
MI News Service, Itanagar : Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has charged the Congress with an "inherent habit" of aban-
doning development work midway that is difficult , causing
significant harm to the Northeast. Addressing a rally at the In-
dira Gandhi Park in Itanagar after unveiling development
projects worth over Rs 5,100 crore on Monday, PM Modi said
he knew that the Northeast couldn't be developed from Delhi,
and so, he sent ministers and officers more frequently to the
region, and he himself came here more than 70 times."One
inherent habit of the Congress is that they never take up de-
velopment work which is difficult to do; they abandon it. This
habit of Congress caused significant harm to Arunachal
Pradesh and the entire Northeast. In the hilly and forested
areas, where development work was challenging, Congress

would declare the regions backward and simply forget them,"
he claimed. The PM said that with the launch of GST reforms
on the first day of Navratri today, people will receive a "double
bonanza" this festive season. "Today, next-generation GST re-
forms have been implemented across the country, and the GST
'Bachat Utsav' has begun. During the season of festivals, the
people have received a double bonanza," he said. "The GST
reforms will reduce kitchen budget, helping women," he
added. The PM said the previous Congress government kept
on increasing taxes even as everything got expensive. "Con-
gress imposed a heavy tax burden on the people, but our gov-
ernment has gradually reduced taxes, giving relief," he said.
Modi alleged the border villages were neglected by successive
Congress governments, leading to the migration of people 
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All India Trinamool Congress (TMC) national general secretary Abhishek Banerjee on Monday extended his greetings to the people of India on the occasion of Navratri, the auspicious
nine-day festival dedicated to Goddess Durga. Hindus across the country are preparing to celebrate Shardiya Navratri, which begins on September 22, 2025, and will culminate
with Dussehra on October 2, 2025. In his message, Banerjee said, “As we step into the sacred days of Navratri, I extend my warmest greetings to everyone across the country. This
festival is a celebration of Shakti, the eternal power of the divine feminine and a reminder that truth, courage, and righteousness always triumph over darkness.”

Abhishek Banerjee extends greetings on Navratri

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee inaugurated Kidderpore's 25 pally Durga Puja pandal ahead of the Durga Puja festival, in Kolkata
on Monday.                                                                                                                                                                              Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

Centre taking
undue credit
for GST rate
cuts: Mamata 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has reit-
erated that the Centre was
taking “undue credit” for
lowering GST rates, though
the move was  in fact first
initiated by her government
in the state long ago.   Her
statement came  soon after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in an address to the
nation on Sunday, said a
“GST savings festival” will
begin from the first day of
‘Navratri’ on Monday,
which, coupled with the
massive income tax exemp-
tion, will be a “double bo-
nanza” for most people.
“The Centre has been tak-
ing undue credit for lower-
ing GST rates, though the
move was initiated by the
state long ago’, she said. .

Without naming the
Prime Minister, Mamata
Bannerjee said, "We are
losing Rs 20,000 crore as
revenue, but we are happy
about the lowering of GST.
But why are you (Modi)
claiming credit for it? We
had sought a lower GST. It
was our suggestion at the
GST Council meeting with
the Union Finance Minister
(Nirmala Sitharaman)."

The Chief Minister also
asserted that the central
government is improperly
claiming credit for the re-
duction of GST rates, as de-
spite the possibility of losing
Rs 20,000 crores her gov-
ernment had  initiated the
move to  lower GST rates
and they had  first proposed
this during a GST Council
meeting. “Still we are happy
about the lowering of GST.
But why are you (Modi)
claiming credit for it?  It
was our suggestion at the
GST Council meeting” Ma-
mata Banerjee said .  The
chief minister also alleged
that the Modi government
has not released over
Rs1.92 crore as central
project allocations in sev-
eral schemes such as MGN-
REGS. “You are taking away
our money, causing difficul-
ties for us to run state-spon-
sored welfare projects like
Lakshmir Bhandar and Kr-

ishak Bandhu. We will con-
tinue to run our social wel-
fare schemes nevertheless,"
she said. The TMC supremo
also raised the issue of ha-
rassment of Bengali-speak-
ing migrants in BJP-ruled
states, saying: "If I speak in
Bengali, that is illegal, and if
I speak in another lan-
guage, that is legal. How
can you (BJP-ruled govern-
ment) say so? Why migrants
should be thrown out, being
labelled as Bangladeshis.
None has the right to insult
our Bengali-speaking resi-
dents.” There are allega-
tions that several Bengali-
speaking people hailing
from West Bengal were sent
to Bangladesh by the au-
thorities of various states.
Cases in this regard are
pending in the Calcutta
High Court. "Don't forget
that Bengal played a promi-
nent role in liberating the
country. If you (BJP) play
with fire, it is fraught with
danger; don't do that. Don't
split the country and rup-
ture its unity in diversity,"
she added.  Mamata Baner-
jee further said that 24,000
migrants came back to the
state from outside and
10,000 of them were reem-
ployed again. “We are giv-
ing money to all of them and
ensuring they are employed
in jobs befitting their skills,"
she said.

Congress used to abandon difficult
development work in NE : PM Modi

GST cut to save up
to Rs 1.5 lakh cr in
renewable energy
MI News Service , New
Delhi ; A considerable re-
duction on GST rate in  re-
newable energy alone will
save up to Rs 1.5 lakh crore
for investors till 2030, Union
New and Renewable Energy
Minister Pralhad Joshi said
on Monday. The minister’s
comments assume a special
significance as Monday is
the first day of implementa-
tion of the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) reduction, as
announced by  Union Fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on September 3
after the decision taken in
this regard by the GST
Council. In a bonanza to
consumers, the GST Coun-
cil, comprising the Centre
and states, had decided to
reduce tax rates on goods
and services, from Septem-
ber 22 -- the first day of
Navratri. The GST cut will
give a significant boost to
India's ambitious target of
having 500 GW of renew-
able energy by 2030. Talk-
ing to reporters on the
sidelines of the CII 6th Inter-
national Energy Confer-
ence, Joshi said, "I thank
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for cutting GST on re-
newable equipment from 18
per cent to 5 per cent, espe-
cially on the occasion of the
Navratri festival." He fur-
ther said this will save Rs
one trillion to Rs 1.5 trillion
for investors till 2030.

According to the Min-
istry of New & Renewable
Energy, given that India
plans to add around 300
GW of renewable energy
capacity by 2030, even a
modest 2-3 per cent cost re-
duction can free up Rs 11.5
trillion in investment capac-
ity. Rooftop Solar under PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yo-
jana will become cheaper
by Rs 9,000 to 10,500 per 3
kW System. Farmers under
PM-KUSUM are expected to
save Rs 1,750 crore on 10
lakh solar pumps with the
GST cut, the ministry esti-
mates show. Earlier, ad-
dressing the conference,
Joshi said at the COP26 in
2021, when Prime Minister
Modi first laid down the
roadmap for the country's
clean energy journey, he set
a target that many thought
was impossible: 500 GW of
non-fossil fuel capacity by
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Donald Trump and the new era of McCarthyism
MI News Service, Washington (DC) :
A modern-day political inquisition is
unfolding in “digital town squares”
across the United States. The slain
far-right activist Charlie Kirk has be-
come a focal point for a coordinated
campaign of silencing critics that
chillingly echoes one of the darkest
chapters in American history. Indi-
viduals who have publicly criticised
Kirk or made perceived insensitive
comments regarding his death are
being threatened, fired or doxed.
Teachers and professors have been
fired or disciplined, one for posting
that Kirk was racist, misogynistic
and a neo-Nazi, another for calling
Kirk a “hate-spreading Nazi”. Jour-
nalists have also lost their jobs after
making comments about Kirk’s as-

sassination, as has the late-night tel-
evision host Jimmy Kimmel. A web-
site called “Expose Charlie’s
Murderers” had been posting the

names, locations and employers of
people saying critical things about
Kirk before it was reportedly taken
down. Vice President JD Vance has

pushed for this public response, urg-
ing supporters to “call them ou  out
… hell, call their employer”. This is
far-right “cancel culture”, the likes
of which the US hasn’t seen since
the McCarthy era in the 1950s.

Today, however, a similar cam-
paign is being waged by the Trump
administration and others on the
right, who are stoking fears of the
“the enemy within”. This new cam-
paign to blacklist government critics
is following a similar pattern to the
McCarthy era, but is spreading
much more quickly, thanks to social
media, and is arguably targeting far
more regular Americans. Even be-
fore Kirk’s killing, there were wor
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Don't forget that
Bengal played a
prominent role
in liberating the
country. If you
(BJP) play with
fire, it is fraught
with danger;
don't do that.
Don't split the
country and 
rupture its unity
in diversity

--CM Mamata

”

PM unveils mega infra projects of Rs 5,100
crore in Arunachal, visits Tripura too
MI News Service, Itanagar / Agartala :
Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived
in Arunachal Pradesh on Monday
morning  and  unveiled infrastructure
projects worth Rs 5,125, 37 crore for
further development of this furthest
North Eastern state bordering China .
Participating in a programme at the In-
dira Gandhi Park in the capital city of
Itanagar, he virtually laid the founda-
tion stones for two major hydropower
projects in Shi Yomi district, and a con-
vention centre in Tawang. The Tato-I
project, with a capacity of 186 mw, will
be developed jointly by the Arunachal
Pradesh government and the North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation
Limited (NEEPCO) at Rs 1,750 crore. It
is expected to generate around 802
million units of electricity annually.
Earlier in the morning the Prime min-
ister  landed at the Donyi Polo Airport
in Hollongi  and flew to the Raj Bhavan
in Itanagar on a helicopter.

Later in the day the PM launched
several other infrastructure projects
worth over Rs 1,290 crore, catering to
various sectors, including connectivity,
health and fire safety, official sources
said, adding state  Governor KT Par-
naik, Chief Minister Pema Khandu and
Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju were also  present at the
event. After the government pro-
grammes the Prime Minister interacted
with local entrepreneurs and members
of  a number of self-help groups in
Itanagar. He also visited an exhibition,
organised at the Indira Gandhi Park,
There the PM explained to the traders
how the latest GST reforms would help
their businesses to grow further. He
also enquired about the locally made
items exhibited, and underlined the im-
portance of promoting indigenous
products as part of the government’s
‘Vocal for Local’ campaign. “The inter-

action served both as a major boost
and encouragement  for the local busi-
ness community and a reminder of the
government’s commitment to
strengthen grassroots entrepreneur-
ship in the frontier state,” official
sources said. From Arunachal Pradesh
PM  Modi  travelled to Tripura to attend
official functions there and performed
puja and ‘darshan’ before inaugurating
the development work of  the
famous‘Mata Tripura Sundari Temple
Complex’ at Matabari near Agartala.
The temple, one of the 51 ‘Shakti
Peethas’, has been redeveloped under
the Centre’s Pilgrimage Rejuvenation
and Spiritual Augmentation Drive
(PRASAD) scheme at Rs 52 crore. The
temple was built by the erstwhile 'Ma-
haraja' Dhanya Manikya of Tripura
way back in 1501.Tripura. Chief Minis-
ter Manik Saha, his cabinet colleagues

and senior government officials were
present at the programme. 

Following his arrival in Agartala,
the Prime minister travelled to Gomati
district headquarters, Udaipur, by hel-
icopter to inaugurate the redeveloped
Mata Tripura Sundari temple, 65 km
south of Agartala.A  senior police offi-
cial said a 12-kilometre roadshow from
Palatana helipad to the temple was also
organised with foolproof security meas-
ures put in place. After inaugurating
the redeveloped temple and the beau-
tified surroundings, PM Modi offered
puja at the Kali temple before returning
to   Agartala and left for Delhi. There
was,however, no public address pro-
gramme of the Prime Minister, the offi-
cial sources said. PM Modi's Monday
visit is the 11th visit to the state and the 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu during the foundation stone laying and inauguration of various de-
velopment projects, in Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh.

Today, next-generation GST reforms
have been implemented across the coun-
try, and the GST 'Bachat Utsav' has
begun. During the season of festivals, the
people have received a double bonanza

”
--PM Modi 

"GST-saving festival"
to be a part of devel-
oped, self-reliant
India : PM Modi

MI News Service, New
Delhi : Greeting people on
the first day of Navaratri,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the
auspicious period is special
this time as it will render
the mantra of 'swadeshi' a
new energy along with the
"GST-saving festival". He
called upon people to be
part of a collective effort to
realise the resolve of de-
veloped and self-reliant
India. The Prime minister
wished people good for-
tune and health during the
festive period.

Reduced GST rates on
a vast number of items
came into effect from
today, which PM Modi had
likened to a Grand Savings
Festival during his address
to the nation on Sunday
evening. Reiterating his
call for ‘vobal for local’, he
also urged the people to
buy more and more in-
digenous products. Prime
minister said 'swadeshi'
will render strength to the
country's prosperity in a
similar way it powered
India's freedom move-
ment. "We have to make
every home a symbol of
swadeshi. We have to dec-
orate every shop with
swadeshi (goods)," he had
said.  PM Modi  said GST
reforms will strengthen
the national economy and
provide relief from infla-
tion.  “ Our initiative to
simplify the tax system and
make it citizen-friendly has
ushered in Diwali early for
the capital's traders”, he
said adding "It feels as if
Diwali has come early this
year for the people and a
festive spirit is already vis-
ible across the country.
Meanwhile the festive
cheer is set to lift India's
travel industry this year,
with strong demand from
Gen Z travellers and a
surge in spiritual tourism
expected to drive book-
ings, even as overall
growth faces headwinds
from recent incidents and
geopolitical tensions, a top
executive in the travel in-
dustry said on Monday.
"The beginning of the year
was very strong with Jan-
uary, February and March
accounting for unprece-
dented growth, in terms of
yields, and it was an excel-
lent time for the industry
as a whole, he said."How-
ever, in June and July, we
saw disruption following
geopolitical tensions and
the unfortunate Air India
crash, which resulted in a
moderation of growth. The
industry has been flat over
the last four months in
terms of domestic flying
numbers, and the yields
have also tanked", the offi-
cial added. 
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MI News Service, Howrah: 
The 'Nabin Baran' (newly ar-
rived) and farewell reception 
for the outgoing students of 
the Indian Institute of Educa-
tion B.Ed College in Shyampur 
Naul, Howrah, was held at the 
Begum Rokeya Auditorium of 
the college on Saturday. Start-
ing at 10 am, the program 
'Tomar Holo Shuru Amar Holo  

Sara' geared up. The program 
continued throughout the day 
with dance, recitation, music, 
and Shruti drama by the for-
mer and new students. The 
students will also share their 
memorable moments from 
their college life on stage. The 
program was inaugurated by 
lighting the lamp, which was 
lit by the college's Secretary- 

Golam Ehia, H. O. D- Saurabh 
Mishra and the guests pres-
ent, along with the formal un-
veiling of the wall magazine 
'Ankar' on unity. In the event - 
College President - Moinuddin 
Midde, Secretary Golam Ehia, 
Assistant Secretary - Firoz 
Midde, Treasurer Hosnara Be-
gum, H, O.D - Saurabh Mish-
ra, Assistant Principal - Prabir 
Ghosh, Assistant President - 
Dr. Abid Hasan, Principal Sec 
Golam Nabi and others were 
present. The entire program 
was hosted by Kamalkanti 
Jana and Rumi Dolui (Datta). 
In thisday's program, Secre-
atry Golam Ehia spoke on the 
role of teachers in building so-
ciety and building the country. 
He also explained in detail the 
responsibilities, importance, 
and duties of teachers in so-
ciety.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Once again, the stage of Durga 
Puja in Bengal has turned into 
a race to crown the very best. 
On Monday, one of the state’s 
most prestigious awards, 
the “Utkarsha Arohan Sha-
rad Samman”, was officially 
launched. Out of a total of 550 
pujas, the best will be judged 
on parameters such as inno-
vative themes, creativity of 
idols, brilliance of lighting, 
and the effectiveness of social 
messages.

To mark the occasion, judg-
es gathered in Kolkata and cut 
a cake to flag off the puja se-
lection journey. Traveling in a 
specially designed vehicle un-
der the Utkarsha Arohan ban-
ner, the jury began their visits 
to identify the finest pujas. 
Among them were eminent 
sculptor Bimal Kundu, noted 
painter Subrata Gangopad-
hyay, art critic Madhuchhanda 

Sen, renowned mountaineer 
Debashish Biswas, and orga-
nizer Anupam Majumdar.

One of the key organizers, 
Anupam Majumdar, informed 
that the 15-member jury has 
been divided into nine teams, 
who will collectively visit 
around 150 puja pandals each 
day.

He said, “The Sharad festi-
val is not just about joy—it is 
a grand platform for creativity 
and artistic pursuit. The ‘Ut-
karsha Arohan Sharad Sam-
man’ has, for several years, 
been striving to recognize and 
encourage that artistic vision.”

Sculptor Bimal Kundu high-
lighted the social importance 
of Durga Puja, remarking:

“If art is to truly reach peo-
ple, then there can be no bet-
ter opportunity than a festival 
like Durga Puja, which is so 
deeply rooted in the collective 
consciousness.”

What sets this award apart 
is that it recognizes not only 
large-scale pujas but also 
those with modest budgets. 
The judging process is trans-
parent, ensuring that every 
creative initiative—big or 
small—receives due appreci-
ation.

Durga Puja in Bengal today 
is no longer just a religious 
festival; it has become a vast 
social and cultural emotion. 
Awards like Utkarsha Arohan 
honor that emotion while car-
rying forward the current of 
art. The winners’ names are 
announced before the end of 

the festival.
Thus, the Utkarsha Arohan 

Sharad Samman is not merely 
an award—it is an important 
benchmark for evaluating the 
artistry and social messag-
es that define Durga Puja, as 
puja organizers themselves 
believe.

