""" 49th INTERNATIONAL KOLKATA BOOK FAIR starts from Jan 22

The International Kolkata Book Fair happens to be the biggest festival in West Bengal after Durga Puja. The upcoming 49th International Kolkata Book Fair
will commence from 22 January and will continue till 3 February 2026. Like previous years, the fair will be inaugurated by the Chief Minister of West Bengal
Mamata Banerjee. Eminent poets, authors and other scholars will be present as guests of honour at the inauguration. The venue for the mega event remains
same, i.e Boimela Prangan, Karunamoyee, Salt Lake. The International Kolkata Book Fair(IKBF) is the world's largest attended non-trade book festival. Twenty- ==
seven lakh book lovers visited the last book fair in 2025 and the book sales amounted to Rs 23 crores. PG 3 3
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Mamata
congratulates
Indian Women
Cricket team
for their World
cup win

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has
heartily congratulated the
Indian Women Cricket
team for their spectacular
win of the World cup last
night. In a social media
post through her X handle,
the Chief minister said ,
they are “an inspiration for
generations of young girls.
She further stated that
“the entire nation is in-
credibly proud of our
Women in Blue for their
feat in the World Cup final.
The fight they showed and
the command they dis-
played throughout the
tournament will be an in-
spiration for generations of
young girls. You have
proved that you are a
world-class team at the
apex level and you gave us
some absolutely brilliant
moments. You are our he-
roes. Many bigger victories
await you in the future. We
stand with you!”

Confusion erupts in
BLOs training sessions
in Bengal hefore SIR

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As the political atmosphere
in West Bengal has heated
up over the Election Com-
mission's decision to con-
duct Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the voters
list, hundreds of Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) in
West Bengal have raised
their voice in protest during
their on the job training On
Saturday and Sunday, fresh
controversy emerged after
disruptions were reported
during the three day of
training sessions of Booth
Level Officers (BLO) in
Kolkata and several dis-
tricts. According to in-
formed sources, many
government staff raised ob-
jections regarding official
duty status, working hours
and security cover. Many
teachers assigned as BLOs
alleged that their schools
marked them "absent" dur-
ing the training hours. They
demanded that they should
be marked "on duty" for
those days. Teachers also
sought central security
cover during their month
long job and warned that
they will not work without
adequate protection. Sev-
eral women teachers also
refused to work after
evening hours without se-
curity cover. A large num-
ber of BLOs also raised
issues with being forced to
work beyond duty hours.
However, Election Commis-
sion sources said the de-
mand for central security
cannot be accepted as law
and order is a state subject.
Meanwhile, TMC state Gen-
eral Secretary and party
spokesman Kunal Ghosh
said the state government
was unaware that teachers
were being appointed as
BLOs. He said the SIR exer-
cise forces teachers to work
beyond regular duty hours
and this had created prob-
lems for them. He added
that the education depart-
ment had no prior knowl-
edge about this BLO
deployment. the ruling Tri-
namool Congress and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
have openly opposed the
SIR exercise. ~Mamata
Banerjee has also an-
nounced that she will lead a
massive protest march in
Kolkata on Tuesday to mark
her objection. The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has recently announced that
the second phase of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision will
be conducted in 12 states
and Union territories, in-
cluding West Bengal, which
are heading for elections
next year.
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India’s captain Ha.rma.npreet Kaur sha.res a light moment with the teammates after the trophy presentation of the ICC Women’s World Cup Final match between India and
South Africa at the DY Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai

India is backing high nsk high impact research projects: PM

MI News Service, New Delhi :
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday highlighted that
India was currently backing
large number of high risk and
high impact research and devel-
opment projects, and fostering
private investments in this do-
main to emerge as a science and
technology powerhouse. Inaugu-
rating the first ever Emerging
Science, Technology and Innova-
tion Conclave (ESTIC), the an-
nual flagship event involving
policy-makers, innovators and
global visionaries, Prime minis-
ter Modi said his government
has introduced significant re-
forms for a modern ecosystem of
innovation to flourish in the
country.

At the Conclave, the Prime
minister also launched the Rs
one lakh crore Research, Devel-
opment and Innovation Fund to
spur private sector investment
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This signifi-
cant invest-
ment is aimed
al beneliting

the public
and unlocking
new avenues
Yol opportunity
--PM Modi

PM Narendra Modi during Emeging Science, Technology, and Inno-
vation Conclave (ESTIC) — 2025 at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi

aimed at benefiting the public
and unlocking new avenues of
opportunity,” he said. PM Modi
said the government's goal was
to foster a culture of research
and development within the pri-
vate sector as well. "For the first

specifically for high-risk, high-
impact projects, ensuring sup-
port for  ground-breaking
endeavours," he said, adding the
government was focusing on
'Ease of Doing Research' so that

achieve this vision, our govern-
ment has introduced significant
reforms in financial regulations
and procurement policies. Addi-
tionally, we have streamlined in-
centives and supply chain
frameworks to accelerate the
transition of prototypes from the
lab to the market," PM Modi
said. The Prime minister further
stated that over the past decade,
India's R&D expenditure has
doubled, demonstrating commit-
ment to innovation. "The num-
ber of registered patents has
grown an impressive 17-fold. In
the start up landscape, India has
emerged as the third-largest
ecosystem globally," he said. PM
Modi said the government has
established the Anusandhan Re-
search Foundation to elevate re-
search and innovation across
universities, creating new op-
portunities for growth and ad-
vancement. The Prime minister
said when innovation is inclu-

greatest beneficiaries and In-
dian women serve as a prime
example of this. "Their contribu-
tions are widely recognised, par-
ticularly in discussions about
India's advancements in space
exploration. A decade ago, the
number of patents filed by
women in India was less than
100 annually. Today, that num-
ber has surged to over 5,000
each year," he said. The Prime
minister said women make up
43 per cent of those pursuing
STEM education in India — well
above the global average. PM
Modi said the foundation for
great achievements is laid when
science meets scale, innovation
becomes inclusive and technol-
ogy drives transformation. "Over
the past 10-11 years, India has
exemplified this vision in action.
India is no longer just a con-
sumer of technology. It has be-
come a pioneer of transfo

in research and development.
"This significant investment is

time,

fund is being allocated

a modern ecosystem of innova-
tion can flourish in India.

"To

sive, its leaders emerge as the

rmation through technology," he
added.
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125" ANNIVERSA

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla addresses a session on ‘India@100: An Age of a New
Dawn’ organised by the Bharat Chamber of Commerce to mark the launch of its 125th
anniversary celebrations, in Kolkata on Monday.

ED attaches assets worth over Rs 3,000 Cr
of Anil Ambani in money laundering case

MI News Service, New Delhi
; In a major crackdown on
big corporate entity, the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
has attached assets worth
more than Rs 3,000 crore
linked to Reliance Group
Chairman Anil Ambani as
part of a money laundering
investigation against his
group companies, official
sources said on Monday.
The federal probe agency
has issued four provisional
orders under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering

Act (PMLA) for attaching
the properties, including
the 66-year-old Ambani's
house in Pali Hill, Mumbai,
apart from other residential
and commercial properties
of his group companies,
they said.

A plot of land belonging
to Reliance Centre on Ma-
haraja Ranjit Singh Marg in
Delhi and multiple other as-
sets in the national capital,
Noida, Ghaziabad, Mumbai,
Pune, Thane, Hyderabad,
Chennai and East Godavari

have also been attached. In
a statement the Enforce-
ment Directorate today said
that it has provisionally at-
tached over 40 properties
of the Reliance Anil Ambani
Group, including the fam-
ily’s famed Pali Hill resi-
dence in Mumbai, in a
money laundering case,
with the total value of the
seized assets exceeding Rs
3,000 crore. The attached
assets comprise office

»» Continued on page 3

CMYK. I ]

Drive for voter list revision is a
milestone of Indian democracy: CEC

MI News Service, Kanpur :
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar has
described the voter list revi-
sion drive in Bihar as a "pu-
rification" exercise and said
it was a milestone in the
making of Indian democracy.
Addressing the students
and others at IIT-K on its
foundation day on Sunday,
the CEC said "the world's
biggest voter list purification
exercise was conducted in
Bihar alone in the first phase,
and once the same drive is
extended to 51 crore more
voters in 12 more states, it
will mark a historic achieve-
ment for the Election Com-
mission and the nation".
“When this process is com-
pleted across the country,
people will feel proud not just
of the Election Commission
but of India’s democratic
strength,” Kumar said while
addressing the gathering.
The Election Commission
recently announced that the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) would also be con-
ducted between November
and February in 12 states
and Union Territories—in-
cluding West Bengal, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
—all of which are scheduled
to hold assembly elections in
2026. The CEC was in the city
to attend the Foundation Day
celebrations of IIT-K, his

(%)
the world's biggest
voter list purification
exercise was con-
ducted in Bihar alone
in the first phase, and
once the same drive
is extended to 51
crore more voters in
12 more states, it will
mark a historic
achievement for the
Election Commission

and the nation
--Gyanesh Kumar

alma mater, to receive the
Distinguished Alumnus
award. “I came here only be-
cause my mother wanted me
to. I respect my mother’s
wishes,” he said with a smile.
“The four years I spent at IIT-

K were the most vibrant and
unforgettable years of my
life.” Kumar noted that today,
both the nation’s notes and
votes are in the hands of
[ITians — the RBI Governor
and the CEC. “The values I
imbibed here (IITK) have
guided me throughout my
administrative career," he
added. He expressed confi-
dence that the Bihar polls
would set new standards in
transparency, efficiency and
simplicity, becoming a model
for other democracies. The
243-member Bihar Assem-
bly will go to polls in two
phases on November 6 and
November 11, and the count-
ing of votes will take place on
November 14. Accompanied
by his wife Anuradha,
Kumar fondly recalled his
early years — learning to
swim in the Ganga at Kashi’s
ghats, studying at the
Queen’s Inter College in
Varanasi, moving with his fa-
ther to his various job post-
ings, and later pursuing
higher studies in Lucknow
before joining IIT Kanpur.
Further recalling the journey
from the ghats of Varanasi to
the nation’s highest election
office, the CEC said, “A boy
who learnt swimming in the
Ganga never imagined that
one day he would occupy the
chair of India’s Chief Election
Commissioner.”

Bengal Govt has
achieved one crore
hospitalisation under
Swasthya Sathi

MI News Service, Kolkata ;
West Bengal Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has an-
nounced that the state gov-
ernment has achieved a
remarkable feat by record-
ing as many as ‘one crore
hospitalisation’ under the
Swasthya Sathi health as-
surance scheme by the end
of last month.

Sending a message
through her social media
platform X, The Chief minis-
ter said “Swasthya Sathi' --
the all-inclusive, unique
health assurance scheme of
Government of West Bengal
has achieved one crore hos-
pitalisations mark on 31st
October 2025, where cash-
less health care benefit of Rs.
13,156 crore has been pro-
vided to the citizens of WEST
BENGAL entirely from the
State Budget. Any resident of
West Bengal is eligible to
avail the Dbenefits of
'Swasthya Sathi', if not cov-
ered by any other State-
sponsored scheme. More
than 8.5 crore residents of
West Bengal are covered
under the scheme. Robust IT
platform and time-bound
payment to hospital partners
have ensured faster and re-
liable service delivery to its
beneficiaries. Government of
West Bengal is always with
you in your difficult times.”,
she said . In another post
Mamata Banerjee said “I
am delighted to announce
that ‘Bengal model’ to fight
Type I diabetes - has become
a global model to emulate.
Recently, Harvard Medical
School Associate Professor
Gene Bukhman, considered
as an authority on non-com-
municable diseases, has vis-
ited our SSKM Hospital and
appreciated the initiative as
it is a first-of-its-kind State-
piloted programme in the
country. I congratulate all
those associated with the ini-
tiative.”.

24 killed in road acci-
dent in Telangana, PM
Modi condoles

MI News Service, Hyder-
abad : At least 24 people
were killed and four others
suffered injuries when a
tipper lorry carrying
gravel collided head-on
with a crowded public bus
in Ranga Reddy district of
Telangana on Monday, po-
lice said. Among the de-
ceased 10 were women,
the police added. After the
collision the Telangana
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (RTC) vehicle near
Chevella this morning, the
bus was completely de-
stroyed causing so many
casualties.. Because of the
severity of the accident,
the number of casualties
might increase, the police
said adding that all the in-
jured were admitted to
nearby hospitals where the
condition of some of them
was stated to be critical.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed deep sor-
row over the tragedy and
announced an ex-gratia of
Rs 2 lakh each for the fam-
ilies of the deceased and
Rs 50,000 for the injured.
"The loss of lives due to a
mishap in the Rangareddy
district of Telangana is
deeply saddening. My
thoughts are with the af-
fected people and their
families during this diffi-
cult time. Praying for the
speedy recovery of the in-
jured," a PMO statement
said."An ex-gratia of Rs
two lakh from PMNRF
would be given to the next
of kin of each deceased.
The injured would be
given Rs 50,000," the
Prime minister said. The
RTC bus, belonging to the
Tandur depot, was carry-
ing around 40 passengers,
including students and of

»» Continued on page 3
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Mystery deepens
over student’s death
in residential school

MI News Service, West
Bardhman: A fresh wave
of shock has rippled through
West Bardhman following the
mysterious death of a ninth-
grade student inside a private
residential school hotel. The
body of the deceased teenag-
er, identified as 14-year-old
Shambhu Kumbhakar from
Kenda in Purulia, was found
hanging in the hostel premises
late Sunday night.

According to sources, Sham-
bhu was a class 9 student at
Ramkrishna Sarada Mission
Vidya Mandir in Kenda. The
school authorities reportedly
rushed him to Chakoltod Ru-
ral hospital, where doctors
declared him dead on arriv-
al. The discovery has sparked
intense tension in the locality,
with hundreds gathering out-
side the school premises in
protest. Agitated residents lat-
er blocked the Kenda- Tamna
state road, alleging negligence
and lack of transport by school
authorities. Family members
of the deceased have accused
the institution of concealing
crucial details about the inci-
dent, “We were not informed
about what exactly happened.
We learned from others that
he had already died by the
time we reached the hospital,”
alleged a relative. Preliminary
reports suggest the students
was found hanging inside
the hostel when most board-
ers had gone for dinner. The
warden reportedly discovered
the scene upon checking the
rooms. Police from Kenda sta-
tion reached the spot to bring
the situation under control as
protest intensified. What has
further deepened public suspi-
cion is the eerie similarity with
another recent case in West
Medinipur, where the body
of 18-year-old Abhinandan
Samanta a secondary exam-
ination candidate, was found
hanging inside a school build-
ing at Daskagram Satish Chan-
dra Saravarthasadhak Shik-
shasadan High school under
Sabang police station. In that
case too, the boy’s body was
discovered after he had gone
missing from the hostel in the
morning. Local residents and
parents’ groups have demand-
ed a through investigation into
both incidents, citing rising
concerns over student safety in
residential institutions across
the region. Police have initi-
ate inquest proceedings, while
the exact cause of Shambhu’s
death awaits confirmation the
post-mortem examination.

Bloodshed on Bengal
border: Officers assaulted
by cattle smugglers

MI News Service,
Mursidabad: Violence erupt-
ed late Sunday night in the
border areas of Samserganj,
Mursidabad, when a police
team came under attack while
attempting to stop cross-hor-
der cattle smuggling. Two
personnel, including a civic
volunteer, sustained injuries
in the assault, sending tension
ripping across the Nimtita-
Dhanghara stretch along the
Indo-Bangladesh horder.

Acting on the tip-off, offi-
cers from Samserganj police
station launched a late-night
raid in Dhanghara, a region
notorious for cattle smug-
gling routes leading directly
into Rajshabi , Bangladesh.
As police confronted the
traffickers, a violent clash
broke out. During the scuffle,
smugglers allegedly assault-
ed the officers with sticks
and stones in a hid to escape.
Despite injuries, the police
managed to overpower and
arrest two accused—iden-
tified as Babar Sheikh and
Rami Sheikh, both residents
of Dhanghara. The duo was
produced before the Jangi-
pur Sub-Divisional Court on
Sunday. Police suspect the
arrested men acted as local
facilitators for cross-border
smuggling networks. Several
others involved in the attack
fled the scene, and search
operations are underway.
Three cattle were recovered
during the raid. Law en-
forcement officials said the
area’s proximity to the inter-
national border and the ease
of crossing through fenced
zones have made Dhangha-
ra a long-standing hub for
illegal cattle movement. Offi-
cers fear that organized rack-
ets, with possible cross-hor-
der links, are using remote
riverine routes to smuggle
livestock into Bangladesh.
The incident has once again
thrown the spotlight on ram-
pant cattle trafficking in Ben-
gal’s border belts—a problem
that has persisted for years
despite repeated crackdowns.
Local residents expressed
shock that police personnel
themselves came under attack
while performing their duty to
curb the illegal trade.

Congress leaders and activists took part in a protest led by President, WBPCC, Subhankar Sarkar against the
legal harrasment of Congress activist at Assam for singing 'Amar Sonar Bangla' a Creation of Nobel Laure-
ate Rabindranath Tagore. The protest was held in front of Assam Bhawan, Saltlake, in Kolkata on Monday.

Medical student assault: Two
accused may turn witnesses

MI News Service,
Durgapur: The ongoing case
surrounding the alleged as-
sault of a second-year med-
ical student from Durgapur
Medical College took a new
turn on Monday as legal
teams clashed in court over
the chargesheet filed by the
police. The defense argued
that the chargesheet was
submitted “under pressure,”
while government lawyers
proposed that two of the
accused be turned into wit-
nesses in accordance with
legal provisions.The devel-
opment came during a hear-
ing at the Durgapur Subdi-
visional Additional District
Court, where all six accused
were brought from jail cus-
tody. Representing the pros-
ecution, government lawyer
Bivas Chatterjee asserted
that the investigation was
completed swiftly and effi-
ciently, with the police filing
their final report on October
30—just 20 days after the
alleged incident. Bivas Chat-
terjee said the chargesheet
marked a breakthrough for
the Asansol-Durgapur Po-
lice Commissionerate, which
has sought to fast-track the

case. “The chargesheet was
prepared after an intensive
investigation. We have peti-
tioned for trial proceedings
to begin at the earliest and
expect the process to con-
clude within two months,”
Bivas Chatterjee stated.
According to the
chargesheet, three of the
accused have been charged
with gang rape and robbery,
while the remaining two
face charges of robbery and
aiding in the assault. Police
sources maintain that one
of the accused committed
the sexual assault, while the
others directly assisted him,
thereby constituting an act
of gang rape under the law.
However, the defense has
strongly refuted the police
version. The lawyer repre-
senting the accused class-
mate of the victim argued
that the investigation was
rushed and the chargesheet
filed within 20 days despite
the Investigating Officer
having 90 days for evidence
compilation. The defense
counsel alleged that his cli-
ent had been unlawfully de-
tained at the police station
prior to his formal arrest

and requested the submis-
sion of CCTV footage from
those days as evidence. The
defense further contended
that pressure from higher
authorities influenced the
timing of the police report,
calling the chargesheet’s
validity into question. “This
was done to satisfy external
pressure rather than ensure
due process,” the counsel
claimed before the court.
Following arguments from
both sides, the court ordered
that the six accused be re-
manded in judicial custody
for one more day. The next
hearing has been scheduled
for Tuesday. The incident,
which occurred on the night
of October 10, sent shock-
waves through the Durgapur
Medical College communi-
ty. According to police, the
victim was abducted and
physically assaulted by a
group of youths, including
her own classmate. The case
has been one of the most
high-profile investigations
undertaken by the Asansol-
Durgapur Police Commis-
sionerate this year, with
authorities promising swift
justice.

BJP alleges irregularities in
BLO appointment in Burdwan

MI News Service,
Burdwan: The BJP has
once again raised sharp
questions over the appoint-
ment of Booth Level officers
(BLOs) in Burdwan, alleging
large-scale procedural vio-
lations and political bias in
the selection process. Party
leaders claim that sever-
al BLO positions have been
filled illegally, allegedly in
a manner that benefits the
ruling TMC.

At a press conference
on Sunday, BJP’s Burdwan
District president Abhijit al-
leged that at least 20 BLOs
appointed in Burdwan South
constituency do not meet the
Election Commission’s stipu-
lated criteria. The party has
submitted a detailed list of
names of the Commission,
seeking immediate inter-
vention and review. “The
work has not been conduct-
ed as per the Commission’s
guidelines,” Abhijit told re-
porters. “Only permanent

teachers or government
employees are eligible for
appointed as BLOs. How-
ever, most of those selected
are temporary workers, and
some are directly associ-
ated with the ruling party.
This is undemocratic and
unacceptable.”According to
the BJP’s claim, six of the
twenty individuals identi-
fied are active Trinamool
Congress workers, while
the remaining appointees
are temporary municipal or
contractual employees. BJP
representatives said they
have also proposed 20 alter-
native names for consider-
ation, clarifying that the list
was meant as suggestions,
not formal recommenda-
tions. The controversy is
not confined to Burdwan
alone. In Sainthia, Birbhum
district, the BJP has lodged
a separate complaint with
the Election Commission
against five BLOs, alleging
open political involvement

of those appointed. The par-
ty asserted that these BLOs
have been seen participating
in Trinamool events and that
their affiliations raise seri-
ous doubts about neutrality
during electoral processes.
Among the complaints, the
appointment of Sainthia Mu-
nicipality employee Sukhen-
du Khan as BLO has drawn
particular ire from the BJP.
The party has also objected
to the appointment of the
mother of a known student
leader, questioning how
such individuals could en-
sure impartial supervision
of voter rolls. With Assem-
bly elections approaching,
the allegations have sparked
renewed debate over the
transparency and fairness
of administrative arrange-
ments at the grassroots
level. The party has urged
the Election Commission to
ensure strict enforcement of
appointment norms to up-
hold institutional credibility.

