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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday paid homage to legendary reformer and social thinker PanchananBarma on his death anniversary, describing him
as “the soul of the Rajbanshi society” and a lasting source of inspiration. Highlighting her government’s efforts to honour Barma’s legacy, Banerjee recalled the establishment
of PanchananBarma University in Cooch Behar, the inauguration of its second campus at his birthplace in Khalisamari, and the renovation of his ancestral home, which has
been transformed into a museum and research centre.

CM Mamata Pays Tribute to Panchanan Barma

MI News Service, New Delhi
/Kathmandu : Violent student-
led anti-government protests
continued in Nepal for the sec-
ond day on Tuesday, defying
curbs on public gatherings, as
demonstrators demanded the
resignation of Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli and vandalised
residences of several political
leaders. The protesters, under
the banner of Gen Z, shouted
slogans such as "KP Chor, Desh
Chhod" (KP thief, leave the
country) and "Take Action
Against Corrupt Leaders" in dif-
ferent areas of  capital Kath-
mandu. The agitators torched
the private residence of Prime
Minister Oli at Balkot in Bhak-
tapur. Oli is currently staying at
the Prime Minister's residence
at Balwatar. Protesters also
torched the residence of former
Home minister Ramesh Lekhak
at Naikap in Kathmandu, just a
day after he resigned from his
post following the police's use of
force on youths protesting the
government ban on social
media sites left 19 people dead
and over 400 others injured on
Monday.

Demonstrations were re-
ported from Kalanki, Kalimati,
Tahachal, and Baneshwor in
Kathmandu, as well as Chyasal,
Chapagau, and Thecho areas of
Lalitpur district. Protesters,
mostly students, chanted slo-
gans such as “Don’t kill stu-
dents”, defying the restrictions
on public gatherings. In
Kalanki, demonstrators burnt
tyres to block roads from the
early hours of the morning, ac-
cording to eyewitness accounts.
According to media reports,
four people were injured as po-
lice opened fire at the demon-
strators. The agitating youths
also pelted stones at the resi-
dence of Communication Minis-
ter Prithvi Subba Gurung in
Sunakothi at Lalitpur district,

eye witnesses said. Gurung had
ordered a ban on the social
media sites. The protesters also
vandalised the residence of for-
mer prime minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda' at
Khumaltar in Lalitpur. They
also vandalised former PM Sher
Bahadur Deuba's house at Bud-
hanilkantha in Kathmandu.

The Gen Z group, which has
been campaigning against cor-
ruption for some time, has used
social media platforms like Red-
dit and Instagram to expose the
extravagant lifestyles of the
children of ministers and other
influential figures. They have
posted videos and images, ques-
tioning the sources of wealth
that fund such opulence, pur-
portedly derived from corrupt
practices. The ban of social
media sites, it said, was an at-

tempt to suppress freedom of
speech. The Nepalese govern-
ment had ordered the ban of 26
social media sites, including
Facebook and ‘X’, over their
failure to register with the gov-
ernment.

However, in a late-night de-
velopment on Monday, the gov-
ernment announced the
restoration of access to social
media platforms, in an appar-
ent bid to ease public anger.

The protesters main de-
mands include the resignation
of Prime Minister Oli, the for-
mation of a national govern-
ment, and strict action against
corrupt politicians. Numerous
posts on social media have
called for Oli's resignation and
the establishment of a new gov-
ernment. Among their other de-
mands are guaranteed freedom

of expression, and the introduc-
tion of a retirement age for
those holding political office, ac-
cording to Gen Z activists.
Meanwhile, Nepali Congress
General Secretary Gagan Thapa
has called for the immediate
resignation of PM Oli. "PM Oli
should immediately resign, tak-
ing responsibility for the situa-
tion," he wrote on social media.
Senior Nepali Congress leaders
Bimalendra Nidhi and Arjun
Narsingh Kesi have suggested
that the party withdraw all its
ministers from the Oli-led gov-
ernment, form a government,
and initiate dialogue with the
agitating Gen Z group.

