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JBG Kolkata Marathon 2025 Unveils Official T-shirt and Finisher’s Medal in Grand Ceremony
The official participants’ T-shirt and Finisher’s Medal of the JBG Kolkata Marathon 2025 were unveiled by Sportiz in a grand ceremony on Tuesday. The event
featured MilindSoman, model, actor, endurance athlete and fitness icon, along with AnkitaKonwar, fitness influencer and Ironman finisher, as event ambassadors.
Gaurav Jajodia, Director, Jai Balaji Group, and NishantMaheshwari, CEO and Founder, Sportiz, were also present. The unveiling marked a significant step
towards the marathon’s 10th edition, celebrating themes of movement, legacy and Kolkata’s enduring bond with its runners. “Unveiling the T-shirt and Medal
today is our way of thanking all past, present and future runners.

All five arrested in

Durgapur gang rape
case and victim’s friend
taken to crime spot

Mamata announces  financial assistance of Rs 1.2 lakh 
for reconstructionofeverydevastatedhouse in N Bengal
MI News Service, Jalpaiguri : West
Bengal Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee  on Tuesday announced  financial
assistance of Rs 1.2 lakh for recon-
struction of every devastated house in
flood and landslide affected areas of
North Bengal. “I announce that every
family whose house has been damaged
in the calamity will receive financial
assistance of Rs 1.2 lakh for recon-
struction under our State scheme’, Ma-
mata Banerjee said here  this
afternoon after touring the affected ar-
easof Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Alipurd-
uar and Cooch Behar districts of North
Bengal for the second time during the
past three days.Posting a lengthy tweet
through her X social media handle
today the Chief minister said   “Over
the past few days, I have been person-
ally monitoring and reviewing the re-
lief and rehabilitation efforts underway
across the flood and landslide-affected
areas of North Bengal following the ex-
treme rainfall earlier this month. Day
before yesterday, I had visited Hasi-
mara in Alipurduar, and yesterday, I

travelled to Nagrakata, Chalsa, Mal,
and Kurseong, meeting affected fami-
lies, interacting with officials, and over-
seeing the ongoing restoration work on
the ground”She said  today, she shall
visit the “other side of Mirik to person-
ally assess the situation in the land-
slide-affected areas and ensure that
every affected person receives the sup-
port they need” .”Tomorrow, I will con-
vene an administrative meeting for
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and Mirik.”,
the Chief minister stated adding

“During my visit to Nagrakata, I in-
teracted with the residents at the relief
camps in Bamandanga and Tandoo,
ensuring that food, shelter, and med-
ical facilities are being provided with-
out interruption. I also reviewed the
repair work of the Tanatani Bridge
over the river Gathia, which was se-
verely damaged during the flash
floods, and later inspected the Ka-
likhola Bridge, now restored by the
Public Works Department”. Mamata
Banerjee said  “At the Bamandanga
relief camp, I had the opportunity to

hand over appointment letters for
Home Guard employment to the family

members of flood victims as part of our
comprehensive rehabilitation initiative.

Ten beneficiaries, including eight from
Jalpaiguri and two from Cooch Behar,
received their letters today. I have also
announced that every family whose
house has been damaged in the
calamity will receive financial assis-

tance of ₹1.2 lakh for reconstruction
under our State scheme.”, the Chief
minister said.  

“Our Maa-Mati-Manush Sarkaar
has mobilised all resources to ensure
comprehensive, round-the-clock relief
operations. Special camps have been
set up to help citizens recover essential
documents lost in the floods, while stu-
dents who lost their books are being

provided new study materials. Food
kits, disaster management supplies,
and other essentials are being distrib-
uted extensively across all affected
areas”, the Chief minister tweeted. Ex-
pressing her grief at the massive  loss,

Mamata Banerjee further stated that
“Natural calamities are beyond our
control, but our compassion, prepared-
ness, and collective resolve define our
response. The courage, grit, and per-
severance of the people of North Ben-
gal continue to inspire me. Our State
Government will remain by your side,
every hour, every day, until normalcy
is fully restored”.

At the Bamandanga relief camp, I had the opportunity
to hand over appointment letters for Home Guard em-
ployment to the family members of flood victims as
part of our comprehensive rehabilitation initiative.

”
--CM Mamata Banerjee

PM Modi skips Gaza summit 
sends junior Minister to Egypt  
MI News Service, New Delhi :  Even
as more than 20 top leaders from all
corners of the globe gathered at
Sharm el-Sheikh in Egypt on Monday
at the signing ceremony of the first
phase of the US-brokered Gaza peace
plan to end the two year long bloody
conflict between Israel and Hamas,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi re-
mained conspicuous with his absence
in this global gathering. Instead, he
sent Minister of State Kirti Vardhan
Singh to represent India at the high-
level summit co-chaired by US and
Egyptian Presidents Donald Trump
and Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. Despite
personal invitations from both the US
and the Egyptian Presidents , PM
Modi's decision to skip has set off
speculation about why he's not at-
tending the gathering in Sharm el-
Sheikh where the galaxy of world
leaders had converged to finalise the
framework of a much-awaited peace
deal in the Middle East and discuss
Gaza’s post-war reconstruction.  Ex-
pressing his disappointment Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor has
expressed reservations over India
sending a minister of state to the
peace summit, where many heads of
state had gathered. "This is no reflec-
tion on Kirti Vardhan Singh, whose
competence is not in question; but
given the galaxy of grandees present,
India’s choice could be seen as sig-
nalling a preference for strategic dis-
tance, which our statements don't

convey," he tweeted. Calling the de-
velopment "puzzling," Tharoor won-
dered whether it would dilute India’s
voice on key global issues, when the
country could have made a stronger
mark.  "India’s presence at the
Sharm el-Sheikh Gaza peace sum-
mit, at the level of a Minister of
State, stands in stark contrast to the
heads of state gathered there.
Strategic restraint or missed oppor-
tunity?," he asked. The most obvious

factor that may have played a role in
India's decision is the fact that Pak-
istan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
was in attendance at the summit and
New Delhi wanted to avoid having
PM Narendra Modi share a stage
with him. The April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack, carried out by Pakistan-backed
terrorists and claiming the lives of
26 people, mostly tourists, along
with India’s retaliatory Operation
Sindoor, has led to a sharp escala-
tion of tensions between the two
neighbours besides distancing the
country from any bilateral 
event. India, in response, also sus-
pended the Indus Waters Treaty
and closed the Attari-Wagah check

uu Continued on page 3

US President Donald Trump is wel-
coming Minister of State for External
Affairs Kirti Vardhan  Singh at the
Gaza Peace Summit at Sharm el
Sheikh in Egypt on Monday

Indian economy could withstand external
shocks due to strong domestic demand  
MI News Service, Pune :
India is poised to contribute
about one-fifth of the world's
GDP growth on the back of
robust domestic demand
and prudent macroeco-
nomic and financial sector
policies, which enabled it to
withstand "external shocks",
Shaktikanta Das, the former
RBI Governor and now the
Principal Secretary-2 to PM
Narendra Modi, said. Ad-
dressing an event here on
Tuesday, he emphasised that
India's underlying priority in
free trade agreement nego-
tiations with the US and
other countries is to secure
fair and balanced agree-
ments in the best interest of
the Indian people.

"The robust domestic
demand, together with pru-
dent macroeconomic and fi-
nancial sector policies, has
enabled the country to with-
stand many external shocks.
India is now poised to con-
tribute about one-fifth of the
world's GDP growth", Das
said. He said India has been
actively reshaping its trade
engagements to align with
the changing global order.
"India continues to demon-
strate remarkable dy-
namism and resilience amid
an uncertain global environ-
ment", Das added. Das deliv-

ered the 85th Kale memorial
lecture on "Indian Economy
in a changing global order"
during the convocation at

Pune-based Gokhale Insti-
tute of Politics and Econom-
ics. Noting that the global
economy was experiencing a
phase of unprecedented un-
certainty and fundamental
reset, Das said the rules-
based trading framework,
promoting globalisation and
free trade for over eight
decades, is facing a chal-
lenge. Das stated that the sit-
uation has changed from the
days when it was considered
that the world was flat and
that it should become one
market. Cost competitive-
ness and the principles of
comparative advantage
across countries were sup-
posed to be the guiding prin-
ciples, but a fundamental
change has crept in, he
added. "The situation has
changed fundamentally. The
global economy and trade
have become considerably
fragmented. Established
rules are being increasingly
questioned while new norms
are yet to be firmly set in.
The COVID pandemic and
the Ukraine-Russia conflict
have accelerated the move
toward self-reliance," he
said. The former governor 
of the RBI said that the 
vulnerability in global supply 

uu Continued on page 3

”The robust 
domestic demand,
together with 
prudent macroeco-
nomic and financial
sector policies, has
enabled the coun-
try to withstand
many external
shocks. India is
now poised to con-
tribute about one-
fifth of the world's
GDP growth

--Shaktikanta Das

Donald Trump slaps additional 100% tariff on China
MI News Service, Washington (DC) :Es-
calating the US-China trade tensions
further amid the present volatile
global geo-political scenario, Ameri-
can President  Donald Trump has an-
nounced a 100% tariff on Chinese
imports. The move follows China's ex-
port curbs on rare earth minerals.
The US President reignited his trade
war with China, announcing an addi-
tional 100 per cent tariff on Chinese
imports on Saturday, escalating ten-

sions between the world’s two largest
economies. Donald Trump said the
new tariffs, along with US export con-
trols on “any and all critical software”,
will take effect from November 1. He
claimed that  the move was in retalia-
tion for Beijing’s “extraordinarily ag-
gressive” export curbs on rare earth
minerals, key elements used in electric
vehicles, smartphones, and military
hardware. “It is impossible to believe
that China would have taken such an

action, but they have, and the rest is
history,” Trump wrote on Truth Social.
The announcement rattled global
markets, with the Nasdaq falling 3.6
per cent and the S&P 500 dropping 2.7
per cent, marking Wall Street’s worst
single-day fall since April. Currently,
Chinese goods face US tariffs of 30 per
cent, which were imposed earlier
under Trump’s first

uu Continued on page 3

India’s pres-
ence at the
Sharm el-
Sheikh Gaza
peace 
summit, at
the level of a

Minister of State, stands in
stark contrast to the heads
of state gathered there.
Strategic restraint or missed
opportunity? --Shashi Tharoor

MI News Service, Kolkata /
Durgapur :All the five ar-
rested accused and the
friend of the Durgapur
gang rape survivor were
taken to the crime spot by
the West Bengal police on
Tuesday  for reconstruc-
tion of the crime as part of
their ongoing probe, a
senior officer said. “The
arrested persons and the
survivor's friend were
taken to the crime spot in
the jungle adjacent to
Paranaganj Kali Bari cre-
mation ground, and asked
to reenact their respective
roles when the alleged
crime took place there on
Friday night”, he said .

"The accused and the
survivor's friend, who ac-
companied her on Friday
night, have been brought
to the spot for the recon-
struction of the crime, the
entire reconstruction were
video-graphed and then
tallied with their state-
ments. We will also verify
this with the statement of
the victim," the police offi-
cer, who is part of the in-
vestigating team, said
adding that the crime spot
was  close to the gates of 

uu Continued on page 3

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee is cuddling a child at Mirik bazar during
her visit at the flood and landslide hit Darjeeling district on Tuesday
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MI News Service,  
Purulia: In a haunting dis-
play of neglect and broken 
promises, a Shabar family 
in Purulia continues to 
endure dire living conditions 
on plastic sheets barely 40 
feet from the ruins where a 
deadly wall collapse claimed 
the lives of the relatives 
three months ago. Despite 
repeated assurances from 
local, the family remains 
abandoned, subsisting in 
squalor without meaningful 
relif or rehabilitation.

On the night of July 15, a 
mud wall collapsed amid heavy 
rains in the remote hamlet of 
Kherban, Tamna police station 
area, brutally ending the lives 
of Binti Shabar(40), Rimjhim 
Shabar (25), and Amit Tanti 
(30). The catastrophe left fam-
ily shattered: Salu Shabar, his 
son Manik, and granddaughter 
Zaba survived but were left 
severely injured and homeless. 
The tragedy went unnoticed 
until the next morning, when 
locals heard cries for help and 
rescued the survivors. Despite 
initial visit from administration 
officials laden with promises of 
aid, the family reports hav-
ing received nothing beyond 
meager provisions of money, 
rice, pumpkins, and plastic 
bags used for cremation rites. 
Today, five family members 
eke out an existence under 
plastic sheets, a grim symbol 
of administrative apathy and 
failure. 

Nurul Islam Khan: 
Recently, a free eye 
examination camp was 
organized by Meritcare 
Mission in Baragohal 
village of Uluberia, 
Howrah. Thisday's camp 
was the tenth year of 
the organization's public 
service initiative. About 
a hundred people were 
given free eye exams 
at the camp. The main 
goal of the camp was 
to provide advanced 
eye care services to the 
poor in rural areas. All 
patients are provided 
with essential medicines 
completely free of charge 
and glasses at a low cost. 
Sheikh Nazrul Islam, 
a prominent ophthal-
mologist from Howrah 
district, provided medical 
services to patients at 
the camp. He is currently 
working at Ratua Hospi-
tal in Malda district. The 
villagers have expressed 
deep satisfaction at re-
ceiving medical services 
from an experienced 
doctor like him. The 
event was attended by 
Meritcare Mission Pres-
ident Mubaidul Islam 
Mollah, Secretary MM 
Abdur Rahman, and 
well-wishers, guardians, 
and teachers of the mis-
sion. Many local people 
are benefiting from this 
continuous national 
initiative of the mission. 
Nazrul Pathachakra has 
helped the intiative.

Nurul Islam Khan 
"We don't just wear uniforms, 
we also embody humanity" : 
Chanditala Police Station.

A quiet morning a few days 
ago. The innocent, limp child 
in her mother's arms was 
brought to the Chanditala 
police station in Hooghly. Pri-
yam Das, a few months old 
baby of Deepak Das, a resi-
dent of the remote village of 
Haripur. He has been suffer-
ing from a fatal disease since 
birth — Biliary Atresia, a 
life-threatening liver disease. 
The doctors have only one 
advice — “There is no other 
option but a liver transplant.” 
A sum of lakhs of rupees is 
required, which is absolutely 
impossible for a helpless daily 
wage worker family. 

The police chief Anil Raj 
shared his disappointment. 
He couldn't control himself. 
Then he introduced himself 
as a human being, not an of-
ficer. Anil Raj said,  “When 
a child’s life is at stake, we 
are not just police — we are 
guardians.” Chanditala Police 

Station's humanitarian cam-
paign for the child has begun. 

Under the supervision of 
Hooghly Rural SP, the offi-
cers and staff of the police 
station joined hands to cre-
ate a life-saving mission. 
Extending a helping hand, 
some donated part of their 
salary, some did public rela-
tions, some ran from hospital 
to hospital. With the aim of 
bringing Priyam back, he was 
taken to Rainbow Children's 
Hospital in Chennai. The liver 
transplant was successfully 
completed. 

On Monday, little Priyam 
recovered and returned to his 

village. Today, the name of a 
police station shines bright-
ly in his smile — Chanditala 
Police Station. Priyam's par-
ents said with eyes full of 
gratitude, "We thought we 
would lose our son, but as 
God's messenger, the police 
from Chanditala police sta-
tion came and lit a light of 
hope." We are poor people, 
but today we understand that 
the police are not just the 
protectors of the law, but also 
another name for humani-
ty. The police officers of this 
police station have given our 
child a new life. The family 
has expressed gratitude.

MI News Service,  
Nadia: A 35-year-old 
carpenter from Bahir-
gachhi village under Na-
kashipara police station 
limits in Nadia district 
allegedly died by suicide 
on Tuesday after being 
humiliated and assaulted 
by local moneylenders 
over non-repayment of 
a loan.

The deceased, identi-
fied as Bapan Das (35), 
had reportedly borrowed 
money at a high interest 
rate from local lenders a 
few months ago to meet 
household expenses. 
Family members alleged 
that when he failed to 
repay the interest on 
time due to lack of work, 
the lenders repeatedly 
threatened and abused 
him.

On Tuesday morn-
ing, two moneylenders 
allegedly came to his 
house, abused him in 
filthy language, assaulted 
him and forcibly took 
away the house deed. 
Humiliated before his 
family and neighbours, 
Bapan allegedly ended 
his life soon after.

His brother-in-law 
Pradip Das told report-
ers, “Bapan had bor-
rowed rupees 10,000 
from one person who 
later demanded rupees 
1 lakh. Another lend-
er from whom he took 
rupees 50,000 claimed 
₹3 lakh. They refused to 
give him time to repay 
and forcibly took away 
the land documents. 
Unable to bear the insult, 
he took this step.”

Bapan’s father Biswa-
jit Das said, “They took 
away the house deed 
and abused him. My son 
could not bear the hu-
miliation and ended his 
life. We want exemplary 
punishment for those 
responsible.”

