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MI News Service,  
Kolkata / Durgapur:  De-
scribing West Bengal Chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee 
as a "mother-like figure" and 
seeking her forgiveness for 
allegedly  criticising her re-
marks on women's safety, the 
father of the Durgapur gang 
rape victim has requested 
Mamata Banerjee to help him 
secure justice for his daugh-
ter.

"Mamata Banerjee is like a 
mother-like figure to me. If I 
have said anything wrong, I 
ask her to forgive me. I will 
render countless obeisance at 
her feet. But I ask her to help 
my daughter get justice," the 
victim’s father has said .

He further stated that he 
has been “demanding a CBI 
probe into this case. I think 
that would be good. But that 
depends on the state admin-
istration as well," he added.

His remarks come days af-
ter he allegedly criticised the 
Chief minister for her com-
ment that "women should not 
venture out at night," follow-
ing the assault of his daugh-
ter, a second-year MBBS 

student at a private medical 
college in Durgapur on Fri-
day last  

On Monday, the victim’s fa-

ther stated that,"She (Mama-
ta Banerjee) is also a woman. 
How can she say such an 
irresponsible thing? Should 

women quit their jobs and sit 
at home? It seems Bengal is 
under the rule of Aurangzeb." 
He also reportedly expressed 

a loss of faith in West Ben-
gal's law and order situation 
and said he wanted to take 
his daughter back to Odisha 
for her safety. "I want to take 
my daughter back to Odisha. 
Her life comes first, her ca-
reer later," he added.

The controversy began 
after Mamata Banerjee, ex-
pressing her deep shock and 
dismay at the alleged gan-
grape incident at Durgapur, 
advised the students residing 
in hostels, not to venture out 
at night and asked the Private 
medical colleges authorities 
to   ensure the safety and se-
curity  of their students

Mamata Banerjee later 
clarified that her statement 
had been "distorted and tak-
en out of context." "The me-
dia distorted my words. You 
ask me a question, I answer 
it, and then you distort it. Do 
not try this kind of politics," 
she asserted.

Police have so far arrest-
ed six people, including the 
friend, in connection with 
the case, which has triggered 
widespread outrage and po-
litical uproar across the state.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
has  outlined the details of 
her government’s initiatives 
to ensure food security for 
every person in the state 
since 2011, and pointed out 
that about 9 crore people 
are now being  provided free 
ration every month.

In a social media post on  
the occasion of World Food 
Day on Thursday, the Chief 
Minister  claimed that “un-
der the state-run Khadya-
sathi project, free rations 
are now being  provided to 
nearly 9 crore people in the 
state”.

"Of these, every month, 
7,5 crore  people in the state 
are receiving free rations at 
their doorsteps through the 
'Duare Ration' initiative. 
The remaining beneficiaries 

are collecting food grains 
from the ration shops of 
their choice," the Chief Min-
ister claimed.

At the same time, she 
added, during festivals like 
Durga Puja, Kali Puja and, 
Chhath ,besides during the 
month of Ramzan, as well as 
during Eid celebrations, the 
poorest families are provided 
with sugar, flour, and chick-

peas (only during Ramzan) at 
subsidised prices.

She also claimed that 
under another project ti-
tled 'Maa', her government 
is providing lunch to poor 
people at a subsidised rate 
of just Rs 5. "Through 356 
'Maa Canteens', 8.58 crore 
people are  benefited," the 
Chief Minister added. She 
had also claimed that her 

government, this year, di-
rectly procured a record 
56.33 lakh tonnes of paddy 
from 16.50 lakh farmers for 
the 'Khadyasathi' project, 
and ensured a fair price.

At the same time, she add-
ed, the state government had 
opened 745 fair price out-
lets under the brand 'Sufal 
Bangla', where the poor are 
provided with vegetables and 
fruits at much lower prices 
than the market rates.

"Now, fish is also being 
sold at affordable prices at 
Sufal Bangla. For the con-
venience of the people, the 
number of these outlets 
is being significantly in-
creased. Our comprehensive 
efforts to uphold the right 
to food for all will contin-
ue unabated in the days to 
come," the Chief Minister 
maintained.

Durgapur gangrape victim’s 
father describes Mamata Banerjee 

a "mother-like figure" 

Bengal govt provides free ration to 
9 crore people: Mamata Banerjee
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PM Modi inaugurates, lays 
foundation for projects worth 

Rs 13,430 cr in Andhra Pradesh

Mumbai businessman loses Rs 58 
crore in 'digital arrest' fraud

JD(U) announces second list of 
44 candidates for Bihar polls

MI News Service, New Delhi 
:  Initiating yet another war of 
words, the Congress  has charged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
with allegedly being "frightened" 
of US President Donald Trump, as 
he appears to have outsourced a 
number of  key decisions to Amer-
ica of late

Launching a scathing attack 
on the Union  government over 
Trump's claim that Modi has 
assured that India will stop buying 
Russian oil, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi claimed  on Thursday 
that PM Modi allowed Trump to 
decide and announce that India 
will not buy Russian oil and "keeps 
sending congratulatory messages 
despite repeated snubs".

The opposition party's asser-
tion came after President Trump 
claimed that his "friend" PM Modi 
has assured him that India would 
stop purchasing oil from Russia, 
a move he described as a big 
step toward increasing pressure 
on Moscow over its invasion of 
Ukraine.

On that issue  Rahul Gandhi  re-
iterated that  Prime Minister  Modi 
is "frightened" of US President 
Donald Trump

"PM Modi is frightened of 
Trump. Allows Trump to decide 
and announce that India will not 
buy Russian oil. Keeps sending 
congratulatory messages despite 
repeated snubs. Cancelled the Fi-
nance Minister's visit to America. 
Skipped Sharm el-Sheikh. Doesn't 
contradict him on Operation Sin-
door," Rahul  Gandhi wrote on X.

Adding to Rahul Gandhi's re-
mark, Congress General Secretary 
in-charge Communications Jairam 
Ramesh also lashed out at the 
government over the issue.

"At 5:37 PM Indian Standard 
Time on May 10, 2025, the US Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio was 
the very first to announce that In-
dia has halted Operation Sindoor. 
Subsequently, President Trump 
has claimed 51 times in 5 different 
countries that he had intervened 
to stop Operation Sindoor by using 
tariffs and trade as his weapon of 
pressure. Yet our PM kept silent," 
Ramesh said on X.

"Now President Trump has 
declared yesterday that PM Modi 
has assured him that India will not 
import oil from Russia. The Prime 

MI News Service, New Delhi :   
Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
has emphasised that a “ruthless 
approach” must be adopted 
towards economic offenders, 
cyber criminals, those involved 
in terror activities and all other 
fugitives to ensure that they 
are brought before the Indian 
justice system.

Addressing a conference on 
'Extradition of Fugitives - Chal-
lenges and Strategies', organ-
ised by the CBI here on Thurs-
day ,Amit Shah also said that a 
zero tolerance approach must 
be adopted not only against  
corruption, crime and terrorism, 
but also against those criminals 
who are operating from outside 
India.

All out efforts must be made 
to bring all fugitives within the 
ambit of the law and to establish 
a definite mechanism for this, 
he said.

 "Whether they are economic 
offenders, cyber criminals, those 
involved in terrorist activities 
or part of organised crime 
networks, a ruthless approach 
must be adopted against every 
fugitive to ensure they are 
brought before the Indian jus-
tice system. The time has come 
for this," he said.

The Union home minister 
asserted that the Narendra Modi 
government has undertaken 
foolproof measures to ensure 

MI News Service,  
Hyderabad: In order to carry 
forward numerous develop-
ment programmes all across 
the country, including South-
ern India, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi arrived here on 
Thursday to inaugurate  hosts 
of  projects and lay founda-
tions of many others worth  
totalling Rs 13,430 crore.

The projects span across 
key sectors such as industry, 
power transmission, roads, 
railways, defence manufac-
turing, petroleum and natural 
gas. Later in the day PM Modi 
also participated in the "Su-
per GST Super Savings" event 
in Kurnool.

Narendra Modi, in a post on 
X on Wednesday, said, "I will 
pray at the Sri Bhramaramba 
Mallikarjuna Swamy Varla 
Devasthanam in Srisailam," 
on October 16.

"After that, I will be in 
Kurnool, where development 
projects worth over Rs 13,400 
crores would be inaugurat-
ed or their foundation stones 
would be laid. These works 
cover sectors like power, rail-
ways, petroleum, defence, in-
dustries and more," the Prime 
minister said.

As per the official pro-
gramme, Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu, received PM Modi 
at Kurnool Airport .

On his arrival, PM Modi 
visited Sri Bhramaramba 
Mallikarjuna Swamy Varla 
Devasthanam, Srisailam in 
Nandyal district, performed 
pooja there and have dar-
shan.

Later, he visited Sree Shi-
vaji Spoorthi Kendra in Sr-
isailam and proceeded to 
Kurnool for the inaugurations 
and foundation stone laying 
events.

First he laid the foundation 
for the Transmission System 
Strengthening at Kurnool-III 
Pooling Station at an invest-

ment of over Rs 2,880 crore.
This project includes the 

construction of a 765 KV dou-
ble-circuit Kurnool-III Pool-
ing Station-Chilakaluripeta 
transmission line, which will 
increase transformation ca-
pacity by 6,000 MVA and en-
able large-scale transmission 
of renewable energy.

Later the Prime minister 
also laid foundation stones for 
the Orvakal Industrial Area 
in Kurnool and the Koppar-
thy Industrial Area in Kada-
pa, with a total investment of 
over Rs 4,920 crore.

Jointly developed by the 
National Industrial Corridor 
Development and Implemen-
tation Trust (NICDIT) and 
Andhra Pradesh Industrial 
Infrastructure Corporation 
Ltd (APIIC), these modern 
multi-sectoral industrial hubs 
feature plug-and-play infra-
structure and a walk-to-work 
concept.

These hubs are expected 
to attract Rs 21,000 crore 
in investments and generate 
approximately one lakh jobs, 
bolstering industrial devel-
opment and global competi-
tiveness in the Rayalaseema 
region of the southern state.

PM  Modi also laid the 
foundation stone for the 
six-lane greenfield highway 
from Sabbavaram to Shee-
lanagar at a cost of over Rs 
960 crore. This project aims 
to ease congestion in the port 
city of Visakhapatnam and 
facilitate trade and employ-
ment.

Soon afterwards the PM 
inaugurated the four-lan-
ing of Pileru-Kalur section 
road, widening from Kadapa 
- Nellore border to CS Pu-
ram and the four-lane Rail 
over Bridge (ROB) between 
Gudivada and Nujella Rail-
way Stations on NH-165.

Likewise, he also inaugu-
rated the  Kanigiri Bypass on 
NH-565, and improved the 

bypassed section in N Gund-
lapalli Town on NH-544DD.

As part of his busy schedule 
the Prime minister also laid 
the foundation for and inau-
gurate railway projects worth 
over Rs 1,200 crore. He laid 
the foundation for the Kotha-
valasa-Vizianagaram Fourth 
Railway Line and the Rail Fly-
over between Pendurti and 
Simhachalam North.

He also inaugurated the 
doubling of the Kottavala-
sa-Boddavara section and the 
Shimiliguda-Gorapur section.

In the energy sector, the 
Prime minister  opened the 
Srikakulam-Angul Natural 
Gas Pipeline of GAIL India 
Limited, which was built at a 
cost of around Rs 1,730 crore 
and traverses around 124 km 
in Andhra Pradesh and 298 
km in Odisha.

Similarly, he also inaugu-
rated Indian Oil's 60 TMTPA 
(Thousand Metric Tonnes per 
annum) LPG bottling plant 
at Chittoor, established at an 
investment of around Rs 200 
crore.

Further, PM Modi opened 
the Advanced Night Vision 
Products Factory at Nimmal-
uru, Krishna district, estab-
lished by Bharat Electronics 
Limited at an investment of 
around Rs 360 crore. During 
his recent visit to New Delhi, 
Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu extended the invi-
tation to PM Modi for "Super 
GST - Super Savings" pro-
gramme.

The GST Council recently 
approved a complete over-
haul of the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax regime, slashing tax 
on several common use items, 
from hair oil to corn flakes 
and personal health and life 
insurance policies and ump-
teen others.

"The upcoming Super 
GST Super Savings event in 
Kurnool will celebrate the  

MI News Service, Patna / New Delhi: The sec-
ond list of 44 candidates of the ruling  Janata Dal 
(United) for the next month’s Bihar  assembly polls, 
was announced here on Thursday by Chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar with several ministers like Shei-
la Mandal, Vijendra Prasad Yadav, Leshi Singh, 
Jayant Raj and Mohd Zama Khan featuring among 
the nominees,

The party also fielded turncoats Chetan Anand 
from Nabinagar and Vibha Devi from Nawad. Both 
were earlier associated with the RJD.

Besides, the JD(U) nominated Kaladhar Mandal 
from the Rupauli seat.

The JD(U), a major alliance partner of the NDA 
in Bihar, has now released the list of all 101 candi-
dates for the upcoming polls.

Elections to the 243-member Bihar assembly 
will be held in two phases on November 6 and 
November 11. The results will be declared on No-
vember 14.

Meanwhile, BJP leaders had their hands full on 
Wednesday as its allies Rashtriya Lok Morcha and 
Hindustan Awam Morcha voiced displeasure over 
“disproportionate” allocation of seats to Chirag 
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), forcing 
re-negotiations over several seats. The National 
Democratic Alliance in Bihar had announced the 
seat-sharing arrangement three days ago. 

Leader of the Opposition in the Bihar Assembly 
and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi 
Yadav filed his nomination papers on Wednesday 
from the Raghopur constituency in Vaishali dis-
trict, seeking a third consecutive term.

Deputy Chief Minister and senior BJP leader Vi-
jay Kumar Sinha also filed his nomination papers 
from the Lakhisarai seat, along with several other 
party candidates. 

Meanwhile, Jan Suraaj Party founder and for-
mer election strategist Prashant Kishor has an-
nounced that he would not contest the upcoming 
Assembly election, citing his “responsibility to 
campaign for other party candidates”.

Senior BJP leader Anurag Thakur,MP, on Thurs-

day lashed out the Mahagathbandhan, claiming that 
the opposition parties have given election tickets to 
children of “goons” while the ruling National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) has given chance to “young 
people” who will work for the youth in Bihar.

“Look at the NDA candidates; many young can-
didates have been given a chance so that the NDA 
government can be formed for the youth of Bihar. 
On the other hand, those who are corrupt and be-
lieve in Jungle Raj have given tickets to the sons 
of strongmen and goons. Is Lalu Prasad Yadav 
thinking of bringing back Jungle Raj in Bihar? The 
people of Bihar will never accept this. The people 
of Bihar want to connect with development,” Thak-
ur said.

He further stated that NDA has gained momen-
tum in Bihar while the Mahagathbandhan remains 
in conflict over seat-sharing.

Within this charged atmodphere  Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah arrived in poll-bound Bihar 
on a three-day visit on Thursday. During his  stay 
Shah  is likely to hold organisational meetings, 
meet leaders of alliance partners and address a 
few public meetings. The Union Home minister  is 
also likely to be present in some candidate nomi-
nation meetings as well, BJP sources said.

"Hopefully, candidates for all five constituents of 
the NDA will be announced soon. Over the course 
of the next four days, filing of nomination papers 
will be completed for all 243 seats in the state as-
sembly. Instructions will be issued by Shah to all 
party leaders to ensure better coordination among 
NDA partners during the polls," a senior BJP lead-
er said.

Several top BJP leaders, including Chief minis-
ters of about a dozen states and Union ministers, 
are likely to visit Bihar this month to "boost the mo-
rale of the NDA candidates" at the time of filing of 
nomination papers, which will continue till October 
20 for both phases of the polls, the sources said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will also  
hold rallies in Bihar in the run-up to the elections, 
they said.

MI News Service, Mumbai: 
In one of the largest digital 
frauds in recent time in India, 
a 72-year-old businessman in 
Mumbai has allegedly been 
duped of a staggering Rs 58 
crore in a 'digital arrest' scam 
orchestrated by fraudsters 
posing as ED and CBI officials, 
police said on Thursday.

The Rs 58 crore loss could 
be one of the largest reported 
in a 'digital arrest' cyber fraud 
case involving an individual, an 
official said.

The Mumbai-based busi-
nessman has fallen victim to 
one of the most audacious 
cyber scams in recent times  
when the   perpetrators al-
legedly  coerced the victim 
and his wife into transferring 
vast sums of money by claim-
ing they were under investi-

gation for money laundering. 
This elaborate “digital arrest” 
scam stands among the larg-
est financial deceptions in In-
dia, highlighting the growing 
sophistication of online fraud 
targeting high-net-worth indi-
viduals.

Police confirmed that three 
individuals have been appre-
hended in connection with the 
case, which involved metic-
ulous planning, forged docu-
mentation, and a network of 
multiple bank accounts across 
several states.

Authorities stated that the 
victim was first contacted on 
19 August by identifying them-
selves as Subramaniam and 
Karan Sharma. Using multiple 
mobile numbers and WhatsApp 
video calls, they imperson-
ated senior officials from the 

CBI and other government 
agencies. Presenting forged 
documents and threatening a 
“digital arrest,” the scammers 
coerced the businessman and 
his wife into transferring a 
totalof Rs 58  crore to various 
accounts under the pretext of 
clearing their names in a mon-
ey laundering investigation.

Over nearly two months, be-
tween 19 August and 8 October 
2025, the businessman trans-
ferred a total of Rs 58.13 crore 
through RTGS to accounts des-
ignated by the accused. By the 
time the fraud was discovered, 
the funds had already been si-
phoned off.

Investigations revealed that 
the fraudsters routed the sto-
len money through 18 separate 
bank accounts across Maha-
rashtra and other states.

Rahul Gandhi 
alleges PM Modi 
afraid of Trump

Zero tolerance against 
criminals operating 
from foreign lands: 
Amit Shah
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In a post shared on X (formerly Twitter), Abhishek Banerjee declared the beginning of a “digital battle” to defend Bengal’s identity, pride, and legacy. 
“Our beloved motherland, Bengal, is being hounded, humiliated, and maligned by ‘Bohiragoto Bangla-BirodhiZamindars’ who thrive on lies and  
propaganda. It is upon us to stand up for Bengal’s rights, dignity, and truth,” he wrote. � �Pg 3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is presented with a wooden carving of Bhramaramba Mallikarjuna Swamy Varla  
Devasthanam temple by Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and State Deputy Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan during his visit to the temple, at Srisailam in Nandyal on Thursday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee visited the Mahakal Mandir in Darjeeling, during her tour to survey flood-hit 
areas in North Bengal, on Thursday.
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D.El.Ed-trained, TET-qualified job aspirants (2022) held a procession, joined by Bhangar
ISF leader Naushad Siddiqui, demanding recruitment for 50,000 vacant primary teaching
posts. The rally proceeded from Sealdah to Y-Channel in Kolkata on Thursday.

