
Mamata Condoles the Sudden Demise of Prashant Tamang
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee expressed deep grief over the sudden passing of Darjeeling-born singer Prashant Tamang, popularly known for
winning Indian Idol. Tamang passed away on Sunday at Dwarka Hospital in Delhi at the age of 43. Sharing her sorrow on social media, Mamata wrote, “Sad-
dened by the sudden and untimely demise today of Prashant Tamang, the popular singer of Indian Idol fame and an artist of national renown. His roots in
our Darjeeling hills and one-time association with Kolkata Police made him particularly dear to us in Bengal. I convey my condolences to his family, friends,
and countless followers.” Mamata highlighted Tamang’s special connection with Bengal, noting that his origins in the Darjeeling hills and his association with
Kolkata Police made him especially close to the state. 
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PM Modi and German Chancellor Merz set 
for talks amid rising geopolitical tension

MI News Service, Ahmedabad /
New Delhi : Boosting bilateral
ties in trade, investment, critical
technologies and defence will be
the prime focus of wide-ranging
talks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz follow-
ing his arrival in   Ahmedabad on
Monday.

Merz's maiden trip to India
after he took over as the German
Chancellor last year, is taking
place amid a fractious geopoliti-
cal environment, including the
US's display of raw military
strength to capture Venezuela's
President Nicolas Maduro. The
German leader and Modi are also
likely to discuss the pressing
global challenges. Merz's January
12-13 visit to India will also be his
first to Asia as the German Chan-
cellor. PM. Modi and the German
Chancellor will visit the Sabar-
mati Ashram and participate in
the International Kite Festival at
the Sabarmati Riverfront on Mon-
day, which will be followed by bi-
lateral engagements at Mahatma
Mandir in Gandhinagar. The two
leaders will review the progress
made in the India-Germany
Strategic Partnership, which
completed 25 years recently.

"Their discussion will also
focus on further intensifying co-
operation in trade and invest-
ment, technology, education,
skilling and mobility, while also
advancing collaboration in im-
portant domains of defence and
security, science, innovation and
research, green and sustainable

development, and people-to-peo-
ple ties," a statement from the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
said. Prime Minister Modi and
Chancellor Merz will also ex-
change views on issues of re-
gional and global importance,
and engage with business and in-
dustry leaders of the two coun-

tries. Prime Minister Modi and
Chancellor Merz will also ex-
change views on issues of re-
gional and global importance,
and engage with business and in-
dustry leaders of the two coun-
tries. Ways to bring peace to
Ukraine may also figure promi-
nently in Modi-Merz talks. The

German leader will travel to Ben-
galuru after concluding his en-
gagements in Ahmedabad. In
their talks, Modi and Merz are
likely to deliberate on trade and
investment ties as New Delhi is

looking at deepening economic
engagement with Europe against
the backdrop of Washington’s 50
per cent tariff on Indian goods,
people familiar with the matter
said. Germany is one of India’s
most important partners in Eu-
rope. It is New Delhi’s largest
trading partner in the European
Union and the bilateral trade in
goods and services between the
two countries reached USD 51.23
billion in 2024-25. Germany ac-
counts for roughly one-fourth of
India’s trade with the EU, rein-
forcing its position as New Delhi’s
leading EU trading partner. The
Indo-German trade in services

rose by 12.5 per cent in the finan-
cial year 2024-25, reaching a
record USD 16.65 billion. The in-
fluential European nation is the
ninth largest foreign direct in-
vestor in India, with cumulative

FDI inflows of USD 15.40 billion
from April 2000 to June 2025.
More than 2000 German compa-
nies are currently operating in
India. Days after Merz’s trip, sev-
eral top leaders of the European
Union will visit New Delhi during
which the two sides may an-
nounce finalisation of the much-
awaited India-EU free trade
agreement. India will host French
President Emmanuel Macron
next month. Macron is visiting
India to participate in the AI Sum-
mit. Defence and security ties be-
tween the two countries have also 
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Workers arrange a welcome hoarding of Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi and Vice Chancellor
of the Federal Republic of Germany Friedrich Merz ahead of their scheduled visit at International
kite festival, in Ahmedabad.

Their discussion will also focus on further intensifying
cooperation in trade and investment, technology, edu-
cation, skilling and mobility, while also advancing col-
laboration in important domains of defence and
security, science, innovation and research, green and
sustainable development, and people-to-people ties

‘’
a statement from the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)

PM Modi to visit

Andamans to
participate in 
Netaji's 129th
birth anniversary
celebrations

MI News Service, New
Delhi / Port Blair :  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will pay a visit to the An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands on January 23 to
participate in the celebra-
tions of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose's 129th
birth anniversary there,
official sources said on
Sunday.

During his tour to the
archipelago, PM Modi will
hoist the national flag and
deliver a public speech at
the Netaji Stadium, where
Subhas Chandra Bose had
unfurled the Tricolour on
December 30, 1943 when
it was known as the
Gymkhana Ground , the
sources said. The central
government has been ob-
serving Netaji's birth an-
niversary as the
Parakram Diwas to hon-
our his selfless service to
the nation. The Prime
minister will also pay flo-
ral tributes at the statue of
Netaji at Marina Park
here, he said. "The prime
minister will lay a wreath
at the Martyrs Column
here and visit the Cellular
Jail to pay tribute to Veer
Savarkar," the sources
added. The PM is also
likely to visit Campbell Bay
to inspect developmental 

uu Continued on page 3

The preparation
for the PM's visit
the islands  have
already taken up,
though it is in the
preliminary stage

‘’
a senior police officer 

PM Modi leads Shaurya Yatra
offers prayers at Somnath temple
MI News Service, Ahmedabad /
Somnath : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led 'Shaurya Yatra', a ceremo-
nial procession organised here on
Sunday  to honour those who laid
down their lives defending the Som-
nath temple in Gujarat's Gir Som-
nath district. The yatra, being
organised as part of the Somnath
Swabhiman Parv, featured a proces-
sion of 108 horses, reflecting valour
and sacrifice. A large number of
people and devotees gathered on
both sides of the yatra route to greet
the prime minister. Standing on a
specially designed vehicle, PM Modi
was accompanied by Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel during
the one-km-long yatra. Thousands
of devotees thronged the Somnath
temple complex on Saturday staying
out well past midnight, braving win-
ter chills, as dazzling fireworks, dec-
orations and a drone show
combined with religious fervour
drew an unprecedented crowd to
the ancient shrine.The crowd, which
peaked late in the evening shortly
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the temple as part of

Somnath Swabhiman Parv, included
people of all ages, local residents as
well as long-distance travellers. PM

Modi participated in 'Omkar
Mantra', had 'darshan' and  wit-
nessed a grand drone show featur-
ing an assemblage of 3,000 drones,

matching the scale of the gathering
on ground. Preeti Karelia, along
with 24 other women, travelled all
the way from Mumbai to just wit-
ness the celebrations. The ‘Shaurya
Yatra’, a ceremonial procession or-
ganised to honour those who laid
down their lives defending the Som-
nath temple, was organised as part
of the Somnath Swabhiman Parv,
featured a procession of 108 horses,
reflecting valour and sacrifice.

"We came to see Somnath tem-
ple, to see our Prime minister. This
occasion that celebrates the temple
and its traditions and resilience is an

amazing feeling. The fireworks, the
decoration in the streets leading to
the temple, the wonderful drone
show only added to the power of di-

vinity that has brought so many peo-
ple to the shrine in just one day,"
Karelia said. The women-only group
also described itself as a 'bhajan
mandali' from Mumbai. The main
road leading to the temple, from
Shankh Circle to Veer Hamirji Gohil
Circle, has been decked up with
flowers and thematic decorations.
Mounted lights fashioned in the
shapes of ‘trishul’, ‘Om’ and ‘damru’
lined the stretch, complemented by
Somnath Swabhiman Parv posters
and flower-made ‘shivalings’. Large 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
holds a 'trishul', a trident, during
the 'Somnath Swabhiman Parv' cel-
ebration at the Somnath Temple, in
Gir Somnath district, Gujarat.

We came to see Somnath temple, to see our Prime min-
ister. This occasion that celebrates the temple and its
traditions and resilience is an amazing feeling. The
fireworks, the decoration in the streets leading to the
temple, the wonderful drone show only added to the
power of divinity that has brought so many people to
the shrine in just one day --Preeti  Karelia

‘’

Doval’s call for 
revenge  'deeply
unfortunate', 
says Mehbooba
MI News Service, Srinagar
; PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti on Sunday severely
condemned  the statement
of   National Security Ad-
visor (NSA) Ajit Doval who
had called for revenge for
centuries-old events, say-
ing it is "merely a dog
whistle". It is unfortunate
that the NSA, whose duty
is to protect the nation,
has chosen to join the
"communal ideology of
hate", the former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief minis-
ter said in a post on X.
Speaking at the opening
ceremony of Viksit Bharat
Young Leaders Dialogue
in Delhi on Saturday,
Doval said India has to
strengthen itself not just at
the borders, but in every
other way, including eco-
nomically, to "avenge" a
painful history of attacks
and subjugation. In her
post, Mehbooba said, "It is
deeply unfortunate that a
high-ranking officer like
Mr Doval, whose duty is to
guard the nation against
internal and external ne-
farious designs, has cho-
sen to join a communal 
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BLO found hanging, family alleges
work pressure due to SIR duties
MI News Service, Kolkata ;
Another  Booth Level Offi-
cer (BLO) was found hang-
ing inside a primary school
in Murshidabad district,
with his family alleging that
excessive SIR work pres-
sure led him to take his
own life, police said on
Sunday. The deceased has
been identified as Hamimul
Islam (47), a primary
school teacher at Paikmari
Char Krishnapur Boys Pri-
mary School and a BLO as-
signed to a booth in Purba
Alaipur village under
Kharibona gram pan-
chayat, an officer of Rani-
tala Police Station said. The
incident came to the notice

of locals late Saturday night
in the Paikmari Char area
under Ranitala police sta-
tion, he said. Earlier one
more BLO was found dead
in district a few days ago ,
triggering allegations that
work-related pressure
linked to the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls may have
played a role, police said.
The incident occurred in
Ranibandh block, where
the body of the deceased,
Haradhan Mandal, was re-
covered from a school
premises on  last Sunday
morning. The police said
they found a a note left
back by the deceased.

Alipore Zoo hippo lost
mobility, undergoing 

infrared physiotherapy

MI News Service, Kolkata :
A four-year-old male hip-
popotamus at the Alipore
Zoological Gardens here
has lost strength in its legs
after being affected by a
neurological disorder, zoo
authorities said on Sunday
expressing concern about
the health of the poor ani-
mal. Due to nerve-related
complications, the animal
has been unable to walk
and has remained confined
to water for nearly three
weeks without being able to
move. . “The hippo has been
lying in water for the past
17 days and is unable to
move properly”, a senior
zoo official said. "A medical
board has been constituted
by Alipore Zoo authorities
to treat the animal. The
treatment team includes
veterinarians from Alipore
Zoo, Belgachia State Animal
Hospital, and Nandankanan
Zoological Park," the official
said and informed that  the
hippo was brought to Ali-

pore zoo from Nan-
dankanan in Odisha in
2024. "Veterinarians from
Ranchi and Mysuru zoos
are also part of the medical
consultation," he added. Ini-
tially, forest officials had
considered using a crane to
lift the hippo out of the
water for treatment and
sought expert advice.
"However, following consul-
tations, we decided against
using a crane for now. In-
stead, the medical board
opted for physiotherapy to 
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A medical board has
been constituted by
Alipore Zoo authori-
ties to treat the ani-
mal. The treatment
team includes veteri-
narians from Alipore
Zoo, Belgachia State
Animal Hospital, and
Nandankanan Zoo-
logical Park

‘’

the official said

Owaisi criticises Congress over UAPA
which denies bail to Khalid and Imam
MI News Service, Amravati :
AIMIM Chief Asaduddin
Owaisi has blamed the Con-
gress for activists Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
not getting bail, saying the
stringent UAPA under which
they have been booked was
enacted during a Congress
government. The Hyderabad
MP was speaking at a public
meeting in the Chandni
Chowk area of Amravati in
Maharashtra  on Sunday
ahead of January 15 civic
elections. The people who
talk of secularism during
elections are in fact enemies
of Muslims, Dalits and tribals
as they use political secular-
ism to gain votes, the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) said. Both Khalid
and Imam were denied bail
by the Supreme Court in the
2020 Delhi riots conspiracy
case on the basis of Section
15A of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, he said. It
was then  Union Home min-
ister P Chidambaram who in-
troduced the UAPA during
the Congress-led regime,
Owaisi said, adding that he
was the only one who ob-
jected to it in Parliament at
that time . "I was the only one
who had said that this law
would be used by police

against Muslims, tribals, Dal-
its and those intellectuals who
understand and oppose the
government's policies. You
can see what happened
today, these two children
could not get bail because of
the definition of terrorism in
that law," he said.

While Khalid and Imam
are languishing in jail for five
years, 85-year-old Stan
Swamy -- an accused in the
Elgar Parishad case -- died in
jail because of this law,
Owaisi added. The Congress
supported the BJP govern-
ment when UAPA was
amended in 2019, which is
now destroying innocent
lives, he further said. The
Supreme Court on January 5
refused bail to activists Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in
the 2020 Delhi riots conspir-
acy case but granted it to five
others, citing “hierarchy of
participation”.

Govt should refrain from hiking income tax
surcharge on super-rich in Budget: say Experts
MI News Service, New Delhi
/ Mumbai ; The Union gov-
ernment should refrain from
raising income tax sur-
charge on the super-rich
further and reintroducing
wealth tax in the upcoming
2026-27 Budget, as the
move could prompt persons
in high-income brackets to
leave the country for low-tax
jurisdictions, according to
India’s top tax experts before
the coming union budget. .
Currently, a surcharge on in-
come tax is payable by high-
income individuals with
earnings above Rs 50 lakh. A
10 per cent surcharge is
levied on income between Rs
50 lakh and Rs 1 crore, 15
per cent (Rs 1-2 crore), and
25 per cent (Rs 2-5 crore).
Those earning above Rs 5
crore and are in the new in-
come tax regime pay a 25
per cent surcharge, while
those under the old tax
regime pay a surcharge at a
37 per cent rate.

According to estimates
by independent economists,
the GST rate cut and lower
income tax collections are
likely to cost the exchequer
around Rs 2 lakh crore in
the current fiscal. Any addi-
tional source of revenue in

FY27 could help the govern-
ment in additional alloca-
tions towards defence and
other areas. PWC & Co LLP
Partner Amit Rana said the
theory that is followed in
levying income tax is that
there should be vertical eq-

uity, meaning the higher one
earns, the higher is his/her
tax liability.

"We have a pretty good
slab, wherein at the highest
level you pay 42 per cent, at
the lowest level you pay al-
most zero, even at reason-
able income levels. But,
when you start making it
(taxation) very prohibitive,
you run the risk of high-in-
come earners wanting not to
be in India, and that is pos-
sible in the world today," he
commented when asked.
Rana further said the taxa-
tion of high-income individ-
uals should be "carefully
balanced" as they are the
ones who create industries
and generate jobs.

EY India, Tax Partner,
Surabhi Marwah, also as-
serted that "there could be a
risk" of high-net-worth indi-
viduals leaving the country
for low tax jurisdictions if
surcharges are high or
wealth tax is reintroduced.
"Tax uncertainty and steep
effective rates may play a
role in decisions around cap-
ital relocation and residency.
Stability and predictability in
the tax regime may be as 
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We have a pretty good
slab, wherein at the
highest level you pay 42
per cent, at the lowest
level you pay almost
zero, even at reasonable
income levels. But,
when you start making
it (taxation) very prohib-
itive, you run the risk of
high-income earners
wanting not to be in
India, and that is possi-
ble in the world today

Amit Rana, PWC & Co
LLP Partner said



For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

02
BengalKolkata, Monday

12 January, 2026

Leader of the Opposition in West Bengal, Suvendu Adhikari, along with other leaders and
activists, took part in a protest rally over recent incidents in Bengal in Kolkata on Sunday.

Dipankar Edbar, Kalyani :
Doctors at AIIMS Kalyani
have successfully saved
the life of a 50-year-old
man who was brought to
the hospital in a near-fatal
condition following an al-
leged railway track acci-
dent, using an advanced
and rarely performed sur-
gical reconstruction of the
rib cage and lung.

Bhairav Ghosh was
rushed to the emergency
department on December
20 with massive injuries to
the chest and spine. He
was in shock and strug-
gling to breathe, with a
large accumulation of
blood and air in the left
side of his chest, multiple
broken ribs forming a “flail
chest”, a torn lung, a shat-
tered shoulder blade and a
fracture in the cervical
spine.

The trauma team im-
mediately secured his air-
way, inserted a chest tube

to drain the blood and air,
and began blood transfu-
sions and fluid resuscita-
tion. These emergency
measures stabilised him
and bought critical time
for further treatment.

On December 25, a
multidisciplinary surgical
team performed a major
open-chest operation to re-

pair the lung and rebuild
the severely damaged rib
cage. Surgeons ap-
proached the fractured
ribs from the back of the
chest, close to the spine-a
technically demanding
method that allows precise
reconstruction. Multiple
pre-shaped metal plates
and locking screws were

used to stabilise the ribs.
In a rare and innova-

tive step, where ribs were
too shattered to hold
screws, doctors anchored
a specially designed plate
to the transverse process
of the T5 vertebra to re-
store chest wall stability.
This eliminated the flail
segment, allowed the lung
to re-expand and enabled
normal breathing.

The surgery was led by
Dr Pranay Kabiraj and Dr
Debmoy Ghatak, assisted
by Dr Manoj Kumar and
Dr Pulkit, with anaesthesia
provided by Dr Aziz and Dr
Anuja.

Following surgery, Mr
Ghosh was managed in the
intensive care unit, where
he was gradually weaned
off the ventilator, treated
for a chest infection and
given specialised care for
post-trauma delirium. ICU
care was provided by a
team that included Dr

Anjum Naz and Dr Abhijit
Kumar, while physiothera-
pists and nurses began
early breathing exercises
and mobilisation.

AIIMS Kalyani bore the
full cost of the implants
and hospital care, ensur-
ing that treatment deci-
sions were based purely on
medical need.

After nearly three
weeks of coordinated
trauma, surgical and in-
tensive care, Mr Ghosh
was discharged on Janu-
ary 11, walking independ-
ently and breathing on his
own.

Hospital authorities
said the case reflects the
growing capability of
AIIMS Kalyani to deliver
complex, life-saving
trauma care locally, under
the overall supervision of
Director Prof Dr. Arvind
Sinha and Medical Super-
intendent Prof Mahuya
Chattopadhyay.