Police from Nakashipa-
ra PS have sent the body 
for post-mortem and 
initiated an investigation. 
The accused money-
lenders are absconding, 
officers said.

MI News Service,  Nadia:    
Among the oldest and most 
revered Kali worships in 
West Bengal’s Nadia district 
is the Agameshwari Mata 
Puja, a celebration steeped 
in devotion, mystery, and 
centuries of tantric tradi-
tion. The dark-hued goddess, 
adorned with ornaments and 
radiant eyes, is believed to be 
between 400 and 500 years 
old, depending on local lore.

The worship was initiat-
ed by Sarbabhauma Agam-
bagish, a descendant of the 
great scholar and tantric 
practitioner Krishnananda 
Agambagish of Nabadwip. 
The title Agambagish itself 
derives from Agam Shastra, 
denoting mastery over an-
cient tantric scriptures.

According to legend, 
Sarbabhauma married the 
daughter of Mathuresh 
Goswami, grandson of the 
Vaishnav saint Adwaitacha-
rya of Shantipur. After the 
marriage, Mathuresh Goswa-
mi moved with his daughter 
and son-in-law to Shantipur, 
where he established a pan-
chamundi asana, a sacred 
seat used in tantric medita-
tion. There, Sarbabhauma 
attained spiritual perfection 
through intense austerities 
and worship.

It is said that he molded 
the image of the goddess 
from clay gathered from the 
Ganges and performed the 
first worship, immersing the 

idol back into the holy riv-
er afterward. That ritual of 
creating and immersing the 
goddess each year continues 
to this day, faithfully upheld 
by the Boro Goswami family, 
descendants of the original 
worshipper.

The rituals of Agamesh-
wari Puja are deeply symbol-
ic. On Vijaya Dashami, after 
Durga Puja ends, the goddess 
is ceremonially marked with 
vermilion, and on Kojagori 
Lakshmi Puja, the paatkhi-
lan (ritual awakening) takes 
place. The grand worship of 
Agameshwari Kali is then 
held on Diwali night, known 
locally as Dipanwita Kali 
Puja.

The idol of the goddess 
stands 16 to 18 feet tall, and 
the night before the puja, her 
eyes are painted in a solemn 
ritual known as Chakshudan, 
performed by the artisan 

who fasts and purifies him-
self before the ceremony. Af-
ter this, the Goswami family 
adorns the goddess with or-
naments, sandalwood paste, 
and perfumes before the 
night-long worship begins.

Unlike many other Kali 
rituals, no animal sacrifice 
is practiced here. The of-
ferings are entirely vege-
tarian, symbolizing purity 
and compassion. Sugarcane 
and white pumpkin serve as 
symbolic substitutes for sac-
rifice. The goddess is offered 
a 36-course vegetarian feast, 
all prepared by initiated 
women of the family.

The offerings include three 
types of greens (red spin-
ach, taro leaves, and spin-
ach), mixed vegetable dish-
es (shuktani), lentils (black 
gram, mung, and others), 
pumpkin curries, chanar 
dalna (cottage cheese curry), 
pulao, two kinds of chutney 
(tomato and elephant ap-
ple), and an array of Bengali 
sweets.

After the night of worship, 
the following day marks 
the Niranjan, the farewell 
to the goddess. In earlier 
times, devotees would car-
ry the massive clay idol on 
their shoulders to the river. 
Though now transported by 
vehicle, the devotion remains 
unchanged, continuing a 
sacred tradition that has 
flowed through generations, 
just like the Ganges itself.

MI News Service,  Ghatal:    In 
a scandal rocking Ghatal Munic-
ipality, Bibhas Chandra Ghosh, 
the former chairman and current 
councillor of ward 13, was arrest-
ed on allegations of extorting Rs 
5 lakh by falsely claiming a pro-
motion to the chairman post. The 
arrest has sent political tremors 
through Paschim Medinipur, 
with social media abuzz over a 
forged letter purportedly from 
the All India Trinamool Congress 
endorsing his promotion.Forged 
Promotion Letter and Alleged Ex-
tortionThe controversy erupted 
when a complainant approached 
Ghatal police, accusing Bibhas of 
using a fake letter to intimidate 
and extract money by promising 

reinstatement as chairman.
The letter, prominently brand-

ed with the party’s name, circu-
lated widely on social platforms 
and was flagged for its inauthen-
ticity by Trinamool party leaders. 
Police investigations confirmed 
the letter's forgery, leading to 
Bibhas’s prompt detention.Politi-
cal Fallout and Party Reactions-
District Trinamool Congress Pres-
ident Ajit Maiti condemned the 
fraudulent claim, distancing the 
party from Bibhas’s actions and 
labeling them as the work of ma-
licious elements attempting to ex-
ploit the system. He assured that 
strict action would follow against 
any cadre involved in fraud tar-
nishing the party’s image.Mean-

while, BJP's Ghatal MLA Sheetal 
Kapat seized the opportunity to 
criticize the ruling party, calling 
for comprehensive police action 
against Bibhas and other munic-
ipal officials allegedly involved 
in corrupt practices, including 
the current chairman’s purport-
ed tender irregularities. Kapat 
warned that administrative ac-
countability must be enforced 
swiftly to restore public trust.The 
arrest marks a significant escala-
tion in scrutiny of municipal gov-
ernance, underscoring persistent 
challenges of corruption and mis-
use of power in local administra-
tive bodies. Authorities continue 
to probe the matter as political 
tensions in the region intensify.

MI News Service,   
Bhangarh:   A political battle-
ground in Bhangarh has erupted 
into fierce confrontation ahead 
of the imminent West Bengal As-
sembly Election 20026, as incen-
diary verbal exchanges between 
key protagonists set the stage 
for a high-stakes contest. Ten-
sion surged following ISF MLA 
Naushad Siddiqui’s public ap-
pearance in Kathalia, where he 
unleashed blistering accusations 
against his electoral adversary, 
Canning East Shaukat Mollah.
Heated Confrontation in Bhangarh
Addressing a charged crowd 
and later confronting the press, 
Naushad Siddiqui derided 
Shaukat Mollah as a "notorious 
criminal and a petty leader," 
fully dismissing the credibility 
of Shaukat Mollah's challenge. 
Naushad Siddiqui, known for 
his combative political stance, 
invoked the defeats of former 
adversaries Arabul Islam and 
Kaiser Ahmed, declaring, "Once 
upon a time, Arabul Islam, Kai-
ser Ahmed also challenged me. 
Today they have taken their 
place in the pages of history. 
Shawkat Molla will also take 
his place in the pages of histo-
ry in the same way". The rhet-
oric signals Siddiqui’s intent to 
frame the electoral contest as a 
battle against both his immedi-
ate competitor and the broader 
ruling establishment. Shau-
kat Mollah’s Counter-offensive 

Raising the stakes even further, 
Trinamool Congress MLA Shau-
kat Mollah responded with a 
robust challenge from multiple 
platforms in Bhangarh. Shau-
kat Mollah asserted his party’s 
commitment to transformative 
development, pledging, “There 
will be development work worth 
Rs 100 crore in Bhangre before 
the elections. If Naushad can 
do development worth even Rs 
1 crore, then I will quit poli-
tics.” He added another layer 
of intensity by promising to se-
cure victory in Bhangarh and 
dedicate it as a gift to Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee—a 
gesture aimed at galvanising 
party supporters ahead of the 
crucial electoral test. Escalat-
ing Political StakesThe rapid 
escalation in rhetoric between 
ISF and Trinamool Congress 

leaders has ignited intense de-
bate within political circles in 
Bengal, with observers predict-
ing an escalation of hostilities 
as elections draw closer. Both 
camps are leveraging pointed 
criticism, personal barbs, and 
bold public promises to sway 
Bhangarh’s electorate and as-
sert dominance in this volatile 
constituency. As the election 
bell prepares to sound, Bhan-
garh has transformed into a 
microcosm of Bengal’s larger 
political contest, where local 
rivalries and state-level strate-
gies converge for a fierce, con-
sequential showdown. Political 
observers agree: the bitterness 
between the two parties is set 
to intensify, further sharpening 
the electoral dynamics as one of 
Bengal’s most crucial contests 
comes into focus.

MI News Service,   
Baruipur:    A chilling busi-
ness jealousy has culminated 
in a brutal murder in Barui-
pur’s Begumpur area, shak-
ing the community to its core. 
The victim, Shanta Mandal, 
fell prey to a calculated and 
ruthless scheme orchestrat-
ed by his own brother-in-law, 
Debabrata Patra, exposing 
the dark undercurrents of 
envy and failure festering 
beneath families ties.

According to police re-
ports, Shanta Mandal’s 
flourishing involvement in 
the ganja trade in Bengalu-
ru, flaunted through his os-
tentatious display of wealth 
and power, incited profound 
resentment in Debabrata Pa-
tra. Operating as a struggling 
food delivery worker in the 
same city, Debabrata Patra’s 
mounting frustration over his 

declining fortunes devolved 
into murderous intent. On 
the night of Dashami, De-
babrata Patra lured Shanta 
Mandal under the pretense 
of a meeting, alongside ac-
complices Minajul Paik, Ja-
simuddin Laskar, and auto 
driver Hafizul Mollah—the 
latter providing crucial logis-
tical support. The Execution 
of the Sinister Plot The group 
convened initially in Basanti, 
where heavy drinking sealed 
their grim pact. Shanta Man-
dal was then transported 
to a remote location in Be-
gumpur’s Sat Colony. There, 
under the influence of alco-
hol and utterly vulnerable, 
Shanta Mandal was viciously 
attacked—his throat slit in 
an act of savage violence. 
The body was discovered 
the following day, Ekadashi, 
abandoned on the roadside 

in a shocking display of cru-
elty. Swift Police Action and 
Ongoing Investigation, A spe-
cial police task force acted 
promptly, arresting the prin-
cipal conspirator Debabrata 
alongside his cohorts. Con-
fiscation of the vehicle used 
in the crime and ongoing 
forensic efforts, including 
the search for the murder 
weapon—a specially com-
missioned blade—are key 
pillars of the investigation. 
The incident lays bare how 
destructive business envy, 
combined with deteriorating 
family dynamics, can erupt 
into deadly violence. The Ba-
ruipur community remains 
deeply disturbed by this 
cold-blooded murder, grap-
pling with the tragic loss of 
a young man whose life was 
extinguished in the shadow 
of greed and betrayal.

MI News Service,   
Murshidabad: A devastat-
ing road accident unfolded 
this afternoon near Tan-
gramari field in Hariharpa-
ra, Murshidabad, resulting 
in severe injuries to three 
individuals and momentarily 
paralyzing to Berhampur- 
Amtala state highway. The 
collision between a passen-
ger-laden bus heading to 
Amtala and car from the op-
posite direction culminated 
in a scene of gruesome injury 
and chaos.

According to eyewitness ac-
counts and police reports, the 

accidents took place as the two 
vehicles converged near Tan-
gramari field. The impact was 
catastrophic: Manik Mandal, 
resident of Garibpur village, 
suffered immediate amputa-
tion of his hand at the scene. 
Shantana Haldar from Doga-
chi, Nadia, escaped complete 
dismemberment, although 
one of her hands remained 
precariously attached.Aminul 
Haque, hailing from Beldan-
ga, also sustained serious in-
juries in the crash. Local res-
idents acted promptly to aid 
the victim before police ar-
rived to secure the area. The 

injured were initially rushed 
to Hariharpara Block Primary 
Health Centre for emergency 
care. Given the critical nature 
of their injuries, doctors at the 
center transferred all three 
patients to Murshidabad Med-
ical College for specialized 
treatment. Meanwhile, the 
incident caused traffic disrup-
tion on the Berhampur-Amta-
la highway, prompting police 
intervention to restore nor-
malcy. The accident has sent 
shockwaves through the local 
community, with families of 
the injured already reportedly 
en route to the hospital. 

MI News Service, 
Kolkata:     British Depu-
ty High Commissioner Dr 
Andrew Fleming has de-
scribed the India–UK Com-
prehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA), 
signed in July this year, as 
a landmark development in 
the bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

“This is going to un-
lock huge opportunities 
for trade and investment 
across diverse sectors. For 
the Indian engineering sec-
tor, it holds great prom-
ise,” Fleming said while 
presenting the EEPC India 
Eastern Region awards to 
top-performing engineer-
ing goods exporters at the 
joint ceremony of the 40th 
and 41st awards here on 
Monday.

The UK diplomat not-
ed that the recent visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, leading one of the 
largest-ever trade dele-
gations to Britain, under-

scored the importance the 
UK attaches to its bilateral 
ties with India.

“India has made sig-
nificant strides towards 
becoming a global super-
power in the engineering 
segment, and EEPC In-
dia has played a vital role 
in this development,” Dr 
Fleming said. Comment-
ing on India’s promotional 
support for engineering ex-
ports, he praised EEPC In-
dia for its exemplary role in 
nurturing and supporting 
its members’ international 
business aspirations over 
the past seven decades.

During the ceremo-
ny, Fleming presented 73 
awards to 42 member ex-
porters from the region for 
their outstanding engineer-
ing export performance 
during the financial years 
2021-22 and 2022-23.

Joint Secretary of the 
Department of Commerce, 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Vimal Anand, 

stated that engineering 
exports from the eastern 
region surpassed US$11.08 
billion in the financial year 
2024-25, contributing 10 
percent to India’s total en-
gineering exports.

“Despite significant glob-
al challenges, including 
supply chain disruptions in 
the Red Sea, regional con-
flicts, and the rise of protec-
tionist trade policies, India’s 
engineering export commu-
nity continues to achieve 
remarkable milestones,” 
Anand said. He added that 
India’s engineering goods 
exports reached an all-time 
high of US$116.67 billion in 
fiscal 2024-25. “The Gov-
ernment of India remains 
committed to supporting 
exporters across all regions 
by prioritizing ease of doing 
business, expanding market 
access, and strengthening 
trade infrastructure,” he 
noted.

EEPC India Vice-Chair-
man Aakash Shah, con-

gratulating the award 
winners, called them “real 
champions.” Referring to 
the Trump-era tariffs and 
the EU’s Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM), Shah said, “Pro-
tectionist policies from 
developed nations are be-
coming more frequent. 
To navigate this, we must 
broaden our global reach. 
Diversifying export desti-
nations is key to long-term 
resilience. Regions like Lat-
in America, Africa, South-
east Asia, and the Middle 
East offer immense poten-
tial for engineering prod-
ucts and infrastructure de-
velopment.”

Speakers from various 
forums also praised the 
pivotal role of MSMEs in 
engineering goods expor-
tation. Engineering exports 
are expected to continue 
their positive trend as In-
dia works towards the am-
bitious government target 
of US$300 billion by 2030.

MI News Service, 
Durgapur:     After arrest-
ing all five suspects, the 
police on Tuesday began 
reconstructing the crime 
scene, taking two prime ac-
cused along with the medical 
student to the forested area 
of Parangunj village. The 
23-year-old MBBS student 
from Odisha was allegedly 
abducted after stepping out 
of her private medical col-
lege and gang-raped on Fri-
day around 9 PM.

The Durgapur-Asansol 
Township Police also vis-
ited the homes of Sk Na-
siruddin and Sk Riazuddin 
in Bijra village, seizing 
the clothes they reported-
ly wore on the day of the 
crime.

The reconstruction, led 
by Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Abhishek Gupta, 
took place near the Kali-
bari crematorium in Para-
ngunj forest, with forensic 
experts present to record 
scientific evidence.

According to police, 
the 2nd-year MBBS stu-
dent from Jaleswar, along 
with her male friend (also 
a medical student), had 
stepped out of IQ City Hos-
pital around 8:30 PM on 
Friday to eat. As they left, 
a group of three men ab-
ducted her, leaving her 
friend, who ran away with-
out raising an alarm. She 
was taken into the forest, 
where two more joined the 
initial group, and she was 
allegedly gang-raped. Af-
ter about half an hour, the 
friend—still under police 
scrutiny—was called by 
the accused and instructed 
to take the injured student 
to the hospital where she 
studies.

Medical tests on the ac-
cused are expected either 
today or Wednesday.

Besides Sk Nasiruddin 
and Sk Riazuddin, the other 
accused—Sk Safuqul, Fir-
dous Sheikh, and Apu Bau-
ri—are all in police custody 

following a Durgapur Mo-
nokuma Court order.

Safiq and Nasiruddin, 
whose bike was alleged-
ly used by the accused to 
flee the crime scene, were 
produced in the court of 
Durgapur Judicial Magis-
trate Rajib Sarkar. Mean-
while, the Durgapur Bar 
Association has decided 
that none of its members 
would appear for the ac-
cused.

“We assure the fami-
ly and friends of the sur-
vivor that all accused 
will be brought to justice 
quickly. We are extremely 
pained, and no perpetra-
tor will be spared,” said 
Asansol-Durgapur Police 
Commissioner Sunil Chow-
dhury. Once the survivor is 
fit, police will record her 
statement before a judicial 
magistrate and organise a 
test identification parade, 
officials said.