Nidhi said as the largest
party in Parliament, Nepali
Congress must safeguard
democracy and the Constitution
during these critical times.

"Nepali Congress should with-
draw support to the Oli-led gov-
ernment and initiate the
process of forming a national
government," he said. Kesi also
said that Nepali Congress
should withdraw from the gov-
ernment and initiate the
process of forming an all-party
government. He also demanded
the creation of a powerful anti-
corruption body to investigate
the assets of those in power and
take decisive action, alongside
initiating dialogue with the Gen
Z group.

Meanwhile, two Nepali Con-
gress ministers resigned from
the government. Agriculture
Minister Ramnath Adhikari and
Health and Population Minister

Pradip Poudel stepped down,
citing the government's harsh
response to student protests on
Monday. However, some minis-
ters remain in the Oli govern-
ment. Nineteen youths,
including a 12-year-old student,
were killed and more than 400
were injured on Monday as po-
lice resorted to firing, baton
charges, and tear gas to dis-
perse demonstrators opposing
widespread corruption and the
social media ban. Earlier in the
morning the authorities in
Nepal imposed an indefinite
curfew in capital Kathmandu
reintroducing restrictions just
hours after an earlier order was 
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Nepal PM Oli resigns, leaves
for undisclosed  destination

MI News Service, Kathmandu :
Succumbing under mssive anti-
government protests,rocking the
Himalayan state for the past two
days leaving scores of people
dead and injured, Nepalese
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
resigned on Tuesday and left for
an undisclosed destination, offi-
cial sources said. Oli stepped
down shortly after hundreds of
demonstrators entered his office
shouting anti-government slo-
gans. Hours before his resigna-
tion, the demonstrators set on
fire the Nepalese leader's pri-
vate residence in Balkot de-
manding accountability for
Monday's fatalities. At least 23
people have so far been killed
and over 400 injured during the
violent protests since Monday
against the government's ban on
social media sites.

Following the protests, the
government revoked the ban
last night. In his resignation let-
ter, Oli said he was stepping

down "to facilitate a solution to
the problem and to help resolve
it politically". Just hours before
his resignation, Oli had ap-
pealed to protesters to maintain
peace and exercise restraint,
calling for solutions through 
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A protester shouts slogans carrying national flag after burning down a police station during protests
against social media ban and corruption in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Freshprotests,violenceeruptacross 
Nepal demanding regime change

Mamata Banerjee asks to maintain peace ‘near Nepal border’
MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee  has di-
rected all districts authori-
ties in North Bengal, close
to Nepal border,to “main-
tain peace and ensure that
no one gets into any trou-
ble”. Asked for her com-
ment at the Kolkata Airport
on Tuesday afternoon be-
fore her departure for
North Bengal on a three
day visit, the Chief minister
said she will not comment
on the ongoing protests in
the neighbouring country
as it is a “foreign” matter.

“ It is our neighbouring
country and we love Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, and all bordering
nations. But given the cur-
rent situation, if the Gov-
ernment of India tells us
anything, only then we can
say something. Otherwise,
it is for the Government of
India to take care of this
matter,” she said at the
Kolkata airport. “We must
not interfere in this. But I

also believe that if our
neighbour stays well, we
will also stay well. Let there
be peace.” She also said
that the Centre has not in-
formed them about any-
thing related to intensifying
border security: “That is
obvious and it is a correct
decision. Why should our
people face trouble?” Tens
of thousands of young agi-
tators had taken to Kath-
mandu’s streets to protest
the government decision to
block about two dozen so-
cial network platforms, in-
cluding YouTube and
Facebook, as well against
alleged corruption at a
larger scale in the Nepal
government. Prime Minis-
ter K P Sharma Oli re-
signed after his house was
set on fire. 

