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Large number of bicycles under the state government’s flagship Sabuj Sathi project are lying under the open sky, many still undistributed. Left exposed to rain, they risk
damage and decay. The situation has prompted urgent intervention from Nabanna, which has issued clear directives to all District Magistrates to immediately move the cycles
to safer storage facilities. According to sources, district administrations have been asked not only to ensure secure storage but also to submit reports on why such negligence
has occurred. The Backward Classes Welfare Department secretary has been instructed to provide a detailed explanation by the 20th of this month. 

Nabanna Orders Action Over Neglected Sabuj Sathi Cycles

The Idol of Vishwakarma at a puja pandal in Kolkata
on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Dhar (MP ) : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said Indian soldiers had
brought Pakistan to its knees “in the
blink of an eye” during Operation
Sindoor. He was addressing a gath-
ering after laying the foundation
stone for the Pradhan Mantri Mega
Integrated Textile Region and Ap-
parel (PM MITRA) Park in Dhar dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh. Modi also
launched the ‘Swasth Nari Sashakt
Parivar' and the ‘8th Rashtriya
Poshan Maah' campaigns, aimed at
enhancing women's health services
and promoting nutrition. The visit
marked Modi's second trip to the
state on his birthday. On this day in
2022, he released eight cheetahs ,
brought  from Namibia, in the Kuno
National Park.

Making a strong pitch for
swadeshi goods,  PM Modi said,
“This is the season of festivals, and
we must remember the mantra of
Swadeshi and incorporate it into
our lives.” “I have a humble request
to my 140 crore fellow countrymen
that whatever you buy, it should be
made in our country and should
bear the sweat of some Indian or
the other. It should carry the fra-
grance of the soil of my India,” the
Prime minister said. The Prime
Minister sharpened his attack on
Pakistan, reiterating India’s com-
mitment to national security and re-

calling the military action against
terror camps across the border and
spoke of the bravery of Indian sol-
diers during Operation Sindoor.

“The security of Mother India is
the nation’s highest priority. Terror-
ists who came from Pakistan at-
tempted to tarnish the dignity of our

daughters and sisters. Responding
through Operation Sindoor, we de-
stroyed the terror launch pads,”
PM Modi said. “Our brave soldiers
brought Pakistan to its knees in the
blink of an eye,” he  said. “Just yes-
terday, the nation and the world
witnessed another Pakistani terror-

ist tearfully narrate his ordeal. This
is a new India. It fears no one’s nu-
clear threats… Ghar mein ghus ke
maarta hai (it enters the enemy’s
house and strikes),” PM  Modi
added. The Prime Minister, however,
did not directly name the terrorist
organisation as his remarks came

only  a day after a senior Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) commander, in a
rare admission, conceded that In-
dian forces had devastated the fam-
ily of terror mastermind Masood
Azhar during the Bahawalpur
strikes under Operation Sindoor.
The Prime minister said that on
September 17, 1948, the nation wit-
nessed the iron will of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel.“Indian army
liberated Hyderabad from oppres-
sion, safeguarded the rights of its
people, and reinstated the pride of
India,” he said.

“We have now begun to observe
this day as Hyderabad Liberation
Day. Today, a grand celebration is
being held in Hyderabad to com-
memorate the occasion,” PM Modi
said. At the programme in Dhar dis-
trict,  PM  Modi also accepted greet-
ings from the crowd on his 75th
birthday.. He said the May 7 strikes
under Operation Sindoor were
jointly executed by the Indian Army,
Navy and Air Force in retaliation to
the April 22 terror attack in Pahal-
gam, Jammu and Kashmir, which
left 26 civilians, mostly tourists,
dead. In a coordinated overnight of-
fensive, Indian forces targeted nine
terrorist facilities, hitting key terror
hubs of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Hizbul
Mujahideen in Bahawalpur, Kotli
and Muridke.

“I have a humble
request to my 140
crore fellow coun-
trymen that what-
ever you buy, it
should be made in
our country and
should bear the
sweat of some In-
dian or the other.
It should carry the
fragrance of the
soil of my India”

--PM Narendra Modi 

Mamata greets people
on Vishwakarma puja,
declares govt holiday

MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday extended heart-
felt greetings to the people of
the state on the occasion of
Vishwakarma Puja, a festival
that honours the skills and
hard work of workers across
various sectors. The Chief
minister in her message also
said that the state govern-
ment has announced a state
holiday on this occasion, es-
pecially to honour the mi-
grant labourers.  "Wish
everyone heartfelt greetings
on Vishwakarma Puja. This
time, to honour the migrant
workers, we have declared a

state government holiday on
Vishwakarma Puja," Mamata
Banerjee posted on X. Lord
Vishwakarma is the engi-
neer-architect god of the
Hindu pantheon.

She has urged migrant
labourers to come back and
announced a monthly  grant
of Rs 5,000 for each of them
on returning to the state for a
period of 12 months or till they
get a job. At a public distribu-
tion programme held in Jal-
paiguri last week, Chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
stated that around 24,000 mi-
grant families have already re-
turned to the state since she
had announced  her govern-
ment's rehabilitation projects.

Meanwhile,Trinamool
Congress All India General
Secretary  Abhishek Banerjee,
MP  extended Birthday Greet-
ings to Prime minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday. In a
message through his X  handle
the TMC Lok Sabha member
from  Dimonf Haebourtoday
said  in both Bengali and En-
gluish “ Greetings to Hon’ble
PM Shri @narendramodi Ji on
his birthday.”

President Murmu, Donald Trump,
others greet PM Modi as he turns 75
MI News Service, New Delhi; Presi-
dent Draupadi Murmu and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump are among the
top leaders who greeted Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi as he  turned 75
on Wednesday. In order to celebrate
the  Prime minister’s birthday in a
befitting manner a host of pro-
grammes called "Sewa Pakhwada"
lauding his leadership, have been or-
ganised  by the BJP over the next
fortnight in honour of its pre-emi-
nent leader. The BJP-run govern-
ments at the Centre and states have
lined up an array of outreach, wel-
fare, development and awareness
programmes, ranging from health
camps to cleanliness drive, get to-
gethers of intellectuals and fairs to
promote indigenous products across
the country till October 2.

However, PM Modi himself is

travelling to Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh today to kick off a nation-
wide campaign focusing on the
health and nutrition of women and
children. On his arrival there in the
morning the Prime minister
launched a slew of  development
programmes, including one with
focus on tribal population, and ad-
dress a public meeting. President
Droupadi Murmu greeted PM Modi,
who was born in a poor family in Gu-
jarat's Vadnagar, and praised him
for instilling a culture of setting and
achieving great goals in the country.
"Today, the global community is also
expressing its faith in your guid-
ance," Murmu said in her birthday
greetings to the PM. "Heartfelt birth-
day greetings and best wishes to the
Prime Minister of India, Shri
@narendramodi ji. By exemplifying

the pinnacle of hard work through
your extraordinary leadership, you
have instilled a culture of achieving
great goals in the country," she said.

Thanking her, Modi said his gov-
ernment will remain dedicated to
building a strong, capable and self-
reliant India with the help of its over
140 crore citizens, and described her
vision and ideas as inspirational.  In
a similar message on Tuesday  US
President Donald Trump said he had
a “wonderful” phone call with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, during
which he extended birthday greet-
ings to his “friend” and thanked the
Indian leader for his support on end-
ing the Russia-Ukraine war. 
The call, which came a day before 
Modi turned 75, is being seen as a 

uu Continued on page 3

US President Donald Trump begins  historic second State visit of the UK
MI News Service, Washington (DC)
/ London : US President Donald
Trump and First Lady Melania
Trump arrived in London on Tues-
day evening for a historic second
State Visit to the UK at the invita-
tion of King Charles III, who has
laid out a royal reception at Wind-
sor Castle. The Trumps were
greeted by US Ambassador to the
UK Warren Stephens and Viscount
Henry Hood, the King’s Lord-in-
Waiting, as Air Force One landed
at Stansted Airport. "They're
friends of mine for a long time,
long before he was King, and it's
an honour to have him as King. I
think he represents the country so
well, I've watched, he's such an el-
egant gentleman," said Trump,
who pointed out that it was the
first instance of an American Pres-
ident being “honoured twice” with
a State Visit to the UK. President
Donald Trump has arrived in the
UK for his historic second state
visit, which will see a crowded mix
of royal pageantry, trade talks and
international politics.

Before making the trip from
the US on Air Force One, Trump

sent positive signals, describing
the visit as an honour and saying:
"My relationship is very good with
the UK." "They want to see if they
can refine the trade deal a little
bit… I'm into helping them," said
Trump, with a multi-billion US
technology investment deal being
announced as the president's visit
got under way.

But Trump said the main pur-
pose of the visit was to see "my
friend" King Charles: "He repre-
sents the country so well, such an
elegant gentleman."  Landing at
Stansted airport, President Trump
received an official welcome from
a line-up on the runway including
Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper.
The president is spending the
night in the US ambassador's res-
idence, Winfield House, before a
day of royal ceremony and lavish
spectacle in Windsor Castle on
Wednesday - with the President
describing Windsor as "the ulti-
mate" in settings. Hosting him will
be King Charles and a full line-up
of senior royals, currently includ-
ing Queen Camilla, who had to
miss the Duchess of Kent's funeral

on Tuesday because she was suf-
fering from acute sinusitis. Prince
William and Catherine will be part
of a ceremonial welcome, there
will be a gun salute, military in-
spection and President Trump and
First Lady Melania Trump will
have a carriage procession within
the Windsor estate.

Such spectacles will be aimed

at pleasing a President who on
Tuesday evening at Winfield House
once again revealed his enthusi-
asm for royalty, saying about the
King: "He's been a friend of mine
for a long time, and everybody re-
spects him, and they love him." On
his feelings about the UK, Presi-
dent Trump said: "I have a lot of
things here that warm my heart. I

want to tell you. It's a very special
place."

A key message from the UK
government will be to encourage
the United States to maintain its
commitment to NATO and to sup-
port Ukraine and there will be a
much bigger than usual military
line-up for the state visit. There
will be 1,300 service men and
women, from the Army, Royal
Navy and RAF taking part in the
welcome, creating the largest ever
guard of honour for a state visit to
the UK. A joint US and UK flypast
by F-35 jets and the Red Arrows
will fly over Windsor, watched by
the British Prime minister Sir Keir
Starmer alongside the President,
in a display showing the closeness
of the military relationship.

The centrepiece of the state
visit will be the spectacular ban-
quet in St George's Hall, where
King Charles and President Trump
will make speeches, with guests
enjoying a menu that's likely to be
a culinary representation of the
special relationship, with UK and 

uu Continued on page 3

GST reforms to inject Rs 2
lakh crore into economy,
says Nirmala Sitharaman

MI News Service, Visakhap-
atnam :   Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Wednesday said the
next generation GST re-
forms will infuse  as much as
Rs 2 lakh crore into the
economy, leaving people
with more cash in hand that
otherwise would have gone
as taxes. Addressing the
Outreach and Interaction
Programme on Next Gen
GST Reforms, she said, fol-
lowing the tax reforms, 99
per cent of goods under the
12 per cent GST slab have
now been moved to five per
cent. The new rates has also
resulted in 90 per cent items
under 28 per cent tax slab
slipping into the 18 per cent
bracket.

"With this New Gen Tax
regime, with only two slabs
(5 per cent and 18 percent),
Rs 2 lakh crore is injected
into the economy. People will
have cash on hand," she
said. She said several com-
panies, including some
FMCG giants, are voluntarily
coming forward to give rate
cuts and pass on the benefit
to consumers even before
September 22, the imple-
mentation date for the new
GST regime. The  Finance
minister said the GST rev-
enues grew to Rs 22.08 lakh

crore in 2025 from Rs 7.19
lakh crore in 2018 when it
was introduced. According
to her, the taxpayer's num-
ber grew to 1.51 crore from
the earlier 65 lakh. Sithara-
man said  before undertak-
ing the rate rejig, the NDA
government kept five filters
– reduction of rate for poor
and middle class, fulfilling
aspirations of middle class,
benefiting farmers commu-
nity, pro-MSME and sectors
that are useful for the coun-
try in creating jobs and ex-
port potential. 

She said the GST Council
is a prime example of coop-
erative federalism, noting it
is the only constitutional
body created since inde-
pendence. Flaying the previ-
ous UPA regime, she
described the earlier tax
structures as “tax terrorism"
and said a lot of exercise
went into the implementa-
tion of GST as part of one
nation-one tax. “The UPA
government went for 10
years. You could not come
with GST. You could not con-
vince the states about GST…
I could have given a harsh
political reply. But not
today," she said. The re-
stricted GST rate slabs will 

uu Continued on page 3

Vaishno Devi pilgrimage in
J-K resumes after 3-weeks
MI News Service, Jammu :
Amid chants of 'Jai Mata
Di', the pilgrimage to Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine atop
Trikuta hills resumed in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Reasi district on Wednes-
day, after a suspension of
22 days due to a devastat-
ing landslide that claimed
34 lives and injured 20.
The Shrine Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board (SMV
DSB) announced the re-
opening of the yatra subject
to favourable weather con-
ditions from this morning,
bringing cheers on the
faces of many devotees
who were camping in
Katra town -- the base
camp for the pilgrims visit-

ing the shrine, for the past
several days..

Hundreds of pilgrims
gathered at Banganga Dar-
shani gate, the starting
point of the yatra, in the
early hours of Wednesday,
expressing immense happi-
ness and relief on the com-
mencement of the
pilgrimage. Shrine board
officials said the yatra
began at 6 a.m. this morn-
ing from both the routes
leading to the hilltop shrine
after a temporary suspen-
sion necessitated by in-
clement weather conditions
and essential maintenance
of the track leading to the 

uu Continued on page 3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets the public on his arrival to lay the foundation stone of 
the PM Mitra Park, at Bhensola village in Badnawar tehsil of Dhar district, in Madhya Pradesh.

PM says“Our soldiers brought 
Pakistan to its knees in a blink”
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MI News Service,  
Shantipur: A mobile phone 
trader was allegedly assaulted 
and robbed of ₹1.25 lakh late 
on Tuesday night while return-
ing home after closing his shop 
in Shantipur. The incident has 
triggered panic among the lo-
cal business community ahead 
of the festive season.

Police said the trader, a res-
ident of Naya Hat area, was 
riding home on his bike with 
a friend when the attack took 
place near the health care cen-
tre at Shyambazar. A car car-
rying three miscreants inter-
cepted them, dragged them off 
the vehicle and assaulted both. 
The assailants then fled with a 
bag containing cash.

Both the trader and his 
friend sustained serious inju-
ries and were rushed to a local 
hospital. On Wednesday, the 
trader lodged a written com-
plaint with Shantipur police 
station.

“We have received a com-
plaint regarding the robbery. 
CCTV footage from the locality 
is being examined and raids 
are being conducted to identify 
the culprits,” said a senior 
officer of Shantipur police 
station.