Family alleges negligence after
transfusion mishap i in Gangarampur

MI News Service, South Dina-
jpur: A shocking case of medical
negligence has surfaced at Gan-
garampur Super Specialty Hos-
pital in South Dinajpur, where a
young woman reportedly fell crit-
ically ill after being administered
blood of the wrong group. The
incident triggered protests inside
the hospital premises, prompting
police intervention to control the
situation. The victim, identified
as 22-year-old Moushumi Mardi
of Goalgaon in Kushmandi block,
had been undergoing treatment
for severe anemia. She was ini-
tially admitted to Kushmandi
Rural Hospital but later referred
to the Gangarampur Super Spe-
cialty Hospital as her condition
deteriorated. Doctors reportedly
advised an urgent blood trans-
fusion after discovering a sharp
drop in her hemoglobin count.
According to the patient’s fam-
ily, hospital authorities collected
a blood sample from Moushumi
and sent it to the Gangarampur
Blood Bank. Based on the report,
the blood bank provided a unit
of AB positive blood, which was
subsequently transfused. Within
minutes of the procedure, the pa-
tient allegedly developed spasms
and acute physical distress. Her
condition worsened rapidly, forc-
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ing doctors to shift her to the crit-
ical care unit (CCU) and later to
Malda Medical College and Hospi-
tal on Sunday afternoon. Angered
by the incident, family members
and local residents gathered at
the hospital and staged a pro-
test, accusing the staff of gross
negligence and mishandling of
the transfusion process. Panic
gripped the campus as the situ-
ation turned tense, and a large
police contingent from Ganga-
rampur police station, including
a combat team, was deployed
to restore order. Chief Health
Officer of Dakshin Dinajpur, Dr.
Sudip Das, confirmed the trans-
fusion reaction but urged caution
against premature conclusions.
“The patient was in a critical con-

dition when admitted, with very
low hemoglobin levels. During

the transfusion, complications
occurred, and she was referred
to Malda Medical College for fur-
ther management. The matter is
under thorough investigation,”
he stated. Authorities have initi-
ated an internal inquiry to deter-
mine whether a procedural lapse
at the blood bank or in the trans-
fusion process led to the adverse
reaction. No formal complaint
has yet been lodged with the po-
lice. The incident comes close on
the heels of similar allegations in
other hospitals across the state,
raising renewed concerns about
blood safety protocols and ac-
countability in government-run
medical institutions.

Strong message from
TMC’s Bangaon Chief:

Get active or step aside

MI News Service, North 24
Pgs: With the Election Commis-
sion’s Special Intensified Revision
(SIR) drive underway, Trinamool
Congress has begun tightening its
organizational machinery across
Bengal. At a recent internal re-
view meeting in Bangaon, district
president Biswajit Das delivered
a strong message to grassroots
workers, urging them to demon-
strate greater commitment and
discipline at the booth level. The
meeting, held at Helencha Neta-
ji Centenary Community Hall on
Sunday on behalf of the Bagda As-
sembly segment, was attended by
MLA Madhuparna Thakur, Bagda
Panchayat Samiti Chairman Sude-
vi Mandal, and block-level orga-
nizational leaders. The focus was
on reviewing the preparedness of
Booth Level Agents (BLA-2) ahead
of the voter list survey process.

During his address, Das ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the
low turnout of BLA-2 members
from certain panchayats and di-
rected party functionaries to re-
view and, if needed, reorganize
the network at the grassr  zzots.
“Those who are ready to work on
the ground—let them come for-
ward and take charge,” he stat-
ed from the stage, urging greater
accountability from local units.
Calling the BLA-2 assignment a
critical link in electoral ground-
work, Das reminded his cadre
that superficial or symbolic partic-
ipation would not yield lasting re-
sults. “This is a three-month task
that must be taken seriously,” he
noted, emphasizing that sustained
effort alone could secure the par-
ty’s success in challenging constit-
uencies like Bagda. Without nam-
ing anyone, Das warned against
over-reliance on past victories or
local-level maneuvering, saying
that such complacency could un-
dermine broader political goals.
He reiterated that the organiza-
tional guidance of Trinamool’s All
India General Secretary Abhishek
Banerjee should be followed
strictly. “Abhishek Banerjee has
given clear directions on how to
proceed. We must act according-
ly,” he added. Party insiders said
the meeting was part of a larger
corrective exercise aimed at reviv-
ing booth-level activity and ensur-
ing foolproof voter roll verification
before the Commission’s survey
deadline.

MLA’s hospital function
sparks polltlcal storm

MI News Service, Dhupguri: A
controversy has erupted at Dhupguri
Sub-Divisional Hospital in Jalpaiguri
after a public address programme
was reportedly held beside the hos-
pital’s labour ward to mark the com-
mencement of a new building project.
The event, organized to thank Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for ap-
proving the hospital’s expansion plan,
has drawn criticism for allegedly vi-
olating hospital protocols.According
to reports, a loudspeaker was used
during the thanksgiving programme,
staged adjacent to the labour ward
where patients were undergoing
treatment. The event coincided with
the beginning of work on a six-storey
hospital block, for which the state
government has sanctioned more
than 28 crore rupees. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had virtually laid
the foundation stone for the project
on May 19 earlier this year.

The gathering was attended by
Dhupguri MLA Nirmal Chandra Roy,
acting as chief guest, along with Trin-
amool district and block-level leaders,
including INTTUC Block President
Alam Rahman, Dhupguri Rural Block
President Malay Roy, Town Trina-
mool Core Committee Member Anita
Singh Roy, and Youth Congress Town
President Shuvo De Sarkar. However,
the location and manner of the event
have triggered sharp reaction from
opposition groups, who labeled it “in-
sensitive and inappropriate” to host a
political celebration so close to a sen-
sitive medical zone.Dhupguri Block
Health Officer Ankur Chakraborty
admitted that while the organizers
verbally informed him about a pro-
gramme, no formal permission was
obtained for using the hospital prem-
ises. “No written approval was taken
from me. I was told about a small
program, but [ was not aware that
microphones were being used. Use of
loudspeakers inside hospital prem-
ises cannot be justified under any
circumstance,” he said. Respond-
ing to the controversy, MLA Nirmal
Chandra Roy denied the allegation
of high-volume microphone use.
“No loud microphone was played.
The event was organized by the
civic society to express gratitude
for the new hospital building. I
was not aware of any restrictions
regarding microphone use within
hospital premises,” he said. The in-
cident has once again brought into
focus recurring questions ahout
political functions being held in
public healthcare premises. Health
authorities have indicated that a
report on the matter may be sought
to ensure compliance with hospital
conduct norms in the future.

Woman dies amid SIR confusion,
political storm follows

MI News Service,
Hooghly: Fresh tension has
gripped parts of Hooghly dis-
trict amid the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of vot-
er lists, following the death of
an elderly woman in Dankuni
and the illness of another res-
ident in the same locality. The
ruling Trinamool Congress
has blamed the SIR process
for spreading fear and anxi-
ety among citizens, while the
BJP has dismissed the allega-
tions as politically motivated.
The deceased, identified as
60-year-old Hasina Begum,
was a resident of Ward No. 13
under Dankuni Municipality.
In recent years, she had been
living with her daughter in
Ward No. 20. Local residents
said Hasina had been deeply
distressed over remarks and
discussions surrounding the
SIR process—an extensive
voter verification exercise

being undertaken across the
state. According to witnesses,
Hasina collapsed suddenly on
Sunday evening while return-
ing home. “She sat down by
the roadside holding her head.

We rushed her home, but
she was unconscious. Doctors
at the hospital declared her
dead,” said a neighbor. Dank-
uni Municipality Chairperson
Hasina Shabnam visited the
family on Monday morning
and directly linked the death
to growing fear over voter list
revisions. “Her name wasn’t in
the 2002 list, and that creat-
ed panic. We've been urging
people to stay calm, but I don'’t
know how many more lives
will be lost to this fear,” Shab-
nam said. She also claimed
that another local resident
suffered a cardiac problem
triggered by similar anxiety
related to the revision drive.
The SIR process has already

triggered controversy in sev-
eral districts including Ag-
arpara, Ilambazar, and East
Burdwan, where residents and
local leaders reported con-
fusion over voter verification
procedures. Rejecting the alle-
gations, BJP leader Debashish
Mukherjee accused the ruling
party of manufacturing panic
for political gain. “There is no
reason for fear over the SIR.
Interestingly, the Chief Minis-
ter herself once supported this
very process back in 2002. At
that time, 69,000 names were
left out of the draft list, but she
had then shifted the blame to
the Left government. Today,
her party is doing the same,”
Mukherjee said. The incident
has further intensified the
political crossfire over the
SIR process, which opposition
parties say is being politicized
by both sides in the run-up to
next year’s polls.

Tribal woman dragged, brutally beaten in love triangle feud

MI News Service,
Birbhum: A shocking in-
cident of violence against a
tribal woman has surfaced
in Birbhum district, spark-
ing political outrage and re-
newed debate over women’s
safety in rural Bengal. The
victim, a resident of Amgachi
village in Siuri, was alleged-
ly dragged from her home,
taken to a forested area, and
brutally assaulted on Sunday
evening. According to police
sources, preliminary investi-
gations suggest that the as-
sault stemmed from personal
enmity linked to a relationship
dispute. The woman, who had
been living alone for some
time after separating from
her husbhand, reportedly de-
veloped a romantic relation-
ship with an individual named
Suku Soren. In recent months,
however, she became friendly
with another man, which al-
legedly enraged Soren.

Police believe Soren, ac-
companied by his associate

Bablu Tudu, stormed into the
woman’s home, assaulted
her, and later dragged her
nearly one and a half kilo-
meters before continuing the
assault in a secluded area.
Hearing her screams, local
residents intervened and
rescued the severely injured
woman. She was admitted to
Siuri Hospital and later shift-
ed to Burdwan Medical Col-
lege and Hospital as her con-
dition deteriorated. Hospital
sources said she has been
placed under close observa-
tion and is currently stable.
Siuri police have since ar-
rested both accused individ-
uals. Investigators are exam-
ining whether other persons
were involved and are await-
ing medical reports to verify

the extent and nature of the
assault. Meanwhile, the in-
cident has ignited political
confrontation in Birbhum.
Local BJP leaders alleged
that the woman was gang-
raped and accused the police
of attempting to downplay
the crime. “The police are
shielding the culprits under
political pressure. We con-
fronted them because they
are not acting with serious-
ness,” said local BJP lead-
er Deepak Das. Police have
refuted the allegations of
inaction, stating that arrests
were made promptly after
the complaint and that an in-
depth inquiry is underway.
Trinamool Congress leaders
have yet to issue a statement
on the incident. The brutal-
ity of the attack and the po-
litical reactions surrounding
it have sparked widespread
public anger, with demands
for transparency in the in-
vestigation and accountabil-
ity from local authorities.

Bangladeshi National Held for Overstaymg Without Valid Visa

MI News Service, Kalyani

: A Bangladeshi national iden-
tified as Mufti Abdullah Halfij
Al Masood, son of Mahabubur
Rahaman of Chouthai Mahal,
Nazirpur in Pirojpur district
of Bangladesh, has been de-
tained by Kalyani Police for al-
legedly staying in India illegal-
ly after the expiry of his visa,
said Deputy Superintendent of
Police, HQ, Mohtashim Akhtar
, Ranaghat Police District in
Nadia.

According to police sourc-
es, information was received
by Kalyani Police Station that
the foreign national had been
residing in a rented house at
Gokulpur, under Kalyani Po-
lice Station limits. A prelim-
inary enquiry revealed that

Masood had entered India in
2017 and had been living at
various places before settling
in Gayeshpur - Gokulpur in

April 2025.

Investigators found that
his passport had expired in
2020 and was later renewed
in 2024. However, his visa
had also expired in 2020, and
since then, he had not ob-
tained any valid visa or docu-
ment permitting his continued
stay in India.

In view of the violation, a
specific case has bheen regis-
tered against him under rele-
vant sections of law for over-
staying in the country without
valid documents. Police have
produced Masood before the
court, which has remanded
him to custody.

Further investigation into
the matter is underway, offi-
cials said.

Sarada Shishu Niketan Marks 25 Years

MI News Service,
Kalyani : It was an evening
filled with music, dance, and
drama as Sarada Shishu Ni-
ketan presented its annual
cultural programme at Rit-
wik Sadan on Sunday. The
event, jointly organized by the
school’s Kalyani and Majher-
char branches, celebrated the
institution’s 25th anniversary
under the theme “Saath Chale
Hum, Saath Rahe Hum”, sym-
bolizing unity, friendship, and
compassion, said principal
Barnali Das Mitra.

Students across age groups
delivered  delightful perfor-
mances that captivated the
packed audience of parents,
teachers, and invited guests.
The stage came alive with
colorful costumes, expressive
dance routines, and melodious
songs, all reflecting the spirit
of togetherness and creativity
that defines the school.

Speaking on the occasion,

school head Subrata Das said
that the annual event has,
over the years, become a vital
platform for nurturing young
talent and promoting cultural
learning. “We are committed to
continuing this tradition and to
fostering values that help our
children grow both artistically
and emotionally,” he added.
The silver jubilee celebra-
tion, aptly titled ‘25-e-25’, also
highlighted the school’s jour-
ney over the past quarter-cen-

tury. With two campuses and
a total of around 300 students,
Sarada Shishu Niketan has es-
tablished itself as one of Kaly-
ani’s most recognized institu-
tions for early education.
Pratyush Ghosh, Ex - GM,
Kolkata Metro, Mani Mekhla
Bhowmik, Bidhan Chandra
Memorial Government Girls
High School Teacher, other
few special personalities
Guardians and Teachers ap-
peared in the cultural event.

Retired Railwayman Sparks Cultural Revival in Nadia

MI News Service, Nadia: Retirement didn’t
signal the end, it marked the beginning of a leg-
acy mission. On the day he bid farewell to his
decades-long railway career, a loco pilot from
Eastern Railway ensured that the legacy of em-
inent playwright-poet Dwijendralal Roy reach-
es hundreds of homes in Nadia.

Shilajit Chakraborty, loco pilot under the
Sealdah division and secretary of the East-
ern Railway Men’s Congress (Ranaghat unit),
retired on October 31. In the months leading
up to his retirement, Chakraborty relentlessly
pushed for the revival of the long-neglected
D.L. Roy Institute auditorium in Ranaghat,
once a cultural hub, now worn down by years

of neglect.

Thanks to the

that memory.”

At his farewell ceremony, Chakraborty dis-
tributed framed portraits of D.L. Roy to nearly

sustained
Chakraborty and railway employee-artiste
Arindam Deyv, Eastern Railway has sanctioned
rupees 52 lakh for the building’s renovation.
Restoration work has already begun.

Calling Dwijendralal Roy “a neglected cul-
tural icon,” Chakraborty said, “New genera-
tions hardly know what icons like D.L. Roy did
for our country and culture. We must revive

efforts  of

400 guests, hoping they would carry forward
awareness about the literary figure.

Railway colleagues hailed the gesture as a
rare example of cultural commitment beyond
service duty. Once restored, the D.L. Roy Insti-

tute is expected to reclaim its place as a cultur-

al landmark in Nadia, echoing a legacy reignit-
ed on a railwayman’s final working day.
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Sovan Chatterjeere
joins TMC with
Baisakhi Banerjee

MI News Service, Kolkata:
After a gap of seven years,
former Kolkata Mayor
Sovan Chatterjee has offi-
cially returned to the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC)
ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly elections. Accompa-
nied by Baisakhi Banerjee,
he rejoined the party on
Monday at the TrinamoolB-
havan, where senior leaders
Aroop Biswas and Sub-
rataBakshi handed them the
party flag. Speaking to re-
porters after his return,
Chatterjee said he intended
to work actively to
strengthen the party. Just a
month ago, Chatterjee had
made a comeback in public
administration when he was
appointed Chairman of the
New Town Kolkata Develop-
ment Authority (NKDA). Be-
fore this appointment, he
and Baisakhi reportedly
held several rounds of dis-
cussions with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and Ab-
hishek Banerjee, paving the
way for his formal reinstate-
ment in political activities.
Party insiders suggest that
Sovan Chatterjee will play a
key role in the party’s cam-
paign strategy for the up-
coming elections. His
return is seen as a strategic
boost for TMC as it pre-
pares to consolidate its or-
ganizational base. In 2018,
Sovan Chatterjee resigned
abruptly from his posts as
Kolkata Mayor and Cabinet
Minister, distancing himself
from active politics. Later,
ahead of the 2021 Assem-
bly elections, he and
Baisakhi Banerjee joined
the BJP in Delhi and were
announced as star cam-
paigners. However, their
stint with the saffron camp
was short-lived, and they
soon drifted away from the
party. Over the past year,
the duo rekindled their ties
with Trinamool leaders,
and Sovan gradually recon-
nected with several old col-
leagues. Despite his
political hiatus, he contin-
ued to maintain personal
contact with Mamata
Banerjee, notably visiting
her residence during Bhai
Phonta celebrations each
year. Recently, multiple pri-
vate meetings were held
between the Chatterjee-
Banerjee duo and Abhishek
Banerjee. This was fol-
lowed by a significant meet-
ing with Mamata Banerjee
at Richmond Hill in Darjee-
ling, which reportedly final-
ized his political return.
Soon after, Sovan was given
the NKDA chairmanship —
and now, he has officially
re-entered the TMC fold.

Haridevpur shootout
solved within hours;
accused arrested

MI News Service, Kolkata: In
a swift  breakthrough,
Kolkata Police cracked the
Haridevpur shootout case
within just three hours on
Monday morning, arresting
the accused, Bablu Ghosh,
from a car near the Police
Training School (PTS). The
incident, which unfolded
early in the day, saw Bablu
allegedly shooting his lover,
MousumiHaldar, before flee-
ing the scene.According to
police sources, Bablu was at-
tempting to escape in a
rented car after locking up
his house and taking his be-
longings. Acting on intelli-
gence inputs, a team led by
Sub-Inspector JaydebBairagi
from Haridevpur Police Sta-
tion traced the vehicle using
its registration number and
intercepted it near PTS. Offi-
cers described the quick ar-
rest as a major achievement
for the city police. The
shootout occurred around
6:30 a.m. when 50-year-old
MousumiHaldar stepped out
for her morning walk. Two
men on a motorcycle report-
edly approached her and
opened fire, hitting her in the
back. Before collapsing,
Mousumi managed to name
her attacker—Bablu Ghosh.
Eyewitnesses confirmed her
statement, identifying Bablu
as a local poultry trader who
was known to have an ex-
tramarital relationship with
the victim. Investigators be-
lieve the attack stemmed
from personal tension in
their relationship.

namool Bhavan in Kolkata on Monday.

Former Kolkata Mayor Sovan Chatterjee rejoined the party along with Baisakhi Bandopadhyay in the presence of senior TMC leaders

Aroop Biswas and Subrata Bakshi at Tri-

Team Abhishek launches ‘Tea and Devel-
opment’ drive to spread SIR awarenes

MI News Service, Kolkata: Ahead of
the 2026 Assembly elections, “Team
Abhishek” has launched yet another
mass outreach programme to connect
with people and dispel fears sur-
rounding the SIR initiative. Under the
direction of Trinamool Congress MP
and party’s national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, TMC leaders in
the Diamond Harbour constituency
have started a new campaign titled “A
Story of Development through a Sip of
Tea.”

The objective of this campaign,
party sources said, is to spread
awareness about safety and security
under the SIR framework and to reas-
sure voters amid prevailing apprehen-
sions. Through this initiative, the
party aims to strengthen public con-
tact and inform citizens about the up-
coming launch of Sebaashraya, a
welfare programme scheduled for De-
cember. The campaign also seeks to
highlight the development projects
undertaken by the state government
and build closer ties with residents.

The programme kicked off on
Sunday evening at Dewantal area
under the Nurpur Gram Panchayat in
Diamond Harbour constituency. Dur-
ing the event, TMC leaders engaged in
informal tea sessions with local resi-
dents, distributed tea and biscuits,
and held interactive discussions about
public issues and government welfare

ALY MDY

schemes. According to sources, the
outreach will continue for the next
three months across all booths in two
blocks and one municipality under Di-
amond Harbour constituency. Meet-
ings will be held at temple premises,
social institutions, club grounds, mar-
kets, popular tea stalls, parks, and
transport stands.

Influential local personalities, so-
cial workers, members of self-help
groups, senior citizens, and non-polit-
ical community figures will be invited
to participate. A special box will be
placed at each venue where residents
can write and drop their problems
and suggestions. Additionally, a form
will be distributed for citizens to share
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their grievances or queries about SIR
and other issues. A dedicated helpline
has also been launched. The cam-
paign was inaugurated on Monday by
constituency  observer = Shamim
Ahmed in the presence of MLA Pan-
nalalHalder and other local leaders.
Residents expressed happiness at the
opportunity to interact directly with
TMC representatives.

Notably, Abhishek Banerjee has
instructed party MLAs and MPs to
form 15-member monitoring teams in
each constituency to oversee SIR-re-
lated implementation and ensure
transparency. Any irregularities or
negligence in the process, he warned,
will invite strict legal action.

