
Mamata Writes Fifth Letter to EC, Alleges Voter Harassment in SIR Process
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has written a fifth letter to the Election Commission of India (ECI), alleging widespread harassment of voters during
the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. In her latest communication addressed to Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar on Monday,
Banerjee accused the Commission of ignoring statutory corrections made over the past two decades and forcing voters to re-establish their identity without valid
grounds. In the letter, the chief minister claimed that documents submitted by voters during the SIR process were not being acknowledged properly. She alleged
that in several cases, no receipts or proof of submission were being issued, and later the same documents were marked as “Not Found” or “Unavailable in records”.
As a result, names of eligible voters were allegedly being deleted from the electoral rolls, causing serious distress and disenfranchisement.
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ED files second writ 

petition before Supreme 
Court over I-PAC raids

MI News Service, New Delhi
: The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Monday filed
a second writ petition be-
fore the Supreme Court
against the "wrongful re-
striction" of its officers dur-
ing raids at the I-PAC office
and its director's residence
in Kolkata last week. The
petition was filed by the Assis-
tant Directors at the Enforce-
ment Directorate -- Nishant
Kumar, Vikram Ahlawat, and
Prashant Chandila -- against
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Director
General of Police (DGP) Ra-
jeev Kumar, Kolkata Police
Commissioner Manoj Verma,
and Deputy Commissioner
Priyobtoto Roy.  The ED al-
leged "wrongful restraint"
while conducting search op-
erations in Kolkata on De-
cember 8, in the alleged coal
pilferage scam. 

"The search at the resi-
dence of Pratik Jain had
commenced at 06.20 AM,
and when the search was in
progress and the documents
had been taken into posses-
sion, the CM along with Com-
missioner of Police - Mr
Manoj Kumar Verma - ille-
gally and unauthorisedly
barged into the premises,
and after placing the con-
cerned officers conducting
the search in wrongful re-
straint, took away all the
documents and digital de-
vices, like laptop and mo-
biles, from the possession of
the officers who had taken
them for the purpose of
seizure and left the premises
with a trunk load of files,"the
probe agency has reportedly
writen in the petition. It fur-
ther said that they also took
the laptop of the ED officer
and returned it after two
hours. "The taking of the
laptop and keeping it in their

possession for two hours also
amounts to theft," the probe
agency said in its 160-page
petition.

"During the search pro-
ceedings around 12:40 pm,
the aforementioned state au-
thorities/police officers took
away the documents col-
lected and indexed by the ED
officers. Moreover, the
backup of the computer sys-
tem and email was also
stopped midway, and the
state security officers took
away the said computer sys-
tem. The storage device of
the security cameras in-
stalled in the premise was
also taken in possession by
the state security and police
officers. The state security
and police officers also took
away the mobile phones of
the employees of  Indian PAC
Consulting Private Limited
present at the premise. As a
result of the above events,
nothing was seized from the
premises and no data
backup could be taken by the 

uu Continued on page 3

The taking of the
laptop and keeping
it in their possession
for two hours also
amounts to theft
The probe agency said 
in its 160-page petition

PM Modi, German Chancellor Merz begin
talks, pay tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

‘’

MI News Service, Ahmedabad :
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
began their visit to Ahmedabad on
Monday morning at the Gandhi
Ashram, and after paying homage
to Mahatma Gandhi there, they
proceeded to the Sabarmati River-
front for the inauguration of the In-
ternational Kite Festival 2026
Chancellor Merz arrived here early
on Monday morning on a two-day
maiden official visit to India. Sabar-
mati Ashram, also known as
Gandhi Ashram, was established by
Mahatma Gandhi in 1917. It was
home to Gandhi from 1917 until
1930 and served as one of the main
centres of India's freedom struggle.
At the historic Gandhi Ashram on
the banks of the Sabarmati River in
Ahmedabad, both the dignitaries
paid floral tributes to the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi. Later Prime Min-
ister Modi  inaugurated the Inter-
national Kite Festival-2026 at

Sabarmati Riverfront and enjoyed
kite flying with German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz for some time.

At the kite festival, PM Modi
and Merz interacted with women

artisans and understood the
process of making kites. After the
inauguration, both the leaders took
a ride on the ground in an open ve-
hicle and even tried their hands at

flying kites As many as 135 kitists
from 50 countries and nearly 1,000
kite enthusiasts from India are par-
ticipating in the International Kite
Festival-2026 in Ahmedabad, ac-
cording to a Gujarat government
release.

As part of the festival, the kitists
have already visited places like Ra-
jkot, Surat, Dholavira (in Kutch)
and Statue of Unity (Narmada) dur-
ing the last two days and enthralled 

uu Continued on page 3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
visit Sabarmati Ashram during the German leader's maiden India trip,
in Ahmedabad.

Their discussion will also focus on fur-
ther intensifying cooperation in trade
and investment, technology, education,
skilling and mobility, while also advanc-
ing collaboration in important domains
of defence and security, science, innova-
tion and research, green and sustainable
development, and people-to-people ties

a statement from the Prime Minister's Office

‘’

ISRO's PSLV-C62
rocket deviates
from flight path,
misses orbit
MI Nrews Service, Sri-
harikota : ISRO's PSLV-C62
rocket carrying 16 satel-
lites, including a foreign
Earth Observation satellite,
"encountered an anom-
aly", the space agency said
on Monday, signalling the
possible failure of the mis-
sion. Disturbances in the
rocket and later deviation
from flight path was ob-
served when strap-on mo-
tors were providing thrust

during the flight's third
stage to propel the vehicle
to the intended altitude,
space agency chairman V
Narayanan said adding a
detailed analysis has been
initiated to identify the
cause. The mission of
placing the satellites in
the intended orbit could
not be achieved and all the
16 satellites were lost in 

uu Continued on page 3

it is a setback as the
satellites did not reach
the intended orbit at
512 kn in space and
all satellites lost in
space may be drift-
ing as space debris

‘’

A former top 
ISRO scientist 

Mamata pays 
homage to Swami
Vivekananda on his
Birth Anniversary

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Monday paid homage to
Swami Vivekananda on
his Birth Anniversary,
being celebrated as the
National Youth Day, saying
“Swamiji believed that the
youth are the architects of
a nation’s destiny.” Ex-
tending her “warmest
greetings to the patriotic
young men and women of
our country” on the occa-
sion, the Chief minister  in
a message though her X
handle said today  “On the
occasion of the National
Youth Day, which is cele-
brated on the birth an-
niversary of Swami
Vivekananda, I extend my
warmest greetings to the 

uu Continued on page 3

‘No country more essential than India’
US ambassador-designate Sergio Gor

MI News Service, New Delhi
: No country is as essential as
India for Washington and
both sides are actively en-
gaged in firming up a trade
deal, US ambassador-desig-
nate Sergio Gor said on Mon-
day. Real friends can
disagree, but always resolve
their differences in the end,
he said in his arrival speech
while referring to the friend-
ship between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

"India is the world's
largest nation. So it's not an
easy task to get this across
the finish line, but we are de-
termined to get there," he
said at a ceremony attended
by US embassy employees
here. “No other nation is as
essential to the United States
as India’, said Gor while an-
nouncing that Washington
and New Delhi are set to
restart their next round of
trade deal talks from tomor-
row itself on Tuesday.

Gor, who is also the Spe-
cial Envoy to South and Cen-
tral Asia at the US Embassy,
said that US President Don-
ald Trump may visit India by
next year. "The United States
and India are bound, not just
by shared interests but by a
relationship anchored at the
highest levels. Real friends
can disagree but always re-
solve their differences in the
end," he said in his arrival
speech. He noted that while
trade is very important for

New Delhi and Washington's
relationship, both nations
also continue to work closely
together on other very im-
portant areas such as secu-
rity, counter-terrorism,
energy, technology, educa-
tion, and health. "I have
travelled all over the world
with President Trump, and I
can attest that his friendship
with Prime Minister Modi is
real," Gor stressed. The US
ambassador-designate said
the purpose of his appoint-
ment is to take the partner-
ship between our two

nations to the next level be-
fore  Trump visits India by
next year.

"This is the intersection
between the world's oldest
democracy and the world's
largest democracy. During
my last dinner with him,
President Trump recounted
his last visit to India and also
his great friendship with the
great Prime Minister of
India. I hope the President
will be visiting us soon, hope-
fully in the next year or two.
President Trump has a habit
of calling at 2 am in the
morning, and with the time
difference in New Delhi, it
might work out pretty well,"
he added.

Gor emphasised the im-
portance of the strategic re-
lationship with India and
said he intends to pursue an
ambitious agenda. "No part-
ner is more essential than 

uu Continued on page 3

Newly appointed United States Ambassador to India Ser-
gio Gor, center, greets officials upon his arrival at the US
Embassy, in New Delhi.

India is the world's
largest nation. So it's
not an easy task to get
this across the finish
line, but we are deter-
mined to get there

‘’
Sergio Gor US 

ambassador-designate  

Ex-VP Dhankhar admitted
to AIIMS after two bouts
of unconsciousness
MI News Service, New Delhi
: Former Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar was ad-
mitted to the All-India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) here on Monday
after he fell unconscious
twice on January 10, offi-
cials said. Dhankhar, 74,
will undergo an MRI, the of-
ficials said. On January 10,
he had "two bouts of uncon-
sciousness" when he went
to the washroom, they said.
“Today, he had gone to
AIIMS for a checkup when
the doctors insisted that he 

uu Continued on page 3

Hundreds of pilgrims from across the country were seen heading towards Gangasagar in a crowded vessel on the Muriganga river on Monday.
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MI News Service, North 24 
Pgs:   Two persons caught by 
Special Task Force of West Ben-
gal with huge consignment of 
contraband Cannabis on Kaly-
ani Expressway on Saturday.  
Police case under NDPS Act 1985 
has been started at STF Head-
quarters Police Station.

A truck was intercepted on 
Barrackpore-Kalyani Express-
way by a team of STF WB. It 
was coming from Odisha. After 
searching the vehicle a total of 
243.600 Kgs of Cannabis has 
been recovered and seized. The 
same was kept hidden under 
huge number of cement laden 
sacks in the truck.

Two persons have been arrest-
ed, namely:-(i) Golam Murselim @ 
Bijan Sarkar, (41 years) of P.S-Is-
lampur, Dist.-Murshidabad & 
(ii) Swapan Das (53) of PS- Raha-
ra, North 24 Parganas.

Both the arrested accused 
persons and seized alamat were 
produced yesterday (10.01.26) 
before Ld. ACJM, Bidhannagar 
and remanded in Police Custody 
for 10 days for further investiga-
tion.	

The value of the seized con-
traband in the Grey market is 
more than Fifity lakh in Indian 
rupees.

MI News Service,  
 Kharagpur:    A sudden fire 
broke out in a grocery shop 
in Harina area of Block No. 
2, Kharagpur of West Medini-
pur district. Due to the fire, a 
shopkeeper who was sleeping 
inside the shop died of burn 
injuries. According to the in-
formation received from local 
police sources, the name of the 
deceased is Abhijeet Mandal 
(22 years). It is known that 
Abhijeet has a grocery shop 
a few hundred meters away 
from the house. Abhijeet used 
to run the shop. A few years 
ago the shop was robbed twice 
in a row. After that, Abhijeet 
used to sleep in the shop at 
night. The people of the area 
were the first to see the shop 
in the grip of fire. Information 
about the incident was given 
to Abhijeet's family members. 
With the help of local people, 
the family members controlled 
the fire in the shop, took Abhi-
jeet out of the shop in a burnt 
state and took him to the hos-
pital. The doctor declared 
him dead. Information about 
the incident was given to the 
police. Police sent the body 
for post-mortem. Till now the 
cause of fire in the shop could 
not be known. Police is investi-
gating the incident.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
On the occasion of the 164th 
birth anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda, an unveiling 
ceremony of a bust statue of 

Swami Vivekananda was held 
at the premises of Vivekananda 
Sporting Club (16 Feet), near 
Behala Shakuntala Park, un-
der Ward No. 128 of the Kol-

kata Municipal Corporation. 
The inaugural programme was 
graced by Revered Swami Sur-
ottomanandaji Maharaj of Bar-
isha Ramakrishna Math and 
local municipal representative 
Partha Sarkar. The installation 
of the statue was made possible 
through the initiative of Baidy-
anath Chatterjee, for which the 
club extended its heartfelt grat-
itude through convener Dilip 
Dutta and Pankaj Sarkar.

In an interview, Councillor 
Partha Sarkar praised the local 
residents and members of the 
club for their dedicated efforts 
and assured them of his con-
tinued support in the future. 
The event, as observed and 
reported on the spot by senior 
journalist Tapas Roy, witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from 
local residents and club mem-
bers alike.

MI News Service,  Hooghly:  
On the occasion of the birth an-
niversary of Swami Vivekanan-
da, the Chandannagar Police 
Commissionerate organised 
two major events at the East 
Ground in Chinsura.

The day began with ‘Run for 
Health 2026’, a fitness aware-
ness run conducted in two cat-

egories—5 kilometres and 10 
kilometres. A large number of 
participants took part in the 
race, highlighting the impor-
tance of physical fitness and 
healthy living.

Later in the afternoon, the 
final match of the Commis-
sioner Cup 2025–26 Football 
Tournament was held at 3 pm. 

The match was formally inau-
gurated with the playing of the 
national anthem.

Police Commissioner Amit 
P. Javalgi, along with several 
senior police officers and other 
distinguished guests, was pres-
ent at the venue. The dignitar-
ies interacted with the players, 
shook hands with them on the 
field, and encouraged them 
ahead of the final clash.

At the prize distribution cer-
emony, the winning football 
team was awarded ₹50,000, 
while the runners-up team re-
ceived ₹25,000, along with sev-
eral other important prizes.

The events were organised 
to promote sportsmanship, 
physical fitness and community 
engagement reflecting the ide-
als of Swami Vivekananda.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
West Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
condoled the passing away 
of Marxist and co-founder of 
Party of Democratic Social-
ism (PDS) Samir Putatundu in 
a private hospital in the city 
on Sunday night.

Putatundu, who broke 
away from then ruling CPI(M) 
along with party comrade 
Saifuddin Chowdhury and 
founded PDS in 2001, died 
around 11 15 PM after pro-
longed illness. Admitted a 
week ago in the hospital on 
EM Bypass following cardi-
ac complications, Putatundu 
was 74. 

Condoling the death of the 
Marxist, state chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee said she 
had very fond memories with 
Putatundu and other PDS 
comrades during the move-
ment of Singur and Nandi-
gram against the illegal land 
acquisition of the poor farm-
ers.

" I  am very sad by the de-
mise of one of the powerful 
left leaders and his death as 
if I have lost someone very 
dear and near to me" Baner-
jee said on her X handle.

" I have many fond mem-

ories of interacting with him 
and other PDS comrades 
when we together fought 
against the land acquisition 
at Singur and Nandigram, 

A prominent figure in the 
Left movement and was an 
influential CPI(M) leader," 
Banerjee said.

There were no words to 
console Anuradha and the 
others, "yet I am always by 
their side," she said.

Putatundu was an influen-
tial leader of the Left move-
ment and was chief of the 
CPI(M) of South 24 Parga-
nas, but his departure from 
the ruling in 2001 over the 
ideological differences also 
doomed his political impor-
tance rapidly.

Putatundu, along with 
CPI(M) leader Saifuddin 
Chowdhury, founded the PDS 
but the new outfit could not 
make success at all in the 
electoral battle   and evap-
orated with the passing of 
time.

MI News Service, Howrah:  Howrah city police on Sunday night ar-
rested three alleged members of the notorious Lawrence Bishnoi gang 
from the premises of Howrah, triggering a major breakthrough in a 
high-profile inter-state criminal case. The arrested accused have been 
identified as Karan Pathak, Tarandeep Sigh and Akashdeep Singh, all 
residents of Punjab.

According to senior police sources, the trio is suspected to be directly 
involved in the murder of a kabaddi player in Punjab last month. Fol-
lowing the killing on December 15, the accused had reportedly gone 
underground, prompting an intensive manhunt by the Punjab Police’s 
Special Task Force (STF). Investigators revealed that after the murder, 
the three accused fled Punjab and travelled to Kolkata via Gangtok in an 
apparent attempt to evade arrest. They are believed to have been hiding 
in and around the city for several days. Acting on specific intelligence 
inputs, police learned that the suspects were attempting to flee Kolk-
ata by train from Howrah station late on Sunday night. Upon receiving 
the tip-off, the Punjab STF alerted the Golabari police station under 
Howrah City Police. A joint operation was immediately launched, and 
the station premises were placed under heightened surveillance. The 
suspects were identified and apprehended before they could escape.

Suman Ganguly, Gangasagar:   
Around 45 lakh pilgrims have visit-
ed Gangasagar in South 24-Parga-
nas since January 1 this year to take 
the holy dip at the confluence of the 
Ganga and the Bay of Bengal and 
offer prayers at the Kapil Muni Ash-
ram, said State Minister for Power 
and Housing Aroop Biswas on Mon-
day.

Addressing a press conference 
at Sagar Island, the minister noted 
that pilgrim turnout is expected to 
rise further in the coming days, par-
ticularly around Makar Sankranti. 
He added that two pilgrims, one 
each from Uttar Pradesh and Hary-
ana, were airlifted to Kolkata after 
falling seriously ill.

To ensure safety and smooth 
movement, an elaborate securi-
ty and crowd-management plan 
has been implemented. More than 
15,000 police personnel are de-

ployed across the mela area. Securi-
ty arrangements include 54 watch-
towers, seven advance teams, 15 
anti-crime patrolling teams, 14 foot 
patrolling teams, 13 missing person 
squads, two sniffer dogs, 16 river 
patrolling teams, and 28 coordina-
tion teams working round the clock.

For effective crowd control at the 
bathing ghats, 698 drop gates have 
been installed. Additionally, 54 km 
of barricades, 42 police assistance 
centres, special directional signage, 
and colour-coded lighting systems 
have been set up. Of the 84 pilgrims 
reported missing, 80 have been re-
united with their families.

