
Mamata inaugurates Bagala Maa temple in Kalighat on Makar Sankranti
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee inaugurated the newly constructed Bagla Maa temple in Kalighat on Wednesday afternoon, coinciding with the festival of
Makar Sankranti. She arrived at the temple premises in the afternoon, accompanied by Abhishek Banerjee’s mother Lata Banerjee and popular singer Imon Chakraborty.
A special puja was organized at the temple, and during the rituals, the Chief Minister rang the ceremonial Kasar-Ghanta (temple bell). Makar Sankranti, one of the 13
major Bengali festivals of the year, is celebrated with religious fervor across the state. Millions of devotees take holy dips at Gangasagar, while in Birbhum, the Joydeb
Mela begins on this day. The Tusu festival is also observed during this period, creating a festive atmosphere across West Bengal. Against this backdrop, Mamata Banerjee
participated in the inauguration ceremony of the Bagla Maa temple in Kalighat, offering prayers and blessings to devotees present. 
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Mamata's interim 

Budget triggers 
expectations before poll

A sadhu whirls his flowing jata after taking a Holy dip in the River Ganga at sunrise, on the occasion of Makar Sankranti at the Gangasagar Mela,
Sagar Island, on Wednesday.                                                                                                                                               Pic:  Prabir Bhattacharya

Over nine lakh
devotees take holy
dip in Magh Mela
MI News Service, Prayagraj
: MI News Service, Praya-
graj :  More than nine lakh
devotees took a dip in the
Ganga and at the Sangam
here on Wednesday morn-

ing as part of Makar
Sankranti festivities, offi-
cial sources confirmed.
While many parts of the
country are celebrating
the harvest festival on
Wednesday, Uttar Pradesh
will celebrate Makar 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Kolkata :
With barely three months  to
go for the much anticipated
West Bengal Assembly polls,
the spotlight in the state  has
now shifted to the next
month’s  interim budget,
widely viewed as Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee's last
major opportunity to woo
voters before the model
code of conduct kicks in.
Going by convention, the
state budget is presented
within a week of the Union
Budget.

With Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman set to
table the Union Budget for
2026-27 on February 1, the
state government is ex-
pected to convene its own
budget session in the first
week of February and place
a 'vote on account'. Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay
has confirmed that prepara-
tions for the budget session
are already underway, sig-
nalling that the state gov-
ernment is entering a
crucial pre-election phase
where fiscal announce-
ments often double up as
political messaging. "The
process for the budget ses-
sion has started. The House
is likely to meet in the first
week of February," he said

The interim budget will out-
line proposed expenditures
and flagship announce-
ments, with the understand-
ing that full implementation
would follow only if the in-
cumbent government re-
turns to power. In 2021,
ahead of the last Assembly
polls, the Trinamool Con-
gress government used the
interim budget to signifi-
cantly enhance allocations
for 'Lakshmir Bhandar',
now one of the state's most
popular social welfare
schemes.

The monthly assistance
under the scheme was
raised from Rs 500 to Rs
1,000, a promise that was
later fulfilled after the party
returned to power for a
third consecutive term. Po-
litical observers say prece-
dent has sharpened
speculation this time around
over whether the govern-
ment will again sweeten ex-
isting welfare schemes or
announce fresh benefits tar-
geting women, the rural
poor and marginalised
groups, constituencies that
form the backbone of the
party's electoral strategy.
"The budget before elec-
tions is never just about 

uu Continued on page 3

Pongal a global festival, cherished by all world over: PM Modi
MI News Service, New Delhi :
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said Pongal, which
gave the message of maintaining
harmonious balance with nature,
has emerged as a global festival,
cherished by Tamilians world
over. Participating in Pongal cele-
brations at the residence of Union
Minister L Murugan, the Prime

minister said this festival cele-
brates the hard work of  farmers
and expresses gratitude to the
land and the Sun. "The festival of
Pongal reminds us that gratitude
should go beyond mere words and
become an integral part of our
daily lives. When the Earth pro-
vides us with so much, it is our re-
sponsibility to cherish and protect

it,"PM Modi said at the celebra-
tions that had Union Ministers, bu-
reaucrats, and people from a
cross-section of society in atten-
dance.

The Prime minister said that
around the world, the Tamil com-
munity and those who cherish
Tamil culture celebrate Pongal
with great enthusiasm, and he

was proud to be among them. PM
Modi said Tamil culture was one of
the oldest living civilisations in the
world and embodied centuries of
wisdom and tradition that draw
lessons from history to guide the
way toward the future. "Inspired
by this legacy, today's India draws 

uu Continued on page 3

The Mamata Baner-
jee government has
made elaborate
arrangements for
the mela... Giving
the status of a na-
tional mela to the
Gangasagar mela 
is up to the Union
government  as well
as on the people.
People have seen all
kinds of arrange-
ments made here.
Such a huge 
gathering is not 
organised anywhere
else in India...

‘’

Sujit Bose 
West Bengal fire 
Brigade minister 
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MI News Service, Kalyani:  
The Nipah virus has sparked 
panic across West Bengal amid 
fears of its spread in the state. 
Two nurses suspected to be in-
fected with Nipah are currently 
undergoing treatment in hospi-
tal. Even as investigations con-
tinue into how the virus entered 
Bengal, another nurse suspected 
of Nipah infection was admitted 
to Kolkata’s Beleghata ID Hospi-
tal late on Tuesday night. She has 
been placed in an isolation ward, 
and contact tracing tests are cur-
rently underway.

Considering the seriousness 
of the situation, the Centre and 
the state government have joint-
ly stepped up strict surveillance. 
Specific protocols have been put 
in place to tackle the infection, 
including sample collection, con-
tact tracing, isolation, and bed 
preparedness. 

Sources in AIIMS Kalyani said 
that a good number of people 
those came closer to 2 nurses, 
are under process of examination 
in AIIMS K but none so far was 
reported Nipah virus positive.

Ranjit Kumar Das, Acting 
Chief Medical Officer of Health of 
Nadia district, said on Wednes-
day that the family members of 
the house in Krishnaganj, Nadia, 
where two persons suspected of 
being infected with the Nipah 
virus had stayed during a visit, 
have been kept under observa-
tion.

“Beyond this, I do not have any 
further information. However, 
those suspected of being infected 
are not residents of Nadia; they 
had come from outside,” he add-
ed.

A team of specialist docstate 
and central health departments 
has already visited the private 
hospital in Barasat. Samples of 
at least 14 people who came into 
contacttors from both the  with 
the infected nurse have been sent 
to AIIMS for testing. In addition, 
samples have also been collected 
from several individuals at Kat-
wa and Burdwan Medical College 
and Hospital.

Across the border from 
Ghogragachhi village in Krish-
naganj lies Chuadanga in Ban-
gladesh, with Kushtia located a 
short distance away. These areas 
have been witnessing a rise in 
Nipah cases for some time. Ac-
cording to sources, Infrared cam-
era footage has even captured 
bats feeding on date palm sap in 
the region, raising concerns that 
the infection may have spread to 
Bengal from there.

According to doctors, the 
nurse infected with Nipah at 
the Barasat private hospital 
had visited the border village 
of Ghogragachhi on December 
15 last month to attend a family 
wedding. It is suspected that she 
consumed raw date palm sap 
during her visit, which may have 
led to the infection.

Nipah virus attacks 
2, Centre and State 
steps up jointly to 
prevent outbreak

Opening Ceremony of JIS Samman Sports 2026 Emphasising Human–AI Collaboration as 
Core of Enterprise Transformation: CII

Calcutta Public English School Celebrates 10th Annual Sports Day with Grandeur

People Gather in Rivers, Ponds 
and Reservoirs for Makar Snan

Clashes erupt at SDO office  
between BJP-TMC over SIR

Drones Beneath the Waves for Gangasagar Safety

Lakhs take Holy dip at Gangasagar on Makar Sankranti Sea of Faith at Gangasagar as Makar Snan 
Draws Over 85 Lakh Pilgrims from Across India

MI News Service, Kolkata: The 
Opening Ceremony of JIS Samman 
Sports and Games 2026 was suc-
cessfully organized on 8th Janu-
ary 2026 at the JIS Campus with 
great enthusiasm and sportsman 
spirit. The event marked the com-
mencement of a major inter-colle-
giate sports festival under the JIS 
Group of Institutions.

The ceremony was graced by 
several eminent dignitaries. The 
Chief Guest, Goutam Sarkar, leg-
endary footballer, inspired the 
students with his motivational 
address emphasizing discipline, 
dedication, and sportsmanship. 
The occasion was further dig-
nified by the presence of Samar 
Pal,  former CAB President, whose 
association added prestige to the 
event. Taranjit Singh, Managing 
Director of JIS Group, also hon-
ored the program and encouraged 
students to actively participate in 
sports for holistic development.

The opening address of the cer-
emony was delivered by Dr. Par-
tha Sarkar, Principal, JIS College 
of Engineering. In his address, he 
warmly welcomed all dignitar-
ies, principals of group colleges, 
faculty members, student partici-

pants and press media. He high-
lighted the importance of sports 
in shaping leadership qualities, 
discipline, and teamwork among 
students, and emphasized the role 
of JIS Samman Sports 2026 in fos-
tering unity and healthy competi-
tion among the institutions of the 
JIS Group.

The event was conducted un-
der the esteemed leadership of 
Dr. Avijit Sengupta, Chairman, JIS 
Samman 2026, and U. S. Mukher-
jee, Chairman, JIS Samman Sports 
2026. The program was efficiently 
convened by Dr. Partha Sarkar, 
Convener, JIS Samman Sports 
2026 and Principal, JIS College of 

Engineering, whose guidance en-
sured the smooth execution of the 
ceremony.

The opening ceremony was fur-
ther graced by the presence of the 
Principals of 18 different colleges 
under the JIS Group, reflecting 
unity and collaboration among the 
institutions. A total of 18 colleges  
are participating in JIS Samman 
Sports and Games 2026, with 
around 450 student participants. 
The responsibility of hosting this 
prestigious event has been un-
dertaken by JIS College of Engi-
neering, an institution accredited 
with NAAC ‘A’ Grade, recognized 
by NIRF, and accredited by NBA, 

reflecting excellence in academics 
as well as extracurricular activi-
ties.

The ceremony included the 
touch relay, flag hoisting, parade, 
Orth taking, inaugural addresses, 
motivational speeches by the dig-
nitaries, and a formal declaration 
of the games open. The event  con-
cluded with a pledge emphasizing 
fair play, discipline, and sports-
manship.

As part of JIS Samman Sports 
2026, indoor sports events are 
also scheduled. A Carrom Tourna-
ment  will be held on 9th January 
2026, followed by a Chess Tour-
nament on 10th January 2026. 
Furthermore,  other outdoor and 
team sports events will be con-
ducted at Dr. Sudhir Chandra Sur 
Institute of  Technology & Sports 
Complex and GNCC Campus from 
12th January to 22nd January 
2026, providing students with op-
portunities to showcase strategic 
and analytical skills.

The opening ceremony success-
fully set an energetic and inspiring 
tone for JIS Samman Sports 2026, 
fostering unity, healthy compe-
tition, and holistic development 
among students of the JIS Group.

MI News Service, Kolkata: CII on Wednesday 
highlighted the transformative potential of artificial 
intelligence in Indian enterprises at “AI: The New 
Engine of Enterprise”, a precursor to the India AI 
Impact Summit organised by CII Eastern Region in 
Kolkata. Industry leaders emphasised that the future 
of enterprise growth will be driven by collaboration 
between human and AI, reshaping productivity, deci-
sion-making, and business outcomes.

Pankaj Vyas, CEO & Managing Director, Siemens 
Technology & Services Pvt Ltd, said the world has 
entered the age of the Intelligence Revolution, with 

AI evolving from prediction-based models to agentic 
systems capable of autonomous action. He stressed 
that enterprises with robust data strategies, reliable 
infrastructure, and adaptive human–AI governance 
frameworks will be best positioned to succeed.

Highlighting the economic potential of AI, Shash-
wat Goenka, Chairman, CII Eastern Region and Vice 
Chairman, RPSG Group, noted that study suggested 
that AI could add USD 500 to 600 billion to India’s 
GDP by 2035 through productivity gains and USD 
17 to 26 trillion globally over the next decade. He 
underlined that India can capture 10 to 15 per cent 
of this value as both a user and creator of AI-driven 
products, platforms, and services, with reskilling and 
digital fluency critical for success.

Deepak Pargaonkar, Head of AI and Agentforce, 
Salesforce India, emphasised that Agentic AI can au-
tonomously manage end-to-end business processes, 
enabling outcome-driven execution and value cre-
ation. 

Shiv Siddhant Narayan Kaul, Managing Director, 
Nicco Engineering Services Ltd, emphasised that 
structured data collection, organizing data, and data 
mining are essential for transforming raw informa-
tion into actionable intelligence, driving the ongoing 
intelligence revolution.

The discussions concluded that India’s enterprise 
transformation will depend on bold AI adoption, stra-
tegic reskilling, and stronger collaboration between 
industry and academia to build AI-driven products, 
platforms, and services.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The 10th Annual Sports Day and 
Cultural Programme of Calcutta 
Public English School was cele-
brated with great enthusiasm and 
patriotic fervor. The programme 
was formally inaugurated with 
the hoisting of the national flag by 
the Director of the school, Asghar 
Ali Khan. This was followed by 
the flag salute and a message of 
peace and well-being delivered by 
the Principal, Nushabah, inspiring 
students and guardians alike.

A special highlight of the event 
was the vibrant participation 
of students and the enthusias-
tic presence of parents, which 
was clearly reflected in the pro-
gramme visuals and performanc-
es. On the first day, Shauban Ali 
from Adams University graced 
the occasion as the Chief Guest.

The programme was fur-
ther enriched by the esteemed 

presence of Milan Das, Head 
In-Charge of Sports, former La-
bour Commissioner, and former 
officer of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation; renowned dance 
guru Sakthi Singha; and Jati, 
Secretary, whose presence added 
prestige and colour to the cele-
brations.

Students mesmerized the au-
dience with a disciplined March 
Past and captivating cultural 
dance performances, earning 
loud applause and appreciation. 
A special attraction was the ka-
rate performance, presented by 
students trained up to Black Belt 
level under the guidance of M. A. 
Ali, Director of World Meet (UK 
& Thailand), whose dedication to 
martial arts training at the school 
was widely praised. The impres-
sive card display performance by 
the students and teachers left the 
audience spellbound.

On the second day of the 
Sports Meet, the event was hon-
oured by the presence of distin-
guished guests including Naseem 
Akhtar, former Indian footballer; 
Khawaja Ahmed Hussein, noted 
writer and poet; and the Ward 
Councillor of Ward No. 8, along 
with representatives from the 

municipal Swachh initiative.
Addressing the gathering, 

Director Asghar Ali Khan high-
lighted the school’s progressive 
vision, stating that Karate and 
AI classes were introduced in 
2025, and announced the launch 
of Coding and Robotics classes in 
2026 to prepare students for fu-
ture challenges.

The programme was success-
fully coordinated under the lead-
ership of Sports In-Charge Mo-
hammad Shafi Allah and Cultural 
In-Charge Talat Firdous Marang, 
who expressed heartfelt grat-
itude to the parents, students, 
teachers, and guests for their 
cooperation and for promoting 
the true spirit of sportsmanship 
and peace.

With a vote of thanks, the 10th 
Annual Sports Day concluded on 
a high note, leaving behind cher-
ished memories.

MI News Service, Kharagpur: The On 
the auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti, 
people gathered for royal bath in the rivers, 
ponds and reservoirs present in Paschim 
Medinipur and Jhargram district. To attain 
salvation, devotees took a dip of faith in the 
rivers, ponds and reservoirs in the harsh cold. Many rivers and reservoirs 
including Kansawati, Swarnarekha, Shilavati of Paschim Medinipur district 
and Dulang and Swarnarekha present in Jhargram district. A huge crowd of 
devotees was seen at the ghats of rivers, ponds and reservoirs. Since morn-
ing, devotees kept flocking to the Ghats for Makar Snan with the wish of 
earning good deeds. On this occasion, fairs were also organized at various 
places in both the districts. In the riverside fair, various items including bam-
boo brooms, cane pots, household items made of iron were seen being sold. 
Long queues of devotees were also seen at Gandhi Ghat of Kansavati river 
near Medinipur city since early morning. On the occasion of Makar Sankran-
ti, a fair was also organized in the area adjacent to the Jagannath temple of 
the city. Strict security arrangements were made in Paschim Medinipur and 
Jhargram districts on the occasion of Makar Sankranti.

MI News Service, Kalyani: An 
unrest unfolded at Kalyani Sub-Di-
visional Office (SDO) on Wednesday 
as tensions flared over the revision 
of the electoral roll and submission 
of Form-7, leading to heated ex-
changes and scuffles between BJP 
and TMC workers. BJP MLA Ambika 
Roy reportedly fell during the melee, 
disrupting administrative works for 
a considerable period.

The BJP legislator accused the 
Trinamool Congress of obstruct-
ing the SIR of the voter list being 
conducted as per EC directives. He 
alleged that he and his supporters 
were harassed while carrying out 
the legally mandated process of vot-
er list correction. Roy later entered 

the SDO office and lodged a strong 
protest with officials over the inci-
dent.

Countering the allegations, Youth 
Trinamool leader Sayan Dutta 
claimed, “Over the last few days, 
around 2,500 voters’ names have 
been deleted in the Kalyani Assem-
bly constituency by the BJP MLA. 
Their plan is to remove more than 
8,000 names. The very voters who 
helped him win are now being tar-
geted.”

The Trinamool Congress further 
alleged that several voters, though 
not listed in the 2002 electoral rolls, 
are legitimate voters, and deleting 
names solely on the basis of old re-
cords is unjustified and arbitrary.

