
MI News Service, New Delhi /
New York : External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has
called for greater solidarity
among Global South nations, a
renewed commitment to mul-
tilateralism, and a collective
push to reform the United Na-
tions and other global institu-
tions.

He made the remarks at a
High-Level Meeting of Like-
Minded Global South countries
here on Tuesday on the side-
lines of the 80th session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly. Sharing details of the
meeting in a post on X, Jais-
hankar said in the face of a
proliferation of global con-
cerns and multiplicity of risks,
"it is natural that the Global
South turns to multilateralism
for solutions". Outlining a
structured approach for how
the Global South can engage
with world affairs, the minister
made five key proposals to
strengthen the collective voice
and influence of the develop-
ing nations. He emphasised
the importance of utilising ex-
isting forums to strengthen
consultations among the
Global South with a view to
"enhancing solidarity and en-
couraging collaboration". Jais-
hankar also called for
comprehensive reform of the
UN and "multilateralism as a
whole".He said the Global
South must bring its specific
strengths, experiences and
achievements to the interna-

tional stage to benefit fellow
nations,  citing "vaccines, digi-
tal capabilities, education ca-
pacities, agro-practices and
Small and Medium Enter-
prises" as key examples. High-
lighting the need for an
equitable approach to global
challenges, the minister said
that in areas like climate ac-
tion and climate justice, the
Global South should come up
with initiatives that serve its in-
terests, rather than merely
aligning with the perspectives
of the Global North.

He also underscored the
importance of engaging in dis-
cussions on emerging tech-
nologies, especially artificial 
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The torrential downpour that lashed Kolkata on Tuesday night turned deadly, claiming eight lives across the city, including seven within Kolkata limits. On Wednesday
morning, Mayor and Urban Development Minister Firhad Hakim visited the homes of two victims, where Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee personally spoke to the bereaved
families over the phone, assuring them of government support. At around 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Hakim reached the Ekbalpore residence of Jitendra Singh, a Mominpur
resident who lost his life after coming in contact with electric current in the flooded locality. Hakim spoke with Singh’s family members before moving on to Thakurpukur,
where he met the relatives of another victim, Shubho Pramanik.

Mayor Hakim Visits Families of Electrocution Victims, CM Assures Support

PM Modi to launch development 
projectsworth Rs1.08 lakhcrore  

MI News Service, Jaipur : Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone of a slew
of development projects during his
visit to Rajasthan's Banswara on
Thursday worth Rs 1.08 lakh crore,
including the Rs 42,000 crore Mahi-
Banswara nuclear plant, officials said.

The projects span across key sec-
tors such as energy, water, infrastruc-
ture, health and urban development,
they said. Among the projects to be
launched, the proposed 2,800 MW
nuclear facility is the most important
as it is expected to play a crucial role
in the state's journey toward energy
self-sufficiency, officials said. Apart
from the 2, 800 MW Mahi Banswara

Nuclear Power Project, which will
play a crucial role in strengthening
India's energy sector, the Prime Min-
ister will virtually flag off two new
Vande Bharat trains - Bikaner and
Jodhpur to Delhi - and the Udaipur-
Chandigarh Express. He will also in-
augurate and lay the foundations for
projects in other states during the
programme. This will be PM Modi's
16th visit to Rajasthan in the 22
months since the Bhajanlal Sharma-
led BJP government assumed office in
December 2023. His frequent visits
underline the state's political and de-
velopmental importance, said offi-
cials. The Prime Minister has actively
participated in major events, includ-

ing the swearing-in ceremony, eight
election rallies, and several adminis-
trative programmes. Notably, he
launched the e-Seva Quick App dur-
ing the Rajasthan High Court’s Plat-
inum Jubilee in Jodhpur in  August
2024, and laid the foundation for Ris-
ing Rajasthan and the ERCP Phase-I
in December 2024. His May 2025 visit
to Bikaner was the first after Opera-
tion Sindoor. At the event, Prime Min-
ister Modi will lay the foundation
stone for several mega projects, in-
cluding the Rs 42, 000 crore Mahi
Banswara Nuclear Power Project
with a capacity of 2, 800 MW. In
Bikaner, a 590 MW renewable energy
project worth Rs 8, 500 crore will also

be initiated. To strengthen energy in-
frastructure, 15.5 GW of power trans-
mission lines will be developed across
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Sirohi, Nagaur,
and Bikaner at a cost of Rs 13, 183
crore. In the water sector, 15 drinking
water projects worth ₹5, 884 crore
will be launched across 11 districts,
including Banswara, Udaipur, Dun-
garpur, Dholpur, Sawai Madhopur,
Barmer, Dausa, Churu, Ajmer,
Bhilwara, and Sikar. For connectivity
and infrastructure, the foundation will
also be laid for the construction of two
flyovers, a bridge over the Banas
River, and 119 Atal Pragati Paths in
Bharatpur, with an investment of Rs
878 crore.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee inaugurates the renovated Fire Station, at Kalighat area, in Kolkata on Wednesday.
Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

Jaishankar calls for
stronger Global South

solidarity for UN reform

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks during the
high-level meeting of Like Minded Global South Countries
on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly
session, in New York, USA.

”In the face of a
proliferation of
global concerns
and multiplicity
of risks, "it is
natural that the
Global South
turns to multi-
lateralism for
solutions"

--External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar

Durga Puja pandals showcasing ‘Gita to Mukti’ come up in Bengaluru  
MI News Service, Ben-
galuru :  The Navaratri sea-
son is not only an occasion,
but also serves as a canvas
for art, culture and commu-
nity bonding. For the Ben-
gali community in
Bengaluru, the festival has
always been an opportunity
to showcase their bound-
less creativity through
Durga Puja pandals, and
the city too is now resplen-
dent with such celebra-
tions. The Bengali Durga
Puja commences on
Shashti, the sixth day of
Navaratri, and concludes
on Dasara or Vijaya
Dashami, the 10th day,

when the Goddess Durga
has vanquished the mytho-
logical demon king
Mahishasura. In a tradition
mirroring Kolkata's
grandeur, Bengaluru's

Durga Puja    pandals are
also based on evocative
themes. Among the most
awaited this year is Oikotan
Hebbal Durgotsav-2025,
which has themed its deco-

ration based on Srimad
Bhagavad Gita. Oikotan
Puja Committee President
Soma Bose, explained that
the puja is being held on the
premises adjoining the
Green Country Public
School on Airport Road,
Hebbal. Since the inception
of this community Puja in
2013, Oikotan Hebbal Dur-
gotsav has successfully
blended artistic creativity,
fun, festivities and tradi-
tional religious fervour with
amazing finesse to make it
one of the landmark events
of India's Silicon City, she 
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Bihar polls
would mark
beginning of
end of Modi
govt's 'corrupt
rule': Kharge

MI News Service, Patna:
Launching a blistering at-
tack on the BJP, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge on Wednesday
once again accused the
party of orchestrating
“vote chori” and commu-
nal polarisation and as-
serted that the Bihar
Assembly elections would
mark the beginning of end
of the Modi government's
"corrupt rule”. “The 2025
Assembly elections will
prove to be a milestone
not only for Bihar but for
the entire country. This
will mark the beginning of
the countdown and the
end of the corrupt rule of
the Modi government,”
Kharge said.  In his open-
ing remarks at the Con-
gress Working Committee
(CWC) meeting here,
Kharge also made an ap-
parent reference to US
President Donald Trump's
recent statements and ac-
tions and took a dig at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. “Our problems at
the international level are
the result of diplomatic
failure of Narendra Modi
and his government. The
very friends whom the
Prime minister boasts
about as ‘my friends’ are
today putting India in nu-
merous troubles,” Kharge
said. “Today, when our
voters list is being officially
tampered with, it is essen-
tial that we hold our ex-
tended CWC meeting in
Bihar, the mother of
democracy, and reaffirm
our pledge to protect this
country's democracy and
Constitution,” the Con-
gress President said.

Asserting that the
foundation of democracy
is fair and transparent
elections, Kharge said se-
rious questions are being
raised today about the
fairness and transparency
of the Election Commis-
sion itself. Instead of an-
swering questions on the
revelations from various
states, the EC is demand-
ing affidavits from us,
Kharge said. “Following
the example of Bihar, a
conspiracy is now being
hatched across the coun-
try to remove the votes of
millions of people,” the
Congress President said,
referring to the Special In-
tensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar. “Vote
theft means theft of ra-
tions, pensions, medicine,
children's scholarships,
and exam fees belonging
to Dalits, tribals, back-
ward classes, extremely
backward classes, minori-
ties, the weak, and the
poor, he said. The 'Voter 
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2 crocodiles strayed from Kolkata zoo
enclosure amid deluge, later captured

Blame game over electrocution
deaths during Kolkata deluge

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
day after West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
accused power utility CESC
of negligence leading to ten
electrocution deaths in
Kolkata and nearby areas
following unprecedented
deluge, flooding the entire
city  yesterday, the discom
has disowned responsibility,
saying that the deaths were
unrelated to its network. In-
cidentally the Chief minister
had expressed condolences
to the families of those
passed away in the city in
one day in electrocution .
Kolkata woke up to a deluge
a day after heavy rain of
over 300 mm in four hours
through the previous night.
Many areas were water-
logged, over 100 flights were

affected, and traffic was dis-
rupted. Amid the calamity,
10 people died,  of  electro-
cution. While the state gov-
ernment has blamed CESC --
Calcutta Electric Supply Cor-
poration -- for the tragic
deaths and said it must com-
pensate the victims, the dis-
com disagrees. In a video
statement, CESC spokesper-
son Avijit Ghosh said that
eight electrocution deaths
were reported in Kolkata
and nearby areas yesterday.
"We conducted a deep dive
investigation into the deaths.
Five of them were caused by
faulty internal wiring at
homes and a factory. Two
deaths were caused when
the victims touched street 
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MI News Service, Kolkata :
Creating a dangerous prece-
dence and panic, two croco-
diles strayed from their
enclosure at the Alipore 
Zoological Museum here on
Tuesday as overnight heavy
rain of over 300 mm lashed
the city yesterday inundating
most parts of Kolkata.

However, both the rep-
tiles were put back into their
enclosure after great efforts
of the zoo employees more
than an hour following their
escape, official sources said
on Wednesday. The reptiles
were spotted outside their
enclosure by some zoo em-
ployees, while inspecting the
enclosures and cages of
other animals in the facilty,
after a record amount of
rainfall threw life out of gear
in Kolkata and flooded a sec-
tion of the zoo apart from
most of the streets, lanes and
by lanes of the city along
with many houses low lying
areas on Tuesday. “Though
the zoo employees managed
to keep 16 other crocodiles
within the enclosure, they
had a trying time in captur-
ing the two others that
strayed and were noticed

outside the enclosure. After
an herculean efforts of more
than  an hour, they managed
to put both the reptiles back
inside the closure with the
help of nets,” the sources  in-
formed. Incidentally, only
about two week ago two ti-

gress in the  same Alipore
zoo were found dead in
quick succession, raising
doubts among the animal
lovers here about the proper
maintenance of the well
being of caged wild animals
in the zoo . 
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MI News Service, Kolkata: 
As larger companies increas-
ingly adopt technology and 
automation in their opera-
tions, MSMEs too must inte-
grate digital solutions to stay 
competitive and support this 
shift. To facilitate this transi-
tion, CII Eastern Region today 
launched the Digital Clinic at 
ICT East 2025 in Kolkata, con-
necting MSMEs with solution 
providers to address challeng-
es in cybersecurity, AI, auto-
mation, e-commerce, and skill 
development. Complementing 
this initiative, the Innovation 
Walkthrough, a first-of-its-
kind showcase, featured live 
demonstrations across Busi-
ness Solutions, Future of Work, 
and a Cyberattack & Defence 
Pod, giving participants an im-
mersive view of cutting-edge 
technologies in action.

At the conference, Ms Swap-
na Bapat, Managing Director 
– India & SAARC, Palo Alto 
Networks, remarked that In-

dia is now the third most cy-
ber-attacked country in the 
world, with breaches costing 
enterprises millions of dollars. 
The evolution of compliance 

must become the accountabil-
ity of digital transformation. 
Ms Bapat added that as Global 
Capability Centres (GCCs) are 
projected to contribute nearly 

10 percent, or close to $300 
billion, to India’s GDP by 2025, 
building cyber-resilient enter-
prises and investing in digital 
infrastructure will be critical 
to sustain momentum.

Krishan Ghei, Vice Presi-
dent & Business Head, Tata 
Communications, remarked 
that Eastern India is unique-
ly positioned to embrace the 
digital opportunity as MS-
MEs adopt cloudification and 
startups drive new-age inno-
vation. He observed that the 
conversation has moved be-
yond digital transformation to 
digitisation that is responsible 
and sustainable. “AI is help-
ing us make better decisions, 
but every disruption must be 
accompanied by governance, 
security, and sovereignty,” he 
cautioned.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of expanding beyond 
metros, Mr Sanjeev Chauhan, 
Vice President – Cloud En-
gineering, Oracle, called for 

greater attention to Tier 2 and 
Tier 3 cities as the next hubs 
of digital talent. He said cloud 
computing and generative AI 
are already grassroots-level 
tools for young professionals, 
and closer collaboration with 
governments is needed to en-
sure IT and digital education 
become an integral part of ba-
sic curriculums.

Bringing the deliberations 
together, Mr Prosenjit Sen-
gupta, Chairman, CII ER ICTE 
Sub-Committee and Group 
CDIO, ITC Ltd, stated that In-
dia’s digital economy is on 
track to reach $1 trillion by 
2030, with the ICT sector 
driving GDP growth and em-
ployment. He noted that rapid 
advancements in AI, IoT, cloud 
computing, and semiconductor 
design are creating new busi-
ness models and reshaping 
industries, while over 1,900 
GCCs employing more than 1.7 
million people continue to gen-
erate significant value.

MI News Service, South 24 
Pgs: What began as a routine 
chore ended in tragedy after-
noon when a 22-year-old youth 
was fatally electrocuted while 
attempting to fetch water in 
his flood-hit village. The vic-
tim, identified as Anis Ghorui, 
a resident of Ramkantpur in 
Panakua Gram Panchayat un-
der Bishnupur police station. 
Had ventured out through ac-
cumulated rainwater to draw 
drinking water when he came 
in contact with a live current. 
Neighbors rushed him to MR 
Bangur Hospital, but doctors 
declared him dead on arrival.

According to his father, San-
jit Ghouri, the young man had 
earlier removed the cover of 
their home’s solar system. Con-
tinuous overnight rainfall had 
left the equipment exposed and 
fully electrified. “As soon as he 
turned on the switch, he was 
thrown off. The electricity cut 
instantly. My son lost his life in 
moment, “the grieving father 
recounted, urging that such 
negligence should not claim 
the lives of other children. 
Family members say Anis was 
in good health and had dinned 
with them the previous night 
before going to bed. None 
could have foreseen that a sim-
ple act of fetching water would 
end his life. The incident has 
sparked aguish in the locality, 
exposing yet again the lethal 
dangers of unprotected elec-
trical system in flood-prone 
rural Bengal. Heavy overnight 
rainfall had left the area sub-
merged, creating deadly trap 
where electricity and water 
combined with fatal conse-
quences. For the Ghorui fam-
ily, the sudden death of their 
young son is loss heavy to bear. 
For the community, it is a grim 
reminder that lapses in elec-
trical safety- when combined 
with the flooding- can turn the 
most ordinary acts of survival 
into fatal accidents.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Every ‘beat’ 
counts, be it the mesmerizing beat of the 
‘Dhakis’ during Durga Pujo, or the heart 
beat that keep us going. Through India's 
oldest radio show, Mahishashuramardi-
ni, Birendra Krishna Bhadra's baritone 
voice has proclaimed Devi Paksha, and 
Bengalis all over the world are now in 
countdown mode to embrace its very own 
Durga Pujo. The beas of the ‘Dhaks’ have 
now become synonymous to the heart 
beats of Bengalis.