A major attraction this year is the 
“Banglar Mandir” theme, offering 
replicas of iconic religious sites, in-
cluding Digha’s Jagannath Temple, 
Kalighat, Dakshineswar, Tarapith, 
Mahakal Temple, Cooch Behar’s 
Madan Mohan Temple, Belur Math, 

and a miniature Durga Angan.
Transport arrangements have 

been significantly scaled up. 21 
jetties are ferrying pilgrims, with 
around 3,600 buses from Babug-
hat to Lot No. 8, 300 buses from 
Kachuberia to Sagar, along with 13 
barges, 45 vessels, and 120 launch-
es. However, diversion of buses has 
led to concerns over reduced public 
transport in Kolkata and adjoining 
areas. Emergency measures include 
deploying idle buses and additional 
services on key routes, with private 
operators urged to bring non-oper-
ational vehicles back.

Additional infrastructure and 
special train services will remain 
operational until January 16, 2026, 
covering the peak rush period, 
transforming Sagar Island into a vi-
brant confluence of cultures, faiths, 
and regions from across the coun-
try.

Nurul Islam Khan  
Football, the greatest game of 
the Bengalis, has a glorious 
tradition that has been flow-
ing since time immemorial. 
Evidence of this can be found 
in the vast areas of Bengal. 
On Saturday, Polerhat Palli 
Sangha followed this path. On 
this day, a day-night football 
tournament was organized 
by the club. The football field, 
the home ground of the Palli 
Sangha club, was overflowing 
with spectators. Countless foot-
ball lovers thoroughly enjoyed 
this beloved game. A total of 
eight teams participated in the 
tournament. Ultimately, Gazi-
pur Young Star Club emerged 
victorious and became the 
champion. Garagari Kazi Naz-

rul Sangha secured the second 
position in the final. To encour-
age the players, former popu-
lar Indian football team player 
Nasir Ahmed, Kolkata Police 
DC DD Nurul Absar, DC Gau-
tam Kumar Das, Professor Dr. 
Abu Farah Haque, renowned 

elocutionist Ranu Guha, Chair-
man of Polerhat Palli Sangha 
Firoz Hossain and others were 
present at the field. The event 
was managed by the club's sec-
retary Kazi Abdul Momin, and 
the commentary was provided 
by Professor Shajahan Biswas.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
We have a new year gift for all 
type 1 and type 2 diabetic pa-
tients who are on insulin ther-
apy. And it is inhaled insulin 
which can be a replacement 
of conventional injectable in-
sulins. A long wait is over and 
it is a immense good news for 
Diabetic patients.

Many of our Diabetic patients 
are afraid of pushing insulin in-
jections themselves because of 
pain due to injections, though 
modern insulin pen are very 
much easy to handle and having 
less painful due to thin needle. 
So, initiation of insulin is de-
layed, as a result diabetes re-
mains uncontrolled. So numbers 
of diabetes related complica-

tions are on the rise notably eye 
problem, kidney problem, nerve 
problem, heart problems etc.

Hope inhaled insulin using 
same technique as inhaler used 
for Asthma or chronic bronchi-

tis will solve this problem and 
many diabetes patients will 
start it according to guidance 
by their diabetologists, so that 
Diabetes can be controlled eas-
ily and diabetesrelatedcompli-

cations can be avoided.
There are two types of in-

sulin- one is basal insulin or 
long acting insulin which is 
pushed at bedtime to control 
fasting blood sugar, another is 
prandial insulin pushed before 
meal to control post meal blood 
sugar rise. Inhaled insulin is a 
replacement of prandial insulin 
but not basal insulin. It is very 
easy to use for patients also. 
Only downside of this inhaled 
insulin is that it may not work 
in patients having asthma, 
chronic bronchitis, smokers 
and any chronic disease involv-
ing lung because absorption 
of insulin will be erratic and 
patients may not get desired 
blood glucose control.

MI News Service,  
Hooghly:  On the occasion of 
Swami Vivekananda’s 164th 
birth anniversary, a grand 
procession was organized by 
the Champdani City Trinamool 
Congress from Champdani 
Manjushri to Palta Ghat More.

The procession was led 
by Champdani Municipali-
ty Chairman Suresh Mish-
ra and MLA Arindam Guin, 
accompanied by Vice Chair-
man Vinay Kumar, Shiram-
pur Hooghly Youth Trina-
mool President Priyanka 
Adhikari, councillors, Youth 
leader Rahul Roy, and hun-
dreds of Trinamool Congress 
workers and supporters. The 
life and teachings of Swami 
Vivekananda were highlight-
ed throughout the event.

Swami Vivekananda, born 
Narendranath Dutt on Jan-

uary 12, 1863, in Kolkata, 
was the son of Vishwanath 
Dutt, a renowned lawyer 
of the Calcutta High Court, 
and grandson of a scholar of 
Sanskrit and Persian. From 
a young age, he was pas-
sionate about reading and 
writing. At 25, he left home 
to become a sadhu, dedicat-
ing his life to philosophy, reli 

gion, history, social sciences, 
art, and literature. He had a 
deep interest in the Vedas, 
Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, 
Puranas, and other Hindu 
scriptures.

Swami Vivekananda fa-
mously said, “In any society, 
the conscious class of soci-
ety, the writers or literati, 

are the torchbearers and 
teachers of society. School 
education ends, but learn-
ing continues throughout 
life. Books and writers play 
a crucial role in this. In our 
country, writing and com-
position have continuously 
flourished with Indianism 
and nationalism.”

He also emphasized that 
education should focus on 
building human charac-
ter, not merely imparting 
knowledge. According to 
Swamiji, the purpose of all 
education is the expression 
of the inherent perfection 
of man, though he criticized 
the British education system 
for promoting only exter-
nal knowledge and Western 
influences, neglecting the 
holistic development of chil-
dren.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:  On the initiative of 
the Akhil Bharatiya Goswami 
Sabha, West Bengal, Kolkata, 
a grand and well-organized 
Gangasagar Pilgrims’ Service 
Camp.has been set up to facil-
itate devotees traveling to Gan-
gasagar.

Giving life to the sacred say-
ing — “Sab Tirtha Baar-Baar, 
Gangasagar Ek Baar” (“All pil-
grimages again and again, but 
Gangasagar once”), and with 
the boundless grace of God and 
the collective support of soci-
ety, this service camp has been 
established within the Kolkata 
Railway Station area.

The service camp was for-
mally inaugurated by the re-
vered Shri Tribhuvan Puri Ji 
Maharaj.

Under his guidance, protection, 
and blessings, this service camp 
has been continuously, systemat-
ically, and successfully operating 

for the past thirteen years.The 
camp will run for a full one week, 
concluding on 16 January.

Through this camp, Gan-
gasagar pilgrims are being 
provided with free tea, refresh-
ments, meals, and dignified ac-
commodation.

In addition, for unwell trav-
elers, medicines, first aid, am-
bulance services, and other 
essential medical facilities are 
being made available with full 
preparedness.

Furthermore, starting this 

year, special arrangements 
have also been ensured for pil-
grims’ accommodation at Gan-
gasagar itself at Om Bhavan, 
Gangasagar.

The entire responsibility 
of this service initiative is be-
ing carried out under the able 
guidance of the organization’s 
founder Shri Dharmanath Ji 
Bharti, revered in society as 
“Bhishma Pitamah”, along with 
his close associate Chittaranjan 
Giri. Under their leadership, all 
members of the organization are 

devotedly engaged— with body, 
mind, and resources— to making 
this service mission a success.

Office-bearers of the organi-
zation stated that the primary 
objective of this service camp 
is to make the Gangasagar pil-
grimage safe, smooth, and con-
venient for devotees.

Thousands of pilgrims are 
benefiting from these services 
and are expressing high ap-
preciation for this selfless and 
humanitarian initiative of the 
organization. On this occasion, 
the esteemed members of Akh-
il Bharatiya Goswami Sabha 
(West Bengal)—

Shri Surendra Giri, Shri 
Akhilesh Bharti Ji, Santosh Gir, 
Raj Kumar Giri, Shashi Giri, 
Jalandhar Giri, Nitendra Giri 
Ji, Sachin Giri, Shri Ganesh 
Giri, Shri Kanhaiya Giri, Shri 
Ashok Bharti , and many other 
distinguished dignitaries were 
present.

Nurul Islam Khan  
Bangla Paksha held a massive rally in 
Dharmatala, Kolkata, ahead of the 2026 
assembly elections. Thousands of Bengalis 
came from various districts. On Sunday, 
the streets of Kolkata reverberated with 
the slogan "Joy Bangla".  Great enthusiasm 
was seen surrounding this grand rally. In 
BJP-ruled states, Bengali migrant workers 
are constantly being beaten and killed on 
a daily basis, suspected of being Bangla-
deshis. There are plans to snatch away 
their voting rights under the pretext of SIR 
(Special Intensive Revision ). On the other 
hand, in this Bengal, outsiders have estab-
lished their dominance over jobs, markets 
and capital. This grand rally was held to 
protest against this. It was stated that even 
though the organization will not contest 
the elections, the issues of Bengali rights 
will be fought for in the elections.

Beyond Hindu-Muslim, Gita-Quran, tem-
ple-mosque politics, the rally addressed 
multiple demands including jobs for Ben-
galis, work for Bengalis, and security for 
Bengali migrant workers. A call was given 
to build Bengal. The meeting highlighted 

the fact that there is no Bengali regiment in 
the Indian Army, despite the blood of Ben-
galis was shed for independence India. A 
demand was made for 90% reservation for 
sons of the soil in jobs, work and tenders.

Why are two crore outsiders plundering 
and exploiting Bengal? The question was 
raised. A message was given to the politi-
cal parties that appeasement of Hindi and 
Urdu will not be tolerated here. A warning 
was issued that no Bengali's name should 
be excluded through SIR. Unconditional 
citizenship for refugees was also demand-
ed. The issue of canceling the voter cards 
of individuals who have voter cards in two 

states was also raised. The discussion also 
included the demand for a Bengali MLA from 
Jamuria, the birthplace of Rabindranath 
Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam. If an outsid-
er MLA contests, Bangla Paksha will protest 
against them.

General Secretary Professor Garg Chat-
terjee said,"Even if Bangla Paksha is not 
contesting the elections, Bangla Paksha will 
play a decisive role in the Bengal assembly 
elections. The fight for the interests of Ben-
galis and the fight to secure jobs for Bengali 
migrant workers in Bengal will continue." He 
raised the twin demands for reservation for 
the sons of the soil.

Organizational Secretary Kaushik Maiti 
said, "Despite its financial limitations, Bang-
la Paksha held such a large rally." He stated 
that making the Bengali language mandatory 
is essential to ensure jobs, employment, and 
business opportunities for Bengalis. In their 
speeches at the rally, two female speakers, 
members Karabi Roy and Priti Mitra, high-
lighted the issue of women's safety. Besides 
Bengalis, representatives from indigenous 
communities such as the Rajbanshi, Lepcha, 
Santal, and Rabha were also present .

Bengal

Cannabis seized

Fire bursts in a 
shop, claims life of a 
sleeping shopkeeper

Large number of pilgrims made their way towards Gangasagar in South 24 Parganas on Monday.

Ashok Kumar Chakraborty, alias Mana Chakraborty, a senior leader of the 
All India Trinamool Congress in North Kolkata, expressed his views on the 
occasion of Swami Vivekananda’s 163rd birth anniversary. Social workers 
Khawaja Khairuddin alias Laddu, Mohammad Nizamuddin alias Raju, 
Manoj Karmakar, Sheikh Noor Hussain alias Rocky, Mohammad Rashid, 
and Mohammad Junaid were also present.

Vivekananda Sporting Club Salutes Monk of the Ages

Polerhat Palli Sangha's Football Match

Chandannagar Police Commissionerate Organises 
Commissioner Cup Football Final and ‘Run for Health 2026’

Gangasagar Sees 45 Lakh Pilgrims; 
Tight Security, Transport in Place

New insulin introduced to reduce diabatic patients' sufferings

A Confluence of Service and Devotion for Gangasagar 
Pilgrims at Near Kolkata Railway Station

Ahead of the upcoming assembly elections, Bangla Paksha 
held a massive rally for the rights of Bengalis

Grand Procession Held to Mark 
Swami Vivekananda’s 164th  Birth Anniversary

Mamata saddens by the 
demise of Marxist and PDS 
co-founder founder Samir 

Putatundu at aged 74

Three Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang members arrested
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ED files second writ petition before 
Supreme Court over I-PAC raids

PM Modi, German Chancellor Merz begin
talks, pay tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

ISRO's PSLV-C62 rocket deviates
from flight path, misses orbit

Mamata pays 
homage to Swami
Vivekananda on his
Birth Anniversary

‘No country more es-
sential than India’ US
ambassador-desig-
nate Sergio Gor

Ex-VP Dhankhar admitted
to AIIMS after two bouts
of unconsciousness

From PG 1
team of the Directorate of
Enforcement," it added.  The
State Police have filed four
cases against the ED on the
day of the high-voltage face-
off during the search opera-
tions in Kolkata. The ED has
also appealed to the
Supreme Court to stay these
cases against its officials. The
ED raided 10 premises -- six
in West Bengal and four in
Delhi -- as part of a 2020
case registered by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against a coal-smug-
gling syndicate led by Anup

Majhi, alias "Lala", who al-
legedly stole and illegally ex-
cavated coal from the
Eastern Coalfield leasehold
areas in and around Asansol
in Paschim Bardhaman dis-
trict. A hawala operator
linked to coal smuggling al-
legedly facilitated transac-
tions of tens of crores of
rupees to the Indian PAC
Consulting Private Limited,
the registered company of
political consultancy firm I-
PAC, the probe agency has
said. The I-PAC is also one of
the entities linked to hawala
money, the ED has alleged.
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should get admitted for
tests,” an official said.
Dhankhar had blacked out
on multiple occasions in the
past, including in the Rann
of Kutch, Uttarakhand, Ker-
ala and the national capital
while attending public
events as the Vice President.
Dhankhar,  also a former
Governor of West Bengal,
had quit as the Vice Presi-
dent on July 21 citing health
grounds.
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the visitors, it said, adding that the festival in Ahmedabad
will continue till January 14. Last year, the festival at-
tracted more than 3.83 lakh visitors across Gujarat.
Through the 'International Kite Festival', Gujarat Tourism
is attracting visitors to leading cultural and tourist desti-
nations, such as Dholavira and the Statue of Unity.More
than five lakh tourists are expected to visit Gujarat to wit-
ness the International Kite Festival this year, the release
added. Following the arrival of Chancellor Friedrich Merz
directly to Ahmedabad from Berlin on his first visit not only
to India but to Asia after taking over as the German Chan-
cellor last year , both he and Prime minister Modi are set
to discuss ways to further boosting bilateral ties in trade,
investment, critical technologies and defence Merz's
maiden trip to India is taking place amid a fractious geopo-
litical environment, including the US's display of raw mili-
tary strength to capture Venezuela's President Nicolas
Maduro. The German leader and Modi are also likely to
discuss the pressing global challenges. The two leaders
during the talks will also  review the progress made in the
India-Germany Strategic Partnership, which completed 25
years recently.

"Their discussion will also focus on further intensifying
cooperation in trade and investment, technology, educa-
tion, skilling and mobility, while also advancing collabora-
tion in important domains of defence and security, science,
innovation and research, green and sustainable develop-
ment, and people-to-people ties," a statement from the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) said. Prime Minister Modi
and Chancellor Merz will also exchange views on issues of
regional and global importance, and engage with business
and industry leaders of the two countries. Prime Minister
Modi and Chancellor Merz will also exchange views on is-
sues of regional and global importance, and engage with
business and industry leaders of the two countries. Ways
to bring peace to Ukraine may also figure prominently in
Modi-Merz talks. The German leader will travel to Ben-
galuru after concluding his engagements in Ahmedabad.
In their talks, Modi and Merz are likely to deliberate on
trade and investment ties as New Delhi is looking at deep-
ening economic ties with Europe against the backdrop of
Washington’s 50 per cent tariff on Indian goods, people fa-
miliar with the matter said. Germany is one of India’s most
important partners in Europe. It is New Delhi’s largest
trading partner in the European Union and the bilateral
trade in goods and services between the two countries
reached USD 51.23 billion in 2024-25. Germany accounts
for roughly one-fourth of India’s trade with the EU, rein-
forcing its position as New Delhi’s leading EU trading part-
ner. The Indo-German trade in services rose by 12.5 per
cent in the financial year 2024-25, reaching a record USD
16.65 billion. The influential European nation is the ninth
largest foreign direct investor in India, with cumulative FDI
inflows of USD 15.40 billion from April 2000 to June 2025.
More than 2000 German companies are currently operat-
ing in India. Days after Merz’s trip, several top leaders of
the European Union will visit New Delhi during which the
two sides may announce finalisation of the much-awaited
India-EU free trade agreement. 
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India. In the months and
years ahead, it is my goal as
ambassador to pursue a
very ambitious agenda. We
will do this as true strategic
partners, each bringing
strength, respect, and lead-
ership to the table," he said.
Speaking on the ongoing
negotiations of the India-US
trade deal, Gor acknowl-
edged that it was a chal-
lenging task and said he
was determined to get it
across the finish line.

"Many of you have
asked me for an update on
the ongoing trade deal ne-
gotiations. Both sides con-
tinue to actively engage. In
fact, the next call on trade
will occur tomorrow. India
is the world's largest nation.
So it's not an easy task to
get this across the finish
line," he said. Gor also an-
nounced that India will be a
member of the Pax Silica al-
liance. "I am pleased to an-
nounce that India will be
invited to join this group of
nations as a full member
next month," he said. The
Pax Silica alliance is a US-
led strategic initiative to
build a secure, resilient and
innovation driven silicon
supply chain. 
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space, ISRO sources said
adding this was the second
consecutive PSLV mission
failure during the third
stage. A similar, previous
attempt in May 2025 (PSLV-
C61-EOS-09) also did not
succeed due to "motor
pressure issue," and there
was a fall in the chamber
pressure of the motor case.
A former top ISRO scientist
said it would take some
time for the space agency to
collect data, analyse; un-
derstand what happened
and make necessary cor-
rections. It is expected that
ISRO would officially re-
lease the findings in the
days to come, he said re-
questing anonymity. To a
query, he said, "it is a set-
back as the satellites did
not reach the intended orbit
at 512 kn in space and all
satellites lost in space may
be drifting as space debris."
As the 22.5-hour count-
down concluded on Monday
morning, the 44.4 metre
tall four-stage rocket lifted
off as scheduled at 10.18
am from the spaceport
here. The mission was to
deploy a primary Earth Ob-
servation satellite and mul-
tiple co-passenger satellites
into a 512 km Sun-Synchro-
nous Orbit, after a flight
journey of about 17 min-
utes. The automatic launch
sequence commenced fol-
lowing approval from the
mission director. ISRO sci-
entists provided real-time
updates as the vehicle as-

cended. The initial phases
of the flight proceeded ac-
cording to plan.