MI News Service, Ganga 
Sagar: Lakhs of pilgrims gath-
ered at Gangasagar on West Ben-
gal’s Sagar Island on Wednesday 
morning to take a holy dip at the 
confluence of the Hooghly River 
and the Bay of Bengal on the oc-
casion of Makar Sankranti.
Lakhs gather for holy dip
Despite the winter chill, devotees 
entered the waters at sunrise and 
later offered prayers at the Kapil 
Muni Ashram in South 24 Par-
ganas district, where the annual 
Gangasagar Mela 2026 was un-
derway. Officials said the auspi-
cious shahi snan was scheduled to 
begin at 1.19 pm and continue for 
the next 24 hours, with authori-
ties expecting a further surge in 
footfall.
Pilgrims brave cold at sunrise
In view of the large gathering 
of pilgrims from different parts 
of the country, the West Bengal 
government had made elaborate 
arrangements to ensure safety, 
sanitation, and smooth movement 
across the mela area, located 
about 100 kilometres from Kolk-
ata. Security had been strength-
ened across Sagar Island as well 
as at major railway stations and 
bus terminals in Kolkata.

For the first time, advanced 
water rescue drones had been 
deployed for continuous surveil-
lance along the shoreline. These 
drones were stationed near key 
bathing ghats and around the 
Kapil Muni Ashram to assist in 
emergencies and were capable of 
carrying loads of up to 100 kilo-
grams.
Indian Navy rescues 
drowning pilgrim
During the holy dip, a pilgrim 
identified as Sudipta was rescued 
after he was seen floundering in 
deep waters. An Indian Navy div-
ing team deployed for search and 
rescue operations rushed to the 
spot in a Gemini boat, brought 
him safely to shore, and hand-
ed him over to the police control 
room before resuming their vigil.
Rescue drones deployed along 
shoreline

To ensure improved facilities 
for pilgrims and local residents 
during the Gangasagar Mela 

2026, the Panchayat and Ru-
ral Development Department of 
South 24 Parganas undertook 
extensive infrastructure and 
sanitation initiatives along the 
Gangasagar route. Officials said 
projects worth nearly ₹675 crore 
had been implemented across 
several blocks, including Thakur-
pukur–Maheshtala, Bishnupur-I, 
Falta, Diamond Harbour I and 
II, Magrahat-I, Kulpi, Kakdwip, 
Namkhana, and Sagar.
State allocates funds for sanitation
An amount of ₹1.5 crore had 
been allocated exclusively for 
sanitation at the mela. As part of 
waste management efforts, 1,033 
villages along the route had been 
declared ODF Plus model villag-

es, ensuring complete solid and 
liquid waste management. A to-
tal of 627 community sanitation 

complexes had been constructed 
for pilgrims and local residents, 
while 545 e-carts had been de-
ployed for waste collection and 
disposal.
Security and surveillance 
intensified statewide
Officials said 96 solid waste man-
agement units, five plastic waste 
processing units, and seven tem-
porary waste segregation centres 
had been set up at the mela site. 
The entire Gangasagar Mela had 
been declared plastic-free, with 
single-use plastic completely 
banned. A faecal sludge treat-
ment plant had also been opera-
tional at Kakdwip.

Using funds from the 15th Fi-
nance Commission, drinking wa-

ter supply and drainage-related 
works had been completed. Near-
ly 580 kilometres of roads, includ-

ing internal village roads, had 
been constructed and upgraded 
along the Gangasagar route to 
ensure smooth and uninterrupted 
movement of pilgrims.
10,000 workers engaged in waste 
management operations
More than 10,000 workers had 
been engaged in solid, liquid, 
faecal, and plastic waste manage-
ment operations, while around 
1,500 sanitation workers had 
been deployed daily based on 
requirement. Officials said strict 
monitoring, emergency pre-
paredness, and environmental 
safeguards had been maintained 
throughout the mela period to 
ensure a safe and orderly pil-
grimage.

MI News Service, Ganga 
Sagar: In a major boost to safe-
ty and disaster preparedness, the 
South 24 Parganas district admin-
istration is set to deploy advanced 
water drones for underwater res-
cue operations during the Gan-
gasagar Mela, coinciding with the 
holy dip at the confluence of the 
Ganga and the Bay of Bengal. A 
mock drill and test run were con-
ducted today near the confluence.

District Magistrate Arvind Ku-
mar Meena said the move has 
been taken in view of the expect-
ed massive turnout of pilgrims 
this year. “A huge congregation 
is anticipated, with devotees tak-
ing the holy dip at four to five 
ghats. To effectively handle any 
disaster or emergency situation, 
water drones will be deployed for 
rescue operations,” he said. The 
water drone can tow up to 1,000 
kg (one tonne), enabling it to assist 
multiple survivors simultaneously 
or pull life rafts during emergen-
cies. Officials noted that similar 
technology has proved effective 
in countries like Australia, where 
water drones are used to detect 
sharks and ensure swimmer safe-
ty. For the first time, such tech-
nology will be used extensively at 
the Gangasagar Mela for rescue 

purposes.
India’s Indian Rescue Academy 

has also introduced a water drone 
named ITUS, which can carry 
loads up to 100 kg and perform 
rescue operations even in strong 
currents. Similar underwater 
drone technology is being ex-
plored by the Odisha Fire Services 
Department to locate missing per-
sons in high-risk areas such as the 
Puri sea beach. Meena described 
the Gangasagar drone as “highly 
powerful and technologically ad-
vanced,” capable of operating in 
adverse riverine and sea condi-
tions.

According to administration 
sources, the Gangasagar Mela will 
be held from January 10 to 17, 
2026, centred around the Kapil 
Muni Ashram in South 24 Par-
ganas. This year’s mela could be 
the largest ever, with more than 
1.5 crore pilgrims expected, said 
Mahant Sanjay Das, successor of 

chief priest Swami Gyandas Ma-
haraj. The absence of the Kumbh 
Mela this year is likely to lead to 
a surge in pilgrim footfall at Gan-
gasagar.

To prevent accidents and en-
sure real-time information flow, 
stringent surveillance measures 
have been implemented. With 
support from ISRO, the adminis-
tration has installed GPS-based 
navigation and monitoring sys-
tems. Complete monitoring is 
being conducted from the Sagar 
Mega Control Room through live 
video feeds, ensuring vessels and 
barges do not lose direction in 
dense fog.

Enhanced security arrange-
ments include 1,200 CCTV cam-
eras from Lot No. 8 to the mela 
grounds, 20 aerial drones for sur-
veillance, and 21 operational jet-
ties, including 10 permanent ones 
at Lot No. 8 and Namkhana. The 
river fleet comprises 13 barges, 45 
vessels, and 100 wooden launch-
es. Nabanna has deployed around 
2,500 buses to ferry pilgrims from 
major transport hubs in Kolkata 
directly to the mela site. Officials 
said all arrangements have been 
finalised to ensure a safe, smooth, 
and incident-free Gangasagar 
Mela.

Suman Ganguly, Ganga 
Sagar: Around 85 lakh pilgrims 
from various states had arrived 
at the Gangasagar Mela grounds 
by 3 p.m. on Wednesday to take 
the holy dip at the confluence of 
the Ganga and the Bay of Bengal 
and offer prayers at the Kapil 
Muni Temple, said state Minister 
for Power and Housing Aroop 
Biswas.

The minister stated that with 
the commencement of the holy 
bath for the 2026 Gangasagar 
Mela, the auspicious timing for 
the Shahi Snan (royal bath) began 
at 1:19 p.m. on 14 January and 
will continue for 24 hours. As a 
result, devotees from across the 
country have been thronging the 
fairground in large numbers since 

early morning.
“On Makar Sankranti, a mas-

sive influx of pilgrims has been 
witnessed at the Sagar Sangam. 
The Shahi Snan is being con-
ducted under tight security ar-
rangements and will continue till 
tomorrow,” Biswas said.

Amid the huge congregation, 
two pilgrims reportedly died after 
falling ill at the fairground. One 
of the deceased was identified 
as Mithu Mandal (51), a resident 
of Assam. Five other critically ill 
pilgrims were airlifted from the 
mela area and shifted to hospitals 
in Kolkata for advanced treat-
ment.

Alongside the ritual bath, long 
queues of devotees were seen at 
the Kapil Muni Ashram to offer 

puja. The temple premises were 
packed to capacity, leaving virtu-
ally no space to move. To manage 
the swelling crowd, several thou-
sand police personnel and volun-
teers have been deployed across 
the mela area.

From the early hours of 
Wednesday, lakhs of pilgrims 
gathered along the Gangasagar 
coast to earn religious merit on 
the auspicious occasion of Poush 
Sankranti. Braving biting cold 
conditions, devotees from differ-
ent parts of the country arrived 
in waves to take the sacred dip at 
the confluence.

This year, the administration 
has introduced unprecedented 
technological measures to ensure 
pilgrim safety and effective crowd 

management. For the first time at 
the Gangasagar Mela, advanced 
water drones, also known as res-
cue drones, have been deployed 
by the NDRF and state disaster 
management teams. These high-
tech drones are being used for 
continuous surveillance along the 
sea beach and to assist in swift 
rescue operations during emer-
gencies.

According to official sources, 
the drones have been specifically 
positioned to monitor the Kapil 
Muni Ashram and the main bath-
ing ghats. Notably, each rescue 
drone is capable of carrying up to 
100 kg, enabling quick evacuation 
of pilgrims in distress and their 
safe transfer to secure locations.

The famous adage, “All pil-
grimages many times, Gan-
gasagar once,” seemed to reso-
nate strongly as devotees took the 
holy dip with deep faith. Security 
across the mela grounds has been 
further strengthened with ex-
tensive use of drones and CCTV 
cameras. Civil Defence personnel, 
disaster response teams, and the 
Navy are maintaining continuous 
water patrols to prevent any un-
toward incidents at the bathing 
ghats.

A special control room has 
been set up to regulate crowd 
movement and trace missing per-
sons swiftly. From aerial surveil-
lance to waterway patrolling, the 
entire mela area has been placed 
under a multi-layered security 
cover to maintain order and dis-
cipline.

Gangasagar is considered the 
second-largest Hindu congrega-
tion in India. According to Hindu 
belief, the spiritual merit gained 
by visiting all major pilgrimages 
can be attained by visiting Gan-
gasagar just once. The occasion 
of Makar Sankranti holds special 
astrological significance, marking 
the Sun’s transition into the Cap-
ricorn sign—a period regarded as 
highly auspicious for ritual bath-
ing and religious observances.

 (L-R): Shiv Siddhant Narayan Kaul, Managing Director, Nicco 
Engineering Services Ltd; Deepak Pargaonkar, Head of AI and 
Agentforce, Salesforce India; Pankaj Vyas, CEO & Managing Director, 
Siemens Technology & Services Pvt Ltd; Shashwat Goenka, Chairman, 
CII Eastern Region and Vice Chairman, RPSG Group; and John Kuruvilla, 
Regional Director, CII Eastern Region

Glimpses of Gangasagar Mela on Makar Sankranti on Wednesday

PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya

In a humanitarian initiative, South 24 Parganas Press Club organised a medical camp at the Gangasagar Mela.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee offers puja
at the Bagala Maa Temple at Kalighat in south Kolkata
on Wednesday.

Mamata's interim Budget triggers
expectations before poll

Over nine lakh
devotees take dip
in Magh Mela

Pongal a global festival, cherished
by all world over: PM Modi

From PG 1
Sankranti on Thursday. The
second major bathing festi-
val of the ongoing Magh
Mela, Makar Sankranti, is
scheduled for Thursday. On
the occasion of Ekadashi, a
large number of devotees
arrived at the Sangam Ghat
very early in the morning
Prayagraj to take a holy dip
during the ongoing Magh
Mela. Drone visuals from
the Mela show thousands of
devotees at the Sangam
Ghat, braving the cold and
taking the dip. The second
sacred bathing ritual (snan)
of Magh Mela will be held on
Makar Sankranti, on Janu-
ary 15 in Prayagraj. After
the successful Paush Purn-
ima snan, in which over 31
lakh devotees took a holy
dip, the Mela administration
is preparing for the upcom-
ing Makar Sankranti Snan.
The administration has im-
plemented high-security
measures, with UP ATS mo-
bile patrol squads monitor-
ing the Magh Mela area.
Informing on the security
arrangements, SP Magh
Mela Neeraj Pandey said
around 10,000 police per-
sonnel have been deployed
and strict surveillance  has
been maintained to ensure
"a safe snaam." "Keeping
Makar Sankranti in view,
the police have made com-
plete arrangements. Around
10,000 police personnel are
deployed. 22 PAC, 6 RAF,
NDRF, ATS, and civil police
personnel are deployed in
large numbers. The river
police are also continuously
patrolling. Surveillance is
being conducted through
drone cameras and CCTV
cameras... Full preparations
are in place, and everyone is
being ensured a safe
'snaan'," the SP said.

From PG 1
numbers. It is also about signalling priorities and reassuring
core voters," a senior political observer said.

The budget session will follow the completion of the on-
going Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, with
hearings scheduled to conclude on January 31 before the
publication of the final Voters list on February 14 as per
schedule . . There is particular interest over whether New
Delhi will announce steps to clear the state's long-pending
dues, an issue the TMC has consistently foregrounded in its
confrontations with the Centre. Senior TMC leaders said the
contours of the state's Vote On Account would also depend
on what fiscal space remains after the Union Budget, espe-
cially in terms of central transfers and borrowing limits.
"The state's fiscal planning will naturally factor in what the
Centre announces or does not announce for Bengal," a sen-
ior TMC leader and MLA said. As campaigning gears up and
parties fine-tune their narratives, the interim budget is ex-
pected to serve as more than a routine fiscal exercise. For
the ruling TMC, it could be a statement of intent before seek-
ing a renewed mandate; for the opposition, a document to
scrutinise for "pre-poll inducements".

From PG 1
strength from its cultural
roots as it moves forward.
On this auspicious occasion
of Pongal, we feel the spirit
of trust and unity that is pro-
pelling India ahead is deeply
connected to its culture and
holds great respect for its
land," the Prime minister
said. PM Modi also said the
festival of Pongal stressed
the importance of maintain-
ing a harmonious balance
between nature, family, and
society. "Maintaining soil
health, conserving water,
and using resources wisely
for future generations are
essential. Initiatives like Mis-
sion LiFE, Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam, and Amrit Sarovar
embody this very spirit and

encourage us to uphold
these values," the Prime
minister said. In a letter in
Tamil and English, he said
that Pongal is also about ex-
pressing gratitude to all
those who enrich our lives
with their hard work. "Dear
fellow citizens, Vanakkam! I
extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you and your family
on the joyous occasion of
Pongal. This special festival
reminds us of the close rela-
tionship between human
labour and the rhythms of
nature,"PM Modi said in his
letter. The Prime minister
noted that this festival is
deeply connected with agri-
culture, the hardworking
farmers, rural life and the
dignity of work. 

Mamata inaugurates
Bagala Maa temple in 

Kalighat on Makar Sankranti

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed Bagla Maa temple
in Kalighat on Wednesday
afternoon, coinciding with
the festival of Makar
Sankranti. She arrived at
the temple premises in the
afternoon, accompanied
by Abhishek Banerjee’s
mother Lata Banerjee and
popular singer Imon
Chakraborty. A special
puja was organized at the
temple, and during the rit-
uals, the Chief Minister
rang the ceremonial
Kasar-Ghanta (temple
bell). Makar Sankranti,
one of the 13 major Ben-
gali festivals of the year, is
celebrated with religious
fervor across the state.
Millions of devotees take
holy dips at Gangasagar,
while in Birbhum, the Joy-
deb Mela begins on this
day. The Tusu festival is
also observed during this
period, creating a festive
atmosphere across West
Bengal. Against this back-
drop, Mamata Banerjee
participated in the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the
Bagla Maa temple in Ka-
lighat, offering prayers
and blessings to devotees
present. She extended her
greetings to the people of
Bengal on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti.

In December, the Chief
Minister had laid the foun-
dation stone for the Durga
Angan temple in New
Town. She also announced
the foundation-laying cer-
emony of a grand Mahakal
temple in Siliguri, stating
that the land had been
prepared and the cere-
mony would take place in
the second week of Janu-
ary. Due to slight delays,
the event has been
rescheduled to the third
week of January. Follow-
ing the construction of the
Jagannath temple in
Digha, the Durga Angan
temple was also planned,
with work expected to be
completed within the next
two years.

This week, Mamata
Banerjee is scheduled to
visit North Bengal for a
two-day trip. On January
16, she will lay the founda-
tion stone of the Mahakal
temple in Siliguri, followed
by a program in Jalpaiguri
on January 17. Last Octo-
ber, North Bengal was hit
by natural disasters, and
the Chief Minister had per-
sonally visited multiple af-
fected areas to support the
victims. During that visit,
she had performed puja at
the Mahakal temple in
Darjeeling and announced
the construction of the
state’s largest Mahakal
temple in Siliguri.

Abhishek shares 15-year State development report with Ranjit Mallick
MI News Service, Kolkata: All
India Trinamool Congress General
Secretary Abhishek Banerjee met
veteran Bengali film actor Ranjit
Mallick during a courtesy visit in
Kolkata on Wednesday. During the
meeting, Abhishek handed over
the West Bengal government’s 15-
year development report card
along with a letter from Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee. The inter-
action highlighted the party’s
ongoing engagement with promi-
nent cultural figures in the state,
aiming to share achievements and
future plans. Sources said Ab-

hishek Banerjee discussed the
government’s initiatives across

sectors such as education, health,
infrastructure, and social welfare,
emphasizing the progress made
over the last 15 years. The Tri-
namool Congress has kicked off
the promotion of its “Unnayoner
Panchali” campaign, aimed at
showcasing the West Bengal gov-
ernment’s 15-year record under
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.
The initiative seeks to present the
government’s achievements
across sectors including health,
education, infrastructure, and so-
cial welfare to the public and
prominent citizens. The campaign

has already reached distinguished
personalities at both state and dis-
trict levels, with copies of the
“Panchali” being distributed to
highlight key accomplishments
and ongoing projects. Abhishek’s
engagement is expected to boost
visibility of the initiative and en-
sure the message reaches both
urban and rural populations
throughout West Bengal. This
campaign continues the party’s ef-
forts to highlight governance and
development achievements while
preparing for electoral outreach in
the coming months.