Traders in the town ex-
pressed concern over the at-
tack, saying such incidents 
raise serious questions 
about safety during the run-
up to Durga Puja when large 
sums of money are usually 
transacted.

MI News Service, West  
Midnapur: Basudebpur Vidy-
asagar Vidyapeeth in Daspur 
block I on Tuesday after se-
rious allegation of indecent 
behavior were leveled against 
a teacher, triggering a heated 
confrontation that spiraled 
into hours of unrest  within the 
school premises.

The controversy erupted 
after several students alleged 
that teacher Prafulla Kumar 
Adak has repeatedly  language 
towards them. Acting on writ-
ten complaint submitted by 
parents, the school authorities 
convened a meeting to address 
the issue. However, the gath-
ering quickly turned chaotic 
as section of parents and stu-
dents clashed over the alle-
gations. School Management 
Committee president Kajal 
Samanta state, “This is not the 
first time such allegations have 
surfaced. The teacher has no 
multiple occasions used foul 
language towards students. 
Today’s meeting was convened 
following a formal complaint, 
but instead of clarification, 
the situation escalated.” In his 
defense, the accused teacher 
denied the allegations, claim-
ing, “I never used incident 
language. At most, I raised 
my voice. But in today’s meet-
ing, I raised my voice. But in 
today’s meeting, I was insult-
ed and provoked. That is why 
students and parents came 
forward in my support,”. 
The  situation worsened as 
the meeting degenerated into 
verbal altercations that lasted 
nearly four hours, prompt-
ing fears of violence. Finally, 
officers from Daspur police 
station intervened late in the 
evening and brought the situ-
ation under control. Headmas-
ter Tara Shankar Das Bairaigi 
confirmed the incident, while 
police officials assured that the 
matter is under investigation. 
The episode left the local com-
munity deeply disturbed, with 
parents and residents express-
ing shock that such turbulence 
could unfold inside an institu-
tion meant to safeguard and 
educate children.

MI News Service, Malda: A 
21-year-old student lost his life 
after being swept away by surging 
floodwaters of the Ganga in Mal-
da’s Bhutni block, exposing the 
vulnerability of residents in flood-
hit regions where locals allege 
the absence of disaster response 
forces.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Roz Sheikh, a resident 
of Julabditola under Bhutni po-
lice station limits. According to 
local sources, Roz was returning 
home on his bicycle after meet-
ing friends when floodwaters 
breached the embankment road. 
Overpowered by the strong cur-
rent, he was swept away before 
he could be rescued. On noticing 
the incident, villagers launched 
an extensive search operation. 
After prolonged efforts, Roz 
was pulled out of the water and 
rushed to Manikchak Rural Hos-
pital, where attending doctors 
declared him dead. The trage-
dy has triggered outrage in the 
flood-ravaged locality. Residents 
allege that despite recurring in-
cidents of drowning and loss of 
lives, no disaster response team 
has been deployed in the area. 

MI News Service, East  
Midnapur: The uproar sur-
rounding the alleged rape 
of a ward girl at Panskura 
Super Specialty Hospital is 
intensifying, with political 
allegations now adding fuel 
to the already volatile situa-
tion. The accused has been 
arrested and remanded to 
eight days of police custo-
dy by the Tamluk court. On 
Tuesday evening, represen-
tatives of the Joint Platform 
of doctors and Tilottama 
Mancha visited the hospital, 
where they interacted with 
temporary staff members 
and held a protest rally.

The delegation assured 
the workers of legal assis-
tance and voiced strong 
condemnation of the inci-
dent. In dramatic escala-
tion, delegation member 
Pavitra Goswami alleged 
that the accused had grown 
“arrogant and emboldened” 
under the protection of 
Bodhisattva Mohaptra, son 
for former state minister 
Soumen Mohaptra Pavit-
ra Goswami claimed, Such 
incidents have been hap-
pening repeatedly because 
of his Such incidents have 
been happening repeated-
ly because of his backing.” 
Responding swiftly, former 
minister Soumen Mohapa-
tra convened a press confer-
ence to refute the charges. 
He defended his son, stating, 
“My son was BMOH of the 
Block Primary Health Cen-
ter, not of Panskura Super 
Specialty Hospital. Those 
making allegations do not 
even know the difference.” 
Soumen Mohapatra further 
asserted that his son was 
being deliberately targeted, 
pointing out that similar 
attempts had been made to 
implicate him in past cases. 
“If they can prove my son’s 
involvement, I am ready to 
accept punishment. If not, 
I will fight this battle legal-
ly,” he warned. Meanwhile, 
the rape allegations have 
sparked outrage across 
Panskura, with civil soci-
ety groups demanding swift 
justice for the victim and 
accountability from those in 
positions of power. Police in-
vestigations are underway, 
even as the political blame 
game intensifies.

MI News Service, Mursidabad: 
Fresh controversy has erupted 
over the state government’s 
much-publicised Shramashree 
project, as a group of migrant 
workers from Murshidabad al-
leged that they have been left 
stranded in Tamil Nadu with-
out food, money, or tickets to 
return home. The workers, 
hailing from Bhagangola, Lal-
gola, Nabagram and other ar-
eas of Murshidabad, claimed 
they were brutally assaulted 
soon after reaching Tamil Nadu 
for work. Robbed of their be-
longings and left injured, many 
had to undergo treatment in 
hospital. Now, they say, they 
are desperate to return to Ben-
gal but have received little to 
no assistance from either local 
authorities or their political 
representatives.

One of the stranded workers, 
Mustafizur Rahman, voiced his 
frustration:"No one is helping 
us. We have been beaten up, 
our money is gone. The DM 
said no tickets would be issued, 
we must buy them ourselves. 
If we had money, we wouldn’t 
be begging. We don’t even have 
money for food. MP Samirul 
Islam called us once, but now 
he doesn’t even pick up the 
phone." The workers alleged 
that despite promises under 
the Shramashree scheme to 
cover train fare for stranded 
migrants, their Aadhaar details 
were collected but no tickets 
were issued. However, Mur-
shidabad District Magistrate 
Rajarshi Mitra dismissed the 
allegations, saying: "No such 
application for ticketing has 
been received. Neither have 
we refused to help. The Shra-
mashree scheme has clear 
guidelines. Some misinforma-
tion appears to be spreading." 
Rajya Sabha MP Samirul Islam 
also denied neglect, clarifying: 
"The process requires formal 
application with documents 
under Shramashre . That was 
not done in this case." The 
deadlock has left the workers 
trapped in a hostile environ-
ment far from home, caught 
between official denials and 
their own desperate reality. 
With Puja season approaching, 
their plight has thrown uncom-
fortable questions at the state’s 
flagship welfare project meant 
to protect migrant labourers.

MI News Service, Hooghly: At 
least 12 people were injured, 
majority of them critically, when 
a chartered maxi-bus carrying 
pilgrims to Gangasagar Island 
slammed a stationary truck on 
Delhi-Kolkata National Highway 
No 19 at Gurap in the Hooghly 
district in the early hours on 
Wednesday.

The bus, which was from 
Deoghar in Jharkhand on a 
char-dham pilgrimage tour, was 
heading for Gangasagar in South 
24 Parganas with around 56 
people on board, lost control and 
hit the rear of the parked truck 
at Gurap at dusk, police said.  

Police said about 12, who 
suffered critical wounds, have 

been taken to the Bardhaman 
Medical College and Hospital. 
The remaining passengers of 
the bus were taken to a local 
community hall and provided 
necessary medicines, food   and 
drinking water by the local peo-
ple as well as the district police. 
The arrangements were also be-
ing made by the local adminis-
tration to evacuate them to their 
destination.

The front portion of the bus 
was damaged heavily by the im-
pact of the accident.

Police said the driver prob-
ably fell sleepy and lost control 
over the steering as the bus left 
Deoghar last night on the way to 
Gangasar island.                  

MI News Service, Birbhum: 
In a chilling incident that  has 
sent shockwaves across Bir-
bhum district, police late night 
recovered the decomposed and 
dismembered the decomposed 
and dismembered body of a sev-
enth-grade student, nearly 20 
days after she was report missing. 
The girl’s school physics teacher, 
identified as Manoj Kumar Pal, 
has been arrested on charges of 
abduction and murder.

According to police and family 
sources, the 13-year-old girl had 
left home on August 28 for tui-
tion classes but never returned. 
A missing complaint was lodged 
at Rampurhat police station the 
same day. Investigations later 

revealed that the teacher had 
allegedly abducted her. Follow-
ing Manoj Kumar Pal’s arrest, 
police recovered the victim’s 
body from a wetland near Kali-
danga village under Rampurhat 
police station limits. Officials 
said the body was cut into piec-
es and dumped in water, mak-
ing identification and forensic 
examination extremely difficult. 
Superintendent of police con-
firmed that no sexual assault 
charges have been filed at this 
stage, but investigators are 
probing whether the victim suf-
fered abuse before her murder. 
“Since the remains were severe-
ly decomposed, the investigation 
faces significant challenges. 

MI News Service,  
Barrackpore: A day of festiv-
ity turned into tragedy in Bar-
rackpore on Tuesday when an 
ex-army jawan lost his life after 
his throat was slit by a Chinese 
manja (kite string) while riding 
to work on his motorcycle. The 
incident occurred on the Kalyani 
Expressway near Khardah, coin-
ciding with Vishwakarma Puja, a 
day traditionally marked by kite 
flying.

The deceased has been identi-
fied as Gautam Ghosh, a former 
military policeman who had been 
posted at Fort William. At the time 
of his death, he was employed as 
a security guard at Dumdum Air-
port. According to eyewitnesses, 
Gautam Ghosh was on his way to 
the airport when the fatal acci-
dent occurred. The razor-sharp 
nylon string, coated with glass 
dust, struck his neck as he drove 
past. Locals rushed him to Ban-
dipur Hospital in Khardah, but 
doctors declared him dead on 
arrival, citing excessive blood 

loss as the cause. Confirming the 
incident, Kiranmoy Ghosh, Chief 
Security Supervisor of Dumdum 
Airport, said: “He was riding 
from home to duty when his 
throat was slit by a Chinese kite 
thread. Despite being rushed to 
hospital, he could not be saved. 
This illegal kite thread must be 
stopped. It has already claimed 
many lives.” Police sources 
pointed out that despite repeat-
ed awareness campaigns and 
bans on the sale of Chinese nylon 
strings, their use continues un-
checked during festive kite-flying 
seasons. The tragedy has once 
again raised serious questions 
about the enforcement of exist-
ing restrictions. Local residents 
expressed anger, recalling that 
similar incidents in the past had 
failed to trigger decisive admin-
istrative action. As the family of 
Gautam Ghosh grapples with the 
shocking loss, calls are growing 
louder for a complete crackdown 
on the sale and use of Chinese 
thread in the state.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
In an age when screens domi-
nate our attention and libraries 
gather dust, one man has dared 
to dream differently. Pintu Po-
han, with a vision as bold as it 
is simple, has been weaving a 
new story—where books are not 
just read, but celebrated, wor-
shipped, and lived.

The statistics are grim. Read-
ers are disappearing, maga-
zines are shutting down, pub-
lishing houses are gasping for 
breath. Even the neighborhood 
libraries—once the pride of 
Bengal’s cultural landscape—
are now silent, their shelves 
groaning under the weight of 
neglected books. But instead 
of lamenting this decline, Pintu 
Pohan chose to fight it. Not with 
lectures or campaigns, but with 
living, breathing festivals of lit-
erature.

THE BELL THAT RANG…
It all started in October 2023. 

The movement began at Be-
hala’s Madanmohan Tala. For 
72 hours straight, book lovers 
gathered—not for a fair, not 
for commerce, but for Boipujo. 
They read aloud, they listened, 

they celebrated the written 
word. It was a symbolic yet 
deeply spiritual act: to honor 
books as sacred companions in 
our lives.

WELCOMING BOOKS VIA ‘BOI-
BORON’

When the rest of the world 
rang in 2024 with firecrackers 
and parties, Pintu Pohan and 
his companions welcomed the 
New Year with books. Boiboron 
was born—a midnight celebra-
tion where readers stepped into 
the next chapter of time with 
literature in their hands and 
minds wide open.

‘SRASTABORON’ WELCOMES 
THE CREATOR

Books, Pintu realized, cannot 
exist without creators. In Febru-

ary 2024, at Natun Para Kalabha-
van, the movement extended its 
embrace to the authors—the sto-
rytellers, the poets, the thinkers. 
Srastaboron honored not just 
books, but the spirits who bring 
them into being.

A NEW CALENDAR 
When 1st Baisakh 1431 ar-

rived, Pintu Pohan and his fel-
low readers declared it “The 
Book New Year.” No rituals, no 
commerce—just books, a grand 
procession, and a promise to 
spread their fragrance into ev-
eryday lives. The chain contin-
ued through 2024 and 2025, 
with Boipujo and Boiboron 
turning into annual traditions.

EVOLUTION OF ‘LIVING  
LIBRARY’

Here comes perhaps the Pin-
tu Pohan’s most radical step yet. 
On September 20 and 21, 2025, 
Behala Chowrasta will trans-
form into a Living Library. Rows 
of books will line the streets—
free for anyone to pick, read, 
and love. But beyond paper 
and ink, there will also be living 
books—people sharing their sto-
ries, their lives, their wisdom.

It is an attempt not just to con-
nect readers with books, but to 
connect humans with humans in 
a time when loneliness and ma-
chines have pulled us apart.

A VISION BEYOND  
MOVEMENT

Pintu Pohan’s movement is 
not about nostalgia. It is about 
survival—of culture, of knowl-
edge, of human connection. It 
insists that books are not rel-
ics, but living companions. That 
reading is not a hobby, but a 
way of resisting alienation.

As the president of ‘We, the 
Book Lovers’, Rupak Ganguly, 
and secretary Ajay Pal stand by 
his side. He carries forward a 
torch that Bengal has long been 
proud of: the torch of literature 
as community.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
Film industry technicians in 
Bengal are on course to get 
a 30 per cent hike in wages. 
Swarup Biswas, the powerful 
chairman of the Federation of 
Cine Technicians and Workers 
of Eastern India, has already 
clinched the deal for the tech-
nicians in the television indus-
try. Next is the turn of film pro-
ducers in Bengal.

The annual general meeting 
of the Eastern India Motion 
Pictures Association, which in-
cludes producers, distributors 
and exhibitors, is scheduled 
for Friday 19 September, after 
which a decision is likely to be 
announced.

“The deal is done,” Biswas 
told. He did not clarify wheth-
er the deal included both films 
and television.

Around 7 per cent of the hike 
will go as “donation” to the fed-
eration for a Technicians’ Bha-
wan, multiple sources in the 
know told.

Some of the 26 guilds – of 
which all technicians are mem-
bers – have refused to part 
with the donation, it is reliably 
learnt, but fear of the federa-
tion hangs so heavy on the in-
dustry that some of them even 
denied the hike.

“I have not received any 
such notification,” said Swapan 
Mazumdar, president of the 
Eastern India Cinematogra-
phers’ Association.

