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Politics overtaking economics™: Jaishankar warns at IIM Calcutta

Union External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar delivered a sharp assessment of shifting global power equations during his address at IIM Calcutta on Saturday,
warning that the world economy is entering an increasingly volatile and politically driven phase. Without naming former U.S. President Donald Trump, Jais-
hankar appeared to criticise Washington’s recent policy direction, suggesting that radical shifts in American trade and strategic behaviour have accelerated §
uncertainty. Jaishankar, who visited Kolkata to receive an honorary doctorate from IIM Calcutta, used the platform to outline deep geopolitical and economic f
transformations underway across the world. According to him, “America has made radical changes in its policies in recent times. pG 3
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EC extends

schedule for
SIR by 1week

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Kolkata: The Elec-
tion Commission on Sun-
day extended by one week
the entire schedule of the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in nine states and
three Union Territories
amid allegations by oppo-
sition parties that the
"tight timelines" were cre-
ating problems for people
and ground-level poll offi-
cials. In a statement, the
poll authority said the
enumeration form distri-
bution will now continue
till December 11 instead of
December 4. The draft
electoral rolls will now be
published on December 16
in place of December 9,
while the final voters' list
will be out on February
14, 2026 in place of Feb-
ruary 7.

Officials said the com-
mission took the decision
to extend the timeline for
all phases of the SIR based
on internal discussions
with chief electoral officers
of states and UTs where
the exercise is underway.

Alleging at least 40
deaths of booth-level offi-
cers (BLOs) during the
SIR, largely by suicides
due to "stress of meeting
tight deadlines”, the oppo-
sition parties have ques-
tioned the timing of the
voters' list revision. The
EC has junked these
charges, saying the exer-
cise is going on smoothly.
Reacting to the EC's deci-
sion to revise the SIR
schedule, Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari said it was
an indication that the poll
panel knew the timelines
were not "practical”. The
decision to tweak the SIR
schedule comes on the eve
of the Winter Session of
Parliament beginning
Monday. The last session
was a virtual washout
over demands by the op-
position for a debate on
the SIR, then being held in
Bihar. Opposition leaders,
while emerging from an
all-party meeting, on
smooth functioning of the
session, said they will
press for a debate on SIR.
The EC had announced
SIR in these states and UTs
on October 27. Nearly 51
crore electors will be cov-
ered in the massive voters'
list cleanup exercise. The
states and Union Territo-
ries are: the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lakshad-
weep, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Puducherry, Ra-
jasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

Among these, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala,
and West Bengal will go to
the polls in 2026. In
Assam, where also polls
are due in 2026, the revi-
sion of electoral rolls was
announced separately. It is
being called 'Special Revi-
sion'. Most states had the
last SIR of the voter list

»» Continued on page 3
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India's Virat Kohli celebrates his century during the first One Day International match between India an
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d South Africa in Ranchi.

NATIONAL HERALD: Delhi police files
fresh FIR against Sonia, Rahul Gandhi

MI News Service, Delhi: Delhi Police
has filed an FIR against Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi and other accused in the Na-
tional Herald case on a complaint by
the ED as part of the agency's
money laundering probe into the
high-profile case that alleges that
the first family of the party "abused"
their position for personal gains. Of-
ficial sources said the Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW) of the Delhi
Police filed a complaint against the
Gandhis and seven others on Octo-
ber 3.

The police has pressed charges
under sections 120B (criminal con-
spiracy), 403 (dishonest misappro-
priation  of  property), 406
(punishment for criminal breach of
trust) and 420 (cheating) of the IPC

in the FIR that names the Gandhis,
Congress leaders Suman Dubey and
Sam Pitroda, entities like the Young
Indian (YI) and Dotex Merchandise
Ltd, Dotex promoter Sunil Bhandari,
Associated Journals Ltd. (AJL) and
unknown others. These entities are
also named as an accused (except
unknown others) in the ED
chargesheet filed before a Delhi
court in April. The court is yet to
take its cognisance with the next
date of hearing scheduled for De-
cember 16. The Congress party has
earlier called this investigation as
"petty vendetta tactics" and dubbed
the ED a "coalition partner" of the
BJP. The ED, as per the sources,
used powers available to it under
section 66(2) of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) to
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get the police FIR registered. This
section allows the federal agency to
share evidence for registration of a
criminal predicate offence by a law
enforcement agency so that it can
subsequently book a money laun-
dering case to take forward the in-

vestigation. The FIR will work to
strengthen the ED case and the
chargesheet which stems from a
court order -- Metropolitan Magis-
trate of Delhi -- that took cognisance
of a private complaint by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy on June 26,
2014 against alleged irregularities
in the National Herald's affairs, the
sources said. The FIR has taken cog-
nisance of the allegations stated by
the ED in a letter sent to the EOW on
September 4. The contents of the ED
communication are similar to what
the central agency is understood to
have stated in its charge-sheet. The
ED had alleged in its charge-sheet
that a "criminal conspiracy" was or-
chestrated by several prominent

»» Continued on page 3

Bangladesh ex-PM KHALEDA ZIA “critical’

MI News Service, Dhaka:
Bangladesh's former prime
minister and opposition

Fresh wolf attacks
ravage UP village

Baggage policy:
GANGTOK-BAGDOGRA
copter fare dips

leader Khaleda Zia remains
in "very critical" condition at
a Dhaka hospital, her party
said on Sunday, as her exiled
son and acting party chief
Tarique Rahman signaled
uncertainty over his return.
Khaleda, 80, was admitted
to a private hospital on No-
vember 23 with a severe
chest infection affecting her
heart and lungs, doctors and
senior Bangladesh National-
ist Party officials said. Her
deteriorating health comes
at a sensitive time for her
political party, which has re-
gained prominence after
Sheikh Hasina, Bangla
desh's long-serving former
prime minister, was ousted
in a student-led uprising last
year. Rahman, who has
lived in London since 2008,
wrote on Facebook on Sat-
urday that his return to
Bangladesh was "not en-
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tirely" in his control, fuelling
speculation over political or
legal hurdles. Hours later,
the interim government led
by Muhammad Yunus said it
had "no restrictions or ob-
jections” to his
return."There are no obsta-
cles in this matter," Yunus'
press secretary Shafiqul
Alam said in a Facebook
post. Khaleda's condition
has deepened uncertainty
within the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party as it weighs
its next steps with its matri-
arch gravely ill and its act-
ing chairman still abroad.

MI News Service, Ayodhya: A
five-year-old boy has died in
Kaisarganj — a tehsil in
Uttar Pradesh’s Bahraich
district that has seen a series
of wolf attacks, after injuries
sustained in an attack by the
animal, officials said. Star,
son of Roshan Kumar, was
attacked on Friday evening
by two wolves while he was
playing outside his house.
According to villagers,
one of the wolves seized the
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Search

for wolves is underway. in =B'a‘hra,ich.

child and dragged him away,
prompting neighbours to
raise an alarm and chase the
animals with sticks and rods.
They found the boy, severely
injured and unconscious, in
a field. He was first taken to
the Kaisarganj community
health centre and then re-
ferred to the district hospital.
As his condition worsened,
he was being shifted to a

»» Continued on page 3
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MI News Service, Siliguri:
The fare for helicopter serv-
ices between Sikkim's capi-
tal Gangtok and Bagdogra
near Siliguri in West Bengal
has been reduced to Rs
3,100 per person, from the
earlier rate of Rs 4,500, an
official notification said.
According to the notifi-
cation recently issued by the
Sikkim Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd.
(STDC), which runs the heli-
copter services, passengers
will be allowed to carry 7 kg
of baggage for free, while
excess luggage of 8-15 kg
will be charged at Rs 50 per
kg and for those exceeding
15 kg, Rs 500 per kg will be
charged for additional
weight, subject to cargo
space availability. The new

»» Continued on page 3

HONG KONG INFERNO: Casualties climb to 128

MI News Service, Hong Kong: A
steady stream of people placed
bouquets of white roses, carna-
tions, lilies and other flowers
Sunday at a makeshift memorial
outside the blackened buildings
of a Hong Kong apartment com-

has been an outpouring of sup-
port and sympathy, with thou-
sands of city residents visiting
the site of the fire to pay tribute
to the dead and donate supplies
to those who lost everything in
the blaze, which started Wednes-

The Building Department's decision to temporarily sus-
pend the works on the 28 projects managed by PC&E was
due to a lack of confidence in its ability to ensure site safety

the government said in o statement

plex that went up in flames,
killing at least 128 people in one
of the city's deadliest blazes.
Many bowed toward the
scene of the fire and said short
prayers, or left handwritten
notes among the flowers. There

day and took until Friday to fully
extinguish. The eight buildings
of the Wang Fuk Court complex
in the suburb of Tai Po had all
been clad in bamboo scaffolding
draped with nylon netting for
renovations, with windows cov-

ered by polystyrene panels, and
authorities are now investigating
whether fire codes were violated.
Hong Kong officials announced
late Saturday they had ordered
the immediate suspension of
work on 28 building projects un-
dertaken by the same contractor,
the Prestige Construction & En-
gineering Company, for safety
audits. “The Building Depart-
ment's decision to temporarily
suspend the works on the 28
projects managed by PC&E was
due to a lack of confidence in its
ability to ensure site safety,” the
government said in a statement.
“The five alarm fire at Wang Fuk

»» Continued on page 3

DITWAH: IAF
sends more air-
crafts to Colomho

Two Chetak helicopters from INS Vikrant
and Rescue Operations with Sri Lanka Air Force personnel

onboard as part of Operation Sagar Bandhu, on Saturday.

MI News Service, New Delhi:
India has expanded its hu-
manitarian assistance under
Operation Sagar Bandhu, as
Sri Lanka continues to reel
from Cyclone Ditwah, de-
ploying additional aircraft
and helicopters to support
relief work and evacuation.

A C-130J transport air-
craft carrying equipment
meant for a National Disas-
ter Relief Force (NDRF) team
landed in Colombo on Sun-
day. According to a senior of-
ficial, this aircraft will now
be used to bring back Indian
citizens stranded in Sri
Lanka. The Indian Air Force
has already positioned Mi-17
V5 helicopters in Colombo
for fast deployment during
relief operations. In an up-
date shared on X, the IAF
said: "#OperationSagar-
Bandhu | IAF Humanitarian
Assistance As part of India’s
ongoing relief efforts in Sri
Lanka, the Indian Air Force
has positioned Mi-17 V5 hel-
icopters in Colombo for swift
HADR operations." The post
added that its transport air-
craft are earmarked for
"large-scale evacuation" of
Indian nationals, with "mul-
tiple missions" planned from
Trivandrum and Hindan.

It also noted: "Alongside
evacuation, essential relief
material, including Bhishm
cubes and medical supplies
are also being airlifted to
support affected communi-
ties. The IAF remains stead-
fast in safeguarding lives and
extending timely assistance
to our neighbours in need."
Nearly 21 tonnes of relief
material reached Colombo
on board a C-130J and an IL-
76 deployed from the Hindan
air base. The IL-76 carried
nine tonnes of supplies, 80

#OperationSagar-

Bandhu | IAF
Humanitarian Assis-
tance As part of
India’s ongoing relief
efforts in Sri Lanka,
the Indian Air Force
has positioned Mi-17
V5 helicopters in
Colombo for swift
HADR operations.--IAF

NDRF personnel, four ca-
nines and eight tonnes of hu-
manitarian assistance and
disaster relief equipment.
The Navy has also been mo-
bilised. INS Sukanya is on its
way to Sri Lanka with addi-
tional aid, while two Chetak
helicopters from INS Vikrant
are carrying out search and
rescue sorties alongside Sri
Lanka Air Force personnel.

Cyclone Ditwah has
caused widespread devasta-
tion across the island. A re-
cent update from Sri Lanka’s
Disaster Management Cen-
tre placed the death toll at
132, with 176 people missing
over the last four days. More
than 43,900 people across
12,313 families have been
affected. The Indian High
Commission in Colombo is
assisting stranded Indian
passengers at the Ban-
daranaike International Air-
port, where severe air traffic
disruptions have left many
without flights. Officials said
food, water and other sup-
port are being provided on
the ground. India has also
moved relief assets inter-
nally. For relief efforts in
Tamil Nadu, a C-17 aircraft
transported an NDRF team
and equipment load from
Pune to Chennai on the night
of November 29.

Jamiat chief Mahmood
Madni defends JIHAD
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MI News Service, New
Delhi/Bhopal: = Mahmood
Madni, chief of Jamiat
Ulema-a-Hind, accused the
Supreme Court of working
under government pressure
to undermine minority
rights and declared that op-
pression would trigger
“jihad”, drawing a sharp re-
action from the BJP. “After
the verdict in the Babri
Masjid, triple talaq and sev-
eral other cases, it seems
that the courts have been
functioning under govern-

ment pressure for a few
years now. The court is
hearing Gyanvapi (mosque)
and Mathura (Krishna Jan-
mbhoomi) cases while ig-
noring the (Places of)
Worship Act,” Madni said at
the national governing body
meeting of the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind, an associa-
tion of Muslims, in Bhopal.
“The Supreme Court is eli-
gible to be called supreme
only when it follows the
Constitution and when it up-
holds the law. If it doesn’t do
that, it doesn’t deserve to be
called supreme,” he added.
He said the term “jihad”
was being misused to ma-
lign Muslims, stressing that
it means a “struggle against
oppression”, adding: “Jab
jab zulm hoga, tab-tab jihad
hoga”.BJP  spokesperson
and MP Sambit Patra said
the “inflammatory” speech

»» Continued on page 3
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Bengal

Drones to surveil hill
forests, hoost wildlife pro-
tection in North Bengal

MI News Service, Silig-
uri : The forest depart-
ment is set to introduce
drone surveillance in
the hill forests of Sin-
galila, Senchal and
Neora Valley to
strengthen the moni-
toring of wildlife and
curb illegal activities
following the successful
use of remote aerial ve-
hicles in the Jaldapara
National Park over the
past year.

Bhaskar JV, the
chief conservator of
forests (wildlife, north),
said four drones de-
ployed in Jaldapara
last year had proved
immensely effective,
especially during emer-
gencies involving stray-
ing wildlife.

“In Jaldapara,
drones have helped us
track elephants, gaur
and one-horned rhinos
when they stray out-
side the forest. During
the recent floods, sev-
eral rhinos were swept
into the shallow Torsa
river. With drone sup-
port, we were able to
locate, tranquilise and
safely bring them
back,” he said.

Encouraged by
these results, the de-
partment will now de-
ploy five drones each in
Singalila, Senchal and
Neora Valley forests,
said Bhaskar. While
Singalila and Senchel
are in Darjeeling dis-
trict, Neora 1is in
Kalimpong district.

Jaldapara, which is
spread over
216.51sqkm, has
recorded significant
improvements in ani-
mal protection since

drones were intro-
duced.
“Not a single

poaching incident was
reported in the past
year. Movement of
poachers was not de-
tected, and timber
smuggling has come
under control,” a for-
est department officer
said.

Drones have been
used to monitor wide
river stretches, grass-
lands and difficult ter-
rain. Foresters say the
technology has
emerged as a powerful
supplement to tradi-
tional patrolling.

“Within a short
time, a drone can scan
large areas that foot
patrols cannot cover as
quickly. Combined with
patrolling by vehicles
and elephants, drone
surveillance enhances
our ability to detect
movement, monitor
sensitive zones and re-
spond swiftly,” the
forester said.

Jaldapara, globally
known for its population
of one-horned rhinos,
has benefited particu-
larly from real-time
monitoring. When
drones are linked to the
Internet, the foresters
can track live locations
of rhinos, elephants and
other wildlife, even in
remote areas. “If any
unusual activity is de-
tected, immediate ac-
tion can be taken,” the
officer said.

One of the biggest
successes of the drone
programme came on the
night of October 4, when
the Torsa river flooded
large parts of Jaldapara,
and eight rhinos were
swept away.

“Using drone im-
ages, we could track
every rhino and rescue
all of them safely. Such
a coordinated opera-
tion is rare in the his-
tory of the forest
department,” another

officer said.

Parveen Kaswan,
the divisional forest of-
ficer of Jaldapara, said
technology would con-
tinue to complement
traditional methods.

“We use different
technologies for protec-
tion and conservation.
Drone cameras are one
of them. They have
given us great results,
but patrolling on foot
and on elephant-back
will continue, as they
remain essential tools,”
he said.

A pre-observation of World AIDS Day, a Vintage Car Drive themed “Drive for HIV Aware-

ness.” in Kolkata on sunday.

Dak Adalat to be held on December 15 to address postal service grievances in Bengal, Sikkim, Andaman

MI News Service, Kolkata : Consumers of
postal services can seek redress to some
of their grievances at the upcoming
Dak Adalat. The 134th Dak Adalat will be
held at the office of the chief postmaster
general, Bengal circle, at Yogayog Bha-
van, via video conference at 1pm on De- or
Adalat will
complaints concerning the postal services
of Bengal, Sikkim and the Andaman &

cember 15. The

Nicobar Islands.

“The complaint must contain full de-
tails, including reference number, date of
letter received earlier from various postal

hear

authorities, and the mobile number of the
complainant. The complaint should be ad-
dressed to S.C. Das, ADPS (CS), c/o the
chief postmaster general, West Bengal
circle, P-36, CR Avenue, Calcutta 700012,
to reach on or before 3 December by post
through
cpmg_wb@indiapost.gov.in and adpg-
cowb@gmail.com,”
applications for Dak Adalat should be su-

e-mail. The IDs are

an official said. The

perscribed with the words “Dak Adalat”.

“Cases involving legal matters like succes-
sion and policy matters will not be taken
up that day,” the official added.