Abhishek  to hold health out-
reach program in Nandigram

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Abhishek Banerjee, who
had led a march from
Chandipur to Nandigram on
June 1, 2023, as part of the
Nabo Jowar Yatra, is re-
turning to the constituency
with another public out-
reach program. During his
ongoing campaign strategy
meetings, he announced
that he will conduct a health
outreach program across
Nandigram’s 1 and 2 blocks.
The program will be inau-
gurated on Thursday morn-
ing by members of families
of martyrs from Nandi-
gram. Abhishek will visit
both camps around noon,
interacting with attendees
and addressing their con-
cerns. In his own Lok Sabha
constituency of Diamond
Harbour, the Trinamool

Congress (TMC) national
general secretary has been
conducting large-scale
health initiatives. Since Jan-
uary 5, two TMC represen-
tatives have been deployed
to cover the two Nandigram
blocks. Ahead of the up-
coming assembly polls, TMC
is adopting a focused out-
reach strategy in Nandi-
gram, with block-level core
committees managing orga-
nizational work. Through
the health camps, the party
aims to maintain direct en-
gagement with residents.
Abhishek had recently men-
tioned receiving multiple re-
quests from Nandigram
residents to organize such
programs, prompting the
initiative. The BJP, however,
has criticized the event as a
political stunt.

Actor and Trinamool Congress MP Dev appeared at a
hearing for the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Kolkata on Wednesday.

KMC Gives 15 Days to Comply
with Fire Safety Norms

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration (KMC) has taken a
strict stance again on fire
safety and structural com-
pliance in rooftop restau-
rants across the city. Notices
are being issued to estab-
lishments that fail to adhere
to government-prescribed
SOPs, with warnings that li-
censes could be revoked if
violations are not rectified
within 15 days. KMC
sources said that while
some rooftops hold fire li-
censes, they fail to keep
50% of the terrace area
open as mandated. Others

operate without licenses or
have not renewed them,
even if fire safety equipment
is installed. In some cases,
structural compliance work
has only just begun.

Recently, joint inspec-
tions by KMC, fire services,
and police covered 83
rooftop restaurants and
bars, uncovering multiple
lapses. Seventeen restau-
rants have already received
notices, and more are ex-
pected. Officials check fire
licenses, trade licenses, mu-
tations, terrace access,
emergency staircases, and
other safety parameters,

compiling reports for higher
authorities. The crackdown
follows a tragic fire in April
at a Park Street hotel that
killed 14 people, including
children. Ahead of Durga
Puja, KMC issued interim
permits with written com-
mitments to implement
safety rules, but many
restaurants failed to comply
within the stipulated three
months. A KMC building de-
partment official warned,
“If establishments do not
meet requirements within
15 days of receiving no-
tices, their licenses may be
cancelled.”

Firefighters battle a blaze at several furniture shops on B.B.
Ganguly Street in Kolkata on Wednesday.

HC urges imme-
diate release of
MNREGA wages 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta High Court has
emphasized the urgent
need for workers to receive
pending payments under
the 100-day MNREGA
scheme. Acting Chief Justice
Sujoy Paul remarked, “The
court’s primary objective is
to ensure that the poor re-
ceive their money as quickly
as possible.” The court
noted that those working
under MNREGA are largely
economically disadvan-
taged, and securing their
wages is a key priority. Ad-
vocate Kalyan Bandopad-
hyay, appearing for the
state, said, “Regardless of
any complaints by the Cen-
tre, the money must be re-
leased immediately.” On the
other hand, the Deputy So-
licitor General representing
the Centre highlighted alle-
gations of corruption, say-
ing the guilty must be
punished and the state was
found responsible, which
led to the Centre taking over
certain powers. Lawyer
Ashok Chakraborty ques-
tioned the purpose of the
ongoing litigation, while
Chief Justice Paul clarified
that related contempt and
other matters would be
heard together. Advocate
Bikash Bhattacharya urged,
“The money has been pend-
ing since August; at least
ensure workers receive
their wages without further
delay.” The court con-
firmed, “We all want the
money to reach the work-
ers’ hands.” 

HC defers order on
Suvendu’s Nabanna
dharna, suggests 
alternate venue
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta High Court on
Wednesday deferred its
order on a plea by Leader of
the Opposition Suvendu Ad-
hikari, who seeks permis-
sion to stage a sit-in protest
outside Nabanna over al-
leged obstruction during En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
searches at the residence of
I-PAC head Pratik Jain and
the firm’s offices. Justice
Suvra Ghosh said permis-
sion could be granted at ei-
ther the Nabanna bus stand
or Mandirtala bus stand, but
not in front of the state sec-
retariat. Adhikari was asked
to choose a location and in-
form the court, after which a
written order will be issued
on Thursday. Adhikari plans
the dharna on January 16
with 15–16 BJP MLAs. His
counsel, Bilwadal Bhat-
tacharya, argued that police
cannot deny permission for
a small, peaceful protest
when large rallies had re-
cently been allowed for the
ruling party. He added that
prohibitory orders may reg-
ulate but cannot ban
protests. 

Kunal hits out at Centre over Nipah
handling, cites COVID failures

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Amid reports of Nipah virus
cases in West Bengal, the
Trinamool Congress has
mounted a strong political
counterattack against the
Centre, with senior party
leader Kunal Ghosh accus-
ing the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment of hypocrisy and
past mismanagement dur-
ing health crises. According
to official information, two
Nipah virus cases have been
confirmed in the state, while
two more are suspected.
The cases came to light ear-
lier this week, prompting
the state health department
to intensify surveillance and
containment measures.
Union Health Minister J P
Nadda spoke to Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee after
the first case was reported
and informed her that a
central expert team would
be sent to review the situa-
tion. However, Union Minis-
ter of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar said the
West Bengal government
should seek greater cooper-
ation from the Centre and
involve central virology ex-
perts to prevent further loss
of life. Responding sharply,

Trinamool Congress
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said the state does not need
to be “lectured” by the Cen-
tre on handling public
health emergencies. He al-
leged that the BJP govern-
ment had failed the country
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and therefore had no
moral authority to advise
others. Ghosh recalled that
during the COVID outbreak,
decisions taken by the Modi
government had worsened
the crisis nationwide. He
pointed to the sudden na-
tionwide lockdown, imposed
without adequate planning,
which left millions of mi-
grant workers stranded and
distressed. He also accused
the Centre of ignoring re-
peated warnings during the
2021 West Bengal Assembly
elections, when polling was
conducted in multiple
phases despite a surge in
COVID cases. “The Tri-
namool Congress repeatedly
requested fewer election
phases to control the spread
of the virus, but the Centre
and the Election Commis-
sion forced extended
polling, leading to a spike in
infections,” Ghosh said. 

(L) On the occasion of Makar Sankranti, Mohanto Sanjay Das distributes holy offerings (prasad) to devotees outside the Kapil Muni Ashram at the Gangasagar Mela, Sagar Island, on Wednes-
day.(R) Swami Sanjay Das along with priests offer prayers on the occasion of Makar Sankranti at the Kapil Muni Temple at the Gangasagar Mela on Wednesday. Pic:  Prabir Bhattacharya

State Minister Aroop Biswas, along with State Ministers Sujit Bose and Pulok Roy 
addresses a press conference at the Gangasagar Mela, Sagar Island, on Wednesday.
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Name Change
I, Dr. (Smt.) Kanchan Gurtu, W/o.- Dr.
Jainath Gurtu, R/o.- Flat No. 9, 3rd
Floor, Flat No.-6, Sunny Park, Kol-
19, Previously stayed at Flat No.4A,
36/2B,Garcha Road, Kol- 19, declare
that my name has been wrongly
recorded in my Passport as Kanchan
Lata Gurtu in place of Kanchan
Gurtu, vide Affidavit No. 2749, dtd.
08.01.2026, declared before the First
Class Magistrate at Alipore,that, Dr.
(Smt.) Kanchan Gurtu & Dr. (Smt.)
Kanchan Lata Gurtu both are one
and the same person.

Name Change
I, Shabana (Old Name) W/O Md
Rizwan Jabbar Shaikh, Residing At
21/B, Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road. Po
Kamarhati, Ps Khardah, North 24
Parganas Wb 700058 India, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Shaikh Shabana
Khatoon (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 13/01/2026. I Declare
That Shabana (Old Name) And Shaikh
Shabana Khatoon (New Name) Refer
To One And The Same Person.

Name Change
I, Sajal Bapari S/o. Haripada Bepari
R/o. Majherchar, Ward No. 7, Kalyani,
Nadia, W.B., do hereby declare that in
my son’s Birth Certificate (Being No.
B/2023/208723, dt. 17/01/2023,
D.O.B. 09/01/2023), where my son’s
name has been recorded as Shreyan
Bapari instead of his actual & correct
name is Adrik Bapari. My son Adrik
Bapari & Shreyan Bapari S/o. Sajal
Bapari is the same & one identical
person vide an affidavit no. 52, sworn
before Judicial Magistrate, Kalyani,
Nadia, Court on 13/01/2026.

Name Change
I, Aditi Datta W/o. Subhankar Saha,
D/o. Mihir Kumar Datta R/o. 427,
Madhabitala, Chinsurah, Hooghly-
712101, W.B. declared that I, Aditi
Datta and Aditi Saha W/o. Subhankar
Saha, D/o. Mihir Kumar Datta both
are the same and one identical per-
son vide an affidavit No. 4125, sworn
before Judicial Magistrate, Sadar,
Hooghly Court, on 02/07/2024.

Name Change
I, Abdul Hai Siddik (Old Name) S/o
Moktar Molla Residing at Vill - Indali,
P.o- Haroa, P.s- Haroa, District- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 743425, West Ben-
gal, India, have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Abdul
Hai Siddik Molla (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 14-01-2026. Abdul
Hai Siddik  (Old Name) and Abdul Hai
Siddik Molla (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rabindra Payra (Old Name) Son Of
Narayan Payra, Residing At Vill- Uttar
Arbana, P.O.- Menkapur , P.S.- Dantan,
Dist- Paschim  Medinipur, Pin- 721435,
West Bengal, India, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Rabindranath Payra  (New Name)
As Declared Before The  1st. Class Ju-
dicial  Magistrate At Dantan Vide Affi-
davit  No. 4570 Dated 21/11/2025.
Rabindra Payra ( Old Name) And Ra-
bindranath Payra  (New Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Durgarani Mandal (Old Name),
Wife Of Sukumar Mandal, Residing
At  Damra, Birbhum - 731216, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Durgarani Mondal (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
13/01/2026. Durgarani Mandal  And
Durgarani Mondal  Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mousumi Mandal (Old Name), Wife
Of Utpal Mondal, Residing At  652,
Baishnab Ghata Patuli, Garia, South 24
Parganas- 700084, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mousumi Mondal
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 13/01/2026. Mousumi Mandal And
Mousumi Mondal Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rahul Yadaw & Rahul Yadev (Old
Name), Son Of Late Lakshaman Yadav,
Residing At  69, Rbc Road, Naihati
(M),North 24 Parganas - 743165,West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Rahul
Yadav (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 13/01/2026.Rahul Yadaw &
Rahul Yadev And Rahul Yadav Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Anindita Dutta Poddar (Old Name),
Wife Of Biplab Poddar, Residing At
Tehhoria Sarada Park, Po - Sonarpur,
South 24parganas - 700150, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Anindita Pod-
dar (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 14/01/2025. Anindita Dutta
Poddar And Anindita Poddar Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Biplob Poddar (Old Name), Son Of
Late Niranjan Poddar, Residing At
Tehhoria Sarada Park, Po- Sonarpur,
South 24parganas- 700150, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Biplab
Poddar (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 14/01/2025. Biplob Poddar
And Biplab Poddar Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Osman Ali (old name) son of
Shekh Sayed Ali, residing at Ra-
manathpur, Paschimpara, P.S.- Chan-
ditala, Hooghly, Pin- 712704, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Shekh Usman Ali (new name), as
declared Before The 1st Class Judi-
cial Magistrate at Serampore, vide an
affidavit dated 13/01/2026. Shekh
Usman Ali (new name) and Sk Osman
Ali (old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Raihan Ali Beg (old name) son of
Matyar Rahaman, residing at Vill-
Cheragram, P.O.- Cheragram, P.S.-
Gurap, Hooghly, Pin- 712303, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Rayhan Ali Beg (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 14/01/2026. Rayhan Ali
Beg (new name) and Raihan Ali
Beg (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Smt. Parulbala Ghosh (D.O.B-
01.01.1961, Voter ID
WB/40/280/171316), Wife of Late
Madhab Ghosh (Voter ID No.
WB/40/280/171018, D.O.B-
01.01.1956, Death Year 2019), aged-
about 65 years, presently residing at
20/B/3, Shrish ChandraChowdhury
Lane, Tala, Kolkata, West Bengal
700002 along with myElder Daugh-
ter Maya Dhara (DOB- 16.11.1977,
Aadhaar No. 26685081 9299).That
my permanent residence is in Ghosh
Hat, Char Ghosh Hat,Katwa, Burd-
wan, West Bengal, Pin Code - 713
130.That my son Narayan Kumar
Ghosh (D.O.B - 13.02.1978) died in
theyear of 1999.That I am an Indian
National by birth.

Name Change
I, BHIM VERMA (old name) S/O
JAINARAIN VERMA, residing at 36
A CHAKRABERIA ROAD (NORTH),
BHOWANIPUR, KOLKATA- 700020,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as BHIM SINGH VERMA
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 14/01/2026. BHIM
SINGH VERMA (new name) and
BHIM VERMA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nargis Parvin (old name) W/O
Jakir Ahamed, residing at Mudia
Mudia Hat, P S SASAN, MUDIA, MU-
DIAHAT, NORTH 24 PGS, PIN-
700128, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nargis Parvin
Bibi (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 14/01/2026. Nar-
gis Parvin Bibi (new name) and Nar-
gis Parvin (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Jamal Uddin (old name) son of
Golam Mortaza, residing at Vill-
Panchpara, P.O.- Radhadasi, Sankrail,
Howrah- 711317, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sk Md Jamal
Uddin (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 14/01/2026. Sk Md
Jamal Uddin (new name) and Md
Jamal Uddin (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mahafuja Begum (old name) wife of
Sk Md Jamal Uddin, residing at Vill-
Panchpara, P.O.- Radhadasi, Sankrail,
Howrah - 711317, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sk Mahafuja
Begum (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 14/01/2026. Sk
Mahafuja Begum (new name) and
Mahafuja Begum (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Prakash (old name) son of Late
Bhagwati Shastry, residing at H No-
22/23, HIG Housing Colony, Near Bus
Stand Bartand, Dhanbad, Jharkhand-
826001, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sri Prakash (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
14/01/2026. Sri Prakash (new name)
and Prakash (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ramasare & Ramashre (old names)
S/O Late Junglidas, residing at H 
No-398, Ward No-16, Azad Nagar,
Pathakheda Betul, Madhya Pradesh-
460449, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as 
Ramashray (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 14/01/2026. 
Ramashray (new name) and Ramasare
& Ramashre (old names) all are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sahadat Ali (old name), son of
Barsed Ali Layek, residing at 22 Old
Ballygunge 2nd Lane, Kolkata-
700019, West Bengal, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sk Sahadat Ali
(new name) vide an affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata
on 13/01/2026. Sahadat Ali and Sk
Sahadat Ali both are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sabir Ali (old name), son of Sk Sa-
hadat Ali, residing at 22 Old Bally-
gunge 2nd Lane, Kolkata- 700019,
West Bengal, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Sabir Ali (new name)
vide an affidavit sworn before the
Ld 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Kolkata on 30/12/2025. Sabir Ali
and Sk Sabir Ali both are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kajal Biswas (Old Name), Wife Of
Anup Biswas, Residing At  Vill-
Panchpota, Po-Panchpota, Ps-
Gaighata, Bongaon, North 24
Parganas- 743273, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Kazli
Biswas (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 13/01/2026. Kajal
Biswas And Kazli Biswas Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Eyad Ali Mullick (old name) S/O
Rahamat Ali Mullick, residing at Vill-
KANTLIA, P.O.- NIBRA, PIN-
711409, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Yead Ali Mullick
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 14/01/2026. Yead Ali
Mullick (new name) and Eyad Ali
Mullick (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Utpal Mandal (Old Name), Son Of
Sukumar Mandal, Residing At  652,
Baishnab Ghata Patuli, Garia, South
24 Parganas-700084, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Utpal
Mondal (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 13/01/2026. Utpal
Mandal And Utpal Mondal Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Taskura Bibi (Old Name) W/o Hafi-
jul Islam Residing at Vill- Jashaikati,
P.o- Jashaikati, P.s- Baduria, District-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743401,
West Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be Known
as Taskura Khatun (New Name) as
declared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 14-01-
2026. Taskura Bibi  (Old Name) and
Taskura Khatun (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mostanur Ali Sardar (Old Name) S/o
Surat Ali Sardar Residing at Vill - Uttar
Ghoshalati, P.o- Ghoshalati, P.s-
Hasnabad, District- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743426, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Mostaanur Ali Sar-
dar (New Name) as declared before the
Notary public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 14-01-2026. Mostanur Ali Sar-
dar  (Old Name) and Mostaanur Ali
Sardar (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Indrajit Das Chowdhury (Old Name)
S/o Late Upendra Chowdhury Residing
at Vill- Natunpally, P.o- Subhasgram,
P.s - Sonarpur, District - South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743426, West Bengal,
India, have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Indrajit
Chowdhury (New Name) as declared
before the Notary public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 14-01-2026. Indrajit
Das Chowdhury  (Old Name) and In-
drajit Chowdhury (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sipad Saha (Old Name) S/o Late Rus-
tam Ali Saha Residing at Vill - Ratan-
pur, P.o- Digha New Township, P.s-
Digha, District- East Medinipur, Pin-
721463, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Sipat Ali Saha (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
public Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 14-
01-2026. Sipad Saha (Old Name) and
Sipat Ali Saha (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Madhuri Bibi Sk (Old Name) W/o Sk
Muktajul Residing at Vill - Kasbagola,
P.o- Kasbagola, P.s- Egra, District-
East Medinipur, Pin- 721447, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be Known
as Madhuri Bibi (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 14-01-
2026. Madhuri Bibi Sk  (Old Name)
and Madhuri Bibi (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kajal Kumar Pahari (Old Name) S/o
Ram Chandra Pahari Residing at Uttar
Dumdum, North Dumdum (M), Dis-
trict- North 24 Parganas, Pin- 700049,
West Bengal India Have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Kajal Pahari (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Date 14-01-
2026. Kajal Kumar Pahari (Old Name)
and Kajal Pahari (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Azizul Mondal (Old  Name) S/o Haji
Yakub Ali Mondal Residing at Ulasi,
Hanskhali, Nadia Pin- 741502, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Az-
izul Hoque Mondal (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Date 14-01-2026. Azizul
Mondal (Old Name) and Azizul Hoque
Mondal (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bulbul Ali Khan s/o Hazi Saijad Ali
Khan r/o Vill Jamider Mahalla ward
no 4 PO Panchberia PS Kharagpur
Town Dist Paschim Medinipur Pin
721305 do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that  Hazi Saijad Ali
Khan & Haji Saijad Ali Khan is
same, one and identical person i.e.
my father vide affidavit No 316
dated 07.01.2026 in the court of Ld.
J. M. 1st class Kharagpur.