MI News Service, Kalna: Tension 
gripped Kalna on Sunday after vil-
lagers stumbled upon scattered skel-
etal remains in a wetland, sparking 
suspicious of possible murder.

According to sources, a villager 
had gone to the forest in Rajbanshi 
Para under Satgachhia Panchayat 
on Sunday afternoon to cut bam-
boo poles when he first spotted 
human bones, including a skull and 
ribs, strewn across the ground. A 
bicycle was also recovered near 
the remains. Police from Kalna 
police station immediately reached 
the spot and recovered the bones, 
which were later sent to Burdwan 
Medical College and Hospital for 
autopsy. Preliminary observations 
suggest the skeleton may have re-
mained buried under waterlogged 
soil during the monsoon, surfac-
ing only after the waters receded. 
However, locals strongly suspect 
the body was dumped in the area 
after being murdered elsewhere. 
The discovery has reignited con-
cerns about the disappearance of 
Aniket Roy (25), a resident of Band-
hagachh in Hooghly district, who 
has been missing since July. Family 
members of Aniket claim the recov-
ered bicycle belongs to him, though 
they have not yet confirmed wheth-
er the remains are indeed his. Po-
lice have launched an investigation 
but remain cautious in their state-
ments. “Only after the autopsy will 
we be able to confirm the cause 
of death and identity of the vic-
tim,” said an investigating officer. 
The chilling find has left the area 
on edge, with locals demanding a 
thorough probe into how the skel-
etal remains and bicycle surfaced 
in the wetland. The unanswered 
question remains—was this a tragic 
death, or the silenced evidence of a 
cold-blooded crime?

MI News Service, Mursidabad: A 
fresh storm has erupted with TMC 
in Murshidabad after the appoint-
ment of a block president accused in 
murder case triggered open dissent 
between two party MLAs. The con-
troversy centers on Manju Sheikh, 
recently named block president of 
Beldanga East. Rejinagar MLA Ra-
biul Islam has raised strong objec-
tions, arguing that her appointment 
has caused “negative public reac-
tion” given her pending criminal 
case. “She is accused in a murder 
case, is absconding, and her bail 
was rejected in the Supreme Court. 
If such a person is made block pres-
ident, it sends the wrong message. 
I will raise this with the leadership 
and All India General Secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee,” Rabiul said.

However, Bharatpur MLA Huma-
yun Kabir countered his colleague’s 
criticism, questioning the timing of 
the objections. “Manju Sheikh has 
been functioning as block president 
for the past two years. If there was 
an issue, it should have been raised 
earlier. The decision on who holds 
the post rests solely with the top 
leadership,” Kabir stated. While 
the fresh confrontation has once 
again highlighted factional tensions 
in Murshidabad, observers note 
that such disputes have surfaced 
repeatedly in the district in recent 
years. Humayun Kabir himself has 
previously been at odds with other 
leaders and was even summoned 
before the party’s law and order 
committee. So far, Manju Sheikh has 
not issued any public response to 
the controversy. Party insiders say 
the matter is expected to be taken 
up at higher levels of leadership in 
the coming days.

MI News Service, East  
Midnapore: A horrific road 
accident during the Vishwakar-
ma Puja fair left two dead and 
at least ten injured on Sunday 
night, spreading panic among 
fair-goers on National Highway 
16 near Mechgram. According 
to police and eyewitnesses, a 
Kolkata-bound traveler’s car 
was struck from behind by a 
speeding trailer around 11:30 
pm, causing it to overturn in 
front of the fairgrounds. Sev-
eral people present at the fair 
were crushed as the vehicle 
flipped. Among the deceased 
are Bijoy Bera, secretary of the 
fair committee, and Riya Jana 
(30), a resident of Shyampur, 
Howrah, who had come to visit 
the fair.

Ten others sustained inju-
ries in the accident. Five of the 
critically injured were referred 
to Tamluk Medical College and 
Kolkata hospitals, while one 
was admitted to Pitpur Hospi-
tal. The remaining four were 
treated and discharged after 
primary care. ASI Vijay Man-
dal, who was on duty at the fair, 
was also injured in the incident. 
The Panshkura police and traf-
fic authorities have seized both 
vehicles involved. The driver of 
the trailer responsible for the 
collision is currently abscond-
ing, with efforts underway to 
apprehend him. Local residents 
described chaotic scenes as the 
accident unfolded, noting that 
the crowd had gathered at the 
fair since Sunday evening. Po-
lice are investigating the cir-
cumstances that led to the col-
lision, including allegations of 
speeding and negligence. The 
incident underscores concerns 
over traffic safety during public 
fairs on national highways, es-
pecially when large crowds and 
heavy vehicles share the road.

MI News Service, East 
Burdwan: A tragic accident 
claimed the lives of two la-
bourers on Sunday morning 
after they were overcome by 
poisonous gas while digging a 
well for a septic tank at a pri-
vate residence in Uttar Kailas-
hpur village. According to local 
sources, a group of five work-
ers had gathered at the home 
of Debashis Singharai to dig 
a well. Two of the labourers, 
identified as Sabir Ali Pradhan 
(Dhatrigram, East Burdwan) 
and Samu (Pandua, Hooghly), 
entered the well first and were 
immediately affected by toxic 
gas emanating from the con-
fined space.

In an attempt to rescue 
their colleagues, the remain-
ing three workers entered the 
well but were also overcome. 
Quick action by neighbours 
and family members allowed 
the three to be pulled out and 
given first aid. Unfortunately, 
Sabir Ali Pradhan and Samu 
could not be saved. Police and 
fire brigade personnel rushed 
to the scene, retrieved the 
bodies, and sent them to Burd-
wan Medical College Hospital, 
where doctors confirmed death 
due to inhalation of poisonous 
gas. The incident has left the 
local community and fellow 
workers shaken. Authorities 
are investigating the circum-
stances of the accident and 
cautioning about the dangers 
of confined-space work, partic-
ularly in wells and septic tanks 
where toxic gases can accumu-
late quickly. This tragic event 
highlights the persistent risks 
faced by labourers in informal 
construction and excavation 
work, emphasizing the need 
for stringent safety measures 
and preventive protocols.

MI News Service, Howrah: The 
Shibpur Central Botanical Labo-
ratory under the Botanical Survey 
of India (BSI) has added a historic 
feather to its cap by inaugurating 
the country’s first-ever Antarctic 
Gallery and Research Centre. The 
initiative, unveiled in Howrah, 
marks a new milestone in India’s 
scientific engagement with the fro-
zen continent.

India has been conducting bo-
tanical research in Antarctica 
since 1996, with permanent sta-
tions established at Bharati, Mai-
tri, and Dakshin Gangotri. Unlike 
lush vegetation, the icy terrain 
sustains only algae — microscopic 
and macroscopic species that often 
remain invisible to the naked eye, 
yet play a pivotal role in maintain-
ing ecological balance. Scientists 
estimate that nearly 50 percent of 
the Earth’s oxygen originates from 
algae, making their study vital 
amid rising concerns over global 
warming. The newly inaugurated 
Antarctic Gallery seeks to repli-
cate the icy ecosystem, offering a 
window into the fragile world of 
algae thriving in extreme polar 
conditions. 

MI News Service, Asansol: A 
seemingly trivial over bursting 
firecrackers turned into a violent 
clash between two families in North 
Asansol on Sunday night, leaving a 
child allegedly strangled and several 
people injured. According to police 
and local sources, members of Singh 
Family complained that children 
from the neighboring Yadav house-
hold were repeatedly setting off fire-
crackers in front of their residence.

Despite repeated warnings, the 
fireworks continued- some even 
allegedly being ignited under the 
Singh’s parked diesel vehicle, rais-
ing fears of fire. Matters escalated 
when the elders of the Yadav fam-
ily allegedly encouraged the chil-
dren’s behavior. The confrontation 
spiraled out of control, culminating 
in an attack on the Singh family. 
At least 20 members of the Yadav 
family allegedly stormed into their 
residence, armed with sticks. Five 
members of the Singh family sus-
tained injuries; two were released 
after preliminary treatment, while 
three remain under medical care 
at Asansol district hospital. The 
head of one Singh family member 
was reportedly fractured in the 
assault. In a shocking counter-al-
legation, the Yadav claimed that 
the Singhs had strangled their five-
year old child under the pretext of 
disciplining him for bursting fire-
crackers. 

MI News Service, Murshidabad: 
A tragic accident involving a Toto ve-
hicle and a gas-filled dumper has left 
seven people, including six school 
students, seriously injured. The in-
cident, which occurred on Monday 
afternoon in the Manoharpur village 
of the Kandi police station area in 
Murshidabad's Berhampur district, 
has sparked serious concerns about 
the safety of children traveling to 
and from school in unregulated pri-
vate vehicles.

The accident took place around 
12 noon when a Toto, returning 
from a private school exam, was 
struck by a dumper truck. The colli-
sion resulted in severe injuries to all 
seven occupants of the Toto. The in-
jured students have been identified 
as Arnab Mondal, Tausif Mondal, 
Toton Mondal, Arghya Mondal, Shi-
vam Mondal, and Kaushik Ghosh. 
The driver of the Toto was also 
injured. All victims were rushed 
to Kandi Sub-district Hospital for 
urgent medical care. Unofficial 
School Transportation The incident 
has brought to light the prevalent 

use of private Toto vehicles as un-
official "pullcars" for students. Ac-
cording to school representative 
Subir Ghosh, the school does not 
provide its own transport. Instead, 
parents arrange for their children 
to travel in these unregulated Totos. 
This practice, common in the re-
gion, lacks any safety oversight and 
has now led to a serious accident. 
Parents of the injured students 
confirmed that their children reg-
ularly used the Toto for their daily 
commute. Investigation Underway 
Local authorities have initiated an 
investigation into the accident. The 
driver of the gas-filled dumper fled 
the scene and remains at large. Po-
lice at the Kandi station have stated 
that they are actively searching for 
the absconding driver and the ve-
hicle. The condition of the injured 
victims is currently stable, and they 
are all receiving treatment at the 
hospital. This incident serves as a 
grim reminder of the dangers posed 
by inadequate and unsafe transpor-
tation for school-going children in 
the region.

MI News Service, South 24 Pgs: 
Nine fishermen from Kultali had 
brush with death after their fishing 
trawler began sinking in the Bay of 
Bengal while they were out catch-
ing fish. The timely intervention of 
the Maipith Coastal intervention 
and local fishermen’s union saved 
their lives late Sunday night. Ac-
cording to sources, the fishermen- 
all residents of Nagenabad Molla 
Para under Maipith Coastal police 
station limits- had ventured out.

 According to sources, the fish-
ermen — all residents of Nagen-
abad Molla Para under Maipith 
Coastal Police Station limits — had 
ventured out to sea on the trawl-
er FB Masuna. While fishing near 
Jinjira Island, the vessel struck a 
submerged obstacle. The impact 
ruptured the boat’s hull, allowing 
river water to gush inside. Within 
moments, the trawler began listing 
dangerously, leaving the fishermen 
stranded in the middle of the sea. 
Panic spread among the crew, who 

quickly contacted members of the 
Maipith Fishermen’s Union and in-
formed their families. The Coastal 
Police were also alerted. Acting 
swiftly, police personnel and union 
members launched a separate 
rescue vessel. After several tense 
hours at sea, all nine fishermen 
were brought back to shore alive. 
One of the rescued men, Morselim 
Sheikh, recounted the harrowing 
experience: “We were fishing at 
night when the boat suddenly hit a 
cliff-like structure. The hull cracked 
and water started flooding in. We 
thought we would sink. Thankfully, 
we managed to inform others, and 
they came in time. Otherwise, we 
would not be alive today.” The inci-
dent has once again highlighted the 
risks faced by fishermen venturing 
into the rough waters of the Bay 
of Bengal, particularly during the 
ongoing Hilsa season. Local author-
ities are expected to conduct checks 
on the safety conditions of fishing 
boats operating in the region.

MI News Service, Kalyani: A pet-
ty dispute over a goat spiraled into 
a brutal assault on Monday, leav-
ing a 45-year-old woman battling 
for life in hospital.

The victim, identified as Asiya 
Sheikh, a resident of Jhitkipota 
under Kotwali police station, was 
allegedly attacked with a sharp 
weapon by her neighbour, Sajidul 
Khan alias Saji, following an old 
quarrel.

According to police, the feud 
began about six weeks ago when 

Asiya’s goat strayed into Khan’s 
house and damaged some plants. 
Though the matter was reported-
ly settled at the time, tension had 
been simmering ever since.

On Monday morning, while 
Asiya was standing by the road-
side, Khan allegedly approached 
her from behind and hacked her 
repeatedly with a sharp weapon. 
Eyewitnesses raised an alarm, 
and her family members rushed 
to the spot. The grievously injured 
woman was taken first to Kotwa-

li police station and later shifted 
to Shaktinagar District Hospital, 
where she remains in a critical 
condition.

Asiya’s son claimed this was not 
the first incident. “My mother runs 
a small grocery shop by the road-
side. Earlier, they had even set fire 
to it. Today, they tried to kill her,” 
he alleged.

Khan fled the scene immedi-
ately after the attack. Police have 
launched a manhunt and initiated 
a probe into the incident.

MI News Service, Krishnanagar: 
What was meant to be a festive 
homecoming turned into a heart-
breaking tragedy for a family in Na-
dia. BSF jawan Subrata Biswas (36), 
who was expected to return home 
on Mahalaya to celebrate Durga 
Puja with his wife and children, 
came back instead in a coffin.

A resident of Hudo Digambarpur 
village in Krishnaganj near the In-
do-Bangladesh border, Subrata was 
serving with the 183rd Battalion of 
the BSF, Echo Company, in Megha-
laya. After missing last year’s puja, 
his family had been eagerly waiting 
to celebrate together this year. 

On September 19, he boarded a 
train with two colleagues, informing 
his wife Shulekha over the phone 
that he would alight at Malda the 
next morning and reach home by 

evening. Those words turned out to 
be his last.

Hours after the train’s departure, 
his body was recovered near the 
railway tracks close to New Cooch 
Behar station. Railway staff on duty 
first noticed the incident, suggesting 

that he might have fallen from the 
moving train.

The shocking news spread quick-
ly, plunging his native village into 
grief. On Monday afternoon around 
4 pm, his coffin reached the family 
home escorted by BSF officials. The 
scene turned heart-wrenching as 
wife Shulekha fainted at the sight 
of her husband’s body, while their 
Sumit (13) and Nahi (5) were left 
stunned by the sudden loss of their 
father.

BSF personnel paid Subrata 
Biswas a Guard of Honour before 
the body was taken to Nabadwip 
crematorium for the final rites.

The family’s joyous anticipation 
of Durga Puja celebrations has now 
been replaced with inconsolable 
sorrow,“He did return home, but in 
a coffin.”

MI News Service, Kalyani:  A 
Government school on Monday inau-
gurated a robot named as Sunanda 
which will act as a helping hand to 
work like a group D worker. They de-
manded that it is the first ever in any 
Government school in West Bengal. 
It also will attract students to remain 
present in school, Headmaster, Ra-
men Bhawal said.

Kalyani Pannalal Institution (HS), 
a Government school, which was es-
tablished in 1956 in Nadia's Kalyani 
has a good fame and many alum-
nis are established throughout the 
world.

However, one of the alumnis, San-
dipa Mukherjee, who works in Dubai 
now has donated Rs. 46.5 lakh to his 
school. He said, " School had pro-
posed me for funding and I have done 
it. But the planning was developed by 
the school authority."

The school authority has devel-

oped ' Sandip Mukherjee Classroom', 
in memory of his father late Basudeb 
Mukherjee, including a new 75 inch  
TV, 58.5 KVA 3 phase generator and 
a humanoid robot, Soudip Das, Asst. 
Headmaster and Project Coordinator, 
said.

" The humanoid robot will help in 
moving to teachers room with notice 
book, will help in providing drinking 
water to the students in examination 
halls during school examinations and 
during competitive examinations for 
outside candidates. It also will do 
some more works like as a group D 
worker, " Soudip Das said. However,

the school has a plan to set up a lift 

for the under construction 3 storied 
building.

While the school has 2 group D 
staff in place of 5, this will immensely 
help in various works, said Headmas-
ter Ramen Chandra Bhawal.

Sandip Mukherjee said, " If some-
one suddenly enters our school, may 
assume that it is a private school 
because of well maintained environ-
ment in this Government school." 

According to HM, the local indus-
tries co-operate in various develop-
ment. Side by side he has called the 
ex students to step forward to fund in 
development of the institution.

The students were enthusiasts. A 
student Roni Bala of class nine said, 
" I have seen rare school with smart 
class rooms and having humanoid 
robot that is consisted by our school. 
Most of the students find interest to 
appear school for the facilities and it 
is good for students."
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hull splits in Bay of Bengal

Freshers' welcome and farewell reception 
at Indian Institute B.Ed. College in Shyampur

‘Utkarsha Arohan’ Sharad Samman: 
The journey to find the most exceptional pujas begins

Preparation underway at Ultadanga Yuba Brinda Durga Puja pandal in Kolkata on Monday. Artist paints a sculpture, giving final touches to the preparations ahead of Durga Puja, at Bidhan Sangha in Kolkata on Monday.

On September 21, 2025, Councillor Mausami Dey organized a program at Santosh Mitra Square, Ward No. 50, to dis-
tribute sarees among needy women on the occasion of Mahalaya. National Spokesperson of the All India Trinamool 
Congress Party Kunal Ghosh, Riju Dutta,  Shakti Pratap Singh,  Biswajit Deb,  Mala Saha, Babun Banerjee, along with 
former INTTUC North Kolkata President and social activist  Ashok Kumar Chakraborty alias Mana Chakraborty, were 
present at the event.

