
No End for Yubashree Despite Yubasathi Launch: Chandrima
Despite the launch of the Yubasathi scheme, the state government has clarified that the Yubashree program will continue, informed State Finance Minister (Inde-
pendeny Charge) Chandrima Bhattacharya. The announcement comes amid a flurry of criticism and misleading narratives by opposition leaders following the launch
of Yubasathi, which targets unemployed youth. BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, for instance, mocked the scheme by calling it a “daily allowance of Rs 50.” Responding
to media queries, Minister Bhattacharya sharply countered, saying, “A country whose Prime Minister promises two crore jobs annually but fails to create employment
for even two lakh people a year, and instead sells off public sector companies, has no right to lecture us about unemployment.”
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Mamata, Akhilesh allege 
‘targeted SIR deletions’

MI News Service, Kolkata : Amid the
Election Commission’s ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh, the Opposition parties have
been up in arms over the contentious
exercise, alleging that a section of vot-
ers are being targeted for “deletion” of
their names in the rolls.

Already, Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has chal-
lenged the SIR in the Supreme Court –
and even appeared in the apex court
to argue her case in person – with
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh
Yadav also announcing his party’s in-
tention to move the top court. Alleging
voter list manipulation through the SIR
exercise, Mamata Banerjee repeatedly
said at press conferences in Kolkata
that  “They (EC officials) are not ac-
cepting domicile certificates or any
other documents of the state govern-
ment. Why are they doing this? They
(the Opposition BJP) are thinking that
by doing such things, they will win
Bengal. They are playing the same
game in Bengal that they had played
in Bihar or Maharashtra.”

Echoing similar concerns at a

press conference in Lucknow earlier
this week, Yadav, repeating the
charges made by Mamata Banerjee,
alleged that the EC was targeting Mus-
lims and other marginalised groups
like Dalits and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), many of which make
up the  TMC  and SP’s core support
base, at the behest of the BJP. Yadav
claimed “targeted deletions” were tak-
ing place, particularly in those Assem-
bly segments of both Bengal and  UP
where the BJP lost in the 2024 Lok

Sabha elections. “What was the mar-
gin? If we see the 2021 and  2022 As-
sembly polls in both the states, there
was a shift of merely 5,000 votes to
have an impact on the result?” Yadav
said.

Sources in the SP and TMC said
the parties are concerned about seats
where the victory margin in previous
UP and Bengal Assembly polls were
low, and where a shift of 3,000-5,000 
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India, a trustedpartnerof
Malaysia for growth: PM 

MI News Service, New Delhi
/ Kuala Lumpur : Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday said India is seen as a
“trusted partner for growth”
and it was reflected in the
recent trade deals it has
agreed with various coun-
tries, including the UK, USA
and EU. Addressing a com-
munity programme on his
arrival at the Malaysian cap-
ital this evening  here, PM
Modi also said that the In-
dian diaspora continues to
serve as a strong bridge be-
tween India and the South
Asian nation of
Malaysia.Referring to the
trade deals India agreed
with various countries, the
Prime minister said India is
seen as a "trusted partner
for growth" “Trust has be-
come India’s strongest cur-
rency,” PM  Modi said, citing
trade deals with the UK,
UAE, Australia, New
Zealand, Oman, the EU and
the US during the past few
months. .

PM Modi also said both
India and Malaysia know
each other very well and it
must be due to a large num-
ber of common words be-
tween Indian languages and
Malay. "I am grateful for the
warmth of the Indian dias-
pora in Kuala Lumpur. Our
diaspora continues to serve
as a strong bridge between
India and Malaysia," he said.
The Prime minister said he
was very delighted to be in
Malaysia which is his first
foreign visit in 2026. He said
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, who was
present at the event, and he
have been friends even be-
fore Ibrahim became Prime
minister of Malaysia

The Indian  Prime min-
ister said the members of the
Tamil diaspora in Malaysia
are serving the society in
various fields. "In fact, the
Tamil diaspora has been
here for many centuries. In-
spired by this history, we are

proud to have established
the Thiruvalluvar Chair in
the University of Malaya. We
will now set up a Thiruvallu-
var Centre to further
strengthen our shared her-
itage," he said. PM Modi said
Malaysia has the second-
largest Indian-origin com-
munity in the world and
there is so much that con-
nects Indian and Malaysian
hearts. "I shared with 1.4
billion Indians during my
Mann Ki Baat radio address
recently how over 500
schools in Malaysia teach
children in Indian lan-
guages," he said. He also
said that “India’s success is
Malaysia’s success, and it is
Asia’s success”. “That is why
I say the guiding word of our

relationship is IMPACT. IM-
PACT means India-Malaysia
Partnership for Advancing
Collective Transformation,"
he said. PM  Modi also asked
Indians and people of Indian
origin to travel back to India
and experience the country’s
beauty and its diverse cul-
ture. . "You must also bring
your Malay friends with you.
Because people-to-people
contact is the cornerstone of
our friendship," he said.

Earlier, on his arrival PM
Modi, the Indian delegation
and his Malaysian counter-
part received a rousing wel-
come at the event. Over 800
dancers showcased a tapes-
try of Indian classical and 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets during the Indian
community event, in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday.
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim also present.

I am grateful for the warmth of the In-
dian diaspora in Kuala Lumpur. Our
diaspora continues to serve as a strong
bridge between India and Malaysia‘’ Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Satur-
day said the interim trade agree-
ment with the US will strengthen
'Make in India' by opening up new
opportunities for farmers and entre-
preneurs, and create jobs for
women and youngsters. The prime
minister also thanked US President
Donald Trump for his personal com-
mitment to robust ties between
India and the US. "Great news for
India and the USA! We have agreed
on a framework for an Interim
Trade Agreement between our two
great nations," PM Modi said in a
post on X.

He said this framework reflected
the growing depth, trust and dy-
namism of the India-US partnership.
"It strengthens 'Make in India' by
opening new opportunities for
India's hardworking farmers, entre-
preneurs, MSMEs, StartUp innova-
tors, fishermen and more. It will
generate large-scale employment

for women and youngsters," the
Prime minister said.  PM Modi said
India and the United States share a
commitment to promoting innova-
tion, and this framework will further
deepen investment and technology
partnerships between the two coun-
tries. He said this framework will
also strengthen resilient and trusted
supply chains and contribute to
global growth. "As India moves for-
ward towards building a Viksit

Bharat, we remain committed to
building global partnerships that are
future-oriented, empower our peo-
ple and contribute to shared pros-
perity, the Prime minister said . He
also welcomed the treaty saying it
has been set up on a framework for
an Interim Trade Agreement be-
tween India and the United States,
and termed it as a great news for
both the nations. On again thanking
President  Donald Trump for his
personal commitment to strength-
ening ties PM Modi  said the frame-
work reflects the growing depth,
trust and dynamism of the India-US
partnership. He further said that the
framework will deepen investment

and technology partnerships,
strengthen resilient and trusted sup-
ply chains, and contribute to global
growth. India remains committed to
future-oriented global partnerships
that empower people and promote
shared prosperity, he said .Respond-
ing to the X post of Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Piyush
Goyal about the interim agreement
between India and the US, PM Modi
wrote on X “We have agreed on a
framework for an Interim Trade
Agreement between our two great
nations. I thank President Trump for
his personal commitment to robust
ties between our countries.This
framework will also strengthen re-
silient and trusted supply chains and
contribute to global growth. As India
moves forward towards building a
Viksit Bharat, we remain committed
to building global partnerships that
are future-oriented, empower our
people and contribute to shared
prosperity”.

Great news for India and
the USA! We have agreed
on a framework for an In-
terim Trade Agreement be-
tween our two great nations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Trade agreement strengthens Make in India: PM Modi

Manipur limps back to normal
after two days of violence

MI News Service, Imphal :
Near normalcy returned to
violence ridden Chu-
rachandpur district of Ma-
nipur on Saturday after two
days of protests and van-
dalism, police said. The vi-
olent protests began on
Thursday after three BJP
legislators from the Kuki-Zo
and Hmar communities
joined Meitei MLAs to form
a new government in the
ethnic strife-hit North-east-
ern state.

MLA Nemcha Kipgen
joined the Y Khemchand
Singh-led government as
the Deputy Chief minister,
while LM Khaute and N
Sanate supported her. At
least two people were killed
in a clash with security
forces two days ago in the
Kuki dominated district
after a mob barged into the
mini-secretariat to protest
the suspension of a consta-
ble. However, normalcy re-
turned on Saturday after
the Indigenous Tribal Lead-
ers Forum (ITLF) lifted the

"total shutdown" from the
district, officials said.

Schools reopened and
markets and business es-
tablishments have resumed
activities, they said. The in-
definite "public curfew"
imposed by the Kuki Stu-
dent Organisation (KSO)
and other student organisa-
tions across the district
from 6pm to 6am, will,
however, continue.

Meanwhile, isolated in-
cidents of armed clashes
continued to take place in
several peripheral villages
of the hill district adjoining
the valley, officials said. On
Thursday night, a mob had
barged into the mini-secre-
tariat in Churachandpur
town to protest the suspen-
sion of the constable.onsta-
ble Siamlalpaul was
suspended after he was
seen in a purported video
with armed men, which
had gone viral.  There were
reports of destruction and
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People travel as normal activity resumes after the vio-
lence broke out between security forces and the mob
against the swearing-in of Manipur's new Deputy Chief
Ministers, Nemcha Kipgen and Losii Dikho, in Chu-
rachandpur on Friday.

Amit Shah chairs meeting to as-
sess development projects in J-K
MI News Service, Jammu :
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday chaired a
high-level meeting to review
the progress of development
projects in Jammu and Kash-
mir, with a focus on infra-
structure development and
the implementation of key
schemes in the Union terri-

tory, officials said. The

meeting, which took place at
the Lok Bhawan here, was
attended by J-K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan, J-K Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo and
DGP Nalin Prabhat, among
others, the officials said.

Shah arrived here late
Thursday night and kicked
off his three-day visit to the

region by touring the forward
outposts of the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) at Gurnam
and Bobiyian along the Inter-
national Border in Kathua
district on Friday. On his re-
turn from Kathua, Shah
chaired a security review
meeting, which, among oth-
ers, was attended by Army
Chief General Upendra

Dwivedi, with a focus on free-
ing J-K from terrorism. The
Home minister also met the
families of several policemen
who laid down their lives
fighting terrorism and
handed over job letters to
them. A BJP delegation also
called on the Home minister.
“I held meetings in Jammu
with the state office-bearers 
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Jammu and Kash-
mir LG Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
during a review meeting on development works, in
Jammu and Kashmir.

I held meetings in Jammu with the state of-
fice-bearers and MLAs and MPs of J-K BJP.
The BJP will continue working to ensure the
ground-level reach of Modiji's development ini-
tiatives, while expanding the organisation to
realise the vision of a developed Jammu and
Kashmir, a secure Jammu and Kashmir

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Pappu Yadav arrested
in 1995 forgery case
after late-night drama
MI News Service, Patna :
Independent Bihar MP Ra-
jesh Ranjan, popularly
known as Pappu Yadav,
was arrested by the city
Police on late Friday night
from his residence in con-
nection with a case dating
back to 1995, officials said.
High drama unfolded at
Yadav's house in Mandiri
locality when a police team
arrived to execute a war-
rant issued by an MP/MLA

court in the case registered
under section 467 (forgery
of documents) of the In-
dian Penal Code.Yadav,
who represents the
Purnea Lok Sabha con-
stituency, initially refused
to accompany the police
team, claiming they were
carrying a warrant for the
attachment of property but
not for his arrest. In the
complaint, the house
owner alleged that his
property was fraudulently
taken by the MP to run his
office.The case relates to a
dispute registered at Gar-
danibagh police station.

Complainant Vinod Bi-
hari Lal alleged that his
house was rented through
deception and later used
as a Member of Parlia-
ment’s office, a fact he
claims was concealed at
the time of the agreement.
“Action has been taken in
compliance with the court
order. A trial process was
going on in the court, in
which the MP did not ap-
pear on the due date,” said
City SP Bhanu Pratap.

A police team compris-
ing 50 personnel arrived at
his Mandiri residence
around 10:30pm and ar-
rested him at 12:15am.
Police first told the MP that
they had come here to
comply with the court’s
order. Yadav told police
that he won’t go at night
asking the police officer to
come in the morning. In
the ensuing chaos, a large
number of supporters
gathered outside his resi-
dence and shouted slogans
against the administration.
There was also an alterca-
tion with the police as they
demanded the police to
show warrants. The
Purnea MP alleged that an
inspector named Deepak
arrived in civil dress with a
revol�ver in his waist.
“This is a conspiracy to kill
me. I won’t go anywhere at
night. The court had called
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Action has been
taken in compliance
with the court order.
A trial process was
going on in the
court, in which the
MP did not appear
on the due date

‘’

Bhanu Pratap City SP.

US finally removes 25 
per cent tariffs on India for

Russian oil purchases

MI News Service, New Delhi
/ Washington (DC) : In a
major development towards
improving the bilateral ties
with India, US President
Donald Trump has removed
the 25 per cent tariffs for
purchasing Russian oil, cit-
ing that the country has un-
dertaken "significant steps"
and New Delhi has commit-
ted to stop directly or indi-
rectly importing oil from
Moscow.

"I have received addi-
tional information and rec-
ommendations from senior
officials regarding India's ef-
forts to address the national
emergency described in Ex-
ecutive Order 14066. Specif-
ically, India has committed
to stop directly or indirectly
importing Russian Federa-

tion oil, has represented that
it will purchase energy
products from the United
States, and has recently
committed to a framework
with the United States to ex-
pand defence cooperation
over the next 10 years,"
Trump said in an executive
order on Saturday. The US
President said that after
considering the information
and recommendations pro-
vided to him, he has deter-
mined that "India has taken
significant steps to address
the national emergency de-
scribed in Executive Order
and to align sufficiently with
the United States on na-
tional security, foreign pol-
icy, and economic matters. 
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Piyush Goyal holds press conference on India-US interim
trade deal

Under the decisive leadership of PM @Naren-
draModi ji, India has reached a framework for

an Interim Agreement with the US. This will
open a USD 30 trillion market for Indian ex-
porters, especially MSMEs, farmers and fisher-
men. The increase in exports will create lakhs of
new job opportunities for our women and youth.

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

Winter Strikes
Back: Kolkata
Records 14°C
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata recorded a tem-
perature of 14°C on Satur-
day, February 7, repeating
the same figure as 14 days
earlier on Saturday, Janu-
ary 24, in an unusual coin-
cidence. As winter
prepares to bid farewell, it
is still holding firm, keeping
both daytime and night-
time temperatures below
normal. According to the
Alipore Weather Office,
temperatures are expected
to remain similar over the
next 24 hours, with a pos-
sibility of light dew or fog in
the early morning hours.
Meanwhile, the weather in
North Bengal shows no sig-
nificant change. This win-
ter season, the mercury
has dipped to 14°C once
again, reflecting the domi-
nance of cold waves before
the season ends. The influx
of free-flowing northerly
winds has contributed to
the drop in temperature,
making nights and early
mornings particularly
chilly. Southern districts of
West Bengal are also expe-
riencing lower-than-nor-
mal temperatures along
with a forecast of fog, espe-
cially over parts of West
Burdwan and Birbhum.
Overall, the entire southern
region remains dry, and
there is no chance of rain-
fall in the next seven days.
However, temperatures are
expected to rise at the be-
ginning of the upcoming
week. In North Bengal, all
districts are likely to expe-
rience light fog over the
next three to four days,
with some areas experi-
encing moderate fog at
times. The minimum tem-
perature is expected to re-
main steady over the next
four to five days. 
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MI News Service, Kharagpur: 
Late night on Friday, in Barikbad 
village of Narayangarh police 
station of West Medinipur dis-
trict, a young man stabbed his 
neighbor to death with a sharp 
weapon on the charges of illicit 
relationship. The person died on 
the spot. While the police arrest-
ed the accused youth. According 
to the information received from 
the police and local sources, the 
name of the deceased is Kartik 
Shasmal (38 years). The name 
of the arrested accused is Abhay 
Hembram. It is known that 
Karthik was sleeping with his 
wife in his room after eating and 
drinking on Friday night. It is 
alleged that late at night neigh-
bor Abhay Hembram suddenly 
entered his house with a sharp 
weapon. The accused continu-
ously attacked Karthik, due to 
which he died on the spot. See-
ing her husband lying in a bloody 
condition, Karthik's wife start-
ed screaming. Neighbors came 
running after hearing screams. 
Within some time, Narayangarh 
police station was informed 
about the incident. Police im-
mediately reached the spot and 
recovered the body. The body 
was sent to Kharagpur Divisional 
Hospital for post-mortem. Initial 
investigation revealed sensation-
al information that Abhay sus-
pected that Karthik was having 
an illicit relationship with his 
wife for a long time. Investiga-
tors believe that this gruesome 
murder was committed out of 
anger and revenge. Police are 
investigating the incident.

MI News Service, Chapra: A 
man was arrested with an illegal 
firearm and ammunition in Na-
dia’s Chapra on Friday evening. 
The accused has been identified 
as Tapan Bala, a resident of En-
ginepur in Nakashipara.

According to police sources, 
Bala was moving suspiciously on 
a motorcycle in the Baniakhari 
Dhal area under Chapra police 
station limits on Friday evening. 
Acting on a tip-off, a police team 
conducted a raid in the area and 
detained him.

During a search, police re-
covered one country-made 
single-shot pistol and one live 
round of ammunition from his 
possession. As the accused failed 
to produce any valid licence for 
the firearm or ammunition, both 
were seized and he was placed 
under arrest. The motorcycle 
used by the accused has also 
been confiscated.

Confirming the arrest, Chapra 
Police Station IC Partha Pratim 
Roy said, “We received specific 
information between 6.30 pm 
and 7 pm that a person was 
roaming in the area with an il-
legal firearm. Acting swiftly, our 
team reached the spot and ar-
rested him.”