Dipankar Edbar, Nadia : A
woman was allegedly hacked
to death by her husband fol-
lowing a heated quarrel at
their home in Birnagar, Nadia
district. The accused, identified
as Pranakrishna Saha, is cur-
rently absconding, police said.

The deceased has been
identified as Baby Saha. Ac-
cording to neighbours, frequent
altercations between the couple
were common. On Thursday,
loud arguments were again
heard from the house. Moments
later, neighbours rushed in after

hearing Baby’s screams and
found her lying in a pool of
blood. She was rushed to a local
hospital and later referred to
Ranaghat hospital, where doc-
tors declared her brought dead.

Preliminary investigation
suggests that during the alter-
cation, Pranakrishna attacked
his wife with a sharp weapon
and fled the spot soon after.
Baby’s body has been sent for
post-mortem examination. Po-
lice have launched a search
operation to trace the ab-
sconding husband.

Dipankar Edbar, Shantipur :
For homemaker Iti Sad-
hukha Mondal, the festival
of lights has taken on a
whole new meaning. While
many decorate their homes
with traditional clay lamps,
this young woman from
Shantipur has added a cre-
ative glow to Diwali,
through her handcrafted,
aromatic designer candles.
Her venture, aptly named
“Candle Hut”, has become a
small but shining success
story. What began as a hum-
ble home-based experiment
is now producing hundreds
of scented and decorative
candles that are being sold
not only in local markets but
also across several districts
of West Bengal.

Among her most popu-
lar creations are ‘Laddu
Glass Candles,’ ‘Floating
Fashion Candles,’ and hand-
painted sets of 14 diyas, spe-
cially designed for Diwali
decor. This season, Iti has
introduced a unique ‘Wax
Diya’- a candle shaped like
a traditional earthen lamp
but designed to burn longer
and spread a gentle fra-
grance. But her creativity
goes beyond festive lights.
Candle Hut produces
themed gift items all year
round, from ‘Jamai Shashthi
Thalis’ to scented incense

stick sets for Durga Puja.
Each product reflects her
artistic touch, vibrant
colours, intricate brush-
work, and a personal flair
that blends tradition with
modern design.

A graduate of Ranaghat
College, Iti worked for three
years in a private com-
pany’s sales department be-
fore deciding to follow her
passion. Alongside running
her business, she also gives
private tuition. “With focus
and hard work, this craft
can become a sustainable
source of income for any
family,” she says with a
smile. Married just seven
months ago, Iti has found
strong support in her hus-
band Bikram Mondal, who
works with a private firm
while helping in family

farming. Her in-laws, too,
have encouraged her every
step of the way. This Diwali,
her workshop is buzzing
with activity as thousands of
candles are being readied
for dispatch across India,
and even abroad. Local cus-
tomers receive their orders
directly from her, while
larger consignments are
shipped via courier.

In an age of LED lights
and electric décor, Iti’s
hand-painted candles and
diyas are reviving the time-
less charm of traditional il-
lumination. As Shantipur
prepares for Diwali, the air
is filled not just with the
sparkle of light, but also the
sweet fragrance of her can-
dles, the scent of self-re-
liance, creativity, and
dreams taking flight.

Dipankar Edbar, Krishnagar : A long-standing demand of lo-
cals near Burima temple in Krishnagar’s Chasapara area has
finally been met. Just ahead of the famous Jagaddhatri Puja,
the Krishnagar Municipality has begun construction of a new
road leading to the revered shrine, bringing much relief to
residents and devotees. For years, the road remained in a de-
plorable condition despite repeated appeals from locals. The
route is crucial, as thousands of devotees visit Burima’s tem-
ple every year during Jagaddhatri Puja, and the stretch also
connects key parts of the town, including bus stands.

Residents said the poor condition of the road had often
caused accidents and inconveniences during immersion pro-
cessions. “We had repeatedly requested the municipality to
repair the road. Finally, our plea has been heard. We’re
happy that this will ease access for devotees this year,” said
Gautam Ghosh, secretary of the Burima Puja Committee.
Civic officials said the work is being carried out on a war foot-
ing so that devotees can enjoy a hassle-free puja this season.

Man kills wife after domestic quarrel, absconding Shantipur homemaker lights up
lives with her designer candles

Ahead of Jagaddhatri Puja, Krishnagar civic 
body builds new road to Burima temple

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Enforcement Depart-
ment (ED), probing the al-
leged large-scale sand
smuggling and its money
trails across West Bengal,
Thursday began fresh
search operations in multi-
ple locations, including
Kolkata and Medinipur, of-
ficial sources said. They
said the ED officials from
early in the morning have
raided the properties, of-
fices and godowns of the
business people and their
workers in at least seven lo-
cations in alleged sand
smuggling and its money
trails in Kolkata’s Bentinck
Street near Lal Bazar, Lal-
garh and Gopiballavpur in
Jhargram district and at
the residence of a business-
man in Asansol in West
Bardhaman district.

The ED's simultaneous
raids in seven locations of
the day happened nearly
five weeks after the anti-
corruption federal agency
raided some 20 locations on
September 9 in which they
seized many incriminating
documents and cash. The
ED officials, aided by the
Central armed forces,
began search operations in
the properties of several
businessmen involved in al-
leged sand mining and
smuggling the natural re-
sources damaging river
courses with the support of
the people in power against
funding like protection
money, sources said.

They said the central
agency raided the proper-
ties of one businessman

Sourabh Roy at his home
and godowns at Lalgarh
and Gopiballavpur in Jhar-
gram region. The sleuths
also raided Roy's godowns
and hideouts of his workers
in relation to the sand
scam. The ED during Sep-
tember 9 raids has seized
several incriminating docu-
ments and money from the
properties of Roy.

The ED also raided the
properties of Sheikh
Jahirul, a prominent figure
in the scam in Jhargram
district last month. The ED
sleuths had conducted
searches at his sprawling
residence located near the
Subarnarekha River in
Gopiballavpur. He has been
accused of being involved
in the illegal sand extrac-
tion and trade business,
the official said, adding
that a huge amount of cash
was seized from his prem-
ises then. Jahirul report-
edly used to work as a
village police volunteer
under the Gopiballabhpur
police station but lost his
job. His alleged induction
into the sand-mining trade
escalated his lifestyle. Be-
fore his stint as a police
volunteer, Jahirul was a bi-
cycle mechanic. Inciden-
tally, Jahirul, who owns
several sand mines, used to
be a bicycle mechanic be-
fore working as a village
police officer and ulti-
mately transitioning into
the sand trade. The ED of-
ficials examined business
records, financial docu-
ments, and properties
linked to the scam.

ED launched fresh search operations in multiple
locations in alleged sand smuggling scam in Bengal

Vaishali: Tata Salt, India's leading iodized salt brand, has reaf-
firmed its commitment to combating iodine deficiency disorders
(IDD) in children. As the first national branded iodized salt, Tata
Salt raises awareness about iodine, a crucial micronutrient for
mental development, particularly during early childhood.
Iodised salt contributes to well-being and taste in meals.

World Iodine Deficiency Day, Tata Salt

MI News Service, Durgapur: The
sensational Durgapur ‘gang rape’’
case has taken a dramatic turn –
shattering the initial narrative and
exposing new layers of complexity in
the investigation. Police sources have
now confirmed that the alleged
crime was not a case of gang rape
but was perpetrated by single indi-
vidual. The arrested accused has
been identified as Wasif Ali, a class-
mate of the medical student victim.

According the investigators, Waif
Ali was with the victim on the night
of the assault. After four days of in-
terrogation and crucial evidence col-
lection, the police formally arrested
him on Tuesday, establishing him  as
the prime accused in the case. So far,
a total of six individuals have been
taken into custody in connection with
the incident, as law enforcement
continue to scrutinize the circum-
stances surrounding the assault.

However, what has drawn equal at-
tention is the stunning reversal by
the victim’s father, who had earlier
lashed out at the West Bengal admin-
istration, equating the state’s secu-
rity condition to ‘’Aurangzeb’s rule’’
and vehemently demanding that his
daughter be moved back to Odisha,
citing safety concerns. His earlier re-
marks were blistering—questioning
governance and law and order in
Bengal. In a complete change of
tone, the father has now issued a
public apology to CM Mamata Baner-

jee, describing her as ‘’like a
mother’’ and expressing regret for
his previous remarks. He said, ‘’if I
have said anything wrong against
her, please forgive me. I appeal to
her to help my daughter get justice.
If I meet her, I will bow at her feet.’’
This striking U-turn stirred political
and public discussions, with many
questioning what prompted such a
dramatic shift. Meanwhile, CM Ma-
mata Banerjee has reiterated  that
“none of the culprits will be spared,’’
assuring that justice will be delivered
without compromise. The Durgapur
case, which initially appeared as a
horrific incident implicating multiple
offenders, now stands reframed
under new investigative findings. As
the investigation deepens and politi-
cal tremors spread, the case contin-
ues to grip Bengal- with every new
revelation adding to the high-voltage
drama unfolding around it.

Durgapur rape deepens: Father apologizes, police arrest classmate as main accused
MI News Service, Asansol:
A dawn of high drama un-
folded in Asansol on Thurs-
day when the ED launched
a coordinated crackdown
on an alleged sand smug-
gling and money-launching
network spanning multiple
districts of West Bengal.

The operation began at
daybreak, when a convoy of
ED vehicles rolled into Mur-
gashol, under Asansol
South police station, head-
ing straight for the resi-
dence of prominent sand
trader Manish Bagaria.
Within moments, officials
cordoned off the area,
seized the family members’
mobile phones, and com-
menced an extensive
search of the premises. Ac-
cording to sources, the raid
is part of a lager investiga-
tion into illegal sand syndi-
cates that have been
operating across South
Bengal, allegedly facilitat-
ing transactions worth
crores of rupees through
fraudulent sand mining
leases and manipulated
permits. Investigators sus-
pect that the Bagaria fam-
ily, with widespread
business interests in iron
steel  manufacturing units
across Purulia and Bakura,
maintained strong links
with a network of state. The
ED is probing allegation
that a significant share of
profits was siphoned off
through shell companies
and unaccounted bank
transfers. The Asansol raid
is only one front of a sweep-
ing statewide operation.
Parallel search drives were
simultaneously conducted
in Jhargram and Kolkata.
In Jhargram, officials tar-
geted the residence of
Sheikh Jahirul Ali, a former
village policeman-turned-
sand magnate, suspected of
running a major illegal ex-
traction operation through
multiple unauthorized sand
mines. In Kolkata, ED offi-
cers raided the offices of GD
Mining Company on James
Long Sarani, Behala, and
its satellite unit at Bidhan-
nagar’s Sector V, both
under suspicion for irregu-
lar financial transactions
linked to the sand trade
network. Preliminary find-
ings point to a deep web of
forged licenses, illegal ex-
cavation, and cross-district
money laundering involving
several industrial entities.
The ED’s latest move sig-
nals a dramatic escalation
in its crackdown on the
state’s booming illegal sand
economy— one long alleged
to operate with political
backing and deep bureau-
cratic complicity. As inves-
tigations intensify, sources
suggest that more high-pro-
file names in Bengal’s min-
ing and construction
sectors could soon come
under the agency’s scanner.

Meg ED Raid: Sand, steel
and Crores under scrutiny

MI News Service, Jalpiaguri:
Serious questions are being
raised after an undertrial
prisoner, accused of mur-
dering his wife, was found
dead inside the Dhupguri
police lock-up in Jalpaiguri
district late Tuesday night.
The incident has triggered
tension across the area,
with locals demanding
transparency and accounta-
bility from the police.The
deceased, identified as
Prasanna Kumar Roy, a res-
ident of Satsang Para in
Dhupguri, had been taken
into custody on Saturday fol-
lowing allegations of bru-
tally assaulting his second
wife, Savitri Roy, who suc-
cumbed to her injuries at
Jalpaiguri Medical College
the following morning. A
murder case was subse-
quently registered against
him, and he was remanded
to police custody by the
court on Tuesday.

According to police
sources, Prasanna was pro-
vided a blanket that night to
sleep inside the lock-up. It is
alleged that he used the
rope of that blanket to hang
himself in the darkness of
the cell. Other inmates re-
portedly noticed his lifeless
body and raised an alarm.
On-duty officers rushed in,
rescued him, and took him
to Dhupguri Rural Hospital,
where doctors pronounced
him dead on arrival. The

body was sent for post-
mortem examination at the
Jalpaiguri Police Morgue on
Wednesday. Police sources
confirmed that the autopsy
was conducted in the pres-
ence of Prasanna’s elder
son, Amit Roy, and close
family members. The family
later performed the last
rites at Maskalaibari crema-
torium. Speaking to re-
porters, family members
revealed that there were
clear rope marks on
Prasanna’s neck but no visi-
ble injuries elsewhere on
the body. While police
sources continue to main-
tain that the death was a
case of suicide, the family
has expressed suspicion
over the circumstances,
hinting that more needs to
be uncovered about what
transpired inside the lock-
up. Top officers of the Jal-
paiguri district police, when
contacted, declined to com-
ment on the incident. How-
ever, sources within the
department confirmed that
an internal inquiry has been
initiated into the death of
the undertrial prisoner. As
the Dhupguri community
grapples with shock and un-
ease, public questions over
the accountability and safety
within police custody have
once again come to the fore
— adding yet another name
to the long list of custodial
deaths demanding answers.

Undertrial murder accused found dead
in Dhupghuri lock-up, probe order

MI News Service, Hooghly:
A major controversy
erupted in Hooghly’s
Chunchura Municipality
after allegations surfaced
of illegal construction on
government land. Follow-
ing a local complaint, MLA
Asit Majumdar personally
inspected the site in Ward
No. 20’s Pratappur area on
Thursday morning, expos-
ing blatant encroachment
and unauthorized con-
struction along the banks
of a water body.

Upon arrival, the MLA
reportedly found a large
section of government land
concreted and leveled with
debris. Pavements had
been built illegally around
the pond, effectively occu-
pying public property
under the guise of land
reclamation. Witnessing
the extensive encroach-
ment, a visibly agitated
Asit Majumdar declared,

“This is completely illegal.
I will report this matter to
the District Magistrate,
BLRO, Additional District
Magistrate (Land), and the
Chunchura police. Such
encroachment will not be
tolerated.” Asit Majumdar
further warned that if the
ward’s public representa-
tive was aware of the ac-
tivity and failed to report
it, disciplinary action
would follow. “If any party
member is found com-
plicit, the party leadership
will take necessary deci-
sions,” he added. The 
accused, Achyut Sadhu,
admitted to undertaking
the work, stating that 
he had applied for a gov-
ernment lease but was 
unaware he could not
begin construction without
approval. He claimed 
the illegal work had con-
tinued for two months.
The revelation has
sparked sharp criticism
from the opposition. BJP
leader Swapan Pal said,
“It is shameful that gov-
ernment land can be occu-
pied in broad daylight
without anyone noticing.
This exposes the complete
breakdown of law and
order.” Asit Majumdar
urged citizens to stay alert
and report any sign of en-
croachment promptly to
the authorities.

MLA Inspects illegal construction
on government land, orders action

MI News Service, Purulia: Allegations
of irregularities have surfaced over
the appointment of Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) in Purulia district ahead
of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls. Opposition parties
have accused the administration of
enlisting para teachers and other con-
tractual workers as BLOs, in clear vi-
olation of government norms.

The controversy erupted in Puru-
lia Block No. 1 under the Balrampur
Assembly Constituency, where the of-
ficial BLO list shows Kalabati Mahato
of Gandhaphusro Primary School-1
(SL No. 13) designated as an assistant
teacher. In reality, she is a para
teacher — a fact she herself admitted.
“I am a para teacher. Initially, there
were issues, but now things are fine. I
have found 20 to 25 dead voters,” Ma-
hato said. Similarly, the BLO list in-

cludes another part-time teacher from
Kanali Primary School (SL No. 18)
falsely shown as a full-time assistant
teacher. Opposition parties allege such
misrepresentation is widespread and
amounts to administrative fraud. Dis-
trict BJP leaders have lodged a formal
complaint with the District Magis-
trate, accusing the ruling Trinamool
Congress government of manipulating

BLO postings to ensure favorable elec-
tion management. Purulia MP Jyotir-
moy Singh Mahato alleged, “Mamata
Banerjee is illegally appointing con-
tract workers to influence election
conduct.”Congress leader Nepal Ma-
hato declared that the matter would
be taken to the Election Commission,
while CPM’s Krishnapada Biswas con-
demned the act as “a deliberate fraud
on democratic procedure.”Ruling
party leaders downplayed the issue,
advising investigation by ERO or
AERO if errors exist. Purulia BDO
Manoj Maiti insisted, “The BLO ap-
pointments were made strictly follow-
ing Election Commission guidelines.
There is no question of irregulari-
ties.”As political tensions escalate, Pu-
rulia finds itself at the center of
another debate over transparency in
electoral groundwork.

Para Teacher listed as BLOs in Purulia, opposition cries foul

MI News, Serampoor: At the Trinamool Con-
gress's Vijaya Sammilani event, Serampore
MP and senior TMC leader Kalyan Banerjee
launched a scathing attack on the Left Front’s
legacy in West Bengal, particularly targeting
the tenure of late Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya. In a fiery address to party
workers and supporters, Kalyan Banerjee
condemned what he described as a period
marked by unchecked violence, political sup-
pression, and institutional decay under Left
rule.

Kalyan Banerjee accused the Bhat-

tacharya-led government of presiding over
one of the darkest chapters in Bengal’s history,
citing record levels of murder and rape during
the regime. He criticized recent efforts to glo-
rify Bhattacharya following his death, stating
that the former Chief Minister’s legacy should
not be whitewashed. “Let’s not forget the
nasty history of that era. Crimes were ram-
pant, and the police force acted as a puppet of
the CPM,” Kalyan Banerjee declared, drawing
loud applause from the audience. He used the
platform not just to revisit the past but to chal-
lenge the present-day opposition.