Name Change
I, Nouroze Begam w/o Bulbul Ali
Khan r/o Vill Jamider Mahalla ward
no 4 PO Panchberia PS Kharagpur
Town Dist Paschim Medinipur Pin
721305 do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that Nouroze Begam &
Nouroze Begum is same, one and
identical person i.e. myself vide affi-
davit No 315 dated 07.01.2026 in the
court of Ld. J. M. 1st class Kharagpur.

Name Change
I, SOURINDRA CHAKRABORTY (S/o
Late Amarendra nath Chakraborty),
Resident of F105, Ganga Green Com-
plex, 19 G.T Road, P.O.: Uttarpara,
Dist.: Hooghly, PIN- 712232 do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from SOURINDRA CHAKRABARTY to
SOURINDRA CHAKRABORTY and
henceforth I shall be known as
SOURINDRA CHAKRABORTY in all
purpose, vide affidavit no. 08AC406742
sworn before the Notary Public at SER-
AMPORE on 14/01/2026,  SOURINDRA
CHAKRABORTY and SOURINDRA
CHAKRABARTY both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hena Parvin (Aadhaar No.
480431688141) D/o Md. Sagir residing
at H.No.20 B.L. No. 21 Baraipara, Po-
R.I.B. Lane, PS- Bhatpara, Dist- North
24 Pgs. Declare that my deceased
mother’s actual Name is Nuresha
Khatun as mentioned in her Death
Certificate but  in my birth Certificate
issued by Kalyani Municipality my
mother’s Name  has been recorded
wrongly as Nuresha Bibi.That Nure-
sha Khatun and Nuresha Bibi both are
same and one identical person vide af-
fidavit dated 13.01.26 before Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class at Barrackpore.

Name Change
I, Aftab Uddin Shah S/o.- Nur islam
Shah Residing at Vill-Nazra, P.O.-
Nazra, P.S.-Usthi, Dist-South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin-743375. declare that my
& my father's  name has been
wrongly recorded in my Madhyamik
pass certificate as Aftubuddin Shah
S/o Md Nur islam Shah. that my & my
Father's actual name recorded in my
Aadhaar, Voter, & Pan card as Aftab
Uddin Shah S/o.- Nur islam Shah
vide an affidavit before the Ld.1st
class Judicial Magistrate at Diamond
Harbour 24pgs(S) Date:18.12.2025.
ThatAftab Uddin Shah S/o.- Nur
islam Shah and  Aftubuddin Shah S/o
Md Nur islam Shah both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipika Basak Das, wife of Sonjoy
Basak, residing at B-15/101/B-2, Ward
No-12, Kalyani, Nadia, W.B.-741235, do
hereby declare that due to a clerical
mistake my name was wrongly
recorded as “Dipika Basak” in my
daughter, Samraggi Basak's Birth Cer-
tificate issued by Kalyani Municipality
bearing Certificate No. B/2025/1950575
(Old Reg. No. KM-B/07143-2009, Date
of Registration 06-10-2009) and also
"Dipika Basak (Das)" in my Voter I.
Card, instead of Dipika Basak Das. My
correct and full name is “Dipika Basak
Das”, as recorded in my Aadhar Card
No. 2589 8272 7241. Therefore,
"Dipika Basak (Das)", “Dipika Basak”
and “Dipika Basak Das” refer to 
the same and identical person.This 
declaration is made on the basis of an
affidavit sworn before the Court of the
Ld. A.C.J.M-II (1st Class), Kalyani,
Nadia, on 13 January 2026.

Name Change
I, Riya Samanta Bagai, W/o.- Chanchal
Bagai, R/o.- Vill.-Ichhabatagram, P.O.-
Palishgram, P.S-Mongolkote, Dist.-
Purba Bardhaman-713147, WB, de-
clare that my name has been wrongly
recorded in Monteswar Gram Pan-
chayat Civil Docs. as Riya Bagai in
place of Riya Samanta Bagai, vide 
Affidavit No. 5878, dtd. 02.12.2025,
before the LD. 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate at Purba Burdwan. That, Riya
Samanta Bagai & Riya Baga both are
the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shankhya Rani Sain, Wife of No.
2978248Y Rank Ex NK (TS) Name Late
Madan Mohan Sain resident of Vill.-
Rasuikhanda, P.O.- Sahajpurhattala,
Dist.- Purba Bardhaman (WB), Pin-
713424 have change my Name & Date
of birth from Shankhya Rani Sain & 20
Jun 1965 to Shankhiya Sain & 03 May
1965 vide Affidavit dated 14.01.26 be-
fore the Court of Ld. First Class Judicial
Magistrate at Purba Bardhaman.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
14 Jan.26 : Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi will in-
augurate the 15-kilometre
new railway line between
Maynapur – Barogopinath-
pur – Jayrambati, which
forms a part of the
Tarakeswar–Bishnupur
New Rail Line Project. On
the occasion, the Prime
Minister will also flag off a
new train service between
Maynapur & Jayrambati,
marking a significant mile-
stone in rail connectivity for
the region.

The inauguration of the
Maynapur–Jayrambati new
line will bring substantial
benefits to local residents
and commuters, particu-
larly in Bankura district and
surrounding rural areas. As
a result, passenger services
between Bankura – Bish-
nupur - Maynapur will be
extended upto Jayrambati.
The new rail link will en-
able faster and more con-
venient travel, while
significantly improving ac-
cess to educational institu-
tions, healthcare facilities
and essential public serv-
ices. The project will also
strengthen pilgrimage con-
nectivity to Jayrambati, the
birthplace of Holy Mother
Sarada Devi, and nearby

Kamarpukur, the birthplace
of Sri Ramakrishna, thereby
giving a major boost to reli-
gious tourism. Improved
rail connectivity is expected
to open up new opportuni-
ties for local trade, employ-
ment and livelihoods,
contributing to overall re-
gional development.

In addition, the flagging
off of the new Maynapur–
Jayrambati train service will
provide direct rail connec-
tivity to residents of
Bankura district, making
travel to Jayrambati and
Kamarpukur easier, more
affordable and time-efficient
for daily commuters as well
as devotees. The new serv-
ice is also expected to sup-
port the local economy by
encouraging tourism and fa-
cilitating smoother move-

ment of people across the
region.

Inaugural special train
08095 Jayrambati –
Bankura MEMU special will
leave Jayrambati at 15:00
hrs. on 18.01.2026  to reach
Bankura at 17:35 hrs. The
train will stop at Boro-
gopinathpur, Maynapur,
Gokulnagar Joypur, Birsa
Munda Halt, Bishnupur,
Ramsagar, Ondagram and
Bheduasol station.  

The launch of this new
railway line and train 
service highlights Indian
Railways’ focus on inclusive
development, improved
connectivity and passenger-
friendly services, contribut-
ing to overall
socio-economic progress in
the rural areas of West
Bengal.

Rails Reach Jayrambati: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Inaugurates New Line, Flags Off Train

Building the Future of Rail Travel: 101 Amrit
Stations Under Redevelopment in West Bengal
MI News Service, New Delhi, 14 Jan.26 : In-
dian Railways continues to advance passen-
ger-centric and future-ready railway
infrastructure across the country. In West
Bengal, this transformation is being carried
out in a structured and comprehensive man-
ner under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme,
the largest railway station redevelopment
programme of the world undertaken.

The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme covers
more than 1,300 stations nationwide. In
West Bengal, 101 stations have been identi-
fied for redevelopment with an overall in-
vestment of approximately ₹3,600 crore. The
scheme aims to provide modern amenities,
improved circulation, enhanced accessibility
and upgraded station aesthetics, while inte-
grating local culture and heritage. The focus
remains on delivering uniform, high-quality
infrastructure across metropolitan areas,
district headquarters, industrial towns, pil-
grimage centres and strategically important
border regions.

101 Amrit Bharat Stations in West Ben-
gal

The stations being redeveloped under
the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme in West
Bengal include:

Adra, Alipurduar, Aluabari Rd, Ambika
kalna, Anara, Andal, Andul, Asansol, Azim-
ganj, Bagnan, Bally, Balurghat, Bandel, Ban-
gaon, Bankura, Barabhum, Barasat,
Barddhaman, Barrackpore, Belda, Berham-
pore court, Bethuadahari, Bhaluka Road,
Binnaguri, Bishnupur, Bolpur Shantiniketan,
Burnpur, Canning, Chandan nagar, Chand-
para, Chandrakona Road, Dalgaon,
Dalkhola, Dankuni, Dhulian Ganga,
Dhupguri, Digha, Dinhata, Dum Dum,
Falakata, Garbeta, Gede, Haldia, Haldibari,
Harishchandrapur, Hasimara, Hijli, Howrah,
Jalpaiguri, Jalpaiguri Road, Jangipur Road,
Jhalida, Jhargram, Joychandi Pahar, Kaliya-
ganj, Kalyani, Kalyani Ghoshpara, Ka-
makhyaguri, Katwa, Khagraghat Road,
Kharagpur, Kolkata, Krishnanagar City,
Kumedpur, Madhukunda, Madhyamgram,
Malda Court, Malda Town, Mecheda, Me-
dinipur (Midnapore), Nabadwip Dham, Nai-
hati, New Alipurduar, New Cooch Behar,
New Farakka, New Jalpaiguri, New Mal,
Ondagram, Panagarh, Pandabeswar, Pan-
skura, Purulia, Rampurhat, Ranaghat,
Sainthia, Salboni, Samsi, Santragachi, Seal-
dah, Shalimar, Shantipur, Sheoraphuli, Silig-
uri, Sitarampur, Siuri, Sonarpur, Suisa,

Tamluk, Tarakeswar, Tulin and Uluberia. 
The geographical spread of these sta-

tions demonstrates an inclusive development
approach, ensuring that railway modernisa-
tion reaches cities, towns, industrial belts
and border areas across the state.

Stations Already Inaugurated
Under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme,

Panagarh, Joychandi Pahar and Kalyani
Ghoshpara stations have already been inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on 22 May 2025.

Major Station Redevelopment Works
Under Progress

Several large stations in West Bengal are
currently undergoing redevelopment with
approximate sanctioned costs, reflecting the
scale of investment:

New Jalpaiguri: With an approximate
cost of more than ₹330 crore, the station is
being developed as a modern gateway to the
North Eastern region. The project includes
new terminal buildings, an air concourse
and upgraded platforms to strengthen
tourism, trade and regional connectivity.

Santragachi: At an approximate cost of
more than ₹370 crore, the station is being
developed as a major multi-modal hub to de-
congest the Howrah–Kolkata corridor and
improve passenger circulation.

Asansol: Redevelopment works of ap-
proximately more than ₹420 crore are un-
derway to upgrade the station as a modern
rail hub serving the industrial belt of western
West Bengal.

Shalimar: With redevelopment works of
more than ₹310 crore, the station is being
comprehensively upgraded to support long-
distance train operations and smoother pas-
senger movement.

These stations are being planned as in-
tegrated transport and service hubs, con-
tributing to regional economic activity in
addition to improving passenger experience.

The ongoing redevelopment of 101 sta-
tions under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
marks a significant step in strengthening
railway infrastructure in West Bengal.
Through sustained investment, standardised
design principles and phased execution, In-
dian Railways is transforming stations into
modern, accessible and efficient gateways of
growth. This coordinated approach is ex-
pected to enhance connectivity, support re-
gional development and serve passengers
more effectively for decades to come.

Equipped With Ample Luggage Space, WellDesigned Births, Ultra Modern
& SpaciousToilets, First Vande Bharat Sleeper Train to beflagged off Soon
Offers Business Class Comfort at Af-

fordable Rates forPassengers Besides
Punctuality, Safety & Reliability
Clean, Hygienic, Health-Friendly, Fa-

tigue Free Journey alongwith Local
Cuisine (included in Fare) to Make
Vande BharatSleeper Travel Experi-
ence a Memorable One
Divyangjan-Friendly Spaces, Modular

Pantries, DisinfectantTechnology to
Add to Safe, Efficient and World
ClassOvernight Travel Experience
Indigenous Kavach Automatic Train

Protection System,Advanced Fire
Safety Mechanisms, and CCTV Surveil-
lanceto Make Our Journey Safer
Enhanced Facilities for Train Staff and

Loco Pilots
MI News Service, New Delhi, 14 Jan.26
: Indian Railways is preparing to add an-
other important milestone to its journey
of modernisation. Withthe introduction of
the sleeper version of the Vande Bharat
Express, long-distance train travel in In-
diais set to become faster, safer and more
comfortable for common passengers. De-
signed to meet thechanging expectations
of today’s travellers, the Vande Bharat
Sleeper aims to make overnightjourneys
a pleasant experience rather than just a
means of reaching a destination. Modern
technology,improved safety features and
passenger-friendly facilities have been
brought together to offerpremium com-
fort at affordable fares.

The first Vande Bharat Sleeper Train
will operate between Guwahati in Assam

and Howrah in WestBengal, marking a
transformative step in long-distance
overnight rail travel in the country. The-
complete cycle of trials, testing and certi-
fication of the train has been successfully
concluded. In themonth of January, the
first Vande Bharat Sleeper Train is set to
be flagged off on this route soon.

Thisimportant corridor connects East-
ern and North-Eastern India and is used
daily by thousands ofpassengers, including
students, workers, traders and families.
The new service is expected tosignificantly
improve connectivity between the two re-
gions and change the way people experi-
enceovernight rail travel. With faster
speeds and modern design, the Vande
Bharat Sleeper will reducetravel time
while offering a smooth and comfortable
journey. For passengers travelling longdis-
tances, this means better rest, improved
safety and a more reliable travel option.
The introduction of the Vande Bharat
Sleeper on this route reflects Indian Rail-
ways’ continued focuson modern, passen-
ger-centric services. It marks a step
towards a future where train travel com-
binesspeed, comfort and safety, making
railways a preferred choice for long-dis-
tance journeys across thecountry.

Passenger Comfort and World-Class
Amenities

Designed specifically for long-dis-
tance journeys, the Vande Bharat Sleeper
places passenger comfortat the core of its
design. The train comprises 16 modern
coaches with a total capacity of 823pas-
sengers, offering a seamless blend of
speed, space and comfort. Its advanced
aerodynamic design reduces air resist-
ance, ensuring a stable and smooth ride
even athigh speeds. Capable of operating
at speeds of up to 180 kmph, the train
significantly cuts travel timewhile deliv-
ering a quiet and premium travel experi-
ence.Ergonomically designed sleeping
berths provide better body support, mak-
ing overnight journeysmore restful. Au-
tomatic doors with vestibules between
coaches ensure safe and convenient
movementwithin the train. An advanced
suspension system further enhances ride
quality by minimizing jerksand vibra-
tions, ensuring a calm and fatigue-free
journey. Vande Bharat Sleeper trains also
offer ample and well-planned luggage
space, with overhead racksand under-
berth storage for smaller bags, and ded-
icated areas near coach entrances for
largersuitcases, ensuring uncluttered and
comfortable interiors. Designed for long-
distance travel, the trainfeatures er-
gonomic sleeper berths, USB charging
ports and enhanced security systems.
Provisions forDivyangjan-friendly spaces,
modular pantries and advanced fire
safety systems further add topassenger
convenience, delivering a safe, efficient
and modern overnight travel experience.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The BMW sold 18,001 cars in
calendar year 2025, achieving high growth of +14% year-
on-year (YoY). BMW delivered 17,271 units and MINI 730
units. BMW Motorrad delivered 5,841 motorcycles. Hard-
eep Singh Brar, President and CEO, BMW Group India
said, “2025 has been a record- breaking year for BMW
Group India with highest-ever sales till date.” BMW Group
India undertook an aggressive product offensive in 2025,
launching 20 new products across the BMW, MINI, and
BMW Motorrad brands. 