He added, “A search led to the 
recovery of a country-made one-
shot pistol and one round of am-
munition. Since the accused did 
not have any valid licence, the 
firearm and ammunition were 
seized and he was arrested un-
der relevant sections of the law.”

The accused will be produced 
before the Krishnanagar district 
court on Saturday.

MI News Service,  
Jalpaiguri: A motorcycle collid-
ed with a container truck parked 
on the road, resulting in the 
death of two riders and serious 
injuries to another. The accident 
occurred on Saturday morning 
on the Ambari-Hatimorh state 
highway near Manuaganj in 
Rajganj police station area of ​​
Jalpaiguri district. The deceased 
and the injured are reportedly 
residents of Rajganj.

According to local sources, 
three young men were traveling 
towards Hatimorh from Ambari 
on a motorcycle. At that time, 
their motorcycle collided with 
a large container truck in the 
Tutbagan area near Manuaganj. 
The container truck had lost con-
trol the previous night and had 
come to a stop some distance off 
the road. Locals suspect that the 
motorcyclists could not see the 
parked container truck due to 
fog on Saturday morning, which 
is believed to be the cause of the 
accident. Two young men died 
on the spot, and another young 
man was seriously injured. The 
deceased have been identified 
as Karnadev Mandal and Shub-
hashish Oraon. 

MI News Service, Dhublia :   
Battling poverty as a constant 
companion, Jyoti Joardar of Tat-
la village in Dhublia has scripted 
an inspiring story by securing a 
place in the State School Games 
Under-19 football team.

Jyoti’s father works as a car-
penter at others’ houses, while 
her mother is a homemaker. 
With no cultivable land, only 
their small homestead, the fam-
ily survives on a modest income. 
Jyoti has one younger brother, 
a Class VIII student. Despite the 
financial hardships, Jyoti’s pas-

sion for sports, especially foot-
ball, has remained undeterred 
since childhood.

While studying at Dhublia 
Nivedita Vidyalaya, her inclina-
tion towards football caught the 
attention of her family. Encour-
aged by her interest, her father 
brought her to the Dhubulia 
Shyama Prasad Shikshayatan 
ground, where coach Narayan 
Sengupta had begun training 
girls in football. It was there 
that Jyoti’s formal football jour-
ney began.

Equally dedicated to academ-

ics, Jyoti scored an impressive 
83 per cent in the Madhyam-
ik examination, managing her 
studies alongside rigorous foot-
ball practice. She is currently 
a Class XI student at Dhubu-
lia Shyama Prasad Shiksha-
yatan and an active member 
of the school’s National Service 
Scheme (NSS).

Following her selection to the 
State team, the school felicitated 
Jyoti with a bouquet. On behalf 
of the NSS unit, she was also 
presented with a tracksuit and 
jersey.

Headmaster Nur Mohammad 
Khan congratulated her on the 
achievement.

“Jyoti has immense talent. We 
are trying to support her in every 
possible way. Despite constant 
financial constraints, she has 
continued to move forward with 
determination. We are extreme-
ly happy about her selection to 
the State team,” Khan said.

With dreams in her eyes 
and growing confidence in her 
stride, Jyoti Joardar now aims 
to scale greater heights, carry-
ing the hopes of Nadia’s Tatla 
village along with her.

MI News Service, Kolkata/ 
Manchester :   The A1 Glob-
al TV UK International Award 
2026 was presented to honour 
exceptional contributions in the 
fields of education and social 
service. This year, the presti-
gious recognition was awarded 
to two eminent personalities 
from Kolkata — Imran Zaki for 
his outstanding work in educa-
tion, and Abdul Qayyum Ansari 
for his lifelong dedication to so-
cial service.

A prominent name in Kolk-
ata’s education sector, Imran 
Zaki, founder of St. Stephen’s 
School, has been tirelessly work-
ing to promote quality education 
and nurture young minds with 
values, discipline, and vision.

Equally inspiring is Abdul Qa-
yyum Ansari, the General Secre-
tary of Kolkata Muslim Orphan-

age, who has devoted decades to 
serving humanity and standing 
as a beacon of hope for count-
less underprivileged children.

Both awardees expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude to MA 
Ali, Asia and America Repre-

sentative of A1 Global TV UK, 
and appreciated his continuous 
efforts to promote sports and 
encourage children globally — a 
mission they described as truly 
praiseworthy.

Congratulatory messag-

es poured in from across the 
world. A1 Global TV UK Director 
Shahid Mahmood Raja, Princess 
Mufida Rayya Mubarak of Indo-
nesia, World Meat Representa-
tive from Nigeria Obi Ugochuk-
wu Stephen, Tony Taylor from 
New York, along with several 
other distinguished global per-
sonalities, extended their warm 
wishes and congratulations to 
Imran Zaki and Abdul Qayyum 
Ansari.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MA Ali said it was a matter of 
immense pride for A1 Global 
TV UK to honour individuals 
who are creating real change on 
the ground. He expressed con-
fidence that the dedication and 
impact of Imran Zaki and Abdul 
Qayyum Ansari will soon earn 
them many more international 
recognitions.

MI News Service, Sikkim:   A 
large area of ​​Sikkim was shaken 
again within 24 hours. This time, 
the magnitude of the earthquake 
was 4.2 on the Richter scale. 
There have been no reports of 
casualties or property damage so 
far. However, the earthquake has 
naturally caused panic.

The earthquake was felt in 
Sikkim at 6:35 PM on Saturday. ​​
The tremors were also felt in 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Siliguri, 
and Jalpaiguri. The earthquake 
also struck in neighboring Nepal. 
Although the tremors lasted for a 
very short time, the intensity was 
strong. This time too, the epicen-
ter was in Geyzing, Sikkim.

Notably, various parts of Sik-

kim have experienced earth-
quakes repeatedly since Thurs-
day night. Sikkim was shaken 
12 times from Thursday night to 
Friday morning. The residents 

of the hills are now terrified af-
ter another tremor was felt on 
Saturday evening. Some areas in 
the plains of this state also expe-
rienced the earthquake. 

At 1:09 AM on Thursday night, 
the ground in Sikkim shook from 
north to south and east to west. 
The magnitude of the tremor 
was 4.5 on the Richter scale. 
That time too, the epicenter of 
the earthquake was approxi-
mately 10 kilometers beneath 
the surface in the Geyzing area 
of ​​West Sikkim. The tremors 
were also felt across large parts 
of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Siligu-
ri, and Jalpaiguri. Earthquakes 
were also reported in Assam, Ne-
pal, and China. A climate of pan-
ic prevailed in the state, from the 
hills to the plains, in the middle 
of the night. Since then, Sikkim 
has experienced 12 more earth-
quakes until Friday.

MI News Service, Siliguri:   
The North Bengal State Trans-
port Corporation (NBSTC) has 
decided that no advertisements 
harmful to health will be dis-
played on its buses anymore. 
Advertisements for gutkha, 
cigarettes, and other tobacco 
products currently displayed or 
painted on NBSTC buses will be 
removed within a few days.

Several years ago, to increase 
its revenue, NBSTC had invited 
tenders for advertising on its 
buses and awarded contracts 
to two companies. Since then, 
advertisements for products 
like soap, shampoo, and biscuits 
have been seen on the buses. 
However, advertisements for 
various gutkha companies were 

the most prevalent. Recently, in 
compliance with various orga-
nizations and government regu-
lations, the corporation decided 
that its buses would no longer 
carry advertisements for paan 
masala, gutkha, or cigarettes. 
The existing advertisements will 
be removed.

The North Bengal State 
Transport Corporation operates 
approximately seven hundred 
buses. According to corporation 
sources, about one hundred 
and fifty of these buses carry 
advertisements for gutkha or 
paan masala. Previously, they 
earned approximately 40 lakh 
rupees annually from these ad-
vertisements. Currently, that 
income has risen to 1 crore 25 

lakh rupees. Despite this, the 
NBSTC authorities are taking 
this "tough decision" in the 
public interest. On Saturday, 
the corporation's chairman, 
Parthapratim Roy, said, "There 
are government restrictions on 
the sale of paan masala or gut-
kha-like products.  Besides that, 
I have received complaints and 
grievances from various volun-
tary organizations and different 
sections of society requesting 
that we not display such adver-
tisements." He stated that the 
two companies responsible for 
placing these advertisements 
have been instructed to remove 
them from the buses immediate-
ly.  They have been encouraged 
to replace them with other ad-

vertisements.
Parthapratim said, "We have 

earned 1 crore 25 lakh rupees 
from these advertisements. 
However, advertisements that 
are harmful to people's health 
will no longer be seen on any 
of our buses. We have already 
started the process of removing 
these advertisements from the 
buses where they are currently 
displayed." 

Dipankar Pillai, the Managing 
Director of North Bengal State 
Transport Corporation, said, 
"Pan masala is not a healthy 
product, so we will not encour-
age the marketing of such items. 
Advertising agencies have been 
requested to bring alternative 
advertisements instead."

MI News Service, Purulia:   
The Purulia Medical College 
authorities have suspended two 
students accused in a ragging 
incident involving a first-year 
student for two years. Further-
more, the two accused medical 
students will never be allowed to 
stay in the college hostel again. 
The parents of the victimized 
student expressed their satis-
faction with the college's action 
announced on Saturday.

On February 1st, second-year 
student Rishabh Singh and 
fourth-year student Ayan Bagchi 
were accused of ragging first-
year medical student Mehboob 
Islam after summoning him to 
their room in the hostel. Meh-

boob alleged that several other 
senior students also beat him up 
at the behest of the two accused. 
Mehboob had to be treated at 
the hospital for his injuries.

Upon learning of the inci-
dent, Mehboob's family traveled 
from Domkal in Murshidabad 
to Purulia Government Medical 
College on Friday. They filed a 
written complaint of ragging 
with the college authorities. Me-
hboob's family also threatened 
legal action if the college did not 
take strict action against the two 
accused students. Following the 
complaint, the medical college 
authorities launched an inves-
tigation. Finding evidence of 
ragging, disciplinary action was 

taken against the two students.
On Saturday, the college prin-

cipal, Sabyasachi Das, held dis-
cussions with the family of the 
victimized student. Following 
this, the punishment for the ac-
cused was announced. The prin-
cipal of the medical college said, 
"I was in Kolkata due to health 
reasons. The responsibility of 
the principal was given to the 
hospital superintendent. After 
learning about the incident, I re-
turned to the college as soon as 
possible and discussed the mat-
ter with the victimized student's 
family. We have taken the nec-
essary steps against the two ac-
cused students. To prevent such 
incidents from happening in the 

future, the college is launching a 
helpline number and increasing 
CCTV camera surveillance." 

The victimized student's 
mother, Molina Khatun, said, 
"Initially, our complaint was not 
taken seriously. Later, under 
pressure, the college authorities 
accepted our demands." “We are 
satisfied with the disciplinary 
actions announced by the au-
thorities against the accused,” 
the victimized student said. He 
added that if a helpline number 
is launched and security mea-
sures are strengthened, no one 
else will fall victim to such ha-
rassment. He said, “I hope that 
in the future, no one will dare to 
engage in ragging.”

MI News Service, Bhanghar:   
IPS Supratim Sarkar visited Bhan-
gar for the first time since assum-
ing charge as the Kolkata Police 
Commissioner. On Saturday, the 
CP held a closed-door meeting 
with all the police officers at the 
Bhangar division office. Bhangar 
Division's Deputy Commission-
er Saikat Ghosh was present at 
the meeting, along with the offi-
cers-in-charge of various police 

stations.
According to a police source, 

another police station will be 
inaugurated in Bhangar very 
soon. The Vijayganj Bazar police 
station is expected to be inaugu-
rated within a few days. Besides 
discussing this, Supratim Sarkar 
inquired about the facilities and 
difficulties faced by the police per-
sonnel working in Bhangar. There 
was also a lengthy discussion 

about handling recent political vi-
olence and disturbances in Bhan-
gar. Police sources also revealed 
that the CP has given a message 
to the officers in charge in Bhan-
gar that no kind of violence will 
be tolerated. The police must be 
fully prepared to deal with any 
kind of unrest. Indeed, Bhangar 
has witnessed various disturbanc-
es throughout the year. Recently, 
incidents of bomb blasts have oc-

curred in several areas. Besides, 
there have been clashes between 
the Trinamool Congress and the 
Indian Secular Front (ISF).

However, after the meeting, 
the Kolkata Police Commissioner 
declined to make any public com-
ments while leaving the DC office 
for Kolkata. He only stated that 
he would speak in detail about 
the overall situation in Bhangar 
during his next visit. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
The six-month tailoring training 
program conducted under the 
auspices of the Sanskriti Social 
Welfare Foundation at the tai-
loring training center in Varma 
Mines, Laxmi Nagar, conclud-
ed successfully today. On this 
occasion, certificates were dis-
tributed to the 60 women who 
completed the training, said 
Munmun Chakraborty, President 
of the Foundation.

The main objective of the pro-
gram was to empower women 
for self-employment and make 
them self-reliant. During the 
training, the women were taught 
modern tailoring techniques, as 
well as garment design, repair 
work, and how to start a small-
scale business.

The certificate distribution 
ceremony was attended by the 
organization's office bearers, 
trainers, and local dignitaries. 
Everyone appreciated the orga-
nization's efforts, calling it a sig-

nificant step towards women's 
empowerment.

The Sanskriti Social Welfare 
Foundation is continuously play-
ing an active role in education, 
skill development, and social ser-
vice activities for the upliftment 
of the weaker sections of society. 

The organization announced 
that it will continue such training 
programs in the future. Naren-
dra Kumar (General Secretary of 
Laxmi Nagar Vikas Samiti), Shy-
am Sundar Prasad (President), 
Kuldeep Kaur, and Krishna San-
dal were also present.

MI News Service,  
Guskara:   Students were taking 
their secondary school examina-
tions. Parents were waiting in 
a makeshift shelter on the field 
outside the school. Suddenly, a 
swarm of bees attacked, causing 
everyone to scatter in panic. Sev-
eral people had to be taken to the 
hospital after being stung by the 
bees. The incident took place in 
Guskara, East Burdwan.

On Friday, the secondary ex-
aminations were being held at 
Guskara PP Institution. Accord-
ing to local sources, a bee attack 

occurred during the examina-
tion. Several guardians of the 
examinees were sitting on the 
school field. Swarms of bees at-
tacked them. They flew in with 
a buzzing sound, stinging one 
person after another. A stampede 
ensued in an instant. Besides the 
guardians, a traffic police officer 
on duty and several passersby 
were also victims of the bee at-
tack. Chaos erupted in moments.

There was a beehive in a tree 
near the school field. It is sus-
pected that the bees came out 
after some predatory animal or 

bird disturbed the hive while try-
ing to get honey. Seven guardians 
who were stung by the bees were 
taken to the Guskara Primary 
Health Center. After receiving 
first aid, they were given medi-
cation. Doctors have stated that 
everyone is out of danger. 

Fortunately, no secondary 
school examinee was affected by 
the bee attack. The administra-
tion has issued a warning in the 
area and is looking into wheth-
er the beehive can be removed 
to prevent such incidents in the 
future.

Nurul Islam Khan:   The 
funeral prayer of Pir Abdul-
lah Siddiqui of Furfura Sharif 
was completed on Friday.  The 
crowd of common people was 
remarkable on this day.  Thou-
sands of people and devotees 
paid their last respects to the 
Pir. Ministers and prominent 
personalities from society were 
among those who attended 
the funeral prayer. Pir Hazrat 
Umar Siddiqui offered prayers 
at the funeral service. The late 
Pir's only son, Pirzada Maulana 
Sawban Siddiqui, led the funer-
al prayer. Pir Hazrat Maulana 
Abdullah Siddiqui of Furfura 
Sharif passed away on Thurs-

day morning at 3 AM. He was 
70 years old. He is survived by 
his only son, Pirzada Sawban 
Siddiqui, and two daughters. 
He had been ill for some time. 
His demise has cast a shadow of 
grief over the community of his 

followers. The funeral prayer 
of the Pir was completed after 
the Friday prayer on Friday.
He received his education from 
Khareji and Furfura Senior Ti-
tle Madrasah.He was renowned 
as an outspoken scholar.He 

spoke about establishing na-
tional unity.

Besides attending meetings 
and religious gatherings, the 
Pir was also involved in many 
social service activities.

For several years, he offered 
the final prayer at the historic 
Isale Sawab of Furfura Sharif.

Throughout his life, he 
worked hard to serve the lineage 
of his grandfather. Pir Matiullah 
Siddiqui, the youngest son of Pir 
Baro Huzur, was also present. 
Countless Pirs attended.

They offered their condolenc-
es to the family. The passing of 
the Pir has created a great void 
in the subcontinent.

MI News Service, Fulia:   A 
Madhyamik examination candi-
date in West Bengal’s Nadia dis-
trict appeared for her board ex-
aminations from a hospital bed 
after falling seriously ill during 
the ongoing exams.

The candidate, Mahima 
Choudhury, a student of Phulia 
Balika Vidyalaya, had been al-
lotted her examination centre 
at Phulia Shikshaniketan High 
School. The Madhyamik exam-
inations began on February 2. 
On February 3, while appearing 
for the examination, Mahima 
suddenly fell ill inside the ex-
amination hall. Despite having 
received the question paper, she 
began vomiting and her condi-
tion deteriorated rapidly.

She was immediately rushed 
to a nearby sub-health centre 
and later admitted to the Fulia 
Block Primary Health Centre. 
Medical examinations subse-
quently revealed that she was 
suffering from a serious viral 
infection.

Although there were no ex-
aminations scheduled on Febru-
ary 4 and 5, her health did not 
improve sufficiently. With the 
next examination scheduled on 

February 6, the district admin-
istration and school authorities 
took special measures to ensure 
that the student did not miss her 
papers.

