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Trinamool Congress (TMC) All India General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee on Wednesday dismissed allegations that several MPs of his party had cross-voted in the recently
held Vice Presidential election, where India Alliance candidate Justice (retd.) Sudarshan Reddy was defeated. Reports had suggested that at least 15 MPs from the opposition
India Alliance had voted in favour of the NDA candidate, raising speculation of cross-voting within TMC.  However, Banerjee rejected such claims outright. Speaking to
reporters, he clarified, “All 41 MPs of our party voted for the opposition alliance candidate, former Justice Sudarshan Reddy. 

Abhishek Banerjee Denies Cross-Voting Allegations in Vice Presidential Election

Normalcy gradually returning 
to Nepal as army takes control 
MI News Service, Kathmandu :
Members of the Nepalese Army
fanned out across Kathmandu and
other cities from early Wednesday
morning, enforcing restrictive or-
ders and restoring calm, two days
after violent anti-government
protests swept across the Hi-
malayan state, triggering the resig-
nation of Prime Minister. K P
Sharma Oli and his entire cabinet
yesterday. The Nepalese Army,
which assumed command of nation-
wide security operations at 10 pm
on Tuesday, imposed restrictions in
several areas across the country, in-
cluding Kathmandu, Lalitpur, and
Bhaktapur cities, to contain the un-
rest that continued even hours after
Oli stepped down. In a statement,
the army expressed concern over
the actions of certain groups, which
are "taking undue advantage of the
difficult situation" and causing “se-
vere damage to ordinary citizens
and public property.”

Authorities ordered residents to
stay indoors unless “absolutely nec-
essary”. As a result almost all streets
became largely deserted since this
morning with the gun totting secu-
rity personnel patrolling every-
where. Fire trucks are also seen
attempting to douse blazes at gov-
ernment and private buildings
which were set on fire by angry
mobs and protesters on Tuesday.
The unprecedented violence and
unrest erupted in Kathmandu and
elsewhere in Nepal after hundreds
of agitators entered Oli’s office de-
manding his immediate resignation
over the deaths of at least 23 people
in police action during protests by
Gen-Z youth against corruption and
a government ban on social media,
which was, however, lifted on Mon-
day night.

Protesters had also torched the

Parliament building, the President’s
office, the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, government buildings, and
offices of almost all political leaders.
This rapid descent into chaos
shocked many, and Nepal's military
warned against "activities that could
lead the country of over 30 million
people  into a total chaos and insta-
bility for the benefit of others”.

Soldiers issued orders via loud-
speakers on the streets, as tanks
rumbled past the carcasses of sev-
eral burnt vehicles, tyres and other
properties. As a result on Wednes-
day morning the army issued warn-
ings saying that all forms of
"vandalism, looting, arson, or at-
tacks on individuals and property in
the name of protest will be treated
as punishable crimes". Kath-
mandu's Tribhuban Narayan Inter-
national airport which remained
closed for the past two days to pre-
vent violence in the airport area,
however, is expected to resume its

operations on Wednesday evening,
Airport Manager Hansa Raj Pandey
informed Nepali and  global media.

Meanwhile, ahead of an ex-
pected meeting between President
Ram Chandra Poudel, and repre-
sentatives of  Gen-Z protesters, its
leader Subhash Shah said the vio-
lence might soon subside, but their
demand for reforms will remain un-
less they are met. “The PM of our
country, KP Sharma Oli, ran away.
We demand a good leader. We want
new rules and regulations in the
country, so youth can have more op-
portunities,” he said. Nepal's Presi-
dent Ramchandra Paudel on
Tuesday appealed to all parties, in-
cluding the agitating Gen Z, to exer-
cise restraint and come forward for
dialogue to resolve the crisis after
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli re-
signed amid massive anti-govern-
ment protests and fled to an
undisclosed destination.

The protests, which began on

September 8 in Kathmandu and
other cities, including Pokhara, But-
wal, and Birgunj, were triggered by
the government’s social media ban
and long-standing grievances over
corruption, institutional favouritism,
and lack of accountability. Nearly
5,000 young Nepalese leave the
country on daily basis seeking jobs
abroad, a crisis that has amplified
the unrest. President Poudel has
urged all sides to remain calm and
resolve the situation through dia-
logue, emphasising that citizens’ de-
mands can be addressed peacefully
in a democracy.

In addition Nepali Army chief,
General Ashok Raj Sigdel, has also
appealed  through a video message
on Tuesday night, “for talks for a
peaceful solution to the present cri-
sis”. "To provide the nation with a
peaceful resolution, we urge all
groups involved in the protest to call
it off and engage in dialogue", he
said. The International Crisis Group
called it a "major inflection point in
the country's uneasy experience
with democratic rule". United Na-
tions Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has also  urged "restraint
to avoid  further escalation of vio-
lence", his spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said in a statement.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has called for "sta-
bility and peace” and said “prosper-
ity of Nepal are of utmost
importance to us". What happens
next is unclear."The protesters,
leaders who are trusted by them
and the army should come together
to pave the way for a caretaker gov-
ernment," said another leader. Cri-
sis Group analyst Ashish Pradhan
echoed that, saying a "transitional
arrangement will now need to be 
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People move past a security check post in the wake of violent protests that
erupted in Kathmandu, near the India-Nepal border, in Raxaul, Bihar. 

Bengal tourists stranded in Nepal to be
brought back in 2 days, says Mamata

CM Mamata Banerjee adressing media at Siliguri on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Jalpaig-
uri : West Bengal  Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Wednesday said ef-
forts are underway to
bring back tourists from
Bengal, who have been
stranded in violence-hit
Nepal, within the next
couple of days.

She also urged them
not to panic and said her
administration is moni-
toring the situation. "I will
appeal to the tourists
stranded in Nepal not to
panic. We will bring them
back in a couple of days,"
Mamata  Banerjee said
while speaking at a public
distribution programme
in Jalpaiguri this after-
noon. . Earlier, Mamata
Banerjee urged the peo-
ple in Noth Bengal dis-
tricts bordering Nepal to
maintain peace in the
wake of violent anti-gov-
ernment protests in the
neighbouring country.
“We love Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. We love
all the bordering coun-
tries. I also urge residents
of Siliguri, Kalimpong,

and other areas near the
Nepal border to maintain
peace and avoid activities
that could create any
trouble because it is not
our problem,” the Chief
minister stated. On Tues-

day, protests in Nepal by
Gen-Z following the  ban
of 26 social media plat-
forms, snowballed into
massive public outrage,
defying curbs on public
gatherings. Demonstra-

tors torched the resi-
dences of almost all polit-
ical leaders, vandalised
party offices and set fire
to Parliament building
and other government of-
fices leaving the ruling
dispensation rattled. At
least 23 people lost their
lives and about 500 oth-
ers were injured in
clashes with security
forces, forcing K P
Sharma Oli to resign as
Prime Minister. Mean-
while, the Nepal Army on
Wednesday imposed na-
tionwide restrictive or-
ders followed by a curfew
to quell possible violence
under the guise of protest
On Tuesday, in a post on
X, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said that the vi-
olence in Nepal is
heart-rending and he is
anguished that many
young people have lost
their lives. He said stabil-
ity, peace and prosperity
of Nepal are of utmost im-
portance to India and
urged "brothers and sis-
ters in Nepal to support
peace".

Mamata Banerjee slams ‘attacks’ on Bengali-speaking
migrant labourers: says ‘Speak Bengali without fear’
MI News Service, Jalpaiguri : West

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Wednesday appealed to people
to speak more in Bengali without any
fear. The TMC chief was referring to
the alleged attacks on Bengali-speak-
ing migrant labourers in BJP-ruled
states, "I face insults daily because I
want Bengal's development," Mamata
Banerjee said while speaking at a pub-
lic distribution programme in Jalpaig-
uri on Wednesday. Earlier in August,
the Chief minister accused the Centre
of failing to protect Bengali-speaking
people from harassment in different
parts of the country, citing an incident
in which a techie and his son were al-
legedly denied hotel accommodation
in Noida “simply because he
spokeBengali.”

Referring to the present political
turmoil in  neighbouring Nepal,Ma-
mata Banerjee  informed the all out ef-
forts are underway to bring back
tourists from Bengal who
remained,stranded in  Kathmandu
and other parts of Nepal, within the
“next couple of days”.She also urged
them not to panic and said her admin-
istration is monitoring the situation. "I
will appeal to the tourists stranded in
Nepal not to panic. We will bring them
back in a couple of days," Mamata
Banerjee  reiterated. She said the ad-

venturers, expeditionists, explorers
and trekkers from the state visit Nepal,
the country of Everest and now many
of them have been stranded in the
wake of volatile situation there. " Do
not make any hasty decisions now and
stay calm and we will make all neces-
sary  arrangements for your return",
the chief minister said.

Meanwhile the Chief Minister  who
is on a three-day administrative tour
of north Bengal, shifted her place of
stay from the Kanyashree bungalow to
Uttarkanya due to mobile connectivity
issues, a senior official said on
Wednesday. "It is reported that there

were network issues at the
Kanyashree bungalow, which made it
difficult for her to stay updated on the
developments in Nepal. As a result, the
CM shifted to Uttarkanya on Tuesday
night to monitor the situation more
closely," the official said..

Later, the Trinamool Congress
posted a photo of the party supremo
sitting in 'Uttarkanya' and monitoring
the situation in the riot-hit neighbour-
ing nation. Uttarkanya is a building in
Siliguri which houses the temporary
state secretariat for the North Bengal
Development Department of West
Bengal. "The unfolding situation in our
neighbouring country Nepal, is a mat-
ter of deep concern. Placing the inter-
ests of the state above all else, our
compassionate Chief Minister, re-
mained at Uttar Kanya State Secre-
tariat through the night, personally
monitoring every detail with utmost
vigilance," the party posted on X. Inci-
dentally, while leaving for North Ben-
gal,Mamata Banerjee had commented
on the unrest in Nepal. "We love
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. We
love all the bordering countries. I also
urge residents of Siliguri, Kalimpong,
and other areas near the Nepal border
to maintain peace. Let Nepal return to 
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Trump signals reductions in trade tensions as Modi agrees to 'unlock limitless potential'
MI News Service, New Delhi / Wash-
ington (DC) : Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday reacted
warmly to US President Donald
Trump's positive assessment of
trade talks between the two coun-
tries, expressing confidence that the
ongoing negotiations will pave the
way for unlocking the limitless po-
tential of the partnership between
the two  nations. “India and the US
are close friends and natural part-
ners”, PM Modi said on X, adding
that “both countries are working to
conclude the trade discussions at
the earliest”. He said, "I am also
looking forward to speaking with
President Trump. We will work to-
gether to secure a brighter, more
prosperous future for both of our
people."  PM Modi's comments
came hours after Trump said he
feels certain that there will be "no
difficulty" for the two countries to
come to a successful conclusion in
trade talks and he looks forward to

speaking with his "very good friend"
Modi in the coming weeks.

After weeks of strain in ties over
President Trump's tough rhetoric
following his decision to impose 50
per cent tariff on India, the relations
between the two countries have
shown signs of a thaw of late. This
is the second time of  this week
when Trump has spoken highly of
his country's ties with India and
mixed it with his praise of  HIS ‘good
friend’ PM Modi, who has positively
reacted to his comments. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday said
his administration will continue ne-
gotiations with India to address the
“trade barriers” between the two
countries. In a post on Truth Social,
Trump said that he looks forward to
speaking with his "very good friend”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the coming weeks. "I am pleased to
announce that India, and the United
States of America, are continuing
negotiations to address the Trade

Barriers between our two Nations. I
look forward to speaking with my
very good friend, Prime Minister
Modi, in the upcoming weeks,"
Trump wrote. "I feel certain that
there will be no difficulty in coming
to a successful conclusion for both of
our Great Countries!" he added.
Trump's remarks come days after
he praised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as a "great Prime minister"
and said that they will “always be
friends” amid concerns over the im-
pact of Trump's 50 per cent tariff on
India.

PM Modi had also responded to
Trump's remarks and said he
"deeply appreciates" and "fully re-
ciprocates" the US President's sen-
timents and his "positive
assessment" of their ties. PM Modi
also pointed out that India and the
US have a very positive and for-
ward-looking comprehensive, and
global strategic partnership. The
remarks represent a notable shift in

tone for Trump, who had earlier
said that America had “lost” India
and Russia to China, while mem-
bers of his administration sepa-
rately amped up the rhetoric
against New Delhi. Trump had also
criticised US-India ties earlier, de-
scribing them as a “totally one-
sided relationship,” though he
claimed India had offered to cut tar-
iffs “to zero”, but suggested the con-
cession might have come “too late.”
India-US relations are currently ex-
periencing their most strained pe-
riod in over two decades, with
tensions playing out publicly mainly
due to Trump’s social media posts
and comments on Russian energy
purchases.  Incidentally, during his
last visit to the US in February this
year, PM Modi and President Trump
had agreed to take the volume of
their bilateral trade to over  USD 500
billion by 2030, registering at least
fivefold increase in two way trade
from about  USD 100 billion now. 

Growing shortfall in
Tea research funding
causes concern in India
MI News Service, Kolkata :
Expressing concern at the
huge gap in funding  for re-
search oriented schemes of
the Indian tea industry, com-
pared to some other coun-
tries,  for the development of
the crop, the Tea Research
Association of the industry
has regretted that when
India is  spending about Rs
30 crore per annum  China,
the largest producer of tea,
is investing over Rs 110
crore annually. The Tea Re-
search Association (TRA),
which is  engaged in Rear-
arch andDevelopment (R&D)
of the sector, is facing seri-
ous funding challenges, its
chairperson Nayantara Pal-
choudhuri said, calling for a
greater industry participa-
tion to stave off the crisis.
"Over 50 per cent of the
member entities are not
contributing their dues,
which has resulted in fund-
ing shortfalls  and the gap is
ever increasing," she regret-
ted at the Annual General
Meeting(AGM) of TRA here
on Tuesday. She said "China, 
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"I will 
appeal to 
the tourists
stranded in
Nepal not to
panic. We
will bring
them back in
a couple of
days,"

--Mamata Banerjee 
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MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Amway India has received 
trusted recognition from Na-
tional Forensic Sciences Uni-
versity (NFSU)—Nutritional 
Supplementation Testing for 
Sportspersons (NSTS) for its 
Nutrilite supplements. The 
recognition, granted by the 
Centre of Excellence—Na-
tional Supplement Testing 
for Sportspersons (CoE-
NSTS) at NFSU, Gujarat, 
confirms Amway's commit-
ment to providing high-qual-
ity, safe, and scientifically 
backed nutrition products.

MI News Service, Malda: 
Malda was plunged into grief 
and outrage on Wednesday 
morning after two Higher Sec-
ondary examinees were killed 
in a brutal road accident on the 
Ratua- Samsi state highway. 
The victims identified as Tam-
noy Prmanik and Mohammad 
Rehan, both students of Samsi 
Agricultural School, were on 
their way to appear  for their 
third-semester English exam-
ination at Ratua High School 
when tragedy struck.

Around 7 am, the teenagers 
were riding a motorbike when 
a speeding pickup van coming 
from Ratua direction rammed 
into them head-on near Sam-
si Matiganj. The collision was 
so severe that both boys were 
thrown onto the road, their 
heads crushed under impact. 
They died instantly. Eyewit-
nesses recounted the horrify-
ing scene, describing how the 
reckless driver abandoned the 
vehicle and fled, leaving be-
hind a trail of devastation. The 
accident triggered immediate 
chaos. A massive traffic jam 
choked the state highway as 
hundreds of locals gathered in 
shock and anger. Police from 
the Samsi outpost rushed to the 
site, seized the abandoned pick-
up van, and transported the 
bodies to Samsi Rural Hospital 
for post-mortem examination. 
A manhunt has been launched 
to trace the absconding driver. 
The victims hailed from Sree-
pur Ballabhpur under Pukhuria 
police station. Tanmoy’s father 
runs a small salon, while Re-
han’s father is a farmer. Both 
families, their community, and 
their school have been shat-
tered by the sudden loss. “We 
lost two bright students on the 
very day they were to prove 
themselves in an examina-
tion. This is irreparable,” said 
Shailesh Pandey, headmaster of 
Samsi Agricultural High School, 
who rushed to the hospital with 
other teachers. As grief swept 
through Sreepur and Samsi, 
the tragedy has once again 
underlined the deadly menace 
of reckless driving on Bengal’s 
highways. For two young boys 
who set out with exam dreams, 
the journey ended in death.