Every devotee's excitement is put in 
motion by the dhak's rhythms, which 
constitute the essence of Durga Puja. A 
missed heartbeat can be fatal, much as 
a missed dhak beat can ruin the rhythm 
of Dhunuchi Nach during Durga Puja. 
Manipal Hospitals recently hosted a spe-
cial CPR training session for Durga Pu-
ja's heart and soul, the Dhakis, on this 
World Heart Day with the theme "Don't 
Miss a Beat." The function began with 
CPR training specific to Dhakis, and then 
came the ceremonial function attended by 
ace director/actor/producer Shiboprasad 
Mukherjee, Director of the forthcoming 
film Raktabeej 2, as the chief guest. The 
highlight of the day was the Healthy Heart 
Patient Summit, where the patients nar-
rated inspiring tales of survival and se-
nior cardiologists and cardiac surgeons 
gave vital inputs on heart health.

MI News Service, Birbhum:  
In a move that has triggered 
sharp political backlash and 
anxiety among local traders, 
Visva-Bharati University has 
issued a controversial eviction 
order against roadside hawk-
ers just days before Durga 
Puja. On September 17, the 
university authorities circulat-
ed a notice declaring that no 
hawker would be allowed to 
operate along a 2.5-kilome-
tre stretch between the Vis-
va-Bharati International Guest 
House and the Fire Brigade 
intersection. The order directs 
all vendors to vacate the area 
within seven days, effectively 
dismantling businesses that 
have operated in the vicinity 
for decades.

The timing of the notice—
on the eve of Bengal’s biggest 
festival—has set off a storm. 
Traders, already preparing 
for the festive rush, now face 
the prospect of sudden dis-
placement. “We have been do-
ing business here for 25 to 30 
years. We don’t litter, we follow 
Visva-Bharati’s rules and main-
tain cleanliness. Why this deci-
sion now, just before Puja? If 
our business shuts down, how 
will we feed our families? How 
will our children study?” asked 
a distraught shopkeeper. Polit-
ical parties have seized on the 
issue. The Trinamool Congress 
accused the new Vice-Chan-
cellor of following the “same 
anti-people path” as his con-
troversial predecessor, Vidyut 
Chakraborty. “To deprive or-
dinary traders of their liveli-
hood before Puja is absolutely 
wrong,” the party declared. 
The Left echoed similar senti-
ments, demanding immediate 
withdrawal of the notice. 

MI News Service,  
Krishnaganj :  A youth 
drowned in a pond while 
allegedly trying to escape a 
police raid in Nadia’s Krish-
naganj on Monday night. 
His body was recovered on 
Tuesday morning, triggering 
tension and protests in the 
area. The deceased has been 
identified as Rama Biswas, a 
resident of the locality.

Police said they had gone 
to No. 9 Ghata area of Maj-
dia to investigate a burglary 
at an elderly woman’s house. 

During the probe, officers 
raided a gambling den in-
side a local mango orchard, 
where liquor consumption 
was also reported.

According to witnesses, 
three men tried to flee the 
spot. Two managed to es-
cape through the orchard, 
while Biswas jumped into 
an adjoining pond. He went 
missing immediately. Despite 
overnight searches, he could 
not be traced. Divers were 
deployed on Tuesday morn-
ing, and his body was fished 

out after a brief search.
Locals alleged that gam-

bling and liquor dens had 
been operating in the area 
for a long time, but repeated 
complaints to police went un-
heard. Bottles, glasses, and 
playing cards were recovered 
from the orchard during the 
raid, sources said.

The body has been sent for 
post-mortem. Biswas’s family 
members have accused po-
lice of negligence, while re-
sentment continues to brew 
in the locality.

MI News Service, North 24 
Pgs: Chaos erupted outside 
Barasat Court on Tuesday as 
tensions between protesting 
lawyers and police escalated 
into a violent scuffle, leaving a 
police officer seriously injured 
and several journalists hurt 
while covering the incident. 
The confrontation comes in the 
wake of recent allegations of 
attacks on lawyers in the court 
premises, which led to the 
arrest of several individuals. 
Tuesday marked the day the 
arrested were to be presented 
before the court, prompting 
a large contingent of lawyers 
to stage protests outside the 
court since morning.

According to eyewitnesses, 

the situation turned violent 
when police attempted to 
disperse the protesters. Multi-
ple vehicles were vandalized, 
and bricks were reportedly 
hurled at law enforcement 
personnel. During the chaos, 
a police officer sustained se-
vere injuries to his face, with 
blood gushing out, while sev-
eral journalists were also hurt 
in the melee. Former Deputy 
Police Commissioner Satyajit 
Banerjee condemned the at-
tack, stating: “The police were 
assaulted. Legal action will 
be taken against the accused 
under non-bailable sections. 
This cannot be treated as a 
minor incident.” Political re-
actions have further inflamed 

the situation. BJP leader Sajal 
Ghosh criticized police han-
dling of the protests, ques-
tioning whether the force 
was contributing to the dis-
order. Meanwhile, Trinamool 
Congress spokesperson Arup 
Chakraborty defended law 
enforcement, asserting that 
police acted with sensitivity 
and condemning the violent 
actions of some lawyers. The 
violent outbreak outside Bara-
sat Court has sent shockwaves 
through the district, raising 
serious questions about law 
and order, the management 
of protests, and the safety of 
both law enforcement person-
nel and the media in volatile 
situations.

MI News Service, Cooch 
Behar: A sudden bomb ex-
plosion at the residence of a 
Trinamool Congress leader 
in Dinhata late Tuesday night 
sent shockwaves through the 
Sahebganj Gram Panchayat 
area, raising serious security 
concerns on the eve of Durga 
Puja. The blast occurred at 
around 2 a.m. at the house of 
Kohinoor Khatun Bibi, former 
head of the Gram Panchayat, 
and Muzaffar Rahman Mintu, 
block president of the Trina-
mool Congress Minority Cell. 
A loud explosion shook the 
locality, causing widespread 
panic among residents. Smoke 
was seen billowing from the 
front of the house when Mintu 

rushed out after the incident.
Following the blast, local 

police from Sahebganj Police 
Station reached the scene and 
recovered a fresh unexplod-
ed device, intensifying con-
cerns about further attacks. 
Residents of the area have 
expressed alarm, noting that 
similar bombings were re-
ported late Tuesday night near 
Notun Bazar and the BDO of-
fice in Sahebganj. Reacting to 
the incident, Dinhata Block 2 
Trinamool Congress President 
Deepak Kumar Bhattacharya 
visited the site on Wednesday 
morning and demanded the 
immediate arrest of those re-
sponsible, calling for urgent 
restoration of peace. The lo-

cal administration confirmed 
that a thorough investigation 
is underway and heightened 
security measures are being 
implemented across the block. 
The incident has revived mem-
ories of a similar blast in Kat-
wa in July, where a homemade 
bomb exploded, resulting in 
one death, multiple injuries, 
and severe maiming. Reports 
suggest that the previous de-
vice was linked to a local Tri-
namool activist. With Durga 
Puja approaching, the Dinhata 
explosion has heightened fears 
among residents and raised 
pressing questions about law 
and order, security prepared-
ness, and the targeting of polit-
ical figures in volatile regions.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
In a unique blend of tradition 
and technology, the Institute 
of Engineering & Management 
(IEM), Kolkata, has created 
a 3D-printed idol of Goddess 
Durga using biodegradable 
Polylactic Acid (PLA). Devel-
oped under the IEM-UEM 
Group’s product development 
programme, the project high-
lights sustainability while re-
imagining cultural practices.

Guided by Prof. Dr. Saty-
ajit Chakrabarti, Director of 
IEM, the initiative reflects his 
vision of merging innovation 
with social responsibility. “Our 
3D Printing Lab is a platform 

to transform imagination into 
products. This idol shows 
how technology can serve 
eco-friendly outcomes,” he 
said.

The project also received 
support from Prof. Dr. 
Dwaipayan De, Head of Me-
chanical Engineering, and was 
mentored by Rimjhim Majum-

dar, Centre-in-Charge of the 
lab.

Equipped with advanced 
FDM and SLA printers, the 
lab is fast becoming a hub for 
robotics, biomedical devices, 
and product design. IEM now 
plans to add metal 3D printing 
to expand its role in industry 
and innovation.

MI News Service, Hooghly: 
Champdani Municipality Chair-
man Suresh Mishra made these 
remarks during his speech at 
the inauguration of a cold water 
machine at Adabi Society High 
Madrasa HS. He further stated 
that West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee has ensured 
equal status for every caste, re-
ligion, and creed in the state, 
without any discrimination. She 
often emphasizes that while re-
ligions may differ, celebrations 
are for everyone.

Adabi Society High Madrasa 
has fewer than two thousand 
students, and one of its big-
gest challenges is a shortage of 
teachers, along with several oth-
er issues. One pressing problem 
was the lack of drinking water. 
During the intense heat, stu-
dents faced significant difficul-
ties. In response, the madrasa’s 
teachers and administration 
committee met with Chairman 

Suresh Mishra to present their 
demands.

Acting promptly, Suresh Mish-
ra installed a cold filtered water 
machine. A small inauguration 
ceremony was held for this ini-
tiative, attended by almost all the 
teachers, students, and school 
administrators. The ceremony 
began with the singing of the 
national anthem. Teachers ex-
pressed their gratitude to Suresh 
Mishra with bouquets and a spe-
cial reading in his honor. At one 
point, the event resembled a po-

etry recital rather than a typical 
inauguration. Students also per-
sonally presented bouquets to all 
the guests.

Teachers highlighted the ser-
vices of Adabi Society High Ma-
drasa and thanked the chairman 
for his support. Guests spoke in 
his honor one by one. During 
his speech, Suresh Mishra ex-
pressed pride in being from West 
Bengal and Champdani. He be-
came emotional, stating that the 
event was not a political occa-
sion, though some people often 

spread hatred and hypocrisy. He 
added firmly that the residents 
of Champdani would not tolerate 
such negativity.

Referring to a Facebook post, 
he said, “Some people write, 
‘Why are you giving so much 
respect to Hindu leaders? Do 
not invite them to your events.’” 
Reading from the post, he con-
tinued: “If you have changed, 
where were we before? You 
stopped talking, and we stopped 
coming.”

Before the chairman’s ad-
dress, a madrasa student re-
quested that another cold water 
machine be installed, noting that 
one machine was insufficient for 
the number of students. Accept-
ing the request, Suresh Mishra 
assured that another water fil-
ter machine would be installed 
soon. The children and teachers 
were delighted and once again 
thanked Chairman Suresh Mish-
ra.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Cen-
tral Kolkata’s much-loved Young 
Boys Club Durga Puja, renowned 
for its grand artistry and socially 
conscious themes, is gearing up 
to celebrate its 56th year with a 
stirring tribute to India’s armed 
forces through the theme “Op-
eration Sindoor”. This year’s 
celebration promises to blend 
the spirit of devotion with a mes-
sage of national pride, drawing 
thousands to the vibrant pandal 
on Tara Chand Dutta Street, a 
landmark that connects Central 
Avenue with Rabindra Sarani.

The immersive pandal, de-
signed by artist Debshankar 
Mahesh, features striking in-

stallations that bring the theme 
to life. Visitors will see lifelike 
replicas of Indian Army tanks 
and missiles. The centerpiece 
of this tribute is the inclusion 
of two decorated women offi-
cers: Colonel Sophia Qureshi 
and Wing Commander Vyomika 
Singh. Their replicas stand as 
powerful symbols of women's 
strength and leadership in the 
military. Speaking to the media, 
Rakesh Singh, Chief Organiser 
of the Young Boys Club, said, 
“This year’s theme, ‘Operation 
Sindoor’, is our tribute to the 
brave soldiers of our nation 
who safeguard our country with 
courage and dedication.” On 

this Occasion, Vikrant Singh, 
Youth President of Young Boys 
Club, said, “This year’s theme 
is not just about decoration - it’s 
about devotion to the mother-

land and respect for the brave 
men and women of our armed 
forces.” Speaking to the me-
dia, Vinod Singh, Co-organiser 
of the Young Boys Club, said, 
“With ‘Operation Sindoor’, we 
want to honour the indomita-
ble spirit of our armed forces 
and remind everyone that the 
strength of Maa Durga lives 
within every soldier who pro-
tects our nation.” Sculptor Ku-
shadhwaj Bera has created the 
idol of Goddess Durga. While 
the pandal’s theme is modern 
and patriotic, the Durga idol it-
self retains its traditional style, 
creating a harmonious blend of 
old and new.

MI News Service, Nadia:  A routine morning 
patrol by Border Security Force (BSF) troops 
in Nadia turned into a major anti-smuggling 
operation on Thursday when jawans spotted 
suspicious activity in mango and banana or-
chards along the Indo-Bangladesh border.

According to officials, members of the 32nd 
Battalion noticed Bangladeshi and Indian 
smugglers hurling packets across the bor-
der. Indian counterparts were seen collecting 
them. The troops immediately swung into ac-
tion and managed to apprehend one suspect 
on the spot.

The team seized several packets and a mo-
bile phone during the raid. Upon inspection, 
the packets were found to contain six gold bis-
cuits weighing 719.2 grams, valued at around 
₹80.55 lakh.

A spokesperson for the South Bengal Fron-
tier praised the operation and urged border 
residents to share any information related to 
gold or other smuggling activities through the 
Seema Saathi helpline (14419) or WhatsApp 
(9903472227). He assured that credible infor-
mation would be suitably rewarded and the 
informant’s identity kept strictly confidential.

MI News Service, Hooghly:  In a shocking 
blow to local aquaculture, hundreds of fish- 
including Rui, Katla, Mrigel, and Bate- were 
found dead in a pomd in Bishpara, Chan-
drahati 1 Gram Panchayat, Magra, just days 
before Durga Puja. The estimate financial 
loss to the fish farmer is Rs10- 12 lakh. The 
pond, leased by Achinta Biswas, a resident 
of Taramalik Colony in Gopalpur, has been 

under his management for three years. Ac-
cording to Achinta Biswas, the pond was 
intact until 6:30 pm on Tuesday evening. 
The night guard, who was responsible for 
monitoring the pond, reported the mass fish 
death after 7:30 pm. Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the pond may have been 
poisoned deliberately, though the motive re-
mains unclear. 

Bengal
Youth Electrocuted 

While Fetching Water 
Amid Rains

Kolkata hosts CPR 
training for ‘Dhakis’

Visa-Bharati’s 
pre-puja eviction 

sparks uproar

Youth drowns while fleeing police raid in Nadia

Violence Erupts Outside Barasat Court: 
Policeman Injured, Tensions Soar

Bomb explodes at TMC 
leader’s house, panic in Dinhata

IEM’s 3D Printing Lab Crafts 
Eco-Friendly Durga Idol

CII Launches Digital Clinic to Support Digital Adoption amongst MSMEs

We Are Humans First, Hindus or Muslims Later: Suresh Mishra 

DURGA PUJO: Young Boys Club conceives “Operation Sindoor” as theme

BSF Foils Smuggling Bid in Nadia, 
Seizes Gold Worth ₹80 Lakh

Poisoned pond kills fish worth Rs12 lakh

Durga Pujo 2025

State Minister Aroop Biswas inaugurated the 71st year of Durgotsav of the traditional Panchadurga of Kamdahari Purbapara Recreation Club, in presence of 
Borough Chairman Tarkeshwar Chakraborty and Municipal Representative Gopal Roy, at Garia, in Kolkata on Wednesday.

ABECA staged a protest rally against CESC, accusing its negligence, poor maintenance, and failure to adopt 
modern technology, while condemning the deaths of people due to electrocution. The rally was held in Kolkata on 
Wednesday.

(L-R): Mr Sanjeev Chauhan, Vice President – Cloud Engineering, Oracle, Ms 
Swapna Bapat, Managing Director – India & SAARC, Palo Alto Networks, Mr 
Prosenjit Sengupta, Chairman, CII ER ICTE Sub-Committee and Group CDIO, 
ITC Ltd, Mr Krishan Ghei, Vice President & Business Head, Tata Communi-
cations, Mr Manojit Sengupta, Co- Chairman, CII ER, ICTE Sub-Committee 
& Delivery Centre Head, TCS, and Ms Zoha Khurshid, Deputy Director, CII 
Eastern Region at CII ICT East 2025
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Jaishankar calls for stronger Global
South solidarity for UN reform

Bihar polls would
mark beginning of
end of Modi govt's
'corrupt rule': Kharge

Blame game over electrocution
deaths during Kolkata deluge

From PG 1
intelligence, to ensure that de-
veloping countries are not left
behind in the evolving global
order. India has been consis-
tently championing the voice
of the Global South in interna-
tional forums and reiterating
its commitment to ensuring
that developing nations play a
meaningful role in shaping
the global agenda.  In the
high-level meeting, Jais-
hankar  met Singapore’s For-
eign Minister Vivian Balakr
ishnan, St Lucia’s Foreign

Minister Alva Baptiste and the
Foreign Minister of Somalia
Abdisalam Ali. He also inter-
acted with his Dutch counter-
part, David van Weel, where
he had an insightful conversa-
tion on European strategic
positioning and India’s ap-
proach. The External Affairs
Minister also met Danish For-
eign Minister Lars Løkke Ras-
mussen, where he discussed
the bilateral ties between
India and Denmark and
India-EU cooperation under
the Danish Presidency.  