Tridib Kumar Chatterjee (General Secretary-Publishers & Booksellers Guild), Sudhang-
shu Sekhar Dey (President-Publishers & Booksellers Guild), Andrés Sebastidn Rojas
(Head of the Political and Cultural Section of the Embassy of Argentina in India) and
Anandi Queipo Riavitz (Head of the Consular Section of the Embassy of Argentina in
India) and others at the unveiling of logo of the 49 th International Kolkata Book
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Fair(IKBF) that will commence from 22 January 2026.

Fake social media
profile of ex-

minister triggers
cyber fraud probe

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
case of cyber fraud has been
reported involving a fake so-
cial media profile created in
the name of former West
Bengal minister and ex-
chief secretary Manish
Gupta. The Kolkata Police’s
cyber crime division at Lal-
bazar has initiated an inves-
tigation after Gupta recently
lodged an official complaint,
though the incident report-

edly occurred several
months ago.
According to police

sources, cyber fraudsters al-
legedly created a fake Face-
book account using Manish
Gupta’s name and photo-

49th INTERNATIONAL KOLKATA
BOOK FAIR starts from Jan 22

MI News service, Kolkata: The Interna-
tional Kolkata Book Fair happens to be
the biggest festival in West Bengal after
Durga Puja. The upcoming 49th Interna-
tional Kolkata Book Fair will commence
from 22 January and will continue till 3
February 2026. Like previous years, the
fair will be inaugurated by the Chief Min-
ister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee.
Eminent poets, authors and other schol-
ars will be present as guests of honour at
the inauguration. The venue for the mega
event remains same, i.e Boimela Prangan,
Karunamoyee, Salt Lake. The Interna-
tional Kolkata Book Fair(IKBF) is the
world's largest attended non-trade book
festival. Twenty-seven lakh book lovers
visited the last book fair in 2025 and the
book sales amounted to Rs 23 crores. For
the first time in the history of the Interna-
tional Kolkata Book Fair, Argentina,

Fair 2026.

a January 2026.

country closely connected with India, es-
pecially Bengal, will be the Focal Theme
Country in the International Kolkata Book

Andrés Sebastian Rojas, Head of the
Political and Cultural Section of the Em-
bassy of Argentina in India and Anandi
Queipo Riavitz, Head of the Consular Sec-
tion of the Embassy of Argentina in India
along with top officials of Publisher and
Booksellers Guild were present at the for-
mal press conference on Monday in
Kolkata. Like every year, Great Britain,
USA, Germany, Australia, France, Spain,
Peru, Colombia, Japan, Thailand and
other Latin American Countries will be
participating in the upcoming book fair.
Another attraction of the International
Kolkata Book Fair; the Kolkata Literature
Festival, KLF, will be held on 24 and 25

graph. They also used his
image on a WhatsApp pro-
file and began sending mes-
sages to people known to
him. Because the fraudsters
used the former bureau-
crat’s photograph on both
platforms, many of his ac-
quaintances believed the
messages were genuine.
Investigators revealed
that the scammers sent
messages to several of
Gupta’s contacts, claiming
an urgent need for money
and requesting immediate
financial help. Believing the
requests to be authentic,
some individuals reportedly
transferred money to the
bank accounts provided by
the fraudsters. Once Gupta
became aware of the situa-
tion, he personally alerted
his acquaintances to beware
of the fake profile and not to
respond to such messages.

CM Mamata proud as
Bengal's Type-1 diabetes
model earns global acclaim

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal’s healthcare ini-
tiative to combat Type-1 dia-
betes has earned global
recognition, positioning the
state as a model for the world
in fighting the disease. The
programme — the first state-
run initiative of its kind in
India — has been hailed by
Harvard Medical School As-
sociate Professor Dr. Gene
Bukhman, an international
expert on non-communica-
ble diseases. Dr. Bukhman
recently visited SSKM Hospi-
tal in Kolkata and lauded
Bengal’s structured health-
care model for treating chil-
dren and adolescents with
Type-1 diabetes. Following
his visit, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee shared the
news on social media ex-
pressing pride in the state’s
achievement. “I am delighted
to announce that the ‘Bengal
Model’ to fight Type-1 dia-
betes has become a global
model to emulate,” she
wrote. The Chief Minister
also congratulated all med-
ical professionals and admin-
istrators associated with the
initiative for their success.
Earlier this year, the Interna-
tional Society for Pediatric
and Adolescent Diabetes
(ISPAD) had selected the

West Bengal government for
its excellence in providing
advanced healthcare facili-
ties for young diabetes pa-
tients. This recognition,
experts say, highlights Ben-
gal’s leadership in developing
a sustainable, organized
public healthcare network
for managing Type-1 dia-
betes — a chronic autoim-
mune disorder primarily
affecting children and ado-
lescents. Medical experts ex-
plain that diabetes is
generally classified into Type-
1 and Type-2. Type-1 dia-
betes results from genetic or
autoimmune factors where
insulin-producing cells in the
pancreas are destroyed,
stopping insulin production.
Although symptoms of both
types are similar, the preva-
lence of Type-1 among chil-
dren has increased
significantly, linked to mod-
ern lifestyle and dietary
habits.

To address the rising
burden, Bengal’s Department
of Health and Family Welfare
launched a state-level public
health programme dedicated
to Type-1 diabetes care. Spe-
cial clinics have been estab-
lished in every district, offering
regular treatment and coun-
selling services. India has one
of the world’s largest popula-
tions of children with Type-1
diabetes, yet West Bengal re-
mains the only state with such
a comprehensive, govern-
ment-driven care system. The
initiative began with four dis-
tricts and later expanded to
eleven more. Notably, the Na-
tional Health Mission does not
include juvenile diabetes
treatment under its central
programme, prompting Ben-
gal to act independently.

SIR of Voter List to Begin on November
4: BLOs to Visit Homes for Enumeration

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the voter list is
set to begin from Tuesday,
November 4, across nine
states and three Union Ter-
ritories, with the most cru-
cial part of the process —
the Enumeration phase —
kicking off. For the first
time, voters will directly ex-
perience this stage of the
SIR as Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) begin door-to-door
visits to distribute and col-
lect enumeration forms.
From November 4 to De-
cember 4, BLOs will visit
households, explain how to
fill out the forms, and later
collect them. Each BLO will
make up to three visits to a
voter’s residence if neces-
sary. The Election Commis-
sion announced the SIR on
October 27, and at midnight
that day, the 2025 draft
electoral roll was officially
frozen. BLOs will visit the
homes of individuals whose
names are already on the
current draft voter list to de-
liver the forms. Each BLO,
carrying an official ID issued
by the Election Commission,

will provide two copies of
the enumeration form to
every voter — one must be
signed and returned, while
the other can be kept by the
voter. If a voter is not pres-
ent at home, the BLO will
leave the form in the letter-
box, under the door, or
through a window, and re-
turn later to collect it. No
documents are required
during form submission.

The forms provided will
be partially pre-filled, con-
taining existing voter de-
tails. Voters will only need to
verify and update any
changes. A blank box will be
provided where each voter
must attach a recent color
passport-size photograph —
one photo for the submitted
form and one for their own
copy. If a BLO fails to meet a
voter after three visits, the
voter can also submit the
enumeration form online,
which will later be verified
by the BLO. Only after the
publication of the draft elec-
toral roll will voters need to
furnish one of 11 accepted
identity documents, as per
official notice.

ED attaches assets
worth over Rs 3,000 Cr
of Anil Ambani in money
laundering case

From PG 1

spaces, residential units, and
land parcels, with an aggre-
gate value of approximately
Rs 3,084 crore. The case
stems from the alleged di-
version and laundering of
public funds raised by two
group companies: Reliance
Home Finance Ltd. (RHFL)
and Reliance Commercial
Finance Ltd. (RCFL). The ED
probe found that between
2017 and 2019, Yes Bank in-
vested nearly Rs 5,000 crore
in these companies. These
investments subsequently
turned non-performing,
leaving outstanding dues of
over Rs 3,300 crore. The in-
vestigation uncovered a
complex routing of funds to
bypass regulations. Accord-
ing to the ED, public money
invested in the erstwhile Re-
liance Nippon Mutual Fund
was indirectly channeled
through Yes Bank to the Anil
Ambani Group companies,
sidestepping SEBI’s conflict-
of-interest rules that prohibit
direct mutual fund invest-
ments in group firms. The
ED’s fund tracing revealed
“intentional and consistent
control failures” in the lend-
ing process. The agency
stated that loans to group-
linked entities were “speed
processed” without essential
checks. Many loans were
processed on the same day
as application, sanction, and
agreement, and in some
cases, disbursal preceded
sanction,” the ED said,
adding that field investiga-
tions were waived and doc-
uments were often found to
be “left blank, overwritten,
and undated.” In a related
development, the ED has
also intensified its probe into
the Reliance Communica-
tions Ltd. (RCOM) loan fraud
case, where it has detected a
diversion of over Rs 13,600
crore. The ED stated that it
continues to trace the pro-
ceeds of crime and that re-
coveries made through such
attachments would ulti-
mately benefit the general
public.

According to ED officials,
the attachment orders were
issued on October 31 and
the assets include Anil Am-
bani family’s residence at
Mumbai's Pali Hill area, the
Reliance Centre in New
Delhi, and several other res-
idential, commercial and
land assets spread across
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Mumbai, Pune, Thane, Hy-
derabad and Chennai. Dur-
ing 2017-2019, Yes Bank
invested Rs 2,965 crore in
RHFL instruments and Rs
2,045 crore in RCFL instru-
ments. By December 2019,
these investments had
turned non-performing, with
Rs 1,353.50 crore outstand-
ing for RHFL and Rs 1,984
crore for RCFL.

The ED investigation
found that direct investment
by Reliance Nippon Mutual
Fund into Anil Ambani
Group’s financial companies
was prohibited under the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India's (SEBI) con-
flict-of-interest norms.RES
YOU MAY LIKE The fund-
tracing exercise revealed a
pattern of on-lending, diver-
sion, and siphoning of funds
to group-linked companies.
The ED said the loans were
“speed-processed” without
due diligence in several
cases; applications, sanc-
tions, and agreements oc-
curred on the same day, and
in some instances, funds
were disbursed even before
loan applications were filed.
Investigators flagged blank
or undated documents,
weak financials of borrow-
ers, inadequate or unregis-
tered security creation, and
mismatched end-use of
funds. ED termed these
lapses as “intentional and
consistent control failures.”

24 killed in road acci-
dent in Telangana, PM
Modi condoles

From PG 1

fice-goers bound for Hyder-
abad. Police and rescue
teams used heavy machin-
ery to recover the mutilated
bodies. .Traffic on the Hy-
derabad-Bijapur road was
disrupted for several hours
following the accident.

Printed and Published by Prem Shankar on behalf of Prem Shankar and Printed at Saraswati Print Factory Private Limited, 789, Chowbhaga West, Near Chaina Mandir, Kolkata-700105 and Published at 30, Chittaranjan Avenue, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700012,
Editor: Prem Shankar*, *(Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act) RNl No.WBENG/2014/56803 Email: morningindiaranchi@gmail.com




Morning India

For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

Kolkata, Tuesday
4 November 2025

Miscellaneous

Name Change

I, Bimal Roy (Old Name) S/o Late
Pranballav Roy Residing at 123B,
Akhil Mistry Lane, Surendra Nath
College Back Side, P.o - Raja Ram|
Mohan Sarani, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700009, West Bengal India
Have Changed my name and shall|
henceforth be known as Bimal
Kumar Roy (New Name) as de-
clared before the Kolkata vide af-
fidavit Date 03-11-2025. Bimal
Roy (0ld Name) and Bimal Kumar|
Roy (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Arpita Mukherjee Bonala (Old|
Name) D/o Amarendra Nath|
Mukherjee Residing at 19, Garden|
Road Haltu, P.o - Haltu, P.s - Garfa,
District - Kolkata, Pin - 700078,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Arpita Mukherjee (New|
Name) as declared before the No-
tary public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 03-11-2025. Arpita Mukher-
jee Bonala (Old Name) and Arpita
Mukherjee (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Sayantika Bairagi (Old Name)
W/o Sudip Bepari Residing at Vill -
Kaya, P.o+P.s - Gaighata, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743249,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Sayantika Bepari
Bairagi (New Name) as declared|
before the Notary public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 03-11-2025.
Sayantika Bairagi (Old Name) and|
Sayantika Bepari Bairagi (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Sarina Faruki (Old Name) W/o Md|
Khalid Hasan Residing at At Masjid|
Bari Lane Near Bottle Masjid Asan-
sol, P.s - Asansol (South), District -
Paschim Barddhaman, Pin -
713301, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Sharina Faruki
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary public Kolkata vide affidavit|
Dated 03-11-2025. Sarina Faruki
(0Old Name) and Sharina Faruki
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Smt. Sudha Chokraborty, Mother|
of No. JC-331030X Rank Ex Sub Maj
& H/LT Name - Dwaiteswar Chakra
borty resident of Vill -Dhonkora P.O.-
Bhuera, Dist.-Purba Bardhaman
(WB), Pin- 713152 have change my|
Name & Date of birth from Smt.
Sudha Chokraborty & 01 Jul, 1946
to Sandhya Chakraborty & 01 Jan,
1952 vide Affidavit dated 30.10.25
before the Executive Magistrate,
Purba Bardhaman (W.B.)

Name Change

I, Sekh Faizul Rahaman , s/o.
Samad SK (Old Name-Father- in|
Passport), Bankiya Begam(Old|
Name-Mother in Passport), r/o0. Vill.
& P.O.-Bamsor, P.S.- Bhatar, Dist.-
Purba Bardhaman-713125, declare
that have changed & shall hence-
forth be known as Father’s &
Mother’s Name as Sekh Samad &
Bankia Begam (New Name- in Aad-
har Card), before the Notary, Sadar,
Purba Bardhaman, Dtd. 03.11.
2025. Henceforth, Samad Sk (0ld
Name) & Sekh Samad(New
Name)and Bankiya Begam(Old|
Name) & Bankia Begam Seikh (New|
Name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Rabindranath De (Old Name), s/o.
Lt. Nanibhushan De (Father), Lt.
Renubala De(Mother), r/0. Bahir|
Sarbamangala Para, Wd.No.-3,
Bardhaman, P.S.-Bardhaman Sadar,
Dst.- Purba Bardhaman-713101,
W.B. declare that have changed &
shall henceforth be known as Ra-
bindra Nath De (New Name), before
the Notary, Sadar, Purba Bard-
haman, Dtd. 03.11.2025. Hence-
forth, Rabindranath Dey (Old Name
) & Rabindra nath dey (New Name),
Rabindranath de all are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Bipasha Halder, W/o Jayanta,
Halder D/o Jitendra Chandra Roy, re-
siding at 81 No. Nalta School Road,
Dum Dum Cantonment, PO & P.S-
Dum Dum, Dist- North 24 Par-
ganans, Kolkata — 700028, W.B. de-
clare that in my PAN Card my|
father’s name has been recorded as
Paritosh Chandra Halder in place of]
Jitendra Chandra Roy as mentioned
in my Passport. That Jitendra Chan-
dra Roy and Paritosh Chandra|
Halder both are same and one iden-
tical person i.e., my father vide affi-
davit no. 2601 dated 29.10.2025
before the court of Ld. Judicial Mag-
istrate, 1st Class, at Barasat.

Name Change

1, Matin Sekh, S/O- Erat Sekh,
residing at Vill- Sanfua, P/O-
Ruprampur, P/S-Murarai, Dist-
Birbhum. That in my son's
(Tuwel Shaikh) Aadhaar card &
birth certificate his name has
been recorded as Tuwel Shaikh,
S/O-Motin Shaikh & Saber Ali,
S/O-Matin Sekh & Sabbir Ali
which is incorrect.So vide
Affidavit before the Ld 1st class
EM at Rampurhat dt-
17/10/2025 (No0.29535) that
Tuwel  Shaikh, S/O-Motin
Shaikh & Saber Ali, S/O-Matin
Sekh & Sabbir Ali is same and
one identical person.

NAME CHANGE

| Jouher Fatma D/O
Mohammad Mohsin W/O MD
Reyaz Khan residing at
26,Madan Mohan Burman
Street, Jorasanko have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as
Jauher Fatma as declared
before the First Class Judicial
Magistrate Bankshall Court
Kolkata West Bengal vide
Affidavit No 619 dated 31st of
Oct 2025 Jouher Fatma and
Jauher Fatma both are same

andidentical person.

Name Change

I, Wangdi Bhutia, Son of Late|
Sonam Bhutia, residing at Ward no|
05, Krishnanagar, Po & Ps-Mirik,
Darjeeling Pin-734214, West Ben-
gal, India, do hereby notified that]
my Father Sonam Dorjee Bhutia,
Sonam Dorjay Bhutia (old name)
shall henceforth be known as|
Sonam Bhutia (new name), as de-
clared before the Ld Executive|
Magistrate Mirik, vide an affidavit|
dated 07/07/2025. Sonam Dorjee|
Bhutia, Sonam Dorjay Bhutia (old|
name) and Sonam Bhutia (new|
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Binoy Kumar Mukharjee (old
name) son of Ramchandra Mukher-
jee, residing at Raghabpur, Ragha
bpur Purulia - 723101, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Binoy|
Krishna Mukherjee (new name), as|
declared Before The Notary Public|
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
03/11/2025. Binoy Krishna Mukher-
jee (new name) and Binoy Kumar
Mukharjee (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Rakesh Kumar On Behalf Of My|
Minor Daughter Shyra Riddhi(Old|
Name) Residing At G/A Gf-Ab89,
Ground Floor,Pre-12-0087, Street-
87,Tank No.2,Kidzee School ,New|
Town,Action Area-1,Dist-24 Par-
ganas North,Pin-700163,West Ben-
gal,India.Have Changed Her Name|
And She Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Pearl Riddhi (New Name)|
As Declared Before The Ld.1st Class
Judicial Magistrate At Sealdah Vide|
Affidavit No.10085 On 29/09/2025.
Shyra Riddhi (Old Name) And Pearl|
Riddhi(New Name.)Both Are Same|
And One Identical Person.

Name Change

1, MAINUDDIN ALI (old name) son of|
ABDUL KADIR, residing at 85 TOOT|
BAGAN, KAMARHATI, BARRACK-
PORE, 700058, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall|
henceforth be known as MD MAIN-
UDDIN (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 31/10/2025.
MD MAINUDDIN (new name) and|
MAINUDDIN ALI (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Adhir Kumar Banerjee (old name)|
son of Anil Kumar Banerjee, resid-
ing at Sucasa Towers, Flat No B/3d,
3rd Floor 30 Kholisa Kota Road,
Manikpur, Eden Park, Italghacha,
North 24 Parganas, 700079, West|
Bengal, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be|
known as Adhir Banerjee (new|
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 3/11/2025. Adhir Bane|
rjee (new name) and Adhir Kumar|
Banerjee (old name) both are same|
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Jayasree Basu (Old Name), D/O,
Sachindra Nath Guha, W/O Samir|
Kumar Basu, Residing At 104/D,
Garia Gardens, Po-Garia, Ps-Naren-|
drapur, South 24 Parganas -
700084 have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Jayashree Basu (New Name) As De-|
clared Before The Notary Public At|
Kolkata Vide Affidavit Dated|
31/10/2025. Jayasree Basu And|
Jayashree Basu , Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Rangana Bhattacharyya (Old|
Name) W/o Tapas Banerjee Residing|
at P10 Garfa East End Row, P.o -
Haltu, Pss - Garfa, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700078, West Bengal India|
Have Changed my name and shalll
henceforth be known as Rangana
Banerjee (New Name) as declared
before the Kolkata vide affidavit]
Date 03-11-2025. Rangana Bhat-
tacharyya (Old Name) and Rangana
Banerjee (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Dipankar Saha S/0 Shankar Saha,
R/O- Madhyapara, Habra, North 24|
Parganas, West Bengal- 743263,
Have Changed My Name To Pintul
Saha Vide Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public On 03/11/2025 At
Kolkata. Dipankar Saha Henceforth|
Be Known As Pintu Saha For All
Purposes And They Are Both Same
One And Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Sanjoy Pramanik S/O Adhir Pra-
manik, R/O- 664c, Napit Para,
Bakhrahat Road, Thakurpukur|
Kolkata-700063, Have Changed My|
Name To Sanjay Pramanik Vide Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary|
Public On 03/11/2025 At Kolkata.
Sanjoy Pramanik Henceforth Be
Known As Sanjay Pramanik For All
Purposes And They Are Both Same
One And Identical Person.