WBUT, Omkarnath Mlssmn 3|gn Mull to expand Indological Studies

MI News Service,
Kolkata:In a bid to deepen
research in India’s civilisa-
tional knowledge systems,
the West Bengal University
of Transformative Studies
(WBUT) — widely known
as Biswa Bangla University
— on Sunday signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the
Omkarnath Mission — Re-
search Centre for Indolog-
ical Studies. The
agreement was formalised
at the Mission’s interna-
tional headquarters at Ma-
hamilan Math in Kolkata.

The tie-up comes at
a time when the state
government is pushing
ahead with the Gateway
of Kolkata project near
Dunlop, conceived by
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and named after
spiritual leader Sitaram
Das Omkarnath. The
academic partnership is
being viewed as part of the
government’s broader cul-
tural initiative to highlight
Bengal’s intellectual her-
itage on a national and
global scale.

According to officials of
the Omkarnath Mission,
the MoU will facilitate col-
laborative lectures, work-

shops, seminars and
research programmes that
span philosophy, history,
religion, culture and liter-
ature. A key objective is to
promote scholarship in
India’s classical knowledge
systems and contribute to
the preservation of its civil-
isational legacy.

Calling the agreement
a “historic step”, Kinkar
Priyanath Chattopadhyay,
President of the Omkar-
nath Mission, said the col-
laboration reflects the
Chief Minister’s vision of
expanding education
rooted in indigenous tradi-
tions. “Both institutions

will work to preserve
India’s ancient heritage,
study the commentaries of
Sri Bhagwan Omkarnath
Dev on Vedanta and en-
gage in the reconstruction
of religious philosophy.
This partnership will help
familiarise younger gener-
ations with India’s cultural
and philosophical history,”
he said.

WBUT Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Dilip Kumar Maity
signed the MoU on behalf
of the university, while
senior representatives of
the Mission, including its
president, faculty mem-
bers and other officials,
endorsed it from their end.
The event was attended by
several distinguished per-
sonalities, including Amer-

ican violinist Dr L. Shankar
and Santoor maestro
Tarun Bhattacharya, a
Sangeet Natak Akademi
awardee.

Mission  representa-
tives noted that the collab-
oration would go beyond
academic exchange and
aid in disseminating the
teachings and philosophy
of Sri Bhagwan Omkar-
nath Dev, considered by
followers to be a signifi-
cant figure in Bengal’s
spiritual renaissance.

From Mumbai, Kinkar
Biththal Ramanuj Ma-
haraj, founder of the
Omkarnath Mission and
President of the Akhil
Bharat Jaiguru Sampra-
daya, remarked that the
partnership would serve as
“a guiding force for future
generations seeking
deeper engagement with
India’s cultural roots.”

Officials from both
sides expressed confidence
that the MoU would
strengthen research initia-
tives and open new av-
enues for scholars and
students.

Prince Dr. M. A. Ali Congratulates
Kolkata Publlc Engllsh School

MI News Service, Ko]kata 30 Nov.25 : The 11th Annual
Award and Cultural Function of Kolkata Public English
School was held at Nazrul Mancha, Kamarhatti, Kolkata.
HRH Prince Dr. M. A. Ali, Director of the World Meet
(Thailand, Indonesia, and UK), graced the occasion as

the Chief Guest.

Addressing the media, Prince Ali

praised the institution, stating that “Kolkata Public Eng-
lish School is the best school in North Kolkata, as it pro-
vides free Karate and Martial Arts training to all
students up to the Black Belt level. I have not seen any
other school in North Kolkata offering such dedicated
training. Congratulations to Asgar Ali Khan, Director of

the School.”

He further added that students of Kolkata Public
English School will be participating in the forthcoming
World Meet on 28th May 2025 at the Royal Thai Army
Club, Bangkok, Thailand. Prince Ali also expressed his
happiness over the school’s remarkable achievements
across various fields. The event featured diverse cultural
performances and was attended by a large gathering of
parents and dignitaries from different sectors, making
the evening both memorable and vibrant.

RPF/ER Extends A Helping Hand To Passengers

MI News Service, Kolkata, 30
Nov.25 : Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel of East-
ern Railway continue their
dedicated efforts to ensure the
safety and security of passen-
ger belongings through the
nationwide initiative “Opera-
tion Amanat.” On 29.11.2025,
RPF teams of Howrah, Seal-
dah, Asansol and Malda Divi-
sions successfully recovered
various left-behind luggage
items from different trains and
Railway premises. The recov-
ered items include:

02 blankets, 01 suitcase,
and 16 bags containing
clothes, documents, electronic
items, a laptop, mobhile
charger, wristwatch, shoes,
PAN card, ATM cards, Voter
ID, ICICI Visa card, Post Bank

card, smart card, driving li-
cence, power bank, makeup
kits, handwash, cream, pow-
der, other essential goods and
cash amounting to %22,000.
The total value of the recov-
ered belongings is approxi-
mately %2,75,500.

These items were recov-
ered from trains and railway
premises at Howrah, Dankuni,
Barddhaman, Sealdah, Nai-
hati, Asansol, Durgapur, Jam-
tara, Sultanganj, Sahibganj,
Jamalpur, and Bhagalpur
stations. All recovered belong-
ings were duly handed over to
their rightful owners after
proper verification and docu-
mentation. After receiving
their belongings, passengers
expressed their heartfelt grat-
itude to Eastern Railway.

Suspected smuggler gunned down hy BSF durlng mght crossing attempt in Nadia

Dlpankar Edbar, Krishna-
ganj (Nadia) : A suspected
cross-border smuggler was
shot dead by the Border
Security Force (BSF) along
the Matiari-Banpur stretch
of the Indo-Bangladesh
border in Nadia district
early Sunday, after he al-
legedly ignored repeated
warnings from patrolling

troops. The incident has triggered tensmn
in several villages close to the frontier, of-
ficials said. According to BSF sources,
personnel on night patrol spotted a man
moving suspiciously towards the fencing,

apparently attempting

Bangladesh. Despite multiple verbal
warnings and hand signals, the individual
continued to advance. BSF claims the
jawans fired only when he tried to scale
the border fence. He collapsed immedi-

ately after being hit.

A team from Krishnaganj police station
reached the spot soon after and sent the body
for post-mortem. Investigators are yet to

slip into

" identify the deceased, as no
documents or personal clues
were found on him. Police
are probing his possible
links to cattle, gold, nar-
cotics or other smuggling
rackets  that  operate
through this sensitive corri-
dor. The shooting comes at
a time of heightened secu-
rity along the Indo-

Bangladesh “border following political
unrest in Bangladesh after the court ruling
against Sheikh Hasina, and increased vigi-
lance in India following the recent explosion
in Delhi. Residents of nearby villages said
they heard gunshots late at night, causing
panic and confusion. While some locals felt
the firing reflected strengthening border en-
forcement, others questioned whether non-
lethal means could have been deployed.
Officials said further action will hinge on

forensic findings and confirmation of the

man’s identity. The BSF is preparing a detailed
report, while police have launched a parallel
inquiry into the attempted border crossing.

CPM kicks off Bengal march W|th umty caII in Tufanganj

MI News Service, Cooch
Behar : The CPM launched
a statewide march from Tu-
fanganj in Cooch Behar dis-
trict on Saturday with a
public meeting addressed
by the party’s state secre-
tary, Md Salim, and other
leaders. The inaugural
meeting of the Bangla
Bachao Yatra (Save Bengal
March) was held on the
Dolmela Ground in Tufan-
ganj, which was once con-
sidered an impregnable
Left bastion.

The march will con-
clude at Kamarhati in
North 24-Parganas on De-
cember 17. The turnout at
the rally impressed the
Cooch Behar district CPM
leaders, who believe that
the strong presence of red
flags has rekindled confi-
dence among party work-
ers. In his speech, Salim
emphasised communal har-
mony. “To save people, you
must save the unity among
people. Dividing society into
Hindu-Muslim, Bengali-

Koch-Rajbanshi-Nepali
only benefits those who are
looting the state. As elec-
tions get closer, temples
and mosques will be used to
create noise. To save edu-
cation, culture, our villages
and neighbourhoods, the
red flag must be strength-
ened. The Bangla Bachao
Yatra is a pledge to build a
new Bengal,” Salim said.
CPM central committee
member Minakshi Mukher-
jee also addressed the
gathering. She referred to
social reformers and
statesmen like Panchanan
Barma and Abbasuddin
Ahmed, who are revered

by people especially in dis-
tricts like Cooch Behar.
“Standing on this soil, we
pledge to end corruption,
communal riots, and the
reign of goons. From today,
we are soldiers committed
to saving Bengal,” she said.

The other speakers
strongly criticised both
the BJP-led central govern-
ment and the Trinamool
Congress dispensation
in Bengal, accusing them
of corruption, unemploy-
ment and divisive politics.
They elaborated on the
ideological differences be-
tween Right-wing and Left-
wing politics.

RPF-GRPS joint operation foils illegal entry
of Bangladesh nationals at Ranaghat Jn

Dipankar Edbar, Ranaghat
(Nadia) : A joint team of the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) and Government
Railway Police (GRPS),
Ranaghat, thwarted an il-
legal infiltration attempt on
Saturday afternoon, de-
taining three Bangladesh
nationals, including a
minor child, and an Indian
tout at Ranaghat Junction.
The operation was
launched following specific
intelligence inputs about
suspicious  cross-border
movement on Platform No.
2. Acting promptly, a team
led by SI Shivam Kumar of
RPF/Post/Ranaghat, along
with SI K. K. Jha and other
RPF personnel, in coordi-
nation with GRPS
Ranaghat officials, con-
ducted covert surveillance
at the station.

At around 12:15 pm,
the joint team spotted four
adults and a child exhibit-
ing suspicious behaviour
under the Foot Over
Bridge. During question-
ing, the group gave con-
flicting statements and
failed to produce valid
travel documents. Their di-
alect and responses further
raised suspicion.

Upon sustained interro-
gation, three women con-
fessed to being Bangladesh
nationals who had illegally
crossed the international
border through the Ramna-
gar area under Hanskhali
police station, with the help
of an Indian tout identified as

Rasul Molla (55), a resident
of Bara Chupria in Nadia dis-
trict. They stated they were
entering India for employ-
ment and had been assured
safe passage by the tout.
None possessed passports,
visas or any authorised bor-
der-crossing permits.

All four were immedi-
ately apprehended. The
Bangladesh nationals were
booked under Section 21 of
the Immigration & Foreign-
ers Act for illegal entry and
stay, while the tout was ar-
rested under Section 24(1)
for facilitating infiltration.
Officials said all legal proto-
cols, including those related
to the handling of women
and children, were strictly
followed. Following a written
complaint, GRPS Ranaghat
registered Case No. 19/2025
dated 29.11.2025 under rel-
evant provisions of the Immi-
gration & Foreigners Act.
RPF Post, Ranaghat, said the
swift response and coordina-
tion between the two agen-
cies prevented further
movement of the infiltrators
into Indian territory. The ar-
rested persons are Rasul
Molla (55), resident of Bara
Chupria, PS Hanskhali,
Rupna Das (21), of Bhuier-
hat, District Hateya
Noakhali, Bangladesh, and
her lap baby Partha Das (4),
Mita Das (18), of
Banglabazar, Mahadebbari,
PS Uskhali, Hateya Noakhali,
Bangladesh, Dipti Das (18),
of the same locality in
Bangladesh.

Burdwan gets first labs to test road-building materials
MI News Service, E. Burdwan :To combat the recurring prob-
lem of contractors supplying substandard materials for road
construction in panchayat areas, the East Burdwan Zilla
Parishad today introduced a new facility termed a civil labo-
ratory to enable on-the-spot scrutiny of construction ingredi-
ents. At Kshetia Panchayat, the first such laboratory was
inaugurated by Gargi Naha, deputy chief of the zilla parishad.
She said that 16 such civil labs, one for each block, will be in-
stalled in phases. “Panchayats in our district will first obtain
test reports before disbursing payments against bills, and this
system has now been made mandatory,” she said.

Himalayan musk deer photographed in Bengal after nearly 70 years

MI News Service, Siliguri :
The elusive Himalayan
musk deer, which is cate-
gorised as an endangered
species on the IUCN Red
List, has been sighted in
Bengal after a gap of
nearly 70 years, with the
animal being pho-
tographed in the Neora
Valley National Park in
Kalimpong district.

The images, captured
on December 17, 2024, by
a trap camera installed by
the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), confirm the
presence of the rare
species in Bengal for the
first time since 1955.

The cameras, which
had originally been set up
to research red pandas,
recorded multiple clear
images of the musk deer
from different angles.
However, the state forest
department had not been
informed about the images
until recently. The camera
data were being transmit-
ted directly to the WII
headquartered in
Dehradun, leaving Bengal
foresters in the dark.

Bhaskar JV, chief con-
servator of forests
(wildlife, north), said the
WII had not yet provided

detailed 1nf0rmat10n about
the findings to the depart-
ment.

“It is disappointing that
the WII has not provided
the details to us, even
though we are the apex
department in the state,
and the national park is
also located in our state,”
Bhaskar said.

According to records,
the previous official sight-
ing of a musk deer in Ben-
gal occurred in the
Singalila National Park of
Darjeeling in 1955, though
no photographic evidence
existed at the time.

The new images have

therefore generatéd con-

siderable excitement
within the state’s wildlife
community.

Wildlife researcher

Animesh Bose, who has
participated in several sur-
veys in the Neora Valley
forest, said the discovery
highlighted the region’s
rich but unexplored biodi-
versity. “We would urge
the state forest depart-
ment to prioritise habitat
protection and conserva-
tion for the musk deer. We
also hope that Unesco will
consider the proposal to
recognise the national
park as a world heritage

site,” he said.

In 1999, the Neora Val-
ley park was nominated
for heritage status, but Un-
esco has yet to grant it.
With the presence of mul-
tiple Red List species, in-
cluding the Bengal tiger,
golden cat, and now the
musk deer, the Neora Val-
ley stands as one of India’s
most biodiverse and least
disturbed forests.

Bhaskar Das, a mem-
ber of the governing coun-
cil of  the Indian
Mountaineering Founda-
tion who is based in Jal-
paiguri, has said while
musk deer populations
have been recorded in
Jammu & Kashmir,
Arunachal Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Sikkim, and
the sub-Himalayan forests,
this is the first photo-
graphic record of the ani-
mal in Bengal.

“Considering that it is
an endangered species, an
urgent assessment of its
habitat in Neora Valley is
needed. Also, entry into
the park’s virgin forests for
any purpose other than
scientific research should
be banned to strengthen
the case for the Unesco
recognition,” he said.

Honey badger, leopards, pangolin and more:
Trap cameras reveal Purulia Wlldhfe thrlller

MI News Service, Purulia :
From India’s largest mam-
mal to one of the planet’s
smallest cats. An animal
imperilled by traffickers to
a small carnivore ever
ready to take on predators
of any size. These animals
and more have over the
past year been captured
by trap cameras installed
in a forest in Purulia, Ben-
gal’s westernmost district
that borders Jharkhand
and is part of the
Chhotanagpur Plateau.

An NGO installed the
trap cameras in a pocket
of the Kotshila forest in
collaboration with the
Bengal forest department.
Three minutes of footage
— a montage of images
shot by multiple cameras
that was shared with this
newspaper — bears testi-
mony to Purulia’s biodiver-
sity. It’s difficult to take
one’s eyes off the footage,
because the animals just
keep coming. It begins
with an Indian muntjac
(Muntiacus muntjak), com-
monly called the “barking
deer” because of the bark-
like sound it makes to
sound the alarm when it
senses danger.

A small Indian civet
(Viverricula indica) ap-
pears next, looking for
food. A full-grown leopard
(Panthera pardus) follows,
its eyes glowing in the dark
and directed at the camera
before it turns away. Just
one clip has been shot in
daylight: it shows two leop-
ards cuddling each other.

The next to enter the
scene is a sloth bear
(Melursus ursinus), moving
slowly at first before sud-
denly picking up speed. A
honey badger (Mellivora
capensis), probably clicked
for the first time in Bengal,
is a tenacious small carni-
vore with a reputation as
one of the world’s most
fearless animals, ready to
fight back against much

An Indian pangohn
(Manis crassicaudata)
makes a brief appearance.
Scaly, toothless and noctur-
nal, pangolins are among
the world’s most trafficked
mammals, hunted for their
scales and meat. Most of
this is smuggled into China,
and the rest into Southeast
Asia, for use in traditional
medicines. Next is a rusty-
spotted cat (Prionailurus
rubiginosus), which is
among the world’s smallest
cats. It looks like a kitten,
covered in a fawn coat with
rusty brown spots on its
back, and with an un-
marked tail. This is the
first formal documentation
of the species in Bengal,
foresters said.
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Airport alert: UP
resident arrested
hefore foreign flight

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
man wanted in several
criminal cases in Uttar
Pradesh was intercepted
and detained at Kolkata’s
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
while attempting to board
an international flight. Au-
thorities in Uttar Pradesh
had previously issued an
alert regarding the suspect
due to multiple active com-
plaints registered against
him. Acting on this commu-
nication, the Kolkata Air-
port police began closely
monitoring passenger
movement to identify the in-
dividual if he attempted to
travel.

Based on the informa-
tion shared by UP law en-
forcement, airport officials
were able to locate and con-
firm the suspect’s presence
during routine checks. Be-
fore he could board his
scheduled flight to a foreign
destination, officers from
the NSCBI Airport police
station detained him and
placed him under custody.
As part of standard proce-
dure, he was subsequently
taken to the Dumdum mu-
nicipal hospital for a med-
ical examination to assess
his condition before further
legal processing. Prelimi-
nary investigation by the po-
lice revealed that the man
claimed he had been travel-
ling to Uttar Pradesh for
medical treatment. Despite
this assertion, officers noted
that the outstanding crimi-
nal cases against him took
precedence, making imme-
diate arrest necessary. After
completing the required for-
malities and verifying his
identity, the Kolkata Police
handed him over to the
Uttar Pradesh Police team
that had arrived to take
charge of the suspect.