Under strict administrative 
supervision, arrangements were 
made for Mahima to sit for the 
examination inside the health 
centre itself. The examination 
was conducted under CCTV 
surveillance, with the presence 
of health department staff and 
women police personnel to main-
tain security and examination 
protocol.

Due to continued physical 

weakness, Mahima was once 
again compelled to appear for 
the examination on Saturday, 
February 7, from her hospital 
bed. The paper scheduled for the 
day was Geography.

Officials said all necessary 
precautions were taken to main-
tain the sanctity of the examina-
tion while prioritising the stu-
dent’s health. 

The incident has drawn atten-
tion to the special arrangements 
sometimes required to support 
examinees facing medical emer-
gencies during crucial public ex-
aminations.

Bengal

Young Man Kills Neighbour 
with Sharp Weapon Over 

Alleged Illicit Relationship

Illegal firearm seized, 
one arrested in Chapra

Motorcycle collided 
with truck 

Against all odds, Nadia’s Jyoti Joardar earns 
place in State School Games U-19 tootball team

Kolkata’s Pride: Imran Zaki, Abdul Qayyum Ansari Win 
Prestigious A1 Global TV UK International Award

The funeral prayer of Pir Abdullah Siddiqui 
of Furfura has been completed

13 Tremors in 24 Hours: Darjeeling and Large Parts of 
North Bengal Shaken by Sikkim Earthquake

No more advt for gutkha and paan masala on buses; 
NBSTC takes a 'tough decision' acknowledging losses

Ragging at Purulia Medical College: Two 
Students Suspended, Barred from Hostel

No One Will Be Spared If Unrest Erupts: Kolkata Police 
Commissioner Supratim Sarkar Visits Bhangar

Madhyamik candidate appears for examinations 
from hospital bed in Fulia

60 women become self-reliant through an  
initiative by Sanskriti Social Welfare Foundation

Honeybees attack secondary examination center!

State Minister, Department of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs Sovandeb Chattopadhyay and Assembly Chief Whip 
Nirmal Ghosh were seen interacting during the final session of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly in Kolkata on Saturday.
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West Indies and Scotland players during the national anthems ahead of their ICC Men’s T20 World Cup match at Eden Gardens, Kolkata, on Saturday.

No End for Yubashree Despite 
Yubasathi Launch: Chandrima
MI News Service, Kolkata: Despite the
launch of the Yubasathi scheme, the
state government has clarified that
the Yubashree program will continue,
informed State Finance Minister (In-
dependeny Charge) Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya. The announcement comes
amid a flurry of criticism and mislead-
ing narratives by opposition leaders
following the launch of Yubasathi,
which targets unemployed youth. BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari, for in-
stance, mocked the scheme by calling
it a “daily allowance of Rs 50.” Re-
sponding to media queries, Minister
Bhattacharya sharply countered,
saying, “A country whose Prime Min-
ister promises two crore jobs annu-
ally but fails to create employment
for even two lakh people a year, and
instead sells off public sector compa-
nies, has no right to lecture us about
unemployment.”

The Finance Minister further ex-
plained that the Yubashree program
essentially functions as an unemploy-
ment allowance. Since its inception, it
has benefitted 12 lakh young men and
women, with a total disbursement of
₹180 crore. Eligible beneficiaries can

receive up to ₹1 lakh under this
scheme, which is administered by the
Department of Labour. On the other
hand, Yubasathi has been specially
designed to encourage youth who
have completed their secondary edu-
cation. Launched by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, the scheme pro-
vides financial support for up to five
years. Bhattacharya emphasized that
receiving other education-related
scholarships such as Kanyashree or
the Vivekananda Merit Scholarship
does not disqualify a candidate from
benefiting from Yubasathi.

During the discussion, BJP legisla-

tor and economist Ashok Lahiri criti-
cized the government, claiming, “The
administration has done nothing for
15 years and is now distributing al-
lowances just ahead of elections.”
Bhattacharya dismissed the remark,
stating, “If a government of the people
— mother, soil, and citizens — did
nothing, how would the TMC repeat-
edly return to power under Mamata
Banerjee? In 2011, 2016, and 2021,
the TMC’s seat count increased every
time. Ashokbabu, rest assured, under
Mamata Banerjee’s leadership, this
time the number of legislators will
surpass all previous records. The
Chief Minister herself has said that
many of you will not return. In the tide
of our government’s social programs,
you will simply be swept away.” The
statements reinforce the ruling party’s
commitment to youth welfare
schemes even as election season ap-
proaches. Officials stress that both
Yubasathi and Yubashree are integral
to addressing unemployment and sup-
porting economically vulnerable
youth, while also countering opposi-
tion narratives that seek to undermine
the initiatives.

Chandrima Bhattacharya

Ramakrishna Math, Baghbazar
Helps Unemployed Youth Become

Self-Reliant Through Skill Training

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Ramakrishna Math, Bagh-
bazar is helping unem-
ployed young men and
women gain skills and be-
come self-reliant through
various vocational training
programmes conducted
under the Ma Sarada
Swanirvar Kendra, with fi-
nancial support from Gar-
den Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers (GRSE).The cer-
tificate distribution and
valediction ceremony for
the 2025–26 training batch
was held on Saturday at
the Training Centre prem-
ises. Several job-oriented

courses were offered
under the programme, in-
cluding Phlebotomy Tech-
nician, Sewing Machine
Operator, and Field Tech-
nician for AC and home
appliances repair.Accord-
ing to the organisers, the
main aim of the initiative is
not only to award certifi-
cates but also to provide
practical, hands-on train-
ing that prepares the par-
ticipants for employment
and enables them to earn
a livelihood.A total of 90
successful trainees re-
ceived their NSDC certifi-
cates during the ceremony.

India, a trustedpartnerof
Malaysia for growth: PM 

Pappu Yadav arrested in
1995 forgery case after
late-night drama

From PG 1
Accordingly, I have determined to eliminate the additional
ad valorem rate of duty imposed on imports of articles of
India." The additional 25 % tariffs, according to the Trump
administration, had been placed on India because of its pur-
chase of Russian oil. The fact that similar tariffs were not
imposed on Chinese goods, despite the fact that China im-
ports significant amount of Russian oil, raised a lot of eye-
brows in India. Trump's decision to sign the EO, is, however,
part of a preliminary trade agreement the two countries
reached earlier this week. Trump, in the EO, said the 25 per-
cent tariff, meant to push India to stop buying Russian oil, is
now gone, effective Saturday. He explained the decision in
the EO by pointing to new commitments from India. Those
include stopping direct or indirect imports of Russian oil,
promising to buy more U.S. energy products, and agreeing
to a 10-year framework to increase defence cooperation
with the United States. As part of the same deal, Trump also
promised to lower the overall tariff rate on Indian goods
from 50 percent to 18 percent, by cutting the Russian oil-
related tariff and reducing the separate 25 percent “recip-
rocal” tariff he had imposed earlier.

From PG 1
folk dances, including
Bharatnatyam, Kathak,
Kathakali, Kuchipudi, Yak-
shagana, Lavani and Odisi.
Both the Prime ministers
who travelled to the venue
in the same car, arrived on
the stage amid slogans of
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ and
chants of ‘Modi, Modi’. An
announcement was made
that the dance performance
had entered the Malaysian
Book of Records for the
most number of performers
in an Indian dance per-
formance.  “I am personally
excited to have a great

friend from India joining us
in Malaysia,” Ibrahim told
the gathering. The
Malaysian Prime minister
also recalled ancient ties
between the two nations
“long before embassies and
trade agreements” came in
vogue. “India or Bharat is
among Malaysia's top trad-
ing partners. It is not only
goods that move between
us, but in 2025 over 1.5
million Indian visitors came
to Malaysia,” Ibrahim said.
"I am proud to be a per-
sonal friend of Modi ji and
India," the Malaysian
Prime minister said.  

From PG 1
votes could tilt the scales in
the BJP’s favour in the com-
ing elections. An analysis of
2021 Bengal and 2022 UP
Assembly polls, and their
comparison with the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, shows
there is a long list of such
seats where the victory mar-
gin was less than 5,000 votes
in the Assembly elections
and where the leading party
changed between the As-
sembly and 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. While Bengal is due for
the Assembly elections in
March-April this year, UP
will head to polls in early
2027.In the 2021 Assembly
elections, in which the TMC
swept the state by winning
215 of the total 294 seats
and the BJP emerged as the
main Opposition with 77
seats, there were 35 seats
where the result was de-
cided by a margin of less
than 5,000 votes. Of these 35
seats, the BJP had won 22
and the TMC 12. An Inde-
pendent candidate defeated
the BJP in the Kalimpong
seat by 3,870 votes. Mamata
Banerjee  who had allegedly
received less than expected
votes in    election from
Nandigram – she later en-
tered the Assembly by win-
ning the Bhawanipur seat in
a by-election through a land-
slide margin.

From PG 1
and MLAs and MPs of J-K
BJP. The BJP will continue
working to ensure the
ground-level reach of Mod-
iji's development initiatives,
while expanding the organ-
isation to realise the vision
of a developed Jammu and
Kashmir, a secure Jammu
and Kashmir,” Shah posted
on X after the meeting. The
Home minister is sched-
uled to return to Delhi by
tonight after the conclusion
of the review meeting, the
officials said.

From PG 1
me on Saturday. The Lok
Sabha session was over and
I arrived at Patna. I respect
the court and will appear
before the court at 11am on
Saturday,” said Yadav.  But
around 12:30am, the police
team led by city SP Bhanu
Pratap ultimately took him
to the IGIMS for medical
checkup.

According to Singh, he
will be kept in police custody
at the Gardanibagh police
station and after that he will
be produced before the
court and the police will
take further action accord-
ing to the court’s direction.
“Police can go to arrest any
person at any time. If there
is a warrant or attachment
in the name of someone,
then arrest can be made at
any time. Just a little bit of
care”, the SP said. On the al-
legation of conspiracy to
murder Pappu Yadav, SP
Singh said, “We are just
doing our job. The law has
been worked out according
to what it is saying, the law
has been fully complied with
and further action is being
taken.”

The MP-MLA court had
issued an attachment order
against three accused, in-
cluding independent MP Ra-
jesh Ranjan alias Pappu
Yadav, in the case of fraud-
ulently renting and threat-
ening a house owner.
Earlier, arrest warrants and
advertisements had been is-
sued for the presence of the
three accused.The court has
fixed the next date of hear-
ing in the case for Saturday.

From PG 1
burning of properties in
and around the Chu-
rachandpur district mini-
secretariat area.The official
residence of the Deputy
Commissioner was also
torched by the irate mob
around 1am on Friday. The
ITLF has demanded that
district SP Shivanand Surve
and DC S Dharun Kumar
should leave the district
and be replaced by "offi-
cers, preferably from Kuki

Zo community." The ITLF
also warned that if the sus-
pension of policeman
Siamlalpaul was not with-
drawn, "all government of-
fices shall be closed" and
both the DC and SP shall
bear "responsibilities for
any untoward incidents
that may fall on them". A
total shutdown called by
the ITLF in Churachandpur
on Friday hit normal life
with streets and markets
wearing a deserted look.

BTA unveils book 
to echo India’s 
battle against TB
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Bengal Tuberculosis
Association (BTA) officially
launched a book named
“From Seals to Survival:
Echoes of the Unspoken
Crusade Against TB in
India” by Dr. Bhaskar Mitra
at the Kolkata Press Club on
Saturday. The book offers a
rare and compelling per-
spective on India’s long and
evolving fight against tuber-
culosis. The book presents
India’s TB awareness jour-
ney through medical philat-
ely, documenting the
government-issued postal
seals and stamps released
annually on October 2 to
promote tuberculosis
awareness. Spanning an ex-
traordinary timeline from
1940 to 2025, the publica-
tion curates an extensive
collection of TB seals that
once served as powerful
public health tools, carrying
messages of prevention, re-
sponsibility, and hope to
millions across the country.
Dr. Ranjan Das, Chairman,
West Bengal Tuberculosis
Association (BTA), said,
“This book is not just a col-
lection of postal seals but a
powerful reminder of
India’s decades-long com-
mitment to combating tu-
berculosis.” 

US finally removes 25 per cent tariffs 
on India for Russian oil purchases

Manipur limps back to normal after two days of violence

Amit Shah chairs meeting
to assess development
projects in J-K

Mamata, Akhilesh
allege ‘targeted
SIR deletions’

Kolkata Police Commissioner
Holds Crucial Meeting in Bhangar 
MI News Service, Kolkata: A
few days ago, Supratim
Sarkar assumed the charge
of Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner, and this marks his
first visit to Bhangar since
taking up the new responsi-
bility. During the visit, he
held a closed-door meeting
with all police officials at the
Bhangar Division office.
Sources indicate that the
meeting was attended by
the Divisional Commis-
sioner of Bhangar, Saikat
Ghosh, along with all station
officers (SOs) of the division.
With elections only weeks
away and political activity
intensifying, Bhangar is
once again in the spotlight,
a scenario familiar to many
in the region. Observers
suggest that the presence of
senior police officials in
such a meeting carries sig-
nificant weight given the
current tense atmosphere.

Recently, Bhangar Divi-
sion has come under the ad-
ministrative control of
Kolkata Police. According to
police sources, plans are al-
ready underway for the in-
auguration of a new police

station at Bijoyganj Market
in Bhangar. Preparations
for the station’s launch are
reportedly in full swing. The
sources further reveal that
Commissioner Sarkar dis-
cussed this development
during the meeting, along-
side reviewing the condi-
tions and welfare of police
personnel stationed in
Bhangar. Despite being a
formal administrative meet-
ing, the issue of rising polit-
ical violence in Bhangar
was also addressed. Police
sources indicate that the
discussion on local unrest
was extensive, highlighting
the urgency of controlling
incidents of violence ahead
of the elections. The Com-
missioner delivered a clear
and firm message to the po-
lice officers: no form of vio-
lence will be tolerated.
Officers have been in-
structed to remain fully
prepared to tackle any kind
of unrest or disturbance.
Following the meeting,
Commissioner Sarkar re-
turned directly to Kolkata
from the Divisional Com-
missioner’s office. 

WBBSE Assures Timely Madhyamik Result Release
MI News Service, Kolkata: With the
West Bengal Assembly elections ap-
proaching, political parties have inten-
sified their poll preparations. As a
result, the Madhyamik examinations
were advanced this year. However,
amid the ongoing exams, a key question
has been troubling students and par-
ents alike — when will the Madhyamik
results be declared? Addressing this
concern, West Bengal Board of Second-
ary Education (WBBSE) President Dr
Ramanuj Gangopadhyay made an im-
portant announcement during the ex-
amination period.

On Saturday, the day of the Geogra-
phy examination, Dr Gangopadhyay
visited Shri Nanda High School and
Dwaronda Chandimata High School in
Bolpur to review the management and

security arrangements. He expressed
satisfaction after inspecting the infra-
structure and overall preparedness of
the institutions. Notably, he had visited
these schools last year as well and was
pleased with the significant improve-
ments made within a year. He said these
schools could serve as role models for
other institutions across the state.
Speaking about the Madhyamik results,
Dr Gangopadhyay stated that tradition-
ally, the results are published within 90
days of the conclusion of the examina-
tions, and this year will be no exception.
He added that the exact date of result
publication would be officially an-
nounced through a notification by the
Board at a later stage.

The Board has enforced strict
measures to prevent question paper

leaks. Mobile phones, smartwatches,
calculators, Bluetooth devices and
tablets have been completely banned
inside examination centres. So far, no
incidents of question paper leaks have
been reported, which has reassured the
Board authorities. The Madhyamik ex-
aminations began on February 2 and
will continue until February 12. Exams
are being conducted once a day, start-
ing at 10:45 am and ending at 2 pm,
with an additional 15 minutes allotted
for reading the question paper. This
year, a total of 9,71,340 candidates are
appearing for the exams, including
4,26,733 boys, 5,44,606 girls, and one
third-gender candidate. Across the
state, examinations are being held at
2,682 centres, with state police de-
ployed at each venue to ensure security.
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Name Change
I, Subrata Adhikary, s/o. Late Ra-
bindra Nath Adhikary, Aged approx-
imately 58 years, R/o. 9, Gobinda
Mondal Lane, P.O. and P.S. Cossipore,
Kolkata – 700002, West Bengal, Re-
ligion: Hindu, do hereby declare be-
fore the Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class), Alipore, through an affidavit
(No. 17323/2025) dated 07/11/2025,
that my surname has been changed
from "Das" to "Adhikary". Both refer
to the same and one identical person.
From now on, I shall be known as
Subrata Adhikary.