However, after the an-
nouncement that the "third
stage ignited", an uneasy
calm took over the Mission
Control Centre. In his ad-
dress at the centre,
Narayanan said: "The PSLV
is a four-stage vehicle with
two solid stages and two liq-
uid stages. The performance
of the vehicle up to the end
of the third stage was ex-
pected. Close to the end of
the third stage we are see-
ing more disturbance in the
vehicle and subsequently,
there was a deviation ob-
served in the flight path."
Confirming the mission's
failure on its 'X' handle,
ISRO said, "The PSLV-C62
mission encountered an
anomaly during the end of
PS3 (third stage) of the vehi-
cle. A detailed analysis has
been initiated." However,
the space agency did not
provide more details. Later,
in a brief press conference,
Narayanan, who is also the
Secretary of Department of
Space, said, "As all of you
are aware, today we at-
tempted PSLV-C62/EOS-N1
mission... the mission could
not proceed in the expected
(flight) path. That is the in-
formation right now avail-
able." Further, he said: "We
are going through the data
and with the data collected
from all the ground stations
and once the data analysis
is completed, we shall come
back to you." 
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patriotic young men and
women of our country.” She
said “ Swamiji believed that
the youth are the architects
of a nation’s destiny. Our
government is committed to
empowering them with edu-
cation, skills, and opportuni-
ties to lead them into a new
era of progress. Let us re-
solve to "Arise, Awake, and
Stop not until the goal is
reached." and Stop not until
the goal is reached."

Mamata Banerjee Writes Fifth Letter to EC 
Alleges Voter Harassment in SIR Process
MI News Service, Kolkata: West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has written a fifth letter to
the Election Commission of India
(ECI), alleging widespread harass-
ment of voters during the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. In her latest commu-
nication addressed to Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar on
Monday, Banerjee accused the
Commission of ignoring statutory
corrections made over the past two
decades and forcing voters to re-es-
tablish their identity without valid
grounds.

In the letter, the chief minister
claimed that documents submitted
by voters during the SIR process
were not being acknowledged
properly. She alleged that in several
cases, no receipts or proof of sub-
mission were being issued, and
later the same documents were
marked as “Not Found” or “Un-
available in records”. As a result,
names of eligible voters were al-
legedly being deleted from the elec-
toral rolls, causing serious distress
and disenfranchisement. Banerjee
described the revision process as

“fundamentally flawed” and
warned that if the current method-
ology continued, the names of any
voter could be removed arbitrarily
at any time. She further alleged
that errors during the digitisation of
the 2002 voters’ list, including the
use of artificial intelligence, had led
to the exclusion of genuine voters
and created widespread confusion.

Raising procedural objections,
the chief minister questioned why
voters were being called for hear-
ings despite having already been

mapped with the 2002 electoral
rolls. She specifically cited cases
where voters were summoned be-
cause the age difference between
parents and children was recorded
as 18 or 19 years, calling such ac-
tions unnecessary and unjustified.
“In such cases, there is no require-
ment to issue hearing notices,” she
wrote, urging the Commission to
immediately stop what she termed
as voter harassment. This latest let-
ter follows another communication
sent by Banerjee just two days ear-

lier, in which she objected to the
manner in which hearing notices
were being issued under the SIR
exercise. In that earlier letter, she
had made serious allegations,
claiming that the revision drive had
already resulted in 77 deaths, four
attempted suicides, and 17 cases of
hospitalisation due to stress and ill-
ness.

According to Banerjee, the
process was being carried out with-
out adequate planning, leading to
fear, intimidation, and an excessive
workload on field-level staff. She al-
leged that over-reliance on techni-
cal data without proper human
verification was compounding the
problem. “I am deeply shocked
and disturbed by the manner in
which the Election Commission of
India appears to be relentlessly ha-
rassing ordinary citizens,” she
wrote. The chief minister appealed
to the Commission to immediately
intervene and ensure that voters
are not deprived of their demo-
cratic rights due to procedural
lapses. The Election Commission
has not yet issued a formal re-
sponse to the latest letter.

Countdown Begins for 49th Inter-
national Kolkata Book Fair 2026

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The countdown has begun
for the 49th International
Kolkata Book Fair 2026,
with just ten days left for
its inauguration at
Boimela Prangan in Salt
Lake.As per sources, the
fair will be formally
opened by the West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee in the presence
of eminent Argentine au-
thor Gustavo Canzobre
and H.E. Mariano Agustin
Caucino, Ambassador of
Argentina to India, who
will attend as Special
Guests of Honour along
with several authors, dig-
nitaries and state minis-
ters.The International
Kolkata Book Fair 2026
will feature more than
1,000 participants, with
around 20 countries from
across the globe taking
part. Senior Citizen’s Day,

titled ‘Chiro Tarun’, will be
observed on January 30,
while Children’s Day will
be celebrated on February
1. The fairground will have
nine entry and exit gates,
including two inspired by
Argentine architecture,
along with gates and pavil-
ions named after noted
cultural personalities.Cul-
tural programmes will
mark the birth centenaries
of Salil Chowdhury and Dr
Bhupen Hazarika. For the
first time, the venue will be
directly connected by
Metro from Howrah to
Karunamoyee and Central
Park, with extended serv-
ices till 10 pm. Digital ini-
tiatives, medical facilities,
green partnerships and
daily book lotteries will
add to the attractions. The
fair will also host the 12th
Kolkata Literature Festival
on January 24 and 25.

TMC Launches ‘Digital Jodhdha’
Campaign Ahead of 2026 Polls

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The battleground of politics
in West Bengal is rapidly
shifting from the streets to
smartphone screens, and
the Trinamool Congress has
stepped up its digital push
ahead of the crucial 2026
Assembly elections. Accord-
ing to party sources, the rul-
ing party has appointed at
least 10 “digital warriors”
per booth to counter opposi-
tion narratives and
strengthen its presence
across social media and dig-
ital platforms.

Officially branded as
“Ami Banglar Digital Jod-
hdha” (I am Bengal’s Digital
Warrior), this initiative aims
to create a well-organised,
trained, and proactive digi-
tal force capable of respond-
ing swiftly to political
attacks, misinformation,
and alleged propaganda
targeting the state and its
leadership. The party be-
lieves that political battles
today are no longer confined
to rallies, protests, Parlia-
ment, or Assembly floors,
but are increasingly being
fought on mobile screens
and social media timelines.
Trinamool Congress na-
tional general secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee has
repeatedly stressed the im-

portance of the digital space
in modern political dis-
course. He has accused
“anti-Bengal forces” of
spreading misinformation
and running sustained
smear campaigns on social
media platforms. Address-
ing these concerns, the
party has decided to
sharpen its digital strategy
by making it more profes-
sional, coordinated, and
grassroots-driven.

As part of this initiative,
a special workshop and con-
ference of digital warriors
will be held on Monday at
Milan Mela in Kolkata. Ab-
hishek Banerjee is sched-
uled to personally interact
with party workers who
have been actively fighting
online political battles
across platforms such as
Facebook, X (formerly Twit-
ter), Instagram, and
YouTube. 

During the session, dis-
cussions will focus on con-
tent creation, narrative
building, fact-checking, and
rapid response mecha-
nisms. Party insiders say
Abhishek will provide clear
guidance on how to effec-
tively highlight the Tri-
namool government’s
development initiatives and
welfare schemes. A key

focus will be on taking the
government’s 15-year per-
formance report—described
by the party as a “develop-
ment report card”—to every
household through digital
outreach. Emphasis will also
be placed on promoting the
government’s achievements
in social welfare, infrastruc-
ture, education, and health
sectors.

Political observers note
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party was the first in India
to demonstrate the electoral
power of social media dur-
ing the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, when Narendra
Modi’s campaign leveraged
digital platforms extensively.
Since then, IT cells have be-
come an integral part of po-
litical organisations across
the spectrum. While Tri-
namool Congress already
has an IT cell in place, the
new programme signals Ab-
hishek Banerjee’s intent to
further decentralise and
strengthen digital cam-
paigning down to the booth
level. The digital warriors
will not only promote the
party’s narrative but will
also be tasked with counter-
ing BJP’s messaging and
highlighting issues where
the opposition can be politi-
cally challenged. 

DRDO Successfully Tests Indigenous 
Third-Generation MPATGM

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted a
flight test of a third-generation Fire-and-Forget Man
Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) with top-at-
tack capability. The test was conducted against a moving
target at the KK Ranges in Ahilya Nagar, Maharashtra,
marking a major milestone in India’s indigenous missile de-
velopment programme. The MPATGM has been developed
by DRDO’s Defence Research & Development Laboratory
(DRDL), Hyderabad, in collaboration with several sister lab-
oratories. The missile incorporates cutting-edge indigenous
technologies, including an Imaging Infrared (IIR) homing
seeker, an all-electric control actuation system, an ad-
vanced fire control system, a tandem warhead, a high-per-
formance propulsion system and a modern sighting system.
Key contributing laboratories include Research Centre
Imarat, Hyderabad; Terminal Ballistics Research Labora-
tory, Chandigarh; High Energy Materials Research Labora-
tory, Pune; and Instruments Research & Development
Establishment, Dehradun.To simulate a realistic battlefield
scenario, the target tank was equipped with a Thermal Tar-
get System developed by Defence Laboratory, Jodhpur. 

Abhishek Pays Homage
To Swami Vivekananda
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Trinamool Congress national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee paid homage to
Swami Vivekananda, both
through a social media post
and by visiting his ancestral
house on Simla Street as
part of the party’s pro-
gramme. In his message,
Abhishek Banerjee said
Swami Vivekananda’s
thoughts continue to illumi-
nate India’s moral and intel-
lectual conscience. He
emphasised that Swamiji’s
message of “service to hu-
manity is service to the di-
vine” remains profoundly
relevant, especially at a time
when identity-based divi-
sions are being amplified.
Abhishek banerjee wrote,
‘On the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda, I bow
in reverence to a towering
soul whose thoughts con-
tinue to illuminate India’s
moral and intellectual con-
science.  His call for strength
rooted in compassion, for
faith anchored in reason and
for service driven by empa-
thy remains profoundly rel-
evant even today. Swamiji
reminded us that to serve
humanity is to serve the di-
vine.  At a time when divi-
sions are amplified and
identities weaponised,
Swami Ji’s  message of uni-
versal brotherhood and har-
mony among faiths stands
as a timeless guide.’ 

AITC National General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee gar-
landed and paid tribute to Swami Vivekananda at his
house in Kolkata.

A press conference was held in Kolkata to announce the
49th International Kolkata Book Fair and the Kolkata Lit-
erature Festival (KLF), scheduled to be held in January.

Firefighters battle a blaze after a fire broke out at shops
outside Baghajatin railway station in south Kolkata. 

SC Issues Notice to
ECI Over SIR in Bengal
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day issued a notice to the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) in connection with a
plea challenging the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls in
West Bengal. The notice was
issued following petitions
filed by Trinamool Congress
Rajya Sabha MPs Derek
O’Brien and Dola Sen, raising
concerns over alleged irreg-
ularities in the voter list revi-
sion process. The matter
came up for hearing before a
division bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi. The bench
took up the petitions sepa-
rately filed by the two MPs,
who questioned the manner
in which the SIR exercise is
being conducted in the state.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
appeared before the court on
behalf of the petitioners.

During the hearing, Kapil
Sibal alleged serious lapses
and procedural irregularities
on the part of the Election
Commission in carrying out
the SIR process. He informed
the court that many of the in-
structions related to the revi-
sion exercise were allegedly
being communicated
through WhatsApp mes-
sages, which, according to
him, amounted to institu-
tional impropriety. Sibal ar-
gued that such a mode of
communication undermines
transparency and accounta-
bility in an exercise as sensi-
tive as voter list revision. 
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Name Change
I, Sk Rahim S/O Late Sk Abdulla &
Amina Begum Residing at
18/2/H/3,Mominpur Road,P.S. Ek-
balpore,Kolkata-700023.That My
Voter id no.WB/23/147//429215 me
& my father’s name was wrongly
recorded as Ramesh Panja S/O
Mangal Panja. But My & My fa-
ther’s actual name is Sk Rahim S/O
Late Sk Abdulla recorded in my
birth certificate issued by K.M.C.
vide an affidavit before the LD.Ju-
dicial Magistrate 1st class at
Alipur.date-09.01.2026.affidavit
no.2867.That Sk Rahim S/O Late Sk
Abdulla and Ramesh Panja S/O
Mangal Panja both are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Aditi Chatterjee (Old Name) W/o
Tapash Roy Residing at 38/4,
Raipur Road, P.o - Regent Estate,
District - Kolkata, Pin - 700092,
West Bengal, India, have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Aditi Chatterjee Roy
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 09-01-2026. Aditi Chatterjee
(Old Name) and Aditi Chatterjee
Roy (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kakoli Biswas (Old Name) D/o Bipul
Biswas Residing at Rabindranath
Colony, 1 No Ward, Kalyani, District
- Nadia, Pin - 741235, West Bengal,
India, have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Kakali
Biswas (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 09-01-2026. Kakoli
Biswas  (Old Name) and Kakali
Biswas (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajeev Agarwal (Old Name) S/o
Chandi Prasad Agarwal Residing at
Flat No-2A, 34G, Shib Krishna Deb
Lane, P.o - Kankurgachi, P.s - Phool
Bagan, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700054, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Rajeev
Kumar Agarwal (New Name) as
declared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 09-01-
2026. Rajeev Agarwal  (Old Name)
and Rajeev Kumar Agarwal (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Tanweer  Rahman,Residing At
1472/1 West Chowbaga,Block A,
Flat-1f,Kolkata -  700105,West Ben-
gal,Do Hereby Notified That My Fa-
ther Sk Doma Shall Henceforth Be
Known As  Md Sayeed Rahman Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Ld
1st Class Judicial Magistrate At Ali-
pore On 08/01/2026.Sk Doma And
Md Sayeed Rahman Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Abdur Rafik Khan, son of Late Mo-
harali Khan, residing at Vill -
Ghuni,Po - Chakpatli, Ps - Hasnabad,
North 24 parganas - 743426(Parma-
nent Address),and Katiarbag,Cham-
papukurMatia, North 24 Parganas -
743291,West Bengal(Present Ad-
dress),have changed my mother
name Pachi Bibi(Old Name) to Ne-
harjan Khan(New Name) and she
shall henceforth be known as Nehar-
jan Khan vide an affidavit No 32241
sworn before the Ld 1st Class Judi-
cial Magistrate at Basirhat on
19/12/2025.Pachi Bibi and Neharjan
Khan both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Susanta Ghosh & Sushanta Kumar
Ghosh (old name) son of Late Sudhir
Kumar Ghosh, residing at 53/1/3,
RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY ROAD,P.O-
BARISHA, KOLKATA- 700008., West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Susanta Kumar Ghosh
(new name), as declared Before The
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Su-
santa Kumar Ghosh (new name)
and Susanta Ghosh & Sushanta
Kumar Ghosh (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sikha Bera (Old Name),Wife Of
Nikhil Kumar Bera,Residing At
Vill-Gholdigrui,Po - Gholdigrui,Ps -
Pursurah,Hooghli Rural-712401,
West Bengal,Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sikha Rani Bera(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 09/01/2026.Sikha Bera And
Sikha Rani Bera Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mahasin Mondal, declare that my
minor son Rahamat Ali (son old
name), residing at Habibur South,
P.O.- Habib, P.S.- Ranaghat, Nadia,
West Bengal, India, I have changed
my son name and he shall hence-
forth be known as Rahamat  Ali
Mondal ( son new name), as de-
clared Before The The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/01/2026. Rahamat  Ali Mondal
and Rahamat Ali both are same and
one identical person (my son).

Name Change
I,Troy Joseph Chakraborty,S/o Late
Sitesh Chakraborty, residing at Ac-
tive Acres Tower -5A Flat-5C,54/10
D C Dey Road ,Po & Ps - Tangra,
Kolkata -700015,have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Troy Chakraborty as per
the declaration affirmed before the
Learned First Class Judicial Magis-
trate at AliporeCourt, via Affidavit
No. 8806dated 17.06.2025. Troy
Joseph Chakraborty and Troy
Chakraborty are one and the same
identical person.

