
Amid rising panic over the ongoing SIR of electoral rolls in Bengal, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) has decided to reach out to the families of individuals who
allegedly died due to stress or fear surrounding the process. Abhishek Banerjee, TMC’s national general secretary, has formed a special team to visit these be-
reaved families and provide both emotional and financial assistance. Each affected family will receive �3 lakh as compensation from the party. Starting Saturday,
senior party leaders will begin visiting the homes of those who reportedly died by suicide or from heart attacks linked to SIR-related anxiety. Samirul Islam and
ParthaBhowmik will visit the family of PradipKar in the evening, while Dr. Shashi Panja and SudipRaha will travel to Titagarh around 4 PM. 
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Abhishek Forms Special Team to Visit SIR Victims’ Families

CM Mamata to visit 
Siliguri on Monday

MI News Service, Siliguri /
Kolkata : West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee who is scheduled
to visit Siliguri on 10 No-
vember for a day,  is ex-
pected to return to Kolkata
the following day. Although
an official confirmation is
yet to be received from the
Chief Minister’s Office,
preparations are underway
at Uttarkanya, the state
Secretariat in North Ben-
gal,  to welcome her and
make necessary arrange-
ments for holding meetings
during her visit. They said
the Chief minister is likely
to review the post-flood
and landslide situation in
the region, covering areas

from the Darjeeling hills to
Jalpaiguri, with a special
focus on restoration and
rehabilitation efforts.

Meanwhile, as the
news of her visit here is
known, speculation are rife
that Mamata Banerjee
might also visit the house of
World Cup winning crick-
eter  Richa Ghosh in Silig-
uri. However, sources
clarified that since Richa
was felicitated in Kolkata
by the Cricket Association
of Bengal (CAB) on Satur-
day in presence of the Chief
minister herself and  sev-
eral other dignitaries in-
cluding former Indian
cricket captain Sourav
Ganguly, there is no possi-
bility of her visiting Richa’s
house here amidst her
busy schedule. According
to sources, the state gov-
ernment has already
drawn up a special plan to
offer Richa a prestigious
job as part of the recogni-
tion for her outstanding
achievement in women’s
cricket.

India moving fast on path of all 
round development : PM Modi

MI News Service, Varanasi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Satur-
day said since infrastructure is a
major factor in the economic growth
of developed countries around the
world, India is also moving fast on
the path of an all round develop-
ment. He said spiritual tourism has
ushered in a massive development
in Uttar Pradesh, with lakhs of
devotees visiting pilgrimage sites
contributing thousands of crores of
rupees to the state's economy. The
PM was speaking after flagging off
four new Vande Bharat Express
trains from the Banaras railway sta-
tion in Varanasi, his Lok Sabha con-
stituency. "In developed countries
across the world, the biggest reason
for their economic growth has been
their infrastructure. In every nation
that has achieved major progress,
the driving force behind it has been
infrastructure development,"  PM
Modi said. "Infrastructure is not just

about big bridges and highways.
Whenever such systems are devel-

oped anywhere, it sparks the overall
development of that region," he

said. Underlining India's fast-paced
progress, the Prime minister said,
"With so many Vande Bharat trains
running and flights arriving from
countries across the globe, all these
developments are now linked to
growth. Today, India is also moving 

uu Continued on page 3

First phase of Bihar polls recorded
highest turnout in state's history: EC

Indian missions worldwide mark 150 years of Vande Mataram with  cultural events
MI News Service, New Delhi /
Washington (DC):Indian diplomatic
missions across the globe com-
memorated 150 years of the coun-
try's national song 'Vande
Mataram' with mass renditions,
cultural performances and com-
munity gatherings, reaffirming the
spirit of unity and national pride
among the diaspora. Written by
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
in 1875, Vande Mataram was first
included in his novel Anandamath
and later became a rallying cry
during India's freedom movement.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday inaugurated year-long
commemorations to mark its
150th anniversary. The Embassy
of India in Washington marked the

milestone on November 7 with a
group rendition by students from
the Indian diaspora, it said in a so-

cial media post on Saturday.
In Ottawa, High Commissioner

Dinesh K Patnaik led members of

the Indian diaspora and officials of
the High Commission in singing
'Vande Mataram'. The event also

featured an Odissi dance perform-
ance. "As we honour this immortal
ode, we reaffirm our resolve to-
wards a confident, self-reliant and
resurgent Viksit Bharat 2047,” the
mission said in a social media post.
In Doha, Ambassador Vipul led a
mass singing of the national song
at an event the embassy described
as a “timeless tribute to the spirit
of patriotism and unity that binds

our nation”. In Riyadh, Ambassa-
dor Suhel Ajaz Khan joined the In-
dian community in singing 'Vande

Mataram', saying he felt “proud”
to pay tribute to the spirit of the
motherland. The High Commission
of India in Canberra organised a
community gathering in Perth
where High Commissioner D P
Singh led the recitation. "The col-
lective recitation was joined by the
all-women crew of the Tri-service

uu Continued on page 3

The Indian mission in Maldives marks the 150th anniversary of
Vande Mataram with a collective rendition and cultural perform-
ances, bringing together the local Indian community.

As we honour this immortal ode, we reaffirm
our resolve towards a confident, self-reliant
and resurgent Viksit Bharat 2047

World cup winning woman cricketer Richa Ghosh is seen along with her father Manabendra Ghosh, West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee,
Sports minister Aroop Biswas and two former Indian cricket captains - Sourav Ganguly and Jhulan Goswami - at the felicitation programme of
CAB in Kolkata on Saturday

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets supporters during the flagging off
of Vande Bharat Express trains at the railway station, in Varanasi.

‘’ Ottawa, High Commissioner Dinesh K Patnaik

In developed countries
across the world, the biggest
reason for their economic
growth has been their infra-
structure. In every nation
that has achieved major
progress, the driving force
behind it has been infra-
structure development

‘’

--PM Narendra Modi

Modi says first phase
voter turnout ‘65-volt
jhatka to jungle raj’

MI News Service, Sitamarhi
(Bihar) : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
was in full praise for the
highest turnout of voters in
the first phase of Bihar polls,
calling it is a 65-volt ‘jhatka’
to ‘jungle raj. Once again
launching a scathing attack
on RJD here this morning
from a public rally, the
Prime minister said, they
want to give ‘katta’ to peo-
ple, while the BJP is provid-
ing students with computers,
footballs, hockey sticks. “We
are providing students with
computers, footballs, hockey
sticks, but RJD talks about
giving ‘katta’ to the people.
“But the high voter turnout
of 65.08 per cent in the first
phase of polls came as a  65-
volt ‘jhatka’ to ‘jungle raj’,
the Prime minister said.

Meanwhile, claiming
that there were reports from

Bihar strengthening the evi-
dence of “vote chori”, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
has said that the main cul-
prits in this “murder of
democracy” are all the three
Election Commissioners,
particularly the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, who are
committing the “biggest
treachery against the Consti-
tution”. Meanwhile, the
Election Commission (EC)
today said the first phase of
the Bihar polls concluded
peacefully, with the “highest-
ever voter turnout of 65.08
per cent” recorded in the
history of the state. A total of
121 constituencies in 18 dis-
tricts went to polls in the first
phase, with an electorate of
more than 3.75 crore. The
second phase of voting will
be on November 11 and re-
sults will be declared on No-
vember 14.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public rally amid
the ongoing Bihar Assembly elections, in Bettiah, Bihar

MI News Service, Patna :
With over 65 per cent polling
in the first phase, the people
of Bihar has created a history
on Thursday as it was the
highest turnout of voters in
recent memory in the state,

the Election Commission of
India (ECI) said on Saturday.     

The final turnout in the
first phase of the Bihar as-
sembly polls is 65.08 per cent
and this was the highest in
the state's history, the Elec-

tion Commission said. A total
of 3.75 crore electorate in the
state’s 121 of the total 243
Assembly constituencies
were eligible to cast their
votes at 45,341 polling sta-
tions, including 36,733 in
rural areas, on November 6
to decide the electoral fate of
1,314 candidates, of whom
1,192 are men and 122
women. As per the latest up-
date provided by the office of
the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), Bihar, the "historic"
turnout of 65.08 per cent is
7.79 per cent more than the
consolidated polling percent-
age of the previous assembly
polls held in 2020, when 

uu Continued on page 3

Chinese firm bags contract to
print Nepal's Rs 1,000 bank notes
MI News Service, Kath-
mandu : Winning a very
competitive international
bidding, a   Chinese com-
pany has bagged a contract
to design and print 430 mil-
lion pieces of Nepal's Rs
1,000 denomination ban-
knotes, officials said on Sat-
urday.

Nepal Rastra Bank
(NRB) issued a letter of in-
tent to the China Banknote
Printing and Minting Corpo-
ration on Friday for the de-
sign, printing, supply and
delivery of the notes, the
bank officials said. The total
project cost has been fixed
at USD 16.985 million, ac-
cording to the Currency
Management Department of
the bank.

Under the agreement

and as per the  letter of in-
tent, the China Banknote
Printing and Minting Corpo-
ration will exclusively de-
sign, print, supply and
delivery of the notes, the
bank officials said adding
that the Chinese company
was selected for the 16 mil-
lion dollar contract on the
basis of the lowest evalu-
ated bid. The firm has pre-
viously printed Nepalese
banknotes of Rs 5, Rs 10, Rs
100, and Rs 500 denomina-
tions, the officials said.

Erlier the Nepal Rastra
Bank (NRB)  invited interna-
tional tenders for printing of
the national current Rs. It
has asked interested com-
panies to propose to print
new notes of Rs 1,000 de-
nomination.

Migrant workers, youth real X factor of
Bihar polls, not women: Prashant Kishor
MI News Service, Patna/
Supaul : Jan Suraaj Party
founder Prashant Kishor
on Saturday claimed that
migrant workers and the 

youth are the real "X fac-
tor" of the ongoing assem-
bly elections in Bihar, and
not the women. Speaking to
reporters in Supaul, the
former poll strategist urned

politician  claimed the
youth and migrant workers
are determined to vote for
change. "Migrant workers
are coming back home in
large numbers to vote
along with their families.
Migrant workers used to
vote for the NDA in the 
past because they had no 

uu Continued on page 3

Migrant workers are
coming back home in
large numbers to vote
along with their fam-
ilies. Migrant workers
used to vote for the
NDA in the past 
because they had no
alternative.

‘’

Prashant Kishor 

People carry an elderly man to a polling station at Danapur in
Patna during the first phase of the Bihar Assembly elections.

CM Mamata Backs
Sourav Ganguly for
ICC Chief, Calls Him
‘Pride of Bengal’ 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Saturday showered praise
on former India captain
Sourav Ganguly during a
glittering ceremony at
Eden Gardens, declaring
that the “Prince of
Kolkata” truly deserves to
be the next ICC President.
“We wanted Sourav to be
India’s captain, and he
made Bengal, the country,
and the world proud. Now
I say he should be the ICC
President. 

He may not be there
today, but one day he def-
initely will,” Mamata said,
drawing huge applause
from the crowd.Calling
Eden Gardens a temple of
sports, the Chief Minister
remarked, “This is not just
Eden Gardens—it is the
Golden Garden. Gold
comes out of this ground.”
She recalled Ganguly’s fa-
mous celebration at Lord’s
during the 2002 NatWest
Trophy final, saying, “That
moment still makes every
Indian proud.”“Sourav’s
identity is global. Today,
he may be the CAB Presi-
dent, but his fame goes far
beyond Bengal. 

He has given so much
to cricket. I still remember
that iconic shirt-waving
celebration at Lord’s,” Ma-
mata said. “Bengal has al-
ways led the way in
sports, and Sourav’s lead-
ership gave Indian cricket
a new spirit.”Taking a
veiled dig at cricket poli-
tics, Banerjee added, “Let
me tell an uncomfortable
truth—who truly deserved
to be ICC President? It was
Sourav. No one else. He
may have been denied this
time, but it’s not easy to
stop him. 

One day, he will surely
sit on that chair.”She went
on to describe Ganguly as
“not just a player but the
pride of Bengal,” saying
his fearless leadership re-
shaped Indian cricket.The
Chief Minister also
praised Bengal’s women
athletes, congratulating
Richa Ghosh, Jhulan
Goswami, and others. 

“Our daughters are
excelling in every sport—
cricket, football, swim-
ming, archery. I believe
Bengal’s archers will win
Olympic medals soon,”
she said. 

Mamata reminisced
about her tenure as
Youth and Sports Minis-
ter in 1991, recalling how
athletes like Naeemud-
din, Subrata Bhat-
tacharya, and Achrekar
were honoured, while
swimmer Bula Chowd-
hury earned the Arjuna
Award after fulfilling a
personal challenge  she
had set. “Players like
Jhulan have sacrificed
everything for the game.
Their hard work is now
paying off. I congratulate
Richa, her teammates,
and the entire Indian
women’s team for mak-
ing India proud.”

File | Photo 
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MI News Service,  
Sonarpur:   The first 
State-Level Convention of 
RMBKS–PROTAN in West 
Bengal was successfully held 
today at the Satyajit Ray In-
stitute, Sonarpur, South 24 
Parganas. The convention 
witnessed the enthusiastic 
participation of more than 
200 teachers, employees, in-
tellectuals, and representa-
tives from SC, ST, OBC, and 
Minority communities across 
various districts of the state.

RMBKS (Rashtriya Mul-
nibasi Bahujan Karmachari 
Sangh) is a registered trade 
union functioning under the 
guidance of the Backward 
and Minorities Employees 
Communities Federation 
(BAMCEF). Similarly, PRO-
TAN (Professors, Teachers 
and Non-Teaching Associ-
ation) is another affiliated 
body working to organize ed-
ucators and non-teaching 
employees under the broader 
mission of social justice envi-
sioned by BAMCEF.

The convention aimed to 

promote unity among indige-
nous (Mulnibasi) and Bahujan 
communities, while deliber-
ating on key issues related to 
education, employment, and 
socio-economic rights. The 
discussions revolved around 
strategies to strengthen col-
lective action and awareness 
among marginalized employ-
ees and educators in West 
Bengal.

The convention was pre-
sided over by Shri Waman 
Meshram, National President 
of BAMCEF, who attended as 
the chief guest and presiding 
dignitary (Adhikshya). In his 
keynote address, Meshram 
highlighted that the admin-
istrative, judicial, and media 
systems in India continue to 
be dominated by upper-caste 
elites, leading to the system-
atic exclusion of SC, ST, OBC, 
and Minority communities 
from positions of authority 
and influence. He warned 
that the ongoing privatization 
of education, healthcare, and 
employment sectors is deep-
ening inequality and depriv-

ing marginalized sections of 
their rightful opportunities.

He also strongly empha-
sized the EVM-related elec-
toral irregularities, asserting 
that the Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM) system has un-
dermined democratic integ-
rity and enabled Brahminical 
forces to capture power and 
control national institutions, 
thereby weakening the con-
stitutional democracy envi-

sioned by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
Speakers from different 

districts of West Bengal ex-
pressed serious concerns 
over the New Education Pol-
icy (NEP) 2020, describing it 
as a policy of complete privat-
ization that would push Bahu-
jan and minority students out 
of access to quality education. 
Delegates also discussed the 
negative implications of the 
New Pension Scheme (NPS) 

and reiterated the demand 
for restoration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS) to ensure 
job security and dignity for 
employees.

The participants unani-
mously stressed the necessity 
of proportional representa-
tion of SC, ST, OBC, and Mi-
nority communities in both 
government and private sec-
tors, in accordance with their 
population share, as a means 
to achieve true social justice.

The session concluded with 
a strong resolution to ex-
pand the organizational net-
work of RMBKS and PROTAN 
throughout West Bengal and 
to continue the struggle for 
equality, justice, and repre-
sentation. The leaders called 
upon all marginalized em-
ployees, teachers, and work-
ers to unite under the banner 
of BAMCEF and its affiliated 
organizations to safeguard 
constitutional and social 
rights for future generations. 

(Offshoot organisations 
of the Mother Organisation – 
BAMCEF)

MI News Service, Malda:   
Allegations of large-scale ir-
regularities have surfaced in 
the Bangla Awas Yojana at 
Harishchandrapur in Malda, 
where a government survey 
worker has been accused of 
diverting a housing benefit 
by falsely claiming a poor 
villager’s dilapidated hut as 
another person’s unmade 
house. The incident has trig-
gered political uproar across 
the region. The complainant, 
Pitambar Das of Bangab-
ari village under Tulsihata 
gram panchayat, lives in a 
mud house on the verge of 
collapse. Pitambar Das said 
his name initially appeared 
on the housing scheme list, 
and administrative staff had 
visited his home and record-
ed photographs. Days later, 

his name vanished from the 
list, reportedly replaced by 
that of another person who 
already owns a multi-storey 
building.

Pitambar Das alleged that 
the survey official respon-
sible for preparing the ben-
eficiary list connived in the 
fraud. “They showed some-
one else’s concrete house 
as mine and removed my 
name. I have filed a written 
complaint to the Block De-
velopment Officer, demand-
ing justice,” he said. Local 
political tensions have since 
flared. The BJP has accused 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
workers of embezzling funds 
meant for the poor under 
the guise of the state-run 
housing scheme. Party lead-
ers claimed that the central 

government halted financial 
allocations due to such ram-
pant corruption, but local 
Trinamool leaders continued 
to manipulate the scheme 
using administrative links. 
Trinamool Congress, how-
ever, dismissed the charges 
and blamed the central gov-
ernment for stalling funds for 
Bengal’s welfare programs. 
Party leader Marjina Khatun 
stated, “The Centre stopped 
the money. Our Chief Minis-
ter is ensuring the poor get 
homes. If irregularities are 
found, the administration 
will investigate and take ac-
tion.”District officials are in-
vestigating the complaint to 
determine whether misuse of 
beneficiary data or manipu-
lation in the housing survey 
took place

MI News Service,  
Birbhum:   The state gov-
ernment will not take any 
immediate action regarding 
the much-debated reloca-
tion of Santiniketan’s fa-
mous Sonajhuri Haat until 
the ongoing court case over 
its land is settled, State Min-
ister Chandranath Sinha 
confirmed on Friday. The 
weekly market, a cultural 
and tourism landmark near 
Bolpur, currently operates 
on land belonging to the 
Forest Department.Uncer-
tainty has surrounded the 
future of Sonajhuri Haat for 
months, with traders and 
artisans expressing concern 
about possible displace-
ment. The matter escalated 
after legal proceedings be-

gan over conducting trade 
activities on forest land. Ad-
dressing the issue during a 
Synergy and Trade Confer-
ence organized by the State 
Small, Medium and Cottage 
Industries Department at 
Biswa Bangla University 
Auditorium, Minister Sinha 
clarified, “Sonajhuri Haat 
continues as usual.