Name Change
I, Rafique Khan (old name) son of
Ahmed Khan, residing at 9P/1A, ABI-
NASH CHOWDHURY LANE, PО -
GOBINDA KHATICK ROAD, Kolkata,
700046, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Rafique Ahmed
Khan (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 30/01/2026.
Rafique Ahmed Khan (new name)
and Rafique Khan (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nasreen Khan (old name) wife of
Rafique Ahmed Khan, residing at 9P/1A,
ABINASH CHOWDHURY LANE, PО-
GOBINDA KHATICK ROAD, Kolkata,
700046, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Nasreen Begum (new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
30/01/2026. Nasreen Begum (new
name) and Nasreen Khan (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kulsum Nisha (Old Name), Daughter
Of Intaz Ali Mallick, Wife Of Sk Sam-
suddin, Residing At Vill- Jangal Sufi,
Po- Satghara, Ps-Jangipara, Hooghly-
712404, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Kulsam Nesha Begam
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 05/02/2026. Kulsum Nisha And
Kulsam Nesha Begam Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Abu Bakar (Old Name), Son Of
Jafar Mahammad, Residing At Vill-
Ballaldighi, Po- Ballaldighi, Ps- Pan-
dua, Hooghly- 712335, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Sekh Abu
Bakar (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 05/02/2026. Sk Abu Bakar
And Sekh Abu Bakar Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Iyakub Molya (old name) son of Ilahi
Box Molla, residing at MATHBARI,
HATKHOLA PARA, NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS- 743442, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Yeakub Ali
Molla (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 06/02/2026. Yeakub
Ali Molla (new name) and Iyakub
Molya (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Serina Molya (old name) wife  of
Samsul Alam Molla, residing at vill-
MATHBARI ABAD, PO MATHBARI,PS
SANDESHKHALI, NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS-743442, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Serina Bibi
(new name), as declared Before The LD
1ST CLASS JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE at
BASIRHAT, NORTH 24 PARGANAS,
vide an affidavit No. 7027, dated
02/02/2026. Serina Bibi (new name)
and Serina Molya (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hasan Delhiwla (old name) son of
Haider S. Delhiwala, residing at 38A,
Pulin Khatick Road, Tangra, Police Sta-
tion Tangra, Kolkata, West Bengal, Pin
Code No. 700015, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Hasan Haider
Delhiwla (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 15/01/2026. Hasan
Haider Delhiwla (new name) and
Hasan Delhiwla (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Batul Delhiwala (old name) Wife of
Hasan Haider Delhiwala, residing at
Rajat Boulevard, 38A, Pulin Khatick
Road, Tangra, Police Station Tangra,
Kolkata, West Bengal, Pin Code No.
700015, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Batul Hasan Delhi-
wala (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 15/01/2026. Batul
Hasan Delhiwala (new name) and
Batul Delhiwala (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Iunus Mandal (old name) son of
Jalaluddin Mandal, residing at Vill-
Jampur Maunja (JL No 86), Gopalpur,
North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743445, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Iunuchh
Ali Mandal (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 06/02/2026.
Iunuchh Ali Mandal (new name) and
Iunus Mandal (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Biswanath Adhikary, S/o. Late
Panchu Gopal Das, aged approxi-
mately 78 years, R/o. 9, Gobinda
Mondal Lane, P.O. and P.S. Cossipore,
Kolkata- 700002, West Bengal, Reli-
gion: Hindu, do hereby declare be-
fore the Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) Alipore, through an affidavit
(No. 17324/2025) dated 07/11/2025
that my surname "Das" has been
changed to "Adhikary". Both refer to
the same and one identical person.
From now on, I shall be known as
Biswanath Adhikary.

Name Change
I, Sujata Ghosh w/o Sujit Saha, Resid-
ing at 73/A, North Natagarh, Nibedia
Sarani,  P.O. Pansila, P.S- Ghola, Dis-
trict North 24 Parganas, Kolkata-
700112, do hereby declare that my
name is recorded as Sujata Saha in
my Digital Ration Card (being No.
GEN1219328556) in place of my
name, Sujata Ghosh. That I'm  Sujata
Ghosh and Sujata Ghosh Saha are the
same and one identical person, Vide
an affidavit ( SL No. 39 ) sworn before
in the court of 1st class Judicial Mag-
istrate at Calcutta on date 24/09/2025.

Name Change
I, Pooja Nitten Bihani (Old Name),
Wife Of Nitten S Bihani, Residing At
26 Shakespeare Sarani, Flat-4b,
Kolkaata- 700017, Wb, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As  Pooja Bi-
hani (New Name) Vide An Affidavit No
16 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 06/02/2026. Pooja Bihani
And Pooja Nitten Bihani Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I Alkama Sekh, S/O Sk Md Nasim, R/O
Kishori Gali Hutton Road Asansol, Po-
Asansol, Ps- Asansol South, Dist.
Paschim Bardhaman, 713301, West
Bengal, Shall Hence Forth Be Known
As Alkama Sheikh, Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/02/2026, That Alkama
Sekh And Alkama Sheikh, All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I Sekh Md Nasim, S/O Sekh Moham-
mad Islam, R/O Kishori Gali Hutton
Road Asansol, Po- Asansol, Ps- Asan-
sol South, Dist. Paschim Bardhaman,
713301, West Bengal, Shall Hence
Forth Be Known As, Sk Md Nasim,
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
09/02/2026, That Sekh  Md Nasim
And Sk Md Nasim, All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I Ruksana Khatoon, W/O Sk Md Nasim,
R/O Kishori Gali Hutton Road Asansol,
Po- Asansol, Ps- Asansol South, Dist.
Paschim Bardhaman, 713301, West
Bengal, Shall Hence Forth Be Known As,
Rokshana Khatoon, Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/02/2026, That Ruksana
Khatoon And Rokshana Khatoon, All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I Wasim Raza, S/O Md Nizamuddin,
R/O Near. Noori Masjid Azad Nagar
Burnpur, Po- Burnpur, Ps-Hirapur,
Dist. Paschim Bardhaman, 713325,
West Bengal, Shall Hence Forth Be
Known As Md Wasim Raja, Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 11/02/2026, That Wasim
Raza And Md Wasim Raja, All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ratan Agarwal (Old Name), Son Of
Kedar Nath Agarwal, Residing At
Senjuti Apartment 181/61, A B C
Chatterjee Street, Lokenath Park Bel-
gharia, North  24 Parganas- 700056,
West Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Ratan Kumar Agarwal (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit No 46 Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
06/02/2026. Ratan Agarwal And
Ratan Kumar Agarwal Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tama Mukherjee (Old Name),
Daughter Of Tarak Palit, Residing At
Kalikapur, Near- Bidrohi Club, P.O-
Barasat, Dist- 24pgs(N)- 700124, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Tama
Palit Debnath (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 05/02/2026.
Tama Mukherjee And Tama Palit
Debnath Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md  Khurshid S/o Ali Hussain resid-
ing at R.B.S. Road Chandanpara,Po-
Angus, Ps- Bhadreswar, Dist- Hooghly,
Pin- 712221, Wb. That my son  Md
Farhan Raza his  birth certificate me
& my wife name has been wrongly
recorded as Khurshid Ansari instead
of Md.Khurshid &  Kulsam Begum in-
stead of Kulsam Bagam decleare be-
fore the Judicial magistrate 1st class
Chandernagore. Date-02.01.2026.
That Khurshid Ansari and Md.Khur-
shid both are the same and one iden-
tical person. That  Kulsam Begum and
Kulsam Bagam both are the same and
one  identical women.

Name Change
I, Md  Khurshid S/o Ali Hussain resid-
ing at R.B.S. Road Chandanpara, Po-
Angus, Ps- Bhadreswar, Dist- Hooghly,
Pin- 712221, Wb. That my son Rehan
Raza his  birth certificate me & my
wife name has been wrongly recorded
as Md.Khurshid Ansari instead of
Md.Khurshid &  Kulsam Begum in-
stead of Kulsam Bagam decleare be-
fore the Judicial magistrate 1st class
Chandernagore. Date-02.01.2026.
That Md.Khurshid Ansari and
Md.Khurshid both are the same and
one identical person. That  Kulsam
Begum and Kulsam Bagam both are
the same and one  identical women.

Name Change
I, Sankari Mondal, (old name ) W/O-
Jagadish Mondal, residing at RA-496,
Milannagar, Salt Lake City, Sector - IV,
P/S- Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700105.
Have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as  Shankari
Mondal (new name) as declared before
the Ld.1st class J.M. at Bidhannagar
vide Affidavit No.-257 dt-29/01/2026
Sankari Mondal (old name ) &
Shankari Mondal (new name) both are
same and  identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
7 Feb.26 : Marking a mon-
umental chapter in India’s
rail revolution, the coun-
try’s first Vande Bharat
Sleeper Express has offi-
cially embarked on its
journey from Howrah to
Guwahati. This world-
class train is not just a
milestone in engineering
but a soaring success,
recording over 100% occu-
pancy since its debut run.

A heartfelt thanks is
owed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Rail-
way Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, whose vision
has transformed long-dis-
tance travel. This train is
being hailed as a "Blessing
for West Bengal," bridging
the gap between comfort
and speed while honouring
the cultural identity of the
region.

A Taste of Bengal:
The most exciting up-

date for passengers is the
recent introduction of non-
vegetarian food options.
Understanding that food is
the heart of Bengali cul-
ture, Indian Railways has
curated a menu that feels
like a home-cooked meal.
While the train remains in-
clusive with high-quality
vegetarian food, the new
non-veg additions have be-

come an instant hit.
The Onboard Culinary

Experience :
Main Course: Fra-

grant Peas Pulao, crispy
Bhaji, and traditional
Bhaja Moong Dal.

The Signature
Choice: Fluffy Parathas
served with either a deli-
cate Chanar Dalna (for veg
lovers) or a robust, spicy
Chicken Kadai.

The Sweet Finish: No
Bengali meal is complete
without Kheer Kadam,
providing a sweet end to a
world-class journey.

This initiative high-
lights how deeply Indian
Railways values the food
habits of the people of
West Bengal. The feedback
has been overwhelming,
with passengers praising
the "extra feather in the
crown" of a train that al-

ready leads the nation in
comfort and safety.

A Vision for "Sonar
Bangla"

The progress does not
stop here. In a move that
brings the dream of "Sonar
Bangla" closer to reality,
the 2026 Union Budget has
delivered another magnifi-
cent gift to the state. The
rail minister has an-
nounced a High-Speed Rail
Corridor from Siliguri to
Varanasi.

This upcoming corri-
dor will be a gamechanger,
slashing travel time to less
than 3 hours. By connect-
ing North Bengal to the
spiritual heart of India at
lightning speed, the gov-
ernment is ensuring that
West Bengal remains at
the forefront of India’s eco-
nomic and infrastructural
growth.

A Plate of ‘Pet Pujo’: Vande Bharat Sleeper Debuts
Authentic Bengali Non-Veg Feast for Travelers

• Tour itinerary covering Varanasi,
Kolkata, Gangasagar, Puri, Bhubaneswar,
Konark, Chilika and Baidyanath Dham
(Jyotirlinga) in 10 days.
• Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist Train will
depart from Delhi Safdarjung Railway
Station on March 09, 2026.
• The prominent heritage sites, temples
and beaches along with a holy dip at Gan-
gasagar are the key attractions of this tour.
• The train can accommodate 150 tourists
in three different categories i.e. AC I, II
and III along with 02 restaurant cars
which is a major attraction of this train.
MI News Service, Kolkata, 7 Feb.26 : In-
dian Railway Catering and Tourism Corpo-
ration Ltd. (IRCTC), a Navratna Public
Sector Enterprise under the Ministry of
Railways, Government of India, has intro-
duced a new tourism circuit titled “Divine
East Temple Tour” on its Bharat Gaurav
Deluxe Tourist Train. The thoughtfully cu-
rated 10-day rail-based journey offers
devotees and travelers a unique opportu-
nity to visit some of the most revered pil-
grimage destinations along with culturally
rich heritage sites across Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

The journey will begin from Delhi Saf-
darjung and would cover Varanasi,
Kolkata, Gangasagar, Puri, Bhubaneswar,
Konark, Chilika and Baidyanath Dham be-
fore returning back to Delhi. The signifi-
cant sites that shall be toured are Kashi
Vishwanath Temple (Jyotirlinga) and
Ganga Aarti at Varanasi, followed by a visit
to the cultural capital of India, Kolkata,
covering landmarks such as Victoria Me-
morial and other city attractions and sig-
nificant temples like Kali Ghat (Shakti
Peeth) and Dakshineshwar Kali Mandir.
Day Excursion of the sacred shores of Gan-
gasagar, including a holy dip at the Sagar
Sangam and darshan at Kapil Muni Tem-
ple is the main attraction of this tour. The
journey continues to Puri, offering darshan
at the revered Jagannath Temple, along
with a tour of the comprehensive Odisha
circuit including Bhubaneswar, Dhauli
Shanti Stupa, Udayagiri and Khandagiri
Caves, the Konark Sun Temple (UNESCO

World Heritage Site) and much more. The
final spiritual destination of the tour is
Baidyanath Dham (Deoghar), one of the
twelve Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva, before
returning to Delhi Safdarjung on 18th
March 2026, marking the conclusion of a
memorable and spiritually enriching jour-
ney.

The all-inclusive tour offering of IRCTC
is a perfect mélange of religious and
leisure tourism and is aimed at providing
passengers with a seamless, safe and en-
riching travel experience.

The Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist
Train is equipped with modern amenities
such as well-appointed cabins in AC III, AC
II & AC I category, onboard restaurants
serving hygienic vegetarian meals, en-
hanced safety and security features and
dedicated tour managers.

IRCTC has launched this special train
tour at a price of Rs. 1,06,940/-per person
for 1AC class, Rs. 98,925/- for 2AC and Rs.
79,285/- for 3 AC Class. Package Price cov-
ers train journey in AC classes, Accommo-
dation in AC Hotels, all meals (VEG ONLY),
all transfer & sight-seeing in AC Vehicles,
Travel Insurance and services of IRCTC
Tour Managers etc. Bookings for the Divine
East Temple Tour are open on IRCTC’s
tourism portal and through authorized
IRCTC tourism offices across the country.

For further details, itinerary, and book-
ing information, passengers may visit
www.irctctourism.combharatgaurav or
contact on Mobile no. 8287930299 (Pra-
fulla), 8287930484 (Subhasree),
8287930032 (Abhishek), 8595931047
(Monika) and 8882826357 (Praneet).

IRCTC launches new Rail-Based Tourism Circuit
for Eastern part of India titled “Divine East Temple Tour

MI News Service, Kolkata,
7 Feb.26 : As part of its
continued efforts to
strengthen railway safety
and prevent untoward in-
cidents, Howrah Division
of Eastern Railway has
successfully closed an
unauthorised crossing lo-
cation between the Jayra-
mbati–Bishnupur section
on 06 February 2026.

The unauthorised
crossing had been identi-
fied as an accident-prone
location due to multiple
risk factors, including fre-
quent cattle movement,
unauthorised vehicular ac-
cess across the railway
tracks, and regular train
operations on the section.
Despite earlier efforts, clo-
sure of the location could
not be achieved owing to
public agitation and traffic
congestion. In the interim,
several safety measures—
such as installation of
speed breakers, provision
of a height gauge, and im-
position of a 20 kmph
speed restriction on
trains—were implemented
to mitigate risks.

Following the closure,
the location has now been
fully secured through the
erection of rail posts, effec-
tively preventing unautho-
rised vehicular movement
across the railway track.
With the permanent clo-
sure of the crossing, the
earlier speed restriction
has also been withdrawn.

This development
marks the successful clo-
sure of one out of seven
identified four-wheeler
trespassing locations in the
Division. The closure is ex-
pected to significantly en-
hance passenger safety,
train operational safety,
and protection of wildlife,

while also improving train
punctuality and overall op-
erational efficiency.

The remaining six
unauthorised crossings
have been planned for clo-
sure in a phased manner,
reaffirming Howrah Divi-
sion’s commitment to
strengthening field-level
safety infrastructure and
ensuring safe and uninter-
rupted train operations.

Eastern Railway ap-
peals to the public to coop-
erate with safety initiatives
and refrain from using
unauthorised railway
crossings, as railway
safety is a shared respon-
sibility.

Closure Of Unauthorised Crossing Between Jayrambati–
Bishnupur Section Enhances Rail And Public Safety

Enhancing Safety and
Operational Efficiency
MI News Service, Kolkata,
7 Feb.26 : Under the vi-
sionary leadership of
Milind Deouskar, General
Manager, Eastern Railway,
and the guidance of Man-
ish Kumar Gupta, Divi-
sional Railway Manager,
Malda Division, Eastern
Railway has successfully
commissioned Single Line
Intermediate Block Sig-
nalling (IBS) at Punsia Halt
on February 6, 2026.

This commissioning
marks the second Single
Line IBS in Malda Division,
following the successful
commissioning at Sanjha,
and reflects the Division’s
phased and accelerated
adoption of advanced sig-
nalling systems.

The IBS has been com-
missioned in the Barahat–
Tikani section with the
objective of optimising
block working and en-
hancing overall opera-
tional efficiency.

The commissioning
was carried out smoothly
without any disruption to
train operations.

With the introduction
of the new IBS, the long
block section has been ef-
fectively divided into
shorter block sections, re-
sulting in reduced train

headway, increased line
capacity, improved punctu-
ality, and enhanced opera-
tional efficiency for both
passenger and freight
services.

Overall, IBS plays a
vital role in improving ca-
pacity, safety, reliability,
and efficiency of train op-
erations without the need
for major infrastructure
expansion.

The system has been
equipped with SSBPAC
(Solid State Block Proving
Axle Counter) along with
MSDAC (Multi-Section Dig-
ital Axle Counter), ensur-
ing accurate and reliable
train detection with en-
hanced safety and opera-
tional reliability. The
installation reflects the
adoption of modern, fail-
safe, and maintenance-
friendly signalling
technologies.

The commissioning of
the Single Line IBS at Pun-
sia Halt further reinforces
Malda Division of Eastern
Railway’s commitment to
adopting advanced sig-
nalling solutions aimed at
enhancing safety, effi-
ciency, and overall opera-
tional performance.

Second Single Line Intermediate Block Signalling
Commissioned At Punsia Halt In Malda Division

MI News Service, Kolkata, 7 Feb.26 : In connection with
Engineering, Over Head Equipment & Signal mainte-
nance work over Howrah Division, Block has been
planned on 08.02.2026. Consequently, following arrange-
ments in train running have been made as under:

Cancellation of trains on 08.02.2026:
• From Howrah: 37249, 37331, 36823, • From Ban-

del: 37246, 37749, • From Barddhaman: 36834, • From
Tarakeswar: 37332, • From Katwa: 37748, Moreover,
53009 Katwa – Azimganj passenger will be controlled en-
route by 30 minutes.

Regulation Of Trains For Mainte-
nance Work Over Howrah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata:
SBI Mutual Fund (SBIMF)
announced the launch of
InvesTap Nxt, a next gener-
ation of its digital invest-
ment platform. The launch
follows the recent introduc-
tion of SBIMF’s AI-powered
WhatsApp chat companion
called “SmartAssist”, which
has now been enhanced
and integrated into In-
vesTap Nxt.