Deshopriyo Park Pujo Mandap recently witnessed  a historic invocation of Goddess Durga where 5672 women played 
' Shankha' at a time in the Mandap arena. It was organised by Keya Seth for ' Shakti Aradhana.'  The unique event 
that created mass appeal has already entered into the Asia Book of Records and India Book of Record.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee interacts and addresses people after the inauguration of Kidderpore 74 Pally Durga Puja pandal
ahead of the Durga Puja festival, in Kolkata on Monday.                                                                                                      Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

Abhishek Banerjee
extends greetings

on Navratri

MI News Service, Kolkata:
All India Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek
Banerjee on Monday ex-
tended his greetings to the
people of India on the occa-
sion of Navratri, the auspi-
cious nine-day festival
dedicated to Goddess Durga.

Hindus across the coun-
try are preparing to cele-
brate Shardiya Navratri,
which begins on September
22, 2025, and will culminate
with Dussehra on October 2,
2025. The festival holds im-
mense cultural and religious
significance, symbolising the
victory of good over evil and
the triumph of righteous-
ness over darkness. In his
message, Banerjee said, “As
we step into the sacred days
of Navratri, I extend my
warmest greetings to every-
one across the country. This
festival is a celebration of
Shakti, the eternal power of
the divine feminine and a
reminder that truth,
courage, and righteousness
always triumph over dark-
ness.” He further added,

“May the divine grace of
MaaDurga dispel all shad-
ows, strengthen our collec-
tive resolve, and illuminate
our path towards peace,
prosperity, and justice for
all.”

Abhishek Banerjee, who
represents Diamond Har-
bour in the Lok Sabha, high-
lighted the festival’s role in
fostering unity, devotion,
and moral strength among
communities. Navratri is ob-
served with great fervour in
temples, homes, and public
spaces, featuring rituals,
prayers, and cultural per-
formances. Devotees engage
in fasting, chanting, and
worship of Goddess Durga
in her nine forms, each day
symbolising a different as-
pect of divinity and virtue.

The festival also inspires
social and cultural gather-
ings, including traditional
dance forms like Garba and
Dandiya, which bring com-
munities together to cele-
brate the spirit of devotion
and joy. Across India, vari-
ous regional customs mark
the days leading up to
Dussehra, reflecting the di-
versity and vibrancy of In-
dian culture.

Banerjee’s message
comes at a time when cele-
brations are set to attract
large crowds, with devotees
participating in both spiri-
tual and cultural activities
while observing Covid-19
safety guidelines. Leaders
and public figures across the
country often extend greet-
ings during this period, rein-
forcing the values of faith,
resilience, and harmony
that Navratri embodies.

GST cut to save up
to Rs 1.5 lakh cr in
renewable energy

PM unveils mega infra projects of Rs 5,100
crore in Arunachal, visits Tripura too

From PG 1
2030. "Today, I am proud to
say that we have already
achieved over 50 per cent of
our installed power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources,
and we have done it five
years ahead of the timeline.
We have also crossed 50 per
cent of the 500 GW target
(252 GW)," he said. He in-
formed that nearly 20 lakh
homes have benefited from
solar power under the PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yo-
jana. He further said in a
recent clean energy auction,
Madhya Pradesh secured
India's lowest-ever price for
solar power with battery
storage at just Rs 2.70 per
unit. He said the transmis-
sion system has been
planned for about 537 GW
of renewable energy capac-
ity by 2030.

From PG 1
from these areas. He claimed
that the Congress also over-
looked Arunachal Pradesh, as
it has only two Lok Sabha
seats. "When I was given the
opportunity to serve the na-
tion in 2014, I resolved to free
the country from the mindset
of Congress. Our guiding prin-
ciple is not the number of
votes or seats in any state, but
'nation first'. Our only mantra
is 'Nagrik Devo Bhava' (the
citizen is God)," he said. "Modi
worships those whom no one
has ever asked about. That is
why Arunachal Pradesh,
which was neglected during
Congress rule, has since 2014
become a centre of develop-
mental priority," he added.
The PM said the projects he
unveiled were an example of
"double benefits" of the "dou-
ble-engine" government.
"Arunachal got Rs 1 lakh
crore from Centre in the last
10 years, which is 16 times
more than what it got during
Congress rule," he said.

Donald Trump and the
new era of McCarthyism

Congress used to
abandon difficult  
development work 
in NE : PM Modi

From PG 1
second visit to the Tripura
Mata  Sundari temple since
he became the Prime Minis-
ter in 2014. He visited and
offered puja to the  temple
earlier on April 7, 2019, and
his last trip to Tripura was
on April 17, 2024, in connec-
tion with the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Sahataking to his of-
ficial X account, CM Saha
had earlier said: “The en-
chanting nighttime super-
natural view of the new
infrastructure of Mother's
Abode, built under the
Prasad Project! The mes-
merizing complex, blessed
by Mother's grace, reflects
the deep reverence and
gratitude of the current gov-
ernment towards Mother.
The entire population of
Tripura is eagerly awaiting
the grand inauguration by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Ji on   September 22.”
The 524-year-old Tripura

Sundari temple has been re-
developed at a cost of over
Rs 52 crore. The Tripura
government also contributed
Rs 7 crore to this project.The
Tripura Sundari temple in
southern Tripura's Gomati
district is an iconic temple
and is a symbol of the state's
rich cultural heritage. The
temple, built in 1501 by the
state's erstwhile king Ma-
haraja Dhanya Manikya in
Udaipur, is one of the 51
Shakti Peethas in the coun-
try and the third such shrine
in eastern India after the
Kali temple in Kolkata's Ka-
lighat and the Kamakhya
temple in Guwahati. At the
end of the 517-year rule by
hundreds of kings, on Octo-
ber 15, 1949, the erstwhile
princely state of Tripura be-
came a part of  India after a
merger agreement was
signed between Kanchan
Prabha Devi, then regent
Maharani, and the Governor
General.

From PG 1
rying signs of a McCarthyist revival in the early days of the 
second Trump administration. After Trump ordered the dis-
mantling of public Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) pro-
grammes, civil institutions, universities, corporations and
law firms were pressured to do the same. Some were threat-
ened with investigation or freezing of federal funds. In
Texas, a teacher was accused of guiding Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) squads to suspected non-citi-
zens at a high school. A group called the Canary Mission
identified pro-Palestinian green-card holders for deporta-
tion. And just this week, the University of California at
Berkeley admitted to handing over the names of staff ac-
cused of antisemitism. Supporters of the push to expose
those criticising Kirk have framed their actions as protecting
the country from “un-American”, woke ideologies. This nar-
rative only deepens polarisation by simplifying everything
into a Manichean world view: the “good people” versus the
corrupt “leftist elite”. The fact the political assassination of
Democratic lawmaker Melissa Hortman did not  garner the
same reaction from the right reveals a gross double stan-
dard at play. Another double standard: attempts to silence
anyone criticising Kirk’s divisive ideology, while being per-
missive of his more odious claims. For example, he once
called George Floyd, a Black man killed by police, a “scum-
bag”. In the current climate, empathy is not a “made-up,
new age term”, as Kirk once said, but appears to be highly
selective. This brings an increased danger, too. When neigh-
bours become enemies and dialogue is shut down, the pos-
sibilities for conflict and violence are exacerbated. Many are
openly discussing the parallels with the rise of fascism in
Germany, and even the possibility of another civil war. The
parallels between McCarthyism and Trumpism are stark
and unsettling. In both eras, dissent has been conflated with
disloyalty. How far could this go? Like the McCarthy era, it
partly depends on the public reaction to Trump’s tactics. 

TangraHigh-RiseTragedy

Woman Falls to Death from 25th Floor
MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata
has once again been rocked by a
shocking death in Tangra, barely days
after the triple murder case that had
left the city shaken. On Monday
morning, the lifeless body of a 29-
year-old woman, identified as Gari-
maLodh, was recovered from beneath
a high-rise building in the Canal
South Road area.

According to local sources,
Garima had been residing on the 25th
floor of the upscale residential com-
plex along with her parents and sister
for the past year. Around 7:30 am,
residents and security staff were star-
tled by a loud thud. Rushing to the
spot, they discovered Garima lying in
a pool of blood, having apparently
plunged from the 25th floor. The
gruesome sight left the entire com-
plex in shock. She was immediately

rushed to the hospital, but doctors de-
clared her brought dead. Police later
sent the body for post-mortem to as-
certain the exact cause of death. Pre-
liminary investigations suggest
suicide, though officers are not ruling
out other angles. Family members
told investigators that Garima had
dinner with them on Sunday night be-
fore going to bed. Nothing unusual
had been noticed in her behavior.
However, on Monday morning she re-
portedly jumped out of the window of
her room. CCTV footage from the
building confirms that the young
woman fell from her own apartment.

During the search of her room,
police recovered a half-empty bottle
of liquor and some scattered belong-
ings. These findings have led investi-
gators to suspect that she consumed
alcohol before taking the extreme

step. The police have registered a
case and initiated further inquiry. The
tragedy comes close on the heels of
another disturbing incident in Tan-
gra, where two brothers recently at-
tempted to kill their wives and
children before trying to take their
own lives. One child miraculously sur-
vived, while another succumbed to in-
juries. The back-to-back incidents
have triggered unease among resi-
dents of the Tangra locality. While the
motive behind Garima’s death re-
mains unclear, police are awaiting the
autopsy report and statements from
her family members to piece together
the circumstances leading up to the
incident. The sudden death of the
young woman has cast a pall of gloom
over the Canal South Road neighbor-
hood, where residents are demanding
a thorough investigation.

Unidentified 
Youth’s Body 
Found In
New Town
MI News Service, Kolkata: A
dramatic scene unfolded in
Newtown on Monday after-
noon, when the body of an
unidentified youth was dis-
covered lying near Tank No.
11 under the jurisdiction of
Eco Park Police Station. The
shocking sight drew crowds
of onlookers and created a
stir in the area, with many
struggling to comprehend
what had happened in
broad daylight. According to
local sources, several work-
ers employed in the vicinity
were carrying out routine
duties in the morning when
they noticed the young man.
On closer inspection, they
were alarmed to see him
lying motionless in a pool of
blood. They immediately
alerted the police, who soon
arrived at the scene and re-
covered the body. At pres-
ent, investigators are
probing the circumstances
behind the death. While it is
unclear whether the man’s
demise resulted from an ac-
cident or foul play, police are
actively examining all an-
gles. Nearby, there is a labor
room where several mobile
phones were reported stolen
on Sunday night. Officers
are investigating whether
the deceased was in any
way connected to the theft.
Speculation is also rife that
the youth may have been as-
saulted. Forensic tests and
autopsy reports are ex-
pected to provide clarity. Po-
lice sources, however,
indicated that preliminary
assessments suggest the
possibility of an accidental
death. CCTV footage from
the surrounding area is also
being reviewed for leads.
One local worker recounted,
“We are all residents of Bur-
dwan and currently working
here. Last night, four of our
mobile phones were stolen
from our quarters. We don’t
know if this boy was the one
who did it. 

Professor and 2 Others Held for
Minor’s Kidnapping in Kolkata
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata was left stunned on
Monday after police arrested
a college professor on
charges of kidnapping a
minor girl. The accused,
identified as Arunima
Chand, is a physics lecturer
at the reputed Dinabandhu
Andrews College in Garia.
Her alleged involvement in
such a crime has shocked
not only the public but also
the investigating officers
themselves. According to po-
lice, three people were taken
into custody in connection
with the case: Professor
Arunima Chand, her daugh-
ter Anushka Chand Choud-
hury, and her brother
Anubhava Chand. The trio
were arrested from the
Kasba police station area
and are expected to be pro-
duced before court. Sources
revealed that the abducted
minor is a resident of the
Chatal area near Dum Dum
Metro Station. She went
missing on Friday, Septem-
ber 19. After frantic
searches throughout the day
failed, her family lodged a
missing complaint at the
Sinthee police station. Inves-
tigators began combing
through CCTV footage from
the locality, which ultimately
provided crucial leads.

The footage showed that
the minor was lured by

Arunima’s daughter,
Anushka, who offered her a
coconut drink. At the time of
the abduction, the professor
was also present but made
no attempt to intervene.
Subsequent footage revealed
the group boarding the
Metro and travelling to
Garia, where the victim was
confined inside their resi-
dence. Police kept the sus-
pects under close
surveillance before launch-
ing a rescue operation. On
Monday morning, officers
successfully recovered the
kidnapped minor from the
Garia house and immedi-
ately arrested the three ac-
cused.

Investigators are now in-
terrogating the professor
and her family to determine
the motive behind the ab-
duction, which remains un-
clear. Officers admitted that
the case is unusual and dis-
turbing, given the profes-
sional and social standing of
the accused. Local residents
expressed disbelief, ques-
tioning how an educator as-
sociated with a prestigious
institution could be involved
in such an offence. Police
have filed formal charges,
and further inquiry is under-
way to establish whether
any additional individuals
were connected to the
crime. 

Taratala Flyover Height Bar Crashes
After Truck Hits, Traffic Snarls

Mini Firoz Arrested
in Delhi, Kolkata
Gang Shootout Case
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata police on Sunday
night arrested Mini Firoz,
the prime accused in the
Gulshan Colony shootout,
from Delhi, bringing an end
to his 10-day absconding pe-
riod. Firoz, also known as
Mohammad Firoz, is a local
strongman in eastern
Kolkata whose gang had
wreaked havoc in the resi-
dential area near the East-
ern Metropolitan Bypass on
September 11. Firoz has
been booked under sections
109/3(5)/324(2)/351(3) of the
BNS, sections 25/27 of the
Arms Act, and section 9 of
the West Bengal Mainte-
nance of Public Order Act,
Kolkata Police officials con-
firmed. “He is being brought
to Kolkata on transit re-
mand,” they added. Four
other accused in the case
are already in police custody.

A special team of
Kolkata Police traced Firoz
to Delhi following a credible
tip-off and apprehended him
at his hideout in the national
capital. Among those al-
ready arrested in connection
with the case are Moham-
mad Amber, alias Moham-
mad Nafis; Md. Sajid;
Ahmed Hossain, alias Md.
Madhu; and Raja Khan.
Sources said Md. Sajid is a
close aide of Firoz. Police re-
covered multiple weapons
from the accused during the
arrests. CCTV footage from
September 11 shows Firoz
and his gang vandalizing
bikes, assaulting shopkeep-
ers, and hurling crude coun-
try-made bombs. 

DNA Confirms Monojit
Mishra’s Role in South 
Calcutta Law College Case
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata Police have stated
in their chargesheet that
DNA evidence links Monojit
‘Mango’ Mishra to the al-
leged sexual assault of a
student at South Calcutta
Law College. The
chargesheet, submitted to
the Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Alipore, names
Mishra, an alumnus of the
college and the prime ac-
cused, along with three oth-
ers implicated in the case.
According to police officials,
DNA tests confirmed the
presence of both the sur-
vivor and Mishra at the
crime scene, which has
been identified as the col-
lege guard room. “The DNA
report appears to be one of
the most crucial pieces of
evidence in this case,” an
officer said. Investigators
have also highlighted the
role of CCTV footage col-
lected from the college
premises, as well as from
two nearby shops, in cor-
roborating the allegations.
The recordings show that
the crime took place inside
the guard room. The actions
of the other accused, Pramit
Mukherjee and Zaib
Ahmed, who were report-
edly stationed outside the
room, along with that of the
security guard, are also 
visible on the footage.

Traditional Boat Race at Kanmari

MI News Service, N. 24 pgs:  In Kanmari, under the Hat-
gachhi Gram Panchayat area of North 24 Parganas, a
traditional boat race was held on the ancient Bidyadhari
River, organized by the Bharat Sevashram Sangha. This
decades-old heritage competition took place on Monday.
On the occasion, Bharat Sevashram Sangha also distrib-
uted clothes to underprivileged families of the locality
and organized various cultural programs, which brought
great enthusiasm among the villagers.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Traffic chaos gripped South
Kolkata on Monday morning
after a goods vehicle
rammed into the height bar
at the Taratala flyover, caus-
ing a section of the iron
structure to collapse onto
the road. The incident led to
massive congestion along
Diamond Harbour Road,
leaving commuters stranded
for hours at the start of the
workweek.

According to police
sources, the mishap oc-
curred around dawn when
a heavy goods carrier struck
the height bar that had re-
cently been installed to reg-
ulate oversized vehicles and
prevent heavy trucks from
accessing the flyover. The
impact caused part of the
iron beam to crash onto the
road below. Fortunately, no
casualties were reported,
though the truck’s wind-
shield and upper portion
were damaged. Authorities
explained that the height
bar had been erected only a
short while ago by Kolkata
Police to control the entry of
large vehicles onto the busy

flyover. However, Monday’s
incident revealed lapses in
enforcement. Many com-
muters questioned why no
civic volunteers or traffic of-
ficers were present at the
spot to prevent such a viola-
tion. As the collapsed struc-
ture blocked a key stretch of
the arterial road, a serpen-
tine queue of vehicles built
up quickly. Office-goers and
daily commuters bore the
brunt of the disruption,
some expressing anger at
the lack of traffic manage-
ment. One motorist re-
marked, “Police installed
the height bar to restrict
heavy vehicles, but if truck
drivers ignore it, what’s the
point? Who is ensuring
compliance?” Another com-
muter added, “It’s shocking
that such a large lorry man-
aged to get through unde-
tected. Isn’t it the
responsibility of traffic po-
lice or civic volunteers to
monitor this stretch, espe-
cially at night?” Police have
since deployed personnel to
manage traffic and oversee
removal of the damaged
structure. 