MI News Service, Jalpaiguri: 
A chilling example of law-
lessness on Bengal’s roads 
unfolded in Dhupguri on 
Tuesday evening, when two 
teenage boys were mowed 
down by a lorry allegedly 
trying to escape a puja do-
nation extortion racket. The 
accident has sparked public 
outrage and renewed ques-
tions about the administra-
tion’s failure to rein in such 
illegal practices.

The incident occurred 
in front of Punjab National 
Bank at Nathua Bhatiapara. 
According to eyewitness-
es, members of a local puja 
committee had stopped vehi-
cles in the middle of the road 
to forcibly collect donations. 
A lorry carrying tea leaves 
refused to pay and attempt-
ed to flee the scene at high 
speed. In the desperate bid 
to escape, the vehicle lost 
control and ploughed into 
three boys standing nearby. 
The victims were rushed 
to Dhupguri Sub-Division-
al Hospital, where doctors 
declared Mainak Dutta (15) 
and Partha Roy (15) dead on 
arrival. The third teenager, 
grievously injured, was shift-
ed to Jalpaiguri District Hos-
pital and remains in critical 
condition. The lorry driver 
abandoned the vehicle and 
fled. Police from Dhupguri 
police station have launched 
a search operation, though 
no arrests had been made 
till late Tuesday night. The 
deaths triggered protests in 
the area, with locals alleging 
that the unchecked menace 
of “chanda” (illegal extortion 
in the name of puja sub-
scriptions) has now claimed 
innocent lives. “If police had 
acted against such road-side 
extortion earlier, my son 
would be alive today,” said 
Ravi Roy, father of Partha, 
breaking down outside the 
hospital. The outrage was 
compounded by memories of 
a recent incident in Mayna-
guri, where lorry and dump-
er drivers were assaulted 
for refusing to pay illegal 
subscriptions. Despite pub-
lic outcry, no arrests were 
made then either. As Dhup-
guri mourns the loss of two 
young lives, the incident 
lays bare the toxic nexus of 
extortion, negligence, and 
weak enforcement that con-
tinues to plague Bengal’s 
highways.

MI News Service,  
Chakdahah:  In a ma-
jor breakthrough in the 
Nadia's Chakdaha IDFC 
FAST GOLD LOAN bank 
robbery case, police have 
recovered another 3.11 
kg of gold ornaments 
along with 1 firearm a d 
an ammunition, taking 
the total recovery so far 
to 7.71 kg.

The robbery took place 
on August 19, when 
armed miscreants looted 
nearly 15 kg of gold from 
the said branch near 

Chakdaha bus stand.
A joint operation by the 

Ranaghat Police District 
Crime Cell and Chakda-
ha Police Station has so 
far led to the arrest of 
five accused, including 
the branch Manager and 
Sales Manager. The latest 
recovery followed the ar-
rest of the manager and 
another employee from 
Puri, Odisha. A team went 
to Puri following sources 
information and arrested 
the Manager.

CCTV footage and 

sustained interrogation 
helped police track down 
the accused and recov-
er the stolen gold. The 
search for the remaining 
gold and other accomplic-
es is still on.

However, still 50 per-
cent looted goods are 
yet to recover. " We have 
been continuing our in-
vestigation to recover 
the rest gold and to look 
into if more persons 
were involved in it ," SP, 
Ranaghat police district 
Aashish Mourya said.

MI News Service,  
Shantipur:  With just days to go 
before Durga Puja, Asia’s larg-
est handloom market in Nadia is 
witnessing a festive rush. Buyers 
from across Bengal and neigh-
bouring states are thronging the 
sprawling Shantipur-Fulia sari 
hub. Yet, despite the crowds, 
traditional handwoven saris are 
struggling to find takers. Power-
loom varieties and cheaper saris 
from other states are drawing 
more attention, leaving Bengal’s 
handloom heritage on the back-
foot.

Traders admit that while foot-
fall has increased this year com-
pared to previous seasons, sales 
are skewed towards low-cost syn-
thetic or powerloom saris. “Han-
dloom used to be a must-buy for 
Puja. Now buyers prefer softer, 
cheaper options. After the festival 
rush, we don’t know how our fam-

ilies will survive,” said a veteran 
weaver.

The shift in consumer prefer-
ence has dealt a severe blow to 
the century-old weaving tradi-
tion of Shantipur. Generations of 
artisans dependent on handloom 
weaving say they are unable to 
compete with machine-made 

products flooding the market 
at lower prices. “This is not just 
about business, it’s about losing 
our identity,” another artisan 
rued.

Buyers, however, seem satis-
fied. “Here we get all varieties un-
der one roof at affordable prices. 
Social media promotions also en-

couraged us to travel here,” said a 
customer from Kolkata, browsing 
through a stack of printed saris.

For now, the festival crowds 
ensure brisk business in Bengal’s 
sari hub. But once the Puja lights 
dim, the uncertainty facing han-
dloom artisans will loom larger 
than ever.

MI News Service, Kalyani:   
Nepal Army has circulat-
ed a few viber / whatsapp 
numbers on Wednesday to 
the foreigners for any help, 
formal notice and to inform 
any situation, said Mayukh 
Bhattacharjee, BCKV Re-
search Scholer on Wednes-
day morning. He is stranded 
in Nepal. 

The guardians of the 
stranded students are in 
profound tension. Baishakhi 
Bhattacharjee, the mother 
to Mayukh Bhattacharjee 
said, " Until my son returns 
home, I am in tension. When 
the situation in Nepal will be 
normal is uncertain.'' Ma-
yukh's father, Mohit Chan-
dra Bhattacharjee, an ex 
Agricultural Extension Offi-
cer, retired from Uttarkanya, 
Siliguri said, " We are in ten-
sion. I first got their informa-
tion at 2 am. on Wednesday. 
My wife is not taking food.'' 
Shouvik Chowdhury, the fa-
ther to Swapnajit said that 
they want the step from In-
dia Government to bring his 
stranded son. Shipra, the 
mother to Swapnajit was 
crying. She said, " Son has 
told me not to do any ten-
sion. But until he returns, I 
am in panic "

Mayukh said on Wednes-
day over phone that the 
Army jawans were seen to 
march through roads along 

their hotel. Though the 
shops and markets were 
closed they faced no food 
related problem. The 4 ag-
ricultural scholers are in the 
same hotel.

Four Indian Agricultural 
Scholars including 3 from 
Bidhan Chandra Krishi 
Vishwavidyalaya have been 
stranded in Kathmandu 
amid unrest in Nepal, fol-
lowing violent protests that 
erupted across the capital 
city in the past 48 hours. 
They are in tension about 
how to back. While they 
were scheduled to return on 
Tuesday, now they are un-
certain about return. Side 
by side the hotel authority 
has informed them that the 
food scarcity may come at 
any time as the markets are 
closed.

The group had travelled 
to Nepal on 5 September 
to participate in the World 
Congress on Climate Change 
and Its Effect, scheduled 
between 6–8 September at 
Central College, Kathmandu. 

The delegation consists 
of Swapnajit Chowdhury 
(PhD scholar, Department 
of Soil and Water Engineer-
ing, BCKV, originally from 
Agartala, Tripura); Souvik 
Chakraborty (PhD scholar, 
Department of Post Harvest 
Technology, BCKV, from 
Cooch Behar, West Ben-

gal); Mayukh Bhattacharyya 
(Young Professional at the 
Comprehensive Scheme: 
Cost of Cultivation, Minis-
try of Agriculture & Farm-
ers’ Welfare, Government 
of India, stationed at BCKV, 
formerly lecturer at Lincoln 
University College, Malaysia, 
and a native of Jalpaiguri, 
West Bengal); and Manihar 
Talukdar (PhD scholar, Cen-
tral Agricultural Universi-
ty, Imphal, CPGSAS Umiam 
Campus, School of Crop Pro-
tection – Entomology, hailing 
from Alipurduar, West Ben-
gal).

The four were scheduled 
to depart Kathmandu on 
9 September by bus from 
the Gangabu (Naya) Bus 
Park for Kakarvitta on the 
Indo-Nepal border, and on-
ward to Siliguri. However, 
their plans were disrupted 
after widespread protests 

escalated in several parts of 
Kathmandu, forcing author-
ities to suspend transport 
services and cordon off af-
fected areas.

Speaking over phone , 
Mayukh Bhattacharyya de-
scribed the tense situation: 
“We are stuck at Hotel Re-
sunga near Pashupatinath 
Temple. The bus park is 
burning, roads are blocked, 
and heavy smoke has en-
gulfed the area. We also 
heard reports of hotels be-
ing set on fire, including the 
Hilton, said to be linked to a 
Nepali minister. There are 
also terrible mobile network 
issues in our area of Kath-
mandu.”

Mayukh added that the In-
dian Embassy in Kathmandu 
has advised them to remain 
indoors until the situation 
normalises.

Eyewitnesses reported 

clashes between protesters 
and security forces near 
Pashupatinath Temple, with 
incidents of stone-pelting, 
firing, and arson. The un-
rest has brought daily life in 
the city to a standstill, leav-
ing visitors and residents 
stranded, Mayukh said.

Bhattacharyya added that 
the Indian Embassy in Kath-
mandu has advised them to 
remain indoors until the sit-
uation normalises: "We have 
been told to postpone our 
journey and stay inside the 
hotel for safety. If the situa-
tion worsens, we would seek 
evacuation support from the 
Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs to return to India.” 
The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) has not issued 
an official statement yet, but 
embassy officials in Kath-
mandu are reportedly in 
touch with stranded Indian 
nationals.

The families of the four 
scholars in Tripura and West 
Bengal have expressed con-
cern and are hopeful that 
the Indian government will 
facilitate their safe return.

As protests continue in 
Nepal’s capital, uncertainty 
looms for many visiting del-
egates who had gathered 
for the international climate 
conference, underscoring 
the risks posed by sudden 
political unrest in the region.

MI News Service,   
Allahabad:   Renaissance 
Universal, Intellectual wing 
of Ananda Marga Pracha-
rak Samgha, in collabora-
tion with  the Department 
of Ancient History, Culture 
and Archaeology, University 
of Allahabad, under Itihas 
Sanchetana,   has organized 
a one-day national seminar 
on “Shrii Shrii Ananda-
murtijii’s Social & Spiritual 
Philosophy and Neohu-
manism”, in Department of 
Ancient History, University 
of Allahabad. The seminar 
brought together eminent 
scholars including Chief 

Guest Prof. Harsh Kumar, 
Chairperson, Prof. Rakesh 
Singh, and Chief Speak-
er Ac. Divyachetanananda 
Avadhuta along with dis-
tinguished speakers Dr. 
Ramakant, Prof. Anil Prat-
ap Giri, Dr. Avinash Shri-
vastav, and Dr. Shailendra 
Kumar Singh. The seminar 
was Coordinated by Dr. Atul 
Narayan Singh. The distin-
guished scholars dveleved 
deep into the contempo-
rary relevance of Ananda-
murtijii’s ideas on social 
philosophy, spirituality and 
neohumanism, fostering 
dialogue on human values, 

unity, and ethical living.  
Acharya Divyachetananan-
da Avadhuta highlighted 
the concept of Shrii Shrii 
Anandamurtijii's "Morality 
is the base, Sadhana the 
means and life divine is 
the goal". He further said 
that Diversity is the law of 
nature. This is the reason  
we can not compare one 
entity to another. According 
to Shrii Shrii Anandamurti-
jii, there are four types of 
philosophy- Dogma Centre 
Philosophy, Matter Cen-
tre Philosophy, Self Centre 
Philosophy and God Centre 
Philosophy.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:   The stalemate 
over the construction of 
Kolkata Metro’s 366-metre 
viaduct at Chingrighata on 
EM Bypass (East Kolkata) 
has finally been resolved. 
The breakthrough came af-
ter officials of the West Ben-
gal government and Kolkata 
Metro met in the city, fol-
lowing a directive from the 
Calcutta High Court to end 
the deadlock in the interest 
of the common people.

According to sources, the 
impasse was cleared after 
Kolkata Police granted per-
mission during a meeting at 
Metro Bhawan attended by 
officials of Rail Vikas Nigam 
Ltd (RVNL), Kolkata Metro, 
and the state government.

A preliminary Inspection 
of the site will be carried 

out on September 13. Con-
struction of the crucial via-
duct will then begin in two 
phases—November 14–16 
and November 21–23. Traffic 
movement will be restricted 
on those days, as the section 
serves as a gateway from 
south Kolkata to Salt Lake 
and the IT hub of Sector V.

On September 3, the Cal-
cutta High Court had direct-
ed all stakeholders to resolve 
the bottleneck through dis-
cussions, while hearing a PIL 
seeking “urgent judicial in-
tervention in the inordinate 
delay in the completion” of 
the Orange Line. The line, 
once operational, will link 
New Garia in the south with 
the airport in the north.

The stalemate first arose 
when Kolkata Traffic Police 
denied permission in Feb-

ruary, citing that closure of 
the stretch would severe-
ly affect weekday traffic. 
Even after site inspections 
by Metro Railway General 
Manager P. Uday Kumar 
Reddy and State Fire Min-
ister Sujit Bose, the issue 
remained unresolved.

It was only after the High 
Court’s intervention that 
the parties agreed to work 
together to overcome the 
bottleneck. Sources said 
stakeholders are expected 
to submit their report of the 
discussions before the court 
on Wednesday.

The Orange Line stretch, 
extending from Ruby Cross-
ing (HemantaMukhopad-
hyay) to Biman Bandar 
(Airport), is expected to sig-
nificantly boost connectivity 
across the city.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:   The long-stand-
ing recruitment stalemate 
dating back to the Left Front 
era has finally been resolved. 
After nearly 15 years, the 
Calcutta High Court has 
given clearance for the ap-
pointment of Group D staff 
through the Madrasah Ser-
vice Commission.

A division bench head-
ed by Justice Soumen Sen 
upheld the earlier order of 
the single bench of Justice 
ParthaSarathi Sen, thereby 
removing the final hurdle. 
The single bench had pre-
viously ruled that the Ma-
drasah Service Commission 
could proceed with the re-
cruitment process and must 
publish examination results 
and complete appointments 

within 21 days.
With Wednesday’s ruling, 

the path has been cleared 
for filling 292 vacancies 
that have been pending for 
over a decade. The case, 
which had reached the di-
vision bench after multiple 
petitions, now stands re-
solved, paving the way for 
long-awaited appointments.

The controversy dates 
back to 2010, when the 
then Left Front government 
issued a recruitment notifi-
cation for staff in madrasah 
schools. The examination 
was held the following year, 
but several candidates chal-
lenged the process, leading 
to another round of tests. 
Questions over the exam-
ination method resulted in 
multiple litigations, stalling 

the declaration of results in-
definitely.

The division bench has 
now directed that the re-
cruitment process must 
strictly follow the 2010 
rules. Speaking to report-
ers, advocate Uday Shankar 
Chattopadhyay, represent-
ing the petitioners, said, 
“The 15-year-long recruit-
ment deadlock has finally 
ended. Nearly 300 candi-
dates will now secure jobs. 
This verdict reaffirms that 
justice is delivered, even if 
delayed.”

The verdict not only ends 
a prolonged legal battle but 
also restores hope for hun-
dreds of aspiring candidates 
who had been waiting for 
more than a decade for a 
resolution.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:   Tourists visit-
ing Santiniketan will soon 
get more opportunities to 
explore the UNESCO World 
Heritage campus of Vis-
va-Bharati University. Au-
thorities have announced 
that after Durga Puja, the 
campus will be open four 
days a week instead of just 
once, a move expected to de-
light visitors.