But since the case is be-
fore the court, the govern-
ment will wait for the court’s 
decision. The next step will 
depend entirely on the ver-
dict.”Sources in the district 
administration indicated that 
if the High Court orders a re-
location, the state is explor-
ing an alternative site — pos-
sibly in the Ahmedpur area 
— where a proposed busi-

ness park may be developed 
on the premises of a defunct 
sugar mill. Officials said the 
aim would be to rehabilitate 
traders without disrupting 
their livelihoods.Traders in 
Bolpur, however, remain anx-
ious, fearing that the charm 
and footfall of the iconic haat 
could be lost if it is moved. 
Sonajhuri Haat has long 
been a major attraction for 
Santiniketan visitors, known 
for its blend of handicrafts, 
tribal art, and folk music. 
Trinamool’s Birbhum Core 
Committee convener, Anu-
brata Mondal, who was also 
present at the conference, 
refrained from commenting 
on Sonajhuri Haat’s legal 
uncertainty but expressed 
optimism about the district’s 
industrial prospects. “There 
are discussions about new 
industries in Birbhum. It is 
a positive development, and 
I am happy to see progress 
coming,” Mondal said. For 
now, all eyes remain on the 
High Court, whose ruling will 
determine the fate of one of 
Bengal’s most beloved week-
end markets.

MI News Service,  
Bardhaman:   A shocking 
case of alleged negligence 
at Bardhaman Medical 
College and Hospital has 
sparked outrage after 
the family of a deceased 
woman accused the fa-
cility of transfusing the 
wrong blood, leading to 
her death. The incident 
has raised serious ques-
tions about procedural 
lapses in one of the state’s 
major government hospi-
tals.The deceased, iden-
tified as Namita Bagdi of 
Burdwan, was admitted 
to the hospital after a 
snake bite. On November 
2, a mix-up allegedly oc-
curred when blood meant 
for another patient — also 
named Namita — was ad-
ministered to her. Family 
members claim that the 
blood brought for Namita 
Majhi, another admitted 

woman, was mistakenly 
given to Bagdi.Following 
the transfusion, Bagdi’s 
condition allegedly dete-
riorated rapidly. Despite 
being shifted to the ICU, 
she succumbed to com-
plications soon after. Her 
distraught father, Dukari 
Bagdi, voiced his anguish, 
saying, “What will hap-
pen now? Will I ever get 
my daughter back?” The 
family maintains that her 
health worsened only af-
ter hospital staff admin-
istered the wrong blood 
and blames the nursing 
staff for negligence.The 
hospital authorities, how-
ever, have contested the 
allegations. The Medical 
Superintendent-cum-Vice 
Principal stated, “The pa-
tient was brought in with a 
snake bite and was in crit-
ical condition. After some 
media reports suggested 

a blood mix-up, we con-
ducted an internal inquiry. 
No written complaint was 
submitted initially, but lat-
er her son filed one after 
her death. The exact cause 
of death will be confirmed 
only after the post-mor-
tem.”Meanwhile, relatives 
of the other patient, Na-
mita Majhi, who report-
edly received the correct 
blood, said she was re-
covering well and was set 
to be discharged before a 
brief relapse that required 
further observation. Her 
family denied any issues 
with the transfusion.The 
deceased’s son, Rahul Bag-
di, insisted that his moth-
er was improving steadily 
after the initial treatment 
and had even begun dial-
ysis successfully. “She was 
doing fine. Suddenly, she 
developed breathing trou-
ble at night and was taken 
back to the ICU. By morn-
ing, she was gone,” he 
said. The family has filed a 
formal complaint with the 
hospital superintendent 
accusing the medical staff 
of negligence resulting in 
wrongful death.Police have 
been informed, and health 
authorities are expected 
to review the hospital’s 
transfusion procedures. 
The post-mortem report 
is awaited to establish the 
exact cause of death.

MI News Service, North 24 
Pgs:   Rifle Factory Ishapore, 
a unit of Advanced Weapons 
and Equipment India Limited, 
Government of India Enter-
prise, Ministry of Defence ob-
served "Vigilance Awareness 
Week 2025" from 27th Octo-
ber to 2nd November 2025 in 
befitting manner as per the 
directions of Central Vigilance 
Commission, New Delhi, Direc-
torate of Ordnance (Coordinate 
Services) Kolkata and AWEIL 
(Hq.) Vigilance Section Kanpur.

Vigilance Awareness Week 
is celebrated in the birth an-
niversary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, the Iron Man of 
India who embodied the val-
ues of unity, integrity and na-
tion-building. This year, the 
Central Vigilance Commission 
has decided to observe Vigi-
lance Awareness Week from 
27th October to 2nd Novembar 
2025 with the theme of :"Vig-
ilance : Our Shared Responsi-
bility"

According to the directives 
of Central Vigilance Commis-
sion (CVC), this year, Vigi-
lance Section of Rifle Fectory 
Ishapore carried out several 
programmes, like "Vigilance 
Awareness Week - 2025 Rally" 
on the opening ceremony i.e. 

on 27/10/2025,"Pledge taking” 
in Hindi & English languages 
among the all factory employ-
ees.

Posters / Banners / Flexes 
with CVC theme were dis-
played, inside and outside 
premises of the Rifle Factory, 
to spread awareness among 
all employees of RFI and RFHS 
students and teachers.

"Slogan writing" & "Essay 
writing" competitions were 
organized in three different 
languages i.e. Hindi, English 
and Bengali amongst the Rifle 
Factory employees. The said 
competitions were held at Rifle 
Factory High School Ishapore 
in two different languages i.e. 
Hindi & English among the 
Students of Class-VIII, IX  and  
X.

Conducted Training for ca-
pacity building as per Central 
Vigilance Commission (CVC) 
given topics "Framing of 
Charge Sheet, Enquiry & Re-
port" to spread awareness of 
this endevour.

Merit Certificates and Priz-
es were distributed to the 
winners of "Slogan writing" & 
"Essay writing" competition 
among the Rifle Factory em-
ployees and Rifle Factory High 
Scholars.

MI News Service, Malda:   
A clerical error in the voter 
list allegedly drove a young 
man in Malda to attempt sui-
cide out of fear and mental 
distress. The incident, which 
occurred in Nazirpur village 
under Mahendrapur Gram 
Panchayat of Harishchan-
drapur, has sparked political 
controversy and drawn sharp 
criticism from the victim’s fam-
ily against election authorities. 
The youth, identified as Rajesh 
Ali, consumed poison on Fri-
day evening and was first tak-
en to Harishchandrapur Rural 
Hospital in critical condition. 
As his condition deteriorated, 
he was transferred to Chan-
chal Super Specialty Hospital, 
where he remains under inten-
sive care.

According to his family, the 
issue erupted after Rajesh dis-
covered that his father’s name, 
previously recorded as Adil in 
the 2002 voter list, had been 
wrongly entered in the updat-
ed list. The mismatch alleged-
ly caused him intense anxiety 

over potential verification is-
sues under the electoral sys-
tem. “Everything is correct on 
his Aadhaar card and old voter 
card, but in the latest list, even 
his father’s name went wrong. 
He panicked and drank poi-
son,” said his brother, Mafizul 
Islam. Enraged relatives have 
blamed the Election Commis-
sion for negligence, demand-
ing an immediate correction 
of the records. The incident 
prompted Harishchandrapur 
MLA and State Minister Tajmul 
Hossain to rush to the hospital 
and meet the victim’s family. 
Trinamool Congress leaders 
have seized the opportunity to 
criticize what they termed “bu-
reaucratic chaos under central 
oversight” of voter data. The 
party alleged that such admin-
istrative lapses are eroding 
public trust in the electoral 
process. Police are investigat-
ing the complaint filed by the 
family, while election officials 
have promised to review the 
records and verify the source 
of the error.

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata:   Winter has set foot in 
Bengal earlier than expected, 
bringing a sudden chill across 
the state and surprising me-
teorologists with an unusual 
temperature pattern. In a 
rare twist, the western dis-
trict of Birbhum — particu-
larly Shantiniketan and Srin-
iketan — has recorded lower 
temperatures than the hill 
town of Kalimpong. Accord-
ing to meteorological scientist 
Sourish Banerjee, the “setting 
in” of winter conditions has 
officially begun in the state. 
Dry, clear skies and cold 
northwesterly winds are pre-
vailing across Gangetic South 
Bengal. Over the next four 
days, the night temperature 
is expected to drop further by 
two to four degrees.

Shantiniketan has already 
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 15.8 degrees Cel-
sius, while Kalimpong stood 
at 16 degrees on Saturday 
morning. The hill station of 
Darjeeling recorded a cool-
er 10 degrees but remains 
within its normal November 
range. The phenomenon has 
sparked curiosity as the plains 
in western Bengal are cur-
rently outpacing some hilly 
zones in terms of temperature 
decline.In Kolkata, mercury 
levels are gradually sliding 
toward the winter mark. The 
capital recorded around 20 

degrees on Saturday night, 
and the Met office predicts a 
dip to 17–18 degrees by Tues-
day. Daytime highs across the 
city are also likely to settle 
between 28 and 29 degrees 
Celsius after Monday. In west-
ern districts such as Birbhum, 
Bankura, and Purulia, nights 
will remain significantly cold-
er, hovering between 13 and 
14 degrees. Meanwhile, mete-
orologists have noted a sharp 
localised drop in temperature 
in areas near Uluberia in 
Howrah district. This sudden 
cold surge, experts say, is 
likely the result of small-scale 
geographical and structural 
variations, rather than any 
widespread meteorological 
anomaly. “Such regional fluc-
tuations are not uncommon 
and usually arise from wind 
flow patterns and land sur-
face characteristics,” the Met 
office stated. In North Bengal, 
light rain is expected in parts 
of Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
on Saturday night, though 
the overall forecast points to 
a prolonged stretch of dry, 
cold weather statewide. Night 
temperatures are projected to 
remain below normal for the 
next seven days across both 
North and South Bengal. For 
winter-starved Bengalis, the 
long wait appears finally over 
— the season of misty morn-
ings and woolen evenings has 
arrived ahead of schedule.

MI News Service, Birbhum:   
A trivial dispute over a goat 
eating paddy turned fatal in 
Kusumgariya village of Lavpur, 
Birbhum, triggering a violent 
clash between two Trinamool 
Congress factions that left 
one party worker dead and 
several injured. The deceased 
has been identified as Abdul 
Rahman Mallick. According 
to police, the incident began 
when a goat allegedly strayed 
into Mallick’s field and fed on 
the paddy crop. An alterca-
tion broke out soon afterward 
between Mallick and another 
local resident, Abdul Mannan. 
The quarrel escalated into 
a full-blown clash involving 
members of both sides, armed 
with sticks and sharp weap-
ons.

Police from Lavpur station 
rushed to the scene but by the 
time reinforcement arrived un-
der the Bolpur SDPO, multiple 
people had sustained injuries. 
Abdul Rahman Mallick was 
taken to a nursing home in Si-
uri, where he later succumbed 
to his injuries. His death has 

sparked tension across the vil-
lage, prompting heavy police 
deployment to prevent further 
unrest. The deceased’s son, 
Kanak Mallick, alleged that 
Mannan and his associates had 
previously threatened his fa-
ther. “My father went to speak 
after their goat ate rice from 
our land. Mannan threatened 
to kill him, and later struck 
him on the head with a sword 
and rod,” he claimed. The 
family has lodged a complaint 
naming 15 people, of whom 
police have arrested seven so 
far. Lavpur MLA Abhijit Singh 
dismissed speculation of an 
intra-party feud, asserting 
that local tensions arose from 
a personal dispute. “Everyone 
in that village belongs to Trin-
amool. This was not a political 
clash but an altercation be-
tween two families over land 
and crop,” Singh stated. Police 
have registered a case of mur-
der and unlawful assembly, 
and investigations are under-
way to determine whether po-
litical rivalry played any role in 
the violence.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Amid growing anxiety across 
Bengal over the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls, election of-
ficials have clarified that the 
omission of a name from the 
list does not raise any question 
about a person’s citizenship. 
The clarification comes as 
confusion spreads among res-
idents fearing exclusion from 
voter records. The Election 
Commission has confirmed 
that the SIR, currently under-
way in nine states and three 
union territories, is a routine 
process aimed at updating and 
verifying voter rolls. Contrary 
to popular belief, this is not 
the first SIR exercise in Ben-
gal — similar revisions were 
conducted eight times between 
1951 and 2004. However, 
this year’s phase has gained 
heightened attention due to 
misinformation linking it to cit-
izenship status.

Under the current process, 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 
are visiting households to dis-
tribute enumeration forms, 
which have two sections — 
one retained by the BLO and 
the other kept by the vot-
er. Residents must indicate 
whether their name, or their 
parents’ name, appeared on 
the 2002 voter list. If con-
firmed, no additional docu-
ments are required. In cases 
where individuals are unavail-

able during the visit, BLOs will 
make up to three attempts or 
provide guidance for complet-
ing the form later, including 
through an online option for 
those outside the country. Af-
ter enumeration concludes, 
the Election Commission will 
release a draft electoral roll 
on December 9, allowing citi-
zens to verify their entries on-
line or at local offices. Those 
whose names are missing will 
have the opportunity to file 
claims or objections by sub-
mitting basic documents such 
as proof of address. Following 
verification, the final voter 
list is scheduled for publica-
tion on February 7.Officials 
reiterated that non-inclusion 
in either the draft or final list 
does not equate to loss of cit-
izenship. “The voter card is a 
proof of identity, not proof of 
citizenship. Similarly, missing 
from the electoral roll does 
not mean a person ceases to 
be a citizen,” a senior elec-
tion official said. Citizens can 
reapply online or through the 
BLO at any stage to have their 
names restored. Experts have 
urged residents to remain 
calm and participate in the 
revision process. The Election 
Commission emphasized that 
the aim of the SIR is to ensure 
accuracy and inclusion — not 
exclusion — and there is no 
connection between SIR and 
determining citizenship.

MI News Service, Hooghly:   A 
new controversy has surfaced in 
Chunchura, Hooghly, amid Bengal’s 
ongoing Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, after it was 
revealed that a Booth Level Officer 
(BLO) assigned to distribute enu-
meration forms does not have her 
own family listed in the 2002 voter 
roll. The disclosure has triggered 
political murmurs and renewed 
questions over the authenticity and 
accessibility of old electoral data.
The incident involves BLO Ami-
ta Biswas of Booth No. 196 in the 
Keota area of Chunchura. While 
distributing SIR verification forms 
door to door, it emerged that none 
of her immediate family members 
— including her husband, father-
in-law, or brother-in-law — appear 
in the 2002 voter list being used as 
a reference point for the current 
revision.

Speaking to reporters, Amita 
admitted the anomaly and said, 
“My father-in-law, Samarendra 
Biswas, is 86 years old and has 

lived in Keota for over fifty years. 
Yet, his name is missing from the 
2002 list. Many families are facing 
the same issue. I can provide doc-
uments to verify our residence, 
but there are several people who 
no longer have any papers to 
prove their eligibility.” She add-
ed that her own name does not 
appear in the old list as she was 
not of voting age then, although 
her parents’ names are recorded. 
Her husband, Shuvendu Biswas, 
echoed similar concerns, stating, 
“We have voted before and after 
2002, but our names were never 
found in that particular electoral 
list. Those who have valid papers 
will be fine, but others without 
documents may find it extreme-
ly difficult to verify their names 
now. This can cause unneces-
sary complications, especially for 
older residents.”The issue has 
drawn local political attention, as 
it highlights recurring flaws and 
inconsistencies in voter list main-
tenance. 

MI News Service,  
Alipurduar:   A chilling 
case of infanticide has sent 
shockwaves through the 
South Chechakhata area of 
Alipurduar Junction, where 
a seven-month-old baby 
was found dead after being 
strangled and dumped in 
nearby bushes. The child’s 
mother has reportedly con-
fessed to the crime during 
police interrogation. The 
grim sequence began Friday 
afternoon when the infant, 
son of Joydeep Ghosh, was 
reported missing from the 
family’s residence.

According to initial state-
ments, the mother had told 
her father-in-law that the 
baby had vanished while 
she was bathing. Panic 
spread through the neigh-
borhood as relatives and 
locals launched a frantic 
search, suspecting a case of 
child abduction. Police from 
Alipurduar station quickly 
swung into action, deploy-
ing sniffer dogs, combing 
the surrounding areas, and 
examining CCTV footage 
to trace the missing child. 
Surveillance was intensified 
at the railway station amid 
fears that the baby might 
have been taken away. 
However, as investigations 
deepened, inconsistencies 
emerged in the family’s 
statements, prompting offi-
cers to question the mother 
further. Late Friday night, 
under interrogation, the 
mother broke down and 
confessed to killing her 
child. Acting on her state-
ment, police located the in-
fant’s body in a bush behind 
the house. The discovery left 
neighbors stunned. Authori-
ties have yet to establish the 
motive behind the horrifying 
act. Locals suspect the wom-
an might have been suffer-
ing from psychological dis-
tress. Police have launched 
a detailed investigation to 
uncover the circumstances 
leading to the tragic death. 
The body has been sent for 
postmortem, and the moth-
er remains in police custody 
as the probe continues.

MI News Service, Uluberia:   
A gruesome accident on Ulu-
beria’s Amta Road late Fri-
day night left two unidenti-
fied youths dead, their bodies 
found lying in pools of blood 
on both sides of the road. 
The horrifying sight stunned 
locals, who discovered the 
bodies beside a mangled 
motorcycle around 11 p.m. 
According to police sources, 
the cause of the accident re-
mains unclear. Investigators 
are examining CCTV footage 
from nearby establishments 
to determine whether the 
two were struck by another 
vehicle or lost control of their 
bike. The bodies were sent 
to Uluberia Sarat Chandra 
Chatterjee Medical College 
and Hospital for post-mor-
tem examination.

Eyewitnesses recounted 
the shocking scene. “At first, 
we saw a bike lying in the 
dark. When we went clos-
er, we found two boys lying 
motionless. Blood was flow-
ing across the road,” said a 
local resident who immedi-
ately alerted police. Officers 
from Uluberia police station 
reached the spot and began 
the recovery operation. As 
of Saturday morning, efforts 
are ongoing to identify the 
deceased youths. Police have 
collected evidence from the 
scene and are probing all 
possible angles, including 
reckless driving or a possi-
ble hit-and-run. Incidentally, 
Friday turned into a day of 
road tragedy across the re-
gion. In a separate mishap, a 
private passenger bus in Kol-
kata’s Rajarhat area plunged 
into the Kharoa Canal after 
reportedly speeding, leav-
ing around 40 passengers 
injured. The dual incidents 
have once again raised con-
cerns over increasing road 
accidents and reckless driv-
ing on state highways.
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CM Honours Richa Ghosh

with Banga Bhushan

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee led a
grand felicitation ceremony
at Eden Gardens to honour
India’s T20 World Cup–win-
ning cricketer Richa Ghosh,
turning the venue into a fes-
tive hub of pride and cele-
bration. The event,
organized by the Cricket As-
sociation of Bengal (CAB),
marked a moment of glory
for Bengal’s “golden girl.”
Banerjee personally con-
ferred upon Richa one of the
state’s highest civilian hon-
ours, the BangaBhushan
award, and announced her
appointment as Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police (DSP)
in the West Bengal Police.
Along with these recogni-
tions, Richa received a ₹34
lakh cash prize and a gold-
plated bat and ball as tokens
of appreciation.