Dipankar Edbar, Nabad-
wip (Nadia) : The body of a
newborn baby was recov-
ered from the banks of the
Ganga under the
Gouranga Setu at the For-
est Danga area in Nabad-
wip on Saturday
afternoon, triggering ten-
sion among local residents.

According to police
sources, some locals spot-
ted the infant lying mo-
tionless near the

riverbank and alerted oth-
ers, following which a
crowd gathered at the
spot. Nabadwip police
reached the area soon
after being informed and
recovered the body, which
has been sent for post-
mortem examination.

The area where the
body was found is rela-
tively secluded. However,
a local farmer claimed
that while working in his

field, he noticed a four-
wheeler entering the area.
He alleged that a few peo-
ple got down from the ve-
hicle, hurriedly left the
baby near the riverbank
and fled.

Residents expressed
shock over the incident,
especially as the Ganga
banks witness heavy foot-
fall during the winter sea-
son with picnickers
frequenting the area. Lo-
cals questioned how such
a brutal act could take
place in broad daylight in
a populated zone. Police
have initiated an investi-
gation to trace those re-
sponsible. 

Officials said the post-
mortem report would as-
certain whether the baby
was already dead or aban-
doned alive. CCTV footage
from nearby areas is being
examined, and inquiries
are also being conducted
at nearby hospitals and
nursing homes to identify
the infant’s origin.

MI News Service, Murshidabad: In
a chilling incident that has once
again brought the spotlight on al-
leged administrative pressure
linked to voter list revision work,
the body of a school headmaster
and Booth Level Officer (BLO) was
recovered from inside a school
building in Murshidabad’s Bhag-
wangola on Saturday. This marks
the eighth reported death of a BLO
in the state, intensifying political
and administrative concern.

The deceased, Hamimul Islam,
was the headmaster of Paikmari
Char Krishnapur Boys School
under the Ranitala police station
area. He was also serving as the
BLO for the East Alaipur booth
under Kharibona Gram Panchayat.
His hanging body was found inside
a classroom of the school where he
worked. According to family mem-
bers, Hamimul left home on Satur-
day morning as usual but failed to

return even after school hours.
Alarmed by his prolonged absence,
relatives began searching for him
and eventually went to the school
premises. There, they discovered
his body hanging inside a room. Po-
lice from Ranitala police station
rushed to the spot upon receiving
the information. The body was re-
covered and taken to Nasipur Block
Primary Health Centre, where doc-

tors declared him dead. The body
has been sent for post-mortem ex-
amination, and an investigation has
been initiated to ascertain the exact
cause of death. Family members
have alleged that extreme work
pressure drove Hamimul to suicide.
His brother, Farmanul Islam, said
that the deceased had been under
severe mental stress for several
days. “My brother was over-
whelmed by the burden of his du-
ties as a BLO along with his
responsibilities as a headmaster.
The pressure of Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) work pushed him to
take this extreme step,” he alleged.
Police officials stated that all as-
pects of the case, including the fam-
ily’s allegations, are being
examined. “This is an unnatural
death. We are investigating the cir-
cumstances thoroughly,” a senior
officer said. The incident has added
to a growing list of BLO deaths

across the state. According to avail-
able data, eight BLOs have died so
far, five of them allegedly by sui-
cide. In each case, families have
cited excessive pressure related to
SIR and election-related duties as
the primary cause. The issue has
also triggered political reactions.
The ruling Trinamool Congress has
repeatedly accused the election
machinery of imposing unbearable
workloads on grassroots-level offi-
cials. On Saturday, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, in her fifth letter
to Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, expressed deep
concern over the deaths and called
for urgent intervention. As ques-
tions mount over the working con-
ditions of Booth Level Officers, the
death of Hamimul Islam has once
again underscored the human cost
of administrative pressure, turning
a routine school building into the
site of a profound tragedy.

MI News Service,  Burdwan: A late-
evening roadside confrontation involving
a vehicle allegedly linked to political con-
sultancy firm I-PAC (Indian Political Ac-
tion Committee) and bearing a board
reading “Government of West Bengal” has
triggered a political storm in Burdwan,
with opposition parties questioning the
misuse of government identity and official
insignia.

The incident occurred on Saturday
night, shortly after 7.30 pm, at the
Baranilpur crossing on Old GT Road. Ac-
cording to allegations made by Congress
leader Gaurav Samaddar, a white car at-
tempted to hit his motorcycle while he
was on the road. Samaddar, a member of
the Pradesh Congress Committee and
president of the district INTUC, said he
blocked the vehicle and confronted its oc-
cupants. Videos of the confrontation,
recorded live by Samaddar and later
widely circulated on social media, show a
tense exchange on the middle of the road
as locals gathered around the vehicle. The
video has since gone viral, fuelling wide-
spread outrage and political controversy.
Samaddar alleged that the vehicle was
being driven by a very young boy, “possi-
bly a minor,” and claimed that the occu-
pants identified themselves as I-PAC
workers. He questioned why a privately
operated political consultancy vehicle was
displaying a board marked “Government
of West Bengal” and alleged that the car
again attempted to hit him during the
confrontation. “I repeatedly asked why a
government board was being used on a
private vehicle, but they refused to give
any explanation,” Samaddar claimed. He

later called the police and lodged a formal
complaint, demanding action for reckless
driving, impersonation, and misuse of
government identity. Police arrived at the
spot and assured that the matter would be
investigated. Officers reportedly recorded
visual evidence and accepted the written
complaint. A senior police official said the
allegations would be verified and appro-
priate legal action taken if violations were
found. The incident has drawn sharp po-
litical reactions. Trinamool Congress dis-
trict general secretary Bagbul Islam said,
“A complaint has been filed. The police
will investigate the matter. Let the law
take its course.” The BJP, however,
launched a scathing attack. Party leader
Mrityunjay Chandra questioned the legit-
imacy of the vehicle’s markings. “How can
an I-PAC vehicle carry a ‘Government of
West Bengal’ board? Are I-PAC workers
now treating government property and
authority as their own?” he asked. The
controversy has once again raised uncom-
fortable questions about the blurred lines
between the ruling party, private political
strategists, and the use of official symbols.
As the video continues to circulate widely,
pressure is mounting on the administra-
tion to clarify whether government iden-
tity was misused and who authorised its
display on a non-government vehicle.

MI News Service, North 24
Parganas: A disturbing inci-
dent of alleged domestic vio-
lence spilled onto a public
road in Deganga on Sunday,
where a young woman was
reportedly dragged off a toto,
thrown to the ground and as-
saulted in full public view,
even as her minor child cried
beside her. The incident has
triggered widespread out-
rage in the area and
prompted a police investiga-
tion. The victim, identified as
27-year-old Sabina Khatun,
was allegedly assaulted in
the Kartikpur area under De-
ganga police station limits.
According to her complaint,
the attack was carried out by
her in-laws, including her
brother-in-law and sister-in-
law’s husband, following a
long period of alleged ha-
rassment. Sabina told police
that her husband had left
her two years ago and
begun living separately with
another woman. Since then,
she claimed, neither her
husband nor her in-laws
provided any financial sup-
port for her or her five-year-
old son.

Principal found dead in school, 8th BLO death shakes state

MI News Service, Kolkata,
11 Jan.26 : West Bengal is
a state where most of the
people never have any kind
of secret about their per-
sonal, religious, or reli-
gious beliefs. You can also
guess from the fact that
whether it is young or old,
children or elders, rich or
poor, if someone's foot ac-
cidentally touches another
person's body, people im-
mediately start kissing.
This act shows what is the
status of a person. This
happens only by keeping in
mind the devotion. Such an
example must have hap-
pened to you while walking
on the road, bus, or train,
which will not be seen in
any other state. Then we
can guess from this that
someone who loves a per-
son so much that if one's
feet accidentally touch
each other, then they start
kissing, then how can that
person humiliate you in the
name of any other reason,

caste, religion, or religion?
"This is our Bengal" which
can also be called " Proud
Bengal ".   Even today, if
you go to different parts of
the state and see, you will
find that people may have
different religious affilia-
tions, but when it comes to
any festival, people of all
religions celebrate it to-
gether.  Today, the Chief
Minister of the state has
also maintained this tradi-
tion, that too with devotion
and respect. The assembly
elections are to be held in
the state of West Bengal
this year, a few months are
left, and political activities

are also being seen before
that. Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has instructed the Tri-
namool Congress leaders,
MPs, MLAs, Chairman,
Vice Chairman, Councilors,
Panchayat Pradhans, 
Trinamool Congress work-
ers and supporters of 
the entire state to go
among the people and enu-
merate our fifteen years 
of development work and
performance one by one.  It
has also been emphasized
that wherever you go, first
worship in a temple of that
area and then go among
the people. If there is a

dargah nearby, then go
and visit there too. In this
context, Bansberia Munici-
pality Vice Chairperson
Silpi Chatterjee was seen
giving another outstanding
performance today. Today,
she performed the "Un-
nayon Panchali" ceremony
in ward number 12. First,
she worshiped in a nearby
temple. After that, she
went straight to the dargah
of Zafar Khan Ghazi, the
oldest and most historical
durga here, with her 
Trinamool Congress sup-
porters, most of whom
were women Trinamool
Congress workers and 
supporters. She put on a
veil at the dargah and of-
fered prayers. That too
with great devotion and re-
spect. After that, she went
to the residential area and
was seen counting the de-
velopment work done dur-
ing Mamata Banerjee's
fifteen-year government
one by one.

AIIMS Kalyani saves critically injured Rail accident 
victim with rare chest wall reconstruction

Newborn’s body found on Ganga 
bank in Nadia’s Nabadwip

MI News Darjeeling : The Darjeeling district CPM launched
its “Adhikar Raksha Abhiyan (campaign to protect rights)”
in the hills on Saturday. Saman Pathak, the secretary of
the party’s Darjeeling district committee, said the cam-
paign was a part of the CPM’s broader “Bangla Bachao Ab-
hiyan (Save Bengal movement)” aimed at reconnecting
with people ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections.

“This campaign is an extended initiative of our ‘Bangla
Bachao Abhiyan’, which is already underway across the
state. Through this new campaign, we are trying to recon-
nect with hill residents. Our main objective is to under-
stand how people in the hills have been suffering due to
unemployment and lack of development since 2009 under
both the BJP and Trinamool,” Pathak said.

On Saturday, the campaign began in the Thurbo divi-
sion and Mirik subdivision’s Nandalalgaon. Mirik subdivi-
sion was among the worst hit in last October’s landslides
and heavy rain. The disaster claimed at least 12 lives in
different parts of the subdivision.

Around 100 CPM workers participated in the drive in
Thurbo and Nandalalgaon. They also visited Jamansingh,
Bahadurgaon and Ninth Mile areas, and interacted with
nearly 350 families. According to Pathak, residents ex-
pressed ire over unemployment, inadequate infrastructure
and “neglect” of tea workers by both the state and central
governments. “The outreach will continue across the hills,”
the CPM leader said, urging people to support the party.

CPM begins hill 'rights protection'
outreach in Darjeeling district MI News Service, Hooghly:

A horrifying account of al-
leged medical negligence
and inhuman treatment has
emerged from Serampore
Walsh Government Hospi-
tal, where a newborn baby
died shortly after birth,
triggering tension and out-
rage among family mem-
bers who accused the
hospital of gross misman-
agement and cruelty during
delivery.

The incident involves
Reena Devi, a resident of
the Bangur Park Rail Gate
No. 2–Rishra Rail Gate No.
11 area, who was admitted
to Serampore Walsh Hospi-
tal on the night of January
9 after going into labour.
According to the family,
Reena had been under
medical supervision earlier,
and a specific date had al-
ready been fixed for her op-
eration. As per schedule,
she was admitted when
labour pains began. She de-
livered a baby boy in the
morning, and family mem-
bers initially believed the
delivery had gone well.
However, they alleged that
the hospital authorities did
not inform them about the
health condition of the new-

born or the mother for sev-
eral hours. Late at night,
the family was suddenly in-
formed that the newborn
had died. The body was
handed over only the next
afternoon. Even then, the
family claimed, the hospital
failed to clearly disclose the
condition of the mother,
who was allegedly kept iso-
lated and not allowed to
meet her relatives. What
followed was chaos and
tension inside the hospital
premises, as grieving family
members accused the au-
thorities of delaying a nec-
essary caesarean section,
which they believe could
have saved the child. A rel-
ative of the patient made
chilling allegations, stating,
“My patient was fine when
we admitted her. Later, we
were told she was bleeding,
but no operation was being
done. I was sitting outside
the OT when I saw them
pushing down hard on her
chest. Is this how deliveries
are conducted? They
climbed on her chest. She
was screaming in pain.
They made her half-dead.
Only after that did they say
the baby was not coming
out and that a caesarean

would be done.” The family
alleged that despite re-
peated pleas, timely surgi-
cal intervention was denied,
leading to the tragic death
of the newborn and severe
trauma to the mother. As
tensions escalated, police
from Serampore police sta-
tion were deployed at the
hospital to control the situ-
ation. However, the family
claimed that they received
no clear explanation or re-
sponse from the hospital
authorities regarding the
sequence of events or the
medical decisions taken.
The incident has once
again raised disturbing
questions about the quality
of maternal healthcare, ac-
countability, and patient
safety in government 
hospitals. Police sources
confirmed that the matter
is being looked into, while
the hospital authorities
have so far remained silent.
As the mother continues to
recover amid trauma and
grief, the family has de-
manded a thorough inquiry
into the alleged negligence,
warning that justice must
be delivered for a tragedy
they say was entirely pre-
ventable.

Newborn dies, family alleges brutal negligence at Serampore hospitalCongress delegation visits Champahati blast site
MI News Service, South 24
Parganas: A day after a
powerful explosion ripped
through a factory in Cham-
pahati, killing one worker
and leaving several others
injured, a delegation of the
Indian National Congress
on Sunday visited the blast
site and launched a sharp
attack on alleged safety
lapses and the pace of the
police investigation.

The explosion occurred
on Saturday at the Bidhan
Naskar factory in Haral vil-
lage, under the jurisdiction
of Baruipur police station.
The blast claimed the life of
Gourahari Goswami, a
worker at the factory, while
three others sustained se-
vere injuries and remain in
critical condition, according
to hospital sources. Led by
senior Congress leader
Ashutosh Chatterjee, the
delegation inspected the
site and interacted with
local residents and affected
families. Chatterjee ex-
pressed strong anger over
what he described as “gross
negligence” in the storage
of gunpowder and explosive
materials in close proximity
to the factory premises. “It
is shocking that highly in-

flammable gunpowder was
stored right next to the site
without adequate safety
measures. This tragedy was
waiting to happen,” Chat-
terjee said, holding both the
factory management and
the administration respon-
sible for the fatal lapse. The
Congress leader also raised
serious questions over the
handling of the investiga-
tion by Baruipur police. He
expressed surprise at what
he termed the “unusually
slow pace” of the probe, de-
manding transparency and
swift accountability. “An in-
cident of this magnitude
cannot be brushed aside.
The police must clarify who
permitted such storage and
under what conditions,” he
said. Police officials, mean-
while, stated that an inves-
tigation is underway to
determine the cause of the
explosion and to ascertain
whether safety norms were
violated. Forensic teams
have examined the site, and
further action will be taken
based on their findings.

Civic chief steps down
on Abhishek nudge: Ra-
bindranath Ghosh quits

Cooch Behar post
MI News Service, Cooch
Behar : Trinamool Congress
veteran and former state
minister Rabindranath
Ghosh on Saturday resigned
from the post of Cooch
Behar municipality chair-
man almost two months
after the district party lead-
ership asked him to do so.

Ghosh, a prominent face
of Cooch Behar politics for
decades, submitted his res-
ignation letter to the SDO.
Confirming the development
to , Ghosh said he stepped
down following instructions
from the party’s national
general secretary and MP
Abhishek Banerjee. Ab-
hishek is scheduled to visit
Cooch Behar on January 13.

“I am a loyal soldier of
the party. I have always fol-
lowed the party’s instruc-
tions to the letter. Now I
need to focus more on or-
ganisational work. The As-
sembly elections are
approaching, and strength-
ening the party’s organisa-
tion is our main objective,”
Ghosh said.

Woman dragged off toto, bru-
tally assaulted in DegangaCM’s 15-Year Performance Highlights Message 

of National Unity Under ‘Unnayoner Panchali’

Political storm in Burdwan over alleged I-PAC vehicle
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PM Modi and
German Chan-
cellor Merz set 
for talks amid
rising geopo-
litical tension

PM Modi to visit 

Andamans to participate
in Netaji's 129th birth 
anniversary celebrations

PM Modi leads Shaurya Yatra 
offers prayers at Somnath temple

Doval’s call for 
revenge  'deeply unfortunate',
says Mehbooba

Alipore Zoo hippo lost mobility, 
undergoing infrared physiotherapy

Govt should refrain from hiking income tax
surcharge on super-rich in Budget: say Experts

From PG 1
been on an upswing. With
the easing of export control
and expeditious clearing of
cases, defence exports from
Germany to India have in-
creased. Both sides have a
joint working group on
counter terrorism. Ger-
many will be deploying a
German Navy liaison officer
in India’s Integrated Fusion
Centre – Indian Ocean Re-
gion (IFC-IOR). There has
been speculation that India
and Germany may finalise
an inter-governmental
agreement during Merz’s
visit for supplying six
stealth submarines to the
Indian Navy. German de-
fence major ThyssenKrupp
Marine Systems (TKMS)
and Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders Ltd (MDL) are
holding price negotiations
with the defence ministry
for an Euro 5 billion deal to
supply six stealth sub-
marines to the Indian Navy.
The deal is being billed as
one of the biggest ‘Make in
India’ projects in recent
years.

The India-German rela-
tions are also expanding in
a number of other areas,
including education, en-
ergy, skill development, cul-
ture, people-to-people
exchanges and technology.
In 2024, the two sides
launched the Indo-German
green hydrogen roadmap
that was aimed at support-
ing India’s ambition for pro-
duction, usage and export
of green hydrogen. The ex-
perts said enhancing coop-
eration in critical
technologies may also fig-
ure prominently in the talks
between Modi and Merz.
India and Germany firmed
up a strategic agenda to en-
hance Indo-German part-
nership in the 21st century
in 2000. The strategic part-
nership completed 25 years
last year. Since 2011, the
top leadership of the two
sides has been undertaking
a comprehensive review of
cooperation through the
Inter-Governmental consul-
tation (IGC framework).
The seventh IGC was held
in New Delhi in 2024. 

From PG 1
banners across the city bore the festival’s name and slogans
such as ‘Akhand Somnath and Akhand Bharat’. The entire
circle, facing the temple complex, was illuminated with
lights and floral decorations, presenting a striking sight.