On her tour plan, she
said, “I have a meeting with

the DMs regarding the de-
velopment programme and
there is patta distribution
too. I will go to Jalpaiguri
tomorrow. We have 11,000
pattas ready. Houses are
also planned for North
Bengal. I will return the
day after tomorrow. We
have to reach by car be-
cause of the adverse
weather.” On the issue of
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), Mamata Banerjee
said that “voter card is an
ID proof and the Aadhaar
card has been included.
Those who do not have it
will get it done. I feel the
EPIC card should also be
included (in SIR). We are
against SIR and three CECs
have said that SIR takes 2-
3 years and cannot be done
hastily. Our party has taken
a stand and it is the same
as that of the INDIA bloc.”

5-year-old writes to
‘Mamata Didun’  for
his mother’s transfer
to a nearer school
from home
MI News Service, Kolkata
/ Asansol : In a very emo-
tional letter, a five-year-
old boy from Asansol,
Aitijhya Das, has written
to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, requesting her to
transfer his mother
closer to home. The
mother of this young boy,
Swagata Pain, a primary
school teacher, was ap-
pointed in 2021 and
posted in Uttar Dinajpur,
nearly 600 km away
from her family home. In
his emotional letter
touching the heart, Aiti-
jhya addressed the Chief
Minister as "Dear Ma-
mata Didun" and wrote,
"My home is in Asansol.
My mother is a school
teacher in Uttar Dina-
jpur; hence lives there
away from us. She comes
home after long inter-
vals. I live here with my
father and grandfather. I
feel very sad to live with-
out her. I love her very
much. Please send my
mother home soon and
see that she doesn't have
to live away from us any-
more."

Swagata said she has
been trying for a transfer
for long but has not re-
ceived any response de-
spite writing to several
offices. She is among
around 16,500 primary
teachers appointed in
2021 who have been
posted far from their
homes and have sought
relief from the state gov-
ernmentn. After
despatching the letter
Aitijhya said he was ‘ex-
tremely hopeful’ that
Chief Minister ‘Didun’
would surely act on his
request. "If Mamata
Didun listens to my ap-
peal, then again I will
write a letter to her to
thank her," he said. The
family believes that a re-
sponse from the Chief
Minister could bring re-
lief not just to them but to
many teachers facing
similar difficulties.

Fresh evidence from Russia about its territorial ambitions in Ukraine
MI News Service, New Delhi / Moscow
: After a meeting hosted by the French
president, Emmanuel Macron, on
September 4, 26 countries have
pledged to create a “reassurance
force” to provide security guarantees
for Ukraine in the event that a peace
agreement with Russia is reached.
The Russian president reacted by say-
ing that Russia would target all Euro-
pean troops if they are deployed in
Ukraine.

He said if they appeared in
Ukraine while Russia’s “military oper-
ation” was still underway, “we pro-
ceed from the fact that these will be
legitimate targets for destruction”.
And if a peace deal were eventually
agreed, he added: “I simply do not see
any sense in their presence on the ter-
ritory of Ukraine, full stop.” Inciden-
tally Russia is maintaining its demand
that any peace deal should involve

Ukraine ceding the regions it has oc-
cupied or part occupied: Crimea,
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Za-
porizhzhia. But new evidence has
come to light suggesting that Putin’s
territorial ambitions in Ukraine go
well beyond those regions. A map,
spotted in the background during a
briefing given by Russia’s Chief of the
General Staff, Valery Gerasimov, in
early Spetetember shows the two
countries divided by a thick black line.
On the Russian side of the line are not
only the five publicly claimed regions
of Ukraine but also the territories of
Odesa and Mykolaiv. These areas,
which hug the coastline of the Black
Sea, are of considerable geostrategic
significance. Russian occupation of
Odesa and Mykolaiv would go a long
way towards fulfilling one of Russia’s
longstanding ambitions: domination
of the Black Sea region. Control of this

territory would give Russia a land cor-
ridor to Transnistria, a breakaway re-
gion in eastern Moldova with strong
pro-Russian sympathies. The leaders
of Transnistria declared independ-
ence from Moldova following a civil
war in the early 1990s. In a 2006 ref-
erendum, 97% of respondents sup-
ported Transnistria joining Russia.
Russia currently has approximately
1,500 troops stationed there, and the
territory has long been discussed in
the west as a possible platform for a
Russian invasion of Moldova. Like
Ukraine, Moldova was formerly part
of the Soviet Union but is now orient-
ing itself more towards western Eu-
rope and is currently seeking EU
membership.