Name Change
I, Neel Chakraborty, S/oTroy
Chakraborty, residing at Active
Acres Tower -5A Flat-5C,54/10 D C
Dey Road ,Po & Ps - Tangra,Kolkata
-700015,have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Neil Joseph Chakraborty as de-
clared before the First Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore Court vide af-
fidavit no. 9615; dated: 20.05.
2025.Neel Chakraborty and Neil
Joseph Chakraborty is the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pushpa Prasad & Pushpa Kesri
(old names) wife of Subhash Prasad,
residing at Vill- Uttar Athiabari, P.O.-
Barpeta Road, Dist.- Barpeta, Pin-
781315, Assam, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Pushpa Devi (new name),
as declared Before The The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 09/01/2026. Pushpa Devi (new
name) and Pushpa Prasad & Pushpa
Kesri (old names) all are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mobarek Mal (Old Name),Son Of
Khairyddin Mal,Residing At
Marakpur,Prithiba Habra, North
24 Parganas-743704,West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Mo-
barock Hossain Mal(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
09/01/2026.Mobarek Mal And Mo-
barock Hossain Mal Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sahidul Islam Molla (Old Name)
S/o Late Eman Ali Molla Residing at
Vill - Dharsa Moktarpur, P.o -
Kadampukur, P.s - Rajarhat, District
- North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700135,
West Bengal, India, have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Sahidul Molla (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 09-01-2026. Sahidul Islam
Molla (Old Name) and Sahidul
Molla (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shamim Akhtar (Old Name) S/o
Neyamattullah Residing at 6/1, B L
No 05, Kankinara, Bhatpara (M),
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
743126, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Md Shamim
Akhtar (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 005 Dated 09-01-2026.
Shamim Akhtar  (Old Name) and Md
Shamim Akhtar (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jagadish Saha (old name) son of
Pyari Mohan Saha, residing at Ward
No. 18, Agartala College Road, Shib-
nagar, Agartala, Tripura - 799004,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Jagadish
Chandra Saha (new name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata dated 09/01/2026. Jagadish
Saha (old name) and Jagadish
Chandra Saha (new name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nazma & Najma(Old Name), Wife
Of Nehru Khan, Residing At Chak
Alampur, Po-Alampur Ps-Nodakhali,
South 24 Parganas-743318, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Nazma Bibi(New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 08/01/2026.
Nazma & Najma(Old Names) And
Nazma Bibi(New Name) Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sayani Basu (Old Name),Wife Of
Sourav Basu,Residing At  Mearber
R o a d , C h i n s u r a h , H o o g h l y -
712101,West Bengal,Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sayani Datta Basu (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 12/12/2025. Sayani Basu And
Sayani Datta Basu Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kalpana Datta (Old Name), D/O
Baidya Nath Chandra,Residing At
Flat No-2c,Be-12/3, Deshbandhu
Agar, Bidhannagar-700059,West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Kalpana Dutta(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit No 1093 Sworn Before The
Ld 1st Class Judicial Magistrate At
Kolkata On 20/12/2018.Kalpana
Datta And Kalpana Dutta Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Jamat Ali (Old Name),Son Of Ray-
han Mondal,Residing At Vill-Tola,
Po-Baidyapur, Ps-Kalna, Bard-
haman- 713122,West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence
forth Be Known As Jamat Ali Mon-
dal(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 08/01/2026.Jamat Ali
And Jamat Ali Mondal Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Snigdha Banerjee Dey(Old Name),
Wife Of Saudip Banerjee, Residing At
79/4 A.P.C Roy Road,33/13 Kamal
Park Birati, Kolkata - 7000 51,West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Snigdha Banerjee(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 09/01/
2026. Snigdha Banerjee Dey And
Snigdha Banerjee Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dulal Singha (Old Name),Son Of
Arjun Singha,Residing At 82 Ajay
Nagar,Dumdum,South Dumdum (M),
Motijheel, North24 parganas - 7000
74, West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Dulal Chandra Singha
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 09/01/2026.Dulal Singha And
Dulal Chandra Singha Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, S Mukherjee (old name) S/o Late
Subodh Mookherjee , Residing at
Colonels Farm , Thero, Hanamon
Dhar, Near Talpukur,Gokulpur, PO:
Chanditala, Hooghly,Pin 712702,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Subrata Mookherjee
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Sub-
rata Mookherjee (new name) and
S Mukherjee (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Thousands of pilgrims are heading towards Gangasagar from across the country on Monday, for a week-long pil-
grimage at the confluence of Bay of Bengal.

CRPF Deployed at ED’s New 
Town Office After I-PAC Row
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Security has been signifi-
cantly tightened at the CGO
Complex in New Town,
which currently houses the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), following recent devel-
opments linked to the I-PAC
controversy. After the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) shifted out of the prem-
ises, the complex had no de-
ployment of central armed
forces and security was
being handled by a private
agency. However, in the af-
termath of the I-PAC-related
incident, the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs has decided
to enhance security by de-
ploying Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) personnel
in place of the private
guardsSources clarified that
there is no official link be-
tween the CRPF deployment
and the alleged “confronta-
tion” at the I-PAC office, de-
scribing the timing as
coincidental. Officials said
the decision was taken con-
sidering the sensitive nature
of several ongoing ED inves-
tigations. Important docu-
ments, including confidential
records related to multiple
high-profile cases, are
stored at the CGO Complex,
prompting the need for en-

hanced protection. The pri-
vate security agency has
been relieved of its duties
and CRPF personnel have
been stationed at both entry
points of the complex. A total
of 12 CRPF jawans—six at
each gate—have been de-
ployed. Senior officials of the
ED and CRPF recently held a
coordination meeting, dur-
ing which the decision to in-
duct central armed forces
was finalised, sources said.
The move comes shortly
after the controversial I-PAC
episode and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s allega-
tion that party-related files
were forcibly taken away.

Meanwhile, the ED has
summoned neighbours of I-
PAC founder Prashant Jain
as part of its ongoing inves-
tigation. Jain resides on
Loudon Street in south
Kolkata. Residents of his
apartment complex, as well
as occupants of adjacent
buildings, have been asked
to appear before ED officials.
Sources said the agency is
seeking details on what res-
idents may have observed or
heard during the search op-
eration, including the move-
ment of officers and the
identities of individuals who
entered the premises.

The Kolkata Police have

Justice Sujoy Paul
Appointed Chief
Justice of Cal HC
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Justice Sujoy Paul has been
appointed as the new Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High
Court, ending his tenure as
the Acting Chief Justice.
The Supreme Court Col-
legium formally approved
his name for the post dur-
ing its meeting held on
January 9. Justice Paul
had been discharging the
responsibilities of Acting
Chief Justice following the
retirement of Justice T.S.
Sivagnanam, who demitted
office as the Chief Justice of
the Calcutta High Court

Before Justice Paul
took over as Acting Chief
Justice, the position was
held by Justice Soumen
Sen. Justice Sen was sub-
sequently recommended
for appointment as the
Chief Justice of the Megha-
laya High Court. After the
recommendation was im-
plemented, Justice Sujoy
Paul was entrusted with
the responsibility of Acting
Chief Justice of the Cal-
cutta High Court, which he
continued to hold until his
formal elevation. Justice
Sujoy Paul was born into a
Bengali family but spent
most of his early life in
Madhya Pradesh. He com-
pleted his schooling at L.S.
Jha Model School before
pursuing higher education
in Jabalpur. He obtained
his undergraduate and
postgraduate degrees from
Rani Durgavati University,
Jabalpur, and later com-
pleted his Bachelor of Laws
(LLB), laying a strong aca-
demic foundation for his
legal career. 

After practising as an
advocate for several years,
Justice Paul was ap-
pointed as a judge of the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court at Jabalpur in 2011.
He served the court for
more than a decade, gain-
ing recognition for his ju-
dicial acumen and
administrative experience. 

Truck Crashes
Into Railing on
Red Road, Driver
Injured
MI News Service, Kolkata:
A major road accident was
reported early Monday
morning on Red Road, one
of Kolkata’s busiest thor-
oughfares, after a goods-
laden truck lost control
and rammed into the road-
side railing. A significant
portion of the railing was
damaged in the impact,
while the truck was left
badly mangled. The driver
was trapped inside the ve-
hicle and had to be res-
cued by emergency
personnel. He was later
admitted to SSKM Hospital
with multiple injuries. Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses,
the incident took place at
dawn, when the city was
still enveloped in dense
winter fog. The truck was
travelling at a consider-
able speed along Red Road
when it encountered a bus
approaching from the op-
posite direction. In an at-
tempt to control the
vehicle and avoid a colli-
sion, the driver reportedly
lost control, causing the
truck to veer off and crash
forcefully into the railing
before coming to a halt
after moving a short dis-
tance further.

The accident narrowly
missed the statue of Dr
B.R. Ambedkar, located
close to the crash site. Eye-
witnesses said that had the
truck moved a little fur-
ther, it could have struck
the statue directly. The
close call sparked concern
among commuters and
passers-by who gathered
at the spot shortly after the
incident. Police from the
Maidan police station
rushed to the scene soon
after receiving information
about the crash. Fire
brigade personnel were
also called in to assist with
the rescue operation. As
the driver was trapped in-
side the severely damaged
cabin, rescuers had to cut
open the truck’s window to
pull him out. The injured
driver sustained several
wounds and was immedi-
ately shifted to SSKM Hos-
pital for treatment.
Doctors treating him
stated that his condition is
stable and he is currently
out of danger.

The accident caused
temporary disruption to
vehicular movement on
Red Road during the early
morning hours. Traffic was
halted for some time as
rescue and clearance op-
erations were underway.
Police later removed the
damaged truck from the
road and cleared debris
from the crash site, follow-
ing which traffic move-
ment was gradually
restored to normal. Au-
thorities have launched an
investigation to ascertain
the exact cause of the acci-
dent. Preliminary inquiries
are examining factors such
as speed, visibility due to
fog, and possible mechani-
cal failure. Fire and police
officials are jointly assess-
ing the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.

The mishap once again
highlights concerns over
road safety during early
morning hours, particu-
larly in winter when low
visibility and high speeds
increase the risk of acci-
dents on major city roads.

A police vehicle outside the Loudon Street residence of I-
PAC chief Pratik Jain

Winter Tightens Grip as Temp
Drops Ahead of Makar Sankranti
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The weather mood across
West Bengal has changed
once again, with winter mak-
ing a noticeable comeback
from Monday after a brief
pause. As the cloud cover as-
sociated with a low-pressure
system over Sri Lanka grad-
ually cleared, cold northerly
winds regained strength
across the region, leading to
a sharp drop in tempera-
tures. The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) has
indicated that this spell of
cold weather is far from over,
with a stronger bout of win-
ter conditions likely to grip
the state around the time of
Makar Sankranti.

On Monday morning,
Kolkata recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 12.4
degrees Celsius, marking a
significant fall from Sunday’s
minimum of 15 degrees Cel-
sius. According to weather
officials, the return of unhin-
dered northerly winds has
played a crucial role in bring-
ing down temperatures
across south Bengal. The
mercury is expected to dip
further over the next two
days, intensifying the chill
during early morning and
late-night hours. Fog is also
set to be a key weather fea-
ture in the coming days. The
IMD has forecast light to
moderate fog across most
parts of the state during the
early morning hours. Several
districts in south Bengal are
already witnessing patchy
fog, and in some areas, foggy
conditions may persist till late
morning, affecting visibility
on roads and rail routes. The
drop in temperature is not
confined to the state capital
alone. Several districts have
recorded much lower mini-
mum temperatures, sig-
nalling a widespread cold
spell. On Monday, Kalyani
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 7.5 degrees Cel-
sius, while Sriniketan
registered 8 degrees. Bar-
rackpore and Berhampore
reported minimum tempera-
tures of around 10 degrees

Celsius. Meteorologists have
warned that western districts
of the state could experience
minimum temperatures be-
tween 7 and 10 degrees Cel-
sius over the next few days.
The Alipore Meteorological
Office has stated that tem-
peratures across south Ben-
gal are likely to fall further as
Makar Sankranti ap-
proaches. During the festival
period, cold conditions are
expected to intensify, with the
winter chill firmly setting in
across both urban and rural
areas. In Kolkata and its ad-
joining regions, minimum
temperatures are expected to
hover between 11 and 13 de-
grees Celsius, while colder
conditions may prevail in in-
terior districts. Weather ex-
perts have confirmed that the
influence of northerly winds
will continue throughout the
week, ensuring that winter
remains dominant in the
state. Although no drastic
drop in temperatures is ex-
pected in Kolkata beyond
current levels, the overall
cold feel is likely to persist,
especially during night and
early morning hours. Resi-
dents have been advised to
take precautions against the
cold, particularly the elderly
and children. With foggy
mornings and falling temper-
atures, commuters may also
face disruptions during early
hours. For now, all indica-
tions suggest that winter has
returned to Bengal in full
swing, and the bone-chilling
cold is here to stay for at least
the next several days.

Bihar jewellers to bar sales to
customers wearing BURQA, HIJAB
MI News Service, Patna:
Jewellery shops across
Bihar may refuse entry and
sales to customers whose
faces are covered, citing se-
curity concerns amid a
spate of robberies and soar-
ing prices of precious 
metals.

The Bihar unit of the All
India Jewellers and Gold-
smith Federation(AIJGF)
said it has asked its mem-
bers not to display or sell or-
naments to customers who
enter shops wearing hijabs,
burqas, naqabs, scarves,
masks or helmets unless
their faces are visible for
identification. Announcing
the decision, Ashok Kumar
Verma, president of the
AIJGF Bihar, said the direc-
tive was “purely driven by
security considerations”
and was not aimed at any
particular community or
religious group. “We have
decided not to sell items to
customers who enter with
their faces covered. Unless
the customer’s face is visi-
ble for identification at the
time of purchase, their
entry into the shop will be
restricted,” Verma told re-

porters in Patna. Clarifying
the scope of the move,
Verma said the rule would
apply equally to men and
women.

“The federation is not
imposing a ban on hijab or
burqa. We are only request-
ing customers to show their
faces for identification. This
applies to everyone, includ-
ing men who cover their
faces with scarves or hel-
mets,” he said. Jewellers
argue that the measure has
become necessary in view
of repeated thefts involving
masked criminals. “If cus-
tomers enter jewellery
shops with their faces cov-
ered, we cannot identify
them. The move will also
help police ascertain identi-
ties through CCTV footage
in case of any theft,” Verma
said.He cited recent inci-
dents to underline the con-
cern, including a robbery in
which ornaments worth
about Rs 25 crore were
looted from a jewellery out-
let in Bhojpur district in
March last year, and an-
other robbery at a jewellery
shop in Siwan district in
November.

Malaysia woos
Bengal travellers 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Malaysia Airlines’ growing
network, inviting travellers
to discover both new desti-
nations and familiar
favourites. Travellers can
connect seamlessly to
global cities including Syd-
ney, Seoul, and Shanghai,
as well as regional escapes
such as Cebu, Siem Reap,
and Krabi via sister airline
Firefly from KLIA Terminal
1. This is further enriched
with Malaysia Airlines’
Bonus Side Trip (BST) pro-
gramme, which transforms
stopovers into opportunities
to discover Malaysia - from
the cultural charm of
Penang to the pristine
beaches of Langkawi -  po-
sitioning Kuala Lumpur as
a welcoming gateway to
journeys across Asia and
beyond as part of Visit
Malaysia 2026. Guests fly-
ing on Malaysia Airlines’
next-generation A330neo
aircraft to destinations in-
cluding Tokyo, Bali, Mel-
bourne, Sydney, and
Auckland can look forward
to an enhanced onboard
experience designed
around comfort and
thoughtful details. The air-
craft features ergonomi-
cally designed seats and
large, high-definition in-
flight entertainment
screens, delivering a more
comfortable and seamless
journey and supporting the
airline’s continued fleet
modernisation efforts. 

Unverified claims:
OUP apologises to
Shivaji descendant 
MI News Service, Mumbai:
Oxford University Press
(OUP) India said that it re-
gretted publishing “unveri-
fied statements” about
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
in the book Shivaji: Hindu
King in Islamic India, follow-
ing objections raised by
Udayanraje Bhosale, the
13th descendant of the
Maratha king. In a public no-
tice published in a newspa-
per, OUP India said that
some statements appearing
on pages 31, 33, 34 and 93 of
the book, written by Ameri-
can author James Laine and
published in 2003, were not
adequately verified. The
book had triggered wide-
spread outrage in Maha-
rashtra in January 2004
after more than 150 activists
belonging to the Sambhaji
Brigade ransacked the
Bhandarkar Oriental Re-
search Institute (BORI) in
Pune. Protesters alleged that
the institute had assisted
Laine in writing the book,
which they claimed con-
tained objectionable re-
marks about Shivaji
Maharaj. The incident
sparked a national debate on
academic freedom, historical
interpretation and responsi-
bility of publishers, and led to
the withdrawal of the book
from circulation in India.
OUP India’s apology marks a
rare public acknowledgment
related to the long-running
controversy. 
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MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The 11-Kundiya Rashtra 
Shaurya Samriddhi Gayatri 
Mahayagna, organized under 
the auspices of the Gayatri 
Temple, BNR, Rail Colony, 
Garden Reach Road, con-

cluded successfully. A large 
number of devotees gathered 
to offer oblations on the con-
cluding day.  ​​Vedic scholars 
from Shantikunj Haridwar, 
representing the All World 
Gayatri Family, honored the 
distinguished guests present 
at the Mahayagna by applying 
tilak and sandalwood paste 
and presenting them with lit-
erature from Gurudev.  Many 
devotees also received Gayatri 
Gyan Diksha (initiation) on the 
concluding day of the Mahay-
agna. The program conclud-
ed with the Aarti of Mother 
Gayatri. Local men and wom-
en actively contributed to 
making the yagna a success.  
On this occasion, devotional 
singers and dancers also pre-
sented their performances.

MI News Service, Guwahati: 
The authority of Assam State 
Zoo and Botanical Garden has 
taken precautionary measures 
to keep animals warm during 
the winter season. The zoo au-
thority has installed heaters, 
stubble, and high-powered 
electric bulbs to keep animals 
warm. Rajani Kanta Deka, 
Head Animal Keeper of Assam 
State Zoo, told ANI that they 
have installed heaters for lions, 
tigers and other wild animals.

Head Animal Keeper of As-
sam State Zoo, Rajani Kanta 
Deka, said, "We are provid-
ed stubble for animals in the 
Guwahati State Zoo. We have 
provided heaters for lions and 
tigers. The heaters are on for 
24 hours. They are kept under 
the sun in the morning, and at 
night heaters are provided in 
the night shed. This has been 
done as per the direction of the 
Assam State Zoo director. For 
animals like tortoises, we have 
provided stubble."

"We have installed heat-
ers for the maximum num-
ber of animals. We have also 
arranged electric bulbs for 
snakes, birds," Rajani Kanta 
Deka said.

He further said that, at As-

sam State Zoo, several ani-
mals, including lions, giraffes, 
tigers, and rhinos, gave birth, 
and several cubs were also 
born, and the animal breeding 
process is also going on.

"Many animals are giving 
birth to young ones. You will 
find many cubs. A giraffe has 
given birth to a calf. Tigers and 
rhinos have also given birth. 
The breeding programme is 
going on. We have given sev-
eral animals in the exchange 
programme. Rhino has given 
birth to two calves, and more 
are expected at the year's end. 
We are in talks with the Central 
Zoo Authority. We are trying to 
bring zebras and kangaroos," 
he further added.

Blankets have been laid on 
the enclosure floors to protect 
animals from cold overnight 
temperatures, and heaters and 
bulbs have been installed to 
provide additional warmth.

The authority of the state 
zoo has taken special mea-
sures to protect animals.

Assam State Zoo occupies 
an area of 175 hectares of land 
in the middle of Guwahati city, 
and the botanical garden in the 
state zoo spreads over an area 
of 82 hectares of land. 

MI News Service, Shimla: Un-
der the banner of the Anganwa-
di Workers and Helpers Union, 
affiliated with CITU, Anganwadi 
workers from the Chakkkar, New 
Shimla, and Sanjauli circles of 
the ICDS Project Shimla staged 
a strong protest outside the DPO 
office in Nigam Vihar, Shimla.