From PG 1
lamp posts that we don't
own or maintain. One death
occurred when a victim
touched a traffic signal
kiosk," he said.' "We are
upset over the deaths. We
will be alert and ensure such
incidents do not happen,"
the CESC spokesperson said.
The discom also clarified in
a social media post that it
does not maintain street
lights and traffic lights.

"As a matter of abun-
dant caution considering
public safety, due to extreme
water-logging as a result of
incessant rainfall, supply to
certain areas continues to be
kept switched off proactively
by us. We shall be able to re-
store power only when we
are informed by the appro-
priate authorities that the
water has receded to safer
levels," CESC said in a post

on X . "Kindly note that
Street Light Poles and Traffic
lights are not owned, main-
tained or managed by CESC.
Our team is working round
the clock, monitoring the sit-
uation and we are in touch
with all appropriate author-
ities at all times. We are
sorry for the inconvenience
caused to you. Kindly bear
with us. Please take care
and continue to stay safe," it
said. CESC Limited is part of
the RP Sanjiv Goenka Group
led by billionaire Sanjiv
Goenka, who also owns IPL
cricket team Lucknow Super
Giants. It supplies electricity
to Kolkata and surrounding
areas such as Howrah. In a
social media post yesterday,
Chief Minister Banerjee had
expressed her condolences
to the families who lost their
own "on account of the neg-
ligence of the CESC". 

From PG 1
Adhikar Yatra' raised
awareness among the peo-
ple of Bihar, and they
openly came out in support
of Rahul Gandhi, he said.
“Today, our country is
grappling with many prob-
lems. These problems in-
clude economic slowdown,
unemployment, social po-
larisation, and the target-
ing and weakening of
autonomous constitutional
institutions,” Kharge said.
“The promise of ‘2 crore
jobs’ remains unfulfilled.
Youths are wandering
without employment. De-
monetisation and a flawed
GST have derailed the
economy. After eight years,
the Prime minister re-
alised his mistake. Now,
the same reforms have
been introduced in GST
that the Congress party
had been demanding from
day one,” Kharge said. He
also claimed “internal
strife” within the NDA al-
liance is now out in the
open. “Nitish Kumar has
been mentally retired by
the BJP. The BJP now con-
siders him a burden,” he
alleged. Noting that 80 per
cent of Bihar's population
belongs to the OBC, EBC,
and SC/ST categories,
Kharge said the public
wants transparency in
caste census and reserva-
tion policies. “The Con-
gress, along with its
alliance partners, will pro-
vide employment, educa-
tion, health, social justice,
and good governance to
the people of Bihar. 

From PG 1
said with pride. According to Bose, Oikotan has been
honoured with a slew of 'Sharad Samman' awards from
various Bengaluru- based organisations across differ-
ent categories like the  Best Theme Pandal, Best Idol,
Best Decoration, 'Sera Pujo' and the Best Bengali Cul-
tural Representation. "This year, the pandal theme fea-
tures the confluence of the power of the divine goddess
with the values and teachings enshrined in an iconic
scripture - Shrimad Bhagavad Gita. This profound idea
will take shape in an unprecedented display of visual
splendour never before witnessed in Bengaluru," the
Puja Committee President said.  Another prominent
Durga Puja organiser in this mega city is RT Nagar Socio
Cultural Trust. "The Trust will celebrate its 19th year
‘Durgotsav’ from September 27 to October 2 at Princess
Green, Gate No. 9, Palace Grounds. This year's theme,
"Mukti" , reflects liberation from fear, injustice, and spir-
itual bondage," said RT Nagar Socio Cultural Trust Chief
Secretary Sanjay Bhattacharjee. He said the pandal, de-
signed to reminisce memories of 'Kolkata Puja', is being
brought to life by skilled artisans from Kolkata, including
idol makers from Krishnanagar in Nadia district,
renowned for their intricate craftsmanship and story-
telling through clay. 

Dazzling Durga Puja pandals showcasing
‘Gita to Mukti’ come up in Bengaluru  

Mayor Hakim Visits Families of Electr-
ocution Victims, CM Assures Support

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The torrential downpour
that lashed Kolkata on
Tuesday night turned
deadly, claiming eight lives
across the city, including
seven within Kolkata limits.
On Wednesday morning,
Mayor and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Firhad
Hakim visited the homes of
two victims, where Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
personally spoke to the be-
reaved families over the
phone, assuring them of
government support. At
around 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, Hakim reached
the Ekbalpore residence of

Jitendra Singh, a Mominpur
resident who lost his life
after coming in contact with
electric current in the
flooded locality. Hakim
spoke with Singh’s family
members before moving on
to Thakurpukur, where he
met the relatives of another
victim, ShubhoPramanik. In
both houses, Banerjee
joined via phone from the
Mayor’s handset, express-
ing condolences and assur-
ing the families that they
would not be left alone in
their grief. She promised
state support and said steps
would be taken to assist the
kin of the deceased.

Books from College Street bookstores, soaked by recent
torrential rain, are being dried in the sun on the street
in Kolkata  on Wednesday.

The West Bengal ASECA organised a protest rally to
strengthen the rights of the ST community and address
issues such as fake ST certificates, exploitation of tribal
workers, and discrimination against tribal students. The
rally was held at Rani Rashmoni Road, in Kolkata on
Wednesday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at the Tridhara Sammilani Durga Puja
Mandap in Kolkata on Wednesday.

College Street Book Hub
Suffers Heavy Losses After
Kolkata Deluge

CM Mamata Inaugurates
Bhawanipore 75 Palli’s

61st Durga Puja
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday in-
augurated the grand Durga
Puja pandal of Bhawani-
pore 75 Palli, officially
marking the beginning of
the committee’s 61st year
of celebrations.Widely re-
garded as one of South
Kolkata’s most prominent
theme pujas, Bhawanipore
75 Palli has captivated the
city this year with its evoca-
tive theme “Binodini” — a
heartfelt tribute to Nati
Binodini, the trailblazing
19th-century theatre icon
who redefined the role of
women on the Bengali
stage.For 2025, the puja
committee has transformed
its pandal into a breathtak-
ing narrative space, bring-
ing to life Binodini’s
extraordinary journey
through dramatic art in-
stallations, intricate set de-
signs, thematic architect
ure, and immersive light-
and-sound storytelling. Vis-
itors are guided through
the stages of her life —
from her humble begin-
nings and rise to stardom,
to her association with cul-
tural stalwarts, and her
eventual spiritual retreat.

Born in 1862, Binodini Dasi
defied societal stigma to
become one of Bengal’s
most celebrated actresses,
starring in over 80 ac-
claimed plays under the
mentorship of Girish Chan-
dra Ghosh. Her stellar per-
formances in classics such
as Chaitanya Lila, Sitar
Bonobas, and Meghnad
Badh earned admiration
from luminaries like
Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay, Rabindranath
Tagore, and Sri Ramakr-
ishna Paramhansa. Her au-
tobiography Amar Katha
remains a landmark testi-
mony to the struggles and
triumphs of women in the
arts.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Subir Das, secretary of
Bhowanipur 75 Palli, said,
“We are deeply honoured
that the Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee inaugurated
our 61st Durga Puja 
pandal.  This year’s theme,
‘Binodini,’ is not just an
artistic tribute but also a re-
minder of the strength and
perseverance of women who
changed the cultural land-
scape of Bengal. Through
this pandal, we aim to keep
her story alive and inspire
future generations.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
While waterlogging across
the city left residents strug-
gling on Tuesday, another
tragedy unfolded quietly in
the heart of College Street,
Kolkata’s iconic book hub.
Millions of rupees worth of
books were destroyed after
torrential rain submerged
large parts of the area, leav-
ing booksellers grappling
with massive losses just
ahead of Durga Puja. On
Tuesday, heavy showers
turned many parts of the city
into waterlogged zones —
knee-deep in some stretches,
waist-deep in others. Reports
of electrocution deaths
poured in even as the civic
body scrambled to drain
water. 
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Name Change
I Biswajit Biswas. s/o Lt. Pitar Biswas
resident at vill Begopara, P.O-
dayabari, P.S:Ranaghat, Dist: nadia,
Pin:741256. That my father’s actual
name Spelling is Pitar Biswas. That
my father’s  Death  Certficate and  my
Madhyamik and H.S Certficate, my
father’s name recorded as Lt. Peter
Biswas instead of Lt.Piter Biswas vide
affidavit sworn before the 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Ranaghat on
23.09.2025. That my father Lt. Piter
Biswas and Peter Biswas was the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I  Soburon Nessa Bibi, Chhaburan
Nessa (Old Name) D/O -Abdul Muzid
Kazi (Old Name) W/O -Abdur Raz-
zaque Hafiz As per Passport, No.
(K8122084) Residing at-Hedaytulla
Rd. South Kazipara P.O. - Kazipara
P.S -Barasat , District - 24 Pgs. (N) I
have changed my name to Soburon
Nessa (New Name) D/O-Lt. Kazi
Abdul Muzid (New Name) W/O-Lt.
Hafiz Abdur Razzaque On
17/09/2025 I have changed my name
to Soburon Nessa Bibi, Chhaburan
Nessa (Old Name) D/O-Abdul Muzid
Kazi (Old Name) W/O -Abdur Raz-
zaque Hafiz (Old Name) and I am
Soburon Nessa (New Name) D/O -Lt.
Kazi Abdul Muzid (New Name) W/O
-Lt. Hafiz Abdur Razzaque became
known as one and the same person.

Name Change
I  Momotaj Bibi W/O Sk -Nasiruddin
Residing at- Vill+P.O:+P.S -Swarup-
nagar Dist.-24 Pgs.(N) My name is
written in the Birth Certificate(No.-
6540 Dated-23/08/11) of my daugh-
ter Suhana Khatun as Sk. Momotaj
Bibi Affidavit dated 20/09/2025 in
the Ld Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Basirhat Court Declared that my cor-
rect name Momotaj Bibi and Sk. Mo-
motaj Bibi are known as one and the
same person.