In addition to putting Russia in a
strong position to exert pressure on
Moldova, a more significant Russian
presence in the Black Sea would in-

crease Moscow’s ability to project
power in neighbouring regions. This
includes the Mediterranean, the Mid-
dle East and Africa. 

The Black Sea is also a vital site
for east-west transport and commu-
nications. So much so that the Euro-
pean Union announced a Black Sea
strategy in May 2025. The strategy
recognises the region’s significance
for different forms of security, includ-
ing its importance for the environ-
ment, access to energy and other
forms of trade and economic links.
The EU plans to address these secu-
rity is sues by developing mutually
beneficial partnerships with countries
in the region. Russian control of
Ukraine’s Black Sea coast would be
disastrous for Ukraine. It would mean
the loss of Ukraine’s naval assets, 
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PM  Modi first to
cast vote in Vice 

Presidential election

MI News Service, New Delhi :
It was a day of numbers, loy-
alties, and quiet suspense as
MPs gathered on Tuesday
morning to elect India's 14th
Vice President, a contest that

pits NDA's CP Radhakrishnan
against the INDIA bloc's Jus-
tice B Sudershan Reddy. Vot-
ing began at 10 am sharp
inside Parliament House, with

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi casting the first ballot.
Following him, Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi also cast
their votes. Congress Presi-

dent Mallikarjun Kharge, BJP
President and Union Minister
JP Nadda, and Union Minis ter 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi casts his vote in the
Vice-Presidential elections,
at the Parliament prem-
ises, in New Delhi.

Newly elected  Vice Presi-
dent of India C.P. Radhakr-
ishnan

PM Modi to hold
bilateral talks
with Mauritius
counterpart in
Varanasi
MI News Service, Varanasi
: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will hold bilateral
talks with his Mauritius
counterpart Navinchandra
Ramgoolam during his
one-day visit to his con-
stituency Varanasi on Sep-
tember 11, officials said on
Tuesday. Ramgoolam will
be on a three-day visit to
Varanasi from September
10 to 12. He will arrive in
the temple city on the
evening of September 10,
Member of Legislative
Council Dharmendra
Singh said. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, during his
one-day visit on September
11, will participate in bilat-
eral talks with the Mauri-
tius prime minister. Later
in the evening, the visiting
leader will attend the
Ganga Aarti,” Singh said.
Meanwhile, the holy city is
now being decked up with
lights, decorations, and
elaborate arrangements as
it prepares to host Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the Prime Minister of
Mauritius, Navinchandra
Ramgoolam on Thursday.
The Mauritius Prime Min-
ister and his spouse, Veena
Ramgoolam, will be on an
official visit to India from 
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Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport, Kolkata, leaving for a
three-day visit to North Bengal, on Tuesday

CP Radhakrishnan elected as new Vice 
President of India, defeats B Sudershan Reddy
MI News Service, New Delhi : NDA nominee C P Radhakr-
ishnan has been elected as India's new Vice President,
defeating opposition candidate B Sudershan Reddy on
Tuesday night by 152 votes. While C.P. Radhakrishnan
secured a total of 452 votes for being elected as the next
Vice-President of India, B Sudershan Reddy got only 300
votes. A  total of 766 out of 781 MPs of both Houses of
Parloiamen cast their votes today ,while 14 members  ab-
stained as polling concluded at 5 pm, officials said. The
counting of votes ended after it got started at 6 pm. This 
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MI News Service,  
Murshidabad: Tragedy 
struck early Tuesday morn-
ing when a boat carrying 
around 35 farmers capsized 
in the Padma River near Ra-
ninagar in Murshidabad dis-
trict. The mishap occurred 
around 6:30 am as the farm-
ers were crossing from Char 
Sarandajpur Kargil Ghat to 
reach farmlands on the oth-
er side.