During the event, the
Chief Minister praised
Richa’s grit and persever-
ance, describing her as a
“symbol of Bengal’s emerg-
ing women power.” Banerjee
said, “Richa has made India
and Bengal proud. She is
proof that talent, when nur-
tured with dedication and
hard work, can take you to
the world stage. Bengal will
always stand by its daugh-
ters.” The ceremony was at-
tended by several notable

personalities, including
Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas, Minister of State
Manoj Tiwary, CAB Presi-
dent and former Indian cap-
tain SouravGanguly, and
JhulanGoswami, among oth-
ers.

Banerjee’s warm gesture
underscored her govern-
ment’s commitment to pro-
moting sports and
recognizing women achiev-
ers. She emphasized that the
state is focused on providing
opportunities to young ath-
letes across disciplines and
ensuring they receive institu-
tional support to reach inter-
national levels.  “Bengal is
proud of its daughters who
are shining globally — be it
in sports, education, or arts,”
Banerjee remarked. “Richa’s
achievement will inspire
many young girls in small
towns to dream big and
work hard. The government
will continue to stand beside
them.”

As the Eden Gardens
crowd cheered, Banerjee
personally handed Richa the
golden bat, symbolizing the
state’s admiration. The mo-
ment, filled with applause
and emotion, reflected both
the sporting spirit of Bengal
and Mamata Banerjee’s en-
during push to empower
women achievers through
recognition and respect.

Bengal is proud of its daughters who
are shining globally — be it in sports,
education, or arts --CM Mamata Banerjee

Abhishek Forms Special Team to Visit SIR Vic-
tims’ Families, Announces Rs 3 Lakh Aid Each

MI News Service, Kolkata: Amid rising
panic over the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bengal, the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
has decided to reach out to the families
of individuals who allegedly died due
to stress or fear surrounding the
process. Abhishek Banerjee, TMC’s na-
tional general secretary, has formed a
special team to visit these bereaved
families and provide both emotional
and financial assistance. Each affected
family will receive ₹3 lakh as compen-
sation from the party.

Starting Saturday, senior party
leaders will begin visiting the homes of
those who reportedly died by suicide or
from heart attacks linked to SIR-re-
lated anxiety. Samirul Islam and
ParthaBhowmik will visit the family of
PradipKar in the evening, while Dr.
Shashi Panja and SudipRaha will travel
to Titagarh around 4 PM. Chandrima
Bhattacharya and SudipRaha will visit

Dankuni later in the day, and Jaya
Dutta, along with local leaders, will go
to Hooghly. Arup Chakraborty and his
team will head to Uluberia. Since the SIR
process began, a wave of anxiety-driven
deaths has been reported from several
parts of Bengal, including Agarpara,
Cooch Behar, Dankuni, Digha, Uluberia,
Kandi, Behrampore, Ilambazar, and re-
cently from Sainthia, Kulpi, and

Dhupguri. In Sainthia, 52-year-old Bi-
manPramanik reportedly died of cardiac
arrest after days of distress over an error
in the 2002 voter list where his and his
sister’s surnames were mistakenly
recorded as “Pal” instead of “Pramanik.”
Despite assurances from local officials,
he remained anxious and succumbed to
a heart attack on Wednesday evening. In
South 24 Parganas’ Kulpi area, another
tragic death was reported. Shahabud-
din Paik, a resident of Kalicharanpur
village, suffered a fatal stroke after
learning from a BLO that his wife’s
name was missing from the voter list.
He was admitted to Diamond Harbour
Hospital but passed away shortly after.
The TMC has blamed the Election Com-
mission for “creating unnecessary fear”
among citizens, while accusing the BJP
of exploiting the situation politically. The
BJP, in turn, has dismissed the allega-
tions as “an attempt to divert attention
from administrative failures.”

India moving fast on path of
all round development : PM 

First phase of Bihar polls recorded  
highest turnout in state's history: EC

Indian missions world-
wide mark 150 years of
Vande Mataram with
cultural events Migrant workers, youth

real X factor of Bihar
polls, not women:
Prashant Kishor

From PG 1
rapidly on this path." "Trains
like Vande Bharat, Namo
Bharat and Amrit Bharat
are laying the foundation of
a new generation of Indian
Railways. "Vande Bharat is a
train of Indians, built by In-
dians for Indians, of which
every Indian is proud," he
said.Now even foreign trav-
ellers are amazed by Vande
Bharat. Today, India has
launched a campaign to im-
prove its resources for a de-
veloped India and these
trains are going to be a mile-
stone in that, he added. With
the addition of the four new
trains, the Prime minister
said, more than 160 Vande
Bharat Express trains are
now operational in the coun-
try. He further stated that
spiritual tourism has be-
come a major source of in-
come and has ushered in
development in Uttar
Pradesh and several other
states. "In our country, pil-
grimage has for centuries
been considered a medium
of national consciousness.
These journeys are not
merely routes for darshan of
deities, but a sacred tradi-
tion that connects the soul of
India," PM Modi said. Places
like Prayagraj, Ayodhya,
Haridwar, Chitrakoot and
Kurukshetra  in Uttar
Pradesh alone are the cen-
tres of our spiritual beliefs,"
he said. Today, as these sa-
cred destinations are being
connected through the
Vande Bharat network, it is

also linking India's culture,
faith and development. This
is an important step towards
making symbols of India's
heritage a representation of
national growth, he said.
"These journeys also have
an economic aspect, which
is often not discussed. Over
the past 11 years, the devel-
opment work done in Uttar
Pradesh has elevated pil-
grimage tourism to a new
level," the PM said.

"Last year, more than 11
crore devotees came to
Kashi for Baba Vishwanath's
darshan, and since the con-
struction of the Ram Temple,
over 6 crore people have vis-
ited Ayodhya to seek the
blessings of Ram Lalla.
"These devotees have con-
tributed thousands of crores
of rupees to Uttar Pradesh's
economy and provided
steady income to hotel own-
ers, transport operators,
local artists and boatmen,"
he said. This has created
new and diverse opportuni-
ties for the youth,  PM Modi
noted. "Hundreds of young
people in Varanasi are now
starting new ventures, from
transport to local busi-
nesses. Because of all this,
the doors of prosperity are
opening in Kashi and
across Uttar Pradesh," he
said. To realise the dream
of a 'Viksit Bharat' (Devel-
oped India) from a 'Viksit
Kashi', numerous infra-
structure projects are being
undertaken here, the Prime
minister said. 

From PG 1
57.29 per cent of the electors had cast their votes. Of the 3.75
crore voters, 1.98 crore are men and 1.76 crore women.
Women had come out in large numbers to exercise their fran-
chise in the November 6 polls. Two districts – Muzaffarpur and
Samastipur – recorded over 70 per cent voting. While Muzaf-
farpur registered 71.81 per cent turnout, it was 71.74 per cent
in Samastipur. Besides, other districts that recorded a high
polling percentage were Madhepura (69.59%), Saharsa
(69.38%), Vaishali (68.50%) and Khagaria (67.90%). Patna dis-
trict recorded 59.02 per cent voting, while Lakhisarai regis-
tered 64.98 per cent, Munger 62.74 and Siwan 60.61 per cent
respectively.. The remaining 122 seats of the 243-member as-
sembly will vote on November 11, while the counting will take
place on November 14. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has thanked the people of Bihar for their immense sup-
port in the first phase of elections and sought their   blessings
also in the second and final phase on next Tuesday for 122
more seats Announcing this in a post on X, PM Modi said, “My
family members, who have taken the resolve of ‘Developed
Bihar’, are going to ensure a massive majority for the NDA
even in the second and final phase of the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions. Amidst this immense support, I will seek the blessings
of the people-public in Sitamarhi and in Bettiah.”(which will
go to the polls in the second phase) The ECI also thanked the
people for the peaceful conclusion of the first phase of the
Bihar polls with no report of any major incident of violence
and disruption of polling from anywhere. A total of 121 con-
stituencies in 18 districts went to polls in the first phase. The
second phase of voting will be on November 11 and results
will be declared on November 14.

From PG 1
alternative," he said, claim-
ing that this time, they
were voting for his party.
"The PM earlier used to get
votes of migrant workers
and people in general by
spreading fear of RJD's
'jungle raj'. However, he is
unable to get a sense of the
current ground situation.
People who apprehended
the resurgence of 'jungle
raj' in Bihar can see an al-
ternative this election in
Jan Suraaj," he added.
Kishor claimed the 'vote
chori' allegation of the Con-
gress is a non-issue in the
Bihar polls. "Ask any per-
son on the street, nobody's
name was deleted from the
electoral rolls in the seats
that went to the polls in the
first phase," he said. Politi-
cal strategist-turned-politi-
cian Prashant Kishor on
Friday attributed the record
voter turnout in the first
phase of Bihar assembly
elections – the highest since
Independence – to two key
factors: a growing public
yearning for political change
and the unexpected partici-
pation of migrant workers
who returned to the state
during the festive season.

From PG 1
expedition 'Samudra
Pradakshina' on board IASV
Triveni - a stirring tribute to
India’s spirit, unity and Nari
Shakti across the seas," the
mission said in a social
media post.  In London, offi-
cials of the High Commis-
sion joined in singing the
national song, calling it a
tribute to a "timeless ode to
our motherland that contin-
ues to inspire unity, pride,
and love for India". Several
other Indian missions, in-
cluding those in Nepal, Peru,
Chile, Argentina, Colombia,
Dubai, Singapore, and South
Africa, also organised
recitations and community
events to mark the 150th
anniversary of the national
song. On 24 January 1950,
the Constituent Assembly of
India officially adopted
'Vande Mataram' as the na-
tional song, giving it endur-
ing significance. Prime
Minister Modi, in his speech
on Friday, said Vande
Mataram "connects us to
our history and gives our fu-
ture new courage". Noting
that the song is relevant in
every era, Modi, in an ap-
parent reference to Opera-
tion Sindoor, said, "When
the enemy dared to attack
our security and honour
using terrorism, the world
saw that India knows how to
take the form of Durga."

Kalyan Banerjee Seeks 
Stronger Cyber Fraud Laws

EC Orders Action
Against BLOs for
Improper SIR Form
Distribution
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Election Commission has
issued a strict directive
against Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) accused of distributing
SIR (Special Intensive Revi-
sion) forms from unautho-
rized locations instead of
visiting voters’ homes. The
Commission has ordered
Electoral Registration Officers
(EROs) to issue show-cause
notices to such BLOs and ini-
tiate disciplinary proceedings
if necessary. Reports had
been pouring in from several
districts that BLOs were
handing out voter revision
forms from party offices, local
leaders’ homes, or even road-
side setups, instead of con-
ducting door-to-door
distribution as per protocol.

In response, the Commission
convened a meeting on Sat-
urday and reviewed the
growing number of allega-
tions. It was noted that de-
spite repeated instructions,
many BLOs continued to flout
EC guidelines by distributing
forms from arbitrary loca-
tions rather than conducting
the mandated home visits.
The Commission, taking seri-
ous note of the matter, has
now directed strict discipli-
nary action and show-cause
proceedings against the 
violators.

Vidyasagar Setu to Remain Closed for 16
Hrs on Sunday for Maintenance Work

MI News Service, Kolkata: Commuters
traveling between Howrah and Kolkata
are set to face major traffic restrictions
this Sunday, November 9, as the iconic
Second Hooghly Bridge—better known
as VidyasagarSetu—will remain com-
pletely closed for vehicular movement
for 16 hours due to scheduled mainte-
nance work.

According to an official notification,
the bridge will be shut from 5 a.m. to 9
p.m. to allow for essential repair and
renovation work aimed at ensuring
public safety. Kolkata Police confirmed
that during this period, all vehicles that
normally use VidyasagarSetu will be di-
verted through Howrah Bridge. De-
tailed diversion plans have been issued
to manage the expected increase in
traffic. Last Sunday, the bridge had also
been closed for eight hours for similar
repair work. This time, authorities ex-
pect heavier congestion as the closure

period has been doubled. Officials clar-
ified that the ongoing maintenance is
crucial for the structural health and
long-term safety of the bridge. Accord-
ing to the revised traffic plan, vehicles
approaching from Khidderpore via
CGR Road intending to access
VidyasagarSetu will instead be diverted
left from Hastings Crossing towards St.
George’s Gate Road, and then proceed
via Strand Road to reach Howrah

Bridge. Similarly, vehicles coming via
AJC Bose Road that typically use
VidyasagarSetu will be redirected from
Grade Road towards Hastings Crossing,
before moving through St. George’s
Gate Road and Strand Road to reach
Howrah Bridge. Alternately, vehicles
may take a right turn from Hastings
Crossing to proceed via K.P. Road as
instructed by traffic personnel.
Kolkata Police have warned that di-
versions could lead to significant
congestion, particularly along St.
George’s Gate Road and Strand
Road, as all diverted vehicles funnel
toward Howrah Bridge. Additional
traffic police will be deployed in
these areas to manage the flow and
assist motorists. Meanwhile, vehicles
traveling from Howrah to Kolkata
that usually cross via VidyasagarSetu
have been advised to use Howrah
Bridge or NiveditaSetu instead. 

EC Launches New
Website for Online
Enumeration Forms
Under SIR Process

Mayor Hakim Assures Easy
Access to Birth Certificates
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Citizens born within the
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) area will re-
ceive birth certificates
without difficulty if their
documents are in proper
order, Mayor Firhad Hakim
assured on Friday. Speak-
ing during his regular citi-
zen interaction programme
‘Talk to Mayor’, Hakim
clarified that the process
remains transparent and
accessible through the
KMC’s official website.
“The website clearly shows
the years for which birth
certificates can be issued.
There’s no need to create
unnecessary confusion
around this matter,” he
said. The mayor’s remarks
came in response to politi-
cal controversy surround-
ing the issuance of birth
certificates, after Leader of
Opposition SuvenduAd-
hikari had filed an RTI
seeking details about the
process. In reply, Deputy
Mayor Atin Ghosh earlier
stated that all records were
available online and that
the system was functioning
efficiently. 

Taking a firmer stance
on Friday, Hakim sharply
criticised the attempts to
politicise the issue. “Any-
one can simply open the
computer and see every-
thing for themselves —

where, when, and to how
many people birth certifi-
cates have been issued. All
the details are publicly
available,” the mayor said.
Hakim also addressed con-
cerns related to the ongo-
ing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, acknowledging that
the process had temporar-
ily diverted several civic
employees from their usual
duties. “Many municipal
staff have been assigned to
assist with the SIR pro-
gramme,” he said.

According to KMC offi-
cials, around 250 civic em-
ployees have been
deployed to support the
Election Commission’s SIR
activities. This has led to
manpower shortages in
multiple departments,
causing delays in regular
municipal services. “The
situation has become such
that one person is now
doing the work of three,” a
civic source said, adding
that despite the additional
workload, every effort is
being made to ensure unin-
terrupted civic services.
Hakim reiterated the mu-
nicipality’s commitment to
transparency and public ac-
cess to essential documents,
emphasizing that no citizen
with valid records would
face obstacles in obtaining
their birth certificate.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee felicitates World Cup-winning cricketer Richa Ghosh in the presence of former India captain Sourav Ganguly and former India
women’s team captain Jhulan Goswami during the CAB felicitation ceremony at Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Saturday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kalyan Banerjee, a Tri-
namool Congress Member
of Parliament, has revealed
how he became the victim of
a sophisticated financial
fraud that drained ₹57 lakh
from one of his dormant
bank accounts — and how
the money was ultimately
restored by the bank. Re-
sponding to the incident,
Banerjee raised concerns
about ordinary depositors,
asking what recourse would
be available to citizens who
face similar frauds without
the leverage of political in-
fluence. He questioned the
sufficiency of existing safe-
guards and called for
stronger institutional meas-
ures, including the estab-
lishment of a specialised
cyber crime branch dedi-
cated to tackling digital
banking fraud.

Banerjee also criticised
recent relaxation of with-
drawal safeguards by the
Reserve Bank of India, not-
ing that prior telephone ver-
ifications for large cash
withdrawals had provided
an additional layer of secu-
rity. He warned that the eas-
ing of such controls could
embolden fraudsters. The
MP urged greater accounta-
bility from banks, emphasis-
ing that public trust in the
financial system could be se-
verely undermined if digital

banking becomes a major
conduit for theft. He de-
manded stronger govern-
ment oversight and clearer
consumer protections to
prevent similar incidents,
and called for urgent steps
to tighten digital banking se-
curity across the country. In-
vestigations are ongoing
nationwide now. Speaking
on November 8, Banerjee
recounted the episode in de-
tail. He said the account in
question belonged to a sub-
branch under the jurisdic-
tion of the Calcutta High
Court main branch and had
lain dormant for about a
decade after he stopped
using it following his tenure
as a legislator. Fraudsters
allegedly reactivated the ac-
count by completing a fresh
KYC (Know Your Customer)
process. Banerjee claimed
that his photograph was su-
perimposed on forged docu-
ments and counterfeit PAN
and other identification pa-
pers were submitted to the
bank to facilitate the activa-
tion. State Bank of India has
reportedly credited the ₹57
lakh back to his account.
Bank officials described the
incident as an administra-
tive lapse in internal
processes, and have initi-
ated investigations into how
the fraudulent KYC was ac-
cepted. No arrests have
been reported so far.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Election Commission of
India has officially launched a
new website to facilitate the
online submission of enumer-
ation forms as part of the on-
going Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. This comes after several
inquiries were raised regard-
ing the start of online applica-
tions under the SIR process.
According to the Election
Commission, voters can now
access the Enumeration
Form through the official
Voter Services Portal. The ini-
tiative is aimed at ensuring
that eligible voters who are
currently living away from
their registered constituen-
cies—such as students, mi-
grant workers, and
professionals—can conve-
niently complete the process
online without physical veri-
fication delays. Officials con-
firmed that the online facility
has been made fully func-
tional from Friday. The sys-
tem allows users to log in
using their voter credentials,
fill out the enumeration form,
and upload necessary docu-
ments, including proof of age,
address, and identity. The
portal is designed with user-
friendly navigation and mul-
tilingual support to assist
applicants from different re-
gions. The Commission has
also assured that all data sub-
mitted online will be securely
stored and verified through
the same process followed for
offline forms. Once validated,
updates and corrections will
automatically reflect in the
electoral rolls. With the
launch of the online enumer-
ation service, voters now
have two options to partici-
pate in the SIR process—ei-
ther by submitting physical
forms collected by BLOs or by
completing the process digi-
tally through the Voter Serv-
ices Portal.
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Name Change
I, Pratnu Pal S/o Kesto Pal  Residing at  P.O-
Dafarpur (Panchanantala) P.S.-Domjur,
Dist-Howrah (W.B), Pin-711405. My father
name wrongly recorded in my mark sheet
as Keshto Pal (Old name) and also my
mother name wrongly recorded as Poli Pal
(old name) but  actual name both is Kesto
Pal (New name) and Pali Pal (New Name)
vide an affidavit before the Ld. 1st class Ju-
dicial magistrate at Howrah. Dated-
06.11.2025. That Keshto Pal (Old name)
Kesto Pal (New name) and Poli Pal (old
name) Pali Pal (New name) both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Debasish Giri (old name) S/o
Natabar Giri, resident of Bankim Palli
Dakshin Durgapur Namkhana, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas, Pin- 743357, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as De-
basis Giri (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 07/11/2025.
Debasis Giri (new name) and Deba-
sish Giri (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Yasin Moyeen (old name) W/o Mo-
hammad Sujauddin Mondal, resident
of Gulshan Apartment, Flat No-1W,
6/4, Palm Avenue , Karaya, Kolkata-
700019, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Yasmin Moyeen
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 07/11/2025. Yasmin
Moyeen (new name) and Yasin Moy-
een (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Akbar Ali Mondal (old name)
S/o Azir Mandal, resident of PAIK-
PARA, MOTIGANJ, PS-BONGAON,
NORTH 24 PGS-743235, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Akbar Mandal (new name), as de-
clared Before The Ld 1st Class Judi-
cial Magistrate at Alipore , vide an
affidavit dated 07/11/2025. Akbar
Mandal (new name) and Md Akbar
Ali Mondal (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Piyali Banerjee (old name) D/o
Sachinandan Kundu, resident of
4/3 MORDECAI LANE ,PO MOTI-
JHIL, DUM DUM, KOLKATA
700074, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Piyali Kundu
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 07/11/2025.
Piyali Kundu (new name) and Piyali
Banerjee (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, VINEET CHOWDHARY (old
name) S/o RAJESH CHOWDHURY,
resident of 40 BIPLABI ANUKUL
CHANDRA STREET,PO PRINCEP
STREET,KOLKATA-700072, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as VINEET CHOWDHURY
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 07/11/2025. VI-
NEET CHOWDHURY (new name)
and VINEET CHOWDHARY (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Atin Jain (Old Name), Son Of Enaa
Jain Khemka, Residing At Akshara
Lotus Garden F/F2,Block- 2,Flat - 1a,
Jarda Bagan, Po- Deshbandhu
Nagar, Baguiati, North24parganas -
700059, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Atin Khemka (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
06/11/2025. Atin Jain And Atin
Khemka Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person Person.

