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MI News Service, Patna / Samas-
tipur : Coming down heavily on the
opposition INDIA bloc, being led by
"people out on bail", Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi  has empha-
sised that the "NDA under the
leadership of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar" will break all previous
electoral records in next month’s
Bihar Assembly polls.

Addressing his maiden election
rally in the poll-bound state here
on Friday, the Prime minister
asked the crowd to switch on the
lights of their mobile phones, and
taking a dig at the RJD, said,
"When all people have access to
such modern gadgets, there is no
need for the lantern". Showering
praise on Chief minister Nitish
Kumar, who also heads the ruling
JD(U) and seeks a fifth consecutive
term in office,  PM Modi alleged
that, "He came to power in 2005,
but nearly a decade of his tenure
was hampered by a hostile Con-
gress-led UPA government at the
Centre, which was constantly
blackmailed by the RJD that it
would withdraw support if cooper-
ation was extended to the NDA
government in Bihar.” The Prime
minister said , "The central assis-
tance extended to Bihar during the
past 11 years is three times, but
what the state had received from
the previous government ?. The
state has turned the corner. It is

now exporting fish, a far cry from
the days when it was dependent on
other states for its own needs.
Makhana, which is a famous pro-
duce of Bihar, has access to mar-
kets far and wide", he said .. "Bihar

is now an attractive investment
destination. I foresee a future in
which every district will be teeming
with start ups of local youths", the
PM  Modi added. "All this would
not have been possible had there

been 'jungle raj' in Bihar. Don't you
remember that a former PM (Rajiv
Gandhi) had said that of every
rupee spent by the government,
only 15 paise reached to the peo-
ple. The money used to be de-

voured by a blood-stained hand
(khooni panja)", said PM Modi, in
an obvious reference to former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
the poll symbol of Congress, the
RJD's alliance partner.

"Bihar will keep the 'jungle raj'
at bay and vote for good gover-
nance. 'Nayee raftar se chalega
Bihar, phir jab aayegi NDA sarkar'
(Bihar's growth will speed up once
NDA returns to power). RJD and
Congress indulged in scams, their 
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PM Narendra Modi, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Union Ministers Jitan Ram Manjhi and Chirag
Paswan and others during a public meeting ahead of the state Assembly elections, in Samastipur district.

He came to power in
2005, but nearly a
decade of his tenure
was hampered by a
hostile Congress-led
UPA government at
the Centre, which was
constantly black-
mailed by the RJD
that it would with-
draw support if coop-
eration was extended
to the NDA govern-
ment in Bihar.

”

--PM Modi

Mamata congratulates two table 
tennis players from Bengal for secur-
ing top world T T ranking in doubles

MI News Serv-
ice, Kolkata :
West Bengal
Chief minister

Mamata Baner-
jee has  heartily con-

gratulated Syndrela Das
and Divyanshi Bhowmick
for achieving a remarkable
feat by securing the World
No. 1 rank in the Girls’ Dou-
bles (U-19) category of the
World Table Tennis Rank-
ings. In a congra tulatory
message to both of them on
Friday, the Chief minister
also said in her social media
X handle “The Indian duo
now leads the global stand-
ings with 3910 points,
ahead of pairs from Chinese
Taipei and France — a mo-
ment of immense pride for
all of us”. In a long message
Mamata Banerjee today
posted “Heartiest congratu-
lations to Syndrela Das from
South 24 Parganas, West
Bengal, and Divyanshi
Bhowmick! Syndrela, a
trainee of the Dhanuka
Dhunseri Soumyadeep
Poulomi Table Tennis Acad-

emy, Kolkata, along with her
partner Divyanshi, has
achieved a remarkable feat
by securing the World No. 1
rank in the Girls’ Doubles
(U-19) category of the World
Table Tennis Rankings. The
Indian duo now leads the
global standings with 3910
points, ahead of pairs from
Chinese Taipei and France
— a moment of immense
pride for all of us. Wishing
them continued success and
many more milestones in
their sporting life.

20 passengers burnt alive as Bengaluru-
bound bus catches fire near Kurnool

MI News Service, Hyderabad : In a
tragic incident amid the current festive
atmosphere, as many as 20 passengers
were burnt alive when a  Bengaluru-
bound private tourist bus from Hyder-
abad suddenly caught fire near
Kurnool early on Friday after colliding
with a two-wheeler, a senior police of-
ficial said. Among the deceased were a
number of children, women and aged
persons. The bus was on its way to
Bengaluru from Hyderabad . President

Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and his Telangana counterpart
A Revanth Reddy, among others, ex-
pressed  shock and anguish over the
incident and deeply condoled the
deaths. “The loss of so many lives in a
tragic fire in a tourist bus in Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh is deeply unfortunate.
I extend my heartfelt condolences to

the bereaved family members and
pray for the speedy recovery of those
injured,” President Murmu said in post
on X.  “Extremely saddened at the loss
of so many lives due to a mishap in
Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh,"
PM Modi said in a post on X adding

"My thoughts are with the affected
people and their families during this
difficult time. Praying for the speedy
recovery of the injured". "An ex-gratia
of Rs 2 lakh from PMNRF would be
given to the next of kin of each de-
ceased and the injured were given Rs
50,000 each," the Prime minister said.
Some of the bodies were charred be-
yond recognition, prompting officials to
call forensic experts to collect DNA
samples of the deceased. The incident
was so sudden and severe that most of
the passengers couldn’t escape the
tragedy, because it struck at night
while they were sleeping, the official
said. According to initial reports, the
motorcycle collided with the bus 
near Chinnatekur in Kurnool and  got 
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Kurnool District Collector A. Siri speaks with police personnel at the spot after
a Bengaluru bound private bus caught fire following a collision with a two-
wheeler, near Chinnatekur in Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh.

Extremely saddened at
the loss of so many lives

due to a mishap in Kurnool
district of Andhra Pradesh

--President Murmu

US claims India 'scaling back' Russian oil purchases at Trump's request
MI News Service, Washington (DC)
: Further intensifying its anti-India
rhetoric, the White House has
claimed that India has begun
"scaling back" its oil purchases
from Russia at the "request" of US
President Donald Trump. Speak-
ing  at her daily press briefing on
Friday, White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said, "If you
see and read the sanctions on
Russia, they are pretty hefty." She
was referring to the US sanctions
on Russia’s two largest oil compa-
nies, Rosneft and Lukoil on Thurs-
day, as part of its efforts to choke
off key revenue streams for
Moscow amid the Russia-Ukraine
war Pointing out to that, the White
House Press Secretary reiterated
her claim that India has reduced
its oil purchases from Russia at
the request  of President Trump,

even as New Delhi maintained
that its energy policy remains
guided solely by national interest
and consumer security. Leavitt
said President Trump was "in-

creasingly frustrated" by the lack
of progress toward ending the
Russia-Ukraine war and ex-
pressed confidence that the latest
round of sanctions on Russian oil

firms would deal a substantial
blow to Moscow’s economy. "If you
read the sanctions and look at
them, they are pretty hefty," Leav-

itt said. "I saw some international
news this morning that China is
scaling back oil purchases from
Russia. We know India has done
the same at the President’s re-
quest. The President has also
pushed European countries, our
allies, to please stop their pur-
chases of Russian oil as well," she
said. The Press Secretary's com-
ments follow the announcement of

fresh US  sanctions on Russia,
aimed at further isolating the
Kremlin’s energy revenues. "It is a
full court press for sure, and we
expect that these sanctions are
going to do harm, as the Secretary
of the Treasury said yesterday,"
she added.Meanwhile, following
the US announcement, India could
mark a major shift in its energy
policy. State-run refiners are said
to be reviewing contracts to en-
sure no shipments come directly
from Rosneft or Lukoil.

However, India has rejected
any alims of coordinated action,
repeating that India’s energy pol-
icy is independent and focused on
ensuring stable prices and reliable
supply chains. The remarks 
come amid tensions over Trump’s
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White House Press Secretary Karoline Levitt addresses her daily
press briefing on Thursday.

If you see and read the
sanctions on Russia,
they are pretty hefty.

”
--Karoline Leavitt 

Voting for four Rajya 
Sabha seats in J-K 

MI News Service, Srinagar :
The crucial voting for four
Rajya Sabha seats in Jammu
Kashmir began on Friday
morning, marking the first
such election in the Union
Territory since 2019 and
ending a decade-long gap.
This is the first Rajya Sabha
election from Jammu and
Kashmir since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and
downgrading and bifurca-
tion of the erstwhile state of
J-K into two Union territo-
ries on August 5, 2019. Vot-
ing is being held inside the
Jammu and Kashmir leg-
islative assembly complex
here, officials said adding
that MLAs arrived at the
Legislative Assembly com-
plex to cast their votes at
three polling booths have
been set up inside the prem-
ises. The National Confer-
ence (NC) is poised to win
three of the four seats com-
fortably, while the contest for
the fourth seat remains on a
knife-edge, with both the NC
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) holding an equal
number of votes. The BJP’s
advantage has waned after
the Congress, People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP), and in-
dependent MLA Shabir
Kulley pledged support to
the NC. Current political

alignments indicate that NC
candidates are backed by 57
MLAs — including 41 from
the NC, six from Congress,
six independents, three from
the PDP, and one from the
CPI(M) — while the BJP
commands 28 votes. The
voting preferences of two
MLAs, Mehraj Malik and
Sheikh Khursheed, remain
undisclosed. Malik, currently
detained under the Public
Safety Act, cast his vote ear-
lier this week inside Kathua
District Jail. The victories of
NC nominees Choudhary
Muhammad Ramzan and
Sajjad Kichloo on the first
two seats are considered
certain, with each expected
to secure 57 votes against
the BJP’s 28. However, the
real contest lies in the com-
bined election for the third
and fourth seats, where NC’s
Imran Dar and Gurwinder
Singh Oberoi face off against
BJP’s Sat Sharma. The two
candidates securing the
highest number of votes will
be declared winners. Ruling
alliance MLAs are expected
to divide their votes between
Oberoi and Dar, while all
BJP legislators are set to
vote for Sharma. The NC is
likely to allocate 29 votes to

uu Continued on page 3

Low-pressure over 
Bay of Bengal likely to
intensify into cyclone

MI News Service, Kolkata : A
low-pressure area over the
Bay of Bengal is likely to in-
tensify into a cyclonic storm
by the morning of October
27, IMD said on Friday.

With an active Northeast
monsoon season underway,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu are expected to
receive moderate to heavy
rain over the next two to
three days due to the system.
The India Meteorological De-
partment said the low-pres-
sure area over the southeast
Bay of Bengal moved slowly
west-northwest and re-
mained stationary over the
same region. As a result a
broad swathe of western and
southern India is set to expe-
rience heavy rainfall and
thunderstorms over the
coming week.

The IMD report said the
updated forecast, driven by a
developing cyclonic circula-

tion over the south Andaman
Sea and the southeast Bay of
Bengal, signals ongoing and
intensifying weather activity
in regions including Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, and Telan-
gana. The IMD’s advisory in-
cludes warnings for
hazardous conditions in
coastal and adjacent areas,
with alerts for fishermen and
potential localised flooding
and lightning risk. This de-
velopment is significant for
agriculture, transport, and
public safety. IMD experts in-
dicated that the cyclonic cir-
culation is currently
positioned over the south
Andaman Sea, extending up
to the middle levels of the
troposphere over the south-
east Bay of Bengal. Under its
influence, a low-pressure 
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NDA govt working to 
empower youth: Modi
MI News Service, New Delhi :
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the BJP-
led NDA government is work-
ing to empower the youth
and has created avenues to
connect candidates, who
have narrowly missed gov-
ernment jobs, with prospec-
tive employers in the private
sector. In a recorded message
at the 17th Rozgar Mela, PM
Modi said even the country's
foreign policy was being
shaped keeping the interest
of the youngsters in mind.
More than 51,000 candidates
received appointment letters
for government jobs at Roz-
gar Melas held across the
country today. He said India
was the youngest nation in
the world and the strength of
its youth is one of the greatest
assets. "With this belief and
confidence, we are moving
forward in every field. Even
our foreign policy is being
shaped with the interests of
India's youth in mind. Our
diplomatic engagements and
global agreements are in-
creasingly focused on youth
training and employment

generation," PM Modi said.
The Prime minister said more
than 11 lakh recruitment let-
ters have been issued so far
through the Rozgar Melas
across the country. ”Empow-
ering the youth is a priority of
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment," the Prime minister as-
serted.  PM Modi said India
has entered into investment
partnerships with several Eu-
ropean countries, creating
thousands of new job oppor-
tunities. "We have also signed
multiple agreements with na-
tions like Brazil, Singapore,
South Korea, and Canada to
boost investment and support
start ups and MSMEs. These
collaborations will strengthen
exports and open up new av-
enues of growth and opportu-
nity for India's youth," he
said. PM Modi said the recent
reduction in GST rates has
marked a major reform in the
country and its impact went
far beyond just increasing
people's savings. "The next
generation GST reforms are
also expanding opportunities
for employment and growth,"
the Prime minister said.

NDAwill breakall electoral records 
in Bihar next month, asserts PM 
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MI News Service, Kalyani: 
In a bizarre incident that 
has triggered widespread 
curiosity and concern, Kaly-
ani police recovered over 
a hundred voter ID cards 
from a homeless man in Na-
dia district on Friday morn-
ing.

According to police 
sources, the incident took 
place in Ward No. 7, Majher 
Char area of Kalyani. Locals 
spotted a suspicious man 
loitering in the area and 
confronted him. On search-
ing his bag, they discovered 
a large number of voter ID 
cards, following which he 
was detained and handed 
over to police.

The man, identified as 
Uttam Prasad, a resident 
of Hindmotor in Hooghly 
district, reportedly told po-
lice that he had found the 
cards lying under grass 
near the roadside while vis-

iting his sister in Kalyani. 
He claimed to have picked 
them up out of curiosity and 
kept them in his bag.

Preliminary investigation 
revealed that around 100 
voter ID cards were recov-
ered, including three from 
Assam and the rest from 
various wards in Kalyani. 
Police are now verifying 

whether the cards are gen-
uine or counterfeit.

Given the sensitive nature 
of the find, Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Manoj Agarw-
al has sought a detailed re-
port from the District Mag-
istrate of Nadia. The district 
police have launched an 
inquiry to trace the origin 
of the cards and determine 

how such documents were 
found discarded in the open.

Political reactions fol-
lowed swiftly. BJP MLA 
Ambika Roy alleged, “Near-
ly a thousand voter cards 
have been recovered. These 
could have been used for 
fake voting during elections. 
With SIR-related discus-
sions gaining momentum, 
someone might have pan-
icked and dumped them.”

TMC leader Biplab De 
Sajal, however, dismissed 
the allegations, saying, 
“No worker from our party 
is involved in this. Those 
who are creating confusion 
over CAA and NRC are be-
hind such drama to disturb 
peace in Kalyani.”

Police sources confirmed 
that the investigation is on-
going to establish wheth-
er the recovered voter IDs 
were lost, stolen, or part of 
a larger racket.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
It was not any special full-
moon night of the month of 
Asadh. Yet, when one nur-
tures deep reverence for 
one’s Guru in the heart, even 
an autumn evening can be 
transformed into a fitting 
occasion for Guru Puja. This 
was beautifully demonstrat-
ed by Chandra Mahalanobis, 
the accomplished disciple of 
eminent musician Ashokta-
ru Bandyopadhyay. To mark 
the 96th birth anniversary of 
Guru Ashoktaru, her organ-
isation Noni Gourika organ-
ised a cultural tribute at the 
Eastern Zonal Cultural Cen-
tre. Speakers Ashish Giri and 
Ramranjan Das Ray reflected 
on Ashoktaru’s invaluable 
contribution to All India Ra-
dio and his lifelong dedica-
tion to the teaching and prop-
agation of Rabindrasangeet. 
Artists and disciples Agnibha 
Bandyopadhyay, Alok Ray-
chowdhury, Brahmatosh 
Chattopadhyay, Gopal Patra, 
Tapas Nag, Swapan Sen, 

Kalyan Mahalanobis, and 
Banshibadan Chattopadhyay 
shared their memories of the 
maestro—from his effortless 
mastery across diverse forms 
of Rabindrasangeet to their 
personal experiences of his 
warmth in India and abroad, 
as spectated by Tapash Roy.

The musical performances 
by Agnibha Bandyopadhyay,  
Alok Roychowdhury, Ashok 
Ghosh, Chandra Mahalano-
bis, Dr. Ananyabrata Das, 

Dr. Angshu Sen, Mala Pa-
tra, Suchin Singha, Sandeep 
Das, Dr. Deepa Das, Basabi 
Bagchi, Shyamali Majum-
der, along with the young 
artistes Soujatyo Barua and 
Riyan Das, lent the evening 
a soulful charm. Rina Giri, 
Dipanwita Sen, Parmita Sa-
maddar and Sunanda Sanyal 
recited poetry, while Dr. Lali-
ta Ghosh and  Angana Mon-
dal enhanced the programme 
through graceful dance per-
formances. Adding a special 
touch to the tribute, students 
of Narayandas Bangur Me-
morial Multipurpose School 
staged Rabindranath Tago-
re’s play, Guru,  under the 
direction of Debashish Ma-
jumdar of Shudrak Natyagos-
thi, assisted by Sanjay Barua. 
Collective presentations by 
groups such as Rabi O Kobi, 
Batayanik, Madhya Kolkata 
Cultural Angan, Surangama 
Kalakendra, and Tarushruti 
enriched the cultural hom-
age, which was elegantly 
compered by Chaitali Mallik.

MI News Service,  
Alipurduar: Alipurduar 
district administration has 
taken up the task to initi-
ate around 3,000 commu-
nity-driven infrastructural 
projects in the district.

R. Vimala, the district 
magistrate, laid the foun-
dation stone for the first 
project finalised on the ba-
sis of the proposals received 
during the “Amader Para 
Amader Samadhan” (APAS) 
campaign on Tuesday.

The project, which in-
volves the construction of 
a small culvert, will be car-
ried out in the Kumargram-
duar block of the district.

Launched to address lo-
cal infrastructure needs 
through citizen partic-
ipation, the “Amader 
Para Amader Samadhan” 
scheme has seen a massive 
public response, with over 
20,000 project proposals 
submitted by residents in 
the district.

Out of these, the process 
of tenders for around 3,000 
projects has been complet-
ed in the district, said ad-
ministrative sources.