Youth Dies by Suspected Suicide in Port Area
MI News Service, Kolkata: A gunshot victim was found
early  in the port area, triggering a flurry of questions
about whether the death was a homicide or suicide. By
mid-morning police established the identity of the young
man: ShreshthaDurka, a resident of Hastings. Officers
probing the case said the body bore a single gunshot
wound to the right temple. The bullet did not exit the skull,
investigators added, and forensic teams were summoned
to process the scene. After recovery of the body, police
traced Shreshtha’s address in the Hastings police district
and informed his elderly parents, who were unaware of
their son’s death. The couple described Shreshtha as their
only child; he was unmarried. Neighbours told detectives
that Shreshtha had left his home early claiming he was
going out for tea. He was later found in the port area with
a revolver nearby. Police suspect he shot himself in the
head, and a suicide note recovered from his house ap-
pears to support that theory. 
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Name Change
I, Sikha Ghosh D/o. Late Paritosh
Kumar Basu W/o. Late Indra
Kishore Ghosh residing at 7, Gopi
Mohan Mukherjee Street, Belur
Math, Howrah, PIN - 711202 have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Shikha Ghosh as
declared before the Notary Public
at Alipore Court (WB) vide Affidavit
Sl. no. 28/2025 dated 10.9.2025.
Sikha Ghosh and Shikha Ghosh
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Joy Jaiswal (Id proff docs), s/o
Rama Shankar Jaiswal, residing at
18/F, Raja Raj Ballav Street, Bagh-
bazar, Kolkata-700003, W.B. de-
clare that my name has also been
recorded in my son's educational
documents & shall henceforth be
known as Jay Jaiswal as declared
before the Ld. Judicial Magistrate
(1st Class) at Kolkata vide Affidavit
No. 350 dt. 08.09.2025 that Joy
Jaiswal & Jay Jaiswal are same &
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Smt. Rousan Akthara Begum,
spouse of No. 13672715K Rank Ex
NK Name Late Md. Mahamudul
Hasan resident of Vill.-Karajgram,
P.O.- Karajgram, Dist.-Purba Bard-
haman (WB), Pin- 713502 have
change my Name & Date of birth
from Smt. Rousun Akthara Begum
& 15 Sep 1961 to Rousana Akhtara
Begum & 01 Jan 1958 vide Affidavit
dated 19 Sep 2025 before the Court
of Ld. Sub. Div. Executive Magis-
trate (1st Class) Katwa, Purba
Bardhaman.

Name Change
I, Sk Abdul Masum (Old Name) S/o
Late Sk Raup Ali Residing at Vill -
Bostey, P.o - Mandra, P.s - Dhani-
akhali, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712301, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Sk Masum Ali
(New Name) as declared before the
Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st Class) at
Hooghly Sadar vide affidavit no
5301 Dated 25-06-2025. Sk Abdul
Masum  (Old Name) and Sk Masum
Ali (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Maqsood Alam (Old Name) S/o
Md Mahboob Alam Residing at
Azad Nagar, Burnpur, P.o - Burn-
pur, P.s - Hirapur, District - Paschim
Bardhaman, Pin - 713325, West
Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
Known as Md Maqusood Alam
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 22-09-2025. Md Maqsood
Alam  (Old Name) and Md
Maqusood Alam (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Abubakkar Sardar
(Old Name) S/o Mohammad Ali Sar-
dar Residing at Vill - Iswaripur
South, P.o - Iswaripur, P.s - Jibantala,
District - South 24 Parganas, Pin -
743502, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Abubakkar Sar-
dar (New Name) as declared before
the Notary Public Kolkata vide affi-
davit Dated 22-09-2025. Mohammad
Abubakkar Sardar  (Old Name) and
Abubakkar Sardar (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajina Sardar (Old Name) W/o
Abubakkar Sardar Residing at Vill -
Iswaripur South, P.o - Iswaripur, P.s
- Jibantala, District - South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 743502, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Ro-
jina Sardar (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 22-09-2025. Ra-
jina Sardar   (Old Name) and Rojina
Sardar (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asutosh Bhattacharya (Old Name)
S/o Barindra Nath Bhattacharjee
Residing at 2N, Cornfield Road, P.s
- Gariahat, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700019 West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ashutosh Bhat-
tacharya (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 22-09-2025.
Asutosh Bhattacharya   (Old Name)
and Ashutosh Bhattacharya (New
Name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Ayub Ali (Old Name) S/o Khod-
abaks Mandal Residing at Gokna,
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
743293, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ayub Ali Mandal
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 22/2025 Dated 22-09-2025.
Ayub Ali (Old Name) and Ayub Ali
Mandal (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hanif Sk (Old Name) S/o  Siyaon
Sk Residing at Paschim Durgapur,
Vtc - Paschim Durgapur, P.o - Noor-
pur, District - South 24 Parganas,
Pin - 743368 West Bengal India
have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Hanifa Sk
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 21/2025 Dated 22-09-2025.
Hanif Sk (Old Name) and Hanifa Sk
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mariyam Bibi Shekh (Old Name)
D/o Golam Mostafa Sekh Residing at
Durgapur, Noorpur, Diamond Har-
bour 2, Ramnagar, Vtc - Paschim
Durgapur, P.o - Noorpur, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743368
West Bengal India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Mariyam Bibi Sekh (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 23/2025
Dated 22-09-2025. Mariyam Bibi
Shekh (Old Name) and Mariyam Bibi
Sekh (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashra Bibi (Old Name) D/o Sk
Asmat Ali Residing at 5/5, Gulepara
Road, Vtc - Sarsuna, P.o - Sarsoona,
District - South 24 Parganas, Pin -
700061, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Know as Asura Bibi (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
24/2025 Dated 22-09-2025. Ashra
Bibi  (Old Name) and Asura Bibi
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Musabbir Rahaman (old
name) son of Sheikh Mohammed
Idrish, residing at Vill & P.O.-
Marokhana, P.S.- Khanakul, Dist.-
Hooghly, Pin- 712417, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sk
Musabbir Rahman (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
18/09/2025. Sk Musabbir Rahman
(new name) and Shaikh Musabbir
Rahaman (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rejwana Bibi (old name) wife of
Anamul Hoque, residing at Vill-
Ghera, Kapasia, P.S.- Itahar, Uttar
Dinajpur, Pin- 733128, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Re-
joana Bibi (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
18/09/2025. Rejoana Bibi (new
name) and Rejwana Bibi (old name)
both are same and one identical
person.and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Enamul Hoque (old name) son of
Khalilur Rahaman, residing at Vill-
Ghera, Kapasia, P.S.- Itahar, Uttar
Dinajpur, Pin- 733128, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Ana-
mul Hoque (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 18/09/2025.
Anamul Hoque (new name) and
Enamul Hoque (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Serina Aatrija W/O Nasir Mandal
(my & my Husband old name), resid-
ing at Vill.- Madartala, P.O.-
Sadarpur Behala, P.S.- Haroa, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal,
India, by faith- Muslim, I have
changed my & my husband name
and we shall henceforth be known as
Sirin Afruja W/O Nasiruddin Mondal
(new name), as declared Before The
Ld. Judicial Magistrate,1st Class, at
Basirhat, North 24 Parganas, vide an
affidavit 21155, dated 20/09/2021.
Sirin Afruja  and Serina Aatrija (my-
self). Nasir Mandal and Nasiruddin
Mondal both are same and one iden-
tical person (myhusband).

Name Change
I, Golamarsul Molya & Golamarsul
(old names) son of Icha Haque Ali,
residing at Vill- Nazrul Nagar, P.O.-
Khasbalanda, P.S.- Haroa, Dist.-
North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743425, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Golam Rasul Molya (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 22/09/2025. Golam
Rasul Molya (new name) and Gola-
marsul Molya & Golamarsul (old
names) all are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Mirja Moti Beg (old name) son of
Late Mirja Fajlu Beg, residing at
VILL- MUKUNDPUR, POST OFFICE
- SAGARESWAR, POLICE STATION -
RAMNAGAR, DISTRICT - PURBA
MEDINIPUR,PIN- 721446, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Mirjamati Beg (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 22/09/2025. Mirjamati
Beg (new name) and Mirja Moti Beg
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I,Fatema Patel(Old Name),wife of
Mansur Patel,residing at Ideal Lake
View,Block - Marina,Flat - 12F,12Th
Floor,16/1E/1 East Topsia Road,Po -
Gobinda Khatick Road,Kolkata -
700046,West Bengal, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Fatema Saleh(New Name)
vide an affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on
22/09/2025.Fatema Patel and
Fatema Saleh both are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shakuntala Jain  (Old Name) , Wife
Of Babu  Lal Patni , Residing At  Patni
Vihar,107 Nsc Bose Road,Kolkata-
700040,West Bengal,India, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Shakuntla Jain
(New Name), As Declared Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata, Dated
22/09/2025. Shakuntla  Jain  (New
Name) And Shakuntala Jain  (Old Name)
Both Are Same  And Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Selim (old name) son of Sekh
Jayanal Abedin, residing at VILL. :
BANDPUR,  P.O.- BANDPUR DIST.
HOOGHLY, PIN : 712701, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as SK
Md Selim (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/09/2025.
SK Md Selim (new name) and Sekh
Selim (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Qamaruddin Siddiqui (old name)
son of Abdul Majid, residing at AZAD-
NAGAR, PO:BURNPUR, PASCHIM
BARDHAMAN-713325, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Md Qam-
ruddin Siddiqui (new name), as de-
clared Before The Ld 1st class judicial
Magistrate at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 26/09/2025. Md Qamruddin Sid-
diqui (new name) and Md Qamaruddin
Siddiqui (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sabir Alam S/O Abdul Nazir (my &
my father old name), residing at 1/E,
Ibrahim Road, P.S.- Ekbalpore,
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal, India,
I have changed my and my father
name and we shall henceforth be
known as Sambir Alam S/O Abdul Aziz
(my & my father new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
22/09/2025. Abdul Aziz and Abdul
Nazir both are same and one identical
person (myfather). Sambir Alam and
Sabir Alam both are same and one
identical person (myself).

Name Change
I, Sumit Shaw, Son Of Nandalal Shaw,
Residing At 44d Masjid Bari Street, Po
- Beadon Street,Kolkata - 700006,
West Bengal, My Minor Son Shivansh
Shaw(Old Name) Have Changed His
Name And He Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Vayu Shaw(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit (No 36554) Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate At Alipore On 16/09/2025.Shiv-
ansh Shaw And Vayu Shaw Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sajan Mondal (old name) son of Late
Lutfar Mondal, residing at Vill- Sunka,
P.O.- Pawnan, P.S.- Polba, Dist.-
Hooghly, Pin- 712305, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sajahan
Mondal (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/09/2025.
Sajahan Mondal (new name) and
Sajan Mondal (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashik Mondal S/o. Late Abdul Gani
Mondal, R/o. Haral, Haraldaspur,
Pandua, Hooghly, W.B., declared
that, my father’s name has been
recorded as Goni Mondal in my Birth
Certificte & Passport and also
recorded as Abdul Goni Mondal in
my School certificate instead of his
correct name Abdul Gani Mondal,
and my mother’s name has been
recorded as Nurwan Nisa Bibi in my
Passport instead of his correct name
as Nurunnesa Begam. My father
Abdul Gani Mondal, Goni Mondal &
Abdul Goni Mondal and my mother
Nurunnesa Begam & Nurwan Nisa
Bibi is same, one and identical per-
son, vide an affidavit no. 9115, sworn
before Judicial Magistrate, Chin-
surah, Hooghly Court, on 15/09/2025.

Name Change
I, Silviya Mousom D/o. Jakir Hussain
Mullick, R/o. Hazipur, Dhaniakhali,
Hooghly-712302, declared that in
my birth certificate (Regn. No. 1554
dtd. 16/12/2005), where my name
has been recorded as Silvia Khatun
D/o. Jakir Hossan Mollick instead of
my actual name is Silviya Mousom
D/o. Jakir Hussain Mullick. I, Silviya
Mousom D/o. Jakir Hussain Mullick
& Silvia Khatun D/o. Jakir Hossan
Mollick is the same and one identical
person vide an affidavit no. 8068,
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 27/08/2025.

Name Change
I, Alviya Mousom D/o. Jakir Hussain-
Mullick, R/o. Hazipur, Dhaniakhali,
Hooghly-712302, declared that in
my birth certificate (Regn. No. 1553
dtd. 16/12/2005), where my name
has been recorded as Alivia Khatun
D/o. Jakir Hossan Mollick instead of
my actual name is Alviya Mousom
D/o. Jakir Hussain Mullick. I, Alviya-
Mousom D/o. Jakir Hussain Mullick
& Alivia Khatun D/o. Jakir Hossan-
Mollick is the same and one identical
person vide an affidavit no. 8069,
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 27/08/2025.

Name Change
I, Md Abul Kalam S/o. Abdul Jalil
(old name), R/o. Gholsara, Sanihati,
Dadpur, Hooghly-712305, W.B. have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Abul Kalam
Sekh S/o. Abdul Jalil Sekh (new
name) vide an affidavit no. 9005
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 12/09/2025.
Md Abul Kalam S/o. Abdul Jalil &
Md Abul Kalam Sekh S/o. Abdul Jalil
Sekh, both are the same & one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Azizul Haque S/o. Shaikh
Sirajul Haque (old name), R/o.
Chelua, Kalachara, Dhaniakhali,
Hooghly-712405, W.B. have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Azizul Haque S/o. Sk
Sirajul Haque (new name) vide an af-
fidavit no. 6150 sworn before Judicial
Magistrate, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
29/07/2025. ShaikhAzizulHaque S/o.
Shaikh Sirajul Haque & Sk Azizul
Haque S/o. Sk Sirajul Haque, both are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mir Jiban Nesa W/o Kalam (my &
my Husband old name), residing at V-
101/ 3, Karbala Road, P.S.- Rajaba-
gan, Kolkata - 700018, I have
changed my & my husband name and
we shall henceforth be known as Joy-
ibunnesha Bibi W/o Late Abul Kalam
Mir (new name), as declared Before
The Ld.1st Class Judicial Magistrate,
at Alipore, South 24 Parganas, vide
an affidavit No. 59275, dated
06/09/2025. Joyibunnesha Bibi and
Mir Jiban Nesa (myself). Abul Kalam
Mir and Kalam both are same and
one identical person (myhusband).

Name Change
I  Somenath Panda,S/O Amalendu
Panda, R/O. Belguma Chandmari
Danga Near. Belguma Police Line.,Po-
Purulia, Ps-Purulia, Dist. Purulia,
723101, West Bengal,Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Some  Nath
Panda,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
22/09/2025,That Somenath Panda
And Some. Nath. Panda  All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kalachand Banik, Residing At San-
toshpur Govt Colony Block-B, Po San-
toshpur (M), Diamond Harbour -
700142,West Bengal,Do Hereby Noti-
fied That My Father Surendra Nath
Banik(Old Name ) Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Sudhir Banik(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
19/09/2025.Surendra Nath Banik And
Sudhir Banik Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Abdul Chhattar Halsana , S/O
Giyasuddin Halsana, residing at Vill-
Harinagar, P.O. & P.S.- Ranaghat,
Dist.- Nadia, Pin- 741201, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sattar Ali Halsana, as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/09/2025.
Sattar Ali Halsana  and Abdul
Chhattar Halsana  both are same
and one identical person.

Street Play Highlights
Importance of Cleanliness
MI News Service, Kolkata:
On 22nd September 2025,
under the ‘Swachhata Hi
Sewa Abhiyan 2025’, a
cultural programme on
cleanliness awareness was
organised by the Railway
Board Cultural Team at
the Vigyan Sabha Hall, Rail
Bhavan, with the objective
of spreading awareness
about clean habits.

On this occasion,
Chairman and CEO of Rail-
way Board, Shri Satish
Kumar; Member (Finance)
Ms. Usha Venugopal;
Member (Infrastructure)
Shri Naveen Gulati; Direc-
tor General (RPF) Ms. Son-
ali Mishra; Director
General (Human Re-
sources) Shri R. Rajgopal;
Director General (Safety)
Shri Hari Shankar Verma;
and Secretary, Railway
Board Ms. Aruna Nair,
along with a large number
of railway employees,
were present.

In his address, Chair-
man, Railway Board Shri
Satish Kumar emphasized
the importance of cleanli-
ness and said that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
has called upon every indi-
vidual to dedicate 100
hours annually and 2
hours every week towards
cleanliness. He said that
we must all take a pledge
to always remain aware of
cleanliness and contribute
to keeping our villages,
cities, railway stations,
and the nation clean.

The programme began
with a Saraswati Vandana
presented by Apoorva
Pratibha and Pankaj
Vishal. This was followed
by a group song based on
the ‘Swachhata Mission’
performed by the cultural
team. A street play was
also enacted to vividly por-
tray the need for clean
habits and their benefits.

On this occasion, T.P.
Chawla, Harsh Singh,
Divya Khurana, and
Pankaj Vishal recited their
self-composed poems on
cleanliness, leaving a deep
impression on the audi-
ence. The programme was
coordinated by Joint Sec-
retary, Railway Board, Shri
T. Srinivas, while comper-
ing was done by Ms. Preeti
Maan.

Cleanliness Awareness Pro-
gramme at Railway Board

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing
Swachhata Hi Seva 2025
campaign, Howrah Divi-
sion, Eastern Railway cel-
ebrated a series of
activities centered around
the themes of Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle, Waste to
Art, Eco-Friendly and Zero
Waste living.

The programmes were
organised across Howrah
Railway Colony, Pakur,
Tikiapara, Barddhaman,
Azimganj, Bandel, Ka-
markundu, Balarambati,
Janai Road, and Katwa
stations, drawing enthusi-
astic participation from
railway employees, their
families, and members of
the local community.

Highlights of the cele-
brations included waste-
to-art exhibitions
showcasing creative reuse
of discarded materials,
awareness drives against
single-use plastic, and
demonstrations on segre-
gation of biodegradable
and non-biodegradable
waste. Participants were
also encouraged to adopt
eco-friendly habits and
move towards a zero-
waste lifestyle.