Producer Saibal Banerjee, 
who has produced and direct-
ed a number of TV series, con-
firmed the 30 per cent hike in 
wages.

“It has not been imple-
mented yet though the agree-
ment was signed two to three 
months ago. We have not been 
informed when the new wages 
will come into effect,” he said.

Sources in EIMPA said they 
have heard of the impending 
hike though officially it is yet 
to be tabled, discussed and 
passed. Not many in the ap-
proximately 600-member body 
are likely to raise any objec-
tions when it eventually makes 
it to the talks table.

“The wage hike would be 
accepted. Problem is not so 
much with the hikes, but the 
manner in which it is being de-
cided. We have heard that part 
of the wages would have to be 
deposited for the Technicians’ 
Bhawan. Why should the pro-
ducers pay for it?” asked a pro-
ducer, requesting anonymity.

When asked about the pro-
posed Technicians’ Bhawan, 
Swarup Biswas replied: “Je 
bolechhe aapna ke takei jigyes 
korun [Ask whoever has told 
you].”

Swarup Biswas, along with 
his elder brother and state min-
ister Aroop Biswas, has been 
calling the shots in the Benga-
li film and television industry 
since the Trinamool came to 

power 14 summers ago.
“There is no way that the 

producers can turn down 
Swarup’s wish,” said an EIMPA 
official who did not want to be 
named.

During EIMPA’s AGM last 
year, Swarup “proposed” a se-
curity deposit of Rs 5 lakh for 
every producer before a shoot 
commenced to prevent any 
default on payment of techni-
cians. Despite objections from 
a section of the producers, 
EIMPA officials agreed to the 
proposal.

An average Bengali non-action 
film costs around Rs 1.5 crore. 
Add action and music to the mix 
and the budget gets to be around 
Rs 2 crore. This cost is minus the 
two stars, Dev and Jeet.

“A hike of 30 per cent is not 
going to make much of a differ-
ence to a big producer. A big 
production house like SVF will 
not be affected,” said Krish-
na Daga, a former EIMPA top 
boss.

Daga, who is busy with his 
next film to be shot in Chennai 
and Jharkhand, said techni-
cians in Kolkata are paid far 
below the industry norms else-
where.

“In Chennai everything is 
double. What makes the differ-
ence is discipline. Here we will 
have to keep calling the tech-
nicians whether they are re-
porting or not. In Chennai the 
technicians report on time,” 

said Daga.
“The biggest problem that 

we face in Kolkata is we have 
to hire even those technicians 
whom we do not need.”

The alleged demand for sev-
en to eight per cent of the wag-
es, an industry insider said, 
mirrored the prototype of the 
real estate industry in the film 
sector.

The federation has its hand 
in the hiring of every techni-
cian, make-up artists and spot-
boys. Irrespective of a film’s 
budget a producer has to hire 
a crew of 120 or face the fed-
eration’s wrath. Directors who 
have protested against the 
federation’s diktats at times 
have been blacklisted and their 
shootings stalled indefinitely.

Given the situation that the 
directors are faced with, the 
technicians and other crew 
members mostly living on daily 
wages cannot afford to fall foul 
of the federation bosses.

“The technicians are stake-
holders in the industry like 
us,” said producer Firdausul 
Hasan, who is awaiting his next 
release, Joto Kando Kolkatatei, 
written and directed by Anik 
Datta.

“The industry is not going 
through a good patch right 
now. In a one-crore film, the 
budget for technicians is not 
more than 15-20 per cent right 
now. But this needs to be dis-
cussed,” he added.

MI News Service,   
Kalyani:   The nationwide 
observance of Swasth Nari, 
Sashakth Parivar Abhiyaan 
commenced on Wednesday 
and will continue until Oc-
tober 2, 2025. To mark the 
occasion, Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi addressed 
the nation on his birthday 
earlier on Monday. 

At AIIMS Kalyani, a com-
memorative event was or-
ganized in the institute au-
ditorium with the gracious 
presence of Member of Par-
liament Shantanu Thakur, 
Minister, Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, as 
the Chief Guest.

Senior dignitaries from 
the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government 
of India, including Sanjay 
Mehrishi, Joint Secretary, 
National Health Authori-
ty, and Dr. Pankaj Kumar 
Arora, Director, National 
Health Authority, graced 
the ceremony. Following the 
Prime Minister’s address, 

Dr. (Prof.) Ramji Singh, Ex-
ecutive Director of AIIMS 
Kalyani, welcomed the gath-
ering with his remarks. This 
was followed by an inspiring 
address from MP Shantanu 
Thakur.

However, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi urged peo-
ple to adopt the “swadeshi 

mantra” by buying only In-
dian-made products during 
the upcoming festive sea-
son. Addressing a rally in 
Dhar district, he said, “The 
path to a Viksit Bharat goes 
through an Atmanirbhar 
Bharat. When we buy Indi-
an goods, the money stays 
in the country and supports 

development projects.”
Modi also rolled out two 

flagship campaigns, ‘Swasth 
Nari Shaktishali Parivar’ and 
‘Rashtriya Poshan Maah’ be-
sides laying the foundation 
stone of the Pradhan Mantri 
Mega Integrated Textile Re-
gion and Apparel Park (PM 
MITRA) at Dhar.

Bengal
Mobile phone 

trader robbed of 
₹1.25 lakh two injured

School meeting turns 
ugly: tension erupts 

over teacher’s behavior

21-year-old drowns in 
Malda floodwaters 

Allegations 
Surface, Minister’s 

Son Named in 
Rape Case

Migrants trapped 
in Tamil Nadu, 

scheme in question

12 people injured in accident 
after Gangasar bound bus with 

pilgrims hits a parked truck

Student’s dismembered body 
recovered after 20 days

Chinese thread strikes again: 
Ex-Army jawan killed on way to airport

BOI-PUJO turns into a mass movement

BENGAL movie technicians to get pay hike 

AIIMS Kalyani observes Swasth Nari 
Sashakth Parivar Abhiyaan on Modi's birthday

State Power Minister Aroop Biswas performed Vishwakarma Puja along with officers and staff of the Power Department in attendance, at Bidyut Bhavan on Wednesday.

A man performing rituals for a rickshaw as a part of Vishwakarma Puja in Kolkata on Wednesday

Dumdum MP Professor Saugata Roy, Barrackpore Police Commissioner Murali Dhar, Uttar 
Dumdum Municipality Mayor Bidhan Biswas, and other dignitaries handed over a cheque of 
Rs1.10 lakh to Mamata Banerjee's puja committees during the Sharad Arghya ceremony,at 
Kamarhati Nazrul Mancha, on Wednesday.
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Joint Commissioner of Police (Headquarters) in Kolkata Police, Meeraj Khalid with other officers inspected the Durga Puja pandals to ensure that
all work is being done according to the rules, at Mudiali in Kolkata  on Wednesday.

President Murmu, Donald
Trump, others greet PM

Modi as he turns 75

US President Donald Trump begins  
historic second State visit of the UKGST reforms to inject Rs 2

lakh crore into economy,
says Nirmala Sitharaman

From PG 1
significant gesture as part of
the US' efforts to reset ties
with India amid strain over
tariff issues. “Just had a
wonderful phone call with
my friend, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. I wished
him a very Happy Birthday!
He is doing a tremendous
job. Narendra: Thank you
for your support on ending
the War between Russia and
Ukraine! President DJT,”
Trump posted on Truth So-
cial, signing off with his ini-
tials to underline the
personal tone of the mes-
sage. The newly elected Vice
President C P Radhakrish-
nan said “India is making a
mark on the global stage
and moving steadily towards
the goal of a developed na-
tion under PM Modi’s vision-
ary leadership”. Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla in his
greetings said  PM Modi’s
“unparalleled dedication
and commitment to the
country is an inspiration to
every Indian”. 

BJP leaders and mem-
bers of other parties also ex-
tended birthday wishes to
the Prime minister, who has
led his party to unprece-
dented geographical expan-
sion and electoral success
since 2014. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said  PM Modi
with his “visionary leader-
ship, dedication to the nation
and untiring hardwork has
given the country new en-

ergy and shown it a new di-
rection”. He has enhanced
India's capability and re-
spect globally, and his com-
mitment to people's and the
poor's welfare is exemplary,
Singh said. Home Minister
Amit Shah in his message
said Prime minister Modi
has been working tirelessly
for people's welfare for more
than five  decades, and he is
a living inspiration of the
'nation first' motto for every
citizen. In posts on X, Shah
described him as a symbol of
sacrifice and dedication, and
inspiration for crores of
countrymen.

The Home minister said
from the RSS to the party
and the government, PM
Modi's journey in life shows
the possibility of extensive
transformations when re-
solve is as unwavering as the
Himalayas and vision is as
vast as the ocean. "The en-
tire nation takes pride in  PM
Modi, who has brought
unimaginable changes to the
lives of crores of citizens and
connected them to the jour-
ney of building a developed
and self-reliant India," he
said. Shah said that “for the
past four decades, he has
had the opportunity to ob-
serve the PM in various roles
-- whether as an RSS
Pracharak, the BJP's organ-
isational General Secretary,
Chief minister of Gujarat, or
as the country's Prime min-
ister for the past 11 years”. 

From PG 1
shrine. Pilgrims are advised
to carry valid identification,
follow designated pathways
and cooperate with on-
ground staff, the officials
said, adding Radio Fre-
quency Identity Card (RFID)-
based tracking remains
mandatory for transparency
and traceability. The shrine
board expressed its gratitude
to all devotees for their pa-
tience and understanding
during the temporary sus-
pension.  “The resumption of
the Yatra marks a reaffirma-
tion of our collective faith
and resilience, and the board
remains committed to up-
holding the sanctity, safety
and dignity of this revered
pilgrimage,” an official said.
“We are extremely happy
that the yatra has resumed.
We reached the base camp
from Pune two days ago and
it was a difficult wait, but we
were sure that we are going
to have a ‘darshan’ before
returning to our hometown,”
said a woman pilgrim, part
of a group from Maharash-
tra. The pilgrims termed the
resumption of the yatra as a
very special day and said,
“visiting the shrine is a bless-
ing, and we thank the offi-
cials for making this possible
so quickly.” With the path
now declared safe, the pil-
grimage is expected to see a
large number of devotees in
the coming days, especially
during the upcoming Navra-
tri scheduled to start from
September 22 till October 1.

From PG 1
US food. Along with the royal pageantry and photo-oppor-
tunities, there will be efforts to influence the US President
over trade and international co-operation. State visits are a
form of soft power diplomacy, using the royal charm offen-
sive to build relations with important international partners
- with none more important than the US. As the visit got un-
derway, a major technology deal was announced with US
tech firms investing 31 billion Pound in the UK, including 22
billion Pound from Microsoft. This will see co-operation in
artificial intelligence, quantum computing and nuclear
power, in a tech deal which  Keir Starmer hopes will begin
"creating highly skilled jobs, putting more money in people's
pockets". Ahead of the visit, the owner of Google, Alphabet,
announced a USD 6.8 billion investment in the UK's artificial
intelligence research. And an agreement is to be signed be-
tween the US and UK on accelerating the development of
nuclear power. But ambitions to remove the current 25%
tariff on UK steel exports to the US seem to have been put
on hold - although this remains lower than the 50% tariff
facing many other countries.

Meanwhile many anti-Trump protestors have also
begun to gather in Windsor - and giant images of Donald
Trump and sex offender Jeffrey Epstein have been projected
on to the walls of Windsor Castle. Thames Valley Police later
said four people had been arrested following an "unautho-
rised projection at Windsor Castle", with a statement saying
they "take any unauthorised activity around Windsor Castle
extremely seriously". 

From PG 1
come into effect from Septem-
ber 22. The GST council has
reduced rate slabs from four (
5, 12, 18 and 28) to just two (5
and 18 per cent). On Septem-
ber 3, the GST Council,
chaired by Sitharaman, in its
56th meeting slashed rates on
several items ranging from
daily-use products like sham-
poo and hair oil to automo-
biles and televisions. The
council also simplified the
structure to three slabs — 5%,
18% and 40%. HT milk, paneer,
khakhra, pizza bread, roti and
parathas have been exempted
from GST altogether. Butter,
ghee, cheese, condensed milk,
jams, sauces, soups, pasta,
namkeens and confectionery
items will now be taxed at just
5%, down from 12-18%. Dry
fruits such as almonds,
cashews, pistachios, dates,

Vaishno Devi pilgrimage in
J-K resumes after 3-weeks

State Govt Announces Early Salary, Pension
and Grant Disbursement Ahead of Durga Puja

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a festive
gesture ahead of Durga Puja, the West
Bengal government has announced
good news for state employees, pen-
sioners, and beneficiaries of social
welfare schemes. Following the Cen-
tre’s decision, Nabanna has declared
that salaries, wages, and honorariums
will be disbursed before the Puja holi-
days, while pensions and welfare
grants will also reach beneficiaries on
time. According to an official notifica-
tion, state government employees will
receive their salaries, wages, and hon-
orariums on September 24 and 25.
Pensioners will get their dues from Oc-
tober 1. On the same day, funds under
key social schemes such as Lakshmir
Bhandar and Jai Bangla will also be
credited to the accounts of beneficiar-
ies. The announcement comes just a
day after the Central Government in-

formed that employees of central es-
tablishments in West Bengal would re-
ceive their September salaries in
advance, on September 26, instead of
the usual end-of-month schedule. The
Centre said the move was aimed at
easing financial pressure during the
extended festive break and ensuring
employees could celebrate without
constraints. Within 24 hours, the state
government followed suit, taking a
similar decision for its workforce and
welfare recipients. Senior officials
noted that this early disbursement is
intended to bring relief to families
ahead of the biggest festival of Bengal.
“Employees and pensioners will find it
easier to manage household expenses
and festive shopping. From new
clothes to daily needs, the advance
payment will help everyone prepare
for the celebrations smoothly,” an offi-

cial source said. The decision also cov-
ers welfare beneficiaries. Schemes like
Lakshmir Bhandar and Jai Bangla
provide crucial financial support to
lakhs of families across the state. Re-
ceiving the funds before the Puja will
allow them to participate in the festiv-
ities without financial hardship.

Nabanna insiders indicated that
the move was primarily aimed at en-
suring that no section of the popula-
tion faces monetary stress during the
festive season. By advancing salaries,
pensions, and grants, the government
hopes to spread the cheer of Durga
Puja more widely, allowing employees,
retirees, and welfare recipients alike
to join the celebrations with ease. With
this step, both the Centre and the State
have aligned their policies to put peo-
ple first, marking the festive season
with financial assurance and goodwill.