Kalyan Banerjee Slams Left Rule, Dares Opposition Ahead of 2026 Elections

Karachi woman found on
Bengal voter list, MLA ac-
knowledges Pakistan link
MI News Service, Barrackpore:
A major controversy has
erupted in Naihati, North 24
Parganas, after allegations sur-
faced that a Pakistani citizen
has been enlisted as a voter in
the constituency. Former Bar-
rackpore MP Arjun Singh has
accused the administration of
gross negligence and alleged de-
liberate irregularities in the
electoral rolls. The woman in
question, Saleya Khatun, a resi-
dent of AT Ghosh Lane in Nai-
hati, is originally from Karachi,
Pakistan. According to docu-
ments supplied by Arjun Singh,
she entered India in 1991 after
marrying a local man, Moham-
mad Imran, who had returned
from Dubai for work. Singh
claimed that despite her Pak-
istani citizenship, her name ap-
pears in the Naihati voter list
and that she has exercised her
franchise in previous elec-
tions.“She is a Pakistani citizen.
She came from Karachi, and
even her daughter holds a Pak-
istani passport. Yet both have
voted here,” Singh said. He
stated that he has sent docu-
mentary proof of Saleya’s na-
tionality to the Election
Commission and the Union
Home Ministry, demanding her
immediate arrest and deporta-
tion. Trinamool Congress MLA
Sanat Dey did not deny the alle-
gation, acknowledging, “Yes, Sa-
leya is from Pakistan. But voter
cards are issued under the Elec-
tion Commission’s supervision.
Let them verify whether the doc-
uments are genuine.”Sources
confirm that Saleya’s Pakistani
passport was recently cancelled
and her visa renewal denied
amid diplomatic tensions.

Woman duped of Rs 44 lakh , accused nabbed from resort
MI News Service, Hooghly: In yet another shocking instance of
cyber fraud, the Hooghly District Police have busted a high-pro-
file matrimonial scam in which a young woman was swindled
out of ₹44 lakh by a fraudster posing as a successful business-
man. The accused, Jamir Abbas, was arrested from a luxury re-
sort in Mandarmani after months on the run. According to
police reports, the 27-year-old victim met the accused on a re-
puted matrimonial website earlier this year. Introducing himself
as “Anupam Roy”, a Kolkata-based businessman, the accused
gradually won the woman’s trust and even established close ties
with her family under the guise of a marriage proposal.

Over the next few months, Abbas allegedly exploited this
emotional bond to extort ₹44 lakh from the woman, citing a fab-
ricated business crisis. He claimed his accounts had been
“frozen” due to GST and Income Tax complications and per-
suaded her to transfer money to “help unlock his funds.” Once
the money was sent, the accused vanished — deleting his mat-
rimonial profile and cutting off all contact. The victim lodged a
formal complaint with the Cyber Crime Cell of Hooghly Police
on May 6, triggering a meticulous digital trail investigation. Of-
ficers traced multiple financial transactions and communication
records linking the accused to the fraud. Two accomplices —
Abhishek Roy and Zahir Abbas — were arrested earlier during
the probe. Zahir Abbas was recently remanded in seven days’
police custody by the Chandannagar Court for further interro-
gation. After months of pursuit, police tracked down the prime
accused, Jamir Abbas, hiding at a resort in Mandarmani. He
was arrested in a pre-dawn operation earlier this week. A senior
police officer from the Cyber Crime Cell said, “The accused cre-
ated a fake identity with professionally edited business creden-
tials and forged documents to gain credibility. We suspect he
may have duped other women in a similar manner. Further in-
vestigation is underway to uncover the full extent of the net-
work.” The case has sent ripples across social and digital
platforms, raising alarm over the growing number of cyber-en-
abled matrimonial scams in India. Experts warn that fraudsters
are increasingly exploiting emotional vulnerability and social
trust associated with marriage portals to target victims — often
educated and financially independent women.
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MI News Service, Kolkata:  West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Thursday announced that 
a large ‘Mahakaal’ temple will be 
constructed in Siliguri, adding that 
a trust will be formed to oversee its 
development. Speaking to reporters 
during her visit to Darjeeling, Baner-
jee said the temple will be located 
next to the proposed convention cen-
tre in Siliguri.

Mahakaal is a revered name for 
Lord Shiva in Hindu mythology, and 
the new temple is expected to become 
a major religious landmark in North 
Bengal. “A large Mahakaal temple 
will come up near the proposed con-
vention centre in Siliguri. For this, a 
trust needs to be formed,” she stated 

after offering prayers at the existing 
Mahakaal temple in Darjeeling.

The chief minister has previously 
played a key role in the establish-
ment of significant religious sites in 
the state, including the Jagannath 
temple in Digha. Banerjee empha-
sized that the land for the Siliguri 
temple will be provided by the state 
government, while construction is 
expected to take some time.

Banerjee’s announcement comes 
amid her ongoing public outreach 
programme in North Bengal, which 
has recently faced severe natural 
calamities. Torrential rains and land-
slides had caused extensive damage 
in the region, resulting in the loss of 
32 lives. During her visit, the chief 

minister interacted with local resi-
dents and assured them of the gov-
ernment’s continued support in relief 
and rehabilitation efforts.

She highlighted that the temple 
project is part of broader efforts to 
boost cultural, spiritual, and infra-
structural development in North Ben-
gal. Officials said that the formation 
of the temple trust will involve ex-
perts, devotees, and local represen-
tatives to ensure proper planning and 
management.

The proposed site, next to the con-
vention centre, has been selected 
for its accessibility and potential to 
attract visitors from across the state 
and beyond. The temple, once com-
pleted, is expected to host religious 

ceremonies, festivals, and cultural 
events, enhancing the spiritual and 
social fabric of Siliguri.

Banerjee’s visit to Darjeeling also 
included prayers at the existing Ma-
hakaal temple, where she sought 
blessings for the successful comple-
tion of the project. The chief minister 
expressed hope that the new temple 
would become a center of faith and 
devotion for people across West Ben-
gal, reflecting the state’s rich reli-
gious heritage.

The Mahakaal temple project in 
Siliguri represents a continuation of 
the state government’s commitment 
to preserving cultural and religious 
traditions while fostering regional 
development.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  With 
less than a year to go before the 2026 
Assembly elections, the Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) has stepped up its 
digital outreach strategy, launching 
a new online campaign titled ‘Ami 
Banglar Digital Joddha’ (I am Ben-
gal’s Digital Warrior). The initiative, 
announced by TMC’s national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Banerjee on 
Thursday, aims to counter what the 
party calls the BJP’s “anti-Bengal 
propaganda” through social media 
and other digital platforms.

In a post shared on X (formerly 
Twitter), Abhishek declared the be-
ginning of a “digital battle” to defend 
Bengal’s identity, pride, and legacy. 
“Our beloved motherland, Bengal, 
is being hounded, humiliated, and 

maligned by ‘Bohiragoto Bangla-Bi-
rodhiZamindars’ who thrive on lies 
and propaganda. It is upon us to 
stand up for Bengal’s rights, dignity, 
and truth,” he wrote.

Launching the campaign’s official 
portal, Abhishek called upon the 
youth to lead the initiative. “That’s 
why I am launching ‘Ami Banglar 
Digital Joddha,’ a people-powered, 
youth-led digital movement to pro-
tect Bengal’s identity and carry its 
message of pride and progress to ev-
ery corner of India and the world. To 
every young person who refuses to 
let Bengal be slandered, this is your 
clarion call. Join as a Digital Joddha 
and strengthen Bengal’s future,” his 
message read.

In a three-minute video shared on 

social media, Abhishek further said, 
“Outsiders are deliberately spreading 
lies to destroy the pride and tradition 
of Bengal. Now our battle begins in 
the digital space. Our goal is to re-
store Bengal’s dignity and rights, and 
we will fight for it as far as needed.”

Party insiders said the campaign 
marks a strategic shift toward dig-

itally driven political engagement, 
targeting younger voters and online 
audiences.

Notably, before every major elec-
tion, the ruling TMC has launched 
new outreach initiatives. Ahead of 
the 2023 Panchayat polls, Abhishek’s 
‘TrinamooleyNabajowar’ (New Wave 
in Trinamool) campaign gained wide-
spread popularity, with the leader 
touring almost every district in the 
state. Based on his feedback, many 
candidates were selected for local 
elections.

Now, with the focus shifting online, 
‘Ami Banglar Digital Joddha’ is ex-
pected to be the party’s central cam-
paign to counter BJP narratives and 
mobilise youth participation across 
Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The 
Merchant’s Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (MCCI) has appointed Dr. Ni-
tesh Kumar, MD and CEO of Emami 
Realty, as Co-Chairman of its Infra-
structure & Real Estate Council for 
2025-26. Recognized for his contri-
butions to the real estate sector, Dr. 
Kumar will lead initiatives to improve 
housing accessibility and affordability 
in India. Under his leadership, MCCI 
aims to drive sustainable development, 
industry-government collaboration, 
and transformative growth in infra-
structure and realty.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    Kolkata is set to 
welcome renowned inter-
national brand strategist 
and author Dr Erich Joa-
chimsthaler for the 24th edi-
tion of CII Brand Conclave 
2025, India’s leading brand 
management platform, CII 
announced at a press meet.

Now in its 24th year, CII 
Brand Conclave attracts 
over 400 delegates annually, 
including marketing lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, inves-
tors, and innovators. Over 
the years, it has become a 
hallmark of insight, innova-
tion, and inspiration, host-
ing some of the world’s most 
influential branding voices.

The event also marks the 
launch of “Brand Collector”, 
a pioneering platform cel-
ebrating brand excellence 
and fostering collaboration 
among industry leaders.

Animesh Roy, Co-chair-
man, CII Marketing & Brand 

Task Force, Eastern Region, 
and Tata Steel executive, 
stated that Dr Joachimsthal-
er, CEO of VIVALDI, will lead 
a day-long masterclass on 
How AI Creates Value for 
Businesses and Brands, ex-
ploring AI’s transformative 
role in branding and growth.

NamitBajoria, MD of 
Kutchina Homemakers Ltd, 
highlighted the unveiling of 
Brand Collector’s Issue, fea-
turing insights from global 
brand thinkers including Al 
Ries, David Aaker, and Mar-
tin Lindstrom.

RupakBarua, Vice Chair-
man, CII West Bengal, em-
phasized the importance of 
global exposure in enriching 
Indian brand strategy.

The CII Brand Con-
clave 2025 promises an  
immersive experience, 
bringing AI-driven brand 
innovation and global per-
spectives to India’s market-
ing community.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Respond-
ing to Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
appeal, a new Kolkata-London flight 
service is set to begin soon. The service 
will start on 26 October, allowing pas-
sengers to travel from Kolkata to London 
and back on the same day. Initially, trav-
elers will have to transit via Mumbai to 
reach London. The fare has been fixed at 
₹22,000.

Currently, due to the absence of direct 
flights from Kolkata, passengers have 
had to travel via other states like Delhi 
or Mumbai, or take connecting flights 
through Dubai or Qatar, leading to signif-
icant time loss. In March this year, Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee urged the 

High Commission in London to launch a 
direct Kolkata-London flight from West 
Bengal. She said, “Bengal is not too far. 
It would be very helpful to have a direct 
flight from London. I will request the UK 
ambassador to consider this. Earlier, 
British Airways operated the service. A 
direct flight will be beneficial.”

Following her appeal at the London 
High Commission, she also raised the is-
sue at a merchant assembly, emphasizing 
the need for direct air connectivity. She 
added, “Start the Kolkata-London direct 
flight. We will request British Airways. 
Early travelers will get fuel concessions. 
With Green Airport in operation, no seat 
will remain vacant. We face issues every 

day, and this service will help.”
She further noted that earlier direct 

flights were discontinued before her 
government came to power, even though 
demand remained high. She highlighted 
that all seats are usually fully booked, 
and restarting the service will support 
trade and travel.

In response to the Chief Minister’s re-
peated appeals, British Airways initiated 
plans for a Kolkata-London route. Now, 
IndiGo Airlines has decided to launch the 
service, marking a significant step to-
ward improving international air connec-
tivity for Kolkata residents and boosting 
business and tourism ties between the 
two cities.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  The 
city police and civic authorities 
have drawn up detailed plans to 
ensure smooth and safe celebra-
tions during Kali Puja across the 
city. Police Commissioner Manoj 
Verma has urged all organisers to 
strictly follow safety regulations 
and avoid any violations during 
the festive days.

Kali Puja organisers have sub-
mitted a set of demands to the city 
police, including permission to 
host a Kali Puja carnival similar 
to the Durga Puja carnival, and 
concessions on electricity bills. 
They argued that if Durga Puja 
committees receive government 
grants and other logistical sup-
port, similar assistance should 
also be extended to Kali Puja or-
ganisers.

Ashish Roy, one of the organ-
isers, said, “We requested the 
Commissioner to consider con-
cessions on power bills and per-
mission to organise a carnival for 
Kali Puja, just like Durga Puja. 
Now, it depends on what decision 
the authorities take.”

According to sources, this year 
the city administration has ap-

proved around 2,800 Kali Pujas 
across Kolkata.

Police Commissioner Manoj 
Verma issued clear warnings 
against the use of banned fire-
works and sky lanterns (fanush), 
reminding that fanush has been 
listed as a prohibited item by the 
Fire Department since a 2019 no-
tification. “All police stations have 
been instructed to take necessary 
action if they find anyone selling 
or lighting sky lanterns,” Verma 
said.

While green firecrackers will 
be allowed under specific limits, 
the sale or purchase of banned 
fireworks will be strictly pro-
hibited. Verma also appealed to 
residents, especially those living 
in high-rise buildings, to ensure 
adequate safety arrangements 
before bursting crackers.

As in previous years, specific 
immersion dates have been fixed 
for idol processions. The Commis-
sioner announced that Kali idol 
immersions will take place on 
October 21, 22, and 23, and DJ 
music has been banned during 
immersion processions to prevent 
noise pollution.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In an innova-
tive move to control pollution and promote 
sustainable infrastructure, the West Bengal 
government plans to use modern technology 
and recycled waste materials for rural road 
repair under the Pathashree Project. Naban-
na has emphasised the use of bituminous 
mixes containing waste plastic for the resto-
ration and construction of rural roads across 
districts.

Officials said special focus will be given to 
eco-friendly and technology-driven road con-
struction methods to make rural connectivity 
more durable and sustainable. In areas with 

soft soil, the state plans to use jute geo-tex-
tiles in the subgrade layer to strengthen the 
road base. This will not only help in better 
road quality but also boost the use of natural 
and biodegradable materials like jute, sup-
porting local industries.

As per the new directive, each district must 
ensure that at least 20–25% of roads repaired 
under the Pathashree scheme are built using 
these environment-friendly technologies. The 
Panchayat and Rural Development Depart-
ment has been asked to prepare and submit 
a list of rural roads where such waste-based 
construction will be implemented. 

C I T Y
CM Mamata Announces Plans for 
Large Mahakaal Temple in Siliguri

TMC launches ‘Ami Banglar Digital 
Joddha’ campaign ahead of 2026 polls

Global Brand Strategist to Lead CII 
Brand Conclave 2025 in Kolkata
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State to use waste materials in 
rural road repair to curb pollution

Left Front Chairman Biman Bose collects donations for the flood-affected people of North Bengal 
in Kolkata on Thursday.

Commissioner of Police (CP) for Kolkata, Manoj Kumar Verma, inspecting the fireworks market in 
Kolkata on Thursday.

(L-R): Charanpreet Singh, Co-founder, Praxis Business School, Rupak 
Barua, Vice Chairman, CII West Bengal State Council and MD & CEO 
of Woodlands Hospital, Animesh Roy, Co-chairman, CII Marketing & 
Brand Task Force, Eastern Region & Chief Services & Solutions, Tata 
Steel Ltd, Namit Bajoria, Managing Director, Kutchina Homemakers 
Ltd, and Dipankar Bhattacherjee, Director & State Head, CII West 
Bengal State Office during CII press meet in Kolkata on Thursday.
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minister appears to have 
outsourced key decisions to 
America. The 56-inch chest 
has now shrunk.

Speaking to reporters at 
his Oval Office on Wednesday, 
Trump said the US was un-
happy with India’s purchase of 
Russian crude, claiming such 
imports helped fund President 
Vladimir Putin's war.

"He (Modi) is a friend of 
mine, we have a great rela-

tionship... we were not hap-
py with him buying oil from 
Russia because that let Russia 
continue on with this ridicu-
lous war where they've lost 
a million and a half people," 
Trump had said in response to 
a question.

"I was not happy that India 
was buying oil, and (Modi) as-
sured me today that they will 
not be buying oil from Russia. 
That's a big step. Now we've 
got to get China to do the 

same thing," he added.
According to the Centre 

for Research on Energy and 
Clean Air (CREA), India, tra-
ditionally reliant on Middle 
Eastern oil, is the world’s 
third-largest oil importer and 
significantly increased its 
purchases of Russian crude 
following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022.

Western sanctions on Rus-
sia and reduced demand from 
Europe made Russian oil 

available at steep discounts, 
pushing India’s share of Rus-
sian crude in total imports 
from under 1 per cent to near-
ly 40 per cent in a short span.

New Delhi has consistently 
maintained that its oil imports 
are guided by national ener-
gy security and affordability, 
and that India’s stance on the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict re-
mains independent, balanced,  
and in line with its strategic 
interests.

people's enthusiasm and 
appreciation for this for-
ward-looking initiative, 
and I had the privilege of 
inviting him (PM Modi) to 
grace this event with his 
presence," said Naidu in a 
recent social media post.

 In accordance with the 
wish of TDP supremo, PM 
Modi explained the bene-
fits of the GST reforms to 

the people.
Naidu recently directed 

officials to make arrange-
ments for the PM to lay 
the foundation for 'Drone 
City' as part of his visit to 
Srisailam today

Meanwhile, elaborate 
security measures have 
been put in place for the 
Prime minister’s visit 
to different parts of the 
state.

that no economic, cyber and 
other  offender escapes the 
grip of law.

"Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Modi, a strong 
India is moving forward to 
ensure not only security of its 
borders but also strengthen-
ing rule of law," he said.

Shah said no matter how 
swift the tactics of crime and 
criminals, the reach of justice 
must be even swifter.

He also asked all states to 
set up at least one prison cell 
of international standards in 
their respective state to count-
er plea of poor standards of 
jails given by fugitives in for-
eign courts.

Also speaking on the occa-
sion   CBI Director Praveen 
Sood claimed that  processing 
time on requests to Interpol 
to issue a Red Notice for de-
tention of a fugitive has dras-
tically come down, from an 
average of 14 months to three 
months now.

Sood said only eight propos-
als for issuing Interpol notices 
are pending with the agencies 

currently, with the oldest one 
being a month old.

The CBI director said that 
the recent successes in getting 
Interpol Notices against fugi-
tives notwithstanding, there 
is a lot that needs to be done 
to meet the numbers in other 
countries.