Powered by advanced

AI, conversational invest-
ment journeys, and Wealth
Index via Account Aggrega-
tor (AA) integration, In-
vesTap Nxt provides
investors with a clearer and
more personalised view of
their financial portfolios.

The platform delivers
easy to understand insights
and enables users to access
their consolidated financial
information across prod-
ucts and institutions, all
within a secure, consent
based framework.

A more intuitive and
friendly investing experi-
ence with your personal AI
assistant InvesTap Nxt in-
troduces a conversational
interface that enables in-
vestors to ask questions, ex-
plore investment options,
and track portfolio per-
formance in a simple and
intuitive manner. 

“With InvesTap Nxt, we
are moving beyond trans-
actions to meaningful fi-
nancial conversations,” said
Nand Kishore, Managing
Director & CEO, SBI Mutual
Fund. The platform gives
the investor a full perspec-
tive to make more insightful
decisions. It supports
guided journeys for product
discovery with natural lan-
guage capabilities.

A key feature of In-
vesTap Nxt is its integration
with India’s Account Aggre-
gator ecosystem.

Name Change
I, Wazuddin Mandal, Son Of Abumo-
taleb Mandal, Residing At C-2-274/1
New South Bidhangarh, 2no Pole
Road, Ps- Rabindranagar, South
24parganas- 700066, West Bengal,
Do Hereby Notified That My Minor
Daughter Ariya Wasika (Old Given
Name) Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Ariya(New Given Name)
Wasika(New Surname) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 30/01/2026. Ariya
Wasika(Old Given Name Name) And
Ariya (New Given Name) Wasika
(New Surname) All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Arjuman Banu (Old Given Name)
Wife Of Wazuddin Mandal, Residing
At C-2-274/1 New South Bid-
hangarh, 2no Pole Road, Ps- Ra-
bindranagar, South24parganas -
700066, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As  Arjuman (New Given
Name) Banu (New Surname) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 30/01/2026. Ar-
juman Banu (Old Given Name Name)
And Arjuman (New Given Name)
Banu(New Surname) All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

SBI Mutual Fund launches Inves Tap Nxt
MI News Service, New
Delhi: Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Sun-
day proposed a special
one-time measure to facili-
tate sales by eligible manu-
facturing units in special
economic (SEZs) to the do-
mestic tariff area at conces-
sional rates of duty. 

It was a demand from
the industry as they were
facing issues related to uti-
lization of capacities in the
SEZ units due to high tariffs

in the US. "To address the
concerns arising about uti-
lization of capacities by
manufacturing units in the
SEZs due to global trade dis-
ruptions, I propose, as a
special one-time measure,
to facilitate sales by eligible
manufacturing units in SEZs
to the DTA at concessional
rates of duty," she said in
her Budget speech. 

The quantity of such
sales will be limited to a pre-
scribed proportion of their

exports. She said that neces-
sary regulatory changes will
be undertaken to opera-
tionalise these measures
while ensuring level-playing
field for the units working in
the DTA. 

The industry had earlier
requested the Centre to per-
mit them sale of products
manufactured in SEZs in the
domestic market on pay-
ment of duty foregone on in-
puts as that would help
promote value addition.

FM proposes one-time measure to facilitate sales from SEZs to domestic mkt
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MI News Service, 7 Feb, 2026, Kolkata:  It has been decided 
to resume the service of 63592/63591 Asansol-Bokaro Steel City-
Asansol MEMU Passenger w.e.f 10.02.2026 as per following de-
tails. The train will run 6 days in a week except Sunday.
Timings of regular run of 63591/63592 Asansol-Bokaro Steel City-
Asansol MEMU Passenger will be as under:

MI News Service, Tadepalli:  YSRCP Mangalagiri constituency 
coordinator Dontireddy Vemareddy dismissed as "blatant lies" the 
Chief Minister's allegation that farmer land was forcibly taken for 
a helipad in Tadepalli during the YSRCP government.

Speaking to the media at the YSRCP central office in Tadepalli, 
he said the land in question has been under railway control for 
decades and that there is no evidence of any farmer cultivating it. 
He stated that the ruling government, unable to fulfil its promises 
to the people and facing criticism from the opposition, is resorting 
to mudslinging and misinformation to divert attention.

Vemareddy stated that the helipad site originally belonged to 
the Railways and was later leased to EID Parry Limited, a fertiliser 
company. After the company shut down, the land was auctioned, 
but as per records, it remains railway and government land.

He stressed that no agricultural activity ever took place there. 
He further pointed out that 10.04 acres in Survey Nos. 223/226/
C2 were already under the Collector's control in 2015, during 
the TDP tenure, as per RC No. 22/7, and had come into govern-
ment possession well before YSRCP assumed power. Claiming 
that farmers were cheated despite this record is misleading and 
shameful, he said.

He clarified that the helipad was constructed strictly in accor-
dance with Aviation Corporation norms to meet the Chief Min-
ister's security and travel requirements, and that all necessary 
permissions were obtained during the YSRCP government. He 
asserted that no land was encroached upon and no injustice was 
done to any farmer.

Stating that the Chief Minister is indulging in diversionary poli-
tics, Vemareddy said the government is attacking YSRCP only be-
cause it is being questioned over unfulfilled promises.

He urged the Chief Minister to stop false propaganda, focus on 
development, and use the mandate given by the people for the 
public good rather than engage in political blame-shifting. 

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  Rape convict and 
former Bharatiya Janata 
Party Member of Legislative 
Assembly Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar has approached the 
Supreme Court seeking bail 
in the case relating to the 
custodial death of the rape 
victim's father. The Supreme 
Court is scheduled to hear 
Sengar's bail plea on Mon-
day, February 9.

In the custodial-death 
case, a trial court has sen-
tenced Sengar to ten years' 
imprisonment. On January 
18, the Delhi High Court re-
fused to grant him bail. Sen-
gar has now challenged the 
High Court's decision before 
the Supreme Court.

In the rape case, the Su-
preme Court had earlier 
stayed the bail granted to 
Sengar by the High Court.

The Delhi High Court had 
on January 19 this year dis-
missed Kuldeep Singh Sen-
gar's plea seeking suspen-
sion of his 10-year sentence 
in the Unnao custodial-death 
case. Earlier, Sengar had 
been granted bail in the 
minor rape case on Decem-
ber 23, 2025. However, on 

December 29, the Supreme 
Court stayed the High Court's 
order granting him bail.

Sengar has been in cus-
tody since April 13, 2018 
and is serving a ten-year jail 
term in the custodial-death 
case of the Unnao rape vic-
tim's father.

He is also serving a life 
sentence in the minor's rape 
case. These cases arise from 
FIRs registered in 2018 at 
Makhi Police Station in Unn-
ao, Uttar Pradesh and were 
decided by the District and 
Sessions Judge (West) at the 
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi.

The background of the 
present case is that on June 
4, 2017, the minor daughter 
of the victim was alleged-
ly enticed on the pretext 
of being offered a job and 
taken to the house of appel-
lant Kuldeep Singh Sengar, 
where she was raped.

The High Court noted that 
on April 3, 2018, the fam-
ily of the minor rape victim 
had travelled to Unnao for a 
court hearing when her fa-
ther, the victim in this case, 
was brutally assaulted by the 
accused persons in broad 
daylight.

The following day, the po-
lice arrested the victim (who 
is the father of the rape vic-
tim), Surendra, on allega-
tions of illegal possession of 
arms. He subsequently suc-
cumbed to multiple injuries 
while in police custody on 
April 9, 2018.

MI News Service, Patna:  
Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju on Sat-
urday responded to Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi's remarks 
over the arrest of Purnia MP 
Pappu Yadav, saying that the 
matter was a police case and 
comments should not be made 
without knowing the details.

Lok Sabha Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi alleged 
that Pappu Yadav was arrested 
for demanding justice in the 
death case of a NEET aspirant 
in a hostel in Patna. Gandhi, in 
a post on X, said that Yadav's 
arrest is "an act of political 
vendetta" aimed at intimidat-
ing the voices in connection 
with the case. He further ac-
cused the BJP-NDA alliance of 
attempting to "derail" the case 
and "harass the family" to pro-
tect the criminals.

Reacting to statements by 
Gandhi, Rijiju said the arrest 
was carried out by the police 
in connection with a case and 
should be seen in that context.

"Who was arrested? MP Pap-
pu Yadav was arrested. Well, 
if he was arrested, the police 
must have done it, right? If 
someone is arrested in a police 
case, how can anyone comment 
without knowing the details? 
That is not right. It must be a 
police case," Rijiju said to the 
reporters.

He added that while Pappu 
Yadav is a Member of Parlia-
ment, the government cannot 
interfere in police action.

"He is our MP. I am the Min-
ister of Parliamentary Affairs; 
he is a member of our Parlia-
ment. But if the police take ac-
tion, what can I say about it?" 
Rijiju said.

Earlier today, Rahul Gandhi, 
in a post on X, wrote, "Standing 
firmly as the voice for justice 
for this daughter was fellow MP 
Pappu Yadav ji. His arrest to-
day is clearly an act of political 
vendetta, aimed at intimidating 
and silencing every voice that 
demands accountability."

"The suspicious death of an 
aspirant student for NEET in 
Patna under mysterious cir-
cumstances, and the entire se-
quence of actions that followed, 
have once again exposed the 
deep rot in the system. When 
the victim's family demanded 
a fair investigation and justice, 
the same old BJP-NDA play-
book came into play--derail 
the case, harass the family, 
and shield the culprits with the 
power of the state," he said.

Rahul Gandhi expressed con-
cern over the increased crime 
against women and criticised 
the government's tendency to 
"sit with eyes shut to this hor-
rifying reality."

"The most alarming fact is 
that this incident does not ap-
pear confined to a single case. 
It points toward a terrifying 
conspiracy and a dangerous 
pattern, where more daughters 
are falling victim, and those 
in power sit with eyes shut to 
this horrifying reality. This is 

not politics; it is a question of 
justice. It is a question of the 
honour and safety of Bihar's 
daughters," he said.

Pappu Yadav, however, was 
arrested on Friday after he 
failed to appear in an alleged 
land dispute case dating back 
to 1995. The case is linked to 
the Gardanibagh police station 
and involves several sections 
of the Indian Penal Code, now 
corresponding provisions un-
der the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita. Ahead of his arrest, Yadav 
had expressed fear about his 
safety and said he wanted to go 
directly to court instead of the 
police station.

Meanwhile, the bail applica-
tion of Independent Purnea MP 
Pappu Yadav will be heard on 
Monday, his Advocate Shivnan-
dan Bharti said on Saturday, as 
he alleged questionable police 
action in the MP's arrest and 
confirmed that Yadav has been 
shifted to Patna Medical College 
and Hospital (PMCH) under ju-
dicial custody due to his deteri-
orating health.

Separately, responding to op-
position claims that the govern-
ment had failed to protect agri-
cultural interests in the context 
of the 18 per cent tariff imposed 
by the United States under the 
interim India-US trade frame-
work, Rijiju dismissed the crit-
icism.

"When the details are known, 
the Congress party's mouths 
will be locked (silenced)," Rijiju 
said.

MI News Service, New Del-
hi:   The Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG) busted an international 
oil cargo smuggling racket 
through a complex sea-air 
coordinated operation on 
February 6, officials said here 
on Saturday.

According to the ICG, the 
syndicate was involved in 
smuggling large volumes 
of cheap oil and oil-based 
cargo from conflict-ridden 
countries and transferring 
it mid-sea to motor tankers 
in international waters for 
profit. The racket was being 
operated through a network 
of handlers based in multiple 
countries, coordinating the 
sale and transfer of cargo be-
tween sea-going vessels.

Three vessels were inter-
cepted by Indian Coast Guard 
ships about 100 nautical 
miles west of Mumbai on Feb-
ruary 5. Following sustained 
rummaging, verification of 

documents, corroboration of 
electronic data onboard the 
suspect vessels, and interro-
gation of crew members, ICG 
specialist boarding teams es-
tablished the chain of events 
and the modus operandi of 
the smugglers.

The Coast Guard said its 
technology-enabled surveil-
lance systems initially detect-
ed a motor tanker engaged in 
suspicious activity within the 
Indian Exclusive Economic 
Zone, prompting a detailed 
digital investigation. Further 
data pattern analysis of ves-
sels approaching the tanker 
identified two additional sus-
pect vessels involved in the 
illicit mid-sea transfer of oil-
based cargo, thereby evad-
ing significant duties owed 
to coastal states, including 
India.

On February 5, ICG special-
ist teams boarded the vessels 

and verified the digital evi-
dence, which led to their ap-
prehension. Preliminary in-
vestigations revealed that the 
vessels frequently changed 
their identities to evade law 
enforcement agencies of 
coastal states. The vessel 
owners are reportedly based 
in foreign countries.

The vessels are likely to be 
escorted to Mumbai for fur-
ther investigation and hand-
ed over to Indian Customs 
and other law enforcement 
agencies for necessary legal 
action.

The Indian Coast Guard 
said the operation, initiated 
through digital surveillance 
and enforced by its expand-
ing maritime presence, once 
again underscores India's 
role as a net provider of mari-
time safety and an enforcer of 
the international rules-based 
order.

MI News Service, New Delhi:  Tak-
ing a very strong view of the tragic 
accident reported in the Janakpuri 
area of West Delhi on Friday, the Chief 
Minister of Delhi, Rekha Gupta, has 
ordered immediate, time-bound action 
across all departments and executing 
agencies to prevent any recurrence of 
such incidents.

Expressing deep concern over laps-
es in safety arrangements at excava-
tion and digging sites, the Chief Min-
ister has directed strict enforcement of 
safety norms and fixed clear account-
ability on officers and contractors.

Following the Chief Minister's di-
rections, the Chief Secretary has issued 
a comprehensive Office Memoran-
dum mandating an eight-point safety 
framework to be followed without ex-
ception at all construction, repair and 
maintenance works involving digging 
or excavation of roads, footpaths and 
underground utilities across the Na-
tional Capital Territory of Delhi.

"The Chief Minister has taken a 
very serious view of the Janakpuri 
accident and made it clear that loss of 
life due to negligence is unacceptable. 
Public safety cannot be compromised 
under any circumstances. Account-
ability will be fixed, and strict action 
will follow wherever lapses are found," 
an official statement from the Delhi 
government said.

The directive applies to all depart-
ments and agencies under the admin-
istrative control of the Delhi govern-
ment, including but not limited to the 
Public Works Department (PWD), Irri-
gation and Flood Control Department 
(I&FC), Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), New 
Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), pow-
er distribution companies (DISCOMs) 
and all other executing agencies and 
contractors.

As per the eight-point directive, all 
work sites must display proper and 
adequate warning signage prominent-
ly and sufficiently in advance of all 
approaches. Reflector lights, blinkers 
and luminous tapes are to be manda-
torily installed around excavated areas 
and barricades, especially during night 
hours and in low-visibility conditions.

The Chief Minister has also ordered 
that strong, continuous and clearly vis-
ible barricading be ensured around the 
entire work site by all departments to 
prevent accidental access by pedestri-

ans, cyclists and vehicles. Barricades 
must be erected in a manner that 
eliminates the risk of accidents and 
ensures that no excavated material 
or open digging is visible to passers-
by or causes dust pollution. Wherever 
required, departments have been di-
rected to put in place safe pedestrian 
pathways and proper traffic diversion 
arrangements in coordination with the 
concerned authorities, ensuring mini-
mal inconvenience while prioritising 
safety.

Importantly, the directive fixes 
clear responsibility for compliance on 
both the concerned field officers and 
the executing agencies or contractors. 
Engineers-in-charge and field engi-
neers have been instructed to conduct 
regular inspections of all such work 
sites and ensure that prescribed safety 
measures are maintained throughout 
the execution period.

In a time-bound move, all depart-
ments and organisations have been 
ordered to carry out an immediate re-
view of all ongoing and recently under-
taken excavation and digging works 
within Delhi. A consolidated report de-
tailing the locations of such sites, safe-
ty measures in place and corrective 
steps taken wherever deficiencies are 
noticed must be submitted to the Chief 
Secretary's office within three days.

The Chief Minister has made it un-
equivocally clear that any violation, 
laxity or non-compliance with these 
instructions will be viewed seriously. 
In the event of any accident, injury or 
loss of life attributable to negligence, 
strict disciplinary action will be initi-
ated against responsible officers and 
agencies in accordance with rules, in 
addition to any other legal action that 
may be warranted.

All departments have also been 
directed to immediately issue in-
structions to subordinate offices, 
field officials and executing agen-

cies and to ensure regular monitor-
ing and strict enforcement of these 
safety measures at all work sites.

"The Chief Minister has made 
it clear that the safety of citizens 
is paramount. No department or 
contractor will be allowed to cut 
corners, and enforcement on the 
ground will be closely monitored," 
the statement added.

The Delhi government reiterated 
its commitment to ensuring public 
safety and accountability, stressing 
that systemic corrective action will 
be taken with a sense of urgency.

In a significant move to enhance 
urban safety and environmental 
standards, the Chief Minister's Of-
fice (CMO) has issued comprehen-
sive directives to all departments 
on excavation and digging sites.

Departments are required to 
install proper and adequate warn-
ing signage alongside reflectors , 
blinkers, or luminous tape to en-
sure visibility at all hours. To pre-
vent accidents, the CM has ordered 
the installation of strong, continu-
ous, and conspicuous barricades 
and has specifically instructed that 
excavated materials must be man-
aged so they are not visible to pass-
ersby and do not contribute to dust 
pollution.

Furthermore, the directives 
emphasise the creation of safe 
pedestrian pathways and the or-
ganisation of traffic diversion ar-
rangements to minimise public in-
convenience.