Currently, the “Heritage 
Walk” inside the campus 
operates only on Sundays, 
allowing a maximum of 25 
visitors in a group. Howev-
er, the Heritage Walk will 
remain closed on Mahalaya, 
when the annual Anan-
damela is held at the Gour-
Prangan, as well as on Ma-
haShasthi, which coincides 

with a Sunday this year. 
On other Puja Sundays, the 
campus will remain open as 
usual.

Atig Ghosh, acting Pub-
lic Relations Officer of Vis-
va-Bharati, said, “Due to 
festivities, the Heritage Walk 
will be closed on Mahalaya 
and on Puja Sundays. But 
from November, the cam-
pus will be open four days 
a week, including Sundays 
and Wednesdays, along with 
two additional half days af-
ter classes are over.”

In September 2023, UN-
ESCO granted Santiniketan 
the coveted World Heritage 
status, making it the only 
functioning university in the 
world with this recognition. 
Since August 3 this year, 
tourists have been allowed 

limited access, following 
UNESCO’s directive to en-
sure heritage sites remain 
open to the public.

Visitors can purchase 
tickets for the Heritage Walk 
at the RabindraBhavan mu-
seum counter. Entry fees are 
₹300 per head, ₹150 for in-
dividual students, and ₹50 
for student groups, while 
foreign tourists are charged 
₹1,000 each.

The Initiative marks a 
significant change from the 
restrictions imposed during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
when campus entry was 
banned. With this new plan, 
more tourists will now be 
able to experience the his-
toric buildings, sculptures, 
and cultural legacy of Tago-
re’s Santiniketan.

Bengal

Ananda Marga Pracharak Samgha 
organized a one-day national seminar on 

“Shrii Shrii Anandamurtijii’’

3 BCKV agri. scholars stranded in Kathmandu amid unrest, 
fearing food scarcity. Indian Embassy instructs not to go 
out, Nepal Army provides contact numbers to foreigners

Chakdahah bank robbery, police 
arrests Manager from Puri

Ahead of Durga Puja, rush at Bengal’s biggest 
handloom hub - but powerlooms steal the show

Impasse Over Construction of 366-Metre  
Viaduct at Chingrighata Resolved

Cal HC Clears Appointment of Madrasah  
Service Commission’s Group D Staff 

Visva-Bharati to Expand Tourist Access to 
World Heritage Campus Post Durga Puja

An artisan makes an idol of Goddess Durga at Kumortuli ahead of the Durga Puja festival in Kolkata

Mayor Firhad Hakim, MP Mala Roy, MLA Debasish Kumar, along with other leaders, participated as the Trinamool 
Congress staged a sit-in protest against the BJP’s alleged anti-Bengali and anti-Bangla stance at Dorina Crossing in 
Dharmatala, South Kolkata, on Wednesday.

Nutrilite by Amway 
Trusted by NFSU

Extortion turns fatal: 
Two teenager crushed 

in Dhupguri

Two students killed 
en Route to exam
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CM Mamata 

Declares Holiday on 
Vishwakarma Puja,

Raps Centre, Opposition
MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
supremo Mamata Banerjee
has once again raised her
voice in support of migrant
workers. On Wednesday,
during her North Bengal
tour, she announced that the
state government will offi-
cially observe a holiday on
Vishwakarma Puja in honor
of migrant laborers.

Banerjee, addressing an
administrative meeting in
Jalpaiguri, also directed dis-
trict magistrates to ensure
Aadhaarenrollment for
those who still do not have
the card through the “Duare
Sarkar” outreach program.
“Without Aadhaar, people
face many problems. I have
asked the DM to arrange
Aadhaar through Duare
Sarkar camps,” she said

Speaking on the con-
tentious issue of recruitment
exams, Banerjee noted that
tests earlier stalled by court
orders have now resumed.
“Group-C and Group-D noti-
fications are out. Legal ex-
perts are guiding us to
resolve pending issues. We

already recruited 35,000
teachers and 21,000 vacan-
cies remain,” she said, ac-
cusing the opposition of
filing PILs to block employ-
ment opportunities.

The CM also announced
the construction of 13,000
houses in tea garden areas
of Jalpaiguri under housing
schemes, while declaring a
20% bonus for tea garden
workers. She warned trade
unions not to exploit work-
ers financially. Criticizing
the Centre, Banerjee said:
“Delhi’s mercy or charity is
not needed. Even if 100
days’ work is stopped, Ben-
gal has LakshmirBhandar
and the Karmashree
scheme, which already em-
ploys 7.8 million people.”
She further alleged depriva-
tion in central schemes in-
cluding Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan and road projects.

Without naming PM
Modi, she remarked: “I have
never named projects after
myself. I honor our great
personalities.” Concluding,
she stressed: “If Bengal re-
mains strong, India will re-
main strong. Jai Bangla!”

Mayor Firhad Hakim, along with renowned actress Subhoshree Ganguly, inaugurated
the grand opening of MPJ Jewellers’ new showroom at Mullick Bazar in Kolkata.

SMPK Facilitates Arrival of Metro Coaches 
Driving the March Towards New India

MI News Service, Kolkata: Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(SMPK), has further strengthened
its role in nation-building by facil-
itating the arrival of new metro
coaches for Kolkata Metro Rail-
way. On September 9, 2025, the
vessel MV Spring Shine berthed at
Netaji Subhas Dock, delivering 16
Eastern Railway metro coaches
along with spares. The coaches
were efficiently handled and
stevedored by M/s T.P. Roy Choud-
hury and will soon be dispatched
through the Kolkata Dock Sys-
tem’s railway tracks for deploy-
ment on the city’s metro network.

Chairman of SMPK,Rathendra
Raman, hailed the development,
saying:“The arrival of metro
coaches at SMPK is not just a port
operation—it is a reflection of our
nation’s resolve to build a New

India. Kolkata Metro has been in-
tegral to the city’s growth, and this
facilitation marks our proud con-
tribution to its continued expan-

sion. I congratulate Metro Rail-
way, Kolkata, and appreciate the
dedication of the SMPK team and
trade partners for ensuring

smooth handling of this consign-
ment.” So far, the Kolkata Dock
System has managed a total of 48
metro coaches shipped from
Dalian, China, manufactured by
Dalian Locomotive and Rolling
Stock Co. Imported by Eastern
Railway, these coaches are di-
rectly unloaded and placed on
tracks for locomotive hauling.

With three vessels—Spring
Mota, Galaxy Glory, and Spring
Shine—delivering metro coaches
till date, SMP Kolkata has reaf-
firmed its crucial role in integrat-
ing maritime logistics with urban
rail infrastructure.

By facilitating such vital cargo
seamlessly, SMP Kolkata continues
to play a pivotal role in moderniz-
ing Kolkata’s transport system and
supporting India’s larger vision of
infrastructure-led growth.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Kolkata facilitates arrival of coaches for
Metro Railway, Kolkata- strengthening the march towards new India

Baguiati Rail Pukur United Club
Celebrates 72 Years of Durga Puja

with ‘Shabdo’ Theme 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Baguiati Rail Pukur
United Club is celebrating
its 72nd year of Durga Puja
with a thought-provoking
theme, “Shabdo” (The
Sound), highlighting the
fading voices of nature
amidst rapid urbanization.
Once an integral part of
daily life, bird calls at dawn,
dusk, and even at night are
now rare, silenced by tree
felling, loss of habitats, and
expanding concrete land-
scapes. To emphasize this
message, the club has de-
signed an immersive pandal
experience, featuring a
striking 20-feet bird instal-
lation, symbolic sound-
scapes, and mime
performances portraying
the silent pleas of vanishing
species. The creative direc-
tion is led by artist Som-
nathTamli, idol maker

DebprasadHazra, light di-
rector DipankarDey, mime
artists Shubhendu-
Mukhopadhyay and
Kaushik Biswas, and a team
of craftsmen including Bapi
Das (construction), Samiran
Jana (cinematography),
Poulami Bose (research),
Faruk Shaikh (design), and
Debayan Banerjee (sound
and music). Committee
Member Gourab Biswas
said, “Our theme ‘Shabdo’ is
not just artistic creation, it is
a reflection of our collective
conscience. The sounds of
birds and nature, once in-
separable from our lives,
are fading away due to
unchecked urbanization. If
we do not act today, tomor-
row’s world will be left in si-
lence. Durga Puja is not
only about celebration but
also about awareness and
responsibility.” 

Abhishek Banerjee Denies Cross-Voting 
Allegations in Vice Presidential Election
MI News Service, Kolkata: Trinamool
Congress (TMC) All India General
Secretary Abhishek Banerjee on
Wednesday dismissed allegations
that several MPs of his party had
cross-voted in the recently held Vice
Presidential election, where India Al-
liance candidate Justice (retd.) Su-
darshan Reddy was defeated.
Reports had suggested that at least
15 MPs from the opposition India Al-
liance had voted in favour of the NDA
candidate, raising speculation of
cross-voting within TMC. However,
Banerjee rejected such claims out-
right. Speaking to reporters before
leaving for Delhi, he clarified, “All 41
MPs of our party voted for the oppo-

sition alliance candidate, former Jus-
tice Sudarshan Reddy. Following the
demise of Basirhat MP Haji Nurul
Islam, we have 13 MPs in the Rajya
Sabha and 28 in the Lok Sabha. All
were present and cast their votes.
Even Saugata Roy and Sudip Baner-
jee, despite being unwell, partici-

pated in the voting.” While firmly
denying cross-voting by TMC MPs,
Banerjee hinted that irregularities
may have occurred elsewhere. He al-
leged that MPs of the AamAadmi
Party (AAP), which is part of the
India Alliance, had effectively aided
the BJP. “Some small party MPs, es-
pecially the two Rajya Sabha MPs of
AAP, are actually working for the
BJP. They may be nominally with
AAP, but one of them, particularly a
woman MP, regularly abuses Arvind
Kejriwal,” he said. Banerjee further
pointed to cancelled votes, remark-
ing that the secret ballot nature of
the election made it difficult to estab-
lish who voted where. 

Regent Park Gang Rape 
Prime Accused Arrested
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Police have arrested the
prime suspect in the alleged
gang rape of a 20-year-old
woman during her birthday
celebration at a flat in South
Kolkata’s Regent Park last
week, officials confirmed
The victim, a resident of
Haridevpur, lodged a com-
plaint stating that she was
gang-raped by two acquain-
tances on the night of Sep-
tember 5. Based on her FIR
at Haridevpur police station,
the accused were identified
as ChandanMallick and
Deep Biswas. Mallick, a
well-known figure in a local
Durga Puja committee, was
arrested from Bardhaman
Railway Station after city po-
lice laid a trap late Tuesday
night. Police sources said
that Mallick had earlier in-
troduced himself to the sur-
vivor as the head of a South
Kolkata Puja committee and
later acquainted her with
Deep. Both men allegedly
promised to involve her in

the committee’s activities,
following which they re-
mained in regular contact.
On the night of the incident,
the accused reportedly took
the woman to a flat in the
Regent Park area, where
they shared a meal. Accord-
ing to the FIR, when she
tried to leave, the two men
locked the door, assaulted,
and raped her. The survivor
managed to escape the fol-
lowing morning and re-
turned home before filing a
formal complaint with the
police. Following the crime,
both Mallick and Deep went
absconding. While Mallick
has now been arrested, po-
lice confirmed that Deep re-
mains on the run. Search
operations are underway,
and officials expressed con-
fidence that he will be
tracked down soon.

The incident has
sparked outrage in the local-
ity, with demands for strict
punishment against the cul-
prits.

Chandrima 
Bhattacharya 
Appointed  New
HIDCO Chairperson
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant administra-
tive reshuffle, West Bengal
Finance Minister Chan-
drima Bhattacharya has
been appointed as the new
Chairperson of the Hous-
ing Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation
(HIDCO). Sources at Na-
banna confirmed that
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee made the deci-
sion just before leaving for
her North Bengal tour.
Bhattacharya, already
holding independent
charge of the Finance De-
partment, also manages
the Health, Environment,
Refugee Rehabilitation,
Land and Land Reforms,
and Planning and Statistics
departments. 
Within the party, she heads
the West Bengal Tri-
namoolMahila Congress, in
addition to leading the
party’s Legal Cell and serv-
ing as state president of
Anganwadi and ASHA
workers’ unions. With
HIDCO being a financially
self-sufficient government
body playing a key role in
infrastructure develop-
ment, her appointment
further strengthens her
importance in both admin-
istration and the party.

According to sources,
Bhattacharya will formally
take charge at HIDCO on
Thursday. 

Helios’ Festive Line-
up with 14 Global Brands

MI News Service, Kolkata: Helios showcased its festive
line-up featuring 14 global watch brands, including Fred-
erique Constant, Aigner, Herbelin, Charriol, U-Boat, Ver-
sace, Citizen, Seiko, Titan Raga, Titan Stellar, Edge, Xylys
and Nebula, at an exclusive event at Rajkutir Kolkata,
IHCL SeleQtions. Actress Ritabhari Chakraborty and su-
permodel IndraniDasgupta graced the evening, reaffirm-
ing Helios’ commitment to premium watch retail in India.

Normalcy gradually
returning to Nepal as
army takes control 

Mamata Banerjee slams ‘attacks’ on 
Bengali-speaking  migrant labourers: says

‘Speak Bengali without fear’

From PG 1
charted out swiftly which
include figures who still re-
tain credible with Nepalis,
especially among the coun-
try's youth". But with the
speed of the youth-led up-
rising, it remained unclear
who the young protesters
will want to lead the coun-
try out of the present politi-
cal vacuum.

People aged 15-40
make up nearly 43 per cent
of the population of Nepal,
according to government
statistics -- while unem-
ployment hovers around 10

per cent and GDP per
capita is just USD 1,447, ac-
cording to the World Bank
statistics. As many as 26 so-
cial media sites  including
Facebook, YouTube and X
were blocked on Friday,
after the government
stopped  access to  their
unregistered platforms.
Since then, videos contrast-
ing the struggles of ordi-
nary Nepalis with the
children of politicians
flaunting luxury goods and
expensive vacations have
gone viral on TikTok, which
was not blocked.

From PG 1
the largest producer of tea in the
world, spends as much as  Rs 110
crore annually on the crop, while
India invests only Rs 30 crore. There
is a big demand-supply gap in re-
search funding in India", she added

and demanded that  the govern-
ment and large estates should step
up their contribution to tea re-
search.  To address the resource
constraints, she also called for set-
ting up a committee to explore new
revenue generation models, includ-
ing property development and
broadening TRA's membership
base to small growers and bought-
leaf factories.  TRA said that it has
developed climate resilient clones,
advancements in pest management,
IoT-based monitoring and product

diversification like speciality teas.
Also speaking on the occasion, Joy-
deep Phukan, secretary, TRA, em-
phasized that Indian tea has every
potential to compete with Japanese
Matcha, which is witnessing sky-
rocketing global demand but suffers
from chronic supply shortages. He
noted that this innovation could po-
sition Assam and Bengal as a global
hub for high-value wellness teas.

During the meeting TRA also
launched  AI-based tea germplasm
characterization tool, developed by

Dr. Shuvam Dutta, Dr. Pritom
Choudhury, and Dr. Sangita
Borchetia. The tool, which has been
patented for its uniqueness, lever-
ages machine learning to predict
drought tolerance in tea plants
based on advanced image analysis.
By enabling faster and more accu-
rate selection of drought-tolerant
cultivars, the model will help
shorten breeding programs, accel-
erate varietal development, and
strengthen the tea industry’s cli-
mate resilience.

From PG 1
normal. We cannot inter-
fere; this is not our matter,"
Mamata Banerjee said at
the Kolkata airport here be-
fore leaving for north Ben-
gal on Tuesday. Meanwhile,
state governor C V Ananda
Bose is considering to visit
Panitanki, a border town di-
viding India with Nepal in
Darjeeling to take stock of
the situation after  unprece-
dented violence erupted on
the other side of the Inter-
national border since Mon-
day. The Governor who is
expected to visit Panitanki
as the situation at Panitanki
was tense and the area was
almost deserted with people
mostly remaining  indoors

amid tightened security
across the borders. Sources
said the Jawans of the
Seema Suraksha Bal (SSB)
and its counterpart in Nepal
had a flag meeting and de-
cided to patrol the respec-
tive territories to ensure
that no unwanted elements
cross the borders of either
side. Sources said the daily
businesses between the two
countries  through the  Pan-
itanki border have also
been suspended for the past
72 hours as the border
guards are not allowing
anyone to cross over.The
bus services between Kath-
mandu and Siliguri have
also been suspended indefi-
nitely, the sources said.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee ahead of a meeting in Siliguri, North Bengal, on Wednesday.