“Yesterday (on Tuesday), 

we laid the foundation 
stone of the first project 
under the APAS scheme. It 
is a small culvert. Most of 
the approved projects are 
concentrated in the Kumar-
gramduar region,” said Vi-
mala.

She further said that 
following chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s recent 
instructions during a re-
view meeting in Nilpara, 
the flood-affected residents 
have also been included in 
the ongoing government 
camps.

“We are compiling a list 
of those who have lost valu-
able documents, ensuring 
no one is left out,” the dis-
trict magistrate added.

Earlier, the police and 
district administration had 
jointly organised special 
camps to issue duplicate 
copies of documents lost 
during the recent floods.

Under the scheme, each 
sanctioned project must 
not exceed a cost of Rs. 10 
lakhs. Among the projects 
that have been identified 
are the construction of 
small culverts, installation 
of solar street lights, cov-

ered drainage systems, mi-
nor repairs of local schools 
and ICDS centres, and road 
repairs.

A section of residents, 
however, has submitted 
proposals that exceed the 
budget limit. “WE have tak-
en due note of such propos-
als and have kept those for 
future consideration,” said 
an official.

Sources said that the 
state government is aim-
ing to complete all projects 
sanctioned through APAS by 
December 31 this year, that 
is, well ahead of the next 
year’s Assembly elections.

The accelerated imple-
mentation is expected to 
benefit Trinamool, the rul-
ing party, during the up-
coming polls.

In parallel, a detailed 
survey of flood-damaged 
houses is underway in the 
district.

Once completed, pro-
posals for reconstruction 
assistance will be sent to 
the state government for 
funding, thus enabling the 
affected residents to begin 
rebuilding their homes, said 
a source.

MI News Service, Asansol: 
The scam reportedly came 
to light after hundreds of 
depositors demonstrated in 
front of the house of Tahsin 
Ahmad, son of former Trin-
amool minority cell leader 
Shakil Ahmad, at Jahangir 
Colony in Asansol. 

The son of a former Tri-
namool Congress minority 
cell leader from Asansol has 
been accused of luring thou-
sands of investors with the 
promise of unusually high 
returns on their cash depos-
its and swindling them of 
"crores".

The scam reportedly 
came to light after hundreds 
of depositors demonstrat-
ed in front of the house of 
Tahsin Ahmad, son of for-
mer Trinamool minority cell 
leader Shakil Ahmad, at 
Jahangir Colony in Asansol 
on Wednesday. Some also 
lodged police complaints.

BJP leader Amit Malviya 
and leader of Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari highlighted 
the incident in their social 
media handles accusing Tri-

namool of looting the money 
from over 3,000 innocent 
people. Adhikari also de-
manded a probe by the En-
forcement Directorate, im-
mediate arrest of Tahsin and 
full repayment of the money 
to the victims.

Adhikari alleged on X that 
Tahsin collected over ₹350 
crore from people over the 
past 20 months through his 
unlicensed Ponzi company 
by promising them 14 per 
cent return against their de-
posit and later closed down 
his office on October 15 
without repaying the money.

As per complaints, Tahsin 
promised investors hefty 
monthly interest in exchange 
for investments in his ven-
tures. Initially, participants 
received some returns, but 
payments allegedly stopped 
after a few months, trigger-
ing widespread protests.

Angry depositors staged 
a demonstration out-
side Tahsin’s residence in 
Asansol, demanding their 
money back. Some investors 
have alleged that the scam 

could be worth as much as 
₹450 crore. The police were 
also unable to confirm the 
amount of the alleged scam.

Trinamool denied any as-
sociation with Tahsin.

"We have heard about an 
incident of money launder-
ing by Tahsin Ahmad. Some 
investors have lodged police 
complaints against him and 
the law will take its own 
course. But the BJP is trying 
to link the incident with our 
party. This is baseless. We 
don't know Tahsin Ahmad. 
He has no link with Trina-
mool Congress. His father 
was once our party's minori-
ty cell leader but now he has 
no portfolio," said Animesh 
Das, a Trinamool block pres-
ident in Asansol.

A retired BSF officer, who 
claims to be among the vic-
tims, said: “I initially invest-
ed ₹3 lakh and received good 
returns. Later, I put in ₹41 
lakh in total, but now nei-
ther my money nor interest 
is coming."

One of the depositors, 
Mousumi Dutta, who lodged 

a police complaint, said 
Tahsin used to take money 
from investors in the name 
of trading.

"I invested ₹19 lakh in 
his company in phases 
since May 2024. He paid 
me interest till February 
this year but after that he 
stopped," said Dutta.

The complainants said 
Tahsin gave them time till 
October to refund their 
money. "But when I, along 
with some investors, went 
to his house on October 18, 
Tahsin refused to return 
our money and misbehaved 
with us. He forced us to 
leave," said Dutta.

Tahsin and his father 
Shakil were not found at 
their Asansol residence.

Police said they have re-
ceived complaints and have 
started a probe.

In a social media post, 
which is not verified, on 
October 20, Tahsin admit-
ted collecting money and 
"apologised" for not repay-
ing the amount to the de-
positors.

MI News Service,  
Jalpaiguri: The Jalpaig-
uri district CPM took the 
initiative to celebrate Bhai 
Phota or Bhratri Dwitiya 
on Thursday in a flood-hit 
area in Dhupguri block, 
spending the day with flood 
victims.

In the Gadhearkuthi pan-
chayat area of Dhupguri 
block, which was ravaged 
by the devastating floods of 
October 5, many residents 
are still homeless and 
struggling to rebuild their 
lives. Amid such adversity, 
the initiative was taken by 
the CPM under the banner 
of “Amader Rannaghor", a 
community kitchen that the 
party has been running for 
the flood victims.

The residents of Hoglar-
tari village, most of whom 
have lost their homes, con-
gregated at the event. Bhai 
Phota was organised for 

people of all communities, 
cutting across caste and re-
ligious lines.

“Bhai Phota is not mere-
ly a festival of blood rela-
tions — it is now a symbol 
of human connection. The 
true reflection of harmony 
is when people stand be-
side one another in times 
of crisis. Our event was to 

disseminate the message 
of humanity that is beyond 
caste and religion,” said Pi-
jush Mishra, the Jalpaiguri 
district CPM secretary who 
was present at the function.

As part of the occasion, 
“Amader Rannaghor” also 
hosted a community lunch 
for around 500 people.

In Cooch Behar, a festival 

with a twist was witnessed 
on the bank of the Sagar-
dighi on Thursday. On 
Bhai Phota, brothers who 
applied the ritual mark on 
their sisters' foreheads.

The unique event, titled 
"Bon Phota Utsav", was 
held by         a local vol-
untary organisation named 
“Notun Suryodoy (New 
Sunrise)", on the western 
bank of the Sagardighi in 
front of the district magis-
trate’s office.

Since afternoon, the area 
was crowded with wom-
en — from passers-by to 
police personnel, students 
to working professionals — 
all of whom became “sis-
ters” for the day.

Members of the organi-
sation stepped forward to 
apply sandalwood paste 
“phota” on their foreheads 
and greeted them with 
sweets.

MI News Service, South 24 
Parganas: The arrest of Hal-
dar, 25, a resident of Uttar 
Chandrapur village in the 
Harwood Coastal point area 
of Kakdwip, has embar-
rassed the Bengal BJP, which 
on Wednesday had taken to 
social media handles and ac-
cused members of a particu-
lar community of desecrating 
the idol

Tension began to simmer 
in Kakdwip, South 24-Par-
ganas, two days after the al-
leged desecration of an idol 
of goddess Kali, as police 
arrested a villager, Narayan 
Haldar, for the act.

The arrest of Haldar, 25, a 
resident of Uttar Chandrapur 
village in the Harwood Coast-
al point area of Kakdwip, has 
embarrassed the Bengal BJP, 
which on Wednesday had 
taken to social media han-
dles and accused members 
of a particular community of 
desecrating the idol.

Taking to his X handle to 
describe the desecration, 
leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari on Wednes-
day wrote: “...Jehadis 
chopped off the head of Maa 
Kali and went off.”

The desecration, which 
occurred at a temple under 

Suryanagar Gram Pancha-
yat on Wednesday morning, 
triggered widespread an-
ger among locals. Villagers 
placed the damaged idol on 
NH12, blocking the highway.

Police officers tried to per-
suade the crowd to lift the 
blockade and to protect the 
sanctity of the deity, but re-
peated appeals failed. As tem-
pers flared, a section of pro-
testers began pelting stones, 
forcing the police to use mild 
force to disperse them and 
clear the road for ambulances 
and stranded vehicles.

A police officer said in face 
of protest, the idol was put 
inside a police van, which 
drew criticism from Adhikari. 
“In the end, Mamata Ban-
dopadhyay’s police took away 
Maa Kali in a prison van,” 
Adhikari wrote on X handle.

After the police managed 
to disperse protesters, they 
took the idol for immersion 
in the police van. The police 
later lodged two separate 
cases — one related to the 
desecration of the idol and 
another for obstruction on 
the highway.

On Thursday, Koteswara 
Rao, superintendent of po-
lice, Sundarbans police dis-
trict, briefed reporters about 

Haldar’s arrest.
Acting on local intelligence 

inputs, police soon identified 
Haldar as the person respon-
sible for the desecration.

“A team was sent to the 
area, and Narayan Haldar 
was arrested. During inter-
rogation, he confessed to his 
crime and apologised for his 
actions. He was found to be 
in an inebriated state at the 
time of the incident,” the 
SP said, repeating that “the 

sanctity of Maa Kali is of ut-
most importance to us.”

However, BJP leaders 
questioned the police version.

BJP leader Rahul Sinha 
said: “Investigation is still un-
derway and the police have 
made the arrested person a 
scapegoat. The desecration 
has been done by Trinamool 
supporters.”

The police have main-
tained that there was no 
communal angle and de-

scribed the incident as an 
individual’s act of vandalism 
committed under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

Additional forces have 
been deployed in the area to 
maintain peace and prevent 
any further disturbance.

Trinamool leader Kunal 
Ghosh attacked the BJP for 
trying to communalise and 
vitiate the atmosphere.

“BJP leaders tried to com-
munalise the heinous act of 
desecration of the idol. I have 
heard that the person who 
has been arrested is a mem-
ber of the Bharatiya Janata

Yuva Morcha.”
Taking to his social media 

handle, CPM leader Srijan 
Bhattacharya also attacked 
the BJP on the Kakdwip is-
sue.

Noting the arrest of Haldar 
for the desecration of the idol 
of goddess Kali, Bhattacha-
rya listed several instances 
when the BJP tried to allude 
such attacks on Hindu reli-
gious entities to a particular 
community “with the obvious 
intent to trigger riots”.

“This is why we ask peo-
ple to be cautious of the BJP. 
Hope, Hindu brothers and 
sisters will understand,” 
Bhattacharya wrote.

MI News Service,   
Kalyani: In two separate 
nocturnal operations in 
Nadia district, police from 
Hanskhali and Haringha-
ta police stations arrested 
three persons allegedly in 
possession of illegal fire-
arms and live ammuni-
tions. The recoveries were 
made during swift action 
based on source informa-
tion, police said.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
team from Hanskhali Po-
lice Station intercepted 
two suspects, Shubhajit 
Sarkar alias Vicky, a res-
ident of Bagula College 
Para, and Laltu Sarkar of 
Bagula Durgapur, both un-
der Hanskhali PS limits, 
at Bagula Rail Colony on 
Thursday night.

During a frisking opera-
tion, officers recovered one 
improvised country-made 
7 mm pistol along with one 
live round of 7 mm ammu-
nition from their exclusive 
possession. Both accused 
were immediately taken 
into custody, and the fire-
arm and ammunition were 
seized following due legal 
procedure.

Police sources con-
firmed that a specific case 

has been registered at 
Hanskhali PS under rele-
vant sections of the Arms 
Act. The arrested individ-
uals were produced be-
fore the Learned Court on 
Friday with a prayer for 
police remand to facilitate 
further investigation into 
the source and intended 
use of the weapon.

In a separate operation 
on October 23, Haringhata 
Police acted upon intelli-
gence inputs about a sus-
picious individual bran-
dishing a weapon near a 
Hote at Birohi, under Har-
inghata PS jurisdiction in 
Nadia.

The police team raided 

the spot and apprehend-
ed Mahida Siddharthsinh 
Vikramsinh (31 years), a 
resident of Jiraj Park, Ve-
jalpur, under Vasna PS, 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Upon 
search, he was found in ex-
clusive possession of one 
improvised firearm and 
two 7 mm live cartridges.

A specific case was initi-
ated at Haringhata PS, and 
the accused was arrested 
and produced before the 
Court with a prayer for 
police custody. The investi-
gation is continuing to de-
termine possible interstate 
links and the source of the 
seized arms and ammuni-
tion.

MI News Service, 
Deoghar: Tata Tea Agni Leaf 
has launched limited-edition 
festive packs inspired by 
Bihar's 800-year-old Tiku-
li art form for Chhath Puja. 
The packs depict rituals of 
NahayKhay, Kharna, Sand-
hyaArghya, and UshaAr-
ghya, blending Tikuli motifs 
with Mithila painting. The 
campaign, directed by Pad-
ma Shri awardee Ashok 
Kumar Biswas, celebrates 
Bihar's cultural heritage and 
strengthens the brand's con-
nection with consumers.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Mohammad 
Akhtar Khan has been ap-
pointed General Secretary 
of the South Kolkata Trina-
mool Congress Trade Union. 
He has been associated with 
the Trinamool Congress for 
several years. He also super-
vised the work of the trade 
union, under his leadership 
the problems of the workers 
were resolved and they got 
their due rights.

MI News Service,  
Jalpaiguri: The scars of 
the October 5 floods haven’t 
healed yet for Raju Mahali, 
a casual worker at the Ba-
mandanga-Tondu tea estate 
in the Nagrakata block of 
Jalpaiguri.

Nearly three weeks later, 
Raju is still homeless. And he 
is now living with his family 
in a school building in fear of 
animal as diverse as a leop-
ard and a python.

The flash flood that oc-
curred on October 5 com-
pletely swept away Raju’s 
hutment that was in the 
Beech Line area of the gar-
den.

With no means left after 
the disaster, Raju, along with 
his wife Kunti and their two 
children, took shelter in the 
primary school of the gar-
den.

As Raju cannot afford to 
rebuild his house just as yet, 
the schoolroom has now be-
come their makeshift relief 
camp.

However, the family is 
petrified of leopard and py-
thon intrusions on the school 
premises.

While others affected by 
the flood have returned to 
their homes, Raju’s fami-
ly has nowhere to go. With 
schools scheduled to reopen 
after the Durga Puja holi-
days, the family is also un-
certain about their future 
shelter.
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20 passengers burnt alive as Bengaluru-
bound bus catches fire near Kurnool

US claims India 'scaling back' Russian 
oil purchases at Trump's request

Voting for four Rajya  Sabha seats in J-K 

Low-pressure over Bay of Bengal
likely to intensify into cyclone

From PG 1
area is anticipated to form
over the southeast and ad-
joining east-central Bay of
Bengal on 28 October 2025.
Thunderstorm activity, in-
cluding lightning, is expected
to be particularly intense in
specific areas. The IMD
stated, "Thunderstorm with
lightning likely over Konkan &
Goa, Marathawada and Mad-
hya Maharashtra during next
5 days and over Gujarat Re-
gion during 27th and 28th
and Saurashtra & Kutch dur-
ing 28th -29th October, ac-
cording to the Met
department." Along with
thunderstorms, heavy rainfall
is forecast for Tamil Nadu on
27–28 October and again
from 29–30 October, with
Lakshadweep likely to be af-
fected on 29 October, and
Kerala and Mahe from 29– 30
October. North Interior Kar-
nataka is also expected to re-
ceive substantial rain from

29–30 October. Telangana is
predicted to experience heavy
rainfall from 28 to 29 October
and again on 30 October.
Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Yanam, and Rayalaseema are
also in line for significant rain-
fall between 28–29 October
and on 30 October. The rain-
fall could impact road and rail
transport, as well as agricul-
tural activities, particularly in
areas where water-logged
fields may threaten crop
health. Further, the IMD's
forecast highlights that South
Interior Karnataka may see
heavy rainfall on 29 October,
and Coastal Karnataka on 29
and 29 October. Isolated very
heavy rainfall is also likely
over South Interior Kar-
nataka on 28 October, over
Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Yanam, and Rayalaseema on
28, 29, and 30 October, and
over Kerala, Mahe, and
Coastal Karnataka on 29 and
30 October.
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decision to impose 50 per cent tariffs on Indian goods. Leav-
itt said  Tump is increasingly frustrated with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin for showing "not enough interest or
action" in moving toward a peace settlement. The two lead-
ers were expected to meet later this year, but the meeting
has now been postponed indefinitely after Moscow rejected
a US ceasefire proposal.

"The President has always maintained that he would
implement sanctions on Russia when he felt it was appro-
priate and necessary. Yesterday was that day," Leavitt said.
"He’s long expressed his frustration with Vladimir Putin and
both sides of this war. He feels, unfortunately, that on the
Russian side, as of late, he has not seen enough interest or
action in moving the ball forward towards peace." Despite
the setback, Leavitt stressed that a Trump–Putin meeting
remains a possibility. "A meeting between these two leaders
is not completely off the table. The President and the entire
administration hope that it can happen again one day. But
we want to make sure that there’s a tangible positive out-
come out of that meeting and that it’s a good use of the
President’s time," she said. In Moscow, President Putin ac-
cused the US of using economic pressure as a tool. "These
tactics will fail," Putin said, calling the sanctions as an "un-
friendly move" that would not improve relations between
Washington and Moscow. He stated the measures would
have "little effect" on Russia’s economy, saying, "No self-re-
specting country ever does anything under pressure".
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dragged underneath with its
fuel cap open, triggering the
blaze.  "19 bodies have so far
been retrieved from the
charred bus and the biker’s
body is in the mortuary,"
Kurnool Range DIG Koya
Praveen  informed.  He said
a complete picture of casual-
ties and survivors would
emerge only after a thorough
investigation and identifica-
tion of all the victims in the
accident. Under the impact
of the accident as well as  the
blaze, the only door of the
bus got jammed forcing the
passengers to remain inside
even when the vehicle was
in a flame. The bus was com-
pletely destroyed within min-
utes, the police said. District
Collector A Siri said alto-
gether  41 people were trav-
elling in the ill-fated bus,
including the driver. Of them,
21 have been rescued and
hospitalised with some of
them suffering from severe
burn injuries, she said
adding that most of the pas-
sengers were the residents of
Hyderabad. Meanwhile, a
team of experts has reached
the spot to collect DNA sam-

ples of the charred bodies.
According to DIG  Praveen,
the Road Traffic Association
of Andhra Pradesh  has been
asked to take stringent ac-
tion against all bus operators
in the state if they fail to
adopt necessary safety
measures and do not use
proper materials to prevent
similar tragic incidents in fu-
ture.The DIG noted that no
fire extinguisher was kept in
the ill-fated bus, proving its
lapses in taking adequate
safety measures at the time
of  emergency during travel.
Andhra Pradesh Chief min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu
also expressed shock over
the incident. He said he had
spoken to the District Collec-
tor and SP. The injured per-
sons were receiving
treatment. "I am shocked to
learn about the devastating
bus fire accident near
Chinna Tekur village in
Kurnool district. My heartfelt
condolences go out to the
families of those who have
lost their loved ones. Gov-
ernment will extend all pos-
sible support to the injured
and affected families," he
said in a social media post.  