Name Change
I, Safia Tariq (old name) W/O Abdur
Rahim Farooqui, resident of Active
Acres, 22 FR FL-2D22, 54/10, Deben-
dra Chandra Dey Road, Tangra, P.O.-
Tangra, Kolkata- 700015, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Safia Tarique (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 06/11/2025.
Safia Tarique (new name) and Safia
Tariq (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanchita Das (Old Name), Wife 
Of Debarshi Das, Residing At An-
nanya Apartment, Block - A,Flat - A,
4 Prafulla Chaki Road,Baranagar,
North24parganas - 700036, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As San-
chita Deb (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 06/11/2025. Sanchita
Das And Sanchita Deb Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Habibul Rahaman (old name) S/o Sk
Chand, resident of 40C, Raja Santosh
Road, Chetla, Alipore, Kolkata-
700027, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sk Kalloo (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 07/11/2025. Sk Kalloo
(new name) and Habibul Rahaman
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Habibul Rahaman (old name) S/o Sk
Chand, resident of 40C, Raja Santosh
Road, Chetla, Alipore, Kolkata- 700027,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sk Kalloo (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 07/11/2025. Sk
Kalloo (new name) and Habibul Ra-
haman (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, BROJHAMOHAN MAJHI (old name)
S/o LALMOHAN MAJHI, resident of
VILL - FAKIRBAGAN PO - BHARATPUR
PS-BONGAON NORTH 24 PARGANAS
PIN - 743251, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as BRAJAMOHAN MAJHI
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 07/11/2025. BRAJAMOHAN
MAJHI (new name) and BROJHAMO-
HAN MAJHI (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mojit Ali Molla (Old Name), Son Of
Serali Molla, Residing At Magri,
Magri, Basirhat- 743425, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Ah
Majit Molla (New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 06/11/2025. Mojit
Ali Molla (Old Name)And Ah Majit
Molla (New Name) Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I Asha srivastav Sinha (OLD NAMES)
D/O-Madan mohan Srivastava, RESID-
ING Of-Kadia barack, K.S road, Dipu
para, Asansol, PIN-713302, WEST BEN-
GAL, INDIA. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME AND  SHALL HENCEFORTH BE
KNOWN AS Asha Srivastava (NEW
NAME) AS DECLARED BEFORE THE
NOTARY PUBLIC AT KOLKATA  DATED
07/10/2025. Asha srivastav Sinha (OLD
NAMES) AND Asha Srivastava (NEW
NAME) ALL ARE SAME AND ONE
IDENTICAL PERSON.

Name Change
I, ARUN KUMAR TARAFDAR (old
name) S/o KALIPADA TARAFDAR,
resident of RAIPUR, PANCHITA,PS-
BONGAON, NORTH 24 PGS-743235,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as ARUN TARAFDAR (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
07/11/2025. ARUN TARAFDAR (new
name) and ARUN KUMAR TARAF-
DAR (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, AMIT GHOSH (old name) S/o SAKTI
PADA GHOSH, resident of 87,NEW
TOLLYGUNGE, PS- REGENT PARK,
KOLKATA-700093, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as AMIT KUMAR
GHOSH (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 07/11/2025. AMIT
KUMAR GHOSH (new name) and
AMIT GHOSH (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Safiur (old name) S/o Sekh
Habibar Rahaman, resident of Paschim
Nawabpur Khandar Para, P.O.-
Nawabpur, P.S.- Chanditala, Dist.-
Hooghly, Pin- 712701, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sekh Safiur Rahaman
(new name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 07/11/2025. Sekh Safiur Rahaman
(new name) and Sekh Safiur (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Afsar Ali (old name) S/o Sk
Ekram, resident of Joykrishnapur, P.O.-
Begampur, P.S.- Chanditala, Dist.-
Hooghly, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Sk Afsar Ali (new name),
as declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
07/11/2025. Sk Afsar Ali (new name)
and Shaikh Afsar Ali (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jasimuddin & Zasimuddin Sekh (old
names) S/o Late Sekh Abdul Mannan,
resident of Vill- Patul, P.O.- Iliahipur,
P.S.- Chanditala, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin-
712707, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Sekh Joshimuddin (new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 07/11/2025. Sekh Joshimuddin
(new name) and Jasimuddin & Za-
simuddin Sekh (old names) all are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rafik Molla & Sekh Mahammad
Rafik (old names) S/o Sk Abdul Man-
naf, resident of Dakshin Nababpur
Sekendar Para, P.O.- Nawabpur, P.S.-
Chanditala, Hooghly, Pin- 712701,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sk Rafik (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 07/11/2025. Sk
Rafik (new name) and Rafik Molla &
Sekh Mahammad Rafik (old names)
all are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Aajima Khatun (old name) W/o
Sekh Safiur Rahaman and D/O Amjed
Ali Mallik, resident of Paschim
Nawabpur Khandar Para, P.O.-
Nawabpur, Hooghly, Pin- 712701, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Sekh
Azima Khatun (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 07/11/2025.
Sekh Azima Khatun (new name) and
Sekh Aajima Khatun (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Enaa Jain (Old Name), Daughter Of
Late Amit Jain,Residing At Akshra
Lotus Garden, F/F2, Block-2, Flat 1/A
Jarda Bagan,North 24 Parganas-
700059, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Enaa Jain Khemka(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
07/11/2025. Enaa Jain And Enaa
Jain Khemka Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Bijali Nath,  W/o. Pratap Nath, r/o.-
Bargidanga Para, P.O.+P.S.- Tehatta, Dist.-
Naida,Hereby Declare That have change
my name and shall henceforth be known
as Bilali Nath, Before The Notary Public,
Krishnagar, Nadia (Sl.No.-37, Dated
16/11/25. That Bijali Nath & Bilali Nath
both are the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Susmita Das (Old Name), Wife Of San-
tosh Kumar Das, Residing At
B/504/121/1/B/28 B R B G T Road Ut-
tarpara, Vtc:Serampur Uttarpara, Po-
Bhadrakali, Hooghly-712232, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Susmita
Chaudhary Das (New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 06/11/2025. Susmita Das
And Susmita Chaudhary Das Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kakali Bhowmick (Old Name), Wife Of
Late Tamal Bhaumik,Residing At 1st, Flr,
Flat-A1, 21/14 Gopal Chandra Bose
Sarani, Konnagar, Hooghly-Chandanna-
gar, 712235, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Kakali Bhaumik (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 06/11/2025. Kakali
Bhowmick And Kakali Bhaumik Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

East Coast Railway Celebrates 150 Years Of 
“Vande Mataram” With Mass Singing Event
MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar, 8 Nov.25 :
East Coast Railway today
celebrated 150 years of
“Vande Mataram” with pro-
found patriotic fervour and
reverence through a Mass
Singing of the iconic national
song at Rail Sadan,
Bhubaneswar.

The atrium of the North
Block reverberated with the
collective voices of officers,
staff, and school children
singing “Vande Mataram” in
unison. The stirring rendi-
tion filled the atmosphere
with emotion and pride, pay-
ing tribute to Bharat Mata
and reflecting the spirit of
unity, devotion, and sacrifice
that the song embodies.

The General Manager,
along with senior officers
and employees, participated
in the event, reaffirming the
enduring legacy of “Vande
Mataram” as a timeless an-
them of India’s freedom and
national identity. The gath-
ering paid homage to the
countless freedom fighters
who drew strength and in-
spiration from this immortal

song written by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay.

School students added
youthful enthusiasm to the
occasion, while the tricolour
decorations and patriotic
ambience of Rail Sadan cre-
ated an emotionally charged
atmosphere. The event
served as a heartfelt expres-
sion of gratitude and pride
in India’s rich cultural and
spiritual heritage.

Following the mass
singing, the Hon’ble Prime
Minister addressed the na-
tion, reflecting on the histor-
ical significance and
emotional power of “Vande
Mataram” as a symbol of
India’s unity and strength.
The General Manager, senior
officials, employees, school
children, and others present
at the event listened to the

Hon’ble Prime Minister’s ad-
dress with great reverence
and patriotic pride. His in-
spiring words further deep-
ened the spirit of nationalism
and collective commitment
among all present.

The Mass Singing of
“Vande Mataram” was also
organized across all Divi-
sions, Workshops, and vari-
ous Railway Stations under
East Coast Railway. The
song was played across sta-
tions, allowing passengers
and railway staff to join in
the moment of national
pride and unity. The simul-
taneous observance
throughout the zone trans-
formed the day into a cele-
bration of collective spirit
and patriotic devotion, reaf-
firming the ideals of “Nation
First, Always First.”

Sealdah Division ob-
serves the occasion with
mass singing and tribute to
Rishi Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay
MI News Service, Kolkata,
8 Nov.25 : Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi inau-
gurated the year-long com-
memoration of 150 years
of the National Song
“Vande Mataram” on 7th
November 2025 at the In-
dira Gandhi Indoor Sta-
dium, New Delhi.

On this occasion, the
Prime Minister also re-
leased a Commemorative
Stamp and Coin marking
150 years of this timeless
composition, which inspired
India’s freedom movement
and continues to evoke na-
tional pride and unity. The
programme marks the for-
mal launch of a nationwide
commemoration from 7th
November 2025 to 7th No-
vember 2026.

The celebrations wit-
nessed the mass singing of
the full version of “Vande
Mataram” across the
country, with enthusiastic
participation from citizens

across all sections of soci-
ety, in conjunction with the
main event in New Delhi.

In this connection,
Sealdah Division of East-
ern Railway organised
mass singing of the full
version of the National
Song “Vande Mataram” at
Manthan Auditorium,
Sealdah, led by Shri Rajeev
Saxena, Divisional Railway
Manager, Sealdah, along
with officers, staff, and
members of Bharat Scouts
and Guides, St. John Am-
bulance, Civil Defence, and

others.
Another mass singing

was organised at Naihati,
the birthplace of Rishi
Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay, with the partic-
ipation of officers, staff,
and members of the
Bharat Scouts and Guides
(Naihati Group). The pro-
gramme concluded with a
route march followed by a
floral tribute to Sahitya
Samrat Rishi Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay,
the illustrious composer of
“Vande Mataram.”

PM Inaugurates Year-Long Commemoration Of 150 
Years Of The National Song “Vande Mataram”

MI News Service, Kolkata, 8 Nov.25 : To commemorate the
150th anniversary of the iconic patriotic song “Vande
Mataram”, Howrah Division, Eastern Railway, joined the
nationwide celebration organised by the Ministry of Cul-
ture on 07.11.2025 at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New
Delhi. The event, graced by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, featured the mass singing of the national song, fol-
lowed by the Prime Minister’s address.

The Divisional Railway Manager, Howrah, along with
other senior officers, participated in the virtual pro-
gramme from Pakur Station, where they joined in the
mass singing session. Officers and staff of Howrah Division
also participated virtually with great enthusiasm from the
Conference Hall of the New DRM Building, Howrah.

In addition, the Commercial Department of Howrah
Division coordinated the singing of Vande Mataram across
various stations under the division, ensuring widespread
participation of railway employees and commuters alike.

The celebrations across Howrah Division reflected a
strong sense of patriotism and unity, paying a befitting
tribute to 150 glorious years of Vande Mataram—a song
that continues to inspire generations and embody the
spirit of India’s cultural and national pride.

Howrah Division Celebrates 150 Years
Of The Iconic Song "Vande Mataram"

MI News Service, Kolkata, 8
Nov.25 : A Comprehensive
Zonal Safety Audit was con-
ducted in Howrah Division
on 06.11.2025, followed by
a Joint Coordination Confer-
ence of Headquarters and
Divisional officers. The audit
was led by the Principal
Chief Safety Officer (PCSO)
as the Convener and was at-
tended by senior officials
from Headquarters, includ-
ing the Chief Track Engineer
(CTE), Chief Rolling Stock
Engineer (CRSE), Chief Pas-
senger Traffic Manager
(CPTM), Chief Electrical En-
gineer (CEE/Op), and Chief
Signal Engineer-II (CSE-II).
The Additional Divisional
Railway Manager (Opera-
tions), Howrah, along with
other Divisional officers and
staff, also participated in the
exercise.

The audit commenced at
Tikiapara Coaching Depot,
where various safety and
maintenance activities were
thoroughly reviewed. Simul-
taneous inspections were
also carried out by senior of-
ficers across different loca-

tions in the division to assess
field-level compliance.

The primary objective of
the audit was to evaluate
and ensure strict adherence
to safety norms and opera-
tional protocols throughout
the division. The inspecting
team appreciated the over-
all safety culture, mainte-
nance standards, and
cleanliness maintained in
the division. They also
stressed the importance of
sustained monitoring, con-
tinuous staff training, and
unwavering adherence to
safety guidelines to further
enhance safety perform-

ance.
Following the audit, a

Joint Coordination Confer-
ence of Headquarters and
Divisional officers was held
at the Conference Hall, New
DRM Building, Howrah. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the
Divisional Railway Manager,
Howrah, reiterated that
“Safety is the foremost pri-
ority of Howrah Division.
Continuous inspections and
audits like these help iden-
tify gaps, reinforce best
practices, and ensure safer
and more reliable services
for both passengers and
freight customers.”

Comprehensive Zonal Safety Audit And Coor-
dination Conference Held In Howrah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata, 8
Nov.25 : Due to Track mainte-
nance work between Plassey
– Rejinagar stations in Sealdah
Division, 240 minutes (from
23:35 hrs.  to 03:35 hrs.) Traf-
fic Block has been planned on
10/11.11.2025, 12/13.11.2025
and 15/16.11.2025. Conse-
quently, 53181 Sealdah – Lal-
gola passenger will be
rescheduled by 30 minutes on
those block days and will be
short terminated at Krishnapur.

Sealdah – Lalgola Passen-
ger To Be Regulated  For
Track Maintenance Work

MI News Service, Malda: A fresh controversy has erupted in
Harishchandrapur, Malda, after images surfaced allegedly
showing a Booth Level Officer (BLO) distributing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) voter forms from the residence of a local Tri-
namool Congress leader. The visuals, which have gone viral on
social media, have triggered a political storm and renewed de-
bate over the neutrality of the ongoing voter list revision
process.According to reports, the incident took place in the Sul-
tannagar area, where an assistance camp was reportedly set up
at the house of Bulbul Khan, a Trinamool district council mem-
ber. The BLO in charge, Amit Kumar, was seen distributing enu-
meration forms from the makeshift camp, despite Election
Commission guidelines clearly mandating that BLOs go door to
door to deliver and collect voter forms.The opposition BJP im-
mediately seized on the issue, accusing the ruling party of at-
tempting to influence the process through administrative
collusion. “This is a clear violation of Election Commission rules.

We will request the BDO to act immediately. If no action is
taken, we will approach the Commission and also lodge a formal
complaint,” said BJP district committee member Kishan Kedia.
He further alleged that the Trinamool was “trying to manipulate
voter inclusion to protect illegal residents” and warned that
“names cannot be arbitrarily added or removed.” In response,
Bulbul Khan denied any wrongdoing, claiming the situation had
been misrepresented. “We are helping people in the field. BLOs
are visiting homes as required. Some people have come to my
house as it is centrally located. There is no harm in that. Every-
one is working for the public,” he stated.The incident adds to a
series of similar complaints from across Bengal, where BLOs
have allegedly deviated from prescribed procedures during SIR
form distribution. The Election Commission, already monitoring
reports of irregularities, has recently ordered show-cause no-
tices and disciplinary action against officers who fail to follow
protocol. As the controversy deepens, both political camps have
escalated rhetoric over the issue, while local authorities have
confirmed that an internal inquiry will be conducted to verify
the authenticity of the allegations.

MI News Service, North Dinajpur : An unprecedented
surge in Muslim couples registering their marriages
under the Special Marriage Act (SMA) has been reported
this November across West Bengal’s minority-dominated
border districts including North Dinajpur, Malda, Mur-
shidabad, and Cooch Behar. Officials attribute this un-
usual spike to rising anxiety over the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls and fears relat-
ing to citizenship verification. According to data accessed
by news agencies, approximately 1,130 Muslim couples
applied for marriage registration in Bengal between No-
vember 2024 and October 2025, with more than half
those applications filed in the four-month window from
July to October 2025, coinciding with SIR activities in
neighbouring Bihar and impending SIR implementation
in Bengal. The majority of applications originated from
North Dinajpur (199), Malda (197), Murshidabad (185),
and Cooch Behar (97) — areas that share borders with
Bangladesh and Bihar.