Abhishek Banerjee
greets PM Modi on
his birthday

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal ruling Tri-
namool Congress national
generalSecretary Abhishek
Banerjee on Wednesday
greeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on his 75th
birthday “ Greetings to
Hon’ble PM Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji on his birthday,”
a one liner message of the
Diamond Harbour MP said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Damodardas Modi turned
75, a milestone celebrated
with the launch of several
welfare programmes and
new schemes in Madhya
Pradesh. PM Modi inaugu-
rated the PM Mega Inte-
grated Textile Region and
Apparel (PM MITRA) Park in
Dhar, Madhya Pradesh. He
was welcomed with tradi-
tional handicrafts and cul-
tural gifts. He received
greetings from world lead-
ers, including the US and
Russia,as well as from Ti-
betan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama.

As prt of the celebra-
tions, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) launched a spe-
cial ‘Sewa Pakhwada’, fea-
turing blood donation camps
and other Welfare activities
across BJP-ruled states, in-
cluding Delhi.

Nabanna Orders Action Over
Neglected Sabuj Sathi Cycles

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Large numbers of bicycles
under the state government’s
flagship Sabuj Sathi project
are lying under the open sky,
many still undistributed. Left
exposed to rain, they risk
damage and decay. The situ-
ation has prompted urgent
intervention from Nabanna,
which has issued clear direc-
tives to all District Magis-
trates to immediately move
the cycles to safer storage fa-
cilities.

According to sources,
district administrations have
been asked not only to en-
sure secure storage but also
to submit reports on why
such negligence has oc-
curred. The Backward
Classes Welfare Department
secretary has been in-
structed to provide a detailed
explanation by the 20th of
this month. Officials said that
the cycles are primarily
meant to be stored at DM of-

fices or designated facilities,
but the recent visuals of bi-
cycles lying uncared for dur-
ing monsoon have sparked
administrative concern. The
Sabuj Sathi scheme,
launched nearly a decade
ago, was designed to support
students in rural and semi-
urban areas by providing
free bicycles. The initiative
ensures that travel to school
does not become a barrier
for education, particularly
for students in Classes IX and
XII of government and gov-
ernment-aided schools. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
herself has often highlighted
the scheme as one of the
state’s most successful wel-
fare models. In a social
media post at the end of Au-
gust, she noted that since its
inception in 2015-16, the
project has distributed over
1.38 crore bicycles across
ten phases, at an expendi-
ture of nearly ₹4,730 crore. 

Eight Trucks of Hilsa Arrive from
Bangladesh Ahead of Durga Puja
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Ahead of West Bengal
biggest festival Durga Puja,
about 37Metric tonne of
Hilsa, locally known ilish,
arrived in the state viaPe-
trapole border after the
Bangladesh government
has taken a policy Decision
to conditionally export
1,200 (one thousand two
hundred) mt of Hilsa to
India in 2025.

Fish merchant sources
in the Indian side of Bena-
pole have confirmed the ar-
rival of eight loads of trucks
from Petrapole on Tuesday,
the day Bangladesh’s in-
terim government notified
to export 1200 mt of hilsa to
India in 2025. The
Bangladesh government
has authorised 37 exporters
to export 1200Mt of hilsa to
India for Durga Puja, the
largest religious festival of
the Hindu community. A re-
port from Benapole said the
exporters have started
despatching Hilsa with the
first consignment of 37,460
kilograms through Bena-
pole Land port in wee hours
on Wednesday.

They said for now some
Bangladeshi firms made the
initial export after quality
inspections and clearance
from fisheries authorities.
Sajib Saha, fisheries quar-
antine officer at the Fish In-
spection and Quality Control
Centre in Benapole, said the
first consignment left the
port at around 1:30am on

Wednesday. The
Bangladesh Commerce Min-
istry in Dhaka has approved
the export of Hilsa to India
ahead of the upcoming
Durga Puja in favor of 37
fish merchants in that coun-
try. Dhaka has taken a pol-
icy decision to conditionally
export 1,200 (one Thousand
two hundred) metric tons of
Hilsa to India on the occa-
sion of Durga Puja in the
current year 2025,” the
Bangladesh Commerce Min-
istry said in a notification
late on Monday.

The minimum export
price of Hilsa per kg has
been set by the Government
at USD 12.50. Sources in
Kolkata said since the im-
port-export at Benapole-Pe-
trapole in North 24
Parganas was closed on
Wednesday owing to
Viswakarma Puja, the trad-
ing between the two coun-
tries will resume on this
section from Thursday hilsa
is expected to be in the retail
markets from Friday.
Dhaka’s latest stand is seen
as a move of good gesture of
friendship And a continua-
tion of the cultural tradition
for West Bengal. “ This de-
cision follows a policy to
conditionally allow these
festive exports, which began
in 2019, despite a general
ban on Hilsa exports in
place since 2012,” sources
added. The export began on
September 16 and would
continue upto October 5 . 

CCC 2025 in Kolkata Charts Fu-
ture Roadmap for Armed Forces

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh joined the top
military leadership in
Kolkata for the Combined
Commanders’ Conference
(CCC) 2025, held from Sep-
tember 15 to 17. The three-
day conference, the apex
forum of the Armed Forces,
set the stage for high-level
deliberations on future pre-
paredness, reforms and na-
tional security priorities.This
year’s theme, “Year of Re-
forms – Transforming for the
Future”, reflected a for-
ward-looking agenda to
equip the forces for emerg-
ing challenges. Both the
Prime Minister and the De-
fence Minister praised the
Armed Forces’ commitment
and stressed the need for
continuous reforms, innova-
tion, and technological self-
reliance through indigenous
defence manufacturing.The
conference opened with a

demonstration by the Joint
Operations Command Cen-
tre, followed by an Air De-
fence display showcasing
advanced surveillance, mis-
sile defence and counter-
drone capabilities. 
Chief of Defence Staff Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan presented
a review of reforms imple-
mented in the past two
years, highlighting progress
in jointness and capability
development.

Addressing the com-
manders, the Prime Minister
emphasised jointness, inno-
vation and Aatmanirbharta
as the pillars of operational
readiness. Defence Minister
Singh led a crucial session
assessing preparedness, ca-
pability development and
the impact of global and re-
gional shifts on India’s secu-
rity environment. He urged
agility, resilience and fore-
sight in defence planning.
Day Two focused on infor-
mation warfare. 

State Tightens Vigil
for Second Phase of
Banglar Bari Scheme
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment has laid down stricter
guidelines for the second
phase of the Banglar Bari
housing scheme, introduc-
ing a six-tier monitoring
system to ensure that only
genuine beneficiaries re-
ceive the benefits. Nabanna
has made it clear that
grievances regarding the
beneficiary list can be
raised not only at the dis-
trict and block levels but
also directly to the Chief
Minister. As per the new
framework, social audit
teams will be formed to in-
dependently verify names
on the beneficiary list.
These teams will select
names randomly and con-
duct field checks. In addi-
tion, a mobile application
will be used for cross-veri-
fication. Police station offi-
cers-in-charge (O-Cs and
ICs) and state-level moni-
toring committees will also
carry out random checks.

Mandatory quotas have
been set for officials: Block
Development Officers
(BDOs) and Joint BDOs
must verify 15 percent of
names, Sub-Divisional Offi-
cers (SDOs) five percent,
and district officials two
percent. Any complaint
raised must be resolved
within five working days.

To strengthen trans-
parency, complaint boxes
will also be placed at the of-
fices of District Magistrates,
BDOs, and SDOs, where cit-
izens can lodge objections.
Nabanna has already is-
sued detailed guidelines to
districts, making six-layer
verification mandatory be-
fore finalizing the list. The
state has set clear dead-
lines. By October 10, the re-
evaluation of beneficiary
lists must be completed. Be-
tween October 15 and No-
vember 3, field inspections
will be carried out to con-
firm eligibility. Draft benefi-
ciary lists for the second
phase must be displayed at
gram panchayat, block, and
district offices by November
3, remaining open to the
public until November 10
for objections. Grama Sab-
has will then review and
approve the names, with
the lists to be submitted to
BDO offices by November
17. The BDOs will finalize
names at their level by No-
vember 21, followed by dis-
trict-level scrutiny. 

Pandals Under Police Safety Watch Ahead of Durga Puja
MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata is al-
ready abuzz with the spirit of Durga Puja,
the city glowing in festive lights ahead of
Mahalaya. As pandals prepare to wel-
come visitors, police have stepped in to
ensure strict adherence to safety proto-
cols.A team led by Joint Commissioner of
Police (Headquarters) Meeraj Khalid re-
cently inspected several pandals across
the city, checking preparations and issu-
ing clear safety guidelines, with fire safety
as the top priority. Inspections continued
on Wednesday, while Police Commissioner
Manoj Verma may personally conduct

field visits on Friday.Lalbazar authorities
directed committees to carry out manda-
tory fireproof treatment, provide sloping
ramps at entry and exit points, keep path-
ways clear, and maintain pandal heights
as per norms. Police also emphasized
proper ventilation, crowd management,
and adequate lighting inside and outside
pandals to prevent hazards. So far, 2,700
Puja committees have registered with po-
lice, with 2,000 already cleared. Applica-
tions remain open until September 
24, and officials expect the number to 
rise further.
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Name Change
I, Puspa Devi Agarwal, wife of Sub-
odh Kumar Agarwal, residing at
Space Town Housing Complex,
Block-10, Flat-21, VIP Road,
Kolkata, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that Puspa Devi Agar-
wal and Pushpa Devi Agarwal is
the same and one identical person
via affidavit before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata dated 16th Septem-
ber 2025.

Name Change
I, Rashida Begum W/o Late Abdur
Rashid Molla Residing at Vill - Pari-
jat, P.o+P.s - Uluberia, District -
Howrah, Pin- 711315, West Bengal
India that my deceased Husband
who previously known as Abdul
Rasid Molla (Old Name) shall hence-
forth be known as Abdur Rashid
Molla (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary public Kolkata vide
affidavit  dated 17/09/2025. I de-
clare that my deceased Husband
Abdul Rasid Molla (Old Name) and
Abdur Rashid Molla (New Name) is
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rafi Ahamed Molla S/o Late
Abdur Rashid Molla Residing at Vill
- Parijat, P.o+P.s - Uluberia, District
- Howrah, Pin- 711315, West Ben-
gal India that my deceased father
who previously known as Abdul
Rashid (Old Name) shall henceforth
be known as Abdur Rashid Molla
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary public Kolkata vide affidavit
dated 17/09/2025. I declare that my
deceased father Abdul Rashid (Old
Name) and Abdur Rashid Molla
(New Name) is same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Rafi Amed Molla (Old Name) S/o
Late Abdur Rashid Molla Residing
at  Vill - Parijat, P.o+P.s - Uluberia,
District - Howrah, Pin - 711315,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Rafi Ahamed Molla (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 17-09-2025. Rafi Amed Molla
(Old Name) and Rafi Ahamed Molla
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Santi Biswas (Old Name) W/o Late
Shiba Pada Biswas Residing at  Vill
- Manicnagar, P.o - Maniktala, P.s -
Ashoknagar, District - North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 743263, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as San-
tilata Biswas (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 17-09-
2025. Santi Biswas  (Old Name) and
Santilata Biswas (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Sirajul Haque Sk (Old Name)
S/o Atiyar Rahaman Sekh Residing
at Vill - Mollarchak, P.o - Khankar
Bazar, P.s - Magrahat, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743355,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Sirajul Sekh (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 17-09-
2025. Md Sirajul Haque Sk  (Old
Name) and Sirajul Sekh (New
Name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Md Abdul Hasem Laskar (Old
Name) S/o Kuisi Laskar Residing at
Vill - Danga, P.o - Bonhooghly, P.s -
Narendrapur, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 700103, West Ben-
gal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as
Abul Hasem Laskar (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 17-09-
2025. Md Abdul Hasem Laskar  (Old
Name) and Abul Hasem Laskar
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rukshana Khatun (Old Name) W/o
Imrajul Haque Laskar Residing at
Vill - Danga, P.o - Bonhooghly, P.s -
Narendrapur, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 700103, West Ben-
gal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as
Ruksana Laskar (New Name) as de-
clared before the Ld. Judicial Mag-
istrate (1st Class) at Baruipur vide
affidavit no 7825 Dated 16-09-2025.
Rukshana Khatun  (Old Name) and
Ruksana Laskar (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nazma Parvin (Old Name) W/o
Anowar Raza Khan Residing at
Aguri Band Punisol District-
Bankura, Pin - 722101, West Bengal
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Nazma Pervin (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 30/2025
Dated 17-09-2025. Nazma Parvin
(Old Name) and Nazma Pervin (New
Name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change
I, Anowar Raja Khan (Old Name) S/o
Amir Ali Khan Residing at Aguri
Band Punisol, District- Bankura, Pin
- 722101, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Anowar Raza
Khan (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 31/2025 Dated 17-09-
2025. Anowar Raja Khan (Old
Name) and Anowar Raza Khan
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Ambujaksha Mahanty (old name)
son of Nakul Chandra Mahanty, re-
siding at Maity Dubrajpur, Brah-
mandiha, Indpur, Bankura, Pin:
722173, West Bengal, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Ambujakshya Mahanty
(new name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata dated
16/09/2025. Ambujaksha Mahanty
and Ambujakshya Mahanty both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Santu Das(Old Name And Gender
Male),Son Of Swapan Das, Residing
Vivekananda Pally, Bandipur, Po -
Titagarh, Ps-Khardah, North24par-
ganas- 700119, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Gender
Shally Das(New Name And Gender
Female) Daughter Of Swapan Das
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Barrackpore On
16/10/2017. Santu Das, Son Of Swa-
pan Das And Shally Das Daughter
Of Swapan Das Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Kader Mohammed (Old Name) S/O
Late Kalu Gazi,Residing At Vill-
Shankchura,Po-Dakshin Bagundi,
Ps-Basirhat, Dist-24 Parganas
(North), Pin-743429, West Bengal,
India,Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Kedar Gazi (New Name) As De-
clared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata  Dated 15/09/2025. Kader
Mohammed (Old Name) And Kedar
Gazi (New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Yatindray Kumar Jain (Old
Name),Son Of Hukum Chand
Jain,Residing At 72, Green Park,
Block-A,Jessore Road,Ps-Lake Town,
North 24 Parganas-700055,West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Ya-
tendra Kumar Jain(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On
16/09/2025.Yatindray Kumar Jain
And Yatendra Kumar Jain Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, MD MAHFUZ HOSSAIN (old name)
son of SYED MD MONSUR HOSSAIN,
residing at BELPARA UTTAR, DAK-
S H I N D I H I , P S - J A N G I P A R A ,
HOOGHLY- 712706, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as SYED
MD MAHFUJ HOSSAIN (new name),
as declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. SYED MD MAHFUJ
HOSSAIN (new name) and MD MAH-
FUZ HOSSAIN (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Lawlesh Singh (old name) son of
Late Baban Singh, residing at L NO-
4B, 4TH FLOOR, LAKSHMI TOWER,
3 JUGIPARA ROAD, DUM DUM,
KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL, PIN-
700028, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Lawlesh Kumar Singh (new
name), as declared before the notary
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 16/09/2025. Lawlesh Kumar
Singh (new name) and Lawlesh
Singh (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Khadiza Bibi (old name) wife of Jul-
fikar Ali, residing at Vill- Khajra,
P.O.- Dakshin Chatra, P.S.- Baduria,
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743247,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Khadija Bibi (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. Khadija Bibi (new name)
and Khadiza Bibi (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashit Biswas (old name) son of Ajit
Biswas, residing at Pratapgarh, Bon-
gaon, Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743235, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Asit Biswas (new
name), as declared before the notary
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
No. 26, dated 16/09/2025. Asit
Biswas (new name) and Ashit Biswas
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) PANECHHA KHATUN
W/o- NAJBUL SEKH Residing at,   Vill-
Debipur,  Post- Kazipara, Ps -
Sagarpara, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742306, West Bengal. Do hearby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from PANECHHA KHATUN To
PANESA KHATUN   (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) PANESA KHATUN in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 16 Sept 2025,
PANESA KHATUN and PANECHHA
KHATUN  both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, PREETY GAJGHATE (Old Name)
W/O.- AMOL SHIVCHARAN
GAJGHATE , Residing at 13A , 13th
Floor, Block -5, Merlin,5th Avenue,
Mahisbathan, Kolkata Pin-
700102,West Bengal, INDIA,  have
changed my name to (shall hence-
forth be known as) PREETY AMOL
GAJGHATE (New Name) vide an af-
fidavit sworn before Notary public
at Kolkata on 17/09/2025. PREETY
AMOL GAJGHATE (New Name) and
PREETY GAJGHATE (Old Name)
both are same identical person.