NDAwillbreak
allelectoral
records in Bihar
next month, 
asserts PM 

SUCI(C) activists staged a protest at the Superintendent’s office and Police Outpost at SSKM Hospital on Friday, con-
demning the abuse of minors and demanding safety for doctors, nurses, and patients at hospitals, in Kolkata on Friday.

Congress protesters gathered outside SSKM Hospital on Friday, demanding justice and stricter security measures for
women after the recent alleged molestation incident inside the hospital premises, in Kolkata.

State Health Dept
Seeks Detailed Report
on SSKM Incident

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal Health De-
partment has called for a
detailed report from SSKM
Hospital following the al-
leged molestation of a 15-
year-old girl inside the
hospital premises. Concerns
have been raised over how
the accused man-
aged to access the
Trauma Care Unit
and carry out the act.
The department has
asked the hospital’s
Medical Superinten-
dent-cum-Vice Prin-
cipal (MSVP) to
submit a comprehen-
sive report within 72
hours. According to
sources, the minor
had visited SSKM
Hospital on Wednesday
along with her family. It is
alleged that Amit Mallick, a
temporary employee of NRS
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, took the girl into the
washroom of the Trauma
Care Unit and molested her.
The incident came to light
after a doctor lodged a for-
mal complaint with the po-
lice, following which Mallick
was arrested. A case has
been registered against him
under the Protection of Chil-

dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. Investigations
revealed that the accused
had previously worked at
SSKM Hospital and was re-
portedly familiar with its
layout and departments.
Some hospital staff claimed
that Amit used to be seen in

the cardiology department
and was involved in mediat-
ing or “dalali” activities, act-
ing as an intermediary to
help patients gain appoint-
ments or access to services.
On the day of the incident,
he allegedly posed as a doc-
tor to gain the trust of the
minor before taking her to
the Trauma Care Unit
washroom, where the al-
leged assault occurred.  The
incident has raised serious
concerns about hospital se-

curity, particularly how a
former contractual em-
ployee could move freely
within a sensitive depart-
ment. Officials are now ex-
amining the hospital’s
access control measures
and the lapses that allowed
such a breach.

According to
sources, the State
Health Secretary
has taken personal
interest in the case
and is closely mon-
itoring the investi-
gation. The MSVP
has been in-
structed to submit
a detailed account
of the incident, in-
cluding how the
accused accessed

the ward, security lapses,
and steps taken to prevent
such incidents in the future.
The shocking case has
drawn public attention to
the urgent need for stricter
monitoring and security
protocols in state-run hospi-
tals to ensure patient safety,
especially for vulnerable in-
dividuals. The Health De-
partment has emphasized
that appropriate action will
be taken based on the find-
ings of the report.

Patton receives
CSR award

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Patton International Limited
has been awarded the Ro-
tary National CSR Award
(Eastern Region) in the
Water, Sanitation, and Hy-
giene (Large Category) for its
impactful community initia-
tives. PreeyamBudhia, Pres-
ident of Patton Group,
received the award, recog-
nising efforts in providing
clean water, empowering
rural women and children,
and promoting hygiene. In-
novative projects like the
Water-on-Wheels Roller
Tank, Contactless Safe
Handwash Stations, and
Rainwater Harvesting
demonstrate Patton’s com-
mitment to sustainable de-
velopment, aligning with UN
SDGs on clean water, gender
equality, health, and climate
action. Partnering with
schools, hospitals, and gov-
ernment bodies, Patton con-
tinues to create lasting
societal impact.
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leaders are out on bail, and
now they are trying to steal
the 'Jannayak' title of
Bharat Ratna Karpoori
Thakur," PM  Modi said.
"Bihar is the land of a ge-
nius like Aryabhatta. Its
people cannot repose their
trust in the RJD-Congress
combine, which had de-
stroyed the rule of law. Kid-
napping and extortion had
flourished like a business.
The worst sufferers of 'jun-
gle raj' were our mothers
and sisters and those from
the weaker sections", al-
leged  THE Prime minister.
"Also, under the RJD rule, a
dozen-and-a-half districts of
Bihar were dominated by
Maoist insurgency. Hun-
dreds of people were mur-
dered, and people were
afraid of stepping out of
their homes. When I came
to power in 2014, I pledged
to bring Maoism to an end.
With utmost humility and
satisfaction, I can say that
we have broken the back-
bone of Maoism. Soon, the
country will be free of the
menace. This is Modi's guar-
antee", the Prime minister
asserted. PM Modi also said,
"In the last assembly polls in
Gujarat, where the party has
been in power for 30 years,
all previous records were
broken. Similar was the case
in Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra and Haryana. 

Temporary Bridge Over Balason
River Restores Connectivity

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has fulfilled her
promise as a temporary
bridge has been constructed
over the Balason River at
Dudhia in Mirik. Reports in-
dicate that the bridge will
soon be operational, mak-
ing travel between Siliguri
and Mirik easier once again.
The move has brought relief
to both tourists and local
residents. Northern Bengal
was recently hit by heavy
rains and flash floods
caused by a low-pressure
system. Multiple areas from
Mirik in Darjeeling were af-
fected by landslides, and the
Dudhia Bridge over the Bal-
ason River collapsed. The
bridge was a crucial link for
commuting between Siliguri
and Mirik. Its destruction
severely disrupted the re-
gion’s transportation net-
work. In response, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
after visiting the affected
areas, directed that a tem-
porary bridge be con-
structed immediately.
Following her instruction,
construction of the tempo-
rary bridge began promptly
and was completed within
two weeks. Earlier this
month, the Balason River
bridge at Mirik had col-
lapsed due to the disaster,

initially cutting off road con-
nectivity between Siliguri
and Mirik. Gradually, as
landslides were cleared in
Darjeeling and other dis-
tricts of northern Bengal,
alternate routes enabled
partial restoration of travel.
However, the detour routes
were time-consuming and
expensive, causing difficul-
ties for both tourists and
local residents. Now, a pos-
itive development has ar-
rived for commuters.
Following the Chief Minis-
ter’s directive, work on the
temporary Dudhia Bridge
began in full swing from Oc-
tober 10. 
Constructed using pipes,
boulders, and other materi-
als, the bridge was com-
pleted in just two weeks.
Administrative sources re-
port that it will be opened to
traffic from Monday. Mean-
while, the Army is also
working on constructing a
Bailey bridge in the area.
Local residents have long
demanded the rebuilding of
the Dudhia Bridge, and the
state government has ap-
proved the construction of a
new concrete bridge beside
the old structure, allocating
₹51.37 crore for the project.
The new bridge is expected
to be completed by July 
next year. 

Guv Summons Six
Prospective V-Cs 

to Raj Bhavan
MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Governor and
Chancellor of State Univer-
sities, C.V. Ananda Bose,
has summoned six prospec-
tive vice-chancellors to Raj
Bhavan on October 27 at 5
p.m. The meeting has trig-
gered intense speculation
that the Governor may hand
over their formal appoint-
ment letters during the ses-
sion. These six candidates
have been shortlisted for
appointment as permanent
vice-chancellors of different
state universities, but none
of them has yet received
their appointment letters.
The move comes amid a
prolonged standoff between
Raj Bhavan and the state
government over the
process of university ap-
pointments. Recently, a
Supreme Court-appointed
committee had finalized the
names of eight candidates
to serve as permanent vice-
chancellors in various state
universities. However, Gov-
ernor Bose raised objec-
tions to two of the names —
Arnab Sen, nominated for
Raiganj University, and Om
Prakash Mishra, selected
for the University of North
Bengal. Despite these objec-
tions, the Governor ap-
proved the remaining six
names, paving the way for
their appointments. As per
the committee’s recommen-
dations, Professor Ashutosh
Ghosh is set to be appointed
as the permanent Vice-

Chancellor of the University
of Calcutta, while Professor
Chiranjib Bhattacharya
from the Department of
Chemical Engineering will
take charge at Jadavpur
University. Professor Ashis
Bhattacharya has been se-
lected for GourBanga Uni-
versity, Professor UdayBand
opadhyay for KaziNazrul
University, Professor Chan-
dradeepa Ghosh for Sadhu
Ramchand University, and
Professor Abu Taleb for
Biswa Bangla University. All
six of these selected candi-
dates have been invited to
Raj Bhavan on Monday. No-
tably, Om Prakash Mishra
and Arnab Sen, whose
names were contested by
the Governor, have not been
called. For several months,
most state universities in
West Bengal have been func-
tioning without permanent
vice-chancellors, with in-
terim arrangements in place.
The Governor’s latest move
has therefore drawn atten-
tion and speculation that the
long-awaited appointments
might finally be formalized.
Political observers suggest
that if the appointment let-
ters are indeed issued on
Monday, it could mark a
turning point in the ongoing
tussle between the state gov-
ernment and Raj Bhavan
over control of university ad-
ministration. All eyes are
now on Monday evening,
when the Governor’s next
move will be revealed.

Youth Found Dead
Inside Park Street
Hotel Room, Police
Suspect Murder
MI News Service, Kolkata: A
mysterious death has sent
shockwaves through central
Kolkata after a decomposed
body of an unidentified
youth was recovered from a
hotel room near Park Street
on Friday. The body was
found stuffed inside the box
bed of a room at a hotel on
Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road.
According to police sources,
the cause of death remains
unclear, though initial in-
vestigations suggest that the
youth might have been
murdered. The body has
been sent for post-mortem
examination, and officials
stated that only after receiv-
ing the autopsy report will
the exact cause of death be
determined. Hotel authori-
ties informed police that the
youth had checked into the
hotel on October 22 along
with a few companions.
However, the booking was
not made in his name. After
spending some time to-
gether, his companions re-
portedly left the room. The
youth, however, was not
seen again after that day.

When hotel staff failed
to get any response from
the room for over a day,
they became suspicious. On
Friday morning, a foul smell
started emanating from the
room. When the staff
opened the door, they were
met with an unbearable
stench. Upon checking be-
neath the box bed, they
were horrified to discover
the decomposed body of the
youth. The police were im-
mediately informed and ar-
rived at the scene to recover
the body. 
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Oberoi and 28 to Dar, matching the BJP’s total of 28. Unless
cross-voting occurs within the ruling bloc, analysts say the
BJP’s chances of clinching a seat remain slim. Polling will
continue until 4 pm, with results expected by the evening.
The election is seen as a crucial moment for Jammu and
Kashmir’s political landscape, restoring its representation in
the Rajya Sabh  after years of constitutional and administra-
tive transitions since 2019.

West Bengal Gears Up for Special
Intensive Revision of Electoral Rolls
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal Election
Commission has issued di-
rectives to all district au-
thorities to prepare for the
imminent launch of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls. Following
a recent meeting with the
National Election Commis-
sion, the state’s Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) has
urged district officials to
complete all pending tasks
and begin preparations im-
mediately. Started Friday,
the CEO’s office will remain
operational 24 hours a day
to manage the SIR process
efficiently. All personnel in-
volved in the SIR exercise
are required to be present
at their offices at all times.
District Election Officers
(DEOs) and Electoral Regis-
tration Officers (EROs) must
establish help desks in their
offices to assist citizens with
SIR-related activities. Once
the SIR is officially an-
nounced, an all-party meet-
ing will be convened at the
state level, followed by sim-
ilar meetings in each dis-

trict, organized by the re-
spective District Magis-
trates. Discussions and
decisions from these meet-
ings are to be promptly
shared with the Election
Commission. Special provi-
sions have been outlined for
migrant workers during the
SIR process. Urban help
desks will be set up to facil-
itate registration and re-
lated services for migrant
laborers and other workers
coming from different
states. Additionally, each
district is required to form
teams responsible for trans-
lating materials into Bengali
to ensure accessibility for
local residents. Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) will receive
a seven-day window for
training immediately after
the SIR announcement.
Continuous coordination
will be maintained between
Additional Chief Electoral
Officers and district election
officials, while Joint Elec-
toral Officers will liaise with
Electoral Registration Offi-
cers to monitor progress
and resolve any issues. 
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Name Change
I, Poonam Kumari (Old Name) W/o
Sunil Sinha D/o Dinesh Prasad
Singh Residing at Boinchtala, Pra-
gati Maidan, District- Kolkata, Pin -
700105, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Punam Sinha
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 56/2025 Dated 24-10-2025.
Poonam Kumari (Old Name) and
Punam Sinha (New Name) both are
same and one identical person. Name Change

I, (Old Name) SK RAHUL S/o- SEKH
ANSUR Residing at,  Vill- Nagrai,
Post- Koklamari, Ps - Pukhuria,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732208, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from SK
RAHUL To   SEKH RAHUL (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name)  SEKH
RAHUL in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On
14 Oct 2025,  SEKH RAHUL and SK
RAHUL both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Arjina Bibi (old name) D/o Late
Kalachand Sarkar, residing at Sekh &
Sipai Para Khelarampur, Usthi, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas, Pin- 743503,
WEST BENGAL, INDIA have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Arjina Sipai (new name) as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated  on
24/10/2025. Arjina Sipai (new name)
and Arjina Bibi (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, RESHMA PARVEEN  (old name)
W/o IZHAR KARIM @ IZHAR , D/o
ABDUL QAYUM residing at Prem-
ises No. 14, Tanti Bagan Lane, PO-
Entally,, PS-Beniapukur, KOLKATA
- 700014, West Bengal, INDIA have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as RESHMA PAR-
WEEN (new name) as declared
Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated  on
24/10/2025. RESHMA PARWEEN
(new name) and RESHMA
PARVEEN (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Dakshaya Kotangle (old name) S/o
Ajay Kotangale, resident of IIFT
Kolkata, Hostel Room No W-603,
1583, Chowbaga, Canal Side Road,
Madurdaha, Kolkata- 700107, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Dakshaya Ajay Kotangale
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 17/10/2025. Dakshaya
Ajay Kotangale (new name) and
Dakshaya Kotangle (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Laeque (old name) S/o
Abdul Quadir, resident of 185/1, Park
Street, Circus Avenue, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Mohammed
Laeeque (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 24/10/2025.
Mohammed Laeeque (new name) and
Mohammed Laeque (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Samsad Begum W/o Late Sk Ladla
and D/o Late Shaikh Rahim, residing
at 38/2/2B, Mominpur Road, P.O.- Kid-
derpore, Kolkata-700023, West Ben-
gal, INDIA I have changed my
husband name Mohammad Ladla
(husband old name) to (he shall hence-
forth be known as) Sk Ladla (husband
new name) as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated  on 24/10/2025. Sk Ladla
and Mohammad Ladla both are same
and identical person (my husband).

Name Change
I, Nirmal Anthony Gomes (old
name) S/o Joakim Gomes, residing
at 47/44, Rambhadra Chak Krish-
nanagar, Hazra Para, Kolkata-
700104, West Bengal, INDIA have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nirmal Gomes
(new name) as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated  on 24/10/2025. Nirmal
Gomes (new name) and Nirmal An-
thony Gomes (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Sameeruddin (Old Name)
S/O Sk Saijuddin, residing at Vill-
Gobra, P.O.- Gobra, P.S.- Ramnagar,
East Medinipur, Pin- 721441,West
Bengal, INDIA,  have changed my
name to (shall henceforth be known
as) Sk Sameeruddin (New Name)
vide an affidavit sworn before Notary
public at Kolkata on 23/10/2025. Sk
Sameeruddin (New Name) and
Shaikh Sameeruddin (Old Name)
both are same identical person.