BMW continues to be the most preferred luxury EV
brand in 2025 as well. Long Wheelbase models in the BMW
range continued to perform well and noted growth of
+162% YoY with sales of 8,608 units. BMW Group India
SAVs recorded growth of +22% YoY at 10,748 units. MINI
India delivered 730 units in 2025, registering a growth of
+3% YoY. BMW Motorrad delivered 5,841 motorcycles in
2025. Through its innovative ‘BMW Smart Finance’ solu-
tions, BMW India Financial Services delivers a compelling
value proposition and complete peace of mind to customers.

BMW shows massive 
growth momentum in India

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Following a successful
debut edition, the City of
Joy will witness another ex-
citing fiesta of fandom with
Kolkata Comic Con, pre-
sented by Maruti Suzuki
Arena and powered by
Crunchyroll, on April 11–
12, 2026, at the Biswa
Bangla Convention Centre. 

Akshat Rathee, Co-
founder and MD, NODWIN
Gaming, said, “Kolkata
doesn’t just consume pop
culture, it lives it. From
love, literature, and art to
cinema, comics, and fan-
doms, storytelling is part of
the city’s everyday rhythm.
Generations here grew up
on Abol Tabol, Feluda, and
Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne,
and today that same imagi-
nation seamlessly em-
braces superheroes, anime,
manga, gaming, and global
pop culture. Kolkata Comic
Con is where Byomkesh
meets Batman and where
fandoms collide in the most
joyful way possible. In a city
powered by stories, art, and
passion, Comic Con doesn’t
arrive as an event it feels
like it belongs.”

Expressing her excite-
ment, Shefali Johnson,
CEO, Comic Con India,
said, “Kolkata has always
been a city of stories, from
literature and cinema to
art and performance.
When we brought Comic
Con to Kolkata, we saw
how naturally pop culture
resonated with the city’s
creative spirit.”

Comic Con strengthens 
footprint in Kolkata

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said forces
that had opposed the post-
Independence restoration
of the Somnath temple
were still active and must
be defeated, a remark seen
as a veiled attack on Jawa-
harlal Nehru.

Modi reminded Indians
about 1,000 years since
Mahmud of Ghazni’s inva-
sion of Somnath Temple.
Modi sought to underscore
his Hindu revivalist narra-
tive. He said that while
such forces had earlier
used “swords”, they now
operated through “con-
spiracies” aimed at divid-
ing the country.

1K yrs of invasion at
SOMNATH: Jihadis still ac-
tive in BHARAT, says Modi
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MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   The nation will observe 
the 10th Defence Forces Veter-
ans’ Day on January 14, 2026, 
paying tribute to the valour, sac-
rifices and dedicated service of 
the veterans who have served 
the nation with distinction. A 
series of events and outreach 
programmes will be organised 
across the country to mark the 
day. The main event at Manek-
shaw Centre, Delhi Cantt will be 
graced by Raksha Mantri Shri 
Rajnath Singh and attended by 
veterans residing in Delhi/NCR.

The day will be commemo-
rated across the country at 34 
Rajya Sainik Boards in States 
& UTs and various locations 

pan-India by 434 Zila Sainik 
Boards. These events will in-
clude veterans’ rallies, estab-
lishment of grievance redressal 
counters and facilitation help 
desks by System for Pension Ad-
ministration - Raksha (SPARSH), 
the Ex-Servicemen Contributory 
Health Scheme (ECHS) and the 
Record Offices of the Indian 
Army, Indian Navy, and Indi-
an Air Force to help address 
concerns of veterans and their 
dependents. Employment agen-
cies, defence and Government 
Welfare Organisations & Banks 
will also set up stalls to provide 
information and assistance to 
veterans & their families.

The Defence Forces Veter-

ans’ Day is commemorated 
on 14th January every year 
to honour the legacy and yeo-
man service of Field Marshal 
KM Cariappa, OBE, the first 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Indian Army, who retired on 
this day in 1953. A towering 
figure in India's military his-
tory, Field Marshal Cariappa 
led the forces to victory in the 
1947 war and laid the foun-
dation for an enduring lega-
cy of service, discipline, and 
patriotism. The day reaffirms 
the nation’s deep respect and 
gratitude towards its veter-
ans & strengthens the bond 
among the serving personnel, 
veterans, and citizens.

MI News Service, 14 Jan 2026, 
Kolkata:   Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will flag off new 
Amrit Bharat Express trains 
on 18.01.2026 viz, Howrah 
- Anand Vihar Amrit Bharat 
Express,  Sealdah - Banaras 
Amrit Bharat Express and 
Santragachi - Tambaram Am-
rit Bharat Expres .

Amrit Bharat Express is 
a shining example of Indian 
Railway’s commitment to pro-
vide comfortable, economical 
and modern rail travel to the 
common people. Designed 
and built in India, the train 
has enhanced passenger 
comfort, better seats and ad-

vanced safety features. It is 
a symbol of the vision of an 
inclusive and future-ready 
Railway transport system 
that connects people, places 
and aspirations across the 

country.
13065 Howrah-Anand Vi-

har Amrit Bharat Express 
(weekly) will leave Howrah 
on every Thursday at 23:10 
hrs and will reach Anand Vi-
har at 02:50 hrs. on the third 
day. In the return direction, 
13066 Anand Vihar - How-
rah Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Anand Vihar on every 
Saturday at 05:15 hrs and 
will arrive Howrah at 10:50 
hrs. on the next day. The train 
will stop at 26 stations includ-
ing  Bandel, Barddhaman, 
Durgapur, Asansol stations in 
Eastern Railway jurisdiction 
enroute in both directions.

22588 Banaras-Sealdah 
Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Banaras on every Sun-
day, Tuesday and Friday at 
22:10 hrs. and will reach 
Sealdah at 09:55 hrs. on the 

next day. In the return direc-
tion, 22587 Sealdah- Banaras 
Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Sealdah every Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday 
at 19:30 hrs and will arrive 
Banaras at 07:20 hrs on the 
next day. The train will stop 
at 06 stations including Jasi-
dih, Madhupur, Asansol and 
Durgapur stations in Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction enroute 
in both directions.

16107 Tambaram-Santraga-
chi Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Tambaram every Friday 
at 15:30 hrs and will reach 
Santragachi at 20:15 hrs. on 
the next day. In the return 
direction, 16108 Santraga-
chi - Tambaram Amrit Bharat 
Express will leave Santragachi 
every Saturday at 23:55 hrs 
and will arrive Tambaram at 
10:00 hrs. on  the third day.

MI News Service, 14 Jan 2026, 
Malda:   For inaugural run of 
Vande Bharat Sleeper train on the 
17.01.2026, Malda Division will shift 
arrival and departure platforms of 
following regular trains at Malda 
Town on 16.01.2026 & 17.01.2026:
*On 16.01.2026*
13153 Sealdah – Malda Town Gour 
Express (Arr. at Platform no. 5 )
13416 Patna – Malda Town Intercity 
Express (Arr. at Platform no. 6)
13417 Digha – Malda Town Express 
(Arr. at Platform no. 6 )
22302 New Jalpaiguri – Howrah 
Vande Bharat Express (Arr./Dep. at 
Platform no. 3 )
13034 Katihar – Howrah Express 
(Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 3 )
12508 Silchar – Trivandrum Central 
Aronai Express (Arr./Dep. at Plat-
form no. 3)
15734 Vatinda – Balurghat Farakka 
Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 3)
13415 Malda Town –Patna Intercity 

Express (Dep. at Platform no. 6)
13465 Howrah – Malda Town Intercity 
Express (Arr. at Platform no. 7)
13154 Malda Town – Sealdah Gour Ex-
press (Dep. at Platform no. 5)
13410 Kiul – Malda Town Intercity Ex-
press (Arr. at Platform no. 6)
55422 Balurghat – Malda Town Pas-
senger (Arr. at Platform no. 5)
15962 Dibrugarh – Howrah Kamrup 
Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 3)
13064 Balurghat – Howrah Express 
(Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 3)
13011 Howrah – Malda Town Intercity  
Express  (Arr. at Platform no. 7)
*On 17.01.2026*
15722 New Jalpaiguri – Digha Pahari 
Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 5)
13150 Alipurduar – Kolkata Kan-
chankanya Express (Arr./Dep. at Plat-
form no. 3)
13012 Malda Town – Howrah Inter-
city Express (Dep. at Platform no. 7)
12343 Sealdah – Haldibari Darjeeling 
Mail (Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 4)

15658 Kamakhya – Delhi Brahmapu-
tra Mail (Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 3)
13159 Kolkata – Jogbani Express 
(Arr./Dep. at Platform no. 4)
13409 Malda Town - Kiul Intercity Ex-
press (Dep. at Platform no. 6)
13466 Malda town – Howrah Intercity 
Express (Dep. at Platform no. 7)
13153 Sealdah – Malda Town Gour 
Express (Arr. at Platform no. 5)
55421 Malda Town – Balurghat pas-
senger (Dep. at Platform no. 6)
12042 New Jalpaiguri - Howrah Sha-
tabdi Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform 
no. 3)
63401 Sahibganj – Malda Town 
MEMU (Arr. at Platform no. 7)
13174 Sabroom – Sealdah Kanchan-
jungha Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform 
no. 6)
13425 Malda Town – Surat Express 
(Dep. at Platform no. 6)
20507 Sairang – Anand Vihar Raj-
dhani Express (Arr./Dep. at Platform 
no. 5)

MI News Service, 14 Jan 2026, 
New Delhi:   Indian Railways is re-
defining freight transportation in the 
country and has set a new record 
in freightmovement by providing 
a speedy, reliable, and affordable 
end-to-end rail freight solution. By-
combining advanced infrastructure, 
high-capacity corridors, and modern 
operational systems, theDedicated 
Freight Corridor (DFC) network is 
ensuring efficient movement of goods 
across regions,reducing transit times 
and costs.

Continuing its trend of seamless 
high-density freight operations, the 
Dedicated Freight CorridorCorpo-
ration of India Limited (DFCCIL) 
established a new benchmark of 
operational efficiency withthe high-
est-ever train interchanges on the 
DFC network. On Sunday, 5 January 
2026, a total of 892‘ interchange’ 
trains were handled in a single day 
between the DFC network and five 
zones ofIndian Railways, marking 
the highest interchange achieved 
since commissioning of the corri-
dors.The previous record stood at 
865 trains, achieved on 4 January 
2026.

This enhanced operational effi-
ciency resulting from record freight 
interchange is easing congestionon 
conventional rail lines, which is 
ensuring more timely and comfort-
able passenger train servicesand 
reducing delays in daily commutes. 
It is also supporting the economic 
growth of industries,ultimately ben-
efiting the common man through 
faster delivery of essential goods 
and lower logisticscosts.

The milestone reflects DFC-
CIL’s growing operational capacity, 
strengthened planning frame-
work,and robust traffic manage-
ment systems. The achievement 
was enabled through effective reg-
ulation oftrain speeds, maintenance 
of safe headway, and close coordi-
nation between adjoining stations, 
allowing trains to cross stations in 
minimal time and ensuring safe, 
fuel-efficient, and uninterruptedo-
perations even on heavily loaded 
sections.

The performance was further 
supported by modern train sched-
uling tools, real-time trafficmoni-
toring, automated signalling, digi-
tal control rooms, and strict safety 
protocols. Central Controlprovided 
network-level planning and super-
visory oversight based on inputs 
from all OperationalControl Centres 
and zonal control offices, ensuring 
seamless execution across the net-
work.

High-power locomotives played 
a critical role by hauling long and 
heavy freight trains at higherav-
erage speeds, while strong coordi-
nation among loco pilots, assistant 
loco pilots, and train managersen-
sured alert, disciplined, and safe 
operations throughout the day. 
Strengthened feeder routes andef-
ficient yard management minimised 
detention, enabling faster entry and 
exit of trains and timelyevacuation 

of freight.
The record underlines a positive 

transformation in India’s logistics 
ecosystem, facilitating faster,safer, 
and more predictable movement of 
coal, cement, containers, and agri-
cultural commodities,while easing 
congestion on the conventional rail 
network. Other recent high-vol-
ume interchange dayson the DFC 
network include 846 trains on 30 
March 2025, 830 on 14 September 
2025, 820 on 31March 2025, 812 on 

3 January 2026, and 808 on 25 May 
2025, reflecting a sustained trend 
of high-density freight operations.

MI News Service,  
Kathmandu:   President of 
the SAARC Journalists’ Fo-
rum (SJF), Raju Lama, met 
former Home Minister of 
Nepal Ram Bahadur Thapa 
“Badal” on Wednesday.

During the meeting, Lama 
congratulated Thapa on his 
election as Vice President of 
the CPN-UML at the party’s 
11th convention, which was 
held last month.

Former Home Minister 
Thapa described the Zen-Z 
protest as a reactionary 
movement and urged all 
democratic forces to unite ei-
ther to reinstate Parliament 
or jointly go for elections.

He also said Nepal is fac-
ing a major political crisis 
due to external interference 
and the prevailing geopoliti-
cal situation.

Leader of the SAARC Jour-
nalists’ Forum Nepal Chap-
ter, Karan Tamrakar, was 
also present at the meeting.

MI News Service, 14 Jan 2026, 
New Delhi: Indian Railways is pre-
paring to add another important 
milestone to its journey of moderni-
sation. With the introduction of the 
sleeper version of the Vande Bharat 
Express, long-distance train travel 
in India is set to become faster, saf-
er and more comfortable for com-
mon passengers. Designed to meet 
the changing expectations of today’s 
travellers, the Vande Bharat Sleeper 
aims to make overnight journeys a 
pleasant experience rather than just 
a means of reaching a destination. 
Modern technology, improved safety 
features and passenger-friendly fa-
cilities have been brought together 
to offer premium comfort at afford-
able fares.

The first Vande Bharat Sleeper 
Train will operate between Guwa-
hati in Assam and Howrah in West 
Bengal, marking a transformative 
step in long-distance overnight rail 
travel in the country. The complete 
cycle of trials, testing and certifi-
cation of the train has been suc-
cessfully concluded. In the month 
of January, the first Vande Bharat 
Sleeper Train is set to be flagged 
off on this route soon. This import-
ant corridor connects Eastern and 
North-Eastern India and is used 
daily by thousands of passengers, 
including students, workers, trad-
ers and families. The new service 
is expected to significantly improve 
connectivity between the two re-
gions and change the way people 
experience overnight rail travel. 
With faster speeds and modern de-
sign, the Vande Bharat Sleeper will 
reduce travel time while offering a 
smooth and comfortable journey. 
For passengers travelling long dis-
tances, this means better rest, im-
proved safety and a more reliable 
travel option.

The introduction of the Vande 
Bharat Sleeper on this route reflects 
Indian Railways’ continued focus on 
modern, passenger-centric services. 
It marks a step towards a future 
where train travel combines speed, 
comfort and safety, making railways 
a preferred choice for long-distance 
journeys across the country.
Passenger Comfort and  World-Class Ame-
nities
Designed specifically for long-dis-

tance journeys, the Vande Bharat 
Sleeper places passenger comfort at 
the core of its design. The train com-
prises 16 modern coaches with a total 
capacity of 823 passengers, offering 
a seamless blend of speed, space and 
comfort.

Its advanced aerodynamic de-
sign reduces air resistance, ensur-
ing a stable and smooth ride even at 
high speeds. Capable of operating at 
speeds of up to 180 kmph, the train 
significantly cuts travel time while 
delivering a quiet and premium travel 
experience.

Ergonomically designed sleeping 
berths provide better body support, 
making overnight journeys more 
restful. Automatic doors with vesti-
bules between coaches ensure safe 
and convenient movement within the 
train. An advanced suspension system 
further enhances ride quality by min-
imizing jerks and vibrations, ensuring 
a calm and fatigue-free journey.

Vande Bharat Sleeper trains also 
offer ample and well-planned lug-
gage space, with overhead racks 
and under-berth storage for smaller 
bags, and dedicated areas near coach 
entrances for larger suitcases, en-
suring uncluttered and comfortable 
interiors. Designed for long-distance 
travel, the train features ergonomic 
sleeper berths, USB charging ports 
and enhanced security systems. Provi-
sions for Divyangjan-friendly spaces, 
modular pantries and advanced fire 
safety systems further add to passen-
ger convenience, delivering a safe, 
efficient and modern overnight travel 
experience.
Clean, Hygienic and Health-Friendly Travel
High standards of cleanliness and hy-
giene have been integrated into the 
Vande Bharat Sleeper experience. 
The train is equipped with modern 
toilets and advanced disinfectant 
technology, helping maintain superior 
sanitation levels throughout the jour-
ney. This ensures a clean, safe and 
health-friendly environment, espe-
cially crucial for long overnight travel.
Howrah–Guwahati: A Vital Rail Corridor
The Howrah–Guwahati route is 
among the most significant rail cor-
ridors in the country, supporting the 
daily movement of lakhs of passen-
gers. The Vande Bharat Sleeper trains 
will offer a fast, modern and reliable 
travel option for passengers of West 

Bengal and Assam.
Direct benefits will accrue to districts 
such as Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Mal-
da, Murshidabad, Purba Bardhaman, 
Hooghly and Howrah in West Bengal, 
and Kamrup Metropolitan and Bon-
gaigaon in Assam. The service will be 
especially beneficial for common pas-
sengers, students, professionals, mi-
grant workers, traders and religious 
pilgrims. Visits to major pilgrimage 
centres like Kalighat Temple and Ka-
makhya Devi Temple will become eas-
ier, safer and more convenient.
The new Vande Bharat Sleeper on 
the Howrah–Guwahati route will sig-
nificantly cut travel time compared to 
the current fastest service, the Sara-
ighat Express (12345/12346). The 
Saraighat Express takes around 17 
hours to cover the approximately 966 
km distance between Howrah and 
Guwahati/Kamakhya. In contrast, the 
Vande Bharat Sleeper is expected to 
complete the same journey in about 
14 hours once operational, saving 
nearly 3 hours on the route. Reduced 
travel time will also give a boost to 
regional trade, tourism, employment 
and social connectivity, strengthen-
ing economic and cultural ties across 
regions.
Affordable Premium Travel
One of the standout features of the 
Vande Bharat Sleeper is its cost-effec-
tiveness compared to air travel. The 
proposed fares are designed to offer 
premium comfort at a substantially 
lower cost than airlines.