To ensure accountability, clear re-
sponsibility for compliance must be 
fixed for each project, supported by 
regular site inspections. As an imme-
diate measure, all departments have 
been directed to review of all ongo-
ing and recently undertaken excava-
tion works and submit a consolidated 
report to the CMO within three days.

The inaugural Special train 03592 Asansol-Bokaro Steel City 
MEMU will run from Asansol to Bokaro Steel City on 08.02.2026.

Resumption of service of 
63592/63591 Asansol-Bokaro Steel 

City-Asansol Memu passenger

YSRCP slams CM over 
false claims on helipad land

Kuldeep Sengar moves SC seeking 
bail in custodial-death case

"Pappu Yadav's arrest a police matter, 
comments without details not right": 

Kiren Rijiju on Rahul Gandhi's remarks

Indian Coast Guard busts international oil 
smuggling syndicate in daring mid-sea operation

Delhi CM takes strong view of 
Janakpuri accident; Issues eight-point 

safety directive to all departments

Communist Party CPI members took out a demonstration rally in support of 12th February- Bharat 
Bandh, in Bhubaneswar on Saturday.
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NEW MEXICO [US] :
According to a recent study
published in Science, E. coli
bacteria may be significant-
ly more capable of acquir-
ing antibiotic resistance
than scientists previously
assumed.

Led by SFI External
Professor Andreas Wagner,
the researchers experimen-
tally mapped more than
260,000 possible mutations
of an E. coli protein that is
essential for the bacteria's
survival when exposed to
the antibiotic trimethoprim.

Over the course of thou-
sands of highly realistic dig-
ital simulations, the
researchers then found that
75% of all possible evolu-
tionary paths of the E. coli
protein ultimately endowed
the bacteria with such a
high level of antibiotic
resistance that a clinician
would no longer give the
antibiotic trimethoprim to a
patient.

"In essence, this study
suggests that bacteria like
E. coli may be more adept
at evolving resistance to
antibiotics than we initially
thought, and this has
broader implications for
understanding how various

systems in evolutionary
biology, chemistry, and
other fields adapt and
evolve," says Wagner, an
evolutionary biologist at the
University of Zurich in
Switzerland.

Besides uncovering new
and potentially worrisome
findings about antibiotic
resistance, the researchers'
work also casts doubt on a
longstanding theory about
fitness landscapes. These
genetic maps represent
how well an organism -- or
a part of it, like a protein --
adapts to its environment.

On fitness landscapes,
different points on the land-
scape represent different
genotypes of an organism,
and the height of these
points represents how well
each genotype is adapted to
its environment. In evolu-
tionary biology terms, the
goal is to find the highest
peak, which indicates the
fittest genotype.

Prevailing theory
regarding fitness land-
scapes predicts that in
highly rugged landscapes,
or those with multiple
peaks of fitness, most evolv-
ing populations will become
trapped at lower peaks and

never reach the pinnacle of
evolutionary adaptation.

However, testing this
theory has been exceeding-
ly difficult until now due to
the lack of experimental
data on sufficiently large
fitness landscapes.

To address this chal-
lenge, Wagner and col-
leagues used CRISPR gene
editing technology to create
one of the most combinato-
rially complete fitness land-
scapes to date for the E. coli
dihydrofolate reductase
(DHFR) protein.

What they found was
surprising. The landscape
had many peaks, but most
were of low fitness, making
them less interesting for
adaptation. However, even
in this rugged landscape,
about 75% of the popula-
tions they simulated
reached high fitness peaks,
which would grant E. coli
high antibiotic resistance.

The real-world implica-
tions are significant. If
rugged landscapes like this
are common in biological
systems, it could mean that
many adaptive processes,
such as antibiotic resist-
ance, may be more accessi-
ble than previously thought.

The result could ulti-
mately lead to a re-evalua-
tion of theoretical models in
various fields and prompt
further research into how
real-world landscapes
impact evolutionary
processes.

"This has profound
implications not only in
biology but beyond,
prompting us to reevaluate
our understanding of land-
scape evolution across vari-
ous fields," Wagner says.
"We need to shift from
abstract theoretical models
to data-informed, realistic
landscape models."

CALIFORNIA [US] : It has been general-
ly held that when you eagerly dig into a
long-awaited dinner, signals from your
stomach to your brain keep you from
eating so much you'll regret it. A team of
scientists at UC San Francisco recently
decided to test the theory and the pic-
ture, it turns out, is a little different.

The team, led by Zachary Knight,
PhD, a UCSF professor of physiology in
the Kavli Institute for Fundamental
Neuroscience, discovered that it's our
sense of taste that pulls us back from the
brink of food inhalation on a hungry day.

Stimulated by the perception of
flavour, a set of neurons - a type of brain
cell - moves into action to curtail our
food intake.

"We've uncovered a logic the brain-
stem uses to control how fast and how
much we eat, using two different kinds
of signals, one coming from the mouth,
and one coming much later from the
gut," said Knight, who is also an investi-
gator with the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute and a member of the UCSF
Weill Institute for Neurosciences. "This
discovery gives us a new framework to

understand how we control our eating."
The study was published in Nature.
It could help reveal exactly how

weight-loss drugs like Ozempic work,
and how to make them more effective.

Pavlov proposed over a century ago
that the sight, smell and taste of food are
important for regulating digestion. More
recent studies in the 1970s and 1980s
have also suggested that the taste of food
may restrain how fast we eat, but it's
been impossible to study the relevant
brain activity during eating because the
brain cells that control this process are
located deep in the brainstem, making
them hard to access or record in an ani-
mal that's awake.

New techniques developed by lead
author Truong Ly, PhD, a graduate stu-
dent in Knight's lab, allowed for the
first-ever imaging and recording of a
brainstem structure critical for feeling
full, called the nucleus of the solitary
tract, or NTS, in an awake, active
mouse. He used those techniques to look
at two types of neurons that have been
known for decades to have a role in food
intake. The team found that when they

put food directly into the mouse's stom-
ach, brain cells called PRLH (for pro-
lactin-releasing hormone) were activat-
ed by nutrient signals sent from the GI
tract, in line with traditional thinking

and the results of prior studies.
However, when they allowed the mice to
eat the food as they normally would,
those signals from the gut didn't show
up. Instead, the PRLH brain cells

switched to a new activity pattern that
was entirely controlled by signals from
the mouth.

"It was a total surprise that these
cells were activated by the perception of
taste," said Ly. "It shows that there are
other components of the appetite-control
system that we should be thinking
about."

While it may seem counterintuitive
for our brains to slow eating when we're
hungry, the brain is actually using the
taste of food in two different ways at the
same time. One part is saying, "This
tastes good, eat more," and another part
is watching how fast you're eating and
saying, "Slow down or you're going to be
sick." "The balance between those is
how fast you eat," said Knight.

The activity of the PRLH neurons
seems to affect how palatable the mice
found the food, Ly said. That meshes
with our human experience that food is
less appetizing once you've had your fill
of it.

The PRLH-neuron-induced slowdown
also makes sense in terms of timing. The
taste of food triggers these neurons to

switch their activity in seconds, from
keeping tabs on the gut to responding to
signals from the mouth.

Meanwhile, it takes many minutes for
a different group of brain cells, called
CGC neurons, to begin responding to sig-
nals from the stomach and intestines.
These cells act over much slower time
scales - tens of minutes - and can hold
back hunger for a much longer period of
time.

"Together, these two sets of neurons
create a feed-forward, feedback loop,"
said Knight. "One is using taste to slow
things down and anticipate what's com-
ing. The other is using a gut signal to say,
'This is how much I really ate. Ok, I'm
full now!'" The CGC brain cells' response
to stretch signals from the gut is to
release GLP-1, the hormone mimicked
by Ozempic, Wegovy and other new
weight-loss drugs.

These drugs act on the same region
of the brainstem that Ly's technology has
finally allowed researchers to study.
"Now we have a way of teasing apart
what's happening in the brain that
makes these drugs work," he said.

Our sense of taste helps us pace our eating: Study

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Plants
lack visual organs, so how do they
know where light comes from? In
an original study combining
expertise in biology and engineer-
ing, the team led by Prof Christian
Fankhauser at UNIL, in collabora-
tion with colleagues at EPFL, dis-
covered that a light-sensitive plant
tissue uses the optical properties of
the interface between air and
water to generate a light gradient
that is 'visible' to the plant.

These results have been pub-
lished in the journal Science.

The majority of living organ-
isms (micro-organisms, plants and
animals) have the ability to deter-
mine the origin of a light source,
even in the absence of a sight
organ comparable to the eye. This
information is invaluable for ori-
enting oneself or optimal position-
ing in the environment. Perceiving
where light is coming from is par-
ticularly important for plants,
which use this information to posi-
tion their organs, a phenomenon
known as phototropism. This
enables them to capture more of
the sun's rays, which they then
convert into chemical energy
through the process of photosyn-
thesis, a vital process which is nec-
essary for the production of nearly
all of the food we eat. Although the
photoreceptor that initiates pho-
totropism has long been known,
the optical properties of photosen-
sitive plant tissue have until now
remained a mystery. A multidisci-
plinary study published in Science,
combining the expertise of the
teams of DrSc. Christian
Fankhauser (full professor and
director of the Integrative
Genomics Centre in the Faculty of
Biology and Medicine at UNIL),
DrSc. Andreas Schuler (head of the
Nanotechnology for Solar Energy
Conversion group at EPFL's Solar
Energy and Building Physics
Laboratory) and UNIL's Electron
Microscopy Centre uncovered.

WASHINGTON DC : People with diabetes (Diabetes
Mellitus) are two to three times more likely to suffer
from depression than those who do not, according
to the Centres for Disease Control.

Therapy, medicine, or both are currently avail-
able as treatment options. The scientific under-
standing of the multidimensional interplay between
food, mental health, and diabetes, on the other
hand, is still in its early phases.

The Mason researchers wanted to discover more
about the relationship between nutrition, diabetes,
and mental health.

According to two literature studies conducted by
assistant professor Raedeh Basiri, poor nutrition
plays a dual role in both the likelihood of acquiring
Type 2 diabetes and the impact on mental health,
including anxiety and sadness.

According to the findings, mental problems like
depression and anxiety raise the likelihood of hav-
ing Type 2 diabetes, and diabetes raises the risk of
developing depression and anxiety. Nutritional ther-
apies can help with both of these health problems.

"Our findings underscore the pivotal role of
dietary choices in reducing the risks associated with
both diabetes and mental health. The implications
of these findings extend beyond the scientific com-
munity, as they hold promise for informing public
health policies, health care practices, and dietary
recommendations that can positively impact the
general population, said Basiri, the lead author of
the papers. "Ultimately, the research seeks to
empower individuals to make informed and health-
promoting dietary choices that can serve as a proac-
tive strategy for the prevention and management of
diabetes, as well as anxiety and depression," Basiri
said. More specifically, the team's findings provide a
comprehensive view of the relationship between
dietary patterns, health outcomes, and the critical
role of eating behaviour in the context of Type 2 dia-
betes and mental health. The team found that eat-
ing foods rich in fresh fruits and vegetables, whole
grains, lean protein, and low-fat dairy is associated
with a reduced risk of Type 2 diabetes and mental
health disorders such as depression and anxiety.
Conversely, a diet with a large number of processed
foods was found to have a negative effect, increas-
ing the susceptibility to type 2 diabetes, depression,
and anxiety. Additionally, the research team found
that a diet with energy-dense foods but lacking in
essential nutrients, such as omega-3 fatty acids,
vitamin D, vitamin E, vitamin B6, vitamin B12,
folate, selenium, chromium, and magnesium, is
associated.

Study sheds light on antibiotic
resistance, fitness landscapes

Poor eating choices
are linked to poor
mental health, risk of
diabetes: Study

Research reveals
how plants deter-
mine where light

is coming from

Filmmaker Neeraj Pandey
has clarified that Ghooskhor
Pandat is a fictional cop
drama and that the term
"Pandat" is used only as a
colloquial name for a fic-
tional character. He stated
that the film focuses on an
individual's actions and
choices and does not repre-
sent or comment on any
caste, religion, or communi-
ty. Emphasising his respon-
sibility as a storyteller,
Pandey said the film was
made with sincere intent and solely for entertainment.
Acknowledging that the title has hurt some viewers, he said the con-
cerns are understood and respected. In response, the makers have
decided to temporarily withdraw all promotional materials, main-
taining that the film should be viewed in full and in its proper narra-
tive context rather than through partial previews. Pandey added that
he looks forward to sharing the film with audiences soon.

New Delhi/Beijing : Rise in fake
mental hospitals, and insurance
scams in China shines a spotlight
on how the country is struggling
to deal with its ageing popula-
tion, according to a media
report.  The Diplomat reported a
recent scam where private psy-
chiatric hospitals were admitting
patients on false pretenses to
defraud the government out of
vast quantities of medical funds.

Citing the Beijing News, the
report noted dozens of psychi-
atric hospitals in Xiangyang and
Yichang cities, which offer inpa-
tient hospitalisation either for a
small fee or for free.

This comes as treatment in
China is usually covered by med-
ical insurance programmes,
where patients would generally
be expected to pay at least a cer-
tain percentage of the cost of
their treatment.  

However, an undercover
reporter recorded treatments
worth about 140 yuan per day
per patient and claimed reim-
bursement for most of that from
government-run medical insur-
ance.   While some of these scam
hospitals only had a few patients,

some had well over 100. The
patients were mainly alcoholics
and elderly people drawn in by
the prospect of free food and
shelter.   In addition, the reporter
found poor conditions in the hos-
pitals, with physical and verbal
abuse common. Patients were
also forced into cleaning the hos-
pital, bathing other patients, and
performing other menial work.  

Importantly, some hospitals
also made it hard for patients to
leave once they had been admit-
ted, and it could stretch for
years.  

"This highlights the limita-
tions of China's current elder
care system, which assumes that
the vast majority of elderly peo-
ple will be cared for at home, by
their families," the report said.  

"Many of the elderly people
recruited for the scam came
from rural areas, where pen-
sions are particularly tiny, and
government services are weaker.
Moreover, countless villages have
been hollowed out as working-
age people seek work elsewhere,
leaving many rural elderly isolat-
ed from their families," the
report said. 

New York : In a major collaboration with
Indian law enforcement in the war on
drugs, US authorities have cracked down on
online drug-traffickers linked to the country
who are allegedly responsible for six over-
dose deaths in the US.  

The US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
said that they arrested four people in the US
and seized 200 websites linked to a
"transnational criminal organisation" (TCO)
based in India during "Operation
Meltdown". 

"Leveraging its global reach, DEA
actively collaborates with our Government
of India law enforcement partners to identi-
fy, investigate, and dismantle dangerous
criminal organisations that engage in these
types of illegal drug trafficking operations,"
the agency said. 

DEA Administrator Terrance Cole,
announcing the crackdown, said: "This case
demonstrates how foreign-based traffickers
exploit our healthcare system, hide behind
the internet, and use people inside the
United States to move dangerous drugs
under the guise of legitimate commerce." 

The DEA and the US prosecutor's office
for Eastern New York, based in Brooklyn,
said they seized the websites, which they
said were made to look like genuine phar-
macy sites but were dispensing drugs ille-
gally. 

The DEA said that it had identified thou-
sands of customers who used these online
pharmacies, and it has sent more than
20,000 letters to the public requesting
information in support of this ongoing
investigation. dangerous drugs under the

guise of legitimate commerce." 
The TCO, which the officials did not

identify, had been under investigation since
2022 by the DEA field office in Colorado, the
agency said. 

Following that up, DEA field offices
across the US conducted several raids from
January 27, arresting the four people, who
were also not identified, it said.

The DEA said that it also issued five

Immediate Suspension Orders (ISO) and one
Order to Show Cause (OTSC)  against the
"pharmacies" that may have had some form
of DEA registration.  According to the DEA,
the "online pharmacies" that it took down
had US website addresses and professional-
looking designs to falsely make them
appear legitimate. 

The counterfeit medications they dis-
pensed "are often made with fentanyl or
methamphetamine and taking them can
lead to serious health risks, including harm-
ful side effects, ineffective treatment, and
even death", it said. 

Investigators found that the online phar-
macies and their co-conspirators illegally
dispensed and shipped diverted medica-
tions, without valid prescriptions, to cus-
tomers throughout the US, violating the
Controlled Substances Act, the DEA said. 

Through these operations, the drug traf-
fickers were "dangerously infiltrating a
closed system of distribution intended to
keep patients safe" by requiring doctors'
prescriptions, it said. 

President Donald Trump had made the
war on illegal drugs, particularly fentanyl, a
key goal.  According to the US government,
73,000 people died of drug overdose in the
US during the 12-month period ending in
August.  Trump threatened China, the
major source of precursor chemicals for
making fentanyl, with tariffs and other
punitive actions. 

He said that involvement in drug traf-
ficking was a major reason for removing
Venezuela's former President, Nicolas
Maduro.

Patna : The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) has strengthened
its IPO governance framework
with the reconstitution of a dedi-
cated IPO Committee to oversee
and guide the listing process, as
part of its preparations for an
upcoming public offering. The
reconstituted IPO Committee will
be chaired by Shri Tablesh
Pandey, Non-Independent
Director. Other members include
Shri Srinivas Injeti, Prof. (Dr.)
Mamata Biswal, Justice (Retd.)
Smt. Abhilasha Kumari and Prof.
G. Sivakumar, all Public Interest
Directors, along with Shri
Ashishkumar Chauhan, Managing

Director and CEO of NSE. In a sep-
arate key decision, the NSE Board
has approved the incorporation of
a wholly owned subsidiary to
establish a coal exchange, subject
to regulatory approvals. The pro-
posed entity may be named
National Coal Exchange, Bharat
Coal Exchange or India Coal
Exchange, as cleared by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
The move aligns with the pro-
posed Coal Regulations, 2025,
notified by the Ministry of Coal.
The Board has also approved a
capital infusion of up to Rs 100
crore in the proposed coal
exchange subsidiary.