Name Change
I, Lucy Benedict D Costa (old name)
W/o Benedict Dcosta, residing at
143/147, Picnic Garden Road, P.O. &
P.S.- Tiljala, Kolkata- 700039, West
Bengal, INDIA have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Lucy Dcosta (new name) as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated  on
24/10/2025. Lucy Dcosta (new name)
and Lucy Benedict D Costa (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sridhar Chandra Chakraborty &
Sribar Chakraborty (old names) S/o
Ganesh Chandra Chakraborty, resid-
ing at AA 1/2 Deshbandhu Nagar, P.S.-
Baguiati, Bidhannagar, Dist.- North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700059, West Bengal,
INDIA have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as  Sridhar
Chakraborty (new name) as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated  on 24/10/2025.
Sridhar Chakraborty (new name) and
Sridhar Chandra Chakraborty &
Sribar Chakraborty (old names) all
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shibani Debnath (old name) D/o
Haripada Debnath, residing at
Promila Bhaban Saheb Bagan, P.O. &
P.S.- Chandannagore, Pin- 712136,
West Bengal, INDIA have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sibani Debnath (new
name) as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated  on 24/10/2025. Sibani
Debnath (new name) and Shibani
Debnath (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SK ANSUR S/o- SELIM
SEKH Residing at,  Vill- Ramjan
Khapada( Natun Nagharia),  Post-
Nagharia, Ps - Englishbazar, Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732208, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from SK ANSUR
To   SEKH ANSUR (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name)  SEKH ANSUR in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn be-
fore the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 14 Oct 2025,
SEKH ANSUR and SK ANSUR both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD KHAIRUL ALAM
BISWAS S/o- ABU BAKKAR BISWAS
Residing at,  Vill- Kashipur,  Post- Ka-
shipur, Ps - Rejinagar, Dist- Murshid-
abad, Pin- 742189, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed my
name from MD KHAIRUL ALAM
BISWAS To   KHAIRUL ALAM BISWAS
(New name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name)  KHAIRUL
ALAM BISWAS in all purpose Vide an
affidavit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On 14
Oct 2025,  KHAIRUL ALAM BISWAS
and MD KHAIRUL ALAM BISWAS both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) GOLASANARA BIBI &
MST GULSONARA KHATUN W/o-
NABIN SEKH Residing at,  Vill-
Kurchipota Lane,  Post- Krishnagar,
Ps - Kotwali, Dist- Nadia, Pin-
741101, West Bengal. Do hearby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from GOLASANARA BIBI & MST
GULSONARA KHATUN To   GUL-
SONARA BIBI (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New name)
GULSONARA BIBI in all purpose Vide
an affidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 14 Oct 2025,  GULSONARA BIBI
BISWAS and GOLASANARA BIBI &
MST GULSONARA KHATUN both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sangita Joshi (old name) W/o
Pawan Kumar Joshi, residing at BL-
4, FLT-3K, Space Town, Raghunath-
pur, Airport, Kolkata- 700052, WEST
BENGAL, INDIA have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sangita Devi Joshi (new name) as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated  on
24/10/2025. Sangita Devi Joshi (new
name) and Sangita Joshi (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Prakash Bansal (old name) S/o Late
Satya Narayan Agarwal, residing at
37, Park Lane, Park Street, Kolkata-
700016, WEST BENGAL, INDIA have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Prakash Agarwal
(new name) as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated  on 17/10/2025.
Prakash Agarwal (new name) and
Prakash Bansal (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Bineeta Haldar  (Old Name) D/O
Late Kartick Pada Chatterjee  & W/O
Satyabrata Haldar residing at 13/3
Chanditala Lane , PS & PO Regent
Park , Kolkata 700040 West Bengal
have changed name and shall hence-
forth be known as  Bineeta Chatter-
jee Haldar (New Name) as declare
before the Notary Public, Kolkata
vide affidavit dated 17/10/2025.and
henceforth Bineeta Haldar & Bineeta
Haldar Chatterjee and Bineeta Chat-
terjee Haldar (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Saijuddin S/O Late Sk Tamijud-
din, residing at Vill- Gobra, P.O.-
Gobra, P.S.- Ramnagar, East Me-
dinipur, Pin- 721441,West Bengal,
INDIA, I have changed my son name
Shaikh Sahiruddin (Son old name) to
(he shall henceforth be known as) Sk
Sahiruddin (Son New Name) vide an
affidavit sworn before Notary public
at Kolkata on 24/10/2025. Sk Sahirud-
din and Shaikh Sahiruddin both are
same identical person (My Son).

Name Change
I, TUSHAR DHARA (old name) son of
GOURHARI DHARA, residing at VILL-
PASCHIM THAKURANICHAK, P.O-
THAKURANICHAK, P.S-KHANAKUL,
DIST-HOOGHLY, 712613, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
TUSHAR KANTI DHARA (new name),
as declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
24/10/2025. TUSHAR KANTI
DHARA(new name) and TUSHAR
DHARA (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kayam Sarder (Old Name) S/o Late
Jhulu Sarder Residing at Vill - Beta,
P.o - Sinhet, P.s - Dadpur, District-
Hooghly, Pin - 712305, West Bengal
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Kayam
Sardar (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 54/2025 Dated 24-10-
2025. Kayam Sarder (Old Name) and
Kayam Sardar (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjay Singh (Old Name) S/o Lalta
Prasad Residing at 4, Satanapur, P.o -
Satanapur, P.s - Kadipur, District - Sul-
tanpur, Pin - 228145, Uttar Pradesh,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Sanjay
Kumar Singh (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 24-10-2025. Sanjay
Singh  (Old Name) and Sanjay Kumar
Singh (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Subid Sheikh (Old Name) S/o Bakkar
Residing at Vill - Jafarpur, P.o - Ja-
farpur, P.s - Falta, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 743513, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Sheikh
Subid Ali (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide af-
fidavit  Dated 24-10-2025. Subid
Sheikh  (Old Name) and Sheikh Subid
Ali (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ambiya Bibi (Old Name) W/o Sheikh
Subid Ali Residing at Vill - Jafarpur,
P.o - Jafarpur, P.s - Falta, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743513,
West Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be Known
as Sheikh Ambiya Bibi (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit  Dated 24-10-
2025. Ambiya Bibi  (Old Name) and
Sheikh Ambiya Bibi (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Taj Ansari (Old Name) S/o Safi
Ansari Residing at Balrampur, P.o -
Rangadih, District - Purulia, Pin -
723143 West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Taj Ansari (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit  Dated 24-
10-2025. Md Taj Ansari  (Old Name)
and Taj Ansari (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rinku Saha (Old Name) S/o
Hrishikesha Saha Residing at Vtc -
Dighra, P.o - Dighra, District- Nadia,
Pin - 741222, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Rinku Kumar Saha
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 53/2025 Dated 24-10-2025. Rinku
Saha (Old Name) and Rinku Kumar
Saha (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Lopamudra Chowdhury (Old Name)
W/o Late Mohit Lal Chowdhury Resid-
ing at Ganapatipur, Basirhat, P.o+P.s -
Basirhat, Basirhat (M), District- North
24 Parganas, Pin - 743411, West Ben-
gal India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Lopamu-
dra Banerjee Chowdhury (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 55/2025 Dated
24-10-2025. Lopamudra Chowdhury
(Old Name) and Lopamudra Banerjee
Chowdhury (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Amzad Molla alias Amjad Molla
(Old Name) S/o Abdul Hamid Molla
Residing at Pandua, District -
Hooghly, Pin - 712149 West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Know as Amjad
Ali Molla (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 52/2025 Dated 24-10-
2025. Amzad  Molla, Amjad Molla
(Old Name) and Amjad Ali Molla
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ALIBUKS SK S/o-
CHAMATKAR SK Residing at,  Vill-
Lalnagar,  Post- Mollapara, Ps - Hari-
harpara, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742165, West Bengal. Do hearby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from ALIBUKS SK To   ALI BOX SK
(New name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name)  ALI BOX SK in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 14 Oct 2025,
ALI BOX SK and ALIBUKS SK both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SULEKHA KHATOON W/o-
ALI BOX SK Residing at,  Vill- Lalnagar,
Post- Mollapara, Ps - Hariharpara, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742165, West Ben-
gal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from SULEKHA
KHATOON To   SULEKHA BIBI (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name)  SULEKHA BIBI in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 14 Oct 2025,  SULEKHA
BIBI and SULEKHA KHATOON both are
Same and one identical person.

Control Rooms Enable Real-Time Coordi-
nation Across the Country Regarding Status
of Every Station, Requirement for Additional
Trains, and Other Operational Needs: Ash-
wini Vaishnaw

Shri Ravneet Singh Bittu Visits Ambala
Cantt Station and Inspects Special Festive
Season Arrangements by Indian Railways

1,205 Special Trains Over Next Four Days
to Manage Chhath Festival Rush; 2,220 Spe-
cial Trains for Bihar in October and Novem-
ber 2025

Indian Railways Provides Immediate As-
sistance to Passenger in Labour at New
Delhi Railway Station, Ensuring Safe Trans-
fer to Hospital

Passengers Praise Railways’ Special
Arrangements for a Smooth Travel Experi-
ence During Festive Rush
MI News Service, New Delhi, 24 Oct.25 :
Union Minister for Railways, Information &
Broadcasting, and Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, vis-
ited the War Room at the Railway Board in
New Delhi today and reviewed passenger
movement during the festive season. Shri
Vaishnaw said War rooms have been set up
at the Division, Zone, and Railway Board
levels. He said the Board receives live feeds
from all locations. He added that mini con-
trol rooms have also been established at
major stations. This monitoring system en-
ables real-time coordination across the
country regarding the status of every sta-
tion, the requirement for additional trains,
and other operational needs.
The Union Minister said that holding and
waiting areas have ensured systematic entry
of passengers at stations, adding that

around 10,700 reserved and 3,000 unre-
served trains have been deployed to manage
the festive rush. He said that the exact num-
ber of special trains required is determined
through data analysis of the past two years,
which is fed into a model to assess the de-
mand for each destination. Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the first peak in passen-
ger surge was observed between October 17
and 20, with the highest footfall on the 18th
and 19th, while a second peak is expected
between October 22 and 24.
A permanent holding area at New Delhi Sta-
tion now offers great convenience to passen-
gers, with a capacity for over 7,000 people,
150 toilets for men and 150 toilets for
women, automatic ticket vending machines,
ticket counters, and free RO water, the
Union Minister added.

EShri Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of
State for Railways and Food Processing
Industries visited Ambala Cantt Railway
Station and inspected the special arrange-
ments made by Indian Railways during
the festive season.

Union Minister Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Reviews Festive Season Pas-
senger Movement at Railway Board War Room; Highlights Nationwide

Real-Time Coordination and Mini Control Rooms at Major Stations

Holding Areas, large num-
ber of ticket counters are
being provided at major
stations to facilitate return
journey passengers
MI News Service, New
Delhi, 24 Oct.25 : Indian
Railways is ensuring a
smooth and comfortable
festive journey for passen-
gers by operating over
12,000 special trains across
the country. To manage the
massive festive rush, hold-
ing areas equipped with all
passenger amenities have
been set up at major sta-
tions such as New Delhi,
Anand Vihar Terminal,
Udhna, Pune, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, and others. Railway
staff are working round the
clock to guide passengers,
maintain order, and ensure
that everyone reaches home
safely to celebrate the festi-
vals with their loved ones.

Now Railway is gearing
up for the safe and com-
fortable return journey of
passengers after the
Chhath Puja festivities. For
the period of 28th October
till November, 6181 special
trains have been notified to
facilitate passengers re-
turning to their workplaces
after festival season. 

Additional coaches are
also being attached to existing
services to accommodate in-
creased demand. Weather
proof holding areas are being
created at major stations to

manage large passenger in-
flows and provide convenient
waiting facilities before train
departures. Some of the sta-
tions where holding areas are
being established include
Patna, Danapur, Rajendra
Nagar Terminal, Saharsa,
Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur,
Gaya, Samastipur, Barauni etc.
in Bihar and Gorakhpur, Ballia
and Banaras in Uttar Pradesh.

In addition to this addi-
tional Automatic Ticket
Vending Machines (ATVMs),
Passenger Reservation Sys-
tem (PRS) counters, and mo-
bile unreserved ticketing
(m-UTS) facilities have been
made available to make
travel more convenient for
passengers.  To maintain
smooth operations, Railway
Protection Force (RPF) has
been deployed in adequate
numbers for safety and reg-
ulation. Passenger assistance
booths, information coun-
ters, queue management sys-
tems and public
announcement systems have

been strengthened. Cleanli-
ness, lighting, and sanitation
facilities are being closely
monitored at all major sta-
tions. Dedicated war rooms
at the Railway Board, Zonal,
and Divisional levels are
functioning round-the-clock
to monitor and coordinate
operations, ensuring real-
time responses to any pas-
senger requirements.

At stations like Patna,
Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga,
Gaya, Saharsa, etc. 24x7
medical booths have been set
up to address any passenger
health emergencies. In coor-
dination with the State Gov-
ernment, Fire Brigade, and
Ambulance services are also
kept in readiness to ensure
prompt medical assistance
and safety management. In-
dian Railways remains com-
mitted to providing safe,
reliable, and comfortable
travel for all passengers and
continues to serve the nation
with dedication and care
during this festive season.

Railway Gears Up for Smooth Return Journey of Passengers After Chhath Puja

Khagaria Station Holding Area

Special Trains And En-
hanced Crowd Manage-
ment Measures
Chhath Sangeet playing

at different stations
MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 : To ensure 
the smooth and safe travel
of lakhs of passengers
heading to their home-
towns for the Chhath 
Festival, Eastern Railway
has undertaken extensive
arrangements and played
a crucial role in managing
the festive rush. A total 
of 1,300 trips of Festival
Special trains are being
operated from key stations
such as Howrah, Sealdah,
Kolkata, Asansol, and
Malda Town, connecting
major destinations includ-
ing Khatipura, Udhna, 
Jaynagar, Patna, Lucknow,
Gandhidham, Gorakhpur,
New Delhi, Raxaul, 
and Anand Vihar, among
others.

During this ongoing
Chhath festive period, a sig-
nificant passenger rush has
been observed at major sta-
tions under Eastern Rail-
way. To facilitate smooth
boarding and dispersal, sev-
eral proactive steps have
been taken for passenger
convenience and safety.

Temporary holding
areas have been created at
Sealdah, Howrah, Asansol,
Jasidih, and Bhagalpur
stations. These designated
zones help regulate pas-
senger movement and pre-
vent overcrowding on
platforms by allowing pas-
sengers to board trains in
an orderly manner.

o create a festive at-
mosphere, traditional
Chhath songs are being
played across station
premises, filling the air
with joy and enthusiasm as
passengers embark on
their journeys with excite-
ment.

Additional Arrange-
ments by Eastern Railway:

Ambulances de-
ployed at key stations to
meet any emergency re-
quirements.

Nominated officers
deployed daily for on-
ground supervision of
crowd management and
passenger assistance.

CCTV surveillance for
continuous monitoring and
prompt response to any
situation.

War Rooms set up at
divisional levels for 24×7
monitoring and coordina-
tion.

Mobile ticketing sys-
tems arranged to reduce
queues at booking coun-
ters.

Enhanced RPF de-
ployment at all major sta-
tions to ensure passenger
safety and maintain order.

RPF personnel actively
assisting passengers, man-
aging crowds, and guiding
them to board Chhath Spe-
cial trains smoothly.

Eastern Railway re-
mains committed to provid-
ing a safe, comfortable, and
seamless travel experience
for all passengers during
the festive season, ensuring
that every traveller reaches
their destination with con-
venience and joy.

Eastern Railway Ensures Smooth Travel
For Passengers During Chhath Festival

MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 :The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) of
Eastern Railway continues
its vigilant efforts to en-
sure security and prevent
unlawful activities across
the railway network.
Under the ongoing drive
“Operation Satark”, aimed
at curbing the smuggling
and transportation of ille-
gal goods and cash
through railway premises,
RPF personnel have once
again demonstrated exem-
plary alertness and effi-
ciency.

On 22.10.2025, the
RPF team of Howrah Divi-
sion, Eastern Railway, act-
ing on specific intelligence,
apprehended one person
at the Sorting Yard RRI
Cabin between Howrah
and Liluah Railway Sta-
tions. During the opera-
tion, the team recovered
liquid cash amounting to
₹21,99,600/-. The appre-
hended persons failed to
provide valid documents
against the liquid cash.
The recovered amount
handed over to the Income
Tax Department, Kolkata
for further legal action.

Excellent Work By RPF, Howrah: 
Recovery Of A Huge Amount Of 

CASH UNDER “OPERATION SATARK”

MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 : Due to low de-
mand of passengers,
09082 Bhagalpur – Udhna
special (journey commenc-
ing on 24.10.2025 and
25.10.2025) will remain
cancelled.

Cancellation Of  Bhagalpur
– Udhna Special

MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 :The Swachhata
Abhiyan Campaign 2025,
launched nationwide, is
being observed with great
enthusiasm across the
Eastern Railway’s Sealdah
Division. The campaign,
running from August 1 to
October 31, 2025, aims to
promote cleanliness, hy-
giene, and environmental
sustainability throughout
the railway network.

Today, on October 24,
2025, the Environment &
Housekeeping Management
Department of Sealdah Di-
vision organized a series of
activities under the ongoing
Swachhata Abhiyan at vari-
ous stations including Chak-
daha, Naihati, Kolkata, and
Dum Dum Junction.

Mass awareness pro-
grammes and intensive
cleanliness drives were
conducted to educate pas-
sengers and railway staff

about the importance of
maintaining cleanliness
and sustainability. These ef-
forts sought to ensure a
cleaner and more hygienic
environment across station
premises and passenger
areas.

An Amrit Samvaad (In-
teractive Session) with pas-
sengers was also organized
at Kolkata Station, where
passengers actively partici-
pated in discussions on

cleanliness initiatives and
shared valuable feedback
and suggestions for further
improvement.

The Swachhata 
Abhiyan campaign held 
on October 24, 2025, re-
flected the collective spirit
and dedication of the Envi-
ronment & Housekeeping
Management Department
of Sealdah Division, in col-
laboration with other de-
partments.

Swachhata Abhiyan Activities Conducted Across Sealdah Division

MI News Service, New Delhi: State-owned
NHAI said it will deploy Network Survey
Vehicles (NSV) in 23 states covering
20,933 km for the collection, processing
and analysis of road inventory and pave-
ment condition data of National Highway
stretches to enhance the riding experi-
ence of commuters.

According to an official statement, the
data collected through NSV surveys will

highlight deficiencies in road conditions,
prompting NHAI to take corrective meas-
ures for better upkeep of National High-
ways.

Data collected through NSV survey
will be uploaded on NHAI’s AI-based por-
tal Data Lake, where it will be analysed by
a dedicated team of experts at NHAI to
transform data into knowledge and sub-
sequent actionable insights, it added.

NHAI to deploy survey vehicles in 23 states

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Munich: European
conglomerate Thyssenk-
rupp is in intensive talks
with Naveen Jindal-pro-
moted Jindal Steel Interna-
tional over the Indian
group’s interest in its steel
business, the German con-
glomerate’s CEO said, call-
ing it a “good cooperation”
but signalling that the dis-
cussions could take a while.

Jindal Steel Interna-
tional last month made an
indicative bid for Thyssenk-
rupp Steel Europe (TKSE),
Europe’s second-largest
steelmaker, to strengthen
its foothold on the conti-
nent, in what could result
in a sale of the business
that has long been sought
by German management.

“Talks are ongoing —
very intensively,” CEO
Miguel Lopez told Reuters
at the Frankfurt stock ex-
change, where he was at-
tending the stock market
debut of the TKMS naval
vessels unit, which was
spun off from Thyssenk-
rupp.

“We’ll see what out-
come we’ll have over the

next few months,” he said,
adding it was Thyssenk-
rupp’s goal to restructure
steel and thoroughly assess
the offer by Jindal, which
brings with it investment
commitments for a major
green steel site.