Name Change
I, Rizia Khatun Mondal (Old Name)
w/o. Md Mazem Hossain Mondal re-
siding at Barobalidanga, P.O.- Sripalli,
P.S.- Burdwan, Dist.- Purba Bard-
haman-713103, W.B., shall hence-
forth be known as Rizia Khatun (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Purba Bardhaman vide 
affidavit no.1442 dated 29.08.2025,
Rizia Khatun Mondal (Old Name) &
Rizia Khatun (New Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Lockman Mondal, Lokman Mondal
(Old Name) S/o Farjel Mandal Resid-
ing at Ganganandapur, Gazipur, Dis-
trict - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
743251, West Bengal India Have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Lookman Mondal
(New Name) as declared before the
Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 24-09-
2025. Lockman Mondal, Lokman
Mondal (Old Name) and Lookman
Mondal (New Name) both as same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sakila Begam (Old Name) W/o
Lookman Mondal Residing at Gan-
ganandapur, Gazipur, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743251,
West Bengal India Have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Chhakila Mandal (New
Name) as declared before the
Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 24-09-
2025. Sakila Begam (Old Name) and
Chhakila Mandal (New Name) both
as same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Monika Biswas (Old Name) W/o
Subrata Biswas Residing at Shimul-
tala Christian, P.o - Bongaon, District
- North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743235
West Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Manika Biswas (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 24-09-
2025. Monika Biswas   (Old Name)
and Manika Biswas (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hussain S Rangwala (Old Name)
S/o Saifuddin Abdulhussain Rang-
wala Residing at Al-Anwar Towers,
2nd Floor, Fl-2A 4, 16/1/F East Topsia
Road, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700046, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Hussain Rangwala
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 24-09-2025. Hussain S Rang-
wala  (Old Name) and Hussain Rang-
wala (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rabindranath Bhowmick, Ra-
bindranath Bhowmik, Rabindra Nath
Bhowmik (Old Name) S/o Kalipada
Bhaumik Residing at Shantipur
Purba Para, Shantipur, Mechada Dis-
trict - Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137,
West Bengal India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Rabindranath Bhaumik (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
11/2025 Dated 24-09-2025. Ra-
bindranath Bhowmick, Rabindranath
Bhowmik, Rabindra Nath Bhowmik
(Old Name) and Rabindranath Bhau-
mik (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, MEHUL GUPTA (old name) W/o
Umang Kumar Saraogi, residing at
DL-20,SALT LAKE CITY,SECTOR-
II,BIDHANNAGAR(M),NORTH 24
PGS-700091, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as MEHUL
SARAOGI (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 24/09/2025.
MEHUL SARAOGI (new name) and
MEHUL GUPTA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SULI BIBI W/o- TONIK
SK Residing at,   Vill- Kashipur Purba,
Post- Mohisasthali, Ps - Bhagwan-
gola, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742135,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that
I have Changed my name from SULI
BIBI To   SHIULI BIBI   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) SHIULI BIBI in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 16 Sept 2025,  SHI-
ULI BIBI and SULI BIBI  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ROFIK MONDAL S/o-
GAOCHHUL MONDAL Residing at,
Vill- Goaldanga,  Post- Kalyandaha,
Ps - Chapra, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741123,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that
I have Changed my name from ROFIK
MONDAL To   RAFIK MONDAL   (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name) RAFIK MON-
DAL in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 16
Sept 2025,  RAFIK MONDAL and
ROFIK MONDAL  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SK KUTUBUDDI S/o-
SK TAMSU Residing at,   Vill- Sat-
gharia,  Post- Milki, Ps - English-
bazar, Dist- Malda, Pin- 732211, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from SK KU-
TUBUDDI To   SK KUTUBUDDIN
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) SK KU-
TUBUDDIN in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 16 Sept 2025,  SK KUTUBUDDIN
and SK KUTUBUDDI  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOZAMMEL HOQUE S/o-
AJIMUDDIN MOMIN Residing at,   Vill-
Marupur Himmat Nagar,  Post- Khas
Chandpur, Ps - Kaliachak, Dist- Malda,
Pin- 732201, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my name
from MOZAMMEL HOQUE To   MO-
JAMMEL HAQUE MOMIN   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) MOJAMMEL HAQUE
MOMIN in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 16 Sept
2025,  MOJAMMEL HAQUE MOMIN
and MOZAMMEL HOQUE  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOHAMMED
AJIMUDDIN S/o- KOLIMUDDIN
MOMIN Residing at,   Vill- Shershahi
Agamilki,  Post- Shershahi, Ps - Kali-
achak, Dist- Malda, Pin- 732201,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that
I have Changed my name from MO-
HAMMED AJIMUDDIN To   AJIMUD-
DIN MOMIN   (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) AJIMUDDIN MOMIN in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn be-
fore the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 16 Sept 2025,
AJIMUDDIN MOMIN MOMIN and
MOHAMMED AJIMUDDIN  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SUBHAS CH DAS S/o-
KAMAL CHANDRA DAS Residing at,
Vill- Goaljan,  Post- Goaljan, Ps - Kha-
gra, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742188,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from SUBHAS
CH DAS To   SUBHAS CHANDRA DAS
(New name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name) SUBHAS
CHANDRA DAS in all purpose Vide an
affidavit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On 16
Sept 2025,  SUBHAS CHANDRA DAS
and SUBHAS CH DAS  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) BANI ESRAIL S/o- AYESH
MAHAMMAD SK Residing at,  Vill-
Nareshganj,  Post- Rajarampur, Ps - Lal-
gola, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742148,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from BANI ES-
RAIL To   BANI ESRAIL SK   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) BANI ESRAIL SK in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before the
notary public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 16 Sept 2025,  BANI ESRAIL
SK and BANI ESRAIL  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nusrin Warsi (old name) W/o Asif
Mohammad Kamal, residing at 23C,
Bright Street, P.S.- Karaya, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nasrin Warsi
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 24/09/2025. Nasrin
Warsi (new name) and Nusrin Warsi
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipak Saha(Old Name), Son Of
Bimal Kumar Saha, Residing At
Choto Chandpur,Bishnupur, Ra-
jarhat, North24parganas Kolkata-
700135, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Dipak Kumar Saha (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
09/09/2025. Dipak Saha And Dipak
Kumar Saha Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ASMAUL SK S/o- AMAN-
ULLA SEKH Residing at,  Vill- Now-
para,  Post- Kumarsanda, Ps - Kandi,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742136, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from ASMAUL SK
To   JASIMUDDIN SEIKH   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) JASIMUDDIN SEIKH in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 16 Sept 2025,  JASIMUD-
DIN SEIKH and ASMAUL SK  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anamitra Biswas (old name) W/o
Partha Ghosh, residing at Flat-403,
33/4/3, KNC Lane, Shibpur, Howrah,
Pin- 711102, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Anamitra
Ghosh (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 24/09/2025.
Anamitra Ghosh (new name) and
Anamitra Biswas (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sufiya Mondal(Old Name), Wife Of
Mahfujur Rahman Laskar, Residing
At Vill-Morigachi, Po-Patra, Ps-Dia-
mond Harbour, 743368, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Sufiya
Laskar (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 24/09/2025. Sufiya Mon-
dal  And Sufiya Laskar Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sumit Kumar Kedia (old name) son
of Shashi Kumar Kedia, residing at P
63 Block D, New Alipore, Kolkata-
700053, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sumit Kedia (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit No 26 dated 22/09/2025. Sumit
Kedia (new name) and Sumit Kumar
Kedia (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Iftikhar Ahmed (old name) son of
Hazi Mushtaque Ahmed, residing at
3/7A,TILJALA LANE, BALLYGUNGE,
KOLKATA-700019, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Iftekhar
Ahmed (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/09/2025.
Iftekhar Ahmed (new name) and
Iftikhar Ahmed (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sankar Ghosh (Old Name),Son Of
Kanai Lal Ghosh,Residing At Nata-
gram, Gaighata, North24parganas -
743249, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sankar Kumar Ghosh(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
23/09/2025. Sankar Ghosh And
Sankar Kumar Ghosh Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Mominul Islma (old name) S/o
Sekh Nazrul Islam, residing at Vill-
Sindri Para, P.O.- Kalyan Pur, Dist.-
Howrah, Pin- 711303, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sekh
Mominul Islam (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
24/09/2025. Sekh Mominul Islam
(new name) and Sk Mominul Islma
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rafick Islam Sk (old name) S/o Sekh
Jahadur Rahaman, residing at
KAMDEVPUR, PO MOLLAHAT,SUB
DIS SHYAMPUR -1 HOWRAH PIN
711314, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Rafik Islam Sk
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 24/09/2025. Rafik Islam
Sk (new name) and Rafick Islam Sk
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I,Mita Banerjee & Roy Mita(Old
Name), Wife Of Debasish Bandyopad-
hyay,Residing At  East Tentul
Beria,Rajpur Sonarpur,Panchpota,
South 24 Parganas,700152,West Ben-
gal,Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Mita
Ray(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 24/09/2025.Mita Banerjee
& Roy Mita And Mita Ray Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Akramul Haque(Old Name) Son Of
Sk Golam Mohiuddin , Residing At
Vill-Bankanagar,P.O-Natibpur,P.S-
Khanakul,Dist-Hooghly,712416, West
Bengal, India, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sk Akramul Haque(New
Name), As Declared Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata, Vide An Affi-
davit Dated 24/09/2025. Sk Akramul
Haque (New Name) And Akramul
Haque (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tapan Purkit (old name) S/o Ashok
Purakait, residing at Panchpota Ba-
hanna Pally, P.S.- Sonarpur, Dist.-
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700152, West Ben-
gal, India, My Driving Licence No.
WB20 20100282657, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Tapan Purakait (new
name), as declared Before The Ld 1st
class judicial Magistrate at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 18/08/2025.
Tapan Purakait (new name) and
Tapan Purkit (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MURCHHALIM SHAIKH
S/o- RAJAR ALI SEKH Residing at,
Vill- Jasohari,  Post- Jasohari, Ps -
Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742147, West Bengal. Do hearby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from MURCHHALIM SHAIKH To
MURCHHALIM SEKH   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) MURCHHALIM SEKH in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 16 Sept 2025,
MURCHHALIM SEKH and MURCH-
HALIM SHAIKH  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Prakriti Manna (old name) S/o Late
Chittaranjan Manna, residing at Vill-
Reapara, P.O.- Reapara, P.S.- Nandi-
gram, Dist.- East Medinipur, Pin-
721650, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Prakriti Ranjan
Manna (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Ld. Judicial Magistrate at
Haldia, vide an affidavit No. 10317,
dated 16/09/2025. Prakriti Ranjan
Manna (new name) and Prakriti
Manna (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Akbar Ali (old name)
S/o Ashraf Ali, residing at 37/4/A/1A,
KABITIRTHA SARANI, P.O.- KHIDER-
PORE, P.S.- WATGUNJ, KOLKATA,
WEST BENGAL, PIN- 700023, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Md Akbar Ali
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 24/09/2025. Md Akbar
Ali (new name) and Mohammad
Akbar Ali (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dayamoy Kirtania (old name) son of
Debdas Kirtania, residing at KR-
ISHNA NAGAR, P.O.- BERGOOM, P.S.-
Gobardanga, North 24 Parganas,
743263, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Dayamay Kirtania
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 23/09/2025. Dayamay
Kirtania (new name) and Dayamoy
Kirtania (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bijon Bhowmik & Bijan Bhowmik
(old name) son of Ranjit Bhaumik, re-
siding at 21 Baghajatin Road, PS-
Baranagar, North 24 Pgs, Pin-
700036, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Bijan bhaumik
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 19/09/2025. Bijan bhau-
mik  (new name) and Bijon Bhowmik
& Bijan Bhowmik (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I Imamul Sekh (Old Name), S/O Sk
Liyakat Ali , R/O Chuadanga, Krish-
narampur, Chanditala, Hooghly -
712705, West Bengal, Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Imamul Sk (New Name),
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 23/09/2025,
That Imamul Sk (New Name) & Ima-
mul Sekh (Old Name) All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nurul Haque Molla(Old Name),Son
Of Late Mohammad Yaqub Molla,Re-
siding At Q-639/3 S.A Faruqi Road,Ps
- Rajabagan,Po - Garden Reach,
Kolkata - 700024,West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Nurul
Haque(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 24/09/2025.Nurul Haque
Molla And Nurul Haque Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tarun Kumar Guha(Old Name),
Son Of Pijush Kanti Guha,Residing At
137 Vip Road, Phase-2, Block -2, Flat
-4b, Natural Height Complex,Bidhan-
nagar, 700052, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Tarun Guha(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
23/09/2025. Tarun Kumar Guha And
Tarun Guha Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rehana Bibi (old name) W/o Sekh
Razzaque Ali, residing at Palpakuria,
Kazipara, Dist.- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700125, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Rehana
Begum (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 24/09/2025.
Rehana Begum (new name) and Re-
hana Bibi (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asim Debnath (old name) S/o Late
Promotho Debnath, residing at 38G,
Bedia Danga Road, PO- Tiljala, PS-
Kasba, Kolkata-700039, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Ashim
Debnath (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 24/09/2025.
Ashim Debnath (new name) and Asim
Debnath (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: The Amrit
Bharat Express connecting
Brahmapur (Odisha) with
Udhna (Surat, Gujarat) will
be flagged off by Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi Ji on 27th Sep-
tember 2025 through video
conferencing.

On its inaugural run,
the train will depart from
Brahmapur Railway Station
at 1200 hrs on 27th Sep-
tember 2025. The schedule
for the regular run of this
train will be notified
shortly.

Benefit to Migrant
Workers from Brahmapur
& Ganjam District:

This service will be of
special benefit to the many
workers from Brahmapur
and Ganjam districts em-
ployed in and around Surat.
It will offer them a safer,
more comfortable, quicker
and more reliable mode of
travel for return journeys,
family visits and for other
travel needs—supporting
connectivity, lowering
travel burden and con-
tributing to socio-economic
welfare of these communi-
ties.Key Features of the
Amrit Bharat Express:

The new Amrit Bharat

Express is designed with
modern amenities and
safety features, especially
for non-AC / sleeper / gen-
eral-segment passengers.
Some of its features in-
clude:

Fully non-AC trainset
with combination of Gen-
eral (unreserved) and
Sleeper class coaches, plus
a Pantry Car, and guard/dis-
abled-friendly rakes.

Improved interior aes-
thetics: Better design of
seats and berths, more
comfortable look & feel on
lines similar to Vande
Bharat Sleeper. Semi-auto-
matic / semi-permanent
couplers to reduce jerk dur-
ing start/stop, thus improv-
ing ride comfort.

Push-pull operation: lo-
comotives at both ends of
train in some versions, im-
proving acceleration, brak-
ing, turnaround, especially
through curves and speed
restricted sections.

Safety features:
Crash-worthy design im-

provements.
CCTV cameras in all

coaches and in luggage
areas.

Fire suppression systems
(aerosol based) in toilets
and electrical compart-
ments.

EP-assisted braking system.
Emergency talk-back sys-

tem for communication be-
tween passengers and
guard/train manager.

Improved passenger

conveniences:
USB Type-A and Type-C

charging sockets with mo-
bile charging points and
holders by seats.

Upgraded toilets (modular
design, water-sensors, im-
proved hygiene).

Fully sealed gangways be-
tween coaches with quick
release mechanisms for
safe movement.

Foldable snack tables,
bottle holders, improved
lighting (LED), and better
ladder design for ease of
access to berths.

Emphasis on affordabil-
ity: Amrit Bharat trains are
aimed at serving lower in-
come / lower-middle in-
come travelers, non-AC
segments, ensuring en-
hanced comfort without
steep fare hikes, aligning
with policy of inclusive, af-
fordable rail travel.

Railway is confident
that this new train service
will significantly enhance
transport connectivity be-
tween Odisha and Gujarat,
while offering dignity,
safety, comfort and eco-
nomic benefit to the travel-
ling public — especially the
large community of work-
ers from Brahmapur &
Ganjam.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Eastern Railway is gearing up to op-
erate a large number of special trains through Bihar during the
upcoming festive season of Durga Puja, Diwali and Chhath Puja,
ensuring smooth and comfortable travel for lakhs of passengers.
Every year, the demand for travel during these festivals surges
as millions of people return home to celebrate with their families,
and this year, Indian Railways has significantly increased the
number of trains passing through Bihar to meet this massive de-
mand. Recognizing the importance of these festivals for the peo-
ple of Bihar and neighbouring states, Eastern Railway has
scheduled 268 trips of Puja special trains, creating lakhs of ad-
ditional berths. A total of 16 pairs of special trains will run in
various directions through out the country, with many of them
routed through Bihar to directly benefit passengers of the state.

Among the major trains serving Bihar are the 03403/03404
Howrah – Raxaul – Howrah Puja Special, 03135/03136 Sealdah
– Patna – Sealdah Puja Special, 03187/03188 Kolkata – Mad-
hubani – Kolkata Puja Special, 03131/03132 Sealdah – Gorakh-
pur – Sealdah Puja Special, 03107/03108 Kolkata – Lucknow –
Kolkata Puja Special, 03007/03008 Howrah – Khatipura –
Howrah Puja Special, and 03109/03110 Kolkata – Vadodara –
Kolkata Puja Special. These services are expected to provide
huge relief to Bihar-bound passengers, especially migrant work-
ers, students and families returning home for celebrations.

The special trains will touch key destinations in Bihar, in-
cluding Patna, Rajendra Nagar, Hajipur, Sonpur, Muzaffarpur,
Darbhanga, Madhubani, Sitamarhi, Samastipur, Chhapra,
Siwan, Gaya, Dehri-on-Sone, Sasaram, Ara, Buxar, Bhagalpur,
Jamalpur, Jhajha, Kiul, Mokama, Sultanganj, Luckeesarai, Kazra
and Abhaipur. By covering such an extensive network, Eastern
Railway ensures that both urban centres and smaller towns in
Bihar are well connected to major cities like Howrah, Sealdah
and Kolkata Terminal.

For Bihar, these trains are more than just festival specials
– they are a lifeline of reunion and togetherness, enabling
thousands of families to travel back home to their roots.
Every year, Durga Puja, Diwali and Chhath are celebrated
with immense enthusiasm in the state, drawing people from
across India and these special services ensure that distance
does not become a barrier.

By arranging such an elaborate network of Puja specials,
Eastern Railway has once again reaffirmed its commitment to
the people of Bihar, ensuring that the joy of the festive season is
matched with safe, convenient and reliable travel.

Amrit Bharat Express between Brahmapur and Udhna
(Surat) to be flagged off by Hon’ble Prime Minister

FESTIVE RUSH MADE EASY: EASTERN RAILWAY
STRENGTHENS BIHAR CONNECTIVITY BY RUN-
NING SPECIAL TRAINS FOR DIWALI & CHHAT

MI News Service, Delhi: German Ambassador to India
Philipp Ackermann welcomed Indian workers in Germany
on Wednesday, highlighting the country’s stable migration
policies. Ackermann said that Germany stands out with its
stable migration policies and offers great job opportunities
for Indians in IT, management, science, and technology.

“This is a good moment to talk about Indians working
in Germany. Indians are among the top earners in Ger-
many. The average Indian working in Germany earns
more than the average German. And that’s pretty good
news. Because a high salary means that Indians are con-
tributing big time to our society and our welfare,” he said.
He highlighted that German immigration policies are not
haphazard, taking a dig at the US, which made the visa
process more complex. “We believe in hard work and we
believe in giving the best jobs to the best people. Our mi-
gration policy works a bit like a German car. It’s reliable,
it is modern, it is predictable. It will go in a straight line
with no zigzags. And you don’t have to fear a full break at
a top speed. We do not change our rules fundamentally
over time. Highly skilled Indians are welcome in Germany.
If you want to find out what Germany has to offer, click on
the link tree below. I’m sure you’ll find surprising oppor-
tunities,” he said.

“Highly skilled Indians are welcome”: German Envoy

invites applications to work amid US’ H1B Visa row

MI News Service, Quetta: At
least 12 people, including
women and children, were
injured after the Jaffar Ex-
press passenger train,
heading to Quetta, was
targeted in a bomb blast in
the Spizend area of Mas-
tung in Pakistan's
Balochistan province, local
media reported on
Wednesday.

According to railway
officials, six bogies of the
train, which was travelling
from Peshawar to Quetta,
derailed following the ex-
plosion, with one bogie
overturning. The blast
caused injuries to several
passengers on board, Pak-
istan’s leading daily Dawn
reported.

This was the second
blast in the same area
within 10 hours. On Tues-
day morning, an explosion
occurred near the main
track connecting Balochis-
tan to other parts of the
country, just as the Pe-
shawar-bound Jaffar Ex-
press was preparing to
depart from Quetta Rail-
way Station. The train was
briefly stopped but al-
lowed to resume its jour-
ney after security
clearance, as the track
had not been damaged.

Police officials con-
firmed that an explosive
device planted on the
track was detonated as the
Quetta-bound train passed
through Spizend. Follow-
ing the blast, security
forces and local police
rushed to the site and
evacuated the injured to
nearby health facilities.
Railway authorities said
the train was carrying

around 270 passengers at
the time. The damaged
portion of the track is ex-
pected to be repaired after
security clearance on
Wednesday, and train op-
erations in the area will
remain disrupted during
the repair work.

Earlier this year, the
Jaffar Express was also at-
tacked during a hijacking
by the Baloch Liberation
Army’s (BLA) Majeed
Brigade. On March 11, the
train, travelling from
Quetta to Peshawar, was
forced to halt after the
track in the Dhabar area
of Bolan Pass was blown
up. More than 400 passen-
gers were taken hostage,
and the standoff lasted
over 24 hours. The BLA
claimed to have killed at
least 20 of the abducted
security personnel during
the incident.

The latest attack on
the Jaffar Express under-
scores ongoing security
concerns in Balochistan,
highlighting persistent
threats to civilian and rail-
way infrastructure in the
region. Authorities con-
tinue to investigate the in-
cident and strengthen
security measures along
vulnerable railway
stretches.