Working with India in war on drugs : US 
Fake mental hospitals, insur-
ance scam showcases China's

struggle with ageing population

Neeraj Pandey
Issues Statement on
Ghooskhor Pandat

NSE Board Outcome on Upcoming IPO

President Donald Trump had made the war on illegal drugs,
particularly fentanyl, a key goal.  According to the US govern-
ment, 73,000 people died of drug overdose in the US during the
12-month period ending in August.  Trump threatened China,
the major source of precursor chemicals for making fentanyl,

with tariffs and other punitive actions. 
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MI News Service, Kolkata, 7 Feb.26 : Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, Union Minister for Railways,
Information & Broadcasting and Electronics
& Information Technology, will inaugurate
the Siuri Road Over Bridge, dedicate the
Kumarpur Road Over Bridge to the Nation
and flag off the new Asansol–Bokaro train
service through Video Conferencing, along
with Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of the Op-
position, West Bengal Legislative Assembly,
on 08.02.2026. These projects mark a sig-
nificant step towards strengthening rail in-
frastructure, enhancing safety and
improving regional connectivity in West
Bengal and adjoining areas.

The newly constructed Road Over
Bridge in lieu of Level Crossing No. 22B/T
near Siuri Railway Station has been com-
pleted at a project cost of Rs 42 crore. The
bridge will remove long waiting time at the
level crossing, ensuring faster and
smoother daily travel for residents of Siuri
and adjacent areas. It will significantly en-
hance safety by eliminating a busy level
crossing and reduce traffic congestion
around Siuri station, improving mobility for
students, workers and local commuters.

Another major infrastructure addition is
the Road Over Bridge in lieu of Level Cross-
ing No. 1Spl/E between Barachak & Hirapur
Yard Line, constructed at a cost of Rs 54.83
crore. Located on the important GT Road
corridor, this bridge serves as a key link be-
tween the heart of Asansol city and large
parts of Paschim Bardhaman district as
well as Jharkhand. The ROB will facilitate
faster and smoother movement of trade and
traffic within the state and with neighbour-

ing states. It enhances safety on a heavily
used route, reduces congestion around
Asansol and improves daily commuting for
students, workers and local residents.

On the same occasion, a train service
between Asansol & Bokaro Steel City will
be flagged off, strengthening rail connec-
tivity between two major steel hubs of the
country. Both cities host major establish-
ments under SAIL, and the new service will
directly benefit industrial workers, daily
commuters and local residents. The train
will run via Paschim Bardhaman and Pu-
rulia districts of West Bengal and Bokaro
district of Jharkhand, enhancing both
intra-state and inter-state mobility. The
service is expected to cater to a large num-
ber of passengers from the two states, sup-
porting regional economic activity and
social connectivity.

Major Rail Infrastructure Boost In West 
Bengal: New Road Over Bridges And Asan-
sol–Bokaro Train Service To Be Inaugurated

MI News Service, Cairo: U.S. and
Iranian officials concluded a
round of talks on Friday, with both
sides agreeing to continue negoti-
ations, on which regional coun-
tries have pinned high hopes to
help steer the Middle East back
from the brink of a wider war.

Regional countries welcomed
the renewal of dialogue between
Tehran and Washington, the first
since U.S. strikes on Iranian nu-
clear facilities in June 2025, while
urging steps toward a peaceful,
lasting resolution of the nuclear
dispute and cautioning against the
risks of military escalation.

The talks focused exclusively
on Iran's nuclear program,
Araghchi said, adding that Tehran
did not discuss "any other topics"
with Washington, according to
Iran's official IRNA news agency.

Araghchi noted that Iran had
stressed that refraining from
threats and pressure was a pre-
requisite for dialogue, adding that
Tehran expected this principle to
be observed to allow negotiations
to continue.

Iran's state broadcaster IRIB
said Omani Foreign Minister
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi
held several meetings with both
delegations, facilitating the ex-
change of views.

Following the talks, Araghchi
admitted that the "very deep dis-
trust" between Tehran and Wash-
ington posed a major challenge to
the negotiations, adding that the
mistrust would need to be over-
come before a new framework for
talks could be established to safe-
guard "the Iranian people's inter-
ests."

Iran's Mehr News Agency said
Tehran rejected a U.S. demand for
"zero enrichment," noting Fri-
day's discussions centered on re-
ducing Iran's existing uranium
stockpile and described the talks
as "more serious" than previous

rounds.
Shortly after the talks con-

cluded in Oman, the United States
announced new sanctions aimed
at curbing Iran's oil exports, tar-
geting 14 vessels.

U.S. State Department
spokesman Tommy Pigott said
U.S. President Donald Trump re-
mained committed to reducing
Iran's oil and petrochemical ex-
ports under Washington's "maxi-
mum pressure" campaign.

Al Busaidi, the Omani foreign
minister, described the discussions
on social media as "very serious"
and "useful.The Egyptian Foreign

Ministry said Egypt fully supports
the renewed negotiations, stress-
ing that "there are no military so-
lutions" and that dialogue remains
the only viable path forward.
Cairo called for a constructive en-
vironment based on good faith and
mutual respect to reach a sustain-
able settlement of the Iranian nu-
clear issue.

Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud also welcomed
the talks, voicing hope they would
open a diplomatic path to ease
tensions and promote regional
stability.Qatar's Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said that the country
reaffirms its support for all de-es-
calation efforts, resolving conflicts
through diplomatic means, and
bolstering peace and regional sta-
bility.

Iraq also reiterates its full sup-
port for efforts to ease tensions
and promote stability and security
in the region, based on its belief in
the importance of dialogue and
diplomacy in resolving disputes,
according to a foreign ministry
statement.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres also welcomed the re-
sumption of talks, expressing hope
they would help reduce tensions
and prevent a broader crisis, his
spokesman said.

Regional countries welcome renewal of Iran-U.S. talks, call for further de-escalation

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India has completely
protected its agriculture
and dairy sectors in the
trade agreement with the
US, Union Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on
Saturday, February 7,
adding that the trade pact
will open a USD 30 trillion
market for Indian ex-
porters, especially Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSME), farmers and
fishermen.

“The agreement re-
flects India’s commitment
to safeguarding farmers’
interests and sustaining
rural livelihoods by com-
pletely protecting sensitive
agricultural and dairy
products,” Goyal said dur-

ing a press conference.
No genetically-modified

products will be allowed
into India, he said, adding
that staples like maize, rice,

wheat, millets, and ragi will
not see any impact. Fruits
grown in abundance in
India, including banana
and citrus, will remain pro-

tected. Meat, poultry, dairy
products, soya bean, sugar,
and cereals will not be af-
fected by the deal.

There will be significant
benefits for the textile and
leather sectors. Silk prod-
ucts have also been brought
under zero duty, said the
minister.

In the agriculture sec-
tor, several Indian products
will now be exported to the
US with zero duty. These in-
clude tea, spices, coconut
oil, vegetable wax, areca
nut, Brazil nuts, chestnuts
and a variety of fruits and
vegetables, he said.

According to the minis-
ter, vegetable roots, cereals,
barley, bakery products,
cocoa products, sesame

seeds, poppy seeds and cit-
rus juice will also face no
reciprocal tariffs and will
now enter the US market
duty-free.

Gems and jewellery, as
well as pharmaceutical
products, will also enjoy
duty-free access, boosting
India’s export competitive-
ness.

Key sectors that will
benefit are aircraft parts,
machinery parts, generic
drugs and pharmaceuticals.
Other items covered under
zero duty include coins,
platinum, clocks and
watches, essential oils,
some home decor items like
chandeliers, seeds and in-
organic chemicals and
compounds.

Agriculture, dairy fully protected in India-US trade deal: Piyush Goyal

MI News Service, Sambhal: A fresh
controversy has erupted in Sambhal
district, Uttar Pradesh, after Hindu
organisations protested the presence
of a framed Quranic verse hanging
above a classroom gate at a govern-
ment primary school in Nagla Purva
village, under Kurh Fatehgarh police
station.

Members of Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad reached the
school upon learning of the display
and demanded immediate action
against the staff. They argued that re-
ligious symbols have no place in gov-
ernment educational institutions and
accused assistant teacher Moham-
mad Nazim of imparting Islamic
teachings to students—an allegation
the teacher and several villagers
firmly rejected.

“I am a government teacher and
follow only the prescribed syllabus.
No religious lessons were ever given
to any child,” Mohammad Nazim told
reporters, calling the accusations
baseless and motivated.

Videos circulating from the inci-
dent show activists aggressively ques-
tioning teachers, inspecting
classrooms, blackboards, and books,
while moving through the premises
like an unofficial inspection team.

Protesters further alleged that
posters of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
and Goddess Saraswati had been re-
moved—claims denied by school staff.

Following a written complaint
submitted in the presence of police,
the framed verse was taken down.
Basic Shiksha Adhikari (BSA) Alka
Sharma swiftly suspended both the
headmistress, Pushpa Jatav, and as-
sistant teacher Mohammad Nazim,

stating that the matter violated school
norms and an inquiry had been or-
dered. “Action has been taken as a
precautionary measure,” she said.

Critics, including local education
activists and community members,
have questioned the haste of the sus-
pensions. “Deciding punishment be-
fore a proper probe under pressure
from street protests sets a dangerous
precedent,” one activist remarked. A
local resident added, “This quiet vil-
lage school had no prior complaints.
The teacher seems targeted only be-
cause he is Muslim.”

The episode has drawn parallels
to a 2023 case in Mathura, where a
Muslim headmaster was falsely ac-
cused of religious coercion; his sus-
pension was later revoked after
villagers and an inquiry cleared him.
Muslim community elders in Sambhal
expressed concern over a recurring
pattern, asking why similar scrutiny is
not applied to other religious symbols
in public spaces. As the official inquiry
proceeds, questions linger over equal
application of rules, administrative in-
dependence, and the impact of com-
munal pressure on educators.

MI News Service, Hyderabad:
AIMIM chief and Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi launched a
fierce critique of Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
during a public rally in Nizam-
abad on Friday, accusing him of
delivering repeated hate speeches
targeting Bengali-origin Muslims,
commonly referred to as “Miya”
Muslims in the state.

Owaisi condemned Sarma’s
remarks as rooted in fear and
prejudice, asserting that no gov-
ernment can be run on such
grounds. He stressed that the In-
dian Constitution guarantees
equality to all citizens irrespective
of religion or community, and no
authority—including a chief min-
ister—can violate this principle.

Highlighting discriminatory
rhetoric, Owaisi cited Sarma’s al-
leged statements blaming “Miya
Muslims” for rising vegetable
prices or telling voters to “go to
Bangladesh.” He particularly
mocked Sarma’s reported com-
ment urging people to short-
change Muslim auto-rickshaw
drivers: if the fare is ₹5, pay only
₹4.

Owaisi questioned the dignity
of such pettiness from a sitting
chief minister, noting that these
Muslims—descendants of labor-
ers brought by the British 150–
200 years ago—are Indian
citizens who speak Bengali and
earn honest livelihoods.

Sarcasm peaked when Owaisi
offered Sarma “two rupees” in
alms, saying, “Himanta Biswa
Sarma, I’m giving you these two
rupees—will you take them? I

know you’re a beggar for two ru-
pees.

Should I transfer it to your ac-
count?” He contrasted this with
the BJP’s vision of a developed
India aspiring to be the world’s
third-largest economy and a su-
perpower—even building homes
on the moon—yet refusing to pay
“one rupee” to an auto driver.

Bengali-origin Muslims in
Assam face socio-economic mar-
ginalization and are often labeled
“outsiders” or “illegal immi-
grants.” Sarma’s comments, in-
cluding intentions to “make the
Miya people suffer” during elec-
toral roll revisions and urging ha-
rassment, have drawn
widespread criticism.

Rights activist Harsh Mander
filed a police complaint in Delhi
accusing Sarma of hate speech
threatening constitutional values
and minority rights. Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind has approached the
Supreme Court, alleging the state-
ments are communal, unconstitu-
tional, and amount to hate speech
from a high constitutional office.

Owaisi fires back at Assam CM: “You’re begging 
for two rupees while dreaming of the moon”

Sambhal: Muslim teacher, headmistress suspended 
after Hindu groups object to Quranic verse in school

MI News Service, Wash-
ington: A document from
the White House showed
that the US agreed to
bring down the tariffs on
Indian goods because New
Delhi decided to stop im-
porting oil from Russia.
The development came in
the backdrop of India and
the US signing a trade deal
that lowers Washington’s
tariff on India to 18 per
cent from the previous 50
per cent.

According to a formal
White House presidential
executive order, titled,
“Modifying duties to ad-
dress threats to the United
States by the government
of the Russian Federa-
tion,” President Donald
Trump said, “India has
committed to stop directly
or indirectly importing
Russian Federation oil,
has represented that it will
purchase United States en-
ergy products from the
United States, and has re-
cently committed to a
framework with the
United States to expand
defense cooperation over
the next 10 years.”

The order said that the
United States had already
declared a national emer-
gency due to the “contin-
ued Russian Federation
Efforts to undermine the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Ukraine.” The
Biden administration, in
2022, issued an order ban-
ning the import of Russian
oil and petroleum prod-
ucts to “protect its na-
tional security.”

Later in 2025, the US
determined that the emer-
gency was ongoing and
that Russia posed a seri-

ous threat. In response, it
imposed a 25 per cent tar-
iff on Indian goods be-
cause it was importing
Russian oil at the time.

President Trump de-
clared that upon receiving
information and recom-
mendations from top offi-
cials, India stopped
directly or indirectly im-
porting Russian oil to ad-
dress the US’ national
emergency.

“I have determined
that India has taken signif-
icant steps to address the
national emergency,” the
document read, adding
that in recognition of the
act, the President decided
to “eliminate” the addi-
tional tariff.

Effective from 12:01
am EST on February 7,
“products of India im-
ported into the United
States shall no longer be
subject to the additional
ad valorem rate of duty of
25 percent,” the President
confirmed.

The President stated
that the White House will
monitor “whether India
resumes directly or indi-

rectly importing Russian
Federation oil.” Trump
also said that if the US
Secretary of Commerce
finds that India has re-
sumed the import of Russ-
ian oil, multiple
departments of the state
will come together to ad-
vise the President on the
action to be taken against
India, “including whether
I should reimpose the ad-
ditional ad valorem rate of
duty of 25 percent on im-
ports of articles of India.”

The Congress on Sat-
urday, Friday 7, took a
swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the
interim trade agreement
with the US, claiming the
deal is against India’s in-
terests, and that all the
“huglomacy and photo-
ops” have not amounted to
much.

Slamming the govern-
ment, the Opposition 
party cited a White House
release which said the 
US will now monitor
whether India is importing
oil from Russia, and said,
“Naam Narender, Kaam
Surrender.”

US tariff decreased as India stopped 
importing Russian oil: White House

UN concerned over ill-treatment of Palestinian 
returnees via Gaza's Rafah crossing

MI News Service, Kyiv :
The United States wants
Russia and Ukraine to find
a solution on how to end
the war, the largest since
World War II, before sum-
mer, President Volodymyr
Zelensky says.

In remarks to reporters
released by his office, Ze-
lensky says that the United
States has proposed a new
round of talks between
Kyiv and Moscow to take
place in Miami next week
and that Kyiv had agreed
to that.

Ukraine and Russia
concluded two days of US-
brokered peace talks in
Abu Dhabi this week with-
out a major breakthrough.

US wants Russia,
Ukraine to end
war by summer,
says Zelensky

Talks with U.S. in Muscat "a good start;" both
sides agree to continue negotiations -- Iranian FM
MI News Service, Mus-
cat: The indirect talks
between Iran and the
United States in Oman's
Muscat were "a good
start," with both sides
agreeing to continue
negotiations in the fu-
ture, Iran's Fars News
Agency reported Fri-
day, citing Iranian For-
eign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi.

Noting that the talks took place in "a
positive atmosphere," Araghchi, heading
the Iranian delegation, told reporters after
the hours-long talks that the two sides will
first hold consultations back in their capi-
tals, and then decide how and when it will
be regarding the next round of talks.

Meanwhile, according to a report by
Iran's official news agency IRNA, Araghchi
said the Friday talks focused solely on the
nuclear issues, and that Tehran did not dis-
cuss "any other topics" with Washington.

The Iranian delegation had pointed out
in the talks that refraining from threat and
pressure is the prerequisite for any dia-
logue, Araghchi said, adding that Iran ex-
pects that this point "definitely be observed
to prepare the ground for the talks' contin-
uation." Also, Iran's state-run IRIB TV,
quoting Araghchi as saying, reported that
Omani Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad Al Busaidi held several meetings
with the Iranian and U.S. delegations, help-

ing the two sides ex-
change their view-
points.

The "very deep dis-
trust" between Wash-
ington and Tehran
formed in the past
posed "a very big chal-
lenge to the negotia-
tions, and we firstly
have to overcome the
pervading atmosphere

of distrust and then, be able to design the
framework for a new dialogue capable of
safeguarding the Iranian people's inter-
ests," Araghchi noted.

Following the talks, Al Busaidi, the
Omani foreign minister, wrote a statement
on social media platform X, calling the talks
"very serious" and "useful." The discussions
helped clarify each side's position and iden-
tify potential areas for progress, he said,
adding that the parties "aim to reconvene
in due course, with the results to be consid-
ered carefully in Tehran and Washington."

Earlier in the day, IRIB TV reported that
the talks ended "for now" in Muscat, and
that the two delegations may return home,
whereas Iran's Mehr News Agency reported
that Iran rejected a "zero enrichment" de-
mand during the talks.

The two sides centered on the dilution
of Iran's existing uranium stockpile, Mehr
reported, adding that the atmosphere of the
talks was "more serious" than the previous
rounds of talks between the two sides.