Interpol's Red Notices is-
sued at the CBI's request have 
more than doubled annually 
since 2023, showing a para-
digmatic shift in the country's 
pursuit of fugitives by building 
on the deliberations during 
the hosting of the Interpol 
General Assembly and G20 
summit as well as by embrac-
ing technological sophistica-
tion, he said .  

The Lyon-based Interna-
tional Criminal Police Orga-
nization (Interpol) had issued 
25 Red Notices in 2020, 47 in 
2021 and 40 in 2022.

Since 2023, the number 
of Red Notices issued on In-
dia's request spiralled with 
remarkable alacrity — 100 
notices in 2023, 107 in 2024 
and 56 in the first six months 
of 2025, the latest data shows.

�Continued from Pg 1

�Continued from Pg 1
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Rahul Gandhi alleges PM Modi afraid of Trump

PM Modi inaugurates

Dr. Nitesh Kumar Named MCCI 
Infra & Realty Co-Chairman

Zero tolerance against criminals
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Name Change
I, Riten S Jasani & Riten Shashikant
Jasani (Old Name), S/o.-Shashikant
Chunilal Jasani, R/o. Aspira, Flat No.
1B, 30, Nakuleshwar Bhattacharya
Lane, Kalighat, Kol-26, WB declare
shall henceforth be known as Riten
Jasani (New Name) before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, Dtd.-16.10.2025,
Riten S Jasani & Riten Shashikant
Jasani, (Old Name) & Riten Jasani
(New Name) both are the same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Swati Riten Jasani (Old Name),
w/o.-Riten Jasani, R/o. Aspira, Flat
No. 1B, 30, Nakuleshwar Bhat-
tacharya Lane, Kalighat, Kol-26, WB,
declare shall henceforth be known as
Swati Jasani (New Name) before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, Dtd.-
16.10.2025, Swati Riten Jasani (Old
Name) & Swati Jasani (New Name)
both are the same and identical lady.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Moinuddin (New
Name), previously called Md Mainud-
din Ansari (Old Name),  s/o.-Lt.
Bashir Ahmad, R/s.28, G.C.R.C. Ghat,
P.O. & P.S.-Shibpur, Dist.-Howrah,
W.B.- 711102, declare that shall
henceforth be known as Mohammad
Moinuddin (New Name) before the
Notary Public at Howrah, Dtd.
10.10.2025, Md Mainuddin Ansari
(Old Name) & Mohammad Moinud-
din (New Name) both are the same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Rukhsana Khatun (New Name),
Ruksana Khatoon- previously called
(Old Name), w/o.-Mohammad Moin-
uddin R/s. 28, G.C.R.C. Ghat, P.O. &
P.S.-Shibpur, Dist.-Howrah, W.B.-
711102 declare that shall henceforth
be known as Rukhsana Khatun (New
Name) before the Notary Public at
Howrah, Dtd. 14.10.2025, Ruksana
Khatoon (Old Name) & Rukhsana
Khatun (New Name) both are the
same and identical lady.

Name Change
I, Pooja A Doshi (Old Name), Wife Of
Ankit Bharat Doshi, Residing At 6,
Sarat Bose Road, Lansdowne Heights
Flat No 6f, Ps-Ballygunge, Kolkata-
700020, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Pooja Doshi (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Alipore, Kolkata On
15/10/2025.Pooja A Doshi And Pooja
Doshi Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Musfera Fathma (Old Name) D/o
Late Md Naushadul Haque Residing
at 16/1D, Topsia Road South, P.o -
Gobinda Khatick Road, P.s - Topsia
Thana, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700046 West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Musfera Fatma
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 26-09-2025. Musfera Fathma
(Old Name) and Musfera Fatma
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Israfil S/o Late Jumrati Miya,
resident of 7B, B.K. Road, P.S.- Ek-
balpore, Kolkata- 700023, West Ben-
gal, India, I have changed my father
name Junnati Mian (father old name)
to (he shall henceforth be known as )
Jumrati Miya ( father new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
15/10/2025. Jumrati Miya and Jun-
nati Mian both are same and one
identical person (my father).

Name Change
I, Sk Akil & Shekh Akil Ahammed (old
names) S/o Ajij, resident of Gaji Para,
Rajarhat Gopalpur (M), Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 700052, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Sk
Akil Ahamad (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025. Sk
Akil Ahamad (new name) and Sk Akil
& Shekh Akil Ahammed (old names)
all are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, DEBASISH KARMAKAR & DEBASIS
KARMOKAR (old names) S/o
ASTAPADA KARMAKAR, resident of
NATIBPUR, P.O-NATIBPUR, P.S-
KHANAKUL, DIST-GOOGHLY RURAL,
PIN-712416, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as DEBASHISH
KARMAKAR (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025.
DEBASHISH KARMAKAR (new
name) and DEBASISH KARMAKAR &
DEBASIS KARMOKAR (old names) all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jahanara Bibi D/O Late Layep Ali
Molla, resident of Vill- Binarait, P.O.-
Iswaripur,Ps - Chandaneswar, Dist.-
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 743502, West
Bengal, India, I have changed my fa-
ther name Layep Molya (father old
name Passport No K0484160,Voter
List 2002,Part No 165,Sl No 124) to
( he shall henceforth be known as )
Layep Ali Molla (father new name
Aadhar Card,Pan Card), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025.
Layep Ali Molla and Layep Molya
both are same and one identical 
person (my father).

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MONALI SAHA MANDAL
& MONALI MANDAL W/o- DILIP
KUMAR MANDAL Residing at,  Vill- Na-
garpara(Sattari), Post - Sattari, Ps - Eng-
lishbazar, Dist- Malda, Pin- 732208, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from MONALI SAHA
MANDAL & MONALI MANDAL To
MONALI SAHA (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New name)
MONALI SAHA in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 24 Sept
2025,  MONALI SAHA  and MONALI
MANDAL & MONALI MANDAL  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) DILIP KR MANDAL S/o-
LATE GOBINDA LAL MANDAL Resid-
ing at,  Vill- Nagarpara(Sattari), Post
- Sattari, Ps - Englishbazar, Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732208, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from DILIP KR MANDAL To
DILIP KUMAR MANDAL (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name)  DILIP KUMAR MANDAL
in all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 24 Sept 2025,
DILIP KUMAR MANDAL  and DILIP
KR MANDAL  both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) HOKSED SEIKH S/o-
MOBARAK SEKH Residing at,  Vill-
Bajekundal, Post - Kundal, Ps - Bur-
wan, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742168,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from
HOKSED SEIKH To   HOQUESED
SEIKH (New name) and hence forth I
Shall be Known as (New name)  HO-
QUESED SEIKH in all purpose Vide an
affidavit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On
24 Sept 2025,  HOQUESED SEIKH
and HOKSED SEIKH  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Urvashi Malhotra (old name) D/o
Surendra Pal Mehra, resident of Ravi
Kunj Apartment, First Floor, Nine
Mullen Street, P.O.- L.R. Sarani, P.S.-
Ballygunge, Kolkata- 700020, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Ur-
vashi Mehra (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025.
Urvashi Mehra (new name) and Ur-
vashi Malhotra (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Motiar Rahaman Mistry, resident of
Vill- Binarat, P.O.- Iswaripur,Ps- Chan-
daneswar,Dist.- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743502,West Bengal, India, have
changed my father name Mannan Mis-
tri(old name as per Voter List 2002)) to
Manu Mistri and shall henceforth be
known as Manu Mistry(new name as
per deed No 14153 date 25/11/1966,
Voter List 1966,Sl No 263,Part No 169),
as declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata ,vide an affidavit, dated
13/10/2025. Manu Mistry (new name)
and Mannan Mistri (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rabia Bibi W/O Late Manu Mistry,
resident of Binar Ait, P.O.- Iswaripur,
P.S.- Chandaneswar, Dist.- South 24
Parganas, Pin- 743502, West Bengal,
India, I have changed my husband
name Mannan Mistry (husband old
name Voter List 2002) to ( he shall
henceforth be known as ) Manu Mis-
try (husband new name deed No
14153 date 25/11/1966 Voter list
1966 Sl No 263 Part No 169), as de-
clared Before The Notary Publibc at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/10/2025. Manu Mistry and Man-
nan Mistry both are same and one
identical person (my husband).

Name Change
I, Ashvinkumar Shah (old name)
S/o Late Vasantrai Chunilal Shah,
resident of 74/3B, Chakraberia
Road North, Bhawanipore, L.R.
Sarani, Kolkata- 700020, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Ashvin Kumar Vasantrai
Shah (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025.
Ashvin Kumar Vasantrai Shah
(new name) and Ashvinkumar
Shah (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) JONYAT AFZAL S/o-
JAHURUL ALAM SHAIKH Residing
at,  Vill- Kuli Chowrasta,  Post-
Kuli Kandi, Ps - Burwan, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742168, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from
JONYAT AFZAL To   JANAYAT
AFZAL SHAIKH  (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name)  JANAYAT AFZAL
SHAIKH in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 24 Sept 2025,  JANAYAT
AFZAL SHAIKH and JONYAT
AFZAL  both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) NAZRUL S/o- LATE
UMED ALI Residing at,  Vill-
Shailpur,  Post- Jote Basanta, Ps -
Englishbazar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732128, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from NAZRUL To   ALI
NAZRUL  (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name)  ALI NAZRUL in all purpose
Vide an affidavit Sworn before the
notary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 24 Sept 2025,  ALI
NAZRUL and NAZRUL  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) PRANABES S/o-
LATE PURNENDU RAY Residing
at,  Vill- Fulbari,  Post- Malda, Ps -
Englishbazar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732101, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from PRANABES To   PRAN-
ABES RAY  (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name)  PRANABES RAY in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn be-
fore the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 24
Sept 2025,  PRANABES RAY and
PRANABES  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) KAZI NAJRUL ISLAM &
KAJINAZRUL ISLAM S/o- LATE SEKH
SAJIRUDDIN Residing at,  Vill- Piyaji-
more,  Post- Malda, Ps - Englishbazar,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732101, West Ben-
gal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from KAZI NAJRUL
ISLAM & KAJINAZRUL ISLAM To
KAJI NAJRUL ISLAM   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name)  KAJI NAJRUL ISLAM in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn be-
fore the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 24 Sept 2025,  KAJI
NAJRUL ISLAM and KAZI NAJRUL
ISLAM & KAJINAZRUL ISLAM  both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) KANIZ PARVIN D/o- KAJI
NAJRUL ISLAM Residing at,  Vill- Piya-
jimore, Post- Malda, Ps - Englishbazar,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732101, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from KANIZ PARVIN To
KANIJ PARVIN (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New name)
KANIJ PARVIN in all purpose Vide 
an affidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad On
24 Sept 2025,  KANIJ PARVIN  and
KANIZ PARVIN  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SAYEBA KHATUN W/o-
MD ASRAF ALI Residing at,  Vill- Chas-
para, Post - Chaspara, Ps - Kaliachak,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732206, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from SAYEBA KHATUN To
MST SAYEBA BIBI (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as (New
name)  MST SAYEBA BIBI in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before the
notary public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 24 Sept 2025,  MST SAYEBA
BIBI  and SAYEBA KHATUN  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Raj Kumar Prasad (old name) S/o
Shiv Sagar Prosad, resident of 164A,
Brojen Mukherjee Road, P.O. & P.S.-
Behala, Kolkata- 700034, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Raj
Kumar Prosad (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/10/2025. Raj
Kumar Prosad (new name) and Raj
Kumar Prasad (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mustri Begum (old name) W/o Mantu
Khan, resident of Sanctoria Colony, P.O.-
Dishergarh, P.S.- Kulti, Dist.- Paschim
Barddhaman, Pin- 713333, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Mustari
Begam (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 16/10/2025. Mustari
Begam (new name) and Mustri Begum
(old name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Rakesh Kahnra son of Late Haren
Chandra khanra, resident of Gangad-
harpur ,Panchla, Howrah, 711302,
West Bengal, I have changed my father
name Haren khanra (father old name)
to (he shall henceforth be known as)
Haren Chandra khanra (father new
name) vide an affidavit sworn before
the notary public at Kolkata on
14/10/2025. Haren Chandra khanra
and Haren khanra both are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjira Mallik, w/o.-Chhamedali
Mallik, R/o. V1 11, Maheshnagar, P.O.-
Birpur, P.S.-Chapra, Dist.-Nadia, de-
clare that my & my husband name has
wrongly recorded in my son’s birth cer-
tificate & madhyamik admit card as
Sandira Mallick & Samed Mallick be-
fore in the Court of the Judicial Magis-
trate, 1st Class, Krishnagar, Nadia.
Sanjira Mallik, w/o.-Chhamedali Mallik,
Sandira Mallick W/o Samed Mallick
both are the same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Halim Molla (Old Name), Son Of Abdul
Hasem Molla, Residing At  Vill-Jalilpur,
Po-Dosotina, Bishnupur, Diamond Har-
bour-743503, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Abdul Halim Molla
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
16/10/2025. Halim Molla And Abdul
Halim Molla Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Akilur Rahaman Mollick (Old Name),
Son Of Atiar Rahman Mollick, Residing
At Dharampur, Po-Mainan, Ps-
Khanakul, Hooghly-712406, West Ben-
gal,Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Akilur Rah-
man Mollick (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 15/10/2025. Akilur Ra-
haman Mollick And Akilur Rahman
Mollick Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Atiar Rahaman Mollick (Old Name),
Son Of Habiber Rahman Mollick, Resid-
ing At Dharampur, Po-Mainan, Ps-
Khanakul, Hooghly-712406, West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Atiar
Rahman Mollick (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 15/10/2025. Atiar Ra-
haman Mollick And Atiar Rahman
Mollick Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Golam Mustak Ahmed
(old name) S/o Late Motiar Rahaman,
resident of Vill- Jafarpur, P.O.- Nimdaria,
P.S.- Duttapukur, Dist.- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743294, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Golam Mustak
Ahmed (new name), as declared Before
The Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Barasat, vide an affidavit SL No. 7913,
dated 15/09/2025. Md Golam Mustak
Ahmed (new name) and Mohammad
Golam Mustak Ahmed (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Surojit Samaddar (old name) S/o Samir
Samaddar, resident of KAMARHATI
COLONY,KAMARHATI,PO KAMARHATI
COLONY,PS-DHUBULIA,NADIA-741154,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known as
Surajit Samaddar (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/10/2025. Surajit Samaddar (new
name) and Surojit Samaddar (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, REKHA RANI SAMADDAR (old name)
W/o SAMIR SAMADDAR, resident of KA-
MARHATI COLONY,KAMARHATI,PO
KAMARHATI COLONY,PS-DHUBULIA,
NADIA-741154, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as REKHA SAMADDAR
(new name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 16/10/2025. REKHA SAMADDAR
(new name) and REKHA RANI SAMAD-
DAR (old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sukanta Mandal S/O Late Sunil
Kumar Mandal, resident of Haritala
Minakhan, P.O.- Bamanpukur, North
24 Pgs, Pin- 743425, West Bengal,
India, I have changed my father
name Sunil Kumar Mondal & Sunil
Mandal (father old names) to ( he
shall henceforth be known as ) Sunil
Kumar Mandal (father new name),
as declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/10/2025. Sunil Kumar Mandal
and Sunil Kumar Mondal & Sunil
Mandal (old names) all are same and
one identical person (my father).

Name Change
I, Mizanur Rahman (Old Name) S/o
Majibur Rahaman Residing at Vill -
Nowapara, Uttar Para, P.o - Nowa-
para, P.s - Nalhati, District - Birbhum,
Pin - 731237, West Bengal, India
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Mizanur Ra-
haman (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 16-10-2025. Mizanur
Rahman  (Old Name) and Mizanur
Rahaman (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abanti Bagchi Baksi (Old Name) W/o
Saibal Baksi Residing at P-5 K.B Roy
Garden Garia Station Road, P.o - Garia,
P.s - Narendrapur, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 700084, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Dr
Abanti Bagchi (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 16-10-2025. Abanti
Bagchi Baksi  (Old Name) and Dr
Abanti Bagchi (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Adity Mishra (Old Name) W/o Deojy-
oti Banerjee Residing at 23/32, D.P.P
Road Flat-G2, P.o - Naktala, P.s - Netaji
Nagar, District - Kolkata, Pin - 700047,
West Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be Known
as Adity Banerjee (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 16-10-
2025. Adity Mishra  (Old Name) and
Adity Banerjee (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sumi Roy Ghosh (Old Name) W/o
Avijit Ghosh Residing at East Ka-
marthuba, Habra,  District - North 24
Parganas, Pin - 743263, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sumi
Ghosh (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 16-10-2025. Sumi Roy
Ghosh  (Old Name) and Sumi Ghosh
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Rased Ali Molla alias Md Resed Ali
Molla (Old Name) S/o Saheb Ali Molla
Residing at Kadam Pukur, Basina, Ra-
jarhat Bishnupur, Rajarhat, District-
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700135, West
Bengal India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Rased
Ali Molla (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide affi-
davit no 16/2025 Dated 16-10-2025. Md
Rased Ali Molla, Md Resed Ali Molla (Old
Name) and Rased Ali Molla (New Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kartick Hazra (Old Name) S/o Ba-
macharan Hazra Residing at Sindrani,
Bagula, Char Mandalbhag, District-
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743297, West
Bengal India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Karttik Hazra (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 15/2025 Dated 16-10-
2025. Kartick Hazra (Old Name) and
Karttik Hazra (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Auser Ali Mondal (Old Name) S/o
Kalu Mondal Residing at Vill+P.o -
Barachupria, District- Nadia, Pin -
741502, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Aochhar Ali Mondal
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
14/2025 Dated 16-10-2025. Auser Ali
Mondal (Old Name) and Aochhar Ali
Mondal (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Masud Alam (old name)
S/o Late Abdul Quddus Quraishi, resi-
dent of Girja Para, Chand Mohalla Rani
ganj, Paschim Bardhaman, Pin-
713347, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Masud Alam
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 15/10/2025. Md Masud
Alam (new name) and Mohammed
Masud Alam (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mazed Ali Darzi (old name) S/o Jub-
bar Darji, resident of Vill- Harishpur,
P.O.- Harishpur, P.S.- Basirhat, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743412, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Majed Ali Darji (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Basirhat, North 24 Parganas, vide an
affidavit SL No. 70, dated 09/10/2025.
Majed Ali Darji (new name) and Mazed
Ali Darzi (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abu Sayed Md Mustak (old name) S/o
Md Omar Ali, resident of Vill- Momin-
pur, P.O.- Mominpur, P.S.- Matia, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743291, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Abu
Sayed Md Mustak Gazi (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Abu Sayed Md Mustak
Gazi (new name) and Abu Sayed Md
Mustak (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sirjul Kayal (old name) S/o Sadarddin
Kayal, resident of Vill- Kharampur,
P.O.- Kharampur, P.S.- Hasnabad,
Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743456,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sirajul Kayal (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Sirajul Kayal (new name)
and Sirjul Kayal (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Devanand  Rai (Old Name), Son Of
Beni Ray, Residing At 28/1, Munshi-
Gange Road, Khidderpore, Kolkata -
700023, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Devanand Ray (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
16/10/2025. Devanand  Rai  And De-
vanand Ray  Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ramesh Sheth  (old name) S/o Je-
sukhlal Vanmali Sheth, resident of:
18 prannath pandit st, aastha ap-
partment, flat 2a, p.s - Ballygunge,
W.B, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Ramesh Jesukhlal Sheth (new name),
as declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit No 39
dated 16/10/2025. Ramesh Jesukhlal
Sheth (new name) and Ramesh Sheth
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Kabir Aniruddin S/O Md  Abdus
Sultan R/O Mohisgote, Po Nalikul, Ps
Haripal, Hooghly Rural, Pin 712407,
Wb Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Kabir Aniruddha Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public
Kolkata On 16th October 2025 At
Bankshall Court, Kolkata. That Kabir
Aniruddin And Kabir Aniruddha
Both Are Same And One Identical
Person Not Two Different Person.