West Bengal Gover-
nor Dr. C.V. Ananda Bose 

visited the victim at a 
Durgapur hospital on Mon-
day. Calling the incident 
“heart-wrenching,” the 
governor also met the sur-
vivor’s parents and assured 
them that all necessary 
steps would be taken to en-
sure justice.

A three-member team 
from the Odisha Commis-
sion for Women, headed 
by chairperson Sovana 
Mohanty, visited the vic-
tim after reportedly facing 
delays. The incident has 
drawn widespread con-
demnation, with several 
political parties, includ-
ing the BJP and the Left, 
criticising Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee for her 
recent remarks suggesting 
women and girls should 
avoid going out at night. 
Women’s organisations 
and civil society groups 
also staged protests out-
side the private medical 
college where the victim is 
enrolled.
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All five arrested for

Durgapur gang rape
case and victim’s friend
taken to crime spot

PM Modi skips Gaza summit 
sends junior Minister to Egypt  

Indian economy could withstand external
shocks due to strong domestic demand  

Donald Trump slaps addi-
tional 100% tariff on China

From PG 1
post, among other diplo-
matic measures against
Pakistan. At the 25th Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) summit in China
last month, PM Modi, in
presence of his Pakistani
counterpart, flagged "cer-
tain nations" backing ter-
rorism. PM Modi said India
has suffered the "brunt of
terrorism" for four decades
and, following the Pahalgam
attack, "it is natural to raise
whether the open support of
terrorism by some countries
can be acceptable to us. We
have to unanimously oppose
terrorism in every form and
colour. This is our duty to-
wards humanity". In July,
Sharif had extended an olive
branch for “meaningful
talks” with India, but it went
unheeded. The other factor
would have been the likely
risk of US President Donald
Trump, who is co-chairing
the summit, using it to once
again repeat his claim that
he brokered a ceasefire be-
tween India and Pakistan in
the aftermath of Operation
Sindoor. Indian diplomats
would be wary of Trump
pulling what he did with Ar-
menia and Azerbijan re-
cently -- getting leaders of
two hostile countries to pose
for a photo op so that he can
claim to have solved yet an-
other conflict and further his

Nobel Peace Prize ambi-
tions. It's also worth noting
that relations between India
and the US, which soured
after President Trump im-
posed 50 per cent tariffs on
India as punishment for
continuing Russian oil pur-
chases despite repeated
warnings, have just started
warming up. India has
urged the US to lift the
levies, arguing that afford-
able energy is crucial for its
1.4 billion citizens and the
impasse remains despite re-
cent talks between the two
sides. After Trump imposed
the tariffs, PM Modi report-
edly refused to take calls
from the US President at
least four times. But on his
75th birthday last month,
the Prime Minister finally
spoke with the President
when he called to offer his
wishes. In recent days, the
two leaders have engaged
several times, including
when PM Modi welcomed
Trump's 20-point peace deal
to end the war in Gaza. On
October 9, the Prime Minis-
ter again dialled Trump, con-
gratulating him on the
success of the peace plan,
while also reviewing the
"good progress" in bilateral
trade negotiations. Despite
the renewed bonhomie,
Trump has again repeated
his claims of ending the
India-Pakistan conflict. 

From PG 1
chains has led many nations to rethink their external de-
pendencies and give higher importance to supply chain re-
silience over cost efficiency. "Strategic autonomy is now a top
priority. This transformation is also evident in the growing
influence of regional trade agreements, which reflect a shift
towards more fragmented yet practical trade alliances. The
year 2025, in a nutshell, is a pivotal year in terms of global
economic trajectory. Guided by a decade of structural re-
forms and strategic global positioning under the vision of
"aatmanirbhar" Bharat, the nation has successfully weath-
ered multiple global headwinds, Das added. "India is a sig-
natory to 14 free trade agreements (FTAs) and six
preferential trade agreements (PTAs), with the UK, Australia,
and the UAE being the recent additions among FTAs," he
added. Das said members of the European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTA), including Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
Switzerland, and India, have signed a comprehensive Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreement in March 2024. "At
present, India is in free trade agreement negotiations with
the US, the EU, Peru, Oman, and New Zealand, among sev-
eral others. The underlying priority of our trade negotiations
is to secure fair and balanced agreements in the best interest
of our nation and people," he added.

Amid a changing global trade, it is important to focus on
the robust fundamentals that strengthen the Indian economy
and the structural reforms that have strengthened these fun-
damentals. "These factors have enabled India to navigate
through the tumultuous world order," he said.

From PG 1
the private medical college.
Meanwhile, two of the five
arrested accused were on
Tuesday morning taken to
their respective residences
also, primarily to find evi-
dence linked to the crime
which they may have con-
cealed, he said. During the
search, police seized a few
clothes from the duo's
homes, which were allegedly
worn by them during the
crime, the officer said. Ear-
lier, the clothes of the other
three arrested accused were
seized from their possessions
as a part of the investigation,
he said. "These clothes will
be sent for forensic examina-
tion. The results will help in
our investigation," he said,
adding that the background
of the five arrested accused
was also checked to find out
whether they were involved
in some other crime in the
past. The mobile phones
seized from the possession of
the five arrested accused
were also sent for the tests,
he said, adding that the po-
lice were also questioning
fellow students of the  sur-
vivor as part of their
probe.Later in the day, the
five arrested accused were
taken for medical examina-
tion, he said. Among the five
arrested accused, one is a
former security guard of the
private medical college,
while another is currently
working with another hospi-
tal, the police officer said. 

JBG Kolkata Marathon 2025 
Unveils Official T-shirt and Fin-
isher’s Medal in Grand Ceremony

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The official participants’ T-
shirt and Finisher’s Medal of
the JBG Kolkata Marathon
2025 were unveiled by
Sportiz in a grand ceremony
on Tuesday. 

The event featured
MilindSoman, model, actor,
endurance athlete and fit-
ness icon, along with Anki-
taKonwar, fitness influencer
and Ironman finisher, as
event ambassadors. Gaurav
Jajodia, Director, Jai Balaji
Group, and NishantMahesh-

wari, CEO and Founder,
Sportiz, were also present.
The unveiling marked a sig-
nificant step towards the
marathon’s 10th edition, cel-
ebrating themes of move-
ment, legacy and Kolkata’s
enduring bond with its run-
ners. “Unveiling the T-shirt
and Medal today is our way
of thanking all past, present
and future runners. This
milestone edition is not just
about crossing the finish line
but leaving a mark — in yel-
low, in gold, in every foot-
print on Red Road,” said
NishantMaheshwari, CEO,
Sportiz. “These T-shirts and
Medals carry the stories, as-
pirations and pride of every
runner. As title sponsors, Jai
Balaji Group remains com-
mitted to promoting health,
unity and community
through sport,” added Gau-
rav Jajodia, Director, Jai Bal-
aji Group.

The participants’ T-shirt,
designed around the theme
“Leaving a Footprint. Inspir-
ing a Movement,” features a
bold shoe sole print with the
event name JBG Kolkata
Marathon 2025. Manufac-
tured by Athems, it is crafted
from lightweight, quick-dry,
anti-odour, UV-protected fab-
ric. The bright yellow colour
symbolises optimism, energy
and high visibility for runner
safety. All participants will
receive their T-shirts during
the Bib Expo on 28th and
29th November 2025. The
Finisher’s Medal, themed “A
Decade of Glory. A New
Chapter at the Maidan,” fea-
tures the Victoria Memorial
silhouette, symbolising
Kolkata’s cultural pride. 

Fitness goals, couple
goals!  Milind Soman and
Ankita Konwar gearing
up in Official Participants’
T-shirts ahead of the JBC
Kolkata Marathon 2025
press conference in
Kolkata on Tuesday.

Cricket Association of Bengal Coach (L) Laxmi Ratan Sukhla, Akash Deep and (R) Md. Shami during the Practice session at Eden Garden in Kolkata  on Tuesday.

From PG 1
term. China retaliates with
10 per cent duties on Amer-
ican products. The new 100
per cent levy could effec-
tively halt most bilateral
trade, a move economists
fear could push the global
economy toward another
slowdown. Trump’s latest
move comes after China
tightened export controls on
rare earth elements, vital to
industries from renewable
energy to defence, by re-
quiring special permits for
their export and restricting
shipments of technologies
used in mining and refining.
Trump accused Beijing of
“holding the world captive”
by weaponising its domi-
nance over the rare earth
supply chain, saying, “China
is becoming very hostile.”

According to experts,
the restrictions deepen the
supply chain crisis for the
US and its allies. The data
from the Centre for Strategic
and International Studies
shows China currently con-
trols nearly 70 per cent of
global rare earth mining
and over 90 per cent of
magnet production. The
tensions have also cast
doubt over the upcoming
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC) summit later
this month, where Trump
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping were expected to
meet for the first time since
Trump’s return to office in
January this year. “I was to
meet President Xi in two
weeks, at APEC in South
Korea, but now there seems
to be no reason to do so,”
Trump said in his post. 

Kolkata Police Gears Up for Kali Puja: Strict
Noise, Traffic and Safety Measures in Place

MI News Service, Kolkata: With
Durga Puja celebrations now over,
the city is gearing up for the next big
festival—Kali Puja. The festive spirit
has already taken over the streets of
Kolkata, and to ensure that the up-
coming celebrations pass off
smoothly, the city police have initi-
ated elaborate preparations. From
curbing noise pollution to regulating
traffic, Lalbazar has gone into high
alert to ensure an incident-free festi-
val season. On October 15, Kolkata
Police Commissioner Manoj Verma
will chair a high-level meeting at Ali-
pore’sDhonoDhanyo Auditorium. The
meeting will be attended by two rep-
resentatives from each of the city’s
major Kali Puja committees, along
with officials from the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation, the Fire Depart-

ment, CESC, and the West Bengal
Pollution Control Board. The meeting
aims to outline strict guidelines re-
garding the use of loudspeakers, per-
missible decibel limits, and idol
immersion protocols. The Calcutta
High Court has already set the noise
limit at 90 decibels for Diwali night,
and the police are determined to en-
force this order strictly. Senior police
officials have warned that the use of
banned firecrackers or violation of
sound regulations will invite immedi-
ate legal action. “No compromise will
be tolerated on the issue of noise pol-
lution,” a police source said.

Commissioner Manoj Verma has
also made it clear that vigilance will
be tighter than in previous years. All
police stations have been instructed
to intensify night patrols and coordi-

nate with local puja committees. In
addition to enforcing sound norms,
managing large crowds during the
festival will be a top priority. To han-
dle the massive turnout expected
during Kali Puja, extra police person-
nel, mobile patrol vans, and drones
will be deployed across key areas of
the city. Control room teams will in-
tervene promptly in case of any over-
crowding or disturbance. A senior
police officer emphasized that while
festivals are meant for joy and cele-
bration, the primary goal is to pre-
vent any untoward incidents. Kali
Puja will be observed on October 20,
and during the October 15 coordina-
tion meeting, police will issue final in-
structions to all puja organizers
regarding safety responsibilities and
compliance protocols.

Girls from The Refugee Orphanage collect funds for flood-affected people of North
Bengal at Dharamtala in Kolkata.

Kolkata Police 
to Deploy 50 
Advanced Breath
Analysers to Com-
bat Drunk Driving
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a major step to curb
drunk driving and reduce
road accidents, Kolkata Po-
lice is set to acquire 50
state-of-the-art breath
analysers, which will be dis-
tributed among 26 traffic
guards across the city. The
devices, equipped with their
own memory system, are
designed to accurately de-
tect alcohol levels in drivers
and maintain comprehen-
sive records. The festive
season in West Bengal,
which starts with Durga
Puja and continues through
Kali Puja, Diwali, Christ-
mas, and New Year, often
sees a surge in drunk driv-
ing incidents. Many drivers
returning home from bars,
clubs, and parties at night
are at risk of causing fatal
accidents. With the intro-
duction of these modern
breath analysers, police aim
to ensure safer roads during
these high-risk periods.
Each device will record im-
portant details such as the
vehicle number, the officer
conducting the test, and
other relevant information.
A data protection system
with a password lock will
safeguard against tamper-
ing, making it easier for au-
thorities to track and
penalise drunk drivers. The
total expenditure for ac-
quiring the 50 analysers is
reported to exceed Rs 22
lakh. Unlike older models,
these upgraded analysers
are lightweight, weighing
no more than 300 grams,
and feature advanced sen-
sors capable of detecting al-
cohol even if the driver
attempts to blow from a
distance. The devices de-
liver results within ten sec-
onds, which are displayed
on a 3.2-inch LCD touch-
screen. This ensures that
even drivers attempting
evasive tactics cannot by-
pass the test. Once the
monsoon festival season
ends, the police anticipate
continued celebrations
across the state, including
Kolkata, where drunk driv-
ing incidents tend to rise. 

Darjeeling’s Famous Oranges Devastated 
Massive Crop Loss Reported Across Hills

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Known globally for its tea
and its world-famous or-
anges, the “Queen of Hills”
has been left battered by
heavy overnight rain and
massive landslides. The
calamity has caused wide-
spread destruction of Dar-
jeeling’s prized orange
orchards, bringing despair
to farmers just weeks be-
fore harvest season. For
tourists, the orange or-
chards of Darjeeling are as
captivating as the Toy Train
or Tiger Hill. The sight of
endless rows of orange
trees, laden with fruit, is
one of the region’s biggest
attractions. However, this
year, nature’s fury has left
the orchards devastated. In
several areas, orange
groves have been swept
away into deep gorges; in

others, trees have been up-
rooted or buried under
landslides. Farmers, who
were expecting a rich har-
vest within a month, now
stare at ruin.

The state’s Agriculture
and Horticulture Depart-
ments, along with the
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration (GTA), have al-
ready stepped in to assess
the situation. Officials are
working with farmers to
provide relief and suggest
alternative crops such as
maize and vegetables to
minimize losses. According
to preliminary reports,
nearly 450 hectares of or-
ange orchards have been
destroyed. Mirik — also
known as the “Orange City”
— has suffered the most se-
vere damage. Satishra-
jPokhrel, GTA member in

charge of land and agricul-
ture, said, “Many orange
orchards have been wiped
out due to the landslides.
The Horticulture Depart-
ment is preparing an as-
sessment report. We stand
firmly beside the farmers.”
Darjeeling’s Deputy Direc-
tor of Horticulture, Prabhas
Mandal, confirmed that
damages have occurred not
only in Mirik but also in
parts of Kurseong, Pul-
bazar, Sukhiapokhri, and
Rangli-Rangliot. A detailed
report will soon be sent to
the state government.
Farmers like NishaTamang
and RamratanTamang ex-
pressed deep anguish, say-
ing they had worked
tirelessly all year only to see
their orchards destroyed
days before harvest. “Not a
single tree survived,” said
Ramratan, as he pointed to
the mud-buried remains of
his plantation.

Darjeeling produces
both traditional and man-
darin varieties of oranges.
Once spanning 4,150
hectares and yielding
nearly 52 metric tonnes an-
nually, production had al-
ready fallen to 29 metric
tonnes over the past two
decades due to climate
change. This latest disaster
has dealt a further crippling
blow — raising fears that
Bengal’s winter markets
may not see Darjeeling or-
anges at all this season.

Durgapur Gang-Rape
Case Reaches CalHC,
College Moves Plea,
CBI Probe Sought
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The shocking Durgapur
gang-rape case has now
reached the doors of the Cal-
cutta High Court. Justice
ShampaDutt Pal on Tuesday
granted permission for a pe-
tition to be filed in connection
with the case. The hearing is
”ikely to take place on Octo-
ber 16. Sources said that the
authorities of the private
medical college in Durgapur
have filed the case opposing
the ongoing student agitation
on the campus following the
incident. Meanwhile, the BJP
is also preparing to submit a
separate plea demanding a
CBI probe, citing lack of faith
in the state police investiga-
tion. On the investigation
front, police on Tuesday
recreated the crime scene
with the arrested accused.
The female student’s class-
mate, who has been detained
for questioning, was also re-
portedly confronted with the
accused during interroga-
tion. The horrifying incident
took place on Friday, October
10, in Durgapur’s Paranganj
area. The victim, a second-
year medical student from
Odisha studying at a private
medical college, had stepped
out of the campus around 8
p.m. with a friend to buy food
when she was allegedly ab-
ducted and gang-raped in a
nearby forested area of
Paranganj. 

Monsoon Bids Farewell
Early, Winter Slowly
Creeps into Bengal
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Unlike previous years, this
monsoon season has been
relatively generous with
rainfall, but it now appears
that Barsha (monsoon) is
gradually wrapping up
across Bengal. 

While scattered showers
may still occur in a few local
areas, the likelihood of
heavy rains is extremely low.
With the retreat of the mon-
soon, winter is slowly begin-
ning to make its presence
felt. Early morning and late
evening chills are being no-
ticed in some areas, hinting
at the gradual arrival of
cooler weather. Meteorolo-
gists are now closely moni-
toring the onset of northerly
winds, which will bring a
significant drop in tempera-
tures across the state.