Jamiat chief
Mahmood Madni
defends JIHAD

From PG 1

“reflects a malicious attempt
to push the country towards
division”. “His remark that
‘zulm hone par jihad hoga’
is extremely inappropriate
because, in the name of
jihad, terror and violence
have been spread not only in
India but across the world,
and in such a context, the
mention of jihad in India is
an irresponsible statement,”
Patra said. Patra accused
Madni of an “attempt to un-
dermine the judiciary” and
urged the Supreme Court to
take cognisance and act
against the Jamiat head.
Madni said a particular
community was being tar-
geted. “There are bulldozer
actions, mob lynching,
seizure of waqf properties
and negative campaigns
against madrasas to under-
mine their religion and iden-
tity. This has made Muslims
feel unsafe,” he said.

Baggage policy:
GANGTOK-BAGDOGRA
copter fare dips

From PG 1

fare will come into effect on
December 1, following ap-
proval from the Sikkim gov-
ernment, it said. The order
stated that fares for Gangtok
joyrides and chartered flights
remain unchanged, while
medical flights will be charged
at Rs 77,500, in line with the
revised passenger fare.

EC extends
schedule for
SIR by 1week

From PG 1

between 2002 and 2004,
and they have nearly com-
pleted the mapping of cur-
rent electors according to
the last SIR held in their re-
spective states. The primary
aim of the SIR is to weed out
foreign illegal migrants by
checking their place of birth.
The move assumes signifi-
cance in the wake of a
crackdown in various states
on illegal migrants, includ-
ing those from Bangladesh
and Myanmar.

On Sunday, Tollygunge MLA and Minister Aroop Biswas attended the S. I. R. review meeting at Niranjan Sadan of Tollygunge Vidhan Sabha. Mu-
nicipal representatives of 9 wards, party office bearers, 310 BLA-2 and 9 wards W. E. R. S. workers engaged in S. I. R. work were present.

‘Politics overtaking economics”
Jaishankar warns at IIM Calcutta

MI News Service, Kolkata: Union Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
delivered a sharp assessment of shift-
ing global power equations during his
address at [IM Calcutta on Saturday,
warning that the world economy is en-
tering an increasingly volatile and po-
litically driven phase. Without naming
former U.S. President Donald Trump,
Jaishankar appeared to criticise
Washington’s recent policy direction,
suggesting that radical shifts in Amer-
ican trade and strategic behaviour
have accelerated uncertainty. Jais-
hankar, who visited Kolkata to receive
an honorary doctorate from IIM Cal-
cutta, used the platform to outline
deep geopolitical and economic trans-
formations underway across the
world.

According to him, “America has
made radical changes in its policies in
recent times. They are bringing about
political and economic changes
through various transactions with dif-
ferent countries.” He described this
evolving environment as “worrying,”
emphasising that politics is increas-
ingly overshadowing economics. “In
this uncertain world, politics is gradu-
ally overtaking the economy. We must
reassess our supply chains — both de-
mand and sources of supply — and di-
versify them,” the Minister said,
urging a strategic rethinking of India’s
economic dependencies. Jaishankar’s
remarks come against the backdrop of
the United States imposing steep new
tariffs on Indian products since Au-

Umon External Affan's Minister S Jaishankar being conferred the ‘Doctorate
of Philosophy Honoris Causa’ by IIM-Calcutta.

gust, pushing duty rates to 50% on
various categories. The decision has
placed a direct burden on Indian ex-
porters, triggering concerns across
sectors. His comments in Kolkata were
widely viewed as an indirect rebuke of
Washington’s tariff strategy. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister also directed
pointed criticism at China, stating that
Beijing has long attempted to operate
the global system entirely on its own
terms.

“They have been trying to run
everything according to their prefer-
ences for a long time — and they con-
tinue to do so,”* he said. Despite the
turbulent international scene, Jais-
hankar asserted that India remains

firmly aligned to its development tra-
jectory, highlighting manufacturing
and technology as the country’s pri-
mary engines of growth.“A country
like India must always prioritise indus-
trial development. Production is essen-
tial. From semiconductors to electric
vehicles — these are now the keys to
India’s progress,” he said. Jaishankar’s
Kolkata address underscored a
broader strategic message: in a world
where major powers are reshaping
global rules to suit domestic politics,
India must strengthen its economic re-
silience, widen its supply networks,
and accelerate industrial capacity to
secure its position in the evolving
global order.

On Their 50th Anniversary,
Couple Donates Artificial
Limbs to Over a Hundred People

MI News Service, Kolkata: A Kolkata-based couple cele-
brated their 50 years of marriage by donating artificial
limbs to underprivileged and physically disabled individ-
uals, setting a remarkable example of humanity and com-
passion.On Sunday, hundreds of differently abled people
from various parts of the state gathered at Bidhannagar
for a special humanitarian event titled “Umeed Ke Rang.”
Along with the distribution of artificial limbs, medical
check-ups and treatment facilities were also arranged,

Nandigram showdown looms as
Sukanta predicts Abhishek clash

MI News Service,
Kolkata/Purba Medinipur:
Union Minister Sukanta
Majumdar has triggered
fresh political speculation
ahead of the 2026 Assem-
bly elections by claiming
that Trinamool Congress
General Secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee is prepar-
ing to contest from
Nandigram. According to
Majumdar, Banerjee’s
“strong ambition” to be-
come Deputy Chief Minister
is influencing recent police
transfers in the district, sig-
nalling the ruling party’s
plan to turn Nandigram
into a high-stakes electoral
battlefield. Nandigram MLA
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari
swiftly rejected the claims,
asserting that Abhishek
Banerjee has no grassroots
support in the constituency.
“Even if Abhishek contests
here, he won’t win,” Ad-
hikari told reporters, reaf-
firming the BJP’s
determination to defend the
seat it dramatically seized

in 2021 by defeating Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.
Majumdar further re-
marked that the BJP’s strat-
egy is simple—wherever
the Trinamool fields a can-
didate, the party will ensure
their defeat. The Trinamool
Congress responded
sharply. Party spokesper-
son Arup Chakraborty ac-
cused the BJP leadership of
marginalising Suvendu Ad-
hikari after the Lok Sabha
poll results, a situation he
claimed helped the TMC se-
cure significant panchayat
victories in Nandigram.
Chakraborty argued that
Adhikari’s biggest challenge
is holding on to his own
seat, adding that “a booth-
level TMC worker could de-
feat him—no Abhishek or
Mamata needed.” The un-
folding political tussle
echoes earlier precedents,
including 2011, when Ma-
mata Banerjee shifted to
Bhabanipur after initial
seat changes, and Suvendu
Adhikari managed similar
political transitions.

Driver’s revolt:
“Impossible” toto
cost sparks chaos

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Toto and e-rickshaw driv-
ers staged a massive
demonstration at Dum Dum
Cantonment Health Ground
on Sunday morning, ex-
pressing strong resentment
toward the state govern-
ment’s newly enforced Toto
registration policy. The
protesting drivers alleged
that the imposed registra-
tion system demands exor-
bitant fees and recurring
annual expenses—such as
insurance, pollution certifi-
cates, renewal charges, and

unbearable for economi-
cally vulnerable operators.
Many argued that these
mounting costs threaten
their ability to sustain their
daily livelihoods.

A large number of Totos
and e-rickshaws partici-
pated in the agitation, with
drivers claiming that the
payment and registration
process lacks transparency.
They accused middlemen
and brokers of exploiting
the situation by collecting
money without issuing
proper receipts, raising
concerns about corruption
within the Motor Vehicles
(RTO) office. According to
the drivers, instead of pro-
viding regulatory clarity,
the new system has
widened opportunities for
unfair practices and finan-
cial exploitation. Alongside
economic grievances, driv-
ers also voiced anger over
what they described as rou-
tine police harassment on
major routes such as VIP
Road and Jessore Road.
They accused officers of
stopping them arbitrarily
while carrying passengers,
making daily operations in-
creasingly difficult. The re-
cent protest follows several
days of escalating agitation.
On Friday, members of the
E-Rickshaw Drivers Union
affiliated with CITU intensi-
fied their movement by sur-
rounding the Rajganj BDO
office.

Their  demonstration
disrupted administrative
work as they raised slogans
demanding immediate re-
lief. The union also organ-
ized a large procession that
received strong support
from the broader Toto
driver community. Collec-
tively, the drivers urged the
government to intervene
urgently and revise the reg-
istration policy to reduce
the financial burden and
protect their livelihoods.

Dead voters row: EC probe in fatal turns tense

MI News Service, Kolkata: The sit-
uation in Falta has sharply esca-
lated after Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari issued a serious
allegation that a planned attack
may be underway targeting the
Election Commission’s special in-
spection team. His claim comes at
a time when allegations of dead
voters’ names being inserted into
the rolls have triggered intense
scrutiny in the region.

A 13-member special team of
the Election Commission, led by
senior observer Subrata Gupta, ar-
rived in Falta on Sunday to exam-
ine the voter-list revision process in
Abhishek Banerjee’s Diamond Har-
bour parliamentary constituency.
The team held its first round of
meetings at the BDO office when
Suvendu Adhikari’s allegations sur-
faced online, adding a new layer of
tension to the already sensitive in-
quiry. In his social media post, Ad-

hikari

alleged that Trinamool
leader Jahangir Khan—already
under the scanner for exerting
pressure on BLOs—has mobilised
nearly 300 women, paying each
500, with the intention of ob-
structing or attacking the Commis-
sion’s team. According to Suvendu

Adhikari, the group has been as-
sembled in a banquet hall located
above the GP office, where they
were allegedly “trained” to attack
the inspection team using sticks
and shoes if required. Jahangir
Khan has been repeatedly accused
by BJP leaders, including Abhijit

Das (Bobby), of orchestrating pres-
sure tactics to include the names of
deceased individuals in the voter
rolls. His alleged involvement has
made him a central figure in the
ongoing dispute surrounding the
SIR process in Falta. Suvendu Ad-
hikari’s allegations have triggered
immediate political confrontation.
Trinamool
Jayprakash Majumdar dismissed
the charges outright, accusing the
Opposition of manufacturing panic.
According to him, “They want to
divide people and create unrest.
BLOs are being intimidated, com-
mon people are being intimidated,
and now they are claiming the
Election Commission will be at-
tacked. SIR has been going on for a
month—where has any such inci-
dent happened?” Despite the de-
nial, the claims have added a
volatile dimension to the Commis-
sion’s visit.

state vice-president

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee paid trib-
ute to the legendary scien-
tist Acharya Jagadish
Chandra Bose on his birth
anniversary, highlighting
his enduring contributions
to science and his signifi-
cance as a source of re-
gional pride. In a post on
her official X (formerly
Twitter) handle, the Chief
Minister stated, “I pay my
respects to the great scien-
tist and pride of Bengal,
Acharya Jagadish Chandra
Bose, on his birth anniver-
sary.” Acharya Jagadish
Chandra Bose, widely re-
garded as a pioneer in plant
physiology and wireless
communication, remains
an iconic figure in India’s

CM Mamata Banerjee pays tribute
to Scientist Jagadish Chandra Bose

scientific history. By ac-
knowledging Acharya Ja-
gadish Chandra Bose’s
legacy, the Chief Minister
underscored the state’s con-
tinued recognition of contri-
butions in science and
education, reinforcing his
stature as a source of inspi-
ration for current and fu-
ture generations in Bengal
and across the country.

A hot air baloons can be seen at the grand ' Hot Air
Baloon Festival' ( Fanush Utsav) in Kolkata on Sunday.

Fresh wolf attacks ravage UP village

From PG 1

medical college in Lucknow but died on the way, officials said.
Confirming the incident, Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Ram
Singh Yadav told PT1 that the attack took place between 5 PM
and 6PM near the sugarcane fields of Mallahan Purwa village,
close to the Ghaghara river. “The child succumbed to his in-
juries while being taken to Lucknow for treatment. Post-
mortem formalities are being completed, after which the
financial assistance sanctioned by the government will be
provided to the family,” the DFO said, adding that the pug
marks of a wolf were found at the spot where the child was
found. A search operation has been launched in the area
using specialised teams and drones, and three cage traps
have been installed near the village, Yadav said. He said that
nine people, including seven children, have been killed and
32 injured in wolf attacks in Kaisarganj and Mahsi tehsils
since September 9. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visited the
area on September 27 and ordered that wolves attacking hu-
mans must be safely rescued, and if capture was not possible,
they should be shot. Since September 28, the forest depart-
ment shooters have shot four wolves.

HONG KONG INFERNO:
Casualties climb to 128

From PG 1

Court, Tai Po, exposed seri-
ous deficiencies of PC&E in
site safety management, in-
cluding the extensive use of
foam boards to block up win-
dows during building re-
pairs,” it added. The Prestige
Construction & Engineering
Company did not answer
calls Sunday for comment.
Three men — the directors
and an engineering consult-
ant of a construction com-
pany — were arrested the
day after the fire broke out
on suspicion of manslaugh-
ter, and police said company
leaders were suspected of
gross negligence but they did
not identify the firm by
name. Those three were re-
leased on bail but then re-ar-
rested by Hong Kong's
anti-corruption authorities,
who have also arrested a
further eight suspects includ-

ing scaffolding subcontrac-
tors, directors of an engi-
neering consulting company
and the renovation project
managers. The apartment
complex of eight, 31-story
buildings in Tai Po, a suburb
near Hong Kong's border
with mainland China, was
built in the 1980s. It had al-
most 2,000 apartments and
more than 4,600 residents.
Many are now housed in
short-term emergency shel-
ters or city hotels, and au-
thorities are working on
longer-term solutions. Pre-
liminary investigations
showed the fire started
Wednesday afternoon on a
lower-level scaffolding net of
one of the buildings, and
then spread rapidly inside as
the foam panels caught fire
and blew out windows, ac-
cording to Chris Tang, Hong
Kong's secretary for security.

NATIONAL HERALD: Delhi police files
fresh FIR against Sonia, Rahul Gandhi

From PG 1

political figures, including the first family of the Congress
party led by Sonia Gandhi, her MP son Rahul Gandhi apart
from late Congress leaders Motilal Vora and Oscar Fernan-
des and also Dubey, Pitroda and a private company Young
Indian for alleged involvement in a money laundering
scheme related to the fraudulent takeover of properties val-
ued over Rs 2,000 crore belonging to the AJL. AJL is the
publisher of the National Herald news platform (newspaper
and web portal) and it is owned by Young Indian Private
Limited. Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
are majority shareholders of Young Indian with 38 per cent
shares held by each one of them. They were questioned for
hours by the ED in this case few years back. The ED claimed
its investigation has "conclusively" found that Young Indian,
a private company "beneficially owned" by Sonia Gandhi

and Rahul Gandhi

"acquired" AJL properties worth Rs

2,000 crore for a mere Rs 50 lakh, significantly undervalu-
ing its worth. It is understood to have alleged in the
chargesheet that Sonia Gandhi "abused" her position as the
former AICC president for personal gains to herself and her
son Rahul Gandhi by converting public money for self use
through the Young Indian (YI) company.
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Football development initiative in Kolkata

MI News Service, Kolkata:
United Kolkata Sports
Club (UKSC) Academy re-
cently launched its grass-
roots football program for
children aged 4-18 years
at Salt Lake GD Ground,
Kolkata.

The academy was
launched in the momen-
tous presence of Satyam
Roy Choudhury, Managing
Director, Techno India
Group, Debdut Roy Choud-
hury, Director, Techno
India  Group, Krishna
Chakraborty, Mayor, Bid-
hannagar Municipal Corpo-
ration, Babul Supriyo,
Cabinet Minister, Govt. of
West Bengal holding the
portfolios for the depart-

.
UNITED KOLKATA
SPORTS CLUB

ment of Information, Tech-
nology and Electronics and
the Dept. of Public Enter-

prises and Industrial Re-
construction, Sabyasachi
Dutta, Chairperson, Bid-

hannagar Corporation,
Ranjan Poddar, Former
Borough Chairperson of
Borough V, Bidhannagar
Municipal Corporation and
Andrew Fleming, British
Deputy High Commissioner
to East and Northeast
India. At the launch, 3 tro-
phies were also handed
over by the dignitaries on
stage to the coaches, which
included Kanyashree Cup
Premier B Champions Tro-
phy, The Indian Football
Association West Bengal
(ILFA), IFA Club Futsal
Championship 2025 Run-
ners Up.

UKSC Academy has al-
ready operationalised its
first centre in Siliguri, with

expansion underway in
Malda, Durgapur, Falakata,
Coochbehar, Jalpaiguri and
other districts. With 300+
students across 6 locations,
the academy is on a rapid
growth trajectory. A pio-
neering girls’ residential
football program is also
being prepared in Siliguri,
reinforcing the academy’s
commitment to gender-in-
clusive sports development.

United Kolkata Sports
Club (UKSC), founded by
Techno India Group in
2024, emerged from TIG’s
commitment to nurturing
well-rounded youth. UKSC
has rapidly grown into a
dynamic force in Bengal
football.

BENGAL: Liquor prices to
rise after hike in excise duty

MI News Service, Kolkata: Liquor prices
in Bengal could increase by 10 to 40
from next month following a notification
from the state excise department. This re-
vision mandates higher rates of additional
excise duty on both Indian Made Foreign
Liquor (IMFL) and country liquor.

Industry sources said that distributors
and wholesalers across the state have
been told to clear existing stock at old
prices by November 30, and any unsold
inventory post-deadline must be sold
under the new pricing structure, with the
compulsory application of a new Maxi-
mum Retail Price (MRP) sticker.

While the new labels are yet to be reg-
istered, sources said that prices of stan-
dard 180 ml bottles could increase by 10
to 20 and 750 ml bottles could increase
by as much as 40 per bottle. “There will

be more clarlty when the new prices come
in by this month-end,” a distributor said.

The increase in excise duty comes
ahead of the peak sales period in Decem-
ber and January. Moreover, with the GST
rate reforms, the tax on most goods and
services has been brought under the 5
and 18 per cent tax brackets, leading to a
loss in revenue for the state.