Name Change
I, Monohara Bibi W/O Ajgar Mon-
dal R/O Sompur, Po Nayabastiya, Ps
Baduria, 24pgs North Pin 743401,
Wb Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Manuyara Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public Kolkata
On 16th October 2025 At Bankshall
Court, Kolkata. That Monohara
Bibi And Manuyara Both Are Same
And One Identical Person Not Two
Different Person.

Name Change
I, Asgaral Mondal S/O Yaar Ali
Mondal R/O Sompur, Po
Nayabastiya Ps Baduria 24pgs
North Pin 743401, Wb Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Ajgar Mondal
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public Kolkata On 16th Oc-
tober 2025 At Bankshall Court,
Kolkata. That Asgaral Mondal And
Ajgar Mondal Both Are Same And
One Identical Person Not Two Dif-
ferent Person.

Name Change
I, Neil Surajit Maity (Old Name), Son
Of Jayanta Kumar Maity, Residing
At Athilagari, Contai(M), P.O & P.S-
Contai, Purba Medinipur - 721401,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Neil S Maity (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
16/10/2025. Neil Surajit Maity And
Neil S Maity Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Jayanta Maity (Old Name), Son Of
Late Rabindranath Maity, Residing
At Athilagari, P.O & P.S-Contai, East
Midnapore- 721401, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Jayanta
Kumar Maity (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 16/10/2025.
Jayanta Maity And Jayanta Kumar
Maity Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, N N Chattopadhyay S/O P N Chat-
topadhyay ( my & my father old
name as per Dl No WB01 1984
0259312 ), resident of 58, M.B.
Sarani, Regent Park, Kolkata-
700040, West Bengal, India, I have
changed my and my father name
and we shall henceforth be known as
Narendra Nath Chattopadhyay S/O
Panchanan Chattopadhyay (new
name), as declared Before The Ld 1st
class judicial magistrate at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 15/10/2025.
Narendra Nath Chattopadhyay and
N N Chattopadhyay both are same
and one identical person (my self).
Panchanan Chattopadhyay and P N
Chattopadhyay both are same and
one identical person (my father).

Name Change
I, Shekh Kashif Hasan S/o Nawab
Shekh resident of Dharampur,Azad
Line, P.O Burnpur,  P.S.Hirapur, Dis-
trict- Paschim  Bardhaman,Pin No. -
713325,West Bengal ,hereby declare
that I am also known by the name SK
Kashif Hasan. Both names are same
and  one identical person vide affi-
davit before the Notary Public at
Asansol Court dated 15.10.2025

Name Change
I, Ankit B Doshi (Old Name), Son Of
Bharat Nagindas Doshi, Residing At 6,
Sarat Bose Road, Lansdowne Heights
Flat No 6f, Ps-Ballygunge, Kolkata-
700020, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Ankit Bharat Doshi (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Alipore,Kolkata
On 15/10/2025. Ankit B Doshi And
Ankit Bharat Doshi Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
16 Oct.25: In a major suc-
cess in its ongoing mission
against human trafficking,
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) of Eastern Rail-
way apprehended two
human traffickers and res-
cued four minor boys under
“Operation Aaht” on 15th
October 2025. Acting on in-
telligence inputs, RPF offi-
cials of Asansol West Post,
Asansol Division, inter-
cepted Train No. 12376 DN
at Asansol Railway Station
and rescued the minors
from the custody of the traf-
fickers. The arrested indi-
viduals were handed over
to the Government Railway
Police Station (GRPS), Asan-
sol. A case has been regis-
tered under relevant
sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act, and
the Child Labour (Prohibi-

tion and Regulation) Act.
The rescued children were
subsequently handed over
to Child Help Line, Asansol
for proper care and reha-
bilitation.

Additionally, on the
same day, under “Operation
Nanhe Faristey”, RPF offi-
cials of Howrah, Malda, and
Asansol Divisions rescued
five minor children—in-
cluding four girls—from the
premises of Howrah, Asan-
sol, and Malda Railway Sta-

tions. The rescued minors
were found in vulnerable
conditions—some sepa-
rated from their guardians,
others found loitering aim-
lessly. All were safely
handed over to the con-
cerned Childline authorities
for counselling and further
rehabilitation. RPF contin-
ues its sustained efforts to
safeguard vulnerable chil-
dren through “Operation
Aaht” and “Operation
Nanhe Faristey”

MI News Service, Kolkata, 16
Oct.25 : As part of the Government
of India’s flagship initiative, “Sug-
amya Bharat Mission” (Accessible
India Campaign), the Howrah Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway has consis-
tently worked towards making
railway stations and trains more accessible, inclusive, and
user-friendly for all, especially for Divyangjan (differently-
abled persons), senior citizens, and passengers with re-
duced mobility. It has always been the Division’s endeavour
to ensure that adequate amenities are provided at railway
stations to enable safe, dignified, and barrier-free access
for Divyangjan passengers. Accessibility is a continuous
process, and in line with this vision, a wide range of pas-
senger-friendly infrastructure has already been impl-
mented at a few stations and is planned to be extended to
other stations within the Division.

To promote ease of movement and access to station fa-
cilities and platforms, the following Divyangjan-friendly
amenities have been provided or are being implemented:

1. Standard ramps (1:12 gradient) with double-height
handrails at station entry and exit points to allow safe and
easy navigation for wheelchair users and others with mo-
bility challenges (Work is in progress at 5 stations).

2. Dedicated parking spaces reserved for Divyangjan
near station entrances to ensure convenience and priority
access (Already provided at 4 stations; work is in progress
at 2 stations).

3. Low-height ticket counters-cum-help booths to provide
seamless service and assistance without discomfort (Already
provided at 2 stations; work is in progress at 2 stations).

4. Tactile guidance paths for visually impaired passen-
gers, ensuring safe and independent movement across key
station areas (Already provided at 3 stations; work is in
progress at 1 station).

5. Divyangjan-friendly toilets equipped with support
structures for safe and hygienic use (Available at 6 stations).

6. Low-height water taps installed for easy accessibility
(Available at 2 stations).

7. Foot Over Bridges (FOBs) designed with both stairs
and ramp facilities and/or
lifts to facilitate effortless
movement across platforms.

8. Standardized illumi-
nated signage indicating all
available facilities, including
dedicated icons for wheel-
chair access and other Di-
vyangjan-friendly provisions
(Available at 7 stations).    

9. Braille map available
at Howrah station, enabling
visually impaired passen-
gers to navigate the station
premises independently and
with confidence.

10. Provision of wheel-
chairs at all stations over
Howrah Division, with 210
chairs distributed to ensure
mobility support for Divyang-
jan and elderly passengers.

These measures reflect
the unwavering commitment
of Howrah Division towards
building a barrier-free, inclu-
sive railway infrastructure
that upholds the values of ac-
cessibility, dignity, and equal-
ity for all. With continued
focus on enhancing passen-
ger experience, the Division
remains dedicated to sup-
porting the vision of a “Di-
vyangjan-friendly Indian
Railways” under the Sug-
amya Bharat Abhiyan.

RPF/EASTERN RAILWAY APPREHENDS TWO 
HUMAN TRAFFICKERS; RESCUES FOUR 

MINOR BOYS UNDER “OPERATION AAHT”

Eastern Railway's Commitment to Accessibility – Facil-
ities for Divyangjan under Accessible India Campaign

Name Change
I,Santana Karmakar (Old Name),C/O
Netai Pramanik,Residing At
11/H/22,3rd Row,Paikpara,Vtc:Bel-
gachia,Po:Belgachia,Kolkata-
700037,West Bengal,Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Santana Pramanik(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
15/10/2025.Santana Karmakar And
Santana Pramanik Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Pallavi Dey (Old Name), Daughter Of
Late Gangadhar De, Residing At  B-
10/156, Kendriya Vihar, V I P Road, Bid-
hannagar (M.Corp), Ward No 7,
Ps-Baguiati, Kolkata Airport, North 24
Parganas, Kolkata-700052, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Pallavi De
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate At Sealdah On 20/09/2025. Pallavi
Dey And Pallavi De Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.
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MI News Service, 16 Oct, 
2025, Kolkata:  To clear 
the rush of passengers, East-
ern Railway’s Malda Division 
has planned to run addition-
al passenger trains between 
Sahibganj & Bhagalpur (from 
18.10.2025 to 30.10.2025) 
and Bhagalpur & Banka (from 
24.10.2025 to 30.10.2025). The 
train will stop at all stations (in-
cluding Halt stations) enroute.

Sahibganj – Bhagalpur 
MEMU special will leave Sa-
hibganj at 10:00 hrs. to reach 
Bhagalpur at 11:50 hrs. and 
Bhagalpur – Sahibganj MEMU 
special will leave Bhagalpur at 
12:30 hrs. to reach Sahibganj 
at 14:10 hrs. Bhagalpur – Ban-
ka DEMU special will leave 
Bhagalpur at 20:50 hrs. to 
reach Banka at 22:35 hrs. and 
Banka – Bhagalpur DEMU spe-
cial will leave Banka at 23:00 
hrs. to reach Bhagalpur at 
01:30 hrs. on the next day.

MI News Service, 16 Oct, 
2025, Kolkata:  As part of 
the on-going Special Cam-
paign 5.0, Metro Railway 
organized intensive clean-
ing drives at different Met-
ro stations today. Commut-
ers were also requested to 
extend their co-operation 
in maintaining cleanliness 
at Metro premises.

Under this campaign, 
Metro authorities have 
been conducting intensive 
cleaning drives at stations, 
offices, tracks, and railway 
colonies. Activities include 
removing garbage, clear-
ing unwanted bushes and 

grass, and cleaning drain-
age systems. Cleanliness 
remains priority to Special 
Campaign 5.0, with co-or-
dinated efforts of officers 
and staff to enhance hy-
giene and efficiency in 
workplaces.

Commuters are also be-
ing encouraged to contrib-
ute towards keeping the 
Metro premises clean and 
litter-free. Announcements 
are being made through 
the Public Address System 
requesting passengers not 
to spit or litter inside the 
Metro premises. Offend-
ers can be easily identified 
through CCTV surveillance 

and fined ₹500. Metro 
authorities have also re-
quested all commuters to 
use the dustbins placed 
at stations whenever re-
quired.

MI News Service, 16 Oct, 
2025, New Delhi:  Minister 
of Railways, Information & 
Broadcasting, Electronics 
& Information Technology, 
Ashwini Vaishnaw visited 
Khatipura Railway Station 
today and unveiled sig-
nificant initiatives aimed 
at enhancing passenger 
convenience and deliver-
ing modern, efficient rail-
way services in Rajasthan. 
These initiatives mark an-
other step toward trans-
forming the state’s rail in-
frastructure and improving 
the overall travel experi-
ence for passengers.

Ashwini Vaishnaw dedi-
cated passenger amenities 
works completed at 65 rail-
way stations across Rajas-
than—including stations 
such as Ramsar, Siwani, 
Luni ,P ir thv ira jpurand 
BhagatkiKothi—through 
video conferencing. These 
upgrades include improved 

waiting areas, enhanced 
lighting, upgraded sani-
tation facilities, seating, 
signage, and accessibility 
features, ensuring saf-
er, cleaner, and commut-
er-friendly stations.

To further improve pas-
senger comfort, the Union 
Minister also launched the 
new practice of printed 
blanket covers in all AC 

classes of Jaipur–Asarva 
Express, promoting hy-
giene, uniformity and bet-
ter onboard experience.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Union Minister 
said that railway devel-
opment is progressing on 
multiple fronts—introduc-
tion of new types of trains, 
construction of new sta-
tions, laying of new tracks, 

completion of electrifica-
tion, and creation of mod-
ern maintenance depots. 
However, the main focus 
remains bringing a mean-
ingful transformation in 
the lives of passengers.

In the Union Budget 
2025–26, ₹9,960 crore has 
been allocated for railway 
infrastructure works in Ra-
jasthan, driving rapid ex-
pansion and modernization. 
Under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, 85 stations 
are being redeveloped. Out 
of these 8 have already 
been inaugurated this year. 
The state now operates 
12 Vande Bharat services, 
providing faster, safer, and 
more comfortable travel 
across major routes.

These initiatives reflect 
Indian Railways’ commit-
ment to building modern, 
efficient, and passenger-fo-
cused infrastructure in Ra-
jasthan.

MI News Service, 16 Oct, 
2025, Malda:  As part of 
the ongoing Special Cam-
paign 5.0 (October 2–31, 
2025), Malda Division of 
Eastern Railway organised 
an interactive session titled 
“Amrit Samvaad” at New 
Farakka Railway Station 
today.

The event was held un-
der the overall guidance 
of Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Malda, Shri Manish 

Kumar Gupta, and led by 
Senior Divisional Mechan-
ical Engineer (EnHM), Shri 
Pradeep Das, along with 
officials and staff from the 
Environment & House-
keeping Management 
(EnHM) Department.

The programme wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from passengers and 
railway staff. Shri Pradeep 
Das, Sr. DME/EnHM, ad-
dressed the gathering, 

Railway Minister AshwiniVaishnaw Dedicates 
to the Nation passenger amenities work 
at 65 railway stations across Rajasthan

“Amrit Samvaad” Organised at New Farakka 
Station under Special Campaign 5.0

Spl train between 
Sahibganj & Bhagalpur 
and Banka & Bhagalpur

Metro railway conducting special campaign 5.0

To
Name: Arjun Bajpai 
Designation: Cableman 
UM No: 122497 
Unit: Shyamsundarpur Colliery
Area: Bankola Area

Sir
You have been issued charge sheet No Shyam/PD CS/2019/1224 Dated 14/15.05.2019, under Certified Standing Orders 
for your unauthorised absence from duty with effect from 09.11.2017 Domestic Enquiry was held in which you have 
not participated. After receiving the report from Enquiry Officer, Disciplinary Authority after independent application 
of his mind, issued a Second Show Cause notice to you in your home address along with the enquiry reports and other 
documents vide letter No. BA/PD/Absenteeism/24/756 Dated 04.04.2025. The same has been returned undelivered.
   As such, you are advised to submit your representation over the report submitted by Enquiry Officer, wherein he has 
declared the charges as 'proved' before the Disciplinary Authority within 10 Days from the date of publication of notice 
in newspaper as to why appropriate penalty under Certified Standing Order of the company should not be imposed on 
you which may include 'dismissal from service'
  Please note that, if you fail to submit your defence, the matter will be dealt ex-parte by Disciplinary Authority and you 
may be awarded punishment, as deemed fit.
							       -Sd-
						      Disciplinary Authority 
CBC 04106/12/0043/2526				    General Manager Bankola Area

Home Address 
Village/Post Ukhra 
Dist- Paschim Bardhaman 
West Bengal PIN 713363

highlighting Indian Rail-
ways’ unwavering com-
mitment towards passen-
ger-centric development, 
environmental sustain-
ability, and continuous im-
provement of services.

Sr. DME (EnHM) also 
distributed pamphlets, in-
teracted directly with pas-
sengers, listened to their 
valuable feedback, and 
discussed suggestions for 
further enhancement of 
station facilities.

Passengers appreciated 
the modern amenities and 

redeveloped infrastruc-
ture of this Amrit Bharat 
Station, commending the 
improved cleanliness, 
lighting, and passen-
ger-friendly facilities.

The “Amrit Samvaad” 
served as a meaningful 
platform for fostering dia-
logue between passengers 
and railway officials, pro-
moting public participa-
tion, and reinforcing the 
collective responsibility 
towards building a clean-
er, greener, and smarter 
railway ecosystem.
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Axis Bank in collaboration with Hitachi Payment Services,
unveils Express Banking: India's first Digital Banking Point
OCTOBER 16: Axis Bank, one of
the largest private sector banks in
India, has partnered with Hitachi
Payment Services, a leading end-
to-end payments and commerce
solutions provider, to unveil
"Express Banking", the country's
first-ever Digital Banking Point.
This innovative omni-channel
solution revolutionizes branch
banking by offering a full range of
banking services in a compact for-
mat. Leveraging Hitachi Payment
Services' expertise in banking
technology and payment solu-
tions, the Digital Banking Point is
designed to enhance accessibility
and convenience.

Adding a competitive edge to
Branch Banking services, Express
Banking will offer a bundled, cus-
tomizable solution in a compact
digital lobby format, enabling
rapid deployment that can be
operated in both self-service and

assisted modes. The customers
can now walk-in to Express
Banking, 24x7, to open new bank
accounts, avail instant cards, book
fixed deposits, apply for loans and
pay utility bills, among others.
This all-in-one solution includes
features such as a card printer,
cheque depositor, passbook print-
er, and NFC capabilities. By digi-
tizing key services, it enables
faster processing and offers
advanced, modular, scalable, and
future-ready capabilities. 

Blending the trust and safety of
traditional banking with the speed
and efficiency of digital innova-
tion, Digital Banking Point is
equipped with the latest security
features and a contemporary,
intuitive user interface that ele-
vates customer experience. With a
compact and flexible set-up, it
occupies minimal space and can
be rapidly deployed across diverse

places including city centres, rural
areas, or captive locations such as
community hubs, corporate parks,
hospitals and universities. This
next-generation solution brings a
full spectrum of banking services
with accessible digital-first touch-
points, ensuring inclusivity for
everyone from digitally savvy
users to first-time banking cus-
tomers. 