Traditionally, Muslim marriages in rural Bengal are
solemnized and registered under the Bengal Muham-
madan Marriages and Divorces Registration Act of 1876
by kazis (marriage registrars). However, officials note
that this system lacks uniform documentation and rigor-
ous address verification, causing difficulties in official
recognition by government and private bodies. By con-
trast, marriage certificates issued under the Special Mar-
riage Act provide standardized and widely accepted legal
proof, often used as citizenship documents in government
procedures. Sources explained that the increasing voter
verification exercise under the SIR has made many cou-
ples anxious about their documentation status, prompt-
ing them to seek a marriage certificate under the Special
Marriage Act as a safeguard to affirm legal marital status
and citizenship credentials.

Bengal Border Districts See Surge in Mus-

lim Marriages Under Special Marriage Act

BLO’s Form Distribution at TMC Camp Triggers Uproar
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MI News Service,  8 Nov 
2025, Kolkata:  In order 
to make different digital 
payment modes intro-
duced in Metro Railway 
familiar to the commuters 
and enhance the share 
of digital transactions in 
ticketing, Special Camps 
were organised today 
on 08.11.2025 by Metro 
staff at all stations of Blue 
Line, Green Line and Yel-
low Line. In these camps, 
Metro users were made 
aware about improved 
‘Aamar Kolkata Met-
ro’ app, additional pay-
ment facility with HDFC 
Smart Gateway and how 
to download it from Goo-
gle Play Store (Android) 
and App Store (iOS). Met- ro staff also showed them 

the procedures to use it. 
Metro commuters were 
also helped to purchase 
tokens and recharge/buy 
their Smart Cards through 
ASCRM machines with the 
help of UPI Payment Based 
Ticketing System. They 
have shown keen interest 
to shift to digital system 
and adopt smart ways to 
purchase tokens, Mobile 
based QR code tickets, 
Smart Cards and recharge 
it. They were visibly hap-
py as this digital mode is 
helping them to save their 
valuable time as they don’t 
need to stand in the long 
queues in front of the 
booking counters to re-
charge or purchase their 
Smart Cards or tickets.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh will under-
take the annual perfor-
mance review of the 16 
Defence Public Sector Un-
dertakings (DPSUs) in New 
Delhi on November 10.

He had declared 2025 as 
the 'Year of Reforms', un-
derscoring the importance 
of development of new 
technology by DPSUs and 
the need for enhancing 
exports and indigenisa-
tion. To achieve this objec-
tive, he exhorted them to 
increase their investment 
and manpower for R&D.

Since then, all the DP-
SUs have prepared their 
R&D roadmap for the 
next five years. Over the 
last 10 years, a total sum 
of Rs 30,952 crore has 
been invested in R&D by 
the 16 DPSUs. The pace 
of R&D is now proposed 
to be doubled with pro-
jected expenditure of Rs 
32,766 crore over the next 
five years. While most of 
the R&D investment over 
last 10 years was made by 
old DPSUs notably Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL), Bharat Electronics 
Limited and Bharat Dy-
namics Limited, the thrust 
on R&D is now spread 
across all DPSUs. In next 
five years, the seven new 
DPSUs formed upon cor-
poratisation of the Ord-
nance Factory Board will 
invest over Rs 3,000 crore 
for R&D, while defence 
shipyards have planned 
an investment of over Rs 
1,300 crore, according to 
the Ministry of Defence.

During the event, a com-
pilation of D&D/R&D proj-
ects carried out in the last 
10 years, and the plan for 
the next five years will be 
released. In addition, the 
new R&D Manual of HAL 

providing flexibility, speed, 
risk assessment, and allo-
cation in R&D projects will 
be unveiled.

Rajnath Singh will also 
release a report on re-
newable energy, titled 
'Swayam'. This report 
is the first-ever attempt 
made under the aegis of 
Department of Defence 
Production to compile the 
energy efficiency practices 
of all the 16 DPSUs.

Notably, the perfor-
mance of DPSUs in 2024-
25 has been commend-
able. The total turnover 
stood at Rs 1.08 lakh 
crore, up 15.4% from that 
in 2023-24. The DPSUs re-
corded cumulative Profit 
After Tax in 2024-25 of Rs 
20,021 crore, registering a 
growth of 19.5 % over the 
previous year.

Remarkably, in 2024-
25, DPSU's achieved an 
increase of 51% in exports 
over the previous Finan-
cial Year. The event will 
witness felicitations to var-
ious DPSUs for their nota-
ble achievements in differ-
ent areas and exchange of 
significant MoUs. 

MI News Service,  Shim-
la:  The State Women's Com-
mission, Himachal Pradesh, 
led by Vidya Negi, on Satur-
day termed the allegations 
against BJP MLA and former 
Deputy Speaker Hans Raj 
as "serious" and urged the 
Chamba Police to conduct a 
fair, impartial, and in-depth 
investigation into the matter.

Negi, who has been head-
ing the Commission for the 
past four months, told ANI in 
Shimla that the Commission 
took suo motu cognisance of 
the complaint after receiving 
it first through social media 
and later as a formal writ-
ten complaint from a woman 
who accused the Churah MLA 
of exploitation, intimidation, 
and issuing threats to her life.

"It has been four months 
since I took charge as Chair-
person, and during this pe-
riod, we received this com-
plaint first on social media 
and later formally. The girl 
has alleged that BJP MLA 
Hans Raj exploited her, 
threatened her, and that she 
faces a threat to her life. We 
have taken cognisance of the 
matter," Negi said.

She added that several 
women's groups, including 
one led by Jan Mahila Samiti, 
had submitted written repre-
sentations to the Commission, 
supporting the complainant 
and seeking a proper inves-
tigation.

"Many women submitted 
written requests demanding 
a fair probe and justice for 

the girl. Acting on these, we 
spoke to the Superintendent 
of Police, Chamba, and asked 
for a thorough and unbiased 
investigation into what actu-
ally happened," she said.

Negi further revealed that 
the matter had reportedly 
surfaced once before, nearly 
a year ago, and the Commis-
sion had sought details on 
the action taken at that time. 
She also said that a video cir-
culating online, in which the 
girl claimed that both she 
and her family were facing 
threats, had been brought to 
the police's attention.

"We have spoken to the 
SP and directed that the in-
vestigation should determine 
whether there is any real 
threat to the girl or her fam-
ily on the ground. If such a 
threat exists, the police must 
ensure full security to them," 
Negi stressed.

Calling it a "very serious 
matter," Negi said the Com-
mission's role is to ensure 
that every woman who ap-
proaches them is heard and 
that her case is pursued fair-
ly.

"If any woman comes to 
us alleging injustice, our first 
duty is to raise her voice and 
ensure proper investigation 
by the concerned depart-
ment. The truth or falsehood 
of the case will be determined 
by the police," she said.

Referring to the BJP's 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' slogan, 
the Chairperson remarked 
that such slogans must trans-

late into action on the ground.
"The BJP talks about 'Beti 

Bachao, Beti Padhao'. I am 
not here to decide who is 
guilty, but if such slogans are 
given at the national level, 
they must be practised sin-
cerely on the ground. Unfor-
tunately, we have seen sim-
ilar allegations earlier - in 
Chamba, Solan, and against 
BJP leaders or their family 
members," she claimed.

Negi urged central and 
state authorities to ensure 
that no bias affects the in-
vestigation and that justice is 
delivered to the complainant.

"This is not about politics; 
it's about justice. A fair in-
vestigation must be carried 
out without discrimination. 
Senior leaders at the Centre 
should also help ensure that 
women and girls who come 
forward get justice," she add-
ed.

While stating that it was 
too early to draw conclusions 
as the allegations were yet to 
be proven, Negi expressed 
concern about the broader 
atmosphere for women in 
society.

"We cannot say anything 
concrete right now as the 
investigation is still ongoing. 
But the environment being 
created for women today, es-
pecially the younger genera-
tion, is not healthy. There is 
always a risk that powerful 
people, including elected rep-
resentatives, might try to in-
fluence such investigations," 
she cautioned.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday met Bharat Ratna 
and veteran BJP leader LK 
Advani at his residence in 
New Delhi to convey birth-
day greetings and good 
wishes.

Earlier on Saturday, PM 
Modi extended birthday 
greetings to senior Bhara-
tiya Janata Party leader 
Lal Krishna Advani.

The Prime Minister 
termed Advani as a lead-
er blessed with a towering 
vision and intellect, stating 
that his life has been dedi-
cated to strengthening In-
dia's progress.

PM Modi prayed for his 
long life and health, men-
tioning his spirit of selfless 
duty and steadfast princi-
ples.

"Greetings to Shri LK 
Advani Ji on his birth-
day. A statesman bless-
ed with towering vision 
and intellect, Advani Ji's 
life has been dedicated 
to strengthening India's 
progress. He has always 

embodied the spirit of 
selfless duty and steadfast 
principles. His contribu-
tions have left an indelible 
mark on India's democrat-
ic and cultural landscape. 
May he be blessed with 
good health and a long 
life," PM Modi wrote on 
'X'.

External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar also ex-
tended birthday greetings 
to the veteran BJP leader 
on X, stating, "Heartfelt 

birthday greetings to L. 
K. Advani ji. His distin-
guished leadership, vision 
and lifelong dedication to 
the nation continue to in-
spire us all. Prayers for his 
good health and long life."

Born on November 8, 
1927, in Karachi (pres-
ent-day Pakistan), Ad-
vani joined the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) as a Swayamsevak 
in 1942. He played a piv-
otal role in Indian politics, 

serving as BJP National 
President for three sepa-
rate terms, from 1986 to 
1990, 1993 to 1998, and 
2004 to 2005, making him 
the longest-serving presi-
dent in the party's history 
since its inception in 1980.

LK Advani first served 
as the Home Minister from 
1999 to 2004 and later 
served as Deputy Prime 
Minister in the NDA gov-
ernment led by Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
from 2002 to 2004.

In recognition of his ex-
ceptional contribution to 
the nation, Advani was 
conferred with the Bharat 
Ratna, India's highest 
civilian award, by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu in 
March this year.

Over a parliamentary 
career spanning near-
ly three decades, Advani 
has been widely acknowl-
edged for his steadfast 
principles, visionary lead-
ership, and lifelong ded-
ication to strengthening 
India's democratic and 
cultural framework. 

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta has di-
rected DUISIB to conduct 
a survey in slum areas to 
identify families still us-
ing traditional stoves and 
hearths, so that clean fuel 
can be provided to them 
under the Ujjwala Yoja-
na, according to the Delhi 
CMO.

She stated that the gov-
ernment's goal is to ensure 
access to clean energy for 
every family in slum settle-
ments, reducing both pol-
lution and health risks, as 
stated in the CMO.

The Chief Minister also 
clarified that such families 
will be given priority for 
gas connections so that no 
one has to depend on tra-
ditional fuels anymore.

Launched in May 2016, 
PMUY aims to provide de-
posit-free LPG connections 
to adult women from poor 
households across the 
country.

All PMUY beneficiaries 
receive a deposit-free LPG 
connection, which includes 
a Security Deposit (SD) 
for the Cylinder, Pressure 
Regulator, Suraksha Hose, 

Domestic Gas Consumer 
Card (DGCC) booklet and 
installation charges. As 
per the existing modali-
ties of Ujjwala 2.0, the first 
refill and stove are also 
provided free of cost to all 
beneficiaries.

As per the existing mo-
dalities of Ujjwala 2.0, the 
first refill and stove are 
also provided free of cost 
to all beneficiaries.

PMUY beneficiaries are 
not required to make any 
payments for the LPG con-
nection or the first refill or 
stove, as the Government 

of India/OMCs bears the 
cost for these.

Meanwhile on Friday, 
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta has decided to change 
the working hours of the 
offices of the Delhi Govern-
ment and the Delhi Munic-
ipal Corporation.

This decision has been 
taken as a precautionary 
measure to prevent pol-
lution, ensuring that the 
pressure of vehicles on the 
roads does not increase 
all at once and the traffic 
load is evenly distributed, 
thereby reducing pollution 

levels, according to the re-
lease.

According to the Chief 
Minister, a meeting was 
recently held with senior 
scientific officers of the En-
vironment Department to 
discuss the pollution in the 
capital. It was decided that 
during the winter season 
(from November 15, 2025, 
to February 15, 2026), 
phased changes would be 
made in the office timings 
of various departments of 
the Delhi Government and 
the Municipal Corporation.

The meeting also noted 
that during the previous 
government's tenure, of-
fice timings were altered 
when pollution increased 
in the capital during these 
periods. The Chief Minis-
ter instructed the officials 
to maintain a gap in the 
opening and closing times 
of offices to prevent simul-
taneous traffic pressure. 
During winters in Delhi, 
the levels of pollutants 
such as PM 2.5 and PM 
10 rise far above normal 
standards, severely deteri-
orating air quality and sig-
nificantly impacting public 
health. 

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi congratu-
lated the BJP workers for 
a landslide victory in the 
local elections in the Union 
Territories of Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman 
and Diu, saying that the 
people have a "strong con-
nection" with the party's 
development agenda.

Sharing an X post, PM 
Modi expressed gratitude 
towards the elections and 
wrote, "Gratitude to my 
sisters and brothers of 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, 
Daman and Diu for bless-
ing BJP with phenomenal 
support in the Sarpanch, 
District Panchayat and 
Councillor elections held 
across the UT."

"This indicates the UT's 
strong connect with our 
Party's development agen-
da. I laud our hardworking 
Karyakartas for their ef-
fort at the grassroots," the 
X post added.

As per the details of the 
results shared by the BJP 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu, on its 

social media handle X, the 
BJP won 15 out of 16 vil-
lages in the Daman district 
Sarpanch elections, 15 out 
of 16 seats in Daman Dis-
trict Panchayat elections, 
and 14 out of 15 wards for 
the Municipal Council polls 
in Daman.

In Diu, the BJP swept 
the elections, winning both 
the Panchayat seats in the 
Sarpanch elections and all 
eight wards in the District 
Panchayat polls.

In Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, the party won 16 
out of 26 Panchayats in 
the Sarpanch polls, 24 
out of 26 wards in District 
Panchayat polls and all 15 
wards in the Municipal 
Council elections.

The polling for the Pan-
chayat and Municipal 
Council elections was held 
on November 5.

Meanwhile, Congress 
had alleged that the BJP 
had conducted an "elec-
tion theft" as several of 
the Opposition candidates' 
nominations were can-
celled.

Congress alleged that in 

the Silvassa Municipal Cor-
poration election (Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli), eight 
of their candidates' nom-
inations were cancelled, 
while 13 were cancelled 
in the district panchayat 
polls.

Congress wrote on X, 
"Open 'election theft' has 
taken place blatantly in 
the municipal corporation 
and panchayat elections of 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 
The Election Commission 
and the BJP have con-
spired to cancel the nom-
inations of Congress and 
opposition candidates."

"In the Silvassa Munic-
ipal Corporation election, 
12 candidates from Con-
gress filed forms, out of 
which 8 forms were can-
celled. Similarly, in the dis-
trict panchayat election, 
21 forms were filed, out of 
which 13 forms were can-
celled. The key point is that 
all these forms were filled 
in a way after sitting with 
the legal team. Even after 
that, nominations were de-
liberately cancelled," the 
party added.

Calling it an attack on 
democracy, the party fur-
ther said that several Op-
position candidates were 
not even called for scrutiny.

"Understand the 
chronology of the conspir-
acy: The place that was 
fixed for the scrutiny of 
nomination papers was 
suddenly changed, and de-
liberately, this information 
was not given to the op-
position candidates. Many 
opposition candidates 
were not even called for 
scrutiny. Opposition can-
didates' nominations were 
cancelled in an arbitrary 
manner; no reason was 
given. When a complaint 
was made to the Election 
Commission official about 
this, no heed was paid. 
This is clearly election 
theft. Until now, the Elec-
tion Commission and the 
BJP have been colluding 
to commit 'vote theft', but 
after the game of theft was 
exposed, they have directly 
resorted to 'election theft'. 
This is an attack on democ-
racy and the Constitution," 
Congress wrote on X. 

MI News Service,  Patna:  
Uttar Pradesh Congress 
President Ajay Rai stated 
on Saturday that the people 
of Bihar are in a mood for 
change and that the Mahag-
athbandhan is in a strong 
position following the first 
phase of the election.

While speaking with ANI, 
Ajay Rai said, "...Wherever 
we went, every person is in 
the mood for change, and 
change will happen because 
the youth are worried about 
their future, the farmers 
are worried about price... in 
the first phase, we are in a 
very strong position and we 
are going to form the gov-
ernment..."

Earlier in the day, Con-
gress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge expressed confi-
dence in the people's ver-
dict in the ongoing Bihar 
Assembly elections, dis-
missing the BJP's claims 
and slogans as baseless.

"We have faith in the peo-
ple. We know where they 
get their data and figures 
from. Earlier, they also gave 
a slogan of 400 pairs and 
the like. But we have faith 
only in the people. People 
will do justice and decide 
what's best for them," he 
said when asked about 
NDA's confidence of win-
ning 160 plus seats in the 
Bihar assembly election.

Targeting the NDA's 'jun-
gleraj' narrative, the Con-
gress chief questioned the 
ruling alliance's failure to 
address law and order is-
sues and infiltration during 
their long tenure.

"Jungle Raj and all these 
things are old issues. Why 
did they not end jungleraj 
in 20 years? Why didn't the 
push out infiltrators? This is 
a failure of the central gov-
ernment and the state gov-
ernment. I want to call out 
their double-engine govern-
ment for this failure," he 
added.

After a historic voter 
turnout in the first phase of 
polls, Bihar is now gearing 

up for the second phase of 
the elections in 122 Assem-
bly constituencies on No-
vember 11.

NDA, comprising the BJP, 
JD(U), HAMS, LJP (RV), and 
others, is looking to retain 
power for a second term; 
the Mahagathbandhan, 
comprising Congress, RJD, 
left parties, and VIP, is look-
ing to get back to power.

Jan Suraaj, which made a 
debut in the electoral fray, 
is contesting in more than 
200 constituencies on its 
own.

The results for the Leg-
islative Assembly elections 
will be announced on No-
vember 14.

MI News Service, 8 Nov 
2025, Kolkata:   Due to a 
traffic block, last Metro ser-
vices in Green Line will be 
rescheduled tomorrow i.e. 
on 09.11.2025 (Sunday). On 
that day last Metro service 
from Howrah Maidan will 
leave for  Salt Lake Sector V 
at 20.45 hrs.instead of 21.45 
hrs. Similarly, last Metro 
service from Salt Lake Sec-
tor V will leave for Howrah 
Maidan at 20.47 hrs. instead 
of 21.47 hrs.

Normal services in this 
Corridor will be available on 
10.11.2025 (Monday).