The protest demanded justice 
and compensation for Angan-
wadi worker Harsha, who died 
while on duty, and called for 
ensuring the safety of Angan-
wadi workers and departmental 
accountability, along with other 
demands. CITU State President 
Vijender Mehra, District Secre-
tary Vivek Kashyap, and Office 
Secretary Ram Prakash also par-
ticipated in the protest.

Following the protest, the 
union submitted a memorandum 
to the Chief Minister through the 
Child Development Project Offi-
cer, Shimla.

Union leaders Hardei Devi, 
Meena Devi, Lalita Devi, Promi-
la, Sandhya, and Pushpa Rohal 
stated that the death of Angan-
wadi worker Harsha in the Tar-

na circle of Mandi district, due to 
a fall while on Pulse Polio duty, 
has deeply angered and pained 
Anganwadi workers across the 
state.

They asserted that this inci-
dent was not a mere accident, 
but a consequence of a negli-
gent system in which Angan-
wadi workers are forced to 
perform risky tasks for various 
departments, but neither the 
government nor the concerned 
department accepts responsi-
bility in case of any accident or 
death.

They pointed out that there 
have been previous incidents 
of Anganwadi workers dying 
while on duty. The death of an 
Anganwadi worker in the Sainj 
area of Kullu two years ago 
due to a fall, and the deaths of 
Anganwadi workers Sarla and 
Shrestha in a road accident in 
Chamba district in June 2024 
while going to a meeting, clear-
ly demonstrate the complete 
insensitivity of the government 
and administration towards the 
safety of Anganwadi workers.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  Congress on Monday 
distanced itself from the ruling 
Left Democratic Alliance (LDF) 
protest against the Centre, la-
belling it as a "fake agitation" 
to "tease" the people of Kera-
la.

Kerala assembly Leader 
of Opposition VD Satheeshan 
alleged the "nexus" between 
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) and Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
while questioning the timing 
of the protest.

Speaking with ANI, VD 
Satheeshan said, "This is a 
fake agitation because there is 
an unholy nexus between CPM 
in Kerala and Sangh Parivar 
in Delhi. Now, before the elec-
tion, this agitation before elec-
tions is just to tease people."

Additionally, Congress Gen-
eral Secretary KC Venugopal 
questioned the seriousness of 
the agitation at the "fag end" 
of their term.

"I could've appreciated that 
if they had done this type of 
agitation continuously in the 
last ten years. If they were 
sincere in fighting against the 
central government, there 

were several avenues. They 
didn't use that at all. Now at 
the fag end of their gover-
nance, what's the point of it?" 
KC Venugopal said.

The ruling Left Democratic 
Alliance (LDF), under the lead-
ership of Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, held a pro-
test against the central gov-
ernment on Monday, alleging 
"discrimination" by withhold-
ing the necessary funds of the 
state.

Speaking with ANI, Kera-
la Excise Minister MB Rajesh 
alleged that the BJP-led 
central government has "re-
duced grants" and "delayed 
payments" on several central 
schemes. He was also accused 
of not extending support 
during the Wayanad land-
slides.

"This is against discrimi-
nation by the Modi-led govt 
against Kerala. They have 
reduced grants to Kerala and 
delayed payments on several 
central schemes and also cut 
short the state's borrowing 
limits," he said.

"When calamity happened, 
Centre did not allow us to 
take foreign aid and contri-

butions...Centre did not sup-
port us in the recent Wayanad 
landslides, Kerala govt rebuilt 
Wayanad mainly through con-
tributions by people in CM re-
lief fund," he added.

Communist Party of India 
(CPI) leader Binoy Viswam ac-
cused the BJP government of 
"treating Kerala as a strang-
er" by not providing the state 
"its due share" of the national 
wealth.

"The Union government 
believes that Kerala is not a 
part of India. We want to say 
categorically that we are a 
part of India. We have a right 
to get our due share of the 
national wealth. It is the right 
of all states. India is a federal 
republic of which Kerala is an 
inseparable part...We believe 
we are Indians, but they treat 
us as strangers because they 
don't know the meaning of 
India. India is a great idea, 
where people, irrespective of 
their state, economic status, 
are Indians- Let the Modi govt 
know this," Binoy Viswam 
said.

The protest comes as the 
state prepares for its Leg-
islative Assembly elections, 

expected to be held in April 
2026 to elect 140 members 

of the Kerala Legislative As-
sembly.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   A 
meeting between the Congress 
leadership and West Bengal 
Congress leaders will be held 
in Delhi on January 17. Their 
discussions will centre around 
election preparations and alli-
ances in the state.

Ahead of the West Bengal 
Assembly Elections 2026, 
West Bengal Congress leaders 
are set to meet party leaders 
in the national capital on Sat-
urday to discuss the prepara-
tions and alliances in the poll-
bound state.

Following this, a screening 
committee meeting will be 
held in Kolkata on January 
18.

Meanwhile, West Bengal 
Congress President Subhan-
kar Sarkar on Thursday al-
leged that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) is misusing the 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
officials for political purposes, 
claiming that the raids at the 
I-PAC office in Kolkata were 
deliberately carried out ahead 
of the upcoming Assembly 
elections.

Reacting to the searches, 
Sarkar said I-PAC has been 
working in West Bengal for 
nearly a decade and ques-
tioned the timing of the ED ac-
tion. "IPAC has been working 
in Bengal for 10 years. What 
is the reason for the ED raids 
just before the elections? So 
many cases are pending. ED 
can go there. There is no issue 
with it. But today, the BJP is 
misusing ED people," he said 
to ANI.

He also questioned Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee's 
presence at the I-PAC of-
fice during the raids, asking, 

"Why did the Chief Minister 
go there? ED raids happen in 
many places, but Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee does not 
go everywhere. So why did she 
go there, and that too with the 
Police Commissioner?"Sarkar 
further alleged that central 
agencies were being selective-
ly used for political purposes. 
"After raids, many people 
flock to join, and cases against 
them close. Why is the CM go-
ing there? TMC and BJP want-
ed to do binary politics in the 
state," he added.

The remarks come amid 
political drama in West Bengal 
after Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee visited the offices 
of the political consultancy 
firm I-PAC on Thursday, even 
as the ED was conducting 
searches in connection with 
the coal smuggling case.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   The Delhi High Court 
on Monday released the bail 
plea of former MLA Naresh 
Balyan, and the same is to be 
listed before the special bench 
hearing cases related to MPs 
and MLAs.

Earlier, the High Court had 
converted the bail plea into 
an appeal under the MCOCA 
provision.

Naresh Balyan has been 
arrested in an MCOCA case 
linked with an organised 
crime syndicate allegedly run 
by absconded gangster Kapil 
Sangwan alias Nandu.

His earlier bail plea was re-
jected on May 27 by the Rouse 
Avenue court. Thereafter, he 
filed a bail plea before the 
Delhi High Court.

Justice Ravinder Dudeja re-
leased the bail plea of former 
MLA Naresh Balyan. The mat-
ter will now be listed before 
the MP-MLA court on January 
21, subject to the order of the 
bench of the chief justice.

Justice Dudeja's roster 
has been changed, and Jus-
tice Swarana Kanta Sharma 
currently holds the MP-MLA 
roster. The counsel before the 

bench prayed for the release 
of the matter. Thereafter, the 
court released the matter.

Advocate Amit Prasad, 
Special counsel, alongwith 
Special Public Prosecutor 
(SPP) Akhand Pratap Singh, 
appeared for the Delhi police. 
Advocate M S Khan, along-
with advocate Rohit Dalal, 
Prashant Kishore, Qausar 
Khan and Rahul Sahani ap-
peared for Naresh Balyan.

Earlier, on August 7, 2025, 
the Senior Advocate for Baly-
an had argued that there is 
no continuing criminal activ-
ity to invoke MCOCA against 
the petitioner, Naresh Balyan.

It was submitted that there 
is sufficient material to in-
voke MCOCA against Naresh 
Balyan. MCOCA has been in-
voked on the basis of 15 FIRs 
against Kapil Sangwan and 
his gang.

It was also argued that the 
petitioner is not connected 
with Kapil Sangwan and his 
gang. Rather, he was threat-
ened, and he filed a com-
plaint against Kapil Sangwan.

It was further submitted 
that there is no continuing 
criminal activity in the last 10 

years preceding the registra-
tion of FIR in MCOCA. There 
is no charge sheet against the 
petitioner, of which cogni-
sance was taken by the court.

Delhi police have filed one 
charge sheet and three sup-
plementary charge sheets. 
The prosecution has cited 
128 witnesses, and the inves-
tigation is ongoing. Petitioner 
has been in judicial custody 
for a long period since De-
cember 4, 2024, the senior 
advocate submitted.

Balyan and other persons 
are charge sheeted in a case 
linked with an organised 
crime syndicate allegedly run 
by absconding gangster Kapil 
Sangwan alias Nandu.

Delhi police have filed a 
supplementary charge sheet 
under sections 3 and 4 of 
MCOCA against Balyan.

In this case, Delhi police 
have charge sheeted the ac-
cused, namely Ritik alias Pe-
ter, Rohit alias Anna, Sachin 
Chikara, Naresh Balyan, 
Sahil alias Police, Vijay alias 
Kalu, Vikas Gehlot, Veenita, 
Jyoti Prakash alias Baba and 
others. Baba is the real broth-
er of Kapil Sangwan.

MI News Service, Pune:   
With Pune gearing up for the 
local body elections on Janu-
ary 15, District Collector Ji-
tendra Dudi on Monday said 
that all polling arrangements 
have been completed and se-
curity measures are firmly in 
place.

Speaking on the prepara-
tions, Dudi said, "The Elec-
tion will take place on 15 
January. All the necessary 
arrangements have been 
made. Nomination process 
completed 10 days ago. Poll-
ing parties will arrive on 14 
January here, and the police 
administration has taken all 
the measures regarding se-
curity arrangements..."

The elections are part of 
the Maharashtra State Elec-
tion Commission's announce-
ment to hold polls for 29 mu-
nicipal corporations across 
the state, including the Pune 
Municipal Corporation (PMC), 
the Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC), and the 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal 
Corporation (PCMC). Polling 
is scheduled for January 15, 
with counting to be held on 
January 16.

Political activity in Pune 
has intensified ahead of the 
PMC elections. National-
ist Congress Party (Sharad 
Pawar) MP Supriya Sule on 
Monday questioned the Ma-

hayuti government over ris-
ing crime in the city, stating 
that she has repeatedly writ-
ten to the Chief Minister on 
the issue. She also dismissed 
speculation about internal 
family differences, asserting 
that there have "never been 
any issues within the family," 
and said that her party has 
released a progressive man-
ifesto.

Her remarks came af-
ter NCP (SP) decided to join 
hands with the Ajit Pawar-led 
NCP for the Pune municipal 
elections.

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut 
launched a sharp attack on 
the ruling alliance, alleging 
that the Mahayuti cannot win 
elections without resorting 
to hooliganism and claiming 
that Pune, once known for its 
beauty, is now referred to as 
a "city of goons."

AIMIM chief Asaduddin 

Owaisi also weighed in on 
the political discourse, urg-
ing the Muslim community 
to develop its own political 
agency and vote for parties 
that foster organic Muslim 
leadership.

Criticising both the Ma-
hayuti and the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA), Owaisi alleged 
that parties including the 
Congress, both factions of the 
NCP, and the Shiv Sena have 
consistently opposed Muslim 
leadership.

Congress's top brass to discuss West Bengal elections on Jan 17

Delhi HC releases bail plea of Naresh Balyan, to be listed before special bench

"All necessary arrangements have been made": 
Pune District Collector Jitendra Dudi on local body polls

Two-Day Gayatri 
Mahayagna Concludes

Assam State Zoo authorities 
take precautionary measures to 
keep animals warm amid winter

Protest erupts in Shimla after death of 
Aanganwadi worker during Pulse Polio duty

Congress distances itself from LDF 
protest against Centre, calls it "fake agitation"

NOTICE
Know by all men/agent, 
that CE, RABINDRA  
MEDICAL CENTRE, 5 
Raja S.C. Mallick Road,  
Jadavpur, Kolkata : 700032, 
have closed down since 
16.08.2025. All medical 
equipment including USG 
machines to be handed 
over to respective vendors.

Sd/- 
Manager

Tender Notice
Percentage rate Tender  
invited vide NIeT No. 16/2025-
2026 With Vide Memo No.43/
En, Dated: 09-01-2026. Published 
Date: 10/01/2026 9.00 A.M by 
The Prodhan Manindranagar 
Gram Panchayat. Last date of  
Application 23/01/2026 up 
to 18.00 Hours, Interested  
contractors may visit NOTICE 
BOARD of Manindranagar Gram 
Panchayat, under Berhampore 
Block, MSD.

Sd/- Prodhan
Manindranagar Panchayat 

Manindranagar, Cossimbazar, 
Murshidabad.
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LOS ANGELES [US] : According
to a study published today in the
Journal of the American College
of Cardiology, bariatric surgery
is more effective at controlling
hypertension rates, or high
blood pressure, in people with
obesity and uncontrolled high
blood pressure, than blood
pressure medication alone.

People who had bariatric
surgery had a lower BMI and
were on fewer drugs after five
years while maintaining normal
blood pressure levels than those
who solely used antihyperten-
sive medications.

According to the CDC, the
U.S. obesity and hypertension
rates in adults are 41.9 per cent
and 45.4 per cent, respectively.

Obesity is a proven risk fac-
tor for cardiovascular disease
and a key contributor to high
blood pressure, both of which
can increase the chance of a
heart attack, stroke, and heart
failure.

"In clinical practice, obesity
is an overlooked condition. As a
consequence, there is a fre-
quent failure in approaching
obesity as a crucial step for mit-
igating the risk of important
cardiovascular risk factors
including hypertension," said
Carlos Aurelio Schiavon, MD,
FACS, lead author of the study
and a surgeon specializing in
bariatric surgery at Heart
Hospital and BP Hospital in Sao
Paulo.

Researchers in this study
looked at the impact of treating
obesity to lower high blood
pressure. While there are new
medications to treat obesity,
long-term adherence to medica-
tion can be challenging.

This study looks at bariatric
surgery as a better long-term
solution to control obesity and,
as a result, high blood pressure.

The GATEWAY trial included
100 people (76 per cent of
which were female) who had a
body mass index (BMI) of
around 36.9 kg/m2. All partici-
pants had hypertension and
were using at least two medica-
tions.

People with previous cardio-
vascular events and poorly con-

trolled Type 2 diabetes were
excluded. Subjects were
assigned to either Roux-en-Y
gastric bypass with medical
therapy or medial therapy alone
and the primary outcome was
reduction of at least 30 per cent
antihypertensive medications
while maintaining blood pres-
sure levels less than 140/90
mmHg at five years.

At five years, BMI was 28.01
Kg/m2 for those who received
bariatric surgery and 36.40
Kg/m2 for those on medical
therapy alone. People who had
bariatric surgery had an 80.7
per cent reduction in the num-
ber of medications they were
taking compared to a 13.7 per
cent reduction in those only
using medical therapy.

Hypertension remission,
defined as controlled blood
pressure without medications,
was 46.9 per cent in those who
underwent bariatric surgery
compared to 2.4 per cent in
those on medical therapy alone.

"Our results underscore the
importance of approaching obe-
sity in reducing hypertension
rates," Schiavon said.

Limitations of the study
included that it was a single-
centre, open-label study with a
small sample size and there was
loss of follow-up in some
patients.

In an accompanying editori-
al comment, Michael Hall, MD,
MSc, professor and chair of the
Department of Medicine at the
University of Mississippi
Medical Center, said the study
provides important long-term
data on the benefits of gastric
bypass on weight loss and blood
pressure control, but questions
remain.

"Further studies assessing
the threshold for bariatric sur-
gery in people with obesity, opti-
mal timing of bariatric surgery
in obese people with car-
diometabolic diseases, type of
bariatric surgery and compara-
tive studies of obesity pharma-
cotherapies and bariatric sur-
gery are needed to clarify the
optimal treatment pathways for
this common and growing dis-
ease," he said. 

Weight loss surgery is more
effective in controlling
hypertension rates: Study

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Males born to obese
mothers are more likely to be overweight at birth
and suffer metabolic issues later in life, such as
liver disease or diabetes.

The way that male sex hormones activate path-
ways in the developing liver is partly to blame.

That's the finding from a new study led by
University of South Australia (UniSA) researchers
looking at the impact of maternal obesity on fetal
liver androgen signalling.

Male fetuses of obese pregnant women have
different signals that are activated by male sex
hormones in the liver, which encourages them to
prioritise growth at the expense of their health.

UniSA researcher Dr Ashley Meakin says
androgens give men their male characteristics and
are crucial in their development, but if there are
too many, male fetuses grow too large, causing not
only problems at birth, but impacting liver function
as an adult.

Female fetuses exposed to excess testosterone
from an obese pregnancy are wired to switch off
the androgen pathway in the liver, restricting their
growth and lowering the risks of metabolic disor-
ders in adulthood.

"We know there are sex differences in metabol-
ic disorders in later life in response to maternal
obesity," DrMeakin says.

"Men are more prone to non-alcohol fatty liver
diseases and diabetes as an adult if their mother is
obese during pregnancy and their birth weight is
above 4 kg (9 lb 15 oz).

"They are genetically wired to prioritise andro-
gens because it supports the development of male
characteristics - including size - but too much
androgen is bad."

Study lead author Professor Janna Morrison,
Head of the Early Origins of Adult Health Research
Group at UniSA, says it's a fine balance for women
getting the right nutrition in pregnancy to ensure
optimal conditions for their unborn child to flour-
ish.

"There are also risks for offspring being mal-
nourished during pregnancy," she says. "If you are
too little, too big, born too early, or a male, you are
more vulnerable to negative outcomes later in life.
You need the Goldilocks pregnancy: you must be
the right size, born at the right time."

Prof Morrison says unless society changes its
approach to nutrition, it will be an uphill battle to
reduce obesity and associated health issues, from
the womb into adulthood.

"As a society, we urgently need to address obe-
sity. If children were taught early on about the
importance of healthy eating, it would carry
through into adulthood, including during pregnan-
cy, where the right nutrition is so important."

DrMeakin says in the intervening period, sup-
plements that address nutritional imbalances in
pregnancy could provide the fetus with the best
chance of optimal development.