According to the Alipore
Weather Office, the monsoon
is expected to completely
withdraw from Bengal
within the next four days.
Following its departure,
northerly winds will begin
sweeping through southern
districts, progressively in-
tensifying as the days go by.
This transition will mark the
end of humid and sultry con-
ditions, gradually replacing
them with dry and cooler
weather. 

Currently, daytime
warmth still persists, but
weather experts predict that
within the next four to five
days, this mild heat will dis-
appear. As the northerly air
sets in, the state will witness
reduced humidity, clear
skies, and an overall in-
crease in the feeling of cold. 
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Miscellaneous
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15 October 2025

Name Change
I, Dhruba Jyoti Mitra, s/o.- Paresh
Mitra (Old Name), r/o- Vill.- Nandur,
P.O.- Joteram, P.S.- Burdwan Sadar,
Dist.- Purba Bardhaman-713101, de-
clare that shall henceforth be known
as Paresh Nath Mitra (New Name) in
the Court of  Executive Magistrate,
Purba Bardhaman vide Affidavit No.
39,791, Dtd. 18.10.2025, Paresh
Mitra (Old Name) & Paresh Nath Mitra
(New Name) both are the same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Samir Singh (Old Name) S/o Late Satyen-
dra Nath Singha Residing at 295, K.G.R
Path Binod Nagar, Kancharapara (M), P.o
- Kancharapara, P.s - Bizpur, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743145 West
Bengal, India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Samir
Kumar Singha (New Name) as declared
before the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) at Barrackpore vide affidavit Dated
23-09-2025. Samir Singh  (Old Name) and
Samir Kumar Singha (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SEKH HALIM ALI (old name) S/o
SEKH MOMJED ALI, resident of VILL-
PALTABERIA, PO- JHUMJHUMI,
HOWRAH PIN-711301, POLICE STA-
TION - SHYAMPUR, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SK HALIM ALI
(new name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 14/10/2025. SK HALIM ALI (new
name) and SEKH HALIM ALI (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abdur Rouf Mina (old name) S/o Eba-
dat Mine, residing at Vill- Jiran Gacha,
P.O.- Hatisala, P.S.- Polerhat, Kolkata-
700135, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Abdur Rauf Mine (new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
24/09/2025. Abdur Rauf Mine (new
name) and Abdur Rouf Mina (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manohara (old name) W/O Karanam
Punnaiah, residing at 2-24/2,
Kothapeta Cherukupalli, Dist.- Guntur,
Ap-522309, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Karanam Manohara (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
14/10/2025. Karanam Manohara (new
name) and Manohara (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Punnaiah (old name) S/O Late
Kanakaiah, residing at 2-24/2,
Kothapeta Cherukupalli, Dist.- Guntur,
Ap-522309, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Karanam Punnaiah (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
14/10/2025. Karanam Punnaiah (new
name) and Punnaiah (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Riya Mondal Karmakar (old name)
W/O Prokash Mondal, residing at Vill-
Kharia, P.O.- Kharia Moynapur, P.S.-
Uluberia, Dist.- Howrah, Pin- 711316,
W.B, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as Riya
Mondal (new name), as declared be-
fore the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) at Uluberia, vide an affidavit
4577, dated 15/09/2025. Riya Mondal
(new name) and Riya Mondal Kar-
makar (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nurer Saffa, Sk Nuresh Safa, Sk
Nurer Safa (old names) S/o Late Sk Ko-
rban, resident of Majher Para, Bangi-
hati, Simla, Serampore, Hooghly, Pin-
712203, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Sk Nurar Saffa (new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 14/10/2025. Sk Nurar Saffa (new
name) and Nurer Saffa, Sk Nuresh
Safa, Sk Nurer Safa (old names) all are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashok Sarkar (old name) S/o Late
Manindra Sarkar, resident of Ward
10, Manmatha Nagar, Monoharpur,
Dankuni, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin-
712311, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ashoke Sarkar
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 14/10/2025. Ashoke
Sarkar (new name) and Ashok
Sarkar (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, ALKEJ GAZI (old name) S/o
CHURA GAZI, resident of VILL-BHA-
BANIPUR,PS-HASNABAD,NORTH
24 PGS- 743456, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as ALKES
GAZI (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 13/10/2025.
ALKES GAZI (new name) and ALKEJ
GAZI (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Daya Dutta (Old Name), W/O Malay
Dutta, Residing At 13e, Bikramgarh,
Po- Jadavpur, Kolkata - 700032,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Urmimala Dutta (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit No 42178
Sworn Before The Ld 1st Class Judi-
cial Magistrate At Alipore On
25/09/2025. Daya Dutta And Urmi-
mala Dutta Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Earsad Sardar (old name) S/o
Kached Sardar, resident of PURBA
BHABANIPUR MORIGACHI,SOUTH
24 PGS-743368, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as ERSAD
SARDAR (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 13/10/2025.
ERSAD SARDAR (new name) and
Earsad Sardar (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ainur (old name) S/o Narulya Man-
dal, resident of Vill & P.O.- Bara
Bankra, P.S.- Swarupnagar, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743427, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Ainur Haque Mandal (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Ainur Haque Mandal
(new name) and Ainur (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ambat Sardar (Old Name), Son Of
Kashem  Sardar, Residing At Ra-
japur,Rampur, Bhatpara,Gaighata,
North24parganas- 743249,West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Ambat
Ali Sardar (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 19/09/2025. Ambat Sar-
dar And Ambat Ali Sardar Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Suraiya Laskar (old name) W/o
Sorabuddin Laskar, resident of V-171,
Karbala Road, P.O.- Bartala, P.S.- Ra-
jabagan, Pin- 700018, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Suraya Bibi
(new name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 13/10/2025. Suraya Bibi (new
name) and Suraiya Laskar (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nasir Hossain Halder, resident of T-4,
S.A. Farooque Road, P.O.- Bartala, P.S.-
Nadial, Kolkata- 700018, West Bengal,
India, have changed my son name Mo-
hammad Faizan Halder (old name ) to
and he shall henceforth be known as Md
Faizan Halder (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 14/10/2025. Md
Faizan Halder (new name) and Moham-
mad Faizan Halder (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Nasir Hossain Halder, resident of T-4,
S.A. Farooque Road, P.O.- Bartala, P.S.-
Nadial, Kolkata- 700018, West Bengal,
India, have changed my son name (
Mohammad Farham Halder (old name)
to and shall henceforth be known as
Md Farham Halder (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
14/10/2025. Md Farham Halder (new
name) and Mohammad Farham Halder
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Arani Gangopadhyay (old name) S/o
Tapan Kumar Ganguly, resident of
BE-106, Swagatam Sarani, Rabindra
Pally, Prafulla Kanan, North 24 Pgs -
700101, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Arani Ganguly
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 14/10/2025. Arani Gan-
guly (new name) and Arani
Gangopadhyay (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sulata Biswas (old name) W/O Pan-
chanan Biswas , residing at Natun-
para,Jetia, Barrackpore, Pin- 743135,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sulata Majumder Biswas (new
name), as declared before the notary
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 14/10/2025. Sulata Majumder
Biswas (new name) and Sulata Biswas
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, SK SAFIKUL ISLAM (old name) S/o SK
NOWSER ALI, resident of 94/1 YUSUF
SANFUI ROAD, BUDGE BUDGE,
SOUTH 24 PGS-700138, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SK SOFIKUL
ISLAM (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 14/10/2025. SK SOFIKUL
ISLAM (new name) and SK SAFIKUL
ISLAM (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, ABDULLA LASKAR (old name) S/o
SAFIUDDIN LASKAR, resident of VILL-
DIHI KALAS, PO-KALASH MAGRAHAT,
SOUTH 24 PGS- 743609, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as ABDULLAH
LASKAR (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 14/10/2025. ABDUL-
LAH LASKAR (new name) and AB-
DULLA LASKAR (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SAFIUDHIN (old name) S/o
RAICHUDDIN, resident of VILL- DIHI
KALAS, PO-KALASH MAGRAHAT,
SOUTH 24 PGS- 743609, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as SAFIUD-
DIN LASKAR  (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 14/10/2025.
SAFIUDDIN LASKAR  (new name) and
SAFIUDHIN (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, RITUPARNA MONDAL MANNA (old
name) D/o KARTICK CHANDRA MON-
DAL, resident of VILL & PO.-CHAI-
TANYAPUR SUTAHATA PS.EAST
MEDINIPUR, and WEST BENGAL
721645, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as RITUPARNA MONDAL
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 14/10/2025. RITUPARNA
MONDAL (new name) and RITUPARNA
MONDAL MANNA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Ansar (old name) S/o Sekh Lutfar,
resident of Vill & P.O.- Joypur, P.S.-
Joypur, Dist.- Howrah, Pin- 711401,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sk Ansar Ali (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Sk Ansar Ali (new name)
and Sk Ansar (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipen Kamal Kumar Hindocha (old
name) S/o Kamal Hindocha, resident
of 9-B, Jogesh Mitra Road, Bhowa-
nipur, Kolkata- 700025, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Dipen
Hindocha (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 13/10/2025. Dipen
Hindocha (new name) and Dipen
Kamal Kumar Hindocha (old name)
both are same and one identical per-
son. That henceforth, I shall be known
and recognized as Dipen Hindocha for
all official and legal purposes.

Name Change
I,  Sahlam Molla (Old Name) S/o Iyad Ali
Molla Residing at Vill - Kastekumari, P.o -
Paschim Chamni, P.s - Bishnupur, District
- South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743503 West
Bengal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as Saha-
lam Molla (New Name) as declared before
the Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 14-10-2025. Sahlam Molla  (Old
Name) and Sahalam Molla (New Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Samir Majumder (Old Name) S/o Late
Jashoda Jiban Majumder  Residing at
Shantipally, Maheshtala (M), P.o -
Batanagar, P.s - Maheshtala, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 700140 West
Bengal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as Samir
Kumar Majumder (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 14-10-2025. Samir
Majumder  (Old Name) and Samir
Kumar Majumder (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rafikul Goldar  (old name) S/o Ashraf
Ali Goldar, resident of Mondal para,
Barunipunji, Deganga, north 24 parganas
wb - 743423, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Rafikul Islam Goldar   (new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Rafikul Islam Goldar (new
name) and Rafikul Goldar  (old name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shadaf Faisal (old name) D/o Md
Faisal, resident of 9E/1B Topsia 2nd
lane, P.S - Tiljala Kolkata -700039,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sadaf Faisal (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
13/10/2025. Sadaf Faisal (new name)
and Shadaf Faisal (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Aslam Khan S/o Late Sahad Ali
Khan, resident of Vill & P.O.- Sarada,
P.S.- Amta, Howrah- 711413, West
Bengal, India, I have changed my fa-
ther name Sahad Ali Khan  (father old
name) to (he shall henceforth be
known as) Sahad Khan (father new
name), as declared Before The Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 13/10/2025. Sahad Khan and
Sahad Ali Khan both are same and one
identical person (myfather).

Name Change
I, Md Abul Kalam & Md Abul Kalam
Molla,Son Of Ajgar Ali Molla, Residing
At South Bamunia, Po- B Chaltaberia,
Ps- Kashipur, South24parganas-
743502, West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Abulkalam Moolla(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 13/10/2025.Md
Abul Kalam & Md Abul Kalam Molla
And Abulkalam Moolla All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Salil Raja (Old Name) S/O  Late
Hamid Mohammad And Md Hamid
Residing At  Dalurbandh Colliery 4 No.,
Ps-Pandaveshwar, Dist-Paschim Burd-
wan, In-713346. West Bengal, India.
Have Changed My  Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As  Md Salil
Raju (New Name) As Declared Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
14/10/2025.Md Salil Raja (Old Name)
And Md Salil Raju(New Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Arup Ghorai (Old Name) S/O Late Kr-
ishna Prasad Ghorai, Residing At Vill-
Kanchanpur Jalpai, Po-Keshabpur
Jalpai, Ps-Mahishadal, Dist-Purba Me-
dinipur, Pin-721628, West Bengal,
India.Have Changed My  Name And
Shall Henceforth Be  Known As  Arup
Kumar Ghorai (New Name) As De-
clared Before The 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate At Haldia On 03/12/20015.
Arup Ghorai (Old Name) And Arup
Kumar Ghorai(New Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I MD IRFAN son of MD SHAMSHER ALI
residing at 12/2 EGP Road, PO: Kanki-
nara, PS: Bhatpara, Dist: North 24 par-
ganas Pin: 743126 do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that my father's ac-
tual name is MD SHAMSHER ALI
which is recorded in his Aadhaar card
being no. 7072  9849 4272 and my
mother's actual name  FATMA
KHATUN which her Aadhaar card
being no .3118 1477 5457. By an affi-
davit in the Court of Ld. Judicial Mag-
istrate, 1st Class, Barrack pore on
16.09.2025 that SHAMSHER ALI and
MD SHAMSHER ALI & FATMA KHA-
TOON and FATMA KHATUN is the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I Amrit Basfore, R/O- Ward No.-8 P.O-
Simhat, P.S Haringhata, Dist- Nadia(WB),
741249 In my daughter's name
Prarthana Basfore is mistakenly printed
in her adhaar card, instead of Kumari
Prarthana Basfore will be. In the Affidavit
of Ld. A.C.J.M-II (1st class) kalyani Court
dated 13.10.25.I declare that  Prarthana
Basfore and Kumari Prarthana Basfore
are the same person as her Birth certifi-
cate and matriculation certificate as the
daughter of Amrit Basfore.

Name Change
I, Harjeet Kaur (old name) W/o. Balbinder
Singh, R/o. Nandibagan, Sahaganj, Chin-
surah, Hooghly-712104, W.B., have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Harjit Kaur (new name) vide
an affidavit no. 9841 sworn before Judi-
cial Magistrate, Chinsurah, Hooghly Court
on 14/10/2025. Harjeet Kaur & Harjit
Kaur W/o. Balbinder Singh both are the
same & one identical person.

Name Change
I Sk. Alluddin (old name) S/o. Late Habil
Sekh, R/o. Baneswarpur, Balagarh,
Hooghly-712515, W.B., have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk. Alauddin (new name)
vide an affidavit no. 242 sworn before
Notary Public, Chinsurah, Hooghly
Court on 13/10/2025. Sk. Alluddin & Sk.
Alauddin S/o. Late Habil Sekh both are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Sumsuddin Fokir alias Md Sam-
suddin Fakir (Old Name) S/o Makar
Fakir Residing at Vill+P.o - Gokarnee,
P.s - Magrahat, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 743601 West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sam-
suddin Fakir (New Name) as declared
before the Ld. Executive Magistrate at
Dimond Harbour vide affidavit  Dated
28-11-2013. Md Sumsuddin Fokir,
Md Samsuddin Fakir  (Old Name) and
Samsuddin Fakir (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Nadim Hossain Purkait
(old name) S/o Emdadul Haque
Purkait, resident of BARA CHUNFULI,
DAKSHIN JAGADISHPUR, SOUTH 24
PARGANAS, PIN- 743399, P.S.- DHO-
LAHAT, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Nadim Hossain
Purkait (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 14/10/2025.
Md Nadim Hossain Purkait (new
name) and Mohammad Nadim Hos-
sain Purkait (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Gobinda Chandra Majumder S/o.
Late Anil Chandra Majumder, R/o. 248,
Shibtala Street, Bhadrakali, Uttarpara,
Hooghly-712232 declared that in my
daughter’s (Sayani Majumder) Mad-
hyamik WBBSE Admit Card vide Roll
G1812 No. 0208, Registration No.
G1082042-098, where erroneously my
name has been recorded as Gobinda
Majumder instead of my original name
Gobinda Chandra Majumder. I, Gob-
inda Chandra Majumder & Gobinda
Majumder S/o. Late Anil Chandra Ma-
jumder both are the same & one iden-
tical person vide an affidavit no. 11656
sworn before Judicial Magistrate, Ser-
ampore, Hooghly Court on 09/10/2025.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Due to track maintenance
work on Down line in
Jangipur Road – Azimganj
section, 7 days block 
has been planned on
15.10.2025, 18.10.2025,
20.10.2025, 22.10.2025,
25.10.2025, 27.10.2025
and 29.10.2025. Conse-
quently, 53434 Barharwa –
Azimganj Passenger will be
rescheduled by 120 min-
utes and 63422 Sahibganj
– Azimganj MEMU Passen-
ger will be controlled 
for 30 minutes enroute on
the above-mentioned
blocked days.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing
Swachhata Pakhwada Cam-
paign and Special Cam-
paign 5.0, Eastern Railway’s
Kanchrapara Workshop or-
ganised a “Swachh Compe-
tition” on 14th October
2025 aimed to promote
cleanliness and hygiene
awareness among staff and
students. Various cleanli-
ness-focused activities were
conducted to encourage
participants to actively con-
tribute towards maintaining
a clean and healthy work
environment. This initiative
underlined the importance

of collective responsibility in
ensuring sanitation and fos-
tering a culture of cleanli-
ness within the railway
community.The programme
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation, reflecting the
strong commitment of
Kanchrapara Workshop to-
wards the vision of a
Swachh Bharat.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing
Swachhata Pakhwada 2025,
the Howrah Division of East-
ern Railway conducted an
awareness campaign fo-
cused on the prohibition of
single-use plastic. The cam-
paign aimed to promote
cleanliness, hygiene, and
environmental responsibil-
ity among passengers, staff,
and vendors.