Growing shortfall in Tea re-
search funding causes con-
cern in India
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Name Change
I, Mir Shafik Ali, S/o Ali Ahammed
residing at Bajitpur Kathpukur Para,
Bhasila, 24 Pgs(N), WB- 743423 de-
clare that in my Aadhar Card, PAN
Card, Madhyamik Amdmit Card my
father’s Name has been wrongly
recorded as MIR ALI AHAMED in-
stead of his original and correct
name i.e., ALI AHAMMED as men-
tioned in his Aadhar Card. That MIR
ALI AHAMED and ALI AHAMMED
both are same and one identical per-
son i.e., my father vide affidavit No.
21023 date 08.09.2025 before Ld. 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata.

Name Change
I, Vinit Agarwal (Old Name), S/o
Kanailall Agarwala, residing at
Vrindaban Garden, Fl No.C1/1&2,
Itbhata Road, Chotonilpur, Bard-
haman,Pin-713103, West Bengal,
Henceforth be known as Vinit Agar-
wala (New Name) as declared before
the 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Purba Bardhaman vide affidavit
No.4441 dated 08.09.2025. Vinit
Agarwal (Old Name) & Vinit Agar-
wala (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rakhee Sanyal, Wife of No.
2994344X Rank Ex NK Name Di-
panjan Sanyal resident of Katwa-
Palita Road, P.O.- Katwa, Dist.-
Purba Bardhaman (WB), Pin-
713130 have change my Name &
Date of birth from Rakhee Sanyal &
06 July 1984 to Rakhi Sanyal & 10
June 1984 vide Affidavit dated
02.09.25 before the Executive Mag-
istrate, Katwa Court.

Name Change
I, Bithi Ghosh (Old Name) W/o Man-
abendra Ghosh Residing at 23, Ja-
gadish Sarani Math Para,
Barrackpore (M), Nona Chandan-
pukur, District - North 24 Parganas,
Pin - 700122 West Bengal India
Have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Bithika
Ghosh  (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit  Date 10-09-2025. Bithi
Ghosh (Old Name) and Bithika
Ghosh (New Name) both as same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manabandra Ghosh (Old Name)
S/o Madhusudan Ghosh Residing at
23, Jagadish Sarani Math Para, Bar-
rackpore (M), Nona Chandanpukur,
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
700122 West Bengal India Have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Manabendra
Ghosh (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit  Date 10-09-2025. Mana-
bandra Ghosh (Old Name) and Man-
abendra Ghosh (New Name) both as
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipak Biswas (Old Name) S/o
Narendra Krishna Biswas  Residing
at 2/D Sonali Park, Garia, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 700084
West Bengal India Have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Dipak Kumar Biswas
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Date 09-09-2025. Dipak Biswas (Old
Name) and Dipak Kumar Biswas
(New Name) both as same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Nimai Bag (Old Name) S/o Bijay
Krishna Bag Residing at Vill - Uttar
Kanaidanga, P.o - Bhagabatipur, P.s
- Chanditala, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712701 West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Nemai Bag (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
10-09-2025. Nimai Bag (Old Name)
and Nemai Bag (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Tarun kumar Chandra (Old Name)
S/o Ajay Chanda Residing at Shivam
Apartments, Fl-201, 22, Buxarah
Road, P.o - Baksara, P.s - Shibpur,
District - Howrah, Pin - 711110,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
Known as Tarun kumar Chanda
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 10-09-2025. Tarun kumar
Chandra  (Old Name) and Tarun
kumar Chanda (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajoy Kumar Chandra (Old Name)
S/o Satyeshwar Chanda Residing at
Vill - Barurbheri, P.o - Gopinathpur,
P.s - Bhagabanpur, District - East
Medinipur, Pin - 721633, West Ben-
gal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as
Ajay Chanda (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 10-09-
2025. Ajoy Kumar Chandra  (Old
Name) and Ajay Chanda (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Bakka Sekh (Old Name) S/o Late
Vulu Sekh Residing at Vill -
Meherpur, P.o - Mediahat, P.s -
Gopal Nagar, District - North 24
Parganas, Pin - 743262, West Ben-
gal, India have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be Known as
Abubakka Sekh (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 10-09-
2025. Bakka Sekh  (Old Name) and
Abubakka Sekh (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Syeda Saminur Begam daughter
of Samad Ali Sardar, residing at Vill
& P.O – Nazra, P.S – Usthi, Dist:
South 24 Parganas, Pin: 743375,
West Bengal, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Syeda Chhaminoor
Begam as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata dated 10/09/
2025. Syeda Saminur Begam and
Syeda Chhaminoor Begam both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Golam Mohiuddin Jamadar (Old
Name) S/o Abdul Manan Jamadar
Residing at Vill - Chak Raypur, P.o -
Iyarpur, P.s - Usthi, District - South
24 Parganas, Pin - 743513, West
Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
Known as Golam Mahiuddin Ja-
madar (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) at Diamond Harbour vide af-
fidavit no 8511 Dated 07-08-2025.
Golam Mohiuddin Jamadar  (Old
Name) and Golam Mahiuddin Ja-
madar (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asura Bibi (Old Name) W/O Ramjan
Ali  Mandal,Residing At Vill & Po- So-
ladana, Ps-Basirhat, Dist- North 24
Parganas,Pin-743429,West Bengal,I
ndia. Have Changed My  Name And
Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Ashura Bibi Mandal (New Name) As
Declared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 10/09/2025.Asura Bibi
(Old Name) And Ashura Bibi Mandal
(New Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nesar Ahammad Mallick (old
name) son of Amanat Ali Mullick,
residing at Mallickpara Jalalsi, Is-
lampur, Jagatballavpur, Howrah-
711401, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nesar Ahamed
Mullick (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/09/2025. Nesar Ahamed Mullick
(new name) and Nesar Ahammad
Mallick (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MIKEL MANDAL S/o-
KHOKAN MONDAL Residing at,
Habibpur,  Panpara, - Ranaghat,
Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741201, West Ben-
gal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from MIKEL
MANDAL To   MICHAL MONDAL
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) MICHAL
MONDAL  in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On
01 Sept 2025,  MICHAL MONDAL
and MIKEL MANDAL   both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SAKHICHAND SA
S/o- NARAYAN SHA Residing at,
Vill- Basudebpur,  Post- Hili, Ps-
Hili, Dist- South Dinajpur, Pin-
733126, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from SAKHICHAND SA To
SAKHICHAND SHA   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) SAKHICHAND SHA
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 01
Sept 2025,  SAKHICHAND SHA
and SAKHICHAND SA   both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) IRIN ISLAM W/o- MD
ABDUR RAZZAQUE Residing at,
Vill- Chaltia,  Post- Chaltia, Ps-
Berhampore, Dist- Murshidabad,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare
that I have Changed my name from
IRIN ISLAM To   AIRIN ISLAM
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) AIRIN
ISLAM  in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit Sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad On
01 Sept 2025,  AIRIN ISLAM and
IRIN ISLAM   both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) DOUD RAHMAN S/o-
KARIM SK Residing at,   Vill- Man-
galpara,  Post- Jahankosha, Ps-
Murshidabad, Dist- Murshidabad,
Pin- 742149, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from DOUD RAHMAN To
DAUD SK   (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) DAUD SK  in all purpose Vide
an affidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 01 Sept 2025,  DAUD SK and
DOUD RAHMAN   both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SK SHAREUL S/o-
AMIN SEKH Residing at,   Vill- Ma-
jharerdhar,  Post- Khosbaspur, Ps-
Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742136, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from SK SHAREUL To   SAR-
IJUL SEKH   (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) SARIJUL SEKH  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 01
Sept 2025,  SARIJUL SEKH and SK
SHAREUL  both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) KHEKEN BIBI W/o-
SARIJUL SEKH Residing at,   Vill-
Majharerdhar,  Post- Khosbaspur,
Ps- Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742136, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from KHEKEN BIBI To
KHUKIMUN BIBI   (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) KHUKIMUN BIBI  in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 01
Sept 2025,  KHUKIMUN BIBI and
KHEKEN BIBI  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sunil Bansal (Old Name),Son Of
Lakhmi Chand Bansal, Residing At
242/1a Himadri, A.P.C Road,11th
Floor,Flat 11d,Kolkata - 700004,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sunil Kumar Bansal
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/09/2025.Sunil Bansal
And Sunil Kumar Bansal Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Naziya Khatoon ,W/O Md Wasim
Khan,R/O .Chaman Talab Hutton
Road Near Mahal Banquet Asansol,
Po-Asansol,Ps-Asansol South, Dist.
Paschim Bardhaman, 713301,West
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Nazia Khatoon,Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 10/09/2025,That Naziya
Khatoon And Nazia Khatoon All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, SARALI ROY SAHA (old name)
wife of KANU RANJAN ROY, resid-
ing at 86A,ARJUN PARK,MUKUN-
DAPUR,KOLKATA-700099, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as SARATHI SAHA (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 10/09/2025. SARATHI
SAHA (new name) and SARALI
ROY SAHA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, ASHA DEVI SINGH (old name)
wife of RAJENDRA LAL SINGH, re-
siding at 71/1A,DIAMOND HAR-
BOUR ROAD,KOLKATA-700023,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as ASHA DEVI (new name),
as declared Before The Ld 1st class
judicial magistrate at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 02/09/2025.
ASHA DEVI (new name) and ASHA
DEVI SINGH (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sayanti Ghosh Bera (old name)
Daughter of Sumanta Sekhar
Ghosh, residing at 29, Goswami
Para Road, Bally, Howrah, Kolkata-
711201, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sayanti Ghosh
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 10/09/2025. Sayanti
Ghosh (new name) and Sayanti
Ghosh Bera (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaheen Begum (old name)
daughter of Sripati Pradhan, resid-
ing at 36B, Sardar Sankar Road,
P.S.- Tollygunge, Kolkata- 700029,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sayantani Pradhan (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 10/09/2025. Sayantani
Pradhan (new name) and Shaheen
Begum (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sabirul Islam (old name) son of
Sk Abdulla, residing at Vill- Chand-
nagar, P.O.- Srinagar, P.S.- Matia,
Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743428, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sk Sabirul Islam
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 10/09/2025. Sk
Sabirul Islam (new name) and
Sabirul Islam (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sattar Mir (old name) C/o Gopal
Mir, residing at Sonatala Uttarpara
Dhubulia, P.O.- Rupdaha, P.S.- Kr-
ishna Nagar, Dist.- Nadia, Pin-
741140, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Chhattar Mir
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 10/09/2025.
Chhattar Mir (new name) and Sat-
tar Mir (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nusrin Warsi (old name) W/o Asif
Mohammad Kamal, residing at
23C, Bright Street, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nasin Warsi
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 10/09/2025.
Nasin Warsi (new name) and Nus-
rin Warsi (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bedana Rani Das (old name) wife
of Krishnapada Das, residing at
164/6/A, Aguripara, P.O.- Kanchra-
para, P.S.- Bizpur, Dist.- North 24
Pgs, Pin- 743145, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Be-
dana Das (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kalyani,
vide an affidavit dated 28/07/2025.
Bedana Das (new name) and Be-
dana Rani Das (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Amit Sinha (old name) son of
Awadh Kishore Prasad, residing at
Vista 6, Flat No. 1505, Uniworld City,
P.O.- Newtown, Dist.- North 24 Pgs,
Pin- 700156, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Amit Kumar
Sinha (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 10/09/2025.
Amit Kumar Sinha (new name) and
Amit Sinha (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, KOSA BIBI (old name) wife of SK
KALLU, residing at 12 Karim Bux
Row, Cossipore, Kolkata- 700002,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as KOSAR BEGUM (new
name), as declared Before The Ld
1st class judicial magistrate at Ali-
pore,vide an affidavit No 14305
dated 08/09/2025. KOSAR BEGUM
(new name) and KOSA BIBI (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) BINITA MANDAL
W/o- RAJU MONDAL Residing at,
Raghabpur Setjipara, Panpara, -
Ranaghat, Dist- Nadia, Pin-
741402, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from BINITA MANDAL To
BINITA MONDAL   (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) BINITA MONDAL
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 01
Sept 2025,  BINITA MONDAL and
BINITA MANDAL   both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) JAGANNATH HAL-
DAR S/o- LALU BAGDI Residing at,
Vill- Kuthir para,  Post- Khos-
baspur, Ps- Kandi, Dist- Murshid-
abad, Pin- 742136, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from JAGANNATH HAL-
DAR To   JAGANNATH BAGDI
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) JAGAN-
NATH BAGDI  in all purpose Vide
an affidavit Sworn before the no-
tary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 01 Sept 2025,
JAGANNATH BAGDI and JAGAN-
NATH HALDAR   both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Ramjan Mondal(Old Name) S/O
Abdul Jalil Mandal,Residing At Uttar
Purba Soladana,Po-Soladana,Ps-
Basirhat, Dist-North 24 Parganas,
Pin-743429,West Bengal,India.Have
Changed My  Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As Ramjan Ali
Mandal (New Name) As Declared Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
10/09/2025.Md Ramjan Mondal (Old
Name) And Ramjan Ali Mandal (New
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Premsheela Pandey(Old Name)
W/O Prayag Pandey,Residing At
23/2,Ganesh Ghosh Lane,Po & Ps-
Tiljala,Kolkata-700039,West Ben-
gal,India.Have Changed My  Name
And  Shall Henceforth Be  Known
As Premshila Pandey(New Name)
As Declared Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 10/09/2025.
Premsheela Pandey (Old Name)
And Premshila Pandey  (New
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Jayshree Dutta & Joysri Dutta(Old
Name),Wife Of Sekh Jahir Abbas,
Residing At Benai, Paschim Me-
dinipur - 721212, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known Jara
Begam(New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Ld Metro-
politan Magistrate At Kolkata On
18/05/2022. Jayshree Dutta & Joysri
Dutta And Jara Begam All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Anshika Agarwal(Old Name), W/O
Rishabh Jalan,R/O, 10,Lower Row-
don Street, Ps - Ballygunge, Kolkata-
700020,West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Anshika
Jalan(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 10/09/2025, Anshika
Agarwal And  Anshika Jalan All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mahendra Goel (Old Name),Son
Of Late Balmukund Goel, Residing
At 250/A/48 G.T. Road,Liluah, Bally
Municipality,Howrah - 711204,West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Mahendra Lal Goel(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/09/
2025. Mahendra Goel And Mahen-
dra Lal Goel Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Pintu Sasmal (old name) son of
Ranjit Shasmal, residing at VILL-
RAKKHASKHALI +PO, PS- PATHAR
PRATIMA, SOUTH 24 PGS-743371,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as PINTU SHASMAL (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 10/09/2025. PINTU
SHASMAL (new name) and Pintu
Sasmal (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, RANJIT SASMAL (old name) son
of BHAGIRATH SHASMAL, residing
at VILL- RAKKHASKHALI +PO, PS-
PATHAR PRATIMA, SOUTH 24
PGS-743371, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as RANJIT
SHASMAL (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
10/09/2025. RANJIT SHASMAL
(new name) and RANJIT SASMAL
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sonal Kirti Vipani (old name) wife
of Kirti Jaisukhlal Vipani, residing
at 28/1, Chakraberia Lane, Kolkata-
700020, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sonal K Vipani
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 10/09/2025. Sonal K
Vipani (new name) and Sonal Kirti
Vipani (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Santanu Kumar Das (old name)
son of Sanjib Kumar Das, residing
at BA 118, Salt Lake City Sector-1,
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 700064,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Santanu Das(new name),
as declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 10/09/2025. Santanu Das
(new name) and Santanu Kumar
Das (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rinku Devi Bagaria (old name)
wife of Dilip Kumar Bagaria, resid-
ing at 22/1, Sugam Apartment, Gora
Chand Road, Entally, Kolkata-
700014, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Rinku Bagaria
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 09/09/2025. Rinku
Bagaria (new name) and Rinku Devi
Bagaria (old name) both are same
and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Shakil  Ahmed (old name) son of Md
Rafique Ahmed, residing at 1/5K J K
Ghosh road Belgachia Kolkata
700037, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Sakil (new
name), as declared Before The Ld 1st
class judicial magistrate at Alipore,
vide an affidavit No 14304 dated
08/09/2025. Md Sakil (new name)
and Shakil  Ahmed (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Prabir Kumar Saha, S/O Late
Amrit Lal Saha residing at 273/1,
Station Road West, Marowari Bagan
North, P.O+P.S - New Barrackpur,
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin-
700131, West Bengal, India that my
deceased father who previously
known as Amrit Saha (Old Name)
shall henceforth be known as Amrit
Lal Saha (New Name) as declared
before the Ld. Judicial Magistrate
(1st Class) at Barrackpore vide affi-
davit no 275 dated 26/08/2025. I de-
clare that my deceased father Amrit
Saha (Old Name) and Amrit Lal
Saha (New Name) is same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mahajabeen Rahman alias Ma-
hajabee Rahman (Old Name) W/o
Zeyaur Rahman Residing at Survey
View Park, Bandel, District -
Hooghly, Pin - 712123 West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Mah-
jabeen Bano (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 08-09-
2025. Mahajabeen Rahman, Maha-
jabee Rahman  (Old Name) and
Mahjabeen Bano (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bahnishikha Mondal (Old Name)
W/o Samir Mondal Residing at Sri-
joni Housing Society, Nazrul Islam
Sarani, P.o - Ganganagar, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700132,
West Bengal, India have Changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Bahni Shikha Biswas
Mondal (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 08-09-2025.
Bahnishikha Mondal  (Old Name)
and Bahni Shikha Biswas Mondal
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sridhar Chakraborty (Old Name)
S/o Late Balai Chandra Chakraborty
Residing at 21, R.K Street, Vtc - Ut-
tarpara Kotrung (M), P.o - Uttarpara,
District- Hooghly, Pin - 712258, West
Bengal India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sridhar Prosad Chakr
aborty (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 18/2025 Dated 09-09-
2025. Sridhar Chakr aborty (Old
Name) and Sridhar Prosad
Chakraborty (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Smita Gupta alias Smita Gupta
Choudhary (Old Name) W/o Sudhish
Choudhary Residing at Mohalla
Babutola Banka, D.M. Kothi Road,
Near Azad Chowk, P.O. & P.S. -
Banka, District - Banka, Pin -
813102, Bihar, India,have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Smita Choudhary (New
Name) as declared before the Ld.
Judicial Magistrate (1st Class) at Ali-
pore vide affidavit no 57920 Dated
29-08-2025. Smita Gupta, Smita
Gupta Choudhary (Old Name) and
Smita Choudhary (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Meghnath Naskar, S/O. Late
Sankar Naskar, Residing At
Laskarpur Purbapara, Ps-Naren-
drapur, Dist-Baruipur-700153,
Henceforth Be Known As My Fa-
ther’s Name Is Late Sankar Kumar
Naskar Vide Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata. Late
Sankar Kumar Naskar And Late
Sankar Naskar Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Taushid Alam (Old Name),Son Of
Mohammad Sahabuddin ,Residing
At Kumhrawan-Dih,Po-Dirmobara
Qadirganj,Nawada Bihar-805104,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Tauhid
Alam(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 18/08/2025. Taushid
Alam And Tauhid Alam Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dibedita  Sarkar (Old Name) W/O
Dipak  Sarkar, Residing At S.P.
Mukherjee Road, Asansol, Murgasol,
Po-Ushagram,Ps-Asansol South, Pin-
713303, Dist-Pashchim Burdwan,
West Bengal,India.Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Nibedita  Sarkar (New
Name) As Declared Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 10/09/2025.
Dibedita Sarkar (Old Name) And
Nibedita  Sarkar  (New Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dipak Kumar Sarkar (Old Name)
S/O Late Sushil Sarkar,Residing At
S.P.Mukherjee Road,Asansol,Murga-
sol,Po-Ushagram,Ps-Asansol South,
Pin-713303,Dist-Pashchim Burd-
wan,West Bengal,India.Have Chan
ged My  Name And  Shall Hence forth
Be  Known As Dipak Sarkar (New
Name) As Declared Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 10/09/
2025. Dipak Kumar Sarkar (Old
Name) And Dipak Sarkar  (New
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Mallika Hezra (old name),wife of
Gobinda Hazra , residing at Cham-
rail,Debirpara, Howrah- 711114,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Mallika Hazra (new
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 09/09/2025. Mallika
Hazra(new name) and Mallika
Hezra (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I Syed Naushad Anjum residing at
24/1A, Girish Chandra Bose Road,
Kolkata - 700014 and Naushad
Anjum is an identical person vide
affidavit no. 238 dated 06.08.2025
before Judicial Magistrate Calcutta.