The liver androgen signalling study, recently
published in Life Sciences, is among a series of
studies by Prof Morrison and colleagues that inves-
tigates the impact of maternal under- and over-
nutrition on the placenta, heart, lung, and liver. 

Males born to
obese moms more
likely to develop
health issues as
adults: Research

WASHINGTON : According to new research, weight loss
therapies may lower the risk of severe flu cases and other
infections in patients suffering from diabetes.

The research will be presented at the annual meeting
of the European Association for the Study of Diabetes
(EASD) in Madrid, Spain (9-13 September).

The study by Rhian Hopkins and Ethan de Villiers, of
the University of Exeter Medical School, University of
Exeter, Exeter, in the United Kingdom, there is evidence to
support the link between severe illnesses and a higher
BMI. In contrast, there was no evidence that mild hyper-
glycamia contributes to the likelihood of a severe infection.

Hopkins says: "Up to one in three hospitalisations in
people with diabetes are for infections and people with
diabetes are twice as likely to be hospitalised with infec-
tions than the general population. They are also at high
risk of readmission."

"Previous studies have found that a higher BMI and
poor blood sugar control are associated with severe infec-
tions. However, these studies have been observational and
so haven't been able to prove that the links are causal."

"If one or both of these factors can be shown to be
causal, it may be possible to design interventions to lower
the risk of severe infections in those at high risk, such as
people with diabetes." The new study used data from the
UK Biobank, which holds medical and genetic data on
around 500,000 people in the UK, to explore the effect of
higher BMI and poor blood sugar control on hospitalisa-
tion for bacterial and viral infections. The 486,924 partic-
ipants were classified into three groups: those with a
record of hospitalisation for a bacterial infection, such as
pneumonia or a urinary tract infection, (n=64,005) or a
viral infection, such as flu, (n=14,562) and an infection-
free control group (n=408,357). A higher BMI was found to
be associated with hospitalisation with infections. The

likelihood of being hospitalised with a bacterial infection
increased by 30 per cent per 5-point increase in BMI
(for instance, an increase in BMI from 30 kg/m2 to 35
kg/m2). Similarly, every five-point increase in BMI was
associated with a 32 per cent increase in the likelihood
a severe viral infection. Mild hyperglycaemia was also
found to be associated with severe infections. The like-
lihood of being hospitalised with a bacterial infection
increased by 32 per cent per 10mmol/mol increase in
HbA1c, a measure of blood sugar levels. Similarly, every
10mmol/mol increase in HbA1c was associated with a
29 per cent increase in the likelihood of a severe viral
infection. The team then used Mendelian randomisa-
tion, a technique that uses genetic information to estab-
lish whether a factor actually causes ill health, to deter-
mine if the relationships were causal. This suggested
that a higher BMI is one of the causes of severe bacter-
ial and viral infections. However, mild hyperglycaemia
did not appear to be a cause of severe infections.

The study didn't focus on individuals with diabetes.
However, given how vulnerable they are to infections,
the results may be of particular relevance to them, says
Hopkins. She adds: "Infections are a major cause of
death and ill health, particularly in people with dia-
betes. Anyone admitted to hospital with a severe infec-
tion is also at high risk of being admitted again with
another. However, we currently have few effective ways
to prevent this."

"This study demonstrates that higher BMI is a cause
of hospital admission with infection. Clinicians could
discuss weight loss options for people with a high BMI at
risk of severe infections and readmission to hospital for
infection."

"While this message may be particularly relevant to
people with diabetes, it applies more widely, too."

Study finds how weight loss could reduce
chances of severe infections in diabetic people

Patna : itel, one of India's leading tech brands of
India, has partnered with Lallantop as a co-spon-
sor for the Lallantop Bihar Adda. The on-ground
public forum brought together for an open conver-
sation with audiences from across Bihar. The
Bihar Adda brought together an impressive line-
up of prominent voices from cinema, education
and popular culture, creating an electrifying
atmosphere for attendees. The much-awaited
mega-event took place on 10th January at the
iconic Bapu Sabhagar in Patna's Gandhi Maidan
and was inaugurated by the Chief Secretary of
Bihar, Shri Pratyaya Amrit. The star student event
was also graced by the presence of deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar, Shri Samrat Chowdhary.

Famous actors like Pawan Singh, Pulkit
Samrat and Amrapali Dubey lit up the stage, while
captivating performances by social media star
Satish Ray and RJ Anjali left the crowd enthralled.
Building on the momentum of past events, this
year's Lallantop Adda drew a massive footfall
from students, young professionals, creators, and
families - adding yet another memorable chapter
to the event's vibrant legacy. The event was a live,
interactive platform that reflected the region's
socio-political pulse through candid discussions,
storytelling, and audience engagement. itel's asso-
ciation with the Lallantop Bihar Adda closely
aligns with its broader commitment of building
deeply resonant connections with consumers
through culturally relevant platforms. This part-
nership between itel and The Lallantop Adda is a
testament to itel's dedication towards empower-
ing masses of Bharat by providing access to
durable and reliable technology.

About itel 
Established over 16 years, itel is a reliable

smart life brand for everyone. Adopting "Enjoy
Better Life" as its brand philosophy, itel's mission
is to provide budget-friendly consumer electronic
products to everyone. It democratizes technology
by giving entry to technology and connectedness
to consumers without prior access to it. After
more than 16 years of development, itel has
expanded its presence in more than 50 emerging
markets globally. itel has a product portfolio of
smartphones, TV, accessories, electrics, speakers,
home appliances and laptop products and in 2021,
it ranked No.1 Global Smartphone brand under
$75 and No.1 feature phone brand.

itel Partners with
Lallantop to Present
Bihar Adda - A Mega

Cultural Festival for All

Ranchi : Under the guidance of Hon'ble
Mr. Justice-cum-Executive Chairman,
JHALSA, Mr. Sujit Narayan Prasad, and
under the leadership of Hon'ble
Judicial Commissioner, Ranchi, Mr.
Anil Kumar Mishra-1, the legal aware-
ness programe to protect youth from
drug abuse, under the NALSA Scheme
'DAWN-2025', concluded today,
January 12, 2026. On the occasion of
the closing ceremony, a special youth
conference and seminar were organ-
ized, in which Hon'ble Judicial Anil
Kumar Mishra-1, Mr. Atul Gera, Head
of Life Savers NGO, Mr. Shariq Umar,
Superintendent NCB, Mr. Rakesh
Raushan, Secretary, DLSA, Mr.
Prashant Kumar Verma, Registrar-
cum-Judge-in-Charge, members of
LADCS, renowned artist and director of
Kalakriti School, Mr. Dhananjay Kumar
and students of Kalakriti School, stu-

dents of Kasturba Gandhi Girls' School,
PLVs and others were present. The
closing ceremony was inaugurated by
lighting the lamp. The stage was man-
aged by the DLSA Secretary and the
anchoring was done by Roshni
Sharma.

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice said that
the legal awareness program under the
NALSA DAWN Scheme-2025, which
ran from January 5, 2026 to January
12, 2026, to protect youth from drug
abuse, concluded today with the cele-
bration of National Youth Day. Today,
the students present should draw inspi-
ration from the teachings of Swami
Vivekananda so that they can strength-
en the values of discipline, character,
and service. The Honorable Judicial
Commissioner also discussed with the
children present the dangers of drug
abuse and its harmful effects.

It is noteworthy that the Honorable
Justice himself presented certificates
and shields to the students of Kalakriti
School and Kasturba Gandhi Girls'
School. Other dignitaries on the stage
also presented certificates to the chil-
dren.

In the painting competition at
Kasturba Gandhi Girls' School, Kanke,
Ranchi, Jaya Kumari received the first
prize, Shweta Kumari the second, and
Kritika Kumari the third prize and cer-
tificates. In the essay competition (sen-
ior section), Sandeepa Kumari Bedia
received the first prize, Tanu Kumari
the second, and Dipshikha Kumari
Bedia the third prize and certificates.
In the essay competition (junior sec-
tion), Roshni Kumari received the first
prize, Lakshmi Kumari the second, and
Namrata Kumari the third prize and
certificates, which were presented by
the Honorable Justice and the chief
guests on the stage.

It is also worth mentioning that the
students of Kasturba Gandhi Girls'
School organized a painting exhibition,
where the Honorable Justice and other
guests viewed the artwork on display.
The children also explained their art-
work.

It should be noted that under the
NALSA 'Dawn' Scheme-2025, more
than 7375 programs were organized
during the seven days of Youth Week,
and more than 2,18,750 people partic-
ipated in the NALSA 'Dawn' Scheme-
2025 and took a pledge against drug
abuse.

This information was provided by
DALSA Secretary, Mr. Rakesh Roshan.

New Delhi : The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), under the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to enhancing quality and safe-
ty in Ayurveda through robust stan-
dardisation. 

The BIS successfully organised a
national-level workshop in collabora-
tion with the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE) through its
Division of Ayurveda, Centre for
Integrative Medicine and Research.

The event, exclusively designed for
faculty members, researchers, start-
ups, and industry representatives
engaged in the Ayurveda sector, wit-
nessed the participation of nearly 180
delegates from across the country. It
marked a significant milestone in the
collective journey towards strengthen-
ing quality, safety, and global accept-
ance of Ayurveda. "BIS is committed to

strengthening quality and safety in
Ayurveda through robust and inclusive
standardisation mechanisms," said
Shrishti Dixit, Head of the AYUSH
Department, BIS. She highlighted that
standards form the foundation of trust,
which is essential for the international
recognition and wider adoption of
Ayurveda.

The workshop theme, inspired by
BIS's guiding motto "Manakah Patha

Pradarshaka" highlighted the critical
role of standards in harmonising clas-
sical Ayurvedic wisdom with modern
scientific and regulatory frameworks.

"The workshop represents an
important step toward bridging tradi-
tional knowledge with contemporary
requirements through structured and
meaningful standardisation," said
Jayant Deopujari, Chairperson of the
Ayurveda Sectional Committee, BIS.

He underscored the collective
responsibility of all stakeholders to
position Ayurveda as a globally trusted
healthcare system.

Dr. Sharath K Rao, Pro Vice-
Chancellor - Health Sciences, MAHE,
Manipal, stressed the urgent need for
standardisation in traditional systems
such as Ayurveda. He assured full insti-
tutional support from MAHE and its
various divisions in advancing this
national initiative of the government.

The discussions focused on multi-
disciplinary collaboration, the role of
standards in nurturing Ayurveda start-
ups, and the responsibility of the indus-
try in driving quality and compliance.
Participants actively engaged in open
discussions, sharing innovative ideas
and practical insights on advancing
standardization in Ayurveda.

Raghavendra Naik, Scientist-C, BIS,
emphasised the importance of interdis-
ciplinary research, strong academia-
industry partnerships. He also called
for targeted capacity-building initia-
tives to create a sustainable and collab-
orative ecosystem involving academia,
industry, and policymakers for
Ayurveda standardisation.

The objective of the 'DAWN' Scheme-2025 is to pro-
tect youth from drug abuse : Judicial Commissioner

BIS committed to enhancing
quality, safety in Ayurveda

through robust standardisation

Raghavendra Naik, Scientist-C,
BIS, emphasised the importance of
interdisciplinary research, strong
academia-industry partnerships.
He also called for targeted capaci-
ty-building initiatives to create a
sustainable and collaborative
ecosystem involving academia,
industry, and policymakers for
Ayurveda standardisation.
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MI News Service, 12 Jan 
2026, Kolkata:   Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi will 
flag off new Amrit Bharat Ex-
press trains on 18.01.2026 
viz, Santragachi - Tambaram 
Amrit Bharat Expres, Howrah 
- Anand Vihar Amrit Bharat 
Express and Sealdah - Banaras 
Amrit Bharat Express.

Amrit Bharat Express is a 
new generation train intro-
duced for affordable, safe and 
long distance inter-state travel. 
Designed with modern, state-
of-the-art amenities, the Amrit 
Bharat Express trains ensure 
enhanced passenger comfort, 
convenience and a superior 
travel experience. 

1)   16107/16108 Tambaram 
- Santragachi - Tambaram Am-
rit Bharat Express

16107 Tambaram-Sant-

ragachi Amrit Bharat Express 
will leave Tambaram every Fri-
day at 15:30 hrs and will reach 
Santragachi at 20:15 hrs, the 
next day. In the return direc-
tion, 16108 Santragachi - Tam-
baram Amrit Bharat Express 
will leave Santragachi every 
Saturday at 23:55 hrs and will 
arrive Tambaram at 10:00 hrs, 
the third day.

The train will have stop-
pages at Chennai Egmore, 
Sulerpeta, Nellore, Ongole, 
Chirala, Tenali, Vijayawada 
Jn, Eluru, Rajahmundry, Sa-
malkot, Anakapalle, Duvvada, 
Pendurti, Kothavalasa, Viz-
ianagaram, Srikakulam Road, 
Palasa, Brahmapur, Balugaon, 
Khurda Road. Bhubaneswar, 
Cuttack, Jajpur Keonjhar 
Road, Bhadrak, Balasore and 
Kharagpur

2)   13065/13066 Howrah - 
Anand Vihar - Howrah Amrit 
Bharat Express

13065 Howrah-Anand Vi-
har Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Howrah every Thursday 
at 23:10 hrs and will reach 
Anand Vihar at 02:50 hrs, the 
third day. In the return direc-
tion, 13066 Anand Vihar - 
Howrah Amrit Bharat Express 
will leave Anand Vihar every 
Saturday at 05:15 hrs and will 
arrive Howrah at 10:50 hrs, 
the next day.

The train will have stoppag-
es at Asansol, Durgapur, Bard-
dhaman, Bandel, Pt. Deen Day-
al Upadhyaya, Bhabua Road, 
Sasaram, Dehri On Son, An-
ugraha Narayan Road, Gaya, 
Koderma, Parasnath, NSCB 
Gomoh, Dhanbad, Varanasi, 
Jaunpur City, Sultanpur, Maha-

raja Bijli Pasi (Nihalgarh), Luc-
know, Shahjahanpur, Bareilly, 
Moradabad, Gajraula, Hapur 
and Ghaziabad

3)   22588/22587 Banaras 
– Sealdah - Banaras Amrit 
Bharat Express

22588 Banaras-Sealdah 
Amrit Bharat Express will 
leave Banaras every Sunday, 
Tuesday and Friday at 22:10 
hrs and will reach Sealdah at 
09:55 hrs, the next day. In the 
return direction, 22587 Seal-
dah- Banaras Amrit Bharat 
Express will leave Sealdah ev-
ery Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday at 19:30 hrs and will 
arrive Banaras at 07:20 hrs, 
the next day.

The train will have stop-
pages at Pt. Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya, Patna, Jasidih, Madhu-
pur, Asansol and Durgapur

MI News Service, 12 Jan 2026, 
Kolkata:   Indian Railways’ 
growth story has often been 
told through iconic landmarks, 
high-speed ambitions and 
marquee inaugurations. Yet, 
the true measure of a nation-
al transport system lies in how 
consistently it serves the every-
day traveller. The Amrit Bharat 
Express trains are an afford-
able and reliable Rail connec-
tivity, linking far-off regions 
often separated by geography 
and opportunity.

Conceived as a special offer-
ing of the Amrit Kaal, the Amrit 
Bharat Express brings seam-
less, non-AC long-distance 
travel to the common passen-
ger at fares of less than ₹500 
per thousand kilometres. For 
millions who depend on Indian 
Railways for work, education 
and livelihood, it offers modern 
facilities without the burden of 
high fares.

Amrit Bharat Express trains 
emphasise comfort and seam-
less Rail connectivity for its 
passengers. Their design re-
flects a new approach to Rail 
travel, one that prioritises pas-
senger convenience, energy 
efficiency and environmental 
responsibility. As an indigenous 
train, Amrit Bharat Express 
also strengthens the spirit of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, showcas-
ing home-grown engineering 
aligned with India’s operation-
al needs.

Speaking at the launch of 
the service, the Prime Minis-
ter described the Amrit Bharat 

Express as the country’s latest 
modern train, following the 
Vande Bharat Express and 
Namo Bharat Rapid Rail. To-
gether, the three represent a 
broader transformation un-
derway in Indian Railways, 
one that is now translating into 
tangible benefits for everyday 
passengers across regions. On 
the 17th and 18th January, the 
Nation will see a leap in this 
journey of modernisation with 
the launch of Amrit Bharat 
Sleeper trains. With an aero-
dynamic design and the capa-
bility to run at speeds of up to 
180 kmph, these world-class 
trains will reduce travel time 
for long-distance journeys.

Till now, 30 Amrit Bharat 
Express train services have 
been operating in the coun-
try since the service was first 
launched in December 2023. 
On 17th January 2026, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi will flag off a series of 
Amrit Bharat Express trains 
from West Bengal to different 
parts of the country. Tentative 
names of Amrit Bharat Express 
trains announced for West 
Bengal are:

1. New Jalpaiguri - Nager-
coil Amrit Bharat Express

2. New Jalpaiguri - Tiruchi-
rappalli Amrit Bharat Express

3. Alipurduar - Bengaluru 
Amrit Bharat Express

4. Alipurduar - Mumbai 
(Panvel) Amrit Bharat Express

Stretching from the sub-Hi-
malayan foothills in West 
Bengal to the southern tip of 

the country in Tamil Nadu, 
the New Jalpaiguri - Nager-
coil Amrit Bharat Express will 
traverse multiple linguistic, 
cultural and economic zones. 
For migrant workers, students, 
traders and families, it is set to 
become a dependable link.

Equally significant is the 
New Jalpaiguri - Tiruchirap-
palli Amrit Bharat Express, 
which links North Bengal with 
central Tamil Nadu’s educa-
tional and manufacturing cen-
tres. By offering a direct and 
affordable option on a corri-
dor traditionally dependent on 
fragmented connections, the 
service simplifies long-distance 
travel for thousands who rou-
tinely travel between eastern 
India and the south.

Similarly, the Alipurdu-
ar - Bengaluru Amrit Bharat 
Express will strengthen links 
between the Dooars region in 
West Bengal and the southern 
industrial ecosystem in Karna-
taka. Alipurduar’s strategic lo-
cation near international bor-
ders and forested terrain has 
often translated into isolation. 
A direct Amrit Bharat Express 
to Bengaluru will serve as an 
economic and social link for the 
people of the region.