MI News Service, Patna:   
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP Ravi Kishan and Jan-
shakti Janata Dal chief Tej 
Pratap Yadav greeted each 
other at the Patna Airport, 
while their parties are con-
testing against each other in 
the ongoing Bihar Assembly 
elections.

Tej Pratap Yadav called it 
a "coincidence" as he met 
Ravi Kishan even on Friday.

Speaking to reporters at 
the airport, Yadav said, "It 
is a coincidence that I am 
meeting BJP MP Ravi Kishan 
again after meeting him yes-
terday."

Tej Pratap Yadav con-
tested elections in the Ma-
hua seat, which underwent 
polling in the first phase on 
November 6. The Janshakti 
Janata Dal chief was in fray 
against the National Demo-
cratic Alliance's (NDA) San-
jay Kumar Singh from Lok 
Janshanti Party (Ram Vilas), 
and Jan Suraaj's Indrajeet 
Pradhan, while his broth-
er Tejashwi Yadav fielded 
Rashtriya Janata Dal's (RJD) 
Mukesh Kumar Raushan 
against him.

Earlier, on the day of poll-
ing, Tej Pratap Yadav ex-
pressed confidence in his vic-
tory, saying that he has the 
blessings of his parents, RJD 
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav and 
Rabri Devi, and the people's 
support.

Speaking to ANI, Tej Prat-
ap Yadav said, "I am fully 
confident. I have the bless-
ings of my parents and the 
public."

Tej Pratap Yadav, who was 
expelled from the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal earlier this year, 
has formed his own party, 
named Janshakti Janata Dal, 
and contested under his par-
ty's banner from Mahua.

He visited various polling 
booths in the constituency 
during polling on Thursday.

Earlier on November 4, 
Ravinder Shukla, aka Ravi 
Kishan, who is a Lok Sabha 
MP from Gorakhpur in Ut-
tar Pradesh, had said that 
Mahagathbandhan will be 
trounced in the Bihar As-
sembly elections.

Taking a jibe at RJD lead-
er and Mahagathbandhan's 
Chief Ministerial candidate 
Tejashwi Yadav, Kishan told 
ANI that the schemes will 
improve daily since the op-
position's grand alliance has 
realised that they were going 
to "lose badly".

"Mahagathbandhan is go-
ing to be trounced. Thus, all 
these schemes will improve 
daily. They have realised 
that they will lose badly. RJD 
knows that NDA will win 
many of its seats. The ambi-
ence is in favour of PM Modi 
and Nitish Kumar's develop-
ment model," the BJP leader 
said.

After a historic voter turn-
out in the first phase of polls, 
Bihar is now gearing up for 
the second phase of the elec-
tions in 122 Assembly con-
stituencies on November 11.

NDA, comprising the BJP, 
JD(U), HAMS, LJP (RV), and 
others, is looking to retain 
power for a second term. 
The Mahagathbandhan, 
comprising Congress, RJD, 
left parties, and VIP, is look-
ing to get back to power.

Jan Suraaj, which made a 
debut in the electoral fray, is 
contesting in more than 200 
constituencies on its own.

The results for the Legis-
lative Assembly elections will 
be announced on November 
14. 

Rescheduled services in 
green line on Sunday

Tej Pratap Yadav greets BJP 
MP Ravi Kishan at airport, 

calls it "coincidence"

Special camps to facilitate commuters for 
recharging smart cards online and promote 

UPI payment-based ticketing system

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to review 
performance of 16 DPSUs in Delhi

Himachal Women's Commission takes 
cognisance of FIR against BJP MLA

PM Modi meets LK Advani, extends 
birthday greetings to veteran BJP leader

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta directs DUISIB to survey slums 
for Ujjwala beneficiaries, prioritises clean fuel access

PM Modi lauds BJP workers after landslide victory in 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu local elections

"Every person is in mood for change": UP Congress President Ajay Rai on Bihar elections

 Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi being welcomed by Madhya Pradesh Congress leaders on his arrival, in Pachmarhi on Saturday.
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LAUSANNE [SWITZERLAND] :
Type 2 diabetes (T2D), a chronic
condition affecting hundreds of
millions of people worldwide, is
commonly caused by the body's
inability to make enough insulin
or use it correctly.

To avoid negative outcomes
and long-term complications such
as limb amputation or heart prob-
lems, patients must understand
how to manage the condition on a
daily basis. A team of researchers
in Portugal has now assessed how
many patients - both insulin-treat-
ed and not insulin-treated - have
this crucial knowledge about T2D.
They published their findings in
Frontiers in Public Health.

Scientists found that many
people with type 2 diabetes know
little about their condition, indi-
cating a need to improve commu-
nication about the disease

"Our main motivation was to
contribute to the reduction of the
existing disparity in the knowl-
edge that diabetic patients have
regarding their disease," said first
author Prof Pedro Lopes Ferreira,
director of the Center for Health
Studies and Research of the
University of Coimbra. "With this
study we evidenced the need to
improve the disease knowledge of
type 2 diabetic patients."

Knowledge levels vary widely
To measure diabetes knowl-

edge, the researchers employed a

test designed for persons with
type 1 or type 2 diabetes. The test,
among other things, asks about
diet, signs and symptoms, and
medication control. The research
included 1,200 diabetics, over 40
per cent of whom were treated
with insulin. The remainder of the
sample followed particular diets,
with some also using non-insulin
oral antidiabetics, while others
depended only on food.

The results showed that many
participants (71.3 per cent) could
answer food-related questions

correctly, and that more than four
out of five respondents demon-
strated good knowledge of the
positive impact of physical activi-
ty. More than 75 pre cent of
respondents also knew about the
best method for testing blood
sugar levels.

In other areas, however, the
researchers found that knowledge
was severely lacking. For exam-
ple, when asked which food item
should not be used to treat low
blood sugar levels, only 12.8 per
cent of participants answered cor-

rectly. The lowest percentage (4.4
per cent) of correct answers was
on a question concerning the
symptoms of ketoacidosis, a
potentially life-threatening, late-
stage T2D complication.

"One of the main reasons for
this disparity in knowledge is
probably the behavior of health
professionals and the areas that
are prioritized when informing
patients," Lopes Ferreira
explained.

Equipping patients with
knowledge The researchers found

that the use of medication was
one factor that impacted T2D
knowledge. The percentage of
correct answers was 51.8 pre cent
for non-insulin treated patients,
and 58.7 per cent for patients
using insulin. Looking at socioeco-
nomic and demographic factors,
being younger than 65 years, hav-
ing a higher education, not living
alone, and following a specific diet
had a positive impact on disease
knowledge.

The researchers said that their
results highlight the need to
improve T2D knowledge about
certain aspects of the disease, for
example, blood sugar monitoring,
which can help to avoid spikes in
blood sugar levels that are associ-
ated with acute and chronic com-
plications. Knowledge gaps within
individual sections of the test are
also something that needs to be
addressed urgently, the team
pointed out.

They also stated that studies
with even more participants could
help to better understand the role
of the socioeconomic and clinical
determinants of the disease. "We
focused on patients' own knowl-
edge of their disease, rather than
disease management being based
solely on biological indicators. We
hope that the results obtained will
allow professionals to change the
way they inform patients," Lopes
Ferreira concluded.

MINNEAPOLIS [US] : People suf-
fering from essential tremor, a
movement disorder marked by
involuntary shaking, are three
times more likely to have demen-
tia than the general population,
according to studies.

The findings will be presented
at the American Academy of
Neurology's 76th Annual Meeting,
which will take place in Denver
and online from April 13 to 18,
2024.

Essential tremor is the most
common tremor disorder, even
more prevalent than Parkinson's
disease. In addition to arm and
hand tremors, people may have
uncontrollable shaking of the
head, jaw, and voice.

"While many people living with
essential tremor experience mild
tremor, in some individuals, the
tremor can be quite severe," said
study author Elan D. Louis, MD,
MSc, at University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in
Dallas and a Fellow of the
American Academy of Neurology.
"Not only do tremors affect a per-
son's ability to complete daily
tasks such writing and eating, our
study suggests that people with
essential tremor also have an
increased risk of developing
dementia."

The study involved 222 people
with essential tremor who had an
average age of 79 at the start of
the study. They took thinking and

memory tests to determine
whether they had normal cogni-
tive skills, mild cognitive impair-
ment or dementia at the start of
the study.

Participants then had follow-
up exams every 1.5 years for an
average of five years.

Of this group, 168 people had
normal cognitive skills, 35 had
mild cognitive impairment and 19
had dementia at the start of the
study.

During the study, 59 developed
mild cognitive impairment and 41
developed dementia. Researchers
then compared the rate at which
people developed mild cognitive
impairment and dementia, as well
as the prevalence of these condi-
tions, to the rates and prevalence
for the general population. They
also compared participants to the
rates and prevalence for people
with Parkinson's disease.

Researchers found 19% of par-
ticipants had or developed
dementia during the study, and
each year an average of 12% of
people diagnosed with mild cogni-
tive impairment went on to devel-
op dementia. These rates were
three times higher than the rates
in the general population.
However, the rates were lower
than those seen in people with
Parkinson's disease, a population
for which dementia is more
prevalent.

UPPSALA [SWEDEN] :
Researchers at Uppsala
University and KTH Royal
Institute of Technology have cre-
ated an antibody that has the
potential to treat a variety of can-
cers. Researchers were able to
integrate three different func-
tionalities in the antibody, which
combined significantly increased
the action of T cells on the cancer
tumour.

Researchers have developed a
unique type of antibody that both
targets and delivers a drug pack-
age via the antibody itself, while
simultaneously activating the
immune system ("3-in-1 design")
for personalised immunotherapy
treatments.

"We have been researching
precision medicine for close to 15
years now, as well as how we can
use antibodies to influence an
important key protein (CD40) in
the immune system. We can now
show that our new antibody
method works as precision medi-
cine for cancer," explains Sara
Mangsbo, professor at the
Department of Pharmacy at
Uppsala University, who together
with Johan Rockberg, professor
at KTH Royal Institute of
Technology, is the study's lead

author. The drug redirects the
immune system to find and target
specific mutations and gene
changes that are only found in
cancer cells, known as neoanti-
gens. This is achieved by the new
antibody both delivering the
unique tumour-specific material
directly to a particular type of
immune cell and by stimulating
this cell simultaneously, which
then has the capacity to greatly
enhance the T-cell response to
the tumour. The results show that
the method works in several

ways. Not only does it activate
the right type of immune cells in
human blood samples, but ani-
mal models show that mice
receiving the treatment had pro-
longed survival and, at higher
doses, also save the mice from
cancer, and that the method is
safer than previous cancer treat-
ments the researchers have stud-
ied. Customised precision medi-
cines can be both costly and time-
consuming to develop.

"The advantage of our drug is
that it is easy to produce on a

larger scale , yet can be easily
tailored to the patient's disease
or specific tumour. The medicine
consists of two parts that are
combined, a targeting bispecific
antibody - which can be pro-
duced in large quantities in
advance - and a custom peptide
part, which is produced rapidly
synthetically on a small scale for
a desired type of cancer. Both in
terms of production cost and the
short time it takes to tailor a pep-
tide to a new tumour, this
increases availability and should
make it quicker for patients to go
from diagnosis to treatment,"
explains Johan Rockberg,
Professor at KTH Royal Institute
of Technology.

The aim of the study was to
establish a more flexible, faster
and safer treatment for cancer
than those currently available.
The study has already shown that
the method has the potential to
be customised for each patient,
thereby strengthening the
immune system against cancer.
The next step is to use the fully
optimised production process to
manufacture the drug candidate
for further safety studies and
then start clinical trials in
humans.

ILLINOIS [US] : A collaborative
research between a bariatric and
transplant surgery team has pro-
vided fresh hope for individuals
with end-stage renal disease
(ESRD) and obesity. The study's
authors investigated the results of
metabolic and bariatric surgery in
ESRD patients, as well as whether
such surgery might enhance their
eligibility for kidney transplanta-
tion. The findings are reported in
the Journal of the American
College of Surgeons.

"Obesity is a worsening prob-
lem in the United States, signifi-
cantly impacting transplant eligi-
bility. We established the CORT
initiative - a collaborative for obe-
sity research in transplantation -
recognizing the urgent need to
address this issue, especially in
underserved populations who suf-
fer the most from obesity-related
diseases," said corresponding
study author Anil Paramesh, MD,
MBA, FACS, professor of surgery,
urology, and paediatrics and
director of the kidney and pan-
creas transplant programs at
Tulane University School of
Medicine. Patients with ESRD face
many difficulties without a trans-
plant; their only alternative is to
prolong life through dialysis, a
process that is not only costly and
time-intensive but also significant-
ly diminishes the quality of life, Dr
Paramesh noted. The study, con-
ducted between January 2019
and June 2023, followed 183
ESRD patients referred for
bariatric surgery, with 36 under-
going weight loss surgery and 10

subsequently receiving kidney
transplants. Results showed a
27% reduction in average BMI at
the time of transplant, alongside
improvements in hypertension
and diabetes management. This
improvement in the management
of comorbid conditions enhanced
patients' overall health and
transplant viability. With obesity
being a major cause of trans-
plant exclusion, this collabora-
tive program represents a path
forward for patients who previ-
ously would be ineligible, Dr
Paramesh said and may help
pave the way for increased
patient education and access.
"We've seen that bariatric sur-
gery is not just about weight loss;
it significantly improves other
serious conditions like diabetes,
high blood pressure, and sleep

apnea. This approach not only
helps in reducing the patients'
weight to a level where they can
safely receive a transplant but
also addresses the broader issue
of health care disparities, partic-
ularly affecting Black and lower-
income individuals," said Dr
Paramesh.

However, the study also faced
challenges, including a high
drop-off rate of patients unwill-
ing or unable to undergo surgery,
and unique postoperative compli-
cations such as hypotension.

"Our findings indicate a press-
ing need to enhance patient edu-
cation and support, making sure
that potential candidates under-
stand the benefits of weight loss
surgery and its role in improving
their eligibility for transplant,"
said Dr Paramesh.

WASHINGTON DC [US] : New
research from Sweden's
Karolinska Institutet demon-
strates how oestrogen protects
against MASLD, a fatty liver dis-
ease that has developed rapidly
during the obesity epidemic. The
study, published in the journal
Molecular Systems Biology,
demonstrates how a new medi-
cine under development could
become a future treatment for
fatty liver disease and liver can-
cer.

The global obesity epidemic
has resulted in a dramatic
increase in fatty liver, a disease in
which fat that does not fit into fat
cells is stored in liver cells
instead.

Since last year, fatty liver due
to obesity (and not excessive alco-
hol consumption) is known as
MASLD (metabolic dysfunction-
associated steatotic liver disease).
According to previous research,
as many as one in three adults
are affected by some degree of
MASLD, which in the worst cases
can develop into cirrhosis and
liver cancer.

Women are protected until
menopause

However, the disease is very
unevenly distributed between the
sexes, with a large majority of
affected individuals being men.

"Women have a natural pro-
tection until menopause due to
the female sex hormone oestro-
gen," explains Claudia Kutter,

senior researcher at the
Department of Microbiology,
Tumor and Cell Biology,
Karolinska Institutet who led the
study.

Although women's protection
has been known for some time,
the mechanism behind the pro-
tective effect has been less clear.
Now Claudia Kutter's research
team may have found the answer.

Through genetic analyses of
mice of both sexes fed a high-fat
diet, with some of the male mice

also receiving oestrogen, the
researchers were able to identify
a key protein in the development
of fatty liver. The protein, called
TEAD1, was found to play an
overall role in regulating how
liver cells absorb fat. Blocking
TEAD1 protected liver cells from
the harmful accumulation of fat.
Mice receiving oestrogen treat-
ment had lower TEAD1 activity
and less fat accumulation in the
liver. New drug under develop-
ment In the next step, the

researchers tested blocking
TEAD1 in human liver cells with
the same result. The fact that this
was possible at all, however, was
a bit of luck.

"It turned out that a pharma-
ceutical company is developing an
anti-cancer drug that blocks
TEAD1, which allowed us to test
our hypothesis," says Claudia
Kutter.

The fact that TEAD1 is also
involved in cancer does not worry
her, quite the contrary.

"Since the activity of TEAD
proteins is elevated in cancer,
blocking TEAD at an early stage
can also be positive from a cancer
point of view," she says. "Patients
suffering from liver cancer are
currently diagnosed very late. If
the patient is given this drug early
in the process to protect against
fatty liver, it can hopefully also
prevent the development of liver
cancer."

Will be tested on humans
The pharmaceutical company

will now start clinical trials of the
drug as a protection against fatty
liver disease, while Claudia
Kutter's research team will con-
tinue researching further ways to
tackle the disease.

"We want to focus on how to
find the disease earlier and iden-
tifying new treatment targets,"
she says. "Different approaches
may be needed for different
patients depending on their gen-
der and hormonal status."

LOS ANGELES [US] : Researchers have developed a
technique for quickly and cheaply identifying sar-
coidosis, a chronic inflammatory illness character-
ized by the growth of microscopic lumps called gran-
ulomas in the lungs and other organs.

The technique, which uses a simple blood test,
may allow for the selective use of more intrusive
diagnostic tests that are commonly employed to iden-
tify the disease. The results were reported in the
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine.

"Currently, diagnosing sarcoidosis isn't a straight-
forward process and requires tissue removal and
testing with additional screenings to rule out other
diseases, such as tuberculosis or lung cancer," said
James Kiley, Ph.D., director of the NIH's Division of
Lung Diseases at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute (NHLBI).

"Using a blood test will help diagnose faster, par-
ticularly in those organs that are more challenging to
biopsy and with less harm to the patient."

Though the exact cause of sarcoidosis is
unknown, researchers suspect it is an immune disor-
der triggered by a group of specific antigens, which
are generally foreign substances that incite an
immune response in the body. In the United States,
an estimated 8-11 people per 100,000 are affected by
sarcoidosis each year, according to previous
research.

To identify antigens and determine which might
be linked to sarcoidosis, scientists collected lung fluid
samples and blood cells from patients with pul-
monary sarcoidosis and then extracted the genetic
material. Using a combination of molecular tech-

niques, the researchers homed in on two newly
described disease-specific antigen biomarkers that
only bind to the antibodies of sarcoidosis-positive
patients.

They next designed a highly specific blood test,
which only requires a small amount of blood, to
determine if they could accurately detect sarcoidosis.
To verify the test, researchers compared blood sam-
ples from 386 people, which included patients with
sarcoidosis, patients with tuberculosis, patients with
lung cancer and healthy individuals. The researchers
confirmed that their test was able to differentiate
patients who had sarcoidosis from those with other
respiratory diseases.

"More testing needs to be completed before this
screening method is ready for clinical use, but it's
possible that could be a reality within a few years,"
said Samavati.