"It's a celebration of the spirit of Somnath and you can
see the joy among the people on this occasion," Kotecha
stated further Even as sections of the crowd departed after
‘darshan’, cultural programmes and the drone show, more
visitors poured in, including a large number of women who
braved the early January chill with enthusiasm. Harsh Shah,
who visited the temple complex close to midnight with fam-
ily members, said, “Somnath baba is pulling people and we
also came to see the decorations and lights.” 

A nearly 15-minute drone show featuring several the-
matic formations, including huge images of Lord Shiva and
a 'shivling', and a 3D depiction of the Somnath temple, fol-
lowed by a dazzling display of fireworks, was an instant
show stealer. One of the drone formations also depicted the
destruction faced by the historic temple over the centuries,
as well as its rise and resilience. 

After Independence, efforts to restore the temple were
undertaken by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. A key milestone
was achieved in 1951 when the restored Somnath temple
was formally opened to devotees in presence of the then
President Rajendra Prasad. The Somnath temple is one of
the 12 ‘jyotirlingas’ — holy sites associated with Lord Shiva
— in the country.        

From PG 1
help restore strength in the
animal's legs," the official
said. The hippo is currently
undergoing physiotherapy
using infrared rays, he
elaborated. The radiation
helps activate nervous tis-
sues and is commonly used
to treat muscle pain, joint
pain, and nerve-related
conditions in both humans
and animals. According to
zoo sources, infrared ther-
apy has previously shown
positive results at Alipore
Zoo. Earlier, a sambar deer
that had suddenly lost the
ability to walk due to a

nerve disorder recovered
after undergoing infrared
ray therapy for about a
month. Similar treatment
was also successfully ad-
ministered to several deer
at the zoo's deer enclosure,
he said. A member of Ali-
pore Zoo's medical board
said efforts are underway
to revive the hippo's nerves
through infrared therapy.
"At this stage, it is difficult
to say how long the treat-
ment will take. However, if
the nerves respond, we are
hopeful that the animal will
regain the ability to walk,"
the veterinarian added.

From PG 1
important as the rates when
the objective is to retain cap-
ital and talent," Marwah
added. She said the wealth
tax was abolished in 2015
because collections did not
justify the administrative ef-
fort involved, and from an
administrative perspective,
the surcharge has generally
been viewed as more effi-
cient and less litigious than
the wealth tax. "With the
government now having ac-
cess to robust data trails
through GST, CRS agree-
ments and other systems,
policymakers may continue
to see surcharge adjust-
ments as a relatively simpler
option compared to asset-
based valuation regimes,"
Marwah said. Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
Partner Gouri Puri said in-
creases in tax rates could
encourage capital flight and
discourage entrepreneur-
ship and job creation. More-
over, reintroducing a wealth
tax would revive concerns
about administrative com-
plexity and compliance
costs. "Capital flight is a gen-
uine risk since mobile fami-

lies can re-domicile to other
jurisdictions with lower
rates. There is always global
competition to keep tax
regimes investor-friendly,
and harsher taxes in India
may discourage investment
and push capital away," Puri
added. Deloitte India Part-
ner Alok Agrawal said in
Budget 2023, the govern-
ment cut the highest sur-
charge rate for individuals
with income above Rs 5
crore from 37 per cent to 25
per cent. 
This reduction brought
down the maximum mar-
ginal tax rate for such tax-
payers from about 42.7 per
cent to 39 per cent. This
change applied from 1 April
2023, for FY 2023-24 (AY
2024-25) onwards and was
applicable only under the
new tax regime. "So, it
seems unlikely that the gov-
ernment would hike this
once again within a short
span of 3 years," he said.
Agrawal said as far as
wealth tax is concerned,
there has been a lot of spec-
ulation since the last couple
of years before the Budget
announcement.

From PG 1
projects in the area, he said.
"The preparation for the
PM's visit the islands  have al-
ready taken up, though it is in
the preliminary stage," a sen-
ior police officer said. There
will be a series of cultural
events at the stadium, the of-
ficials said, adding that the
local administration is plan-
ning to invite renowned
singers to perform at the sta-
dium on the occasion of
'Parakram Diwas'. The Prime
Minister had named two is-
lands - 'Shaheed' (Neil Island)
and 'Swaraj' (Havelock Is-
land) - to honour Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose’s
unparallel services to the na-
tion. Modi had also named
the 21 unnamed islands of
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands after 21 Param Vir
Chakra awardees.The pro-
posed memorial on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at
Dweep (Ross Island) will have
a museum-cum-interpreta-
tion corner, a ropeway, a
laser and sound show, a
guided heritage trail through
the island's historical build-
ings, a theme-based chil-
dren's amusement park and
a food and restro-lounge for
tourists.

From PG 1
ideology of hate and nor-
malise violence against Mus-
lims."Calling for REVENGE
in the 21st century over cen-
turies-old events is merely a
dog whistle, inciting poor and
uneducated youth to target a
minority community already
facing an onslaught from all
sides," she said.

AKLF 2026 Pays Tribute to the
Legendary M.S. Swaminathan,

The Man Who Fed India
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Apeejay Kolkata Liter-
ary Festival 2026 hosted a
compelling session at the Ali-
pore Museum titled ‘M.S.
Swaminathan: The Man
Who Fed India’, which is also
the title of the recently pub-
lished biography written by
his niece, Priyambada
Jayakumar, who was in con-
versation with author, poet,
and editor Shobha Tharoor
Srinivasan to reflect on the
life and legacy of the pio-
neering scientist widely
known as the Father of
India’s Green Revolution.The
discussion traced how M.S.
Swaminathan's work with
high-yielding crop varieties
and farmer-focused scientific
interventions transformed
India's food security land-
scape, altering the nation's
trajectory in the decades fol-
lowing Independence. Draw-
ing from her biography,
Priyambada Jayakumar
spoke about the personal
convictions, institutional bat-
tles, and the deeply human
stories that shaped his jour-
ney. During the session,
Priyambada Jayakumar
powerfully observed, "While
Gandhi gave us freedom
from colonialism, M.S.
Swaminathan gave us free-
dom from hunger.” The au-
dience also got to learn that
the ‘Evergreen Revolution’, a
partnership that erstwhile
US President Barack Obama
had announced with India in
2010 to improve global food
security and sustainability,
explicitly drew from M.S.
Swaminathan's later ideas.
This initiative aimed to build
on the successes of the origi-
nal Green Revolution while
tackling its environmental is-
sues.She highlighted a defin-
ing episode from the
biography: for seven weeks,
Swaminathan knocked on
farmers' doors in Pantnagar,
Uttarakhand, carrying hy-
brid seeds in his pocket, try-

ing to convince sceptical
farmers to try something
new. Finally, one farmer
agreed, not because of
promises, but because
Swaminathan came on Sun-
days with his family, unpaid,
demonstrating genuine com-
mitment. “That one leap of
faith actually changed
India's fortunes,” she noted,
explaining how this single
farmer's trust sparked the
widespread adoption that led
to India's granaries over-
flowing with grain by the late
1960s.Shobha Tharoor
Srinivasan brought a writer’s
lens to the session as a mod-
erator through questions of
legacy and the craft of biog-
raphical writing, discussing
with Priyambada how to bal-
ance objectivity with affec-
tion, and myth with
humanity. She also under-
scored the relevance of revis-
iting agricultural history
today, especially as concerns
around sustainability, cli-
mate stress, and food sys-
tems return to the
forefront.The concluding au-
dience interaction reflected
on the global resonance of
Swaminathan’s work, his
friendship with Verghese
Kurien, and the enduring
lessons his life offers the next
generation. that sparked
imagination and curiosity.
This was followed by ‘Fun
with History’, an interactive
session with Norm Coady for
middle school students from
Classes 6 to 8, demonstrating
how history can be made ac-
cessible, entertaining, and
relevant to young minds.The
AKLF Poetry Café, presented
in association with Alliance
Française du Bengale at Ali-
pore Museum, featured ‘An
Evening of German Poetry,
Milestones and Highlights’,
co-presented with Max
Mueller Bhavan/Goethe In-
stitut, offering audiences a
journey through German po-
etic traditions. 

(L) The Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival 2026 hosted a compelling session titled “M.S. Swaminathan: The Man Who Fed India”, featuring Priyambada
Jayakumar in conversation with author, poet, and editor Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan at the Alipore Museum in Kolkata. (R) Veteran CPI(M) leader Subhashini
Ali along with Senior CPM leader and former MP Brinda Karat during a recent panel discussion at the Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival 2026, in Kolkata.

Mamata Condoles the Sudden 
Demise of Prashant Tamang
MI News Service, Kolkata: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee ex-
pressed deep grief over the sudden
passing of Darjeeling-born singer
Prashant Tamang, popularly known
for winning Indian Idol. Tamang
passed away on Sunday at Dwarka
Hospital in Delhi at the age of 43. Shar-
ing her sorrow on social media, Ma-
mata wrote, “Saddened by the sudden
and untimely demise today of Prashant
Tamang, the popular singer of Indian
Idol fame and an artist of national
renown. His roots in our Darjeeling
hills and one-time association with
Kolkata Police made him particularly
dear to us in Bengal. I convey my con-
dolences to his family, friends, and
countless followers.” Mamata high-
lighted Tamang’s special connection
with Bengal, noting that his origins in
the Darjeeling hills and his association
with Kolkata Police made him espe-
cially close to the state. The Chief Min-
ister’s heartfelt message reflected the
singer’s significance beyond music, as
a proud son of Bengal’s hill region.

Born in January 1983, Tamang

showed a passion for music from a
young age. While working with the po-
lice, he auditioned for Indian Idol in
Mumbai and won the competition in
2007. Over the years, he established
himself in the Nepali music industry
and appeared in the web series Paatal-
Lok 2. Tamang fell ill after a musical
performance in Delhi on Saturday and
was admitted to Dwarka Hospital,

where he passed away on Sunday
morning. His untimely death has left
fans, colleagues, and the entertain-
ment community mourning.

Mamata’s condolence message re-
inforced Tamang’s special place in the
hearts of Bengalis, emphasizing his
dual identity as a talented musician
and a son of the Darjeeling hills with
ties to Kolkata Police.

Free Health Check-up Camp Held
at Vidhanpally on Swami

Vivekananda’s Birth Anniversary

MI News Service, Kolkata:
On the occasion of Swami
Vivekananda’s birth an-
niversary, a free health
check-up camp was organ-
ized on Saturday, January
11, at Vidhanpally near
Belur Station under the ini-
tiative of the Dr. Nikhil Pra-
soon Foundation. From
early morning, a large num-
ber of local residents were
seen gathering at the

camp.Along with general
health check-ups, eye ex-
aminations were also con-
ducted, and necessary
medicines were distributed
free of cost. People of all age
groups, from children to the
elderly, benefited from the
camp. Many economically
disadvantaged residents, in
particular, expressed satis-
faction after availing them-
selves of these services.

The All India Seishinkai Shitoryu
Karate Do Federation organised

Black Belt Award Ceremony 

MI News Service, Kolkata:   The All India Seishinkai Shitoryu
Karate Do Federation organised a prestigious Black Belt Award
Ceremony in Kolkata, breaking age stereotypes by honouring
senior citizens, including women above 60 years of age, for
their achievements in karate. The event showcased karate as
a lifelong discipline that transcends age and gender.More than
500 karate practitioners participated, including over 200
women and several senior karatekas, reflecting the growing
acceptance of martial arts as a path to physical fitness, mental
well-being, and self-confidence. The ceremony strongly em-
phasised inclusivity, intergenerational learning, and women’s
empowerment through self-defence training.

Kunal Ghosh Alleges ED Raid on I-PAC
Was Directed by Union Home Ministry
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate’s (ED) recent raid on
political consultancy firm I-
PAC has sparked a fresh po-
litical storm in West Bengal,
with the Trinamool Congress
alleging direct involvement
of the Union Home Ministry
in the operation. Senior TMC
leader and state general sec-
retary Kunal Ghosh on Sun-
day claimed that the ED,
which functions under the
Union Ministry of Finance,
was effectively acting on in-
structions from the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
during the raid. Backing his
allegation, Ghosh shared a
screenshot on social media
purportedly showing a con-
versation between two indi-
viduals. According to the
screenshot, one person
claims to have learned from
Saket Kumar, an aide to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, that a team of 13 ED
officials along with a deputy
director had travelled from
Delhi to Kolkata. The mes-
sage further mentions that a
cyber expert named Gulshan
Rai and another official from
Maharashtra were also part
of the group, and that they
were summoned to the CGO
Complex for an urgent meet-
ing by the Home Ministry.
Ghosh alleged that the same
ED team subsequently con-

ducted the raid at the I-PAC
office and residence of its
founder Pratik Jain, suggest-
ing that the operation was
carried out on the instruc-
tions of the Home Minister’s
office. “If this conversation is
true, it raises serious ques-
tions. Were the ED’s move-
ments being controlled by
the Union Home Ministry?
This matter requires a thor-
ough investigation,” Ghosh
wrote in his post. The TMC
has consistently claimed that
the ED raid was part of a
larger political conspiracy
orchestrated by Amit Shah.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had earlier ac-
cused central agencies of at-
tempting to seize Trinamool
Congress hard disks and
strategic documents under
the guise of a search opera-
tion. Ghosh’s post, party
leaders say, lends weight to
those allegations. 

Police Seize 
I-PAC Chief’s
Register,
Question Staff
After ED Raid
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Police have seized the entry
register book of the residen-
tial complex housing I-PAC
chief Pratik Jain as part of
their ongoing probe into the
controversial Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raid at his
Loudon Street residence. At
the same time, notices have
been issued to several resi-
dents and staff members of
the complex for question-
ing, including the facility
manager, sources said.

Investigators are exam-
ining whether ED officials
had signed the gate register
maintained by security per-
sonnel at the time of enter-
ing the premises to conduct
the search. As part of this
verification process, state-
ments of three security
guards deployed at the
complex have already been
recorded. The facility man-
ager has been served a no-
tice seeking details of all
remaining security guards,
including their names and
duty rosters for the relevant
period. Police officials said
they also intend to record
statements of multiple resi-
dents of the housing com-
plex to reconstruct the
sequence of events on the
day of the raid. Notices have
been issued asking them to
appear before investigators
and cooperate with the in-
quiry. In addition, state-
ments of staff working
inside Pratik Jain’s resi-
dence, including domestic
help and personnel respon-
sible for security arrange-
ments, have reportedly
been recorded by the police.
These statements are ex-
pected to help establish a
clearer timeline of when ED
officials arrived, how they
entered the premises, and
whether standard proce-
dures were followed.

According to sources,
ED officials began their
search operation at Pratik
Jain’s flat on Loudon Street
at around 6:15 am on
Thursday. 

However, Kolkata Police
were formally informed
about the search nearly five
hours later, reportedly
through an email sent by
the central agency. The
delay in intimation has
emerged as a key issue in
the subsequent confronta-
tion between state police
and ED officials. Soon after
learning about the search,
senior Kolkata Police offi-
cers rushed to the spot in
multiple phases. The
Deputy Commissioner
(South) also visited the resi-
dence and attempted to
speak with ED officials. Al-
legations have since sur-
faced that ED officers and
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel en-
gaged in pushing and shov-
ing with state police officers
at the gate. Sources further
claimed that CRPF person-
nel raised batons and ag-
gressively confronted senior
Kolkata Police officials dur-
ing the altercation, escalat-
ing tensions at the site. 
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Miscellaneous
Kolkata, Monday

12 January, 2026

Name Change
I, Mohammed Shamimuddin (Old
Name) S/o Late Md. Nizamuddin
residing at 81, Pilkhana 2nd Lane,
PS- Golabari, Dist– Howrah -
711101 have change and hence-
forth shall be known as
Mohammad Shamimuddin (New
Name) as declare befor Ld. Execu-
tive Magistrate (1st Class) at
Howrah vide affidavit No. 19830/25
dated 25.12.2025. That Mo-
hammed Shamimuddin (Old Name)
& Mohammad Shamimuddin (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person i.e., myself.

Name Change
I, Rajkumar Ghosh, Slo Lt. Ra-
bindranath Ghosh. R/D at Vill. Uttar
Belemath, P.O.-Belemath, P.S.- San-
tipur, Dist - Nadia. W. B. That -my
actual date of birth is 02/04/1976.
But In Some document where my
date of birth has been recorded as.
31/12/1987. Vide. A ffidavit Sworn
before the court Of Ld. Judicial
Magistrate 1st Class at Ranaghat on
07/01/26. That Every where my ac-
tual date of birth is 02/04/1976.

Name Change
I, Rajkumar Ghosh, Slo Lt. Ra-
bindranath Ghosh, RID at Vill. Uttar
Belemath, P.O.- Belemath, P.S.-:
Santipur, Dist-Nadia, W.B. Pin-
741402. Vide affidavit Sworn before
the Court of Ld. Judicial Magistrate
1st Class  at Ranaghat on 07/01/26.
That I, Rajkumar Ghosh, Raj Kr.
Ghosh and Raju Ghosh am the
Same and one identical Person.