Corrosion prevention tech
gaining grounds in India

MI News Service, Kolkata:
India is actively develop-
ing and deploying various
corrosion prevention tech-
nologies, driven by signifi-
cant economic losses
caused by material degra-
dation. The technologies
used range from advanced
coatings and material sci-
ence innovations by re-
search institutes to
commercial products for
everyday industrial and
consumer use.

Kolkata based ARC In-
sulations leads India’s
shift towards corrosion-
Free, Sustainable Infra-
structure with Advanced
GFRP Rebar. ARC Insula-
tions, a pioneer in Glass
Fibre Reinforced Polymer

(GFRP) technology, an-
nounced significant
progress in advancing

India’s transition toward
rust-free and sustainable

infrastructure.
GFRP rebar offers a
breakthrough solution

with 2-3 times higher ten-
sile strength than steel,
while being completely
non-corrosive and non-
conductive.

This ensures struc-
tural longevity, eliminates
rust-related deterioration,
and significantly extends
service life—especially in
aggressive environments
such as coastal regions
and chemically exposed
sites. GFRP rebar also
aligns strongly with India’s
Go Green vision, con-
tributing to a lower lifecy-
cle carbon footprint due to
fewer repairs, reduced
material usage, and mini-
mal maintenance require-
ments.

Other technological in-
novations regarding this
also include highly corro-
sion-resistant coatings like
NRCM-204 developed by
ISRO and advanced epoxy
nano-composite coatings
(RGO-ZnO-PANID)prepared
by IIT Guwahati.

Centre gives nod to Adani’s Rs 136 Cr plan

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Union ministry of envi-
ronment, forest and climate
change has granted clear-
ance for Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd’s Rs 136 crore plan
to build a five star hotel in-
side the Thiruvananthapu-
ram International Airport, a
project spread across a little
over 8,000 sq m and de-
signed to house 240 rooms
with food and beverage fa-
cilities offering 660 seats.
Officials said the ap-
proval followed a detailed
examination by the Expert
Appraisal Committee Infra 2
during its August meeting.
The land was handed over
to the Adani Group’s airport
subsidiary under a long
term concession agreement
signed with the Airports Au-
thority of India in January
2021. The ministry recorded
that the proposed hotel will
be a five storey structure
with a height of 23 metres.
It will include two base-
ment levels for parking, a
ground floor and four upper
floors, with a total built up
area estimated at nearly

34,000 sq m. Authorities
have been informed that the
project intends to meet
about half of its daily water
requirement through recy-
cling, using treated water
generated by an on site
sewage treatment plant.
Solid waste is slated to
be managed through or-
ganic waste converters and
authorised recyclers.
Around 40 trees currently
standing at the project site
will be transplanted within
the airport premises. Space
has been earmarked for a
green belt and the developer
has committed to energy
saving measures expected
to reduce overall consump-
tion by up to 20 per cent.
The ministry noted
that the site does not fall
within any eco sensitive or
forest areas and that the
project faces no pending
court cases. It added that
the clearance was
processed at the central
level due to the temporary
absence of the State Envi-
ronment Impact Assess-
ment Authority in Kerala.

NAME CHANGE

|, Sariful Islam Sekh, S/o- Lt. Abdul Hai
Sekh, residing at Vil-Kankora, PO-
Palishgram, PS-Mongalkote, Dist- Purba
Bardhaman, West Bengal do hereby
declare that due to inadvertence my name
has been recorded as Sariful Islam, S/O
Abdul Hai in my passport (No. 3834611). On
25.11.2025 vide an Affidavit (no. 31180)
before Sub Divisional Executive Magistrate,
Katwa, Purba Bardhaman, | affirm that
Sariful Islam Sekh, S/o- Lt. Abdul Hai Sekh
and Sariful Islam, S/O Abdul Hai is the
same, single & identical person.

Name Change

1, Firoja Begam wife of Late Saidul
Ali Mondal, redsiding at Ranihati,
Panchla, P.O - Joynagar, Howrah -
711302, West Bengal, declare that
my husband’s correct and actual
name is Saidul Ali Mondal which is
mentioned in his Death Certificate
but in my voter card inadvertently
his name recorded as Saidul Mon-
dal. Saidul Mondal and Saidul Ali
Mondal both are same and one
identical person as sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata vide affi-
davit No.46/2025 dated 29/11/2025.

Name Change

I, Mani Mahan Bagchi (Old Name)
S/o Girish Bagchi Residing at Ten-
tulia, P.o - Tentulia, P.s - Swarupna-
gar, District - North 24 Parganas,
Pin - 743286, West Bengal, India,
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Monimo-
han Bagchi (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 28-11-
2025. Mani Mahan Bagchi (0Old
Name) and Monimohan Bagchi
(New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Kartick Das (Old Name) S/o Ku-
marjit Das Residing at 38, Ka-
shipur Road, Dasnagar, P.o+P.s -
Dasnagar, District - Howrah, Pin -
711105, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Kartick Chandra
Das (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 28-11-2025. Kartick
Das (Old Name) and Kartick Chan-
dra Das (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Dipanwita Mazumdar, Wife of
Samit Mazumdar, Resident of B-
1/336, Kalyani, P.0. & P.S.: Kalyani,
Dist. : Nadia, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that my name has
been recorded as Dipanwita
Mazumdar in my Aadhaar Card
No. 836460965980, and in some
documents my name is also
recorded as Dipannita Mazumdar.
Both names Dipanwita Mazumdar
and Dipannita Mazumdar refer to
one and the same person, i.e., my-
self.This declaration is made as per
affidavit sworn before Notary Pub-
lic, Kalyani Court, Nadia, West Ben-
gal, dated 20/09/2025, to confirm
and regularize my correct name for
all legal and official purposes.

CORRECTION OF SURNAME

|, BHABANI SHET W/o Lt. Panchanan
Shet, R/o 44/4, Brindaban Mallick Lane,
Howrah-711101, do hereby solemnly
declare that inadvertance, my name has
been wrongly recorded as BHABANI
SETT instead of BHABANI SHET in
share certificates and other documents. |
further declare that BHABANI SETT and
BHABANI SHET are the same and one
identical person, vide affidavit no. 1712
sworn before the Judicial Magistrate,
Calcutta, incharge of affidavit section.

Name Change

I, Abdus Samad Jamadar (Old Name),
Son Of Late Jabbar Jamadar, Resid-
ing At Chak Kashipur,Chak Kashipur,
South24parganas - 743318, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Abdul
Samad Jamadar (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 28/11/2025.
Abdus Samad Jamadar And Abdul
Samad Jamadar Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Monoj Kanti Saha (Old name) Son of]
Late Dwijendra Kumar Saha , residing
at AG-215/205,Rupkatha Apartment,
Talbagan Cheap Bazar, Rabindrapally
Kestopur, Prafulla Kanan, Dist -North
24 Parganas, Pin- 700101, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Manoj Kanti Saha (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at Ali-
pore dated 28/11/2025.Monoj Kanti
Saha (0ld name) and Manoj Kanti
Saha (New name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

1, Yasmin Ara (old name) W/o Aabid
Ali Gazi, residing at Vill- Trimohini
Paschim Para, P.O.- Basirhat College,
P.S.- Basirhat, Dist.- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743412, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Yasmin
Ara Bibi (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 28/11/2025.
Yasmin Ara Bibi (new name) and
Yasmin Ara (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Nirmal Das (old name) S/o Haren-
dra Das, residing at NO124, NATUN
PUKUR ROAD, PO + PS - BARASAT,
NORTH 24 PARGANAS, WEST BEN-
GAL - 700124, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Nirmal Kumar Das (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 28/11/2025. Nirmal
Kumar Das (new name) and Nirmal
Das (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Rehena Sultana (Old Name) Wife
of Ismail Molla, Residing at Srifal-
tala, Musalman Para Raidighi
Abad,P.0. & P.S.-Raidighi, Dist-South
24 Parganas, Pin-743383,West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Rehena Sultana Molla (New Name)
as Declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata on 28/11/2025. Rehena
Sultana (Old Name) and Rehena Sul-
tana Molla (New Name).Both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Asmuda Bibi (Old Name), Wife of]
Mosihur Rahman Purkait, Residing
at Raidighi, P.O. & P.S.-Raidighi, Dist-
South 24 Parganas, Pin-743383,West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Asmuda Purkait (New Name) as
Declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata on 25/11/2025. Asmuda Bibi
(Old Name) and Asmuda Purkait
(New Name).Both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Hasina Bibi (Old Name), Wife of Arjed
Purkait, Residing at Raidighi, P.O. &
P.S.-Raidighi, Dist-South 24 Parganas,
Pin-743383,West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Hachhina Purkait (New
Name) as Declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata on 25/11/2025. Hasina
Bibi (Old Name) and Hachhina Purkait
(New Name).Both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

ILRina Biswas(Old Name),Wife Of]
Late Jatin Biswas, Residing At Rail-
para Bahirgachi,Ranaghat,Nadia -
741501,West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Lilarani Biswas(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 28/11/2025.Rina Biswas And
Lilarani Biswas Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Shanaz Banu (Old Name), Wife Of Md
Shahabuddin, Residing At Noor Tower
1, Bankra, Kakitala, 9 Kmra, Po -
Bankra, Ps - Domjur, Howrah - 711403,
West Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Sahnaz Bano (New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 28/11/2025. Shanaz
Banu And Sahnaz Bano Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

1, Jaiprakash Dalmia (old name) S/o
Late Om Prakash Dalmia, residing at
16/2/1, KSHETRA MITRA LANE,
HOWRAH-711106, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Jay Prakash
Dalmia (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 28/11/2025. Jay
Prakash Dalmia (new name) and
Jaiprakash Dalmia (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Shukrana Begum (old name),
daughter of Nasim Haider & wife
of Naushad Ahmed, residing at 7,
Nawab Serajul Islam Lane, Park
Street, Kolkata- 700016, West
Bengal, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known
as Shukrana Bano (New Name)
vide an affidavit sworn Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata vide
an affidavit dated 28/11/2025.
Shukrana Bano and Shukrana
Begum both are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Naimullah Ansari (Old Name),
S/o0 Md Kalimullah, residing at
2nd floor, flat no-52,67, Surya Sen
road, baranagar, po-alam bazar,
north 24 pgs, 700035, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, 1 have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Naimullah Ansari
(new name) as declared before
the Notary public at Kolkata
dated 28/11/2025. Md Naimullah
Ansari (new name) and Naimul-
lah Ansari (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Saffi (old name) S/o Md
Rafique, residing at 11/1/H/8, Harsi
Street, Raja Ram Mohan Sarani,
Ambherst Street, Kolkata- 700009,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Shafi (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
28/11/2025. Md Shafi (new name)
and Md Saffi (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md. Reyazuddin Khan S/0 Md
Quamruddin Khan, on behalf my
minor son Md. Ziyad Khan (old
name) residing at Ismail Azad
Nagar, Near Lal Kothi, Asansol (M
Corp.), P.O.- , West Bengal, India, I
have changed his name and he
shall henceforth be known as Ziyad
Reyaz (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 28/11/2025.
Ziyad Reyaz (new name) and Md.
Ziyad Khan both are same and one
identical person (my son).

Name Change

I, Ensan Molla (Old Name) Son of]
Late chhamed Molla, Residing at Sri-
faltala, Raidighi Abad,P.0. & P.S.-
Raidighi, Dist-South 24 Parganas,
Pin-743383,West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Enchan
Molla (New Name) as Declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata on
25/11/2025.Ensan Molla (Old Name)
and Enchan Molla (New Name).Both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Akhtar (Old Name), son of
Nizam Ansari, residing at Hussian
Nagar, Asansol (M corp.), Raniganj,
Paschim Bardhaman - 713347, West
Bengal, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Safi
Akhtar Ansari (New Name) vide an af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata on 26/11/2025. Md Akhtar
and Safi Akhtar Ansari both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Shamim Ali Gazi (old
name) S/0 Aabid Ali Gazi, residing
at Vill- Trimohini Paschim Para,
P.0.- Basirhat College, P.S.-
Basirhat, Dist.- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743412, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Md
Shamim Ali Gazi (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
28/11/2025. Md Shamim Ali Gazi
(mew name) and Mohammed
Shamim Ali Gazi (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Kolkata hosts 50th
Regional Conf of ICAI

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Eastern India Regional
Council (EIRC) of The Insti-
tute of Chartered Account-
ants of India celebrated its
landmark iconic  50th
(Golden Jubilee) Regional
Conference in Kolkata re-
cently. The Conference was
inaugurated by Snehasis
Chakraborty, Minister-in-
Charge, Transport Dept.
West Bengal as Chief Guest
and Hari Mohan Bangur,
Chairman, Shree Cement
Limited as Guest of Honour
in the august presence of
CA. Charanjot Singh Nanda,
President, ICALI, CA.
Prasanna Kumar D, Vice-
President, ICAI, Past Presi-
dents, Past Chairpersons of
Eastern region and Central
and Regional Council Mem-
bers of ICAI. President
Nanda briefed the media
about the recent landmark
Supreme Court judgment,
which affirmed that Char-
tered Accountants with 10
years of experience are fully
eligible for appointment as
Members (Accountant) of
the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT), placing
them at par with Advocates
for such positions. The Re-
gional Conference (Golden
Jubilee) of EIRC was a car-
bon neutral event certified
by United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change ( UNFCCQ).

Name Change

I, Meher Mandal (old name), son of]
Abdul Gafur Mondal, residing at
109 Manshati, Duttapulia, Dhan-
tala, Nadia- 741504, West Bengal,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Meher
Mondal (New Name) as declared
Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
28/11/2025. Meher Mandal (old
name) and Meher Mondal (new
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, MOHAMMED BAREK ALI MALLIK
(old names) s’'o MOHAMMED YEAR
ALI MALLIK, residing at
DURBABERIA, TAJNAGAR, EAST
MEDINIPUR- 721635 West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as MD
BAREK ALI MALLIK (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
28/11/2025. MD BAREK ALI MALLIK
(mew name) and MOHAMMED
BAREK ALI MALLIK (old names) all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Siraj Ali (Old Name), S/o Sk
Naisad Ali, residing at Vill- Kumar-
chak, P.O- Khanjanchak, P.S.- Dur-
gachak, Dist- Purba Medinipur, Pin
- 721602, West Bengal, INDIA, I
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sk Siraj Ali
(new name) as declared before the
Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st class) at
Haldia, vide an affidavit No. 10824,
dated 26/09/2025. Sk Siraj Ali (new
name) and Siraj Ali (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, ROHIT YADAB S/O0 ARJUN
YADAB (my & my father old name
), residing at 9 BHUKAILASH ROAD
NEAR MANDIR MASJID KHIDDIR-
PORE KOLKATA-700023, West
Bengal, India, (my DL NO OD14
20230008752) T have changed my
& my father name and we shall
henceforth be known as ROHIT
KUMAR S/0 ARJUN YADAV (my &
my father new name), as declared
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore, vide an affi-
davit dated 28/11/2025. ROHIT
KUMAR and ROHIT YADAB both
are same and one identical person
(myself). ARJUN YADAV and
ARJUN YADAB both are same and
one identical person (my father)

Name Change

I, Sk Rofikul Ali (Old Name), Son Of
Sekh Ajijul Ali, Residing At Amal-
handa, Ps - Kolaghat, Purba Me-
dinipur - 721134, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Sekh Raphikul Ali
(New Name) An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
28/11/2025. Sk Rofikul Ali And Sekh
Raphikul Ali Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
1, Binay Choraria (Old Name), Son Of]
Bhawari Lal Choraria, Residing At
Tower-6, 28 Floor, Flat- 2804, Ur-
bana Nre Complex, Near Ruby Hos-
pital 783, Anandapur, Madurdaha
E.K.T, Kolkata- 700107, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Binay Kumar Choraria (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
28/11/2025. Binay Choraria And
Binay Kumar Choraria Both Are

The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Aabid Ali Gazi (old name) S/o
Abdur Rouf Gazi, residing at Vill-
Trimohini Paschim Para, P.O.-
Basirhat College, P.S.- Basirhat,
Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743412, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Aabid Ali Gazi
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 28/11/2025. Aabid Ali
Gazi (new name) and Md Aabid Ali
Gazi (old name) both are same and

one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ponam Sharma ( old name ),wife
of Lajpat Rai Malhotra,residing at
226/2 AJ C BOSE ROAD L R SARANI
KOLKATA 700020, West Bengal,
India, (my DL NO WBO01
19960538519) I have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Punam Sharma( new
name), as declared Before The Ld
1st Class Judicial Magistrate at Ali-
pore, vide an affidavit dated
28/11/2025. Punam Sharma and
Ponam Sharma both are same and

one identical person.

BBC announces 4th edltmn of NABAJAGORON

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Bengal Business Coun-
cil (BBC) set the stage for
its annual flagship fair,
Nabajagoron 4.0, at a press
meet recently held in
Kolkata. The gathering
brought together Council
leaders, media representa-
tives and member organi-
sations ahead of the
December 19-21 event at
Corporation Ground,
Gandhi More, Durgapur.

After three editions in
Kolkata, the Council is
shifting the fair to the Dur-
gapur—-Asansol industrial
belt. The move, the council
said, reflects its intent to
widen opportunities for re-
gional entrepreneurs and
strengthen its engagement
with business bodies in the
belt.

A key announcement
came with Uzbekistan
being named the Theme
Country. Its cultural and
commercial identity will
feature through special
pavilions and curated pro-
grammes during the three-
day fair. The launch was
inaugurated by Subrata
Dutta, managing director of
The George Telegraph
Group and Senior Vice
President of BBC.

In his keynote address,
Dutta outlined the schedule
for Nabajagoron 4.0, which
includes a three-day indus-
trial conference, an auto-
mobile exhibition, a food
fair, and a technological
showcase by the National
Institute of Technology. He
added that this year’s fair
will host performances by
both  established and
emerging artists, including
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the Nandy Sisters, continu-
ing the fair’s blend of busi-
ness and culture.