Through these initia-
tives, Howrah Division
reaffirmed its commitment
to spreading environmen-
tal awareness and promot-
ing sustainable practices
in line with the vision of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

Howrah Division Observes 
Eco-Friendly Initiatives under 

Swachhata Hi Seva 2025

MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata would be hosting the
Dandiya Mahotsov during this year Durga Pujo. Regenta
Orko’s hotel would be hosting the same. In Dandiya 2.0
Mahotsav, three dazzling nights of Dandiya Raas, Garba
and Disco Dandiya will be performed from September
29th to October 1st (Saptami to Navami). It would also
be providing Kolkata Dum Chicken Biryani, Kalo Bhuna
Mutton, Kacha Lonka Bata Sorshe Pabda, Bhapa Doi
Posto-o-Chingri Korma, Kosha Aloo Dum, Chanar Kofta
Dalna, and Doi Begun, complemented by popular Indo-
Chinese creations like Wok Tossed Chilli Chicken,
Chicken and Double Egg Onion Soft Hakka Noodles, and
Ginger Capsicum Fried Rice during festive season.

Kolkata to host Dandiya Mahotsov during Pujo

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Indian steel makers
are pressing ahead with
plans to add new capacity,
betting on the strategic im-
perative of maintaining do-
mestic primary steel
production outweighing
concerns over global over-
capacity, amid mounting
trade frictions and geopo-
litical uncertainty.

India, the second high-
est producer of the alloy
which goes into making a
range of products from
safety pins to submarines,
continued its growth in
output between January to
June (9.2 per cent) even as
the rest of the world
recorded a decline (-2 per
cent).

Plans are afoot to add
at least 30 million tonnes
(mt) of capacity by 2027 to
take the installed capacity
to 209.9 mt from 179.5 mt
at the end of 2024, accord-
ing to a report published
by The Organisation for
Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD)
in May.

Going by the National
Steel Mission of the Indian
government, India’s capac-
ity is targeted to reach 300
mt by 2031 and steel mak-
ers in the private and pub-
lic sector — JSW Steel,
AMNS, JSW Steel, Jindal
Steel and SAIL — have out-
lined big-ticket investment
roadmap through the
decade. The ambitious
plan may be tested if pro-
jections made in the OECD
report are taken into con-
sideration. The study
claimed that global steel
overcapacity is estimated
to reach 721 mt by 2027.

National importance:
After the Russia-Ukraine
war and Trump tariffs up-
ended the global trade sys-
tem, countries are
realising the importance of
having a sovereign steel
industry. “Steel is a foun-
dational industry for any
economy that requires
very significant invest-
ments, has a multiplier ef-
fect on employment and

helps develop a resilient
national supply chain,”
Koushik Chatterjee, execu-
tive director & CFO of Tata
Steel, argued. Steel mak-
ers pointed out that con-
suming countries would
not like to be overly de-
pendent on imported steel
in a conflict situation.
“Steel is a nationally im-
portant strategic asset,”
Jayant Acharya, joint man-
aging director and CEO of
JSW Steel, said, pointing
towards its role in defence,
aerospace and infrastruc-
ture.

We don’t want to de-
pend on imported steel to
build our critical infra-
structure and bridges, like
Chenab bridge for instance
,” Acharya explained. Both
Acharya and Chatterjee
argued that India is the
best place to make steel,
given its abundant re-
source of iron ore, skilled
workforce and availability
of a very large and grow-
ing domestic market.
“India is just at the cusp of
creating its infrastructure,
unlike the West. When you
build a nation and you are
filling up infrastructure
gaps across the country, a
lot of steel will be required
for the next two to three
decades,” Acharya argued.
Chatterjee concurred. Ar-
guing that India is at the
‘take off point’ on its indus-
trialisation future, he said,
“To make India competi-
tive it needs to have its
own sovereignty and self-
sufficiency in steel and to
do that it needs to build
competitive capacity in
high value-added products
to serve the emerging mar-
ket needs.”

While India is on a
growth path, many western
economies will find it diffi-
cult to maintain capacities

at the present level as the
unit cost of replacing aging
plants is higher than creat-
ing new ones in places like
India. China, the world’s
largest producer, consumer
and exporter of steel, is
also trying to put a leash on
its annual output which is
close to 1,000 mt. The im-
portance of having domes-
tic steelmaking is not lost
on the developed
economies either. Trump
imposed a 50 per cent tariff
on steel, aluminium and
their products thereof to
protect the US steel indus-
try, and giving impetus for
growth. Earlier this year,
the UK government took
over the ailing British Steel
complex in Scunthorpe, an
industrial town in northern
England. Jingye, the Chi-
nese company that owned
the plant, had threatened
to shut it down, citing
losses of about $940,000 a
day.

“Steel is fundamental to
Britain’s industrial
strength, to our security
and to our identity as a pri-
mary global power,”
Britain’s business and
trade secretary, Jonathan
Reynolds, told Parliament
in April when the govern-
ment passed an emergency
legislation to take control of
the company, which was
previously owned by Tata
Steel UK.

The UK government
also extended a £500 mil-
lion grant to TSUK ensur-
ing Britain continues to
have primary steelmaking
on the British isle.India too
has imposed a provisional
safeguard duty at 12 per
cent for 200 days even as
the industry is clamouring
for a longer span and
higher duty. “The role of
steel in all developed
economies has been like a
skeleton. Be it sky-scrap-
ers, highways, high speed
trains, smart cities, indus-
trial corridors…every suc-
cess story is backed by the
strength of steel,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said in an event in April.

India mulls massive en-
hancement in steel capacity

IIT-Guwahati develops hi-tech sensor
MI News Service, New Delhi:
Researchers at Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT),
Guwahati, and Ohio State
University, USA, have devel-
oped an underwater vibra-
tion sensor that enables
automated and contactless
voice recognition. The sen-
sor, they said, offers a prom-
ising alternative
communication method for
individuals with voice dis-
abilities who are unable to
use conventional voice-
based systems. The findings
of the research have been
published in the journal Ad-
vanced Functional Materi-
als. According to Uttam
Manna, Professor, Depart-
ment of Chemistry, voice
recognition has become an
integral part of modern life
of late. "It helps users in op-
erating smart devices in-
cluding mobile phones,
home appliances and other

devices through voice com-
mands. However, for the
people with voice disorders,
this technological develop-
ment remains inaccessible.
"Recent studies show that a
noticeable percentage of
children and young adults
aged between 3 and 21 ex-
perience some form of voice
disability, underscoring the
significant need for more in-
clusive communication tech-
nologies," Manna said. To
address the limitation, the
research team found a solu-
tion by focusing on the air
exhaled through the mouth
while we speak, a basic
physiological function. In
cases where individuals can-
not produce sound, attempt-
ing to speak generates
airflow from their lungs.
When this air flows over a
water surface, it produces
subtle waves.

The research team de-
veloped an underwater vi-
bration sensor which can
detect these water waves
and interpret speech signals
without depending on audi-
ble voice, thus creating a
new pathway for voice
recognition. Manna ex-
plained that the developed
sensor is made from a con-
ductive, chemically reactive
porous sponge. When placed
just below the air-water in-
terface, it captures the tiny
disturbances created by ex-
haled air and converts them
into measurable electrical
signals. The team used Con-
volutional Neural Networks
(CNN), a type of deep learn-
ing model, to accurately
recognise these subtle signal
patterns. This setup allows
users to communicate with
devices from a distance,
without the need to generate
sound.

"It is one of the rare de-
signs of material allowing to
recognise voice based on
monitoring the water wave
formed at air and water in-
terface because of exhaling
air from mouth. This ap-
proach is likely to provide a
viable solution for communi-
cation with those individuals
with partially or entirely
damaged vocal cords,"

Manna said. On a lab-scale,
the working prototype costs
Rs 3,000, he said. "With re-
search exploring potential
industry collaboration for
bringing the technology
from lab to real world use,
the cost of the final product
is expected to reduce," he
said. The research team
now plans to get clinical val-
idation for the device. Fur-
ther, the team plans to
collect more datasets from
individuals with voice dis-
abilities who can articulate
different words necessary
for operating home appli-
ances and other voice-com-
manded smart devices.

"Using these datasets,
the research team will be
able to refine the developed
model for recognising spe-
cific words or phrases when
exhaled air is directed over
a water surface. "This devel-
opment holds potential be-
yond voice recognition.
Other than hands-free oper-
ation of various devices, the
developed sensor can also
be used in exercise tracking
and movement detection.
"Additionally, its proven
durability, remaining stable
after extended underwater
use, suggests potential appli-
cations in underwater sens-
ing and communication,"
Manna said.
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MI News Service, New Delhi: 
The Supreme Court said certain 
aspects of the AAIB preliminary 
report on the June 12 Air India 
crash indicating lapses on the 
part of pilots were "irresponsi-
ble", and issued notices to the 
Centre and the Director General 
of Civil Aviation on a plea seek-
ing an independent, fair and ex-
peditious probe.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh took 
note of certain aspects of the 
Aircraft Accident Investigation 
Bureau (AAIB) preliminary re-
port issued on July 12.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, 
appearing for the NGO ‘Safety 

Matters Foundation’, alleged 
that in the probe panel constitut-
ed after the crash, three mem-
bers were from the aviation reg-
ulator and there may be an issue 
of conflict of interest involved.

He sought release of the in-
formation from the flight data 
recorder of the airplane that 
would clear the air over the 
cause of the accident.

The bench, which batted for 
the final report on the crash, said 
there is an issue of confidentiality 
and aspects of privacy and digni-
ty involved in the matter.

While cautioning that the re-
lease of particular kinds of infor-
mation may be exploited by rival 

airlines, the bench said that it is 
only issuing notice on the limited 
aspect of free, fair, independent 
and expeditious investigation of 
the crash.

The plea has been filed by 
an aviation safety NGO led by 
Captain Amit Singh (FRAeS), 
alleging that the official probe 
violates citizens' fundamental 
rights to life, equality and access 
to truthful information.

The plea says the AAIB is-
sued its preliminary report on 
July 12, attributing the accident 
to "fuel cutoff switches" being 
moved from "run" to "cutoff", 
effectively suggesting a pilot 
error.

MI News Service, Narayanpur 
:  In yet another fierce gun bat-
tle with the security forces, one 
heavily armed hardcore Naxalite 
leader was gunned down in Ch-
hattisgarh's Narayanpur district 
on Monday, police said.

Earlier on Thursday at least 
10 Naxalites were killed in an-
other encounter with security 
forces in Chhattisgarh's Garia-
band district

In that encounter the Police 
sources said Modem Balakrish-
na, a senior leader and Central 

Committee Member (CCM) of 
the outlawed CPI (Maoist), was 
among the deceased.

The gunfight broke out in the 
forest under Mainpur police sta-
tion limits when security person-
nel were out on an anti-Naxalite 
operation, Raipur Range Inspec-
tor General of Police Amresh 
Mishra said.

Similarly, today’s  gun battle 
broke out in the morning at a for-
est in Abhujmaad area, adjoining 
Maharashtra, when a team of se-
curity forces was out on a search 

operation, a police official here 
said.

The operation was launched 
based on inputs about the presence 
of Naxalites in the area, he said.

 So far, the body of a male 
Naxalite was recovered from 
the spot, and the intermittent 
exchange of fire was still under-
way, till late in the night, he said.

With this latest anti- Maoist 
operations, a total of 248 Naxal-
ites have been eliminated in sep-
arate encounters in Chhattisgarh 
so far this year.

Of them, 219 were killed in 
the Bastar division, comprising 
seven districts, while 27 others 
were gunned down in Gariaband 
district, which falls in Raipur di-
vision. Two other Naxalites were 
killed in Mohla-Manpur-Am-
bagarh Chowki district in Durg 
division.

Incidentally, the September 11 
encounter is considered to be the 
largest , most intence and suc-
cessful  operation of the security 
forces in which  ten Naxalites, in-
cluding central committee mem-
ber of the outlawed CPI (Maoist), 
Modem Balakrishna, were killed 
in Gariaband district, the police 
said..

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The Supreme Court 
Monday pushed the hear-
ing on the bail plea of JNU 
scholar Umar Khalid, Shar-
jeel Imam and others in the 
Delhi riots greater conspira-
cy case to October 7.

A bench of Justice Ara-
vind Kumar and Justice N.V. 
Anjaria issued notice to the 
Delhi police seeking their re-
sponse and posted the mat-
ter for October 7.

When the matter came 
up for hearing on Monday, 
senior advocate Kapil Sibal 
had requested the court to 
hear the matter before Di-
wali, which will be celebrat-
ed on October 21.

“Please hear this before 
Diwali so that we can be out 
before Diwali,” Sibal plead-

ed.
Senior counsel Abhishek 

Manu Singhvi, appearing 
for the student-activists, in-
formed the court that he had 
been appearing for a student 
since 2020.

“Shocking that a student 
has to be behind bars for five 
years,” said Singhvi.

Singhvi clarified before 
the court that the case was 
pertaining to the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) pro-
tests.

“Yes. We will hear you and 
dispose it off. Issue notice to 
all,” Justice Aravind Kumar 
ordered.

Khalid, arrested under 
the stringent anti-terror law 
UAPA, has spent over five 
years in the high-security 
Tihar jail since his arrest in 

the February 2020 Delhi ri-
ots case.

On September 2, Delhi 
High Court rejected the bail 
pleas of Khalid and eight 
others, citing that the alle-
gations against the accused 
were grave and it would not 
be proper to release them on 
bail at this point of time.

Challenging the bail rejec-
tion, in his appeal before the 
apex court Khalid argued 
that the high court had erro-
neously rejected his bail plea 
although there is no materi-
al evidence to connect him 
with the riots.

On Friday the Supreme 
Court had deferred the 
hearing stating that it had 
received the files few hours 
earlier and needed more 
time to study.

MI News Service, Asansol:  
Asansol Division of Eastern 
Railway organised a health 
awareness programme and 
medical check-up camp un-
der Swasth Nari Sashakt Pari-
var Abhiyan (SNSPA) at RPS-
F/16BN, Asansol. The initiative 
focused on women’s health, 
preventive care and family 
well-being.

The programme included 
sessions on menstrual hygiene, 
cervical cancer, breast self-ex-
amination, women’s mental 
health and nutrition across age 
groups. Emphasis was placed 
on prevention of lifestyle dis-
eases and the importance of 
early detection through regular 
health screening.

Health check-ups were con-

ducted for female employees 
and beneficiaries, covering 
height, weight, BMI, ECG, blood 
pressure and blood sugar. Par-
ticipants also received guid-
ance on preventive care and 
maintaining a balanced diet for 
long-term wellness.

The programme was sup-
ported by medical officers, 
nursing staff, educators and 
paramedical teams of Asansol 
Division. It concluded with a 
vote of thanks to the healthcare 
team for their contribution.

The event received an en-
thusiastic response and was 
appreciated by all. It enhanced 
awareness on important as-
pects of women’s health and 
further strengthened the focus 
on family well-being through 
proactive healthcare initiatives.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Met- ro Railway is witnessing increased 
patronage of passengers as Puja 
is approaching. Up to 21st Sep-
tember,2025 more than 1.5 crore 
commuters travelled in the Metro, 
underlining its popularity as the 
most comfortable and convenient 
mode of transport in the city. This 
passenger count reflects commut-
ers’ preference for Metro’s reli-
able, safe and seamless services. 
Metro authorities are also ensuring 
smooth operations to meet the ris-
ing demand of passengers during 
the festive season.

On 21.09.2025, a Sunday, more 
than 5.21 lakh commuters travelled 
in Metro. Out of this, over 4.04 lakh 
passengers travelled in the Blue 
Line, while the Green Line record-
ed a footfall of more than 1.11 lakh 
passengers. On the Yellow Line, 
more than 4800 passengers availed 
services on the same day.

This figure is notably much high-
er than around 3.93 lakh passenger 
count recorded on the last Sunday 
(14.09.2025).

Throughout the day most of the 
train services were run as per the 

schedule in Blue Line. On Yellow 
Line and Green Line, services were 
operated smoothly and as per the 
schedule throughout the day.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Joining with the rest of the 
country, Metro Railway has 
also been conducting the Swa-
chhata Hi Seva 5.0 campaign 
to make Metro premises clean 
and green in order to make 
India clean. During this cam-
paign, intensive cleaning and 
sanitization drives at stations, 
trains and other railway estab-
lishments are being carried out. 
Metro staff took part in cleaning 
drives at different Metro sta-
tions as part of this campaign. 
Commuters are also being sen-
sitised and requested to keep 
the Metro premises clean. In 
order to spread the message 
of awareness a tree plantation 
drive was organised at Tapan 

Sinha Memorial Hospital today 
i.e. 22.09.2025. Senior Medical 
Officers and staff of Medical 
Department took part in these 
drives.

In order to make passen-
gers aware about the impor-
tance of Swachhata, a cultural 

programme was organized at 
Esplanade station of Green 
Line. With the help of this pro-
gramme Metro staff sensitized 
the Metro users and requested 
all to maintain the highest level 
of cleanliness of Aamar Metro 
stations.

To avoid long queues at 
counters due to pre-puja rush, 
commuters are requested to 
use Digital mode of ticketing 
like Smart Cards and Mobile QR 
tickets which comes with 5% 
bonus/rebate if booked via app 
or at the time of recharge. They 
are also requested to download 
'AAMAR KOLKATA METRO' 
app to book their tickets or re-
charge Smart Cards anytime to 
save time.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Bondhu Kolk-
ata—a special initiative for 
child and women protec-
tion—is once again being 
launched this year, continu-
ing its successful journey of 
the last eight years.

The initiative is being led 
by the Department of Women 
& Child Development and So-
cial Welfare, in collaboration 
with the Kolkata Police, and 
Child in Need Institute (CINI), 
which has been a consistent 
partner in protecting vulner-
able women and children in 
the city. 