Name Change

I, EKBAL ALAM (old name) son of]
LATE NOOR ALAM KHAN, resid-
ing at 264, MOTILAL COLONY ,
PO- RAJBARI, PS-DUMDUM,
KOLKATA - 700081, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as|
IQBAL ALAM (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public|
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
03/11/2025. 1QBAL ALAM (new|
name) and EKBAL ALAM (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Renu Kumari Lama(Old Name),
Wife Of Prem Lama,Residing At
5¢,C.N.Roy Road,Po & Ps-Tiljala,
700039,West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Renu Lama(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 03/11
2025.Renu Kumari Lama And Renu|
Lama Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change

I,Mohammad Zahid(Old Name), Son|
Of Sekh Bhola,Residing At 46f Gora|
Chand Road,Po-Entally,Ps-Benia-
pukur, Kolkata,700014,West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And|
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Md|
Zahid(New Name) Vide An Affidavit|
Sworn Before The Notary Public At|
Kolkata On 03/11/2025. Mohammad|
Zahid And Md Zahid Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Moslem Ali(Old Name),Son Of]
Samsul Haque Molla,Residing At
South Chakmir, Ps-Maheshtala-
700141, West Bengal,Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Md Moslem Ali Molla|
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn|
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata|
On 03/11/2025.Moslem Ali And Md|
Moslem Ali Molla Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE

I, MD ABDUS SAMAD S/o-
Late MD SAYED ALI R/o- Vill.-
Malayapur, PO- Raghunathpur,
PS- Baduria, North 24
Parganas do hereby declare
that my deceased father's MD
SAYED ALl and CHHAYED ALI
MONDAL is the same and
identical person vide Affidavit
no. 23303 dt. 17.10.25 sworn
before the 1st Class Judicial

Name Change

I, Mohammed Shafique (old name)
Son of Sk Mehmood, residing at|
42/H/14, Ekbalpore Lane, Khidder-
pore, Kolkata-700023, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as Md|
Shafique (new name), as declared|
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 03/11/2025.
Mohammed Shafique (old name)
and Md Shafique (new name) both|
are same and one identical person.

Magistrate Basirhat Court.

Name Change

|, Abubakkar Mondal, S/o Din Islam
Mondal & Salema Bibi Mondal, residing
at Vill. Ghona, P.O. Gotra, P.S. Basirhat,
Dist. North 24 Pgs, do hereby declare that
my name has been wrongly recorded as
Abubakkar Gazi, mother's name Salma
Bibi in my birth certificate (reg. no. 1119,
dt. 31.12.2001). On 15.09.2025 vide
affidavit no. 19358 before the 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate, Basirhat, | affirm that
Abubakkar Mondal & Abubakkar Gazi and
Salema Bibi Mondal & Salma Bibi both
are same & identical person.

NAME CHANGE

I, Sudip Das, S/o- Lt. DIPANKAR
DAS, R/o- Vill.- Nadia, PO-
Dhanyakuria, PS- Basirhat, Hal.P.S.
Matia Dist. North 24 Parganas, do
hereby declare that my father’s
name is wrongly recorded in my
Birth Certificate (vide Regd. No.
121 dt. of Regd. 04-03-2005 issued
by Dhanyakuria G.P. Basirhat-Il,
North 24 Pgs) as Bablu Das (Nick
Name) in place of Dipankar Das.
That my said deceased father,
Dipankar Das and Bablu Das is
same one and identical person vide
Affidavit no.- 22259 dt. 08-10-2025
sworn before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate Basirhat Court.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Samsunnesha Begum W/O SK. Ka-
maruzzaman residing at vill-Domjur,
(Hazipara),P.O. & P.S- Domjur, Dist-
Howrah, Pin-711405.WB do hereby|
declare as follows That my D.0.B is|
08.08.1979 which is recorded in my|
Aadhar Card (No.5890 4652 8547)
and PAN card (No.EUYPB4852B),
Voter id (No.MLN2597771) and cer-
tificate Marriage (date is 04.02.2000)|
etc & in other documents also. That|
SK SAYED ISLAM since deceased is
my father and Mamtaj BEGAM is my|
mother. That I'm swearing this affi-
davit before the Ld. 1st Class Judiciall
Magistrate at Howrah date 24.10.
2025. affidavit n0.4397. to declare
my D.0.B. i.e. 08.08.1979 as well as|
my place of Birth i.e Vill- Ghoradaha,
P.0.- Mato, P.S-Amta, Dist- Howrah,

Name Change

I, ANITA SENGUPTA (old name)
daughter of Sourendra Nath Pra-
manik, residing at 17 C, Hin-
dusthan Road, Sarat Bose Road,
Kolkata- 700029, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as|
ANITA PRAMANIK (new name),
as declared Before The Notary)|
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit|
dated 31/10/2025. ANITA PRA-
MANIK (new name) and ANITA]
SENGUPTA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Sk Robiyel Hossain (old name)
son of Sk Ruhul Amin, residing at|
Vill- Enayetnagar, P.O.- Chagram,
Purba Bardhaman, Pin- 713423,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Rabiyel Hossain (new|
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 03/11/2025. Sk Rabiyel
Hossain (new name) and Sk Robiyel|
Hossain (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Sabina Rasul (old name) wife of]
Magbool Ahmed, residing at 4C,
Green Park (Tiljala Lane), P.O.-
Ballygunge, Kolkata- 700019,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sabina Rasool (new|
name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 03/11/2025. Sabina|
Rasool (new name) and Sabina
Rasul (old name) both are same
and one identical person.
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Rain likely in South
Bengal as new low-
pressure forms over BoB

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Alipore Meteorological
Department has predicted
rain across several districts of
South Bengal due to the for-
mation of a new low-pressure
area over the Bay of Bengal.
While Kolkata is likely to ex-
perience clear skies on Mon-
day with no immediate
chances of rainfall, the
weather department has in-
dicated that light rain could
return later in the week as
the system progresses inland.
According to the forecast,
several South Bengal dis-
tricts, including North and
South 24 Parganas, Howrah,
Hooghly, and East and West
Midnapore, are expected to
witness light to moderate
rainfall on Wednesday and
Thursday. The weather sys-
tem, currently located over
the central Bay of Bengal, is
likely to move northeast-
wards, causing scattered rain
and cloudy conditions in
these regions. Officials at the
Meteorological Department
have also advised fishermen
to avoid venturing into the
deep sea areas of the East-
Central and adjoining North-
east Bay of Bengal,
particularly along and off the

South Bangladesh coast, from
November 3 to 5. Strong
winds and rough sea condi-
tions are expected during this
period, posing potential risks
to marine activities. In North
Bengal, the weather is likely
to remain comparatively sta-
ble. Scattered rainfall has
been forecast in certain pock-
ets of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong districts on Mon-
day, while other northern dis-
tricts such as Cooch Behar,
Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri,
Malda, and Murshidabad are
likely to experience dry con-
ditions with mostly clear
skies. The region is expected
to see minimal thunderstorm
activity over the next few
days. The changing weather
pattern comes at a time when
temperatures have been
gradually dipping across the
state, marking the transition
from post-monsoon humidity
to cooler pre-winter condi-
tions. Meteorologists have
noted that such low-pressure
formations in early Novem-
ber are not uncommon, as
remnants of the monsoon oc-
casionally interact with west-
ern disturbances, bringing
intermittent rainfall to parts
of eastern India.

Name Change

I, Govind Masram (old name) S/O|
Kishor Masram, residing at
Triveni B,1C, 1ST Floor, Shristi
Nagar, Asansol, P.0.- Asansol,
P.S.- Asan- sol(S), Dist.- Paschim
Bardhaman, Pin- 713305, West|
Bengal, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be)
known as Govind Kishor Masram|
(new name), as de- clared before
the Ld 1st class judi- cial magis-
trate at Asansol, vide an affidavit
SL No. 9456/25 dated 07/08/2025.
Govind Kishor Mas- ram (new
nam) and Govind Mas- ram (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, NAZIMA BEGUM (old name) wife
of ABDUL HAI MONDAL, residing at|
MANIKPUR, DELTAMILL, PS:-
SANKRAIL, HOWRAH- 711309,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be|
known as NAZMA BIBI (new name),
as declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit|
dated 03/11/2025. NAZMA BIB]|
(new name) and NAZIMA BEGUM|
(old name) both are same and one|
identical person.

Name Change

I, CHITYA ROY (old name) son of]
JATINDRA NATH ROY, residing at|
GOBINDA  NAGAR,GOURANGA|
NAGAR,PS:NEW TOWN,NORTH]|
24 PGS-700159, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as|
CHITTARANJAN  ROY  (new|
name), as declared Before The|
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an|
affidavit dated 03/11/2025. CHIT-
TARANJAN ROY (new name) and
CHITYA ROY (old name) both are|
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Swapna Nayek (old name)
daughter of Jotin Nayek,residing at|
Little Sisters of The Poor 2 A.J.C|
Bose Road, Opp Hotel Hindustan
International, P.O.- L.R. Sarani,
Kolkata- 700020, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as Mar-
garet Swapna Nayek (new name)|
daughter of Jotin Nayek, as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at|
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
03/11/2025. Margaret Swapna
Nayek (new name) and Swapna
Nayek (old name) both are same|
and one identical person.

Pin- 711408. WB. as per documents|
stated above.

Name Change

I, Vinod Kumar Agarwal(old name)
s/o Late Kaluram Agarwal residing|
at 6Akeyatala Road,Ps-Rabindra
Sarovar,Kolkata-700029, West
Bengal, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be
known as Binod Kumar Agarwal
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata on
03/11/2025. Vinod Kumar Agarwall
(0ld name) and Binod Kumar Agar-
wal (New name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Manjila Sekh(Old Name), Wife Of]
Atiyar Sekh @ Atiyar Rahaman|
Sekh,Residing At Vill-Sapkhali,Po &|
Ps - Bishnupur, South 24 Parganas -
743503, West Bengal,Have Chan|
ged My Name And Shall Henceforth|
Be Known As Manjura Rahaman|
Sekh(New Name) Vide An Affidavit|
No 59740 Sworn Before The Ld 1st|
Class Judicial Magistrate At Alipore|
On 09/09/2025. Manjila Sekh And|
Manjura Rahaman Sekh Both Are|
The Same And One Identical Person.

Man Stabbed Over
Bike Parking Dispute;
Accused Arrested

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A minor argument over
parking a bike turned vio-
lent in Topsia, Kolkata, on
Sunday night when a man
was stabbed multiple
times during a heated al-
tercation. Police have ar-
rested  the accused,
identified as Mohammad
Jasimuddin, while the in-
jured person, Mohammad
Hanif, is currently recover-
ing after receiving treat-
ment.

According to police
sources, the incident oc-
curred around 10:30 p.m.
on Sunday at Avinash
Choudhury Lane under the
jurisdiction of Topsia Po-
lice Station. A group of
men were reportedly chat-
ting in the middle of the
road, blocking passage,
with their motorcycles
parked there. Among them
was the accused, Jasimud-
din. At that time, Moham-
mad Hanif, a local
resident, approached them
and asked Jasimuddin to
move his bike, saying it
was causing an obstruc-
tion. The simple request
quickly escalated into a
verbal confrontation, lead-
ing to a violent outburst.
Witnesses said that during
the heated exchange,
Jasimuddin suddenly took
out a knife and stabbed
Hanif several times in the
abdomen, causing panic in
the area. Hanif collapsed on
the road, bleeding pro-
fusely, as  bystanders
rushed to help him. He was
immediately taken to Chit-
taranjan Hospital, where he
received emergency med-
ical treatment. After being
stabilized, he was dis-
charged from the hospital
later that night. Hanif sub-
sequently went to Topsia
Police Station and lodged a
formal complaint against
his attacker. Based on the
FIR, police launched a swift
investigation and arrested
the accused within hours.

Authority suspends
prison guard for
sneaking drugs in jail

MI News Service, Jalpaig-
uri: A jail guard posted at
the Jalpaiguri Central
Correctional Home was
suspended after being
caught red-handed for
trying to sneak in drugs in
a matchbox into the cor-
rectional home. Dhrubajy-
oti Chaki, the 40-year-old
guard, is a resident of Jal-
paiguri town. "He has
been suspended as per the
instructions of the higher
authorities. A departmen-
tal inquiry has been initi-
ated, and if the allegations
are proven, legal action
will be taken," said a
source in the correctional
home. The incident has
led to repercussions, as
Chaki is one of those re-
sponsible for ensuring the
safety and discipline of in-
mates, and yet, he has
been accused of smug-
gling drugs into the jail.
Sources said that the
guards work in seven
shifts, and Chaki was on
duty in the noon shift. As
the protocol demands, be-
fore entering for duty, he
was frisked by security
personnel posted at the
gate.

During the search, a
matchbox was found in
his pocket. As the officers
opened the box, they
found narcotics. "Because
of strict surveillance, the
guard could not smuggle
the drugs inside. The mat-
ter was immediately re-
ported to higher
authorities, and he was
suspended immediately,”
a source said. In October
2021, another warden
was caught while trying to
smuggle drugs into the
same correctional home.

Airtel shows
robust growth

MI News Service, Mumbai:
Bharti Airtel announced its
Q2 FY26 results, reporting
quarterly revenues of Rs
52,145 crore, reflecting a
25.7% year-on-year
growth and a 5.4% se-
quential increase. The
growth was broad-based

across both India and
Africa operations. The
India business posted

quarterly revenues of Rs
38,690 crore, up 22.6%
YoY and 2.9% QoQ, driven
by continued premiumiza-
tion in the Mobile segment,
sustained momentum in
the homes segment, and
improved performance in
Airtel Business. The India
Mobile segment reported a
13.2% YoY revenue in-
crease, led by ARPU im-
provement and continued
growth in smartphone
data customer acquisition.

Director General (Railway Health Services)
inspected TaanﬂSinha Memorial Hospital

MI News Service, Kolkata,
03.11.2025: Dr. Jagdish
Chandra, Director General
(Railway Health Services),
visited Tapan Sinha Memo-
rial Hospital, Metro Railway,
Kolkata today ie. on
03.11.2025 (Monday). He
was accompanied by senior
medical officers of Eastern
Railway and Metro Railway.
During his visit, Dr. Chandra
inspected, Endoscopy De-
partment, ECHO, USG, Op-

eration Theatre, X-Ray De-
partment, Ne bansap-
tarshi@gmail.com phrology
Unit under PPD model, Med-
icine Store, Oxygen Plant,
both the IPD and OPD blocks
of the hospital. He also held
discussions with Dr. Gopa
Majumdar, Principal Chief
Medical Officer, Metro Rail-
way, Kolkata regarding the
upgradation and further de-
velopment of Tapan Sinha
Memorial Hospital.

Man Detained for Taking
Photos Outside American
Center in Kolkata

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
youth was detained outside
the American Center in
Kolkata after security per-
sonnel grew suspicious of his
activities.  According to
sources, the man was seen
taking photographs near the
high-security premises lo-
cated on Chowringhee Road,
prompting the guards to stop
and question him. Security
officials from the American
Center immediately alerted
the Shakespeare Sarani Po-
lice Station, following which
officers arrived at the scene
and took the youth into cus-
tody for questioning. The de-
tained individual is
reportedly a resident of
North 24 Parganas, police
confirmed.  Eyewitnesses
said the youth had been loi-
tering around the area for
some time, behaving in a
manner that drew attention
from locals and security staff.
“He was moving around the
American Center and taking
pictures of the premises.
Finding his behavior un-
usual, the guards detained
him and informed the local
police,” a senior officer
stated. The youth was subse-
quently taken to Shake-
speare Sarani police station,
where he is being interro-

gated for several hours. Po-
lice are investigating why he
was present in the area, why
he was taking photographs,
and whether anyone had
sent him or was assisting
him.

Sources said the police
are also trying to verify if he
has any criminal back-
ground or links to any organ-
ization. The investigation
includes checking his mobile
phone, camera, and other
electronic devices to deter-
mine what images were cap-
tured and whether they have
been shared. Given the high-
security nature of the Amer-
ican Center and nearby
diplomatic offices, the inci-
dent has raised concerns.
Police officers have spoken to
the security personnel of the
American Center, who were
the first to spot the youth and
hand him over to authorities.
Officials said that despite the
heavy security around for-
eign diplomatic premises in
Kolkata, the fact that some-
one managed to approach
the area and take photo-
graphs is being taken very
seriously. Investigators are
reviewing CCTV footage
from the vicinity to retrace
his movements and ascer-
tain if he acted alone.

NGT audits landslides
in Darjeeling region

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Darjeeling: The Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
has taken suo motu cogni-
sance on the issue pertain-
ing to environment
degradation in Darjeeling
regions, which recently suf-
fered large scale landslides
due to heavy rainfall, ob-
serving unsustainable de-
velopment in the region.
According to the Land-
slide Atlas of India 2023
published by Isro, Darjee-
ling ranks as the 35th most
exposed district among 147
landslide-prone areas, the
NGT observed. Heavy rain
in the first week of October
triggered landslides leading
to disruption in road con-
nectivity on key routes in
north Bengal and collapse
of the Dudhia bridge over
the Balason river, disrupting
national and state high-
ways. The heavy rainfall
caused at least 33 deaths
and extensive destruction in
Darjeeling and surrounding
regions. In 2023, the glacial
lake outburst flood in
Sikkim caused significant

downstream damage in
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri
districts, exposing the re-
gion’s vulnerability, the NGT
noted. The proceeding was
initiated by the NGT on the
basis of a mnews report
which blamed unsustain-
able development, changing
rainfall patterns, and lack of
institutional preparedness
for the large-scale land-
slides and severe environ-
mental degradation in the
Darjeeling hills. Whether
development took place in
violation of the environment
norms or not, the tribunal
has sought to know, quoting
news reports raising sub-
stantial issues relating to
the implementation of
green laws. “The news item
raises concerns about na-
tional security implications
due to Darjeeling’s strategic
location near the ‘chicken’s
neck’ corridor, underscor-
ing the need for national-
level interventions in
climate resilience and disas-
ter management in the
Eastern Himalayas,” the
NGT said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

d1cICI Bank

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited Plot No-23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor,
New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

Notice under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 is being issued by ICICI Bank Ltd. (on the underlying pool assigned to ICICI Bank by Dewan Housing
Finance Ltd.) in relation to the enforcement of security concerning a Housing Loan Facility granted pursuantto aLoan
agreement entered into between DHFL and the following borrower(s) who has/have defaulted in the repayment of
principal and interest towards the Loan Facility(ies) obtained by them from the secured creditor. The Loans have
been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). A notice was issued to them at their last known addresses;
however, ithas returned un-served and hence, they are hereby notified by way of this Public Notice.

Sr. Name of the Borrower/Co- Property Address Date of Notice Sent/ | NPA
No,| Borrower/ Guarantor/ & Address of Secured Asset / Outstanding as on | Date
(DHFL Old LAN & ICICI New LAN) Asset to be Enforced Date of Notice
1. IMandeep Singh/ Surinder Kaur/ Sukna | Part of Plot No. G-67, Station Area 08/10/2025 o8/
Hii Stn Siligury West Bengal Siliguri- Nilokheri, Tehsil Nilokheri, Dist. 13 00R23'36 3 ZACl)ngé

734009/ QZKNLO0005039432 Karnal, Haryana- 132117 T

Date: November 04, 2025
Place: Kolkata

The steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower(s) and/or the guarantor(s) of the
Loan (as applicable) is/are advised to make the payments of the outstanding within the period of 60 days from
the date of the publication of this Notice else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the
Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Authorised Officer,
Team ICICI Bunkj
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IKBF: ARGENTINA thrilled to be in Foothall Capital of India

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The International Kolkata Book
Fair happens to be the higgest fes-
tival in West Bengal after Durga
Puja. The upcoming 49th Inter-
national Kolkata Book Fair will
commence from 22 January and
will continue till 3 February 2026.
For the first time in the history
of the International Kolkata Book
Fair (IKBF), Argentina, a country
closely connected with India, es-
pecially Bengal, will be the Focal
Theme Country in the Internation-
al Kolkata Book Fair 2026.
Andrés Sebastidn Rojas, Head
of the Political and Cultural Sec-
tion of the Embassy of Argentina

in India and Anandi Queipo Ria-
vitz, Head of the Consular Section
of the Embassy of Argentina in
India were present at the formal
press conference for IKBF in Kolk-
ata. Both the Argentine delegates
expressed their deep satisfaction
regarding their participation in
IKBE.

According to, Anandi Queipo
Riavitz, Head of the Consular
Section of the Embassy of Ar-
gentina in India, “ Rabindranath
Tagore and Satyajit Ray are very
well known figures in Argentina.
They are renowned world figures
and are the great sons of this soil.
IKBF is one of the most popular

and prestigious book fair in this
world and it is our proud privi-
lege and pleasure to be the part
of it.”

Andrés Sebastidn Rojas, Head
of the Political and Cultural Sec-
tion of the Embassy of Argentina
in India further added, “ We are
well aware that Kolkata is the
football capital of India. We also
know that how much popular is
‘Messi’ in this part of the world.
Apart from literature, Football is
a hig hinding force between Ar-
gentina and West Bengal. We do
share a big emotional bondage.
Participation IKBF would only
enhance our deep bondage.”

ED conducted search operations at Chakdaha in Nadia and
detained three members of a family in fake passport case

MI News Service, Chakdaha:
The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on Monday conducted raids at
different locations, including the
house of a carpenter at Chakdaha
in West Bengal's border district of
Nadia and detained three mem-
bers of a family for their suspect-
ed involvement in making fake
Indian passports and distribution
against payments to foreigners,
including Pakistani, sources said.

Official sources said the ED also
raided a shop near the passport
office at Anandapur near Ruby
Hospital on EM Byepass and the
federal agency officials also were
seen to have entered into the
passport office for an inquiry re-
garding the fake passport racket.

As many as four ED sleuths aid-
ed by 12 armed CRPF personnel
about 6 AM raided the house of
Biplab Sarkar, and detained him,
his mason brother Biplab and
their father in the alleged fake
passport case.

According to ED sources, the
search was conducted at the
premises of Biplab Sarkar, who
is suspected of being an agent in
the issuance of passports fraudu-
lently. The raid is being conducted
as part of its investigation into the

case linked to a Pakistani nation-
al, Azad Mallik, who was arrest-
ed earlier this year from Birati in
North 24 Parganas.