BBC chairman Avishek
Auddy, managing director
of P.C. Chandra Group, pre-
sented the Council’s six-
point agenda and its impact
on internal  business
growth. He highlighted that
the member network had
generated about Rs 1500
crores in internal business
exchange, calling it a
strong indicator of the
Council’s expanding influ-
ence across sectors.

Governing body mem-
bers present included De-

barshi Dattagupta,
managing director, East
India Pharmaceutical

Works Ltd and vice presi-
dent of the Council; and
Dola  Nundy, director,
Nundy’s, and deputy gen-
eral secretary.

The speakers reiterated
the Council’s long-term vi-
sion and the role of Bengali
entrepreneurs in shaping
economic progress in the
region. The council also
launched BBC Exclusive, a
premium merchandising
initiative featuring selected
products that will be avail-
able at member outlets
across West Bengal.
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BENGAL RISING 4.0

Another addition was
“Talent Search by Talent-
wala”, an open-mic compe-
tition aimed at highlighting
Bengal’s musical bands, or-
ganised in association with
member firm Talentwala.
Nabajagoron 4.0 will fea-
ture international pavil-
ions, cultural
performances,  debates,
BBC Open Mic sessions, a
job fair, entrepreneurship
pitch events, “The Business
of Gastronomy,” and activi-
ties for young participants.

The final day includes
an award ceremony, felici-
tation, and a cultural finale.
The fair aims to bring busi-
nesses, consumers and in-
vestors to a single platform
for B2B and B2C interac-
tions.

Formed in 2021 with
the motto “Voice of Bengali
Businesses Worldwide,” the
Bengal Business Council
positions itself as a forum
rooted in trust, collabora-
tion and entrepreneurship.
Dutta said, their aim is to
create a platform whereby
small businesses will be-
come medium, medium en-
terprises become large
organisations, and the
largest ones move into
trailblazing innovation.

Tata transforming Odisha into major industrial powerhouse

MI News Service, Cuttack: Once a barren
stretch of land, Kalinganagar has, over the
past decade, grown into a thriving indus-
trial hub with seven steel units, including
Tata Steel’s eight-million-tonne plant.

About 25km from the

cutta national highway, the township now
hums with activity round the clock as blast
furnaces, coal-handling units and trans-
port links feed and support steel produc-
tion. Tata Steel’s Kalinganagar plant in
Jajpur district is driving much of this

transformation.
Major steel units have

growth of ancillary industries, employing
young men — mostly tribals — from
nearby villages. Small businesses such as
hotels and pan shops have
emerged as a parallel economy supporting
scores of families. Transport, too, is now a
thriving sector, with hundreds of trucks
moving in and out of the town carrying raw
materials and finished goods.

The transformation of Kalinganagar,
once a tribal-dominated hinterland, is now
nearly complete. A media trip to Kalin-
ganagar was organised by Tata Steel. “The
face of the area has changed in the last
two decades. Industrialisation has trans-

tea stalls,

Chennai-Cal-

formed lives. There has been a definite
shift from agriculture to industries. This
change has been for the better. Even I
have now cement, hardware and hotel
businesses,” said Biswanth Sahu, 55, a
local businessman.

Industrialisation began taking shape in
the early 1990s when former chief minis-
ter Biju Patnaik pushed the idea of a steel
hub. He invited British-Indian industrialist
Swaraj Paul to set up a plant, though it did
not materialise. Momentum picked up

after Naveen Patnaik became chief minis-

triggered the

capacity.

ter, with the state signing MoUs with vari-
ous companies, including Tata Steel.

The land acquisition process for Tata
Steel’s plant began in 2005 but was
marred by resistance and delays. It even-
tually took nearly a decade to commission
the first phase with a three-million-tonne

CEO and managing director of Tata
Steel, T.V. Narendran, said: “The establish-
ment of Tata Steel Kalinganagar (TSK)
holds a unique place in the history of Tata
Steel. It represents a new era — one where
we combined a century of experience with
a vision for the future, creating a living
blueprint for Indian manufacturing.”

Apple India profit rises 16%

MI News Service, Mumbai:
Apple India, the local arm
of the iPhone maker,
recorded a 16 per cent
rise in profit to Rs 3,196
crore for the financial
year ending March 2025,
according to the com-
pany’s regulatory filing
accessed by market intel-
ligence firm Tofler. In the
previous financial year,
the company had reported
a profit of Rs 2,745.71
crore. Apple India’s total
revenue grew 18 per cent
to Rs 79,378 crore in
FY25, wup from Rs
67,121.61 crore in FY24.
"Apple India Private Lim-
ited... reported its rev-
enues for the financial
year 2024-25 as Rs 79,378
crore, a 18 per cent jump
since the last financial
year.The company's total
expenses for the fiscal
were reported as Rs
75,191 crore," Tofler said.
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Court extends
Anmol Bishnoi's
custody till Dec 5

MI News Service, New
Delhi: New Delhi: A Delhi
court extended the NIA cus-
tody of deported gangster
Anmol Bishnoi for seven
more days. Special Judge
Prashant Sharma ordered
the extension till December
5 in the hearing conducted
at the NIA headquarters
amid high security. Wanted
in connection with the
killing of NCP leader Sid-
dique, firing at actor
Salman Khan's residence in
April 2024, the killing of
Punjahi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, among other
crimes, Anmol was "re-
moved" from the US on No-
vember 18, He was
detained in the US in No-
vember last year.

Earlier on November
19, Anmol, the brother and
close aide of gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, was sent
to 11 days of NIA custody.
Absconding since 2022, US-
based Anmol is the 19th ac-
cused to be arrested for his
involvement in the terror-
gangster syndicate led hy
his jailed brother Lawrence.

Humanitarian assistance being loaded as part of the Operation Sagar Bandhu for Sri Lanka.

INDIA & INDONESIA
to hoost defence
cooperation

MI News Service, New Delhi:
India and Indonesia reiterated
the importance of maintaining
a free, open and peaceful Indo-
Pacific, guided by international
law and respect for sover-
eignty, against the backdrop of
China's growing assertiveness
in the region. In their wide-
ranging talks, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh and his
visiting Indonesian counter-
part Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin also
broadly agreed to set up a joint
defence industry cooperation
committee to ensure hilateral
collaboration in areas of trans-
fer of military technologies and
for supply-chain linkages.
India's experience in sub-
marine development and sup-
ply-chain management,
including Scorpene-class sub-
marine programme, was ac-
knowledged as highly valuable
for Indonesia's future plans,
the defence ministry said. Not-
ingthat the ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific and India's
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
share relevant fundamental
principles, Indonesia reiter-

MI News Service, New Delhi’/Moscow:
The Russian lower house of Parliament
is set to ratify a crucial military pact
with India ahead of President Vladimir
Putin’s state visit on December 4-5 for
the 23rd bilateral summit, according to
reports. Signed on February 18, 2025 in
Moscow by the Indian Ambassador
Vinay Kumar and erstwhile Deputy De-

partners.

.a/_u |

fence Minister Alexander Fomin the Re-
ciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agree-
ment (RELOS) is to enhance military
cooperation between the two strategic
The State Duma has up-
loaded the RELOS in its ratification
database along with the Russian gov-
ernment’s note and said that “the Russ-
ian government believes that the

Russia set to ratify key
mlhta,ry pact with India

ratification of the

news agency TASS reported.

document will
strengthen cooperation between Russia
and India in the military sphere”, official
The
RELOS agreement aims to streamline
coordination for joint military exercises,
disaster relief and other operations. Ac-
cording to local defence sources, RELOS
will enhance military cooperation by
simplifying procedures for joint activi-
ties, including exercises and disaster re-
lief. Agreements of this kind expand the
geographic opportunities for peacetime
operations for both participating par-
ties. It is possible that the provisions of
this agreement will apply to joint exer-
cises in the Arctic, as India ships LNG
from the Yamal Peninsula, Izvestia daily
noted at the time of its signing. The In-
dian Navy’s Talwar class frigates as well
as INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier are
equipped to sail in freezing climate of
Arctic can use the Russian naval bases
for logistic support while Russian Navy
can use Indian facilities to boost its
presence to offset Chinese and other
outside countries presence in the Indian
Ocean Region, experts here believe.

HELICOPTER: Defence
Min inks Rs 7995 Cr
leal with USA

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India’s defence min-
istry is preparing for a sig-
nificant financial push in
the upcoming budget, with
the ministry set to seek a
hike of up to 20 per cent,
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh said.

The ministry also an-
nounced that India has
signed Letters of Offer and
Acceptance with the United
States for sustainment sup-
port of the Indian Navy’s
MH60R helicopter fleet.
The agreements, inked
under Washingtons For-
eign Military Sales pro-
gramme, cover Follow on
Support and Follow on
Supply Support for five

ated that India remains a key
partner in promoting peace
and cooperation in the region.
"Both countries committed to
enhancing practical coopera-
tion in maritime domain
awareness, cyber resilience,
and joint operational readi-
ness," the ministry said. Inthe
talks held in New Delhi, the
two sides also reaffirmed the
"strong foundation of bilat-
eral defence cooperation, in-
cluding the defence
cooperation agreement and
the work of the joint defence
cooperation committee", the
ministry said. "Indonesia ap-
preciated India's proposal to
establish a joint defence in-
dustry cooperation commit-
tee to further strengthen
collaboration in areas such
as technology transfer, joint
R&D, certification harmoni-
sation, and supply-chain
linkages," it said.
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A spemal team of the Sthla dlstnct ademsiratmn visits Bhattakufer area after residents alleged that ongoing National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) construction work near the twin tunnel project was causing land subsidence, cracks
in houses, and damage to existing road structures, in Shimla.

years at an approximate
value of Rs 7,995 crore.
“Ministry of Defence
has signed Letters of Offer
and Acceptance with the
Government of the United
States for sustainment sup-
port of Indian Navy’s fleet
of MH60R helicopters
through Follow on Support
and Follow on Supply Sup-
port for a period of five
years at an approximate
value of Rs 7,995 crore,”
the statement said. The
signing took place in New
Delhi in the presence of
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh. Singh also
indicated momentum on
India’s defence export
front. He said the govern-
ment expects to conclude
% | goreements soon with Viet-
nam and Indonesia for the
sale of the BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile system.

Al Crash: Indian, American investigators tussle over probe

MI News Service, Ahmedhabad:
The investigation into the Ahmed-
ahad-London Air India erash has
been “marked by points of ten-
sion, suspicion and poor commu-
nication” between senior Indian
officials leading the probe and the
US experts assisting them, ac-
cording to a report in The Wall
Street Journal.

The flashpoint came when
two US National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) specialists
landed in New Delhi in late June.
Indian authorities had arranged
for them to take a late-night mil-
itary flight to a “remote” facility
to analyse the jet’s flight-data and
cockpit-voice recorders, accord-
ing to the WSJ. Jennifer Home-
ndy, chair of the NTSB,
intervened urgently, citing secu-
rity concerns flagged by the US
State Department. Emhassy offi-
cials were dispatched to stop the
specialists at the airport, and the
team remained in Delhi, per the
WSJ. The US side repeatedly
pushed for immediate extraction
of black-hox data in either Delhi
or Washington. Homendy warned

she could pull American support
if delays continued.

Indian officials eventually re-
lented and agreed to download
the hlack-box data in Delhi using
specialised equipment supplied
by the NTSB instead of the re-
mote lab, it said, calling it “a high
point of tension”. The newspaper
doubled down on its previous in-
vestigative report naming the
pilot.

“The private view among

many American government and
industry officials is that the evi-
dence so far points to” the pilot
“having deliberately crashed the
plane,” the newspaper claimed.
On 7 November, a Supreme Court
bench of Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi issued
notices to the government of
India and aviation regulator
DGCA on a plea from Pushkar Raj
Sabharwal, the 91-year-old fa-
ther of Air India pilot Capt.

Sumeet Sabharwal, for an inde-
pendent and court-monitored
probe into the Ahmedabad
tragedy that killed 260 people, in-
cluding 19 on the ground, and
leaving just one survivor in the
plane. “We know it is extremely
unfortunate that the crash oc-
curred, but you should not carry
the burden on yourself or the
blame on your son,” the bench
ohserved orally. “Nobody can he
blamed for the crash. The pilot is
not to be blamed... it was an ac-
cident.” The friction in the inves-
tigation “has been fed by each
country’s high stakes in the inves-
tigation,” according to the de-
tailed WSJ report. The data
analysed at the Delhi lab showed
that switches controlling fuel flow
to both engines had been moved
to cut-off shortly after takeoff, the
paper claimed.

According to US officials cited
in the WSJ report, the cockpit
recordings suggested the first of-
ficer attempted to recover the air-
craft while the captain remained
calm. These findings fed Ameri-
can concerns that the crash may

have been a deliberate act. Indian
officials remain wary of endors-
ing this interpretation . The Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau’s (AAIB’s) preliminary re-
port did not assign hlame or iden-
tify which pilot moved the
switches, fuelling criticism from
families and pilot hodies who said
conclusions were being drawn
prematurely. The petition in the
Supreme Court has sought inde-
pendent oversight, arguing that
probing only pilot behaviour risks
overlooking potential mechanical
issues. The stakes are enormous.
Boeing’s Dreamliner is one of the
world’s most widely used long-
haul jets, and any hint of a sys-
temic flaw would have global
implications. US regulators have
seen no evidence of technical fail-
ure and neither are Boeing or GE
Aerospace working on any re-
lated fixes, the WSJ reported. It
quoted Bryan Bedford, adminis-
trator of US aviation regulator
FAA, as saying in July: “We feel
very comfortable that this isn’t an
issue with inadvertent manipula-
tion of fuel control.”

WAQF: SC agrees to hear
pleas for extension of time

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Supreme Court
agreed to hear on Decem-
ber 1 various pleas, includ-
ing the one filed by All India
Muslim  Personal Law
Board, seeking extension of
time for the mandatory reg-
istration of all waqf proper-
ties, including ‘'waqgf by
user', under the UMEED
portal. A bench comprising
Justices Dipankar Datta and
Augustine George Masih
took note of the submissions
of lawyer Fuzail Ahmad
Ayyubi, appearing for one of
the petitioners, that the
pleas needed to be listed for
hearing urgently. “List these
applications along with TLA.
No...on December 01,
2025,” the bench said. Be-
sides All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB),
AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi and various others
have moved the top court,
seeking extension of time
for mandatory registration
of all waqf properties.
Earlier, a lawyer had
said the six-month period
for the mandatory registra-
tion of waqf was nearing its
end. In an interim order on
September 15, the top court
put on hold a few key provi-
sions of the waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025, including a
clause that only those prac-
tising Islam for the last five
years could create waqf, but
refused to stay the entire
law, outlining the presump-

tion of constltutlonahty inits
favour. Tt also held the Cen-
tre's order to delete the
‘waqf by user' provision in
the newly amended law was
prima facie not arbitrary
and the argument that waqf
lands would be grabhed by
governments held "no
water". 'Waqf by user’
refers to a practice where a
property is recognised as a
religious or charitable en-
dowment (waqf) based on
its uninterrupted long-term
use for such purposes, even
if there isn't a formal, writ-
ten declaration of Waqgf by
the owner.

The Centre launched
the Unified Waqgf Manage-
ment, Empowerment, Effi-
ciency and Development
(UMEED) Act central portal
on June 6 to create a digital
inventory after geo-tagging
all waqf properties. Accord-
ing to the mandate of the
UMEED portal, details of all
registered waqf properties
across India are to be
mandatorily uploaded
within six months.

Should shift to conser

vation-led water stra
tegy: JAL SHAKTI MIN

Minister C. R. Paatil

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Jal Shakti Minister C. R.
Paatil said building new
dams was no longer a feasi-
ble water management solu-
tion due to high costs, land

acquisition hurdles and
shrinking river flows. He
urged states to align with the
Centre’s conservation-driven
approach.

“We all know water gives
life, but it also gives destruc-
tion when we fail to manage
it,” Paatil said at the inaugu-
ration of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti’s two-day summit on
‘Vision for Sujalam Bharat’.
Noting India’s persistent
water imbalance, he said,
“We have 18 per cent of the
world's population and live-
stock, but only 4 per cent of
global freshwater resources.
We need water every mo-
ment, but we have not heen
able to organise it properly.”
Paatil argued that large
dams were becoming im-
practical. “We have more
than 6,500 dams, but we still
store only about 750 BCM of
water. It takes 25 years and
Rs 25,000 crore to build a
dam. Do we have that much
time? Do we have that much
money?” he said. He added
that high costs, acquisition
delays and declining river
flows were major ohstacles.
He said the government had
shifted focus to water conser-

“Government alone cannot
do this. Water is not just a
state subject, but it is the re-
sponsibility of all of us,” he
said. He urged officers to pri-
oritise work over positions.
“Put your talent to national
service,” he said. “If you put
your vision on the ground,
you can do great work.” Min-
ister of State for Jal Shakti
Raj Bhushan Choudhary said
India’s groundwater status
demanded urgent interven-
tion, with nearly 29 per cent
of assessed units falling into
‘over-exploited’ or ‘critical’
categories. He cited steep de-

clines in Punjab and
Haryana.
“These realities call for a

cohesive, science-driven, and
sustainable water manage-
ment strategy,” he said. He
added that conservation and
artificial recharge were cen-
tral to the government’s
water-security plan, with ini-
tiatives such as the Jal Shakti
Abhiyan and JSJB turning
water stewardship into “a
shared national responsibil-
ity”.
Choudhary said the
‘Catch the Rain’ campaign
had delivered “extraordinary
results”, reporting 1.94 crore
water-related works since
2019 and mobilising more
than four crore youth. He
also pointed to health im-
provements linked to Na-
mami Gange. Better water
quality in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, he said, had reduced
diarrhoea, dysentery and en-
teric fever cases. “Water se-
curity is not only an
environmental or economic
issue. Itis a matter of dignity,
health and social equity,” he
said. Minister of State V. So-
manna said India must com-
bine traditional knowledge
with modern tools to secure
long-term water availability.
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Researchers find how eye ultrasounds help Do you know intermittent fasting

detecting braln shunt failure in children
E

WASHINGTON : A recent study
suggests that using an ocular
ultrasound in the emergency
room could help detect children
with brain drainage tube failure

quickly and safely.
Research presented at the
Pediatric Academic Societies

(PAS) 2024 Meeting in Toronto.