Security personnel keep vigil on the India side of the border with Nepal, in the aftermath of anti-government protests
in the neighbouring country, in Mahrajganj district of UP.

Suicide prevention
initiative in Kolkata
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The city of Kolkata has
taken initiative to prevent
the tendencies of suicide in
various age groups , espe-
cially in children and
among teenagers. The
Child in Need Institute
(CINI), an eminent social
organisation has twice re-
ceived the prestigious ‘Na-
tional Best NGO Award’.
As part of its continuous ef-
forts to address adolescent
health concerns, Teenline
has been functioning as a
mental health initiative of-
fering telephonic coun-
selling, face-to-face
counselling, therapies, and
workshops.

As a lead-up to World
Suicide Prevention Day
(10th September 2025), ob-
served globally under the
theme “Changing the Nar-
rative on Suicide”, Teenline
is organizing a special event
to highlight its work and
unveil new interventions for
suicide prevention. Teen-
line has a dedicated toll-
free counselling number
1800-121-5323 The pro-
gramme will focus on the
mental health challenges
faced by adolescents and
young people, showcase
Teenline’s interventions,
and outline its future plans
for more detailed psychoso-
cial support for adolescents
and young adults. Globally,
suicide is the third leading
cause of death among 15–
29-year-olds (WHO). In
India, more than 13,000
student suicides were
recorded in 2022 – nearly
one every 40 minutes (IC3
Institute, 2025). Suicide
rates rose across all age
groups by 5%, with 18–30
years accounting for 35% of
suicides, the largest share
(NCRB, 2022).

Bengal hosts annual
conf of ACAE

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Association of Corpo-
rate Advisers & Executives
(ACAE) organised its An-
nual Conference 2025 in
Kolkata recently with the
theme ‘RISE’.  The Annual
Conference organized by
Association of Corporate
Advisers & Executives
(ACAE) was inaugurated
by Justice A.K. Patnaik,
Former Judge, Supreme
Court of India and was at-
tended by: Adv. (CA) Tarun
Kr. Gupta, President of
ACAE; CA. Pramod Dayal
Rungta, Chairman of
ACAE; CA. Shivani Agar-
wala, General Secretary of
ACAE; CA. (Dr.) Debashis
Mitra, Past President of
ICAI; CS. Mamta Binani,
Past President of ICSI &
many other eminent per-
sonalities.

Speaking to the media,

Adv. (CA) Tarun Kr. Gupta,
President of ACAE, said,
“The Annual Conference
2025 is a reflection of
ACAE’s unwavering com-
mitment to empowering
professionals with knowl-
edge, ethics, and fore-
sight.” The conference
unfolded through a series
of power-packed sessions.
The session on India at
2030: Emerging Sectors
highlighted opportunities
in Defense & Space Tech,
Clean & Renewable En-
ergy, and Healthcare, with
eminent speakers Raj
Sethia, Adrit Palchoud-
hury, and CA. R. Venkatesh
shared their perspectives.
Over 500 delegates partic-
ipated in the conference,
which blended rich in-
sights with the spirit of
ACAE’s 65-year journey as
a temple of knowledge. 

Drinking water project in WB
to create huge employment

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A major packaged drink-
ing water project is coming
in West Bengal very
shortly. The investment
would range between Rs
25-30 Crore. This invest-
ment would certainly cre-
ate massive employment
drive in the state. Usha
Shriram

Pvt Ltd.(USPL)is all set
to launch of its premium
packaged drinking water
brand, Aquaero. USPL ap-
preciated West Bengal
government’s pro-industry
policy regarding this.

The launch program-
mee was graced by Sat-
nam Sandhu(COO-USPL),
Sukamal Paul(MD-HBPL),
Pukhraj B. Sethia(MD-

SUPL), Tollywood actress
Debleena Dutt, Soumik Mi-
traa( Brand Licensing Con-
sultant), Ajay Tank (VP-
USPL) and Rajarshi
De(Zonal Head –
USPL,WB).

It announced an invest-
ment outlay of ₹25 – 30
Crores. The project is set
to generate over 4000 –
5000 direct and indirect
jobs in state across manu-
facturing, logistics, mar-
keting, and distribution.
Furthermore, through its
dealership and regional
distribution models, the
company aimed to create
entrepreneurship and self-
employment opportunities,
strengthening local eco-
nomic participation.

Grandparents’ Day celebrated 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata, a city known for
its sensibilities recently
celebrated the ‘Grandpar-
ent’s Day with full enthusi-
asm.  M.P. Birla
Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School (MPBFHSS),
Behala, celebrated Grand-
parents’ Day with great joy
and enthusiasm. The vi-
brant event saw the partic-

ipation of grandparents of
students from LKG to Class
2. 
Active involvement of
grandparents in various
fun games with the chil-
dren rekindled their own
childhood memories. The
school’s CEO, S.K. Singh, &
Vice Principal, S. Roy-
chowdhury, were present
at the auspicious occasion.
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"Whenever a job is offered, the BJP 
is going to court to block it.": Mamata

CPI enters into seat sharing war with Cong, RJD

400 scientists were engaged during 
OPERATION SINDOOR: ISRO chief

Suman Ganguly, 
Jalpaiguri: The School 
Service Commission’s ex-
amination for recruiting 
teachers of classes 8 to 10 
has just concluded as per 
a court order, while the re-
cruitment test for classes 
11 to 12 is scheduled for 
September 14. Ahead of 
that, Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee addressed unem-
ployed teachers during her 
visit to North Bengal.

At an administrative 
meeting in Jalpaiguri, Ma-
mata alleged that employ-
ment generation in the state 
is being deliberately ob-
structed by the BJP. Along-
side the meeting, she also 
distributed land titles to tea 
garden workers.

Launching a sharp attack, 
Mamata said, “This par-
ty called BJP is preventing 

jobs. Teacher recruitment 
exams are on. Group C no-
tification has been issued. 
Thirty-five thousand notifi-

cations have already been 
released, another 21,000 
are ready. We are with you 
in the language of the law. 

But whenever we appoint, 
you go to court. Why to the 
court? Go to the polls. Ben-
gal does not accept defeat.”

She further asserted, 
“The more violence you in-
flict on Bengal, the more 
Bengal will advance. At-
tempts to hold us back will 
fail. During elections, they 
lure voters with money, or 
threaten with CAA and NRC. 
What kind of politics is this? 
I do not want such politics.”

Responding to opposition 
criticism of her government, 
Mamata asked, “Why do I 
have to bear such infamy? 
If anyone else were in my 
place, they would have left 
in shame. If I were not here, 
the looters would loot freely. 
Do you want Bengal to be-
come Gujarat? As long as I 
am here, I will say ‘Joy Ban-
gla’.”

MI News Service, New Delhi: 
More than 400 scientists worked 
round-the-clock to provide sup-
port using earth observation and 
communication satellites during 
Operation Sindoor, ISRO chairper-
son V Narayanan said. 

The space agency provided sat-
ellite data from its spacecraft for 

national security requirements, 
Narayanan said in his address at 
the 52nd National Management 
Convention of the All India Man-
agement Association (AIMA). 

"During Operation Sindoor, all 
satellites were working 24x7 per-
fectly, enabling all requirements," 
he said. "Over 400 scientists were 

working 24x7, full-time and all 
the satellites used for earth ob-
servation and communication 
were working perfectly during 
the mission," the ISRO chief 
added. 

The role of the space sector 
in armed conflicts came into 
sharp focus during Operation 
Sindoor, which saw extensive 

use of drones and loitering muni-
tions and tested the capabilities 
of air defence systems such as in-
digenously developed Akash Teer. 

According to Narayanan, ISRO 
has completed 7,700 ground tests 
under the Gaganyaan project that 
plans to achieve India's maid-
en human spaceflight by 2027. 
Besides, 2,300 more tests are 
planned under the project before 
carrying out the human space-
flight. Under the Gaganyaan proj-
ect, ISRO plans to carry out three 
uncrewed missions, the first ex-
pected in December this year. 

This will be followed 
by two more unmanned 
missions. The space  

agency has secured approvals 
for carrying out two crewed 
missions under the Gaganyaan 
project. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has tasked ISRO with 
setting up India's own space 
station by 2035 and landing an 
Indian astronaut on the moon 

by 2040. 

MI News Service, Patna: As-
serting that the CPI was "a force to 
reckon with in Bihar", its general 
secretary D Raja hoped that senior 
alliance partners - the RJD and the 
Congress - would offer the party a 
"reasonable" number of seats in 
the upcoming assembly elections.
Talking to reporters on the side-
lines of the party’s 25th state con-

ference here on Monday, Raja cited 
the CPI's "organisational strength 
and ability to transfer votes" to de-
fend the stance that the Left outfit 
should get "twice, thrice or even 
four times" the number of seats 
this time, compared with 2020 
when it had fought only six.

"We have conveyed our 
wish, informally, to Lalu 

Prasad (RJD president) and 
Tejashwi Yadav. Other par-
ties are demanding a greater 
share this time. So, the RJD 

and the Congress must be re-
alistic and grant CPI a share 
that does not undermine its 
presence in Bihar," he said.

Legal Notice
ALREADY PURCHASED 

LAND : 2Cottah
With regard to Mutation 
of a Land I SMT. MITHU  
NAYAK S/O- Late Karttick Nayak  
Resident of Chowbaga School 
Road, P.O.-Chowbaga, P.S.- 
Anandapur, Kolkata–700105,  
W.B. had purchased a land/ 
property schedule stated  
below from power of attorney  
Holder Sri Dilip Kumar Mondal 
S/O – Late Bhim Chandra Mondal  
POA Number 00304/2011  
Appointed by Sombari Mondal, 
Deed Number I- 01744/ 2015dt. 
04/03/ 2015.
If anybody has any objection 
on mutation of said land / 
Property , please inform  
office of BL & LRO , Kolkata, KMC  
Building, Room 328, 5, S. N.  
Banerjee Road, Kolkata 
700013, in writing or over email  
bllroatm@gmail.com, Within 
one month from the date of this  
advertisement, land schedule 
Mouza – Chowbaga, JL. No – 3, 
R.S. Khatian–109, L.R. Khatian 
– 218, R.S. & L.R. Dag No – 245,  
land measuring is about 02  
Cottahs.

Dilip Das Advocate, 
Alipore Police Court, 

Kolkata - 700027  
M-9163180166

Human Resource Development Programme
The Coir Board Sub-Regional Office, Kolkata is organizing a Two-Day Human  
Resource Development (HRD) Programme for coir workers and prospective entrepreneurs  
interested in coir-based industries. The programme will be held from 12th to 13th  
September 2025 at the Training Hall of Barakhankri Gram Panchayat Office, Village 
Murakati, Post Office Bachhurkhoard, Police Station Nayagram, District Jhargram, West 
Bengal, Pin - 721143.
Interested individuals are requested to report for registration on 12th September 2025 
at 10:00 AM at the venue. Participants must bring a photocopy of their Aadhaar Card 
and bank account details. The number of seats is limited to 50 and will be filled on a  
first-come, first-served basis.