Alongside CINI, District 
Child Protection Unit (DCPU), 
Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC) - Kolkata, Child Help-
line, HIVE India, All Bengal 
Women’s Union, and Hope 
Kolkata Foundation are 
working together to cre-
ate a strong protective net-
work that will remain active 
throughout the festive days, 

from Panchami to Nabami.
During this period, mo-

bile rescue vans will oper-
ate across Kolkata’s police 
divisions, each staffed with 
police officers, volunteers, 
and civic police personnel. 
The vans will be equipped 
with walkie-talkies, first aid 
kits, and dry food, ensuring 
that immediate assistance 
can be provided to missing 

women and children. The 
Kolkata Police will operate 
a dedicated control room to 
coordinate these rescue op-
erations, while government- 
and NGO-run shelter homes 
will remain open around the 
clock to provide safe spaces.

Alongside rescue and pro-
tection, Puja Committees, 
police stations, and NGOs 
are being oriented on pro-

tocols to respond promptly 
and sensitively to missing 
cases. Audio messages will 
also be circulated to puja 
committees to be played at 
regular intervals, spreading 
awareness on women’s and 
children’s safety and encour-
aging the community to act 
with vigilance.

A special emphasis has 
been placed on gender-sensi-

tive response measures. Rec-
ognising that girls are partic-
ularly vulnerable in crowded 
festive environments, the ini-
tiative ensures that they are 
shifted to safety without de-
lay, while boys are sheltered 
appropriately until reunited 
with their families. Kolkata 
Police and CINI will work to-
gether to protect the dignity 
and rights of all children and 
women, ensuring that they 
are returned home safely 
and with due legal process.

Over the years, Bondhu 
Kolkata has not only reduced 
the risks of missing persons 
during Durga Puja but has 
also raised public awareness 
on the shared responsibility 
of protection. This year too, 
as Kolkata welcomes the 
Goddess who embodies Shak-
ti, the initiative reaffirms its 
commitment to safeguard-
ing the safety, dignity, and 
rights of women and children 
during the celebrations.

AI CRASH: SC wants ‘fair’ probe, says AAIB report ‘irresponsible’

Another hardcore Naxalite leader killed in Chhattisgarh 

Metro railway conducting Swachhata Hi Seva campaign

SC to decide on Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam on Oct 7

Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyan organised at Asansol division

More than 1.5 crore passengers traveled in Metro in September,2025 so far

Bengal govt, Kolkata Police & CINI join 
hands to support children & women 

NOTICE
Please take notice that my client SMT. 
MALA DAS, wife of Debashis Das, is 
willing to purchase ALL THAT piece and 
parcel of homestead land measuring 15 
Chittaks 32 Sq. Ft. M/L at KMC premises 
no. 74/11/63 Sri Ram Thakur Road and 
Mailing Address 11/37 Bijoygarh, P.S. -  
Jadavpur, P.O.-Jadavpur Universi-
ty, Kolkata-700032 through a sale 
deed. The property is now owned 
by Sanjay Karmakar and he has  
absolute ownership of the  property.   
If anyone has any objection should  
contact with the undersigned within 
7 days from the date of publication of 
notice. Thereafter no objection shall be 
entertained ever.

SOURAV BANIK
ADVOCATE 

8961782324
3/61 BIJOYGARH

KOLKATA - 700032
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Chandigarh : The Department of Secondary
Education, Haryana, led by its Director, Sh.
JitenderDahiya, IAS, has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
The PremRawat Foundation (TPRF) to
implement the globally recognized Peace
Education Program (PEP) across all govern-
ment schools in Haryana.

As per National Education Policy 2020,
this collaboration marks a significant step
toward strengthening teacher development
and well-being in the state. Under the MoU,
the Peace Education Program will be made
available to all government school teachers
in Haryana, empowering them with tools of
self-awareness, inner strength, dignity, and
hope.

The Peace Education Program, an initia-
tive of TPRF, is a series of 10 innovative
video-based workshops designed to help
individuals reflect on their inner resources
and discover personal peace. Each work-
shop focuses on universal themes such as
appreciation, inner strength, self-aware-
ness, clarity, understanding, dignity, choice,
hope, and contentment.

Since its inception, the program has
been conducted in more than 84 countries,
reaching over 550,000 participants in 40+

languages, and has consistently earned
praise for enhancing personal well-being,
resilience, and professional effectiveness.

Speaking on the occasion, Sh.
JitenderDahiya, IAS, Director of Secondary
Education, said: "Teachers play a central

role in shaping the future of society.
Through this collaboration with The
PremRawat Foundation, we are bringing
a program that not only enriches their
professional lives but also nurtures their
personal growth, helping them inspire

students more effectively."
TPRF has committed to providing free

access to the Peace Education Program's
materials, ensuring inclusivity and
accessibility for all educators. 

This MoU reflects the shared commit-
ment of both parties to promote holistic
teacher development and strengthen the
culture of peace in Haryana's education
system. This MoU represents a shared
vision for empowering teachers and,
through them, impacting millions of stu-
dents across the state.

The signing ceremony was graced by
dignitaries from the Department of
Secondary Education, Haryana, includ-
ing ShriJitenderDahiya (IAS),
ShriKuldeep Mehta (Assistant Director,
Academic Cell), Dr. Rajiv Vats (Assistant
Director, Academic Cell), Dr. Pramod
Kumar (Program Officer), and Dr.
Avinasha Sharma (PGT English & Nodal
Officer, Peace Education Program).
Representing The PremRawat
Foundation were Dr. Suresh Gupta,
ShriRohtashChahal, and
ShriRajdeepTyagi, whose presence
added great significance and inspiration
to the event.

New Delhi : South Korea's
Hyundai Motor Co. has
announced an ambitious mid- to
long-term strategy to expand its
hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) line-
up and launch region-specific
electric vehicles (EVs) for Europe
and India, as per a report by
Pulse, the English service of
Maeil Business Newspaper
Korea.

With these moves, the
automaker aims to boost annual
sales by more than 30 per cent,
from 4.14 million units in 2024 to
5.55 million units by 2030, while
achieving an operating margin of
up to 9 percent.

The company highlighted its
commitment to overcoming the
twin challenges of a 25 percent
U.S. tariff on imported EVs and
the global "EV chasm" of stalled
demand with stronger green
technology.

Speaking at the 2025 CEO
Investor Day held in Manhattan,
New York, on Thursday, Hyundai
Motor President and CEO Jose
Munoz Jose Munoz unveiled the
company's strategic roadmap
before global investors, analysts,
and credit rating officials.

Hyundai Motor plans to more
than double its HEV lineup from
eight models today to 18 by 2030,
spanning entry-level to mid-size,
large, and luxury vehicles. Its
premium Genesis brand will
launch its first luxury HEV next
year, followed by a more afford-

able entry-level hybrid.
The company also intends to

release new EVs tailored to
regional markets to overcome
demand stagnation. In Europe,
Hyundai Motor will roll out the
Ioniq 3 next year.

The vehicle was previewed
earlier this month at IAA Mobility
2025 in Munich, where Hyundai
Motor showcased its first small
EV concept, "Concept Three."

In China, the world's largest
EV market, Hyundai Motor will
follow this year's launch of the

Elexio compact SUV with a com-
pact electric sedan next year,
both produced locally. In India,
the automaker will debut a mini
electric SUV in 2027, supported
by a localized supply chain.

Hyundai Motor will also intro-
duce an extended-range EV
(EREV) in 2027, leveraging high-
performance battery and motor
technology. Unlike standard EVs,
EREVs feature an internal com-
bustion engine that generates
electricity to recharge the bat-
tery, addressing range concerns.

The company said it will con-
tinue developing software-
defined vehicles (SDVs) and
hydrogen-powered fuel cell EVs
as part of its broader mobility
portfolio. By 2030, Hyundai
Motor aims to sell 5.55 million
vehicles globally, 60 percent--or
3.3 million--of which will be eco-
friendly models. To support this,
Hyundai Motor will expand its
overseas manufacturing foot-
print. Hyundai Motor Group
Metaplant America (HMGMA) in
Georgia will increase annual

capacity from 300,000 units to
500,000 by 2028, while the Pune
plant in India will add 250,000
units annually upon completion
in the fourth quarter of this year.
Domestically, the Ulsan
Innovation Plant will open next
year, equipped to flexibly pro-
duce 12 different models.

In the United States, Hyundai
Motor will add a mid-size pickup
truck to its portfolio by 2030,
building on the success of the
Santa Cruz compact pickup
launched in 2021.

To achieve these goals,
Hyundai will invest 77.3 trillion
won (USD 55.7 billion) between
2025 and 2030, including 30.9
trillion won in R&D, 38.3 trillion
won in facilities, and 8.1 trillion
won in strategic ventures--7 tril-
lion won more than its previous
plan. The company has also
raised its profitability targets,
aiming for a consolidated operat-
ing margin of 6-7 percent this
year, 7-8 percent by 2027, and 8-
9 percent by 2030.

"Hyundai has risen to the
ranks of the world's top three
automakers by global sales vol-
ume, localized operations, diver-
sified portfolios, and group syn-
ergies," Munoz said. "We face
another period of uncertainty,
but just as we have overcome
challenges in the past, we will
once again lead change and
emerge as a future mobility com-
pany." (ANI)

September : Axis Bank, one of
the largest private sector banks
in India, announced the launch
of 'Dil Se Open Celebrations
2025', a pan-India campaign
designed to redefine the festive
experience of millions of cus-
tomers. Starting from September
2025, the campaign brings
months of uninterrupted festive
cheer, packed with exciting dis-
counts, cashback offers,
rewards, and exclusive partner
deals. Staying true to its Dil Se
Open philosophy, the campaign
is built around the proposition
"Sirfek festival nahi, poore fes-
tive season chalega", positioning
Axis Bank as a trusted and
dependable partner during the
festivities, bringing in a seamless
blend of festive cheer, value and
benefits for customers through-
out the season, not limited to a
single festival. From Navratri
and Diwali to Christmas and
beyond, every moment of festivi-
ty will be enriched with rewards
and benefits, ensuring that the
celebrations continue uninter-
rupted. 

Through this campaign, cus-
tomers will gain access to a wide
array of exclusive benefits,
including discounts, cashback
offers, partner deals, and reward
programs across Axis Bank
Credit Cards and other banking
products. The offers span multi-
ple categories, featuring top
brands in E-commerce (Amazon,

Flipkart), Electronics (Haier, LG,
Samsung, Sony), Mobiles
(OnePlus, Motorola, Xiaomi),
Quick Commerce (Blinkit, big-
basket, Instamart), Shopping
(Jack&Jones, Vero Moda, ONLY,
Selected, Shoppers Stop, Tira,
Reliance Brands including
Coach, Michael Kors,
Mothercare, Hamleys), and
Travel (Cathay Pacific, Cleartrip,
ITC Hotels Limited, ixigo,
MakeMyTrip, SriLankan
Airlines). In addition to these
offers, the campaign features a
host of other leading brands,
making it one of the most
rewarding experiences for Axis
Bank customers.

Commenting on the campaign
Arnika Dixit, President & Head -
Cards, Payments and Wealth
Management, Axis Bank, said,
"At Axis Bank, our customers
remain central to every initia-
tive. Through Dil Se Open
Celebrations 2025, we are intro-
ducing an extended festive cam-
paign that offers enhanced value
across shopping, travel, and
lifestyle. In collaboration with
leading brands, we are providing
exclusive credit card benefits
including cashback, curated dis-
counts, and easy EMIs on high-
value purchases. This initiative
underscores our customer-first
philosophy and reinforces our
leadership in cards and pay-
ments by combining innovation
with meaningful rewards."

Dalmia Cement Honours Over
400 Veteran Contractors

Across Eastern India 
Patna: Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Limited (DCBL), one of India's
leading cement manufacturers, celebrated the skill and dedi-
cation of 431 senior contractors across Eastern India through
its flagship initiative, 'AapHainSachcheViswakarma'. Of these,
110 veteran contractors from Bihar were specially recognized
for their decades-long contribution to building homes, commu-
nities, and mentoring the next generation of construction pro-
fessionals. As part of the celebrations, each honouree received
a shawl, a memento, a wall clock, and a specially curated
photo album chronicling their remarkable journey of building
homes and nurturing communities.  The events were attended
by senior representatives of Dalmia Cement, alongside deal-
ers, families, and members of the contractor community, cre-
ating a sense of pride and camaraderie. Commenting on the
occasion, company spokesperson said: "At Dalmia Bharat, we
deeply value the expertise and dedication of our senior con-
tractors who have, for decades, been the torchbearers of qual-
ity construction. Their craftsmanship has turned aspirations
into lasting realities, while their mentorship has shaped a new
generation of skilled professionals. 

Through the 'AapHainSachcheViswakarma' initiative, we
honour not only their contributions to building homes and
communities but also their role as teachers and leaders in the
trade. We are committed to continuing this tradition each year,
celebrating their legacy and strengthening the bonds that
unite the construction fraternity."

AI boom, upcoming IPOs
to drive Indian investors

toward US markets:
Neev Finance founders

New Delhi : As Artificial Intelligence (AI) continues to reshape
global markets and more high-value AI firms gear up for IPOs,
Indian investors -- particularly the mass affluent -- are
increasingly eyeing the US for the next wave of generational
wealth creation, according to the Co-founders of Neev
Finance.
"There will be a lot more hunger for US-based markets. There
is a lot more money made here, like just in the last 10 years,
the likes of Tesla, Nvidia, Netflix, Twilio, all the big companies
came, even Amazon, Microsoft, all these doubled. The Meta
and blue chip like four or five times it (returns) happened. And
now with the AI wave coming in, you will see a lot more AI
IPOs coming in. The whole AI is being played out of San
Francisco. So the Anthropic of the world, OpenAI, all this will
go public IPO. So a lot more value generation will happen, and
it will attract Indian investors to the US markets," said
NiravKamdar, Co-Founder of US-based alternative invest-
ments platform Neev Finance.
The company, founded by former tech and analytics profes-
sionals, is positioning itself as a bridge for Indian-origin
investors -- both in the US and abroad -- to access high-growth
US-based investment opportunities in public equities, private
markets, and tokenised assets. Executives said that the depre-
ciation of exchange rates is prompting many affluent Indians
to allocate 10-20 per cent of their portfolios in US dollar-
denominated assets. "People want to hold part of their wealth
in a stronger currency. It's not just about returns anymore --
it's also about preserving global purchasing power," they
added.
Beyond investing, lifestyle trends are also influencing portfolio
decisions. "Many Indian professionals are planning global
travel, higher education abroad, or even overseas retirement.
They're starting to budget in dollars -- and that's where plat-
forms like ours come in," said Soumyadeep Roy, CoFounder
and CIO, Neev Finance. Investment preferences in India have
always been influenced by various factors. Many platforms
have emerged that allow investors to invest even in foreign
stock markets, making it accessible to a broader audience.
According to a report by industry body PHDCCI, before the
pandemic, many Indian investors favoured traditional invest-
ment options, such as fixed deposits, real estate, and gold, as
stock markets were considered relatively risky by these
investors; thus, they often adopted a long-term perspective
when investing in stocks.
Blue-chip stocks with a history of stable performance are pop-
ular choices among retail and institutional investors.
The report added that the pandemic highlighted the impor-
tance of sectors like technology and healthcare, and investors
showed increased interest in stocks related to these sectors
due to the accelerated digital adoption and healthcare
advancements. 

H1B visa fee hike may slow
India's IT exports growth

to below 4%: Report
New Delhi : Growth in India's IT services exports could slow to
below 4 per cent due to fresh risks from the sharp hike in H-
1B visa fees, according to a report by Emkay.
The report noted that it had earlier estimated 5 per cent
growth in FY26 and a 7 per cent CAGR over the next five
years.
It stated, "Indian IT/software gross/net exports stood USD
181bn/160bn in FY25 and we had assumed 5 per cent growth
in net IT services exports for FY26E, with a 7 per cent CAGR
growth for next 5 yrs. This could reduce to sub-4 per cent
depending on sustained H1B visa-led risks and GCC evolution".
India's IT and software exports stood at USD 181 billion gross
and USD 160 billion net in FY25. Global capability centres
(GCCs) already contribute more than USD 65 billion in gross
exports.
The report noted that GCC evolution and adoption of new
growth models by IT firms will be key in shaping the sector's
outlook.
As per experts the near-term impact on revenues and margins
may remain limited. However, if the higher fees sustain, it
could disturb traditional export models.
MadhaviArora - Chief Economist, Emkay Global stated, "Near-
term impact may be limited on IT revenue/margins. However,
if sustained, it could disturb Indian IT exports, companies' tra-
ditional models, pressurise project margins, disrupt Indian IT
supply chains and on-site projects. That said, shift in delivery
and export model over time towards offshoring could also pro-
vide IT export offsets".
The U.S. recently raised H-1B visa fees to USD 100,000 for
new visas, from the earlier USD 1,500-4,000 range. The
change does not affect existing visa holders or renewals, but
could weigh heavily on Indian IT companies' dependent on
new on-site visas.
Nilesh Shah, MD Kotak Mahindra AMC stated, "US restrictions
on H 1 B visa will hurt Indians more than Indian IT services
companies. We have to create ecosystem in India so that our
talent doesn't have to go abroad. Hand cuffing Korean work-
ers, abruptly changing H 1 B visa kind of steps will have
adverse effects on US economy over a period of time".
Over time, companies may try to offset the pressure by shift-
ing more delivery offshore, though risks could rise further if
the proposed HIRE Act is passed. (ANI)

New Delhi: The electricity
demand in the country is project-
ed to register steady growth in the
coming years, with YES Securities
forecasting a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of about 4.6
per cent during FY26-30.