Completing this eastern arc 
is the Alipurduar - Mumbai 
(Panvel) Amrit Bharat Express, 
which reflects east-west in-
tegration. Mumbai remains 
India’s most established com-
mercial centre, while Panvel 
is emerging as a major transit 
and logistics hub. For business 

passengers from North Bengal 
and adjoining regions, a direct, 
comfortable train to Panvel, 
Mumbai, will reduce travel un-
certainty at affordable fares.

From a technical perspec-
tive, the Amrit Bharat Express 
places strong emphasis on 
safety and passenger com-
fort. Semi-automatic couplers 
reduce noise and jolts during 
coupling operations, while de-
formation tubes help absorb 
impact in the event of acci-
dents. Push-pull technology en-
hances operational efficiency 
and performance.

Passenger-focused features 
include foldable snack tables, 
mobile and bottle holders, ra-
dium floor strips, comfortable 
seating and improved berths. 
Toilets are equipped with 
electro-pneumatic flushing 
systems, automatic soap dis-
pensers and fire suppression 
mechanisms, with special pro-
visions for divyangjan passen-
gers. Fast charging points for 
every passenger and a pantry 
car further enhance long-dis-
tance travel comfort.

With a focus on operation-
al reliability and affordability, 
these modern trains cater to 
the largest segment of Indian 
Railways’ passengers, those 
who travel far, often and out 
of necessity. By directly linking 
New Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar 
with Nagercoil, Tiruchirappalli, 
Panvel (Mumbai) and Bengalu-
ru, Indian Railways is underlin-
ing its role as the Lifeline of the 
Nation.

MI News Service, 12 Jan 2026, 
Kolkata:   A sustained trans-
formation is unfolding across 
eastern and north-eastern In-
dia. In Assam and West Bengal, 
Railways are emerging as criti-
cal instruments of regional in-
tegration and inclusive mobility, 
empowering economic growth.

In Assam, Railways are con-
necting terrain to opportunity. 
For a region once challenged by 
distance and difficult terrain, 
the change has been profound. 
More than 416 kilometres of 
new Railway tracks have been 
laid in the last five years alone, 
strengthening links between 
trade centres and remote com-
munities. Today, Assam’s rail 
network stretches across 2,571 
route kilometres and over 
4,199 track kilometres, quietly 
stitching together economies to 
everyday life.

Electrification has added a 
new rhythm to this network. 
Nearly the entire Railway sys-
tem in Assam is now electrified, 
bringing cleaner operations 
and smoother journeys. Trains 
that once ran on diesel now 
glide end to end on electric trac-
tion. The Dibrugarh-Kanya-
kumari Vivek Express and the 
Dibrugarh-New Delhi Rajdhani 
Express are living examples of 
this transition, offering fast-
er and more energy-efficient 
long-distance travel that car-
ries Assam more confidently 
into the national mainstream.

Stations, the public face of the 
Railways, are also finding new 
identities. Fifty stations across 
Assam are being renewed un-
der the Amrit Bharat Station 

Scheme. Haibargaon, the first 
to be completed, opened in 
May 2025 as a symbol of this 
shift. Its open spaces, upgrad-
ed waiting halls and accessible 
facilities reflect a broader belief 
that travel should be dignified, 
safe and welcoming. Lifts, es-
calators and Wi-Fi connectivity 
across more than two hundred 
stations are changing what pas-
sengers can expect from every-
day rail journeys.

Safety and sustainability 
have moved to the centre of 
planning. Road bridges and un-
derpasses have eased conges-
tion at crossings. Level cross-
ings have been closed to make 
travel safer. The deployment of 
India’s first AI-based intrusion 
detection system in elephant 
corridors reflects a rare blend 
of conservation and technol-
ogy, protecting wildlife while 
safeguarding rail operations. 
Alongside this, Assam has 
joined the semi high-speed era 
with the Guwahati New-Jalpai-
guri Vande Bharat Express, a 
quiet signal that the North East 
is no longer on the margins of 
modern rail travel.

West Bengal reflects a par-
allel story of rapid transforma-
tion. Here, the Rail network has 
been expanding with an urgen-
cy that mirrors the state’s dense 
population and industrial pulse. 
Since 2014, more than 1,362 
kilometres of new lines have 
been added, a length longer 
than the entire rail network of 
the United Arab Emirates. New 
connections like the Mandar 
Hill Rampurhat have reshaped 
mobility in interior districts, 

while the Haldibari border link 
has reopened international cor-
ridors that once defined the re-
gion’s trading spirit.

Doubling and Third Line 
projects have relieved pressure 
on busy routes, allowing subur-
ban, freight and long distance 
services to move more smooth-
ly. Gauge conversions have 
removed old bottlenecks, en-
abling trains to run faster and 
more reliably across previously 
constrained sections. These 
improvements are quietly influ-
encing how people commute, 
how goods move and how in-
dustries plan their logistics.

Station redevelopment has 
emerged as one of the most 
visible signs of change. One 
hundred and one stations in 
West Bengal are being trans-
formed under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme. Three of them 
were inaugurated in May 2025, 
offering passengers upgraded 
platforms, better circulation 
areas and modern amenities 
that make stations feel less 
like transit points and more 
like public spaces. At the same 
time, nearly ninety thousand 
crore rupees worth of railway 
works are underway across the 
state, shaping new corridors, 
safer systems and future-ready 
infrastructure.

The Kolkata region has also 
seen a major expansion of met-
ro Rail, adding more kilome-
tres in just over a decade than 
it did in the four decades before 
that. New generation trains 
such as Vande Bharat and Am-
rit Bharat Express services are 
bringing speed and comfort to 

corridors that connect Bengal 
with the rest of the country, 
strengthening economic and 
social ties across states.

West Bengal stands at the 
threshold of its next leap, 
where improved coordination 
and streamlined land process-
es can quickly translate sanc-
tioned projects into on-ground 
milestones. Entire corridors 
meant to serve industrial belts, 
coastal regions and rural in-
teriors are still waiting to be 
built. These gaps underline a 
simple truth that development 
moves fastest when central vi-
sion and state execution move 
in step.

Together, Assam and West 
Bengal reflect two powerful 
faces of India’s rail transfor-
mation. One shows how a re-
gion long shaped by geography 
can be gently opened through 
steady connectivity. The oth-
er shows how a populous and 
industrial state can be re-en-
ergised through modern corri-
dors and upgraded stations. In 
both, the Railways are becom-
ing more than infrastructure. 
They are becoming enablers of 
access, opportunity and dignity 
of travel.

The East is no longer waiting 
at the margins. With expand-
ing rail corridors and renewed 
stations, it is stepping into the 
centre of India’s growth sto-
ry, where movement becomes 
momentum and connectivity 
becomes confidence. From the 
Brahmaputra to the Bay of 
Bengal, Railways are quietly 
building the next chapter of the 
East.

MI News Service, 12 Jan 2026, 
Bhubaneswar:   East Coast Rail-
way has recorded encouraging 
performance in freight loading 
during the current financial 
year, reflecting sustained de-
mand across key commodity 
groups and improved logistics 
efficiency. During the period up 
to December, East Coast Railway 
achieved a total freight loading 
of 209.97 million tonnes, reg-
istering a growth of 11% over 
the corresponding period of 
last year. The performance also 
shows a 4% increase over the set 
target, highlighting consistent 
operational momentum.

Commodity wise performance 
indicates notable growth in sev-
eral segments. Loading of fertil-
izers increased significantly by 
40%, while finished steel regis-
tered a growth of 31%. Iron ore 
loading rose by 20%, and food 
grains recorded an increase 
of 16%, underscoring the Rail-
way’s crucial role in supporting 
agriculture and core industries. 
Coal, the principal commodity, 
maintained steady performance, 
ensuring uninterrupted supply 

to power and industrial sectors.
Several key initiatives have 

been instrumental in achieving 
this remarkable success, includ-
ing:

The construction and com-
missioning of new rail lines, 
along with the doubling and 
third & fourth line projects, 
boosting connectivity across the 
region.

 Linking industries with min-
eral belts and ports through an 
expanded rail infrastructure, 
strengthening the zone’s posi-
tion as a critical freight hub.

Continued collaboration and 
planning with various govern-
ment agencies and industries to 
ensure the timely and efficient 
movement of goods.

East Coast Railway contin-
ues to raise the bar in freight 
transportation, setting new 
benchmarks for operational ex-
cellence and contributing to the 
economic growth of the nation. 
The zone remains committed to 
enhancing its capabilities and 
providing sustainable and effi-
cient transportation solutions 
for the future.

MI News Service, 12 Jan 2026, Malda:   
Under the guidance of *Shri Manish Kumar 
Gupta, Divisional Railway Manager, Malda* 
, and the supervision of Shri Indrajeet, Se-
nior Divisional Personnel Officer, Malda, an 
*Essay, Drawing and Elocution Competition* 
was organised across several prominent 
schools in Malda — including *Barlow Girls’ 
High School, Ramakrishna Mission School, 
Shishu Bihar English Academy, St. Xavier’s 
High School and other schools* The pro-
gramme was conducted in connection with 
the upcoming inauguration of *India’s first 
Vande Bharat Sleeper Train, to operate be-
tween Howrah and Guwahati (Kamakhya),* 
thereby strengthening the link between 
the Eastern Region of West Bengal and the 
North Eastern Region of Assam.

The competitions aimed to raise aware-
ness among students about the importance 
of modern railway infrastructure, techno-
logical innovation, and the transformative 

impact of the Vande Bharat Sleeper Train 
on long-distance travel, regional connec-
tivity, and national integration. The central 
theme highlighted the pride associated with 
the nation’s first sleeper version of the Vande 
Bharat train and its significance for passen-
gers of Eastern and North Eastern India.

A large number of students participated 

enthusiastically, showcasing their creativity, 
knowledge and communication skills. Their 
colourful drawings, thoughtful essays, and 
impactful speeches reflected a strong un-
derstanding of Indian Railways’ continuous 
efforts toward modernisation and improved 
passenger experience.

*The initiative also sought to inspire 
young minds to embrace the vision of “Viksit 
Bangla, Viksit Bharat”,* promoting the mes-
sage of unity, development and transforma-
tion so they may emerge as the architects of 
a progressive India.

Teachers and school authorities appreci-
ated the initiative and encouraged students 
to actively engage in nation-building activ-
ities through such programmes. The event 
concluded with appreciation for all partic-
ipants and reaffirmed Eastern Railway’s 
commitment to involving youth and fostering 
awareness about major milestones in Indian 
Railways.

MI News Service, 12 Jan 2026, 
Kolkata:     Incident overview 
Earlier this morning, a fire 
broke out in a shop adjacent to 
the Baghajatin Railway Station 
premises. The blaze caused 
immediate panic among com-
muters and locals; however, 
after the swift intervention of 
the Fire Services and Railway 
officials, the fire was brought 
under control before it could 
spread further into the station 
area. No casualties and no any 
movement affected have been 
reported, although the shop 
sustained significant damage.

Divisional authority in coor-
dination with local authorities, 
has initiated a formal enquiry. 
Preliminary assessments sug-
gest that the storage or use of 
inflammable materials might 
have played a role.

This incident brings back 
memories of a similar fire 
that occurred in the past near 
Santoshpur Station. In that in-
stance, fires in unauthorized or 
adjacent shops led to massive 
operational disruptions and 
posed a severe threat to rail-
way infrastructure and pas-
senger safety.

In light of this morning's 
event, all are requested for..
• Avoid Inflammable Materials 
and Strict instructions have 
been issued to refrain from us-
ing or storing highly flammable 
substances within or adjacent 
to station premises.
• To protect railway assets any 
fire near the tracks or station 
buildings endangers expensive 
Railway assets, including sig-
nalling systems and overhead 
wires, which are vital for train 
operations.
• Passenger safety is priority, 
one act of negligence can lead 
to a major catastrophe, caus-
ing immense hardship and risk 
to thousands of daily passen-
gers.

Divisional Railway Manag-
er, Sealdah Sri Rajeev Saxena, 
also stated the safety of our 
passengers is our top priority. 
Using fire near railway tracks 
is not only illegal but also dan-
gerous. It can damage railway 
property, disrupt operations, 
and endanger the lives of pas-
sengers and railway personnel. 
We urge everyone to be mind-
ful of their actions and help us 
ensure a safe travel experience 
for all.

Sealdah Division, is commit-
ted to ensure the safety and 
security of its passengers and 
employees. We urge everyone 
to cooperate with us in pre-
venting such incidents and pro-
moting safe travel for all.

MI News Service, New York:   
US President Donald Trump de-
scribed himself as the “Acting 
President of Venezuela” in a 
Truth Social post, using a pic-
ture of his purported Wikipedia 
profile on Monday, January 12.

The post on Truth Social on 
Sunday has Trump’s official por-
trait and then the designation 
“Acting President of Venezuela, 
“Incumbent January 2026.”

It also has his designation as 
the 45th and 47th President of 
the United States, who assumed 
office on January 20, 2025.

Earlier this month, the US 
carried out a “large-scale” 
strike against Venezuela, cap-

turing the country’s leader, 
Nicolas Maduro, who, along 
with his wife Cilia Flores, was 
flown to New York, where they 
were indicted on narco-terror-
ism conspiracy charges.

Trump has said that the US 
will “run Venezuela until we 
can do a safe, proper and judi-
cious transition. We can’t take a 
chance that someone else takes 
over Venezuela who doesn’t 
have the interests of Venezue-
lans in mind.”

Venezuela’s vice president 
and oil minister, Delcy Rodri-
guez, was formally sworn in as 
the country’s interim president 
last week.

Trump had said that the in-
terim authorities in Venezuela 
will be turning over between 
30 and 50 million barrels of 
“high-quality, sanctioned oil” to 
the US, which will be sold at its 
market price.

“That money will be con-
trolled by me, as President of 
the United States of America, 
to ensure it is used to benefit 
the people of Venezuela and 
the United States! I have asked 
Energy Secretary Chris Wright 
to execute this plan immediate-
ly. It will be taken by storage 
ships and brought directly to 
unloading docks in the United 
States.”

MI News Service, Gaza:   Hos-
sam al-Astal, a former Pales-
tinian Authority security officer 
who leads an anti-Hamas militia 
group that he says has Israel’s 
backing, claims responsibility 
for the killing of senior Hamas 
police officer Ahmed al-Astal in 
nearby Mawasi this morning.

“We announce today the as-

sassination of the head of inves-
tigations in Khan Younis,” the 
head of the group based near 
southern Gaza’s Khan Younis 
says in a video message posted 
to his Facebook page.

He threatens to to keep tar-
geting Hamas officials and 
points to guns and ammunitions 
that he says are spoils of his mi-

litia’s battles. Pointing to a faint 
red stain on a semi-automatic 
rifle, he says, “this is blood of the 
Hamas dogs and pigs.”

Hamas’s interior ministry 
announced this morning that 
the police officer was killed in a 
drive-by shooting from a car oc-
cupied by “agents of the Israeli 
occupation.”

MI News Service, Moscow:   
The Russian Foreign Ministry 
on Sunday rebuked British De-
fence Secretary John Healey's 
remarks about "abducting" 
President Vladimir Putin.

Maria Zakharova, the min-
istry's spokesperson, called the 
remarks "the obscene fantasies 
of British deviants" during an 
appearance on the Russian TV 
channel TV Tsentr.

On Friday, Healey said he 
would "take Putin into custody 
and hold him accountable for 
war crimes" when asked by 
Ukrainian media which world 
leader he would like to abduct

MI News Service, Kiev:   
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky on Monday sub-
mitted bills to the parliament 
proposing the extension of the 
country's current martial law 
and mobilization, the parlia-
ment's press service reported.

If approved, both measures 
would be extended for an ad-
ditional 90 days, until May 4.

Lawmaker Yaroslav Zhele-
znyak said parliament is ex-
pected to consider the bills 
later this week.

The martial law and gen-
eral mobilization have been 
extended multiple times since 
they were first introduced in 
February 2022 in response 
to the ongoing conflict with 
Russia. 

MI News Service, Islamabad:    
Five policemen were killed 
and several others injured in 
a bomb attack on a police ve-
hicle in Pakistan's northwest 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
province on Monday, police 
officials said.

The incident happened 
when an improvised explo-
sive device exploded near an 
armored police vehicle in the 
Gomal area of Tank district of 
the province, according to the 
police officials in the area.

The police vehicle was de-
stroyed, killing policemen, in-

cluding a senior police officer, 
while injuring three passers-
by.

Following the blast, police 
cordoned off the area and 
launched a search operation 
in the surroundings to arrest 
the culprits.

No group has claimed the 
attack yet.

Taking notice of the attack, 
KP Governor Faisal Karim 
Kundi said that the terrorists 
cannot dampen the nation's 
morale as the country would 
continue its fight against ter-
rorism. 

MI News Service,  
Havana:     Cuban Foreign Min-
ister Bruno Rodriguez on Sunday 
demanded that the United States 
stop illegally detaining Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Maduro and 
his wife.

"It has been eight days since 
the brutal kidnapping of the le-
gitimate president of Venezuela, 
Nicolas Maduro Moros, and his 
wife Cilia Flores," said Rodriguez 
on X.

"We demand that the U.S. gov-
ernment put an end to this illegal 
detention, respect his immunity, 
stop the judicial and media farce 
that this trial has turned into and 
ensure his life and care," he add-
ed.

"We call on the international 
community to join this just de-
mand, to preserve international 
law, as well as the life, justice and 
rights of President Maduro and 
his wife," said the diplomat. 

MI News Service, Tehran:     
Iranian government declared on 
Sunday three days of national 
mourning for "martyrs" killed in 
recent protests, state broadcaster 
reported.

The move came amid rising 
fatalities from two weeks of na-
tionwide unrest, which Iran has 

blamed on the United States and 
Israel.

Semi-official Tasnim news 
agency reported that at least 111 
members of Iran's security forces 
have been killed in clashes since 
the protests initially erupted over 
a sharp depreciation of the rial 
and sweeping subsidy reforms.