Bomb Blast on Jaffar Express in 
Balochistan Injures 12, Six Bogies Derail

Name Change
I, (Old Name) NURSAD SK S/o- HAIT-
ULLA SK Residing at,  Vill- Nutangram,
Post- Natungram, Ps - Kandi, Dist- Mur-
shidabad, Pin- 742140, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed my
name from NURSAD SK To   NURSAD
ALI   (New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) NURSAD ALI
in all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 16 Sept 2025,  NUR-
SAD ALI and NURSAD SK  both are
Same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Colombo:
Indian Navy Chief Admiral Di-
nesh K. Tripathi held exten-
sive discussions with Sri
Lankan Prime Minister
HariniAmarasuriya in
Colombo, focusing on en-
hancing bilateral maritime
cooperation and strengthen-
ing defence ties between the
two nations. Admiral Tripathi,
who arrived in Colombo on
Tuesday for a four-day visit,
met the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister to deliberate on key
issues, including maritime se-
curity, naval training, and ca-
pacity-building initiatives.

In a post on X, the Indian
Navy stated, “The interaction

encompassed wide-ranging
discussions on the enduring
partnership between India
and Sri Lanka in the maritime
domain, reaffirming commit-
ment to strengthening bilat-
eral defence cooperation
through enhanced operational
engagements, capacity-build-
ing initiatives, and participation
in multilateral forums such as
International Fleet Review,
MILAN, and the Admiral’s Cup
Regatta.” Prime Minister Ama-
rasuriya highlighted the
strategic importance of the
ocean for maritime nations,
stressing the need for collec-
tive efforts to safeguard
shared maritime resources.

Indian Navy Chief Holds Strategic Talks
with Sri Lankan Prime Minister in Colombo
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MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  The Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi, has approved the 
doubling of Bakhtiyarpur – Ra-
jgir – Tilaiya single railway line 
section (104 km) in Bihar with 
total cost of Rs. 2,192 crore (ap-
prox.).

The project covering four 
Districts in the state of Bihar 
will increase the existing net-
work of Indian Railways by 
about 104 Kms.

Project section also provides 
rail connectivity to promi-
nent destinations such as Ra-
jgir (Shanti Stupa), Nalanda, 
Pawapuri etc. attracting pil-
grims and tourists from across 
the country.

 Multi-tracking projects will 
enhance connectivity to ap-
prox. 1,434 villages and about 

13.46 lakh population and two 
Aspirational Districts (Gaya and 
Nawada).

 This is an essential route for 
transportation of commodities 
such as coal, cement, clinker, 
fly ash etc. The capacity aug-
mentation works will result 
in additional freight traffic of 
magnitude 26 MTPA (Million 
Tonnes Per Annum). The Rail-
ways being environment friend-
ly and energy efficient mode of 
transportation, will help both 
in achieving climate goals and 
minimizing logistics cost of the 
country, reduce oil import (5 
Crore Litres) and lower CO2 
emissions (24 Crore Kg) which 
is equivalent to plantation of 1 
(One) Crore trees.

The enhanced line capacity 
will improve mobility, providing 
enhanced efficiency and service 
reliability for Indian Railways. 

The multi-tracking proposal 
will ease operations and re-
duce congestion, providing the 
much-required infrastructural 
development on the busiest sec-
tions across Indian Railways. 
The projects are in line with 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi’s vision of a New India 
which will make people of the 
region “Atmanirbhar” by way 
of comprehensive development 
in the area which will enhance 
their employment/ self-employ-
ment opportunities.

The projects are planned on 
PM-Gati Shakti National Master 
Plan with focus on enhancing  
multi-modal connectivity & lo-
gistic efficiency through inte-
grated planning and stakehold-
er consultations. These projects 
will provide seamless connec-
tivity for movement of people, 
goods, and services.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  Recognizing the strate-
gic and economic importance of 
the maritime sector, the Union 
Cabinet, chaired by Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, to-
day approved a comprehensive 
package of Rs.69,725 crore to 
revitalize India’s shipbuilding 
and maritime ecosystem. The 
package introduces a four-pillar 
approach designed to strengthen 
domestic capacity, improve long-
term financing, promote green-
field and brownfield shipyard 
development, enhance technical 
capabilities and skilling, and 
implement legal, taxation, and 

policy reforms to create a robust 
maritime infrastructure. 

Under this package, the Ship-
building Financial Assistance 
Scheme (SBFAS) will be extended 
until 31 March 2036 with a total 
corpus of Rs.24,736 crore. The 
scheme aims to incentivize ship 
building in India and includes a 
Shipbreaking Credit Note with 
an allocation of Rs.4,001 crore. A 
National Shipbuilding Mission will 
also be established to oversee the 
implementation of all initiatives.

 In addition, the Maritime 
Development Fund (MDF) has 
been approved with a corpus of 
Rs.25,000 crore to provide long-

term financing for the sector. This 
includes a Maritime Investment 
Fund of Rs.20,000 crore with 49% 
participation from the Govern-
ment of India and an Interest 
Incentivization Fund of Rs.5,000 
crore to reduce the effective 
cost of debt and improve proj-
ect bankability. Furthermore, 
the Shipbuilding Development 
Scheme (SbDS), with a budget-
ary outlay of Rs.19,989 crore, 
aims to expand domestic ship-
building capacity to 4.5 million 
Gross Tonnage annually, sup-
port mega shipbuilding clusters, 
infrastructure expansion, estab-
lish the India Ship Technology 
Centre under the Indian Mari-
time University, and provide risk 
coverage, including insurance 
support for shipbuilding proj-
ects.

The overall package is ex-
pected to unlock 4.5 million 
Gross Tonnage of shipbuilding 
capacity, generate nearly 30 
lakh jobs, and attract invest-

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  In recognition of 
the excellent performance 
by the railway staff, the 
Union Cabinet chaired by 
the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi today ap-
proved payment of Produc-
tivity Linked Bonus (PLB) 
of 78 days for Rs.1865.68 
crore to 10,91,146 railway 
employees.

Payment of PLB to el-
igible railway employee 
is made each year before 
the Durga Puja / Dussehra 
holidays.  This year also, 
PLB amount equivalent to 
78 days’ wages is being 
paid to about 10.91 lakh 
non-gazetted railway em-
ployees.  The payment of 
PLB acts as an incentive 
to motivate the railway 
employees for working to-
wards improvement in the 
performance of the Rail-
ways.

The maximum payable 
amount of PLB equiva-
lent to 78 days’ wages 
for each eligible railway 
employee is Rs.17,951/-.  
The above amount will be 
paid to various categories, 
of railway staff like Track 
maintainers, Loco Pilots, 
Train Managers (Guard), 
Station Masters, Supervi-
sors, Technicians, Techni-
cian Helpers, Pointsman, 
Ministerial Staff and other 
Group ‘C’ staff.

The performance of 
Railways in the year 
2024-25 was very good.  
Railways loaded a record 
cargo of 1614.90 Million 
Tonnes and carried nearly 
7.3 billion passengers.

MI News Service, Asansol:  As 
part of ongoing initiatives under 
the Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar 
Abhiyaan (SNSPA), Asansol Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway organized 
a special event on women’s health 
and empowerment at the newly 
inaugurated Jasidih Health Unit 
today, marking a milestone for the 
division’s medical facilities. The 
Health Unit was formally inau-
gurated by Dr. Nataraj Basappa, 
Principal Chief Medical Director, 
Eastern Railway, Kolkata enabling 
specialized healthcare services 
for railway employees and their 
families in the Jasidih area.

The program was attended by 
senior railway medical and ad-
ministrative officials along with 
paramedical staff from Madhupur 
and Asansol. It was anchored by 
senior medical officials.

The event featured expert pre-
sentations covering key aspects 
of women’s health and family 
well-being including gynecolog-
ical issues and menstrual hy-
giene, immunization and pediat-
ric health, impact of osteoporosis 
and balanced diet and preventive 
health measures.

An interactive quiz competition 
engaged participants with prizes 
awarded to winners. The program 
concluded with a vote of thanks 
from the medical administration.

The newly operational Jasidih 
Health Unit will provide daily 
medical services (except holi-
days) supported by paramedical 
staff including pharmacists and 
dressers with medicines avail-
able upon prescription by Rail-
way Doctors.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  The Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs chaired by 
the Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi today has approved 
the Construction of 4-lane Sa-
hebganj-Areraj-Bettiah section 
of the NH-139W in Bihar on 
Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) 
with a total project length of 
78.942 km and total capital cost 
of Rs.3,822.31 crore.

The proposed four-lane 
greenfield project is to improve 
connectivity between the State 
Capital Patna with Bettiah con-
necting the North Bihar Dis-
tricts of Vaishali, Saran, Siwan, 
Gopalganj, Muzaffarpur, East 
Champaran and West Cham-
paran up to the areas along the 
Indo-Nepal border. The project 
will support the movement of 
long-distance freight traffic, 
improve access to key infra-
structure and facilitate region-

al economic development by 
improving connectivity to agri-
cultural zones, industrial areas, 
and cross-border trade routes.

The project will connect sev-
en PM Gati Shakti economic 
Nodes, six Social Nodes, eight 
Logistic Nodes, nine Major 
Tourism and Religious Centers 
by improving access to key her-
itage and Buddhist tourist sites 
including the Kesariya Buddha 
Stupa (Sahebganj), Somesh-
warnath Mandir (Areraj), Jain 
Mandir and Vishwa Shanti 
Stupa (Vaishali), and Maha-
vir Temple (Patna), thereby 
strengthening the Buddhist cir-
cuit and international tourism 
potential of Bihar.

The NH-139W has been 
planned to provide a high-speed 
connectivity to alternate routes 
that are presently congested 
and geometrically deficient, 
and pass-through built-up ar-

eas and will serve as an import-
ant link to the NH-31, NH-722, 
NH-727, NH-27 and NH-227A.

The proposed greenfield 
alignment will support average 
vehicular speeds of 80 km/h 
against the design speed of 
100 km/h. This will reduce the 
overall travel time between Sa-
hebganj and Bettiah, from 2.5 
hours to 1 hours, compared 
to existing alternatives, while 
offering safe, fast and unin-
terrupted connectivity for both 
passenger and freight vehicles.

The proposed project with 
length of 78.94 km will gener-
ate close to 14.22 lakh man-
days of direct employment and 
17.69 lakh man-days of indi-
rect employment. The project 
will also induce additional em-
ployment opportunities due to 
increase in economic activity 
in the vicinity of the proposed 
corridor.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:  Indian 
Railways is pleased to an-
nounce the services of Am-
rit Bharat express between 
Brahmapur and Surat 
(Udhna) connecting Odisha 
to Gujrat, linking multiple 
key districts across multiple 
states i.e Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Ma-

harashtra and Gujarat. This 
new train services will boost 
the economical and indus-
trial mobility by connecting 
mineral, textile and trade 
hubs, supporting business 
and workforce movement.

The inaugural train will 
be flagged off from Brah-
mapur railway station 
by Hon’ble Prime Minis-

ter Shri Narendra Modi, 
through video conferenc-
ing from Jharsuguda on 
27th September (Satu-
day, tentatively at 12:00 
Hrs. The train will run 
via Vizianagaram – Ray-
agada-Titlagarh – Raipur 
– Nagpur – Bhusaval, con-
necting major towns and 
cities.  

The Amrit Bharat train 
services will enhance the 

travel experience of passen-
gers through modern LHB 
coaches, improved seating 
arrangements and modern 
onboard facilities. Further 
the train will enhance the 
travel convenience for pas-
sengers by reducing travel 
time and eliminating the 
need of change of multiple 
trains.

Inaugural train details:
Train No. 09022 Brahma-

pur- Surat (Udhna) Amrit 
Bharat Express will depart 
from Brahmapur on Sat-
urday, 27th September  at 
12:00 hrs and will reach Su-
rat (Udhna) at 21:00 hrs on 
the next day.

The train will halt at 
major stations including 
Palasa, Vizianagaram, Ray-
agada, Titlagarh, Raipur, 

Nagpur, Bhusaval and 
Nandurbar.

Other Stoppages (Both 
directions) :

Srikakulam, Bobbili, 
Parvatipuram, Sungarpur 
road, Muniguda, Kesinga, 
Kantabanji, Khariar Road, 
Mahasamund, Lakholi, 
Durg, Gondia, Wardha, 
Badnera, Akola, Malka-
pur, Jalgaon, Dharangaon, 
Amalner, Sindkheda, Don-
daicha, Navapur, Vyara 
and Bardoli.

Coach Composition:
The train will consist 

of 22 coaches including 
General Second Class sit-
ting- 11 coaches, Sleeper 
Class-08 coaches, Second 
class cum luggage van- 02 
coaches and Pantry Car-
01.

This inaugural run is 
a prelude to the intro-
duction of regular Train 
No. 19021/19022 Udhna–
Brahmapur–Udhna Amrit 
Bharat Express, details of 
which will be notified sep-
arately.

The introduction of the 
Amrit Bharat Express is not 
just about a new train, but 
about giving passengers 
a faster, safer, and more 
affordable journey while 
strengthening the bridge of 
connectivity between West-
ern and Eastern India. The 
Amrit Bharat Express is a 
significant step towards 
strengthening long-dis-
tance rail connectivity. 
With its modern design, 
affordable fares, and ener-
gy-efficient LHB coaches, 
this service will particu-
larly benefit middle-class 
passengers who depend 
on economical travel while 
contributing to regional 
growth and people-centric 
development.

It reflects Indian Rail-
ways’ commitment to 
modern, people-centric 
services that support both 
mobility and regional de-
velopment.

Cabinet approves doubling of Bakhtiyarpur – 
Rajgir – Tilaiya single railway line section (104 
Km) in Bihar with total cost of Rs. 2,192 crore

Cabinet approves Rs.69,725 crore Package to 
Revitalize India’s Shipbuilding and Maritime Sector

Cabinet approves Construction of 4-lane Sahebganj-Areraj-Bettiah 
section of the NH-139W in Bihar on Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) with a 

total project length of 78.942 km worth  Rs.3,822.31 crore

Odisha to Gujarat, Smoother and Affordable: 
Amrit Bharat Express Flag-Off from Brahmapur to Surat(Udhna)

Public Notice
This is to inform all the public 
that the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change has 
obtained a clearance certificate 
for the mining of Santoshpur 
Black Stone Deposit at J.L No-
13, Plot No-128 (P), 129(P), 
130(P), 131(P), 132(P), 133(P), 
134(P), in Santoshpur Mouza 
under Murarai Police Station 
of Birbhum District. Detailed  
information can be found on the 
website https://parivesh.nic.in.

Serajul Islam Khan 
(Proprietor) 

Santoshpur Black Stone Deposit

All the tenders issued by CIL and its subsidiaries for  
procurement of Goods, Works & Services are available 
on 
(i) Website of Coal India Limited: www.coalindia.in, 
(ii) Website of ECL: www.easterncoal.nic.in, 
(iii) CIL e-Procurement Portal: 
       www.coalindiatenders.nic.in 
(iv) Central Public Procurement Portal: 
     www.eprocure.gov.in. In addition, procurement is 
also done through GeMPortal: www.gem.gov.in 

(By Order)
ECL

CBC 04106/12/0049/2526

Cabinet approves 
Productivity Linked 
Bonus for 78 days to 
railway employees

Inauguration of Jasidih Health 
Unit and Swasth Nari Sashakt 
Parivar abhiyaan event held 

across Asansol division

ments of approximately Rs.4.5 
lakh crore into India’s maritime 
sector. 

Contact No.: 9433421262
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Kolkata : Dr Imran Ahmed,   bAs World Heart Day draws
near, doctors in Kolkata are urging citizens to focus on
everyday habits which impact our heart health adversely.
In a city where hypertension, diabetes, and lifestyle-related
heart disease are rapidly increasing, the need for preven-
tive care has become urgent. Experts say that while med-
ical facilities are advancing, prevention through disciplined
daily routines is the strongest shield against cardiovascular
disease.

Kolkata's fast-paced lifestyle, rising dependence on
processed foods, long work hours, and limited physical
activity are placing heavy stress on the heart. Doctors note
that people often visit hospitals only when symptoms like
chest pain, breathlessness, or fatigue become severe - but
by then, the damage may have already been done.