Name Change
I, ROUSONARA LASKAR  (old
name) wife of ABDUL MAJID
LASKAR, residing at VILL+PO-
BHANGONKHALI, BASANTI,
SOUTH 24 PGS- 743329, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
ROSANARA BIBI (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. ROSANARA BIBI (new
name) and ROUSONARA LASKAR
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Pabitra Kumar Maity & Pabitra
Maity (old names) wife of Abdul
Majid Laskar, residing at VILL+PO-
BHANGONKHALI, BASANTI,
SOUTH 24 PGS- 743329, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Pabitra Maiti (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. Pabitra Maiti (new
name) and Pabitra Kumar Maity &
Pabitra Maity (old names) all are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ejah Hussain (old name) son of
Sekhawat Hussain, residing at
91/1, Ganga Ram Bairagi Lane,
Near Tikia Para Phari, Howrah-
711101, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ejaz Hussain
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 16/09/2025. Ejaz
Hussain (new name) and Ejah Hus-
sain (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Shaidul Islam (old name)
son of Sekh Chunnu, residing at
RUIYA PASCHIM PARA, TITA-
GARH,PS-KHARDAH,NORTH 24
PGS-700119, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SEKH
SAHID ULL ISLAM (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. SEKH SAHID ULL
ISLAM (new name) and Sekh
Shaidul Islam (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hanef Ali Mondal (old name) son
of Ilahibaks Mandal, residing at Pu-
ratan Helencha, P.O.- Helencha
Colony, Dist.- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743270, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Hanef
Mandal (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 16/09/2025.
Hanef Mandal (new name) and
Hanef Ali Mondal (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abdul Hakim Shaikh(Old Name),
Son Of Rahan Ali Sekh,Residing At
Vill - Makhaltala, P. O- Hotar, Ps - Ma-
grahat Diamond Harbour - 743610,
West Bengal,Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Abdul Hakim Sekh (New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 10/09/2025.
Abdul Hakim Shaikh And Abdul
Hakim Sekh Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person Person.

Name Change
I, Ajijul Gazi(Old Name),Son Of Kaji-
maddi Gazi,Residing At Vill - Ratan-
pur, Po - Mirpur Daulatpur,Ps -
Baruipur, South24parganas -
743610, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Azizul
Gazi(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public  At
Kolkata On 16/09/2025. Ajijul Gazi
And Azizul Gazi Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Munni Khatoon (old name) wife of
Imran Ansari, residing at
Bhasamjher Para Bhasa, P.O.- Bish-
nupur, Dist.- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743503, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Zainab
Ansari (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Ld. 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate at South 24 Parganas, vide an
affidavit No. 3316, dated 16/01/2016.
Zainab Ansari (new name) and
Munni Khatoon (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ayesa Khatun (old name) wife of
Nafar Ali, residing at Purba Para,
Pirgachha, Duttapukur, Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 700128, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Ayesa Bibi (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
17/09/2025. Ayesa Bibi (new name)
and Ayesa Khatun (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I Hilaluddin Sarkar son of Abu Say-
eed Sarkar resing at Vill: Madanpur,
PO: Maricha,PS: Murshidabad, West
Bengal Hilaluddin Sarkar and Md.
Hilal Uddin Sarkar is the same and
one identical person by an affidavit
in the Court of Ld S.D.E.M ( 1st class)
Magistrate at Berhampur on
12.09.2025.

Name Change
I, Durgesh Singh (old name) son of
Deo Bhushan Nandkishor Singh, re-
siding at Flat-3A, 3rd Floor, Krishna
Mansion, Tarulia 2nd Lane, Kesh-
topur, Kolkata- 700102, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Durgesh Deo Bhushan Singh (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 16/09/2025. Durgesh
Deo Bhushan Singh (new name) and
Durgesh Singh (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Abdul Ohid Ali (Old Name), Son Of
Moslem Ali,Residing At Chowmoha
Dakshinpara, Mudia, Mudiahat,
North24parganas - 700128,West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Abdul
Ohid (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 16/09/2025. Abdul Ohid
Ali And Abdul Ohid Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

MI News Service, Kolkata:To
strengthen voluntarism and
collective action for cleanli-
ness, the fortnight-long
“Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS)”
campaign has been ob-
served nationwide since
2017. This annual initiative
embodies a Whole-of-Soci-
ety and Whole-of-Govern-
ment approach, bringing
together citizens, institu-
tions, and leadership at all
levels. Indian Railways, with
its vast network, plays a piv-
otal role in this mission. Like
every year, the Ministry of
Railways is observing the
Swachhata Hi Seva cam-
paign from 17th September
to 2nd October 2025.

The ‘Swachhata Hi
Seva-2025’ campaign was
launched across Eastern
Railway today. Shri Milind
Deuskar, General Manager,
Eastern Railway, adminis-
tered the Swachhata Pledge
at Fairlie Place, Eastern
Railway Headquarters. Sen-
ior railway officials, staff
members, and representa-
tives from various associa-
tions and unions

participated in the pledge-
taking ceremony. Similar
events were also organized
across all divisions and
workshops of Eastern Rail-
way, led by the respective
Divisional Railway Man-
agers and Chief Workshop
Managers.

This year’s campaign,
starting on 17th September
under the theme 'Swachhot-
sav', will culminate with the
celebration of Swachh
Bharat Diwas on 2nd Octo-
ber 2025.

Throughout this fort-
night-long campaign, a se-
ries of activities will be
undertaken, including
Transformation of Cleanli-
ness Target Units (CTUs),
Cleaning of Public Spaces,
Safai Mitra Suraksha Shivir,
Clean Green Utsav (eco-
friendly and zero-waste cel-
ebrations), Swachh Sujal
Gaon, Waste to Art, Clean
Street, Food Hygiene and
more. Public awareness
drives and announcements
will also be conducted to
sensitize railway employees
and passengers.

PUJA SPECIAL TRAIN TO RUN  BE-

TWEEN SEALDAH & GANDHIDHAM
More than 9,000 berths  to be generated.

MI News Service, Kolkata: To clear the expected rush of pas-
sengers during ensuing Puja, Diwali & Chhath, Railway has
decided  to run  Puja  special train between Sealdah & Gand-
hidham. This special train will offer additional capacity and
flexibility to accommodate the extra rush of passengers dur-
ing the Puja festival period.  Additional 9,000 berths will be
generated by running this Puja festival special.

09437 Gandhidham – Sealdah Puja Special will leave
Gandhidham at 18:25 hrs. on every Wednesday between
17.09.2025 & 08.10.2025 (04 trips) to reach Sealdah at
16:30 hrs. on the 3rd day and 09438 Sealdah – Gandhid-
ham Puja special will leave Sealdah at 05:15 hrs. on every
Saturday between 20.09.2025 & 11.10.2025 (04 trips) to
reach Gandhidham at 02:00 hrs. on the 3rd day. The train
will stop at Barddhaman, Durgapur and Asansol stations
over Eastern Railway jurisdiction enroute in both direc-
tions . The train will have Sleeper class and air-conditioned
accommodations.Booking of 09438 Sealdah - Gandhidham
Puja Special is available through PRS & Internet.

Under the Swachhata Hi Seva campaign, Chairman and CEO,
Railway Board administered the Swachhata Pledge to Rail-
way employees in New Delhi.

ADDITIONAL STOPPAGE OF KAM-
RUP EXPRESS AT GORESWAR AND
GOSSAIGAON HAT STATIONS OVER
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
MI News Service, Kolkata: Railway has decided to provide
additional stoppage of 15961 Howrah – Dibrugarh Kamrup
Express & 15962 Dibrugarh – Howrah Kamrup Express
(both journey commencing on and from 19.09.2025) at
Goreswar station over Northeast Frontier Railway and  will
arrive Goreswar station at 13:55 hrs. & 08:58 hrs. respec-
tively and 15959 Howrah – Dibrugarh Kamrup Express &
15960 Dibrugarh – Howrah Kamrup Express (with imme-
diate effect) at Gossaigaon Hat station over Northeast
Frontier Railway and  will arrive Gossaigaon Hat station
at 09:24 hrs. & 13:36 hrs. respectively. All the trains will
stop for 02 minutes at above mentioned stations.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Railway has decided to pro-
vide additional stoppage of
15961 Howrah – Dibrugarh
Kamrup Express & 15962
Dibrugarh – Howrah Kam-
rup Express (both journey
commencing on and from
19.09.2025) at Goreswar
station over Northeast
Frontier Railway and  will
arrive Goreswar station at
13:55 hrs. & 08:58 hrs. re-

spectively and 15959
Howrah – Dibrugarh Kam-
rup Express & 15960 Dibru-
garh – Howrah Kamrup
Express (with immediate ef-
fect) at Gossaigaon Hat sta-
tion over Northeast Frontier
Railway and  will arrive
Gossaigaon Hat station  at
09:24 hrs. & 13:36 hrs. re-
spectively. All the trains will
stop for 02 minutes at above
mentioned stations.

ADDITIONAL STOPPAGE OF KAMRUP EXPRESS AT GORESWAR AND

GOSSAIGAON HAT STATIONS OVER NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

‘SWACHHATA HI SEVA-2025’ CAMPAIGN

OBSERVED IN EASTERN RAILWAYMI News Service, Kolkata: With Bengali’s
very own Durga Pujo knocking the door,
and people gearing up to take a dip into
the festive celebration with food and snap
shots, here is a good news for those folks
who want to make this occasion more than
colourful. 

OPPO India has launched the F31 5G
Series, the latest in its popular F line-up.
The new series offers three models—F31
Pro+, F31 Pro, and F31 each engineered
with stronger builds, long-lasting batteries,
improved heat management, and ad-
vanced connectivity.

This series features a 360° Armor Body
with a multi-layer airbag structure that
cushions internal components from im-
pact. The aerospace-grade AM04 alu-
minium alloy frame is 10% stronger than
its predecessor, and the AGC DT-Star D+
glass offers reinforced screen protection.
The devices are triple-certified IP66, IP68,
and IP69, making them resistant to dust,
immersion in water, and even high-pres-
sure water jets at temperatures up to 80°C.

The F31 also resists 18 everyday liq-

uids including tea, coffee, milk, and deter-
gent water, reflecting its design for Indian
environments.

Overheating remains a common com-
plaint; 41% of Indian users report it as a
major problem. The F31 5G Series tackles
this with advanced thermal design. The
Pro+ model uses a 5,219 mm² vapour
chamber, while the Pro and base models
use 4,363 mm² and 4,300 mm² chambers
respectively, each combined with expanded
graphite layers. This design maintains per-
formance even in peak Indian summers,
where temperatures can reach 43°C.

At the software level, OPPO’s Dual-En-
gine Smoothness System a combination of
the Trinity Engine and the Luminous Ren-
dering Engine keeps apps switching fluid.
These features support OPPO’s 72-Month
Fluency Certification, which guarantees
consistent performance for six years. In
application, this means a delivery partner
navigating with Google Maps, receiving a
WhatsApp call, and quickly switching to a
UPI payment app can do so without lag,
flicker, or app crashes.

Pujo fest brings along F31 5G Series

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The country’s coal production
dropped marginally by 0.6 per
cent to 381.75 million tonnes
(MT) during April-August

FY26. The domestic coal output
was 384.037 MT in the year-
ago period, according to provi-
sional data of the government.
Of the total output, Coal India
produced 280.15 MT, followed
by Singareni Collieries Com-
pany Ltd with 24.19 MT and
captives and others with 77.41
MT. Coal India accounts for
over 80 per cent of domestic
coal production. However, the
country’s domestic coal output
in August grew by 11.5 per cent
to 69.87 MT, from over 62.63
MT in the corresponding month
of the previous fiscal.

India’s coal output falls marginally

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The government has
notified a new framework
for the edible oil industry,
imposing stricter registra-
tion and reporting require-
ments on producers to
enhance transparency and
oversight, according to an
official release. 

The 2025 Vegetable Oil
Products, Production and
Availability (VOPPA) Regu-
lation Order, notified on
August 1 by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution,
amends the Vegetable Oil
Products Production and
Availability (Regulation)
Order, 2011, under Section
3 of the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955. 

Under the new frame-
work, producers will face
stricter registration and re-
porting requirements. They

must apply for registration
certificates through the Di-
rectorate of Sugar and Veg-
etable Oils in New Delhi,
providing details such as
factory location and pro-
duction capacity as out-
lined in Schedule-I. 

The amended order
mandates monthly reports
by the 15th of each month,
detailing oil usage, produc-
tion, sales and stocks to en-
sure better supply chain
tracking and maintain
availability of cooking oils
at fair prices. 

The amendment also
strengthens enforcement
mechanisms. The Director
is empowered to inspect
factories, demand informa-
tion and seize stocks if false
reporting is suspected.
Non-compliance with or-
ders is explicitly prohibited,
with producers required to

follow all directives.
These measures aim to

prevent hoarding or mis-
representation and protect
consumers from supply
disruptions. The amend-
ment introduces clearer
definitions for key terms
including “Producer,”
“Vegetable Oil,” and “Di-
rector (Directorate of
Sugar and Vegetable Oils),”
aligning them with the Es-
sential Commodities Act,
1955, and the Collection of
Statistics Act, 2008. It re-
moves outdated references
like “de-oiled meal or edi-
ble flour” and scraps
Schedule-III and Para-
graph 13 to simplify regu-
lations. The term “Clause”
has been replaced with
“paragraph” throughout,
while “Chief Director” has
been updated to “Director”
for consistency.