Sources said Biplab Sarkar’s
name surfaced during the inter-
rogation of Indu Bhushan Halder,
a middleman arrested last month
for helping foreigners get Indian
Identity documents (passport) in
lieu of money. The family mem-
bers of Biplab Sarkar are also un-
der the scanner for being involved
in the same activities.

The ED team reached Parari
village in Chakdaha earlier this
morning and went straight to Bi-
plab Sarkar's house. The search
began as soon as they entered his
ordinary clay house. The team
also got the passport.

The ED is investigating how
fake passports were made and
where all the people travelled to.
Sarkar's family members were
also questioned.

Pakistani citizen Azad Mallick
was arrested in the fake passport
case earlier this year. At that time,
the ED conducted searches at sev-
eral places near the India-Bangla-
desh border in the North 24 Par-
ganas and Nadia districts.

Monday's search is also based

on the same sources. Last month,
an accused named Indu Bhushan
Haldar was arrested in Nadia in a
passport forgery case. Indu Bhu-
shan had renewed Azad Mallick's
Indian passport.

Sources said Biplab Sarkar has
been linked to Indu Bhushan, and
it is learned that about 350 fake
passport applications were made
from Indu Bhushan's cyber cafe in
Chakdaha.

Based on that information, the
ED raided Sarkar's house. Al-
though he works as a carpenter,
investigators are probing wheth-
er he has any Bangladeshi con-
nections. The reason is that Indu
Bhushan also used to make fake
photo identity cards in several
cases.

The investigators are check-
ing the travel history and all his
bank transactions. The officials
are also checking the documents
and passports of his brother, Bipul
Sarkar and their family members.
Their travel history was also being
checked. Sarkar's mobile phone
was also heing scanned.

The ED also searched the shop
in the Anandapur passport seva
kendra in the eastern part of the
city in the fale passport case.

ANIL AMBANI: ED attaches assets worth over Rs 3K Cr

MI News Service, Mumbai:
The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has attached assets worth more
than Rs 3,000 crore linked to Reli-
ance Group Chairman Anil Amba-
ni as part of a money laundering
investigation against his group
companies, official sources said.

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.: EL/HWH/25/21
(Notice)/708, Date: 31.10.2025.
Divisional Railway Manager, Eastern
Railway, DRM Building, near Howrah
Railway Station, Howrah-711101 invites
Open e-Tender for the under mentioned
electrical work/s: Sl. No.: 1; Tender No.
: EL-HWH-25-21-3388-R; Name of
Work: Electrical General work for
"Upgradation and modernisation of Bally
Goods shed under Sr. DEN/1/HWH";
Tender Value (Rs.) : ¥ 54,37,644.00/-
; Bid Security (Earnest Money
Deposit) (Rs.) : ¥ 1,08,800/-; Sl. No.:
2; Tender No. : EL-HWH-25-21-3389-
R; Name of Work: Electrical General
work for "Upgradation and
modernisation of Harinsing goods sheds
over Howrah Division under Sr.
DEN/4/HWH" ; Tender Value (Rs.) :
% 73,43,890/-; Bid Security (Earnest
Money Deposit) (Rs.) : ¥ 1,46,900/-;
Closing Date and Time : 21.11.2025
at 15.00 hrs.; Completion Period: 180
Days for SI. No. 1 & 2 each. In case the
date of closing mentioned in the notice
inviting tender is declared a
holiday/bandh/strike on any account,
the date of closing tender online will not
be changed as the application in the
website of IREPS does not permit
submission of any offer after closing
date and time of the tender. However,
opening of tenders online will be on any
convenient day after closing date and
time of the tender. The details of tender
are available at website:
www.ireps.gov.in Tenderers are
requested to submit their offer online
on the above website.
HWH-369/2025-26
Tender Notice is also available at websites :
wwwi.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : R4 @EasterRailway
@ @casternrailwayheadquarter

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(G)/Santragachi, South Eastern Railway,
Kharagpur Division acting for and on
behalf of the President of India invites
open tender from respective eligible
contractors through e-Tendering in
www.ireps.gov.in website as per details
mention below : SI. No.; Tender Notice
No.; Name of the Work; Tender Value &
EMD/Bid Security respectively : (1);
Elect-OT-25-26-SPP2-31; Santragachi:
Supply, Installation and Erection of
Solar Power Plant at Santragachi
Jurisdiction (Phase 2); % 14,97,07,778.57;
% 8,98,500.00. (2); Elect-Chg-25-26-
RY750-32; Provision of 750V supply
for EOG coaches at Reception yard
Line at Santragachi coaching depot;
% 3,29,97,015.72;% 3,15,000.00. Tender
Closing Date : 21.11.2025 at 11:00 hrs.
Respective contractors are requested to
apply for the same through online only, in
www.ireps.gov.in website. No offline
tender will be accepted for this tender.
Please read the tender document
carefully uploaded in the document
section for details. Tender Notice, tender
document and other details are given in
the www.ireps.gov.in. (PR-794)

FASTERN RAILWAY

Corrigendum
Corrigendum notice in connection with
Tender Notice No. EL/HWH/25/21
(Notice)/709 for Tender No. : EL-HWH-
25-21-3433 & EL-HWH-25-21-3477,
was published earlier by Divisional
Railway Manager, Eastern Railway,
DRM Building, near Howrah Railway
Station, Howrah-711101, in which the
closing Date & Time of tender to be
read as 20.11.2025, 15:00 hrs.
instead of 07.11.2025, 15:00 hrs. All
other terms and conditions will remain
unchanged. HWH-370/2025-26

Tender Notice is also available at websites :
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in | www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : R @EasternRailway
@ @easternrailwayheadquarter

The federal probe agency has
issued four provisional orders
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) for at-
taching the properties, including
the 66-year-old Ambani's house
in Pali Hill, Mumbai, apart from
other residential and commercial
properties of his group compa-
nies, they said.

A plot of land belonging to
Reliance Centre on Maharaja
Ranjit Singh Marg in Delhi and
multiple other assets in the
national capital, Noida, Gha-
ziabad, Mumbai, Pune, Thane,
Hyderabad, Chennai and East
Godavari have also been at-
tached.

According to the sources, the
total value of the attached as-
sets is Rs 3,084 crore.

The case pertains to alleged
diversion and laundering of
public funds raised hy Reliance
Home Finance Ltd. (RHFL) and
Reliance Commercial Finance
Ltd. (RCFL).

During 2017-2019, Yes Bank
invested Rs 2,965 crore in RHFL
instruments and Rs 2,045 crore
in RCFL instruments.

These turned into "non-per-
forming" investments by Decem-
ber 2019, with Rs 1,353.50 crore
then outstanding for RHFL and
Rs 1,984 crore for RCFL, accord-
ing to the ED.

The action against Ambani
pertains to alleged financial ir-
regularities and collective loan
"diversion" pegged at more than
Rs 17,000 crore by multiple
group companies, including Reli-
ance Infrastructure.

The businessman was ques-
tioned in the case by the ED in
August.

This came after the agency
searched 35 premises of 50 com-
panies and 25 people, including
executives of his business group,
in Mumbai on July 24. The ED's
money laundering case stems
from a Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation FIR.

Leopard attack:

Pune forest dept

issues 'shooting orders'

MI News Service, Pune: A day
after enraged locals set ablaze a
forest department vehicle follow-
ing the death of a 13-year-old
boy in a leopard attack in Pune
district, the authorities ordered
the capture and "elimination" of
the animal.

A team of five sharpshooters
has been deployed in the area for
the purpose, forest officials said.

People from leopard at-
tack-prone regions like Junnar,
Ambegaon, Shirur in the district
organised a "rasta roko" (road
blockade) near Avsari on the
Pune-Nashik Highway on Mon-
day to protest against the fre-
quent attacks hy big cats.

In the last one month, three
persons died in leopard attacks in

the Shirur region, sparking anger
among the locals, who have been
demanding preventive steps to
curb the human-animal conflict.

"Today, we are conducting
a camera trap exercise. Swahs
will be collected from leopards
caught during the tranquilising
process to identify those involved
in the recent fatal attacks. The
samples will be sent to the labs
for DNA matching with swabs
taken from the victims and if a
match is found, the particular
leopard will be eliminated," said
Smita Rajhans, assistant conser-
vator of forests, Junnar forest
division.

She said that the principal
conservator of forests has issued
the "shooting orders".

EASTERN RAILWAY
e-AUCTION NOTICE

No. CV/IMPS/SDAH/e-auction Dated: 31.10.2025
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Sealdah, 2nd Floor,
DRM Building, Kaizer Street, Sealdah, Kolkata-700014 invites e-auction
through IREPS portal vide website www.ireps.gov.in for 05 Multipurpose
Stall (MPS) Unit over Sealdah Division for the period of 5 years. Admin
Unit/Zone: Sealdah Division - Commercial/Eastern Railway. Auction
Catalogue No. MPS-SDAH-05-25. Auctioning Authority: Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Sealdah. Bidding System : Normal
Auction (Single stage). Auction Start (All Lots): 17.11.2025, 13:00:00
hrs. Auction Close Date/Time: 17.11.2025, 14:10:00 hrs. Auto Extension
Zone: 120 seconds. Auto Extension Duration: 120 seconds. Initial
Cooling Off Period: 30 Minutes. Successive Lots Closing Interval: 10
Minutes. Maximum Auto Extensions: 10 Times. Details of which are as
under : Seq. No.; Lot no./Category; Description; Lot End Date and
Time respectively : AA/1; MPS-SDAH-KNR-MPS-6-25-1 (MPS - Multi
Purpose Stalls); Allotment of Multipurpose Stall (MPS) (6ft x10ft = 60 sqft.)
at Kankinara Railway station on Platform No. 2 for a period of 05 years;
17.11.2025 at 13:30:00 hrs.; AA/2; MPS-SDAH-GBG-MPS-3-25-1 (MPS
- Multi Purpose Stalls); Allotment of Multipurpose Stall (MPS) (6ft x10ft =
60 sqft) at Gobordanga Railway station on Platform No. 1 for a period of
05 years; 17.11.2025 at 13:40:00 hrs.; AA/3; MPS-SDAH-MMG-MPS-11-
25-1 (MPS - Multi Purpose Stalls); Allotment of Multipurpose Stall (MPS)
(6ft x10ft= 60 sqft.) at Madhyamgram Railway station adjacent to New
Booking Office near Platform No. 1 for a period of 05 years; 17.11.2025
at 13:50:00 hrs.; AA/4; MPS-SDAH-HLR-MPS-2-25-1 (MPS - Multi Purpose
Stalls); Allotment of Multipurpose Stall (MPS) (6ft x10ft= 60 sqft.) at
Halishahar Railway station on Platform No. 2 near must No. 41/22 for a
period of 05 years; 17.11.2025 at 14:00:00 hrs.; AA/5; MPS-SDAH-MGT-
MPS-4-25-1 (MPS - Multi Purpose Stalls); Allotment of Multipurpose Stall
(MPS) (6ft x10ft= 60 sqft.) at Magra Hat Railway station near Booking
Office for a period of 05 years; 17.11.2025 at 14:10:00 hrs.; Rate Unit:
Annual Licensing Fee for AA/1 to AA/5 each. Trips/Days: 1826 for AA/1 to AA/5
each. Min. Incre (%): 0.2 for AA/1 to AA/5 each. Lot Status: New in Draft
Catalogue for AA/1 to AA/5 each. SDAH-245/2025-26
Tender Notice is also available at websi ys.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : B} @EasternRailway € @easternrailwayheadquarter

: www.er.indi

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Rupak Theater Nimta Rabindrapalli, a novel play "Parashmani" was staged at Kamarhati Nazrul
Parasmani, a play written by Shyamakanta Das and directed by Gopal Bhattacharya, features Prabir Majumdar, Sanjay Chakraborty, Pritha Mukher-

i

jee, Sumita Das, Anuradha Dey and other artists. Eminent theatre artist Deepak Kumar Ghosh said that for 50 years, we have also celebrated
various luminaries of the theatre world and we are still trying to make theatre more influential among the youth in the coming days. This play will
be staged in various places in the coming days. Everyone is requested to watch it.

Telengana bus accident kills 19

MI News Service, Chevella:
At least 19 people were killed and
several others injured when tip-
per lorry carrying gravel collided
head-on with a Telangana Road
Transport Corporation (RTC) bus
in Ranga Reddy district on Mon-
day morning, police said.

The accident occurred near
Chevella when the gravel-laden
tipper rammed into the RTC bus
travelling from Tandur to Hyder-
abad, causing the gravel to fall
onto the bus and trapping passen-
gers inside.

“The tipper collided with the
Telangana Road Transport Cor-
poration (RTC) vehicle near Chev-
ella, resulting in the gravel falling
on the hus,” a police official told.

“16 people died, eight in-
jured,” the official initially said,
before the toll was later revised
to 19.

Among the deceased were 10
women and the bus driver, police
said.

In a post on X, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said he was
"deeply saddened" hy the loss
of lives in the accident. He an-
nounced compensation of Rs 2

lakhs to the families of those who
died, and Rs 50,000 each to the
injured.

“l extend my deepest condo-
lences to the affected individuals
and their family members during
this difficult time. I pray that the
injured recover quickly.

From PMNREF, we will provide
compensation of Rs. 2 lakhs to
the families of those who died,
and Rs. 50,000 each to the in-
jured,” the PM said.

According to the bus conductor,
there were 72 passengers in the
bus at the time of the accident.

“The injured persons were in
trauma and they could not pro-
vide information on the number
of passengers in the bus.”

Rescue teams used earthmov-
ers to clear the debris and pull
out passengers trapped inside
the bus.

“The passengers of the bus
were brought out of it,” the police
official said.

Expressing anguish over the
tragedy, Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy directed Chief Sec-
retary K. Ramakrishna Rao and
DGP Shivadhar Reddy to carry

out relief measures on a war foot-
ing, an official release said.

Revanth Reddy wrote on
X: "The horrific road accident
that occurred in Chevella Man-
dal of Ranga Reddy District has
caused profound shock. The vi-
suals of the accident have been
heart-wrenching."

"l express my deepest condo-
lences to the families of the de-
ceased. The government will sup-
port their families in every possible
way and stand hy them. We are
taking war-footing measures to
provide better medical assistance
to the injured. I have spoken with
the State Chief Secretary and the
State DGP on this matter. I have in-
structed that the injured be shifted
to Hyderabad for better medical
treatment," he added.

"I have directed the Collector,
local MLAs, and Transport Min-
ister Sri Ponnam Prabhakar to
visit the accident site and oversee
relief measures," he wrote on X.

The chief minister also asked
some ministers to rush to the ac-
cident site and instructed officials
to move the injured to Hyderabad
for advanced treatment.

MESSI along with ARGENTINA team to play in Kerala in Mar 2026

MI News Service, Kochi:
Kerala Sports Minister V Ab-
durahiman said the Argentina
football team led by star player
Lionel Messi will play a match
in the state in March next year.

He was speaking at a func-
tion related to the Kerala gov-
ernment's Sports Vision 2031
event here.

"Two days ago, we received
amail from the Argentina team
confirming that they will come
in March. They also mentioned
that an official announcement
will be made soon," he said.

He said all preparatory
works have been completed for
the team's visit.

Abdurahiman added that the
government had earlier intend-
ed to host the south American

team at the Jawaharlal Nehru
International Stadium in Kochi
this month.

"Even though we expected
to complete the facilities at the
stadium in Kochi, due to some
inconvenience, the work could
not be finished on time. As the
stadium approval was not re-
ceived, we could not host the
match," he said.

The minister said changes
in the schedule of internation-
al matches are common and
should not be seen as anyone's
victory or defeat.

"We tried to bring such a
major foothall event to Kerala,
and that attempt itself is com-
mendable," he said.

As part of promoting the
sports economy, the govern-

J&K: LG dismisses 2 govt employees
over alleged terror links

MI News Service, Srinagar:
Lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha
terminated two more govern-
ment employees in the middle of
the Assembly session, the action
serving as yet another reminder
that Raj Bhavan remains firmly
in charge in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The two employees were fired
for their alleged involvement in
terror-related activities under
Article 311, which empowers the
LG’s administration to dismiss
employees without an inquiry.

Dozens of employees have
been terminated by the LG’s ad-
ministration since 2019, the year
Jammu and Kashmir’s special
status under Article 370 was
scrapped. The return of an elect-
ed government had raised hopes
that such draconian practices
would end.

But not much seems to have
changed after the Omar Abdullah
government came to power. The
elected government has no say
in law and order issues, and LG
Sinha has not extended the chief
minister the courtesy of consulta-
tion on such subjects.

The LG’'s administration this
time did not even wait for the
brief Assembly session under-
way in Srinagar to end.

The terminated employees
are Ghulam Hussain, a teach-
er in the education depart-
ment, and Majid Igbal Dar, a
teacher and former lab assis-
tant. They are from the Reasi
and Rajouri districts of Jam-
mu, respectively.

The terminations were
made under two separate or-
ders, but no specific charges
were cited except that it was
expedient not to hold an in-

quiry for their termination in
“the interest of the security of
the state”.

Officials informally claimed
Hussain was an overground
worker for the Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba (LeT) and had links with
militants. He is also accused
of facilitating recruitments
and fundings in Reasi.

Dar was allegedly engaged
in narco-terrorism, radical-
isation of youth, and “terror
financing through drug mon-
ey”, “IED plots” in Rajouri
and “continued subversive
activities even during deten-
tion”.

Omar told reporters in
Handwara: “I have always
said, and I repeat it again
today. The termination pro-
cess, everybody should get an
opportunity to defend them-
selves. The process under
which employees are termi-
nated gives them no opportu-
nity for that. Most of the times
they return to their jobs with
the intervention of courts.”

“It is better to use courts.
Those who are really guilty
should be punished. But those
who are terminated on mere
suspicion, I think it is harmful
for all of us.”

PDP legislator Waheed Para
raised the issue in the Assem-
bly and regretted that the
terminations took place while
the House was in session. He
said such sackings had creat-
ed fear among the employees.

PDP president and former
chief minister ~Mehbooba
Mufti said the dismissal had
fueled concerns of a “wider
agenda to disempower Mus-
lims, especially Kashmiris”.

Framing of charges: SC to issue national guidelines

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Supreme Court decided to
lay down pan-India guidelines for
trial courts to mandatorily frame
charges within a stipulated time
to prevent undue harassment
and incarceration of the accused
persons.

A bench of Justices Aravind
Kumar and N.V. Anjaria sought
the assistance of attorney-gen-
eral R. Venkataramani in laying
down the guidelines and appoint-
ed criminal lawyer Siddharth Lu-
thra as amicus curiae.

“We have noticed, time and

again, the charges are not heing
framed even months and years
after the filing of the charge
sheet. This is one of the primary
reasons for the

trial getting delayed,” the top
court said.

“Unless and until the charges
are framed in a criminal case, the
trial cannot commence. As such,
this situation seems to be prev-
alent in most of the courts and
we are of the considered opinion
that certain directions need to be
issued pan-India in this regard,”
it added.

ment has decided to host sev-
eral international sports events
in the state, he added.

"Football and cricket have
now become part of a large
sports economy that provides
employment to lakhs. So why
should we hesitate to be part
of it. We have decided to en-
gage actively in this sector,"
Abdurahiman said.

Earlier, the Sports Depart-
ment and the sponsor had
announced that the Argenti-
na team would play against a
top international side in Kochi
this month.

However, the Argentina
team later announced its in-
ternational friendlies for No-
vember, with no match sched-
uled in Kochi.

BAGNAN-I PANCHAYAT SAMITY

NIET NO : WB/HZP/BAG-I/NIET-17/2025-26 Dated : 03.11.2025

Mancha.

Omar govt biased against
Hindus & nationalists,
says BJP MLA

MI News Service, Srinagar:
A BJP legislator said the Omar
Abdullah government was ne-
glecting her constituency for
being “Hindu and nationalist”,
fuelling an uproar in the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Assembly.
Speaking during Zero Hour,
Kishtwar MLA Shagun Parihar
accused the government of ig-
noring her constituency's devel-
opment.

“Seventy per cent of the pop-
ulation in Kishtwar still lives in
hilly areas. Even the benefits of
central schemes are not reach-
ing these people. Roads are in
deplorable condition. The area
is heing deliberately neglected
for being Hindu and Rashtrawa-
di (nationalist),” she said.

The remarks were bitterly
contested by legislators, in-
cluding minister Javid Dar and
deputy chief minister Surinder
Choudhary.

“The BJP legislator should
refrain from making such divi-
sive statements,” Dar said.

Choudhary said nationalism
was not the forte of any partic-
ular community. “Not just Hin-
dus, Muslims and Sikhs are also
nationalists. Everyone is work-
ing for the betterment of the na-
tion,” he said, urging Parihar's
remarks to be expunged.

Parihar defended her re-
marks and claimed that PDP

Bankra-1 Gram Panchayat

Bankra, Domjur, Howrah

Notice Inviting e-Tender
Encrypted electronic bids are hereby invited
by the Pradhan on behalf of Bankra-1 Gram
Panchayat, Domjur, Howrah from eligible
bonafied contractors/agencies/bidders vide
NIT reference/memo no. 218/BGP-I,
219/BGP-I and 220/BGP-I; Dated:
30.10.2025 at the jurisdiction area of
Bankra-l Gram Panchayat within Domjur
Block, Howrah, W.B. Last date for the online
receipt of Tender is 21/11/2025 at 10:00 Hrs
for NIT NO-218 and 219 and 22/11/2025 at
10:00 Hrs for NIT NO-220 respectively.
E&etailﬁ \g[ill ge available at the website
ps://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/- Prodhan

Bankra-| Gram Panchayat
Domjur, Howrah
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legislators also accused Hindus
of following a “divide and rule
policy”, but nobody objected to
them.

Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather
called for restraint and remind-
ed the BJP lawmaker to main-
tain the decorum of the House.
“You are a first-time MLA.
Words should be used with care
and intelligence,” he said. “You
have to achieve big goals, and
for that, focus on hard work and
constructive discussion.”

Parihar’s remarks mask an
irony. Kishtwar is part of the
Muslim-majority Chenab Valley,
but out of its eight MLAs, six are
Hindus. In Kishtwar district,
too, Muslims constitute 57 per
cent of the population, but all
three MLAs are Hindus.

BEGRI GRAM PANCHAYAT

BEGRL P.S.- DOMJUR, DIST. HOWRAH

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE
Electronic tenders are hereby invited by the,
Pradhan, Begri Gram Panchayat, Domjur,

Howrah for the following works under
AMADER PARA AMDER SAMADHAN
(APAS) Schemes given below for the bonafied
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experienced contractors having 60%

credential.

NIT NO-450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 455, 456,
457, 431, 432, 433, 435, 436, 437, 438,
/BGP/Enit-57 TO 64/2025 DATE- 17/10/2025.
Documents download start date (online)-
29.10.2025 10 A.M, Bid Submmision Last
date (online)-17.11.2025 4 PM
For further details see whtenders.gov.in & the,
notice board of Begri Gram Panchayat.
Sd/- Prodhan

Begri Gram Panchayat

wbtenders.gov.in portal.

A e-Tenders is floated for development works within Bagnan-I
Panchayat Samity jurisdiction. Details are available in https://

Sd/-

DECLARATION

| SUSAMA LEPCHA (Aadhaar No.9817
7829  8705)PAN:ACYPL4371R, EPIC
No. DWK1882497 daughter of late
Narshing Lepcha resently resident at
25/2T, Rowland Road, PO: Rajpat Rai
Sarani,P.S: Ballygunge, Kol:700020, West
Bengal do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare  that i have changed my
religion from being Buddhist to Muslim
Religion. By an affidavit before the Notary
public, Govt West Bengal Alipore Court
on 07.10.2025 that my former name
SUSAMA  LEPCHA  daughter late
Narshing Lepcha and new name KNIZ
FATIMA daughter late Narshing Lepcha is
the same and one identical person and |
undertake to use my new name KANIZ
FATIMA in all future records and correspondense.

Executive Officer

Bagnan-l Panchayat Samity
Bagnan, Howrah

Army Recruiting Office Staff.

RECRUITMENT RALLY FOR AGNIVEER

(GD, TECH, OA/ SKT, TDN 10™ AND TDN &
FROM 12 T0 18 NOVEMBER 2025 AT BARRACKPORE CANTONMENT

Recruitment Rally for Agniveer (GD, Tech, OA/ SKT. Tdn 10 and Tdn 8 Pass) is being
conducted for candidates who have passed the Online CEE for four districts i.e North
24 Parganas, Hooghly. Bankura and Purulia of WB. Successful candidates of Online|
CEE who were in merit have been called up for the Physical Fitness Test and Medical
Examination at Barrackpore Cantonment. Admit Cards have already been sent to
their registered email IDs. Candidates can alsologin to www.joinindianarmy.nic.in to|
download the admit card. Candidates are advised not to handover their original
documents to anyone during recruitment process to avoid falling prey to
touts/Agents nefarious activities. Any such incident to be reported to local police and

TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender for construction of 9 nos Roads
under the jurisdiction of Basanti Block have
been invited by the undersigned. Details of
which as noted below:
Bid Submission Date: 03.11.2025
Bid Closing Date: 22.11.2025
Details can be collected from the website
http://wbtenders.gov.in& office Notice Board.
Sd/-
Executive Officer
Basanti Pachayat Samity
South 24 Parganas

Office of the Concillors of Haringhata Municipality

Subarnapur, Haringhata, Nadia.
Notice Inviting e-Tender

www.wbtenders.gov.in

Chairman, Haringhata Municipality invites e-Tender No.-
WBMAD/ULB/HM/NIT-29e/2025-26, Memo. No-
2103/HM/2025 Dated: 03/11/2025. Tender Id:
2025_MAD_937373_1, Date of Publishing-03/11/2025. Bid
Submission Closing Date-24/11/2025. For details please visit-

Sd/-
CHAIRMAN
HARINGHATA MUNICIPALITY

OFFICE OF THE COUNCILLORS OF
TAHERPUR NOTIFIED AREA AUTHORITY
E-Tender Notice

Online tenders are invited by the Chairman, Taherpu]
[Notified Area Authority for Greenspace Development off
Taherpur Jyoti Basu Amusement Park & Picnic Garden af
Ward No. 04 under Taherpur Notified Area Authority under]
[AMRUT 2.0. Scheme. (I)Tender referance No--
WBMAD/ULB/TNAA/NIT-11612025-26, Ref. memo no,
5732025-26/TNAA, dated:- 30/10/2025. Bid submission
started on 30/10/2025 from 18:00 hrs, Bid submission will)
be ended on 187112025 wpto 1:10 hus. For detal
information  please  go to  ¢-fendering  portal
www.whtenders.gov.in. Comigendum’ Addendum will be
nuhlished in wehsite onlv

Sd/- Chairman. Taherpur N. A, A

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd. 4/10, Mythree Tower, Bommanhalli Hosur

dI1ciICI Bank

Main Road Bangalore- 560068

The following borrower(s) has/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan
facility(ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Non-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served and are
therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

Good Earth Orchards
Kengeri Bangalore-
560060/
LBBNG00002054868

Sr. | Name of the Borrower/ Co- Description of Secured Date of Notice sent/| NPA
No.| Borrower/ Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced Outstanding as on| Date
Account Number) & Address| Date of Notice
1. | Amit Ray/ Arunima Schedule A [Description of the Schedule A Property] All 16.09.2025/ |09/07/
Choudhury/ No 08 that piece and parcel of the immovable property being Rs. 2025

undeveloped converted land bearing survey No. 1/3, 1/4
and 1/5 having BBMP Katha No. 4047, situated at
Kasavanahalli village, Varthur Hobli, Bangalore East
Taluk admeasuring 1 (one) acre 36 (thirty six) guntas
and bounded on the: East by : Road West by : Private
Property; North by : Munireddy Shyamanna Reddy
Marappa's Property South by : Private Property. The
Schedule A Property is converted to non agricultural
residential purposes vide official memorandum bearing
No. ALN (EEVH) SR 672/2007-08 dated 17/12/2008,
Issued by the Special Deputy Commissioner, Bangalore
City, Bangalore. Schedule B An undivided share, right,
title and interest in the Schedule 'A' Property i.e.,
equivalent to 535.33 Sq. Ft. Schedule C [Description of
the Apartment (Schedule C Property) to be constructed]
A residential apartment bearing No. A-413, Block- A to
be constructed corresponding to Schedule B Property
having a super built-up area of 1175 sq. ft. in the Fourth
floor, along with 1 (One) covered car parking in the
basement in the project known as "Lotus Palace" being
constructed on the Schedule A Property.

21,10,325.00/-

Date: November 04, 2025
Qlace: Kolkata

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s and/or guarantor/s (as
applicable) isfare advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Notice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Sincerely Authorised Officer,
For ICICI Bank Ltd. ~_/
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Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Andhra see ohesity more
among women than men: Economic Survey

Delhi : Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh have higher proportion of
women with obesity compared to
men, according to a shocking rev-
elation in the Economic Survey
tabled in the Parliament on
Monday. In the National Capital
Territory (Delhi), 41.3 per cent of
women are obese compared to 38
per cent for men, said the survey,
citing National Family Health
Survey (NFHS). In Tamil Nadu, it
is 40.4 per cent for women while
37 per cent men are obese. In
Andhra Pradesh, 36.3 per cent of
women are obese as against 31.1
per cent for men.

Tabled by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, the
survey said, "Combined with an
ageing population in some states,
obesity presents a concerning sit-
uation. Preventive measures must
be taken to enable citizens to have
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a healthier lifestyle." The survey
added that obesity is higher in
cities than in rural areas, affecting
29.8 per cent men in urban local-

ities compared to 19.3 per cent of
men in villages. Unhealthy diets
contribute to 54 per cent of total
disease burden in India, said the

survey, sparking worries about
increased  consumption  of
processed food items, reduced
physical activity and limited
access to diverse foods.

The survey warned that pre-
ventive measures must be taken
to enable citizens to have a
healthier lifestyle. In order to reap
the gains of the country's demo-
graphic dividend, it is critical that
Indian population's health param-
eters transition towards a bal-
anced and diverse diet, said the
document. The adult obesity rate
in the country has more than
tripled while the rise among chil-
dren is the steepest in the world,
after Vietnam and Namibia, said
the survey, citing a World Obesity
Federation report. The Economic
Survey was tabled a day ahead of
the presentation of the Union
Budget 2024.

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS
EMPHASISES ACCESS ISSUES

MASSACHUSETTS [US]
According to the American
Psychological Association's 2023
Practitioner Pulse Survey, the
ongoing mental health crisis is
posing substantial obstacles for
many psychologists as they deal
with increased demand from
patients coming with increasingly
severe symptoms year after year.

The survey, which was com-
pleted by 561 licenced practising
psychologists between August 30
and September 29, 2023, discov-
ered that not only did more than
half of psychologists (52 per cent)
report an increase in the severity
of symptoms among their patients,
but 41 per cent reported an
increase in the number of sessions
spent treating each patient, which
may limit their capacity to accept
new patients.

Similarly, more than half (56
per cent) said that they had no
openings for new patients. And
more than two-thirds (69 per cent)
of psychologists who maintained a
waitlist said that the average wait
was up to three months for a first
appointment, while 31 per cent
said average wait times were
longer than three months.
Psychologists reported increasing
demand for treatment of certain
mental health conditions, includ-
ing anxiety disorders (68 per cent)
and trauma- and stressor-related
disorders (50 per cent), among
those who treat those disorders.

"As the mental health crisis
continues, psychologists are under

pressure," said APA CEO Arthur C.
Evans Jr., PhD. "These findings
underscore the sustained demand
for care, led by increased severity
of symptoms and extended treat-
ment courses, compounded by
increases year after year. This
paints a clear picture of psycholo-
gists operating at the brink of their

providers, with 59 pre cent saying
they do so frequently or very fre-
quently. Collaborating providers
included psychiatrists (76 per cent
of psychologists said they worked
with them, with 38per cent doing
so frequently); other physicians
(45 per cent, with 17 per cent
doing so frequently); occupational

capacity. To better meet demand,
it is essential that we develop com-
prehensive public health strate-
gies that reach people throughout
their lifespan and robustly address
behavioral health alongside physi-
cal health."

The survey found that the psy-
chologist workforce is already
adapting to meet the changing
needs of the population -- for
example, as part of integrated
care teams or in medical settings.
More than 4 in 5 psychologists (86
per cent) said they have worked
alongside other health care

therapists (30 per cent, with 6 per
cent doing so frequently); physi-
cian assistants (41 per cent, with
11per cent doing so frequently);
community health workers (30 per
cent, with 4 per cent doing so fre-
quently); and speech language
pathologists (28per cent, with 5per
cent frequent collaborators).
Alongside mental health concerns,
psychologists reported treating
patients with physical conditions,
including 50per cent treating
patients with chronic pain, 42per
cent treating obesity or weight
conditions, 27per cent some symp-

Researchers shed light on how to
restore IIEWE cells after injury

LA JOLLA (CALIFORNIA) : More
than 3 million people in the United
States suffer from peripheral neu-
ropathy each year, a condition in
which nerves outside of the brain
and spinal cord are destroyed,
resulting in pain and loss of feel-
ing in the affected areas.

Peripheral neuropathy can be
caused by diabetes, trauma,
genetically inherited disease,
infection, and other reasons.

Salk researchers identified a
way to repair destroyed nerves in
mice during peripheral neuropa-
thy. They discovered that the pro-
tein Mitf aids in the activation of
the repair function of the nervous
system's specialist Schwann cells.

The findings, which will be
published in Cell Reports, may
inspire new therapeutics to
increase repair function and heal
peripheral neuropathy.

"We wanted to know what
mechanisms control damage
response in peripheral nerves
under varying conditions--like
acute trauma, genetic disorders,
or degenerative diseases," says
senior author Professor Samuel
Pfaff. "We found that Schwann
cells, which are special cells in
nerves that protect and support

neurons' axons, enter their repair
state because of a pathway medi-
ated by the protein Mitf."

The peripheral nervous system
is made up of all the nerves that
branch out from the brain and
spinal cord to give us sensation
throughout our bodies. There are
many cell types in peripheral
nerves, but Pfaff and his team
focus on understanding neurons,
which  transmit information
throughout the nervous system,
and Schwann cells, which protect
healthy neurons and repair dam-
aged ones.

The peripheral nervous sys-
tem's ability to repair damage is
remarkable considering that the
central nervous system--made up
of the brain and spinal cord--is
not able to repair damage. Yet, the
mechanisms that orchestrate this
feat have remained poorly under-
stood.

To unravel how Schwann cells
differentiate to begin repairing
peripheral nerve damage, the
researchers looked at mouse
models of Charcot Marie Tooth
disease (CMT), a type of heredi-
tary neuropathy.

"Going into this project, I
thought that when you have a

genetic nerve degeneration disor-
der, cells are dying and recovery
isn't possible," says first author
Lydia Daboussi, a former postdoc-
toral researcher in Pfaff's lab and
current assistant professor at UC
Los Angeles. "But our findings
show that there are gene pro-
grams turned on by Mitf that
repair some of the damage done
in those chronic disease scenar-
ios, and when you turn those pro-
grams off, disease symptoms get
worse."

In mice with CMT, the
researchers noticed that the
Schwann cells completing the
repairs had high levels of Mitf in
their nuclei--where the genetic
instructions for how to be a
Schwann cell and how to conduct
repairs are stored.

Upon investigation of this rela-
tionship between Mitf and
Schwann cells, they found that
Mitf was in the cytoplasm of
Schwann cells until sensing neu-
ronal damage. Damage then
prompted Mitf to relocate from
the cytoplasm of the cell to the
nucleus, where it would direct the
Schwann cell to make repairs.

To validate the importance of
Mitf in creating repair Schwann
cells, the researchers removed
Mitf altogether. In cases of both
trauma and CMT, nerve repair
was arrested in the absence of
Mitf--demonstrating that Mitf is
required for peripheral nerve
repair and regeneration.

According to Daboussi, Mitf
acts like a fire extinguisher.
Always there, sitting in the
Schwann cell, unnoticed until
damage occurs. And when that
damage occurs, Mitf is ready to go
and immediately turns on the
cell's repair functions.

Most surprising, noted Pfaff,
was that Mitf was orchestrating
these repairs during a chronic dis-
ease like CMT.

toms of cancer, and 25per cent
high blood pressure.

"Integrated care, where psy-
chologists work on health care
teams with other providers, is one
way that we can expand access to
care, prioritize preventive care
and find ways to better meet the
biological, psychological and social
needs of the patients," said Evans.
"We must also support and
expand the mental health work-
force, foster innovation and tech-
nology, and support psychologists
in extending their reach in the
communities in which they live
and work."

Psychologists have shown
themselves to be adaptable,
changing their work habits during
the pandemic to include fully
remote or hybrid practices. Only
21 per cent are now offering fully
remote practices (down from a
peak of 64 per cent in 2020),
according to the poll, yet more
than two-thirds (67per cent) are
now working in hybrid practices
seeing some patients in person
and others remotely.

More than one-third (36per
cent) of psychologists reported
experiencing burnout and 1 in 5
psychologists (21per cent) said
that they were planning to reduce
their practice hours in the next 12
months. Yet nearly three-quarters
(73per cent) said that they were
able to practice self-care and
nearly two-thirds (63per cent) said
that they were able to maintain a
positive work-life balance.

Research shows diet has significant
impact on risk of Alzheimer's disease

CALIFORNIA [US] : In a detailed
study published in the Journal of
Alzheimer's Disease, Diet's Role
in Modifying risk of Alzheimer's
Disease: History and Present
Understanding, we can finally dis-
cover which diets are useful in
lowering the chance of getting
Alzheimer's disease. The impor-
tance of nutrition in reducing the
risk of Alzheimer's disease is well
examined. Plant-based diets, such
as the Mediterranean diet and
traditional cuisines in China,
Japan, and India, have been
demonstrated to minimise risk,
particularly when compared to
the Western diet.

Alzheimer's disease rates rise
in these countries as they make
the nutrition transition to the
Western diet. This study identifies
dementia risk factors including
higher consumption of saturated
fats, meat, especially red meat
such as hamburgers and bar-
beque as well as processed meats
such as hot dogs, and ultra
processed foods high in sugar and
refined grains.

This review also lets us know
why certain foods increase or
reduce risk of Alzheimer's dis-
ease. For example, meat raised
risk of dementia the most by
increasing risk factors such as
inflammation, insulin resistance,
oxidative stress, saturated fat,
advanced glycation end products,
and trimethylamine N-oxide. This
study also outlines several foods
that are protective against
Alzheimer's disease, such as
green leafy vegetables, colorful
fruits and vegetables, legumes
(like beans), nuts, omega-3 fatty
acids, and whole grains.

Ultra processed foods can

increase the risk of obesity and

diabetes, themselves risk factors
for Alzheimer's disease. Ultra
processed foods often lack the
very ingredients found in whole
plant foods that keep dementia
away, such as anti-inflammatory
components and antioxidants.
Poverty is an important driver
of Alzheimer's disease in the US
since ultra processed foods and
meat are cheaper sources of ener-
gy than fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and other more nutritious
foods, thus promoting obesity.
The paper also suggests that
Alzheimer's disease rates in the
US are projected to increase by
50% from 2018 levels by 2038.
This calculation is based on
comparing trends of obesity in
the US with Alzheimer's disease
trends. This comparison shows
a 20-year lag between obesity
rates and Alzheimer's disease
rates. This estimate is very close
to the estimate published by the
Alzheimer's  Association in
2018, an estimate of a 56%
increase. Qur estimate suggests
that the rising trend of obesity,
due to consumption of meat and
ultra processed foods, is the
force driving dementia.
Although our personal risk of

Alzheimer‘s disease can be
reduced with diet, it is expected
that those who continue to eat
the Western diet will continue to
have a higher risk.

"Grant and Blake compre-
hensively review and synthesize
the role of dietary factors in
Alzheimer's disease. Evidence
from diverse perspectives sup-
port that a diet that emphasizes
fruits, vegetables, legumes,
nuts, whole grains, and...de-
emphasizes meat, especially red
meat, saturated fats, and ultra-
processed foods is associated
with lower risk of Alzheimer's
disease. Physical inactivity and
obesity also contribute to higher
risk. In addition, the dietary and
lifestyle patterns associated with
higher risk of Alzheimer's dis-
ease are known to affect the con-
stellation ~ of = mechanisms
believed to increase risk, includ-
ing inflammation, insulin resist-
ance and oxidative stress, among
others. Grant and Blake make a
strong case that, while further
research is needed to better under-
stand the mechanisms, diet and
lifestyle factors linked to diabetes,
cardiovascular disease and some
cancers are likely to influence risk
of Alzheimer's disease."

Early life antibiotic might
increases risk of asthma: Study

SELANGOR, MALAYSIA : Early
exposure to antibiotics might
increase long-term vulnerability
to asthma. Importantly, the study
team discovered a chemical gen-
erated by gut bacteria that might
possibly be used in the future as a
simple therapy, in the form of a
food supplement, to prevent asth-
ma in children, according to
recent study from Monash
University.

Asthma affects around 260
million people worldwide, result-
ing in approximately 455,000
deaths each year.

Professor Ben Marsland's
study, published today (TBC) in
the journal Immunity, identified a
molecule called IPA as critical for
long-term asthma prevention.

Importantly the finding of the

molecule produced by bacteria in
a healthy gut provides an expla-
nation as to why the recurrent use
of antibiotics increases the risk of
asthma, according to Professor
Marsland. "We know that recur-
rent use of antibiotics early in life
disrupts a person's healthy gut
microbiota and increases the risk
of allergies and asthma. We have
discovered that a consequence of
antibiotic treatment is the deple-
tion of bacteria that produce IPA,
thus reducing a key molecule that
has the potential to prevent asth-
ma," he said.

The first years of life are
important in developing a stable
gut microbiota, according to
Professor Marsland. "It is shaped
first by food intake - both milk
and solid foods - as well as genet-

ics, and environmental exposures.
Infants at high risk of allergies
and asthma have been shown to
have a disrupted and delayed
maturation of the gut microbio-
me," he said. The use of antibi-
otics in the first year of life can
have the unintentional effect of
reducing bacteria which promote
health, and we now know from
this research that antibiotics lead
to reduced IPA, which we have
found is critical early in life as our
lung cells mature, making it a
candidate for early life prevention
of allergic airway inflammation. "

Working in mice predisposed
to develop asthma, the research
team found that - when given
antibiotics in early life - the mice
were more susceptible to house-
dust mite-induced allergic.