Dr Imran Ahmed, MD. DM (Cardiology). FACC (USA).
FESC (Europe). FSCAI (USA) Associate Professor,
Cardiology, Medical College, Kolkata, and Consultant
Interventional Cardiologist - Woodlands Hospital, Kolkata
and B M Birla Hospital, Kolkata, explained:?"The heart
does not fail suddenly - it weakens slowly because of the
way we live every day. In Kolkata, we are seeing younger
patients with high blood pressure diabetes and obesity, con-
tributed largely due to an altered lifestyle. My advice is

clear: don't smoke, don't ignore exercise, and don't over-
load your meals with salt and oil. Instead, eat balanced
food, walk daily, sleep on time, and get regular check-ups.
These simple do's and don'ts can reduce the risk of heart
disease by more than half. Prevention is not difficult - it is
about daily discipline." Doctors emphasize that balanced

nutrition is the foundation of heart health. Whole grains,
fresh fruits, vegetables, pulses, and nuts should form the
core of the diet, while excess sugar, fried foods, and pack-
aged snacks should be avoided. Regular physical activity
such as brisk walking, cycling, or yoga for at least 30 min-
utes a day helps strengthen the heart and improve circula-
tion. Adequate rest and stress management are equally
important, as rising stress levels in Kolkata are leading to
silent damage to the heart.

On the other hand, tobacco and alcohol are considered
major "don'ts." Even moderate use in the long-term can
have consequences on the heart and blood vessels.
Similarly, ignoring routine check-ups for blood pressure,
cholesterol, and blood sugar increases the risk of sudden
cardiac events. Doctors warn that waiting for symptoms is
dangerous - proactive monitoring and prevention are far
safer.

This World Heart Day, the message from Kolkata is
clear: know what is right for your heart and remember to
avoid habits that silently affect the heart. A healthier city
begins with healthier homes, smart kitchens, and perfect
routines. The heart's strength is not built in hospitals but in
daily choices made by every individual.

World Heart Day: Kolkata Doctors Stress
Simple Do's and Don'ts for a Healthy Heart

INST researchers
develop nanomaterial
that stimulates brain
cells without surgery

New Delhi: Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and
Technology (INST), an autonomous institute of the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), have developed a special nanomaterial
that can "talk" to neurons naturally. 

The discovery could transform treatment for brain disorders, said
the team.

The special nanomaterial called graphitic carbon nitride (g-C?N?)
can stimulate brain cells -- without the need for electrodes, lasers, or
magnets.

The findings, published in the journal ACS Applied Materials and
Interfaces, demonstrate that graphitic carbon nitride helps neurons
grow, mature, and communicate more effectively by tapping into the
brain's own electrical activity.

"This is the first demonstration of semiconducting nanomaterials
directly modulating neurons without external stimulation," said Dr.
Manish Singh, who led the study from INST.

"It opens new therapeutic avenues for neurodegenerative diseases
like Parkinson's and Alzheimer's," Singh added.

The material also boosted dopamine production in lab-grown brain-
like cells and reduced toxic proteins linked to Parkinson's disease in
animal models.

Normally, treatments such as deep brain stimulation (DBS) require
surgical implants, while other methods use magnetic or ultrasound
waves to reach brain tissue. Although these are effective, they are also
invasive or limited.

Graphitic carbon nitride, on the other hand, can "talk" to neurons
naturally.

When placed near nerve cells, it generates tiny electric fields in
response to the brain's voltage signals. These fields open calcium chan-
nels on neurons, triggering growth and improving connections between
cells -- without any external device.

The material, acting like a smart switch, responds to neurons' rest-
ing and active states, creating the right conditions for healthy brain
activity.

This biocompatible nanomaterial, with the ability to stimulate brain
cells and reduce disease-linked proteins, offers a potential non-invasive
therapy for millions.

The breakthrough could also impact futuristic technologies such as
"brainware computing."

Scientists worldwide are experimenting with brain organoids -- tiny
lab-grown brain tissues -- as biological processors. Coupling them with
semiconducting nanomaterials like g-C?N? could make these living
computers more efficient, opening new frontiers in bio-inspired com-
puting.

The researchers pointed out that more preclinical and clinical stud-
ies are needed before human applications.

"We believe this marks a paradigm shift in neuromodulation
research. "From treating brain injuries to managing neurodegenera-
tion, semiconducting nanomaterials hold immense promise for the
future," Dr. Singh added.

Bacteria in your mouth
may trigger Parkinson's

disease risk: Study
New Delhi : Oral bacteria, once colonised in the gut, can affect neurons
in the brain and potentially trigger Parkinson's disease, according to a
study.  Researchers from the Pohang University of Science and
Technology in South Korea identified the mechanism by which metabo-
lites produced by oral bacteria in the gut may trigger the development
of Parkinson's disease -- a major neurological disorder characterised by
tremors, stiffness, and slowed movement.

"Our study provides a mechanistic understanding of how oral
microbes in the gut can influence the brain and contribute to the devel-
opment of Parkinson's disease," said Professor AraKoh.

"It highlights the potential of targeting the gut microbiota as a ther-
apeutic strategy, offering a new direction for Parkinson's treatment."

Although previous studies suggested that the gut microbiota of indi-
viduals with Parkinson's differs from that of healthy individuals, the
specific microbes and metabolites have remained unclear.

The new findings, published in the journal Nature Communications,
showed an increased abundance of Streptococcus mutans -- a well-
known oral bacterium that causes dental caries -- in the gut micro-
biome of Parkinson's patients.

More importantly, S. mutans produces the enzyme urocanatere-
ductase (UrdA) and its metabolite imidazole propionate (ImP), both of
which were present at elevated levels in the gut and blood of patients.

ImP appeared capable of entering systemic circulation, reaching
the brain, and contributing to the loss of dopaminergic neurons.

Using mouse models, the researchers introduced S. mutans into
the gut or engineered E. coli to express UrdA.

As a result, the mice showed elevated ImP levels in blood and
brain tissue, along with the hallmark features of Parkinson's symp-
toms: loss of dopaminergic neurons, heightened neuroinflammation,
impaired motor function, and increased aggregation of alpha-synu-
clein, a protein central to disease progression.

Further experiments demonstrated that these effects depend on
the activation of the signalling protein complex mTORC1.

Treating mice with an mTORC1 inhibitor significantly reduced
neuroinflammation, neuronal loss, alpha-synuclein aggregation, and
motor dysfunction. This suggests that targeting the oral-gut microbio-
me and its metabolites may offer new therapeutic strategies for
Parkinson's.

New Delhi : Free medicines distri-
bution, use of generics, and price
regulation enabled a better con-
trol of hypertension -- a known
risk for heart disease -- in India,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Tuesday, lauding
the country's efforts to combat
blood pressure. 

In its Global report on hyper-
tension 2025, during the 80th
United Nations General Assembly,
the WHO shared the example of
India for its successful pricing
approaches for essential hyper-
tension medicines.

"India's comprehensive
approach to improving hyperten-
sion care, including its National
Free Drugs Service Initiative, the
promotion of the use of generic
medicines, and the imposition of
price ceilings on essential antihy-
pertensive medicines, has yielded
substantial public health gains
and improved blood pressure
control rates," the WHO said.

Launched in 2018-2019, the
government's India Hypertension
Control Initiative (IHCI) ensured a
reliable supply of free, quality-
assured generic antihypertensive
medicines in public sector clinics.
It was also supported by simple,
protocol-driven treatment regi-
mens and robust medicines pro-
curement systems.

In addition, the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) also set the price ceilings
for essential medicines, including
antihypertensives, under the
Drug Price Control Order and the
National List of Essential
Medicines.

The NPPA calculated these
ceiling prices based on average
market prices, ensuring medi-
cines remain affordable while
allowing fair profit margins for

manufacturers.The approach
kept out-of-pocket costs low for
patients and thus enabled the
public health system to provide a
reliable supply of affordable,
quality-assured generic medi-
cines, the report said.

The WHO said that studies
indicate that when hypertension
medicines are procured and dis-
pensed through public sector
channels or Jan-Aushadhi gener-
ic medicines stores, annual costs
per patient can be up to 80 per
cent lower than in the private sec-
tor, further enhancing affordabili-
ty and access.

The report stated that before
these reforms were initiated,
hypertension control rates in
India were low -- only about 14
per cent of hypertensive adults
achieved blood pressure control.

However, "recent programme
data from Punjab and
Maharashtra show that among
patients retained in care and
treated according to protocol,
blood pressure control rates rose
to 70-81 per cent at follow-up,
with mean systolic blood pressure

reductions of 15-16 mmHg", the
WHO said.

"These improvements demon-
strate that public investment in
affordable, accessible antihyper-
tensive medicines not only
enhances clinical outcomes but
also reduces the economic burden
of cardiovascular disease, offer-
ing a high value return by pre-
venting costly heart attacks,
strokes, and related complica-
tions," the global health body
said.

Meanwhile, the WHO report
showed that 1.4 billion people
lived with hypertension in 2024,
yet just over one in five have it
under control either through
medication or addressing modifi-
able health risks.

The analysis of data from 195
countries and territories shows
that 99 of them have national
hypertension control rates below
20 per cent. Only 28 per cent of
low-income countries report that
all WHO-recommended hyperten-
sion medicines are generally
available in pharmacies or pri-
mary care facilities.

New Delhi : There is no strong
scientific evidence to prove that
paracetamol is linked to autism,
said health experts on Tuesday,
after US President Donald Trump
linked the painkiller to the neu-
rodevelopmental condition. 

Autism, also known as autism
spectrum disorder, is a condition
characterised by differences or
difficulties in social communica-
tion and interaction.

Speaking at a White House
event on Monday, Trump called
on mothers-to-be to "tough it out"
rather than take acetaminophen
(also known as paracetamol) --
the main ingredient in Tylenol.

"President Trump's suggestion
that acetaminophen (Tylenol) use
during pregnancy may cause
autism is not supported by strong
scientific evidence," Dr Manish
Narang, Director-Professor,
Department of Pediatrics,
University College of Medical
Sciences and Guru TegBahadur
(GTB) Hospital, Delhi, told IANS.

"Existing studies are limited
and inconsistent and do not estab-
lish a causal link; major medical
and research organisations warn
that such claims can unnecessari-
ly alarm parents while clinical
guidance continues to recom-
mend discussing pain-manage-
ment choices with a clinician," he
added. Acetaminophen is the

most commonly used over-the-
counter medication taken during
pregnancy, with?more than 50
per cent of pregnant women using
the medicine worldwide. It is
widely used for headaches, pain,
or fever by pregnant women.

It has been recommended by
regulatory and clinical agencies
as safe to use in pregnancy.

But Trump noted that "taking
Tylenol is not good", while also
urging pregnant women to "fight
like hell not to take it." He added
that only an "extremely high
fever" could justify its use.

Even as Trump's statement
raised health concerns among
pregnant women,
DrSoumyaSwaminathan, a paedi-
atrician and former World Health
Organization (WHO) Chief
Scientist, said paracetamol is a

proven safe drug, and there is no
need to panic about its use.

Speaking to the media, she
also cited the lack of "proven sci-
entific evidence" on paraceta-
mol's association with autism.

The American College of
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
has long cited acetaminophen as
one of the safest painkillers dur-
ing pregnancy. Dr Steven
Fleischman also shared with the
media that, more often than not,
treating fever during pregnancy
may cause "more adverse
effects". Dr. AbhaMajumdar,
Senior Consultant, Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, at a city-based hos-
pital, stated that people must not
stop using treatment out of fear,
"but we also need to be mindful
about limiting potential harm and
risk".

"Very frequent and prolonged
use of crocin during pregnancy
could raise a potential risk, but
untreated maternal fever or pain
can also pose a risk to the preg-
nancy and child development. So,
it is important to treat fevers or
conditions that are leading to pain
because they could also cause risk
to the baby," Majumdar said.

"If pain relief is necessary, one
must think of using the lowest
effective dose and duration for
crocin to alleviate these condi-
tions," the expert said.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
Elevates Safety with 6

Airbags Standard Across
All Variants of the Rumion

Bangalore: In line with its deep-rooted safety philosophy and
customer-first approach, Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
announced a significant enhancement to its acclaimed family
mover, the Toyota Rumion. 

Safety Upgraded: 6 Airbags Across Variants
In a proactive step towards elevating passenger safety, TKM

has introduced six airbags (front, side, and curtain shield) for
every Rumion variant. All variants now provide comprehensive
360-degree safety with dual front airbags, two side airbags, and
two curtain shield airbags, ensuring maximum protection for
the driver and passengers in various driving scenarios.

Added Assurance: TPMS on Top Grade
Toyota introduced the Tyre Pressure Monitoring System

(TPMS) in the top V grade. This advanced feature continuously
monitors tyre pressure for enhanced safety, fuel efficiency, and
convenience, reinforcing Rumion's positioning as a technologi-
cally advanced MPV for Indian families.

Rumion: A Blend of Style, Space, and Safety
The Toyota Rumion combines youthful design with the prac-

ticality of a spacious 7-seater layout. Distinctive touches such as
a premium chrome grille, projector headlamps, LED tail lamps,
and dual-tone machined alloy wheels make it a stylish choice for
modern families. Inside, the Rumion offers a plush dual-tone
cabin, flexible 60:40 split 2nd row and reclining 3rd row seats,
2nd & 3rd row AC, and generous luggage space, making it as
comfortable as it is versatile.

Keeping customers connected on the go, the Rumion comes
with Toyota i-Connect, offering smartwatch compatibility, voice
assistant support, remote lock/unlock, climate control, and safe-
ty alerts. The 17.78 cm Smartplay Cast infotainment system
with wireless Android Auto and Apple CarPlay, steering-mount-
ed controls, and premium Arkamys Surround Sense* audio ele-
vate the driving experience further.

Powered by the 1.5L K-Series engine with NeoDrive (Petrol)
and E-CNG options, the Rumion delivers the best of both per-
formance and efficiency. Customers enjoy fuel economy of up to
20.51 km/l (MT) for Petrol and 26.11 km/kg for CNG, with
smooth transmission choices including 5MT and 6AT with pad-
dle shifters.

Backed by Toyota's hallmark of quality and trust, the
Rumion offers advanced safety features such as Vehicle Stability
Control (VSC), Hill Hold Assist, ABS with EBD, Brake Assist,
ISOFIX child seat mounts, and now six airbags standard across
all grades. The vehicle comes with a 3-year/100,000 km war-
ranty, extendable up to 5 years/220,000 km, alongside Toyota's
Express Maintenance and 24x7 roadside assistance.

Why integrating perinatal
mental health in national
programmes is important

New Delhi : There is an urgent need to integrate perinatal
maternal mental health into national programmes to help fight
postpartum depression, anxiety and other such conditions
among new mothers, said health experts on Monday. 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), world-
wide, about 10 per cent of pregnant women and 13 per cent of
women who have just given birth experience a mental disorder,
primarily depression.

India has more than 25 million births per year, but most
women with mental health problems during pregnancy and one
year after birth (the "perinatal period") go undetected and
untreated, especially in rural areas.

A recent systematic review among perinatal women in India
found that the prevalence rates for perinatal depression ranged
from 14-24 per cent in community-based studies, while some
meta-analyses reported a pooled estimate of around 22 per cent
for postpartum depression.

Although maternal mortality in India has reduced by over 50
per cent since the early 2000s to 97 deaths per 100,000, mater-
nal suicide constitutes an increasing proportion of maternal
deaths. A recent report in Kerala estimated that maternal sui-
cide accounted for nearly one in five maternal deaths in 2020.

"There is an urgent need to integrate perinatal maternal
mental health into national programmes in India," said Prof.
Rajesh Sagar, AIIMS.

Speaking at an expert consultation on perinatal mental
health in the national capital, the expert raised concerns over
the lack of a dedicated initiative to support new mothers facing
mental health issues.

"While women's mental health is mentioned in policies such
as the National Mental Health Policy 2014, the Mental Health
Care Act 2017, and others, there is no dedicated programme or
screening mechanism in place," Sagar said.

The experts, including Prof. Prabha Chandra from
NIMHANS, highlighted gaps in training for doctors, nurses, and
ASHAs, the lack of culturally relevant tools, and the stigma that
prevents women from seeking psychological help even when
screened positive.

They called for state-specific strategies, collaboration across
states, capacity building, and mandatory history-taking during
antenatal care.

"It is critical to ensure that perinatal mental health is not
seen as a standalone as this might increase the stigma and dis-
crimination that women with perinatal mental health problems
face; rather it should be included within the routine antenatal
and postnatal care that pregnant and lactating women receive,
thus making it sustainable," said Dr. Y.K. Sandhya, Program
Lead - Mental Health, The George Institute for Global Health
India.