Govt issues new vegetable oil regulation order

MI News Service, Chennai:
The Madras High Court
has observed that the ED
is not a "drone" to attack
at will, and nor was it a
"super cop" to investigate
anything and everything
which comes to its notice.

A division bench of
Justice M S Ramesh and
Justice V Lakshmi-
narayanan made the ob-
servations while hearing
the plea by city-based
RKM Powergen Private
Ltd challenging the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) seizing Rs 901 crore
of its fixed deposits in con-
nection with a PMLA case.

The ED action came on
the basis of an FIR regis-
tered by the CBI in 2014
over the allocation of coal
blocks for a power plant in
Chhattisgarh earlier.

The agency filed a clo-
sure report in 2017 saying
it found no irregularities
in the allocation of coal
blocks.

The CBI court did not
agree with the closure re-
port and wanted further
probe in some aspects.

In 2023, CBI filed a
supplementary final 
report, which found that
there were sufficient 
incriminating materials
warranting prosecution
under sections of IPC 
and Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

Later, the ED con-
ducted searches in the
premises of directors and
holding companies associ-
ated with RKMP. On Janu-
ary 31,2025 a freezing
order was passed wherein
the fixed deposit to the
tune of Rs 901 crore was
frozen by the ED. The
company challenged the
said order and the court
set it aside.

The bench said that a
careful perusal of Section

66(2) of PMLA points out
that if during the course of
investigation, the ED
comes across violations of
other provisions of law,
then it cannot assume the
role of investigating those
offences also.

It is to inform the ap-
propriate agency, which is
empowered by law to in-
vestigate that offence. If
that agency, on the intima-
tion from the ED, com-
mences investigation and
registers a complaint, then
certainly the ED can inves-
tigate into those aspects
also, provided there are
"proceeds of crime".

"In case, the investi-
gating agency does not
find any case with respect
to the aspects pointed out
by the ED, then the ED
cannot suo motu proceed
with the investigation and
assume powers. The es-
sential ingredient for the
ED to seize jurisdiction is
the presence of a predi-
cate offence. It is like a
limpet mine attached to a
ship. If there is no ship,
the limpet cannot work.
The ship is the predicate
offence and "proceeds of
crime". The ED is not a loi-
tering munition or drone
to attack at will on any
criminal activity," the
bench said.

It further said that 
a perusal of the papers
show that no complaint
had been lodged with re-
spect to any of the afore-
said alleged criminal
activities. "The ED is not a
super cop to investigate
anything and everything
which comes to its notice."
There should be a "crimi-
nal activity" which attracts
the schedule to PMLA, and
on account of such crimi-
nal activity, there should
have been proceeds of
crime, it said.

ED not a drone to attack
at will on any criminal
activity: Madras HC

Name Change
Ramzan Seikh (old name) son of
Nurul Islam, residing at Badamtala
Azad Nagar, P.O.- Bidhangar, P.S.-
Rabindranagar, Pin- 700066, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Ramjan Ali (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
16/09/2025. Ramjan Ali (new name)
and Ramzan Seikh (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

GST cuts: Fes-
tive fervour

to lift car sales
MI News Service, New
Delhi: Automobile dealers
are gearing up for a strong
festive season following the
government’s decision to
cut GST on vehicles from
28 per cent to 18 per cent
and remove the compensa-
tion cess on SUVs and lux-
ury cars.

Several two-wheeler
and four-wheeler manufac-
turers have announced
GST-aligned price benefits,
effective September 22,
2025.

Mahindra has gone a
step further, offering the
benefits from September 6,
ahead of schedule, on its
internal combustion engine
(ICE) portfolio.

The move is expected to
boost demand, especially
for high-end models, and
provide a sales push during
the festive season.

Kia India said it is re-
ducing prices of its vehicles
by up to ₹4.48 lakh to pass
on the GST rate cut benefit
to customers. JSW MG
Motor India said it has re-
duced model prices in the
range of ₹54,000 to ₹3.04
lakh with effect from Sep-
tember 7. TVS Motor Com-
pany said it will pass on the
full benefit of the GST rate
reduction to customers.

Japanese luxury car
maker Lexus on Monday
announced the reduction in
prices of its entire product
range by up to ₹20.8 lakh,
while German luxury car
maker Audi announced a
price cut ranging from ₹2.6
lakh to over ₹7.8 lakh in its
vehicles in India across
models.

“For auto retail, Sep-
tember will be a two-phase
month: a muted first half
due to GST wait-and-
watch, followed by a sharp
surge as policy clarity, fes-
tive sentiment, and OEM
schemes that mirror up-
coming GST reductions
converge.
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MI News Service, Kolkata: In a 
spirited display of social respon-
sibility, Coal India Limited (CIL) 
successfully organised a Blood 
Donation Camp at its corporate 
headquarters as part of the na-
tionwide Raktadan Amrit Ma-
hotsav 2.0 initiative. The event, 
conducted in association with 
ABTYP, witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from employees and 
members of CILOWS, united by 
the cause of saving lives through 
voluntary blood donation.

Adding a special dimension 
to the programme, the occasion 
also highlighted CIL’s commit-
ment to ethical governance and 
transparency. Functional Direc-
tors — Dr. Vinay Ranjan (Direc-
tor, HR), Shri Mukesh Choud-
hary (Director, Marketing), Shri 
Asheesh Kumar (Director, Busi-
ness Development), and Shri 
Brajesh Kumar Tripathy (Chief 
Vigilance Officer) — joined em-
ployees in reaffirming the mes-

sage of “Vigilance: Our Shared 
Responsibility” .

Speaking at the event, senior 
officials lauded the overwhelm-
ing response of staff members 
who came forward to donate 
blood and support this noble 
endeavour. The initiative under-
scored Coal India’s unwavering 
dedication to the well-being of 
society and its emphasis on in-
tegrity in operations.

A heartfelt appreciation was 
extended to every donor and vol-
unteer whose contribution made 
the camp a success. The activity 
is part of Coal India’s year-long 
programmes celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee Year, marking 50 
years of the organisation’s ser-
vice to the nation.

Coal India continues to pair 
professional excellence with a 
deep sense of social responsi-
bility, ensuring its work leaves a 
lasting, positive mark on people 
and communities.

MI News Service, Kochi: Age 
is just a number for Leela Jose. 
At 71, Leela has set a record by 
becoming the oldest woman from 
Kerala to dive 13,000 feet from 
the sky. She now has her eyes set 
on space.

A resident of Konnathady 
in Idukki, Leela had always 
wanted to experience the thrill 
of skydiving. “How much fun it 
would be to do skydiving!” she 
had told a group of neighbour-
hood friends a few months ago 
as she spotted an aircraft fly-
ing across the sky. Her friends 
teased her about her age and 
dismissed her ambition as being 
unrealistic. But Leela, a home-
maker, knew she could realise 
her dream. She just didn’t know 
how.

The opportunity landed on 
her lap during her trip to Dubai 
last month to visit her son, P. 
Anish, who works as a civil en-
gineer in Karama.

Leela told Anish about the 
adventure that she wanted to 

undertake.
 “Initially, Anish thought I 

had gone senile. But when he 
realised that skydiving had al-
ways been my dream, he imme-
diately called up the team who 
conducts it. The funny thing is 
that the team thought it was 
Anish who was keen on skydiv-
ing. They were shocked to see a 
71-year-old woman turning up,” 
Leela told.

Anish spent close to ₹2 lakh 
on the flight charges, a guide 
who accompanied Leela, and 
the videographer who recorded 
the dive.

Leela said when she jumped 
from the aircraft along with the 
guide into freefall, she experi-
enced a concoction of emotions 
ranging from pure joy, excite-
ment and fear. At one point, she 
felt weightless and decided to let 
go of all thoughts.

“When the parachute was 
deployed at 6,000 feet, I knew 
I would make a safe landing,” 
she said.

On her return to Idukki, the 
first thing Leela did was show 
her friends videos and pictures 
of her accomplishment.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Met-
ro Railway Kolkata carried more 
than 9 lakhs passengers daily 
during the Durga Puja days last 
year. The current year the pas-
senger figure may likely cross 
11 to 12 lakhs daily during Puja 
days due to expansion of Metro 
Network in different Corridors. 
In order to facilitate travel of 
large number of tourists/visitors 
during ensuing Durga puja, Met-
ro Railway, Kolkata is extending 
the facility of unlimited journeys 
for Tourist Smart Card owners 
for 3 and 5 days at a cost of Rs 
250 and Rs 550 respectively. 
These cards are now available 
at all booking counters of Met-
ro stations.  In order to avoid 

rush at the booking counters, 
the commuters are request-
ed to use Tourist Smart Cards/ 
Smart Cards and book tickets 
through Aamar Kolkata Metro 
app to save time and money as 
Metro Railway is providing 5% 
rebate/discount on fare on value 
of Smart Cards and Mobile QR 
tickets.

Commuters are gradually 
switching over to Smart trav-
el in Metro Railway Kolkata by 
buying Smart Cards and book-
ing smart mobile QR tickets. In 
last 11 days total 24170 smart 
cards have been sold and more 
than 4.56 lakhs passengers have 
booked smart mobile QR tickets 
in this month.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
More than 8 lakh commuters have 
traveled in Metro on 16.09.2025. 
Large number of commuters pre-
ferred to use the Metro for com-
fortable and easy commuting. In 
the Blue Line around 5.65 lakh 
passengers were carried yester-
day. In the Green Line around 2.17 
lakh passengers have traveled. In 
Purple and Orange Lines more 
than 6700 passengers and 4400 
passengers have traveled. Around 
7000 passengers travelled in Yel-
low Line on 16.09.2025.

Throughout the day most of the 
train services were run as per the 
schedule in Blue Line. On Green 
Line, Yellow Line, Orange Line, 
Purple Line services were operat-
ed smoothly and as per schedule 
throughout the day.

To avoid long queues, commut-
ers are requested to use Digital 
mode of ticketing like Smart Cards 
and Mobile QR tickets which 
comes with 5% bonus/rebate if 
booked via app or at the time 
of recharge. They are also re-
quested to follow the instructions 
made through the Public Address 
System by on-duty staff. Metro 
Railway with the help of Eastern 
Railway has been campaigning 
to make Digital mode of ticket-
ing and Smart Card popular. As a 
result, in the last 11 days 24170 
Smart Cards have been sold.

We are proud of AAMAR 
Metro and equally proud of our 
commuters. We thank our com-
muters for their continuous 
co-operation in running Metro 
services smoothly.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi/Vancouver: The banned 
Khalistani outfit Sikhs for Justice 
(SFJ) has announced a 12-hour 
siege of the Indian Consulate in 
Vancouver.

"Indo-Canadians planning 
routine visits to the Vancouver In-
dian Consulate on 18 September 
are advised to refrain and choose 
another date. Pro-Khalistan 
Sikhs Shaheed Nijjar-will lay a 
historic 'SIEGE' of the Consulate 
to demand accountability for In-
dian state-directed espionage 
and intimidation on Canadian 
soil," the group said in a notice.

The outfit also released a post-
er featuring India’s high commis-
sioner-designate Dinesh K Pat-
naik with a target drawn on his 
face. The text below read: “New 
face of India's Hindutva terror in 
Canada.”

In the same notice, SFJ 
claimed that the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police had offered "wit-
ness protection" to Khalistani 

leader Inderjeet Gosal, who 
serves as one of its coordinators, 
reports said.

Gosal was arrested last year in 
connection with a violent attack 
at a Hindu temple in the Greater 
Toronto Area.

The fresh threat comes over 
a year after diplomatic rela-
tions between India and Cana-
da soured following Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
allegations of Indian involvement 
in the 2023 killing of Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar. India had dismissed 
the charges as "absurd" and 
retaliated by recalling six of its 
diplomats, including the high 
commissioner, while expelling six 
Canadian envoys.

In a bid to reset ties, both 
countries recently appointed new 
high commissioners. Dinesh K 
Patnaik, currently India’s ambas-
sador to Spain, will soon assume 
charge in Ottawa, while Christo-
pher Cooter has been named as 
Canada’s envoy to New Delhi.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Iconic tennis player, a true leg-
end in the Indian sporting frater-
nity, Kolkata boy  Leander Paes 
is all set to become the President 
of Bengal Tennis Association 
(BTA). 

On September 17, Wednesday 
at the prestigious DKS Club at 
Deshopriyo Park, South Kolkata,  
Leander Paes was felicitated for 
his enormous contribution to 
Indian tennis and his unimag-
inable achievement in the game 
he played for ages.  

Amid celebrities from dif-
ferent spheres of life like State 
Minister Aroop Biswas and MIC 
of KMC Debashish Kumar, Usha 
Utthup, Dr. Subodh Sarkar and 
countless dignitaries, he was 
felicitated at the DKS Club, Kol-

kata.
At the programmee itself the 

current President of the Bengal 
Tennis Association, H Chatterjee 
( popularly known as Sonada) 
handed over the batton to Lean-
der Paes and declared that the 
latter is going to take up the post 
of President of Bengal Tennis As-
sociation ( BTA). Leander subse-
quently and graciously  accepted 
the post.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar: A new Passenger 
Halt at Taraboi, located between 
Khurda Road and Khurda Town 
Railway Stations on the ongoing 
Khurda Road–Balangir Rail Line 
under Khurda Road Division of 
East Coast Railway has been in-
augurated today. The Passenger 
Halt was inaugurated by Hon’ble 
Member of Parliament Smt. 
Aparajita Sarangi (Lok Sabha).

Gracing the occasion, Smt 
Sarangi said that, she is delight-
ed to inaugurate the new Pas-
senger Halt at Taraboi on the 
Khurda Road–Balangir Rail Line 
today. This much-awaited facili-
ty will greatly benefit the people 
of Taraboi and the surrounding 
Gram Panchayats and will espe-
cially serve the students and fac-
ulty of IIT Bhubaneswar, NISER 
and other reputed educational in-
stitutions nearby. With four pairs 
of trains now halting here, the 
convenience of daily commuters 
will increase manifold. She also 
said that, this halt will not only 
provide better connectivity to ed-
ucational hubs, healthcare facili-
ties and nearby villages but will 
also promote tourism to historic 
places like Barunei Hills, Khurda 
Fort, and Barunei Temple. This is 
yet another step towards fulfill-
ing the vision of Indian Railways 

for inclusive growth, last-mile 
connectivity, and enhanced pas-
senger convenience for the peo-
ple of Odisha.

Welcoming the Hon’ble dig-
nitaries, public representatives, 
media and local citizens present 
on the occasion, Divisional Rail-
way Manager of Khurda Road 
Railway Division, Shri Alok Trip-
athi highlighted the importance 
of Taraboi Passenger Halt which 
will meet the long-standing de-
mand of the local people and 
emphasized the role of Indian 
Railways in bringing inclusive 
development and improved con-
nectivity to every corner of the 
region.