Name Change
I, Abhijit Kumar Shaw (Old Name) S/o
Ajay Kumar Shaw Residing at Mayu-
rakshi Apartment, 288, Gopal Lal
Thakur Road, P.o+P.s - Baranagar, Dis-
trict - Kolkata, Pin - 700036, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Ab-
hijit Shaw (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 08-12-2025. Abhijit
Kumar Shaw  (Old Name) and Abhijit
Shaw (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Uttam Mondal (Old Name) S/o
Late Haribar Mondal Residing at
Bagpota Road Sonali Park, Sarsuna,
District - Kolkata, Pin - 700061,
West Bengal, India, have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Uttam Kumar Mondal
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 09-01-2026. Uttam Mondal
(Old Name) and Uttam Kumar Mon-
dal (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Poulami Santra Talukdar (Old
Name) W/o Avirup Talukdar Residing
at 1/1B/1, Ramkrishna Naskar Lane,
P.o+P.s - Beliaghata, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700010, West Bengal, India,
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Poulami
Santra (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary public Kolkata vide af-
fidavit Dated 09-01-2026. Poulami
Santra Talukdar  (Old Name) and
Poulami Santra (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Samsunara Begam (Old Name)
W/o Sk Hiru Lal Ali Residing at Ded-
hara (Majer Para), P.o - Dedhara, P.s
- Dhaniakhali, District - Hooghly, Pin
- 712302, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Musammat Sam-
sunnara Kazi Bibi (New Name) as
declared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 09-01-
2026. Samsunara Begam  (Old
Name) and Musammat Samsunnara
Kazi Bibi (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanat Kumar Mallick (Old Name)
S/o Late Tarapada Mallick Residing
at EF 43, 1943 Rajdanga Main
Road, P. Majumder Bridge, Kasba,
Vtc+P.o- E.K.T, District - Kolkata,
Pin- 700107, West Bengal, India,
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sanat
Mallick (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 07-01-2026. Sanat
Kumar Mallick (Old Name) and
Sanat Mallick (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Goutam Roy (Old Name), Son Of
Manindra Ray, Residing At Netaji-
nagar Kalony East Kapte Para Road
Bhatpara, Ps-Jagatdal-743127,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Gautam Ray (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 06/01/2026. Goutam Roy And
Gautam Ray Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sabana Khatoon (old name) wife
of Jamil Ahmad, residing at 13/H/16,
Braun Field Row, P.O.- Alipore, P.S.-
Ekbalpore, Kolkata-700027, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Shabana Khatoon (new
name), as declared Before The The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 09/01/2026. Shabana
Khatoon (new name) and Sabana
Khatoon (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sabina Yeshmin (old name) wife
of Abubakkar Ali, residing at Choto
Ganti, Narayanpur, North 24 Pgs-
700132, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sabina
Yeshmin Bibi (new name), as de-
clared Before The The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 09/01/2026. Sabina Yeshmin
Bibi (new name) and Sabina Yesh-
min (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Aanup Jagdish Agarwal  (old name)
son of Jagdish Prasad Agarwal, resid-
ing at Lake View Apartments P-266,
B-Block, Lake Town, PO-Lake Town,
P.S.- Lake Town, Dist.- Bidhannagar,
Pin- 700089, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Aanup J Agarwal
(new name), as declared Before The
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Aanup J
Agarwal (new name) and Aanup
Jagdish Agarwal (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jamil Ahmed (old name) son of
Md Suleman, residing at 13/H/16,
Braun Field Row, P.O.- Alipore, P.S.-
Ekbalpore, Kolkata-700027, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Jamil Ahmad (new
name), as declared Before The The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Jamil
Ahmad (new name) and Jamil
Ahmed (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shakil Mohammed &  Moham-
mad Shakil (old names), S/O Abdul
Qayum, residing at 27/B, DEBEN-
DRA CHANDRA DEY ROAD, TAN-
GRA, KOLKATA-700015, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Shakil (new name), as
declared Before The The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 09/01/2026. Md Shakil (new
name) and Shakil Mohammed &
Mohammad Shakil (old names) all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, M K Kwan (Old Name As Per Dl
No Wb01 1970015910), Son Of Slui
Khew Kwan, Residing At 1040,
Laskarhat Uatterpara 3rd Lane, Til-
jala, Kolkata-700039, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Wen
Chien Khan (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Ld 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate At Alipore
On 08/01/2026.M K Kwan And Wen
Chien Khan Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mosaraf Molla, Son Of Abdul 
Aziz Molla Residing At Paschim
Para, Po- Dakshin Gobindapur, De-
himedan Malla, Ps - Baruipur South
24 Pgs-700145, Do Hereby Notified
That My Father Aziz Molla (Old
Name) Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Abdul Aziz Molla (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
09/01/2025. Aziz Molla And Abdul
Aziz Molla Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Abubakkar Begg (Old Name), Son Of
Mirja Riyamad Begg, Residing At Vill-
Tupchibar, Po & Ps-Patashpur, Purba
Medinipur-721439, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mirja Abubakkar
Beg (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 08/01/2026. Abubakkar
Begg And Mirja Abubakkar Beg Both
Are The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kartik Ch Patra (Old Name), Son
Of Late Debendra Patra, Residing
At Krishna Nagar, Po- Arisanda,
Purba Medinipur- 721139, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Kartik Patra (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit No * Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
**/01/2026. Kartik Patra And Kartik
Ch Patra Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Arun Kumar Sharma (Old Name),
Son Of Bishnudeb Sharma, Residing
At 129 Surendra Nath Banerjee Road,
Kolkata- 700013, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Arun Sharma
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit No *
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On **/01/2026. Arun Sharma
And Arun Kumar Sharma Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Brij Mohan Gupta, Residing At
166/4 Lake Gardens, Kolkata-
700045, West Bengal, Do Hereby No-
tified That My Father Ramrich Pal
Gupta (Old Name) Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Ramrich Pal Agarwal
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 09/01/2025. Ramrich Pal Gupta
And Ramrich Pal Agarwal Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tapan Kumar Naskar (Old Name),
Son Of Ratan Chandra Naskar,Resid-
ing At  Bl-A,3-Fr, Fl-N/E, 172 Picnic
Garden Road,Tiljala, Vtc & Po-Tiljala,
South 24 Parganas-700039, West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Tapan
Naskar(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 07/01/2026. Tapan Kumar
Naskar And Tapan Naskar Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shabnam Khatoon (old name) wife of
Jamil Ahmad, residing at 13/H/16,
Braun Field Row, P.O.- Alipore, P.S.- Ek-
balpore, Kolkata-700027, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Shabana
Khatoon (new name), as declared Be-
fore The The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Sha-
bana Khatoon (new name) and Shab-
nam Khatoon (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Utpal Gayen (Old Name) Son Of
Kartick Chandra Gayen, Residing At
Gayen Para, Jadabbati, P.O. - Maju,
P.S.- Jagatballavpur, Dist- Howrah,
Pin- 711414, West Bengal, India,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Utpal
Kumar Gayen (New Name) As De-
clared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata Dated 09/01/2026. Utpal
Gayen ( Old Name) And Utpal
Kumar Gayen  (New Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Salim Rahaman (old name) son of
Haji Bazrul Rahman, residing at 55
Bright Street 1ST Floor, PO-Circus
Avenue, PS-Karaya, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Salim Rahman
(new name), as declared Before The
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 09/01/2026. Salim
Rahman (new name) and Salim Ra-
haman (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Fardeen Rahaman  (old name)
son of Salim Rahman, residing at 55
Bright Street 1ST Floor, PO-Circus
Avenue, PS-Karaya, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Fardeen Rahman
(new name), as declared Before The
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 09/01/2026.
Fardeen Rahman (new name) and
Fardeen Rahaman (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Farha Rahaman (old name) D/o
Sk Sarwar Ali, W/o Fardeen Rah-
man residing at 55 Bright Street
1ST Floor, PO-Circus Avenue,PS-
Karaya, Kolkata-700017, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Farha Rahman (new name), as de-
clared Before The The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 09/01/2026. Farha Rahman
(new name) and Farha Rahaman
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Alam Ara Rahaman (old name)
W/o Salim Rahman residing at 
55 Bright Street 1ST Floor, PO- 
Circus Avenue, PS-Karaya, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Alam Ara Rah-
man (new name), as declared
Before The The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/01/2026. Alam Ara Rahman
(new name) and Alam Ara Ra-
haman (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Hiralal (Old Name) S/o Sk
Abdul Rahaman Residing at Ded-
hara (Majer Para), P.o - Dedhara,
P.s - Dhaniakhali, District - Hooghly,
Pin - 712302, West Bengal, India,
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Sk Hiru Lal
Ali (New Name) as declared before
the Notary public Kolkata vide affi-
davit Dated 09-01-2026. Sk Hiralal
(Old Name) and Sk Hiru Lal Ali
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Hidayetulla S/o Late Sekh
Akbar Ali Residing at Suratsingpur,
P.o- Kankrakuli, P.s- Dhaniakhali, Dis-
trict- Hooghly, Pin- 712302, West
Bengal India, that my deceased father
who previously known as Sk Akbar
Ali (Old Name) shall henceforth be
known as Sekh Akbar Ali (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
public Kolkata vide affidavit dated 09-
01-2026. I declare that my deceased
father Sk Akbar Ali (Old Name) and
Sekh Akbar Ali (New Name) is same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sujata Saha (Old Name) W/o
Jayanta Saha Residing at 2/A, Gos-
sain Para Lane, P.o - Hatkhola, P.s -
Shyampukur District - Kolkata, Pin
- 700005, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Tanushree Saha
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 6 Dated 08-01-2026. Sujata
Saha (Old Name) and Tanushree
Saha (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, ROOP DEYBISWAS, BISWAS ROOP
DEY (Old Name) S/o Chhabi Dey Biswas
Residing at 172/2B, Picnic Garden
Road, Vtc+P.o- Tiljala, District- South
24 Parganas, Pin- 700039, West Ben-
gal, India, have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as ROOP
DEY BISWAS (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 13/2026 Dated 09-01-2026.
ROOP DEYBISWAS, BISWAS ROOP
DEY (Old Name) and ROOP DEY
BISWAS (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pashupatinath V, (Old Name) S/o
Swaminathan Viswanathan Residing
at Cascades, Tower -3, Flat-802, Uni-
world City, Opposite Karigori Bhawan,
Newtown, Action Area -3, Vtc+P.o -
New Town Action Area-III, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700160, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Pashupathinath Viswanathan (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
14/2026 Dated 09-01-2026. Pashupati-
nath V, (Old Name) and Pashupathi-
nath Viswanathan (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Samsul Haque (Old Name) S/o Sk
Jahur Alam Residing at 61C/1B, El-
liot Road, P.o - Park Street, P.s -
Park Street, District - Kolkata, Pin
- 700016, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Sk Samsul
Haque (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 09-01-2026. Samsul
Haque  (Old Name) and Sk Samsul
Haque (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anup Bhuwalka (Old Name) S/o
Narayan Das Bhuwalka Residing at
34, Jelia Para Lane, P.o - Salkia, P.s -
Golabari, District - Howrah, Pin -
711106, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Anup Kumar
Bhuwalka (New Name) as declared
before the Notary public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 09-01-2026. Anup
Bhuwalka  (Old Name) and Anup
Kumar Bhuwalka (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,  Birendra Kothari (Old Name) S/o
Somarendra Path Kothari Residing
at 27, Badri Das Tempal Street, P.o -
Shyam Bazar, P.s - Manicktala, Dis-
trict - Kolkata, Pin - 700004, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
Known as Biren Kothari (New Name)
as declared before the Notary public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 09-01-
2026. Birendra Kothari  (Old Name)
and Biren Kothari (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hafigul Islam (Old Name) S/o
Abubakar Mondal Residing at Vill -
Jashaikati, P.o- Jashaikati, P.s -
Baduria, District- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743401, West Bengal,
India, have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Hafi-
jul Islam (New Name) as declared
before the Notary public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 09-01-2026.
Hafigul Islam  (Old Name) and Hafi-
jul Islam (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Hidayetullah (Old Name) S/o
Late Sekh Akbar Ali Residing at
Suratsingpur, P.o - Kankrakuli, P.s
- Dhaniakhali, District - Hooghly,
Pin - 712302, West Bengal, India,
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Sekh Hi-
dayetulla (New Name) as declared
before the Notary public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 09-01-2026. Sk
Hidayetullah  (Old Name) and Sekh
Hidayetulla (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
11 Jan.26 : The following
trains will be regulated due
to developmental works in
Adra division:

Cancellation of Trains
1) 6 8 0 4 6 / 6 8 0 4 5

Asansol-Adra-Asansol
MEMU will remain can-
celled on13.01.2026,
14.01.2026 & 16.01.2026

2) 6 8 0 5 3 / 6 8 0 5 4
Adra-Barabhum-Adra
MEMUwill remain can-
celled on 15.01.2026 &
18.01.2026

3) 6 8 0 7 7 / 6 8 0 7 8
Adra- Bhaga-Adra
MEMUwill remain can-
celled on 18.01.2026

4) 6 8 0 6 1 / 6 8 0 6 2
Adra-Asansol-Adra MEMU
will remain cancelled on
12.01.2026 &15.01.2026

5) 68056 Tatanagar-
Asansol MEMU will remain

cancelled on 13.01.2026
Short Termination/

Short Origination of Trains
1)18019/18020 Jhar-

gram-Dhanbad- Jhargram
Express, journey com-
mencing on 12.01.2026,
14.01.2026 to 16.01.2026
& 18.01.2026 to be short-
terminated at/short-origi-
natedfrom Bokaro Steel
City. 

(2) 13503/13504 Bard-
d h a m a n - H a t i a - B a r d -
dhaman MEMU Express,
journey commencing
on12.01.2026,14.01.2026
to 18.01.2026 to be short-
terminated at / short-origi-
nated fromNSCB Gomoh. 

(3) 68060 Asansol –
Barabhum MEMU of jour-
ney commencing
on13.01.2026 to be short-
terminated at /short-origi-
nated from Adra. 

(4) 63594/63593 Asan-
sol -Purulia- Asansol
MEMU  journey commenc-
ing on12.01.2026,
13.01.2026, 15.01.2026 &
18.01.2026 to be short-ter-
minated at/short-originated
from Adra. 

(5) 68055Asansol –
TatanagarMEMU  journey
commencing on
13.01.2026 to be short-ter-
minatedat Adra

(6) 68055/68056 Asan-
sol - Tatanagar - Asansol
MEMUjourney commenc-
ing on 17.01.2026 to be
short-terminated at/short-
originated from Adra

Diversion of Train
1) 18601 Tatanagar

–Hatia Express, journey
commencing on 14.01.26 &
17.01.2026 will run on di-
verted route via Chandil-
GundaBihar - Muri.

Regulation Of Trains Due To Devel-
opmental Works In Adra DivisionMI News Service, New Delhi: In a

landmark initiative to address
India’s growing road accident cri-
sis, the Union Government is set to
launch PM-Rahat, a scheme pro-
viding cashless treatment for acci-
dent victims and incentives for
rescuers. The program, approved
by the Union Finance Ministry, is
expected to be formally announced
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
possibly on March 1, ahead of the
elections.

India records one death every
three minutes on its roads, making
it the country with the highest
number of road accident fatalities
in the world. Recent trends show
that two-wheelers account for
more deaths than four-wheelers,
with young riders aged 18–24
being the most affected. Under PM-
Rahat, victims admitted to hospi-
tals after an accident will receive

seven days of completely cashless
treatment, ensuring families do not
bear any medical expenses during
critical initial care. The scheme
also aims to tackle the widespread

reluctance of bystanders to assist
accident victims due to fear of po-
lice entanglements or disputes over
hospital bills. To encourage prompt
intervention, PM-Rahat will reward

rescuers with ₹25,000 and a
medal, provided the injured person
is admitted immediately to the hos-
pital and survives. Officials empha-
sized that the award is contingent
upon the life of the patient being
saved. “The objective is simple: to
save lives without delay and recog-
nize those who step forward in mo-
ments of crisis,” said a senior
government official. Road safety
experts have welcomed the move,
noting that timely intervention
often makes the difference be-
tween life and death in accident
cases. With India witnessing a
surge in road accident deaths, PM-
Rahat is expected to incentivize
public participation in emergency
response, streamline hospital ad-
mission, and provide much-needed
relief to victims and their families,
while also cultivating a culture of
civic responsibility.

Government to pay Rs25,000 to road rescues

MI News Service, Purulia:
In an extraordinary turn of
weather, parts of western
Purulia witnessed what lo-
cals are calling “snow”
over the weekend, leaving
residents both astonished
and awed. For the first
time in years, the fields
and haystacks of Jhalda
and surrounding areas
were blanketed with a
white layer of frost-like
snow, a phenomenon
rarely observed in this part
of West Bengal. 

The unusually severe
cold wave, which has
gripped Jangalmahal for
several days, brought tem-
peratures down to a
record 5–6°C, forcing resi-
dents to light fires just to
keep warm. Early morning
walkers in the Bandowan
region, including Bimal
Kuiri, Thakurdas Mahat,
and Satyanarayan Swar-
nakar, were surprised to
find the haystacks along
the roadside coated with
what appeared to be snow.
On closer inspection, it was
confirmed as ground-level

frost, forming a delicate,
crystalline layer over the
straw. “This is unlike any-
thing we have seen be-
fore,” said locals gathered
to witness the spectacle.
“It feels as if we are expe-
riencing snowfall in
Jhalda, not Kashmir or
Darjeeling.” While the un-
usual white blanket of-
fered a picturesque sight
for many, it also exacer-
bated the hardships faced
by the elderly and chil-
dren, who struggle to cope
with the biting cold. Resi-
dents report difficulty in
venturing outdoors in the
early hours, as the severity

of the frost rivals winters
in regions far north. Mete-
orologists confirm that this
is not actual snowfall but a
case of ground frost, oc-
curring when water vapor
freezes into fine ice parti-
cles due to a sudden drop
in temperature. A similar
event was reported in
2019 in Begunkodar,
which briefly captured so-
cial media attention. As
Purulia grapples with this
record winter chill, the
rare phenomenon has
sparked both wonder and
concern, highlighting the
region’s vulnerability to
sudden cold snaps.

Winter Wonderland Hits Jangalmahal

MI News Service, Siliguri:
After a hiatus of nearly six
years, the iconic Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway (DHR)
toy train has resumed its
jungle safari service, offer-
ing tourists an immersive
journey through the Ma-
hananda Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. The special service,
which began on Sunday,
will operate twice a week
on the Siliguri–Gayabari
route, blending the thrill of
a mountain ride with the
serenity of North Bengal’s
forests and tea gardens. 

Authorities said the re-
vival has been executed
under a public-private
partnership (PPP) model,
aimed at boosting local
tourism and generating
employment opportunities.
“This service will highlight
the hills, forests, and folk
culture of North Bengal,”
said DHR Director Rishab
Chowdhury. “We are also
planning to launch several
new safari routes during
the tourist season. The
Gayabari route offers a
distinct experience com-
pared to Darjeeling or
Kurseong. All rides will be
during daylight hours, with
multiple new engines and
renovated heritage
coaches ensuring comfort
and safety.” The jungle sa-
fari promises a unique per-
spective of the region’s
natural beauty, as passen-
gers travel through dense
forests, over rolling hills,

and past sprawling tea
gardens. Tourist amenities,
including breakfast, lunch,
and afternoon tiffin, have
been arranged, according
to Sanjay Goswami, head
of the organization manag-
ing the PPP initiative.
Tourists have welcomed
the relaunch enthusiasti-
cally. Rajkumar Agarwal, a
frequent visitor, said, “I
immediately booked a full
room when I learned the
safari had started. The
chance to enjoy a picnic at
Tindharia while reliving
memories of the toy train
is exciting.” DHR authori-
ties hope the service will
attract a steady flow of vis-
itors, strengthen the local
tourism sector, and revive
interest in one of North
Bengal’s most treasured
experiences—a scenic and
culturally rich ride
through the hills and
forests aboard the historic
mountain toy train.