Commenting on the launch,
Mr. Reynold D'Souza, President &
Head - Branch Banking, North &
East & TASC Business, Axis Bank,
said, "The Digital Banking Point is
not just a technological innovation
- it represents a new philosophy in
express banking. By seamlessly
integrating secure digital services,
this kiosk ensures that customers
across India - whether in metro-
politan hubs or rural communities
- enjoy a smart, consistent, and
reliable banking experience. This

initiative reflects our continued
commitment to redefining bank-
ing, elevating customer experi-
ence, and serving the evolving
needs of diverse segments
through future-ready solutions."

Mr. Sumil Vikamsey, Managing
Director & Chief Executive Officer
- Cash Business, Hitachi Payment
Services, further added, "We are
thrilled to introduce India's first
Digital Banking Point, a land-
mark in how banking services
will be delivered. Ushering in a
new era of technology-driven
banking, it will play a pivotal
role in expanding access and
digitizing services across India.
As we continue to bridge the gap
between traditional and digital
banking, we believe that the
Digital Banking Point will set the
stage for a broader transition to
accessible and convenient bank-
ing experiences in India."

Why women face higher risk of
multiple sclerosis and Alzheimer's

NEW DELHI : US researchers
have identified a gene on the X
chromosome that drives inflam-
mation in the female brain and
explains the reason why women
are disproportionately affected by
conditions such as Alzheimer's
disease and multiple sclerosis. 

The team from the University
of California-Los Angeles noted
that, as females have two X chro-
mosomes, as opposed to only one
in males, they get a "double dose"
of inflammation, which plays a
major role in ageing, Alzheimer's
disease, and multiple sclerosis.

Using a mouse model of multi-
ple sclerosis, they found the gene
Kdm6a, which causes inflamma-
tion in microglia -- immune cells
in the brain.

When Kdm6a and its associat-
ed protein were deactivated, the
multiple sclerosis-like disease and
neuropathology were both ame-
liorated with high significance in
female mice, revealed the study,
published in the journal Science
Translational Medicine.

"Multiple sclerosis and
Alzheimer's disease each affect
women more often than men,

about two to three times as often.
Also, two-thirds of healthy women
have 'brain fog' during
menopause. These new findings
explain why and point to a new
treatment to target this," said lead
author Dr. Rhonda Voskuhl, direc-
tor of the Multiple Sclerosis
Programme at UCLA Health.

When the team genetically
"knocked out" the gene Kdm6a in
brain immune cells, the inflam-
matory molecules shifted from
being activated to a resting state.

The team also performed a
pharmacologic "knock down" of
the protein made by this gene
using metformin -- widely used as
a treatment for diabetes.

While these interventions
were highly significant in female
mice, their effect was almost
undetectable in males, Voskuhl
said.

"This is consistent with there
being 'more to block' in females
due to having two copies of the
X-linked gene," said Voskuhl.

"It's also why females are
more likely to get multiple scle-
rosis and Alzheimer's disease
than males. This has implica-
tions for the clinic. Women may
respond differently to met-
formin treatment than men."

Study warns high-fat keto diet
may drive breast cancer risk
NEW DELHI : While the keto diet -
- high in fat and low in carbohy-
drates -- is hugely popular for
weight loss, a new animal study
has warned that it may raise the
risk of an aggressive type of breast
cancer. 

Research from the University
of Utah, US, showed that high lipid
levels caused by fatty acids -- a
key feature of obesity that pro-
motes tumour growth -- can also
fuel the risk of triple-negative
breast cancer.

The study, conducted in pre-
clinical mouse models, suggests
that breast cancer patients and
survivors with obesity could bene-
fit from lipid-lowering therapies --
and that they should avoid high-
fat weight loss regimens like keto-
genic diets.

"The key here is that people
have underestimated the impor-
tance of fats and lipids in the all-
encompassing term that is obesi-
ty," said Keren Hilgendorf, from
the Huntsman Cancer Institute at
the varsity.

"But our study shows that
breast cancer cells are really
addicted to lipids, and the abun-
dance of lipids in patients with

obesity is one of the reasons that
breast cancer is more prevalent
and more aggressive in these
patients," Hilgendorf added.

The team analysed mouse
models on high-fat diets and used
models that were engineered to
have hyperlipidaemia -- a high
amount of lipids in the blood --
without other key markers of obe-
sity, like high glucose and insulin

levels.
The findings, published in the

journal Cancer and Metabolism,
showed that the high lipids alone
were enough to accelerate tumour
growth. Interestingly, lowering the
amount of lipids, in the presence
of high glucose and insulin levels,
was also enough to slow down
breast cancer cell growth.

Importantly, the study showed

that although a keto diet can lead
to weight loss, which is necessary
for cancer patients, the high-fat
content "can have serious unin-
tended side effects -- even causing
the tumour to grow."

The study suggests that lipids
may also fuel tumour growth in
patients with obesity who have
other types of breast cancer, or
ovarian or colorectal cancers.

Ayurveda Aahara integral part of
global nutrition, will ensure dis-
ease-free future: Minister

NEW DELHI :  Making
Ayurveda Aahara an inte-
gral part of global nutrition
can help fight lifestyle-
related diseases and
ensure a disease-free
future, said Prataprao
Jadhav, Union Minister of
State for Ayush
(Independent Charge) on
Thursday, on World Food
Day 2025. 

Ayurveda Aahara is
India's unique food philos-
ophy rooted in balance,
wellness, and nature.
World Food Day 2025 is
celebrated this year under
the theme "Hand in Hand
for Better Foods and a
Better Future".

"This year's World Food
Day theme resonates
deeply with India's tradi-
tional wisdom. Ayurveda
Aahara is not merely food -
- it is a philosophy that
unites health, sustainabili-
ty, and compassion for

nature," Jadhav said. As part of the celebration, the Ministry of Ayush
reiterated India's commitment to fostering a healthier and more sus-
tainable planet through initiatives like 'Ayurveda Aahara'.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), in consul-
tation with the Ministry of Ayush, recently released a definitive list of
Ayurveda Aahara products under Category A, providing the first com-
prehensive reference framework for authentic Ayurvedic dietary prepa-
rations. The list, based on authoritative classical texts, is expected to
drive growth, quality, and global confidence in Ayurveda-based nutri-
tion. "Through our collaboration with FSSAI, we aim to make Ayurveda
Aahara an integral part of global nutrition, ensuring that better foods
lead to a better, disease-free future," Jadhav said.

India's traditional food systems -- epitomised by the diverse and bal-
anced Indian Thali -- are now being globally recognised for their nutri-
tional and environmental sustainability.

The definitive list of Ayurveda Aahara will also bring clarity to man-
ufacturers and trust to consumers, said Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha,
Secretary, Ministry of Ayush. "We see this as a major boost for startups
and innovation in the health food sector -- where Ayurveda's wisdom
can help break the rising trend of diet- and lifestyle-related disorders
that lead to non-communicable diseases," he added.

"By integrating Ayurvedic dietary principles into mainstream nutri-
tion policy, India is showing the world how traditional knowledge can
guide sustainable and mindful eating practices. The collaboration
between Ayush and FSSAI exemplifies working 'hand in hand' for bet-
ter foods and a better future," said Professor Anupam Srivastava of the
National Institute of Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur.

Air pollution
dips to 'very
poor' in Delhi-
NCR ahead of
Diwali
NEW DELHI : Air pollution levels
in Delhi-NCR have turned into the
'very poor' category, raising seri-
ous public health concerns even
before the Diwali festivities.  Data
recorded on Thursday morning
shows that air quality in several
parts of Delhi, Ghaziabad, and
Noida has deteriorated further,
surpassing even some of the pre-
vious most polluted areas.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) in
many localities has breached the
300 mark, placing them in the
"very poor" category. The AQI
between 301 and 400 is consid-
ered very poor. In Ghaziabad,
Loni reported an AQI of 339, the
highest in the entire region. Other
areas like Vasundhara and
Indirapuram recorded AQIs of
287, while Sanjay Nagar stood at
260.

In neighbouring Noida, the sit-
uation was equally alarming.
Sector 125 reported an AQI of
358, Sector 116 recorded 334,
Sector 1 was at 257, and Sector
62 registered 207. Delhi, too, con-
tinued to battle thick pollution.
Anand Vihar recorded an AQI of
335, Wazirpur 337, Bawana 281,
and Mundka 297 -- all falling in
the "poor" to "very poor" range.

While some parts of the capi-
tal showed marginally better air
quality, the overall picture
remains grim across the NCR.

In response to the worsening
air quality, authorities have
implemented the first phase of
the Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP), which includes restric-
tions such as halting construc-
tion and demolition work and
banning the use of diesel gener-
ators. Officials warned that if
pollution levels continue to rise,
the second phase of GRAP, with
more stringent curbs, could be
enforced soon.

PM Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana, Poshan Abhiyan key
to advancing food security
in India: Nadda
NEW DELHI : Initiatives like Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) and Poshan Abhiyan
have been crucial in advancing food security in the
country, said Union Health Minister JP Nadda on
Thursday on World Food Day. 

World Food Day is observed every year on October
16 to raise awareness about food security, nutrition,
and sustainable agricultural practices.   Taking to the
social media platform X, the Union Health Minister
stressed the need for sustainable and inclusive
approaches both for food production and nutrition.  

"Today, as we commemorate World Food Day, we
highlight the urgent need for sustainable and inclu-
sive approaches to food production and nutrition,"
Nadda said.   Crediting PM Narendra Modi's vision-
ary leadership for initiatives like PMGKAY and
Poshan Abhiyan, the Minister stated that these

schemes "have played a vital role in advancing food
security and ensuring that every individual receives
safe, wholesome, sufficient, and nutritious food for a
better tomorrow".  

"With the theme of 'Hand in Hand for Better
Foods and a Better Future', this day reminds us of
our collective responsibility to eliminate hunger and
malnutrition," Nadda said.  

PMGKAY was launched with the specific purpose
of ameliorating the hardships faced by the poor and
needy due to economic disruptions caused by the
Covid-19 outbreak in the country.  

The core function of PMGKAY is to distribute food-
grains free of cost to the households already identi-
fied and covered by the National Food Security Act
(NFSA).   The PM POSHAN (POshan SHAkti Nirman)
Scheme is a crucial national initiative designed to
enhance education and combat hunger by improving
the nutritional status of children in government and
government-aided schools. It also encourages regu-
lar attendance among disadvantaged students.  

Under the scheme, one nutritious hot cooked mid-
day meal is provided to all primary students up to the
age of 14 years. 

Multidisciplinary study finds estrogen could aid
in therapies for progressive multiple sclerosis
TEXAS : About 100,000 of the
estimated million persons in the
United States with multiple scle-
rosis (MS) have a progressive
form of the disease, with symp-
toms worsening over time or fol-
lowing periods of remission.

"Progressive MS is profoundly
challenging because it is relent-
less and treatment options are
limited," said Francisco P. Gomez,
a neurologist who specializes in
MS and neuroimmunology.

MS is believed to occur when
the immune system attacks the
myelin sheath -- the protective
coating of the nerve fibers that
transmit electrical impulses
throughout the body -- and dis-
rupt this communication. The dis-
ease occurs more often in women,
older people and those in north-
ern latitudes. Symptoms include
fatigue, numbness or tingling,
bladder and bowel problems and
cognitive issues, but difficulty
walking and balancing are the
most common symptoms -- and
these are more pronounced in the
progressive form of the disease. In

addition, the progressive form is
more prevalent among Black
patients. Now, Gomez and col-
leagues with the Texas A&M
University Health Science Center
(Texas A&M Health) have identi-
fied two estrogens that show
promise in reducing the symp-
toms of progressive MS: estradiol
and estriol. For their study, pub-
lished in the Journal of
Neuroimmunology, the team eval-
uated estriol and estradiol as pos-
sible treatment protocols through

a study that used a virus to mimic
progressive MS. "Testing potential
therapies by using virus models of
the disease is important because
we recently learned that the
Epstein-Barr virus contributes to
the formation and development of
MS by triggering an autoimmune
response in susceptible individu-
als," said study author Jane
Welsh, a neuroimmunologist with
the Texas A&M College of
Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences (VMBS) and

the Texas A&M Naresh K. Vashist
College of Medicine.

She added that while women
are more likely than men to devel-
op MS, once they have the disease
and become pregnant, they tend
to go into remission. "That's
because during pregnancy -- and
especially in the third trimester --
estradiol and estriol levels are ele-
vated," said study author Candice
Brinkmeyer-Langford, a neuro-
generative disease expert with the
Texas A&M School of Public
Health. "Even women with MS
who are on oral contraceptives
experience fewer symptoms and
have fewer relapses, so we evalu-
ated how these hormones affect
the myelin sheath." Estrogen is a
group of hormones that primarily
affect sex drive and reproductive
development, especially for
women. Estradiol is more potent
than estriol and is used for hor-
mone replacement therapy in
postmenopausal women. Estriol,
on the other hand, is used off-
label for a variety of conditions
and is FDA-approved only.

Research finds
fat may secretly
fuel Alzheimer's
HOUSTON : New research from
Houston Methodist reveals how
obesity may directly drive
Alzheimer's disease. Scientists
discovered that tiny messengers
released by fat tissue, called
extracellular vesicles, can carry
harmful signals that accelerate
the buildup of amyloid-b plaques
in the brain. These vesicles even
cross the blood-brain barrier,
making them powerful but dan-
gerous connectors between body
fat and brain health. The study,
"Decoding Adipose-Brain
Crosstalk: Distinct Lipid Cargo in
Human Adipose-Derived
Extracellular Vesicles Modulates
Amyloid Aggregation.
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MI News Service, Kolkata,
16 Oct.25 : As part of the
Vigilance Awareness Cam-
paign–2025, the Carriage &
Wagon (C&W) Workshop,
Liluah, organised a Ven-
dors Meet recently to pro-
mote transparency, ethical
business practices, and
stronger partnerships be-
tween the Railways and its
suppliers. The programme
was graced by the presence
of Shri Sandeep Shukla,
Principal Chief Materials
Manager, Eastern Railway,
as the Chief Guest. Chief
Workshop Manager, Liluah
extended a warm welcome
to the participants and em-
phasised the Workshop’s
unwavering commitment to

maintaining fair, account-
able, and transparent pro-
curement practices.

The event aimed at
strengthening vendor–Rail-
way relationships and fos-
tering awareness on the
importance of vigilance in
procurement and supply
chain management.

Key Highlights of the
Event:

Emphasis on the role of
vigilance in ensuring fair-
ness, integrity, and ac-
countability in
procurement processes. 
Promotion of Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) for
enhanced transparency, ef-
ficiency, and broader ven-
dor participation. 

Discussion on expanding
opportunities for vendors
to supply items essential for
Coach and Wagon mainte-
nance, supporting Eastern
Railway’s operational effi-
ciency. Encouragement to
vendors for technological
upgradation and process
improvements to meet Rail-
way standards. Interac-
tive session among Railway
officials, vendors, and rep-
resentatives from Laghu
Udyog Bharati on facilitat-
ing the growth of Micro,
Small & Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) and boost-
ing their participation in
Railway procurement.

The meet served as an
effective platform for col-
laboration and knowledge
sharing, where vendors
gained insights into Rail-
way expectations while
also presenting their chal-
lenges and suggestions.
Participants were sensi-
tised on the need for in-
tegrity, vigilance, and
compliance to ensure sus-
tainable business relation-
ships with the Railways.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
16 Oct.25: Swachhata
Pakhwada 2025 was ob-
served across South Eastern
Railway from 1st to 15th
October 2025 in a befitting
manner, reaffirming the
commitment towards clean-
liness and sustainability.
The concluding programme
was organized on 16th Oc-
tober 2025 at SER Head-
quarters, Garden Reach.
The event commenced with
the welcome of General
Manager and Additional
General Manager by Princi-
pal Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer with presentation of
potted plants, symbolizing
green commitment. Shri
Anil Kumar Mishra, Gen-
eral Manager, South East-
ern Railway administered
the Swachhata Pledge to all
officers and staff, followed

by an address by Principal
Chief Mechanical Engineer
highlighting the significance
of the Swachhata
Pakhwada initiative.

A Nukkad Natak by
Bharat Scouts and Guides
was staged to spread mass
awareness on cleanliness.
Subsequently, a prize distri-
bution ceremony was held
to felicitate the winners of
various competitions organ-
ized during the campaign. A
booklet on Sustainable De-
velopment in SER was un-
veiled by General Manager,
Additional General Man-
ager and all PHODs. The
programme concluded with
an inspiring address by
General Manager/South
Eastern Railway and a vote
of thanks by Chief Mechan-
icla Engineer (EnHM)/South
Eastern Railway.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
16 Oct.25 : Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works (CLW),a
leading locomotive manu-
facturing unit of Indian
Railways, is participating
& showcasing its impres-
sive locomotives and tech-
nological innovations at
the 16th International
Railway Equipment Exhi-
bition 2025, being held at
Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi from 15-17 th Octo-
ber 2025 and showcased
an overview of the dis-
played products. Shri
H.Malhotra, Member Op-
erations & Business Devel-
opment/ Railway Board
visited CLW Stall on
15.10.2025 & Congratu-
lated. Visitors appreciated
the advanced technologi-
cal developments in the lo-
comotive sector and
praised CLW's contribu-

tion in manufacturing of
electric and also took in-
terest & appreciated the
component items dis-
played.  At this interna-
tional show CLW is
showcasing its  models of
locomotives built over the
glorious 75 years of its
journey and indigenous
manufacturing capabilities
under 'Make in India"Aat-
manirbhar Bharat" initia-
tives. This exhibition
provides an excellent op-
portunity & platform for
industry experts, business
leaders, and visitors to
gain insights into CLW's
technological achieve-
ments and future
plans.This also provided a
platform for exchange of
ideas. 

CLW is displaying
prominently the WAG-9
HC;WAP-5 Push-pull Aero-

dynamic & WAG-9 HC
TWIN Electric Locomotives
in this prestigious interna-
tional fair, along with other
models & exhibits. It also
showcased it's manufac-
turing prowess through In-
teractive Digital Displays &
Infographics. Interactive
exchange on Single Vendor
Locomotive items with the
visiting vendors MSMEs &
other industrial visitors
also organised in this
fair,Promoting indigenous
development of locomotive
components towards self-
reliance in  railways.  On
this occasion, Shri Harish
Mittal, Chief Electrical En-
gineer/ Design;Shri Chi-
trasena Mandala,Public
Relations Officer;Shri
Uttam K. Maiti,DGM;Shri
Kumar Parmanand,
DyCMM/ Depot; Shri Ashish
Kumar, SEE/ Design; Shri
Sunil Kumar, SSE and  team
provided detailed insights
about CLW's products and
innovations to visitors and
industry experts. The pri-
mary objective of CLW's
participation in this event is
to showcase its exceptional
achievements & exploring
new business oppurtunities.
On 16.10.2025,Shri Satish
Kumar, Chairman & CEO
Railway Board visited CLW.
This fair will continue till
17th October, 2025 .