A ventricular shunt is a small
plastic tube that is surgically
placed to drain excess fluid and
relieve pressure on the brain.
Ventricular shunts are used on
children to treat hydrocephalus, a
disorder caused by improper
brain fluid drainage or absorption
from tumors, brain bleeds, and
other sources. According to spe-
cialists, within two years following
implantation, about 30% of shunts
break, become misplaced, or
become clogged, and an addition-
al 5% fail annually after that.

When a patient visits the emer-
gency department for potential
shunt failure, their symptoms are
often  nonspecific, including
headache, vomiting, and fatigue,

according to researchers. Shunt
failure is life threatening, and
children with shunts typically
undergo multiple computed
tomography and magnetic reso-
nance imaging scans per year,
exposing them to excessive radia-
tion and sedation. A backup of
fluid causes the optic nerve sheath

to swell, which researchers can
measure with eye ultrasound.

The study found that compar-
ing the diameter of the optic nerve
when a patient is symptomatic to
the diameter when they are well
can help determine if a shunt is
blocked.

"The research team is interest-

ed in finding ways to lessen radia-
tion exposure and expedite diag-
nosing shunt failure in the emer-
gency department," said Adrienne
L. Davis, MD, MSc, FRCPC, pedi-
atric  emergency  medicine
research director at The Hospital
for Sick Children (SickKids) and
presenting author. "The study
uses patients as their own controls
by measuring the optic nerve
when well and sick--a strategy
that individualizes this test for
every patient and recognizes that
every patient with a shunt has a
unique degree of shunt depend-
ence and ability to tolerate high
brain pressures."

The researchers studied 76
pairs of eye ultrasounds of nearly
60 children presenting to the
Toronto hospital's emergency
department with potential shunt
failure. Researchers note that
while findings are promising,
results require further confirma-
tion in a larger population of chil-
dren with shunts across North
America.

protects against liver inflammation
liver cancer? Study finds

HEIDELBERG, GERMANY : Fatty
liver disease frequently causes
chronic liver inflammation and
can possibly result in liver cancer.
Scientists at the German Cancer
Research Centre (DKFZ) and the
University of Tubingen have
demonstrated in mice that inter-
mittent fasting on a 5:2 schedule
can block this progression.

Fasting lowers the develop-
ment of liver cancer in mice who
already have liver inflammation.
The researchers discovered two
proteins in liver cells that are
both responsible for the benefi-
cial effect of fasting. An approved
medication can partially replicate
this effect.

Nonalcoholic fatty liver dis-
ease is the most prevalent chron-
ic liver disorder. It can have cata-
strophic consequences:
unchecked, it can cause liver
inflammation (metabolic dysfunc-
tion-associated steatohepatitis,
MASH), cirrhosis, and even

malignancy. Fatty liver disease is
often thought to be a direct result
of obesity. Obesity has hecome
increasingly common in rising
countries such as India and
China, in addition to Europe and
the United States. As a result, the
number of cases of liver failure
and cancer is increasing rapidly
in the afflicted countries.

"The vicious circle of an
unhealthy diet, obesity, liver
inflammation and liver cancer is
associated with major restrictions
and suffering for those affected
and also represents a consider-
able burden on healthcare sys-
tems," says Mathias
Heikenwalder, ~ DKFZ  and
University of Tubingen. "We have
therefore investigated whether
simple dietary changes can
specifically interrupt this fatal
process."

Intermittent  fasting  has
already been shown in several
studies to be an effective means

of reducing weight and alleviat-
ing certain metabolic disorders.
Heikenwalder's team has now
tested in mice whether this
approach can also protect the
liver from fatty degeneration and
chronic inflammation.

The animals were fed with a
high-sugar and high-fat diet cor-
respondind to the typical Western
diet. One group of mice had con-
stant access to the food. As
expected, these animals gained
weight and body fat and devel-
oped chronic liver inflammation.

The mice in the other group
were given nothing to eat on two
days a week (5:2 intermittent
fasting, or 5:2 IF for short), but
were allowed to eat as much as
they wished on the other days.
Despite the high-calorie diet,
these animals did not put on
weight, showed fewer signs of
liver disease and had lower levels
of biomarkers that indicate liver
damage. In short.

Vitamin D medicine
not protect children from
bone fractures Study

do

large clinical research sponsored
Ahy Queen Mary University of
ondon and the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health discovered that
vitamin D supplementation do not
strengthen bone strength or prevent bone
fractures in vitamin D-deficient young-
sters. The findings call into question
widely held beliefs about vitamin D's ben-
efits on bone health.

Around one-third of children have at
least one fracture before the age of 18.
This is a major global health issue, as
childhood fractures can lead to life years
of disability and/or poor quality of life.
The potential for vitamin D supplements
to improve bone strength has attracted
growing interest in recent years, based
on vitamin D's role in promoting bone
mineralisation. However, clinical trials
designed to test whether vitamin D sup-
plements can prevent hone fractures in
children have not previously been con-
ducted.

Working with partners in Mongolia, a
setting with a particularly high fracture
burden and where vitamin D deficiency is
highly prevalent, researchers from Queen
Mary and Harvard conducted a clinical
trial to determine if vitamin D supple-
mentation would decrease risk of bone
fractures or increase bone strength in
schoolchildren. The study, published
today (1 December) in Lancet Diabetes &
Endocrinology, is the largest randomised
controlled trial of vitamin D supplemen-
tation ever conducted in children.

Over the course of three years, 8,851
schoolchildren aged 6-13 living in
Mongolia received a weekly oral dose of
vitamin D supplementation. 95.5% of par-
ticipants had vitamin D deficiency at

baseline, and study supplements were
highly effective in boosting vitamin D lev-
els into the normal range. However, they
had no effect on fracture risk or on bone
strength, measured in a subset of 1,438
participants using quantitative ultra-
sound.

The trial findings are likely to prompt
scientists, doctors and public health spe-
cialists to re-consider the effects of vita-
min D supplements on bone health.

Dr Ganmaa Davaasambuu, Associate
Professor at the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health, said:

"The absence of any effect of sus-
tained, generous vitamin D supplementa-
tion on fracture risk or bone strength in
vitamin D deficient children is striking. In
adults, vitamin D supplementation works
best for fracture prevention when calci-
um is given at the same time - so the fact
that we did not offer calcium alongside
vitamin D to trial participants may
explain the null findings from this study."

Professor Adrian Martineau, Lead of
the Centre for Immunobiology at Queen
Mary University of London, added:

"It is also important to note that chil-
dren who were found to have rickets dur-
ing screening for the trial were excluded
from participation, as it would not have
been ethical to offer them placebo
(dummy medication).

Thus, our findings only have rele-
vance for children with low vitamin D sta-
tus who have not developed bone compli-
cations. The importance of adequate vita-
min D intake for prevention of rickets
should not be ignored, and UK govern-
ment guidance recommending a daily
intake of 400 IU vitamin D remains
important and should still be followed."

Researchers find link between adverse
childhood experiences, muscle dysmorphia

childhood experiences (ACEs) prior to the age

f 18 were shown to have a much higher like-

lihood of exhibiting signs of muscle dysmorphia,
according to a recent study.

The findings were published in the Clinical Social
Work Journal.

These new findings emphasize the need for
greater understanding of the relationship between
muscle dysmorphia, or the pathological pursuit of
muscularity, and adverse childhood experiences
(such as emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and domes-
tic violence), as prior research has shown that over
half of North American children and adolescents
experience at least one adverse childhood experience
in their lifetime.

"Those who experience adverse childhood experi-
ences may engage in the pursuit of muscularity to
compensate for experiences where they once felt
inferior, small, and at risk, as well as to protect
against future victimization," says lead author Kyle T.
Ganson, PhD, MSW, an assistant professor at the
University of Toronto's Factor-Inwentash Faculty of
Social Work. "The experience of adverse childhood
experiences may also increase body dissatisfaction,
specifically muscle dissatisfaction, which is a key fea-
ture of muscle dysmorphia." Previous studies have

g dolescents and young adults who had adverse

shown that adverse experiences in childhood can
lead to harmful health effects. While prior research
has demonstrated that adverse childhood experi-
ences are highly common in people with eating dis-
orders and body dysmorphic disorder, few studies
have looked at the association between adverse
childhood experiences and muscle dysmorphia.

The study's researchers analyzed data from over
900 adolescents and young adults who participated
in the Canadian Study of Adolescent Health
Behaviors. In total, 16% of participants who experi-

enced five or more adverse childhood experiences
were at clinical risk for muscle dysmorphia, under-
scoring the significant traumatic effects that such
experiences can have on mental health and well-
being.

"Importantly, our study found that gender was an
important factor in the relationship between adverse
childhood experiences and muscle dysmorphia
symptoms," says Ganson. "Boys and young men in
the study who have experienced five or more adverse
childhood experiences had significantly greater mus-
cle dysmorphia symptoms when compared to girls
and young women."

The authors note that boys and young men who
experience adverse childhood experiences may feel
that their masculinity was threatened from these
experiences. Therefore, they engage in the pursuit of
muscularity to demonstrate their adherence to mas-
culine gender norms such as dominance, aggression,
and power.

"It is important for health care professionals to
assess for symptoms of muscle dysmorphia, includ-
ing muscle dissatisfaction and functional impairment
related to exercise routines and body image, among
young people who have experienced adverse child-
hood experiences, particularly boys and young men,"
concluded Ganson.

Brain waves detected during sleep can
protect against epileptic activity: Study ¢

only present in the brain during

sleep, are also present when
awake in patients with epilepsy and
may protect against the condition's
heightened brain excitability, accord-
ing to a new study led by UCL
researchers.

The research, published in Nature
Communications and involving the
National Institute for Health and Care
Research (NIHR) UCLH Biomedical
Research Centre, examined electroen-
cephalogram (EEG) scans from elec-
trodes in the brains of 25 patients with

Slow waves, which are normally

tinuously throughout the task.

After reviewing the EEG
data, the team found
that the brains of peo-
ple with epilepsy
were  producing
slow waves - last-
ing less than one
second - while
they were awake
and taking part

focal epilepsy (a type of epilepsy char-  in the task.
acterised by seizures arising from a The  occur-
specific part of the brain), while they ~rence of these

"wake" slow waves
increased in line with
increases in  brain
excitability and decreased
the impact of epileptic spikes on
brain activity.

carried out an associative memory
task.

The electrodes had been placed in
the patients' brains to localise abnor-
mal activity and inform surgical treat-
ment.

During the task, participants were
presented with 27 pairs of images that
remained on a screen for six seconds.
The images were in nine groups of
three - each group featuring a picture

epileptic activity.

of a person, a place and an object. In
each case, participants had to remem-
ber which images had been grouped
together. EEG data were recorded con-

In particular, there was a decrease
in the "firing" of nerve cells, which the
researchers say could protect against

Senior author, Professor Matthew

Walker (UCL Queen Square Institute of
Neurology), said: "Sleep is crucial for
repair, maintenance and resetting
brain activity. When we are awake we
experience a  progressive
increase in brain excitabili-
ty, which is redressed
during sleep.
"Recent studies
have indicated that
A a specific form of
brain  activity,
slow waves dur-
ing sleep, play a
crucial role in
these restorative
functions. ~ We
wanted to address

whether these
'sleep’ slow waves
could occur during

wakefulness in response to
abnormal increases in brain
activity associated with epilepsy.

"This study unveils, for the first
time, a potential protective mecha-
nism, 'wake' slow waves, employed by
the brain to counteract epileptic activi-
ty. This mechanism takes advantage of

protective brain activity that normally
occurs during sleep, but, in people with
epilepsy, can occur during wakeful-
ness."

As part of the research, the team
also wanted to test if the occurrence of
"wake" slow waves had any negative
effects on cognitive function.

During the memory task,
researchers found that the "wake"
slow waves reduced nerve cell activity
and so affected cognitive performance
- increasing the length of time required
by patients to complete the task.

The team reported that for each
increase of one slow wave per second,
the reaction time increased by 0.56
seconds.

Professor Walker said: "This obser-
vation suggests that the cognitive diffi-
culties - in particularly, memory
deficits - experienced by individuals
with epilepsy may be attributed, in
part, to the brief impairments induced
by these slow waves."

The team hope that future studies
will be able to increase such activity as
a potential novel treatment for people
with epilepsy.

Meditation training can support wellbelng in older people: Research

n 18-month meditation pro-

A%ramme can increase the well-

eing of older persons, according

to a new randomised controlled trial

led by an international team co-direct-
ed by UCL.

The findings, published in PLOS
ONE, show that meditation can
improve people's awareness, connec-
tion to others, and insight.

While the meditation training did
not confer significant benefits on two
commonly used measures of psycho-
logical wellbeing and quality of life, the
researchers say their findings may
reveal limitations in existing methods
of tracking wellbeing.

Lead author Marco Schlosser (UCL
Psychiatry and University of Geneva)
said: "As the global population ages, it
is increasingly crucial to understand
how we can support older adults in
maintaining and deepening their psy-
chological wellbeing. In our study, we
tested whether long-term meditation
training can enhance important dimen-
sions of wellbeing. Our findings suggest
that meditation is a promising non-

pharmacological approach to support
human flourishing in late life."

The study is the longest randomised
meditation training trial conducted to
date, and explored the impact of an 18-
month meditation programme on the
psychological wellbeing of more than
130 healthy French-speaking people
aged 65 to 84. The study, led by
Principal Investigator Professor Gael
Chetelat, took place in Caen, France. It
was conducted by the European
Union's Horizon 2020-funded Medit-
Ageing (Silver Sante Study) research
group which involves UCL, Inserm,
University of Geneva, Universite de
Caen Normandy, Lyon Neuroscience
Research Center, University of Liege,
Technische Universitat Dresden, and
Friedrich Schiller University Jena.

The researchers compared a medi-
tation programme, which included a

nine-month mindfulness module fol-

lowed by a nine-month loving kindness
and compassion module, delivered by
weekly group sessions (two hours
long), daily home practice (at least 20
minutes), and one retreat day, with a

group that did Enghsh language train-
ing (as a comparison group) and a no-
intervention control group.

The team found that meditation
training significantly impacted a global

score that measures the wellbeing
dimensions of awareness, connection,
and insight. Awareness describes an
undistracted and intimate attentive-
ness to one's thoughts, feelings, and

surroundings, which can support a
sense of calm and deep satisfaction.
Connection captures feelings such as
respect, gratitude, and kinship that can
support more positive relationships
with others. Insight refers to a self-
knowledge and understanding of how
thoughts and feelings participate in
shaping our perception - and how to
transform unhelpful patterns of
thought relating to ourselves and the
world. The benefits of meditation
training to an established measure of
psychological quality of life were not
superior to English language training,
while neither intervention significantly
impacted another widely used measure
of psychological wellbeing. The
researchers suggest this may be
because these two established meas-
ures do not cover the qualities and
depth of human flourishing that can
potentially be cultivated by longer-
term meditation training, so benefits to
awareness, connection and insight are
missed. The programme did not bene-
fit everyone equally, as participants
who reported lower levels of psycho-

logical wellbeing at the start of the trial
showed greater improvements com-
pared to those who already had higher
levels of wellbeing.

Co-author Dr Natalie Marchant
(UCL Psychiatry) said: "We hope that
further research will clarify which peo-
ple are most likely to benefit from med-
itation training, as it may confer
stronger benefits on some specific
groups. Now that we have evidence
that meditation training can help older
adults, we hope that further refine-
ments in partnership with colleagues
from other research disciplines could
make meditation programmes even
more beneficial."

Senior author Dr Antoine Lutz (Lyon
Neuroscience Research Center, Inserm,
France) said: "By showing the potential
of meditation programmes, our find-
ings pave the way for more targeted
and effective programmes that can
help older adults flourish, as we seek
to go beyond simply preventing disease
or ill-health, and instead take a holistic
approach to helping people across the
full spectrum of human wellbeing."
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IGNOU Decem-
ber 2025 Term-
End Exam begins
fom 1st December

I L]
&\llignou
o THE PEOPLE’S

UNIVERSITY

MI News Service, Kolkata,
30 Nov.25 : The December
2025 Term-End Examina-
tions (TEE) of the Indira
Gandhi National Open Uni-
versity (IGNOU) for various
academic proogrammes of
the University will com-
mence from 1st December
2025 and conclude on 14th
January 2026 Dr. Sujata
Dutta Hazarika, Senior Re-
gional Director informed
that the Regional Centre
Kolkata has established 20
Examination Centres for the
examinees including 1(one)
in the Presidency Correc-
tional Home for the Jail in-
mates. Hall tickets/Admit
cards have been issued to
the respective learners who
had applied and found eligi-
ble for appearing in the
Term-End  Examination.
The hall ticket/admit card is
available on IGNOU website
www.ignou.ac.in.  Mobile
phones and any other elec-
tronic gadgets are not per-

mitted inside the
examination hall.
Five people burned

to death in car

crash in Lisbon

MI News Service, Lishon:
Five people died after a
car crashed and caught
flames early Sunday on
Avenida das Forcas Ar-
madas in the north-central
part of Lisbon, according
to the Public Security Po-
lice (PSP).

Lusa News Agency
quoted the Lishon Metro-
politan Command as say-
ing that accident was
reported at about 3:40
a.m. to the emergency
services that a vehicle had
gone off the road. The car
"struck a pillar and caught
fire," leaving all five occu-
pants fatally burned.