Toy train adventure returns, tourist thrilled

Shocking home robbery: Dismissed IAS officer targeted
MI News Service, Pune: In a
dramatic incident that has
sent shockwaves through
Pune, dismissed IAS officer
**Pooja Khedkar** and her
family were allegedly tied
up and robbed by a domes-
tic worker who drugged
them with sleeping pills. The
shocking episode reportedly
took place at the Khedkar
family bungalow on Baner
Road late Saturday night.

According to police

sources and a statement
given by Pooja to authorities,
the maid, a Nepalese na-
tional recently employed by
the family, mixed sedatives
into the family’s dinner. After
consuming the food, all three
members fell unconscious.
The accused then tied them
up and fled with mobile
phones and other valuables.
Pooja managed to free her-
self later and alerted the po-
lice using another phone. No
formal written complaint has
been filed as of yet. The inci-
dent comes amid a series of
controversies surrounding
Pooja Khedkar. Previously
appointed as Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate (ADM) of
Pune, she was dismissed fol-
lowing allegations of abusing
power, including the misuse
of Maharashtra government
stickers and red lights on her
personal vehicle.

MI News Service, Bankura:
The ongoing Special Identifi-
cation and Review (SIR) ex-
ercise has sent shockwaves
across West Bengal as three
primary school principals,
serving as Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs), reportedly took their own
lives under immense work pressure. The
tragic incidents highlight mounting con-
cerns over the mental and emotional toll
on teachers entrusted with election-re-
lated responsibilities.

In Murshidabad, Hamimul Islam,
headmaster of Char Krishnapur Boys Pri-
mary School in Ranitala, was found dead
in a school room on Saturday night. Resi-
dents say Hamimul, who was working as
the BLO of a booth in Purba Alaipur vil-
lage, did not return home after school.
Family members allege that he was under
severe stress due to his SIR duties. The
police recovered his body and sent it for
autopsy. Simultaneously, in Bankura,
Haradhan Mandal, also a primary school
principal and the BLO of booth 206 in
Ranibandh, was found hanging in a class-
room after failing to return home. A sui-
cide note recovered at the scene read, “I
can’t take the pressure anymore. I am re-
sponsible for the work of the BLO. Forgive

me.” Family members indi-
cated that Mandal had been
struggling with depression,
exacerbated by the heavy
workload of SIR responsibili-
ties. Earlier, in Krishnanagar,
Nadia district, Rinku Taraf-

dar, 54, a part-time teacher and BLO of
booth 201 in Chapra Bangalji, also ended
her life. In her suicide note, she cited the
Election Commission and the inhuman de-
mands of the SIR work as reasons for her
tragic decision. Tarafdar, a resident of
Shasthitala, Krishnanagar, had been bal-
ancing teaching duties with the added
burden of election administration in a
Muslim-majority area. These successive
tragedies have raised alarm among edu-
cators and political observers alike,
sparking debates over the mental health
risks associated with SIR and other elec-
tion-related administrative pressures. The
incidents underline the urgent need for
systemic reforms and psychological sup-
port for frontline educators who are now
being thrust into high-pressure civic roles.
Police investigations are ongoing in all
three districts, and families of the de-
ceased have demanded accountability,
stressing that the victims were overbur-
dened and unsupported in their roles.

Three Bengal BLOs Take Own Lives Amid SIR Pressure

Kalna hospital steps up with advanced CCU
MI News Service, Purba
Burdwan: Kalna Subdis-
trict Hospital is set to sig-
nificantly strengthen
healthcare services for
residents of Kalna and sur-
rounding areas with the
upcoming launch of a 24-
bed Critical Care Unit
(CCU), a major step toward
providing advanced med-
ical treatment closer to
home. The new facility is
expected to greatly im-
prove the hospital’s ability
to manage critically ill pa-
tients who previously had
to be referred to distant
urban hospitals.

The announcement
was made during a review
meeting chaired by Swa-
pan Debnath, Minister of
State for Livestock and
Chairman of the Patient
Welfare Association. The
meeting was attended by
hospital superintendents,
senior doctors, nursing
staff, and officials from the
Public Works Department,
who assessed the progress
of ongoing infrastructure
projects. According to Deb-
nath, nearly 90 percent of

the construction work for
the CCU has already been
completed, and efforts are
underway to ensure its
early operational launch.

“This Critical Care Unit
will dramatically enhance
the hospital’s treatment
capacity,” Debnath said.
“Our goal is to modernize
healthcare infrastructure
and ensure that people in
Kalna and nearby regions
receive timely, quality, and
advanced medical care
without unnecessary de-
lays.” He emphasized that
strengthening district-level
hospitals is key to reducing
pressure on major city
hospitals. In addition to the
CCU, another important
development is underway
at the hospital. Work has
begun to connect the old
isolation ward with the
medicine department, a
move that will increase
bed capacity and allow for
better patient manage-
ment. Hospital officials
noted that this integration
will help streamline serv-
ices and improve overall
efficiency in patient care.
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Union Minister Kiren Rijiju attends the FIFA World Cup trophy tour by Coca-Cola, in New Delhi. 

‘Save MGNREGA’: Cong-
workers  hold symbolic

fast in Varanasi
MI News Service, Varanasi:
Congress workers on Sun-
day staged a protest under
the banner ‘MGNREGA
BachaoSangram’ at Town-
hall Park of Maidagin in
Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi.
Uttar Pradesh Congress
President Ajay Rai, along
with party workers, held a
symbolic fast against the re-
peal of MGNREGA and the
introduction of the new
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM
G) near the Mahatma
Gandhi and Bhim-
raoAmbedkar statue.

Speaking to ANI, the UP
Congress chief said, “We
are on a fast. Around the
Mahatma Gandhi and
BhimraoAmbedkar statue,
we are sitting on a fast. This
government ended the
MGNREGA law, and to
protest that each of our
Congress workers is sitting
on the streets. We want to
remove those who want to
remove Mahatma Gandhi’s
name.” Emphasising that
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) wants to take
away the “rights of the peo-
ple”, Rai said the Congress
party will not allow that to
happen, which is why the
protests are occurring. He
also alleged that the police
had been deployed to create
disruptions in the fast, even
as far as stopping the oppo-
sition leaders at their
homes.

“They want to even sup-
press our fast. But, still,
each of our Congress work-
ers will fight for the rights of
the poor people, and we will
bring back their rights to
them,” he said. Claiming
that the name of the new
scheme, “G RAM G”, is a
way for the ruling BJP to
spread “false” propaganda,
he emphasised that it was
Mahatma Gandhi who felt
more connected to “Lord
Ram”, even describing the

leader’s death incident as
an example.

He said, “The name (of
the new scheme) is G RAM
G, the people of the BJP are
spreading false propa-
ganda, but the name Ma-
hatma Gandhi was kept
after a lot of contemplation
by our party. What were the
last words of Mahatma
Gandhi, when he was mur-
dered by the Sangh people
by NathuramGodse? His
last words were ‘hey ram,
hey ram, hey ram’, he re-
membered Lord Ram only.”

He also described the
party’s future plans for ral-
lies across the state, noting
that Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, Mallikar-
junKharge, and other na-
tional leaders will attend
the main rally in Lucknow.
“We will not let the name of
Mahatma Gandhi be forgot-
ten. There will be a historic
rally in which Beneras will
conduct it’s rally on January
8, then there is Mathura,
Ayodhya, Gorakhpur,
Prayagraj, Sitapur on Janu-
ary 24, it will end in Ram-
abaiAmbedkarMaidan in
the form of a historic rally,
which is going to be held in
Lucknow in which Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi,
MallikarjunKharge and all
the national leadership will
be there. We will have a
rally in Benaras from Janu-
ary 8. Obviously, there will
be a presence of national
leadership, and there will
be a big rally”, he said.

On January 3, Congress
announced a nationwide
three-phase agitation titled
“MGNREGA Bachao”, after
the Centre’s newly enacted
VB-G RAM G Act. President
DroupadiMurmu gave as-
sent to the VB—G RAM G
Bill, 2025, marking a signif-
icant milestone in the trans-
formation of rural
employment policy, as per a
release by the President’s
Secretariat.

Fadnavis promises AI to track illegal 
Bangladeshis;10,000 new buses for city

MI News Service, Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Chief Minister and BJP leader De-
vendraFadnavis, along with Deputy
Chief Minister EknathShinde and BJP
National General Secretary Vinod
Tawde, on Sunday launched the Ma-
hayuti alliance's manifesto for the up-
coming Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) elections. Address-
ing the gathering, Fadnavis stated that
his government aims to identify and de-
port illegal Bangladeshis in Mumbai,
claiming the highest number have al-
ready been deported. He added that an
AI tool to track them will be ready in six
months and promised the addition of
10,000 BEST buses to the city's roads,
criticising previous leaders for failing
on these issues.

He said, "We'll free Mumbai from
Bangladeshis. We've deported the high-
est so far. With AI, we'll identify and de-
port 100% Bangladeshis. AI tool will be
ready in six months. Soon, there will be
10,000 BEST buses on the roads. We'll
identify and deport illegal

Bangladeshis. Don't worry about those
leaders who've failed." The State Elec-
tion Commission in Maharashtra has
announced elections to 29 municipal
corporations across the state, including
the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpora-

tion (BMC), Pune Municipal Corpora-
tion (PMC) and the PimpriChinchwad
Municipal Corporation (PCMC). Polling
will be held on January 15, with count-
ing scheduled for January 16. On Jan-
uary 8, the 12 suspended Congress
corporators from Maharashtra's Am-
bernath municipal council on Thursday
joined the Bharatiya Janata Party. BJP,

in a rare move, entered into an alliance
with Congress to gain control over the
Ambernath municipal council to keep
out its ally EknathShinde's Shiv Sena.
Shiv Sena won the highest number of
27 seats, just four shy of a majority in
the 60-member House. BJP, on the
other hand, won 14 seats, Congress
won 12, AjitPawar's NCP won 4 seats,
and two seats went to independent
candidates, prompting BJP to ally with
Congress and AjitPawar's NCP.

BJP also formed a similar alliance
with AsaduddinOwaisi's AIMIM and
several other parties in the Akot Munic-
ipal Council in Akola district. Following
the alliance, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP San-
jay Raut called out the BJP for "their
double standards" of giving a slogan of
"Congress-free India" and then enter-
ing into an alliance with them to secure
a majority in the Ambernath municipal
council. He also criticised the BJP for
being in alliance with AjitPawar's NCP,
stating that AjitPawar does not believe
in Veer Savarkar's ideology. 

A protester holds a placard during a statewide bandh called by social groups and po-
litical organisations over the Ankita Bhandari murder case, in Dehradun.

"BJP doing politics of hatred": Punjab CM
Mann over alleged doctored video of Atishi
MI News Service, Bathinda:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of
spreading hatred and play-
ing politics of religion in the
state.He criticised the BJP
for allegedly misrepresent-
ing former Delhi Chief Min-
ister Atishi's speech in the
Delhi Assembly and said
such actions aim to incite
people and spread misin-
formation. Addressing a
press conference here,
Mann said, "BJP is doing
politics of religion, politics
of hatred. They are at-
tempting to incite religious
sentiments in Punjab
through actions which
could not even be thought
of." "In the Delhi Assembly,
Atishi's voice was used, and
they gave subtitles arbitrar-
ily, attempting to pass it off
as disrespect for Guru
Sahib. Forensics examined
the video and gave a report
that she did not even utter
the word 'Guru'," he added.
Mann claimed that the BJP
had done similar things in

the past, dubbing one slo-
gan as something entirely
different, since their policy
was to "instigate people
and spread misinforma-
tion".

"This is the disgusting
mindset of the BJP. They
had been doing this in the
past, too. One slogan is
raised, and it is dubbed as
something entirely differ-
ent. Their policy is to insti-
gate people and spread
misinformation. I strongly
condemn this. It is they who
actually did sacrilege by
mentioning the names of
Gurus in the subtitles. They
are anti-Punjab and hate
Punjabis a lot," the Punjab
CM said. Earlier, Aa-

mAadmi Party (AAP) Delhi
President SaurabhBharad-
waj, along with other party
leaders, reached Raj Ghat
in the national capital to
protest against the BJP over
the alleged circulation of a
doctored video of Delhi
Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) Atishi. AAP MLA Jar-
nail Singh accused the BJP
of conspiring to divert at-
tention from key issues con-
cerning the national capital.
"The BJP government has
resorted to a very cheap
conspiracy to sideline the
real issues of Delhi in this
assembly session. The op-
position had to ask the gov-
ernment so many questions
pertaining to the issues of
the people of Delhi, but a
conspiracy by a BJP MLA,
in which he doctored a
video of LoPAtishi, is an ex-
ample of their corrupt
thoughts," Singh said.

According to a forensic
report dated January 9, the
word "Guru" was not ut-
tered by Atishi in the audio
clips circulating on social
media, a release said. 

AAP appoints
Valmiki Naik
as Goa State
President

MI News Service, Panaji:
The AamAadmi Party (AAP)
on Sunday appointed
Valmiki Naik as its Goa state
president. The party also re-
leased a list of new office
bearers for its Goa unit.

The decision was ap-
proved by the party’s Politi-
cal Affairs Committee,
according to an official no-
tice issued on January 11.
As per the announcement,
Gerson Gomes has been
named State Working Presi-
dent, Prashant Naik will
serve as State Organisation
Secretary, and
SandeshTeleikarDessai has
been appointed State Senior
Vice President. The party
wished the newly appointed
leaders success in their new
roles. The development
comes days after Amit
Palekar resigned from the
party, citing “self-respect
and clarity”.

In a post on X, Palekar
shared his resignation letter
written to the party’s na-
tional convenor, Arvind Ke-
jriwal and the party’s
in-charge for Goa, Atishi
and wrote, “I am resigning
from the @AamAadmiParty
today. This decision comes
after deep introspection and
with a clear conscience. Po-
sitions matter less than
principles. Power matters
less than purpose. I choose
to stand by my convictions
and the people of Goa. The
journey continues.”

Before his resignation,
Palekar was relieved of his
role as the Goa unit presi-
dent following the party’s
poor performance in local
body polls. In a letter dated
January 5, Palekar said he
had resigned from the pri-
mary membership of the
party. “I did not enter public
life in pursuit of posts or po-
sitions. I joined the party be-
lieving in its promise of an
alternative political culture,
one anchored in trans-
parency, internal democ-
racy, and respect for
grassroots voices. Over time,
however, it became increas-
ingly difficult to reconcile
these ideals with the way
decisions are presently
taken and communicated.”
“When dialogue and consul-
tation are limited, and deci-
sions flow only from the top,
it does not weaken individu-
als but strains institutions.
For a movement that set out
to redefine democratic func-
tioning, this divergence has
been deeply disheartening,”
he added. 

Himanta Sarma
should be mindful
of his language:
Imran Masood
over Hindu 
PM remark
MI News Service, New Delhi:
Congress MP Imran Masood
on Sunday criticised Assam
Chief Minister Hi-
mantaBiswaSarma for his
remark that India, being a
Hindu nation, will always
have a Hindu Prime Minis-
ter. Masood said such state-
ments have no basis in the
Constitution and stressed
that religion should not de-
termine who holds constitu-
tional positions. He also said
that, as a Chief Minister
holding a constitutional post,
he should be “mindful of his
language.”  Masood said, “Is
this written in the Constitu-
tion? This seems practically
impossible, but nothing like
this is written in the Consti-
tution. Even a Sikh became
Prime Minister here. A per-
son’s position of power can-
not be determined by
religion here.He is the Chief
Minister, a constitutional
post; he should be mindful of
his language”

A day earlier, Sarma re-
sponded to Owaisi’s “hijab-
clad woman as PM”
statement, which he had
given a day earlier, saying
that even though it is consti-
tutionally possible, India,
being a Hindu nation, will
see a Hindu person becom-
ing the Prime Minister of the
country. While addressing
the media, Sarma said,
“Constitutionally, there is no
bar. Anyone can become the
Prime Minister. But India is
a Hindu nation, Hindu civili-
sation, and we will always
believe, and we are ex-
tremely confident that the
Indian Prime Minister will
always be a Hindu person.”
On Friday, Owaisi said that
one day a hijab-clad daugh-
ter will become the Prime
Minister of India, highlight-
ing the inclusivity of the In-
dian Constitution. Speaking
at the election meeting in So-
lapur, Maharashtra, Owaisi
argued that such inclusivity
is not offered in Pakistan’s
constitution, which restricts
people of other religions
from holding top posts.

“Modi govt attempting to cover up
scale of its incompetence”: Jairam

Ramesh on air pollution issue
MI News Service, New
Delhi: Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Sunday,
while flagging the air pollu-
tion issue, accused the Cen-
tre of downplaying its
health impacts, arguing
that it is not just ignorance
on the part of the govern-
ment but an attempt to
mask administrative fail-
ure, negligence, and in-
competence. In a post on
‘X’, Ramesh issued a state-
ment calling air pollution a
nationwide public health
emergency and saying the
Modi government’s re-
sponse has been grossly in-
adequate and ineffective.

“Twice so far in Parlia-
ment – first on 29th July
2024 and then on 9th De-
cember 2025 – the Modi
Government has tried to
downplay the health im-
pact of air pollution. The
Modi Government is not
blind to the truth, it is only
attempting to cover up the
scale of its incompetence
and negligence,” said the
statement.  Citing a report
from the Centre for Re-
search on Energy and
Clean Air, Ramesh claimed
that the analysis confirms
air pollution as a struc-
tural, nationwide crisis.

“A new analysis by the
Centre for Research on En-
ergy and Clean Air (CREA)
has now confirmed what
was always India’s worst-
kept secret – that the air
quality is a nation-wide,
structural crisis for which
the Government response
is exceedingly ineffective
and inadequate. Using
satellite data, the study
found that nearly 44 per
cent of Indian cities – that
is 1,787 out of 4,041 statu-
tory towns assessed – have
chronic air pollution, with
annual PM2.5 levels consis-
tently exceeding the na-
tional standard over five
years (2019-2024, exclud-
ing 2020),” the statement
said. Congress General Sec-
retary (communications)
said the government must
overhaul the National

Clean Air Programme
(NCAP). “The Government
must drastically increase
the funds made available
under the NCAP. The cur-
rent budget, inclusive of
NCAP funding and the 15th
Finance Commission’s
grants, is about Rs. 10,500
crores, spread across 131
cities! Our cities need at
least 10-20 times more
funding – NCAP must be
made a Rs. 25,000 crore
program and spread across
the 1,000 most polluted
towns in the country. NCAP
must adopt the measure-
ment of PM 2.5 levels as the
yardstick for performance.
NCAP must reorient its
focus to key sources of
emissions – burning of solid
fuels, vehicular emissions,
and industrial emissions,”
read the statement.

Meanwhile, the na-
tional capital woke up to a
windy and chilly Sunday
morning, with the temper-
ature recorded at 6.6 de-
grees Celsius and a thin
layer of smog affecting vis-
ibility across several areas.