This translates into an addi-
tion of nearly 424 billion units
(BUs) of demand over the period.
To meet this rising requirement,
the country is expected to add
more than 250 gigawatts (GW) of
power capacity in the same time-
frame, according to the report.

It stated, "As per our projec-
tions, we foresee power demand
growth at a CAGR of approx. 4.6
per cent (adding 424BUs) for peri-
od FY26-30 and a capacity addi-
tion of over 250GW for the same
period."

According to the report,
India's power consumption has
seen a significant and consistent
increase in recent years.

Electricity demand rose from
1,002 BUs in FY14 to 1,695 BUs in
FY25. Over the last decade, cover-
ing FY15-FY25, the demand grew
at a CAGR of nearly 4.9 per cent.
The pace has been faster in the
more recent five-year period,
FY20-FY25, when electricity
demand expanded at around 5.6
per cent CAGR. The report attrib-
uted this acceleration to multiple
factors, including the rapid eco-
nomic recovery after the pandem-
ic, higher manufacturing activity,
and the continued electrification
of both rural and urban areas.

The report also highlighted
that this marks a clear upward
shift in India's power consump-
tion trajectory, reflecting the
growing energy intensity of the
economy.

Sectoral trends show that the
industrial segment continues to
consume the largest share of elec-
tricity, followed by the domestic,

agriculture, and commercial sec-
tors. Renewable energy additions
have also played a critical role in
supporting demand growth. 

With renewables now making
up a substantial portion of
installed capacity, the energy
transition is helping India balance
rising demand while promoting
sustainability.

The report also highlighted
that power outages in the country
have drastically reduced in recent
years, enabling more reliable sup-
ply and uninterrupted demand
growth.

As per data, electricity con-
sumption in India has nearly
tripled since 2000, reflecting the
combined impact of industrializa-
tion, urbanization, and wider
electrification. Per capita con-
sumption has climbed from
around 400 kilowatt-hours (kWh)
in 2000 to nearly 1,400 kWh in
2024.

Kolkata: The Association of PET
Recyclers of Bharat (APR
Bharat) has expressed grave
concern over the continued
delay in implementing the
mandatory recycled content
requirement under India's
Plastic Waste Management
(PWM) Rules. This delay is
harming the livelihood of rag
picker community, rendering
capacities set up by the recycling

industry idle, and damaging
investor confidence - all of which
are counterproductive to India's
stated vision of a circular econo-
my and ease of doing business. It
is to be noted that over 2 million
people are a part of the rag pick-
er community for collection of
post-consumer PET bottles,
forming the very base of the
plastic waste value chain and
have, for decades, silently con-

tributed to India's recycling and
environmental goals. 

But due to the delay in
enforcing the recycled content
mandate - which was to come
into effect from April 1, 2025, as
per the PWM Rules - the demand
for recycled PET (r-PET) has col-
lapsed. This has resulted in a
steep drop in prices, making it
unviable for rag pickers to earn
even basic daily wages.

Hyundai CEO Munoz unveils
Europe-focused EV rollout

The PremRawat Foundation Signs MoU with
Department of Secondary Education, Haryana 

Axis Bank Unveils 'Dil Se
Open Celebrations 2025' with
Season-Long Festive Offers
for Customers Across India

Electricity demand in India set to grow
at 4.6% CAGR during FY26-30: Report

Delay in implementation of mandate for use of Recycled
Plastic Content Undermining Livelihoods, Industrial

Investment & Ease of Doing Business: APR Bharat 
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MI News Service, Islamabad: Pakistan’s Na-
tional Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) has reported that at least 1,006 peo-
ple have died and 3.02 million have been
rescued across Pakistan amid severe rains
and flash floods since June 26, The Express
Tribune reported.

In a statement on Sunday, the NDMA
said a total of 5,768 rescue operations were
conducted nationwide, during which
273,524 relief items were distributed. Med-
ical treatment was provided to 662,098 in-
dividuals at 741 camps set up through
coordinated efforts of the NDMA, Provincial
Disaster Management Authorities (PDMAs),
the Pakistan Army, and other emergency
services. Punjab recorded the highest fatali-
ties with 304 deaths, including 110 children,
143 men, and 51 women. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) reported 504 deaths,
comprising 90 children, 338 men, and 76
women. Sindh saw 80 deaths, Balochistan
30, Pakistan-occupied Gilgit-Baltistan
(PoGB) 41, Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK) 38, and Islamabad nine. Na-
tionwide, 1,063 people sustained injuries,
with Punjab accounting for 661, K-P 218,
Sindh 87, PoGB 52, PoJK 37, Balochistan
five, and Islamabad three.

Rescue efforts were concentrated in Pun-
jab, where 2.81 million people were evacuated
through 4,749 operations. Sindh followed with
184,011 people rescued in 753 operations, and
K-P with 14,317 people rescued in 211 opera-

tions, The Express Tribune reported.
The floods have caused widespread

property and infrastructure damage. Na-
tionwide, 12,569 homes were affected, in-
cluding 4,128 destroyed and 8,441 partially
damaged, while 6,509 livestock were lost.
At least 239 bridges and 1,981 kilometers
of roads were destroyed or damaged. K-P
lost 52 bridges and 437 km of roads; PoJK
94 bridges and 201 km of roads; and PoGB
87 bridges and 20 km of roads.

Relief distributions included tents,
blankets, hygiene kits, ration bags, food
packs, and equipment such as solar pan-
els, de-watering pumps, and generators. A
total of 1,690 camps were established,
comprising 741 medical camps that
treated over 662,000 people and 949 relief
camps that sheltered 152,252 individuals,
The Express Tribune reported.

The NDMA said coordinated operations
to deliver relief, restore infrastructure, and
support rehabilitation efforts are ongoing.

MI News Service, Helsinki:
Finland's President Alexan-
der Stubb has urged that
India should play a role in
addressing the Russia-
Ukraine conflict as "India
has a geopolitical stake."

"I've been speaking to
PM Modi recently about the
situation in Ukraine. India
has a geopolitical stake
here. So we need to get
them involved," Stubb said
at the Helsinki Security
Forum 2025.

Highlighting the steps
needed to move toward
peace, the Finnish presi-
dent said, "First, we need a
ceasefire; only then can we
begin peace negotiations.
We also need a formal date
for bilateral meeting be-
tween Zelenskyy and Putin
and only after that Zelen-
skyy can reach out to Putin
by phone to discuss on what
the agenda could possibly."

He added that pressure
on Moscow must continue
alongside support for Kyiv.
"Meanwhile, we need to con-
tinue ramping up economic
sanctions on Russia, and we
also need to ramp up the
military capabilities of
Ukraine by providing them

with all necessary defence
means," he said.

Responding to a question
on the outcome of last
month's meeting between
European leaders and US
President Donald Trump in
Washington, Stubb said
work was ongoing on long-
term security commitments.
"We are working on the idea
of European security
arrangements or security
guarantees, and on the mili-
tary side, they are pretty
much ready," he stated.

In August, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi also re-
ceived a telephone call from

the President of Finland,
Stubb, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) had said in
an official statement.

According to the MEA,
President Stubb had shared
his assessment of the recent
meetings held between the
leaders of Europe, the United
States and Ukraine in Wash-
ington on the resolution of
the conflict in Ukraine.
Prime Minister Modi also re-
iterated India's consistent
support for a peaceful reso-
lution of the conflict and the
early restoration of peace
and stability.

The leaders also re-

viewed progress in the India-
Finland bilateral relationship
and reaffirmed their com-
mitment to enhance partner-
ship in emerging fields,
including quantum technolo-
gies, 6G, artificial intelli-
gence, cybersecurity and
sustainability.

The MEA added that
President Stubb reiterated
Finland's support for an
early conclusion of a mutu-
ally beneficial India-EU
Free Trade Agreement. He
also affirmed support for
the success of the AI Impact
Summit to be hosted by
India in 2026. Prime Minis-
ter Modi invited President
Stubb to visit India soon,
and both leaders agreed to
remain in touch.

Reflecting on the con-
versation, PM Modi posted
on X, "Had a good conver-
sation with President
Alexander Stubb. Finland is
a valued partner in the EU.
Discussed ways to
strengthen cooperation in
key sectors such as trade,
technology and sustainabil-
ity. Exchanged perspectives
on the ongoing efforts for
peaceful resolution of the
conflict in Ukraine."

MI News Service, Taiwan: Ahead of the
landfall of Super Typhoon Ragasa, au-
thorities in the Philippines have evacu-
ated over 5,000 families, while flights
have been cancelled and ferry services
suspended on various routes in Taiwan,
local media from the two countries re-
ported on Monday.

A Reuters report cited a statement
by Qantas Airways stating that Hong
Kong International Airport will suspend
all passenger flights for 36 hours from
8 pm (1200 GMT) on September 23 to 8
am on September 25.

Cathay Pacific is waiving rebooking
and rerouting fees on flights in and out
of Hong Kong from September 23rd to
25th due to the arrival of Super Ty-
phoon Ragasa.

Thailand also issued an advisory
for Passengers travelling with Thai
Airways International to Kaohsiung
in Taiwan and Hong Kong from Mon-
day to Wednesday to keep their flights
updated, according to the Bangkok
Post. As of 2 pm (local time) the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration said that a Tropical Cyclone
Wind Signal No. 5 was hoisted over
Babuyan Islands due to the Typhoon
'Ragasa' which is locally being called
‘Nando’, Philippines News Agency
(PNA) reported.

The super ’yphoon packing
295km/h wind gusts, is moving west-
wards and is forecast to make landfall
over the thinly populated Babuyan
group of islands off the northern coast
of Luzon in the Philippines between
2pm and 5 pm today before heading to-
wards southern China, authorities said
as per the state media outlet.

An estimated 5,000 families, equiva-
lent to 14,000 individuals have been pre-
emptively evacuated in four regions in
Luzon amid the threat of Super Typhoon
’Nando’, the Office of Civil Defense in
Philippines said according to PNA .

Schools and government offices in
many parts of Philippines, PNA re-
ported, have been shut and authorities
have warned of flooding and landslides
and damage to homes and infrastruc-
ture. Meanwhile, according to local
carriers and transportation authorities

in Taiwan, Super Typhoon Ragasa dis-
rupted domestic transport today, forc-
ing the cancellation of all flights to
outlying islands after noon and the sus-
pension of 88 ferry services on 13
routes according to a news report in
Focus Taiwan.

Taiwan’s Central Weather Adminis-
tration (CWA) has issued both sea and
land warnings for Typhoon Ragasa. Its
storm circle reached the Hengchun
Peninsula at 11 am today.

Ragasa is expected to come closest
to Taiwan from Monday afternoon and
have its greatest impact on the island
through Tuesday, Taiwan’s Central
News Agency reported.

Meanwhile, authorities in Guang-
dong Province in south China on Mon-
day raised its wind emergency response
to Level II, with two cities announcing a
series of suspension measures ahead of
the approach of Typhoon Ragasa.

Chinese state media Xinhua said
classes will be suspended in schools in
the cities of Zhuhai and Jiangmen –
while work, production, public trans-
port and business operations will also
be suspended later on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the local flood, drought and wind
control headquarters. All passenger
ferry services to the Chuanshan Islands
in Jiangmen will be suspended starting
Tuesday, it said.

“India has a geopolitical stake here”: 
Finnish President on Russia-Ukraine conflict

Over 1000 people dead
due to floods in Pakistan

Super Typhoon Ragasa: Thousands evacuated
in Philippines; HK airport to shut for 36 hours

MI News Service, Malda:As
part of the nationwide
Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS)
Campaign 2025 under the
theme “Swachhotsav”,
Eastern Railway’s Sealdah
Division organized various
activities on September 
22, 2025, to promote 
sanitation, waste manage-
ment, and reduction of 
single-use plastics. High-
lights included Waste 
to Art exhibitions at Seal-
dah, Naihati ROH Depot,

Sonarpur, Ranaghat,
Narkeldanga, Barasat, and
New Alipore; a Swachhata

Selfie Booth at Sealdah;
awareness campaigns 
on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
(RRR) practices at multiple
stations; demonstrations 
of Plastic Bottle Crushing
Machines (PBCMs); and
cleanliness drives at Ma-
jerhat, Kolkata, Habra,
Ranaghat, and Krishnana-
gar Jn. These initiatives
reflect Sealdah Division’s
commitment to fostering
cleanliness, sustainability,
and public awareness.

SEALDAH DIVISION OBSERVES SWACHHATA HI SEVA – 2025

Vendors at Berhampore
Court Station counselled to
maintain cleanliness at sta-
tion premises
MI News Service, Kolkata:
As a part of Swachhata Hi
Seva – Swachhotsav pro-
gramme, the campaign con-
tinues over different
stations of Sealdah Division
for maintaining cleanliness
of Railway station premises
and tracks. Persuasive com-
munication by direct inter-
action with the vendors &
passengers are continuing
at different stations for
building the habit of main-
taining cleanliness. In con-
tinuation with this
endeavour, the Swachhata
Hi Seva campaign – 2025

conducted at Berhampore
Court station jointly partici-
pated by Public Relations
Department, Environment
& Housekeeping Manage-
ment Department and Com-
mercial Department staff.

During this campaign at
Berhampore Court station
on Krishnanagar – Lalgola
section, all the vendors at
platforms & station prem-
ises of Berhampore Court
station were counselled to
maintain cleanliness at sta-
tion premises and also to
act as a responsible person
by throwing the waste at
the designated places only.
All the vendors are advised
to keep a waste bin of their
own and also at the same

time they should request
the passengers to throw the
waste materials like food
wrappers, orange peels, ba-
nana peels, used exhausted
water bottles only at the
waste bins provided at the
stalls or the waste bins pro-
vided by the Railways at dif-
ferent corners of the Railway
station and not on station
platforms or Railway lines.

SWACHHATA HI SEVA -SWATCHHOTSAV
CAMPAIGN AT BERHAMPORE COURT STATION

MI News Service, Malda: As
part of the ongoing “Swach-
hata Hi Seva – 2025” cam-
paign (being observed from
17th September to 2nd Oc-
tober 2025) under the
theme “Reduce, Reuse, Re-
cycle (RRR), Waste to Art,
Eco-Friendly and Zero
Waste Living,” Malda Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway or-
ganized a series of
eco-friendly and awareness
activities under the guid-
ance of Shri Manish Kumar
Gupta, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM), Malda.

At the Coaching Depot,
Bhagalpur, a special
“Waste to Art” exhibition
was held, where discarded
and unused materials were
creatively transformed by
railway employees into
decorative items. An ele-
phant crafted entirely from
waste stood out as a symbol
of innovation and sustain-
ability.

At the Jamalpur Diesel
Shed, railway employees
showcased their creativity
by preparing two unique
artifacts from shed waste
materials – a sunflower

and a butterfly. These
works emphasized the im-
portance of reusing dis-
carded materials and
spreading the message of
recycling.

In addition, *at Eastern
Railway High School,
Sahibganj, a Nukkad Natak
was organized to spread
awareness among students
on the importance of clean-
liness and eco-friendly
practices.

At Bhagalpur Station,
an awareness programme
was conducted, engaging
passengers and staff in dis-
cussions on sustainable
waste management, use of
dustbin and reduction of
single-use plastics & also
distributed pamphlets
among passengers.

At Malda Town Station,
special focus was given to
segregation of bio-waste
and non-bio waste, along
with demonstrations on the
working of Plastic Bottle
Crushing Machines
(PBCM). This encouraged
active passenger participa-
tion in recycling and waste
reduction.

Malda Division Observes Eco-Friendly
initiative & Awareness Activities
under Swachhata Hi Seva – 2025

MI News Service, Asansol: In
a remarkable display of cre-
ativity and dedication, Asan-
sol Division of Eastern
Railway has welcomed the
festive spirit of Durga Puja. As
part of this programme, the
Scrap Art models installed at
the DRM Building, Asansol,
have been meticulously revi-
talized and adorned with vi-
brant colours and traditional
motifs by the committed staff
of the Division, bringing cul-
tural grandeur and festive

cheer to the premises. Crafted
entirely from discarded rail-
way materials—including
nuts, bolts, scrap iron and un-
used spare parts—these artis-
tic installations embody the
visionary “waste to wonder”
concept, transforming indus-
trial waste into magnificent
pieces of public art. The ini-
tiative not only enhances the
aesthetic appeal of the rail-
way campus but also under-
scores the Division’s
commitment to sustainability

and environmental steward-
ship. The programme also
highlights the exceptional
artistic capabilities of railway
personnel, whose talents ex-
tend beyond their official
roles to contribute meaning-
fully to community engage-
ment and campus
beautification. It stands as a
testament to the harmonious
blend of heritage, creativity
and innovation within the
railway ecosystem.

In addition to these deco-

rative efforts, the Asansol Di-
vision is operating special fes-
tive trains during the Durga
Puja season to ensure seam-
less and convenient travel for
passengers. These trains con-
nect Asansol and neighbour-
ing stations to major cities
and pilgrimage centres, pro-
viding additional berths and
helping alleviate congestion,
enabling devotees and trav-
ellers to reunite with their
families and partake in the
celebrations comfortably.

MODELS AND ENSURES SMOOTH OPERATION OF FESTIVE SPECIAL TRAINS DURING DURGA PUJA

PoGB traders’ protest en-
ters critical phase; stu-

dents caught in deadlock
MI News Service, PoGB:
Protests at the Sost border
point of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor continue,
as traders stage a sit-in de-
manding policy reforms. The
ongoing demonstration has
completely halted cross-bor-
der movement. Among the af-
fected are students bound for
China, now stranded with
their academic deadlines fast
approaching.

Tanveer Zia, one of the
affected students, said, “We
have been stuck here for the
past two days, and the dead-
line for our university is also
approaching. Due to this
protest, we are facing a lot of
difficulties. Our appeal to the
government is to take some
action so that we can reach
our university.”