Pir Abdullah Siddiqui of Furfura Darbar Sharif has passed
away. Following his demise, his only son, Pirzada Shaban Sid-
diqui, was met at Furfura on Friday by Furfura Development
Authority Chairman and Saptagram MLA Tapan Dasgupta. He
was accompanied by AITC State General Secretary Pirzada
Qasim Siddiqui, Pirzada Sahimuddin Siddiqui, Pirzada Syed
Nazimuddin, and other dignitaries.During the meeting, discus-
sions were held regarding preparations for the upcoming
Isaal-e-Sawab ceremony to be organised at Furfura. The lead-
ers stated that the sacred occasion is being observed in a mem-
orable manner this year on the initiative of the state Chief
Minister and assured that similar arrangements would con-
tinue in the future as well.Expressing his condolences, Tapan
Dasgupta said that had he been informed about the demise in
time, he would have attended the funeral. He added that he
deeply regrets not being able to be present for the final rites.

MI News Service, United
Nations: UN humanitarians
on Friday expressed con-
cern over reports of ill-
treatment of Palestinian
returnees via the Rafah
border crossing with Egypt,
amid deadly Israeli attacks
on civilians. The UN Office
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA)
said that Israeli airstrikes,
gunfire and shelling con-
tinue to be reported across
civilian areas of the Gaza 

The office said that civil-
ians and civilian infrastruc-
ture must always be
protected, and that they
must never be targeted or
used to shield military activ-
ities. The UN Development
Programme reported trans-
porting 21 returnees on
Thursday from the Israeli
checkpoint to Nasser Hospi-

tal in Khan Younis, where
OCHA and its partners oper-
ate a reception area, bring-
ing the number of returnees
received since Monday to 98.

The UN Human Rights
Office (OHCHR) warned
Thursday of a pattern of ill-
treatment, abuse and hu-
miliation of returnees by
Israeli forces and by armed
Palestinians allegedly
backed by the Israeli mili-
tary. "Accounts indicate that
some of the armed Palestini-
ans handcuffed and blind-
folded returnees, threatened
and intimidated them, con-
ducted searched and stole
personal belongings and
money," said the OHCHR.
"Upon arrival at the Israeli
checkpoint, returnees de-
scribed violence, degrading
interrogations, and invasive
body searches."
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T20 WC: Jasprit Bumrah misses
tournament opener due to illness
MUMBAI : Senior pacer Jasprit
Bumrah was unavailable for
selection in India's opener 2026
T20 World Cup opener against the
USA due to illness, said the BCCI
in a statement on Saturday

"Jasprit Bumrah was unavail-
able for selection for India's open-
ing T20 World Cup fixture against
the USA due to illness. The BCCI
medical team is closely monitor-
ing his condition."

As a result, Mohammed Siraj
was added to the playing XI, who
was recently drafted into the 15-
player squad after Harshit Rana
was ruled out due to a knee injury
during the warm-up match
against South Africa in Navi
Mumbai on February 4.
Mohammed Siraj last played a

T20I for India in July 2024 against
Sri Lanka in Pallekele.

"Following consultations with
a specialist and subsequent scans,
the BCCI medical team deemed
him unfit to participate in the
tournament. The team manage-
ment wishes him a speedy recov-
ery. Mohd. Siraj will join the team
as Harshit's replacement in the
squad," BCCI had stated in its
press release.

India also missed out on Sanju
Samson and picked in-form Ishan
Kishan as the first-choice wicket-
keeper batter in the tournament
opener. Earlier, USA won the toss
and elected to bowl against India
at the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai on Saturday.

Ishan Kishan will open the

innings with Abhishek Sharma.
Ishan scored 53 in the warm-up
game against South Africa as an
opener. He scored 103 as one drop
against New Zealand in their last
T20 game in Trivandrum.

Playing XIs:
India: Abhishek Sharma, Ishan

Kishan (wk), Tilak Varma,
Suryakumar Yadav (capt), Hardik
Pandya, Rinku Singh, Shivam
Dube, Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh,
Mohammed Siraj, Varun
Chakravarthy

USA: Saiteja Mukkamalla,
Andries Gous (wk), Monank Patel
(capt), Milind Kumar, Sanjay
Krishnamurthi, Harmeet Singh,
Shubham Ranjane, Mohammad
Mohsin, Shadley van Schalkwyk,
Saurabh Netravalkar, Ali Khan.

PC JHA 

RANCHI/KATHMANDU :
Powered by an impressive per-
formance from young footballers
of Jharkhand, India clinched the
SAFF Under-19 Women's
Football Championship 2026 title
after registering a commanding
4-0 victory over Bangladesh in
the final. 

The championship was organ-
ised by the South Asian Football
Federation (SAFF) and held in
Kathmandu, Nepal, from January
31 to February 7.

India dominated the tourna-
ment with disciplined play, tech-
nical superiority and attacking
flair. In the final, India outclassed
Bangladesh in all departments,
with Jharkhand's Elizabeth
Lakra also finding the back of the
net to contribute to the emphatic
win. Notably, six players from
Jharkhand were selected in the
Indian squad, underlining the
state's growing prominence in
women's football. 

Four players-Elizabeth Lakra,
Anita Dungdung, Suraj Muni
Kumari and Vinita Horo-were
part of the Residential Girls
Football Training Centre run by
the Jharkhand government at the
Indoor Stadium in Gumla.

Anushka Kumari from the
Residential Girls Football
Training Centre, Hazaribagh,
and Divyani Linda from Star
Warriors, Ranchi, were also
included in the national team.

Throughout the tournament,
the Indian team displayed out-
standing consistency, defeating
strong teams such as Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh on their
way to lifting the title.

Following this remarkable
achievement, Chief Minister
Hemant Soren congratulated the
players for their historic success.
Sports Minister Sudivya Kumar
Sonu, Sports Secretary Manoj
Kumar, Sports Director Asif
Ikram, Jharkhand Olympic
Association Secretary
Madhukant Pathak, and
Jharkhand Football Association
General Secretary Gulab Rabbani
also extended their congratula-
tions, praising the players for
bringing pride to the nation and
the state.

The triumph has once again
highlighted Jharkhand's signifi-
cant contribution to Indian
women's football and reinforced
the importance of structured
grassroots training programmes
in nurturing young sporting 
talent.

NEW DELHI : Olympian Elavenil
Valarivan narrowly defeated
Japan's Misaki Nobata to win gold
in the 10m Air Rifle women's event.
Meanwhile, Shambhavi Kshirsagar
set a new record at the Asian
Junior Finals and took gold in the
junior category at the Asian
Rifle/Pistol Championship 20206,
held at the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting
Range in New Delhi. 

Meghana Sajjanar also made it
to the podium with a bronze medal,
and along with Manyata Singh and
Aneesha Sharma, helped India
achieve a clean sweep of the Junior
women's medals.

India maintained their domi-
nance in the championship, win-
ning ten gold medals on the fourth
day of competition, bringing their
total medal count to 43, with 27
gold, 10 silver, and eight bronze.
Ojasvi Thakur also earned gold in
the women's youth category.

India began the day by dominat-
ing the podium in the 50m Men's
Pistol event, with former 10m Air
Pistol World No 1 Saurabh
Chaudhary taking gold. He was fol-
lowed by Kamaljeet Chaudhary and
current World Champion Ravinder
Singh, who won silver and bronze,
respectively. Additionally, Yogesh
Kumar secured gold in the junior
category.

Elavenil was in fifth place after
two series but gradually moved into
the lead by the 18th shot. She
maintained her composure to stay
at the top, with Nobata Misaki and
Meghana close behind. Arya Borse,
who was in medal position until the
18th shot, missed out after scoring
a low 9.8, followed by two 10.2's.

Nobata finished her finals with two
consecutive 10.8s, while Elavenil
achieved ten hits averaging 10.6 in
the elimination stage, including one
10.9. The Indian team also secured
gold with a combined score of
1892.6.

In the Junior finals, Shambhavi
set a new Asian Junior record of
253.7, surpassing Isha Anil
Taksale's 253.1 from Jakarta in
2024. She started strongly and
maintained her lead to win gold,
finishing with a four-point margin
over Manyata Singh, who scored
249.7. Her last eight shots were
10.7, 10.7, 10.8, 10.8, 10.9, 10.5,
10.9, and 10.7, demonstrating her
dominance. Aneesha Sharma

earned bronze with a final score of
227.5. Together, Shambhavi,
Aneesha, and Sandrata Roy
secured the team gold with a total
score of 1884.2.

Ojasvi Thakur secured all the
gold medals available for India on
that day, winning the Youth catego-
ry with a final score of 250.4. Sri
Lanka's Umaya Ovitigala
Withanage took silver, while
Yasmin Figila Achadiat earned
bronze. Ojasvi also teamed up with
Anvii Vikram Rathod and Hrudya
Shri Kondur to win the team gold
with a score of 1890.6.

Other Results
50m Pistol Men
Gold - Saurabh Chaudhary

(India) - 563-12x
Silver - Kamaljeet Chaudhary

(India) - 561-16x
Bronze - Ravinder Singh (India)

- 559-10x
50m Pistol Men Team
Gold - India
Silver - Uzbekistan
Bronze - Vietnam
50m Pistol Junior Men
Gold - Yogesh Kumar (India) -

557-10x
Silver - Sodikjon Abdullaev

(Uzbekistan) - 544-10x
Bronze - Guntajpreet Singh

(India) - 542-7x
The medals for the mixed team

event in Air Rifle will be awarded
on Sunday.

CLARKE LEADS
OVERSEAS TEAM,
NAGAL SPEAR-
HEADS INDIAN
CHARGE AT DELHI
OPEN FROM FEB 16
NEW DELHI : Jay Clarke from Great Britain will
lead a robust international lineup at the Delhi
Open 2026, with Indian player Sumit Nagal
headlining the local competitors. The ATP
Challenger event is set to take place from
February 16 to 22 here at the DLTA Complex. 

Nagal, India's leading singles player and the
only Indian with direct entry into the singles
main draw, will be a major highlight for local
fans.

Nagal, a regular participant on the chal-
lenger circuit, has consistently played at the top
level and will likely look to leverage the familiar
conditions in New Delhi.

Over the years, the tournament has built a
reputation for featuring strong fields and top-
level competition, attracting players close to
breaking into the top ranks of men's tennis.

Rohit Rajpal, President of the Delhi Lawn
Tennis Association (DLTA), emphasised the tour-
nament's significance for Indian tennis ahead of
the event.

"The Delhi Open has firmly established itself
as one of the most competitive and professional-
ly run Challenger events in the region. Over the
years, the tournament has played a critical role
in bridging Indian talent with top international
competition, giving our players the invaluable
advantage of competing at home while offering
fans the opportunity to experience world-class
tennis at close quarters," Rajpal said.

The field also includes talented Japanese
teenager Rei Sakamato, his compatriot Rio
Noguchi, and Kazakhstan's Beibit Zhukayev,
highlighting a strong Asian presence.

"Equally important is the inspiration it pro-
vides to young players training at DLTA and
across the country, showing them that the path-
way to the international stage is both real and
achievable."

Talented Indian players Manas Dhamne and
Karan Singh will compete in the singles quali-
fiers on February 15, adding domestic excite-
ment to the tournament.

MUMBAI : England captain Harry
Brook has admitted that the past few
weeks have been difficult following
the controversy around his visit to a
Wellington nightclub, but added that
he now wants to move on and focus
on the T20 World Cup 2026, where he
will captain the side for the first time
in an ICC tournament. 

England begins their T20 World
Cup campaign against Nepal at the
Wankhede Stadium on Sunday.
However, their preparations have
been affected by the attention around
Brook's off-field issue.

The incident came to light in early
January, when it was revealed that
the 26-year-old had an altercation
with a nightclub bouncer before lead-
ing England in a match against New
Zealand in November. Brook apolo-
gised for his behaviour and also
admitted later that he had lied to the
media when he initially said no other
England players were present.

Ahead of the World Cup start,
Brook has admitted that the past few
months have been rough for him.

"It has been pretty horrendous, to
be honest, but that is part of it. It has
just been tough. People have been
able to support me around the
group," he told the BBC.

Brook was fined by the England
and Wales Cricket Board and issued a
final warning for his conduct follow-
ing the altercation with the bouncer.

Brook said the episode has taught
him important lessons about leader-
ship, and he will be more aware of his
actions in the future.

'I've definitely learnt there's a hell
of a lot more responsibility on your
shoulders when you're captain. When
you're a leader, you can't take that
responsibility lightly," he said.

"You have got to lead from the
front on and off the field, and any-
thing you do can really turn against
you, so you have got to be on the ball

pretty much all of the time," the skip-
per added.

Brook asserted that the situation
has not affected his batting and he is
in good touch ahead of the tourna-
ment. "Thankfully, I'm fairly good at
hitting a ball, so I don't think it has
affected me," he said

"It's weird, as a professional
sportsman, when you get out to the
wicket, and you're a batter, everything
just seems to float away, and you
don't even know what's going on. All
you're focusing on is that cricket
ball," he added.

England are placed in the C group
alongside the West Indies, Scotland,
Nepal, and Italy as they aim for their
third T20 World Cup title.

England comes into the World Cup
in strong form, having won 10 of their
last 11 T20 matches. They recently
completed a 3-0 series win in Sri
Lanka, where they will also play their
Super 8 matches if they qualify.

BOXAM ELITE: 12
INDIANS ENTER
FINALS AS SACHIN,
LOVLINA LEAD CHARGE
ON PENULTIMATE DAY
LA NUCIA (SPAIN) : Twelve Indians, includ-
ing eight women and four men, will com-
pete for gold on the final day of BOXAM
Elite International 2026, following another
session full of assured performances.

Leading the men's charge was Sachin
(60kg), who extended his brilliant run with
another dominant win over England's Jack
Dryden. Over in the women's section,
Olympic medallist Lovlina Borgohain (75kg)
stormed through to the finals with a unani-
mous victory over Wales' Rosie Eccles.

Held in La Nucia, Alicante, Spain, the
BOXAM Elite 2026 has featured over 200
boxers from 20 nations. India (12) is the
most well-represented nation in Saturday's
finals - ahead of heavyweights Kazakhstan
(11), Ukraine (5), and hosts Spain (4) and is
assured of at least one gold, with the Elite
Women 54kg final being an all-Indian affair. 

India's women continued their strong
showing with commanding semifinal wins
across divisions, headlined by the confirma-
tion of a gold in the 54kg category, where
Preeti and Poonam will face off for the title.
Elsewhere, Manju Rani (48kg), Nitu (51kg),
Priya (60kg), Arundhati Choudhary (70kg),
and Naina (80kg) all advanced to the finals
with emphatic victories, underlining India's
depth and consistency across weight class-
es.

In the men's competition, India added
further finalists through dominant displays
from Deepak (70kg), Akash (75kg), and
Ankush (80kg). Deepak produced one of the
session's standout moments by forcing a
first-round RSC against Kazakhstan's World
Boxing Cup Finals' silver medallist Nurbek
Mursal, while Akash and Ankush negotiated
tough bouts against Kazakh opponents to
seal their places in Saturday's gold-medal
contests.

India's campaign also saw several box-
ers finish on the podium with bronze
medals after falling at the semifinal stage,
including Pranjal Yadav (65kg), Kajal
(65kg), Sanamacha Chanu (75kg), and
Mankirat Kaur (80+kg) in the women's
competition. Jadumani Singh (55kg),
Mohammed Hussam Uddin (60kg), and
Hitesh Gulia (70kg) secured bronze finishes
in the men's draw.

SAFF U-19 Women's
Championship: Jharkhand
Girls Shine as India Defeat
Bangladesh to Clinch Title

Jemimah joins Harmanpreet, Smriti, Deepti in

women's central contracts Grade A: Report
NEW DELHI : All-format skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, star batter Smriti
Mandhana and all-rounder Deepti
Sharma have been retained in Grade A,
while Jemimah Rodrigues has been pro-
moted from Grade B in the women's cen-
tral contracts, as per reports.

In the topmost category, a player
earns Rs 50 lakh annually, while those in
the B and C categories are paid Rs 30
lakh and Rs 10 lakh, respectively.

The BCCI has awarded central con-
tracts to 21 players in the women's cate-
gory, according to a Dainik Jagaran
report.

Eight players, Pratika Rawal, Kranti
Goud, Shree Charani, Harleen Deol,
Kashvee Gautam, G Kamalini, Vaishnavi
Sharma and Tejal Hasabnis are the new
entrants in the central contract list.

Yastika Bhatia, Radha Yadav,
Arundhati Reddy, Amanjot Kaur, Uma
Chetry, and Sneh Rana have all retained

their central contracts.
The report stated that Renuka

Thakur, Shafali Verma, Richa Ghosh and
Sneh Rana have all been slotted in grade
B, while grade C includes Radha Yadav,
Amanjot Kaur, Pratika Rawal, Kranti
Goud, Uma Chetry, Arundhati Reddy,
Shree Charani, Yastika Bhatia, Harleen

Deol, Kashvee Gautam, G Kamalini,
Vaishnavi Sharma and Tejal.

According to the 2024/25 contracts
list announced in March 2025, Renuka
Singh, Jemimah Rodrigues, Richa Ghosh
and Shafali Verma have all been
retained in Grade B, while Yastika
Bhatia, Radha Yadav, Sneh Rana and
Pooja Vastrakar join them in Grade C in
the central contracts list from the
2022/23 season. Shreyanka Patil, Titas
Sadhu, Arundathi Reddy, Amanjot Kaur,
and Uma Chetry were the fresh faces
who made the cut for the retainership.

After their maiden ODI World Cup
crown, the Women in Blue are gearing
up for the multi-format series against
Australia, starting from February 15.

Meanwhile, the BCCI will discuss pos-
sible changes to the India men's central
contracts system at its next Apex Council
meeting, as per proposals from the Ajit
Agarkar-led selection committee. 

'It's time to focus on what's more important,'
Brook ready to move on from nightclub incident

Asian Rifle/Pistol C'ships: Elavenil wins gold, Shambhavi
breaks junior record for top-of-the-podium finish