Air quality showed
some improvement, with
the overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) falling to the
‘poor’ category from the
‘very poor’ category. The
city’s average AQI stood at
298, according to data from
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB).

Sugarcane Juice seller
from Kerala turns travel
dreams into reality, vis-
its 10 countries
MI News Service, Kannur:
For the past 30 years,
Hashim VP, a native of Pap-
pinisseri, has been selling
sugarcane juice in front of
the Jawahar Municipal Sta-
dium in Kannur, quietly
turning his small roadside
business into a gateway to
the world. What began as a
modest means of livelihood
gradually became the
source of his greatest pas-
sion – travelling. He has
travelled to 10 countries so
far. Over the years, Hashim
has travelled to Israel,
Palestine, Jordan, Egypt,
Iraq, Malaysia, Thailand,
Azerbaijan, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia, turning his
love for travel into a life-
long pursuit. He now plans
to visit China in the coming
months, accompanied by
his wife and elder brother.
Speaking to ANI, Hashim
said, “I travelled to 10
countries so far, including
Israel, Palestine, Jordan,
Egypt, Iraq, Malaysia,
Thailand, Azerbaijan,
Turkey, and Saudi Arabia.
The last trip I did was to
Turkey; it is beautiful. Now,
after 3 months, I’m plan-
ning to visit China.” With
the income earned from
selling sugarcane juice,
Hashim has explored desti-
nations far beyond his
hometown, always accom-
panied by his wife
Haseena.

His first international
journey gave him an expe-
rience that opened the
doors to more adventures.
Since then, he has travelled
extensively across India
and ventured abroad to ten
countries. Recalling the be-
ginning of his journey, the
67-year-old said that his
first trip to Delhi was in
2012. At the time, June and
July were off-season for his
business, and he would
usually close his shop and
stay at home.

"Tubelight in his head”:
AIMIM’s Owaisi slams
Himanta Sarma over
Hindu PM remark
MI News Service, Nagpur :
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
AsaduddinOwaisi on Sunday
launched a sharp attack on
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
mantaBiswaSarma, saying
there was a “tubelight” in-
side the head of the BJP
leader and accused him of
not understanding the Con-
stitution. His remark came
after Sarma responded to
Owaisi’s “hijab-clad woman
as PM” statement, which he
had given a day earlier, say-
ing that even though it is
constitutionally possible,
India, being a Hindu nation,
will see a Hindu person be-
coming the Prime Minister of
the country.

Addressing reporters,
Owaisi said, “There is a
‘tubelight’ in his head. He
took an oath on the Constitu-
tion. Where is this written in
the Constitution?... Pak-
istan’s Constitution mentions
that person of just one com-
munity can become the PM
and President of that coun-
try. In our country, Babasa-
hebAmbedkar gave the
Constitution. He was more
intelligent and educated than
HimantaBiswaSarma.”

“Unfortunately, people
who do not understand the
Constitution and its spirit
that this country does not be-
long to just one community.
It is the beauty of this coun-
try that it is for those people
who do not believe in God.
He (Assam CM) has a petty
mindset. So, he says such
petty things,” he said.

A day earlier, Hi-
mantaBiswaSarma, while
addressing media persons
said, “Constitutionally,
there is no bar. Anyone can
become the Prime Minister.
But India is a Hindu nation,
Hindu civilisation, and we
will always believe, and we
are extremely confident
that the Indian Prime Min-
ister will always be a
Hindu person.”
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NEW JERSEY : Infertility treat-
ment patients were twice as likely
to be hospitalised with heart dis-
ease in the year following delivery
as spontaneously conceived
patients, according to a study con-
ducted by Rutgers Health experts
using more than 31 million hospi-
tal records.

Infertility patients were 2.16
times more likely to be hospi-
talised for hypertension, or dan-
gerously elevated blood pressure
than normally conceived patients.

"Postpartum checkups are
necessary for all patients, but this
study indicates they are particu-
larly important for patients who
undergo infertility treatment to
achieve a conception," said Rei
Yamada, an obstetrics and gyne-
cology resident at Rutgers Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School and
lead author of the study.

The study authors say their
results support standards of care
that now call for an initial post-
partum checkup three weeks after
delivery, standards that some
health systems have yet to adopt.
Much of the elevated risk came in
the first month after delivery, par-
ticularly for patients who devel-
oped dangerously high blood
pressure. "And these results
aren't the only ones to indicate

that follow-up should occur early,"
said CandeAnanth, chief of the
Division of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics in the Department of
Obstetrics, Gynecology, and
Reproductive Sciences at Rutgers
Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School and senior author of the
study. "We have been involved in a
series of studies over the past few
years that have found serious
risks of heart disease and stroke
to various high-risk patient popu-
lations within those initial 30 days
after delivery - risks that could be

mitigated with earlier follow-up
care." The study analyzed the
Nationwide Readmissions
Database, which contains nation-
ally representative data on about
31 million hospital discharges and
readmissions per year. The data-
base contains diagnosis codes,
which let researchers find specific
populations and identify reasons
for readmission.

The researchers used data
from more than 31 million
patients who were discharged fol-
lowing delivery from 2010 to

2018, including 287,813 patients
who had undergone any infertility
treatment.

Although infertility treatment
predicted a sharply elevated risk
of heart disease, the study authors
said the relative youth of infertili-
ty treatment patients kept their
overall risk fairly low. Just 550 of
every 100,000 women who
received infertility treatment and
355 of every 100,000 who con-
ceived naturally were hospitalized
with cardiovascular disease in the
year after delivery.

The cause of the elevated risk
of heart disease associated with
infertility treatment remains
unclear. The increase in heart dis-
ease could stem from the infertili-
ty treatments themselves, the
underlying medical issues that
made patients infertile or some
other cause.

"Looking forward, I'd like to
see if different types of infertility
treatment and, importantly, med-
ications are associated with differ-
ent risk levels," said Yamada.
"Our data gave no information
about which patients had under-
gone which treatment. More
detailed information might also
provide insight into how infertility
treatment impacts cardiovascular
outcomes."

LIFE expectancy around the world is projected to
improve by almost five years in men and by over four
years in women between 2022 and 2050, according
to a global study published in The Lancet journal.

Researchers said that the improvements are
expected to be the highest in countries where life
expectancy is lower, thereby contributing to an over-
all enhancement of life expectancy across geogra-
phies. Public health meas-
ures preventing and
improving survival rates
from cardiovascular dis-
eases, COVID-19, and a
range of communicable,
maternal, neonatal, and
nutritional diseases, are
largely driving the trend of
increasing life expectancy
globally, the authors said.

"In addition to an
increase in life expectancy
overall, we have found that
the disparity in life
expectancy across geogra-
phies will lessen," said Chris Murray, director of the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME),
University of Washington, US.

"This is an indicator that while health inequalities
between the highest and lowest income regions will
remain, the gaps are shrinking, with the biggest
increases anticipated in Sub-Saharan Africa," said
Murray. The IHME coordinates the Global Burden of
Disease (GBD) study, the "largest and most compre-
hensive effort to quantify health loss across places
and over time."

However, the researchers from the GBD 2021
Forecasting Collaborators said that the ongoing shift

in disease burden to non-communicable diseases
such as cardiovascular ones, cancer and diabetes,
and exposure to associated risk factors including
obesity and high blood pressure, will have the most
impact on the next generation.

This shift was analysed to increase an individual's
years lived with disability or YLDs. Disease burden is
the impact of a health problem on a given population,

measured through varied
indicators such as deaths,
disability, or financial
costs. Therefore, as the
disease burden shifts from
that of communicable ones
to non-communicable
health problems, people
are expected to live longer,
but with more years spent
in poor health, the
researchers said.

They said that healthy
life expectancy around the
world, referring to the
number of years one could

expect to live in good health, will increase by 2.6
years in the coming years - from 64.8 years in 2022
to 67.4 years in 2050.

For India, the study has projected that by 2050, on
average, men could have a life expectancy of over 75
years, while that for women could be almost 80
years. Healthy life expectancy, however, was project-
ed to be over 65 years for both men and women in
India. Drawing on the work of more than 11,000 col-
laborators, the GBD 2021 includes more than 607 bil-
lion estimates of 371 diseases and injuries and 88
risk factors in 204 countries and territories, accord-
ing to the IHME. 

BARCELONA, SPAIN : A novel
biomarker for Alzheimer's dis-
ease in its asymptomatic phases
has been discovered by a recent
study headed by the Molecular
and Cellular Neurobiotechnology
group at the Institute for
Bioengineering of Catalonia
(IBEC) and the University of
Barcelona.

The molecule is called miR-
519a-3p, and it is a microRNA
that has been directly connected
to the expression of the cellular
prion protein (PrPC), which is dys-
regulated in patients with
Alzheimer's disease and other
neurodegenerative illnesses.

The hunt for stable, readily
observable biomarkers in bioflu-
ids, such microRNAs, presents a
chance to identify Alzheimer's
early on when the disease is
asymptomatic. This condition,
which affects over 35 million peo-
ple globally, might be diagnosed
and treated far more effectively
with early detection.

The expression of some
microRNAs is known to be dereg-
ulated in Alzheimer's patients.
However, this is the first time that
this microRNA has been specifi-
cally linked to the decrease in cel-
lular prion protein production
during disease progression.

"Currently, tests to diagnose
Alzheimer's disease are usually
carried out after the onset of
symptoms, when there is already
underlying cognitive impairment.
We believe that the detection of
this microRNA may help to estab-
lish additional criteria for a more
accurate diagnosis in the early
stages of the disease," explains
IBEC principal investigator Jose
Antonio del Rio, full professor at
the Faculty of Biology and the
Institute of Neurosciences of the
University of Barcelona (UB) and
co-leader of the study.

The study also comparatively
analyses the presence of the bio-
marker in samples from other
neurodegenerative diseases:

If our goal is to use miR-519a-
3p as a biomarker to detect
Alzheimer's dementia in hypo-
thetically healthy people, it is
essential to ensure that its levels
are not altered in other neurode-
generative diseases. In our study,
we compared the levels of this
biomarker in samples from other
tauopathies and Parkinson's dis-
ease, confirming that the changes
in miR-519a-3p are specific to
Alzheimer's disease," said IBEC
senior researcher Rosalina Gavin,
UB associate professor and co-
leader of the study. 

PENNSYLVANIA : According to recent
research, dopamine is essential for the
growth of neurons. Researchers have
shown that autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) and disrupted impaired develop-
mental dopamine signalling are relat-
ed.

Their findings open the door for
future targeted therapies by highlight-
ing the significance of researching
developmental signalling pathways to
comprehend the aetiology of ASD.
Their research is published by Elsevier
in The American Journal of Pathology.
Lead investigators Lingyan Xing, PhD,
and Gang Chen, PhD, Key Laboratory
of Neuroregeneration of Jiangsu and
the Ministry of Education, Co-innova-
tion Center of Neuroregeneration,
NMPA Key Laboratory for Research
and Evaluation of Tissue Engineering
Technology Products, Nantong
University, explained, "While dopamine
is commonly recognized as a neuro-
transmitter, its significance in the
developmental aspects of autism is
largely unexplored. Recent studies
have highlighted the crucial roles of
dopamine and serotonin in develop-
ment and their importance in the con-
struction of neural circuits."

"In addition, studies have indicated
that the use of dopamine-related drugs
during pregnancy is associated with an
increased risk of autism in children.
Armed with these tantalizing clues, we
embarked on a mission to bridge the
gap between dopamine's known func-
tions and its potential impact on neu-
rodevelopmental disorders, particular-
ly autism. Our quest was to uncover a
novel therapeutic target that could rev-
olutionize the way we approach autism
treatment." Investigators studied the
role of disrupted dopaminergic signal-
ing in the etiology of ASD by integrating
human brain RNA sequencing tran-
scriptome analysis and a zebrafish
model, recognized for its high degree of
conservation with humans. To analyze
the developmental deficits in ASD sys-
tematically, two large publicly avail-
able data sets were retrieved from

the National Center for
Biotechnology Information (NCBI)
Gene Expression Omnibus database
and RNA sequencing data from
Arkinglab. Transcriptome analysis of
human brains revealed significant
correlations between changes in
dopaminergic signaling pathways
and neural developmental signaling
in patients with autism. This sug-
gests a potential link between dis-
rupted developmental dopamine sig-
naling and autism pathology. To
explore this link further researchers
used the zebrafish model to study the
effects of disrupted dopaminergic
signaling on neural circuit develop-
ment. They found that perturbations
in developmental dopaminergic sig-
naling led to neural circuit abnor-
malities and behavioral phenotypes
reminiscent of autism in zebrafish
larvae. The study also uncovered a
potential mechanism by which
dopamine impacts neuronal specifi-
cation through the modulation of
integrins. Dr. Chen commented, "We
were surprised by the extent of the
impact that dopaminergic signaling
has on neuronal specification in
zebrafish, potentially laying the
groundwork for circuit disruption in

autism-related phenotype.
Furthermore, the unexpected
involvement of integrins as down-
stream targets of dopaminergic sig-
naling provides new insights into the
mechanisms underlying neurodevel-
opmental disorders." Dr. Xing con-
cluded, "This research sheds light on
the role of dopamine in neural circuit
formation during early development,
specifically in the context of autism.
Understanding these mechanisms
could lead to novel therapeutic inter-
ventions targeting dopaminergic sig-
naling pathways to improve outcomes
in individuals with autism and other
neurodevelopmental disorders."

ASD is a developmental disorder
that usually manifests itself in early
childhood. Although clinical outcomes
vary greatly from case to case, autism
is characterized by both a restricted
interest in social interaction and repet-
itive behavior. This coincides with dis-
ruptions in brain connectivity shown by
diffusion tension imaging. Studies have
shown that several neurodevelopmen-
tal processes may be affected in ASD,
including neurogenesis, neural migra-
tion, axon pathfinding, and synaptic
formation, all of which can lead to neu-
ral circuit disruption.

Washington : Folate is a B vita-
min that is essential for prevent-
ing neural tube abnormalities
such as spina bifida. Folic acid, a
synthetic version of folate, has
been added to vitamins, breakfast
cereals, and other items in the
United States and more than 80
other countries to guarantee that
pregnant women get enough of it.
However, new research reveals
that there might be such a thing
as too much folic acid.

In a study published in
Communications Biology, a Nature
publication, researchers from the
UC Davis School of Medicine and
the UC Davis MIND Institute
showed that imbalances in folic
acid and vitamin B12 can alter
brain development in mice.

"There's no doubt the intro-
duction of folic acid diet fortifica-
tion has been beneficial, substan-
tially lowering the incidence of
neural tube defects," said Ralph
Green, distinguished professor in
the Department of Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine and co-sen-
ior author of the study. "However,
too much folic acid may have
detrimental impacts on brain
development, and that's some-
thing we need to sort out."

Concerns about folate deficien-
cies and neural tube defects,
which can lead to stillbirths,
paralysis, cognitive disabilities
and other issues, peaked in the
1990s. At the time, the Food and
Drug Administration and Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention revised guidelines to
ensure people who were pregnant
got the necessary amounts. Green
played an important role in devel-
oping these standards.

However, the timing of folate
during pregnancy is tricky. The
neural tube forms early in preg-
nancy and usually closes about 28
days after conception. This meant
targeted folate supplements
would likely arrive too late.

The solution was to fortify
foods and vitamins with folic acid,
the synthetic form of folate, to
ensure pregnant people received
enough. In the decades since folic
acid fortification began, neural
tube defects have declined dra-
matically.

During that same time, the
prevalence of neurodevelopmen-
tal conditions such as autism and
attention-deficit/hyperactivity dis-
order (ADHD) increased. Epilepsy
rates rose as well. The

researchers wanted to explore
whether there is a possible link
between these increases and
excessive folic acid. Green notes
that folic acid fortification may be
an imperfect solution.

"The food industry has been
adding folic acid to breakfast cere-
als, snack foods, and vitamins,
and that has likely increased
intake above recommended
guidelines," Green said. "The safe
upper limit for folate is 1,000
micrograms per day. The National
Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey data showed that a sub-
stantial percentage of women's
diets were above that limit."

The consequences of high folic
acid and low B12

Green and colleagues have
been studying this issue for sever-
al years. In a 2020 paper pub-
lished in Cerebral Cortex, the
group showed that both folate
overabundance and deficiency
could cause neurodevelopmental
issues in mice.

In the new study, the team
investigated the effects of high
folic acid intake, B12 deficiency
and high amounts of a natural
folate -- folinic acid -- that may act
differently than folic acid. The
body needs B12 to recycle and
adequately use folate.

The investigators supplied a
group of mice before and during
pregnancy with a controlled diet
containing normal levels of folic
acid and B12 and four separate
groups with diets that either
included:

- high folic acid
- low B12
- high folic acid with low B12
- high folinic acid
Using multiple imaging tech-

niques, the offspring of these
pregnancies were examined with
a focus on the development of the
cerebral cortex, the primary brain
structure associated with impor-
tant cognitive and emotional func-

tions. The cerebral cortex is cen-
tral to a range of psychiatric disor-
ders, particularly those that first
appear in childhood.

"These different dietary condi-
tions appear to influence the way
neurons arise in the developing
brain," said KonstantinosZarbalis,
professor of pathology and labora-
tory medicine, faculty member of
the UC Davis MIND Institute and
co-senior author.

"With high levels of folic acid
or B12 deficiency, there was a
change in neural development.
Cortical neurons that usually
emerge during a later stage of
brain development were pro-
duced over a longer period of
time and required a longer period
to settle in and assume their
proper position in the developing
brain. In addition, both high folic
acid and B12 deficiency appear to
cause many neurons to develop
fewer interconnections," Zarbalis
said.

The exception was folinic acid,
the natural folate. Even though it
was given at the same high levels
as folic acid, there were virtually
no consequences to developing
mouse brains. As researchers
expected, the group given a diet

that combined high folic acid with
low B12 showed the most pro-
nounced neurodevelopmental
abnormalities.

While these results are
intriguing and may eventually be
linked to human pathology, the
authors stress the need for abun-
dant caution. Animal models dif-
fer from humans in key ways,
including metabolic rates and the
efficiency with which they process
folic acid. In ongoing work, the
team is investigating the effects of
folic acid and B12 in human brain
organoids (3D cell clusters that
incorporate several neural cell
types). This research may provide
better insights into how these
nutrients affect human biology.

"There's a lot of complexity in
how the body responds to folic
acid, vitamin B12 and folinic acid.
We are at the early stages of
determining how these elements
interact," Zarbalis said.
"Ultimately, we would like to find
a definitive answer for how much
folate, and what form, is optimal
to avoid neural tube defects and
other potential brain health
issues."