Eyewitnesses said the 
boat, packed beyond capac-
ity, overturned mid-river. 
Panic broke out as dozens 
of passengers were thrown 
into the water. While most 
were rescued with the help 
of locals, one farmer, iden-
tified as Sujan Sheikh, re-
mains missing. Search op-
erations are underway, with 
residents using fishing nets 
before professional divers 
could be brought in by the 
administration. The acci-
dent triggered shock in the 
area, drawing large crowds 
to the riverbank. Families 
of the passengers waited in 
anxiety, especially relatives 
of the missing youth. Police 
from Raninagar police sta-
tion reached the spot short-
ly after the incident and are 
coordinating rescue efforts. 
This is not the first such 
tragedy in Murshidabad. 
In June this year, a similar 
boat capsize at Dhulian Par-
lalpur Ganga Ghat in Sham-
sherganj claimed the life of 
a migrant worker, Jahangir 
Sheikh, whose body was re-
covered from the Ganges the 
following day. Tuesday’s mis-
hap has once again raised 
concerns over overcrowding 
and lack of safety measures 
in boats ferrying daily wage 
earners and farmers across 
the district’s rivers. For now, 
search teams continue to 
scour the waters of the Pad-
ma, as Sujan Sheikh’s family 
clings to hope for his safe 
return. 

MI News Service, Durgapur: 
The upcoming visit of Puri 
Shankaracharya Nichla-
nanda Saraswati Maharaj 
to the Durgapur Nation-
al Institute of Technology 
(NIT) has ignited a heated 
debate over the presence 
of religious ceremonies in 
academic institutions. The 
two-day event, scheduled 
for September 10–11, will 
feature a lecture on Indi-
an knowledge and philos-
ophy, followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
and a darshan and initia-
tion ceremony.

NIT Director Arvind 
Choubey, addressing the 
media on Monday, de-
scribed the event as an 
opportunity for students 
to gain knowledge, saying, 
“Shankaracharya is com-
ing to inspire students. Ev-
eryone, regardless of caste 
or religion, is welcome.” 
He emphasized the schol-
ar’s expertise, noting that 
Shankaracharya has pre-
viously delivered lectures 
on Vedic mathematics at 
institutions such as ISRO, 
DRDO, and IITs, high-
lighting that the focus is 
on knowledge rather than 
religious propagation. De-
spite these assurances, the 
announcement has pro-
voked criticism. Questions 
have arisen about the ap-
propriateness of hosting 
an initiation ceremony in 
an academic space, and 
concerns have been voiced 
about potential religious 
overtones in a scientific in-
stitution. Education experts 
have described the move 
as unprecedented, while 
the political discourse has 
amplified the debate. A 
Trinamool spokesperson 
claimed the event was an 
attempt at “secularization 
under the guise of knowl-
edge,” asserting that it 
promotes superstition in 
science-focused campus-
es. Conversely, BJP lead-
ers defended the program, 
stating that NIT, as an au-
tonomous institution, has 
the right to host any speak-
er in its auditorium and 
described the controversy 
as politically motivated. 
While the event is intended 
to highlight Indian philo-
sophical and scientific her-
itage, it has raised broader 
questions about the bound-
aries between religion and 
education in state-funded 
institutions. As the two-
day program approaches, 
stakeholders across ac-
ademia and politics are 
closely watching the un-
folding developments at 
one of Bengal’s premier 
engineering institutions.

MI News Service, Malda: 
Tension gripped Gour 
Banga University against 
as student protest against 
a steep fee hike spiraled 
into violent clashes, lead-
ing to grave allegations 
against senior faculty act-
ing dean.