Various activities were
carried out across stations
to educate the public about
the harmful effects of sin-
gle-use plastic and to en-
courage the use of
sustainable alternatives.
Awareness was spread
through announcements,

posters, and interaction
with passengers.Today's
theme, "No to Single Use
Plastic," highlights Indian
Railways' commitment to a
cleaner and greener nation.

The Howrah Division con-
tinues to actively contribute
to the Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan through regular
cleanliness drives and com-
munity engagement.

Awareness Campaign on “No to Single Use
Plastic” under Swachhata Pakhwada 2025

Swachhata Pakhwada and Special  Campaign  
5.0 Observed at Kanchrapara Workshop

REGULATION OF TRAINS
IN MALDA DIVISION

MI News Service, Naihati:
Naihati is gearing up for
the grand arrival of Baro
Maa Kali, with just five
days remaining until the
much-anticipated festival.
Preparations are in full
swing on Arvind Road,
where a colossal idol of
Goddess Baro Maa Kali is
being meticulously crafted.
The statue, constructed
with a strong bamboo
frame and layered with
straw and clay, is steadily
taking shape under the
skilled hands of artisans,
energizing the local com-
munity with a festive fer-
vor.

The puja committee
has announced that the
Dandiya Palan festivities
will commence early Mon-
day morning and continue
until 6 pm, culminating
with the midnight Kali
Puja ritual. Devotees will
offer floral tributes at 2
am, followed by the distri-
bution of Bhog Prasad im-
mediately after the Anjali

ceremony. To manage the
expected throng, multiple
Prasad counters have been
strategically established
across Naihati, ensuring
convenient access for all
visitors.With large crowds
anticipated, the committee
has implemented compre-
hensive measures to safe-
guard devotees and
maintain smooth traffic
flow throughout the cele-
brations. The installation
of decorative lighting along
Arvind Road and adjacent
areas has already begun,
promising to illuminate the
city in vibrant
splendor.Baro Maa Kali
Puja in Naihati transcends
mere ritual; it embodies
the deep-seated devotion,
cultural heritage, and col-
lective spirit of the local
populace. This year, as in
years past, the city pre-
pares to honor tradition by
keeping the flames of faith
and festivity burning
brightly throughout the
night.

Naihati Lights Up for Baro Maa
Kali: Tradition Meets Devotion

MI News Service, Alipurduar: Ques-
tions are mounting over unchecked
construction activity along the fringes
of the Chilapata forest in Alipurduar
district, where illegal resorts and con-
crete structures continue to mush-
room, raising alarm about
environmental degradation and regu-
latory inaction.

Over a year ago, the Forest De-
partment had demolished a few unau-
thorized resorts in the region.
However, far from deterring further
encroachment, construction has not
only resumed but intensified. New es-
tablishments are now being built
under the guise of “tent houses”— a
label that appears to be used to by-
pass legal scrutiny. The area near the
Chilapata Range Office to Bania Basti,
a stretch of nearly 3–4 kilometers, has
seen a dramatic transformation. What
once was dense forestland now re-
sembles a burgeoning township, with
multi-storey buildings and large-scale
commercial structures operating
under the name of "home stays." In
reality, many of these are full-fledged
resorts equipped with modern ameni-
ties— including swimming pools—
constructed deep inside or adjacent to

forested zones. While Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had earlier in-
structed officials to take strict action
against illegal constructions in forest
areas, enforcement on the ground re-
mains minimal. Local governing bodie
— including panchayats and district-
level leadership— have largely re-
mained silent on the matter, despite
repeated complaints and visible en-
croachment. Former minister Gautam
Deb had previously raised the issue
with the state administration, which
led to a brief period of heightened vig-
ilance. However, that momentum
seems to have faded. Local political
representatives now admit that large
buildings are being erected under the
cover of home stays and have prom-
ised closer monitoring going forward.
Meanwhile, the rise in tourism to the
region, especially to nearby Jaldapara
National Park and the Chilapata For-

est, has only added to the pressure.
Tourists drawn by the promise of
wildlife sightings often prefer to stay
in accommodations located close to or
even inside forested areas — further
encouraging illegal development.
There have been reports of elephants
and deer wandering directly into re-
sort premises, blurring the lines be-
tween human settlement and natural
habitat. A local resort operator,
Shekhar, commented, “The govern-
ment must ensure that the ecological
balance of the forest is not disturbed.
Decisions about what should be al-
lowed must come from the authori-
ties.” He estimated that around 40
home stays and resorts currently op-
erate in the area, most of them small
in size— though many contradict that
claim based on on-ground evidence.
The lack of clarity on permissions, ab-
sence of visible enforcement, and con-
tinued silence from key stakeholders
have sparked concern among envi-
ronmentalists and locals alike. As con-
struction continues unchecked, the
question remains— who is granting
the green signal, and at what cost to
one of Bengal’s most ecologically sen-
sitive forest zones.

Alipurduar Concerns Rise Over Illegal Resort Construction Near Chilapata Forest

MI News Service, Delhi: In a chilling recurrence of violence against
women within academic institutions, a grim incident unfolded at Delhi’s
South Asian University, where a female student was forcibly assaulted
by four individuals on campus premises. The attack, which included
tearing of her clothes and an attempted gang rape, has sent shockwaves
through the university community and reignited widespread concerns
over campus safety. The incident occurred on Sunday afternoon as the
student was moving from the auditorium to the canteen when four as-
sailants accosted her. Among the accused, one has been identified as a
non-teaching university employee. Promptly after the assault, the vic-
tim’s friend reported the matter to the police, leading to the registration
of an FIR and the initiation of a formal investigation by Delhi Police. Au-
thorities are meticulously examining CCTV footage from across the uni-
versity to piece together the events. Amid growing unrest, students have
vocally demanded stringent punitive action against the perpetrators,
underscoring the urgent need for enhanced protective measures within
educational institutions. The university administration has yet to issue
an official statement regarding the incident but claims full cooperation
with law enforcement agencies investigating the case.

MI News Service, West Medinipur: In the heart of
Paschim Medinipur, the ancestral home of revolu-
tionary Khudiram Bose stands as a silent testament
to India’s fight for independence. Located in
Daspur, Ghatal, this historic house bears witness to
the turbulent struggles and sacrifices of one of the
nation’s earliest freedom fighters. The residence,
still occupied by the descendants of Khudiram
Bose’s sister Aparupa Roy and her family, retains
an aura thick with the scent of history and valor.

The House of Heritage and HeroismThis vener-
able structure served as a crucial refuge and influ-
ence in Khudiram Bose’s revolutionary journey. His
sister, Aparupa Devi, along with her husband Am-
ritlal Roy, played an instrumental role in nurturing
his patriotism and supporting his activism. It was
within these walls that Khudiram, a young boy im-
mersed in the anti-British movement, found famil-
ial encouragement and inspiration that propelled
his courageous acts against colonial rule.

Echoes of Revolution: Khudiram Bose’s
Historic Home Still Tells His Story

Delhi University Shock: Woman Student
Attacked, Staffer Among Accused
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Vigilance awareness 
seminar organised 

at Noapara car depot

Private bus enroute to Jodhpur 
from Jaisalmer catches fire, 
several casualties reported

Guntur Police hands over 
250 recovered mobile phones 
worth ₹50 lakh to their owners

Ashwini Vaishnaw Inaugurates Sonik 
Integrated Logistics Hub and Flags Off Two 

New Door-to-Door Freight and Parcel Services

Metro Railway conducting special campaign 5.0

Mahagathbandhan grappling with seat allocation, 
CPI(ML) announces 18 candidates for Bihar polls

MI News Service, New Delhi: 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union 
Minister for Railways, Infor-
mation & Broadcasting, and 
Electronics &Information 
Technology, virtually inau-
gurated the Sonik Integrated 
Logistics Hub and flagged off 
twonew Door-to-Door Freight 
and Parcel Services on Tues-
day.

The Union Minister said 
that door-to-door services 
are essential for the country, 
as they will enhanceefficien-
cy and significantly reduce 
logistics costs. He highlight-
ed that industries can now 
send a specificnumber of 
containers without the need 
to fill an entire rake to their 
destination. Shri Vaishnaw 
added thatthe logistical gap 
between factories and the 
loading/unloading points of 
trains will now be bridged 
byIndian Railways through 
comprehensive door-to-door 
services. He further said 
that goods sheds orlogistics 
terminals will be equipped 
with facilities for stuffing and 
de-stuffing containers, allow-
ingcustomers to fully benefit 
from the new service model.

The Union Minister men-
tioned that Sonik has become 
the first integrated logistics 
hub offering thisfacility. Un-
der the Gati Shakti Cargo 
Terminals initiative, 115 ter-
minals have been developed 

to providemultimodal ser-
vices, delivering substantial 
benefits to customers.

Starting with the Mumbai–
Kolkata corridor, more ser-
vices will soon be operational 
to ensure the smoothmove-
ment of goods and expand 
connectivity to more cities. 
The Minister added that an-
other experimenthas also 
proven successful—trans-
porting equipment such as 
tractors at affordable rates 
to benefit farmers.Just as car 
cargo is moved efficiently, 
similar transportation facili-
ties will now be extended for 
tractors andheavy construc-
tion equipment(JCB).

Shri Satish Kumar, Chair-
man & CEO, Railway Board 
emphasized that the door-to-
door delivery initiativerep-
resents a paradigm shift in 
rail-based logistics—where 
a consignee’s consignment is 
picked up directlyfrom the 

warehouse or factory and 
delivered to the final desti-
nation by Indian Railways. 
Aligned with thelogistics vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat, this ini-
tiative signifies the beginning 
of Indian Railways’ transfor-
mationfrom being a trans-
porter of goods to becoming 
a complete logistics service 
provider for freight custom-
ers.

It is noteworthy that Bhar-
tiya Rail (Indian Railways) 
is the world’s second largest 
freight carrier,transporting 
1.6 billion tonnes of goods 
annually. 

 Details of Logistics Hub/
Services:

1. Railway Goods Sheds 
as Integrated Logistics Hub 
(Sonik, Lucknow Division)

Strategic Location:
The terminal is situated 

approximately 50 km from 
Lucknow and 20 km from-
Kanpur, effectively bridging 

the capital city and a major 
industrial center.

Comprehensive Services:
It will cater to the bur-

geoning logistics needs of the 
Kanpur and Lucknowregions, 
offering end-to-end solutions 
including Door-to-Door logis-
tics to customers, distribution 
hubs forcargo, and inventory 
management services.

Operational Management:
Container Corporation 

of India Ltd. (CONCOR) will 
manage all terminaloper-
ations and provide crucial 
First & Last Mile connectiv-
ity, ensuring seamless cargo 
movement.

Cargo Profile:
The terminal is poised to 

handle a diverse range of 
commodities, including Fer-
tilizer,Food-grains, Cement, 
and Tractors.

Infrastructure:
The facility boasts state-

of-the-art infrastructure, 
including warehousing, 
Door-to-Doorservices, and 
essential amenities for both 
customers and laborers.

2. Assured Transit Con-
tainer Train Service (Delhi to 
Kolkata)

Objective & Route:
This premium service 

guarantees transit times, 
providing a reliable alterna-
tive toroad transport. The 
route connects Delhi – Agra 
– Kanpur – Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
As part of the ongoing Special 
Campaign 5.0, Metro Railway 
organised intensive cleaning 
drives at different Metro sta-
tions today. Commuters were 
also requested to extend their 
cooperation in maintaining 
cleanliness at Metro stations.

As part of this campaign, in-
tensive cleaning and sanitiza-
tion drives are being conduct-
ed at stations across all lines, 
inside Metro trains, tunnels, 
Carshed areas and other Metro 
establishments. Metro officers 
and staff are actively involved 
in these cleanliness efforts at 
various stations. A Poster Mak-
ing Competition on Swachhata 
was also organised at Joka Car 
Depot, in which Metro officers 
and staff participated in num-
bers. To create greater aware-
ness about the campaign, 
Nukkad Natak and Cultural Programme was presented at Joka Metro station today to 

sensitise staff about maintain-
ing hygiene and sanitation.

At the same time, commut-
ers are being sensitized and 
encouraged to contribute 
to keep the Metro premises 
clean and litter-free. They 
are also being requested 
through the Public Address 
System to co-operate to 
make this campaign success-
ful. Regular announcements 
are being made requesting 
commuters not to spit or lit-
ter inside the Metro prem-
ises. Offenders can easily 
be detected through CCTV 
surveillance and a fine of Rs. 
500 will be imposed on him/
her. Metro authorities are re-
questing everyone to use the 
dustbins placed at stations if 
required.

Let us all work together to 
keep our Metro system clean 
and commuter-friendly.

MI News Service, Patna: 
Even as Mahagathband-
han is still grappling with 
competing demands of its 
constituents and has not 
declared seat allocation, 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist) on Tues-
day announced a list of 18 
candidates for the upcoming 
Bihar assembly elections.

The list includes Madan 
Singh Chandravanshi from 
Tarari and Shivprakash 
Ranjan from Agiaon.

Other names in the list are 
Kayamuddin Ansari (Arrah), 
Ajit Kumar Singh alias Ajit 
Kushwaha (Dumraon), Arun 
Singh (Karakat), Mahan-
and Singh (Arwal), Rambali 
Singh Yadav (Ghosi), Sand-
eep Saurabh (Paliganj), Go-
pal Ravidas (Phulwari), and 
Divya Gautam (Digha).

The party has also fielded 
Satyadev Ram (Daraund-
ha), Amarjeet Kushwaha 
(Jiradei), Amarnath Yadav 
(Darauli), Jitendra Paswan 
(Bhore), Virendra Prasad 
Gupta (Sikta), Phoolbabu 
Singh (Warisanagar), Ranjit 
Ram (Kalyanpur), and Meh-

boob Alam (Balrampur).
The last day of filing nom-

inations for the first phase 
of assembly polls in Bihar is 
October 17.

CPI (ML) general secretary 
Dipankar Bhattacharya had 
called for declaration of seat 
distribution among Mahag-
athbandhan partners with 
only three days left for the 
last date of nomination for 
the first phase of Bihar polls.

Meetings are being held 
among Mahagathbandhan 
partners to reach a mutu-
ally acceptable formula for 
seat distribution. The Ma-
hagathbandhan comprises 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal, 
Congress, Mukesh Sahani's 
Vikasheel Insaan Party, 
and Left-Wing parties. Dis-
cussions have been held by 
Congress leadership with 
leaders of its Bihar unit.

Meetings were held at the 
residence of the Leader of 
the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, and 
the Congress Party Parlia-
mentary Chairperson, Sonia 
Gandhi on Monday.

The ruling NDA had de-

clared seat distribution 
among its constituents on 
Sunday. BJP and JD(U) will 
contest 101 seats each, the 
LJP (Ram Vilas) 29 seats 
and Rashtriya Lok Mor-
cha and Hindustani Awam 
Morcha (HAM) on six seats 
each.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
on Tuesday released its first 
list of 71 candidates for the 
Bihar assembly elections.

Bihar will go to the polls 
on November 6 and 11, and 
the results will be declared 
on November 14. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The 
Vigilance Department of Metro 
Railway organized a Vigilance 
Awareness Seminar today, i.e. 
on 14.10.2025, to promote 
transparency and efficiency in 
official functioning.

Officers and staff of the Elec-
trical and Store Departments 
participated in this seminar 
held at Noapara Car Depot.

MI News Service, Jaiselmer 
:  A private bus enroute to 
Jodhpur from Jaisalmer 
caught fire near the Thaiyat 
village on Tuesday afternoon, 
officials said.

According to Additional SP 

of Jaisalmer, Kailash Dhan, 
casualties have been report-
ed in the incident. Mean-
while, the injured have been 
rushed to the hospital. The 
rescue operations are under-
way.

"The moving bus burst 
into flames. Casualties 
have been reported. The 
injured have been rushed 
to the hospital. Rescue op-
eration continues," the offi-
cial said.

The private bus had 
departed from Jaisalmer 
for Jodhpur around 3 PM, 
as per its daily schedule. 
While en route near Thai-
yat village, smoke suddenly 
began rising from the rear 
part of the bus. Within mo-
ments, the fire engulfed the 
entire vehicle.

As soon as the news of 
the incident spread, near-
by villagers and passersby 
rushed to the spot and be-
gan rescue efforts. Local 
people informed the fire 
department and police. 
Burn-injured passengers 
are being taken to Jawahir 
Hospital in Jaisalmer. The 
cause of the fire is current-
ly unknown. 

BJP Rajasthan President 
Madan Rathore expressed 
condolences over the death 
of people in a bus acci-
dent in Jaisalmer, where 
a private bus travelling 
from Jaisalmer to Jodhpur 
caught fire.