Approved by Railway Board 

in January 2024, the Taraboi 
Passenger Halt was completed in 
September 2025 at a cost of ₹80 
lakhs. It will serve more than five 
Gram Panchayats in the region. 
The halt has been provided with 
modern passenger amenities, 
including Drinking Water (Hand 
Pump), Waiting Hall, Platform 
Shelter with 06 Bays, Adequate 
Lighting, Rail Level Platform, 
Time Table Board & Fare Chart, 
Dustbins and Toilets.

Four pairs of trains, including 
68443/68444 Bhadrak-Daspalla-
Bhadrak MEMU, 68429/68430 
Bhubaneswar-Daspalla-Bhu-
baneswar MEMU, 18423/18424 
Bhubaneswar–Daspalla-Bhu-
baneswar Express, and 

68449/68450 Puri–Daspalla-Puri 
MEMU, will now provide stop-
page at Taraboi Passenger Halt 
from today onwards.

Towards Daspalla from 
Taraboi, 68443 Bhadrak Daspalla 
MEMU will arrive at 0918hrs and 
will leave at 0919hrs; 68429 
Bhubaneswar-Daspalla MEMU 
will arrive at 1019hrs and will 
leave at 1020hrs; 18423 Bhu-
baneswar-Daspalla Express will 
arrive at 1900hrs and will leave 
at 1902hrs and 68449 Puri-Das-
palla MEMU will arrive at Taraboi 
at 1925hrs and will leave to-
wards Daspalla at 1926hrs. Simi-
larly, Towards Khurda Road from 
Taraboi, 18424 Daspalla- Bhu-
baneswar Express will arrive at 
Taraboi at 0755hrs and will leave 
at 0756hrs; 68450 Daspalla- Puri 
MEMU will arrive at 0818hrs 
and will leave at 0820hrs; 68430 
Daspalla- Bhubaneswar MEMU 
will arrive at 1725hrs and will 
leave at 1726hrs and 68444 Das-
palla- Bhadrak MEMU will arrive 
at Taraboi at 1808hrs and will 
leave at 1809hrs towards Khurda 
Road.

The inauguration of this new 
halt station reflects the firm com-
mitment of Indian Railways to 
improving last-mile connectivity, 
providing ease of travel and fos-
tering regional development.

MI News Service, New Delhi: A 
Jaish-e-Mohammed “command-
er” is purported to have said in 
a social media video that Indian 
armed forces “tore into pieces” 
the family of terror group chief 
Maulana Masood Azhar during 
the Operation Sindoor strikes in 
Bahawalpur.

The JeM headquarters in Ba-
hawalpur was one of the targets 
during the operation, carried out 
by India as retribution for the 
April 22 terror attack in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pahalgam.

In the viral clip, a bearded 
man wearing a white kurta and 
a skull cap tells a crowd in Urdu: 
“In defending this country and 
its borders, we embraced mili-
tancy and fought in Delhi, Kabul 

and Kandhar. After sacrificing 
everything, on May 7, Indian 
forces struck in Bahawalpur, 
tearing apart the family of Mau-
lana Masood Azhar.”

The man speaks in a high-
pitched tone on a microphone 
with several gun-wielding body-
guards standing in the back-
ground.

Sources in the Indian security 
establishment said the person 
giving the speech could be one of 
the commanders of the JeM. 

Terror launchpads deep 
inside Pakistan and in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir had 
been targeted during Operation 
Sindoor on May 7. The assault 
is the strongest punch India has 
landed on mainland Pakistan 

since the 1971 war.
The assault lasted for nearly 

25 minutes and struck four loca-
tions within Pakistan’s territory 
and five targets in PoK — all 
linked to banned outfits includ-
ing the JeM, Lashkar-e-Toiba 
and the Hizbul Mujahideen.

Reports had claimed that 
those killed in the attack on the 
Jaish’s Jamia Masjid Subhan Al-
lah camp in Bahawalpur includ-
ed Azhar’s elder sister and her 
husband, a nephew and his wife, 
a niece, and five children from 
Azhar’s extended family.

Reports also claimed that sev-
eral top Pakistani military and 
civil officials attended the funer-
als of the designated terrorists 
killed during Operation Sindoor.

Azhar, a UN-proscribed ter-
rorist, is on India’s most-wanted 
list and has been the master-
mind of several terror attacks in 
the country. He was released by 
India in exchange for passengers 
of the hijacked Indian Airlines 
plane IC-814 in 1999.

The elusive Azhar, who has 
not been seen in public since 
April 2019, is believed to be hid-
ing in a “safe place” in Bahawal-
pur. The JeM has been involved 
in a series of terror attacks in In-
dia, including the one on Parlia-
ment in 2001, the strike on the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
in 2000, the attack on the IAF 
base in Pathankot in 2016 and 
the Pulwama suicide bombing 
in 2019.

MI News Service, New Delhi: 
The Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day sought the response of the 
Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) on a plea seeking 1 per 
cent reservation of seats for blind 
candidates in the combined med-
ical services examination in all 
recruitment cycles.

A bench of Chief Justice De-
vendra Kumar Upadhyaya and 
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela issued 
notice to the UPSC and Depart-
ment of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT), Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare and Depart-

ment of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities on a petition by 
organisation Mission Accessibility.

The court directed the author-
ities to file replies within four 
weeks and posted the matter for 
December 3.

Advocate Rahul Bajaj, appear-
ing for the petitioner, sought di-
rection to the UPSC and DoPT to 
reserve 1 per cent seats for the 
blind and low vision candidates 
in the Combined Medical Services 
Examination (CMSE) under the 
mandate of Section 34(1)(a) of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Act.

He said the petition has been 
filed after one of the members 
of the petitioner organisation sat 
for CMSE-2024 as a blind/low vi-
sion candidate.

Despite securing the mini-
mum qualifying marks for the 
Persons with Benchmark Dis-
abilities (PwBD) category, he was 
not called for the interview for 
want of reservation for this cat-
egory of disability.

The plea, filed through ad-
vocates Amritesh Mishra and 

Sarah, said Section 34 of the Act 
mandates that all government es-
tablishments should reserve not 
less than 4 per cent of the total 
number of vacancies for PwBD, 
of which a minimum of 1 per cent 
must be specifically reserved for 
persons with blindness and low 
vision.

The petition said the UPSC, 
which conducts CMSE for re-
cruitment to various posts under 
Central Health Services, Indian 
Railways, and other government 
establishments, has failed to 
comply with the said statutory 
obligation.

"In a country where there is a 
well-acknowledged shortage of 
medical professionals, there is no 
rational basis to exclude doctors 
with blindness or low vision—
especially those who have duly 
completed their MBBS degrees 
and compulsory internships—
from service opportunities," it 
added.

With appropriate accommoda-
tions, the plea said, such profes-
sionals are fully capable of per-
forming various essential duties 

associated with public healthcare 
roles.

The plea said UPSC has also 
released the examination notice 
for CMSE-2025, which suffers 
from the same flaw as the notifi-
cation for CMSE 2024.

Despite there being 705 va-
cancies, not a single one of them 
(let alone 1 per cent of them) 
were reserved for candidates 
with blindness/low vision, it ar-
gued.

Raising "reasonable appre-
hension", the petitioner said 
"grave injustice" which plagued 
CMSE-2024 and CMSE-2025 
would continue in the next cycle.

The plea, as a result, sought 
directions to the EPWD depart-
ment to identify the posts that 
can be occupied by the blind and 
low vision persons in the com-
bined medical services.

It also sought a direction to 
DoPT, DoEPWD and Union Minis-
try of Family Welfare to work out 
and provide reasonable accom-
modations required by persons 
with blindness and low vision in 
the combined medical services.

MI News Service, New Delhi: 
Southern states are reeling un-
der the weight of US tariffs, with 
Kerala’s traditional exports in 
crisis, Andhra Pradesh seeking 
urgent relief for its aqua sector, 
and Tamil Nadu warning that 
lakhs of jobs in textiles, leather, 
auto and machinery are at risk.
Kerala’s finance minister K.N.
Balagopal has warned that new 
penalty tariffs could slash reve-
nues, disrupt supply chains and 
throw thousands of workers...
many of them women, out of 
jobs.

Replying to a calling attention 
motion in the Assembly on Tues-
day, Balagopal said the impact is 
already rippling across marine 
products, spices, cashew, coir, 
tea and rubber, sectors that re-
main the backbone of Kerala’s 
economy.

“These tariffs are not just 
trade barriers. They are creating 
major economic shocks in Kera-
la,” Balagopal told legislators.

A preliminary estimate sug-
gests losses between Rs 2,500 
crore and Rs 4,500 crore annu-
ally, he said.

Marine exports are among the 
first casualties.

Kerala accounts for 12–13 per 
cent of India’s seafood exports, 
with shrimp as its biggest earner.

Washington has raised an-
ti-dumping duties on Indian 
shrimp from 1.4 per cent to 4.5 
per cent, added countervailing 
duties, and imposed an addition-

al penalty tariff of up to 25 per 
cent.

“The effective tariff burden 
now exceeds 33 per cent, making 
Indian shrimp significantly more 
expensive in the US market,” 
Balagopal said. “Orders are being 
cancelled, stocks are piling up in 
cold storages and the utilisation of 
processing plants has slumped be-
low 20 per cent,” he warned.

Women form the majority in 
shrimp processing units and jobs 
are now at risk.

The spice trade, which is syn-
onymous with Kerala for centu-
ries, is reeling too.

More than 80 per cent of India’s 
pepper exports originate from the 
state, along with cardamom, gin-
ger, spice oils and oleoresins.

Balagopal said the US imports 
spice products worth over $ 700 

million annually. “But duties that 
could rise in stages to 50 per cent 
threaten to wipe out Kerala’s 
competitiveness. Exporters report 
a six per cent fall in orders since 
the tariffs were announced, while 
rivals such as Vietnam and Indo-
nesia are eyeing a larger share of 
the market,” he said.

Tea, worth about Rs 700 crore 
in annual exports to the US and 
rubber are also vulnerable to the 
shock.

Kerala’s migrant population 
plays an indirect role in sustaining 
export industries, and trade dis-
ruptions could ripple into migra-
tion patterns.

“Income losses in traditional 
industrial and agricultural sectors 
may also weaken the state’s hu-
man development indicators,” the 
minister cautioned.

Coal India Organises Blood Donation 
Drive Under Raktadan Amrit Mahotsav 2.0

71-yr-old Kerala woman skydives from 13,000 ft

Metro Railway tourist smart cards 
for visitors for Durga Puja

More than 8 lakh passengers 
traveled in Metro on Tuesday

Khalistani group threatens 
‘historic siege’ of Indian Consulate 

LEANDER  PAES  to be  President of 
Bengal Tennis Association

US tariffs hit exports from South India

New Passenger Halt on Khurda Road–Balangir Line at Taraboi Inaugurated

INDIAN FORCES destroyed Masood Azhar’s family: JeM Commander

Delhi HC asks UPSC, centre regarding quota for blind candidates
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Current Indian Elec-
tronics Industry is worth 
of ₹11.5 Lakh Crore: 
Union Minister Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw

MI News Service, Ben-
galuru : Hon. Minister of
Railways, Information &
Broadcasting and Electron-
ics & Information Technol-
ogy, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw
inaugurated the new office
of ARM, a company that is
involved in semiconductor
design, in Bengaluru today.
The minister said that the
“most advanced chips used
in AI servers, drones, mo-
bile phones chips of 2 nm
will be designed here”.

Speaking after the inau-
guration, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the new
Bengaluru unit of ARM will
design chips including 2 nm
chips for various electronic
products, including mobile
phones. He called this a sig-

nificant milestone in India's
semiconductor journey.

The minister said, “Our
objective is to design and
manufacture semiconduc-
tors, along with the equip-
ment and materials
required for them.” This is
a very long visionary
process and Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
provided clear guidance on

this. With a vision for the
next 20 years in the semi-
conductor sector, our youth
and talented engineers will
get the best opportunities
in the world.”

The minister added
that the growth in electron-
ics manufacturing is dou-
bling the demand for
semiconductor chips. High-
lighting India's achieve-

ments in the semiconductor
sector, the minister stated
that electronics manufac-
turing has increased six-
fold in the last 11 years. It
is currently an industry
worth of ₹11.5 lakh crore.
Exports have increased
eight-fold.

Electronics are becom-
ing major export products
for India. This journey,
which began with the as-
sembly of mobile phones
and laptops, is now moving
towards the production of
their models, components,
and finished products. He
said that we are moving
forward in this journey in a
very systematic way. The
semiconductor sector is
growing into a trillion-dol-
lar industry and the need
for talent is equally impor-
tant. This is an opportune
time. For this, 278 institu-
tions and universities are

working and their students
are engaged in the design
and innovation of semicon-
ductor chips. Currently, 28
chips designed by students
from 25 institutions have
been taped out. We have
practically completed the
first version of India’s
Semiconductor Mission and
are now heading towards
the second version.

This will focus on the
production of equipment
and materials required for
semiconductor chips. Ear-
lier during the day, the
minister held a discussion
on the manufacturing of
high precision components
used in semiconductor
manufacturing equipment.
Carborundum Universal
Ltd (CUMI) showcased
some of the materials
which go into the making of
equipment for manufactur-
ing the semiconductors.

Most advanced chips used in AI servers, drones, mobile
phones chips of 2 nm will be designed here: Ashwini
Vaishnaw on launch of new office of ARM in Bengaluru

Eastern Railway Women’s Welfare Organization (ERWWO) celebrated the first anniversary
of its “Sewing Center” at Gholeshapur Railway Colony, Behala, Kolkata. The Sewing Center,
initiated by ERWWO, has been providing skill development opportunities to women, helping
them attain financial independence and contribute to their families’ well-being. On this oc-
casion, certificates and token gifts, along with small food packets were distributed to the
students who successfully completed the Basic Sewing Course (Level – I). A total of nine stu-
dents were awarded certificates by Smt. Seema Deuskar, President/ERWWO. Other executive
members of ERWWO were also present and extended their best wishes to the participants.
The teacher of the center and the supporting staff of IOW, Gholeshapur were also felicitated
for their dedicated contribution to the initiative.

MI News Service, Kolkata
:Eastern Railway has
launched the “Swasth Nari
Sashakt Parivar Abhiyan
(SNSPA)” across its Divi-
sions and Workshops to
strengthen women’s health,
crucial for family and social
well-being. The campaign
focuses on preventive
healthcare, nutrition,
lifestyle awareness, and
menstrual hygiene, ensur-
ing medical support and
health education for
women employees and ben-
eficiaries.

At Howrah, DRM Shri
Vishal Kapoor inaugurated
the campaign with a
women’s health check-up
camp offering blood tests,
PAP smears, and specialist
consultations. Similar pro-
grams will be held in other
health units.

At Sealdah, DRM Shri
Rajeev Saxena and Dr. De-
basish Guha inaugurated
the event at B.R. Singh Hos-
pital. Doctors addressed
women’s health topics in-
cluding cervical cancer, an-

tenatal care, and menstrual
hygiene, followed by
screening and vaccination.