The sale of the steel
unit remains the most crit-
ical part of Lopez’s restruc-
turing agenda for the
storied German firm, as
several efforts to divest the
business have failed in re-
cent years - mostly because
of substantial pension lia-
bilities tied to it. As a result
of the Jindal offer,
Thyssenkrupp and Czech
billionaire Daniel Kretinsky
ended long-standing talks
over a 50:50 steel joint 
venture. In the past, Tata
Steel, which has close to 
10 million tonne capacity
(installed and upcoming)
spread across Port Talbot
in the UK and Ijmuiden 
in Netherlands, wanted 
to merge the European
business with TKSE. How-
ever, the plan ran into a
regulatory huddle leading
to parties walking away
from the deal.

Euro steel unit: Jindal Steel in talks with Thyssenkrupp 

MI News Service, Dhaka:Bangladesh's Foreign Affairs Ad-
viser M Touhid Hossain said only one agreement inked
with India during the Sheikh Hasina regime has been can-
celled, rejecting claims made by another adviser that 10
such bilateral pacts have been terminated.

"A list that has emerged is not correct," Hossain told a
media briefing at the foreign ministry, referring to the list
circulated on social media that claimed 10 agreements
with India have been cancelled.

Hossain, a former foreign secretary, said that only one
agreement - a deal to purchase tugboats from India - has
been cancelled. "After assessment, we found the project
was not beneficial for Bangladesh,” he told reporters.

The decision to cancel the tugboat procurement deal
was taken following mutual understanding between
Dhaka and New Delhi, the state-run BSS news agency
quoted him as saying.

He also said that the government is currently review-
ing the Adani power purchase agreement and some other
projects being implemented under India’s Line of Credit.

His comments came a day after local government ad-
viser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan claimed that the in-
terim government cancelled 10 agreements signed with
India during Hasina’s regime.

Hossain declined to comment on Bhuiyan's remarks,
which first appeared on his verified Facebook account on
Monday. "I do not want to comment on that remark. Per-
haps, he could have avoided doing it. The list that has
emerged is not correct," he said.

BANGLADESH cancels tugboats purchase from INDIA

MI News Service, New
York: Meta has an-
nounced new anti-scam
features and awareness
initiatives, including
safety tools and tips to
protect users, particu-
larly senior citizens from
cyber fraud and online
scams, as the social
media giant stepped up
efforts to help people
stay safe online.

Meta said on What-
sApp, it is launching
warnings when users at-
tempt to share their
screens with an unknown
contact during a video
call. Meta cautioned that
scammers may pressure
their targets to share
their screen to trick peo-
ple into giving away sen-
sitive information,
including bank details or

verification codes, and
added, "With this new
tool we're giving users
more context to spot and
avoid scams." On Mes-
senger, Meta said it is
testing more advanced
scam detection in chats,
that will warn users on
receipt of a "potentially
scammy message".

"When this is enabled
and a new contact sends
a potentially scammy
message, users will be
warned and given an op-
tion to send recent chat
messages for AI scam re-
view," it said. If a poten-
tial scam is detected,
users will get more infor-
mation on common
scams, and actions will
be suggested, including
blocking or reporting the
suspicious account.

Meta launches safety features to
protect users from online scams
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Telangana govt announces 
Rs 5 lakh ex-gratia for kin of 

Kurnool bus fire victims

Indian Railways Gears Up for Smooth Return Journey of Passengers 
After Chhath Puja; 6,181Special Trains Notified to Facilitate Passengers

Indian Railways has started 
playing devotional Chhath 
songs at railway stations

Metro Railway observed 
Foundation Day

Howrah Division Organises “Special Campaign 5.0” and 
“Amrit Sambad” under Swachh Rail Swachh Bharat Mission

MI News Service, Hyderabad:   
The government of Telanga-
na has announced an ex-gra-
tia payment of Rs five lakh to 
the next of kin of each those 
from the state who died in a 
massive fire in a tourist bus 

in Kurnool district of neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh  
early on Friday morning.

As per the directives of 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, each of those in-
jured in the accident would 
also be provided with a 
financial assistance of Rs 
two lakh, state Transport 
Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar said.

The government would 
also take steps to provide 
advanced medical care to 
the injured, Prabhakar said 
in a post on X.

MI News Service, 24 Oct, 
2025,  Kolkata:   In connec-
tion with Tramway type Over 
Head Equipment work at Seal-
dah station, 150 minutes (from 
00:45 hrs. to 03:15 hrs.), Traf-
fic Block has been planned on 
25/26.10.2025. Consequently,  
31542 Shantipur – Sealdah lo-
cal will be short terminated at 
Barrackpore on 25.10.2025 
(Saturday) and 31511 Sealdah 
– Shantipur local will be short 
originated from Barrackpore on 
26.10.2025 (Sunday).

MI News Service, 24 Oct, 
2025,  Kolkata:   Running spe-
cial trains on the occasion of 
Chhath Puja holds significant 
benefits for passengers. The 
special trains will cater to in-
creased travel demand, offering 
more convenient and efficient 
transportation options for peo-
ple wanting to celebrate. These 
initiatives contribute to a sense 
of national unity and celebration 
during Chhath Puja.  Keeping in 
the view   to clear extra rush of 
passengers, Railway has decided 
to run one unreserved special 
train between Sealdah & Ballia.

03181 Sealdah – Ballia unre-
served special  will leave Seal-
dah at 10:05 hrs. on 25.10.2025 
to reach Ballia at 04:00 hrs. on 
the next day and 03182 Ballia 
– Sealdah unreserved special 
will leave Ballia at 07:00 hrs. on 
26.10.2025  to reach Sealdah at 
01:30 hrs. on the next day. The 
train will stop at Naihati, Ban-
del, Barddhaman, Panagarh,  
Durgapur, Andal,  Asansol, Chit-
taranjan, Madhupur, Jasidih and 
Simultala  stations over Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction  enroute in 
both directions.

MI News Service, 24 Oct,2025,  
Kolkata:   Railway has decided 
to withdrawal of stoppages fol-
lowing four (4) pair of mail/ex-
press trains at Bidhnanagar Road 
with effect from 27.10.2025:
1) 13153 Sealdah – Malda Town 
Gour Express (journey com-
mencing on 27.10.2025)
2) 13154 Malda Town – Sealdah 
Gour Express (journey com-
mencing on 26.10.2025)
3) 13147 Sealdah – Bamanhat 
Uttarbanga Express (journey 
commencing on 27.10.2025)
4) 13148 Bamanhat – Sealdah 
Uttarbanga Express (journey 
commencing on 26.10.2025)
5) 13149 Sealdah – Alipurduar 
Kanchankanya Express (journey 
commencing on 27.10.2025)
6) 13150 Alipurduar – Sealdah 
Kanchankanya Express (journey 
commencing on 26.10.2025)
7) 13185 Sealdah – Jayanagar 
Gangasagar Express (journey 
commencing on 27.10.2025)
8) 13186 Jayanagar – Sealdah 
Gangasagar Express (journey 
commencing on 26.10.2025)

MI News Service, 24 Oct 
2025, New Delhi:   Indi-
an Railways is ensuring a 
smooth and comfortable fes-
tive journey for passengers by 
operating over12,000 special 
trains across the country. To 
manage the massive festive 
rush, holding areas equipped 
withall passenger amenities 
have been set up at major 
stations such as New Delhi, 
Anand Vihar Terminal,Udh-
na, Pune, Mumbai, Bengalu-
ru, and others. Railway staff 
are working round the clock 
to guidepassengers, maintain 
order, and ensure that every-
one reaches home safely to 
celebrate the festivals with-
their loved ones. More than 
900 special train trips are 
taking place in the next three 
days across thecountry to 
clear the festival rush.

Railway is now gearing 
up for the safe and com-
fortable return journey of 
passengers after the Ch-
hath Pujafestivities. For 
the period of 28th October 
till November, 6181 special 
trains have been notified 
tofacilitate passengers re-
turning to their workplaces 
after festival season. 

Around 30 stations in 

Bihar are gearing up for 
the festive rush with hold-
ing areas, additional ticket-
counters, CCTV surveillance, 
and other passenger-friendly 
arrangements. Additional 
coaches are alsobeing at-
tached to existing services to 
accommodate increased de-
mand. Weather proof hold-
ing areas arebeing created 
at major stations to manage 
large passenger inflows and 
provide convenient waiting-
facilities before train depar-
tures. Some of the stations 
where holding areas are be-
ing established includePatna, 
Danapur, Rajendra Nagar 
Terminal, Saharsa, Dar-
bhanga, Muzaffarpur, Gaya, 
Samastipur, Baraunietc. in 
Bihar and Gorakhpur, Bal-
lia and Banaras in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

In addition to this addition-
al Automatic Ticket Vending 
Machines (ATVMs), Passen-
ger ReservationSystem (PRS) 
counters, and mobile un-
reserved ticketing (m-UTS) 
facilities have been made 
available tomake travel more 
convenient for passengers. 

On the auspicious occasion 
of Chhath Puja, Indian Rail-
ways has also started play-

ing Chhath songs atrailway 
stations. This initiative aims 
to connect passengers with 
the festive spirit and make 
their journeymore pleasant. 
At major stations like Patna, 
Danapur, Hajipur, Bhagal-
pur, Jamalpur, Sonpur, New 
Delhi,Ghaziabad, and Anand 
Vihar Terminal, these songs 
allow passengers to experi-
ence the essence of homeand 
culture, infusing their jour-
ney with devotion and joy. 

To maintain smooth op-
erations, Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) has been de-
ployed in adequate numbers-
for safety and regulation. 
Passenger assistance booths, 
information counters, queue 
management systemsand 
public announcement sys-
tems have been strength-
ened. Cleanliness, lighting, 
and sanitation facilitiesare 
being closely monitored at 
all major stations. Dedicat-
ed war rooms at the Railway 
Board, Zonal, andDivisional 
levels are functioning round-
the-clock to monitor and 
coordinate operations, en-
suring real-timeresponses to 
any passenger requirements. 

At stations like Patna, Mu-
zaffarpur, Darbhanga, Gaya, 

Saharsa, etc. 24x7 medi-
cal booths have been set 
upto address any passenger 
health emergencies. In coor-
dination with the State Gov-
ernment, Fire Brigade,and 
Ambulance services are also 
kept in readiness to ensure 
prompt medical assistance 
and safetymanagement.

Indian Railways, through 
careful planning, improved 
passenger services, and a 
strong emphasis onconve-
nience and care, is dedicated 
to providing a seamless trav-
el experience.

A passenger travelling 
from Guwahati to Bihar for 
Chhath Puja with her family 
expressed gratitude toIndian 
Railways for operating spe-
cial trains, enabling passen-
gers to celebrate this import-
ant festival withtheir loved 
ones. 

Highlighting Indian Rail-
ways’ commitment to pas-
senger care, at Howrah 
Railway Station, the staff 
wentthe extra mile to assist a 
disabled passenger. The pas-
senger expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to IndianRailways 
for their support. 

A passenger praised the 
amenities at Badshahnagar 

Railway Station, noting the 
helpfulness of the railway-
staff and the availability of 
modern facilities in the wait-
ing hall. Similarly, another 
passenger at SiddharthNagar 
Railway Station appreciated 
the station’s cleanliness, the 
availability of clean drinking 
water, andother modern con-
veniences, including easily 
accessible charging ports in 
the waiting area. 

A passenger at SMVT Ben-
galuru, expressed apprecia-
tion for the ongoing special 
trains, noting thatpassen-
gers are enjoying the avail-
able facilities and thanking 
Indian Railways for the 
service. Similarly,another 
passenger at Agra Rail-
way Station, travelling to 
Gwalior, commended the 
punctuality of the trainsand 
thanked Indian Railways 
for providing a seamless 
travel experience. 

Indian Railways is active-
ly working to debunk fake 
videos and misinformation 
circulating online through-
its official X handle, “Rail-
way Fact Check.” Recently, 
the initiative clarified a 
viral claim that twopassen-
gers died after falling from 

the Karmabhoomi Express 
from Mumbai to Bihar. The 
claim was false,as the inci-
dent actually occurred due 
to trespassing between Nasik 
and Odha, and the individu-
als involvedwere not on the 
train. 

Indian Railways remains 
committed to providing safe, 
reliable, and comfortable 
travel for all passengersand 
continues to serve the na-
tion with dedication and care 
during this festive season.

MI News Service, 24 Oct 2025 
New Delhi:  On the auspicious 
occasion of Chhath Puja, Indi-
an Railways has started play-
ing devotional Chhath songs 
at railway stations. The aim 
of this initiative is to connect 
passengers with the festive 
spirit and make their jour-
neys more pleasant. During 
Chhath Puja, these devotional 
songs being played at stations 
are creating a serene and sa-
cred atmosphere for devo-
tees. At major stations such 
as Patna, Danapur, Hajipur, 
Bhagalpur, Jamalpur, Son-
pur, New Delhi, Ghaziabad, 
and Anand Vihar Terminal, 
passengers are experiencing 
the warmth of their home and 
culture through these mel-

odies, filling their journeys 
with devotion and joy.

The Railway administra-
tion has also made special 
arrangements for passenger 
convenience. Holding areas 
have been set up at major 
stations where travellers can 
comfortably wait for their 
trains. In addition, strict se-
curity measures have been 
implemented, including the 
deployment of RPF person-
nel and continuous CCTV 
surveillance. Through this 
initiative, passengers are 
not only experiencing great-
er comfort but also feeling 
the spiritual sanctity and 
rich cultural essence of Ch-
hath Puja within the railway 
station premises.

MI News Service, 24 Oct 
2025 Kolkata:  Metro Rail-
way observed its 41st Foun-
dation Day today, on 24th 
October 2025, commem-
orating India’s first Metro 
service between Esplanade 
and Bhowanipore (Netaji 
Bhawan) in 1984. In a spe-
cial programme organised 
at New Esplanade Metro 
Station, Shri Subhransu 
Mishra, General Manag-
er, Metro Railway, high-
lighted the achievements, 
explained the network ex-
pansion programme, and 
reiterated Metro Railways' 
commitment as an envi-
ronment-friendly, com-
fortable, punctual, and 

cost-effective transportation 
provider.

Congratulating Kolkata 
Metro for completing 41 
years of glorious service 
to the Nation, Shri Ashoke 
Viswanathan, eminent film 
director, fondly remembering 
his experience, said Metro is 
deeply connected with Kolk-
ata and its culture, and paved 
the way for Metro connectivi-
ty in other parts of India.

A magic show was orga-
nized to spread the message 
of commuters' participation 
in keeping the Metro prem-
ises clean, and encouraging 
commuters to use Smart 
Cards instead of paper tick-
ets and tokens.

MI News Service, 24 Oct 2025 
Kolkata:  Under the visionary ini-
tiative of the Ministry of Railways 
towards ensuring cleanliness, 
transparency, and public engage-
ment, Howrah Division of Eastern 
Railway has actively conducted var-
ious activities as part of the ongoing 
“Special Campaign 5.0” and “Amrit 
Sambad” programmes.

As part of the campaign, senior 
railway officials and staff of Howrah 
Division interacted with passengers 
and frontline railway employees at 
Bolpur Station under the “Amrit 
Sambad” initiative. The interaction 
focused on improving passenger 
amenities, enhancing cleanliness 
standards, and gathering feed-
back on railway services to further 
strengthen the bond between pas-
sengers and Indian Railways.

Simultaneously, intensive clean-
liness drives and awareness activi-
ties were carried out at multiple lo-
cations including Rampurhat Colony, 
Azimganj Station, Bolpur Station, 
Kamarkundu Station, Magra Sta-
tion, Adi Saptagram Station, Bandel 

Station and Burdwan Colony. These 
drives were conducted under the 
theme “Swachh Rail Swachh Bharat”, 
reaffirming the commitment of the 
Railways towards maintaining a clean 
and hygienic environment across sta-
tions, colonies, and railway premises.

During these drives, special focus 
was laid on:

Cleanliness of platforms, waiting 
halls, and circulating areas

Proper waste segregation and dis-
posal

Plantation drives and beautifica-
tion of station premises

Sensitization of passengers and 
staff about cleanliness and environ-
mental responsibility. The campaign 
also highlighted the importance of 
citizen participation and railway em-
ployees’ dedication in transforming 
railway stations into clean, green, and 
passenger-friendly spaces.

Howrah Division remains com-
mitted to upholding the ideals of the 
Swachh Bharat Mission, continuously 
striving to enhance cleanliness, ser-
vice quality, and passenger satisfac-
tion across its network.

Maintenance work at 
Sealdah station

Unreserved spl train  to run 
between Sealdah & Ballia

Withdrawal of stoppage of four 
pair mail/express trains at 
Bidhannagar road station

Ministry of Finance
Department of Financial Services
Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001

	 Applications are invited from eligible and willing candidates for the post of 
Chairperson at Debts Recovery Appellate Tribunal, Allahabad and Kolkata which will fall 
vacant on 18.02.2026 and 03.03.2026 respectively. Selection will be made under the 
provisions of the Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021 and Tribunal (Conditions of Service) Rules, 
2021 as amended from time to time.

	 For details, candidates may visit the Department's website at URL. https:// 
financialservices.gov.in/beta/en/vacancies. The last date of receipt of application is 08th 

December, 2025.

(S.D Sharma)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

New Delhi, dated 25th October, 2025
CBC 15415/11/0007/2526
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Tokyo,Japan : Diseases of the
bones and joints are becoming
more common among today's eld-
erly.

For example, roughly 12 mil-
lion people in Japan suffer from
osteoporosis, a condition that
causes substantial bone weakness
and fragility.

Understanding the basic
processes that maintain bone and
joint tissue is a critical first step
toward developing effective treat-
ments for these diseases.

Osteoclasts are a type of cell
that plays a crucial role in bone
maintenance. These cells absorb
and break down old or broken
bones, letting the body reuse key
elements such as calcium and
creating space for new bones.

As one may assume, many
bone diseases develop when
osteoclasts do not perform their
functions adequately. Scientists
are exploring the processes that
control the proliferation and dif-
ferentiation of precursor cells into
osteoclasts.

Interestingly, in a study pub-
lished in 2020, researchers from
Tokyo University of Science (TUS)
led by Professor TadayoshiHayata
revealed that the cytoplasmic
polyadenylation element-binding
protein 4 (Cpeb4) protein is essen-
tial in osteoclast differentiation.