Authorities said they
were still unable to con-
firm the victims' genders
or ages. No more details
are available so far.

Malnutrition persists as winter
threatens Gaza S chlldren UNICEF

MI News service, Gaza
Strip: The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
has warned that high levels
of malnutrition, coupled
with worsening winter con-
ditions, continue to
threaten children’s lives in
the Gaza Strip. DailyAc-
cording to UNICEF, nearly
9,300 children under five
were identified with acute
malnutrition in October.
While lower than the
11,746 cases reported in
September and the 14,363

recorded in August, the fig-
ure remains one of the
highest monthly admis-
sions on record. It is also
nearly five times the num-
ber reported during the
earlier ceasefire in Febru-
ary 2025.

UNICEF Executive Di-
rector Catherine Russell
said progress remains lim-
ited. “Thousands of chil-
dren under five remain
acutely malnourished in
Gaza,” she said. “Too many
children are still facing
hunger, illness and expo-
sure to cold temperatures.

UNICEF said more food

has entered Gaza in recent
weeks, slightly easing mar-
ket prices. However, essen-
tial  items—particularly
animal-source foods—are
still largely unavailable or
unaffordable. A UNICEF
survey conducted in Octo-
ber found that two in three
children under five ate
from only two or fewer food
groups, mainly: Bread,
Grains, Flour The onset of
winter has heightened risks
for displaced families.
Heavy rainfall has flooded
shelters, with sewage-con-

famlhes lack:

UNICEF warned that
the combination of disease,
poor sanitation and inade-
quate protection from win-
ter weather poses a serious
threat, particularly for mal-
nourished children with
low fat and muscle re-
serves. Maysaa, a mother
of five, said her family fled
their home with nothing.
“We lost all our clothes be-
fore the ceasefire when our
home was threatened, and
we had only ten minutes to
flee,” she said. “The rain
and cold temperatures are

UNICEF warned that
winter supplies are not
being replenished fast
enough, with significant
volumes of aid still awaiting
entry at border crossings.
The agency called for the
safe, rapid and unimpeded
entry of humanitarian as-
sistance into Gaza, urging
all parties to open cross-
ings, simplify clearance
procedures and prioritise
life-saving supplies, includ-
ing water treatment chem-
icals and parts required to
repair damaged water and
sanitation systems.

The Gaza’s Health Min-
istry said on Saturday, No-
vember 29, that at least
70,100 people have been
killed since Israel’s war on
the territory began on 7 Oc-
tober 2023, with more than
170,900 wounded. These
deaths continue despite a
United  States-brokered
ceasefire with Hamas that
came into effect last month.
Gaza’s Government Media
Office reported on Friday,
November 28, that 535 Is-
raeli violations have been

Every minute counts to taminated water spreading making life extremely chal- documented since the
protect these children.” into crowded areas. Many lenging.” ceasefire took hold.
U.S. drone strike kills 2

Netanyahu submits pardon request to

Israeli President over corruption cases

M News Service, Jerusalem: Israeh Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has asked
President Isaac Herzog to grant him a
pardon during his long-running corrup-
tion trial that has bitterly divided the
country. In a statement on Sunday, No-
vember 30, the prime minister’s office
said Netanyahu had submitted a formal
request for a pardon to the legal depart-
ment of the Office of the President.

The submission included a 111-page
petition from his lawyer, Amit Hadad,
along with a personal letter from Ne-
tanyahu. The Office of the President de-
scribed the pardon request as an
“extraordinary” move with “significant
implications.” Netanyahu’s trial, which
began in 2020, is far from resolution. He
faces one bribery charge and three counts
each of fraud and breach of trust, span-

ning three separate corruption cases in-
volving allegations that he exchanged
favours with wealthy political supporters.
He remains the only sitting prime minister
in Israel’s history to stand trial and has
not been convicted of any offence. The re-
quest comes despite Netanyahu’s own re-
marks last month. On November 13, he
publicly stated he would not seek a par-
don if doing so meant acknowledging
guilt. The move also follows a letter sent
on November 12 by former United States
President Donald Trump to President Her-
zog, urging Israel to pardon Netanyahu.
Trump dismissed the charges as “politi-
cal” and “unjustified,” calling on Israel to
drop the case.

Opposition leader Yair Lapid urged
President Herzog to reject the request in
its current form. “You cannot grant Ne-
tanyahu a pardon without an admission of
guilt, an expression of remorse, and an
immediate withdrawal from political life,”
Lapid said in a video statement. Head of
the left-wing Democrats party, Yair Golan,
also criticised the move. Writing on X, he
said, “Only someone guilty asks for a par-
don. After eight years of trial, when the
cases against him have not collapsed, Ne-

tanyahu is now asking for a pardon.”

alleged al-Qaida opera-
tives in Yemen: source
MI News Service, Sanaa: A
U.S. drone strike on Satur-
day targeted a motorcycle in
the Al-Husoon area of Al-
Wadi district, east of central
Yemen's Marib province,
killing two alleged al-Qaida
operatives, a local govern-
ment security source told
Xinhua.The source, speak-
ing on condition of
anonymity, said the two
youths were from Al-Wadi
district but did not provide
their names. The strike oc-
curred amid  ongoing
counter-terrorism opera-
tions in Yemen, where U.S.
drones have periodically
targeted individuals be-
lieved to be affiliated with
militant groups, including
al-Qaida. Neither the United
States nor the internation-
ally recognized Yemeni gov-
ernment has issued an
official statement regarding
the incident. Marib, a strate-
gic and oil-rich province, is
under the control of the
Yemeni government.

Pope Leo XIV ends Turkiye visit, heads

POk .

MI News Service, Istanbul:
Pope Leo XIV wrapped up
his visit to Turkiye on Sun-
day, November 30. before
heading to Lebanon, where
he hoped to bring a message
of hope to its long-suffering
people and bolster a crucial
Christian community in the
Middle East. Leo had two
key appointments in Istan-
bul before flying to Beirut: a
prayer at the Armenian
Apostolic Cathedral and a
divine liturgy with Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew,
spiritual leader of the
world’s Orthodox Christians,
whose invitation to com-
memorate an important
Christian anniversary was
the impetus for Leo’s visit.

On the second leg of his

to Lebanon with message of hope

malden papal trlp, Leo was
visiting Lebanon at a pre-
carious moment for the
small Mediterranean coun-
try after years of successive
crises. He is fulfilling a
promise of Pope Francis,
who had wanted to visit for
years but was unable to as
his health worsened. Fran-
cis often quoted St. John
Paul II, who in 1989 said
Lebanon was more than just
a country, it was a “mes-
sage” — a message of fra-
ternity and coexistence.
Under Lebanon’s power-
sharing system, the coun-
try’s president is always a
Maronite Christian, the
prime minister a Sunni Mus-
lim and the speaker of par-
liament Shiite.

March on to Dharmatala on 18th December to fight for
the rights of the Mmorltles (lyazul Haque in Bagnan

Nurul islam khan : The
State President of Bangiyo
Sankhyalagu Buddhijibi
Mancha and member of
State Trinamool Congress
Executive Committee
Hon'ble Prof. SK MD Oy-
azul Haque inaugurated
the distribution of winter
clothes and eye examina-
tion camp organized by
Rohit Sheikh, President of
Howrah Gramin Branch of
Bangiyo Sankhyalagu
Buddhijibi Manch at Sub-
sheet-Gadi football
ground in Bagnan of
Howrah district. Local
MLA Sameer Kumar
Panja, Manch General
Secretary Jb. Alamgir
Mollah, Nasim Ahmed
Tinku and others were
also present on the occa-
sion. Professor Oyazul
Haque in his brief speech
said that the Bangiyo
Sankhyalagu Buddhijibi
Manch has been doing
such social service work
for the people who are de-
prived of the minimum so-
cial facilities in different
parts of the state through-
out the year. He also said
that the Bangiyo

Sankhyalagu Buddhijibi
Manch is working tire-
lessly to reach these mar-
ginalized minorities and
will continue to do so in
the future to reach the
benefits of various govern-

ment schemes like
Kanyashree, Aikyasree,
Taruner Swapna, Sabu-
jsathi etc. created by the
state's philanthropic Chief
Minister, Hon'ble Mamata
Banerjee. Jb. Oyazul
Haque specially men-
tioned that in order to
fight against the one-sided
communal attitude of the
present central govern-
ment and to understand

the nghts of all the de-
prived  exploited op-
pressed minorities across
the country, the Bangiyo
Sankhyalagu Buddhijibi
Manch has organized a
historic public meeting on
the occasion of Interna-
tional Minority Rights Day
on December 18 at Rani
Rasmoni Road, Dhar-
matala, Kolkata at 12
noon. He concluded his
speech by urging all the
minority people irrespec-
tive of party affiliation to
join  this rally to
strengthen this struggle
for self-respect and sur-
vival.

Malda Division Promotes UTS On
Mobile App For Dlgltal Tlcketmg

MI News Service, Kolkata, 30 Nov.25
:Eastern Railway’s Malda Division, under
the guidance of Divisional Railway Man-
ager Shri Manish Kumar Gupta, con-
ducted a special awareness campaign at
New Farakka Railway Station today to
promote the use of the UTS on Mobile App
for convenient and digital ticketing.

During the campaign, Commercial In-
spectors and checking staff interacted
with passengers and demonstrated the
step-by-step process of downloading, reg-
istering, and booking tickets through the
UTS on Mobile App. Passengers were en-
couraged to experience hassle-free mobile
ticketing, and the UTS App was success-
fully installed on the smartphones of more
than 120 passengers at the station.

The drive highlighted key benefits of
the UTS App, including:

® 3% bonus on R-Wallet recharge

¢ Avoiding queues at ticket counters

e Paperless and cashless ticketing

° Booklng facﬂltles for journey, plat-
form, and season tickets

e Instant access to digital tickets on
mobile

This initiative underscores Malda Di-
vision’s commitment to the Digital India
Mission by expanding digital ticketing op-
tions and enhancing passenger conven-
ience through technology-driven,
user-friendly railway services.

Ashwini Vaishnaw Reviews Railways Prepared-
ness to Ensure Passenger Safety and Minimize
Disruptions Ahead of Cyclone Ditwah

MI News Service, New Delhi, 30 Nov.25 :
In wake of Cyclone Ditwah bearing down
on Tamil Nadu, Union Minister for Rail-
ways, Information & Broadcasting, and
Electronics & Information Technology,
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw reviewed pre-
paredness measures with General Man-
ager and teams of Southern Railways to
ensure minimum disruption to rail serv-
ices and ensure safety for passengers and
coastal populations.

Union Minister emphasised establish-
ment of dedicated helplines and passen-
ger- assistance desks to support
travellers facing uncertainties due to
cancellations or rerouting. Union Minis-
ter Vaishnaw reaffirmed the commitment
of Indian Railways to public safety. He
has instructed concerned officials to en-
sure activation of War Rooms at divi-
sional, Zonal and Railway board level to
monitor the situation and remain alert
for any extreme situation. He has also
asked railway officials to coordinate with
civil- administration authorities and
proactively communicate with passen-
gers until normalcy is restored.

Service Hours To Be Extended For The

Benefit 0f The Suburban Passengers

MI News Service, Kolkata, 30 Nov.25 : Good
news for Metro commuters! More Metro serv-
ices are going to be operated in Purple Line
on weekdays from today. Service hours of Pur-
ple Line are also going to be extended on
weekdays which will benefit suburban pas-
sengers availing local train services of Eastern
Railway from Majerhat station. From tomor-
rowi.e.on 01.12.2025 (Monday), 84 services
(42 UP and 42 DN) will be operated daily in
Purple Line from Monday to Friday instead of
80 services (40 UP and 40 DN). First Service:
At 06.40 hrs from Joka to Majerhat (instead
0f 06.50 hrs.). At 07.03 hrs from Majerhat to
Joka (instead of 07.14 hrs.). Last Service: At
21.05 hrs from Joka to Majerhat (instead of
20.36 hrs.). At 21.26 hrs from Majerhat to
Joka (instead of 20.57 hrs.).

With this increase of Metro services and
extension of service hours, passengers of Seal-
dah-Budge Budge Line of Eastern Railway will
be immensely benefited specially during
morning and late evening hours. It is to be
noted that Purple Line services on Saturdays
have been introduced from 22.11.2025. On
Saturdays, 40 services (20 UP and 20 DN) are
being operated in this Line. There will be no
services available in this Line on Sundays.

Shahalibanda
blast: Police
probe finds gas
leak in store,
dismiss rumours
of IED, LPG blast

U.S. freezes all asylum decisions as sus-
pectin Natmnal Guard shooting charged

MI News Service, Hyder-
abad: The Hyderabad po-
lice maintained that the
explosion at Gomathi Elec-
tronics at Shahalibanda,
which killed two people,
was triggered due to a gas
leak from an electronic
item stored inside and dis-
missed rumours of an IED

or LPG blast.
South Zone deputy
commissioner of police

(DCP), Kiran Khare, told re-
porters that after the de-
tailed investigation
revealed that the explosion
was a result of a gas leak
from either a water dis-
penser or a refrigerator
stored inside the electronic
store. “There were 15 -20
refrigerators in the store.
The leaked gas triggered a
huge fire and subsequent
explosions in the store.
Hence, the information that
the explosion was caused
by an IED or LPG blast is
false,” the DCP said.

Two  people, store
owner Shiva Kumar Bansal
and a two-wheeler biker,
Sajjad Ali, were killed.
Eight others suffered in-
juries. The fire engulfed the
two-floor building. The
stored goods were com-
pletely gutted, while a car,
an auto rickshaw, and two
scooters were damaged.

MI News Service, Washing- .

ton: U.S. officials on Friday
announced a freeze on all
asylum decisions as the man
of Afghan nationality ac-
cused of shooting two Na-
tional Guard members near
the White House was
charged with first-degree
murder following one sol-
dier's death.

U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS)
Director Joseph Edlow said
Friday on X that his agency
"has halted all asylum deci-
sions until we can ensure
that every alien is vetted and
screened to the maximum
degree possible."

At the same time, U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio announced that the
State  Department  had
paused visa issuance for all
individuals traveling on
Afghan passports, saying the
measure was implemented
immediately as part of ef-
forts to safeguard national
security.

The case prompted the
moves after U.S. Attorney for
the District of Columbia Jea-
nine Pirro said the charges
against the suspect-- a 29-
year-old Afghan national,
Rahmanullah Lakanwal--
had been upgraded to first-
degree murder following the
death of one National Guard
soldier and the critical injury

of another shot on Wednes-
day near the White House.

U.S. President Donald
Trump announced the sol-
dier's death on Thursday,
calling the shooting "an act
of terror." He also vowed to
"permanently pause migra-
tion from all Third World
Countries to allow the U.S.
system to fully recover."

The USCIS said on
Thursday that it would reex-
amine green card holders
from 19 "countries of con-
cern," including
Afghanistan. Pirro  said
Lakanwal would be charged
with one count of first-de-
gree murder and two counts
of assault with intent to kill
while armed. Lakanwal was
shot by another Guard mem-
ber and taken into custody.
Investigators said he had
driven from his home in
Washington state to the cap-
ital before the shooting,
though a motive has not yet
been established.

Lakanwal entered the
United States in 2021 under
then-President Joe Biden's
Operation Allies Welcome
program. He had worked
previously with the CIA in
Afghanistan and was de-
scribed by officials as having
been "clean on all checks"
before working with the CIA
and before moving to the
United States.

UN chief reiterates call for irreversible
progress toward two state solution

MI News Service, United nations: UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on
Saturday reiterated his call for irre-
versible progress toward a two-state so-
lution, in a message on the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People. This year's International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
which is observed annually on Nov. 29,
comes after two years of horrific suffer-
ing in Gaza, and the start of a much-
needed ceasefire, Guterres said.

Noting that survivors are mourning
the deaths of tens of thousands of
friends and family; hunger, disease and
trauma run rampant; injustice also con-
tinues in the occupied West Bank, in-
cluding East Jerusalem; and hundreds
of humanitarians have been killed, the

UN chief said: "In so many ways, this
tragedy has tested the norms and laws
that have guided the international com-
munity for generations." "The killing of
so many civilians, the repeated displace-
ment of an entire population and the ob-
struction of humanitarian aid should
never be acceptable under any circum-
stances," he underscored.

As the recent ceasefire offers "a glim-

mer of hope,
ties respect it fully and work in good faith
towards solutions that restore and uphold
international law," the UN chief stressed,
adding that lifesaving humanitarian aid
must be allowed to enter Gaza at scale,
and the international community must
continue to stand firmly with UNRWA, the
UN relief agency for Palestinians. "I re-
peat my call for an end to the unlawful
occupation of the Palestinian Territory ...
and for irreversible progress towards a
two-State solution, in line with interna-
tional law and relevant UN resolutions,
with Israel and Palestine living side by
side in peace and security within their se-
cure and recognized borders, on the basis
of pre-1967 lines, with Jerusalem as the
capital of both States," Guterres said.

it is now vital that all par-

Malda Division Organlses Shramdan Drlve at Malda Eco Park

MI News Service, Kolkata,
30 Nov.25 : As part of
Swachhata Abhiyan 2025,
a special Shramdan was
organised today
(30.11.2025) at Eco Park,
Malda to promote environ-
mental conservation, com-
munity participation in
sanitation, and sustainable
green practices.

The Shramdan drive
was led by Shri Manish
Kumar Gupta, Divisional
Railway Manager, Malda
and Smt. Manisha Gupta,
President, Eastern Railway
Women’s Welfare Organi-
sation (ERWWO), Malda.
CMS/Malda Smt. Anupa
Ghosh also participated
actively in the campaign,
followed by senior branch

officers and members of
ERWWO, who joined in the
cleanliness initiatives with
exemplary enthusiasm and
dedication.