The indicative fares are approxi-
mately ₹2300 for 3 AC, ₹3000 for 2 AC 
and ₹3600 for First AC. These fares 
make the Vande Bharat Sleeper an at-
tractive option that combines afford-
ability with high-quality amenities 
and services.
Regional Tastes on the Go
Passengers will also enjoy high-qual-
ity onboard catering services, making 
long overnight journeys more relaxed 
and stress-free. Passengers on the 
Vande Bharat Sleeper Train will en-
joy region-specific culinary offerings 
during their journey. Train originating 
from Guwahati will feature authentic 
Assamese cuisine, while the train 
starting from Kolkata will serve tra-
ditional Bengali delicacies, ensuring 
a delightful and culturally rich dining 
experience on board.
Staff Support, Seamless Operations

The Vande Bharat Sleeper also 
brings significant improvements for 
railway staff. For Loco Pilots, the 
train is equipped with ergonomically 
designed driver cabins that reduce 
strain and fatigue during long duty 
hours, along with dedicated, well-
equipped toilets to ensure hygiene 
and convenience.

For onboard staff such as TTEs 
and pantry personnel, dedicated 
cabins and compartments have been 
provided, along with improved berths 
and amenities that allow proper rest 
during duty hours, contributing to 
better efficiency, alertness and overall 
service quality.
Safety Powered by Indigenous Technology
Safety remains a top priority. The 
Vande Bharat Sleeper is equipped with 
the indigenous Kavach automatic train 
protection system, which plays a crucial 
role in preventing collisions and ensur-
ing safe train operations.

The train is also equipped with 
features such as automatic doors, 
improved fire safety mechanisms, 
disinfectant technology and CCTV sur-
veillance in all coaches. An advanced 
emergency talk-back system enables 
passengers to directly communicate 
with the crew in case of emergencies, 
ensuring prompt assistance. These 
systems together establish new bench-
marks in rail safety, giving passengers 
complete peace of mind.
Punctuality and Reliability
High-speed capability, advanced train 
control systems and improved opera-
tional efficiency ensure greater punctu-
ality and reliability. Faster acceleration 
and deceleration reduce dwell time and 
help maintain strict time schedules, 
making long-distance overnight travel 
more predictable and dependable.
The Future of Rail Travel
The Vande Bharat Sleeper redefines 
overnight rail travel with a modern, 
passenger-centric design. Ergonomical-
ly designed seats and berths ensure en-
hanced comfort during long journeys, 
while smarter luggage arrangements, 
region-specific onboard cuisine, and 
improved facilities for onboard staff 
and Loco Pilots help reduce fatigue 
and ensure seamless service. Together, 
these features embody a future-ready 
vision of rail travel, where thoughtful 
design, advanced technology, and oper-
ational efficiency combine to elevate the 
overall travel experience.

SAARC Journalists’ 
Forum President 

Lama meets former 
Home Minister Thapa

10th Defence Forces Veterans’ Day to pay tribute to the 
valour, sacrifices & dedicated service of the veterans

Temporary platform shifting at Malda Town Station for 
inaugural run of Vande Bharat sleeper train

Railways Sets New Record in Freight Movement

Equipped With Ample Luggage Space, Well Designed Berths, Ultra Modern & 
Spacious Toilets, First Vande Bharat Sleeper Train to be flagged off Soon

Connecting India better: Three new Amrit Bharat Express 
trains to hit the tracks from West Bengal
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New Delhi : Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Wednesday inau-
gurated 81 new Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs across the
national Capital on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti.

Speaking to reporters, Gupta
said that with the addition of these
new centres, healthcare access for
Delhi's residents would signifi-
cantly improve.

"We have inaugurated 81 new
Arogya Mandirs today on Makar
Sankranti. Before this, 238
Arogya Mandirs were already
functioning. With these additions,
we are providing more comfort-
able and accessible healthcare
facilities to the people of Delhi,"
she said.

The Chief Minister explained
that Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
function as primary healthcare
centres and play a crucial role in
strengthening the city's health
infrastructure.

"These centres work like pri-
mary hospitals. They will reduce
the burden on major hospitals and
help address key health issues
faced by the people of the nation-
al Capital. Citizens will be able to
avail themselves of essential med-
ical facilities closer to their
homes," she added.

Gupta further stated that the
Delhi government has set an
ambitious target of inaugurating
1,100 Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
across the city and is actively
working to achieve this goal in the

coming months. BJP MLA Satish
Upadhyay said, "Today, the way
these Arogya Mandirs are being
constructed is remarkable, and 81
Arogya Mandirs will be dedicated
to Delhi. This is the eighth Arogya
Mandir in our Bhim Nagar and
Malviya Nagar constituency, and
two more Arogya Mandirs are yet
to be built."

On Tuesday, Delhi Health
Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh had
said that the initiative will signifi-
cantly strengthen accessible and
preventive healthcare services for
residents.

With this expansion, total cen-
tres will rise to 319 across the
national Capital, he added.

"With this addition, Delhi is
steadily progressing toward the
establishment of more than 1,100
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, as
envisioned under the national
Capital's long-term primary
healthcare road map," he said.

"At present, 238 Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs are operational.
Following tomorrow's inaugura-
tion, the total number of function-
ing centres will rise to 319 across
Delhi," Minister Singh added.

"These centres represent a
major step in the Delhi govern-
ment's mission to provide free,
accessible, and dignified primary
healthcare close to every house-
hold. The initiative is being imple-
mented under the leadership of
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, in
line with the national vision of
'Healthcare for All'," the Minister
said. He added that each
Ayushman Arogya Mandir will
offer free doctor consultations,
essential medicines, and diagnos-
tic tests, along with screening for
diabetes, hypertension, cancer,

maternal and child healthcare,
immunisation support, growth
monitoring, lifestyle counselling,
mental health services, and pre-
ventive health programmes such
as yoga and nutrition guidance.

"These neighbourhood-level
facilities will significantly reduce
pressure on major hospitals,
ensuring timely care for women,
senior citizens, and low-income
families without long travel or
queues."

"Parallel to the expansion of
Arogya Mandirs, Delhi continues
to strengthen coverage under
both the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and the
Ayushman Bharat-Vaya Vandana
Yojana (AB-VVY). As on 13
January 2026, a total of 6,91,530
health cards (combined PM-JAY +
VVY) have been issued in Delhi,
including 2,65,895 VVY cards,"
Minister Singh said.

The Health Minister had said
that to ensure seamless access to
secondary and tertiary care, Delhi
now has 189 empanelled hospi-
tals, comprising 138 private hos-
pitals, 41 Delhi government hospi-
tals, and 10 Central government
hospitals.

"These empanelled institutions
provide cashless treatment,
ensuring that financially vulnera-
ble families can receive lifesaving
care without cost barriers," he
added.

CM Gupta inaugurates 81 Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs in Delhi on Makar Sankranti

Kolkata: RG Stone Urology &
Laparoscopy Hospital Kolkata,
through its RG Institute of
Advanced Breast Care, has suc-
cessfully performed a Modified
Radical Mastectomy with
Axillary Lymph Node Clearance
(up to Level III) on a 68-year-old
woman diagnosed with carcino-
ma of the right breast. Led by
Dr. Tapti Sen, Senior Consultant
- Breast Surgery, the procedure
reinforces the hospital's expert-
ise in advanced breast cancer
care, delivering precision oncol-
ogy with rapid recovery.

The patient presented with a
painless swelling in the right
breast for 1 year, lesion gradu-
ally increasing in size. Clinical
evaluation and imaging
revealed a firm, irregular 3.3 x
3 cm lesion in the lower quad-
rants, not involving skin or
deeper structures,
Mammogram and TRU cut
biopsy from RT Breast con-
firmed the diagnosis Carcinoma
Rt Breast. Whole Body PET CT
Scan reported locoregional dis-
ease, no distant Mets. Patient
was taken up for surgery - Rt
Breast Modified Radical mas-
tectomy with axillary Lymph
Node Clearance after IHC done.
Before surgery complete preop
work up and anesthetic clear-
ance was taken. Medical oncol-
ogist's opinion was taken before
surgery; Patient & patient's rel-
ative were explained in detail
regarding course of treatment
and precaution to be taken
after surgery to avoid complica-
tion like lymph edema or
wound infection. Patient was
discharged with drain in situ
after 48 Hours of surgery.
Patient is doing well. The multi-
disciplinary team, including
medical oncology review, sup-
ports integrated care for supe-
rior long-term outcomes.

Commenting on the proce-
dure, Dr. Tapti Sen, Consultant -
Breast Surgery at RG Stone
Urology & Laparoscopy
Hospital Kolkata, said:
"Modified radical mastectomy
continues to be an important
treatment option for breast
cancer patients with lymph

node involvement. Timely diag-
nosis, appropriate surgical
intervention, and structured
postoperative care are key to
achieving positive outcomes
and improving patient quality of
life." About RG Stone Urology &
Laparoscopy Hospitals: 

RG Hospitals is a leading
healthcare provider in India,
renowned for its expertise in
urology, nephrology, minimally
invasive surgery, gynaecology,
and critical care. Established in
1986 with a single lithotripsy
clinic, the group has expanded
to a network of 17 advanced
centers across the country,
delivering world-class medical
care to diverse communities.
With over 40 years of clinical
excellence, RG Hospitals has
successfully performed more
than 750,000 procedures, com-
bining cutting-edge technology
with compassionate patient
care. The hospital offers com-
prehensive treatment options in
renal sciences, robotic surgery,
endourology, and kidney trans-
plantation, supported by state-
of-the-art infrastructure and
specialized multidisciplinary
teams.

New Delhi : Just five more min-
utes of sleep, and two minutes
of moderate exercise like brisk
walking or climbing stairs can
add a year to your life, accord-
ing to a study on Wednesday. 

Adding half a serving of veg-
etables per day more could also
lead to an extra year of life for
people with the worst existing
sleep, physical activity, and
dietary habits, revealed the
study that followed 60,000 peo-
ple for eight long years.

The study, published in The
Lancet journal
eClinicalMedicine, suggested
that seven to eight hours of
sleep per day, more than 40
minutes of moderate to vigor-
ous physical activity a day, and
a healthy diet were associated
with over nine years of addi-
tional lifespan and years spent
in good health.

"The combined relationship
of sleep, physical activity, and
diet is larger than the sum of
the individual behaviours. For
example, for people with the
unhealthiest sleep, physical
activity and dietary habits to
achieve one additional year of
lifespan through sleep alone
would require five times the
amount of additional sleep per
day (25 minutes) than if physi-
cal activity and diet also
improved a small amount,"
said the international group of
researchers from the UK,
Australia, Chile, and Brazil.

In a separate study, pub-

lished in the journal The
Lancet, researchers from
Norway, Spain, and Australia
showed that adding just 5 min-
utes of extra walking to the
daily routine can cut down the
risk of death in the majority of
adults by 10 per cent.

It will also help the least
active adults to reduce their
risk of death by around 6 per
cent.

Further, the study based on
data from more than 135,000
adults found that reducing
sedentary time by 30 minutes
per day was associated with an
estimated?7 per cent reduction
in all deaths?if adopted by the
majority of adults (who spend
10 hours being sedentary per
day).

Around 3 per cent of all
deaths?can be reduced if
adopted by the most sedentary
adults (who spend 12 hours
being sedentary per day on
average).

"These estimates provide
important evidence on the wide
range of public health impacts
associated with even small pos-
itive changes in physical activi-
ty and inactivity," said corre-
sponding author Prof Ulf
Ekelund, from the Norwegian
School of Sport Sciences, Oslo.

The researchers cautioned
that the findings should not be
used as personalised advice;
rather, they highlighted the
potential benefits for the popu-
lation as a whole.

Washington DC [US] : The Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology (KAIST) researchers
have developed a way to repro-
gram immune cells already inside
tumours into cancer-killing
machines.

A drug injected directly into
the tumour is absorbed by
macrophages, prompting them to
recognise and attack cancer cells
while activating nearby immune
defences.

This eliminates the need for
lab-based cell extraction and
modification. In animal models,
the strategy significantly slowed
tumour growth and sparked
strong anticancer immune
responses.

KAIST (President Kwang
Hyung Lee) announced that a
research team led by Professor Ji-
Ho Park from the Department of
Bio and Brain Engineering has
developed a new treatment
approach.

When a drug is injected direct-
ly into a tumour, macrophages
already present in the body
absorb the drug and begin pro-
ducing CAR (a cancer-recognising
device) proteins. This process

converts them into anticancer
immune cells known as "CAR-
macrophages."

Why Solid Tumours Are So
Hard to Treat

Solid tumours, including gas-
tric, lung, and liver cancers, form
dense structures that block
immune cells from entering or
functioning effectively because of
this physical and biological barri-
er, many existing immune cell
therapies struggle to work well
against these types of cancers.

CAR-macrophages have
emerged as a promising next-gen-
eration immunotherapy. Unlike
some immune cells, macrophages
can directly engulf and destroy
cancer cells. They also stimulate
nearby immune cells, helping to
amplify the body's overall anti-
cancer response.

Despite their potential, current
CAR-macrophage therapies rely
on extracting immune cells from a
patient's blood, growing them in
the lab, and genetically modifying
them before reinfusion. This
process is slow, expensive, and
difficult to scale, which limits its
practicality for many patients.

Reprogramming Immune Cells

Directly Inside the Body To bypass
these challenges, the KAIST team
focused on "tumour-associated
macrophages" that naturally
gather around tumours. The
researchers developed a method
to reprogram these cells directly
inside the body rather than modi-
fying them outside it.

Their approach uses lipid
nanoparticles -- engineered to be

easily taken up by macrophages -
- loaded with both mRNA that
carries cancer-recognition
instructions and an immune-acti-
vating compound.

As described by the
researchers, this method creates
CAR-macrophages by "directly
converting the body's own
macrophages into anticancer cell
therapies inside the body."

Strong Tumour Suppression in
Animal Studies

When the treatment was
injected into tumours,
macrophages quickly absorbed
the nanoparticles and began pro-
ducing proteins that identify can-
cer cells.

At the same time, immune sig-
nalling was activated. The result-
ing "enhanced CAR-
macrophages" showed much
stronger cancer-killing ability and
stimulated surrounding immune
cells, leading to a powerful anti-
cancer response.

In animal models of melanoma
(the most dangerous form of skin
cancer), tumour growth was sig-
nificantly reduced. The
researchers also found evidence
that the immune response could
extend beyond the treated
tumour, suggesting the potential
for broader, body-wide immune
protection.

A New Direction for Cancer
Immunotherapy

Professor Ji-Ho Park said,
"This study presents a new con-
cept of immune cell therapy that
generates anticancer immune
cells directly inside the patient's

New Delhi : Increasing taxes on fruit
juices, sugary drinks, and alcohol is
essential to curb the rising non-commu-
nicable diseases such as obesity, dia-
betes, heart disease, cancers, and
injuries, especially in children and young
adults, said the World Health
Organization (WHO). 

In two new global reports, the WHO
flagged concerns that sugary drinks and
alcoholic beverages are getting cheaper,
due to consistently low tax rates in most
countries.

While more than 100 countries tax
sugary drinks like sodas, other high-
sugar products, such as 100 per cent
fruit juices, sweetened milk drinks, and
ready-to-drink coffees and teas, escape
taxation. The median tax for these
accounts for only about 2 per cent of the
price of a common sugary soda.

Besides, only a few countries are
adjusting taxes for inflation, allowing the
health-harming products to become
steadily more affordable.

Being cheap for consumption, the
harmful products are generating billions
of dollars in profit. On the other hand,
health systems across the globe are fac-
ing mounting financial pressure from
preventable noncommunicable diseases
and injuries, the WHO said, while calling
on governments to significantly strength-
en taxes on sugary drinks and alcoholic
beverages. 

"Health taxes are one of the strongest
tools we have for promoting health and
preventing disease," said Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-

General. "By increasing taxes on prod-
ucts like tobacco, sugary drinks, and
alcohol, governments can reduce harm-
ful consumption and unlock funds for
vital health services," he added.

In a separate report, the WHO stated
that alcohol has become more affordable
or remained unchanged in price in most
countries since 2022, despite clear
health risks. At least 167 countries levy
taxes on alcoholic beverages, while 12
ban alcohol entirely. WHO found that
across regions, tax shares on alcohol
remain low, with global excise share
medians of 14 per cent for beer and 22.5
per cent for spirits. "More affordable
alcohol drives violence, injuries and dis-
ease," said Dr Etienne Krug, Director of
WHO's Department of Health
Determinants, Promotion and
Prevention. "While industry profits, the
public often carries the health conse-
quences and society the economic costs,"
Krug said.

MICHIGAN [US] : When most
people think of dementia, par-
ticularly Alzheimer's disease,
they often think of memory
loss first.

However, dementia alters a
person's behaviour, whether it
leads them to become agitated
or worried, melancholy, nerv-
ous, or apathetic, or even
changes their entire personal-
ity.

Over time, these behav-
ioural changes can cause as
much disruption in their life
as losing their capacity to
think and remember effective-
ly.

Now, a team of University
of Michigan researchers
reports new clues about what
might be happening in the
brains of people experiencing
even the earliest signs of
dementia-related behavior
changes.

Using two types of
advanced medical imaging to
study the brains of 128 people
in the early stages of demen-
tia, they show links between
one of the brain's most crucial
communication networks, a
protein called tau, and the
level of behavioral symptoms
a person has.

This goes beyond the role
of tau that scientists have
already known about in peo-
ple with more advanced
dementia: causing tangled
nerve fibers in brain regions
involved in thinking and mem-
ory. The new study suggests

that tau disrupts the integrity
of the brain's salience net-
work. This highway of con-
nections between specific
brain regions is key to our
ability to understand and
decide how to react to things
that are happening around us.
It also helps us process our
own thoughts and emotions.
The researchers showed that
the more a person's salience
network had been disrupted
in the presence of tau, the
more behavioral changes that
person would experience.
They report their findings in
Alzheimer's & Dementia: The
Journal of the Alzheimer's
Association.