Fire Incident Near 
Baghajatin Station; 
DRM Sealdah Issues 
Safety Appeal to all

East Coast Railway Registers Growth in Freight Loading

 More Amrit Bharat Express trains to run from West Bengal

Amrit Bharat Express Trains Driving Bengal’s Next Rail Revolution

Railways Carrying Tomorrow Across West Bengal & Assam

Essay, Drawing and Elocution Competitions Organised in Malda Schools 
Ahead of the Launch of India’s First Vande Bharat Sleeper Train

Trump declares himself as ‘Acting 
President of Venezuela’ on Truth Social

Head of Gaza militia claims responsibility 
for killing of senior Hamas cop

Russia condemns British official's 
statement on "abducting" Putin

Ukrainian president seeks extension 
of martial law, mobilization

5 killed, several injured as blast hit 
police vehicle in NW Pakistan

Cuban FM demands U.S. stop 
detaining Maduro illegally

Iran declares 3 days of national mourning 
for "martyrs" killed in protests

Coal India paid heartfelt tributes to Swami Vivekananda on his birth anniversary, commemorating 
the life and legacy of one of India’s greatest visionaries. Chairman B. Sairam, along with Director 
(HR) Dr. Vinay Ranjan, CVO B. K. Tripathy and senior officials of Coal India, offered floral tributes in 
remembrance of his timeless ideals. Swami Vivekananda’s teachings on justice, dignity and social 
empowerment continue to guide and inspire the organisation. His vision of service to humanity re-
inforces Coal India’s commitment to integrity, courage and responsible nation-building, as it strives 
to contribute meaningfully to the progress and welfare of society.

Reaffirming its humanitarian commitment, the Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) of Malda Post under Malda Division, Eastern Railway 
extended swift and effective assistance to a pregnant woman at 
Malda Railway Station on 11.01.2026 under “Operation Matrish-
akti”.

Owing to the alertness and timely action of RPF personnel, the 
woman safely delivered a male child at the station premises. The 
RPF team promptly arranged all necessary support and facilitated 
the transfer of the mother and her newborn to the nearest Govern-
ment Hospital for further medical attention.

The incident highlights the proactive role of the RPF and East-
ern Railway in ensuring passenger safety, welfare and compas-
sionate care, especially for women requiring urgent assistance.
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IOA executive committee reactivates National
Olympic Academy, launches NOED programme
NEW DELHI : The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) has significantly
advanced India's Olympic efforts
by launching the National Olympic
Education and Development
Programme (NOEDP) and formal-
ly reactivating the National
Olympic Academy (NOA). 

These decisions were made
during the IOA Executive Council
meeting on January 8, 2026, and
were unanimously approved by
the IOA General House at its
Annual General Meeting on
January 9, 2026, both meetings
held in Ahmedabad.

The initiatives showcase the
IOA's renewed commitment to
athlete-centred development,
Olympic education, and strength-
ening institutional capacity, all in
line with international best prac-
tices, the IOA informed in a
release on Monday.

The National Olympic

Education and Development
Programme (NOEDP) has been
conceived as a comprehensive
national framework to deliver
structured education and develop-
ment programmes across the
Olympic ecosystem. The pro-
gramme will be implemented in
collaboration with National Sports
Federations (NSFs) and State
Olympic Associations (SOAs),
ensuring wide outreach and
grassroots-to-elite impact.

The key focus areas of the
NOEDP include promoting
Olympic values, education and
ethics, ensuring holistic athlete
development with strong empha-
sis on welfare and career transi-
tion support, building the capacity
of coaches, officials, administra-
tors, and support personnel,
strengthening governance, lead-
ership, and professionalism within
sports bodies, and implementing

long-term athlete development
models that are aligned with
international standards.

The National Olympic
Academy (NOA) has been reacti-
vated as a key part of this initia-

tive, serving as India's main hub
for Olympic education, research,
and dialogue. In addition to its
academic and institutional func-
tions, the NOA will collaborate
directly with athletes to support
their educational requirements,
personal growth, leadership
development, and comprehension
of the Olympic movement, all
alongside their athletic careers.

The IOA General House unani-
mously ratified P. T. Usha,
President of the Indian Olympic
Association, as the President of
the National Olympic Academy,
and Gagan Narang, Vice President
of the IOA and Olympic medallist,
as the Director of the same acade-
my. Under their leadership, the
National Olympic Academy will
work closely with the
International Olympic Academy
(IOA) in Olympia to ensure India's
Olympic education programmes

adhere to the Olympic Charter
and international standards. This
partnership will promote knowl-
edge sharing, joint initiatives,
research projects, and involve-
ment in worldwide Olympic edu-
cation activities forums.

The Indian Olympic
Association noted that launching
NOEDP and reactivating the NOA
represent a significant milestone
in building a values-driven, ath-
lete-centric, and future-ready
Olympic ecosystem in India, one
that combines education, excel-
lence, and ethical governance
across all levels.

In a firm pledge to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, and India's
vision of a Viksit Bharat, the IOA
remains dedicated to athletes in
the Olympic movement and
enhancing the institutions that
support sports nationwide.

PATNA : Hard-hitting batsman
Sarfraz Khan, popularly known as
'Baahubali' and '6 King' a native
of Siwan district in Bihar, is all set
to make a strong impact for
Chennai Singams in the upcoming
season of the Indian Street
Premier League (ISPL). Born on
2nd July 1999, Sarfaraz's cricket-
ing journey is rooted in the by
lanes of his village, where he
began playing tennis-ball cricket
during his school and college
days.

After completing college in
2016, Sarfraz started playing
competitive cricket outside his vil-
lage around 2017-18.
Interestingly, his journey has been
exclusively with the tennis ball. "I
have never played leather-ball
cricket. Since childhood, we
played tennis ball cricket in the
village, often without proper
grounds," he shared.

Known for his explosive bat-
ting, Sarfraz explained that his
approach has evolved with the
format and conditions. "Back in
Bihar, we used to play 16- and 20-
over matches where you needed
to build an innings. But when I
started playing outside, especially
in Maharashtra, the game was
much shorter and demanded
power-hitting," he said. With

teams often slotting him as an
opener, Sarfraz has embraced the
role of an aggressive striker. "The
first thought in my mind is always
power. With timing and full swing,
especially on big grounds, that's
how you clear the ropes."

Sarfraz, whose favourite shot
is the pull shot, believes it gives

him the most satisfaction as a bat-
ter. "All shots feel good, but the
pull shot gives a special feeling
from within," he smiled.

Having represented Tiigers of
Kolkata in the previous season,
Sarfraz is now enjoying his stint
with Chennai Singams and credits
the franchise for introducing him
to a more professional environ-
ment. "The fitness tests and activ-
ities here are very different. I've
already started seeing improve-
ment in my game within just 4-5
days," he mentioned, adding that
fitness will play a crucial role in
the future of tennis-ball cricket.

The upcoming season will be
played in Surat, a new venue for
ISPL Season 3. While Sarfraz has
previously played tournaments in
Chikhli near Surat, this will be his
first appearance at the ISPL stadi-
um in the city. "I'm very excited to
play here. It's a new ground and a
new challenge," he said.

Sharing a message for his sup-
porters, Sarfraz appealed to fans
from Siwan and the large cricket-
loving community in Surat to
come out and support the team.
"If you can come to the stadium,
please watch the matches live. If
not, show your love on Chennai
Singams' social media and keep
supporting us."

KOLKATA : Sarkar's journey
from the heart of West Bengal's
tennis ball cricket circuit to
national recognition continues,
with Chennai Singams retaining
the Bengal opener ahead of
Season 3 of the Indian Street
Premier League (ISPL).

The 30-year-old left-handed
batter from Tarakeswar, around
60 km from Kolkata, has been
retained for ?20.02 lakh, making
him one of the most prominent
players from West Bengal to
secure continuity in the league as
it enters its next phase.

Bengal has long been regard-
ed as one of India's strongest
hubs for tennis ball cricket, and
Sarkar is a product of that ecosys-
tem. Having played competitive
tournaments across the state for
nearly a decade, he built his rep-
utation through consistent per-
formances in local and inter-dis-
trict competitions before break-
ing into the national spotlight
through ISPL.

"Tennis ball cricket is massive
in Bengal. There are tournaments
almost every week," Sarkar said.
"The competition here prepares
you mentally. If you can perform
in Bengal, you can perform any-
where."

ISPL's pan-India reach and
primetime television exposure
have helped players like Sarkar
showcase Bengal's street-cricket
depth on a larger stage. A regular
participant in tournaments across

India and overseas, including the
United Arab Emirates, Sarkar is
also a brand ambassador for aa
bats and 7070 Sports, brands
closely associated with the tennis
ball cricket community.

Introduced to the game by his
elder brother, Sarkar grew up
batting by default. "My brother
was a bowler, so I was always
asked to bat. That's how I became
an opener," he recalled.

One of the defining moments
of Sarkar's career came in 2021,
when he won the Best Batsman
award at the Big Bash tourna-
ment in Mumbai, his first major
event outside West Bengal. The
tournament featured teams from
eight states and marked his
arrival on the national circuit.

Sarkar featured for Chennai
Singams in earlier editions of
ISPL, providing attacking starts at
the top of the order. With his
retention confirmed, expectations
will be higher as he looks to
shoulder greater responsibility in
Season 3.

"I'm very happy to be
retained. Chennai is my favourite
team in both ISPL and the Indian
Premier League," said Sarkar, a
long-time admirer of MS Dhoni.

For West Bengal's thriving
tennis ball cricket community,
Sarkar's retention serves as
another validation of the state's
ability to consistently produce tal-
ent capable of succeeding on a
national stage.

JAMSHEDPUR : Mr. Diwakar Singh was re-
elected unopposed as President of the
Jharkhand State Rifle Association (JSRA) at
the Association's Annual General Meeting
(AGM) held on January 11, 2026, at Hotel
N.H. Hill, Pardih, Jamshedpur 

The AGM began at 11 am, during which
the proceedings of the previous year's AGM
were approved. Following this, Secretary
General Uttam Chand presented a detailed
report on the Association's activities. The
income and expenditure statement for the
financial year 2025-26 was discussed and
unanimously approved. Messrs Gobind
Agrawala & Associates were appointed as
auditors for the year 2025-26.

Mr. Singh informed the House that the
election process for office bearers and execu-
tive committee members for the 2025-2029
term was initiated through an election notifi-
cation issued on December 15, 2025, by
Returning Officer Advocate Ravindra Kumar.
The notification outlined the detailed election
procedure, under which the elections were
conducted.

Returning Officer Advocate Ravindra
Kumar announced that all office bearers were
elected unopposed. Besides Mr. Diwakar
Singh as President, Uttam Chand was elected
Secretary General, Nityanand Singh as

Honorary Treasurer, Vinay Kumar and Kumar
Dev Ranjan as Vice Presidents, Madhur
Agrawal as Joint Secretary, and Jayesh Amin
and Mrityunjay Rai as Secretaries.

For the eight posts of Executive Committee
members, 10 nominations were received,
necessitating voting. Eight candidates were
declared elected: Amar Kumar Sinha, Arvind
Kumar Ojha, Azad Kumar Pathak, Gaurav Raj
Singh, Mayuri Mukherjee, Nitish Kumar,
Ranjan Kumar and Vivek Pankaj.

The election process was conducted under
the supervision of an observer deputed by the
Jharkhand Olympic Association, Mr. Anand
Bihari Dubey. Addressing the AGM, Mr. Singh,

who is also a member of the Governing Body
of the National Rifle Association of India
(NRAI), thanked all members and district
associations for reposing faith in him. He said
a comprehensive plan would be prepared
over the next four years to ensure that more
shooters from Jharkhand win medals at the
national level. He also expressed gratitude to
the NRAI for its continued support and
announced that the NRAI has decided to
organise an NRAI National Coaches Course in
Rifle and Pistol shooting in Jharkhand in
March. He said the initiative would benefit
local coaches and help shooters learn modern
techniques in the sport.

WOMEN'S T20
WC 2026 TICKET
SALES CROSS
2017 ODI WC
TOTAL: REPORT
NEW DELHI : Ticket sales for
the upcoming ICC Women's
World Cup in England have
already surpassed the total for
the 50-over showpiece in
2017, underscoring the grow-
ing popularity of the women's
game. 

England will host the 10th
edition of the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup in June and
July. Five months before the
opening match on June 12,
more than 1,00,000 tickets
have been sold, according to
the BBC.

In 2017, the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup final at
Lord's, which England won on
home soil, sold out, the first
time a traditionally male-ori-
entated sport had filled
England's biggest cricket sta-
dium for a women's match.

The upcoming T20 show-
piece event marks the biggest
ICC Women's T20 World Cup
yet, with 12 teams, more than
ever before, vying for the cov-
eted trophy.

The 12 teams will be divid-
ed into two groups. Group 1
features multiple-time cham-
pions Australia, 2024 finalists
South Africa, Asian heavy-
weights India and Pakistan,
along with two teams from the
Global Qualifier.

Group 2 includes hosts
England, defending champions
New Zealand, Sri Lanka, for-
mer winners West Indies, and
the other two teams from the
Global Qualifier.

The top two teams from
each group will advance to the
semi-finals, scheduled for 30
June and July 2 at The Oval,
with the grand finale at Lord's
on July 5. The tournament
spans 24 days and features 33
matches across seven iconic
venues - Edgbaston,
Hampshire Bowl, Headingley,
Old Trafford, The Oval, Bristol
County Ground and Lord's.
The Global Qualifier gets
underway in Kathmandu,
Nepal, from January 18 to
February 1, bringing together
10 teams competing for the
four final places at the event in
England and Wales. The quali-
fier will be hosted across
Kathmandu. New Zealand are
the reigning T20 World Cup
champions, having claimed the
title in 2024 after defeating
South Africa in the final.

WASHINGTON
SUNDAR RULED
OUT OF NZ ODIS;
BADONI GETS
MAIDEN CALL-UP
MUMBAI : The BCCI con-
firmed that all-rounder
Washington Sundar will miss
the rest of the ODI series
against New Zealand due to
side strain.

The BCCI called up the 26-
year-old Ayush Badoni as
Sunder's replacement, hand-
ing him his maiden national
call-up.

Badoni, who has played 27
List A games, scoring 693 runs
and chipping in with 18 wick-
ets, will link up with the squad
in Rajkot, the venue for the
second ODI, starting on
Wednesday. "India all-rounder
Washington Sundar reported
an acute onset discomfort in
his left lower rib area while
bowling during the first ODI
against New Zealand at the
BCA Stadium, Vadodara, on
Sunday. He will undergo fur-
ther scans, following which the
BCCI Medical Team will seek
expert opinion. Washington
has been ruled out of the
remaining two matches of the
ODI series. "The Men's
Selection Committee has
named Ayush Badoni as his
replacement. Badoni will link
up with the squad in Rajkot,
the venue for the second ODI,"
the BCCI said in their state-
ment. This is the second injury
blow that India have suffered
for the ODI series after
Rishabh Pant, who was ruled
out just a couple of days before
the first ODI in Vadodara. The
wicketkeeper-batter was ruled
out of the ODI series after suf-
fering a side strain last week,
with Dhruv Jurel replacing
him in the squad. Tilak Varma,
who underwent surgery for a
groin injury, was ruled out of
the first three T20Is of the five-
game series that is set to begin
on January 21 at the Vidarbha
Cricket Association Stadium in
Nagpur. This is a significant
setback for the hosts, especial-
ly with the home T20 World
Cup upcoming. Currently, the
all-rounder is also part of
India's World Cup squad, but it
remains uncertain whether
the dependable yet injury-
prone Sundar will recover in
time for the T20I series.

NEW DELHI : Former Australian
Open director Paul McNamee has
said the absence of Nick Kyrgios
from the singles draw is unlikely
to affect the tournament, adding
that time is running out for the
Aussie to have a run at a grand
slam. 

Last week, Kyrgios announced
he would not be contesting the
singles draw at this year's
Australian Open owing to his
ongoing fitness struggles. Instead,
he will be partnering Thanasi
Kokkinakis in the doubles.

Kyrgios played only five
matches in 2025 before ending
his season in March. He eased
back into competition with a

series of exhibition matches in
New York and Dubai last month,
then received a wildcard for the
Brisbane International, where he
was ousted in the first round.

Moreover, Kyrgios and
Kokkinakis were beaten by the
French pair Sadio Doumbia and
Fabien Reboul on Wednesday in
the men's doubles second round
in Brisbane.

"I think the Aussie Open is too
big to worry about that anymore.
He is not one of the guys in con-
tention really. Best of five on hard
courts, he's not ready for that.

"He would have filled John
Cain Arena for a few matches,
but we have to understand time

is running out for Nick Kyrgios to
have a run at a grand slam. Will
we get to see that in Melbourne
again? I hope we do next year.

Like (Novak) Djokovic, the clock
has run down," McNamee said on
SEN.

Kyrgios has endured a series

of serious injuries in recent years,
which have seen his world rank-
ing fall to 673 and leave him
without a protected ranking. The
former Wimbledon finalist has
played in just one Grand Slam
match since 2022.

He lifted the men's doubles
title alongside fellow Kokkinakis
at the 2022 Australian Open. He
went on to reach the Wimbledon
final that year and the US Open
quarter-finals.

Since losing the 2022
Wimbledon final to Novak
Djokovic, Kyrgios has undergone
wrist reconstruction and two
knee surgeries. He has played
only six professional singles

matches over the past three
years, with none since Miami in
March last year.

"Other than Alcaraz, there is
no one you would rather watch
play. The guy does cross the line,
and he rubs people the wrong
way. Some of the things he has
done are shocking. Not excusa-
ble, but he is riveting to watch.
His style is so unique. Without
warming up he's serving aces.
The guy is incredible talent," he
added. 

"He and Alcaraz are the two
most talented players in the
world for talent but he has health
issues and body issues, and he
has never had the make up of a

Lleyton Hewitt. I don't criticise
him as much as others. Yes, he
crosses a line, but who has every-
thing?

"He is true to himself. He is a
bit crazy, he crosses a line, but he
is true to himself and he is
authentic.

"He is an enormous talent; we
will miss seeing him. He and
Kokkinakis have won it before,
and this could be one of your last
chances to see him," said
McNamee. Kyrgios and
Kokkinakis will be granted a
wildcard in the men's doubles.
The Australian Open main draw
begins on January 18, with quali-
fying underway from January 12.

Sarfraz Calls on Fans as He Begins New
Chapter with Chennai Singams in ISPL 3

From Tarakeswar to national
spotlight: Jagat Sarkar
retained by Chennai Singams
ahead of ISPL Season 3

Diwakar Singh Re-elected President
of Jharkhand State Rifle Association

KYRGIOS RUNNING OUT OF TIME FOR GRAND
SLAM RUN, SAYS EX-AUS OPEN DIRECTOR