Extending condolences 
to the families of those who 
lost their lives and those in-
jured in the tragic accident, 
Rathore said the incident is 
extremely painful and un-
bearable.

He said that the incident 
is not merely an accident 
but a calamity that has 
devastated many families. 
He prayed for the speedy 
recovery of the injured and 
said that he prays to God to 
grant peace to the departed 
souls.

He further added that 
Chief Minister Bhajanlal 
Sharma immediately di-
rected officials to expedite 
rescue and relief efforts 
and assured that the state 
government would provide 
all necessary assistance to 
the victims and their fam-
ilies.

MI News Service, Guntur :  
Guntur District Superinten-
dent of Police Vakul Jindal 
handed over 250 recovered 
stolen and lost mobile phones 
worth ₹50 lakh to the victims 
at the District Police Office 
Conference Hall on Tuesday.

"In many instances, people 
face serious problems when 
their mobile phones are lost 
or stolen, as they may contain 
personal, banking, and other 
confidential information that 
offenders can misuse. Victims 
have been filing complaints in 
such cases with the police," 
SP Vakul Jindal told reporters.

"Based on these com-
plaints, our police teams are 
using advanced technical tools 
to trace and recover the lost 
mobile phones. We are hand-
ing them back to the rightful 
owners completely free of 
cost, which has brought great 
satisfaction and happiness to 
the victims," he added.

The police officer said that 
anyone who loses or has their 
mobile phone stolen should 
immediately contact the Po-
lice Helpline at 8688831574 
or register a complaint on the 
CEIR website.

"Nowadays, cybercriminals 
use mobile phones to deceive 
people -- by creating fear, 
offering fake job or business 
opportunities, or promising 
large sums of money -- and 
then stealing money from 
their bank accounts. There-
fore, people must stay alert 
and aware of such cyber 
frauds. Do not panic if you 
receive such fraudulent calls 
-- block those numbers imme-
diately and report the matter 
to the nearest police station or 
call the National Cybercrime 
Helpline 1930 to stay safe," 

the SP advised.
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"Megashop" a favourite shopping destina-
tion in the value fashion segment
announced the launch of its new store in
"Rajdhanwar", Jharkhand. "Megashop" is
a complete family fashion store which
brings trendy and fashionable merchan-
dise to every category of people, at reason-
able prices by eliminating the middleman
between manufacturers and customers.
The new store in Rajdhanwar is located at
ShriJagdishModi Complex, Main Road,
Near Bank of India, Rajdhanwar
Jharkhand. The store is spread over 8000
sq.ft. area.

Announcing the launch,
MrHemantAgarwal, CMD of "Megashop"
said," It is a very happy and proud moment
for us to open our store in Rajdhanwar,
Jharkhand. Looking at the overwhelming
response of our other stores in Jharkhand,
we thought of providing the same shopping
experience to the residents of Rajdhanwar.
It has been our attempt to provide our cus-
tomers the superior merchandise, service
and the overall international shopping
experience. This new store in Rajdhanwar
is a significant achievement for us. As a
special launch offer, we are providing our
customers free gifts on every purchase.
Our new store is showcasing a collection of

the finest quality merchandise at unbeliev-
ably pocket friendly prices."

The new showroom has been spread
over large area with spacious interiors.
The new store offers a vibrant trendy line
for the youth which includes shirts, T-
shirts,  pants, jeans, track suits, sherwanis,
kurtapyjama, suits for men and fancy tops,
kurties, jeans, wedding sarees, wedding
designer suits, leggings, pyjamas, harem
pants for women. There is large variety of
dresses for your young ones too. The range
offers funky, stylish, and incredibly com-
fortable garments that are a must in every
teenagers and young adult's wardrobe.
Created while keeping current internation-
al trends in mind, the collection is trendy,
fashionable and is available at unbeliev-
ably low prices.

Customers can make their shopping
fun with launch offers at "Megashop."On
every purchase you can avail assured
gifts. One the shopping of Rs 999 one will
get a double bed sheet with two pillow
covers worth Rs 999 just at Rs 129 or a
electric kettle worth Rs 1999 just at Rs
199. On the purchase of Rs 2999 one will
get a mixer grinder worth Rs 4999 at Rs
599. There are many more surprising
launch offers at the store.

Mumbai : Fable Fintech, a
leading provider of cross-bor-
der payment solutions for
financial institutions, today
announced the launch of
ConnectX, a middle-ware
platform built for exchange
houses for enabling a smooth
transition from legacy tech-
nology to modern digital oper-
ations. ConnectX will help
exchange houses control their
tech stack, deliver seamless
omnichannel experiences,
integrate faster, and open new
corridors without disrupting
existing operations.

The company launched its
product at the Global Fintech
Festival 2025 held in Mumbai
on October 8.

The company introduced
the new platform to address
critical challenges rooted in
legacy technology. Many
exchange houses are fre-
quently hampered by rigid
and monolithic core systems,
while limited APIs make it dif-
ficult to launch new services
or corridors. These technolog-
ical constraints lead to high
costs and significant delays in
scaling, all while the business
must navigate frequent regu-
latory changes. These issues
combine to erode control over
their tech stack, stifle innova-
tion, and leave them vulnera-
ble to faster-moving competi-

tors.
Rather than replacing

entire systems, ConnectX acts
as a unifying layer across
compliance, disbursement,
accounting, core, and digital
channels. By freeing innova-
tion from the constraints of
older systems, it empowers
exchange houses to choose
how fast and how far they
want to transform. Its modu-
lar design makes it easy to
upgrade step by step, connect
with new partners, and
launch fresh digital services
with minimal disruption -
helping them stay compliant
and take full control of their
growth journey.

"The three most important
things about good software
are CONTROL, CONTROL
AND CONTROL. The cross-
border payments landscape is
changing faster than ever.
ConnectX has been built to
help exchange houses stay
ahead by letting them
upgrade step by step, stay
compliant with evolving regu-
lations, and deliver the seam-
less experiences today's cus-
tomers expect, all without dis-
rupting their day-to-day oper-
ations, IN SHORT, GIVING
THEM BACK TOTAL CON-
TROL," said Fable Fintech
Founder & CEO, Naushad
Contractor.

People of Rajdhanwar gave a warm welcome
to the newly opened store of Megashop

Fable Fintech
unveils ConnectX
to give exchange

houses full control
of their tech stack

Ranchi: The 70th Hyundai
Filmfare Awards 2025 with
Gujarat Tourism lit up
Ahmedabad on 11th October
2025 at EKA Arena,
Kankaria Lake. The iconic
night brought together the
biggest stars, dazzling per-
formances, and heartfelt trib-
utes in a landmark edition
that celebrated exceptional
talent and excellence in Hindi
cinema. Laapataa Ladies
took home the coveted Black
Lady for Best Film, while
AbhishekBachchan for (I
Want To Talk) and
KartikAaryan for (Chandu
Champion) shared the Best
Actor in a Leading Role
(Male) awaed for their pow-
erful performances, respec-
tively. Alia Bhatt was award-
ed Best Actor in a Leading
Role (Female) for Jigra, mak-
ing it a night that celebrated
cinematic brilliance, talent,
and glamour. The evening
began with a breath-taking
drone show that lit up the
Ahmedabad skyline, beauti-
fully tracing the evolution of
Hindi cinema through the
decades. The night was a
spectacle of energy and
glamour, as Shah Rukh Khan
made a grand entry on the
title track of Jawan, setting
the tone for a star-studded
evening. Akshay Kumar
thrilled the audience by
opening his act with his icon-

ic song Tum Dil Ki Dhadkan
Mein Rehte Ho, dedicating it
to Filmfare, followed by elec-
trifying performances on Tip
T i p B a r s a P a n i ,
ChuraKeDilMera, and
BhoolBhulaiyaa. He conclud-
ed his high-energy perform-
ance by getting the audience
to groove to the beats of
AjeRokda Ne Udhar Kale.
AnanyaPanday celebrated
Gujarat's vibrant beats and
heritage with Dholida,
UdiUdiJaye, and Nagade
Sang Dhol, among others.
Adding to the fun, Shah Rukh
Khan and Karan Johar joined
in, grooving to the infectious
beats of GUJJU, sending
audiences in a frenzy.
KritiSanon paid a glamorous
tribute to ZeenatAman, per-
forming on her classics like
ChuraLiyaHaiTumne Jo
DilKo, AapJaisa Koi
MeriZindagi Mein Aaye, and
Laila O Laila.
AbhishekBachchanhonoured
his father Amitabh Bachchan
with his iconic hits, including
A p n i T o h J a i s e T a i s e ,
KhaikePaan Banaras Wala,
and JummaChumma.
SiddhantChaturvedi deliv-
ered a high-energy homage
to Bollywood's dance legends
spanning generations, groov-
ing to Chahe Koi
MujheJungleeKahe, Julie
Julie, AapKeAa Jane Se, Dil
Ne DilKoPukara, and more.

70th Hyundai
Filmfare Awards

2025 with Gujarat
Tourism: Winner

List Out Now

WHO flags three
contaminated cough

syrups in India,
including Coldrif

New Delhi : The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has identified
three adulterated syrups manu-
factured in India, including the
infamous Coldrif cough syrup,
and has urged authorities world-
wide to report to the agency if any
of these products are detected in
their respective countries. 

The development comes weeks
after the deaths of several chil-
dren in Madhya Pradesh, linked
to the consumption of adulterated
cough syrup.

Among the three contaminat-
ed syrups flagged by WHO is
Coldrif, which recently triggered
widespread outrage following the
children's deaths.

The global health body has
identified specific batches of
Coldrif from Sresan
Pharmaceuticals, Respifresh TR
from Rednex Pharmaceuticals,
and ReLife from Shape Pharma as
the affected medicines.

WHO warned that the identi-
fied syrups could cause severe
and potentially life-threatening
illnesses. The Coldrif syrup, man-
ufactured in Tamil Nadu, sparked
major alarm after it was found to
be dangerously contaminated
with the toxic chemical diethylene
glycol (DEG).

Tests revealed DEG concentra-
tions exceeding 48 per cent -- an
alarming figure far above the per-
missible limit of 0.1 per cent.

Following this, Sresan
Pharmaceuticals had its manufac-
turing license revoked, and its
owner, G. Ranganathan, was
arrested. The authorities also
ordered a comprehensive inspec-
tion of other drug manufacturing
companies across the southern
state to identify potential lapses in
quality control.

The deaths of children in
Madhya Pradesh prompted the
Central government to issue an
advisory to all states and union
territories, urging extreme cau-
tion in the prescription of cough
syrups for children.

New Delhi : One in three people worldwide
is living with conditions that affect their
brain, while 11 million lives are lost every
year due to neurological disorders, accord-
ing to a new report by the World Health
Organization (WHO) on Tuesday. 

Stroke, neonatal encephalopathy,
migraine, Alzheimer's disease and other
dementias, diabetic neuropathy, meningitis,
idiopathic epilepsy, neurological complica-
tions linked to preterm birth, autism spec-
trum disorders, and cancers of the nervous
system were identified as the top 10 neuro-
logical conditions contributing to death and
disability.

The report stated that while these neu-
rological conditions now affect more than
40 per cent of the global population, less
than one in three countries around the
world has a national policy to address the
growing burden of neurological disorders.

Alarmingly, low-income countries have
more than 80 times fewer neurologists
compared to high-income nations despite
the high burden of these diseases.

Many low- and middle-income countries
also lack national plans, budgets, and work-
force.

"With more than 1 in 3 people in the

world living with conditions affecting their
brain, we must do all we can to improve the
health care they need," said Dr Jeremy
Farrar, WHO Assistant Director-General,
Division of Health Promotion, Disease
Prevention and Control. "Many of these

neurological conditions can be prevented or
effectively treated, yet services remain out
of reach for most - especially in rural and
underserved areas - where people too often
face stigma, social exclusion, and financial
hardship. We must work together to ensure

we put patients and their families first and
that brain health is prioritised and properly
invested in," Farrar said.

The report, based on data from 102
countries, showed that 63 countries have a
national policy addressing neurological dis-
orders, but only 34 reported having dedi-
cated funding to address them.

Without strong policy frameworks,
health systems remain fragmented, under-
resourced, and ill-equipped to meet the
needs of patients and families.

Further, essential services were also
found out of reach for most people, with
only 49 countries including neurological
disorders in their universal health coverage
benefit packages.

Critical services such as stroke units,
pediatric neurology, rehabilitation, and pal-
liative care are frequently lacking or con-
centrated in urban areas, leaving rural and
underserved populations without access to
lifesaving and life-sustaining care.

The WHO has urged governments to
make neurological disorders a policy prior-
ity through bold leadership and sustained
investment; expand access to neurological
care through universal health coverage and
health system strengthening.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (IANS) While Covid-19 infec-
tion is known to have lasting effects on the
brain, an alarming animal study showed that
SARS-CoV-2 infection in fathers before concep-
tion can cause changes in sperm, altering chil-
dren's brain development and behaviour, and
increasing the risk of anxiety later. 

The findings, published in the journal
Nature Communications, show that Covid
could have long-lasting effects on future gener-
ations.

Previous studies have shown that male
mice exposed to specific environmental and
lifestyle factors, like a poor diet before mating,
could change brain development and behav-
iour in offspring.

"This is because the father's experiences
can alter the information carried in sperm,
including specific RNA molecules, which trans-
mit instructions for offspring development,"
said lead researcher Professor Anthony
Hannan at the University of Melbourne's
Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental

Health in Australia. In the new study, the team
wanted to see whether the Covid virus would
have a similar effect on sperm RNA and the
offspring. To probe, the team let male mice
recover from SARS-CoV-2 infection for a few
weeks before they mated with healthy females.

The offspring showed more anxious behav-
iours compared to offspring from uninfected

fathers. All offspring from Covid-affected
fathers displayed increased anxiety-like
behaviours. Female offspring also had signifi-
cant changes in specific gene activity in their
brain's hippocampus region, which is impor-
tant for anxiety, depression, and other affective
behaviors.

"These kinds of changes in the hippocam-
pus, as well as other brain regions, may con-
tribute to the increased anxiety we observed in
offspring, via epigenetic inheritance and
altered brain development," said Dr. Carolina
Gubert from the Institute.

Further analysis of the RNA from the infect-
ed fathers' sperm showed that Covid had
altered various molecules, including some
involved in the regulation of genes that are
known to be important in brain development.

"If our findings translate to humans, this
could impact millions of children worldwide,
and their families, with major implications for
public health," said Hannan, while calling for
more research.

New Delhi :  In a landmark public
health achievement, Maldives has
become the first country in the
world to achieve 'triple elimina-
tion' of mother-to-child transmis-
sion (EMTCT) of hepatitis B, HIV
and syphilis, the World Health
Organization (WHO) said on
Monday. 

Maldives was currently vali-
dated by the WHO for eliminating
-to-child transmission hepatitis B.
The country, had, achieved WHO
validation or EMTCT of HIV and
syphilis in 2019.

"Maldives has shown that with
strong political will and sustained
investment in maternal and child
health, elimination of mother-to-
child transmission of these deadly
diseases, and the suffering they
bring, is possible," said
DrTedrosAdhanomGhebreyesus,
WHO Director-General.

"This historic milestone pro-
vides hope and inspiration for
countries everywhere working

towards the same goal," he
added. Mother-to-child transmis-
sion leads to infections that affect
millions worldwide. In the WHO
South-East Asia Region alone,
provisional estimates indicate that
in 2024, more than 23 000 preg-
nant women had syphilis and over
8,000 infants were born with con-
genital syphilis. About 25,000

HIV-positive pregnant women
required treatment to prevent
transmission to their babies,
while hepatitis B continues to
affect more than 42 million people
in the Region, the WHO said.

"The landmark feat is an
important step towards 'Healthy
Beginnings, Hopeful Futures,' for
improving maternal and newborn

health by ending preventable
deaths and prioritising long-term
well-being," said Dr Catharina
Boehme, Officer-in-Charge, WHO
South-East Asia Regional Office.

In Maldives, over 95 per cent
of pregnant women have received
antenatal care, with nearly uni-
versal testing for HIV, syphilis and
hepatitis B. With a strong
strongimmunisation system, no
babies were born with HIV or
syphilis in 2022 and 2023. A 2023
national survey confirmed zero
hepatitis B among young children
(first grade of school), surpassing
elimination targets, the WHO said.

"This historic validation is a
moment of immense pride for the
Maldives and a reflection of our
nation's steadfast commitment to
protecting mothers, children and
future generations," said Abdulla
Nazim Ibrahim, Minister of
Health, Maldives, while pledging
to sustain the progress for the
future.