They also discovered that this
protein, which regulates the sta-
bility and translation of messen-
ger RNA (mRNA) molecules, was
transported into specific struc-
tures within the nucleus of the cell
when osteoclast differentiation
was induced. However, just how
this relocation occurs and what
Cpeb4 exactly does within these

nuclear structures remains a
mystery. Now, in a recent study
published in the Journal of
Cellular Physiology, Prof. Hayata
and Yasuhiro Arasaki from TUS
tackled these knowledge gaps.

Motivated by the intricate and
complex process of osteoclast dif-
ferentiation, they sought to more
thoroughly understand how the
"life cycle" of mRNA, i.e., mRNA
metabolism, is involved.

First, the researchers intro-
duced strategic modifications to
Cpeb4 proteins and performed a
series of experiments in cell cul-
tures.

They found that the localiza-
tion of Cpbe4 in the abovemen-
tioned nuclear bodies occurred
owing to its ability to bind to RNA
molecules. Afterwards, seeking to
understand the role of Cpeb4 in
the nucleus, the researchers
demonstrated that Cpeb4 co-
localized with certain mRNA
splicing factors. These proteins
are involved in the process of
mRNA splicing, which is a key
step in mRNA metabolism. Put
simply, it enables a cell to produce
diverse mature mRNA molecules
(and eventually proteins) from a
single gene.

Through RNA sequencing and
gene analysis in Cpeb4-depleted
cells, they found that Cpeb4 alters
the expression of multiple genes
associated with splicing events in
freshly differentiated osteoclasts.
Finally, through further experi-
ments, the researchers revealed
that Cpeb4 only altered the splic-
ing patterns of Id2 mRNA, an
important protein known to regu-
late osteoclast differentiation and
development.

Los Angeles [US] : During pregnancy, a
woman's immune system undergoes con-
siderable changes, but experts still don't
fully understand the underlying mecha-
nisms. A recent study illustrates how gut
bacteria may play a role.

According to a publication published in
mSystems, changes in cytokine levels--
immune system proteins involved in inflam-
mation--during pregnancy may be connect-
ed to particular changes in the mother's gut
microbiome as well as plasma and faecal
metabolites.

"To the best of our knowledge, these
associations were first explored in our
study," said first author Ting Huang, MD,
from the First Affiliated Hospital of Jinan
University in Guangzhou, China.

Pregnancy brings a raft of changes,
including fluctuations in hormones,
changes to a woman's body structure, and
variations in the immune system. Previous
studies have identified changes to the gut
microbiome that can occur during pregnan-
cy; they have also suggested that those
changes may influence physiological
processes in the mother through metabo-
lites. Disturbances in the microbiota, for
example, have been connected to the pro-
motion of preeclampsia, a dangerous preg-
nancy complication characterized by high
blood pressure. However, it remains
unclear how alterations in the gut microbio-
ta during pregnancy affect maternal immu-
nity. To investigate these connections, the
researchers at the First Affiliated Hospital
of Jinan University compared the gut micro-
biota, metabolite profiles and immune sys-
tem status of 30 healthy pregnant women to
15 healthy women who weren't pregnant.

All the women in the study were between
18 and 34 years old.

Faecal and blood samples were collected
from the pregnant women during or after
the 37th week of pregnancy, and samples
from non-pregnant women were collected
on the 14th day of the menstrual cycle.
Analyses of the faecal samples showed that

Firmicutes was the most dominant phylum
of bacteria in both groups of women.
However, Bacteroidota bacteria accounted
for a smaller relative share of the microbial
population in pregnant women than in non-
pregnant women. Pregnant women also
showed a higher relative abundance of both
Actinobacteriota and Proteobacteria, com-

pared to non-pregnant women. The
researchers similarly found a distinct differ-
ence in the cytokine levels in the 2 groups.
Pregnant women had lower levels of
cytokines that promote inflammation, and
they showed higher levels of cytokines that
act against inflammation. These results
suggest that the immune system may be
suppressed during pregnancy, the authors
noted. The researchers then identified hun-
dreds of metabolites found in the plasma
and faecal samples. They found that each
group--pregnant and non-pregnant
women--had its distinct collection of
metabolites or metabolomes. Notably, many
of those metabolites were connected to bile
acid secretion and metabolism, and bile
acids have previously been tied to inflam-
mation. In further analyses, they found that
some enriched metabolites in pregnant
women were associated with lower levels of
pro-inflammatory cytokines. Similarly,
some of the depleted metabolites are asso-
ciated with increases in pro-inflammatory
cytokines. Finally, the group identified a
total of 46 connections among microbes,
metabolites and cytokines. They found that
some microbes enriched in pregnant
women, for example, may inhibit an
immune response by inhibiting pro-inflam-
matory metabolites. Overall, Huang said,
the results support the idea that gut
microbes interact with host metabolites to
change cytokine levels in the blood.

However, Huang cautioned that the
study doesn't establish causation. In addi-
tion, the small sample size may amplify
errors arising from individual differences,
and the design of the study doesn't account
for confounding factors, such as diet. 

Washington DC : Researchers
at the University of Queensland
have demonstrated the vital role
that saturated fatty acids play in
the brain's storage of memories.

A new cure for neurodegener-
ative illnesses may now be possi-
ble, thanks to research conducted
by Dr Isaac Akefe of the
Queensland Brain Institute at the
University of Queensland. He has
also discovered the genes that
underlie the process of memory
creation. The findings were pub-
lished in the EMBO Journal.

"We've shown previously that
levels of saturated fatty acids
increase in the brain during neu-
ronal communication, but we did-
n't know what was causing these
changes," DrAkefe said."Now for

the first time, we've identified
alterations in the brain's fatty acid
landscape when the neurons
encode a memory. "An enzyme
called Phospholipase A1 (PLA1)
interacts with another protein at
the synapse called STXBP1 to
form saturated fatty acids." The
brain is the body's fattiest organ,
with fatty compounds called lipids
making up 60 per cent of its
weight. Fatty acids are the build-
ing blocks of a class of lipids
called phospholipids. The work
done in Professor Frederic
Meunier's laboratory has shown
that STXBP1 controls the target-
ing of the PLA1 enzyme, coordi-
nating the release of fatty acids
and directing communication at
the synapses in the brain."Human

mutations in the PLA1 and
STXBP1 genes reduce free fatty
acid levels and promote neurolog-
ical disorders," Professor Meunier
said. "To determine the impor-
tance of free fatty acids in memo-
ry formation, we used mouse
models where the PLA1 gene was
removed. We tracked the onset
and progression of neurological
and cognitive decline throughout
their lives. We saw that even
before their memories became
impaired, their saturated free
fatty acid levels were significantly
lower than control mice. This
indicates that this PLA1 enzyme,
and the fatty acids it releases, play
a key role in memory acquisition."

The research has important
implications for understanding of
how memories are formed.

"Our findings indicate that
manipulating this memory acqui-
sition pathway has exciting poten-
tial as a treatment for neurode-
generative diseases, such as
Alzheimer's," Professor Meunier
said. The research team acknowl-
edges the contributions of PhD
candidates Saber Abd Elkader
from the Australian Institute for
Bioengineering and
Nanotechnology, and Benjamin
Matthews from the Queensland
Brain Institute.

This is a collaborative study
with the University of New South
Wales, University of Strasbourg,
University of Bordeaux, the Scripp
Research Institute and the Baylor
College of Medicine.

Washington DC [US] : People
who have had cancer frequently
feel persistent pain, but a new
study suggests that staying physi-
cally active may help reduce its
intensity.

The study is published by
Wiley online in CANCER, a peer-
reviewed journal of the American
Cancer Society.

Although physical activity has
been shown to lessen various
types of pain, its effects on cancer-
related pain are unclear. To inves-
tigate, a team led by senior author
Erika Rees-Punia, PhD, MPH, of
the American Cancer Society, and
first author Christopher T.V.
Swain, PhD, of the University of
Melbourne, in Australia, analyzed
information pertaining to 51,439
adults without a history of cancer
and 10,651 adults with a past
cancer diagnosis. Participants
were asked, "How would you rate
your pain on average," with
responses ranging from 0 (no
pain) to 10 (worst pain imagina-
ble). Participants were also asked
about their usual physical activity.

U.S. guidelines recommend

150 minutes (2 hours 30 minutes)
to 300 minutes (5 hours) a week
of moderate-intensity, or 75 min-
utes (1 hour 15 minutes) to 150
minutes (2 hours 30 minutes) a
week of vigorous-intensity aerobic
physical activity.

Based on participants'
responses, the investigators found
that, for individuals who had can-
cer in the past as well as for those
without a history of cancer, more
physical activity was linked with
lower pain intensity. The extent of
the association was similar for
both groups of individuals, indi-
cating that exercise may reduce
cancer-related pain just as it does
for other types of pain that have
been studied in the past. Among
participants with a past cancer
diagnosis, those exceeding physi-
cal activity guidelines were 16%
less likely to report moderate-to-
severe pain compared to those
who failed to meet physical activ-
ity guidelines. Also, compared
with people who remained inac-
tive, those who were consistently
active or became active in older
adulthood reported less pain.

Zurich [Switzerland] : Chronic
stress has a wide-ranging impact
on our bodies. Many stress-relat-
ed mental disorders, including
depression, are associated with
immune system abnormalities.
However, the basic mechanisms
dictating how these changes
affect the brain are largely
unknown.

Enzyme from immune cells in
the blood affects nerves in the
brain

An international research
team led by the University of
Zurich (UZH), and the University
Hospital of Psychiatry Zurich
(PUK) and the Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai, New
York, has now uncovered a novel
mechanism. "We were able to
show that stress increases the
amount of the matrix metallopro-
teinase-8 (MMP-8), an enzyme in
the blood of mice. The same
changes were found in patients
with depression," says first
author FlurinCathomas. MMP-8
travels from the blood to the
brain, where it alters the func-
tioning of certain neurons. In the
affected mice, this leads to behav-
ioral changes: they withdraw and
avoid social contact.

Potential for new treatments
for depression

According to Cathomas, the
findings are novel in two
respects: "Firstly, they indicate a
new 'body-mind mechanism',
which might be relevant not only
for stress-related mental illness,
but also for other diseases that
affect both the immune and nerv-
ous systems." And secondly, says
the psychiatrist, identification of
the specific MMP-8 protein could
be a potential starting point to
develop new treatments for
depression.

Changes to brain extracellular
matrix

The researchers were able to
use animal models to show that
stress increases the migration of
a specific type of white blood cells
called monocytes into the vascu-
lar system of the brain, particu-
larly into the reward center
regions. These monocytes pro-

duce MMP-8. MMP-8 is involved
in the restructuring and regula-
tion of the net-like frame that sur-
rounds neurons in the brain -
called the extracellular matrix.
"If MMP-8 penetrates the brain
tissue from the blood, it changes
the matrix structure and thus dis-
rupts the functioning of the neu-
rons. Mice who are affected by
this process display changes in
behavior that are similar to those
seen in humans with depression,"
says FlurinCathomas.

In order to prove that MMP-8
was really responsible for the
behavioural changes, the
researchers removed the MMP-8
gene from some of the mice.
Compared to the control mice,
these animals did not display
stress-related negative behav-
ioral changes. "Blood analyses of
patients with depression indicate
that the findings from the mouse
models are also relevant for
humans: both the monocytes and
MMP-8 were increased in the
blood of people with depression
in comparison to healthy partici-
pants."

Clinical studies with
patients planned

Many more studies are needed
before the results can be imple-
mented in clinical practice.
Nevertheless, says Cathomas,
"our work once again demon-
strates the importance of the
interaction between the immune
system and the brain in the devel-
opment of psychiatric disorders.
These insights are already being
incorporated into psychiatric
treatment today." On the PUK's
special ward for integrative care
led by Cathomas, the clinicians
take a holistic mind-body
approach based on the latest sci-
entific findings when treating
their patients. The research team
is now planning clinical studies to
investigate the extent to which
the immune system can be influ-
enced by stimulating certain
areas of the brain. They will also
look at whether any changes in
the immune system cells of
depressive patients influence
their behaviour.

Los Angeles [US] : Bariatric surgery is more ben-
eficial than blood pressure medication in lowering
hypertension rates, or high blood pressure, in per-
sons who are obese and have uncontrolled high
blood pressure, according to a study published in the
Journal of the American College of
Cardiology.

People who had bariatric surgery
had a lower BMI and were on
fewer drugs after five years
while maintaining normal
blood pressure levels than
those who solely used antihy-
pertensive medications.

According to the CDC, the
U.S. obesity and hyperten-
sion rates in adults are 41.9
per cent and 45.4 per cent,
respectively.

Obesity is a proven risk fac-
tor for cardiovascular disease
and a key contributor to high
blood pressure, both of which can
increase the chance of a heart attack,
stroke, and heart failure.

"In clinical practice, obesity is an overlooked con-
dition. As a consequence, there is a frequent failure
in approaching obesity as a crucial step for mitigat-
ing the risk of important cardiovascular risk factors
including hypertension," said Carlos Aurelio
Schiavon, MD, FACS, lead author of the study and a
surgeon specializing in bariatric surgery at Heart
Hospital and BP Hospital in Sao Paulo. Researchers

in this study looked at the impact of treating obesity
to lower high blood pressure. While there are new
medications to treat obesity, long-term adherence to
medication can be challenging. This study looks at
bariatric surgery as a better long-term solution to

control obesity and, as a result, high blood
pressure.

The GATEWAY trial included 100
people (76 per cent of which were

female) who had a body mass
index (BMI) of around 36.9
kg/m2. All participants had
hypertension and were using
at least two medications.

People with previous car-
diovascular events and poor-
ly controlled Type 2 diabetes
were excluded. Subjects were

assigned to either Roux-en-Y
gastric bypass with medical

therapy or medial therapy alone
and the primary outcome was

reduction of at least 30 per cent anti-
hypertensive medications while main-

taining blood pressure levels less than
140/90 mmHg at five years.

At five years, BMI was 28.01 Kg/m2 for those who
received bariatric surgery and 36.40 Kg/m2 for those
on medical therapy alone. People who had bariatric
surgery had an 80.7 per cent reduction in the num-
ber of medications they were taking compared to a
13.7 per cent reduction in those only using medical
therapy.

Changes in gut microbiota during pregnancy
alter immune system response: Study

Researchers find how
fatty acids plays key role

in creating memories

Researchers provide
new understanding
on bone diseases

Does physical activity
reduce pain intensity in

cancer survivors?

Study shows stress
affects brain, psyche
via immune system

Study suggests weight loss surgery can be more 
successful in controlling hypertension rates
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• 232 special trains planned from Khurda
Road Division towards various destinations
of the country to manage the Puja Season
rush effectively.
• Ticket Checking staff, Commercial Inspec-
tors and other Commercial Staff along with
RPF managing Crowd at various important
Railway Stations over the Division.
MI News Service, Kolkata, 24 Oct.25 :To
handle the festive season rush effectively,
East Coast Railway has made elaborate
arrangements for the convenience of pas-
sengers. Additional Divisional Railway Man-
ager (Infrastructure) of Khurda Road
Division, Shri Subhrajyoti Mandal, while
monitoring the passenger movement at
Khurda Road Station, said that, the initia-
tives taken for ensuring a smooth, safe and
comfortable journey during the Puja period.

Shri Mandal informed that special focus
has been laid on managing the heavy rush
of passengers travelling towards various
destinations such as Dhanbad & Patna in
Bihar, Yesvantpur (Bangalore) in Karnataka,
Udhna (Surat) in Gujarat, Nizamuddin in
Delhi, Shalimar and Sealdah in West Bengal,
Virangana Laxmibai in Madhya Pradesh
and Hyderabad & Cherlapalli in Telangana.

To cater to the festive demand, 13 pairs
of Special Trains comprising 232 trips have
been planned from Khurda Road Division
towards different parts of the country, aim-
ing to carry more than 2.5 lakh passengers
and reduce rush in regular trains.

The Special Trains includes
Bhubaneswar–Dhanbad, Puri–Patna (02
pairs), Bhubaneswar–Yesvantpur, Puri–
Udhna, Puri–Nizamuddin, Puri–Shalimar,
Puri–Bhanjapur/Baripada, Khurda Road–
Udhna/Surat, Malatipatapur–Sealdah, Puri–
Virangana Laxmibai (Madhya Pradesh),
Bhubaneswar New–Hyderabad and
Brahmapur–Cherlapalli.

Apart from these, regular trains are also
being augmented with additional coaches
based on the review of passenger demand
and travel patterns.

Under the Amrit Samvaad initiative,
passengers are being directly engaged to
share feedback on cleanliness, amenities

and crowd management. Awareness cam-
paigns, queue management systems, and
enhanced deployment of staff are being car-
ried out to ensure smooth boarding and de-
boarding at major stations.

Ticket Checking Staff, Commercial In-
spectors and other Commercial Department
personnel, in coordination with Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and Operational
Teams, are actively managing passenger
movement and maintaining order at major
railway stations across Khurda Road Divi-
sion. To ensure smooth handling of the fes-
tive rush, these teams are strategically
deployed at entry and exit points, foot over-
bridges, platforms, and circulating areas.
Their combined efforts are focused on guid-
ing passengers, preventing overcrowding,
assisting senior citizens and differently-
abled passengers, and ensuring the safety
and comfort of all travelers during the peak
travel period.

Khurda Road Division and East Coast
Railway is fully geared up to ensure that
every passenger enjoys a safe, clean and
comfortable journey during this festive sea-
son. Our dedicated staff are working round
the clock to manage the crowd, maintain
punctuality and deliver the best possible
service, informed Shri Subhrajyoti Mandal,
Additional Divisional Railway Manager (In-
frastructure) during the review of Crowd
Management at Khurda Road Station. Apart
from this, Crowd Management are being
done at major Stations at Bhubaneswar,
Puri, Brahmapur, Cuttack, Bhadrak, Jajpur
Keonjhar Road, Palasa, etc.

Khurda Road Division Ensures Smooth Festive Season Travel

MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 :As part of the
ongoing Special Campaign
5.0, Metro Railway organ-
ized intensive cleaning
drives at different Metro
stations today. Commuters
were also requested to ex-
tend their co-operation in
maintaining cleanliness
within Metro premises.

Under this campaign,
Metro authorities have
been conducting extensive
cleaning activities at sta-
tions, offices, tracks, and
railway colonies. The
drives include garbage re-
moval, clearing of un-
wanted vegetation, and

cleaning of drainage sys-
tems. Cleanliness remains
a key focus area of Special
Campaign 5.0, with officers
and staff working in close
coordination to ensure en-
hanced hygiene and effi-
ciency in workplaces.