New antibody could be prom-
ising cancer treatment: Study

Patients with obesity and renal
dysfunction may now be eligible
for kidney transplants

Many individuals with type 2 diabetes lack potentially
life-saving information regarding their illness

Researchers develope simple blood
test to quickly recognize sarcoidosis

Research shows how oestrogen
protects against fatty liver

People with essential tremor
may be at higher risk of

dementia, finds study
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Trains like Vande Bharat,
Namo Bharat, and Amrit
Bharat are laying the foun-
dation for the next genera-
tion of Indian Railways: PM

India has embarked on a
mission to enhance its re-
sources for a developed
India, and these trains are
poised to become milestones
in that journey: PM

Holy Pilgrimage sites are
now being connected
through the Vande Bharat
network, marking a conver-
gence of India’s culture,
faith, and development jour-
ney; this is a significant step
towards transforming her-
itage cities into symbols of
national progress: PM
MI News Service, New Delhi, 8
Nov.25 : In a significant step to-
wards expanding India’s mod-
ern rail infrastructure, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
flagged off four new Vande
Bharat Express trains from
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh today.
Addressing the gathering on
the occasion, Shri Modi wel-
comed all the dignitaries and
offered his respectful greetings
to all families of Varanasi, the
sacred city of Baba Vish-
wanath. He remarked on the
extraordinary celebrations
witnessed during Dev Deep-
awali and noted that today is
also an auspicious occasion
and extended his best wishes
to everyone for this festival of
development.

Noting that across the devel-
oped nations of the world, a
major driver of economic growth
has been robust infrastructure,
Shri Modi highlighted that in
every country that has achieved
significant progress and develop-
ment, infrastructure advance-
ment has played a pivotal role.
He stated that India too is rapidly
striding on this path. In this con-
text, the Prime Minister an-
nounced the launch of new
Vande Bharat trains across var-
ious regions of the country. In ad-
dition to the Banaras–Khajuraho
Vande Bharat, he flagged off the
Firozpur–Delhi Vande Bharat,
the Lucknow–Saharanpur Vande
Bharat, and the Ernakulam–
Bengaluru Vande Bharat. With
these four new trains, the total

number of operational Vande
Bharat trains in the country
has now exceeded 160. The
Prime Minister extended his
congratulations to the people
of Varanasi and all citizens of
India on the launch of these
trains.

“Trains like Vande Bharat,
Namo Bharat, and Amrit
Bharat are laying the founda-
tion for the next generation of
Indian Railways”, underlined
the Prime Minister, emphasis-
ing that this is a comprehen-
sive campaign to transform
Indian Railways. He described
Vande Bharat as a train made
by Indians, for Indians, and of
Indians—one that fills every
Indian with pride. He noted
that even foreign passengers
are astonished upon seeing
Vande Bharat. Shri Modi high-
lighted that India has em-
barked on a mission to
enhance its resources for a de-
veloped India, and these trains
are poised to become mile-
stones in that journey.

Highlighting that in India,
pilgrimage has for centuries
been regarded as a medium of
national consciousness, Shri
Modi emphasized that these
journeys are not merely routes
for divine darshan, but sacred
traditions that connect with
the soul of India. He cited
Prayagraj, Ayodhya, Haridwar,
Chitrakoot, and Kurukshetra
as spiritual centers of the na-
tion’s heritage. “These holy
sites are now being connected
through the Vande Bharat net-
work; it marks a convergence
of India’s culture, faith, and
development journey. This is a
significant step towards trans-
forming heritage cities into
symbols of national progress”,
exclaimed the Prime Minister.

Highlighting the often-

overlooked economic dimen-
sion of pilgrimage in India, the
Prime Minister noted that over
the past 11 years, developmen-
tal initiatives in Uttar Pradesh
have elevated pilgrimage to a
new level. Last year alone, 11
crore devotees visited Varanasi
for darshan of Baba Vish-
wanath. Since the construction
of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
over 6 crore people have vis-
ited the temple of Ram Lalla.
Shri Modi stated that these pil-
grims have contributed thou-
sands of crores of rupees to
Uttar Pradesh’s economy. He
remarked that this influx has
provided sustained earning op-
portunities to hotels, traders,
transport companies, local
artists, and boat operators
across the state. As a result,
hundreds of youth in Varanasi
are now launching new ven-
tures—from transport services
to Banarasi saree businesses.
He affirmed that these devel-
opments have opened the
doors of prosperity in Uttar
Pradesh and in Varanasi.

Prime Minister stated that
to realize the mantra of a de-
veloped India through a devel-
oped Varanasi, continuous
infrastructure development is
underway in the city. He high-
lighted that Varanasi is wit-
nessing the establishment,
expansion and qualitative im-
provement of quality hospitals,
improved roads, gas pipeline
networks, and internet connec-
tivity. He mentioned that rapid
progress is being made on the
ropeway project, and sports in-
frastructure such as the Gan-
jari and Sigra stadiums is also
in place. The Prime Minister
emphasized that the goal is to
make visiting, living in, and ex-
periencing Banaras a special
experience for everyone.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flags off four new 
Vande Bharat Express trains from Varanasi

MI News Service, Kolkata,
8 Nov.25 : As part of Vigi-
lance Awareness Week
2025, Sealdah Division,
Eastern Railway, organ-
ised a Vigilance Aware-
ness Seminar on
07.11.2025, reaffirming its
commitment to trans-
parency, integrity, and eth-
ical governance.

Shri Brajesh Kumar
Tripathy, IRSE, Chief Vigi-
lance Officer, Coal India
Limited, Kolkata, graced
the occasion as the Chief
Guest and addressed the
gathering. In his remarks,
he emphasized the impor-
tance of preventive vigi-
lance, transparency, and
system improvement to
ensure clean, efficient,
and accountable public
service delivery.

Shri Rajeev Saxena,
Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Sealdah, presided
over the seminar and
highlighted the Division’s
continuous initiatives to
foster integrity, promote
ethical practices, and
strengthen vigilance
mechanisms across all de-
partments.

The seminar focused

on reinforcing vigilance
values, enhancing internal
systems, and encouraging
collective responsibility to
build a corruption-free
and transparent work cul-
ture. The programme con-
cluded with an integrity
pledge reaffirming the
commitment of officers
and staff to uphold hon-
esty, fairness, and ethical
conduct in all spheres of
work.

Senior officials includ-
ing Shri Alok Singh, Senior
Divisional Finance Man-
ager, Shri Kundan Kumar
Sahay, Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer, and
other officers of the Divi-
sion were present on the
occasion.

Vigilance Awareness Seminar
Organised By Sealdah Division

Nurul Islam Khan : Re-
cently, the common peo-
ple are panicking about
SIR. As a result, many
people have committed
suicide. Regarding the
special revision of the
voter list, the Pir Saheb
of Furfura Sharif has
advised the common people of the state not to be afraid.
Pirzada Sattar Siddiqui, Pirzada Tamim Siddiqui, Pirzada
Mujahid Siddiqui, Pirzada Sawban Siddiqui, Pirzada
Sanaullah Siddiqui, Pirzada Minhaj Siddiqui, Pirzada
Safiri Siddiqui and Pirzada Mosfekin Siddiqui have given
a message not to be afraid. They have given a message
of fear for the common people, including various Islamic
rallies, saying that this government is harassing the peo-
ple of the country after coming to power. They are doing
several anti-people activities including Corona and de-
monetization. They are doing undemocratic and uncon-
stitutional work, especially targeting backward
communities including Muslims. The work they are doing
against the Hindu community with the SIR has also been
mentioned. The Pirsahebs said that the BJP government
is no more. They asked to fill the form correctly and re-
ceive a copy and keep it with them. Pirsaheb asked to
write the name, phone number and batch number of the
BLO there. Various people have come forward to help in
filling the form in this regard.

Don't panic about SIR, Pir Saheb of Furfura

MI News Service, Istanbul: Turkey’s Chief
Public Prosecutor’s Office in Istanbul has
issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 36
other senior officials on charges of war
crimes, genocide and crimes against hu-
manity in Gaza. The warrants were ap-
proved by the Istanbul Criminal Court on
Friday, November 7, following a wide-rang-
ing investigation into Israel’s military opera-
tions in Gaza since October 7, 2023, which
Turkish authorities said resulted in the
deaths of thousands of civilians and the de-
struction of vital infrastructure.

According to the statement, Israel’s ac-
tions were conducted “systematically”, re-
sulting in: Widespread civilian casualties:
The bombing of hospitals and residential
area:Blockade of humanitarian aid to
Gaza:Long-term destruction of civilian in-
frastructure. Among the incidents cited
were the October 17, 2023, airstrike on Al-
Ahli Baptist Hospital, which killed 500 peo-
ple, and the March 21, 2025, attack on the
Turkish-Palestinian Friendship Hospital.

The investigation extended to the Global
Sumud Flotilla, a humanitarian convoy inter-
cepted by Israeli naval forces in international
waters while en route to Gaza. Prosecutors
said the activists aboard were unlawfully de-
tained, prompting Turkey to launch legal
proceedings under the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea and relevant
provisions of the Turkish Penal Code.

Victims repatriated to Turkey between

October 4 and 10, 2025, underwent medical
and psychological examinations at the Istan-
bul Forensic Medicine Institution. Their tes-
timonies, along with evidence provided by
the Istanbul Bar Association No. 2, were in-
cluded in the investigation file.

Following the review, prosecutors charged
the 37 Israeli officials under:Article 77 – Crimes
Against Humanity:Article 76 – Genocide:The
list of those named includes:Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel:Israel Katz,
Defence MinisterItamar Ben-Gvir, National Se-
curity Minister: Eyal Zamir, Chief of General
Staff:David Saar Salama, Navy Commander.

The National Intelligence Organisation
(MİT) and the Istanbul Police Department have
been directed to identify and locate the sus-
pects. The Prosecutor’s Office said that the Gaza
investigation is being conducted “meticulously
and comprehensively” and reaffirmed Turkey’s
stance on accountability for war crimes and vi-
olations of international law.

Turkey issues arrest warrants for Netanyahu, 
36 Israeli officials over Gaza war crimes

MI News Service, Thiru-
vananthapuram: A Dalit
research scholar from
Kerala University, Vipin
Vijayan, has accused the
Dean of the 
Sanskrit Department, Dr.
C. N. Vijayakumari, of
caste discrimination and
academic harassment
after his PhD degree was
allegedly withheld despite
meeting all formal aca-
demic requirements.

Vijayan, who com-
pleted his M.Phil and PhD
research under the same
professor’s supervision,
claimed that the Dean re-
fused to forward his PhD
file for approval and
made casteist remarks
questioning his right to
study Sanskrit. “She told
me that a Pulayan or

Parayan can never master
Sanskrit the way a Brah-
min does,” he wrote in a
detailed social media
statement on Wednesday,
calling the experience
“emotionally devastating
and academically humili-
ating.”

The scholar said that
although his thesis Sadgu-
rusarvasam: A Study was
approved by two external
examiners appointed by
the Vice-Chancellor, the
Dean allegedly blocked
his final viva-voce certifi-
cation, stating he was
“not qualified to even
speak Sanskrit.” Vijayan
said he possesses post-
graduate degrees in San-
skrit from Sree
Sankaracharya University
and Kerala University it-

self.
He alleged that caste

and political bias moti-
vated the obstruction,
noting that he was once a
member of the Students’
Federation of India (SFI),
while Dr. Vijayakumari is
“openly aligned with RSS–
BJP ideology” and a mem-
ber of a Sangh-affiliated
teachers’ body. “If I am
politically biased, why is
hers never questioned?”
he asked.

The Kerala University
administration has not yet
issued an official state-
ment on the matter. Fac-
ulty sources confirmed
that the case 
has been brought to the
attention of the Vice-
Chancellor’s office. Stu-
dent groups on campus,

including the Dalit Stu-
dents Federation and SFI,
have demanded an in-
quiry and suspension of
the Dean pending investi-
gation.

Similar allegations of
caste discrimination in
higher education have 
recently surfaced in uni-
versities across India, in-
cluding Banaras Hindu
University and Delhi Uni-
versity, where 
Dalit scholars reported
systematic bias in San-
skrit and classical studies
departments.

For Vipin Vijayan, the
ordeal has taken a per-
sonal toll. “PhD was my
life’s dream,” he said.
“Now, the label ‘unfit to
study Sanskrit’ will haunt
me forever.

You can’t study Sanskrit like a Brahmin: Dalit Phd
scholar alleges caste bias by Kerala University dean

MI Service, Srinagar: The Mu-
tahida Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), an
alliance of leading Islamic scholars
and religious organisations in
Jammu and Kashmir led by Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, has denounced
the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment’s directive instructing schools
to commemorate the 150th an-
niversary of Vande Mataram.

The group described the move
as an attempt to impose an “RSS-
driven Hindutva ideology” on the
Muslim-majority region under the
guise of cultural celebration.

In a statement released in Sri-
nagar, the MMU said the order is-
sued by the Department of Culture
directing schools to hold musical
and cultural events featuring
‘Vande Mataram’ was “coercive,
unjust, and un-Islamic.” It urged
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
to revoke the order immediately,
citing widespread public concern.

“The directive has caused deep
anguish among Muslims of the re-
gion, who are reaching out to the
religious leadership to take up this
serious matter,” the statement
read. “Forcing Muslim students or
institutions to engage in acts that
conflict with their faith is both un-
just and unacceptable.”

The government circular called
on schools across Jammu and
Kashmir to organise assemblies

and performances between Octo-
ber 31 and November 7 to mark
the 150th anniversary of the na-
tional song. Earlier, the Chief Sec-
retary chaired a meeting to ensure
the participation of schools across
the Union Territory, calling student
involvement “crucial for broader
outreach.”

The MMU argued that Vande
Mataram contains expressions of
reverence that contradict the Is-
lamic belief in tawhid, or the one-
ness of God. “Reciting or singing
Vande Mataram involves devo-

tional acts not permissible in
Islam,” the statement said. “Islam
teaches love for one’s nation
through service, compassion, and
moral integrity not through rituals
that compromise faith.”

The religious body alleged that
the order reflected a larger ideo-
logical campaign aimed at reshap-
ing the cultural and religious
identity of the region. “The direc-
tive appears to be a deliberate at-
tempt to advance an RSS-inspired
narrative in a Muslim-majority ter-
ritory rather than promoting gen-
uine unity and mutual respect,” the
MMU stated.

It added that Muslims in Kash-
mir have consistently demonstrated
patriotism through community
service, education, and social wel-
fare. “Compelling participation in
religiously sensitive activities vio-
lates freedom of belief and mutual
respect,” it said, urging the admin-
istration to withdraw the order im-
mediately to avoid further distress.

As of now, the Jammu 
and Kashmir administration has
not issued any official response to 
the MMU’s statement. Vande
Mataram, written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee in the 1870s 
and later included in his 1882
novel Anandamath, became a ral-
lying cry during India’s freedom
struggle and was adopted as the
national song in 1950.

Kashmir clerics slam Vande Mataram 
order as hindutav push, demand withdrawal

MI News Service, Moscow:
Russia said Saturday that
it targeted Ukrainian mili-
tary-industrial and gas-en-
ergy facilities in response
to alleged Ukrainian at-
tacks on civilian sites. The
Russian Defense Ministry
described the operation as
a "massive strike" using
high-precision long-range
weapons from air, land
and sea, including hyper-
sonic Kinzhal missiles and
combat drones.

"All designated targets
have been hit," the min-
istry said in a statement.
Russia's air defense sys-
tems shot down two
guided aerial bombs and
178 drones over the past
day, said the ministry.

Russia launches massive
strike on Ukrainian

military, energy facilities

PM Inaugurates Year-Long Com-
memoration Of 150 Years Of The
National Song “Vande Mataram”

EDRM, officers and staff of Eastern Railway's Malda Divi-
sion join in the mass singing of “Vande Mataram”
MI News Service, Kolkata, 8 Nov.25 : Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi inaugurated the year-long commemoration
of 150 years of the National Song “Vande Mataram” and
attended a mass singing programme on 7th November
2025 at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New Delhi.On
this occasion, the Hon’ble Prime Minister also released a
Commemorative Stamp and Coin to mark 150 years of this
timeless composition that inspired India’s freedom move-
ment and continues to evoke national pride and unity. The
programme marked the formal launch of the nationwide
commemoration, which will continue from 7th November
2025 to 7th November 2026.

In Eastern Railway’s Malda Division, Shri Manish
Kumar Gupta, Divisional Railway Manager (DRM), Malda,
joined the mass singing programme at Malda Town Rail-
way Station to commemorate 150 years of “Vande
Mataram”, the National Song of India.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation
from senior branch officers, railway employees, doctors
and nurses of the Divisional Railway Hospital/Malda, mem-
bers of Bharat Scouts & Guides (Malda District), NCC
cadets, and passengers. Around 200 participants joined
the event, filling the station premises with patriotic fervour.

In the same spirit of commemoration, a total of 66 sta-
tions including New Farakka, Jangipur Road, Sahibganj,
Bhagalpur, Kahalgaon, Jamalpur, and Godda also observed
the occasion, where station supervisors, Station Masters,
and staff from all departments, including cleaning staff, ac-
tively participated in the programme. In addition, Diesel
Shed, Jamalpur, and DEMU Shed, Sahibganj, observed the
event under the leadership of the Senior Divisional Me-
chanical Engineer (Diesel), Jamalpur, and the Assistant
Mechanical Engineer, Sahibganj, respectively. Officials,
Scouts & Guides, and staff enthusiastically participated,
paying tribute to the National Song and reaffirming their
commitment to upholding the nation’s cultural heritage.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
8 Nov.25 : To clear the
extra rush of passengers,
Eastern Railway has de-
cided to run three (03) Un-
reserved Special trains
between Howrah & Rax-
aul, Sealdah & Jaynagar
and Asansol & Gaya.

03039 Howrah - Rax-
aul Unreserved Special
will leave Howrah at 15:15
hrs on 10.11.2025 to reach
Raxaul at 08:00 hrs on the
next day and 03040 Rax-
aul - Howrah Unreserved
Special will leave Raxaul
at 11:00 hrs on 11.11.2025
to reach Howrah at 05:15
hrs on the next day. The
train will stop at Bandel,
Barddhaman, Durgapur,
Asansol, Chittaranjan,
Madhupur and Jasidih sta-
tions over Eastern Railway
jurisdiction in both direc-
tions enroute. 

03189 Sealdah - Jayna-
gar Unreserved Special
will leave Sealdah at 15:40
hrs on 10.11.2025 to reach

Jaynagar at 07:00 hrs on
the next day and 03190
Jaynagar - Sealdah Unre-
served Special will leave
Jaynagar at 10:00 hrs on
11.11.2025 to reach Seal-
dah at 01:30 hrs on the
next day. The train will
stop at Naihati, Bandel,
Barddhaman, Durgapur,
Asansol, Chittaranjan,
Madhupur and Jasidih sta-
tions over Eastern Railway
jurisdiction in both direc-
tions enroute. 