CBC 25131/12/0016/2526
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LOS ANGELES [US] : A study suggest-
ed that a new type of cell therapy may
improve the prognosis of patients criti-
cally unwell with acute respiratory dis-
tress syndrome (ARDS) caused by
severe COVID-19.

Professor Justin Stebbing of Anglia
Ruskin University (ARU) is a joint sen-
ior author of a new study published in
the journal Nature Communications
that looks into the usage of agenT-797,
MiNKTherapeutic's allogeneic, unmod-
ified invariant natural killer T (iNKT)
cell therapy.

The iNKT cell therapy has the effect
of rescuing depleted T cells and induc-
ing an anti-inflammatory cytokine
response, perhaps activating antiviral
immunity to assist these patients fight
infection while also reducing severe,
pathogenic inflammation of the lung.

The new research was carried out
at three medical centres and found
that agenT-797, which is also under
investigation in cancer trials, could be
manufactured rapidly, had a tolerable
safety profile and appeared to have a
positive effect on mortality among crit-
ically unwell COVID-19 ARDS patients
receiving intensive care.

The exploratory trial included 20
mechanically ventilated patients with
severe ARDS secondary to Covid-19. Of
the 20 patients in the trial, 14 survived
(70 per cent) at 30 days (compared to a
control group of 10 per cent), and
there was an 80 per cent lower occur-
rence of bacterial pneumonia amongst
those who received the highest dosage
of agenT-797, compared to those who
received fewer cells.

Twenty-one patients were treated
overall (the main trial, plus one under
compassionate use), which included
five who were also receiving veno-
venous extracorporeal membrane oxy-
genation (VV-ECMO), known as 'the
most aggressive salvage therapy' for
critically ill patients with ARDS. In VV-

ECMO, deoxygenated blood is pumped
through a membrane lung and
returned to the body via a cannula.

This trial is believed to be the first
immune cell therapy of any type to be
used in critically unwell patients
undergoing VV-ECMO. Survival of the
VV-ECMO cohort was 80 per cent after
30 and 90 days, and 60 per cent after
120 days. This compares favourably to
the overall survival of 51 per cent for
patients with Covid-19 who were treat-
ed with just VV-ECMO at the same
institution, during the same timeframe.

Joint senior author Justin Stebbing,
Professor of Biomedical Sciences at
Anglia Ruskin University (ARU) in
Cambridge, England, said, "During this
small, exploratory study we observed
that MiNK'siNKT cell treatment, which
is also being advanced for people with
cancer, triggered an anti-inflammatory
response in ARDS patients.

"Despite a poor prognosis, critically
ill patients treated with this therapy
showed favourable mortality rates and

those treated at the highest dose also
had reduced rates of pneumonia,
underscoring the potential application
of iNKT cells, and agenT-797 in partic-
ular, in treating viral diseases and
infections more broadly.

"AgenT-797 was manufactured
rapidly and as opposed to using
patients' cells, it is 'off-the-shelf' and
made from healthy donors' cells. The
potential of this therapy to be used
across a number of severe infections
warrants randomised controlled tri-
als."

Dr Marc van Dijk, Chief Scientific
Officer at MiNK and co-author of the
study said, "These published findings
reinforce the unique power and poten-
tial of iNKT cells to mitigate severe
acute respiratory distress.

"The data demonstrate agenT-
797's encouraging survival benefit,
ability to help clear secondary infec-
tions, and tolerable administration in
ventilated patients and those on VV-
ECMO support." 

Zurich[Switzerland], February 7 (ANI): Chronic
stress has far-reaching effects on our bodies.
Many stress-related psychiatric diseases,
including depression, are linked to immune
system abnormalities. However, the basic
mechanisms governing how these alterations
influence the brain remain largely unclear.

Enzyme from immune cells in the blood
affects nerves in the brain

An international research team led by the
University of Zurich (UZH), and the University
Hospital of Psychiatry Zurich (PUK) and the
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, New
York, has now uncovered a novel mechanism.
"We were able to show that stress increases
the amount of the matrix metalloproteinase-8
(MMP-8), an enzyme in the blood of mice. The
same changes were found in patients with
depression," says first author FlurinCathomas.
MMP-8 travels from the blood to the brain,
where it alters the functioning of certain neu-
rons. In the affected mice, this leads to behav-
ioral changes: they withdraw and avoid social
contact.

Potential for new treatments for depression
According to Cathomas, the findings are

novel in two respects: "Firstly, they indicate a
new 'body-mind mechanism', which might be
relevant not only for stress-related mental ill-
ness, but also for other diseases that affect
both the immune and nervous systems." And
secondly, says the psychiatrist, identification of
the specific MMP-8 protein could be a potential
starting point to develop new treatments for
depression.

Changes to brain extracellular matrix
The researchers were able to use animal

models to show that stress increases the

migration of a specific type of white blood cells
called monocytes into the vascular system of
the brain, particularly into the reward center
regions. These monocytes produce MMP-8.

MMP-8 is involved in the restructuring and
regulation of the net-like frame that surrounds
neurons in the brain - called the extracellular
matrix. "If MMP-8 penetrates the brain tissue

from the blood, it changes the matrix structure
and thus disrupts the functioning of the neu-
rons. Mice who are affected by this process dis-
play changes in behavior that are similar to
those seen in humans with depression," says
FlurinCathomas.

In order to prove that MMP-8 was really
responsible for the behavioural changes, the
researchers removed the MMP-8 gene from
some of the mice. Compared to the control
mice, these animals did not display stress-
related negative behavioral changes. "Blood
analyses of patients with depression indicate
that the findings from the mouse models are
also relevant for humans: both the monocytes
and MMP-8 were increased in the blood of peo-
ple with depression in comparison to healthy
participants."

Clinical studies with patients planned
Many more studies are needed before the

results can be implemented in clinical practice.
Nevertheless, says Cathomas, "our work once
again demonstrates the importance of the
interaction between the immune system and
the brain in the development of psychiatric dis-
orders. These insights are already being incor-
porated into psychiatric treatment today." On
the PUK's special ward for integrative care led
by Cathomas, the clinicians take a holistic
mind-body approach based on the latest scien-
tific findings when treating their patients.

The research team is now planning clinical
studies to investigate the extent to which the
immune system can be influenced by stimulat-
ing certain areas of the brain. They will also
look at whether any changes in the immune
system cells of depressive patients influence
their behaviour.

Stress effects brain, psyche through immune system: Study

LOS ANGELES [US] : According
to a study published today in the
Journal of the American College
of Cardiology, bariatric surgery
is more effective at controlling
hypertension rates, or high
blood pressure, in people with
obesity and uncontrolled high
blood pressure, than blood
pressure medication alone.

People who had bariatric
surgery had a lower BMI and
were on fewer drugs after five
years while maintaining normal
blood pressure levels than those
who solely used antihyperten-
sive medications.

According to the CDC, the
U.S. obesity and hypertension
rates in adults are 41.9 per cent
and 45.4 per cent, respectively.

Obesity is a proven risk fac-
tor for cardiovascular disease
and a key contributor to high
blood pressure, both of which
can increase the chance of a
heart attack, stroke, and heart
failure.

"In clinical practice, obesity
is an overlooked condition. As a
consequence, there is a fre-
quent failure in approaching
obesity as a crucial step for mit-
igating the risk of important
cardiovascular risk factors
including hypertension," said
Carlos Aurelio Schiavon, MD,
FACS, lead author of the study
and a surgeon specializing in
bariatric surgery at Heart
Hospital and BP Hospital in Sao
Paulo.

Researchers in this study
looked at the impact of treating
obesity to lower high blood
pressure. While there are new
medications to treat obesity,
long-term adherence to medica-
tion can be challenging.

This study looks at bariatric
surgery as a better long-term
solution to control obesity and,
as a result, high blood pressure.

The GATEWAY trial included
100 people (76 per cent of
which were female) who had a
body mass index (BMI) of
around 36.9 kg/m2. All partici-
pants had hypertension and
were using at least two medica-
tions.

People with previous cardio-
vascular events and poorly con-

trolled Type 2 diabetes were
excluded. Subjects were
assigned to either Roux-en-Y
gastric bypass with medical
therapy or medial therapy alone
and the primary outcome was
reduction of at least 30 per cent
antihypertensive medications
while maintaining blood pres-
sure levels less than 140/90
mmHg at five years.

At five years, BMI was 28.01
Kg/m2 for those who received
bariatric surgery and 36.40
Kg/m2 for those on medical
therapy alone. People who had
bariatric surgery had an 80.7
per cent reduction in the num-
ber of medications they were
taking compared to a 13.7 per
cent reduction in those only
using medical therapy.

Hypertension remission,
defined as controlled blood
pressure without medications,
was 46.9 per cent in those who
underwent bariatric surgery
compared to 2.4 per cent in
those on medical therapy alone.

"Our results underscore the
importance of approaching obe-
sity in reducing hypertension
rates," Schiavon said.

Limitations of the study
included that it was a single-
centre, open-label study with a
small sample size and there was
loss of follow-up in some
patients.

In an accompanying editori-
al comment, Michael Hall, MD,
MSc, professor and chair of the
Department of Medicine at the
University of Mississippi
Medical Center, said the study
provides important long-term
data on the benefits of gastric
bypass on weight loss and blood
pressure control, but questions
remain.

"Further studies assessing
the threshold for bariatric sur-
gery in people with obesity, opti-
mal timing of bariatric surgery
in obese people with car-
diometabolic diseases, type of
bariatric surgery and compara-
tive studies of obesity pharma-
cotherapies and bariatric sur-
gery are needed to clarify the
optimal treatment pathways for
this common and growing dis-
ease," he said. 

Weight loss surgery is more
effective in controlling
hypertension rates: Study

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Males born to obese
mothers are more likely to be overweight at birth
and suffer metabolic issues later in life, such as
liver disease or diabetes.

The way that male sex hormones activate path-
ways in the developing liver is partly to blame.

That's the finding from a new study led by
University of South Australia (UniSA) researchers
looking at the impact of maternal obesity on fetal
liver androgen signalling.

Male fetuses of obese pregnant women have
different signals that are activated by male sex
hormones in the liver, which encourages them to
prioritise growth at the expense of their health.

UniSA researcher Dr Ashley Meakin says
androgens give men their male characteristics and
are crucial in their development, but if there are
too many, male fetuses grow too large, causing not
only problems at birth, but impacting liver function
as an adult.

Female fetuses exposed to excess testosterone
from an obese pregnancy are wired to switch off
the androgen pathway in the liver, restricting their
growth and lowering the risks of metabolic disor-
ders in adulthood.

"We know there are sex differences in metabol-
ic disorders in later life in response to maternal
obesity," DrMeakin says.

"Men are more prone to non-alcohol fatty liver
diseases and diabetes as an adult if their mother is
obese during pregnancy and their birth weight is
above 4 kg (9 lb 15 oz).

"They are genetically wired to prioritise andro-
gens because it supports the development of male
characteristics - including size - but too much
androgen is bad."

Study lead author Professor Janna Morrison,
Head of the Early Origins of Adult Health Research
Group at UniSA, says it's a fine balance for women
getting the right nutrition in pregnancy to ensure
optimal conditions for their unborn child to flour-
ish.

"There are also risks for offspring being mal-
nourished during pregnancy," she says. "If you are
too little, too big, born too early, or a male, you are
more vulnerable to negative outcomes later in life.
You need the Goldilocks pregnancy: you must be
the right size, born at the right time."

Prof Morrison says unless society changes its
approach to nutrition, it will be an uphill battle to
reduce obesity and associated health issues, from
the womb into adulthood.

"As a society, we urgently need to address obe-
sity. If children were taught early on about the
importance of healthy eating, it would carry
through into adulthood, including during pregnan-
cy, where the right nutrition is so important."

DrMeakin says in the intervening period, sup-
plements that address nutritional imbalances in
pregnancy could provide the fetus with the best
chance of optimal development.

The liver androgen signalling study, recently
published in Life Sciences, is among a series of
studies by Prof Morrison and colleagues that inves-
tigates the impact of maternal under- and over-
nutrition on the placenta, heart, lung, and liver. 

Males born to
obese moms more
likely to develop
health issues as
adults: Research

New type of cell therapy shows
promise for ARDS patients

In order to prove that MMP-8 was really responsible for the behavioural changes, the
researchers removed the MMP-8 gene from some of the mice. Compared to the control
mice, these animals did not display stress-related negative behavioral changes. "Blood
analyses of patients with depression indicate that the findings from the mouse models are
also relevant for humans: both the monocytes and MMP-8 were increased in the blood of
people with depression in comparison to healthy participants."

PATNA : Polycystic ovary syndrome or
PCOS is one of the widespread causes of
infertility among women. The hormonal
condition affects an estimated 8-13% of
women belonging to the reproductive age
worldwide and of all up to 70% of cases
remain undiagnosed, as per the World
Health Organisation (WHO). 

Due to hormonal imbalance, women
suffering from PCOS do not ovulate on time
or may not ovulate at all. As a result, track-
ing their ovulation cycle becomes difficult,
making it challenging for them to get preg-
nant. To all the women battling the condi-
tion, IVF offers hope and a pathway to
achieve motherhood. 

IVF embraces a holistic approach when
treating fertility. It does not only focus on
using technology, but also emphasises on
the importance of maintaining a healthy
lifestyle. In some women battling with
PCOS, making some moderate changes in
their daily habits alone can increase the
chances of getting pregnant. 

Ovarian stimulation is another impor-
tant step in an assisted reproductive tech-
nique that corrects ovulation problems,
thereby increasing the chances of concep-

tion for women. In this advanced technolo-
gy, external medication in the form of injec-

tions is administered to the patient to con-
trol the formation of eggs and then release

them from the ovaries at the right time.
Talking about the same, Dr. Anupam
Kumari, IVF Specialist, Birla Fertility &
IVF, said, "IVF has revolutionized the
journey for women with PCOS, offering
a beacon of hope where traditional
methods may falter. By bypassing the
hormonal imbalances and irregular
ovulation that characterize PCOS, IVF
provides a tailored approach to concep-
tion. Through advanced techniques
such as controlled ovarian stimulation
and precise embryo transfer, we can
effectively address the unique chal-
lenges posed by PCOS. This personal-
ized treatment not only enhances the
likelihood of pregnancy but also
empowers women with the control and
confidence needed to achieve their
dreams of motherhood" 

Even during pregnancy, hormones
are controlled by medication, thereby
reducing the chances of hormonal
imbalance and pregnancy loss in early
pregnancy. This makes IVF an excellent
option for women dealing with PCOS.
Additionally, IVF offers a higher chance
of getting pregnant with lower risks.

How IVF offers hope to women
battling PCOS to conceive

Even during pregnancy, hormones are controlled by medica-
tion, thereby reducing the chances of hormonal imbalance and
pregnancy loss in early pregnancy. This makes IVF an excellent
option for women dealing with PCOS. Additionally, IVF offers a

higher chance of getting pregnant with lower risks.



Kolkata, Thursday
11 September 2025

Cabinet approves construction of 
4-lane greenfield access-controlled 

Mokama-Munger section

Railways In Mizoram Mark Not Just 
A Journey, But A Validation

Cabinet approves doubling of 
Bhagalpur – Dumka – Rampurhat 

single railway line section (177 Km)

MIN OF EDUCATION showcases 50 Yrs Of excellence 

Eastern Railway organised seminar to promote 
SBI salary package benefits for railway employees

Intensive Cleaning 
Drive Under 

Swachhata Abhiyan

ECoR Organizes 
Employee Participa-
tion Forum (PREM) 

Meeting

ED arrests 
Karnataka Cong 
MLA Satish Sail 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    A Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed on 1st 
September 2025 between 
Indian Railways (IR) and 
the State Bank of India 
(SBI). To promote aware-
ness about the key benefits 
of this MoU among Railway 
employees, Eastern Rail-
way, in association with 
SBI (High Court Branch), 
organized a seminar today 
at Udisha Auditorium Hall, 
Eastern Railway Head-
quarters, Fairlie Place. 

The seminar was attend-
ed by a large number of 
Railway officers and staff. 
A detailed PowerPoint pre-
sentation was made by of-
ficials of SBI highlighting 
the benefits of the SBI Sal-
ary Package.