While the one-time imag-
ing of these 128 research vol-
unteers can't show cause and
effect, the strong association
between tau, salience network
disruption and behavior
change is intriguing, the team
says.

They call for further study
of the potential connection in
other populations, and for
research to evaluate change
over time to explore what
might be going on within the
pathways of connected brain
cells that make up the
salience network, and explore
how it relates to tau buildup
and behavioral changes over
the course of years.

They also hope to test
whether they could slow
behavioral change in people
with early-stage dementia by

targeting the salience network
with mild electrical current or
magnetic fields applied from
outside the skull and guided
by precise imaging.

The researchers, from the
Research Program on
Cognition and
Neuromodulation Based
Interventions (RP-CNBI), are
led by Alexandru D. Iordan,
Ph.D. and program leader
Benjamin M. Hampstead,
Ph.D. Both are faculty in the
U-M Medical School's
Department of Psychiatry.

Iordan, a neuroscientist
who is lead author of the new
study, says, "What we see is
that the presence tau patholo-
gy relates to behavioral symp-
toms not in a direct relation-
ship, but rather through dys-
function of a specific network
in the brain -- the salience
network. The more affected
this network is, the more
severe the behavioral symp-
toms." He adds, "This is the
first study that links the bio-
marker status of an individual
with the dysfunction of this
network, and behavioral
symptoms, in people on the
Alzheimer's disease spec-
trum." The team used func-
tional magnetic resonance
imaging, or fMRI, to study
each volunteer's brain and
trace three different networks
that each connect far-flung
areas of the brain. They used
a measure called the network
segregation index.

Researchers find clues about
dementia's behavior changes

Injection turns sleeping tumour immune
cells into cancer fighters: Study

Increase taxes on fruit
juices, sugary drinks,
alcohol to reduce dia-

betes and cancers: WHO
"By increasing taxes on products

like tobacco, sugary drinks, and
alcohol, governments can reduce
harmful consumption and unlock
funds for vital health services," he
added. In a separate report, the
WHO stated that alcohol has
become more affordable or
remained unchanged in price in
most countries since 2022, despite
clear health risks. At least 167
countries levy taxes on alcoholic
beverages, while 12 ban alcohol
entirely.

RG Stone Urology & Laparoscopy
Hospital Kolkata Achieves Clinical

Milestone: Successful Modified
Radical Mastectomy for Breast

Cancer Patient

Extra 5 minutes of sleep, 2
minutes of brisk walking can
add 1 year to your life: Study



Kolkata, Thursday

15 January, 202607

MI News Service, New Delhi, 14 Jan.26 : In-
dian Railways is not merely a mode of trans-
port; it is the social, cultural, and economic
lifeline of India. Over time, Indian Railways
has continuously modernized itself—be it
through high-speed trains, advanced safety
systems, or enhanced passenger amenities.
In this same spirit, a new and unique initia-
tive has been launched that makes rail
travel even more memorable. The introduc-
tion of regional cuisines on Vande Bharat
trains is a step that not only enhances pas-
senger convenience but also pays tribute to
India’s rich cultural heritage.
A New Thought Centered on Passenger

Experience
Today’s traveler does not only wish to

reach the destination on time but also values
comfort, quality, and overall experience dur-
ing the journey. Keeping this in mind, Indian
Railways has decided to offer regional, tra-
ditional, and authentic meals on Vande
Bharat trains. Passengers can now enjoy the
distinctive flavors of different Indian states
while remaining comfortably seated. This
initiative reflects how Indian Railways is
moving beyond “just travel” toward an “ex-
periential journey.”
Indian Railways as a Symbol of Unity in

Diversity
India is a land of diversity—languages,

attire, traditions, and above all, food. Every
state and region has its own unique taste
and identity. The initiative to serve regional
dishes on Vande Bharat trains brings this di-
versity onto a single platform. Renowned
dishes from states such as Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat, Odisha, West Bengal, Kerala, Bihar,
and Jammu & Kashmir are now available
on these trains. While local passengers get
a taste of home, travelers from other regions
also get the opportunity to experience
India’s varied cultures.
West Bengal and Bihar: Flavors of Tra-

dition and Emotion
West Bengal cuisine is known for its dis-

tinct spices and slow-cooked dishes. On the
Rourkela–Howrah Vande Bharat Express,
passengers can relish Kosha Paneer, while
Aloo Potol Bhaja on the Howrah–Puri Vande
Bharat Express connects travelers with
Bengal’s traditional kitchen.

From Bihar, dishes like Champaran Pa-
neer (Patna–Ranchi) and Champaran
Chicken (Patna–Howrah) carry the aroma of
rural traditions and the essence of the soil.
These dishes reflect Bihar’s simplicity, fla-
vor, and cultural identity.
Traditional Flavors of Maharashtra and

South India
Maharashtrian cuisine is known for its

simplicity and nourishment. On the Nag-
pur–Secunderabad Vande Bharat Express,
passengers are served Kanda Poha, a sig-
nature Maharashtrian breakfast. Alongside
this, Andhra Pradesh specialties such as
Andhra Kodi Kura and Dondakaya Karam
Podi Fry highlight the bold flavors of South
Indian spices.

On the CSMT–Madgaon Vande Bharat
Express, Masala Upma offers travelers a

light, healthy, and delicious option.
Gujarat and Odisha: Taste in Simplicity
Gujarati cuisine is celebrated for its bal-

anced flavors. On the Mumbai Central–
Gandhinagar Vande Bharat Express, Methi
Thepla is served, while Masala Lauki is
available on the Sabarmati–Veraval Vande
Bharat Express. These dishes are not only
flavorful but also closely linked to local agri-
culture and traditions.

For travelers on the Howrah–Puri Vande
Bharat Express, Aloo Phoolgobi represents
Odisha’s home-style cooking—simple, bal-
anced, and comforting.
Kerala’s Rich Traditional Platter
Kerala cuisine is famous for its coconut-

based flavors, spices, and traditional cook-
ing methods. On the Kasaragod–
Thiruvananthapuram and Mangaluru–
Thiruvananthapuram Vande Bharat Ex-
press trains, passengers can enjoy a
complete Keralite experience. The meal in-
cludes white rice, Pachakakka Cherupayar
Mezhukku Peratti, Kadala Curry, Kerala
parotta, plain curd, Palada Payasam, and
Appam. This is not just food—it is a taste of
Kerala’s rich cultural heritage that makes
the journey special.
Dogri and Kashmiri Cuisine: A Special

Taste from the Mountains
The cuisine of Jammu & Kashmir is

known for its subtlety and uniqueness. Dogri
dishes such as Ambal Kaddu and Jammu
Chana Masala introduce passengers to the
traditional flavors of the Jammu region.
Meanwhile, Kashmiri specialties like
Tamatar Chaman and Kesar Phirni are
served on the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra–
Srinagar Vande Bharat route. These dishes
are not only delicious but also symbols of
Kashmir’s cultural legacy.
Boost to Local Economy and Employ-

ment
An important aspect of this initiative is

its positive impact on local producers, chefs,
and supply chains. Increased demand for
regional dishes encourages the use of local
ingredients and traditional cooking tech-
niques. This strengthens the spirit of “Vocal
for Local” and gives momentum to local
economies.
A Journey to Remember
The introduction of regional cuisine on

Vande Bharat trains shows that Indian Rail-
ways now understands passengers’ emo-
tions, cultures, and roots. Food is not just a
means to satisfy hunger; it is a carrier of
memories, traditions, and a sense of belong-
ing. When a traveler tastes a favorite dish
from their home state during the journey, it
brings them emotionally closer to home.

This initiative takes rail travel to a new
dimension. Vande Bharat is no longer just
a symbol of modern trains or high speed—
it has become a living example of unity in
diversity. With regional flavors on board,
a Vande Bharat journey is no longer
merely about reaching the destination, but
about experiencing India in a way that
stays in both the heart and on the palate
for a long time.

Indian Railways’ Unique Initiative: A Taste of
Regional Cuisines on Vande Bharat Trains

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: The United States has
designated Muslim Broth-
erhood organisations in
Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan
as “terrorist” groups, as
Washington intensifies its
crackdown on Israel’s ri-
vals across the world.

The decision on Tues-
day came weeks after Pres-
ident Donald Trump issued
an executive order direct-
ing his administration to
start the process of black-
listing the groups.

The US Department of
the Treasury labelled the
groups in Jordan and Egypt
as “specially designated
global terrorists”, and the
State Department black-
listed the Lebanese organi-
sation with a more serious
designation – “foreign ter-
rorist organization” (FTO).

The Trump administra-
tion cited alleged support
for the Palestinian group
Hamas and “activities
against Israeli interests in
the Middle East” as the
reason behind targeting the
Muslim Brotherhood..

Salah Abdel Haq, acting
general guide of the Egypt-
ian Muslim Brotherhood,
said the group “categori-
cally rejects this designa-
tion and will pursue all
legal avenues to challenge
this decision which harms
millions of Muslims world-
wide”. Abdel Haq sug-
gested on Tuesday that
pressure from Israel and
the United Arab Emirates
in Washington drove the

Trump administration’s de-
cision.

Washington’s designa-
tions make it illegal to pro-
vide material support to the
groups. They also impose
economic sanctions to
choke the groups’ revenue
streams. The FTO label car-
ries the added penalty of
banning the groups’ mem-
bers from entering the US.

Established in 1928 by
Egyptian Muslim scholar
Hassan al-Banna, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood has off-
shoots and branches across
the Middle East, including
political parties and social
organisations.

The group and its affili-
ates say they are commit-
ted to peaceful political
participation. The Muslim
Brotherhood chapter in
Lebanon, known as al-
Jamaa al-Islamiya, is rep-
resented in the Lebanese
Parliament.

But Amman banned the
organisation last year, ac-

cusing it of links to what
the Jordanian government
called a sabotage plot. The
Egyptian Muslim Brother-
hood won the country’s
only democratically held
presidential election in
2012. But President Mo-
hamed Morsi was over-
thrown a year later in a
military coup and died in
jail in 2019.

Cairo has outlawed the
Muslim Brotherhood and
launched a sweeping
crackdown against the
group’s leaders and mem-
bers since 2013, driving the
organisation underground
and into exile. On Tuesday,
Egypt’s Foreign Ministry
welcomed the US designa-
tion of the Egyptian branch
of the Muslim Brotherhood
as global “terrorists” and
called it a “pivotal step”.

Muslim Brotherhood-in-
spired organisations in the
Middle East have been vocal
critics of Israel’s genocidal
war in Gaza within their

countries. Al-Jamaa al-Is-
lamiya backed Hezbollah in
its “support front” in solidar-
ity with Gaza against Israel,
which culminated in an all-
out war in September 2024.

On Thursday, the group
stressed that it is a licensed
Lebanese political and so-
cial movement operating
openly under the law for
decades. It added that the
US designation “serves the
interests of the Israeli occu-
pation, which continues its
aggressions against our
country and people”.

In the US and other
countries in the West,
right-wing activists have
for years tried to demonise
Muslim immigrant commu-
nities and Israel’s critics
with accusations of links to
the Muslim Brotherhood.
Some of Trump’s hawkish
allies in Congress have
been calling for blacklisting
the group for years.

After Trump issued his
decree to designate the
Muslim Brotherhood’s
branches in Lebanon,
Egypt and Jordan as “ter-
rorist” organisations, the
Republican governors of
Texas and Florida moved to
crack down on the leading
Muslim civil rights group in
the US. Both states desig-
nated the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations
(CAIR) along with the Mus-
lim Brotherhood as “terror-
ist” groups. CAIR, which
denies links to the Muslim
Brotherhood, has sued
them in response.

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran’s top military com-
mander accused the United
States and Israel on Tues-
day of deploying members
of the ISIS (Daesh) terrorist
group inside the country to
carry out attacks against
civilians and security per-
sonnel.

Abdolrahim Mousavi,
chief of staff of Iran’s armed
forces, said the move came
in the wake of what he de-
scribed as Washington and
Tel Aviv’s failure in a recent
“12-day war” against Iran,
the semi-official Tasnim
News Agency reported.

Mousavi said the ISIS
members, whom he de-
scribed as “mercenaries,”
were sent into the country

to carry out violent attacks
that targeted both the Iran-
ian public and security
forces. “Iran will not toler-
ate any violation of its sov-
ereignty or territorial
integrity,” he said, adding
that security forces have
acted with restraint in han-
dling protests but would not
allow “terrorist elements”

to operate in the streets.
Neither the US nor Is-

rael issued an immediate
response to the accusations.
Iran has been rocked by
anti-government protests
since last month amid wors-
ening economic conditions
and a record depreciation of
the national currency, the
rial, which has fallen to

145,000 against the US dol-
lar, driving up prices of es-
sential goods.

Iranian officials have
accused the US and Israel of
backing what they describe
as “armed rioters” in the
country. There are no offi-
cial casualty figures, but the
Human Rights Activists
News Agency (HRANA), a
US-based rights group, esti-
mates that the death toll
has reached at least 646, in-
cluding both security forces
and protesters, with over
1,000 injured.

HRANA also reported
that at least 10,721 people
have been detained across
protests in 585 locations na-
tionwide, including 186
cities in all 31 provinces.

Iran accuses US, Israel of sending ISIS members to carry out attacksUS labels Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan as ‘terrorísts’

MI News Service,
Jerusalem: Israel has ad-
justed its air defense de-
ployment and raised its
alert level as it steps up
preparations for a possible
escalation with Iran, Is-
raeli media reported on
Tuesday.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's office
said the political-security
cabinet convened for a

previously scheduled
meeting to discuss devel-
opments related to Iran.

Israel's Army Radio re-
ported that the Israel De-
fense Forces (IDF) had
increased readiness for a
range of potential escala-
tion scenarios involving
Iran and placed several
military formations on
heightened alert.

Public broadcaster Kan

said changes had been
made to Israel's air de-
fense systems over the
past 24 hours, including
the deployment of the Iron
Dome interceptor system.
Citing officials, broadcast-
ers said Israel assesses
that Iran is unlikely to at-
tack Israel unless the
United States carries out a
large-scale strike on Iran-
ian territory.

Israel puts forces on higher alert amid fears of Iran escalation

MI News Service, Jerusalem:
Israeli forces killed six Pales-
tinians in the southern area of
the Gaza Strip, the Israeli mil-
itary said on Wednesday. Ac-
cording to a military
spokesperson, tanks were dis-
patched after troops spotted
six armed individuals in west-
ern Rafah on Tuesday. The
spokesperson said the mili-
tants had fired at a tank, trig-
gering an exchange of fire
that included airstrikes.

Israel's Army Radio re-
ported that two Israeli soldiers
sustained light injuries in the
fighting. Palestinian sources
in Gaza reported a series of
airstrikes west of Rafah in the
southern Gaza Strip, along-
side artillery shelling.

Israel has continued its
military operations in Gaza
despite a ceasefire that came
into effect in October 2025.
The more-than-two-year Is-
raeli offensive has put Gaza
into ruins and killed more
than 71,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to Gaza health au-
thorities.

MI News Service, United Na-
tions: The United Nations on
Monday, January 12, ex-
pressed concerns over the
worsening situation in Gaza
as the enclave faces storms
while being in a fragile condi-
tion. Spokesperson Stéphane
Dujarric issued a statement,
“To help address immense
shelter needs, during the
past week our partners deliv-
ered supplies to 28,000 fam-
ilies, including 1,600 tents,
16,000 tarpaulins and
27,000 blankets.”

Despite the aid, over 1
million people in Gaza still
need assistance as weather
conditions worsen. On Janu-
ary 9, a major storm de-
stroyed the makeshift tents.
According to UN News, infants
are the worst affected. One
baby died of hypothermia on
January 9, bringing the num-
ber of infant deaths to four.

Since the ceasefire agree-
ment between Israel and
Hamas, the UN has distrib-
uted over 310,000 winter
clothing sets for children and
more than 1,12,000 pairs of
shoes as part of winterisation
efforts. They have also in-
stalled 150 specialised tents
across Gaza to be used as
child-friendly and safe spaces.
Meanwhile, nutrition partners
screened more than 76,000
children last month, identify-
ing around 4,900 cases of
acute malnutrition, including
more than 820 cases of severe
acute malnutrition. This
brings the total number of
acute malnutrition cases iden-
tified in 2025 to nearly
95,000.

UN concerned
over worsening
situation due to
storm in Gaza

Israeli military says 6 Pales-

tinians killed in southern Gaza
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INDIA OPEN 2026: PV

SINDHU CRASHES

OUT AFTER LOSS TO

VIETNAM'S NGUYEN
NEW DELHI : India's ace
shuttler and two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu endured
a shock early exit at the India
Open 2026, suffering a three-
game defeat to Vietnam's T.L.
Nguyen in the Round of 32 at
the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium on Wednesday. 

Sindhu started the contest
on a positive note and showed
her experience in the opening
game, saving crucial points
and edging past Nguyen 22-
20 in a closely fought opener.
The Indian relied on her
strong defence and net play to
seal the first game despite
stiff resistance from the
Vietnamese shuttler.

However, Nguyen turned
the tables in the second game
with an aggressive approach.
She dominated the rallies, tar-
geted Sindhu's backcourt
effectively, and forced a series
of unforced errors from the
Indian to level the match with
a commanding 21-12 win.

The decider saw Nguyen
maintain her momentum as
Sindhu struggled to regain
control. The Vietnamese play-
er kept the pressure on with
sharp returns and consistent
attacking play, gradually
building a lead. Sindhu
attempted a comeback, but
Nguyen remained composed
and closed out the match 21-
15, sealing one of the biggest
upsets of the tournament.