Another student, Shazad
Hussain, expressed frustra-
tion saying, “The problem
right now is that we’ve al-
ready booked our tickets and
taken advances. Now the sit-
uation is that I have to leave
tomorrow no matter what.
The road is currently blocked,
and I don’t know what to do
or how to get out. This issue
needs to be resolved. It should
also be solved in a way that
the students can leave from
here easily.”
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What is the online betting app case in which Robin Uthappa
appeared before ED? Yuvraj Singh, Sonu Sood too summoned
A

fter former cricketers Suresh Raina
and Shikhar Dhawan, ex-India star

Robin Uthappa appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in connec-
tion with a money laundering case linked
to an online betting app.

Uthappa (39) reached the agency's
office in New Delhi around 11am. The ED,
reportedly, questioned him and recorded
his statement under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

The case is linked to a platform named
1xBet.

What is the 1xBet online betting case?
1xBet is, reportedly, a global book-

maker with 18 years in the betting indus-
try, and its customers can place bets on
sporting events, with the company's web-
site and app.

ED is probing tax evasion and duping
charges against betting platforms, which
includes the 1xBet betting app.

The agency is questioning celebrities
to understand how the betting company
approached them for endorsements, and
also to find out their point of contact in
India for the deals. Investigators are look-
ing into how celebrities received pay-
ments, too - whether the money was paid
in cash, through illegal hawala transfers,
or via regular bank accounts. The agency
is also checking if these payments hap-

pened in India or abroad.
The key question posed to the crick-

eters and actors is that whether they

knew that online betting and gaming is
illegal in India. The agency has requested
copies of all contracts, and are checking if

relevant emails were sent and documents
signed between the celebrities and 1xBet.

The ED is also examining what the

celebrities did with the money they got,
and whether any of these funds are "pro-
ceeds of crime" under the PMLA, that is,
whether the money came from illegal
activities.

The Union government recently
banned real money online gaming in
India by bringing a legislation.

The online betting app market in India
was estimated to be worth over $100 bil-
lion.

1xBet online betting case: Who have
been questioned so far, and who have
been summoned by the ED?

ED has probed ex-India star cricketers
Suresh Raina and Shikhar Dhawan.
Former cricketer Yuvraj Singh will
appear before the ED in the same case, on
September 23.

Former TMC MP and actress Mimi
Chakraborty and Bengali actor Ankush
Hazra, too, have been questioned over the
past few weeks as part of the probe. While
Bollywood actor Sonu Sood has been
summoned on September 24, actress
Urvashi Rautela, the India brand ambas-
sador of 1xBet, is yet to appear before the
ED despite summons.

Other celebrities, including sportsper-
sons, actors, and social media influencers,
are expected to be questioned by the ED
soon.

TATA PLAY 
DISAPPOINTS
INDIAN
CRICKET
FANS…. AGAIN!!
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER

2025 :Despite the sweet taste
of victory in the much-antici-
pated India-Pakistan clash at
the Asia Cup 2025 in the
UAE on Sunday, September
14th and subsequently on
Sunday Sept,21st, it has left
a bitter aftertaste for thou-
sands of Tata Play sub-
scribers across the country
as many of them missed the
live telecast that was broad-
cast on multiple Sony chan-
nels. 

Over the last few months,
Tata Play has kept Sony
channels out of its core sub-
scription packs, forcing view-
ers to purchase them sepa-
rately. However, for a high-
voltage encounter like India
vs Pakistan, fans rushed to
add these channels, only to
face glitches or reactivation
snags on match day. Many
Tata Play users were unable
to watch the game despite
making payments.

In Chennai, a homemaker
voiced her frustration,
"Because an India-Pakistan
match is so rare, the whole
family and friends circle
make their plans around it.
We knew Sony Channels are
not part of Tata Playpacks;
hence, we willingly paid to
reactivate Sony TEN 4. But
the reactivation didn't hap-
pen instantly as we thought it
would, and we missed it. We
feel cheated."

Social media platforms,
too, were flooded with com-
plaints, with several cus-
tomers accusing the service
provider of ruining what
should have been a festive
cricket evening celebrating a
comprehensive India win.

23-year-old Dutch midfielder
Ryan Gravenberch has impressed
the Los Blancos so much that they
may consider him a priority in the
summer, the report said. The
sporting directorate, headed by
Florentino Perez, has manager
Xabi Alonso's approval to try and
sign Gravenberch who played for
Ajax and Bayern Munich before
arriving at Anfield. His balance of
physical strength and creativity is
the factor that has reportedly
impressed the Los Blancos.

Perez sees the former Jong
Ajax star as a strategic investment
and is not going to wait too long to
make a call, Fichajes said in a

report. Gravenberch is valued at
around €65 million which is
cheap considering his age and
quality. However, the challenge
will be to get him from Liverpool
where he enjoys a near "untouch-
able" status. When Slot's side won
the Premiership in the 2024-25
season, Gravenberch started all
34 Premier League games up to
the point of glory. He played the
most minutes during the cam-
paign after captain Virgil van Dijk
and Mohamed Salah.

Since joining Liverpool,
Gravenberch has made a total of
75 appearances across all compe-
titions, managing 11 goals and 14

assists. Despite his physical style
of play, he has only received 10
yellow cards and boasts a passing
accuracy of 87% in addition to his
great ball retention skills.

Real Madrid will bank on their
brand value and the player's
ambition to grow on the
Champions League stage to boost
a possible transfer deal, the
Fichajes report added.
Gravenberch's current contract
will only run out in 2028 and even
if the La Liga giants manage to
find a way around to rope him in,
it is definite that they will have to
shell out a lot more than €65
million.

India on Sunday pulled off a thumping six-wicket vic-
tory over Pakistan in an Asia Cup Super 4 match, rid-
ing on opener Abhishek Sharma's fiery knock of 74
off 39 balls.

Abhishek and Shubman Gill (47) formed a formi-
dable opening partnership as the men in blue chased
down the competitive target of 172 runs with seven
balls to spare.

Sent to bat first, Pakistan posted a total of 171/5
with Sahibzada Farhan scoring 58 off 45 balls.
Despite being the highest run-scorer for his side,
Farhan sparked an outrage among Indian fans in the
middle of his innings when he mimicked firing an AK-
47 rifle with his bat.

Farhan's wild celebration was in the 10th over of
Pakistan's innings when he hit a spectacular sixer to
finish his half-century.

Many of the Indian fans took to X to express their

anger over Farhan's gesture that came amid height-
ened tension between New Delhi and Islamabad fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor and the boycott calls from
opposition parties. India launched air strikes against
the terrorist hubs in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir in May in retaliation to the Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack. India's action sparked a two-day-long
military confrontation between the two nuclear-
armed neighbours, which ended on May 10 following
a ceasefire deal. Meanwhile, Sunday's ill-tempered
match, played amid the no-handshake policy row,
had also its share of skirmishes.

After being hit for a boundary, Pakistan pacer
Shaheen Shah Afridi had a word for Gill, who showed
him where the ball went.

Similarly, when Haris Rauf was given a belt treat-
ment by Abhishek, he tried to get into a physical
altercation, only to be stopped by the umpires.

F
C Barcelona are planning to
replace Robert Lewandowski

with Bayern Munich's Harry Kane
in what is seen as a short-term
deal. While Polish captain
Lewandowski is 37, his English
counterpart is 32, meaning he
can't be around for very long
either. Raphinha and Ferran
Torres are scoring goals in plenty,
keeping the plan of signing a vet-
eran striker a reliable model for
Hansi Flick's team as things
stand. But what about the long
run?

Earlier reports had said that
Barcelona were looking to sign
Erling Haaland from Manchester
City. The 25-year-old goal
machine, who is breaking scoring
records at ease, joined Pep
Guardiola's team in 2022 from
Borussia Dortmund. In his debut
Premier League season, Haaland
scored 36 goals, making him the
player to score the most goals in a
single campaign. He also became
the fastest player to 10 Premier
League hat-tricks after 48 games.
On the European stage, the
Norwegian scored 5 goals against
RB Leipzig in a single Champions
League knockout match, becom-
ing only the third player to do so.
He also became the fastest to
score 30 goals in the competition
when he reached the mark in just
25 appearances.

Will Manchester City sell

Haaland?
Erling Haaland, not long after

his arrival from Dortmund, had
confirmed that he was interested
in fresh challenges as his career
progressed. This meant that he
was not planning to spend his best
years as a Citizen and may consid-
er a switch when an interesting
prospect was available despite
having signed a long-term deal
that is meant to keep him at the
Etihad until he is 34. There were
also theories of Real Madrid com-
bining Haaland with Kylian
Mbappé in the future with the Los
Blancos in the process of building
another 'Galacticos' era.

It was very much later that
Barcelona started to emerge as a
serious contender to sign
Haaland. While his interest in

joining the Catalans is largely
unknown, many had ruled out
Barca having the financial muscle
to get Haaland. They were strug-
gling financially in recent years
although the La Liga win under
Flick had helped them improve
their situation.

If Haaland is determined to
leave, City will have to ensure the
sale of their talismanic striker
brings in some real contributions
to their coffers. According to
Football Insider, the Manchester
City higher-ups have set a price
tag of over £150 million for any
team interested in signing the
player next season.

FC Barcelona, for their part,
will have to carefully evaluate
whether it's feasible to pursue his
signing next summer. 

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : South Africa's
Test captain Temba Bavuma has been
ruled out of the team's first assignment
in their World Test Championship
(WTC) title defence, against Pakistan,
after suffering a calf strain. Bavuma
picked up the injury during the recent
white-ball tour of England and is
expected to be sidelined for six to eight
weeks. In his absence, Aiden Markram
will lead the Test side, as per
ESPNcricinfo.

The squad has also seen a recall for
offspinner Simon Harmer, who last
played a Test in March 2023. He joins
Senuran Muthusamy and Prenelan
Subrayen in the spin attack. First-
choice spinner Keshav Maharaj, recov-
ering from a groin injury sustained in
England, will only be available for the
second Test.

In another big development, wicket-
keeper-batter Quinton de Kock has
reversed his retirement from ODI
cricket and has been named in both
the ODI and T20I squads for the
Pakistan tour. De Kock's last interna-
tional appearance was in the T20
World Cup final in Barbados in June
2024.

South Africa have opted to rest
most of their all-format players, bar-
ring Corbin Bosch and Dewald Brevis,
for the white-ball leg of the Pakistan
tour. David Miller will captain the T20I
squad, while Matthew Breetzke will
lead the ODI squad.

Ahead of the Pakistan Tests, South
Africa will also play a T20I in Namibia
to inaugurate the new stadium in
Windhoek. That fixture will feature a
second-string squad led by Donovan
Ferreira, which includes de Kock,
Nandre Burger, Gerald Coetzee, Reeza
Hendricks, Lhuan-dre Pretorius, and
Rivaldo Moonsamy.

Ferreira has also earned a place in
the ODI squad to face Pakistan, along-
side Burger, Coetzee and de Kock. Left-
arm spinners George Linde and Bjorn
Fortuin have been brought back into

the mix, legspinner Nqaba Peter has
been also included. Notably, Tabraiz
Shamsi, who declined a national con-
tract, has been left out, as has pacer
Anrich Nortje, who has also not signed
a deal.

The Test squad retains most of the
core that clinched the WTC mace
against Australia in June. Brevis,
Subrayen and Zubayr Hamza are the
fresh additions, while there is no space
for Dane Paterson or Lungi Ngidi, who
has been included in the white-ball
squads. Kagiso Rabada, Marco Jansen
and Wiaan Mulder lead the pace unit.

"Temba's calf strain will unfortu-
nately keep him sidelined for six to
eight weeks, but the focus is on giving
him the best chance to be fully ready
for the India tour in November,"
Proteas head coach Shukri Conrad
said, as quoted from ESPNcricinfo.

"Naturally, we are disappointed not
to have Temba available. He has been
such an important leader and batter
for us in the Test side, and his pres-

ence on and off the field will be
missed," he noted.

"At the same time, the majority of
the Test squad have experience of
playing in the subcontinent and under-
stand the demands that come with it,
so I'm confident they will embrace the
challenge. Pakistan is one of the
tougher places to tour, and with spin-
friendly conditions expected and
Keshav only available from the second
game, it was important to have an
experienced campaigner like Simon in
the squad to provide extra depth in the
spin department," he added.

De Kock's comeback follows months
of speculation about his international
future. While he never formally retired
from T20Is, he had not been picked
since the 2024 T20 World Cup and his
long-term commitment was unclear.
Head coach Shukri Conrad confirmed
that discussions with the wicketkeeper-
batter have now ensured his availabili-
ty for the national team again.

"Quinton's return to the white-ball
space is a major boost for us," he said,
as quoted from ESPNcricinfo.

"When we spoke last month about
his future, it was clear that he still has
a strong ambition to represent his
country. Everyone knows the quality he
brings to the side, and having him back
can only benefit the team," he noted.

On the appointments of stand-in
captains for the white-ball series,
Conrad explained that Breetzke's
domestic experience and Ferreira's
growth have justified their selections
for the temporary roles.

"Matthew has really come into his
own in the 50-over space and has led
SA A and the Warriors in this format
before, and I have no doubt he'll cap-
tain the ODI side with that same char-
acter and composure which he brings
to his game. During the T20I series
against England, I was impressed by
Donovan's maturity, his understanding
of the game, and the way he connects
with the younger players in the squad. 

PRANAVI, HITAASHEE
ARE TIED FOR 47TH
PLACE IN LA SELLA
OPEN ON LET

ALICANTE [SPAIN] : Pranavi Urs and Hitaashee
Bakshi were tied for 47th place with one more
round to go in the 2025 La Sella Open. Pranavi
carded an even par 72, while Hitaashee shot 1-
over 73.

Pranavi had two birdies and two bogeys all on
the back nine of the course and between the 13th
and the 18th.

Hitaashee had four birdies, but she also gave
away three bogeys and a double bogey on Par-5
ninth.

The other Indians, Diksha Dagar, Tvesa Malik,
Avani Prashanth, Ridhima Dilawari and Vani
Kapoor had missed the halfway cut.

Canada's Anna Huang continued her fine form
at the 2025 La Sella Open, producing a round of 69
(-3) on day three to hold a three-stroke lead head-
ing into the final day. The 16-year-old has held the
lead since the start of the tournament and began
well with a birdie on the second at La Sella Golf
Resort. Huang sits at the top of the leaderboard
with a score of 17-under-par.

Huang, who is in her rookie season on the
Ladies European Tour (LET), made another birdie
on the ninth before back-to-back birdies on 11 and
12.

After back-to-back bogey-free rounds, the
teenager dropped her first shot of the week on her
15 - she had not made a bogey in her previous 62
holes in competition on the LET.

If she were to win on the LET on Sunday,
Huang would join an elite club of players to win on
Tour before their 17th birthday - the last player to
do so was Germany's Chiara Noja at the Aramco
Team Series - Riyadh in 2022.

India vs Pakistan Asia Cup match: Sahibzada Farhan's
AK-47 gesture against Indian players sparks outrage

Transfer news: Florentino Perez wants Liverpool's
Ryan Gravenberch at Real Madrid ASAP, says report

Manchester City ready to sell Erling Haaland
for £150 million? Striker's transfer value
revealed amidst Barcelona interest

PC JHA 

RANCHI : Jharkhand athletes made a flying start on the opening day of
the 36th East Zone Junior Athletics Championship at Birsa Munda
Football Stadium, Morabadi, Ranchi, clinching a total of 16 medals - 5
gold, 6 silver, and 5 bronze - to assert their dominance over the region-
al competition.

The three-day championship (September 22-24), organized under
the directive of the Athletics Federation of India, New Delhi, is being
hosted by the Jharkhand Athletics Association. A total of 621 athletes
from 10 states - West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, Assam, Mizoram, Sikkim,
Manipur, Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Arunachal Pradesh - are compet-
ing in various track and field events.

The athletes were guided by a team of coaches - Vinod Kumar Singh,
Ashu Bhatia, Yogesh Yadav, Alok Singh, Neeraj Kumar, Naresh Kujur,
and Anubha Khakha - who played a key role in preparing the young tal-
ents for this major regional meet.

With a medal tally of 16 on the very first day, Jharkhand has set the
tone for the championship, strengthening its position as a powerhouse
in junior athletics in the eastern region.

Gold Medal Winners. Preeti Lakra (Hazaribagh): Girls U-20 Long Jump. Vivek Yadav (Sahibganj): Boys U-20 Javelin Throw. Mamta Mary Murmu (East Singhbhum): Girls U-16 60m
Sprint

" Girls U-18 Medley Relay Team: Putul Baskey (Ranchi),
Anamika Oraon (Bokaro), Khushi Kumari (Ramgarh), Poonam Kumari
(Ranchi)

" Mixed Relay Team: Prateek Oraon (Ranchi), Jackline Khess
(Bokaro), Manish Kumar (Giridih), Shivani Kumari (Ranchi)

Silver Medal Winners. Asha Kumari (Chatra): Girls U-20 5000m. Hemant Kumar (Palamu): Boys U-18 Javelin Throw. Anit Oraon (Latehar): Boys U-16 80m Hurdles. Nidhi Tirkey (Bokaro): Girls U-16 80m Hurdles. Boys U-18 Medley Relay Team: Shubham Ekka (Ranchi),
Vicky Lohra (Bokaro), Akashdeep Kindo (Gumla), Vishal Kumar (Ranchi). Santosh Murmu: Boys U-14 Kids Javelin

Bronze Medal Winners

36th East Zone Junior Athletics Meet: 

JHARKHAND ATHLETES DOMINATE
DAY ONE WITH 16 MEDALS

Bavuma ruled out with calf injury; de Kock
back in white-ball squads for South Africa