At Asansol, DRM Ms.
Vinita Srivastava and CMS
Dr. Bina Mardi inaugurated
the camp, which featured a
nutrition session and health
check-up for women em-
ployees.

At Malda, the program
was chaired by Smt. Man-
isha Gupta,
President/ERWWO, with
lectures on maternal
health, lifestyle disorders,
and menstrual hygiene.

At Kanchrapara,

Liluah, and Jamalpur
Workshops, ERWWO mem-
bers and senior doctors in-
augurated health check-up
camps covering screenings
for hypertension, diabetes,
obesity, and awareness ses-
sions on hygiene and nutri-
tion.

The SNSPA campaign
across Eastern Railway
marks a meaningful step to
empower women through
health, nutrition, and hy-
giene awareness, highlight-
ing women’s vital role in
building stronger families
and society.

“SWASTH NARI, SASHAKT PARIVAR ABHIYAN” LAUNCHED
ACROSS EASTERN RAILWAY Campaign to Empower Women
through Health, Nutrition, and Hygiene Awareness

MI News Service, Kolkata :
South Eastern Railway
(SER) has launched the ob-
servance of Swachhata Hi
Sewa (SHS) 2025 Campaign
with administration of the
Swachhata Pledge at its
Headquarters, Garden
Reach on 17.09.2025. The
SHS Campaign will be ob-
served by SER from 17th
September to 2nd October,
2025.

Shri Anil Kumar
Mishra, General Manager,
South Eastern Railway, ad-
ministered the pledge to the
Officers and Staff of SER
Headquarters. In unison, all
officials resolved to remain
committed towards cleanli-
ness, to devote time for
maintaining hygiene, and to
keep India neat and clean.

The programme was
also attended by Additional
General Manager, Principal
Heads of Departments,
Senior Officers and Staff of
South Eastern Railway. The
pledge-taking marked the

beginning of a series of 
intensive cleanliness 
activities to be undertaken
across SER Headquarters
and its four Divisions. 
All Officers and Staff will
actively participate in these
drives.

During the Swachhata
Hi Sewa fortnight, a num-
bers  of events and aware-
ness programmes will be
organized including Safai
Mitra Suraksha Shivir,
Walkathon, Marathons, Cy-
clothons, SBM Sports

Leage, Plantation Drive, Re-
duce-Reuse-Recycle (RRR)
activities, Waste to Art, Eco
friendly and Zero waste cel-
ebration, Sale of recycled
products, awareness pro-
grammes, Webinar, Door to
Door awareness campaign,
Shram-daans, drawing
competition, Nukkad
Nataks etc.

The Swachhata Hi Sewa
2025 will be observed at
SER Headquarters as well
as at all four Divisions of
South Eastern Railway.

GENERAL MANAGER, SER ADMINISTERS
SWACHHATA PLEDGE TO SER OFFICIALS

Shri Anil Kumar Mishra, General Manager, South Eastern
Railway administering Swachhata Pledge to Officers and Staff
at SER Headquarters, Garden Reach, Kolkata on 17.09.2025. 

MI News Service, Delhi : Northern Railway Central Hospital
today announced its participation in the "Swastha Naari,
Sashakt Parivar" (Healthy Women, Empowered Family)
campaign, a nationwide initiative launched to promote the
health and well-being of women and their families. The
campaign, which focuses on comprehensive screenings and
health services, was inaugurated with the presence of key
dignitaries.

The launch event at Northern Railway Central Hospital
was attended by Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Rail-
ways; Shri Satish Kumar, Chairman and CEO of the Railway
Board; and Shri Ashok Kumar Verma, General Manager of
Northern Railway. Their presence underscored the commit-
ment of Indian Railways to the national health movement.

The "Swastha Naari, Sashakt Parivar" campaign, initi-
ated by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and the
Ministry of Women & Child Development, aims to provide
widespread health services at the community level. The pro-
gram is designed to conduct screenings for various health
issues, including anemia, hypertension, and diabetes, to en-
sure early detection and treatment.

“The health of our women is the foundation of a strong
family and a strong nation,” said Ms.Rushma Tandon CMD
Northern Railway Central Hospital. “By participating in this
vital campaign, we are committed to providing accessible
and high-quality healthcare services to railway employees,
their families, and the wider community. This initiative
aligns with our mission to contribute to a healthier and more
productive society.”

The Northern Railway Central Hospital will host various
health camps and awareness programs as part of the ini-
tiative, focusing on preventive care, nutritional counseling,
and early disease detection.

Northern Railway Central Hospital Participates in “Swastha
Naari, Sashakt Parivar” Nationwide Health Campaign

REVISED TIM-
INGS OF 05064

MAU–KOLKATA
PUJA SPECIAL

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Railway has decided  to re-
vise the timings of 05064
Mau – Kolkata Puja Special
as under:

05064 Mau – Kolkata
Puja special will leave Mau
at 13:30 hrs.  on every
Wednesday between
24.09.2025 & 12.11.2025
(08 trip) to reach Kolkata
at 08:50 hrs. on the next
day. The train will stop
with revised timings at Ja-
sidih (Arr./Dep.-01:26 hrs.
/01:28 hrs.), Madhupur
(Arr./Dep.-01:52 hrs. /01:54
hrs.), Chittaranjan
(Arr./Dep.-02:35 hrs. /02:37
hrs.), Asansol (Arr./Dep.-
03:35 hrs. /03:45 hrs.),
Durgapur (Arr./Dep.-04:15
hrs. /04:17 hrs.), Bard-
dhaman (Arr./Dep.-05:36
hrs. /05:38 hrs.), Bandel
(Arr./Dep.-06:28 hrs. /06:30
hrs.) and Naihati
(Arr./Dep.-07:28 hrs. /07:30
hrs.) stations over eastern
Railway jurisdictions.

MI News Service, Lahore:
Devastating floods in Pak-
istan have destroyed over 2.2
million acres of farmland in
Pakistan's Punjab, with rice
crop being hit the hardest,
Samaa news reported on
Wednesday.

The floods have hit Pak-
istan's agricultural economy
hard, as over 2.2 million
acres of farmland in Punjab
have been submerged.

Rice crop losses have
been estimated at over 1 mil-
lion acres of standing pro-
duction. Citing the provincial
authorities, Samaa reported
that the floods have caused
extensive damage to rice,
sugarcane, corn, and cotton
across Punjab. Standing sug-
arcane crops spread over 2.5
million acres were damaged,
while corn and cotton fields
also faced destruction. In

Sindh, despite the impact
being limited, up to three per
cent of the onion crop has
been damaged, with the
Kachha areas being affected.

To identify the recovery
needs and assess the scale of
damage, the federal govern-
ment has decided to involve

international organisations,
including UN agencies.

Samaa reported that
Planning Minister Ahsan
Iqbal chaired a high-level
meeting with the finance
minister and NDMA offi-
cials, and said an initial as-
sessment of losses will be

completed within ten days.
He emphasised that final
figures would only be possi-
ble once floodwaters fully
receded.

According to The Ex-
press Tribune, the floods,
which have been ongoing
since late August, have dis-

placed over two million peo-
ple in Punjab, submerged
2,000 villages, and washed
away vast tracts of farm-
land. Thousands of acres of
crops, including rice, cotton,
and sugarcane, have been
destroyed, further exacer-
bating food insecurity in the
region. The provincial gov-
ernment claims to have res-
cued nearly 1.9 million
people, set up more than
1,000 relief camps, and de-
ployed mobile health units.
But reports from the field in-
dicate that many villages re-
main cut off, with relief
measures reaching them
only sporadically.

Health records show
more than 15,400 cases of
dengue, diarrhoea, malaria,
and skin diseases were de-
tected across Punjab in the
past month.

Floods ravage Pakistan’s breadbasket, over 2.2-million-acre farmland hit

“India’s success also contributes to
global development, “ says Dalai

Lama in his birthday note to PM Modi
MI News Service, Dharam-
sala: Tibetan spiritual
leader Dalai Lama on
Wednesday extended
warm greetings on the
75th birthday of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
wishing him good health
and appreciating India’s
development in recent
years.

“As India’s longest
staying guest, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the far-
reaching development and
prosperity that have taken
place over the years. I con-
gratulate you on the grow-
ing confidence and
strength that has occurred
in recent times. India’s
success also contributes to
global development,” the
Dalai Lama wrote.

The Tibetan spiritual
leader described himself
as a “proud messenger of

India,” highlighting the
country’s democratic val-
ues and religious plural-
ism.

“I regularly express my
admiration for India, the
world’s most populous and
largest democracy, for its
remarkable and deeply
rooted religious pluralism.
India presents an example
of harmony and stability to
the world," he said.

He also expressed grat-
itude for India’s support to
Tibetans. “For us Tibetans,
India has not only been the
source of our spiritual her-
itage, but for more than
sixty-six years, has also
been our physical home. I
would like to once again
extend our deep gratitude
to the Government and
people of India for their
warm and generous hospi-
tality.”

MI News Service, Moscow: Ukrainian President
VolodymyrZelensky’s government was involved in the
assassination attempt on US President Donald Trump
and in the killing of right-wing American activist Charlie
Kirk, Ukrainian MP ArtemDmitruk claimed in an opin-
ion piece for TASS.

“Zelensky has a hand in the attempt on Trump’s life
and in the assassination of Charlie Kirk, both ideologi-
cally and practically,” Dmitruk wrote in the Russian
state media outlet. “Kyiv’s authorities are capable of
killing anyone, from an ordinary citizen in Ukraine to
the president of the United States.”

Trump has survived two assassination attempts in
less than a year. In July last year, a sniper’s bullet
grazed his ear during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.
More recently, a gunman described as a supporter of
Ukraine opened fire near Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida, TASS reported.

Kirk, 31, a conservative activist and close ally of
Trump, was shot dead on September 10 while address-
ing students at a university in Orem, Utah. Known for
opposing US military aid to Ukraine, he was seen as an
important figure in mobilising pro-Trump voters during
the last presidential election, TASS reported.

Dmitruk said Kyiv’s silence after Kirk’s killing
showed tacit approval. “They do not condemn such
murders. Sometimes, they even rejoice in them, as was
the case with Charlie Kirk,” he wrote, as per TASS.

The suspect, 22-year-old Tyler Robinson, was ar-
rested on September 11 after his father told police his
son had confessed. Trump later said Robinson should
face the death penalty.

Utah County Attorney Jeff Gray has charged Robin-
son with aggravated murder, obstruction of justice, wit-
ness tampering, and other offences. Robinson is being
held without bail at Utah County Jail. Gray confirmed
he will seek the death penalty, as per CBS News. 

Ukrainian MP alleges Zelenskyy’s
role in Charlie Kirk Assassination

MI News Service, Delhi: Senior
diplomat Gourangalal Das has
been appointed as the next Ambas-
sador of India to the Republic 
of Korea, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) announced on
Wednesday.

Das, a 1999-batch officer of 
the Indian Foreign Service, is cur-
rently serving as Joint Secretary in
the ministry. “He is expected to
take up his new assignment in
Seoul shortly,” the MEA said in a
statement.

The Indian Embassy In South
Korea also announced on X.

“Gourangalal Das appointed as
the next Ambassador of India to
the Republic of Korea”, said the
Embassy.

At present, Amit Kumar is serv-
ing as India’s Ambassador to South
Korea.

Earlier this month, South Ko-
rean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun
visited New Delhi and held bilateral
talks with External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar. During his visit, Cho
recalled his tenure in Delhi as Am-
bassador from 2015 to 2017, not-
ing that India had undergone a
significant transformation under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership.

“I feel great to be back in Delhi.

Ten years ago, I landed in the 
city and was humbled by the depth
of India’s culture and the warmth
of its people. I was very proud 
to serve as the Korean Ambassador
to India, during which time I 
witnessed the significant changes
made under Prime Minister Modi’s
leadership. Now I see even more
good changes in the past ten years.
So I am very glad to be back 
here and meet my friends,” Cho
told ANI.

He also recalled his earlier
meetings with Jaishankar, who
served as India’s Foreign Secretary
from 2015 to 2018, saying the two
discussed ways to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation and address re-
gional and global challenges.

India and the Republic of Korea
established diplomatic relations on
December 10, 1973, while consular
ties were set up in 1962. The rela-
tionship was elevated to a “Strate-
gic Partnership” in 2010, and
further upgraded to a “Special
Strategic Partnership” during
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Seoul
in 2015.

In 2023, both nations commem-
orated 50 years of diplomatic rela-
tions with a series of events
marking the milestone, according
to the MEA. 

Gourangalal Das appointed India’s next ambassador to South Korea

MI News Service, Taipei: Tai-
wan’s Ministry of National
Defence (MND) on Wednes-
day reported heightened Chi-
nese military activity around
its territory, with 31 PLA air-
craft and 14 PLAN vessels
detected up until 6 am.

In a post on X, the MND
said that 26 out of the 31 sor-
ties crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan’s north-
ern, southwestern and east-
ern Air Defence
Identification Zone (ADIZ).
“We have monitored the sit-
uation and responded,” it
added.

The latest movements
come a day after Taiwan
recorded the presence of 24
Chinese aircraft, 11 PLAN
vessels and six official ships
around the island. At that
time, 15 out of the 24 sorties
had crossed the median line
into Taiwan’s ADIZ.

24 PLA aircraft, 11 PLAN
vessels and 6 official ships
operating around Taiwan

were detected up until 6 a.m.
(UTC+8) today. 15 out of 24
sorties crossed the median
line and entered Taiwan’s
northern, southwestern and
eastern ADIZ. We have mon-
itored the situation and re-
sponded,” the MND on X.

On Monday, the ministry
also reported 26 PLA air-
craft, nine PLAN vessels and
one official ship operating
near Taiwan by 6 am. Of
these, 23 sorties had crossed
the median line into Taiwan’s
northern, southwestern and
eastern ADIZ.

The frequent incursions
and maritime operations re-
flect rising tensions between
Taiwan and China, a rela-
tionship long fraught with
geopolitical strain. Taiwan,
officially known as the re-
public of China (ROC), gov-
erns itself independently
with its own distinct political
and economic systems.

However, China continues
to claim Taiwan as part of its

territory under the “One
China” principle, insisting
there is only one China with
its capital in Beijing. The dis-
pute’s roots trace back to the
end of the Chinese Civil War
in 1949, when the ROC gov-
ernment fled to Taiwan after
the Communist Party, led by
Mao Zedong, took control of
mainland China.

Since then, Beijing has
maintained its goal of reuni-
fication, using military,
diplomatic, and economic
means to apply pressure on
Taiwan and diminish its in-
ternational space. Despite
these efforts, Taiwan main-
tains its de facto independ-
ence, backed by strong
public support, and contin-
ues to assert its sovereignty
amid ongoing external pres-
sures.

The MND regularly moni-
tors and publicly reports
such military movements to
ensure transparency and na-
tional security awareness.

Chinese military activity near Taiwan as Taipei
detects 31 aircraft, 14 vessels near its territory