Commuters are also
being encouraged to con-
tribute towards keeping
the Metro premises clean
and litter-free. Regular an-
nouncements are being
made through the Public
Address System requesting
passengers not to spit or
litter inside Metro prem-
ises. Offenders can be iden-
tified easily through CCTV
surveillance and fined
₹500. Metro authorities
have further requested all
commuters to use the dust-
bins provided at stations
whenever required.

Let us all join hands to
keep our Metro system
clean, safe, and commuter-
friendly.

Metro Railway Conducting Special Campaign 5.0

Nurul Islam Khan: On
Thursday, Mufti Azam
Hazrat Mejla Huzur Pir
Qibla R: Her Isaal Sawab
was held in Furfura. Pir
Kamel Shaykhul Hadith Al-
lama Saifuddin Siddiqui
Huzur established the Majlis
of Dhikr on the first Thurs-
day of the Bengali month.
Following that path, his only
son-in-law Mufti Imran
Uddin Siddiqui taught in the
Majlis of Dhikr on that day.
After facing Allah for a
while, training was given in
Ilm-e-Zahir and Ilm-e-Sufi.
Murshid Kamel Aftab,
Shariat Mahtab, Tariqat Al-
lama Mejla Huzur Pir Qibla
R: Her Isaal Sawab Majlis
was established.

Under the supervision of
Pir Imran Uddin Siddiqui,
the meeting was filled with
the word Allah Allah. The
presence of devotees in the
traditional century-old tin
eight-storeyed Mahfil was a
beautiful and beautiful
scene. After Maghrib, the
late Allama Saifuddin Sid-
diqui Huzoor's son-in-law
Allama Azmatullah Siddiqui
gave the sermon. Allama
Syed Bahauddin Sahib,
Pirzada Minhaj Uddin Sid-
diqui, Pirzada Sawban Sid-
diqui, Pirzada Mehrab
Uddin Siddiqui, and others

spoke in the light of the
Quran and Hadith. Pir Al-
lama Imran Uddin Siddiqui
prayed for the welfare of the
people of the world in the
final prayer. The Maj Hu-
zoor was the eldest son of
Pir Hazrat Allama Dada Hu-
zoor of Mujaddide Zaman
Furfura Sharif. He was
called the ship of Dada Pir
Elem. A brief introduction
and social activities of the
five Huzoors were dis-
cussed. The written and oral
religious service of Pir Mejla
Huzoor Qibla (RA) was dis-
cussed. Pirzada Minhaj
Uddin Siddiqui discussed
the greatness of the beloved
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). Pirzada Sawban
Siddiqui described the cir-
cumstances of the death of
the five Huzoors. Pirzada
Mehrab Uddin Siddiqui de-
scribed the foresight of
Mejla Huzoor Qibla (RA) by

describing the greatness of
the saints of Allah. Pir
Imran Uddin Siddiqui shed
light on the benefits of dhikr
along with the religious
service of Huzoor Qibla. He
declared the end of the pro-
gram with the last prayer.
However, the devotees pres-
ent at today's meeting were
able to guess in particular
that the peace of mind
comes in the discussion
meeting of the saints of
Allah. The sinful people be-
came interested in purifying
their hearts by listening to
the greatness of the saints
of Allah. Many Pirsahebs
and scholars, including
Pirzada Shahim Siddiqui
and Syed Sajjad Hossain,
participated in the meeting.
Pir Abu Jafar Siddiqui, also
known as Maj Huzoor Pir,
was one of the most learned
and intelligent figures of the
21st century.

Meeting in memory of Pir Mej Huzur in Furfura Trump terminates all trade talks with Canada
over ‘fake’ Reagan anti-tariff advertisementa

MI News Service, Dhaka:
Governments attending up-
coming regional summits in
Malaysia should reject the
Myanmar military junta's
plans to hold "elections" in
December 2025, Human
Rights Watch said in a letter
to all countries sending del-
egates. The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and ASEAN part-
ner summits will take place
in Kuala Lumpur on Octo-
ber 26-28, with the Myan-
mar crisis on the agenda.
The Myanmar junta has
continued its repression of
pro-democracy forces, car-
rying out arbitrary arrests,
torture, and abusive con-
scription, and increased
military attacks on civilians.
The junta has intensified its
crackdown ahead of the
planned elections, which
the authorities scheduled to
begin December 28.

MI News Service, Washington: US President Donald
Trump on Thursday night announced the termination of
all trade negotiations with Canada, citing an anti-tariff
advertisement that used a clip of former US President
Ronald Reagan. In a post on Truth Social, Trump said,
“The Ronald Reagan Foundation has just announced that
Canada has fraudulently used an advertisement, which
is FAKE, featuring Ronald Reagan speaking negatively
about Tariffs. The ad was for $75,000. They only did this
to interfere with the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court,
and other courts.” He added, "TARIFFS ARE VERY IM-
PORTANT TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY, AND ECON-
OMY, OF THE U.S.A. Based on their egregious behavior,
ALL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH CANADA ARE
HEREBY TERMINATED. Thank you for your attention to
this matter! President DJT.”

The controversial ads, reportedly paid for by the On-
tario government, have been running on major US net-
works and cost $75 million. This comes weeks after US
President Trump and visiting Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney discussed trade, border security, and ongo-
ing negotiations between the two neighbouring nations
on October 7, providing the backdrop to the sudden ter-
mination of talks. Addressing reporters at the Oval Office,
Trump described the trade talks as “complicated, more
complicated than maybe any other agreement we have
on trade.” He explained that the complexity stemmed
from both competition and closeness between the two
countries, describing it as a mix of “natural conflict” and
“mutual love.”

“I love Canada, and the people of Canada, and Mark
feels the same way about here,” Trump said. He noted
that geographic proximity had created "competing busi-
ness interests,” which sometimes placed the US at a dis-
advantage, even as relations had improved. "We believe
the Canada-US relationship has come a long way,” he
added, saying the “natural conflict” was being addressed
constructively.

MI News Service, Kolkata, 24
Oct.25 : Famous Chhath Puja
songs are echoing through the an-
nouncement systems of more than
30 railway stations, not only cre-
ating a heart-warming experience
for passengers but also connecting
them with the rich culture of
Bihar. This year, Indian Railways
has made the Chhath occasion
even more special. Women pas-
sengers, in particular, can be seen
humming these songs. This is the
first time for Indian Railways.

Every year during Chhath
Puja, lakhs of people return to
their homes in Bihar and various
parts of North India. This year, for
those going to celebrate Chhath
Puja with their families, Indian
Railways has taken up the respon-
sibility of transporting passengers
to their hometowns through more
than 12,000 special trains and
thousands of regular trains by
successfully transporting passen-
gers to their destinations by pro-
viding additional facilities. But
perhaps for the first time, passen-
gers are being welcomed at sta-
tions with Chhath songs through
the station announcement system.
This effort is unique in itself and
is connecting passengers coming

from far off places with the fra-
grant culture of Bihar.

Chhath songs are being played
at more than 30 railway stations
including Kolkata, New Delhi,
Delhi Anand Vihar, Asansol,
Gorakhpur, Ranchi, Patna, Dana-
pur, Rajendra Nagar, Pataliputra,
Ara, Buxar, Hajipur, Sonpur,
Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Sa-
harsa, Jamalpur, Munger, Kati-
har, Narkatiaganj, Motihari. In
South Eastern Railway jurisdic-
tion, songs are being played at
Ranchi, Tatanagar, Bokaro Steel
City, Shalimar, Santragachi,
Kharagpur, Baleshwar, Adra, Pu-
rulia Bankura etc.

Due to this experiment of 
Railways, passengers going 
for Chhath Puja, especially
women passengers, are express-
ing happiness.

Chhath, the great festival of
folk faith, is incomplete without
folk songs. Women heading to the
Chhath Ghats sing Chhath songs
in groups, seeking blessings from
Chhathi Maiya for themselves,
their families, society, and the na-
tion. As trains carrying passen-
gers from faraway lands arriving
at their railway stations, can hear
the Chhath songs.

Chhath songs started resonating at the station

MI News Service, Tokyo: The trial
of the man indicted for killing for-
mer Prime Minister of Japan,
Shinzo Abe, is set to begin next
week, as reported by Kyodo News.
According to Kyodo News, Tetsuya
Yamagami, 45, is expected to
plead guilty to the murder of for-
mer PM Abe, who was Japan’s
longest-serving Prime Minister
postwar. The trial at the Nara Dis-
trict Court is scheduled to begin on
October 28 and conclude on De-
cember 18, with a ruling expected
on January 21. A total of 12 wit-
nesses will testify, the court said,
as reported by Kyodo News.

Tetsuya Yamagami is accused
of shooting Abe with a handmade
firearm during an election stump
speech in the western Japanese
city of Nara on July 8, 2022, ac-
cording to the indictment and

other sources. It was reported that
the witnesses include Yamagami’s
mother and a religious scholar, as
requested by the defense team. A
lawmaker who was at the scene is
also expected to be summoned as
a prosecution witness.

As per Kyodo News, Yamagami
has told investigators that he held
a grudge against the Unification
Church because of the financial
ruin his family suffered as a result
of the massive donations, likely of
around 100 million yen
($650,000), that his mother made
to the group. He targeted Abe be-
cause Abe’s grandfather, former
Prime Minister NobusukeKishi,
helped introduce the group to
Japan from South Korea, inves-
tigative sources said earlier.

Prior to the charges being
pressed on him, Yamagami under-
went an extensive, roughly six-
month psychiatric examination
that found him mentally fit to be
held criminally responsible.

Citing the indictment and other
sources, Kyodo News said that Ya-
magami tested his handmade
weapons multiple times, including
at a facility connected to the Unifi-
cation Church, a day before the
fatal shooting.

Trial of shooter of former Japan PM Shinzo Abe to begin next week

MI News Service, New Delhi: Speaking at
the 80th United Nations anniversary cele-
brations, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar underscored the challenges facing
multilateralism, particularly highlighting
the UN’s response to terrorism and the
growing distress of the Global South amid
ongoing global crises.

“Few examples are more telling about
the challenges facing the UN than its re-
sponse to terrorism. When a sitting Secu-
rity Council member openly protects the
very organisation that claims responsibility
for barbaric terror attacks such as at Pa-
halgam, what does it do to the credibility of
multilateralism?” Jaishankar said, pointing
to the growing failure of international insti-
tutions to hold perpetrators accountable.

He further questioned the global com-
munity’s sincerity in combating terrorism,
stating, “If victims and perpetrators of ter-
rorism are equated in the name of global
strategy, how much more cynical can the
world get? When self-proclaimed terror-
ists are shielded from the sanctioning
process, what does it say for the sincerity
of those involved?”

Jaishankar’s remarks came in the
backdrop of the Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22, in which 26 tourists, including 25
Indian nationals and one Nepalese citizen,
were killed by Pakistan-backed terrorists.
In response, the Indian Armed Forces
launched Operation Sindoor in the early
hours of May 7, targeting terror camps op-
erated by Jaish-e-Mohammed and

Lashkar-e-Taiba in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (PoK) through precision
strikes. India also successfully repelled
subsequent Pakistani escalation and neu-
tralised its airbases.

Turning his focus to broader global con-
cerns, the External Affairs Minister said
that the credibility of the UN was not only
being tested on matters of security but also
in the sphere of development. “If the main-
tenance of international peace and security
has become lip service, the predicament of
development and socio-economic progress
is even more serious,” he noted.

Highlighting the growing economic and
political challenges faced by developing na-
tions, Jaishankar added, “The slowing
down of the SDG Agenda 2030 is a signifi-
cant metric to measure the distress of the
Global South. There are many more,
whether it is trade measures, supply chain
dependence or political domination.”

Jaishankar flags UN’s terrorism response,
questions global commitment to accountability

MI News Service, Washington: US President
Donald Trump is set to begin on late Friday
a three-nation tour of Asia with a visit to
Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia where he will
attend the ASEAN summit before proceed-
ing to Japan and South Korea and will hold
talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping at
the end of the three-nation tour, the White
House said.

White House spokeswoman Karoline
Leavitt told a press conference on Thurs-
day that Trump will meet with Xi on the
morning of October 30 in South Korea be-
fore heading back to Washington. Trump is
due to arrive in Malaysia on Sunday (Octo-
ber 26) morning, the spokeswoman said.
The country will be chairing annual meet-
ings of the 10-member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its
partners.

Trump will attend the ASEAN Summit
in Kuala Lumpur on October 26-27. He had
skipped the ASEAN summits in 2018, 2019
and 2020 She said Trump will participate
in an expanded bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on Sunday
afternoon. During the visit, the US Presi-
dent is slated to participate in a signing
ceremony with Prime Ministers of Cambo-
dia and Thailand, which engaged in a brief
border conflict in July that left dozens of
people dead and displaced many people.
He will also later join a working dinner
with US-ASEAN leaders.

White House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt shared that the trip will include

trade talks, peace dialogues, and discus-
sions on US-China tensions.

After Malaysia, Trump will then fly to
Japan to meet the new Prime Minister
SanaeTakaichi and discuss trade agree-
ments and security cooperation.

Following that, Trump will travel to
South Korea to attend the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) CEO Summit in
Gyeongju, meet President Lee Jae Myung,
and address business leaders.

The crucial bilateral meeting schdeuled
with Chinese President Xi Jinping will focus
on trade tensions, rare earth exports, and
fentanyl cooperation.

Through these engagements, Trump
seeks to negotiate favourable trade agree-
ments, reduce tariffs, and boost US exports,
with his return to Asia potentially redefin-
ing regional trade and diplomacy.

MI News Service, Perth: Australia will lead its first-ever
First Nations Business Mission to India this month, aimed
at strengthening trade and investment opportunities be-
tween Australia’s First Nations peoples and India’s mining
and renewable energy markets, an official release stated.

Eight Australian Mining Equipment, Technology and
Services (METS) companies will travel to Mumbai, New
Delhi, and Kolkata from October 26 to November 3 to fos-
ter partnerships and explore business opportunities. In
a historic first, all eight businesses are Australian First
Nations-owned, the release added.

Australian First Nations – Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples – are among the world’s oldest
continuous civilisations, extending back over 65,000
years. They were Australia’s first diplomats, traders, in-
novators, and knowledge holders. The release noted that
the eight businesses on the delegation continue this
proud tradition of innovation and creativity.

Led by the Perth USAsia Centre and the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Western Australia on behalf
of the Australian Government, the delegation represents
a variety of sectors, from converting diesel mining vehi-
cles to electric, producing chemicals to improve fuel effi-
ciency, to safety, industrial gas, engineering, and
technical services, the release stated.

Commenting on the visit, Australia’s High Commis-
sioner to India Philip Green said, “As part of our efforts
to progress Indigenous rights globally and help grow
First Nations trade and investment, Australia is commit-
ted to supporting Indigenous Australians to benefit from
India’s dynamic economy. India offers an enormous op-
portunity for Australian First Nations industries, whether
it’s exporting agrifood and native botanicals, art, design,
or developing cyber, clean energy or mining solutions.”

“The Australian Government is proud to support this
landmark business mission, connecting First Nations ex-
cellence to the extraordinary Indian businesses driving
growth in one of the world’s largest economies,” the re-
lease added.

Trump to kick off Asia tour in Malaysia with
ASEAN, to meet Xi in South Korea next week

Australian First Nations businesses embark on historic
mission to strengthen ties with India’s mining sector

MI News Service, Kolkata,
24 Oct.25 : The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) of
Eastern Railway continues
its vigilant efforts to en-
sure security and prevent
unlawful activities across
the railway network.
Under the ongoing drive
“Operation Satark”, aimed
at curbing the smuggling
and transportation of ille-
gal goods and cash
through railway premises,
RPF personnel have once
again demonstrated exem-
plary alertness and effi-
ciency.

On 22.10.2025, the
RPF team of Howrah Divi-
sion, Eastern Railway, act-

ing on specific intelligence,
apprehended one person
at the Sorting Yard RRI
Cabin between Howrah
and Liluah Railway Sta-
tions. During the opera-
tion, the team recovered
liquid cash amounting to

₹21,99,600/-. The appre-
hended persons failed to
provide valid documents
against the liquid cash.
The recovered amount
handed over to the Income
Tax Department, Kolkata
for further legal action.

Excellent Work By RPF, Howrah: Recovery Of A Huge Amount Of Cash Under “Operation Satark”

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Manish Gupta, who is
presently serving as the High
Commissioner of India to
Ghana, has been appointed as
the next ambassador to Ire-
land, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on Friday.

The MEA said in its state-
ment, ”Manish Gupta (IFS:
1998), presently High Com-
missioner of India to the Re-
public of Ghana, has been
appointed as the next Ambas-
sador of India to the Republic

of Ireland. He is expected to
take up the assignment
shortly.” India and Ireland
have longstanding ties.

“There are approx.
80,000 Indian origin persons
in Ireland, of whom approx.
33,898 are PIOs and approx.
40,000 are NRIs, along with
approx. 10,000 Indian stu-
dents. The bulk of the com-
munity is in health-care, IT,
engineering and senior man-
agement positions. The com-
munity is well-regarded

locally and has integrated well
into Irish society”, the Em-
bassy of India in Dublin noted.
India-Ireland interactions
date back to the 19th century
when a significant number of
Irishmen joined the British
Civil Service, medical, engi-
neering and army services.
The Embassy highlighted how
links were further strength-
ened by connections between
the nationalist movements of
the two countries since the
early 1900s.

Manish Gupta appointed as India’s next Ambassador to IrelandVice President CP Radhakrishnan to visit Sey-
chelles for President Herminie’s swearing-in
MI News Service, New Delhi: At the invitation of the Govern-
ment of Seychelles, the Vice President of India, CP Radhakr-
ishnan, will visit the Republic of Seychelles from October
26-27 to attend the swearing-in ceremony of Patrick Her-
minie, President-elect of the Republic of Seychelles, on behalf
of the Government of India, the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in an official statement.

During the visit, the Vice President will convey India’s warm
felicitations to Patrick Herminie and reaffirm the close, long-
standing, and time-tested ties between the two countries, the
MEA added. Seychelles is an important partner under India’s
Vision MAHASAGAR and in its commitment to the Global South.
The visit underscores India’s deep commitment to further
strengthen and expand its partnership with Seychelles. The visit
follows Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s earlier congratulations
to Patrick Herminie on October 12, after his victory in the Pres-
idential Elections in Seychelles. Modi had expressed confidence
that the long-standing ties between India and the island nation
would grow stronger under Herminie’s leadership.