More than 1 in 3 people worldwide live with
brain disorders, 11 million die annually: Report

Maldives world's 1st country to eliminate mother-
to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B

Covid virus can cause changes in sperm, raise
anxiety risk in future generations: Study
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MI News Service, Kolkata: Running special trains during the festive
season carries multiple advantages. These services not only accom-
modate the sharp rise in festive travel demand but also ensure pas-
sengers get easier, faster and more reliable journey options. Beyond
travel convenience, such initiatives encourage tourism, uplift local
trade and strengthen the spirit of togetherness during major festivals
like Diwali and Chhath. In order to handle the anticipated festive
crowd, Railway has decided to run special trains between Bhagalpur
& Udhna (Unreserved) and Asansol & Barhni. 09081 Udhna – Bha-
galpur Unreserved Special will leave Udhna at 11:15 hrs. daily from
14.10.2025 to 27.10.2025 (14 trips) to reach Bhagalpur at 20:00 hrs.
on the next day and 09082 Bhagalpur – Udhna Unreserved Special
will leave Bhagalpur at 22:50 hrs. daily from 15.10.2025 to 28.10.2025
(14 trips) to reach Udhna at 09:00 hrs. on the third day. The train will
stop at 23 stations including Sultanganj, Jamalpur and Abhaipur sta-
tions over Eastern Railway jurisdiction enroute in both directions.
05056 Barhni – Asansol Special will leave Barhni at 16:00 hrs. on every
Friday between 17.10.2025 & 7.11.2025 (4 trips) to reach Asansol at
09:30 hrs. on the next day and 05055 Asansol – Barhni Special will
leave Asansol at 12:30 hrs. on every Saturday between 18.10.2025 &
8.11.2025 (4 trips) to reach Barhni at 07:15 hrs. on the next day.

Special Trains To Run Between Bha-
galpur & Udhna And Asansol & Barhni

Conspiracy to make people stateless must be stopped: Kamruzzaman

Nurul Islam Khan: A protest rally was held
at Sarberiya Bazar in Sandeshkhali against
the arrest of Muslim followers for writing I
Love Muhammad SAW in Uttar Pradesh and
against the SIR. Maulana Kamruzzaman,
member of the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board and secretary of the All Bengal
Minority Youth Federation, was present. He
protested against the arrest of Maulana
Sahib in Uttar Pradesh and called the Yogi
government's outrageous move an abuse of
legal power and an attack on the constitu-
tional rights of Muslim citizens. Is it a crime
to trust or love the world prophet Hazrat
Muhammad, a world guru? We will not ac-
cept such apathy towards the name of
Hazrat Muhammad, who is the guide of the
world. Also present were Maulana Abdul-
lahil Maruf, President of the World Human
Welfare Islamic Foundation said that loving

someone according to faith or religion is not
a crime. Gabati AHM Senior Madrasa
teacher Zakir Hossain, social activist Hos-
sain Gazi were present.Theysaid that filing
a case against Muslim youth for expressing
love for the Holy Prophet Muhammad SAW
is not only baseless but also weakens peo-
ple's trust in the police and administration.
Because writing I Love Muhammad SAW
cannot hurt the religious sentiments of peo-
ple of any other religion or community.
Maulana Anwar Hossain, State President of
the All Bengal Minority Youth Federation,
said that the role of the police in writing I
Love Muhammad SAW is shaking the spirit
of the people towards the police. Teacher
Maulana Mofakerul Islam, Calcutta High
Court lawyer Prithviraj Mandal, Maulana
Rezaul Karim and local prominent figures
were present at the meeting.

MI News Service, Beijing:
China on Tuesday imposed
sanctions on five US-linked
subsidiaries of South Korean
Hanwha Ocean Corporation, in
response to Washington’s
probe into China’s maritime,
logistics, and shipbuilding in-
dustries, according to an offi-
cial statement, state media
reported. The sanctions, an-
nounced by China’s Ministry of
Commerce, will take effect
today. The Chinese Commerce
Ministry, as cited by Global
Times, said that the US actions
“seriously violate international
law and the basic norms gov-
erning international relations,
and gravely undermine the le-
gitimate rights and interests of
Chinese enterprises.”

It added that the US sub-
sidiaries of the Hanwha Ocean
Corporation have “assisted
and supported investigations
conducted by the US govern-
ment, endangering China’s
sovereignty, security and de-
velopment interests.” The
sanctions come amidst US
President Donald Trump’s re-
peated emphasis on the need
for shipbuilding cooperation
between Seoul and Washing-
ton and according to a report
in the Yonhap, Hanwha Ocean
had been expected to be one of
the biggest beneficiaries under
the allies’ strengthened ship-
building ties.

The South Korean news
outlet cited industry insiders in
Seoul assessing Beijing’s move
to be both a countermeasure
against Washington and a
warning to South Korea,

China’s biggest rival in the
shipbuilding sector. According
to the Chinese state media, the
country’s commerce ministry
has identified the five sub-
sidiaries as Hanwha Shipping
LLC, Hanwha Philly Shipyard
Inc, Hanwha Ocean USA Inter-
national LLC, Hanwha Ship-
ping Holdings LLC, and HS
USA Holdings Corp. China’s
Transport Ministry has initi-
ated an investigation into how
the US Section 301 investiga-
tion affects the security and de-
velopment interests of its
shipping and shipbuilding sec-
tors, as well as related indus-
trial and supply chains,
according to the official news
agency Xinhua. Meanwhile,
China announced today that
new special port fees will take
effect for US ships arriving in
Chinese ports, according to
state media reports.

The special charges, ac-
cording to China were imposed
with the aim to “safeguard the
legitimate rights and interests

of Chinese shipping industry
and enterprises while ensuring
fair competition in interna-
tional shipping,” Global Times
reported. Ships subject to the
special port fees also include
those owned or operated by
entities where US enterprises,
organizations and individuals
hold a direct or indirect stake
of 25 per cent or more, as well
as all the US-flagged and US
built vessels, China’s Ministry
of Transport said. The Chinese
Ministry In a statement out-
lined a phased escalation for
the special port fees on eligible
US vessels berthing at Chinese
ports, which will initially be
400 yuan ($56) per net ton
from Tuesday and increase an-
nually on April 17 for the sub-
sequent three years. The levy
was Imposed by China on Oc-
tober 10 in response to the US
decision to levy additional port
fees on Chinese ships arriving
at American ports from Octo-
ber 14, the Chinese Transport
ministry said.

China hits back at US probe, sanctions 5 Amer-
ican subsidiaries of S Korean shipbuilding firm

MI News Service, Geneva: The World
Health Organisation (WHO) has issued
a medical product alert for three adul-
terated oral liquid medicines (cough
syrups) manufactured in India. It has
warned that the identified syrups com-
monly used to treat cold, flu, and cough
symptoms, have been linked to cases of
severe illness and child fatalities and could cause
severe and potentially life-threatening illnesses.

The global health body has urged authorities
worldwide to report to the agency if any of these
products are detected in their countries. The Or-
ganisation said that such medications should not
be prescribed or dispensed to children below two
years of age and are generally not recommended
for those under five. The WHO has identified spe-
cific batches of Coldrif from Sresan Pharmaceu-
ticals, Respifresh TR from Rednex
Pharmaceuticals, and ReLife from Shape Pharma
as the affected medicines. The products identified
in this alert are considered substandard as they
fail to meet their quality standards and specifica-
tions, the WHO said. On October 8, India's Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) re-
ported to the WHO the presence of Diethylene

Glycol (DEG) in at least three products-
-COLDRIF, Respifresh TR and ReLife.
These medicines were manufactured
by Sresan Pharmaceutical, Rednex
Pharmaceuticals, and Shape Pharma,
respectively. Following the deaths of
several children in Madhya Pradesh a
week ago, linked to the consumption

of Coldrif cough syrup, the Government of India
had issues an advisory to all states and union ter-
ritories, urging extreme caution in the prescrip-
tion of cough syrups for children. The Coldrif
syrup, manufactured in Tamil Nadu by Sresan
Pharmaceuticals, was found to be dangerously
contaminated with the toxic chemical diethylene
glycol. The company's manufacturing license was
revoked, and its owner, G. Ranganathan, was
taken into custody. "Diethylene glycol is toxic to hu-
mans when consumed and can prove fatal. The
contaminated oral liquid medicines referenced in
this alert are unsafe, and their use, especially in
children, may result in serious injury or death.
Toxic effects can include abdominal pain, vomiting,
diarrhoea, inability to pass urine, headache, al-
tered mental state and acute kidney injury, which
may lead to death," WHO said.

WHO issues alert over 3 adultrated cough syrups
manufactured in India, cautions use globally

MI News Service, Tel Aviv: IDF forces in Gaza opened fire
on suspects who approached them in the north of the Strip
and crossed the yellow line earlier today, according to an
I”F spokesperson. The spokesperson emphasised that this
was a violation of the agreement and that attempts had
been made to warn the suspects before firing. The sus-
pects did not respond and continued to approach the
forces, who then fired in order to eliminate the threat. It
was also stated that reports of terrorists infiltrating the
defensive perimeter were incorrect. The IDF calls on Gaza
residents “to follow IDF instructions and not approach the
deployed forces.” Five casualties were reported in Gaza. 

Gaza: Suspects shot after ignoring
warnings not to enter the yellow line

MI News Service, Xinjiang: An
earthquake of magnitude 4.2
struck Xinjiang on Tuesday
morning, as reported by the
National Centre for Seismology
(NCS). According to the NCS,
the earthquake occurred at a
depth of 10 kms at 8:45 AM.
“EQ of M: 4.2, On: 14/10/2025
08:45:28 IST, Lat: 41.65 N,
Long: 81.14 E, Depth: 10 Km,

Location: Xinjiang”, NCS wrote
on X. Shallow earthquakes are
generally more dangerous than
deep earthquakes. This is be-
cause the seismic waves from
shallow earthquakes have a
shorter distance to travel to the
surface, resulting in stronger
ground shaking and potentially
more damage to structures and
greater casualties.

4.2 magnitude earthquake strikes Xinjiang

MI News Service, Kolkata :
CSIR-Central Mechanical
Engineering Research Insti-
tute (CMERI), Durgapur, held
the closing and reward cere-
mony of Hindi Month 2025
on October 13, 2025, with
great enthusiasm and
grandeur. The occasion wit-
nessed the participation of
scientists, officers, and staff
of the Institute. Under Hindi
Month 2025, various Hindi
competitions such as essay
writing, note-taking and
drafting, welcome speeches,
official language notes,
translation, national level
workshops, etc. were organ-
ized, which were enthusias-
tically attended by workers
and researchers.In his in-
spiring address at the closing
ceremony, Chief Guest Sunil
Kumar Srivastava, Principal
Director, NPTI, said that
Hindi is not only a language
of communication, but also a
symbol of our cultural her-
itage and unity. The use of
Hindi in scientific institutions
can also play an important
role in innovation and tech-
nology dissemination.Con-
gratulating the winners, Dr.
Sadhguru Kumar Samanta,
Executive Director of the In-
stitute, said,“CSIR-CMERI is
playing a leading role in pro-
moting the use of Hindi and
promoting the national lan-
guage. The Institute is also

working towards the use of
Hindi in technology.” The In-
stitute's Administrative Con-
troller, while presenting the
Institute's annual Official
Language Implementation
Report, stated that the Insti-
tute has been awarded the
Co-ordination and Extension
Work on Official Languages   
(COEFM) by the Dehradun
Municipal Corporation and
the third position by the Lud-
hiana Municipal Corporation.
In addition to the Official Lan-
guage Section, the Institute
also has separate committees
related to Official Language
Implementation that carry
out various tasks related to
Official Language Implemen-
tation. In this way, the organ-
ization carries out the work of
implementing the official lan-
guage like a family.On this oc-
casion, the winners of the
competitions were honored
with certificates, notes, and
cash. On the same occasion,
the winning employee, who
had performed the most office

work, such as noting and
drafting, in the previous year,
was awarded a certificate and
a medal, in addition to the
cash. At the end of the pro-
gram, all participants and the
organizing team were
thanked, and the message
was conveyed that the use of
Hindi would be further pro-
moted at the Institute.The
closing ceremony concluded
with a pledge that all officers
and staff would ensure maxi-
mum use of the Hindi lan-
guage in their work and
would also continuously strive
to develop it as a language of
scientific expression. Dr. Ra-
jesh Saad Barnwal, Senior
Research Scientist, and oth-
ers, were thanked by the
Hindi Fortnight Organizing
Committee. The stage was
moderated by Mr. Sanjay
Kumar, a senior Hindi trans-
lator, and the entire program
was coordinated by Sathya
Kant Pravaran, Hindi Bharat.
The ceremony concluded
with the finale of the Rājagat.

CSIR-CMERI, Daga Purum Hind Closing Ceremony of Month 2025 Held

Special Drives on Plastic Waste Management and 
Passenger Awareness
MI News Service, Kolkata :The Swachhata Pakhwada
and Special Campaign 5.0 have been actively observed
across Sealdah Division of Eastern Railway, receiving an
enthusiastic response from railway officials, staff, volun-
teers, and passengers alike. The campaign aims to pro-
mote cleanliness, hygiene, and sustainability throughout
the railway network. On 14th October 2025, the Environ-
ment & Housekeeping Management (EnHM) Department
of Sealdah Division conducted a series of impactful ac-
tivities at various stations under the division as part of
the Swachhata Pakhwada initiative.

Key highlights of the day’s activities included:
Review of the maintenance and functioning of plastic

bottle crushing machines at stations such as Belgharia,
Barrackpore, Chakdaha, Ranaghat, Naihati, and Kolkata,
among others. Awareness campaigns to educate pas-
sengers and vendors on the prohibition of single-use
plastic. Assessment of generated plastic waste across
stations. Special drives and imposition of penalties on
vendor stalls violating the single-use plastic ban. In-
tensive cleanliness drives focusing on public urinals, toi-
lets, platforms, tracks, and surrounding railway
premises. Conduct of “Amrit Samvaad” sessions at sta-
tions including Kalyani, Ghosh Para, and Baruipur,
where passenger feedback on cleanliness and facilities
was also collected.

Sealdah Division Conducted Swachhata 
Pakhwada & Special Campaign 5.0

MI News Service, Delhi: In a
major announcement, Mon-
golian President Khurel-
sukhUkhnaa said on
Tuesday that the Mongolian
Air Carrier is preparing to
operate flights to New Delhi
and Amritsar, which would
start later this year and

give a fillip, especially to
tourism and business sec-
tors. He made the remarks
during a joint press confer-
ence with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “Mongo-
lian air carrier is preparing
to operate charter flights 
to New Delhi and Amritsar
starting later this year,
which will make a substan-
tial contribution to expand-
ing our bilateral relations
and cooperation, including
tourism and business 
sectors”, President Ukhnaa
said.

He furth’r noted how
both India and Mongolia
share similar views on the
significance of exploring
new avenues for connectiv-
ity. President Ukhnaa said,
“I am pleased to underscore
that both sides share similar
views on the significance of
exploring new transport
and logistics connections
and gateways to enhance
our trade and economic co-
operation, as well as jointly
utilizing the potential of
third-country ports and
transport corridors, sharing
experience in road and rail-
way development, and ex-
amining the feasibility of
establishing regular direct
flights and increasing tran-
sit connections between our
two countries.”

Speaking about the
MoUs signed during his visit
to India, he noted that these
would empower local com-
munities and give a boost in
empowering citizens’ liveli-
hoods, and promoting the
growth of small and
medium-sized enterprise.
“The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on the Promo-
tion of Cooperatives and the
Agreement on Cooperation
in Indian Grant Assistance
for Implementation of
Quick Impact Projects, will
not only support Mongolia’s
regional development con-
cept, but also greatly con-
tribute to empowering local
communities, empowering
citizens’ livelihoods, and
promoting the growth of
small and medium-sized
enterprises.”

Mongolia prepares to operate charter flights to New
Delhi, Amritsar to expand ties: President Ukhnaa

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of Eastern Railway’s
humanitarian initiative
“Mission Sewa”, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) per-
sonnel of Sealdah and Malda
Divisions extended timely
assistance to ailing passen-
gers on 13 October 2025.
Demonstrating promptness,
compassion, and dedication
to passenger welfare, RPF
officials rescued and ren-
dered aid to three persons
who were found in sick con-
dition at different railway
stations. At Naihati Railway
Station, a young girl was
found in an unwell condition
inside a train. RPF personnel
immediately provided neces-
sary assistance and
arranged for her medical
treatment at the nearest
Government hospital. Simi-

larly, at Sealdah and New
Farakka Railway Stations,
two more passengers — one
male and one female —
were found in unwell condi-
tion and were promptly
shifted to nearby hospitals
for necessary medical care.
These actions under “Mis-
sion Sewa” reaffirm the
RPF’s commitment to ensur-
ing passenger safety, wel-
fare, and timely
humanitarian assistance
across Eastern Railway

RPF/ER officials Rescued Sick 
Passengers under “Mission Sewa”

"Official Language Week - 2025" Closing and
Prize Distribution Ceremony at Metro Railway

MI News Service,
Kolkata: October 14,
2025: The Closing
and Prize Distribu-
tion Ceremony held
at Metro Railway,
Kolkata, marked the
formal conclusion of
Official Language
Week 2025, held
from September 15, 2025, to September 22, 2025. General
Manager, Mr. S.S. Mishra, presided over the event. In his ad-
dress, Mr. Manish Jain, Principal Chief Safety Officer and Chief
Official Language Officer, shared a brief overview of the com-
petitions and programs organized during Official Language
Week 2025 and commended all participants.The General Man-
ager presented awards to employees declared successful in the
typing, quiz, storytelling, and calligraphy competitions. Also, on
this occasion, incentive awards were presented to employees
from various departments who had performed commendable
work in the Official Language during the year. Addressing the
awarded employees, the General Manager urged them to con-
tinue working in the official language. Principal department
heads/department heads were also present. The program was
conducted by Senior Official Language Officer, Mrs. Kiran Bose.
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NEW DELHI : India needed exactly an
hour on day five to complete a seven-
wicket win over West Indies and seal a 2-
0 series sweep at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium on Tuesday. KL Rahul anchored
the chase with an unbeaten 58 off 108
balls, hitting six fours and two sixes to
help India easily hunt down 121. 