High folic acid, low B12 may affect fetal brain development in mice: Study

Study reveals how infertility treatment can
double risk of postpartum heart disease

Global study predicts significant
increase in life expectancy by 2050

Researchers discover new
biomarker to diagnose Alzheimer's
in asymptomatic stages

Researchers find association of autism spectrum
disorder, disrupted developmental dopamine

Sleep apnea symptoms
linked to memory, 

thinking problems: Study
MINNEAPOLIS: People
with sleep apnea may be
more likely to have mem-
ory or thinking problems,
according to a prelimi-
nary study that will be
presented at the
American Academy of
Neurology's 76th Annual
Meeting in April this year.

The presentation will
be made on April 13-18,
2024, in person in
Denver and online. The
study found a favorable
relationship but did not
determine whether sleep
apnea causes cognitive
deterioration.

Sleep apnea is when
people stop and restart
breathing repeatedly
during sleep which can
lower oxygen levels in
the blood. Symptoms
include snorting, gasping
and breathing pauses.
People with the disorder
may also experience
morning headaches or
have trouble focusing on
tasks. "Sleep apnea is a
common disorder that is
often underdiagnosed,
yet treatments are avail-
able," said study author
Dominique Low, MD,
MPH, of Boston Medical
Center in Massachusetts,
and a member of the
American Academy of
Neurology. "Our study
found participants who
had sleep apnea symp-
toms had greater odds of
having memory or think-
ing problems."

The study involved
4,257 people.
Participants completed a
questionnaire asking
about sleep quality as

well as memory and
thinking problems. For
sleep, participants were
asked about snorting,
gasping or breathing
pauses in their sleep. For
memory and thinking,
participants were asked
questions related to diffi-
culty remembering, peri-
ods of confusion, difficul-
ty concentrating or prob-
lems with decision mak-
ing.

Of all participants,
1,079 reported symp-
toms of sleep apnea. Of
those with symptoms,
357 people, or 33 per
cent, reported memory
or thinking problems
compared to 628 people,
or 20 per cent of people
without sleep apnea
symptoms. After adjust-
ing for other factors that
could affect memory and
thinking problems, such
as age, race, gender and
education, researchers
found that people who
reported sleep apnea
symptoms were about 50
per cent more likely to
also report having mem-
ory or thinking problems
compared to people who
did not have sleep apnea
symptoms. "These find-
ings highlight the impor-
tance of early screening
for sleep apnea," said
Low. "Effective treat-
ments like continuous
positive airway pressure
(CPAP) machines are
readily available. Quality
sleep, along with eating a
healthy diet, regular
exercise, social engage-
ment and cognitive stim-
ulation.
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MI News Service,
Jerusalem: Hundreds of
protesters gather outside
the Prime Minister’s Office
to protest how the police
have handled crime in the
Arab community under
National Security Minister
Itamar Ben Gvir.

Protesters chant in
Arabic: “Hey police, hey
police, Arab blood isn’t
cheap,” and call to “free
Tarabin [al-Sana],” a town
that was subject to a 12-
day police raid up until this
morning, in which one res-
ident, Muhammad Hussein
Tarabin, was shot dead by
an officer at his front door.

Israel closed out last
year with a record number
of 252 Arab citizens killed
in violent crime-related in-
cidents, marking its dead-
liest year in that
community to date.

Less than two weeks
into the new year, killings
are continuing at a high
rate, with 16 Arab homi-
cide victims in less than
two weeks. Tensions be-
tween demonstrators and

the Border Police securing
the scene at the PMO are
high, as officers form a
human barrier between
the protest and reporters.

Police horses and a
water cannon are sta-
tioned close to the demon-
stration. While some
attendees come from Arab
locales in northern and
central Israel, the vast ma-
jority are from the Negev,
as police continue a con-

troversial crime crack-
down in Bedouin towns.

The protest is organ-
ized by the Higher Follow-
Up Committee, the leading
Arab-Israeli umbrella or-
ganization. Most of the
Knesset’s Arab lawmakers
were present at the
demonstration, including
Ra’am chairman Mansour
Abbas, Hadash chairman
Ayman Odeh and Ta’al
chairman Ahmad Tibi.

MI News Service, Jeddah:
The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) on Satur-
day, January 10, rejected
Israel’s recognition of So-
maliland and reaffirmed its
support for Somalia’s sov-
ereignty. The decision was
taken during the 22nd Ex-
traordinary Session of For-
eign Ministers at the
General Secretariat head-
quarters in Jeddah.

Delivering the opening
address, OIC Secretary-
General Hissein Taha said
the meeting was convened
at a highly sensitive mo-
ment to address what he
described as serious devel-
opments affecting Soma-
lia’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. “Is-
rael’s move constitutes a
dangerous precedent, a fla-
grant violation of interna-
tional law, and a direct
threat to regional security
and stability,” Taha said.

Taha emphasised the
need for a unified, clear,

and firm Islamic position in
support of Somalia,
grounded in the OIC Char-
ter, international law, and
relevant United Nations
resolutions. On December
26, 2025, Israel officially
recognised Somaliland as
an independent and sover-
eign state, becoming the
only country in the world to
do so.

On January 7, its For-
eign Minister Gideon Saar
visited Somaliland and held
talks with President Abdi-
rahman Mohammed Abdul-

lah in the capital Hargeisa.
Later, he posted this on his
X page: “We are deter-
mined to vigorously ad-
vance relations between
Israel and Somaliland.”
Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar with Somaliland’s
president Abdirahman Mo-
hammed Abdullah (right)

As many as 21 Muslim
countries, including Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Iran, Egypt
and Indonesia, censured
Saar’s visit, released a joint
statement saying Saar’s
visit violated Somalia‘s sov-

ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. “The visit under-
mines international law
and the United Nations
Charter. It encourages se-
cessionist ideas, potentially
leading to instability in an
already fragile region,” the
statement read and reiter-
ated their support for the
sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Somalia.

During his address, the
Secretary General called on
Israel to initiate the second
phase of the ceasefire
agreement reached with
Hamas in October 2025,
leading to a comprehensive
and permanent halt to hos-
tilities and a complete with-
drawal from the Gaza Strip.
He stressed the need to pre-
vent the displacement of
Palestinians, facilitate their
return, open all crossings,
ensure the unimpeded de-
livery of humanitarian aid,
and hold an international
conference in Cairo for
Gaza’s reconstruction.

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Microblogging site X
has accepted its mistake
and assured it will comply
with Indian laws after the
IT Ministry warned the
Elon Musk-led social media
platform on the Grok AI
obscene content issue, gov-
ernment sources said on
Sunday, January 11.

Around 3,500 pieces of
content have been blocked,
and over 600 accounts
deleted, according to
sources. X has accepted its
mistake, and said it will
comply with Indian laws,
sources said, adding that in
future, the platform will
not allow obscene imagery.

Earlier, the government
had asked X for details, in-
cluding specific action
taken on obscene content

linked to Grok AI, and
measures to prevent a re-
peat in future, after it
found the response submit-
ted by the platform to be
inadequate.

In its response after the
first notice was issued to it,
X had outlined the strict
content takedown policies
it abides by when it comes
to misleading posts and

those related to non-con-
sensual sexualised images.

While the reply was
long and detailed, it had
“missed” key information,
including takedown details
and specific action that
was taken on the Grok AI
obscene content issue, and
measures to prevent it in
future.

On January 2, the IT

Ministry issued a stern
warning to X over indecent
and sexually-explicit con-
tent being generated
through the misuse of AI-
based services like ‘Grok’
and other tools.

X’s ‘Safety’ handle, last
Sunday, said it takes action
against illegal content on
its platform, including
Child Sexual Abuse Mate-
rial (CSAM), by removing
it, permanently suspending
accounts, and working
with local governments
and law enforcement as
necessary. “Anyone using
or prompting Grok to make
illegal content will suffer
the same consequences as
if they upload illegal con-
tent,” X had said, echoing
the stance taken by Musk
on illegal content.

MI News Service, Tehran:
The Parliament speaker in
Iran on Sunday warned
that the US military and Is-
rael will be “legitimate tar-
gets” if America strikes the
Islamic Republic, as
threatened by President
Donald Trump.

The comments by Mo-
hammad Bagher Qalibaf
represent the first to add
Israel into the mix of pos-
sible targets for an Iranian
strike.

Qalibaf, a hard-liner,
made the threat as law-
makers rushed the dais in
the Iranian parliament,
shouting: “Death to Amer-
ica!”

Iran’s parliament met
Sunday to discuss the on-
going protests shaking the
nation, with lawmakers at
one point rushing to the
front of the assembly to
chant: “Death to America!”

The show in the parlia-
ment, controlled by hard-
liners, comes as Iran’s
theocracy struggles to con-
tain the demonstrations,
now two weeks old.

Lawmakers later
chanted other slogans in
support of the government.

Nationwide protests
challenging Iran’s theoc-
racy reached the two-week
mark Sunday, January 11
as the death toll in violence
surrounding the demon-
strations reached at least
116 people killed, activists
said.

The US-based Human
Rights Activists News
Agency gave the new fig-
ure, saying arrests had
reached more than 2,600
people as well. The agency
has been accurate in mul-

tiple rounds of unrest pre-
viously.

Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei has
signalled a coming clamp-
down, despite US warnings
from President Donald
Trump that America could
intervene to protect peace-
ful demonstrators.

Tehran escalated its
threats on Saturday, with
the Iran’s attorney gen-
eral, Mohammad Mova-
hedi Azad, warning that
anyone taking part in
protests will be considered
an “enemy of God”, a
death-penalty charge.

MI News Service, Aden,
Yemen: Yemen's Presiden-
tial Leadership Council
(PLC) announced Saturday
the formation of a
Supreme Military Commit-
tee under the command of
the Saudi Arabia-led coali-
tion, signaling a new phase
of military preparedness
amid stalled peace efforts
with the Houthi group.

In a televised address
aired by state news agency
Saba, the PLC's chairman
Rashad Al-Alimi said the
newly formed military
committee would be
tasked with preparing,
equipping, leading and
supporting all pro-govern-
ment military forces,
should the Houthis con-
tinue to reject peaceful po-
litical solutions.

Al-Alimi attributed
Yemen's years-long crisis
to the Houthi takeover of
state institutions, accusing
the group of refusing dia-
logue. "The suffering of
our people is the result of
the militia's coup and its
refusal to engage in nego-

tiations," he said.
"I call on those who

have gone astray to sur-
render their weapons, re-
turn looted property, and
rejoin the state, which be-
longs to all Yemenis," Al-
Alimi said.

The announcement fol-
lows recent tensions be-
tween the Saudi-backed
Yemeni government and
the Southern Transitional
Council (STC) allegedly
backed by the United Arab
Emirates, which escalated
into clashes and heavy
strikes in southern Yemen.

The Yemeni leader said

in a televised statement
Saturday that government
forces, backed by Saudi
Arabia, have recaptured
key state institutions and
military bases from STC
forces in several southern
provinces, including
Hadramout, Al-Mahrah
and Aden.

Yemen has been mired
in conflict since 2014,
when Houthi forces cap-
tured Sanaa and large
swathes of the north,
prompting a Saudi-led
coalition to intervene in
2015 in support of the
Yemeni government.

MI News Service, Yangon:
Voting for the second
phase of Myanmar's multi-
party democratic general
election concluded on Sun-
day afternoon.

Voting began at 6 a.m.
local time on Sunday. At 4
p.m., an election official at
a polling station in Yan-
gon's Latha township an-
nounced the closure of the
polling station.

Following the closure,
election staff at the polling
station, in the presence of
domestic and international
media, candidates, and ob-
servers, counted the votes,
including advance votes,
for seats in the Pyithu
Hluttaw (Lower House),
Amyotha Hluttaw (Upper
House), and State and Re-
gion Hluttaws (State and
Region Parliaments).

The second phase of
the election was held in
100 townships across 12 of
the 14 regions and states.
In the Yangon region, it
was held in 16 townships,
including the townships of
Latha, Bahan, Ky-
imyindaing and Kawhmu.

Myanmar's multi-party
democratic general elec-
tion is being held in three
phases, with the first
phase held in 102 town-
ships on Dec. 28 last year,
and the third phase sched-
uled for Jan. 25 this year

in 63 townships.
Following the first

phase of the election, the
Union Election Commis-
sion (UEC) announced the
lists of over 100 elected
representatives to the
Pyithu Hluttaw, more than
30 to the Amyotha Hluttaw
and over 100 to the State
and Region Hluttaws.

Zaw Min Tun, leader of
the Information Team of
Myanmar's National De-
fense and Security Council,
said on Sunday, "We will
convene the parliament in
March. In April, the new
government will take of-
fice. We will do it accord-
ing to the same format as
before."

The UEC said that
about 5,000 candidates
from 57 political parties
are competing in the three
phases of the election,
adding that it plans to set
up over 21,000 polling sta-
tions across the country
for all three phases of the
general election.

‘Arab blood isn’t cheap’: Hundreds Protest 
outside Netanyahu’s office over crime wave

A young protester holds up a sign that reads: 'Police force of
criminals' during a demonstration against how police have
handled crime in Arab society, outside the Prime Minister's
Office in Jerusalem, January 11, 2026.

OIC reject Israel’s recognition of Soma-
liland, calls it ‘dangerous precedent’

Voting for 2nd phase of Myan-
mar's general election concludes

Yemen forms supreme military committee under Saudi-led coalition US, Israel will be targets if America strikes, says Iran

X ‘accepts mistake’ on Grok AI issue,
assures to comply with Indian laws: Sources

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: President Donald
Trump said Iran is “in big
trouble” as protests spread
across the country, saying
the US is closely monitoring
developments and warning
Iranian authorities against
using lethal force.

“Iran’s in big trouble. It
looks to me that the people
are taking over certain
cities that nobody thought
were really possible just a
few weeks ago,” Trump told
reporters at the White
House. “We’re watching the
situation very carefully.”

Noting his previous
warning to Tehran, he
said, “If they start killing
people like they have in the
past, we will get involved.”
“This is something pretty
incredible that’s happening
in Iran. It’s an amazing
thing to watch,” he said.
“They’ve done a bad job.
They’ve treated their peo-
ple very badly, and now
they’re being paid back.”

Trump added that any
US response would not in-

volve troops on the ground
but would focus on meas-
ures that would “hit them
very hard where it hurts.”

Since late December,
Iran has seen waves of
protests because of a steep
decline in the value of the
Iranian rial and deteriorat-
ing economic conditions.
The demonstrations started
Dec. 28 near Tehran’s
Grand Bazaar and later ex-
panded to several cities.
The country has been of-
fline for more than 12
hours, according to inter-
net watchdog NetBlocks.

Iranian officials have
not released official casu-
alty statistics. On Thurs-
day, however, the Human
Rights Activists News
Agency said 2,277 people
had been arrested, dozens
injured, and 42 killed, in-
cluding eight security per-
sonnel.

Iran has accused 
the US and Israel of fo-
menting the unrest, with
officials warning Friday
that security forces and the
judiciary “will show no tol-
erance whatsoever toward
saboteurs.”

Trump says Iran ‘in big trouble’; US
watching protests ‘very carefully’

MI News Service, Damascus:
Syrian government forces
evacuated more than 400
Kurdish fighters from the
last district in Aleppo to fall
to the army, and detained
300 Kurds, an interior min-
istry official tells. The official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, says “360 fighters and more than 59 wounded”
were evacuated from the Sheikh Maqsud neighborhood to
the Kurds’ de facto autonomous zone in the northeast, and
300 other Kurds, including members of the security forces,
were detained. An AFP correspondent reports buses filled
with men leaving Sheikh Maqsud under escort by govern-
ment forces during the night.

Syria government forces said to detain 300 
Kurds, evacuate 400 fighters from Aleppo

U.S. urges Americans
to leave Venezuela "im-
mediately" due to risks

MI News Service,
Washington: The U.S. De-
partment of State's Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs
on Saturday warned that
as international flights
have resumed, U.S. citi-
zens in Venezuela
"should leave the country
immediately."

The bureau said in a
post on X that the secu-
rity situation in
Venezuela "remains
fluid" and there are "re-
ports of groups of armed
militias, known as colec-
tivos, setting up road-
blocks and searching
vehicles for evidence of
U.S. citizenship or sup-
port for the United
States."

U.S. citizens are ad-
vised to "remain vigilant
and exercise caution"

when traveling by road
and to monitor airlines'
communications and
websites for updated in-
formation. "Venezuela
has the highest Travel
Advisory level -- Level 4:
Do Not Travel -- due to se-
vere risks to Americans,
including wrongful deten-
tion, torture in detention,
terrorism, kidnapping,
arbitrary enforcement of
local laws, crime, civil un-

rest, and poor health in-
frastructure," the bureau
said.

The United States
launched a large-scale
military operation
against Venezuela in the
early hours of Jan. 3, 
taking by force Venezue-
lan President Nicolas
Maduro and his wife. The
strikes have drawn
worldwide condemnation
and concern. 

U.S. urges Americans to leave
Venezuela "immediately" due to risks

Death toll rises to 8 in gas
explosion in Pakistani capital

MI News Service, Islam-
abad: The death toll from
a gas explosion at a wed-
ding house in Pakistan's
federal capital, Islamabad,
has risen to eight, includ-
ing a newlywed couple,
while 11 others were in-
jured, local authorities
said on Sunday.

The explosion occurred
at around 2 a.m. local time
inside a residential build-
ing where a wedding cere-
mony was underway,
triggering panic and dam-
aging nearby structures,
said Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon.

"So far, 19 people
trapped under the debris
have been rescued," the
official said, adding that
the injured were shifted to
the hospital for treatment.

Rescue officials said at
least four houses in the
surrounding area were af-
fected by the blast.

Authorities said the
exact cause of the explo-
sion will be determined
following a detailed inves-
tigation.

Chairman of the Senate
of Pakistan Yusuf Raza Gi-
lani expressed deep grief
over the incident that oc-
curred during a wedding,
calling it "heart-wrench-
ing" as celebrations turned
into mourning for a family.

He conveyed condo-
lences to the bereaved
families and voiced con-
cern over recurring gas
cylinder explosions, urging
relevant departments to
strictly enforce safety
measures, ensure compli-
ance with laws and raise
public awareness to pre-
vent such tragedies.