The participants under-
took sweeping, collection of
litter, removal of plastic
waste, and sensitisation ac-

tivities to reinforce aware-
ness on responsible waste
management and protection
of public spaces. The collec-
tive effort demonstrated the
firm resolve of Malda Divi-
sion towards maintaining a
clean, green and pollution-
free environment.

On this occasion, Divi-
sional Railway Manager
Shri Manish Kumar Gupta
affirmed that cleanliness
must be a collective re-
sponsibility of every indi-
vidual, and such initiatives
play a vital role in nurtur-
ing environmentally con-
scious communities. He
further encouraged all
railway employees and cit-
izens to extend their coop-
eration in maintaining
cleanliness in and around
public premises.

The Shramdan held at
“Eco Park, Malda” stands
as a testimony to Malda Di-
vision’s continued commit-
ment towards Swachh
Bharat and eco-friendly
practices.
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Kohli's Brilliant Ton Leads India
to Record-Breaking Total in Ranchi

PC JHA

RANCHI : Virat Kohli produced a
magnificent batting masterclass,
lighting up the JSCA Stadium with
a fluent and authoritative 135-run
knock, marking his 52nd ODI cen-
tury and his third century in
Ranchi. His brilliant ton set the
tone for India's dominant batting
show as the hosts posted over 349
runs, their highest ODI total at the
venue. Despite his superb form,
Kohli narrowly missed rewriting
history, falling just four runs short
of breaking his own Ranchi record
of 139, set earlier at the same
ground. The electrifying evening
grew even more special when for-

China kicks off t1tle defense
with comfortable win at ITTF
Med Team World Cup

CHENGDU (CHINA) : Two-time
winner China clinched an 8-1 vic-
tory over Hong Kong, China in
their opening encounter as the
2025 International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) Mixed Team
World Cup kicked off in Chengdu
on Sunday.

Olympic champions Wang
Chugin and Sun Yingsha earned
China a three-game lead after
sweeping Wong Chun Ting and
Doo Hoi Kem 12-10, 11-8, 12-10
in the mixed doubles.

"As each match only consists
of three games, every point is
more important in this tourna-
ment," said men's world No. 1
Wang Chugin. "We had trailed in
the match but gradually adjusted
ourselves to bounce back."

"We met Wong and Doo many
times in the last Olympic cycle,
and we are familiar with each
other. They played really tough,
and we felt much better after nar-
rowly winning the first game,"
Sun added.

Kuai Man moved China further
ahead after triumphing 11-4, 11-
9, 9-11 over Zhu Chengzhu in the
women's singles, and Lin Shidong
sealed the victory with an 11-3,
11-4, 11-1 victory over Lam Siu
Hang in the men's singles, reports

Xinhua.

The eight-day ITTF Mixed
Team World Cup adopts a differ-
ent competition format from other
team events, beginning with
mixed doubles, followed by
women's singles and men's sin-
gles, and then men's and women's
doubles if required, with their
order of play determined by the
team captain of the lower-ranked
team. Each individual match con-
sists of three games, resulting in
either a 3-0 or 2-1 scoreline.
Team matches continue until one
side secures eight game victories.

The tournament was inaugu-
rated in 2023, and China has won
the past two editions. Since the
mixed team event was included at
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympic
Games earlier this year, teams
would attach greater importance
to the Mixed Team World Cup in
their Olympic preparations.

Also on Sunday, South Korea
defeated Sweden 8-3, Chinese
Taipei cruised past the United
States 8-3, and Egypt edged Chile
8-7 in a five-match thriller.

Sixteen teams are divided into
four groups, with China drawn
into Group 1 alongside China's
Hong Kong, Egypt, and Chile.
China faces Egypt on Monday.

mer skipper Rohit Sharma deliv-
ered a top-class innings, register-
ing the 57 individual score. Rohit
also smashed his way into the
record books, overtaking
Pakistan's Shahid Afridi's tally of
351 sixes by hitting his 352nd six,
becoming world cricket's leading
six-hitter.

Part-time captain KL Rahul
added a solid 60, anchoring the
middle overs and ensuring India's
innings never lost momentum.

With 35,000 jam-packed spec-
tators cheering every stroke,
Team India turned the Ranchi ODI
into a festival of milestones,
power-hitting, and unforgettable
batting brilliance.

Focused Indla ready to kick
off FIH Jr Women's World
Cup campaign against Namibia

SANTIAGO : The Indian Junior
Women's Hockey Team is pre-
pared to start its journey at the
FIH Junior Women's World Cup
Santiago 2025, beginning on
December 1 at the Centro
Deportivo de Hockey Césped,
Estadio Nacional, in Chile.

India, under Captain Jyoti
Singh, will play Namibia in their
first match. The teams haven't
recently faced each other in FIH
events, making this an exciting
opener as India aims to overcome
initial nerves in this prestigious
global tournament.

The team reached Santiago a
week early to acclimatise and
finalise their preparations before
the competition. This edition is
historic because it is the first time
the tournament includes 24
teams, expanding from the previ-
ous 16-team format used until
2023.

Speaking about the team's
readiness, Captain Jyoti Singh
said, "We arrived a week early to
begin our preparations. The team
has adjusted well to the local con-
ditions, and the morale is high.
Our first match is against

Namibia, and we want to build
momentum from the very start.

"The group has been training
with great intensity, and every
player is eager to execute the
plans we've worked on. We are
fully focused on taking it one
match at a time and delivering
our best hockey throughout the
tournament.”

The 24-team format has been
split into six pools. Pool A includes
hosts Chile, along with Japan,
Malaysia, and the Netherlands.
Pool B features Argentina,
Belgium, Wales, and Zimbabwe.
Pool C is made up of Germany,
India, Ireland, and Namibia. Pool
D groups Austria, China, England,
and South Africa. Pool E compris-
es Australia, Canada, Scotland,
and Spain. Lastly, Pool F contains
New Zealand, South Korea, the
USA, and Uruguay.

India will play Germany on
Wednesday, 3 December, and then
face Ireland on Friday, 5
December, in their last pool-stage
matches.

This will be India's seventh
appearance at the Junior
Women's Hockey World Cup.
Their best result was in 2013,
when they defeated England in a
tense penalty shootout to win the
bronze medal.

SN

Record 24,000-plus runners participate
in 9th Adam Ahmedahad Marathon

AHMEDABAD : The city of
Ahmedabad transformed into a
vibrant celebration of endurance
and unity as more than 24,000
runners took part in the 9th
Adani Ahmedabad Marathon at
the Sabarmati Riverfront Sports
Park. Anchored in the purpose-
led theme of?#Run4OurSoldiers,
the marathon once again brought
the city together in a spirited
tribute to India's Armed
Forces,?with this year's run car-
rying deeper significance in the
backdrop of Operation Sindoor.

The event was flagged off by
Pranav Adani, Director, Adani
Enterprises Ltd.; Air Marshal
Nagesh Kapoor; Major General
Gaurav Bagga,; fitness ambassa-
dor and actor-presenter Mandira
Bedi; Olympic medallist and
Padma Shri awardee Gagan
Narang; Preeti Jhangiani, actor-
producer and Vice President of
the Indian Olympic Association;
and renowned designer Aaquib
Wani, along with senior leaders
from Adani Sportsline, the sports
arm of the Adani Group.

Also present at the occasion
was Indian cricketer and Gujarat
Giants' newest signee Yastika
Bhatia.

More than 4,000 military per-
sonnel and police officers?partici-
pated, reinforcing the marathon's
message of respect and solidarity
for those who serve the nation.

Runners competed across
the?Full Marathon, Half
Marathon, 10 km, and 5 km cate-
gories?on a course showcasing
some of Ahmedabad's most iconic
landmarks, including the? Gandhi
Ashram,?Atal Bridge, and?Ellis
Bridge. The official marathon jer-
sey-designed by?award-winning
creator Aaquib Wani-captured
the event's spirit and its tribute to
soldiers.

With a prize pool of over Rs
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40 lakh across the Full Marathon,
Half Marathon, and 10K cate-
gories, winners were rewarded
across multiple competitive and
age-group divisions.

Recognised by the?Athletics
Federation of India (AFI)?and
listed on the?Association of
International Marathons and
Distance Races (AIMS) Global
Marathon Event List, the recog-
nised registry of certified
marathons and distance-running
events that meet global standards
for course accuracy, measure-
ment, and event quality, the
Adani Ahmedabad Marathon has
grown into one of India's most
respected distance-running
events.

Speaking at the event,?Pranav
Adani said, "Since 2017, the
Ahmedabad Marathon has
become a landmark event

embraced by?our beloved?city.
This year, the message
of?#Run4OurSoldiers?resonated
even more deeply as our Armed
Forces stood tall
during?Operation Sindoor. The
participation of over?24,000 run-
ners?shows how the event has
grown into a movement the city
proudly owns."

Major General Gaurav Bagga,
General Officer Commanding,
Indian Army, added, "The Adani
Ahmedabad Marathon is more
than a sporting event, but it is a
living testament to the enduring
bond between the Armed Forces
and the citizens we serve.

"Witnessing over 4,000 per-
sonnel run shoulder to shoulder
with thousands from across the
nation was profoundly hearten-
ing. Such overwhelming partici-
pation is not merely about num-

bers; it reflects the unity, disci-
pline, and positive spirit that
define India. In every stride, one
could feel the pulse of a nation
moving forward together."

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor,
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Indian Air Force, expressed,
"Today, we are thrilled to see
such a massive and enthusiastic
crowd coming together to support
our Armed Forces hy participat-
ing in the 9th Adani Ahmedabad
Marathon 2025. This event is a
testament to the importance we
place on fitness, and it is heart-
ening to see such a wonderful ini-
tiative of the Adani Group in hon-
our of the Armed Forces.

"The overwhelming response
and energy on display today are
really impressive. A truly memo-
rable experience today, set
against the stunning backdrop of
the beautiful Sabarmati
Riverfront. "

Adani Sportsline extended its
heartfelt gratitude to the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC), Ahmedabad
City Police, Traffic Police, 108
Emergency Services, and KD
Hospital for their invaluable sup-
port and seamless coordination,
which ensured the event ran
smoothly and safely for all partic-

ipants.
MORE
THAN 4,000
MILITARY
PERSONNEL AND
POLICE OFFICERS?
PARTICIPATED,
REINFORCING THE
MARATHON'S MESSAGE
OF RESPECT AND
SOLIDARITY FOR
THOSE WHO
SERVE THE
NATION.

BHARATH CLASSIC GUJARAT: THAILAND'S
POOSIT GLINGHES TITLE WITH BIRDIE ON
FINAL HOLE, BAISOYA FINISHES THIRD

AHMEDABAD Poosit
Supupramai of Thailand won the
inaugural $500,000 Bharath
Classic Gujarat, finishing one
shot ahead of aggressive Korean
Woo-young Cho at Kensville Golf
Resort near Ahmedabad on
Sunday. Poosit (69) birdied the
18th and final hole of the day to
hold off Wooyoung Cho (65),
even as Sachin Baisoya dominat-
ed Kensville Golf Resort with a
10-under 62. His impressive
round included two remarkable
birdie streaks - one with six con-
secutive birdies and another
with four in a row.

His brilliant performance on
the final day saw him tied for
third place, making him the best
Indian finisher at the event co-
sanctioned by the Asian Tour
and the Indian Golf Premier
League (IGPL). Poosit's final
round of 69 secured his first
Asian Tour victory, finishing with
a total score of 18-under par
270. Cho (65) ended just one shot
behind on 17-under 271. Poosit
also earned the Asian Tour card
with this win.

Baisoya, a frequent partici-
pant on the IGPL Tour yet still
seeking his first victory, was tied
for the lead at 15-under par with
overnight leader Jazz
Janewattananond, as well as
Thailand's Panuphol Pittayarat
and Ekpharit Wu. Although an
Indian win was not achieved, it
was still a successful week for
them, with four players finishing
in the Top-10 and a total of eight
in the Top-20.

As Baisoya finished third,
Yuvraj Sandhu, a multiple win-
ner at his home course, signifi-
cantly improved his chances on
the Asian Tour with a seventh-
place finish, scoring 14 under
274.

Ahmedabad Amateur Ishaan
Chawhan, who had an impres-
sive week, couldn't maintain his
early momentum and shot 71,
though he remained under par
throughout all four rounds.

With a score of 13-under, he
was tied for eighth place along-
side IGPL Order of Merit leader
Aman Raj, who shot 68, and two
Thai players, Settee
Prakongvech with 68 and
Chonlatit Chuenboonngam with

65.

Pukhraj Singh Gill (69) was
tied for 12th place at 12-under
par, while Ajeetesh Sandhu (69)
and Khalin Joshi (66) were tied
for 17th at 11-under par. Saptak
Talwar (66) was tied for 19th.

The  first ~ US$500,000
Bharath Classic was jointly sanc-
tioned by the Asian Tour and the
Indian Golf Premier League
(IGPL) Tour. The IGPL has three
additional events scheduled for
2025, while it was the second-to-
last tournament of the season on
the Asian Tour.

This week was crucial for
players aiming to improve their
position on the Asian Tour's
Order of Merit to secure spots for
the next year. Additionally, the
top four on the IGPL will earn
entry into the final stage of the
Asian Tour Q-School and qualify
for the 2026 International Series
India.

The soft-spoken  Poosit,
whose top finish on the Asian
Tour was sharing third place at
last year's SJM Macao Open,
said, "Amazing, I can't believe it.
I was struggling on the front
nine; I was not playing well. It
was all about mindset - that got
me through.

"l came here to try and
improve my ranking on the Merit
list. It was on my mind, not win-
ning. But to secure my card this
week with the win, it's beyond
my dreams.

"Before the last two tourna-
ments, I changed the loft and lie
on my putter. It made such a big
difference - 1 started holing
putts.”

The highlight of the day, how-
ever, came from Sachin Baisoya,
who shot a bogey-free 62 on
Sunday. Starting from the 10th
tee with the shotgun start system
used over the final two days
here, Baisoya began with six
consecutive birdies to reach the
turn at this par-72 course on 6
under 30.

On the front nine, he contin-
ued his impressive streak with
four consecutive birdies from
holes two to five, followed by two
crucial par saves on holes 18 and
one. "I owe this round a lot to my
iron play today," Sachin said
later.

"I practised for about an hour
yesterday as I felt T was hitting
my irons badly for the last three
or four tournaments. I also took
some coaching from Sudhir
Sharma, who told me not to
worry and just play my natural
game.

"So the plan was to try some-
thing different today from the
first four days, and that is exact-
ly what happened today from the
start. Most of my shots landed
between three and five feet, and
also my putting was very solid."

The modest Chawhan men-
tioned that his four days here felt
like an extended golf lesson. The
22-year-old left-handed player,
who was sidelined for over two
years due to injuries, said,
"Playing with all the Asian Tour
players, watching them and talk-
ing to them has been a learning
experience.

"l went in with the mindset
that I had nothing to lose save
making a point to myself. I was
away from golf for different
phases, which added up to one-
and-a-half years, with injuries to
the wrist and knee, and this is
my first full season in four
years."

On what helped him bring in
impressive cards of 67, 69, 68,
and 71 this week, Chawhan said,
"Even though I play here regu-
larly, the course was set up dif-
ferently from what we get as
amateurs, and that was a chal-
lenge. For me, the highlight of
the week has to be my iron play
as the other aspects of my game
weren't that great."

Asked what he was planning
to do next, the Vijay Divecha
trainee added, "I might turn pro,
but will have a talk with my
coach first. Right now, the focus
is on the All-India Amateur (in
mid-December) at Tollygunge
Club."

Sandhu, too, was pleased at
his display here. "I started slow-
ly (level par 72 on Thursday), but
after that the momentum was
good."

He added, "But for a few
shots and putts that I left out
there, I could have been in much
closer contention (at 14 under,
five shots behind winner Poosit)
than I was."

Happy if that’s what's needed to win: Head

ready to open again in I(Ilawa

NEW DELHI : Australia's Travis Head said that he's
more than willing to remain at the top of the order
after his blistering century in the first Ashes Test. His
remarks come as questions linger over Usman
Khawaja's fitness and long-term place in the nation-

al side.

Head, Australia's established No. 5 for much of
the past four years, stepped in as opener during the
second innings in Perth when Khawaja was sidelined
with back spasms. He responded with a superb 123
off 83 balls, driving Australia to a rapid chase of 205
and a 1-0 series lead ahead of Thursday's Test at the

Gabba.

Khawaja, who turns 39 next month, has been
named in the 14-man squad and insists he is "confi-
dent" of being available. But with only one century
and an average of 31.84 over the past two years, his

spot is far from assured.

Head said his role for the next Test had not yet
been defined, but added that he is comfortable with
whatever responsibility he's given, including another

stint at the top.

"I'm happy. If that's what is needed to win a Test
match and if that's what's required then, yeah, I'm

1 4
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fine with it. I'm preparing for anything at this stage...
There's a fair bit to work through. I've just got here.
We haven't really had many conversations over the
last week.

"It's been about just spending some time out of
the game as much as you can. You don't get much
time to chill out in a massive series like this, where
it's pretty full-on every single day," Head was quoted
as saying by The West Australian.

Australia coach Andrew McDonald revealed after
the Perth Test that the team had even floated the idea
of rotating their opening pair between innings, a tac-
tic Head says he would willingly embrace.

Head explained that the concept has been on the
table for some time. "We've talked about that a lot:

how you get there, and what personnel we have to be
able to potentially do that and the personalities in the
line-up," he said.

"You've seen it a little bit in the T20 team as well,
where we're trying to push the boundaries in power-
hitting, and [asking] do we take singles at certain

stages... I feel like I can play in any role, so I'm open
to it, and it's just trying to work out in-game and in
moments when that may come out and when you
may use that.

"All options are on the table and have been for a
long period of time about where this team can poten-
tially get better, and where there's opportunities to
potentially win games of cricket in moments. It's
always been on the table," Head added.