Human Rights Watch urges
ASEAN leaders to focus on human

rights, humanitarian crisis
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MANILA (PHILIPPINES) : Sarit
Suwannarut kept the pedal to the
metal, increasing his advantage
on top of the leaderboard to four
shots at the halfway stage of the
US$22.22 million International
Series Philippines, even as India's
Gagamkeet Bhullar remained in
the chasing pack and in con-
tention for a top finish. 

The two-time International
Series winner added a six-under
par 66 to his overnight 64 and
reached 14-under par after 36
holes, four ahead of local hero
Miguel Tabuena (65), who delight-
ed his home fans with a stunning
round that included a hole-in-one
and an eagle in the space of three
holes.

Joining Tabuena at 10-under
was the in-form Japanese star
Kazuki Higa (69). Another
Japanese player, Yosuke Asaji
(66), Korea's Soomin Lee (67),
Chinese Taipei's Wang Wei-hsuan

(67) and Hong Kong's Matthew
Cheung (67) were tied fourth at
nine-under, while New Zealand's
Denzel Ieremia (67), American
Patrick Reed (66) and India's
Gaganjeet Bhullar (69) were tied
eighth at 136, eight under.

Ajeetesh Sandhu is three shots
further back on five under after a
three-under 69, while Karandeep
Khochhar made the cut on four
under after a second successive
70, in a group with former world
No.1 Dustin Johnson, who fol-
lowed up his first round of 67 with
a one-over 73.

England's Steve Lewton shot
the lowest round of the tourna-
ment so far at the beautiful Sta.
Elena Golf Club, a bogey-free 63
that made up for a disappointing
two-over 74 in the opening round.

Sarit's first shot of the day, on
the opening hole, ended up in the
penalty area, but he managed to
make a birdie from there. That

just set the tone for the day as he
raced ahead of the field.

"It helped a lot (the birdie on
first). I mean, after I hit the tee
shot, I didn't even know where it
was. I asked Guna (caddie) where
it was, and he said it was in the
fairway. 

I didn't believe him. Luckily, I
got a good lie and it was a good
shot from about 50 yards, and the
birdie helped to keep the momen-
tum from yesterday," said Sarit,
who made only one bogey on each
of the first two days.

"You just have to focus only on
what you have to do, and hit your
shot. I have been playing good golf
for the past four weeks, so I know
what I can do. "I know my game
well, and I've just tried to stay
calm and focus on what I need to
do. So far, it's been working nice-
ly, and I hope to keep the momen-
tum going over the next two
days," he said.

Golf fans in the Philippines
turned up in huge numbers for the
tournament, and they were
rewarded as the home favourite
Tabuena raised hopes of a Filipino
champion. On the 171-yard 14th,
Tabuena did not see his ball take a
hop and disappear into the hole,
but the eagle was perfectly
planned.

"It's not every day you make a
hole-in-one, but I was glad I kept
it together after that. There's a lot
of golf to be played, but it was
nice. It's probably been six years
since my last one and only second
in a competition. It was nice that it
was here in front of friends, fami-
ly, and in my home club," said the
three-time winner on the Asian
Tour, who had to pull out of the
SJM Macao Open with a neck
spasm.

Tabuena was joined on the
weekend by veteran Angelo Que,
who carded a superb seven-under

round to sit in T4 on nine under,
with Justin Quiban on six under
after an impressive 68.

International Series
Philippines is the sixth of nine ele-
vated events on the Asian Tour
this season, which offers a path-
way onto LIV Golf through a sea-
son-long Rankings race. The tour-
nament runs until 26 October and
is the first in a three-week run
that includes the Link Hong Kong
Open and the Moutai Singapore
Open in successive weeks.

International Series tourna-
ments have already been played
in India, Macau, Japan, and
Morocco this season, along with
the Jakarta International
Championship last time out. The
series rounds off with the PIF
Saudi International from 19-22
November, and the leader of the
season-long rankings race will
win a place on LIV Golf next sea-
son.

NEW DELHI : In its endeavour to
make every Indian citizen fit and
healthy, the 45th edition of the 'Fit
India Sundays on Cycle' will be
organised with 50,000-plus gyms
across the country on Sunday
(October 26), with Minister of
Youth Affairs &amp; Sports
(MYAS), Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
leading the pathbreaking initiative
in New Delhi. 

This time, the 'Fit India
Sundays on Cycle' will be organ-
ised in collaboration with gym
chains such as Cult Fit, Fitspire,
Gold Gym, Fitness First, amongst
others, with an estimated partici-
pation of more than 50,000 indi-
viduals from 6,000-plus locations.
In New Delhi, the event will be
organised at the iconic Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
where the Sports Minister will be
joined by eminent sportspersons.

Dr Mandaviya launched the
'Fit India Sundays on Cycle' back

in December 2024, and it has
gradually transformed into a
nationwide mass movement with
the twin mottos of 'Pollution ka
Solution' and 'Fight against
Obesity'. "The movement also
aims to celebrate Garv se
Swadeshi, inspiring every Indian
to pedal towards an Atmanirbhar
Bharat. "It gives me immense
pleasure to see Sundays on Cycle
grow into a mass movement. A
healthy and fit citizenry is a pre-
requisite for a prosperous and
developed nation. Through the Fit
India movement, we want to cre-
ate awareness among citizens to
dedicate 'aadha ghanta roz, fit-
ness ka dose' (30 minutes daily
towards personal fitness). I want
to reiterate once again that
cycling is the best way to keep fit.
I would urge every Indian to cycle
on Sundays and maintain opti-
mum fitness levels," Dr
Mandaviya said. The 'Fit India

Sundays on Cycle' is organised by
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports (MYAS), in collaboration
with the Cycling Federation of
India (CFI), Yogasana Bharat, and
MY Bharat. The cycling drive is
organised simultaneously in the
capitals of all States and Union

Territories besides SAI Regional
Centres, National Centres of
Excellence (NCOEs), SAI Training
Centres (STCs), Khelo India State
Centres of Excellence (KISCEs),
Khelo India Centres (KICs), and
Namo Fit India Cycling Clubs
across various age groups.

PANJI : Led by former India inter-
national attacker Clifford
Miranda, a 24-man Chennaiyin FC
squad will take part in the 2025-
26 AIFF Super Cup. 

Drawn in Group A, the Marina
Machans will kick off their cam-
paign with a crunch tie against
Mohun Bagan Super Giant on
October 25 at the Fatorda
Stadium, before facing East
Bengal FC and Dempo SC.

Miranda, a previous Super
Cup-winning coach, possesses an
innate understanding of the
Indian football ecosystem, draw-
ing from a long and successful
career on both sides of the pitch. 

The 45-caps India internation-
al, who also took the reins at Goa
and Odisha, becomes the club's
first Indian head coach and will
lead an all-Indian squad through
the tournament. 

Speaking in a pre-match press
conference, Miranda said, "For
most of the teams, not training for
more than five months is always
difficult. Within a short period of
time, we need to turn up and play
our first game and then play three
games in six days. This is how we
need to adapt sometimes, this is
how football is, how life is. It is dif-
ficult in terms of physicality, adap-
tation, but we are ready.
Hopefully, we improve match-by-
match. I truly believe in the play-
ers we have. We have some really
good players wanting to prove
themselves. We should, and must,
be ready for the 25th."

"It's an opportunity for the
players to show that we have
come a long way-talking not just
from a Chennaiyin point of view,
but an Indian point of view. We
need to show that we can do it on
our own, and not just in terms of
the result; in terms of the effort,
the mentality, the attitude to show
up despite all the odds. No one
can take it away from us, because
we are the best at it," added the
head coach, on the all-Indian
make-up of his squad.

Miranda's Chennaiyin FC
squad for the Super Cup features
a balanced blend of experience
and youth, combining established

first-team regulars with promis-
ing talents from the reserve setup.
The team boasts strong depth
across all departments, from reli-
able custodians to a solid defen-
sive unit led by Pritam Kotal, a
dynamic midfield anchored by
Jiteshwor Singh and Lalrinliana
Hnamte, and an energetic attack
spearheaded by Irfan Yadwad and
Farukh Choudhary. 

Joining Miranda at the presser,
Farukh commented, "Since the
time I have joined the club after
playing for the national team, it
has been very good, the training
sessions. Obviously, we have had a
very short time to prepare. But, as
the coach said, we need to adapt.
Playing three games in six days is
challenging, but we are ready
mentally. Personally, I am very
happy coming back to the club
and playing football again and
looking forward to the game
tomorrow."

Following their match against
Mohun Bagan, Chennaiyin FC are
scheduled to play East Bengal on
October 28 and Dempo on October
31, at the GMC Athletic Stadium in
Bambolim. 

Chennaiyin FC's 24-man squad
for AIFF Super Cup 2025-26:

Goalkeepers: Samik Mitra, MD.
Nawaz, Mohanraj K. 

Defenders: PC Laldinpuia,
Ankit Mukherjee, Mandar Rao
Dessai, Pritam Kotal, Vignesh D.,
Laldinliana Renthlei, Sk. Rajjak
Ali, Klusner John Manuel Pereira,
Raj Basfore

Midfielders: Farukh
Choudhary, Jitendra Singh,
Maheson Singh, Lalrinliana
Hnamte, Jiteshwor Singh,
Karthick Thirumalai, Raman
Singh Ngangom, Solaimalai R.,
Kingslee Fernandes

Forwards: Irfan Yadwad,
Gurkirat Singh, Vivek S.

NEW DELHI : With the second
round of the 2025/26 Ranji
Trophy set to commence on
Saturday, left-arm spin bowling
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja is set
to play for Saurashtra in their
Elite Group B game at Rajkot,
meaning he will be among the
Indian team stars that fans can
keep their eyes on for the next
few days. 

In the previous match at the
venue, spinners accounted for 31
of the 35 wickets to fall in the
drawn encounter at the Niranjan
Shah Stadium, where Saurashtra
earned three points courtesy of a
first-innings lead. Jadeja was
resting after playing in India's 2-
0 home Test series win over the
West Indies earlier this month
and was not included in the
squad for the ongoing ODI series
in Australia.

At Saurashtra, he will rejoin
fellow left-arm spinner
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, who
took a match haul of 10-203

against Karnataka. Jadeja's
return is expected to enhance the
bowling attack with more depth
and experience as Saurashtra
aim to build on their early
momentum.

Another major clash in the
second round will see Bengal fac-
ing Gujarat at Eden Gardens in
Kolkata, where Mohammed
Shami, Akash Deep, and
Abhimanyu Easwaran will be in
action. Shami, the veteran India
pacer, had taken a match-win-
ning seven-wicket haul in the win
over Uttarakhand, and how he
fares against a strong Gujarat
bowling line-up will make for an
interesting watch. The second
round of the Ranji Trophy will
feature 19 matches played across
the country, in both Elite and
Plate Divisions. Mumbai, fresh
from an away victory against
Jammu &amp; Kashmir in
Srinagar, will host Chhattisgarh
in an Elite Group D match at the
Sharad Pawar Cricket Academy

BKC in Mumbai. Defending
champions Vidarbha are set to
face Jharkhand at the VCA
Stadium in Nagpur. The Bengal-
Gujarat clash will be broadcast
on Star Sports Khel (TV) and
JioHotstar (live streaming). The

Saurashtra vs Madhya Pradesh
game and Mumbai vs
Chhattisgarh clash are also avail-
able for live streaming, with the
rest of the games to be followed
live on bcci.tv scoreboards page.

Ranji Trophy 2025/26 second

round schedule
Plate Division games (with a

start time of 9:30 am): -
Meghalaya vs Sikkim -

Meghalaya Cricket Association
Cricket Ground, Shillong

Manipur vs Bihar - Gokulbhai
Somabhai Patel Stadium, Nadiad

Arunachal Pradesh vs
Mizoram - ADSA Railways Cricket
Ground, Ahmedabad

Elite Division games (with a
start time of 9:30 am): -
GROUP A

Andhra vs Baroda - ACA
Sports Complex, Vizianagaram

Uttar Pradesh vs Odisha -
Green Park, Kanpur

Nagaland vs Tamil Nadu -
BCCI CoE Ground, Bengaluru

Vidarbha vs Jharkhand - VCA
Stadium, Nagpur
GROUP B

Punjab vs Kerala - New PCA
International Stadium, New
Chandigarh

Chandigarh vs Maharashtra -
Sector 16 Stadium, Chandigarh

Karnataka vs Goa - KSCA
Navule Stadium, Shivamogga

Saurashtra vs Madhya
Pradesh Niranjan Shah Stadium,
Rajkot
GROUP C

Assam vs Services - Tinsukia
District Sports Ground, Tinsukia

Bengal vs Gujarat - Eden
Gardens, Kolkata

Uttarakhand vs Railways -
Kaushiki Cricket Ground, Jim
Corbett

Haryana vs Tripura -
Chaudhary Bansi Lal Stadium,
Rohtak
GROUP D

Jammu &amp; Kashmir vs
Rajasthan - Sher-i-Kashmir
Stadium, Srinagar

Mumbai vs Chhattisgarh -
Sharad Pawar Cricket Academy,
BKC, Mumbai

Delhi vs Himachal Pradesh -
Arun Jaitley Stadium, Delhi

Puducherry vs Hyderabad -
Cricket Association Puducherry
Siechem Ground, Puducherry

MEXICO CITY : Charles Leclerc
has tempered expectations of fur-
ther podiums this season despite
securing his first top-three finish
since Belgium at the United States
Grand Prix last week. The Ferrari
driver's third-place in Austin
marked his and the team's sixth

podium of 2025 - five of which
have been third places and one a
second place in Monaco. 

"I am not surprised by the fact
that we are missing a bit more
performance going throughout
the end of the year, especially con-
sidering that probably Mercedes

and Red Bull are two of the teams
that pushed their development a
bit later than other teams,"
Leclerc said on Friday. "If we look
at the gap compared to the
McLaren, it remained kind of the
same. For us, we are more
focused on next year, which I hope
will help us."

Ferrari ended car development
earlier than most rivals, instead
targeting gains through fine-tun-
ing set-up and operations. Leclerc
acknowledged that the Austin
podium was a much-needed
morale boost. "It has been a long
time, and it's good for everybody
in the team to finally see a little bit
of improvement," he said. "But it
was a very positive weekend.
Whether from now on we can
consistently fight for a podium, I
think it is a long shot, but I will try
to make this happen again this
weekend."

While Leclerc returned to the
rostrum, his Ferrari team-mate
Lewis Hamilton matched his best
finish of the season with fourth
place at the Circuit of The
Americas - equalling his result
from Silverstone. Still searching
for his first podium with Ferrari,
Hamilton said he felt increasingly

at ease with the car. "I'm finally
feeling like I'm on top of the car,"
he said after the race, describing
the weekend as a major step for-
ward.

Arriving in Mexico, Hamilton
was upbeat about maintaining
that trajectory. "Coming from a
positive weekend... I'm confident
that this weekend, we can try to
do the same again. I think we're
on the right path," he said.

The seven-time World
Champion added that progress
was the result of patience and
teamwork since joining Ferrari
this season. "I feel like we're going
in the right direction, and I think -
Rome wasn't built in a day, so it
takes time to build," he said.

"For me, coming into the team,
I've wanted to be respectful of the
way that they've done things in
the past, and just to really observe
and see where our strengths and
where our weaknesses are, and to
highlight where our weaknesses
are and areas to work on," he
added.

"But I do feel that they have
been responding. I think you're
starting to see some of the impact
of the work that we're doing in the
background," Leclerc said.

PUNJAB FC SIGN

BRAZILIAN

DEFENDER PABLO

RENAN DOS

SANTOS ON 

ONE-YEAR DEAL
MOHALI : Indian Super League
side Punjab FC announced the
signing of veteran Brazilian
centre-back Pablo Renan dos
Santos on a one-year deal on
Friday. 

The 33-year-old joins on a
free transfer ahead of the
Indian Super Cup 2025, which
begins in Goa on October 25.

This is Punjab FC's second
foreign acquisition of the week,
following the signing of
Spanish midfielder Dani
Ramirez on October 22. Pablo,
known simply as "Pablo",
brings with him a wealth of
international experience, hav-
ing played across Brazil,
Europe, and the Middle East
over a career that spans more
than a decade.

Excited for his new chal-
lenge in India, Pablo said he
was eager to make an impact.
"Punjab FC is ready for a big
season, and I'm here to fight
for the badge, the team, and
the supporters who believe in
us," he said. "I'm ready to
embrace the challenge here in
India."

The Brazilian started his
professional career with
Paysandu, where he played for
six seasons in Brazil's second
and third divisions. In 2017, he
transferred to Europe to join
Portuguese Primeira Liga team
CS Marítimo, making 25
appearances and receiving
praise for his composure and
defensive awareness. His per-
formances led to a five-year
contract with SC Braga in
2018. While at Braga, Pablo
continued his development
through loan spells with clubs
in Russia, Turkey, and Portugal
- Rubin Kazan, Hatayspor, and
Moreirense respectively -
before moving to Saudi Arabia
to represent Al Raed in the
2022-23 Saudi Pro League sea-
son. Most recently, he featured
for Armenian club FC Noah,
where he made 13 appear-
ances and impressively scored
four goals, highlighting his
ability to contribute at both
ends of the pitch. 

Welcoming the signing,
Nikolaos Topoliatis, Technical
Director of Punjab FC, empha-
sised Pablo's importance to the
team's plans. "We are
extremely pleased to secure
the signing of Pablo Renan dos
Santos," Topoliatis said.

"Adding a centre-back of
Pablo's quality and experience
was a top priority for us. He
brings exceptional defensive
leadership, positional aware-
ness, and composure under
pressure."

Golf: Bhullar stays in chasing pack as Sarit stretches
his lead to four in International Series Philippines

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya to lead 45th edition
of nationwide Fit India Sundays on Cycle 

RANJI TROPHY: RAVINDRA JADEJA AMONG
INDIA STARS TO WATCH IN SECOND ROUND

Formula 1: Leclerc cautious despite Austin 

podium as Hamilton feels Ferrari progress growing

Chennaiyin FC
announce all-Indian
24-man squad for
AIFF Super Cup 