U.S. launches large-
scale strikes on ISIS

targets in Syria
MI News Service, Washington:
U.S. Central Command said
Saturday that its forces con-
ducted large-scale strikes
against multiple Islamic State
(IS) targets across Syria.
"Today, at approximately
12:30 p.m. Eastern Time, U.S.
Central Command forces,
alongside partner forces, con-
ducted large-scale strikes
against multiple ISIS targets
across Syria," the command
posted on X. The command
said these strikes were part of
Operation Hawkeye Strike,
which was launched and an-
nounced on Dec. 19 in re-
sponse to a deadly IS attack on
U.S. and Syrian forces in
Palmyra, Syria, on Dec. 13. In
the attack, a lone IS terrorist
carried out an ambush, killing
two U.S. soldiers and one U.S.
civilian interpreter. The strikes
are "part of our ongoing com-
mitment to root out Islamic
terrorism against our warfight-
ers, prevent future attacks, and
protect American and partner
forces in the region," U.S. Cen-
tral Command said, adding
that U.S. and coalition forces
"remain resolute in pursuing
terrorists who seek to harm
the United States." 

MI News Service, Los An-
geles: From California's
capital city Sacramento to
the town of Sonora, and
from San Francisco to Los
Angeles, dozens of
protests against the Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) were held
across the U.S. state on
Saturday.

The protests, dubbed
"ICE OUT For Good," were
organized by a network of
several groups, including
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union and the 50501
Movement, which organ-
ized mass demonstrations
in all 50 U.S. states almost
every month last year.

In Pasadena, a neigh-
boring city of Los Angeles,
more than 500 protesters
gathered at a corner near

Dozens of protests against ICE
held across U.S. California

city hall, chanting "No ICE,
No KKK, No Fascist USA"
to the accompaniment of
car horns and cheers.

According to a 50501
Movement statement is-
sued Friday, at least 32
people died in ICE custody
in 2025.

Saturday's actions fol-
lowed two recent incidents
-- a federal officer shot
and killed Renee Good, a
37-year-old mother of
three in Minneapolis, and
another agent shot and
wounded two people in
Portland, Oregon earlier
this week.

"We're here to recog-
nize that this country
needs to turn itself around
and we're reaching out to
the citizens of the San
Gabriel foothill communi-
ties to join us in protest-
ing. The specific reason is
to mourn the passing of an
innocent lady who sacri-
ficed her life for the
cause," activist Dias Alan
told Xinhua on Saturday.
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VADODARA : Daryl Mitchell was
New Zealand's star batter, as his
71-ball 84 helped the side reach a
decent 300/8 in 50 overs and over-
come the Indian bowlers' late car-
nage in the first ODI of the three-
match series at the Kotambi
International Stadium (BCA).

After being put in to bat, New
Zealand started quietly and slug-
gishly, with openers Devon
Conway and Henry Nicholls pro-
ceeding cautiously. However, once
they picked up pace, the Indian
bowlers' struggles began as they
failed to get the first break-

through. Mohammed Siraj,
Prasidh Krishna, Harshit Rana,
Washington, and Kuldeep Yadav
all faced the heat as the openers
reached their half-centuries off
consecutive deliveries in the 20th
over. The two went on to share an
unbeaten 100-run stand, the first
100-plus opening stand for New
Zealand away from home since
2019, as the Kiwis scored 104
runs in 20 overs without losing a
wicket.

Building on momentum,
Nicholls (62) smashed Rana for
two consecutive boundaries in the

22nd over, but the fast bowler had
the last laugh as brilliant glove-
work by KL Rahul brought an end
to the New Zealander's innings.
Rana also dismissed Conway (56)
when he returned to bowl the
24th over, leaving the two set
openers back in the hut.

The visitors failed to get going
thereafter as the Men in Blue kept
striking at regular intervals, leav-
ing no scope for run-scoring. Siraj
got his first wicket of the day in
the 28th over when he dismissed
Will Young (12), as New Zealand
reached 153/3 in 30 overs, man-

aging only 49 runs in 10 overs.
While the opening pair added 117
runs, India fought back with three
wickets to halt their momentum.

Kuldeep soon joined the pacers
in the celebrations as he picked up
Glenn Phillips (12), adding to the
BlackCaps' woes. Mitchell Hay
gave his side some respite with
quick runs on the scoreboard, but
Prasidh Krishna cut his innings
short as the former was bowled
out for a 13-ball 18.

While wickets kept falling at
one end, Daryl Mitchell kept his
good form going and raced to a
slow half-century, anchoring the
team's innings against the domi-
nant-looking Indian bowling unit.
But back-to-back wickets of
Michael Bracewell (run out for 16
by Shreyas Iyer) and Zakary
Foulkes (1) showcased some
clutch bowling by the hosts as the
Kiwis struggled to add runs in the
death overs. While Daryl aimed to
finish strongly, Krishna ended his
innings by dismissing him in the
48th over, helping India maintain
their dominance as the World No.
3 ODI batter walked back scoring
a well-made 84.

A poor final over from Krishna
saw Kyle Jamieson and debutant
Kristian Clarke score 12 runs off
it, as New Zealand reached the
300-run mark, finishing at 300/8.

Brief Scores: New Zealand
300/8 in 50 overs (Daryl Mitchell
84, Henry Nicholls 62, Devon
Conway 56; Mohammed Siraj 2-
40, Harshit Rana 2-65) against
India.

1st ODI: Daryl Mitchell's 84 helps New
Zealand set 301-run target for India

EZ Inter-University Soccer: Ranchi
University Crowned Champions

PC JHA 
RANCHI: Ranchi University
etched its name in history with a
spirited and memorable triumph
at the East Zone Inter-University
Football (Men) Championship
2025-26, clinching the title with
an impressive all-round perform-
ance.

Dominating the Super League
stage, the host university secured
six points to emerge champions
and emphatically establish its
sporting supremacy on home turf.

In the decisive Super League
encounters, Ranchi University
defeated Adamas University 1-0 in
a closely contested match.
Another key fixture between the
University of Calcutta and
Bardhaman University ended in a
1-1 draw. In a separate encounter,
Adamas University registered a 2-
1 victory over the University of
Calcutta. In the final standings,
Bardhaman University finished
second with five points, while
Adamas University secured third
place with four points.
Throughout the tournament, all
participating teams displayed
commendable sportsmanship, dis-
cipline and high technical skill.

The closing ceremony was
graced by Jharkhand Health
Minister Irfan Ansari as the chief
guest. Congratulating the players
of Ranchi University on their his-
toric achievement, he said sports
are vital not only for physical fit-
ness but also for mental well-
being. 

He emphasized that regular
participation in sports helps main-

tain good health and keeps sever-
al diseases at bay, urging the
youth to make sports an integral
part of their lives.

Among the distinguished
guests present on the occasion
were Keshav Mahato Kamlesh,
Rajesh Thakur, Labour
Commissioner Avinash Krishna
and other eminent personalities.

The winners and runners-up
were felicitated by Vice-
Chancellor Dr D.K. Singh, DSW Dr
Sudesh Kumar Sahu, Sports
Coordinator Dr Rajesh Gupta,
CCDC Dr P.K. Jha, Financial
Advisor Ajay Kumar, Controller of
Examinations Dr Sanjay Kumar
Jha, Dr Ajay Prakash, Dr Ajay
Lakra, Dr Amar Kumar
Chaudhary, Dr Dinesh Oraon, Dr
Arun Kumar, Pankaj Chaturvedi,
Punjab National Bank Manager
Pradeep Kumar, Dr Bande

Khalkho and other officials.
Presenting the vote of thanks,

Sports Coordinator Dr Rajesh
Gupta described the victory as a
proud and historic moment for
Ranchi University. He expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the univer-
sity administration, non-teach-
ing staff, especially the entire
sports department, chief coach
Manoj Kumar, all players, tech-
nical officials, the organising
committee and supporting insti-
tutions. He said the collective
effort, discipline and dedication
of all stakeholders were the key
reasons behind this golden suc-
cess. With this landmark victory,
Ranchi University not only lifted
the championship trophy but
also firmly established its strong
identity and excellence in the
East Zone university sports
arena.

Daniil Medvedev beat
Brandon Nakashima to win
Brisbane International

BRISBANE : Russian tennis star
Daniil Medvedev made a com-
manding start to the new season
by clinching the Brisbane
International title on Sunday, pro-
ducing a straight-sets victory over
Brandon Nakashima. The top
seed defeated his American oppo-
nent 6-2, 7-6(1) to lift the trophy
at the ATP 250 event.

This victory holds special sig-
nificance for the 29-year-old,
marking his 22nd tour-level
crown. Daniil Medvedev also
holds a unique stat. All 22 of his
titles have been won at different
tournaments. The win also served
as redemption for the former
World No. 1, who had previously
fallen short in the Brisbane final
in 2019.

The championship clash lasted
one hour and 34 minutes, charac-
terised by heavy hitting from the
baseline. While Medvedev cruised
through the opening set, the sec-

ond proved more complicated. He
missed two opportunities to close
out the match on his serve at 5-4,
allowing Nakashima back into the
contest. However, Medvedev
quickly reset his focus, dominat-
ing the tie-break to secure the
win.

Medvedev dedicated the win to
his family. He also explained that
the long travel distance prevented
his family from joining him,
meaning he missed a significant
personal milestone.

"I want to dedicate this to my
family. My daughter had a birth-
day when I was here, so I dedicate
it to her first birthday."

Medvedev's form has been on
an upward curve since October,
when he ended a lengthy title
drought in Almaty under the guid-
ance of new coaches Thomas
Johansson and Rohan Goetzke. By
winning on Sunday, he became
the first top seed to claim the
Brisbane title since Roger Federer
in 2015.

For Nakashima, the defeat
ended a strong week in which he
had not dropped a set prior to the
final. The former Next Gen ATP
Finals champion was seeking his
second career title but could not
overcome Medvedev, who now
holds a 3-0 lead in their head-to-
head series. With this triumph,
Medvedev has joined Novak
Djokovic and Jannik Sinner as the
only active players to possess 20
or more tour-level trophies on the
surface.

Sabalenka defends Brisbane International
crown, clinches 22nd career WTA title 

BRISBANE : World No. 1 Aryna
Sabalenka successfully reclaimed
her Brisbane International crown,
defeating Marta Kostyuk 6-4, 6-3
in 1 hour and 18 minutes at Pat
Rafter Arena on Sunday.

The Belarusian won the tro-
phy without dropping a set all
week. This was Sabalenka's fifth
title in Australia and the 22nd
overall of her career, pushing her
past Victoria Azarenka for the
third-most WTA Tour titles among
active players, behind Venus
Williams and Iga Swiatek.

"It's super special… I'm happy
to start this season on a very high
note. Yeah, happy with the level I
was able to show throughout this
week," she said.Sabalenka also

became one of only three women
to defend the season-opening
WTA 500 title, joining Serena
Williams and Karolina Pliskova on
the tournament's illustrious hon-
our roll. Moreover, she is ranked
third among active players for
most tournament victories among
active players, trailing only Venus
Williams (with 49) and Iga
Swiatek (with 25), as per WTA
stats. Sabalenka imposed pres-
sure early on as she charged to a
3-0 first-set lead. But Kostyuk
came alive, winning three straight
games to level the set at 3-all. But
recovery was brief for the 23-
year-old, as Sabalenka elevated
the intensity, converting the sec-
ond of five break points to secure

the 40-minute first set, WTA
reports.Sabalenka soon held all
momentum, building a streak of
six straight games as she took
control of the second set, holding
a 3-0 lead. She punctuated her
hold for 4-1 with a combination
drop shot plus crosscourt fore-
hand winner, then served out the
match comfortably a few games
later."First of all, I just want to
congratulate Marta and her team
on an incredible start to the sea-
son. I wish you all the best this
season. It seems like it is going to
be great tennis, and I hope that
we are going to meet each other
many more times in finals," said
Sabalenka, who has not lost a set
in five matches against.

14 Indians with superior per-
sonal bests to event records
set for Mumbai Marathon
MUMBAI : As the Mumbai
Marathon enters its twenty-first
year, the fast and furious field will
see as many as eight men and six
women, all of whom hold person-
al bests superior to the current
event records for Mumbai, taking
the starting line-up on Sunday. 

Ethiopians Hayle Lemi
Berhanu (2:07:32) and Anchialem
Haymanot (2:24:15) have held the
event records since 2023. The
Mumbai Marathon, a World
Athletics Gold Label Road Race,
offers substantial prizes. The top
three finishers in both men's and
women's categories will earn USD
50000, USD 25000, and USD
15000 respectively, from a total
prize pool of USD 390,238.
Additionally, there is a USD
15,000 bonus for those who set
new event records in their cate-
gories. The men's line-up for 2026
includes Merhawi Kesete from
Eritrea, who was runner-up here
last year, behind his countryman
Berhane Tesfay. Kesete is the top
favourite this time for the title.
However, it will not be an easy
task, as the field also includes
some of the finest marathon run-
ners of our time. Uganda's 2023
World Champion, Victor
Kiplangat; South African Stephen
Mokoka; and Ethiopians Bazezew
Asmare and Tadu Abate Deme are
other hot contenders for the top
spot.Another Ethiopian, Tesfaye
Demeke, who was fortunate to
make it to the podium with a
third-place finish last year, will

also be returning to improve his
ratings this year.

Asmare holds the fastest time
of 2:04:57, set four years ago
when he finished third in the
Amsterdam Marathon, a shade
ahead of Cherop's 2:05:00 win-
ning time in the Toronto
Marathon in 2019. Kiplangat
(2:05:09 - 2022), Deme (2:05:38 -
2023), Debela (2:05:46 - 2019),
and another Ethiopian runner,
Kelkile Gezahegn (2:05:56 -
2018), are all logged with sub-
2:06 times against their names,
making the top prize among the
men highly competitive.

Though Kesete's best to date
remains 2:06:36 (2021), a tactical
approach can yield better results
in a marathon. When Media Deme
Armino finished third last year,
there was a host of other top-
rated runners from Kenya and
Bahrain to challenge her all the
way. However, this year's line-up
mostly featured her country-
mates, which will be a remarkable
relief for Medina to dream big in
Mumbai.The 2026 women's field
includes three runners near 2:21.
Zinah Senbeta clocked a world-class
2:21:05 to win in Lyubliyana in
2023. Incidentally, her marathon
debut was in Mumbai four years
earlier, where she finished seventh.\
In 2021, Yeshi Chekole posted
2:21:17 to finish third in the
Zurich Marathon de Sevilla in
Spain. She had another third-
place finish (2:23:26) in the
Korean city of Incheon less.

Legacy still unbreakable; true icon of the game:
Wishes pour in from fraternity as Dravid turns 53
NEW DELHI : Rahul Dravid, for-
mer head coach of Team India
and one of cricket's most
esteemed figures, celebrated his
53rd birthday on Sunday and trib-
utes flooded in from the cricket
community, including former
players, franchises, and the BCCI,
all offering their congratulations
to the legendary cricketer. 

Dravid represented India in
164 Tests, 344 ODIs, and one T20
International, scoring over 24,000
international runs since his debut
in 1996. He retired from all for-
mats in 2013 and served as India's
head coach from November 21 to
June 2024. During his tenure, the
team won the T20 World Cup
2024 and reached the final of the
ODI World Cup 2023.

"509 international matches,
24,208 international runs, 48
international centuries. Winning
Head Coach of ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2024. Here's wishing
#TeamIndia great Rahul Dravid a
very happy birthday," the BCCI
captioned a photo of Dravid.

Former Indian cricketer
Harbhajan Singh commended

Dravid's composure in high-pres-
sure scenarios and expressed that
playing with him was a privilege.

"Heartiest birthday greetings
to Rahul Dravid, the Wall of Indian
cricket. Playing alongside him was
a privilege every teammate cher-
ished. When the pressure was
highest, his calm presence in the
dressing room and at the crease
gave the rest of us confidence.
Wishing him good health, happi-

ness, and many more years of
making a difference to the game
he loves," the former spinner
tweeted on X.

Shikhar Dhawan praised
Dravid's elegance and cricketing
intelligence while wishing him a
happy 53rd birthday. "Happy
birthday, Rahul bhai. Your calm,
class and cricketing mind have
inspired generations. Have a fan-
tastic one," Dhawan wrote.

IPL 2025 champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru also joined
in wishing their first skipper. "Our
first Royal Challenger. Our first
leader. Forever our Bengaluru
boy. Wishing a very happy birth-
day to one of Indian cricket's
finest, a true icon of the game, and
the former #TeamIndia head
coach, Rahul Dravid," RCB wrote
on X.

Five-time IPL champions
Chennai Super Kings wrote, "Built
as the wall at the crease, to build
generations of cricketers. Super
birthday, Rahul Dravid. Your lega-
cy is still unbreakable."

Rajasthan Royals posted a
photo of Rahul Dravid praising
Vaibhav Suryavanshi's perform-
ance in IPL 2025, when he was
the team's coach, and wrote,
"Unforgettable. Happy birthday,
Rahul Dravid."

Mumbai Indians shared a
photo of Rohit Sharma and
Dravid holding the T20 World
Cup 2024 trophy on X, writing,
"Happy birthday to everyone's
favourite, The Great Wall of
India."

Rohit Sharma surpasses Chris Gayle
for most sixes by an ODI opener
VADODARA : India's charismatic
batter Rohit Sharma created his-
tory on Sunday, becoming the
opener with the most sixes in ODI
cricket as he achieved the land-
mark during the first match of the
ongoing ODI series against New
Zealand at the Baroda Cricket
Association Stadium.

Chasing a target of 301 runs,
Rohit opened the innings with
captain Shubman Gill. After a
slow start, the 38-year-old hit the
first maximum in the sixth over
against Ben Foulkes. The former
captain continued his momentum
in the next over and sent Kyle
Jamieson's back-of-a-length deliv-
ery into the stands. With this,
Rohit also completed 650 sixes in
international cricket, becoming
the first player to achieve the
milestone. Rohit, however, was
not able to convert the early start
into a big innings as he got out in
the ninth over off Kyle Jamieson's
ball. He scored 26 runs off 29
balls, hitting three fours and two
sixes. Rohit has now hit 329 sixes
as an opener in ODIs, surpassing
West Indies great Chris Gayle,
who has 328 maximums to his

name. The Indian star had
already broken Shahid Afridi's
record for the most sixes in ODI
cricket last year during the South
Africa series. Rohit was in great
touch last year as well. The right-
hander slammed 650 runs in 14
ODI innings from as many match-
es, with one not out. His personal
best was 121 not out. He is cur-
rently the number one batter in
the ICC rankings.Speaking of the
match, after winning the toss,
India elected to field first. New

Zealand got off to a confident start
as openers Devon Conway and
Henry Nicholls laid a strong foun-
dation. Their 100-plus stand put
the Indian attack under sustained
pressure. India, however,
responded well as the innings pro-
gressed, tightening their lines and
striking at key moments to wrest
back control. Regular wickets in
the middle overs slowed New
Zealand's momentum and pre-
vented them from fully capitalis-
ing on the platform provided .