Generic medicines, price ceil-
ings led to better hypertension

control in India: WHO

Paracetamol's link to autism 
not supported by strong scientific

evidence: Experts
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MI News Service, Kolkata : Eastern Rail-
way actively observed the Swasth Nari
Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan (SNSPA) on 23rd
September 2025 as part of the nationwide
campaign being held from 17th September
to 2nd October 2025. Women’s health
camps, awareness sessions and medical
check-ups were organized across all Divi-
sions and Workshops to promote women’s
health and empowerment.

In Howrah Division, a Women’s Health
Camp was held at Rampurhat Health Unit
covering awareness on hygiene, nutrition,
and financial planning for women. Thirty-six
women participated, with three doctors at-
tending. Six cases of hypertension, three of
diabetes, and five of anemia were detected.

In Sealdah Division, the Family Welfare
Department organized anemia screening,
cervical cancer awareness, and cancer
screening at B. R. Singh Hospital under the
leadership of Dr. Sanjeev Choudhary and
guidance of Dr. Kalpana Mondol. Dr.
Beauty Sarkar and her team conducted
screenings and interactive sessions with
women beneficiaries.

In Asansol Division, a camp was con-
ducted at Sitarampur Health Unit under the
guidance of Chief Medical Superintendent,
Asansol. Key discussions included preventive
healthcare, anemia, breast and cervical can-
cer, and nutrition for women. Health check-
ups such as height, weight, BMI, ECG, BP,
and RBS were also provided. The pro-
gramme received wide appreciation.

In Malda Division, a maternal health
camp was held at the Divisional Railway
Hospital under the supervision of Dr. Anupa
Ghosh. Twenty-two pregnant women under-

went ante-natal check-ups, followed by talks
on maternal health, pregnancy counselling,
and family planning by Dr. Sujata Ghosh.

In Kanchrapara Workshop, four pro-
grams were organized under the supervi-
sion of Dr. A. K. Roy. These included a
women’s health check-up camp (23 partici-
pants), cervical screening camp (5 partici-
pants), osteoarthritis screening camp (8
participants), and an awareness camp on in-
testinal disorders (20 participants), each
with interactive sessions.

In Liluah Workshop, three programmes
were held at the C&W Workshop. These in-
cluded ante-natal check-ups by Dr. Mou
Mitra (22 beneficiaries), an HPV vaccina-
tion camp (13 adolescent girls), and an
awareness camp on anemia.

In Jamalpur Workshop, an enrolment
drive for Lady Nikshay Mitras was organized
at the Railway Hospital, with 10 women ac-
tively participating in this initiative to sup-
port TB patients and spread awareness.

Eastern Railway’s observance of Swasth
Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan reflects its
continued commitment to women’s health,
awareness, and empowerment across all its
Divisions and Workshops.

Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan
(SNSPA) Observed Across Eastern Railway

MI News Service, Delhi : The
Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi, has approved the
doubling of Bakhtiyarpur –
Rajgir – Tilaiya single rail-
way line section (104 km) in
Bihar with total cost of Rs.
2,192 crore (approx.).

The project covering
four Districts in the state of
Bihar will increase the exist-
ing network of Indian Rail-
ways by about 104 Kms.
Project section also provides
rail connectivity to promi-
nent destinations such as
Rajgir (Shanti Stupa), Na-
landa, Pawapuri etc. attract-
ing pilgrims and tourists
from across the country.
Multi-tracking projects will
enhance connectivity to ap-
prox. 1,434 villages and
about 13.46 lakh population
and two Aspirational Dis-
tricts (Gaya and Nawada).

This is an essential route
for transportation of com-
modities such as coal, ce-
ment, clinker, fly ash etc.
The capacity augmentation
works will result in addi-
tional freight traffic of mag-

nitude 26 MTPA (Million
Tonnes Per Annum). The
Railways being environment
friendly and energy efficient
mode of transportation, will
help both in achieving cli-
mate goals and minimizing
logistics cost of the country,

reduce oil import (5
Crore Litres) and lower CO
emissions (24 Crore Kg)
which is equivalent to plan-
tation of 1 (One) Crore trees.
The enhanced line capacity
will improve mobility, 
providing enhanced effi-
ciency and service reliabil-
ity for Indian Railways. The
multi-tracking proposal will
ease operations and reduce
congestion, providing the
much-required infrastruc-
tural development on the
busiest sections across In-
dian Railways. The projects
are in line with Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of a New India
which will make people of
the region “Atmanirbhar”
by way of comprehensive
development in the area
which will enhance their
employment/ self-employ-
ment opportunities.

Cabinet approves doubling of Bakhtiyarpur – Rajgir – Tilaiya single
railway line section (104 Km) in Bihar with total cost of Rs. 2,192 crore

Cabinet approves Productivity Linked
Bonus for 78 days to railway employees
MI News Service, Delhi : In
recognition of the excellent
performance by the railway
staff, the Union Cabinet
chaired by the Prime

Minister Shri Narendra
Modi today approved pay-
ment of Productivity Linked
Bonus (PLB) of 78 days for

Rs.1865.68 crore to
10,91,146 railway employees.

Payment of PLB to eligible
railway employee is made
each year before the Durga
Puja / Dussehra holidays. This
year also, PLB amount equiv-
alent to 78 days’ wages is
being paid to about 10.91
lakh non-gazetted railway
employees. The payment of
PLB acts as an incentive to
motivate the railway em-
ployees for working towards

improvement in the per-
formance of the Railways.

The maximum payable
amount of PLB equivalent to
78 days’ wages for each eli-
gible railway employee is
Rs.17,951/-. The above
amount will be paid to vari-
ous categories, of railway
staff like Track maintainers,

Loco Pilots, Train Man-
agers (Guard), Station Mas-
ters, Supervisors, Technicians,
Technician Helpers, Points-
man, Ministerial Staff and
other Group ‘C’ staff.

The performance of
Railways in the year 2024-
25 was very good. Railways
loaded a record cargo of
1614.90 Million Tonnes and
carried nearly 7.3 billion
passengers.

RPF/ER arrested  Bangladeshi  na-
tional Under “Operation Rail Prahari”
MI News Service, Kolkata : Under
“Operation Rail Prahari”, RPF officials
of Bangaon Post, Sealdah Division,
Eastern Railway, apprehended one
Bangladeshi national, Fahima Bibi
(20), along with an Indian woman,
Kanika Bala (55), from Bangaon Rail-
way Station on 23rd September 2025. Both were handed
over to GRPS/Bangaon and booked under relevant provisions
of the Foreigners Act. During interrogation, Fahima Bibi ad-
mitted that she had illegally crossed the Indo-Bangladesh
border three days earlier with the assistance of arrested
Kanika Bala. The duo had reached Bangaon Railway Station
with the intention of travelling to Howrah station.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Good News for Metro Com-
muters! Metro Smart Cards
are getting cheaper and
going to be offered with
more benefits like increased
validity period of 10 years.
In order to popularise the
Smart Card following attrac-
tive changes in business
rules of Smart Cards have
been made which will likely
to be effective from
25.09.2025 onwards. Dur-
ing the current month, more
than 50,000 Smart Cards
have already been sold. It is
expected that more and
more commuters would like
to buy Metro Smart Cards
after such attractive
changes in business rules
come into effect. These
Smart Cards will make the
Metro journey more com-
fortable for everyone as pas-
sengers would be able to
avoid the rush at the book-
ing counters specially dur-
ing peak hours and festive
time. The changes in the

Business Rules being made
are given below:-

(1)The present refund-
able security deposit of
Smart Card has been re-
duced to ₹50/- from ₹80/-. (2)
The minimum issue price of
the Smart Card has been re-
duced to ₹100/- from ₹150/-.
(i.e. Security Deposit ₹50/-
plus Ride value ₹52/- includ-
ing Bonus ₹ 2/-). (3) The va-
lidity of the Smart Cards will
be for 10 years instead of
the present one year. (4) The
validity of the existing valid
Cards will be extended fur-
ther up to ten years at the
time of recharge. (5) The va-
lidity of the newly issued
Cards will be counted from
the first swipe at AFC & PC
gate onwards not from the

first date of issue. (6) 5%
bonus on recharge value
will continue.

Smart Cards will be is-
sued both from the ASCRM
machines and booking
counters. These can also be
recharged from ASCRM
machines, online and also
from booking offices. Com-
muters are requested to buy
Smart Cards and make their
Metro journey comfortable.
It is expected that the de-
pendency of booking coun-
ters will be reduced
substantially once the com-
muters start to use more
and more Smart Cards and
book tickets through
‘AAMAR KOLKATA METRO’
app and enjoy 5% rebate/
bonus on fare. The regular
commuters may retain the
Cards for further use and
the travellers /visitors who
wish to travel in and around
the city for short duration
may take refund amount of
the security deposit on com-
pletion of journey in Metro.

METRO SMART CARD GETS CHEAPER, VALIDITY INCREASED TO 10 YEARS

MI News Service, Kolkata : As part of the on-
going Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS) 2025, East-
ern Railway’s Howrah Division organized
extensive Door-to-Door Awareness Cam-
paigns across key stations including Howrah,
Barddhaman, Azimganj, Bandel, Katwa,
Rampurhat, Bolpur, Bamangachi and Pakur.

Railway officials, staff and volunteers ac-
tively reached out to passengers, shopkeep-
ers, vendors and nearby residents to spread
the message of cleanliness, waste segrega-
tion, reducing single-use plastic and recy-
cling. The initiative encouraged people to
take pride in their surroundings under the
motto “My Station, My Responsibility.”

Through awareness talks, distribution of
informative leaflets and personal interac-
tions, the campaign generated strong com-
munity participation, ensuring that the
message of cleanliness extends beyond rail-

way premises into every household.
Howrah Division reaffirmed its commit-

ment to building clean, green and eco-
friendly stations, in line with Indian
Railways’ broader vision of sustainability
and zero waste.

Swachhata Hi Seva 2025: Door-to-Door Aware-
ness Campaigns Undertaken by Howrah Division

Nurul Islam Khan: Recently,
teacher Maulana Abul Kashem
Laskar completed his PhD from
the Islamic Theology Department
of Park Circus Campus of Cal-
cutta Alia University. The subject
of his long 6-year research was
the renowned scholar, social re-
former and Mujaddid-e-Zaman
of Furfura Sharif, Pir Ala Hazrat
Allama Mr. Hazrat Abu Bakr Sid-
diqui Rah, alias Dada Huzur. He
received the title of Doctor in the
relevant subject. Many people
have done and are doing re-
search on the well-known Pir
Hazrat Dada Huzur in the past.
Pir Dada Huzur's outstanding
contribution to society is well
known. Abul Kalam's glorious
research among the new gener-
ation in recent times demands
praise. Pir Saheb has obtained a
PhD degree on education and so-
cial service. Abul Kalam is a res-
ident of Makhaltala village in
Narayanpur region of South 24
Parganas. Abul Kalam was felic-
itated in Aliya today in a grand
ceremony. Professor of the Ara-
bic Department Dr. Isharat Ali,
Head of Theology Professor Dr.
Ashraf, Professor Dr. Samim
Akhter, Professor Dr. Abu
Tamim, Professor Dr. Kamal
Ashraf, Dr. Imdad, Professor Dr.
Saiful Haque of the Bengali De-
partment and many other acad-
emicians were present. There
were many researchers. This
memorable moment was wit-
nessed by numerous students.
Researcher Abul Kalam said that
he has divided the content of his
main research on Pir Dada
Huzur into a total of five parts.

The first part contains re-
search-related content and the
second part contains Mao. Abu
Bakr Siddiqui Rah.-A brief biog-
raphy. In the third part, his role
in social reform and in the fourth
part, Mao. Abu Bakr Siddiqui
Rah.-His service and Sunnah-
based Tasawwuf propagation. In
the last or fifth part, contempo-
rary scholars and their opinions
about him have been included. A
total of 408 pages have been al-
located for research. In the meet-
ing, All the professors are
satisfied with Abul Kalam's re-
search. In this regard, Professor
Dr. Shamim Akhtar Qashemi,
Professor Dr. Saidur Rahman,
educationist Syed Bahauddin,
Pirzada Uzayer Siddiqui and Pir
Saheb of Furfura have assisted

him. Maulana Muhammad
Abul Kalam Laskar was a very
talented student. In 2007, he
stood first in the Alim or Sec-
ondary Examination in the state
Madrasa Board, and in 2009,
he stood second in the Fazil or
Higher Secondary Examination
with honors. In 2012, he also
stood first in the B.A. examina-
tion from Alia University. In

2014, he also passed the M.A.
examination with distinction.
He is currently teaching at Abu-
jafria Siddiquia Senior Madrasa
in Banamalipur, South 24 Par-
ganas. It was his dream to do
research on this subject, and
Allah Almighty has fulfilled that
dream. Numerous Pir Sahebs of
Furfura Sharif have congratu-
lated Abul Kalam on this.

Abul Kalam obtained PhD degree on Pir Dada Huzur of Furfura

MI News Service, Malda : As part of the ongoing
“Swachhata Hi Seva – 2025” campaign, being
observed across Indian Railways from 17th Sep-
tember to 2nd October 2025 under the theme
“Swachhotsav”, Eastern Railway’s Malda Divi-
sion organized a special Door-to-Door Aware-
ness Campaign today under the guidance of Shri
Manish Kumar Gupta, Divisional Railway Man-
ager (DRM), Malda and under the supervision of
Senior DME (EnHM), Malda Division.

The campaign was conducted at Jamalpur
Station and Sahibganj Railway Colony (North &
South), as well as Bhagalpur and Malda Town
Railway Colonies. During the programme, rail-
way staff along with their family members ac-
tively participated in sensitizing residents on the
importance of cleanliness, proper waste segrega-
tion, reduction of single-use plastics, and adop-
tion of sustainable practices in daily life. At
Sahibganj Railway Colony (North & South), family
members of railway staff also participated in the
awareness drive, making it a collective effort of
both employees and their households in spread-
ing the message of “Cleanliness begins at home.”

At Bhagalpur Station, track approach cleaning
at Howrah end was carried out by housekeeping
staff, reinforcing the message of maintaining clean-
liness not only in colonies but also in station prem-
ises. Teams went door-to-door to counsel residents,
spreading awareness and encouraging active par-
ticipation in maintaining hygienic surroundings. The
initiative received an enthusiastic response from
colony residents, further strengthening community
involvement towards Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

Malda Division Organises Door-to-Door Aware-
ness Campaign under Swachhata Hi Seva – 2025

MI News Service, Kolkata
: The Ministry of Railways
has appointed Shri
Subhransu Sekhar Mishra
(IRMS) as the new General
Manager of Metro Rail-
way, Kolkata. He has re-
placed Shri Milind K.
Deouskar. Prior to this appointment, Shri
Mishra was the General Manager of Rail
Coach Factory, Kapurthala. A Post Graduate
from IIT Chennai, Shri Mishra is a 1988
batch officer of the Indian Railway Service of
Mechanical Engineers (IRSME) . Shri Mishra,
has more than 35 years of service in Indian
Railways. He has worked in various capaci-
ties in various Zonal Railways, Production
Units and in RVNL. Besides the Principal
Chief Mechanical Engineer of the Integral
Coach Factory, Chennai, he has held posts of
Chief Administrative Officer at Lattur/ICF,
Chief Rolling Stock Engineer at Secunder-
abad and other key posts at Bhubaneswar,
Vishakhapatnam, Kharagpur Division and
other places. In his illustrious career in Rail-
ways, he has received many awards. He has
served across the country in his official ca-
pacity for operation, maintenance, develop-
ment and export of rolling stock. Under the
leadership of Shri Mishra, who is well known
for his managerial and innovative skills in In-
dian Railways, Metro Railway will scale new
height in efficiency and delivery of service.

Subhransu Sekhar Mishra Ap
pointed As New General Man-
ager Of Metro Railway, Kolkata
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Jharkhand Crowned Overall Champion
at 36th East Zone Junior Athletics Meet

PC JHA 

RANCHI : Jharkhand emerged as
the overall champion at the 36th
East Zone Junior Athletics
Championship, securing the top
spot with 172 points. The three-
day event, held from September
22 to 24 at Birsa Munda
Stadium, Morabadi, Ranchi, wit-
nessed thrilling performances
from 621 athletes representing
10 states of eastern India.