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar, 16 Oct.25 :
The Commissioner of Rail-
way Safety (CRS) today car-
ried out a thorough
inspection of the newly laid
3rd line between Baitarani
Road and Jajpur Keonjhar
Road, a stretch of 11.634
km, forming part of the
larger Bhadrak–Nergundi
3rd line corridor on the
Howrah–Chennai Main
Line, under the Khurda
Road Division of East Coast
Railway (ECoR). During the
inspection, a motor trolley
run was conducted to ex-
amine the track and associ-
ated infrastructure. A full
speed trial was also con-
ducted to validate that the
track is fit for regular train
operations. The CRS team
meticulously examined all
critical safety components
including Rail track geome-
try and alignment, Cross-
ings and turnouts, Bridges
and minor-works struc-
tures, Signals, interlocking
systems, and related safety
gear and also Drainage,
protective works and fenc-
ing/guarding, etc. The pur-
pose of the inspection is to
certify that the stretch is
safe and compliant with
requisite standards before
it is commissioned for traf-
fic. Once the CRS grants
formal clearance, train

services will begin opera-
tions over this third line
section. This latest inspec-
tion is part of ongoing ef-
forts to progressively open
new segments of the
Bhadrak–Nergundi third-
line route. The entire proj-
ect spans approximately
92.19 km in length and
aims to decongest the
Howrah–Chennai trunk
route and enhance opera-
tional flexibility. Earlier
segments, such as the 16.80
km Haridaspur–Byree sec-
tion was also inspected by
the CRS, underwent speed
trials and were subse-
quently commissioned.  To
date, more than 65 kms of
the overall project work has
been completed. The
Bhadrak–Nergundi third
line was conceived in the
2012–13 plan and received
final sanction in October
2015.  Key stretches com-

missioned earlier include:
Jakhapura to Hari-

daspur (23.53 km) — com-
pleted April 2016, Kapilas
Road to Salegaon (4.30 km)
— commissioned in May
2019, Kapilas Road to Ner-
gundi (4.20 km) — commis-
sioned in October 2022, 
Byree-Dhanmandal-Hari-
daspur -16.8 km – commis-
sioned in September 23, 
Ranital Junction - Bhadrak -
5.05 km - commissioned in
December 2024, The proj-
ect is targeted for completion
in financial year 2026-2027,
with the estimated project
cost currently pegged at
�1,284.39 crore.

Once fully commissioned,
the third line will provide
greater throughput and op-
erational resilience on the
Howrah–Chennai corridor,
reduce congestion, improve
punctuality and foster eco-
nomic growth in the region.

MI News Service, Kolkata, 16 Oct.25 : As
part of the Swachhata Abhiyan Campaign
2025, launched nationwide, Sealdah Di-
vision of Eastern Railway has witnessed
an enthusiastic response from railway of-
ficials, staff, volunteers, and passengers.
The campaign, which runs from August
1 to October 31, 2025, aims to promote
cleanliness, hygiene, and sustainability
across the railway network. On October
16, 2025, the Environment & Housekeep-
ing Management (EnHM) Department of
Sealdah Division organised a series of
cleanliness and awareness activities at
various stations under the division as
part of the Swachhata Pakhwada. A
Drawing Competition was organised at
Majerhat (MJT) Station on the theme
“Clean Station & Clean Train.”

Mass Awareness Programmes were con-
ducted at Kolkata Terminal, Barrackpore
(BPC), Barrackpore (BP) and other stations,
aimed at educating passengers and railway
staff about the importance of cleanliness and
sustainable practices. Intensive Cleaning
Drives of platform surfaces and tracks were
carried out at Naihati Station, Canning–Dia-
mond Harbour (CDH) section, and other loca-
tions to ensure a cleaner and more hygienic
travel environment.An “Amrit Samvaad” (In-
teractive Session) was held with passengers at
Habra Station, where passengers were en-
couraged to share their feedback and sugges-
tions to further enhance cleanliness initiatives.
The day’s activities reflected the collective effort
of Sealdah Division in promoting a cleaner,
greener, and more sustainable railway envi-
ronment under the Swachhata Abhiyan Cam-
paign 2025.

“BUILDING TRUST THROUGH TRANSPARENCY: LILUAH WORKSHOP ORGAN-
ISES VENDORS MEET UNDER VIGILANCE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN–2025”

CRS Inspection and Speed Trial Conducted on 3rd Line between Baitarani Road and 
Jajpur Keonjhar Road (11.634 km) as Part of Bhadrak-Nergundi 3rd Line Project

Shri Anil Kumar Mishra, General Manager, South Eastern
Railway, AGM and Principal Head of the Departments un-
veiling a booklet on Sustainable Development in SER in con-
nection with observance of Swachhata Pakhwada at  SER
Headquarters, Garden Reach on 16.10.2025.

SER OBSERVED SWACHHATA PAKHWADACLW shines at 16th IREE-2025

“AMRIT SAMVAAD” UNDER SWACHHATA ABHIYAN CAM-
PAIGN 2025 ORGANISED ACROSS SEALDAH DIVISION

Festival special express train between Puri and New Delhi.

MI News Service, New Delhi, 16
Oct.25 : With the Diwali festival
approaching, Khurda Road Divi-
sion of East Coast Railway has
intensified its safety measures by
launching a Special Drive against
the illegal carriage of firecrack-
ers and other inflammable items
in passenger-carrying trains.
Carrying dangerous goods such
as firecrackers, gas cylinders,
acid, petrol, kerosene or similar
inflammable materials in trains
is strictly prohibited under the
Railways Act, 1989, and offend-
ers are liable to imprisonment of
up to three years. To ensure a
safe and secure festive season,
Divisional Railway Manager,
Khurda Road, has directed all
concerned officials to maintain a
strict vigil on passenger move-
ments and intensify inspections
at stations, parcel offices and
train platforms. Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) and Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP)
personnel have been placed on
high alert, with luggage and par-
cel consignments being thor-
oughly scanned before loading.
In addition, an intensive aware-
ness campaign has been
launched across major stations
under the Division. Public an-
nouncements are being made
regularly appealing to passen-
gers not to carry inflammable or
explosive materials while travel-
ling. Staff and stakeholders in-
cluding lease holders, parcel
staff, pantry car personnel,
porters, OBHS staff, catering
staff, and passengers are being
counseled about the dangers as-
sociated with such items.

To enhance safety vigilance,
Special Safety Drives and ran-
dom surprise checks are being
carried out in coordination with
RPF, GRP and Civil Defence vol-
unteers. Train Escorting Teams
and Meri Saheli Teams are also
keeping close watch on passen-
gers and luggage. Adequate fire
extinguishers and firefighting
equipment have been ensured
at all strategic locations includ-
ing stations, goods sheds, guard
vans, pantry cars, AC coaches
and locomotives.

Khurda Road Division ap-
peals to all passengers to coop-
erate in maintaining a safe
travel environment and report
any suspicious activities or car-
riage of inflammable items im-
mediately by calling the
Railway Helpline Number 139.
East Coast Railway remains
committed to ensuring safe and
secure train operations during
this festive season and seeks the
cooperation of all passengers in
this public safety initiative.

ECoR Launches 
Special Drive against
Carrying of Diwali
Crackers in Trains

MI News Service, Kolkata, 16 Oct.25:
Asansol Division of Eastern Railway has
taken significant steps toward building an in-
clusive and accessible railway environment
for Divyangjan. With a strong commitment to
passenger comfort, safety, and dignity, the Di-
vision has upgraded amenities across major
stations such as Asansol, Durgapur, Jasidih,
Madhupur, Raniganj, Andal, Kumardubi,
Barakar, Chittaranjan, Sitarampur,
Vidyasagar, and Jamtara, among others. To
collect authentic feedback, the students of
Asansol Braille Academy were invited to ex-
perience & comment on these facility en-
hancements.Their observations will further
guide the sincere efforts of the Asansol Divi-
sion towards an inclusive environment. To

ensure smooth movement within station
premises, ramps and non-slippery pathways
have been constructed at entrances and
exits, making access easier for wheelchair
users. Dedicated parking spaces at all sta-
tions up to NSG-3 category, accessible ticket
counters, and help booths have been estab-
lished to provide convenient services to Di-
vyang passengers. Specially designed toilets
and drinking-water facilities are available at
several stations to further enhance ease and
comfort. For visually impaired passengers,
tactile pathways and Braille signage have
been introduced, ensuring safe navigation
throughout the station. The availability of
wheelchairs at stations has strengthened ac-
cessibility, enabling Divyangjan to travel with

greater confidence and independence. Plat-
form accessibility has also been given high
priority. Several major stations, including
Asansol, Durgapur, and Jasidih, are equipped
with lifts, escalators, and well-connected foot-
over-bridges, ensuring barrier-free move-
ment between platforms. Clear signage, audio
announcements, and sensitised staff add to
the convenience and safety of Divyang pas-
sengers. Efforts made under various passen-
ger-centric initiatives are being aligned with
the broader vision of Indian Railways under
the Accessible India Campaign and Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme, through which rail-
way stations are being transformed into Di-
vyangjan-friendly zones aimed at ensuring
universal and inclusive accessibility.

ASANSOL DIVISION ENSURING INCLUSIVE RAIL TRAVEL WITH ENHANCED FACILITIES FOR DIVYANGJAN

• Unreserved festival special express train
between Puri and Anand Vihar Terminal
• One way express special train between
Puri-Nizamudin.
MI News Service, New Delhi, 16 Oct.25 : To
clear extra rush during festive season, In-
dian Railways will run festival special ex-
press trains between Puri and New Delhi, as
per the schedule below.

1. Anand Vihar – Puri- Anand Vihar, un-
reserved festival special (Train
No.04408/04407)

Train No. 04408, Anand Vihar – Puri fes-
tival Special Express, will depart from
Anand Vihar Terminal at 23:00 hrs (11 PM)
on dt.18.10.2025 (Saturday). Train No.
04407,  Puri–Anand Vihar festival Special
Express, will depart from Puri at 16:30 hrs
on (4.30 PM) on dt. 20.10.2025 (Monday).

The major stoppages of these trains be-
tween Puri and Anand Vihar are Khurda
Road, Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Bhadrak, Bal-
asore, Tata Nagar, Bokaro steel city, Hazarib-
agh Road, Gaya, Pt.Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
junction, Mirzapur and Ghaziabad.

Coach Composition: General and sleeper
coaches - 15, Luggage cum Brake van-1, Di-
vyangjan coach –1.

2. Puri-Nizamudin (Train No. 08475) one
way express special (Via Sambalpur city-
Jharusguda Road )

Train No. 08475,  Puri- Hajarat Niza-
mudin express Special will depart from Puri
at 04:50 hrs on dt.19.10.2025 (Sunday). The
major stoppages of the train between Puri and
Nizamudin are, Khurda Road, Bhubaneswar,
Dhenkanal, Sambalpur city, Jharusguda Road,
Bilaspur, Jhansi and Agra Cant.

Coach Composition: General coaches -4,
sleeper-14, Luggage cum Brake van-cum Di-
vyangjan- 2.

MI News Service, Kolkata, 16 Oct.25
:Running special trains during the festive
season carries multiple advantages.
These services not only accommodate the
sharp rise in festive travel demand but
also ensure passengers get easier, faster
and more reliable journey options. Be-
yond travel convenience, such initiatives
encourage tourism, uplift local trade and
strengthen the spirit of togetherness dur-
ing major festivals like Diwali and
Chhath. In order to handle the antici-
pated festive crowd, Railway has decided
to run special trains between Howrah &
Raxaul, Kolkata & Gorakhpur, Kolkata &
Madhubani, Asansol & Gorakhpur and
Barddhaman & Fatwa.

03045 Howrah – Raxaul unreserved
special will leave Howrah at 23:10 hrs. on
17.10.2025 & 23.10.2025 to reach Raxaul
at 16:15 hrs. on the next day and 03046
Raxaul – Howrah unreserved special will
leave Raxaul at 17:45 hrs. on 18.10.2025
& 24.10.2025 to reach Howrah at 11:30
hrs. on the next day. The train will stop at
Bandel, Barddhaman, Durgapur, Asansol,
Chittaranjan, Madhupur & Jasidih stations
over Eastern Railway jurisdiction enroute
in both directions.

03133 Kolkata – Gorakhpur unre-
served special will leave Kolkata at 23:55
hrs. on 24.10.2025 to reach Gorakhpur at
18:00 hrs. on the next day and 03134
Gorakhpur – Kolkata unreserved special
will leave Gorakhpur at 21:00 hrs. on
25.10.2025 to reach Kolkata at 15:15 hrs.
on the next day. The train will stop at Nai-
hati, Bandel, Barddhaman, Durgapur,
Asansol, Chittaranjan, Madhupur & Ja-

sidih stations over Eastern Railway juris-
diction enroute in both directions.

03185 Kolkata – Madhubani unre-
served special will leave Kolkata at 23:55
hrs. on 18.10.2025 & 25.10.2025 to reach
Madhubani at 13:00 hrs. on the next day
and 03186 Madhubani – Kolkata unre-
served special will leave Madhubani at
15:30 hrs. on 19.10.2025 & 26.10.2025 to
reach Kolkata at 05:15 hrs. on the next
day. The train will stop at Barddhaman,
Durgapur, Asansol, Chittaranjan, Mad-
hupur & Jasidih stations over Eastern Rail-
way jurisdiction enroute in both directions.

03529 Asansol – Gorakhpur unre-
served special will leave Asansol at 20:30
hrs. on 22.10.2025 & 24.10.2025 to
reach Gorakhpur at 10:45 hrs. on the
next day and 03530 Gorakhpur – Asansol
unreserved special will leave Gorakhpur
at 13:45 hrs. on 23.10.2025 &
25.10.2025 to reach Asansol at 03:50
hrs. on the next day. The train will stop
Chittaranjan, Madhupur & Jasidih sta-
tions over Eastern Railway jurisdiction
enroute in both directions.

03003 Barddhaman – Fatwa MEMU
Express special will leave Barddhaman at
10:45 hrs. from 21.10.2025 to 25.10.2025
(5 trips) to reach Fatwa at 22:30 hrs. on
the same day and 03004 Fatwa – Bard-
dhaman MEMU Express special will leave
Fatwa at 23:00 hrs. from 21.10.2025 to
25.10.2025 (5 trips) to reach Barddhaman
at 10:45 hrs. on the next day. The train
will stop at Durgapur, Asansol, Chittaran-
jan, Madhupur, Jasidih & Simultala sta-
tions over Eastern Railway jurisdiction
enroute in both directions.

Eastern Railway To Run Five Unreserved Special Trains For Diwali & Chhath

MI News Service, Moscow: Represen-
tatives from over 40 countries are set
to gather in Moscow for the 17th As-
sembly of the Russian World, sched-
uled from October 20 to 22, 2025,
organised by the Russkiy Mir Founda-
tion with the support of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For the
first time, the assembly will feature a
special session titled "New Media Di-
mension: Strengthening Dialogue -
Confidence Building", bringing to-
gether foreign and Russian specialists
in mass communications. The session
is being organised in partnership with
TV BRICS International Media Net-
work, the official international infor-
mation partner of the event.

Tatyana Shlychkova, Executive
Director of the Russkiy Mir Founda-
tion, highlighted the growing global
media interest in fostering new part-
nerships. "For us, this is an impor-
tant indicator of the interest shown
by media representatives in estab-
lishing new types of contacts and
forming a modern architecture of
communications. Guests from more
than 40 countries will take part in
the discussion. We are confident that
the international dialogue will be ef-

fective and will continue in a practi-
cal direction. As part of its BRICS
Global Media Tour, TV BRICS has in-
vited heads of leading partner media
from 16 countries, including Brazil,
Vietnam, Egypt, Zimbabwe, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Cuba, Malaysia,
Mexico, Nigeria, Oman, Thailand,
Chile, Ethiopia, and South Africa.

Among the key participants are
Dylan Poitevin Della Pasqua, Editor-
in-Chief of Agency Safras News
(Brazil); Ezzat Youssef, Editor-in-
Chief of Al-Ahram Online (Egypt);
Victoria Ruzvidzo, Editor of The
Herald (Zimbabwe); MarziehZaeri-
Irani, Director for International Co-
operation at IRIB (Iran); Ali
Muhammad Ali, Managing Director

of NAN (Nigeria); and Jorge Luis
Bermudez Cruz, CEO of Canal
Caribe (Cuba).

Speaking ahead of the event,
Janna Tolstikova, CEO of TV BRICS,
said "TV BRICS, which cooperates
with more than 100 major media 
organisations from different coun-
tries, notes a high demand for mu-
tually beneficial cooperation and
objective public information that
makes it possible to showcase na-
tional identity, business and trade-
economic potential. Together, we 
are creating a new communication
space that takes into account state
interests and cultural and linguistic
identity while uniting countries with
the ideology of peace and construc-
tive partnership. At this stage 
of modern history, the role of media
professionals rises to the level 
of public, or informational, diplo-
macy. At the Assembly in Moscow,
we are determined to speak openly
with one another so that our nations
have the opportunity to present
themselves in the international in-
formation field, as well as to hear
and better understand their neigh-
bours and partners."

Global media leaders gather in Moscow 
for 17th Assembly of Russian World

MI News Service, Naypyidaw: An earthquake measuring magnitude 3.7 struck Myanmar
on Thursday, according to a statement by the National Centre for Seismology (NCS). The
tremor occurred at a shallow depth of 10 kilometres, which increases the likelihood of af-
tershocks. In a post on X, the NCS said, “EQ of M: 3.7, On: 16/10/2025 10:07:05 IST, Lat:
23.10 N, Long: 95.33 E, Depth: 10 Km, Location: Myanmar.” Earlier on October 13, an earth-
quake of magnitude 4.6 struck the region at a shallow depth of 10km. In a post on X, the
NCS said, “EQ of M: 4.6, On: 13/10/2025 11:10:26 IST, Lat: 22.45 N, Long: 94.41 E, Depth:
10 Km, Location: Myanmar.”https://x.com/NCS_Earthquake/status/1977614497427915222
Shallow earthquakes are generally more dangerous than deep earthquakes. This is because
the seismic waves from shallow earthquakes have a shorter distance to travel to the surface,
resulting in stronger ground shaking and potentially more damage to structures, as well as
greater casualties. Myanmar is vulnerable to hazards from moderate and large magnitude
earthquakes, including tsunami hazards along its long coastline. Myanmar is wedged be-
tween four tectonic plates (the Indian, Eurasian, Sunda, and Burma plates) that interact in
active geological processes.