Researchers reveals ways of preventing
cancer cells from colonlzlng llver

ZURICH [SWITZERLAND] : Nine
times out of ten, metastasis is the
cause of cancer deaths. This is the
point when the primary tumour
has sent out cells, like seeds, and
invaded other organs of the body.
Despite significant advancements
in the treatment of primary
tumours, medicine remains main-
ly powerless against metastases.
As of right now, there are no
drugs that stop this process.

Researchers from the
Department of Biosystems Science
and Engineering at ETH Zurich in
Basel, under the direction of
Andreas Moor, have now pub-
lished findings in the journal
Nature that demonstrate how col-
orectal cancer cells colonise the
liver. Their research will aid in the
creation of therapies that might
impede the spread of disease.

Cancer is said to metastasise
when cells from the primary
tumour break off and travel via
the circulatory system to other
parts of the body. "Colorectal can-
cer metastasises to the liver
because of how our blood flows,"
Moor says. Blood is first enriched
with nutrients in the intestines
before it goes to the liver, which
metabolises the nutrients. For col-
orectal cancer cells, the liver is
the last stop. "They get caught in
the liver's capillary network,"
Moor says.

Costanza Borrelli, a doctoral
student, and other members of
Moor's team have now shown that
the liver cells also play a large role
in whether or not the cancer cells
lodged there can colonise their
new location. Science has known
for over a century that, much like
plant seeds in soil, cancer cells are
dependent on their environment,
yet it was previously unknown
which molecular mechanisms
play a role here.

Using sophisticated tests on

genetically modified mice, Moor
and his team have discovered that
the secret lies in certain proteins
on the cell surface. When liver
cells have a protein called Plexin-
B2 and the colorectal cancer cells
possess certain proteins from the
semaphorin family, the colorectal
cancer cells can attach themselves
to the liver cells.

Cancer cells that have sema-
phorins on their surface are espe-
cially dangerous, as attested by
clinical studies cited by Moor's
researchers in their paper. The
study data shows that colorectal
cancer metastasises earlier and
more frequently to the liver if the
tumour has large amounts of sem-
aphorin. Plexin and its counter-

'L

part semaphorin were previously
known to the research communi-
ty for their function in the nerv-
ous system, where the two pro-
teins steer growing nerve cells
and ensure they form the right
pathways. "Why liver cells also
create plexin and what this pro-
tein does in healthy livers is any-
thing but clear - and interests us
immensely," Moor says. In other
words, the question of its func-
tion remains open.

What Moor and his team have
discovered, however, is that direct
contact between plexin and sema-
phorin triggers fundamental
changes in colorectal cancer cells.
To break off from the primary
tumour, the cancer cells have to

change their identity: they free
themselves from the surface layer
of the intestine, or epithelium,
severing their close connections to
neighbouring cells.

Once in the bloodstream, the
cancer cells resemble those from
connective tissue called mes-
enchyme. Yet once they find their
new niche - thanks to the plexin
on some liver cells - the cancer
cells turn back into their seden-
tary form. "An epithelisation
process takes place," the
researchers wrote in their paper.
Moor expands: "You can spot this
immediately if you look at the can-
cer cells, as they form invagina-
tions similar to the folds or crypts
in the intestines."

The researchers' discovery will
have an impact on more than col-
orectal cancer patients: further
tests have shown that plexin also
encourages the formation of
metastases in melanoma and pan-
creatic cancer. For Moor and his
team, this throws up many new
research questions. One in partic-
ular is drawing their focus: when
cancer cells cluster together to
form a tumour, they also influence
cells in their environment.
"Cancer cells set up their own
ecosystem," Moor explains.

If efforts to inhibit the crucial
interaction between plexin and
semaphorin succeed, it may be
possible to prevent the cancer
from establishing new tumours in
the first place. That's because
early on, when the relationships
among the cells in this ecosystem
have not yet been firmly estab-
lished, tumour metastases are
especially  vulnerable, Moor
explains. He appears confident
that an answer lies within this
"critical period of time in the
development of metastases", even
though the path to any potential
treatment is still long.
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Khurda Road Division Implements
“RailOne” - Your Smart Travel Companion

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: In line with the
vision of Digital India and to en-
hance passenger convenience
through modern technology,
Khurda Road Division of East
Coast Railway has implemented
the RailOne Mobile Application,
an official App developed by In-
dian Railways.

The App brings multiple
Railway Services under a Sin-
gle Digital Platform, offering
passengers a seamless experi-
ence — from Ticket Booking to
Grievance Redressal — Ensur-
ing Comfort, Convenience and
Connectivity in every journey.

One App for All Railway
Needs

RailOne has been designed
with the philosophy of “One App
for All Railway Needs,” serving
as a comprehensive solution
for passengers’ travel require-
ments. It enables users to:

\ Book Reserved, Unreserved,
Platform and Season Tickets
with ease.

\ Check PNR Status, live Train
Tracking and Coach Position in-
stantly.

| Avail in-train services such
as e-Catering for comfortable
travel.

\ Lodge complaints and man-
age refunds directly through
Rail Madad.

V Enjoy 3% discount on un-
reserved tickets purchased via
R-Wallet.

Additional Passenger-Friend-

EAST COAST RAILWAY
KHURDA ROAD DIVISION

—\)RailOne

ALL-IN-ONE APP BY
INDIAN RAILWAYS

ly Features

The app also offers:

| Simple Grievance Redressal
for quick solutions.

J Porter booking and last-
mile taxi service for complete
travel assistance.

{ Search Train, Plan Journey
and Track Progress — all in one
place.

How to Install RailOne

01. Open Google Play Store on
your Android mobile.

02. Search for “RailOne” and
install the App.

03. Register as a new user us-
ing your mobile number.

04. Fill in your details, set us-
ername and password.

05. Log in to explore all fea-
tures — from Journey Planner to
Live Train Tracking.

Passenger Awareness Drive
by Khurda Road Division

To ensure maximum out-
reach, Khurda Road Division
has launched a Passenger
Awareness Drive on RailOne
App at Khurda Road Station, as

well as at Bhubaneswar, Cuttack
and Puri Stations.

The campaign aims to edu-
cate passengers on the App’s
benefits and promote its use for
a Faster, Smarter and more effi-
cient travel experience.

Similar ~ awareness  pro-
grammes will be conducted at
other major stations under the
Division in the coming days.

RailOne - Bridging Technolo-
gy with Travel

With RailOne, East Coast
Railway continues to move for-
ward on its mission of progress
and passenger satisfaction. The
initiative reflects the commit-
ment of Khurda Road Division
towards leveraging digital plat-
forms for enhanced service de-
livery, transparency and passen-
ger comfort.

On instruction of Division-
al Railway Manager Shri Alok
Tripathi, Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager of Khurda
Road Division Shri Anil Kumar S
engaged Commercial Superviso-
ry staff to speed up the Aware-
ness Drive for the knowledge
and information of Passengers
for their easy access without
hurdles at Booking Counters,
SAHYOG (Inquiry) Counters or
at other Railway establishments.

The customers can use
Railone App with the existing
credentials for booking Re-
served and unreserved tickets
through IRCTC Next Gen appli-
cation and UTS-on- Mobile.

Malda Division Observes Rastriya Ekta Diwas in

Honor of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s Birth Anniversary

MI News Service, Malda: Mal-

da Division of Eastern Railway
today observed Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas (National Unity Day) to
commemorate the 150th Birth
Anniversary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, the Iron Man of In-
dia, whose visionary leadership
and unwavering dedication uni-
fied the nation.

At Malda Town Railway
Station, Shri Manish Kumar
Gupta, Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Malda, administered the
National Unity Pledge to all
officers and staff and offered
floral tributes to the portrait
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
recently . Through this pledge,
all employees reaffirmed their
commitment to uphold the uni-
ty, integrity, and national inte-
gration of the country.

Following the pledge, a “Run
for Unity” was organised from
Malda Town Railway Station to
Lakshan Sen Outdoor Stadium
under the leadership of DRM/
Malda Shri Manish Kumar Gup-

ta.

All Senior Branch Officers,
members of the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF), Bharat
Scouts and Guides (Malda), and
railway employees from various
departments actively partici-
pated in the event with great
enthusiasm. The participants
carried banners and raised slo-
gans promoting the message of
“Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat,”
reflecting the spirit of unity and
harmony envisioned by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

Similarly At Diesel Shed, Ja-
malpur, the birth anniversary of

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was
observed with solemnity and
patriotic fervour. Sr. DME/Die-
sel led the officers, supervisors,
and staff in taking the National
Unity Pledge and offering floral
tributes to the portrait of the
Iron Man of India.*

Following the pledge, a “Run
for Unity” was organised in and
around the Diesel Shed prem-
ises, in which officers and staff
participated  enthusiastically,
spreading the message of “Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” and
reaffirming their commitment
to national unity and integrity.

RPF of Eastern Railway Conducts
Awareness Drive to Prevent

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Railway Protection Force
(RPF) of Jamtara Post of East-
ern Railway, conducted a spe-
cial vigilance and awareness
drive on 02.11.2025 to sensi-
tize local villagers and cattle
owners about the dangers and
consequences of Cattle Run
Over (CRO) incidents.

Cattle Run Over cases not
only cause harm to animals but
also seriously affect railway
traffic punctuality and safety.
The RPF team interacted with
residents near railway tracks,
advising them to refrain from
allowing their cattle to stray
onto or near the railway prem-
ises. They were also informed

about the legal provisions un-
der the Railway Act, 1989,
which empower the RPF to
take strict action against cattle
owners or herders for negli-
gence leading to obstruction or
damage to railway property.

Through this initiative,
RPF Asansol Division aims to
strengthen community partic-
ipation in ensuring safer rail-
way operations. The Railway
Protection Force of Eastern
Railway remains steadfast in
its commitment to safeguard-
ing railway property and en-
suring smooth train movement
through continued vigilance
and proactive community po-
licing programmes.

Ministry of Railways Actively
Participates in Month-Long
Special Campaign 5.0;

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Ministry of Rail-
ways actively participated in
the month-long Special Cam-
paign 5.0 launched by the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grievanc-
es (DARPG) from 2nd October
to 31st October 2025, focus-
ing on Swachhatta, disposal
of pending matters, and effec-
tive records management. The
campaign was implemented
across all Zonal Railways and
Production Units under the
close monitoring and guidance
of the Railway Board.

The performance of the Min-
istry of Railways under Special
Campaign 5.0 has surpassed
the achievements recorded
during Special Campaign 4.0.

During the campaign peri-
od, the Ministry of Railways
conducted 84,184 cleanliness
campaigns across stations,
offices and work premises.
Special emphasis was given to
scrap disposal in offices and
workplaces which resulted
in freeing up of 6.06 lakh sq.
feet of space and generating
remarkable revenue of Rs. 570
Crore.

Under the dynamic leader-

ship of the Railway Board, the
Ministry achieved 100% of the
identified targets pertaining to
the disposal of public grievanc-
es, VIP references, and other
pending matters. A total of
99,968 files were reviewed for
weeding out and recording, out
of which 59,248 physical files
and 7,482 e-files were weeded
or closed.

To raise public awareness,
citizen-centric initiatives in the
form of 'Amrit Samvad' were
organized at all major stations
including 105 Amrit Bharat
stations. The extensive social
media coverage of activities
also evoked awareness and in-
terest in the Swachhatta move-
ment promoted by the Minis-
try across the country. A total
22,636 posts on various social
media platforms (X, Facebook
and Instagram) and numerous
reposts during the implemen-
tation period indicate a high
level of engagement.

These achievements high-
light the strong efforts of Rail-
way staff across all levels and
the Ministry’s sustained com-
mitment to the objectives of
the Special Campaign over the
years.

Khurda Road Division Achieves Best-Ever Loading

Performance — Tops Indian Railways i

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: In a remark-
able display of operational effi-
ciency and sustained excellence,
Khurda Road Division of East
Coast Railway has achieved its
best-ever loading performance,
continuing to lead the freight
movement across Indian Rail-
ways.

Khurda Road Division -

Key Highlights

No.1 Division in Indian Rail-
ways in Traffic Handling (Load-
ing + Unloading):

Khurda Road Division has
once again emerged as the
top-performing division in over-
all traffic handling, achieving a
phenomenal 183 million tonnes
up to October 2025 — compris-
ing 101 million tonnes of loading
and 82 million tonnes of unload-
ing.

Bilaspur Division stands sec-
ond with 148 million tonnes, fol-
lowed by Dhanbad (132 MT) and
Chakradharpur (127 MT), reaf-
firming Khurda Road Division’s
leadership position in freight
operations.
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Fastest 100 Million
Tonnes Loading Milestone:

For the first time in its his-
tory, the Division achieved 100
million tonnes of loading in just
213 days (as on 30.10.2025) —
the fastest ever for Khurda Road
Division.

The previous best was 234
days achieved during 2024-25
(as on 20.11.2024). This mile-
stone marks a new benchmark
of operational excellence and
efficiency.

Record-Breaking October
Performance:

The Division recorded an all-
time high 14.52 million tonnes
of loading during October 2025,
surpassing all previous October
records:

13.390 MT (Oct 2023)

13.200 MT (Oct 2022)

13.080 MT (Oct 2021)

This is the first time the Di-
vision’s monthly loading has
crossed the 14-million-tonne
mark in October.

Outstanding Performance
Amid Adverse Conditions:
Despite  the challenges

n Freight Handling

posed by Cyclone Monthana
and heavy rainfall, Khurda
Road Division maintained
uninterrupted freight move-
ment, with several terminals
achieving  record-bhreaking
figures.

Ever-Best Loading:

Paradeep Port area: 938
rakes (Previous best: 927 rakes
in Mar’25)

Tata Steel / Jakhapura: 160
rakes (Previous best: 156 rakes
in Jul’25)

Best Loading in Any Month of Oc-
tober:

Dhamara Port: 585 rakes
(Previous best: 504 rakes in
Oct’23)

Jindal Steel / Sukinda: 48
rakes (Previous best: 41 rakes
in Oct’24)

Driving Force Behind the Success

This achievement is a result
of the dedicated efforts of op-
erating and commercial teams,
coordination with stakehold-
ers, and proactive leadership
under the East Coast Railway
administration. Continuous
monitoring, efficient rake man-
agement, and customer-ori-
ented logistics support have
ensured this record-breaking
performance.

Khurda Road Division -
Leading the Way

Khurda Road Division’s
performance once again un-
derscores its pivotal role in
the national freight network
and its contribution to India’s
economic growth. The Divi-
sion continues its mission to
uphold the vision of “Progress
Our Mission, Fulfillment Our
Vision” by ensuring seamless
freight movement, enhanced
efficiency, and customer sat-
isfaction.

Three more one way unreserved special trains from Bhagalpur

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To clear the extra rush of pas-
sengers, Railway has decided
to run unreserved one way
special for Delhi, Lokmanya
Tilak & SMVB Bengaluru from
Bhgalpur.

04487 Bhagalpur - Delhi
one way unreserved Special
will leave Bhagalpur at 11:00
hrs. on 04.11.2025 to reach
Delhi at 09:30 hrs. on the next
day. The train will stop at Sul-

tanganj, Bariarpur, Jamalpur,
Dharhara, Abhaipur and Ka-
jra stations over Eastern Rail-
way jurisdiction enroute.
03401 Bhagalpur - Lok-
manya Tilak one way un-
reserved special will leave
Bhagalpur at 05:00 hrs. on
07.11.2025 to reach Lokman-
ya Tilak at 17:20 hrs. on the
next day. The train will stop
at Sultanganj, Bariarpur, Ja-
malpur, Abhaipur and Kajra

stations over Eastern Railway
jurisdiction enroute.

03403 Bhagalpur - SMVB
Bengaluru one way unre-
served special will leave
Bhagalpur at 22:30 hrs. on
07.11.2025 to reach SMVB
Bengaluru at 22:30 hrs. on the
3rd day. The train will stop at
Sultanganj, Jamalpur, Dhar-
hara and Abhaipur stations
over Eastern Railway jurisdic-
tion enroute.

Seven killed, 150 injured after powerful
quake hits northern Afghanistan

MI News Service,
Mazar-i-Sharif: A powerful
6.3 magnitude earthquake has
struck northern Afghanistan
near the city of Mazar-i-Shar-
if, killing at least seven people
and injuring 150 others, ac-
cording to local officials.

The quake struck at
12:59am on Monday (20:29
GMT) at a depth of 28km (17
miles) near Mazar-i-Sharif,
according to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS).

Samim Joyanda, the spokes-
person for the Ministry of
Public Health in Samangan, a
mountainous northern prov-
ince near Mazar-i-Sharif, told
the Reuters news agency that
“a total of 150 people injured
and seven martyred [dead]
have been reported and trans-
ferred to health centres as of
this morning”.

The toll was based on hospi-

tal reports collected as of Mon-
day morning, he said.

The USGS issued an orange
alert in its PAGER system,
which is an automated system
that produces information on
the impact of earthquakes,
and indicated that “significant
casualties are likely and the
disaster is potentially wide-
spread”.

Past events with this alert
level have required a regional
or national level response, the
system’s alert added.

Afghanistan’s national di-
saster management agency
said that reports on casualties
and damage would be shared
later.

The earthquake also de-
stroyed part of the holy shrine
of Mazar-i-Sharif, Balkh prov-
ince spokesperson Haji Zaid
said, referring to the Blue
Mosque.

Israel receives 3 bodies from Hamas: PM's office

MI News Service,
Jerusalem/Gaza: Israel
said on Sunday it had re-
ceived the remains of three
hostages from Hamas in
Gaza, as part of the ongoing
exchange of bodies under
the ceasefire agreement.

The remains were hand-
ed over to Israeli forces in-
side the Gaza Strip by the
International Committee of
the Red Cross and will be
transferred to the national
forensic institute in Tel Aviv
for identification, the Prime
Minister's Office said in a
statement.

"Once the identification
process is completed, an of-
ficial notification will be de-
livered to the families," the
office said.

If confirmed, it would
leave the bodies of eight hos-
tages still in Gaza, out of 28
that Hamas was required to
return to Israel under the
truce, in exchange for the
bodies of 360 Palestinian
militants killed in the war.

Hamas's Al-Qassam Bri-
gades said in a statement
that the bodies were recov-
ered from a tunnel in the
southern Gaza Strip, east of
Khan Younis. They identi-

fied one of them as Colonel
Asaf Hamami, an Israeli of-
ficer killed during the Oct.
7, 2023, Hamas-led assault
while defending Kibbutz
Nirim.

In a separate statement,
Hamas spokesman Hazem
Qassem said the handover
"comes as part of the move-
ment's firm commitment
to continuing the exchange
process," calling on medi-
ators to "pressure Israel to
implement its obligations un-
der the ceasefire agreement
in the Gaza Strip."

Despite the ceasefire that
took effect more than three
weeks ago, at least 236 Pal-
estinians have been killed
and 600 wounded by Israeli
fire since Oct. 11, according
to Gaza health authorities. It
said the total death toll from
Israeli strikes since Oct. 7,
2023, had reached 68,865.

Families in Gaza take refuge in
cemeteries amid war devastation

MI News Service, Khan
Younis: Gravestones have he-
come seats and tables for fam-
ilies like that of Maisa Brikah,
who has lived with her children
in a dusty, sun-baked cemetery
in the southern city of Khan
Younis for five months. Some 30
families shelter here.

A blonde-haired toddler sits
outside one tent, running fingers
through the sand. Another peeks
playfully from behind a drape of
fabric.

Nighttime is another matter.

“When the sun goes down,
the children get scared and don’t
want to go, and I have a few chil-
dren, four small ones,” Brikah
said. “They are afraid to go out
because of the dogs at night, and
the dead.”

The vast majority of Gaza’s
population of over 2 million
people has been displaced by
the two years of war between
Hamas and Israel. With the
ceasefire that began on Octo-
ber 10, some have returned to
what remains of homes. Others
are still crowded into the strip of
remaining territory that Israeli
forces don’t control.

Here and in other cemeteries
in Gaza, there is life among the
dead. A prayer rug hangs on
a line. A child pushes a water
jug on a wheelchair between
the graves. Smoke rises from a
cooking fire.

Palestinian women stand

among graves in a Khan You-
nis cemetery where displaced
families have set up tents, in the
southern Gaza Strip, on October
31. Photo: AP

One of Brikah’s nearest
neighbours is Ahmad Abu Said,
who died in 1991 at the age of
18, according to the carving on
his tombstone that begins with
lines from the Quran. There is
unease, a feeling of disrespect,
at setting up camp here.

Palestinians  stand  near
makeshift tents for displaced
people set up heside graves in a
cemetery in Khan Younis, south-
ern Gaza Strip, on October 31.
Photo: AP

But there is little choice.
Brikah said her family’s home
elsewhere in Khan Younis was
destroyed. There is no return for
now. Israeli forces occupy their
neighbourhood.

Mohammed Shmah said he
has been living here for three
months. He said his house had
been destroyed, too.

‘'m a grown man, but I
still get scared of the graves at
night. I hide in my tent,” he said,
perched on a broken tombstone
and squinting in the sun. He said
he had only 200 shekels (around
USD 60) on him when a friend
took it to help bring his family to
the cemetery.

The lack of money for shel-
ter elsewhere is one reason
keeping families living among

the graves, said Hanan Shmah,
Mohammed’s wife. With care,
she washed dishes in a soapy
container the size of a pie tin,
guarding precious water.

“Of course, life in the cem-
etery is full of fear, dread and
worries, and you don'’t sleep in
addition to the stress we experi-
ence,” she said.