On the final day alone,
Jharkhand athletes clinched 9
gold, 7 silver, and 9 bronze
medals. Overall, the state bagged
an impressive 58 medals, includ-
ing 22 gold, 18 silver, and 18
bronze, sealing its dominance
over competitors from West
Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, Assam,
Mizoram, Sikkim, Manipur,
Nagaland, Meghalaya, and

Arunachal Pradesh.
The closing ceremony and

prize distribution saw the pres-
ence of several dignitaries
including Sports Director
Shekhar Jamuar, Dr. Madhukant
Pathak, Rajesh Tripathi, C.D.
Singh, S.K. Pandey, Prabhakar
Verma, Dinesh Kumar, and Sunil
Bahadur, who felicitated the win-
ners and encouraged young ath-
letes for their spirited perform-
ances.

The state's remarkable per-
formance was credited to the
tireless efforts of coaches Vinod
Kumar Singh, Ashu Bhatia,
Yogesh Yadav, Alok Singh,
Prabhat Ranjan Tiwari, Neeraj
Kumar, Naresh Kujur, and
Anubha Khakha, whose training
and mentorship played a pivotal
role in preparing the athletes.

The championship was

organized under the guidance of
the Athletics Federation of India,
New Delhi, by the Jharkhand
Athletics Association (JAA). Key
figures behind the smooth execu-
tion included Planning
Committee Chairman Dr.
Madhukant Pathak, JAA
President C.D. Singh, Secretary
S.K. Pandey, and Organizing
Secretary Prabhakar Verma.

Technical officials and coordi-
nators including Sikandar
Mahato, Ranveer Singh,
Bandhan Toppo, Ajay Nayak,
Saroj Kumar, Anil Kujur, Arvind
Kumar, Raman, Technical
Delegate P.K. Mohanty, Anwar
Hussain, and the HPC team led
by Shashank Saurav, Sweety
Khatun, Divya Sharma, Suprana
Kundu, and Anmol were also
lauded for their significant 
contributions.

NEW DELHI : The excitement
around the Hockey India League
(HIL) Mini Auctions peaked on
Wednesday as franchises finalised
their squads during an energetic
closed-door session in New Delhi,
with overseas player Liam
Henderson and India's junior
player Vivek Lakra emerging as
the top buys. 

Over 100 male players were
auctioned, with teams making
strategic and bold decisions to
acquire talent for the upcoming
season. With a salary cap of Rs. 4
crore, each move was impactful,
resulting in rosters that featured a
balanced blend of seasoned inter-
national players, emerging jun-
iors, and specialised roles, such as
goalkeepers and drag-flickers.

The HIL Governing Council
announced on Wednesday that
they have taken over the UP
Rudras franchise for the upcom-
ing HIL 2026 season. Until a new
owner is found, the team will be
managed and operated by the
Governing Council, competing
under the name 'HIL Governing
Council'.

Franchises that participated in
the auctions included: HIL
Governing Council, Hyderabad
Toofans, JSW Soorma Hockey
Club, Ranchi Royals, SG Pipers,
Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers, Tamil
Nadu Dragons, and Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers.

Liam Henderson was the top
pick at the auction and was sold to
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers for Rs.
42 lakh. While the Netherlands'
Sander de Wijn was sold to Tamil
Nadu for Rs. 36 lakh, HIL
Governing Council roped in Thies

Prinz for Rs. 36 lakh.
Indian junior goalkeeper Vivek

Lakra, initially listed at a base
price of Rs. 2 Lakhs, surprised
everyone as several franchises
entered the bidding. In the end,
Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers
signed him for an astounding Rs.
23 Lakhs, making it one of the
most notable stories of the day.

Indian junior midfielder
Adrohit Ekka, a highly sought-
after talent, triggered a fierce bid-
ding war between JSW Soorma
Hockey Club and Tamil Nadu
Dragons, with the Dragons even-
tually acquiring him for an
impressive Rs. 11 lakh.

Indian junior forward Ajeet
Yadav, registered in the auction at
Rs. 2 lakh, was purchased by HIL
Governing Council for a whopping
Rs. 11.5 lakh.

While Tamil Nadu Dragons
snapped up Indian junior mid-
fielder Sushil Dhanwar at his base
price of Rs. 2 lakh, the
Netherlands' defender Sander de

Wijn, a marquee international
stalwart, got SG Pipers and Tamil
Nadu Dragons into a tight bidding
war before the latter closed the
deal at Rs. 36 lakh.

Australia forward Cooper
Burns was sold to Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers for Rs. 34.50
Lakhs after a close contest with
SG Pipers, while the Lancers
roped in Liam Henderson for Rs.
42 Lakhs after they won a bidding
battle against the Pipers.

The 14-year-old Indian for-
ward Ketan Kushwaha was
among the youngest players in the
pool and was bought by Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers for Rs. 2.5
Lakhs, marking a special moment
for the budding talent.

Veteran Dragflicker and for-
mer Indian Hockey Team captain
Rupinder Pal Singh, who led
Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers to title
victory in the previous season,
was bought by SG Pipers for Rs.
12 lakh. The auctions showcased
franchises' increasing focus on

developing young Indian talent,
with juniors like Ekka, Lakra, and
Kushwaha attracting significant
attention. Meanwhile, seasoned
international players such as
Sander de Wijn and Liam
Henderson received high bids,
emphasising the franchises' aim
to strike a balance between nur-
turing youth and maintaining
international experience.

As the gavel fell on the final
bids, the outline of the upcoming
HIL 2026 season became clearer.
Franchises now look forward to
translating their auction tactics
into performances on the turf
when the league begins.

Final squads of all men's fran-
chises:

HIL Governing Council
(Formerly UP Rudras): Retained -
Prashant Barla (Jr Player),
Priyobarta Talem (Jr Player),
Manmeet Singh, Gurjot Singh,
Prashant Kumar Chauhan,
Surender Kumar, Hardik Singh,
Lalit Kumar Upadhyay, Sudeep
Chirmako, Jasjit Singh Kular,
Sebastian Dockier (Overseas),
Kane Russell (Overseas), Tanguy
Cosyns (Overseas), James
Mazarelo (Overseas), James
Albery (Overseas), Sam Ward
(Overseas).

New buys - Ajeet Yadav (Rs.
11.50 Lakhs), Thies Prinz (Rs. 36
Lakhs), Rahul Yadav (Rs. 2 Lakh),
Mohd Harris (Rs. 2 Lakh).

Hyderabad Toofans (All play-
ers were retained from original
squad): Mukul Sharma, Irengbam
Rohit (Jr Player), Bikramjit Singh
(Jr Player), Sundaram Rajawat (Jr
Player), Arshdeep Singh (Jr
Player), Devindar Sunil Walmiki,

Amandeep Lakra, Nilakanta
Sharma, Sumit, Rahim Aakib
Sayyed, Rajinder, Shilanand
Lakra, Talwinder Singh, Gonzalo
Peillat (Overseas), Jean Paul
Danneberg (Overseas), Nic Woods
(Overseas), Jacob Anderson
(Overseas), Arthur de Sloover
(Overseas), Timothy Brand
(Overseas), Zachary Wallace
(Overseas).

JSW Soorma Hockey Club:
Retained - Sukhvinder (Jr Player),
Pradip Mandal (Jr Player), Vincent
Vanasch (Overseas), Jeremy
Hayward (Overseas), Nicolás Della
Torre (Overseas), Victor Wegnez
(Overseas), Nicolas Keenan
(Overseas), Dayaan Cassiem
(Overseas), Nicolas Poncelet
(Overseas), Mohith H S,
Harmanpreet Singh, Gurinder
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad,
Harjeet Singh, Prabhjot Singh,
Gurjant Singh, Maninder Singh,
Pawan Rajbhar, Akashdeep Singh
(Traded From UP Rudras).

New buy - Jeetpal (Rs. 3.2
lakh).

Ranchi Royals: Retained -
Yashdeep Siwach, Amir Ali (Jr
Player), Anmol Ekka (Jr Player),
Araijeet Singh Hundal (Jr Player),
Suraj Karkera, Nilam Sanjeep
Xess, Manpreet Singh, Vishnukant
Singh, Mandeep Singh, Timothee
Clement (Overseas), Timothy
Howard (Overseas), Mustapha
Cassiem (Overseas), Tom Boon
(Overseas).

New buys - Manmeet Singh Rai
(Rs. 2 lakh), Ashish Purty (Rs. 2
lakh), Loick Luypaert (Rs. 10
lakh), Sam Lane (Rs. 10 lakh),
Jack Waller (Rs. 10 lakh), Ravneet
Singh (Rs. 5 lakh).

VAIBHAV
SURYAVANSHI
BREAKS WORLD
RECORD FOR
MOST SIXES IN
YOUTH ODIS 
BRISBANE : Indian teenage
prodigy Vaibhav Suryavanshi
shattered the record for the
most career sixes in Youth
ODI cricket during his 70-run
knock off 68 balls in the sec-
ond India U-19 vs Australia
U-19 50-over match at the
Ian Healy Oval on
Wednesday.    Suryavanshi's
innings was studded with five
fours and six sixes. His fourth
maximum of the day took him
past former India U-19 skip-
per Unmukt Chand's tally of
38 from 21 matches. Notably,
the 14-year-old took just 10
innings to set a new record
and extended his tally to 41
sixes. India opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal has the third-most
maximums in Youth ODIs,
with 30 sixes in 27 matches.
Suryavanshi reached his half-
century off 54 balls and
looked in scintillating form
before falling to Australian
captain Yash Deshmukh. This
was his second impressive
innings of the series after his
quickfire 38 off 22 balls in
India's seven-wicket win in
the first ODI. The left-han-
der's knock provided India U-
19 with a strong platform
after the early dismissal of
Ayush Mhatre, with the score
reading 117/2 in 18.3 overs
when he departed.

ZARA ANAND
LEADS 13TH LEG
OF WPGT BY ONE
SHOT, LAVANYA
JADON LIES 2ND
GURUGRAM : Amateur Zara
Anand produced the day's
best round of 2-under 70,
which was one of the only two
rounds under par, to move
into the lead after 36 holes in
the Rs. 23 lakh 13th Leg of
the Women's Professional Golf
Tour (WPGT) at DLF Golf and
Country Club. 

Zara, who joins an
American University on a golf
scholarship later this year, is
now even par 144 for two
rounds. Zara, who carded 74
on the first day, had five
birdies against three bogeys
on the day.

Zara moved ahead of the
first round leader, Lavanya
Jadon (73-72), and holds a
one-shot lead going into the
final round. Lavanya had
three birdies, two of them in
the first three holes, and all
three bogeys on her card
came on the back nine.

Zara, who was seventh in
the Queen Sirikit Cup in Japan
earlier this year, led the ama-
teur brigade as four of them
were placed inside the Top-
10.

Experienced Amandeep
Drall, a former runner-up at
the Hero Women's Indian
Open, added 73 to her first
round 74 to be third at 3-over
147, while Astha Madan (75-
74) was fourth. Amandeep
had two birdies, both on the
front nine, against three
bogeys.

Astha Madan opened with
a birdie and a double bogey,
but over the next 16 holes,
she had birdies on the third
and the 17th and parred the
other holes. Promising young
amateurs Ananyaa Sood (76-
74) and Kriti Chowhan (76-74)
were tied for fifth place at 6-
over 150.

Vani Kapoor, who has four
wins this season, was strug-
gling to find her touch, as she
managed only 76 after the
first round of 75 and was tied
seventh with Jahaanvie Walia
(76-75). Gaurika Bishnoi (77-
75) was tied with two ama-
teurs, Mannat Brar (76-76)
and Lavanya Gupta (75-77),
for tenth place.

The cut fell at 164, and 31
players made the cut and will
play in the final round.

NEW DELHI : The first medals of
the ISSF Junior World Cup New
Delhi 2025 will be decided on
Thursday, with the 50m Rifle
Prone event for both men and
women set to start proceedings at
the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting
Range, here in India's national
capital. 

The Olympic events will start
on Friday (September 26), with
the 10m Air pistol finals sched-
uled. A total of 208 shooters from
18 countries will be participating
in 18 events, 15 Olympic and
three Non-Olympic events, with a
total of 54 medals to be earned.

India will field 10 athletes, five
each in both the junior men's and
women's categories, for the 50m
Rifle Prone event, a non-Olympic
event which has 21 athletes in the
fray for the medals.

The Indian challenge will be
spearheaded by Asian
Championship bronze medallist
Vedant Nitin Waghmare and 50m
Rifle 3 Positions (3P) gold medal-
list in Shymkent, Anushka H.
Thokur. The other athletes in the
men's section are Rohit Kanyan,
Kushagra Singh Rajawat,
Deependra Singh Shekhawat, and
Kunal Sharma, while Nimrat Kaur
Brar, Saniya Sapale, Aadhya
Agrawal, and Anshika will be in

action in the women's category.
The host nation, India, will

lead the field with a strong contin-
gent of 69 athletes, while other
participating nations include the
United States of America (20),
Italy (10), Czechia (9), Islamic
Republic of Iran (8), Croatia (7),
Great Britain (6), United Arab
Emirates (5), Slovakia (5), Qatar
(4), Oman (4), Spain (8), Finland
(3), Netherlands (3), Cyprus (3),
New Zealand (2), Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (2), along with 40
Individual Neutral Athletes (AIN).

This will be the second and
final World Cup for Juniors this
year, following the first event host-
ed in Suhl, Germany, earlier this
year in May, where India finished
on top of the medals table with 11
medals, including 3 gold, 4 silver,
and 4 bronze.

NEW DELHI : Despite many play-
ers making a surge in the ICC
Men's T20I rankings, India duo of
Abhishek Sharma and Varun
Chakravarthy have retained their
top spots in the batting and bowl-
ing charts, respectively.

Despite going wicketless in
the recent Super Fours outing
against Pakistan in the Asia Cup,
Chakaravarthy bowled an eco-
nomical spell of 0-25 that helped
control the scoring rate and has
consolidated his place at the top
with a 14 rating-point gain.

Seam-bowling all-rounder
Hardik Pandya is up six places to
60th place in bowlers' rankings,
while retaining top spot in all-
rounders' rankings in the short-
est format. Abhishek, meanwhile,
has managed to hold on to the
top spot due to his quick-fire 38
against Oman in India's final
group stage encounter, before
smashing a match-winning 74 to
chase down Pakistan's total of
171 on Sunday. His teammate,
left-handed batter Tilak Varma,
who helped finish the chase
against Pakistan with an electric
30 not out off 19 balls, has
gained a position to be at number
three in the batters' rankings. In
terms of other rankings gainers
through the Asia Cup, Pakistan
leg-spinner Abrar Ahmed has
surged to number four in
bowlers' rankings following a sig-
nificant leap of 12 places taking

his tally to 703 rating points. It
comes on the back of him return-
ing with a miserly spell of 1-8
against Sri Lanka that helped
Pakistan revive their campaign.

Abrar had earlier picked up 2-
13 against the UAE, though he
endured a subdued outing
against India (1-42).  angladesh's
left-arm pacer Mustafizur
Rahman also returned to the top
10 after a six-place jump, recov-
ering from a brief dip in form last
week. So far, he has claimed six
wickets at an average of eight in
his last two matches, reaffirming
his value in the T20I setup.
Pakistan's Haris Rauf (up nine
places to 28) is the other notable
gainer in the bowling charts. In
the batting rankings, Sahibzada
Farhan climbed 31 places to
reach 24th spot after a fluent 58
off 45 balls against India, while
Hussain Talat made a staggering
jump of 1474 places to joint
234th following his match-win-
ning knock against Sri Lanka.
Bangladesh's Saif Hassan also
made a mark, rising 133 places
to 81st after his 61-run effort in
the Super Four stage. Among all-
rounders, Pakistan's Faheem
Ashraf moved up 12 places to
joint 39th, rewarded for his con-
sistent control with the ball, while
Sri Lanka's Wanindu Hasaranga
climbed to seventh place after
picking four wickets in his last
two outings.
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Dubai: Bangladesh's Mustafizur Rahman successfully runs out India's Abhishek Sharma
during the Asia Cup 2025 match between India and Bangladesh at Dubai International
Stadium in Dubai on Wednesday, September 24, 2025. (Photo: IANS/Biplab Banerjee)