Under this MoU, en-
hanced insurance cover-
age has been introduced 
for Railway employees 
maintaining salary ac-
counts with SBI:

Accidental Death Insur-
ance: Up to ₹110 lakh

Air Accidental Insur-

ance: Up to ₹2.6 crore
Permanent Total Dis-

ability: Up to ₹100 lakh
Permanent Partial Dis-

ability: Up to ₹80 lakh
Natural Death Insur-

ance: ₹10 lakh (without 
premium payment or 
medical examination, ex-
clusively for Railway em-
ployees holding SBI salary 
accounts)

In addition, the SBI Sal-
ary Package offers several 
other unique features such 
as:

Term Life Insurance up 
to ₹10 lakh

Debit Card with no An-
nual fees with free unlimit-
ed transaction at SBI ATM 
across India

Free auto sweep for 
higher interest and many 
more employee-centric 
benefits.

This collaboration aims 
to provide significant fi-
nancial security and wel-
fare benefits to Railway 
employees, reinforcing 
the strong partnership be-
tween Indian Railways and 
the State Bank of India.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Howrah Division, Eastern 
Railway, continues its com-
mitment towards maintaining 
a clean and hygienic environ-
ment under the ongoing Swa-
chhata Abhiyan. An intensive 
cleaning drive was conducted 
across key locations, includ-
ing Rampurhat, Bandel, How-
rah, and Srirampur stations, 
ensuring a spotless and pas-
senger-friendly atmosphere.

The drive focused on deep 
cleaning of canteens, food 
stalls/plazas, station premis-
es, utensils, and surrounding 
areas. Special attention was 
given to garbage disposal and 
overall sanitation, ensuring 
improved hygiene standards 
for passengers and railway 
employees alike.

This massive cleanliness 
initiative witnessed the ac-
tive participation of railway 
staff, housekeeping teams, 
and other workers, reflecting 
the collective effort and com-
mitment towards making sta-
tions cleaner, safer, and more 
welcoming.

Eastern Railway reaffirms 
its dedication to providing 
passengers with a clean, 
healthy, and comfortable 
travel experience while con-
tributing to the vision of a 
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:   As part of 
the initiative to encourage 
employees’ participation in 
management, East Coast Rail-
way (ECoR) organized a PREM 
(Participation of Railway 
Employees in Management) 
meeting today at its Head-
quarters, Rail Sadan. The 
meeting saw active involve-
ment from representatives of 
recognized Trade Unions and 
various associations.

The PREM forum, which 
is unique to the Indian Rail-
ways, reflects the organiza-
tion’s tradition of fostering 
harmonious and constructive 
industrial relations. Chairing 
the meeting, ECoR General 
Manager Shri Parmeshwar 
Funkwal highlighted the sig-
nificance of collective efforts 
in strengthening and improv-
ing railway operations.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Additional General 
Manager Shri B. S. K. Rajku-
mar and the Principal Heads 
of Departments of ECoR. The 
session was coordinated by 
Deputy General Manager Shri 
K. K. Khadanga.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi/Bengaluru:   The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
has arrested Karnataka Con-
gress MLA Satish Krishna 
Sail in a money laundering 
case linked to alleged illegal 
iron ore export in the state, 
official sources said.

The 59-year-old legislator 
from the Karwar Assembly 
seat in Uttara Kannada was 
taken into custody late Tues-
day night following his ques-
tioning at the federal probe 
agency's Bengaluru zonal 
office, the sources said.

He was produced before 
a special court on Tuesday 
that sent him to one-day 
custody of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED). He will be 
produced before the court 
again on Wednesday where 
the agency will seek for his 
fresh custodial remand, the 
sources said.

Sail is the second Congress 
MLA to be arrested by the ED 
over the last few weeks. Late 
last month, the agency had 
arrested Chitradurga MLA 
K C Veerendra 'Puppy' in an 
alleged illegal betting linked 
money laundering case.

MI News Service, Delhi: 
The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs chaired by 
the Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi today has ap-
proved the Construction of 
4-lane greenfield access-con-
trolled Mokama-Munger sec-
tion of the Buxar-Bhagalpur 
High-Speed Corridor Bihar 
on Hybrid Annuity Mode 
(HAM) with a total project 
length of 82.400 km and 
Total Capital Cost of Rs. 
4447.38 crore.

The section passes through 
or provides connectivity to 
important regional cities 

such as Mokama, Barahiya, 
Lakhisarai, Jamalpur, Mung-
er connecting to Bhagalpur, 
as indicated in the map at 
Annexure-I.

The Munger–Jamal-
pur-Bhagalpur belt in East-
ern Bihar is emerging as a 
key industrial region focus-
ing on ordinance factory 
(Existing gun factory and 1 
more proposed as part of 
Ordnance Factory Corridor 
by M/o Defence), locomotive 
workshop (in Jamalpur), 
food processing (e.g., ITC in 
Munger) and related logis-
tics & warehousing hubs. 

Bhagalpur stands out as a 
textile and logistics hub, led 
by Bhagalpuri silk (details 
of proposed textile ecosys-
tem in Bhagalpur. Barahiya 
is emerging as a region for 
food packaging, processing 
and agro-warehousing. The 
increased economic activity 
in the region is expected to 
drive up the freight move-
ment and the traffic on the 
Mokama-Munger section in 
the future.

The 4-lane access-con-
trolled corridor with close 
tolling, supporting average 
vehicular speeds of 80 km/h 

with design speed of 100 
km/h will reduce the overall 
travel time to approximately 
1.5 hours, while offering saf-
er, faster, and uninterrupted 
connectivity for both passen-
ger and freight vehicles.

The proposed project with 
82.40 km will generate about 
14.83 lakh man-days of di-
rect employment and 18.46 
lakh man-days of indirect 
employment. The project 
will also induce additional 
employment opportunities 
due to increase in economic 
activity in the vicinity of the 
proposed corridor.

MI News Service, Delhi: 
The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs chaired 
by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi today has 
approved the doubling of 
Bhagalpur – Dumka - Ram-
purhat single railway line 
Section (177 km) in Bihar, 
Jharkhand and West Bengal 
with total cost of Rs.3,169 
crore (approx.).

The enhanced line capac-
ity will improve mobility, 
providing enhanced effi-
ciency and service reliabil-
ity for Indian Railways. The 
multi-tracking proposal will 
ease operations and reduce 
congestion, providing the 
much-required infrastruc-
tural development on the 

busiest sections across In-
dian Railways. The projects 
are in line with the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modiji’s vision of a New 
India which will make peo-
ple of the region “Atman-
irbhar” by way of compre-
hensive development in the 
area which will enhance 
their employment/ self-em-
ployment opportunities.

The projects are planned 
on PM-Gati Shakti Nation-
al Master Plan with focus 
on enhancing multi-modal 
connectivity & logistic effi-
ciency through integrated 
planning and stakeholder 
consultations. These proj-
ects will provide seamless 
connectivity for movement 

of people, goods, and ser-
vices.

The project covering five 
Districts in three states i.e. 
Bihar, Jharkhand and West 
Bengal will increase the 
existing network of Indian 
Railways by about 177 Kms.

Project section also pro-
vides rail connectivity to 
prominent destinations 
such as Deoghar (Baba 
Baidyanath Dham), Tara-
pith (Shakti Peeth) etc. at-
tracting pilgrims and tour-
ists from across the country.

Multi-tracking projects 
will enhance connectivity 
to approx. 441 villages and 
about 28.72 lakh popula-
tion and three Aspirational 
Districts (Banka, Godda and 

Dumka).
This is an essential route 

for transportation of com-
modities such as coal, ce-
ment, fertilizers, bricks and 
stones etc. The capacity 
augmentation works will 
result in additional freight 
traffic of magnitude 15 
MTPA (Million Tonnes Per 
Annum). The Railways be-
ing environment friendly 
and energy efficient mode 
of transportation, will help 
both in achieving climate 
goals and minimizing lo-
gistics cost of the country, 
reduce oil import (5 Crore 
Litres) and lower CO2 emis-
sions (24 Crore Kg) which is 
equivalent to plantation of 1 
(One) Crore trees.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Board of 
Practical Training, East-
ern Region (BOPT -ER) 
successfully celebrated 
Regional Apprenticeship 
Day recently in Kolkata. 
This event aimed to rec-
ognize and honor the re-
markable contributions 
of apprentices and estab-
lishments in skill develop-
ment under the National 
Apprenticeship Training 
Scheme (NATS).

The Chief Guest graced 
the occasion, was Baidy-
anath Yadav Retd. IAS, 
Advisor, Education De-
partment, Govt. of Bihar, 

R.N. Lahiri, Director, Tata 
International Batanagar, 
Prof. Dilip Kumar Baidya, 
Director, NIT-Silchar 
alongside other esteemed 
guests.

For over 50 years, 
BOPT(ER) has been a 
cornerstone in the East-
ern Region, facilitating 
apprenticeship training 
to freshly graduated stu-
dents and diploma hold-
ers across more than 
3,000 establishments. 
BOPT(ER) mission has 
been to develop skilled 
manpower, making grad-
uates more employable 
in today’s modern job 
market. In the FY 2024-
25, the Board of Practical 
Training (Eastern Region) 
BOPT(ER) has set new 
standards in skill devel-
opment by training over 
133,836 apprentices and 
disbursing more than 
Rs.264 crore in stipends.

“The success of Re-
gional Apprenticeship 
Day 2025 is a testament 
to the collective effort of 
our partner institutions, 
industries, and apprentic-

es.” said Dr. S.M. Ejaz Ah-
mad, Director, BOPT(ER).

Siddharth Ray from Tata 
Steel was selected the Ap-
prentice Of The Year while 
Oil India Limited, Assam 

was recognised as the Es-
tablishment Of The Year 
and NSHM Knowledge 
Campus, Durgapur, West 
Bengal received the Insti-
tution Of The Year award.

Jaya Verma Sinha
ExChairman Railway Board 
As India’s sunrise states of 
the Northeast wake up to 
the dawn of rail connec-
tivity, the newly laid Bair-
abi-Sairang Rail Line pre-
pares to fold Aizawl into 
the Railways’ network. The 
line extends from Bairabi, 
which previously served 
as a railhead near the As-
sam-Mizoram border, to 
Sairang, a town just 18 kms 
from the state capital, Aiza-
wl.

This 51-km new line 
winds its way through the 
lush Lushai (Mizo) Hills, 
traversing deep valleys, 
steep hills, and dense bam-
boo forests. The 45-tunnel, 
55 – major bridges line, 
which boasts the second 
tallest pier bridge in the 
country (taller than the Qu-
tubMinar of height 114 me-
ters), now links Capital of 
Mizoram, the land of whis-
pering winds, to the nation-
al railway grid.

The challenging topology, 
landslide-prone zones, and 
difficult climatic conditions, 
defined by heavy and pro-
longed monsoons, required 
the Railways to channel its 
finest engineering prowess 
to execute the project.

The newly constructed 

railway link is set to change 
life in Mizoram. Until now, 
the state’s hilly terrain made 
access slow and arduous, 
making goods expensive 
and travel time-consuming. 
With the completion of the 
51.38-km line, travel time 
between Kolasib and Aiza-
wl district will be cut by 
more than half. This means 
better access to affordable 
essentials, new jobs, and 
business opportunities, and 
easier movement for every-
one. For entrepreneurs, it 
opens up bigger markets. 
For families, it brings the 
joy of staying better con-
nected with loved ones 
across the country.

A Corridor To Nature And 
Culture

More than just a trans-
port corridor, this rail link 
heralds a new chapter of 
growth and connectivity 
for Mizoram. Beyond facil-
itating trade and business, 
it will showcase the state's 
emerald valleys and lush 
green hills to the world, of-
fering visitors a gateway to 
its rich cultural heritage, 
warm hospitality, and vi-
brant traditions.

Mizoram's beauty lies 
in its abundant natu-
ral landscapes, including 
dense forests, rolling hills, 

picturesque valleys, and 
crystal-clear streams and 
waterfalls, earning it the 
nicknames "Land of the 
Highlanders" and "Land 
of the Blue Mountains". 
The state is a biodiversity 
hotspot, home to diverse 
flora and fauna, alongside 
a rich tribal culture known 
for its music, dance, and 
handicrafts. The state is 
also gaining recognition as 
a budding adventure tour-
ism destination.

The Mizoram govern-
ment and the Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism 
Corporation Ltd. (IRCTC), a 
'Navratna' listed company 
under Ministry of Railways 
signed a two-year Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) in August 2025 to 
harness the tourism poten-
tial of this rail connectivity. 
Curated tourism packages, 
dovetailed with access to 
the state’s tourism infra-
structure, are central to this 
collaboration. IRCTC plans 
to run special tourist trains 
under its “Discover NE Be-
yond Guwahati” initiative, 
building a budget-friendly, 
sustainable, and eco-friend-
ly tourism model.

Geo-strategic Bridge
Mizoram’s pivotal loca-

tion, bordering both Ban-

gladesh and Myanmar, 
places it at the centre of 
India’s “Look East Policy” 
and “Neighbourhood First 
Policy”. Rail accessibility 
means that trade, domestic 
as well as cross-border, is 
poised for a leap. Planned 
extensions of rail and road 
networks could potentially 
position Mizoram as a tran-
sit hub between India and 
Southeast Asia. This is es-
pecially relevant in the cur-
rent climate of geopolitical 
challenges.

Whispering Winds of 
Change

Beyond the economic and 
logistical implications, the 
arrival of the Railways in 
Aizawl is deeply emotional. 
For the Mizo people, it is a 
validation of their place in 
the broader national narra-
tive, a signal that they are 
very much at the heart of 
India’s aspirations.

With the new rail link 
inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Mizoram celebrates not just 
the completion of a railway 
project, but the realisation 
of a long-cherished dream, 
a testament to the fact that 
no terrain is too tough and 
no vision too ambitious 
when pursued with dedica-
tion and steely resolve.

Under the initiative of CM Mamata Banerjee, a cheque distribution programme was organized at 
Rishra Bhawan, Rishra, for Durga Puja Committees under the Serampore Sub-Division.
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Women's Hockey Asia Cup 2025: India sails to 4-2 win in first Super 4s fixture
HANGZHOU [CHINA] : The Indian
women's hockey team kicked off their
Super4s campaign at the Women's Asia
Cup 2025 in style, registering a solid 4-2
victory against Korea in Hangzhou on
Wednesday.

Goals from Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
Sangita Kumari, Lalremsiami, and
Rutuja Dadaso Pisal powered India to a
commanding win, as the side combined
attacking flair with disciplined defending
to start the crucial stage of the tourna-
ment on a winning note. For Korea,
Yujin Kim netted a brace.

India made a dream start, winning a
penalty corner within the opening two
minutes of the match. From the set-
piece, injector Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke
(2') pounced on a rebound after Udita's
stinging strike was blocked by Korean
goalkeeper Seoyeon Lee, calmly slotting
the ball home to hand India the early
advantage. With the lead secured, the

Indians focused on controlling posses-
sion and stringing together quick passes
to keep Korea on the back foot.

The plan proved effective, as India
continued to mount pressure and earned
a couple more penalty corners towards
the latter stages of the first quarter.
However, they were unable to make the
most of those opportunities, heading into
the break with a slender 1-0 cushion.

The second quarter saw India main-
tain their dominance, enjoying the
majority share of possession and consis-
tently pushing forward with purposeful
attacks into the Korean circle. They test-
ed the opposition goalkeeper with a cou-
ple of sharp attempts on goal, only to be
denied. Korea, however, managed to
carve out a chance of their own late in
the quarter, earning a penalty corner
with less than four minutes to go. But
Indian goalkeeper Bichu Devi Kharibam
rose to the occasion, pulling off a fine

save to preserve her side's narrow
advantage as the first half ended with
India leading 1-0.

Intending to bounce back in the
match, Korea began the third quarter on

an aggressive note. Still, India counter-
attacked, which helped them score their
second goal of the match as Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal dribbled past three defend-
ers inside the D area and made a pass to

Sangita Kumari (33'), who netted the
ball in without much difficulty as she
was left unmarked in front of goal.
However, Korea were quick to pull one
back as Yujin Kim (33') converted a
penalty corner.