03515 Asansol - Gaya
Unreserved Special will
leave Asansol at 13:00 hrs
on 10.11.2025 to reach
Gaya at 23:50 hrs on the
same day and 03516 Gaya
- Asansol Unreserved Spe-
cial will leave Gaya at
00:50 hrs on 11.11.2025 to
reach Asansol at 11:40 hrs
on the same day. The train
will stop at Chittaranjan,
Madhupur and Jasidih sta-
tions over Eastern Railway
jurisdiction in both direc-
tions enroute.

Eastern Railway To Run Three More Unreserved Special Trains

MI News Service, Delhi: The
Delhi High Court on Friday
delivered a split verdict on a
petition filed by jailed
Jammu and Kashmir MP
Sheikh Abdul Rashid com-
monly known as Engineer
Rashid challenging the fi-
nancial conditions imposed
on him for attending Parlia-
ment sessions while in cus-
tody. A division bench
comprising Justice Vivek
Chaudhary and Justice Anup
Jairam Bhambhani ex-
pressed divergent opinions
on the matter, with Justice
Chaudhary rejecting Rashid’s
plea and Justice Bhambhani
ruling in his favour. The case
will now be referred to the
Chief Justice’s Bench to re-
solve the deadlock. Rashid
had approached the High
Court seeking modification of
a March 25 order passed by
a coordinate bench that re-
quired him to deposit around
₹4 lakh with the jail authori-
ties as a prerequisite for at-
tending Parliament during
his custody parole.

Senior Advocate N. Har-
iharan, representing Rashid,
contended that the amount
demanded was unreason-
ably high and effectively hin-
dered the parliamentarian’s
ability to represent his Bara-

mulla constituency. He fur-
ther argued that the inclu-
sion of salaries of escorting
police personnel in the cost
calculation was inconsistent
with the Delhi Prison Rules
and that no administrative
notification could override
those statutory provisions.
Rashid, the counsel said,
was willing to bear legiti-
mate daily expenses such as
food and logistical costs but
not the salaries of accompa-
nying officers. The Delhi Po-
lice, in response, submitted
a detailed cost breakdown to
justify the charges, while
Senior Advocate Siddharth
Luthra appeared on behalf
of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

Sheikh Abdul Rashid,
who won the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections from
Baramulla, has been in-
carcerated in Tihar Jail
since 2019 following his
arrest by the NIA in a 2017
terror-funding case under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). A
former MLA, Rashid has
on multiple occasions been
granted temporary bail
and custody parole to ei-
ther attend parliamentary
proceedings or participate
in election campaigns.

Delhi HC delivers split verdict on
Engineer Rashid’s plea against pa-
role costs for attending Parliament

Hockey Bengal President and State Fire Minister Sujit Bose felicitates Indian
tennis icon Leander Paes in the presence of other dignitaries during the in-
auguration ceremony of the 126th Beighton Cup at the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Hockey Stadium in Kolkata on Saturday.

BJP MP claims national anthem was penned to wel-
come the British’; faces fierce political backlash
MI News Service, Honnavar, Karnataka : A
political storm erupted on Friday after
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP Vishwesh-
war Hegde Kageri claimed that India’s na-
tional anthem, Jana Gana Mana, was
originally written to “welcome the British.”
The remarks, made during an event in Hon-
navar, Karnataka, commemorating 150
years of Vande Mataram, drew widespread
condemnation from opposition parties.

According to Deccan Herald, Kageri as-
serted that ‘Vande Mataram’ deserved
greater prominence than ‘Jana Gana Mana’.
“Both songs hold equal importance, but
Vande Mataram never received the recogni-
tion it truly deserves,” he said. “Its legacy
from the freedom struggle should continue to
inspire future generations. It must reach
every school, college, and household.”

He went on to claim that Jana Gana Mana
“was composed to welcome the British,” but
added that “our forefathers decided to hon-
our both ‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Jana Gana
Mana’, and we have accepted that tradition.”
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Vivekananda Vidya Mandir Triumphs
in Opening Match of RDCA U-16 Inter-
School Cricket Tournament

MI CORRESPONDENT 
RANCHI: The RDCA Under-16 Inter-School Cricket Tournament (2025-
26), organized by the Ranchi District Cricket Association (RDCA), was
inaugurated today at Shakha Ground, Sector-II. 

The opening ceremony was graced by RDCA's Working President
Raju Sharma, Vice President Vibhuti Bhushan Amar, and Secretary
Shailendra Kumar, who formally inaugurated the tournament and
introduced the players of both participating teams.

The opening match was contested between Vivekananda Vidya
Mandir and Tender Heart School, where Vivekananda Vidya Mandir
emerged victorious after an impressive performance.

On the occasion, the new turf wicket at Shakha Ground, constructed
by Rockman Cricket Academy, was also inaugurated, marking a new
milestone for cricket infrastructure development in Ranchi.

The event witnessed the presence of several prominent figures from
the cricket fraternity, including RDCA Treasurer Saumitra Patnaik,
Executive Members Chanchal Bhattacharya, Muzzafar Ali, and Munna,
along with Assistant Secretaries Sunil Pal, Shambhu Sinha, and Nandji
Pandey. JSCA Committee Member Ramesh Kumar, JSCA Member Jai
Kumar Sinha, and former Ranji player Subhash Chatterjee also attend-
ed the ceremony, encouraging the young cricketers with their presence.

The tournament aims to promote grassroots cricket and nurture
young talent in Ranchi, setting the stage for a season filled with com-
petitive and spirited performances.

Jharkhand's
Dinesh Kumar
Wins Silver at
World Cup Bowling

PC JHA 
RANCHI: Making history for
India, Dinesh Kumar from
Jharkhand became the first-ever
Indian and the first player from
the state to win a medal at the
World Cup Bowling
Championship. 

His remarkable performance
earned him the silver medal in the
men's singles category, bringing
pride to both India and
Jharkhand.

The championship, held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, wit-
nessed participation from several
countries including Malaysia,
India, Australia, Hong Kong
China, England, Scotland, Ireland,
New Zealand, Wales, Canada, the
United States, and South Africa,
among others.

Dinesh displayed exceptional skill throughout the tournament,
defeating several top-ranked international players. In the semifi-
nals, he overcame hosts Malaysia with scores of 5-5 and 7-6 to
secure his place in the final. However, in the title clash, he went
down fighting against England, losing 1-7 and 2-7 to settle for the
silver medal.In the women's singles category, India's Rupa Rani
Tirkey finished sixth, adding to India's strong overall presence in the
competition. Thanks to the outstanding performances of Dinesh
Kumar and Rupa Rani Tirkey, India secured fifth position in the
overall team ranking. Chief Minister Hemant Soren, Sports Minister
Sudhanshu Kumar Sonu, Gandey MLA Kalpana Soren, Jharkhand
Olympic Association President R.K. Anand, Sports Secretary Manoj
Kumar, Sports Director Shekhar Jamuar, and former national coach
Dr. Madhukant Pathak-who trained both Dinesh and Rupa-congrat-
ulated the medalist on his historic achievement. Dinesh Kumar's sil-
ver medal marks a proud moment for Indian bowling and stands as
a milestone in Jharkhand's sporting history.

5th T20I : India clinch 2-1 series win
after rain forces washout in Brisbane

BRISBANE : India raced to 52 for
no loss in 4.5 overs before rain
forced their fifth and final T20I
against Australia to be washed out
at The Gabba in Brisbane on
Saturday. With persistent rain and
lightning forcing the game's aban-
donment, India clinched the five-
match series 2-1. 

The result marks India's fifth
consecutive T20I series win over
Australia, and also shows their
dominance over their opponents
in the shortest format. Openers
Abhishek Sharma (23 not out) and
Shubman Gill (29 not out) gave
India a brisk start before the skies
opened up and eventually didn't

give any room for a restart - the
second such instance of a no
result in the series. Before rain
halted the proceedings, left-hand-
ed opener Abhishek Sharma sur-
vived early chances to be unbeat-
en on 23 and become the second
fastest Indian batter to reach 1000
T20I runs, while Shubman Gill hit

glorious boundaries to be 29 not
out.

After India were inserted into
batting first, Abhishek was
dropped twice in the powerplay -
first by Glenn Maxwell at long-off
off Ben Dwarshuis, and then by
Dwarshuis himself on the bound-
ary after he miscued a pull against
Nathan Ellis. Despite the nervy
start, Abhishek capitalised on the
reprieves to hit two glorious
boundaries and reached the 1000-
run milestone in T20Is in just his
28th innings since making his
debut in July 2024.

While Abhishek rode his luck,
Gill looked assured at the other
end by hitting six boundaries to
give India early momentum,
before rain forced them to go off
the field. With a severe weather
alert displayed on the scoreboard
in the stadium, spectators in the
front rows had to be evacuated to
the stands with shelters. With
heavy rain lashing the stadium, as
per the weather radar, it eventual-
ly had a say in deciding the match.
In the three games that happened
in the series, Australia won in
Melbourne, before India stormed
back to win games in Hobart and
Gold Coast.

Brief scores: India 52 for no
loss in 4.5 overs (Shubman Gill 29
not out, Abhishek Sharma 23 not
out) against Australia

Crispin Chettri
names women's
team list of prob-
ables for
November FIFA
Window
NEW DELHI : Indian women's
national football team head coach
Crispin Chettri on Saturday
announced a 25-member list of
probables for the national camp
ahead of the November FIFA
International Women's Match
Window. 

The camp will begin on
November 10 at the National
Centre of Excellence in Kolkata,
with details of the upcoming
friendly matches - scheduled for
November 24-December 2 - to be
announced soon.

The Blue Tigresses will use
the November friendlies as part
of their preparations for the AFC
Women's Asian Cup 2026, as the
team continues to build rhythm
and depth following their recent
outings against IR Iran and Nepal
in Shillong during the October
window.

Chettri's squad features a
blend of experienced campaign-
ers and emerging young talents.
Among the seasoned names are
Manisha Kalyan, Ratanbala Devi,
Anju Tamang, Sanju, and Pyari
Xaxa, who will be expected to
provide leadership and attacking
impetus.

The goalkeeping unit includes
Adrija Sarkhel, Munni, and
Sowmiya Narayanasamy, offering
a mix of youthful promise and
experience. The defensive line-up
has reliable options such as
Martina Thokchom, Kiran Pisda,
Nirmala Devi Phanjoubam, and
Sanju, supported by promising
youngsters Aruna Bag, Malati
Munda, and Juli Kishan.

In midfield, Chettri has opted
for balance and versatility with
the inclusion of Sangita Basfore,
Ratanbala Devi Nongmaithem,
and Babina Devi Lisham, along-
side newcomers Aveka Singh and
Priyadharshini Selladurai.

The forward line is spear-
headed by Manisha Kalyan, who
continues to shine for Apollon
Ladies in Cyprus, and Karishma
Shirvoikar, whose pace and fin-
ishing have been standout fea-
tures in recent matches. Lynda
Kom Serto, Malavika P., and
Sushmita Jadhav add depth and
flexibility to India's attacking
options.

India's 25 probables for
November FIFA Window:

Goalkeepers: Adrija Sarkhel,
Munni, Sowmiya Narayanasamy

Defenders: Aruna Bag,
Dhurga Perumal, Juli Kishan,
Kiran Pisda, Malati Munda,
Martina Thokchom, Nirmala Devi
Phanjoubam, Sanju

Midfielders: Anju Tamang,
Aveka Singh, Babina Devi
Lisham, Jasoda Munda,
Priyadharshini Selladurai,
Ratanbala Devi Nongmaithem,
Sangita Basfore, Santosh

Forwards: Karishma
Shirvoikar, Lynda Kom Serto,
Malavika P, Manisha Kalyan,
Pyari Xaxa, Sushmita Jadhav

National Karting C'ship: Ishaan Madesh
clean sweeps senior max category;
Kiaan and Shiv post impressive wins
BENGALURU : Bengaluru teenag-
er, Ishaan Madesh (Peregrine
Racing) underlined his dominance
with a rousing win in the senior
max category to headline the fifth
round of the MECO-FMSCI
National Karting Championship
2025 at the Meco Kartopia circuit,
here on Saturday. 

Ishaan topped all the sessions -
Official Practice, Qualifying, Heat,
pre-finals and finals - to consoli-
date his position in the champi-
onship standings ahead of the
sixth and final round which will be
run this weekend.

"It wasn't easy, especially the
Finals. They were catching up
with me and I had to keep push-
ing," said Ishaan after holding off
Guguram's Aarav Dewan
(Leapfrog Racing) and Mumbai's
Krish Gupta (Rayo Racing) who
finished second and third, respec-
tively.

Other winners in Round-5
included Mumbai's Kiaan Shah
(Rayo Racing) in junior max,
Rehan Khan Rasheed (Momentum
Motorsport) from Chennai in mini
max and Coimbatore's Shiv Neel
(MSPORT), son of India's first
Formula 1 driver Narain
Karthikeyan, in micro max cate-
gory.

Kiaan Shah kept his wits about
him to win a close race in the jun-
ior max class after starting from
P2. There was considerable
jostling in the early part of the
race but Kiaan survived some
tense moments before breaking
through to win with something to
spare. 

Rehan Khan Rasheed enjoyed
a good run in the mini max class,
winning both the pre-finals and

finals. Favourite and champi-
onship leader Rivaan Dev
Preetham had a disastrous pre-
finals where he was involved in a
collision which saw him start the
finals in P8, but he made grounds
by finishing second behind Rehan
Khan, ahead of Faridabad's
Yatharth Gaur (Leapfrog Racing)
who, incidentally, posted the

fastest lap of the race. Shiv Neel,
starting from P3, fought his way to
the top with an impressive display
of race craft while the lone female
on the grid, Faridabad's Arshi
Gupta (Leapfrog Racing) battled
her way to second place with local
challenger and championship
leader Shiv Tummala (Peregrine
Racing) completing the podium.

Making it hard for
coach and cap-
tain to drop him,
says Ashwin after
Jurel notches up
back-to-back tons
NEW DELHI : India batter Dhruv
Jurel scored consecutive cen-
turies in the second unofficial Test
between India A and South Africa
A, and former India cricketer
Ravichandran Ashwin was full of
praise for the keeper-batter, stat-
ing that he has made a strong
case for himself ahead of the sen-
ior men's Test series against the
senior Proteas side.  

While India A were struggling
in the first innings, Jurel played
an anchor's role, helping the side
post 255/10 in 77.1 overs. No
other batter managed to score
over 25 runs, with skipper
Rishabh Pant being the second-
highest run scorer with 24 runs to
his name after Jurel's 132.

The visitors too experienced a
similar fate, as only Marques
Ackerman, scoring 134 runs,
shone with the bat while all other
batters struggled to get going.
While Tiaan van Vuuren was the
standout bowler for SA A in the
first innings, picking up a four-
wicket haul, Prasidh Krishna was
the pick of the bowlers for India
with three wickets to his name.
Mohammed Siraj and Akash Deep
picked two scalps each as the
hosts held South Africa A to
221/10 to take a slender lead.
While India A batters had a rela-
tively decent outing in the second.

Abhishek Sharma achieves multiple
feats upon completing 1000 T20I runs
BRISBANE : Abhishek Sharma
made history by hitting 1,000 runs
in T20 Internationals, setting new
world and Indian records. He
achieved the feat during India's
fifth and final T20I of the ongoing
series against Australia as the two
sides squared off here at The
Gabba on Saturday. 

He became the fastest to reach
this milestone for a single country
in terms of balls faced and also the
quickest Indian based on matches
played. Abhishek's achievement
surpassed the previous global
record held by Australia's Tim
David, who scored 1,000 runs in
569 balls during his impressive 74
off 38 balls in Hobart on
November 2.

India's T20I captain
Suryakumar Yadav was previous-
ly in second place, having faced
573 balls, while New Zealand's
Finn Allen was third with 611
balls. In terms of total balls faced
in T20Is, David now ranks sixth,
having faced 614 balls to score

1000 runs, including matches for
both Singapore and Australia.

Additionally, Abhishek almost
broke Virat Kohli's record, who

achieved 1,000 runs in 27 innings
over 29 matches. Abhishek
reached the milestone in 28
innings. Therefore, Abhishek is
the fastest Indian to 1,000 runs in
T20Is based on matches played.

Abhishek has the record for
reaching 1,000 runs the fastest in
terms of balls faced. However, the
record to reach this milestone in
the fewest matches is shared by
England's Dawid Malan and the
Czech Republic's Sabawoon
Davizi, both achieving it in their
24th match.

India's Sanju Samson (995
runs) and Tilak Varma (991 runs)
are close to reaching the 1,000-
run mark in T20I cricket, but nei-
ther made it to India's playing XI
in the fifth and deciding T20I
against Australia.

It is also noteworthy that
Abhishek Sharma survived two
scares, once before reaching the
1,000-run milestone and again in
the match during the first 11 balls
he faced.

Had a discussion with Naqvi, trying to bring Asia
Cup trophy home at the earliest, says Saikia 
NEW DELHI : BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia confirmed that he
held a cordial discussion with PCB
chairman Mohsin Naqvi on the
sidelines of the ICC Board meeting
held in Dubai on Friday, adding
that there's been willingness from
both sides to break the stalemate
over the Asia Cup trophy at the
earliest. The ongoing standoff
over the Asia Cup 2025 trophy
comes after India, led by
Suryakumar Yadav, defeated
Salman Agha's Pakistan side by
five wickets at the Dubai
International Stadium to secure
their ninth Asia Cup title.

But the post-match celebra-
tions took an unbelievable turn
when the Indian team opted not to
accept the trophy or winner's
medals from Naqvi, the ACC
Chairman who also serves as
Pakistan's Interior Minister and
Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB)."Yesterday, there
were two meetings of the ICC. One
is the formal board meeting and
the other is the informal board
meeting. There were two meet-
ings and in both the meetings, I
and the chairperson of PCB,
Mohsin Naqvi were present." "But

as it (the Asia Cup trophy issue)
was not on the agenda of the ICC's
meeting, we made a request and
the ICC facilitated a meeting
between me and Naqvi on the
sidelines of the board meeting."
"We had a long meeting for about
an hour and at the initiative of one
of the very senior ICC board mem-
bers, who's a very senior person.
So, they facilitated the conversa-
tion, and then the discussion
between India and Pakistan hap-
pened yesterday at the ICC's
meeting place." "Mohsin Naqvi
and I had a cordial discussion and
we are trying to solve this prob-
lem. He will also be giving us some

options, and we will also be giving
up some options so that the stale-
mate can be broken at the earliest
possible time," said Saikia to IANS
on Saturday. Before leaving for
the ICC quarterly meeting in
Dubai, Saikia had told IANS about
raising the grievance around the
delay in the Asia Cup trophy han-
dover despite a letter being sent to
the continental body. It remains to
be seen if a solution to the trophy
handover issue comes in the next
few days. There were certain
reports suggesting that a commit-
tee might be constituted to resolve
the Asia Cup trophy impasse.
Saikia, however, dismissed.