There is no guarantee of safe-
ty, even among the dead. Israeli
forces have bombed cemeteries
during the war, according to
the United Nations and other
observers. Israel has accused
Hamas of using some cemeteries
for cover, and has argued that
the sites lose their protection
when they are used for military
purposes.

During the war, bodies in
Gaza were buried wherever
they could, including in hos-
pital courtyards. According to
custom, Palestinian families
are buried near loved ones. The
fighting has largely disrupted
that.

Now, with the ceasefire, the
search is on for the dead.

Israel presses Hamas to turn
over the remains of hostages.
Palestinian health officials post
gruesome photos of bodies re-
turned by Israel in the hope that
families can identify them. Oth-
ers search Gaza’s vast stretch-
es of rubble for bodies that the
fighting long made unable to
claim.

Netanyahu vows to disarm Hamas, warns Lebanon over Hezhollah

MI News Service, Tel Aviv:
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed on Sunday to
disarm Hamas and demilitarise
the Gaza Strip, saying his gov-
ernment would keep targeting
remaining militant cells despite
a ceasefire that took effect last
month.

“Some Hamas cells remain
active in parts of Gaza under
our control, and we are sys-
tematically eliminating them,”
Netanyahu told ministers, citing
areas in Rafah and Khan Younis
in southern Gaza, Xinhua News
Agency reported.

“Disarming Hamas and de-
militarising the Gaza Strip is
our guiding principle,” he said,
adding that it was a goal he had
agreed on with US President
Donald Trump. “If it cannot

be achieved one way, it will be
achieved another.”

Netanyahu said Israeli forces
would continue to act to protect
troops still in Gaza, adding that
Israel would notify its US allies
of operations “but will not ask
their permission.” He said Israel
would not compromise its “su-
preme security responsibility.”

His remarks came as the
White House works to preserve
the ceasefire and secure further
hostage releases, even as Israeli
strikes have continued, though
at a reduced pace.

Gaza health authorities said
on Sunday that at least 236 Pal-
estinians had heen killed and
600 wounded by Israeli fire
since the truce began more than
three weeks ago, bringing the
total death toll since October 7,

2023, to 68,865.

Netanyahu also urged Leb-
anon’s government to enforce
its commitment to disarm Hez-
bollah, accusing the group of
rearming, and warned that Is-
rael would act in self-defence if
necessary.

Separately, Defence Minister
Israel Katz called on Beirut to
remove Hezbollah forces from
southern Lebanon, saying in a
statement that “maximum en-
forcement will continue and in-
tensify — we will not allow any
threat to residents of the north.”

The Israeli military said it
killed four members of Hezbol-
lah’s elite Radwan Force on Sat-
urday in the latest strike, part
of ongoing cross-horder attacks
that have persisted despite the
ceasefire reached last November

Road accidents kill 1,062 people in Cambodia in 1st 9 months of 2025

MI News Service, Phnom
penh: The number of road fa-
talities in Cambodia declined to
1,062 people in the first nine
months of 2025, a drop of 8 per-
cent from 1,158 over the same
period last year, said a National
Police report on Monday.

"Some 831, or 78 percent of
the dead, were motorists and
61 percent of them did not wear
helmets," the report said.

Besides the death toll, the
road traffic accidents injured
2,256 others during the Janu-
ary-September period this year,

down 24 percent from 2,962
over the same period last year,
the report said.

The Southeast Asian country
recorded 1,641 cases of road
crashes during the above-men-
tioned period, down 26 percent
year-on-year, it added.

Phan Rim, a spokesperson for
the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, said the main causes
of road crashes included speed-
ing, failing to adhere to traffic
rules, not respecting the right of
way, careless turning, reckless
overtaking, driving under the

influence of alcohol, and drowsy
driving.

"Averagely, road traffic acci-
dents claim approximately four
persons a day in Cambodia," he
told Xinhua.

Road accidents are the lead-
ing cause of deaths and inju-
ries in Cambodia, costing the
country about 466 million U.S.
dollars a year, according to a
report jointly conducted by the
United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) in Cambodia
and the National Road Safety
Committee

‘Pakistan Is Testing Nukes,

MI News Service, Islamabad:
Pakistan is among the coun-
tries that are actively testing
nuclear weapons, according to
US President Donald Trump.
The Republican leader's re-
marks came amid buzz of the
US resuming the testing of its
nuclear weapons.

Trump noted the move was
necessary as several nations,
including Russia, China, North
Korea, and Pakistan, are con-
ducting nuclear tests, and it's
also 'appropriate that the US
also does it'.

"We're going to test because
they test and others test. And
certainly North Korea's been
testing. Pakistan's been test-
ing," he added.

Trump claimed the US does
not "necessarily know" where
these "powerful" nations that

US Also Needs To": Trump On Need For Nuclear Order

are testing nuclear weapons
are but asserted the testing is
being done.

"They-- they test way un-
der-- underground where peo-
ple don't know exactly what's
happening with the test. You
feel a little hit of a vibration.
They test and we don't test.
We have to test," he said.

Trump made these remarks
when he was asked about his
decision of "detonating nucle-
ar weapons" after more than
30 years following Russia's
recent trials of advanced nu-
clear-capable systems, includ-
ing a Poseidon underwater
drone..

Trump also claimed that the
US possesses "more nuclear
weapons than any other coun-
try," adding that he had dis-
cussed denuclearisation with

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping.

"We have enough nuclear
weapons to blow up the world
150 times," Trump said. "Rus-
sia has a lot of nuclear weap-
ons, and China will have a lot.
They have some. They have
quite a hit."

What Team Trump Said On
Nuke Testing Plan

US Energy Secretary Chris
Wright has clarified that the
testing will not involve nuclear
explosions at this time. This
was the first clarity from the
Trump administration since
the president took to social
media last week to say he had
"instructed the Department
of War to start testing our
nuclear weapons on an equal
basis."

Israeli top lawyer found safe after going missing amid Palestinian rape scandal

MI News Service, Tel Aviv:
Israeli military’s top law-
yer, Major-General  Yifat
Tomer-Yerushalmi, who re-
cently resigned over a Pales-
tinian prisoner rape scandal,
was found safe on Sunday, No-
vember 2, after being missing
for several hours.

According to the Israe-
li Broadcasting Corporation
(KAN), she went missing on
Sunday morning after her car
was discovered abandoned
near the shoreline at Hatzuk
Beach in northern Tel Aviv,
alongside a note suggesting

suicidal intent.

In this regard, the Chief of
Staff Lieutenant General Eyal
Zamir, instructed the Opera-
tions Directorate to “activate
all available means to locate
her as soon as possible,” the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
said in a statement on X.

Helicopters and ground
units were deployed along
the coastline. Police later con-
firmed that Tomer-Yerushalmi
had contacted her husband
and was in a safe condition.

Rescue teams search Hof
Hatzuk Beach in Tel Aviv for

Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi. Pho-
to: Flash90

Her disappearance came after
she submitted her resignation on
October 31, following a criminal
investigation into the leak of a
video showing Israeli soldiers
sexually assaulting a Palestinian
detainee during the Gaza war.

.At least nine soldiers were
arrested in connection with the
assault; five remain in custo-
dy. The video’s release sparked
widespread outrage and em-
barrassment for the military,
prompting a probe into how it
was leaked

SC to hear Delhi riots conspiracy bail pleas on Monday

MI News Service, Delhi: The
Supreme Court is slated to re-
sume hearing on Monday the
bail pleas of student leaders
Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Gulfisha Fatima, and other ac-
tivists accused in the alleged
“larger conspiracy” behind
the 2020 North East Delhi ri-
ots.

They remain behind bars
under the stringent Unlaw-

ful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). As per the cause list
published on the website of
the apex court, a Bench of Jus-
tices Aravind Kumar and N.V.
Anjaria will continue hearing
the submissions of co-accused
Meeran Haider, Mohd Saleem
Khan, and Shifa Ur Rehman,
and the Delhi Police on No-
vember 3.

In an earlier hearing, ap-

pearing for Umar Khalid,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
argued that the prosecution
had consistently delayed the
trial and was now attempting
to shift the blame on the ac-
cused. “They say it is me who
is taking time and delaying the
case whereas the fact says oth-
erwise,” Sibal argued. “Out of
751 FIRs related to the riots,
Khalid was named in only one.
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BGGI announces

cash prize of Rs o1
cr for India’s victori-
ous Women's World
Gup contingent

MUMBAI: The Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Monday announced a cash
reward of Rs 51 crore for the
players, support staff and selec-
tion committee, in recognition of
India's maiden triumph at the ICC
Women's World Cup.

Harmanpreet Kaur-led India
were crowned the ODI champions
after they defeated South Africa
by 52 runs in the final at DY Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai on
Sunday.

"To honour this unprecedented
success, the BCCI has announced
a cash reward of INR 51 crore for
the players, support staff and
selection committee, in recogni-
tion of their remarkable perform-
ance, dedication and contribution
to the nation's sporting glory," the
board said in a statement.

"The BCCI also takes this
opportunity to highlight the piv-
otal role of Jay Shah, who served
with distinction as Honorary
Secretary of the BCCI and now
holds the position of Chairman of
the International Cricket Council
(ICC). During his tenure at the
BCCI, Shah championed signifi-
cant initiatives for women's crick-
et accelerating the expansion of
domestic structures, launching
elite-level ~ competitions and
ensuring improved infrastructure.

"As ICC Chairman, he has been
a strong advocate for gender-
equality across the sport. Under
his leadership, the ICC announced

IOA ANNOUNCES
CASH AWARDS FOR
YOUTH ASIAN
GAMES MEDALLISTS

NEW DELHI: The Indian Olympic
Association (I0A) extends its heartfelt
congratulations to the Indian contin-
gent for their exceptional performance
at the 3rd Asian Youth Games held in
Bahrain, where the nation's young ath-
letes secured a commendable total of
48 medals across various sporting dis-
ciplines.

India delivered its best-ever per-
formance at the 2025 Asian Youth
Games in Manama, Bahrain, winning
13 gold, 18 silver, and 17 bronze, sur-
passing previous tallies from 2009 and
2013.

In acknowledgment of these com-
mendable accomplishments, the I0A
has decided to felicitate all medal win-
ners, coaches, and athletes who
secured fourth positions at a special
ceremony to be held shortly.

The I0A has announced cash
rewards for athletes and coaches. Gold
medallists will receive Rs 5,00,000
each, while silver and bronze medal-
lists will be awarded Rs 3,00,000 and
Rs 2,00,000, respectively. Fourth-place
finishers will get Rs 50,000 each, and
coaches of medal-winning athletes will
be honoured with Rs 1,00,000 each. In
addition, both the boys' and girls'
kabaddi teams will receive Rs
10,00,000 each in recognition of their
outstanding performances.

This remarkable achievement
reflects the growing strength and
depth of India's youth sporting ecosys-
tem and stands as a testament to the
athletes' dedication, discipline, and
commitment to excellence. The I0A
recognises that such performances are
the result of sustained effort, rigorous
training, and the invaluable guidance
provided by their coaches and support
staff. PT Usha, President of the Indian
Olympic Association, said, "The Indian
Olympic Association takes immense

a landmark increase in prize-
money for the Women's World
Cup, signalling that women crick-
eters will be treated on par with
their male peers," it added.

The  transformation  of
women's cricket in India, from
modest beginnings to world-stage
triumph owes much to his stead-
fast vision, his commitment to
professionalising the women's
game and ensuring India built a
pipeline of talent capable of
achieving global success.

The BCCI extended its deepest
gratitude to Shah for his leader-
ship, and acknowledges that this
historic title for the India women's
team is rooted in years of effort,
infrastructure building, invest-
ment and belief.

The team's success will
undoubtedly inspire a surge of
interest among young girls to take
up cricket, and accelerate the
expansion of grassroots pro-
grammes across the country, it
added.

The BCCI reaffirmed its com-
mitment to sustain this momen-
tum - continuing investment in
women's cricket, strengthening
domestic pathways, nurturing
future generations, and securing
India's place among the dominant
forces in world women's cricket.

BCCI  president  Mithun
Manhas, secretary Devajit Saikia
among other office bearers con-
gratulated Women in Blue for
their historic triumph.

India Women’s captain Harmanpreet Kaur poses with the ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup
Trophy after leading the team to their maiden title. IANS/BCCIWomen)

oports Minister outlines plans to com-
memorate 100 years of Indian Hockey

NEW DELHI: On Monday, Union
Minister for Youth Affairs and
Sports, Mansukh Mandaviya,
announced a grand celebration
marking 100 years of Indian
Hockey (1925-2025). The cente-
nary events, organised in partner-
ship with Hockey India, will take
place on November 7 at the Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium in
New Delhi, alongside simultane-
ous events in over 550 districts
across India.

The milestone event will mark
100 years of India's rich hockey
legacy, honouring the legends who
brought glory to the nation and
celebrating the enduring spirit of
the sport that continues to inspire
millions. Celebrations will begin
at 8:30 AM with a series of special
events that highlight India's his-
toric journey in hockey.

"As India celebrates 100 years
of hockey, we honour a century of
pride, perseverance, and national
glory. This milestone is an occa-
sion to remember our heroes who
brought honour to the country
and to draw inspiration from their
journey as we look ahead. Hockey
is more than just a sport for India
- it is part of our identity and col-
lective spirit. The celebrations
across more than 550 districts will
not only highlight our legacy but
also take the story of Indian hock-
ey to every corner of the nation,
inspiring young boys and girls to
pick up the stick and play with
passion," Mandaviya said.

A 30-minute exhibition match
between the Hon'ble Sports
Minister's XI and Hockey India's
Mixed XI (men and women) will

showcase gender parity, team-
work, and inclusivity, featuring
top players from both the men's
and women's national teams.
Afterwards, hockey legends from
different generations will be hon-
oured for their contributions to
India's proud history as the
world's leading hockey nation,
with eight Olympic gold medals
and 13 Olympic podium finishes.

Hockey ranks as a key sport in
the government's agenda. Both
men's and women's hockey are
part of major initiatives, such as
the Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS) and the Target
Asian Games Group (TAGG).
These programs provide national
teams with funding for training,
competitions, exposure trips,
allowances, and other facilities
throughout each Olympic cycle. To
promote hockey among women,
the sports ministry organises the
ASMITA hockey league nation-
wide at junior and sub-junior lev-
els.

"The government remains
deeply committed to strengthen-
ing India's sporting ecosystem
through greater investment, mod-
ern infrastructure, and institu-
tional reforms. Our vision is clear
- to make India one of the top
sporting nations in the world by
2036 and to consistently perform
at the highest levels in every disci-
pline. With continued collabora-
tion between the Ministry, the
Sports Authority of India, and fed-
erations like Hockey India, we will
continue to nurture young talent,
expand access to sport, and
ensure that India's tricolour flies

high on every international
stage," the sports minister added.

The centenary will also mark
the release of the official com-
memorative volume, "100 Years of
Indian Hockey," which chronicles
the sport's remarkable journey-
highlighting its triumphs, chal-
lenges, and revival. This publica-
tion will function as both a histor-
ical record and a tribute to the
generations of players who have
contributed to India's hockey
legacy.

Hockey India president Dilip
Tirkey said, "Celebrating 100
years of Indian hockey is a deeply
emotional and proud moment for
all of us. This milestone honours
our glorious past while inspiring a
new generation to carry the lega-
cy forward. Indian hockey has
always represented the spirit of
resilience, unity, and excellence.
As we celebrate this centenary,
our focus is on strengthening the
game from the grassroots,
empowering both men and women
equally, and preparing our teams
to reach the pinnacle of world
hockey once again. I extend heart-
felt gratitude to all those who
have stood by Indian hockey over
the years - our players, coaches,
fans, and partners. Together, we
will make the next century even
more golden."

A large-scale photo exhibition
at the Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium will guide visi-
tors through a visual journey cele-
brating 100 years of history,
showcasing rare archival photo-
graphs, memorabilia, and
Olympic moments-from the 1928

Amsterdam Games to today's
resurgence.

To celebrate the occasion local-
ly, over 1,400 hockey matches will
take place simultaneously in 550
districts nationwide, involving
more than 36,000 players. Each
district will host one men's and
one women's match, representing
equality and inclusion. The goal is
to foster a festive environment
across the country, bringing
together rural and urban India in
a celebration of the national sport.

Hockey India secretary general
Bhola Nath Singh added, "As we
mark this historic milestone, it
gives me great pride to see how
Hockey India has evolved into a
transparent, accountable, and for-
ward-looking organisation. Our
focus has been on strengthening
systems - from performance-
based funding and grassroots
development to the successful
launch of professional leagues for
both men and women. We are also
investing in coaching, analytics,
and infrastructure to ensure sus-
tainable growth. I would like to
express sincere gratitude to the
Sports Authority of India, whose
consistent support has been vital
in developing world-class facilities
and nurturing young talent. This
centenary is not just a celebration
of history, but a reaffirmation of
our commitment to building a
stronger future for Indian hock-
ey." The Ministry of Sports and
Hockey India are dedicated to
safeguarding and advancing
India's hockey legacy while foster-
ing a new era of excellence and
inclusivity in the sport.

Messi in India? Kerala sports minister’s
renewed claim sparks fresh wave of skepticism

MALAPPURAM:The Kerala govern-
ment has once again stirred public
excitement and controversy with
Sports Minister V. Abdurahiman
asserting that Argentine foothall
legend Lionel Messi will play in
India next year.

According to the minister, the
state has received a new email from
the Argentine Football Association
(AFA) confirming that the G.0.A.T
player Messi and his team will visit
India in March.

MYK Bl W

"Two days ago, we received an
email from the AFA team confirm-
ing their visit to Kerala in March,"
Abdurahiman said.

He added that the match was
initially planned for November but
had to be deferred due to infra-
structural issues at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Kochi.

However, this fresh claim has
drawn widespread skepticism, with
critics recalling the earlier unful-
filled promise of Messi's visit.

The absence of any official
agreement or confirmation from the
AFA has led to questions about the
government's credibility and the
procedures followed in organising
what is billed as a major interna-
tional sporting event.

The Opposition and sports
enthusiasts have also raised con-
cerns over why the Kochi stadium
was partially dismantled for "reno-
vation" despite the lack of a signed
deal.

With no documented terms, the
government is now under pressure
to clarify who the sponsors are,
what the contractual commitments
were, and whether due diligence
was observed.

Adding to the controversy, it has
emerged that the sponsors involved
in the initiative have alleged links to
the notorious Muttil tree felling case
despite the government's previous
assurances that it would not engage
with tainted entities.

As anticipation mixes with dis-
belief, many are demanding trans-
parency and official documentation
to substantiate the minister's claim.

For now, Messi's supposed
Kerala appearance remains more of
a political talking point than a con-
firmed sporting event, a story that
continues to keep football fans
across the country guessing and
critics on edge.

Anukul Roy’s Eight-
Haul Put Jharkhand
on Verge of Victory

PC JHA

RANCHI: Anukul Roy's brilliant spin bowling left
Nagaland reeling on the third day of the Ranji
Trophy clash at the JSCA Stadium in Ranchi. The
left-arm spinner completely dominated proceed-
ings, dismantling the visitors' batting lineup and
putting Jharkhand on the verge of an emphatic vic-
tory.

Nagaland, resuming their first innings, crum-
bled to 154 all out in response to Jharkhand's mas-
sive total. Chetan Bist offered some resistance with
an unbeaten 46, while Nischal contributed 41 runs.
However, none of the other batters could handle
Roy's guile and control. Roy bowled a marathon
spell of 24.5 overs, claiming eight wickets for just
55 runs, including 10 maidens, to enforce the fol-
low-on.

Asked to bat again, Nagaland once more strug-
gled against Jharkhand's spin attack. At stumps on
Day 3, the visitors were 105 for 5, still trailing by a
significant margin. Jonathan fought valiantly with a
gritty 50-run knock, but his effort wasn't enough to
rescue his side from another collapse.

In the second innings, Manishi struck thrice
while Roy picked up two wickets, keeping the pres-
sure on the Nagaland batsmen throughout.

With five wickets remaining and a full day's play
left, Jharkhand stand firmly in control and look
poised to wrap up a comprehensive victory on the
final day.

Lohardaga Premier League
2025 Kicks Off with Grand
Inauguration; MP Sukhdeo
Bhagat Flags Off Event

MD QUAIYUM KHAN

LOHARDAGA: The much-awaited Lohardaga
Premier League (LPL) 2025 kicked off with great
fanfare on Monday at CM School of Excellence,
Nadia Hindu Ground (Mini Stadium). The event was
inaugurated by Member of Parliament and District
Football Association President Sukhdeo Bhagat, in
the presence of Deputy Commissioner Dr. Kumar
Tarachand, Superintendent of Police Sadiq Anwar
Rizvi, district officials, public representatives, and
thousands of football enthusiasts. MP Sukhdeo
Bhagat said the LPL is not just a football tourna-
ment but a platform to showcase the hidden talents
of Lohardaga's youth at national and international
levels. "This event will give Lohardaga a new iden-
tity in the sporting map of India," he said.

Deputy Commissioner Dr. Tarachand empha-
sized that sports play a vital role in building disci-
pline, teamwork, and leadership among youth,
while SP Rizvi highlighted how such events channel
positive energy and keep youth away from negative
influences. The league features eight teams -
Lohardaga Lions, Senha Stallions, Bhandra Bulls,
Kairo Kinetic, Town Titans, Peshrar Panthers,
Kisko Kings, and Kudu Knights. The tournament
runs from November 3 to 10, with ?2 lakh for the
champion, ?1.5 lakh for the runner-up, and a
motorbike for the Player of the Series.
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