Despite conceding, India stuck to
their attacking approach, constantly
probing Korea's defence with sharp for-
ays into the circle. 

Their persistence paid off in the 40th
minute when Lalremsiami produced a
clinical finish, her well-placed strike
leaving the opposition defence and goal-
keeper stunned.

Buoyed by the two-goal cushion,
India tightened their grip on the game,
looking composed across all depart-
ments. The defence, in particular, stood
tall, snuffing out any potential threats
from Korea as the third quarter closed
with India firmly in control at 3-1.

The fourth quarter saw Korea resort

to long aerial passes in a desperate
attempt to claw its way back. Their per-
sistence eventually paid off when Yujin
Kim (53') struck her second goal of the
game, once again converting from a
penalty corner to narrow the deficit. The
goal briefly put India under pressure,
but the team responded with swift
counter-attacks to regain control.

Their resilience was rewarded in the
dying moments when Rutuja Dadaso
Pisal (59') sealed the contest. Much like
India's opener, Korea failed to clear after
dragflicker Udita's attempt was blocked
by goalkeeper Seoyeon Lee, and Rutuja
reacted brilliantly, diving to her right to
smash home the rebound. Her strike
ensured India wrapped up a command-
ing 4-2 victory in their first Super4s Pool
encounter.

ndia will next play against hosts
China on September 11 in their second
match of the Super4s Pool. 

DUBAI [UAE] : England quick
Jofra Archer climbed to a career-
best ranking of third spot in the
latest ICC ODI Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

England fast bowler collected
eight scalps for the series that
included a wonderful spell of 4/18
in the series finale at
Southampton, and he was duly

rewarded by climbing 16 spots to
move to third overall on the
updated rankings for ODI bowlers,
as per ICC. Archer took back-to-
back four-fers in the series and
also completed his 150 interna-
tional wickets.

Archer trails number one-
ranked ODI bowler Keshav
Maharaj by only 26 rating points,

with the South Africa spinner
maintaining his place at the top of
the rankings following eight
scalps of his own across the series
against England.

Archer's teammate Adil Rashid
improves seven spots to eighth on
the same list for ODI bowlers,
while England trio Joe Root (up
five places to 19th), Jos Buttler (up
seven rungs to 35th) and Jacob
Bethell (up 56 spots to 65th) all
make ground in the rankings for
ODI batters, with all these three
batters contributing significant
runs in the series, with Root and
Bethell getting a century each
alongside a fifty and Buttler
secured two half-centuries.

Pakistan's victorious tri-series
squad have been the big winner in
the latest ICC Men's T20I Player
Rankings.

The Asian side cruised to a 75-
run victory over Afghanistan in
the final of the recent tri-series
that also featured hosts UAE, and
it was a group of their bowlers
that made the largest improve-
ments in the updated T20I rank-
ings.

Left-arm spinner Sufiyan
Muqeem rises seven places to

15th overall on the back of his
two-wicket haul in the final, pace
spearhead Shaheen Afridi jumps
four spots to 22nd, while leggie
Abrar Ahmed improved 39 spots
to equal 27th following six scalps
from two appearances at the
event.

It was fellow spinner
Mohammad Nawaz who was
adjudged Player of the Series for
his 10 wickets, and the left-armer
was rewarded by climbing 13
rungs to move to 30th overall on
the list for T20I bowlers that
remains headed by New Zealand
pacer Jacob Duffy.

Flashy Pakistan opener Fakhar
Zaman was also the big winner on
the latest rankings for T20I bat-
ters with the left-hander climbing
nine spots to 68th following 155
runs during the tri-series. At the
same time, Sri Lanka top-order
player Kusal Perera gains three
places to move to ninth following
his unbeaten half-century against
Zimbabwe in Harare.

Zimbabwe are boosted by the
recent performances of veteran
Sikandar Raza, who climbs three
places to fourth overall on the list
for T20I all-rounders following a

TUTICORIN (TAMIL NADU) :
''Kadal Kondattam 2025', one of
the country's most exciting ocean
sports festivals, is set to make
waves in the coastal city of
Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu, from
September 12 to 14, according to
a press release from Aqua
Outback.

The festival will showcase a
thrilling blend of adrenaline-
pumping ocean sports, interna-
tional participation, and the rich
cultural heritage of Tamil Nadu,
creating a one-of-a-kind celebra-
tion of the ocean. The competi-
tions will be spread across five
main disciplines - Stand-Up
Paddling (SUP), Kiteboarding,
Kitesurfing, Kayaking, and the
Beach Obstacle Race.

Organised by Aqua Outback,
under the leadership of former
National Kiteboarding Champion
Arjun Motha, and supported by
the Tamil Nadu Tourism and
Government of Tamil Nadu, the
festival will highlight the nation's
growing prominence in ocean-
based sports.

With the tagline "Where Ocean
Adventure Meets Tamil Heritage,"
the event seeks to position Tamil
Nadu as the country's premier
destination for multi-water
(ocean) sports while showcasing
India's capability to host large-
scale international sporting festi-
vals. Beyond the sporting action,
Kadal Kondattam 2025 is
designed to have a transformative
impact on the local economy and
coastal communities. The festival
will promote tourism, create new
livelihood opportunities, and
actively involve the fishermen
community of Tamil Nadu in the
ocean sports ecosystem. It will
also serve as a platform for rais-
ing awareness about ocean con-

servation and sustainable coastal
living.

The event has already generat-
ed tremendous interest, attracting
over 150 participants from India
and abroad. Athletes from
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, the Maldives,
and several other countries will
compete alongside Indian national
and local contenders.

Representing states such as
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala,
Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
and more, Indian athletes will also
be seen in action as they vie for
top honours. Each sport will fea-
ture categories for Juniors,
Seniors, and Open divisions in
both Men's and Women's sections,
ensuring inclusivity and opportu-
nities for emerging talent as well
as seasoned professionals.

Speaking about the festival,
Arjun Motha, Founder of Aqua
Outback and former National
Kiteboarding Champion, said as
quoted by the press release,
"Kadal Kondattam is more than
just a sports event, it is a celebra-
tion of our oceans, our culture,
and our community. We want the
world to see Tamil Nadu as the
heart of ocean adventure in India.
This event will inspire a new gen-
eration of athletes, welcome inter-
national participation, and create
an ecosystem where sports,
tourism, and sustainability thrive
together. We are deeply grateful to
Tamil Nadu Tourism and the
Government of Tamil Nadu for
their valuable support in making
this event possible. Their commit-
ment to promoting sports along
the state's coastlines is truly com-
mendable."

Kadal Kondattam 2025 is not
just about competitive sport; it
promises a vibrant cultural and
lifestyle experience for visitors. 

SRI LANKA UNVEIL
15-MEMBER SQUAD
FOR ODI WORLD
CUP, VETERAN
PRABODHANI
RETURNS
COLOMBO [SRI LANKA] : Sri
Lanka unveiled its 15-member
squad for the Women's ODI
World Cup, which is scheduled
to kick off on September 30.
The tournament will get
underway with the battle
between the hosts, India and
Sri Lanka, in Guwahati.

Veteran all-rounder
Chamari Athapaththu will con-
tinue to lead the side that
boasts a wealth of experience.
Harshitha Samarawickrama,
Nilakshika de Silva and
Anushka Sanjeewani will offer
Athapaththu plenty of support
with their expertise.

Seasoned left-arm seamer
Udeshika Prabodhani climbed
the ladder and returned after a
year-long injury layoff. The 39-
year-old donned the Sri
Lankan jersey during the
Women's T20 World Cup in
October last year. She is yet to
play a single ODI since the tour
of Ireland in August 2024.

She struggled with a per-
sistent hamstring injury, but
her return has fortified Sri
Lanka's pace battery, which
consists of 35-year-old Achini
Kulasuriya and 24-year-old
Malki Madara.

Imesha Dulani, a 23-year-
old batter who was dropped
for the home tri-series against
India and South Africa, has
returned to the fold. Teenagers
Rashmika Sewwandi and
Manudi Nanayakkara, batter
Hansima Karunaratne, and
spinner Inoshi Fernando were
not considered for the mix.

Dulani replaced 17-year-
old Nanayakkara in the squad
and is expected to serve the
role of the backup batter. In
the broader perspective, Sri
Lanka has a stable batting unit
comprising Perera, Vishmi
Gunaratne, Harshitha
Samarawickrama, Kavisha
Dilhari, Nilakshi de Silva,
Piumi Wathsala and Anushka
Sanjeewani.

Sri Lanka holds plenty of
ball tweakers who will play a
fundamental role on the sub-
continent's turning tracks.
Even after Inoshi's exclusion,
Dewmi Vihanga, Inoka
Ranaweera, and Sugandika
Kumari form a formidable spin
attack. All-rounders
Athapaththu and Dilhari can
roll their arms if the situation
demands it.

After commencing their
crusade against India, Sri
Lanka's next four games will
be on their home turf in
Colombo. They will then travel
to Navi Mumbai to take on
Bangladesh, before returning
home for their final league
game against Pakistan.

Sri Lanka squad: Chamari
Athapaththu (c), Hasini
Perera, Vishmi Gunarathne,
Harshitha Samarawickrama,
Kavisha Dilhari, Nilakshi De
Silva, Anushka Sanjeewani,
Imesha Dulani, Dewmi
Vihanga, Piumi Wathsala,
Inoka Ranaweera, Sugandika
Kumari, Udeshika Prabodani,
Malki Madara, Achini
Kulasooriya. Travelling
Reserve: Inoshi Fernando. 

HONG KONG : India's two-time Olympic
medalist PV Sindhu's poor season continued as
she bowed out of the ongoing Hong Kong Open
badminton tournament in the opening round
on Wednesday.

Competing at the Hong Kong Coliseum,
Sindhu, the world number 14th, secured the
opening game, but lost the match to world No.
27 Line Christophersen of Denmark by 15-21,
21-16, 21-19, as per Olympics.com.

This was Sindhu's first loss in six matches
against Line and her sixth exit in the first
round this year on the BWF World Tour, high-
lighting how poor the run has been.

In other women's singles match, Anupama
Upadhyaya was also eliminated by fourth-
seeded Japanese Tomoka Miyazaki by 21-17,
20-22, 21-14.

Coming to the men's singles competiton, the
top-ranked singles player for India, Lakshya
Sen, secured a well-fought win over Chinese
Taipei's Olympian Wang Tzu-wei by 22-20, 16-
21, 21-15 in an hour and 13 minutes.

Sen was extremely calm in a closely fought
first game in the tie-break before he lost the
second game, but in the decider, he had a
healthy lead which helped him win.

Also, his singles' compatriots HS Prannoy
and Kiran George also advanced to the second
round following wins in straight games.

The world number 34 and former World
Championships medalist Prannoy stunned the
14th-ranked Chinese Lu Guangzu, while
George outclassed Singapore's Jason Teh.

Prannoy's next round meeting will be against
Lakshya, an exciting all-India clash.

Ayush Shetty, who is the only Indian to
secure a BWF World Tour title this year, the US
Open in June, came from being one game
down to reach the next round with a 15-21, 21-
19, 21-13 win over Chinese Taipei's Su Li-
yang.

India's sole women's doubles entry,

Rutaparna Panda and Swetaparna Panda, kept
their run going with a 21-17, 21-9 win against
local stars Oi Ki Vanessa Pang and Sum Yau
Wong.

In the mixed doubles competition, the pair-
ing of Dhruv Kapila/Tanisha Crasto was ousted
in the first round of the mixed doubles after a
21-16, 21-11 defeat to Chinese Taipei's Chen
Cheng Kuan/Hsu Yin-Hui. 

MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA)  :
Pro Kabaddi League (PKL) season
12 has opened to a thrilling start,
delivering the most competitive
opening week in the past few
seasons.

Of the first 14 matches, 10
have been decided by a margin of
just 5 points or fewer, a remark-
able 71 per cent of games pro-
ducing nail-biting finishes, com-
pared to 43 per cent in Season 11
and 50 per cent in both Seasons
9 and 10. The season has already
served up four tie-breakers and a
dramatic 'Golden Raid' in the
first week itself, underlining how
the thrill, intensity, and aggres-
sion have gone up several notch-
es.

PKL Season 12 introduces a
comprehensive tie-breaker rule
system, including the Golden Raid
format, to all league-stage match-
es. Previously limited only to
Playoff matches, this system now
ensures decisive outcomes
throughout the tournament.

In case of ties, teams will
engage in a structured 5-raid
shootout with special rules as fol-

lows:
-Both teams field seven play-

ers with the baulk line treated as
baulk line cum bonus line

-Each team nominates five dif-
ferent raiders who raid alternate-
ly

-Out and revival rules don't
apply - only points scored count

-If still tied after five raids, the
Golden Raid rule applies

The Golden Raid format adds
drama to crucial moments, where
a fresh toss determines which
team gets the decisive raiding
opportunity. If both teams remain
tied after golden raids, the win-
ner is decided by a coin toss. This
new rule maintains PKL's com-
petitive spirit while eliminating
tied results, guaranteeing deci-
sive outcomes and heightened
drama in every match.

Adding to the spectacle, only
one match of the 14 played in
Week 1 has been decided by
more than 11 points (Season 11,
10 and 9: 4 matches). The early
trend is clear: Season 12 is
defined by razor-thin margins
and cut-throat competition, with

teams evenly matched and every
raid and tackle carrying weight.

Speaking about the closely
contested matches in the opening
week of Pro Kabaddi League
Season 12, Puneri Paltan Head
Coach Ajay Thakur said: "It is
great to witness and be part of
such competitive matches in
Season 12. The Pro Kabaddi
League has progressed signifi-
cantly, with players now taking
fitness and training extremely
seriously. Even the new rule
introductions by the league have
added to the competitiveness.
This is exactly what the league
needed, a strong start. Such
closely fought matches, combined
with the aggressive style of play,
will draw more attention to PKL
and further accelerate the growth
of the sport."

Adding further on the
increased competitiveness, Puneri
Paltan skipper Aslam Inamdar
said: "The increased competitive-
ness in PKL Season 12 will only
have a direct impact on the
league. It pushes us to bring out
the best possible version of our-

selves since we cannot take any
team lightly. Such close results
and finishes are exciting, and I
hope this intensity continues for
the rest of the tournament."

The action so far has also
been marked by moments of high
drama that have kept fans
hooked. A major talking point

was the animated exchange
between Bengal Warriorz' star
raider Devank Dalal and Haryana
Steelers Head Coach Manpreet
Singh, following Dalal's match-
winning 21-point performance
and bold post-match celebration.
Alongside, classic battles like
Sunil Kumar vs. Mohammadreza

Shadloui and the emergence of
young talents have given Season
12 a blend of experience and
youthful aggression, resulting in
high-octane drama.

Speaking on the aggression
and intensity of the opening
week, JioStar expert Rishank
Devadiga said: "I cannot recollect
when a Pro Kabaddi League sea-
son has had such a strong start,
consistent close finishes, fierce
rivalries, and players openly
showcasing aggression on the
mat. It has all come together
nicely and has really benefited
the tournament. The quality of
play has been excellent, both
from experienced and young
kabaddi players. I am confident
this will continue, and fans will
get to witness a lot more thrilling
action in the weeks ahead."

With momentum only expect-
ed to rise, fans can look forward
to even more thrilling encounters
during Rivalry Week from
September 15-20, which will
include the Maharashtra Derby
between U Mumba and Puneri
Paltan on September 18. 

ICC Rankings: Jofra Archer climbs to career best 3rd
spot in ODIs following back-to-back four-wicket hauls

Kadal Kondattam
2025: Tuticorin gears
up for Premier 
Ocean Sports Festival

HONG KONG OPEN: SINDHU BOWS OUT IN
FIRST ROUND, LAKSHYA SEN ADVANCES

FIRST 14 MATCHES OF PKL SEASON 12 DELIVER
THE MOST COMPETITIVE FIRST WEEK OF CONTEST
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