The victory marks India's first Test
series win under Shubman Gill's captain-
cy, following the drawn 2-2 result in
England earlier this year. Though the
margin suggests an easy victory, India
were to earn it in New Delhi and defeat
West Indies for the tenth straight time in
Tests.

West Indies, asked to follow on,
refused to fold easily, thanks to John
Campbell and Shai Hope's twin centuries
and a defiant last-wicket 79-run stand
which led to the contest stretching to day
five. But once play resumed, India made
quick work of the chase despite an early
wobble and earn 12 valuable points to
their World Test Championship tally,
where they are still at number three and
their points percentage now at 61.9.

It was a brave fight from the West
Indies, who showed grit and character
after a heavy innings defeat in
Ahmedabad. Yet, in the end, India's depth
and composure, despite spending 200
overs on the field, proved to be decisive,
as Rahul, Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal were
amongst the run-makers, while Kuldeep
Yadav picked eight wickets on a pitch
which was slow and docile.

The day began with KL Rahul and B
Sai Sudharsan playing out four maidens
before the latter broke the shackles by
dancing down the pitch to loft Jomel
Warrican through the line over mid-off for
four. Though it was followed by a bit of
prodding and defending against Warrican
and Khary Pierre, Rahul kept India steady
by dancing down the pitch again - this
time off Pierre - and loft over long-on for
six, before whipping the spinner off his
wrists through mid-wicket for four more.

Sudharsan added only nine runs to his
overnight total, before his outside edge on
an attempted drive was caught by a sharp
one-handed diving catch from Shai Hope
at slip off Roston Chase's bowling.

Rahul continued to be at his pristine
best by sweeping Warrican for a flat six
over square leg fence, while Shubman Gill
stepped down the pitch to loft Chase over
long-on for another maximum.

A ball later, Gill went back in the
crease to pull Chase through square leg
for four, before miscuing a loft to mid-
wicket off the West Indies' skipper. Rahul,
though, got his fifty through a sweep
fetching him required two runs and fol-
lowed it up by reverse-sweeping Warrican
through backward point for a boundary.

After some rock solid forward defence,
Dhurv Jurel got off the mark with a late
dab off Chase going through third man for
four, before Rahul finished off the chase
with a backfoot punch fetching him a
boundary and seal a comfortable win for
India. Brief Scores: India 518/5 dec and
124/3 in 35.2 overs (KL Rahul 58 not out,
B Sai Sudharsan 39; Roston Chase 2-36,
Jomel Warrican 1-39) beat West Indies
248 and 390 in 118.5 overs (John
Campbell 115, Shai Hope 103; Jasprit
Bumrah 3-44, Kuldeep Yadav 3-104) by
seven wickets

JHARKHAND'S
PARTH SINGH
CROWNED BEST
U-20 ATHLETE AT
40TH NATIONAL
JUNIOR ATHLETICS
CHAMPIONSHIP

PC JHA

RANCHI : Jharkhand's young
sprint and jump sensation,
Parth Singh, delivered an out-
standing performance at the
40th National Junior Athletics
Championship held from
October 10 to 14 at Kalinga
Stadium, Bhubaneswar.
Organized by the Athletics
Federation of India, New
Delhi, in collaboration with
the Odisha Athletics
Association, the championship
witnessed participation from
top athletes across the coun-
try.

Representing Ranchi,
Parth Singh dominated the
Under-20 boys' category,
clinching two gold medals -
one in the 100 meters sprint
and another in the long jump.
His leap of 7.82 meters not
only set a new national meet
record but also earned him a
total of 1,099 points, securing
him the prestigious title of the
"Best Athlete" of the champi-
onship. His achievement
brought immense pride and
recognition to Jharkhand on
the national stage.

Overall, the Jharkhand
contingent had an impressive
showing, winning a total of
eight medals - two gold, three
silver, and three bronze.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, Sports Minister
Sudivya Kumar Sonu, Sports
Secretary Manoj Kumar,
Sports Director Shekhar
Jamuar, and Jharkhand
Athletics Association officials
including Planning Committee
Chairman Dr. Madhukant
Pathak, President C.D. Singh,
Secretary S.K. Pandey, and
Prabhakar Verma congratu-
lated Parth Singh, the entire
state athletics team, coaches,
and team managers for their
commendable performance.

Their collective success,
officials said, reflects the
growing strength of
Jharkhand's athletics pro-
gram and the state's commit-
ment to nurturing young
sporting talent.

DUBAI : India's Smriti Mandhana
continues to reign supreme in the
latest ICC Women's ODI Batting
Rankings, maintaining her No. 1
position after another command-
ing performance at the Women's
World Cup 2025.  

Mandhana's fluent 80 in
Visakhapatnam helped her con-
solidate her lead at the top, as a
host of other standout performers
made major gains in the latest
update.

Australia's Alyssa Healy made
one of the biggest moves of the
week, soaring nine places to joint-
fourth following her scintillating
142 in Australia's stunning chase
against India.

With 700 rating points, Healy
now sits behind Mandhana, Nat
Sciver-Brunt, and Beth Mooney,
and shares her position with
Laura Wolvaardt.

The South Africa skipper also
climbed three places to joint-
fourth after consistent knocks,
including a match-winning 70
against India. Meanwhile, New
Zealand captain Sophie Devine,
the leading run-scorer in the tour-
nament so far, rose two places to
sixth, underlining her impact at

the World Cup.
Further down the list, South

Africa's rising star Nadine de
Klerk made an eye-catching jump
of 26 spots to 32nd, following her
vital contributions in successful
Proteas run chases in
Visakhapatnam.

In the Women's ODI Bowling
Rankings, England's Sophie
Ecclestone continues to hold the
No. 1 position, with Australia's
Ashleigh Gardner close behind.

But it was a breakthrough
week for several bowlers.
Australia seamer Annabel
Sutherland climbed six spots to a
career-best eighth, while South
Africa's left-arm spinner
Nonkululeko Mlaba broke into the
top 10, rising three positions after
taking eight wickets so far in the
tournament. Gardner also contin-
ues to dominate the All-rounder
Rankings, retaining her top spot,
though Chloe Tryon of South
Africa entered the top 10 for the
first time after climbing three
places to achieve a new personal
best. Tryon's all-round impact
was further reflected in her rise of
18 places to 30th in the bowlers'
list.

NEW DELHI : After the conclusion
of the skeet events, attention now
turns to the trap competition, as
the International Shooting Sports
Federation (ISSF) World
Championship Shotgun 2025,
enters its second phase in Athens,
Greece.  

Starting on Wednesday, six
Indian trap shooters - Neeru
Dhanda, Aashima Ahlawat, and
Kirti Gupta in women's and
Zoravar Singh Sandhu, Vivaan
Kapoor, and Bhowneesh
Mendiratta in men's trap, will
take to the Malakasa Shooting
Range in the Greek capital for the
first 50 targets of the qualification
round.

The women's trap event prom-
ises a competitive line-up, led by
defending World Champion Lin Yi-
Chun of Chinese Taipei. The 80-
athlete field also includes World
No.1 Lada Denisova (AIN), World
No.2 Silvana Stanco of Italy, World
No.3 Alessandra Perilli of San
Marino, and World No.4 Carey
Jeana Garrison of the USA. Other
leading names include Paris
Olympic champion Adriana Ruano
(Guatemala).

Leading India's charge will be
Asian Champion and World No.8
Neeru Dhanda, who has been in
consistent form this season with a
fourth-place finish at the Lonato
World Cup and a top-six perform-
ance in the Buenos Aires Mixed
Team event. She will be joined by
Aashima Ahlawat, Asian
Championship bronze medalist,
and Kirti Gupta, who completes
the Indian women's triad.

In the men's section, veteran
Zoravar Singh Sandhu, currently
ranked World No.12, will spear-
head the Indian challenge along-
side former Junior World
Champion Vivaan Kapoor, and
Bhowneesh Mendiratta, who
claimed silver at the Asian

Championship in Kazakhstan.
The men's trap event will see

participation from 141 athletes,
including reigning World
Champion Giovanni Cernogoraz of
Croatia, who will be joined by his
2023 podium companions Marián
Kova?ócy of Slovakia and Khaled
Al-Mudhaf of Kuwait. Paris
Olympic gold medalist Nathan
Hales of Great Britain and bronze
medalist Jean Pierre Brol of
Guatemala (World No.4) are also
among the headliners in a stacked
field.

The competition will also fea-
ture top-ranked shooters, includ-
ing World No.1 Mauro De Filippis

(Italy), William Hinton (USA,
World No.2), Walton Eller (USA,
World No.3), and Giovanni Pellielo
(Italy, World No.5), ensuring a
high-calibre battle for the podium.

The trap qualification rounds
will begin on Wednesday with 50
targets each for men and women,
followed by another 50 on October
16, and a final 25 on October 17.
After 125 targets in qualification,
the top six from each category will
move to the finals for World
Championship medals. The
women's trap final is scheduled
for 5:30 PM IST, followed by the
men's final at 7:00 PM IST on the
same day.

GERMANY,
FRANCE, BELGIUM
STAY ON COURSE
FOR WORLD CUP
QUALIFICATION
BERLIN : Nick Woltemade
scored his first international
goal as Germany maintained
their push toward the 2026
FIFA World Cup with a 1-0
away victory over Northern
Ireland.  The hosts entered
the match full of confidence
after their win over Slovakia,
but coach Michael O'Neill was
forced to make one change as
Conor Bradley missed out
through suspension. Germany
coach Julian Nagelsmann kept
faith with the same lineup
from the 4-0 triumph over
Luxembourg. Northern
Ireland started brightly and
thought they had taken an
early lead when Paddy
McNair bundled the ball over
the line, only for VAR to rule it
out for offside. Germany grad-
ually found their rhythm, and
after Aleksandar Pavlovic test-
ed the goalkeeper from dis-
tance, opened the scoring in
the 31st minute when
Woltemade headed in a David
Raum corner. After the break,
Germany came close to dou-
bling its advantage as Serge
Gnabry's solo run ended with
a shot that went wide. The
hosts refused to surrender
and created several danger-
ous moments, while goalkeep-
er Oliver Baumann twice
denied efforts from Shea
Charles and Ethan Galbraith.
In the dying minutes, substi-
tute Callum Marshall nearly
snatched an equalizer, but
Baumann's reflexes preserved
the clean sheet. The result
keeps Germany top of Group
A, level on points with
Slovakia but ahead on goal
difference. Nagelsmann's side
will next travel to
Luxembourg before hosting
Slovakia in Leipzig next
month. "It wasn't our most
beautiful performance. The
set-piece goal was coming, we
have been working hard on
those in training and got our
reward. [Karim] Adeyemi
should have made it 2-0, but
today the three points were
what mattered most, and we
got them," said Nagelsmann.
In the group's other game,
Slovakia claimed a 2-0 victory
over bottom side Luxembourg.
France was held to a 2-2
draw in Iceland in Group D,
missing the chance to secure
direct qualification to the
World Cup. Ukraine edged
Azerbaijan 2-1, three points
adrift of leaders France. In
Group J, Kevin De Bruyne
converted two penalties as
Belgium beat Wales 4-2, keep-
ing the Red Devils on track to
qualify as Wales faces a play-
off battle. North Macedonia
drew 1-1 with Kazakhstan,
sitting second behind
Belgium. Meanwhile in Group
B, Kosovo stunned Sweden 1-
0, and Switzerland drew 0-0
with Slovenia to remain
unbeaten.

NEW DELHI : Williams team
principal James Vowles has lav-
ished praise on Alex Albon,
describing his 2025 Formula 1
season as "outstanding" and
highlighting a noticeable "step up
in his confidence and belief" that
has been central to team's' resur-
gence this year. 

Albon has enjoyed a superb
campaign, sitting eighth in the
Drivers' Championship with 70
points after scoring in 11 of the
18 races so far. His consistent
form, including personal-best P5
finishes in Australia, Miami,
Imola and the Netherlands, has
propelled Williams to fifth place
in the Constructors' standings - a
significant jump for the Grove-
based outfit. By contrast, his new
teammate Carlos Sainz, who
joined from Ferrari with four
career wins to his name, has
scored 32 points this season.

Speaking on the Beyond The
Grid podcast, Vowles reflected on
Albon's remarkable growth since
joining the team. "I can tell you
from the outset he was very
quick, but he needed the right
forum where the world isn't
questioning his teammates or
what's going on," Vowles said.

"There's no questioning now.
Carlos is absolutely the reference
you need. Alex, this year, every
time there has been a result
(available), he's gone and picked
it up. Simple as that. His pace
has been outstanding. I think if
there's any doubts, it should be

gone by now in people's minds."
Vowles believes Albon's trans-

formation this year goes beyond
pure performance - it's rooted in
his mental composure and grow-
ing self-assurance.

"I would say the biggest differ-
ence I've noticed with Alex is a
step up in his confidence and

belief," he explained. "That's the
main thing - in the team and in
himself at the same time.

"Every human being goes
through cycles where they're
more or less confident in them-
selves and the car and what goes
around. You cannot waver Alex
one bit this year. Not for a second

can you even just push him. He is
absolutely confident in what he is
doing and what the car is doing
around that.

"That doesn't mean we're per-
fect on the car, not by any stretch
of the imagination, but his driving
force is one of, 'Fix this, fix this,
and I will go faster', and it's
directing the team in the right
way."

Albon himself has acknowl-
edged that 2025 marks his best
season in Formula 1, crediting
both his own progress and
Williams' collective effort in max-
imising their opportunities. His
maturity and consistency have
made him a cornerstone of
Vowles' long-term vision to
rebuild the team into a race-win-
ning force.

The Williams boss also
praised Albon's openness and
teamwork in helping Sainz adapt
to the car's unique characteris-
tics.

"We have some peculiarities
in this car on just how to
approach certain corners, but
he's really, really good at vocalis-
ing that, and helping Carlos as
well - he's not keeping it for him-
self," said Vowles.

"It's immediately straight out
there, 'Look at this, this is what
I'm doing here', and then helping
the engineers drive the direction
of travel. In that way, he's more
vocal than I've heard him before
and his direction is absolutely
spot on."

MELBOURNE : Australia wicketkeeper Josh Inglis has been ruled out of
the ODI series opener against India on Sunday, with spinner Adam
Zampa also set to miss the match for family reasons. 

Inglis is yet to fully recover from a calf strain that saw him miss
Australia's T20 tour of New Zealand earlier this month.

Australia added wicketkeeper Josh Philippe and spinner Matthew
Kuhnemann to their squad for the series opener against India on
Sunday.

Philippe, who joined the T20 squad in New Zealand as Glenn
Maxwell's replacement when he went home with a fractured wrist, is
set to play his first ODI since Australia's tour of the West Indies in 2021.

Kuhnemann could play his first 50-over international since 2022,
with all-rounders Matt Short and Cooper Connolly the only other spin-
ners in the squad.

Zampa, meanwhile, is expected to link up with the Australian squad
ahead of the second ODI against India on October 23.

Cricket Australia said that Inglis is expected to return for the third
ODI in Sydney on October 25.

Alex Carey has been released from the squad for the first ODI to play
in South Australia's round two Sheffield Shield match against
Queensland as part of his build-up to the Ashes. He will rejoin the squad
in Adelaide ahead of the second match of the series.

India's white-ball tour of Australia, under the new captain Shubman
Gill, starts with the ODI series opener on October 19 at Perth Stadium
and is followed by matches at Adelaide Oval and Sydney Cricket Ground
on October 23 and 25, respectively.

It is followed by the five-match T20I series beginning on October
29.The last time India toured Australia for a bilateral ODI series, the vis-
itors lost by a 2-1 margin in 2020/21, but managed to win the subse-
quent T20I series by the same margin on the same tour.

2nd Test: Rahul hits unbeaten 58 as India
beat WI by seven-wicket to sweep series 2-0

Mandhana, Ecclestone
consolidate top spot in
Women's ODI rankings

ISSF World C'ship Shotgun: Focus shifts to
trap events as India look to renew medal hunt

Inglis, Zampa to miss
opening ODI against India

Formula 1: James Vowles hails Alex
Albon's 'outstanding' 2025 season