The defeat marks an early
end to Sindhu's campaign at
her home tournament, while
Nguyen advanced with a con-
fidence-boosting victory.

This first-round defeat
marks a new low for the
Indian star. This is Sindhu's
earliest exit from the India
Open since 2023. In last
year's edition of the Super
750 tournament, she had
reached the quarter-finals on
home soil but failed to contin-
ue the momentum in the
semi-finals.

Sindhu had a strong start
to the 2026 season, reaching
the semifinals of the Super
1000 Kuala Lumpur event in
Malaysia. However, she lost to
world number two Wang Zhiyi
in a close encounter. Sindhu
went down 16-21, 15-21 to
the Chinese shuttler, missing
an opportunity to avenge her
loss to Wang, who had beaten
her in last year's Malaysia
Open final.

PC JHA 

RANCHI : Vedanta Kalinga Lancers
continued their impressive unbeaten
run in the Men's Hero Hockey India
League 2025-26, edging past
Hyderabad Toofans 1-0 to climb to
the top of the points table at the
Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh Astro
Turf Hockey Stadium on Wednesday.

The closely contested encounter
was decided by a solitary goal from
Alexander Hendrickx, whose suc-
cessful penalty-corner conversion in
the third quarter proved to be the dif-
ference between the two sides. The
win marked the Lancers' fourth suc-
cessive victory of the season, under-
lining their growing dominance in
the league.

The opening quarter saw both
teams engage in a cautious battle for
control, with little separating them in
terms of circle entries. Hyderabad
Toofans enjoyed marginally greater
possession, but it was the Lancers
who created the clearer scoring
opportunity. Liam Henderson came
close to breaking the deadlock, only
to be denied by Hyderabad goalkeep-
er Jean-Paul Danneberg, ensuring
the teams remained level at the first
break.

The tempo increased in the sec-
ond quarter as both sides pressed for-
ward with greater intent. Hyderabad
Toofans dominated possession and
registered a significantly higher
number of circle entries, putting the
Lancers' defence under sustained
pressure. However, the best chance
of the half again fell to Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers, with Henderson's

powerful strike crashing against the
post. Despite the attacking
exchanges, neither side managed to
find the net before halftime.

Hyderabad Toofans resumed the
second half with control over pro-
ceedings, dictating the pace and
probing for openings in the
Lancers' defence. Against the run
of play, Vedanta Kalinga Lancers

struck first when Alexander
Hendrickx converted a penalty cor-
ner in the 40th minute, registering
his fifth goal of the season and
handing his side a crucial lead.

Following the breakthrough, the
Lancers adopted a disciplined
approach, focusing on ball reten-
tion and defensive solidity through
the remainder of the third quarter.
Their structured backline effective-
ly absorbed pressure while limiting
Hyderabad's scoring opportunities.

In the final quarter, Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers showcased
resilience and tactical maturity,
defending deep while exploiting
counter-attacking chances. Despite
Hyderabad Toofans enjoying the
majority of possession, they failed
to register a single shot on target in
the final fifteen minutes. The
Lancers, meanwhile, created more
meaningful chances, earning addi-
tional penalty corners and control-
ling the closing stages of the match.

The narrow but decisive victory
propelled Vedanta Kalinga Lancers
to the top of the standings, rein-
forcing their credentials as strong
title contenders in the ongoing
Men's Hero Hockey India League
season.

Jordan Smith wins
inaugural 'One
Point Slam' ahead
of Australian Open
MELBOURNE : Amateur tennis player Jordan Smith
produced a fairytale run at Melbourne Park, stunning
reigning Australian Open champion Jannik Sinner and
a host of top professionals to clinch the inaugural '1
Point Slam' exhibition event, held four days ahead of
the start of the 2026 Australian Open. 

The unique mixed-gender exhibition, hosted inside
Rod Laver Arena, has a prize pool of AUD 1 million and
brings together leading professionals and amateurs in
a novel format where a single point decides matches.
With professionals limited to just one serve, the event
delivered high drama and unpredictable outcomes.

Despite the presence of some of the biggest names
in world tennis, including Carlos Alcaraz, Coco Gauff,
and Iga Swiatek, none of the established stars man-
aged to lift the trophy. Instead, it was Sydney native
Smith, who captured the spotlight, defeating five pro-
fessional players during his remarkable run to the title.

Smith's breakthrough moment came when he elim-
inated World No. 2 Jannik Sinner. The two-time
Australian Open champion's serve clipped the net,
allowing Smith to advance to the next round. He fol-
lowed it up with another composed performance to
knock out US Open finalist Amanda Anisimova before
edging past Spain's Pedro Martinez in a tense semifinal
rally.

In the final, Smith faced Chinese Taipei's Joanna
Garland, ranked 117 in the WTA standings. Garland
had enjoyed an impressive run herself, having earlier
beaten former Grand Slam finalists Alexander Zverev
and Nick Kyrgios, as well as Olympic silver medallist
Donna Vekic. However, the decisive point went Smith's
way after Garland's forehand sailed long following a
deep return from the baseline.

The victory was met with loud celebrations from the
crowd, as Smith was crowned the '1 Point Slam' cham-
pion and walked away with the lucrative prize.

The Australian Open draw ceremony is scheduled
for Thursday, with the main draw action set to begin on
Sunday at Melbourne Park. Jannik Sinner is one of the
favourites to win the men's singles title in the year's
first Grand Slam.

DUBAI : India batter Virat Kohli
regained the No. 1 position, dethron-
ing his teammate Rohit Sharma, who
slipped to the No. 3 spot in the latest
men's rankings, following India's
four-wicket victory over New Zealand
in the first ODI.

Kohli's score of 93 off 91 balls
helped the hosts complete the chase,
bringing him closer to India legend
Sachin Tendulkar and moving him
into second place on the all-time
men's international run-scoring list.
He has been in excellent form since
the 50-over series in Australia, scor-
ing 74 not out, 135, 102, 65 not out,
and 93 in his last five matches.

The 37-year-old batting stalwart
has returned to the top of the batting
charts for the first time since July
2021, after his performance helped
India chase down New Zealand's
300-run target in Vadodara.

Kohli first reached the top ranking
in October 2013, marking his 11th
stint at the top. To date, he has held
the position for a total of 825 days,
making it the 10th longest overall and
the longest for any Indian.

New Zealand all-rounder Daryl

Mitchell moved up in the ODI rank-
ings after scoring a powerful 84 off 71
in the first ODI, achieving his highest
rating with only one point behind
Kohli.

The Black Caps player has been in
impressive form, having held the No.1
spot, with three half-centuries in his
last five ODIs and a century against
the West Indies.

Mitchell's teammate Devon
Conway moved up three spots to
reach 29th position as he maintains
his run-scoring at the top.

In the ODI bowlers ranking

update, Mohammed Siraj's excellent
performance helped him ascend five
spots to reach 15th place, tying with
Bangladesh's Mehidy Hasan Miraz.

Pacer Kyle Jamieson also benefit-
ed after achieving his career-best
bowling performance, taking four
wickets against India. This perform-
ance moved him up 27 spots to share
the 69th position with India bowler
Arshdeep Singh.

Several Australian players
improved their positions in the latest
Test rankings after the conclusion of
the Ashes series, with Travis Head
climbing seven spots to reach third
place after becoming the top scorer in
the high-profile Test series against
England, where he scored 629 runs
with an average of 62.90, including
three centuries.

Other Test gainers include Jacob
Bethell, who advanced 25 spots to
share the 52nd position with Tom
Blundell, thanks to his impressive
maiden Test century in the final
Ashes Test, and Michael Neser, who
moved up seven spots to 47th follow-
ing a strong performance in Sydney.

Beau Webster experienced a rise

in rankings across all three depart-
ments following an outstanding all-
round performance in the Ashes
finale. His batting ranking improved
six places to 58th, his bowling rank-
ing jumped 29 places to 80th-along-
side Justin Greaves-and he climbed
22 places to 26th in the all-rounder
rankings, where Simon Harmer is
also listed.

Wanindu Hasaranga's perform-
ance in the series-drawing T20I
against Pakistan helped him move up
three spots to second place in the lat-
est T20I bowler rankings.

Pakistan pacer Salman Mirza also
made a leap, climbing 16 spots to
19th after taking three wickets in the
first T20I against Sri Lanka.
Meanwhile, Sahibzada Farhan's key
contributions with the bat elevated
him to fifth position, an increase of
one spot, and captain Salman Agha
advanced 13 spots to reach 41st.

In the all-rounders list, Saim Ayub
dropped one position, allowing
Zimbabwe's Sikandar Raza to
reclaim the top spot in the latest
rankings update.

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers Register Fourth
Straight Win to Go Top of Men's Hero HIL Table

NEW DELHI : Former champion
Kidambi Srikanth and the experi-
enced H.S. Prannoy turned the
tables on their younger oppo-
nents to advance to the men's
singles second round while 16-
year-old Tanvi Sharma displayed
her potential with a gutsy per-
formance against second seed
Wang Zhi Yi of China in the
women's singles first round at the
India Open 2026 in New Delhi on
Wednesday. 

The 32-year-old Srikanth
found his way back after an indif-
ferent opening game to defeat
compatriot Tharun M 15-21, 21-
6, 21-19 while 33-year-old
Prannoy defeated last edition
runners-up Lee Cheuk Yiu of
Hong Kong 22-20, 21-18 in the
men's singles opening round of
the BWF World Tour Super 750
event, being organised by the
Badminton Association of India,
at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium, Malvika Bansod was the
only other Indian to advance to
the second round on Wednesday
after the left-handed shuttler
defeated Pai Yu Po of Chinese

Taipei 21-18, 21-19 in the
women's singles first round.

World junior championships
silver medallist Tanvi Sharma
had her chances against second
seed Wang but could not convert
the game point in the opening
game and then ran out of steam
in the decider to go down 20-22,
21-18, 21-13 in an hour and nine
minutes.

SINDHU KNOCKED OUT
Former World Champion PV

Sindhu was also knocked out of
the competition after she went
down 20-22, 21-12, 21-15 against
Thuy Linh Nguyen of Vietnam in
an opening round clash in the
first session on Wednesday.

But the day belonged to
Prannoy and Srikanth, the two
experienced campaigners who
are looking to make a comeback
on the BWF World Tour after a
difficult 2025. Prannoy, who had
struggled with fitness for the
most part of 2025, had gotten an
entry in the India Open 2026
after the withdrawal of World No.
3 Anders Antonsen of Denmark
and made the most of his lucky

break to beat Lee.
The World No. 38 relied on his

quick smashes and ability to stay
in the rally long enough to frus-
trate the opponent as he saved
two game points in the opening
game and then packed enough
punch in his down the line
smashes to win in straight
games-setting up a second round
clash against former world cham-

pion and eighth seed Loh Kean
Yew of Singapore, who defeated
China's Wang Zheng Xing of
China 23-21, 19-21, 21-14.

"Winning a round always feels
nice, and especially getting to
play a Super 750 itself is some-
thing big for me. Today, when I
got on the court, the one thing I
was telling myself was that even
if it goes his way, I shouldn't be

really worried about it. I should
be enjoying what I'm doing, and I
think probably that helped really
a lot," Prannoy said after the
match.

Srikanth, who last played a
Super 750 event in Singapore in
May 2025, struggled with his
rhythm initially against Tharun,
losing the opening game. But he
dominated the second game to
force a decider, where his experi-
ence made the difference
between winning and losing.

The former World No. 1
trailed his younger compatriot for
most of the decider, and it felt
like curtains for his India Open
challenge as Tharun took a 19-17
lead. However, Srikanth con-
trolled the net brilliantly and
made his opponent work hard for
every point, forcing an error, to
clinch four straight points and the
match in 53 minutes.

"It was a tough game and
could have gone either way as
one or two points here, and there
would have made a big differ-
ence," said Srikanth, who will
now face BWF World Tour Finals

winner Christo Popov of France
in the second round.

Earlier, Tanvi showed why she
is touted to be the future star of
Indian badminton as she took the
fight to Wang in her first BWF
Super 750 event. The 16-year-
old, whose entry in the tourna-
ment was only confirmed on the
eve of the event, had a game
point against Wang in the open-
ing game but hit the down-the-
line smash wide to lose that
game.

She then used her late flicks
and neck deception to good effect
to bag the second game and force
a decider. However, the Indian
looked tired in the decider and
was unable to match the speed of
her opponent in long rallies, ulti-
mately losing.

Important results:
Men's singles: 2-Kunlavut

Vitidsarn (Tha) bt Koki Watanabe
(Jpn) 21-19, 23-25, 21-10; 5-
Christo Popov (Fra) bt Wang Tzu
Wei (Tpe) 13-21, 21-18, 21-19; K
Srikanth bt Tharun M 15-21, 21-
6, 21-19; 3-Jonatan Christie (Ina)
bt Jia Heng Jason Teh (Sin) 21-

16, 21-10; 8-Loh Kean Yew (Sin)
bt Wang Zheng Xing (Chn) 23-21,
19-21, 21-14; HS Prannoy bt Lee
Cheuk Yiu (HKG) 22-20, 21-18

Women's singles: 2-Wang Zhi
Yi (Chn) bt Tanvi Sharma 22-20,
18-21, 21-13; Thuy Linh Nguyen
(Vie) bt PV Sindhu 20-22, 21-12,
21-15; 1-AN Se Young (Kor) bt
Nozomi Okuhara (Jpn) 21-17, 21-
9; Malvika Bansod bt Pai Yu Po
(Tpe) 21-18, 21-19; 5-Han Yue
(Chn) bt Sung Shuo Yun (Tpe) 18-
21, 21-13, 21-17

Women's doubles: Nanako
Hara/Riko Kiyose (Jpn) bt
Rutuparna Panda/Swetaparna
Panda 21-8, 21-18; Ha Na
Baek/So Hee Lee (Kor) bt Gayatri
Rawat/Mansa Rawat 21-5, 21-8

Mixed Doubles: Pakkapol
Teeraratsakul/Sapsiree
Taerattanachai (Tha) bt Dhruv
Kapila/Tanisha Crasto 21-15, 21-
14; Marvin Seidel/Thuc Phuong
Nguyen (Ger) bt Rohan
Kapoor/Ruthvika Shivani Gadde
21-19, 21-14; Tyuichi Shimogami/
Sayaka Hobara (JPN) bt Ashith
Surya/Amrutha Pramuthesh 21-
15, 21-7

KOHLI DETHRONES ROHIT TO
RECLAIM TOP SPOT IN ODI RANKINGS

India Open 2026: Prannoy, Srikanth pack off youngsters
to reach Round 2; Malvika Bansod also advances 

2nd ODI: With unbeaten 131, Daryl Mitchell guides NZ to 6-wicket victory
Thanks to Daryl Mitchell's
unbeaten 131 off 117 balls, cou-
pled with Will Young's 87, New
Zealand defeated India by seven
wickets to level the three-match
ODI series 1-1. Mitchell and Young
put together a 162-run stand for
the third wicket, which came in
just 152 balls, which propelled
New Zealand towards the target
of 285. Thanks to Mitchell scoring
his eighth ODI century, New
Zealand managed to complete
their highest successful chase in
India in ODIs. The result means
that India's eight-match winning
streak against New Zealand in
ODIs ends.

Earlier,  Wicketkeeper-batter
KL Rahul struck a magnificent
unbeaten 112 off 92 balls as India
posted 284/7 in the second ODI
against New Zealand at the

Niranjan Shah Stadium in Rajkot
on Wednesday. 

As to bat first by New Zealand
skipper Michael Bracewell, India's
openers overcame a testing new-
ball spell from Kyle Jamieson to
reach 57 for no loss at the end of
the first Power-play. While Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli couldn't
do much, Shubman Gill kept the
scoreboard moving by raising a
47-ball half-century.

But Jamieson's dismissal of
Gill led to India slipping from 99/1
to 118/4 on a two-paced pitch.
Rahul and Ravindra Jadeja rebuilt
via a cautious 73-run stand for the
fifth wicket before the former
shifted gears to up the tempo and
register his eighth ODI hundred,
laced with 11 fours and a six. His
heroics ensured India posted a
competitive total at a venue where

all four previous ODIs have been
won by sides batting first.

New Zealand's decision to
bowl first paid early dividends as
Jamieson swung the new ball well
to deliver consecutive maidens

before Gill and Rohit hit 11
boundaries between themselves
in the first 12 overs. But Rohit fell
for 24 when he sliced a cross-
seam delivery from Kristian
Clarke to deep cover.

Gill looked more fluent than
his opening game knock in
Vadodara and reached his 18th
ODI fifty in 47 balls. But Jamieson
returned to remove him, as Gill
was unable to keep the pull down
and was caught by mid-on for 56.
It sparked a collapse that saw
India lose Shreyas Iyer (chipped to
mid-off) and Kohli (chopped on to
his stumps) off Clarke.

Rahul then steadied the
innings with his beautiful drives,
slices, and pulls, though he lost
out on support from Ravindra
Jadeja when Michael Bracewell's
sharp caught-and-bowled ended
his stay at 27.

With the pitch slowing down
and boundaries hard to come by,
Rahul farmed the strike and
accelerated after the second
drinks break - reaching his fifty

through a lucky edge off Jamieson
for four and even reverse-swept
Bracewell for another boundary.

Nitish Kumar Reddy added 20
before pulling to mid-wicket off
Zak Foulkes, while debutant spin-
ner Jayden Lennox claimed his
first international wicket by hav-
ing Harshit Rana hole out to long-
on. But Rahul continued to hit
boundaries at will and got his cen-
tury by thumping a full toss from
Jamieson over long-on for six,
before collecting two boundaries
from Foulkes lifted India past 280,
leaving New Zealand with a stiff
chase under lights.
BRIEF SCORES:

India 284/7 in 50 overs (KL
Rahul 112 not out, Shubman Gill
56; Kristian Clarke 3-56, Michael
Bracewell 1-34) against New
Zealand