Earthquake of magnitude 3.7 strikes Myanmar

MI News Service, Taipei: Tai-
wan’s Ministry of National De-
fense detected 23 Chinese
military aircraft, eight Chinese
naval vessels and two official
ships operating around its ter-
ritorial waters as of 6 am on
Thursday (local time). As per
the MND, of the 23 sorties, 21
crossed the median line and en-
tered Taiwan’s northern, south-
western and eastern Air
Defense Identification Zone
(ADIZ). In a post on X, the MND
said, “23 PLA aircraft, 8 PLAN
vessels and 2 official ships oper-
ating around Taiwan were de-
tected up until 6 a.m. (UTC+8)
today. 21 out of 23 sorties
crossed the median line and en-
tered Taiwan’s northern, south-
western and eastern ADIZ. We
have monitored the situation
and responded.” On Wednes-
day, Taiwan detected 16 Chi-
nese aircraft, 13 naval vessels
and two official ships operating
around the region. Of the 16, 14
sorties crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan’s northern,
southwestern and southeastern
ADIZ. In a post on X, the MND
said, “16 PLA aircraft, 13 PLAN
vessels and 2 official ships oper-
ating around Taiwan were de-
tected up until 6 a.m. (UTC+8)
today. 14 out of 16 sorties
crossed the median line and en-
tered Taiwan’s northern, south-
western and southeastern
ADIZ. We have monitored the
situation and responded.”
Meanwhile, China’s swift
growth and diversification of its
nuclear capabilities have led to
concerns that Beijing might en-
gage in “nuclear blackmail” or
even nuclear conflict with West-
ern countries if they intervene
in a Taiwan dispute, reminis-
cent of the warnings from the
Kremlin during its incursion
into Ukraine, as reported by
Central News Agency (CAN).

Taiwan detects 23 Chinese
aircraft, 8 vessels, 

2 ships around its region
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PERTH : The Indian cricket team
has touched down in Perth in the
early hours of Thursday for the
white ball series, against
Australia, starting from Sunday. 

Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma,
Shubman Gill, and KL Rahul,
Shreyas Iyer, Washington Sundar,
Harshit Rana, Prasidh Krishna
were among the first batch of
players to arrive in Australia. The
Shubman Gill-led squad had
departed from Delhi's IGI airport
early on October 15.

The first group also includes
the support staff while the
remaining members will join them
ahead of the team's first warm-up
session in Australia.

The players are expected to
undergo a brief acclimatisation
period before the limited-overs

series begins on October 19.
The tour of Australia will fea-

ture three One-Day Internationals
followed by a five-match T20I
series, setting the stage for an
exciting contest between two of
the world's top cricketing nations.

With India aiming to maintain
their impressive overseas form,

the tour is seen as a crucial test of
both character and depth. Fans
are eagerly awaiting the action as
young skipper Shubman Gill leads
the side, looking to set the tone for
the series. The three ODIs will also
mark the much-awaited return of
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma to
international action after a signif-

icant break.
Cricket enthusiasts are thrilled

to see the senior duo back on the
field, even as Gill captains the
team in their presence - a fasci-
nating dynamic that adds an extra
layer of intrigue to this high-pro-
file tour.

India's white-ball tour of
Australia begins with the ODI
opener on October 19 at Perth
Stadium, followed by matches at
Adelaide Oval and the Sydney
Cricket Ground on October 23 and
25, respectively. A five-match
T20I series will follow, starting
October 29. The last time India
toured Australia for a bilateral
ODI series was in 2020-21, when
they lost 2-1 but bounced back to
win the T20I series by the same
margin.

NEW DELHI : Real Kashmir FC
have pulled out of the upcoming
AIFF Super Cup 2025-26 owing to
visa delays for their foreign play-
ers, the club announced on
Thursday.  

The Srinagar-based side's
withdrawal has led to Dempo SC
being named as their replacement
in the tournament, which kicks off
in Goa on October 25.

Real Kashmir, popularly
known as the Snow Leopards,
were drawn in Group A, dubbed
the "Group of Death", alongside
Mohun Bagan Super Giant, East
Bengal FC, and Chennaiyin FC.
The team had been slated to face
East Bengal in the tournament
opener on October 25, followed by
fixtures against Mohun Bagan SG
on October 28 and Chennaiyin FC
on October 31.

However, logistical challenges
in securing travel documents for
their overseas players forced the
I-League outfit to withdraw from
the competition just days before
its start.

Confirming their decision, All
India Football Federation posted
on X. "Real Kashmir FC have
withdrawn from AIFF Super Cup

2025-26, as VISAS for their for-
eign players could not be secured.
They will be replaced by Dempo
SC."

The decision comes as a major
blow for Real Kashmir, who were
keen to test themselves against
the country's top-flight clubs after
a promising I-League campaign.
The team's foreign contingent -
instrumental in their recent per-
formances - were key to their
Super Cup ambitions, making
their absence a decisive factor in
opting out.

Earlier, the AIFF's executive
committee confirmed that the
Super Cup will be held from
October 25, whilst approving the
federation's Request for Quotation
(RFQ) for selecting an agency to
manage the process of awarding
the tender for the Indian Super
League. As per the Supreme Court
order on September 2, AIFF has to
take necessary measures to
ensure the Indian football calen-
dar begins on time, which would
need the football governing body
to find a new commercial partner,
after failing to reach a new
Masters Right Agreement with
the AIFF.

WORLD BOXING
CUP FINALS TO
BEGIN FROM
NOV 14 IN
GREATER NOIDA
NEW DELHI : The world's top
pugilists will battle for glory at
the World Boxing Cup Finals
2025, scheduled to take place
at Greater Noida's Shaheed
Vijay Singh Pathik Sports
Complex from November 14 to
21. Hosted by India for the first
time, the week-long spectacle
will bring together elite boxers,
including 2025 stage winners,
as they compete for the coveted
World Boxing Cup trophy. The
competition will see male and
female contenders across ten
weight categories vie for top
honours in Olympic-style box-
ing.

Building on the success of
the inaugural 2024 edition-
which featured stages in
England, the USA, and
Mongolia, followed by the
Finals in England, India enters
this year's finals ranked inside
the top five in the global medal
standings with 17 medals,
including four golds, six silvers,
and seven bronzes.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ajay Singh, President of the
Boxing Federation of India ,
said, "Hosting the World
Boxing Cup Finals reflects how
far Indian boxing has come, not
just in performance, but in our
ability to stage world-class
events. With India set to host
the Commonwealth Games in
2030 and aspiring to stage the
Olympics in 2036, this is anoth-
er important step in that direc-
tion.

"Over the past few years,
we've built systems that consis-
tently produce international
medalists, and this tournament
allows us to showcase that
progress on home soil. It's a
defining moment for us and for
our boxers alike."

The 2025 World Boxing Cup
held its first stage in Brazil's
Foz do Iguacu, where the
Indian men's contingent fin-
ished with six medals, the high-
light being Hitesh Gulia's gold
in the 70kg category. Abhinash
Jamwal (65kg) finished with a
silver medal, while Jadumani
Singh (50kg), Manish Rathore
(55kg), Sachin Siwach (60kg),
and Vishal (90kg) picked up a
bronze medal each.

Stage two of the Cup moved
to Poland, while stage three
was held in Astana,
Kazakhstan, where India's top
national elite women's boxers
joined the fray. Sakshi
Chaudhary (54kg), Jasmine
Lamboria (57kg), and Nupur
Sheoran (80+kg) made waves
by winning a gold medal each,
while the experienced Pooja
Rani (80kg) and rising star
Minakshi Hooda (48kg) picked
up a silver each; Sanju Khatri
(60kg) was the recipient of the
bronze.

NEW DELHI : India duo of Abhishek Sharma
and Smriti Mandhana have been named ICC
Players of the Month for September. Abhishek,

25, was rewarded for his explosive run in the
Asia Cup, where he amassed 314 runs in seven
matches at an average of 44.85 and a blister-
ing strike-rate of 200.

His consistency and flair earned him the
Player of the Tournament honour, and he also
reached a career-high 931 rating points in the
ICC Men's T20I Batting Rankings - the highest
ever recorded in the format at the end of the
Super Fours stage. The left-handed batter beat
competition from team-mate Kuldeep Yadav
and Zimbabwe's Brian Bennett to claim the
monthly accolade. "It feels great to win this ICC
award and I am happy that it has come for
some important matches that I could help win.
I am proud to be part of a team that can pull
off victories from the most difficult of situa-
tions."

"Our recent track record in T20Is reflects
our outstanding team culture and positive
mindset. I thank the team management for
their guidance and to all my team-mates for
their support. I am also thankful to the panel
that selected me for this award," said Abhishek
in a statement by the ICC on Thursday.

Smriti, meanwhile, continued her fine run

in international cricket through an outstanding
time in the home ODI series against Australia
via scores of 58, 117 and 125. The India vice-
captain scored 308 runs in four ODIs during
the period at an average of 77 and a strike rate
of 135.68.

Smriti, who is in the midst of India's cam-
paign in the 2025 Women's ODI World Cup,
struck the fastest century by an India batter
during the third ODI against Australia when
she reached the three-figure mark off just 50
deliveries in New Delhi. She beat competition
from South Africa's Tazmin Brits and
Pakistan's Sidra Amin for the award.

"I am truly honoured to receive the ICC
Women's Player of the Month award for
September 2025. A recognition like this push-
es me to keep growing and evolving as a play-
er. The recognition also reflects the support,
trust, and effort we put in together collectively
as a team."

"My aim has always been to deliver my best
and win matches for the team. I am looking
forward to making the most out of the oppor-
tunities that result in memorable victories for
India in the matches ahead," she said.

BISHKEK (KYRGYZSTAN) : The
Indian U17 women's team is a
step away, or to be precise, a point
away, from scripting history by
becoming the first-ever batch to
earn a place in the AFC U17
Women's Asian Cup on merit.

India women will face
Uzbekistan in the last qualifying
encounter in Group G at the Dolen
Omurzakov Stadium in Bishkek on
Friday, knowing that avoiding
defeat will book their place at the
AFC U17 Women's Asian Cup
China 2026. The match will be
streamed live on Kygyrz Sport TV
YouTube Channel.

"This game is what we have
been working for all these
months," said captain Julan
Nongmaithem, who scored a stun-
ning 90th-minute volley to guide
India to a 2-1 win over Kyrgyz
Republic in the first game on
Monday.

"It was a tough start to the
qualifiers against Kyrgyz
Republic, but we were happy to
get the win in the end finally. That
gave us a good advantage heading
into the last game," Julan added.

As usual, the 14-year-old dedi-
cated the goal to her late father,
who passed away last year. "I
know he's watching from heav-
en," an emotional Julan said after
the game.

Kyrgyzstan bounced back and
defeated Uzbekistan 2-1 in the
second match on Wednesday. That
means India still lead the three-
team group due to a superior
head-to-head record, and a point
against Uzbekistan will see them
top the standings and book their
ticket to China next year.

Head coach Joakim
Alexandersson was somewhat dis-
appointed with the overall per-
formance in the first game,
despite the win, but assured that

the team's confidence remains
intact.

"We weren't able to play exact-
ly the way we wanted. We strug-
gled in our build-up phases
through most of the match. But in
the second half, we used the
flanks more effectively, creating
some good attacking moments.
Although the display didn't fully
reflect our potential, we were
happy to get the three points,
which I thought we deserved,"
said the Swede.

Alexandersson and his coach-
ing staff were in attendance at the
Dolen Omurzakov Stadium on
Wednesday to watch Uzbekistan's
first game of the qualifiers.
Sharing his thoughts on the oppo-
nents, he said, "Kyrgyzstan were
tougher physically and more
sharp, but Uzbekistan tried to play
more with the ball.

"I'm sure Uzbekistan will real-
ly want to bounce back from this
result, so I expect nothing less
than a tough game for us in the
last match. We will have more rest
and more days to prepare than
they will, which should nor-
mally be an advantage, but
you never know. There's
one game to go, and they
will fight very hard for
three points.

"We'll go for a win,
obviously. There's no
point sitting back and
playing for a draw.
That's always risky.
So we'll try to play our
own game and not
think too much about
the scenarios.
Everything is in our
hands," the head coach
affirmed.

Just over two months ago,
Alexandersson led the U20s to
AFC U20 Women's Asian Cup

qualification, ending a 20-year
wait. Now, the Swede finds him-
self on the cusp of more glory and
snapping a bigger drought. The
last time India played the AFC
U17 Women's Championship was
in 2005, when 11 teams partici-
pated directly. However, since the
qualification system was intro-
duced, India have never made it
among Asia's elite, and never
been as close as they are now.

Alexandersson knows exactly
how big a boost this can be for not
just the U17 girls but for women's
football in India, especially after
the senior team also qualified for
the 2026 Asian Cup on merit for
the first time ever.

"I'd be very happy if the U17s
can achieve this as well. It would
mean a lot for the coming years of
women's football in India - to see
not only the senior team, but also
the U20 and U17 teams reaching
this level. Hopefully, it will inspire
even more girls across India to

take up this
beautiful

sport."

INDORE : The Indian women's
cricket team ramped up its prepa-
rations for the crucial 2025
Women's ODI World Cup clash
against England, set to happen on
Sunday, with a high-intensity
fielding session at the Holkar
Stadium. 

With back-to-back defeats to
South Africa and reigning champi-
ons Australia in Visakhapatnam,
the Harmanpreet Kaur-led squad
focused on tightening their field-
ing ahead of the high-stakes
encounter in Indore, where they
look to bounce back in winning
ways.

"The objective of today's field-
ing session was to get used to the
conditions first and fielding under
pressure. We have covered four
areas in this - high catching,
ground fielding, direct hits and
fielding under pressure," said
fielding coach Munish Bali in a
video posted on the BCCI social
media accounts on Thursday.

There was also an interesting
fielding drill kept for the players,
which Bali explained was a part of
getting the execution right under
immense pressure. "If it is a direct
hit, you will get two points. If it
goes inside the net, you will get
three points. So, total 20 points

you have to score."
"But, where is the pressure in

this? If you have scored 18 points,
but if you made a mistake on the
19th point, you will go back to
zero. The amount of pressure we
put here in our sessions will auto-
matically reflect during matches."

"So, exactly when we are doing
small drills, we are giving them
targets, like in direct hits, if you
hit this ball, you will get four
points. If you miss a catch, it will
be minus three. So, we are trying

to create that atmosphere where
we can put pressure on them and
that is helping us a lot," he elabo-
rated.As of now, hosts' India occu-
pies the fourth spot in the points
table with four points, while Nat
Sciver-Brunt led England comfort-
ably sits on top of the tally with
seven points. India need to win
their remaining league games
against England, New Zealand
and Bangladesh to keep them-
selves in race for entering the
semi-finals.

NEW DELHI : After being
appointed as the strategic advisor
of Lucknow Super Giants (LSG),
veteran New Zealand batter Kane
Williamson said it's always a spe-
cial feeling for him to be involved
in the IPL, which he terms as 'the
best franchise competition in the
game'.

Williamson had been a part
of the Durban's Super Giants, the
sister franchise of LSG, in this
year's SA20. In 79 IPL matches,
while turning out for Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans,
Williamson made 2128 runs at an
average of 35.46 and a strike
rate of 125.61, including being
the leading run-getter in the
2018 season.

"I'm really excited to be join-
ing LSG. They have a hugely tal-
ented squad and a great group of
coaches which I'm looking for-
ward to working along side. "It's
always special being involved in
the IPL, the best franchise com-
petition in the game," said
Williamson, who is still active in
international cricket, in a state-
ment issued by the franchise on

Thursday.
The franchise also confirmed

the addition of Carl Crowe as
their new spin bowling coach.
Crowe, who played 42 first-class
matches in England and previ-
ously worked with Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) as their spin bowl-

ing coach, joins a coaching setup
led by Justin Langer, who has
been retained as head coach, and
Bharat Arun, the bowling coach,
who was also with KKR till IPL
2025.

"We enter every IPL season
full of hope and expectation.

2026 is no exception and we are
excited about the work we have
ahead of us as we continue build-
ing a franchise into one the
Goenka family, our players, spon-
sors, supporters and fans are all
immensely proud of.

"The work hasn't stopped
since the end of last season as we
prepare to make our mark on
this season's IPL. The hope,
expectation and passion for LSG
is growing strongly. 

We are looking forward to
strengthening our squad in the
coming months. And, we look for-
ward to seeing Ekana bathed in
blue when the season kicks off,"
said Langer.

Incidentally, Langer and
Williamson were together at
London Spirit during this year's
The Hundred. Though LSG hasn't
still officially announced Zaheer
Khan's departure after being
their mentor in IPL 2025, the
franchise is still yet to confirm if
assistant coaches Lance Klusener,
Vijay Dahiya and Rajat Bhatia
will retain their roles in the team
for next year's competition.

GILL, KOHLI, ROHIT AND OTHERS 
TOUCHDOWN AUSTRALIA FOR ODI SERIES

Real Kashmir FC
withdraw from Super
Cup; Dempo FC
named replacement

ABHISHEK, SMRITI NAMED ICC PLAYERS
OF THE MONTH FOR SEPTEMBER

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP: INDIAN TEAM
UNDERGOES INTENSE FIELDING SESSION
AHEAD OF CLASH AGAINST ENGLAND

India on brink of historic AFC
U17 Women's Asian Cup berth

"WE
WEREN'T ABLE

TO PLAY EXACTLY
THE WAY WE WANTED.
WE STRUGGLED IN OUR

BUILD-UP PHASES THROUGH
MOST OF THE MATCH. BUT IN

THE SECOND HALF, WE USED THE
FLANKS MORE EFFECTIVELY, CRE-

ATING SOME GOOD ATTACKING
MOMENTS. ALTHOUGH THE DIS-

PLAY DIDN'T FULLY REFLECT
OUR POTENTIAL, WE WERE
HAPPY TO GET THE THREE
POINTS, WHICH I THOUGHT

WE DESERVED," SAID
THE SWEDE.

ALWAYS SPECIAL BEING INVOLVED IN IPL, THE BEST
FRANCHISE COMPETITION IN THE GAME: WILLIAMSON