The unrest began when 
postgraduate second- se-
mester students locked the 
university gates to protest 
what they describe as an 
“arbitrary” increase in 
admission and examina-
tion fees. According to 
students, fees in the Arts 
department jumped from 
from Rs2,300 to Rs4,820, 
while the Science depart-
ment saw an increase from 
3,720 to Rs6,820. Students 
allege that the administra-
tion had assured them just 
two months ago that no 
feel hike would take place, 
but a sudden notice issued 
last week doubled the 
changes without warning. 
What started as a peace-
ful protest soon descended 
into chaos. Students claim 
that a group of outsiders 
stormed the university 
premises, manhandled 
them, and forcibly broke 
open the locked gates. The 
protest site turned into a 
virtual battlefield, prompt-
ing police intervention. 
Three separate complaints 
have since been lodged at 
English Bazar Police Sta-
tion, naming multiple indi-
viduals including two pro-
fessors from the Science 
Department, two from the 
Bengali Department, one 
from the Education De-
partment, and an acting 
dean. Charges listed in 
the FIRs include molesta-
tion, physical assault, and 
even attempted murder. 
Students allege that senior 
university officials orches-
trated the attacks by en-
abling outsiders to break 
up their protest. “We were 
beaten, pushed, and ha-
rassed. Instead of address-
ing our concerns, they 
tried to silence us with 
violence,” a protesting 
student said. On Tuesday, 
demonstrations continued 
on campus, with students 
demanding both a roll-
back of the fee hike and 
accountability for the al-
leged assault. Police have 
stepped up presence at the 
university to prevent fur-
ther flare-ups, while the 
administration has yet to 
issue an official response.

MI News Service, South 24 
Pgs: South 24 Parganas 
witnessed high drama 
on Tuesday after a truck 
carrying 240 kilograms 
of undersized Hilsa was 
intercepted during a na-
ka-check by Magrahat 
police. The catch, com-
prising fish weighing less 
than 300 grams — some 
as little as 250 grams — 
was immediately seized 
by the Fisheries Depart-
ment and brought to Dia-
mond Harbor’s Nagendra 
Bazar for auction.

However, the move trig-
gered chaos and violent 
protests at the fish mar-
ket. Traders and workers, 
joined by local fishermen, 
launched a furious agita-
tion, alleging harassment 
and loss of livelihood. 
The situation spiraled 
into a full-blown ruckus, 
forcing police to rush to 
the spot to restore order. 
Authorities confirmed 
that a criminal case has 
been registered against 
the trader involved, on 
charges of obstructing 
government work. The 
seized consignment has 
been held under official 
custody pending further 
legal action. Notably, the 
catching and sale of juve-
nile hilsa remains strictly 
prohibited under existing 
conservation laws, given 
the fish’s ecological and 
commercial importance. 
Despite repeated govern-
ment warnings, the illegal 
trade of baby hilsa thrives 
along the South 24 Parga-
nas coastline, with trawl-
ers regularly bringing 
in loads from the Bay of 
Bengal under the radar 
of enforcement agencies. 
The latest seizure has 
once again exposed the 
rampant underground 
trade, raising questions 
over monitoring and the 
enforcement of bans. Of-
ficials admitted that de-
spite regular crackdowns, 
the lucrative market for 
undersized hilsa contin-
ues to flourish, partic-
ularly ahead of the full 
fishing season.

MI News Service,   
Haringhata:   The work on 
the purified drinking water 
project in Haringhata Mu-
nicipality is progressing at a 
rapid pace. By March 2026, 
the citizens of this munici-
pality will receive purified 
drinking water at their 
homes. Haringhata Munici-
pality Chairman Debashish 
Basu also hinted that pu-
rified drinking water will 
reach the 17 wards in Har-
inghata Municipality. 

Work is progressing 
rapidly towards that end. 
An expenditure of Rs 177 
crore has been allocated 
for this. The work on over-
head reservoirs in a total 
of six wards is almost com-
plete. The work on the un-
derground reservoir is also 
almost complete. The work 
on this water project is be-
ing carried out under the 
supervision of the Kolkata 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority. Once the work on 
this water project is com-
pleted, about 60,000 people 
in 17 wards of Haringhata 
Municipality will get this 
purified drinking water. The 

work on the underground 
reservoir in Baraja has been 
completed. From here, the 
water will reach six over-
head reservoirs in different 
wards. From there, citizens 
will get purified drinking 
water. There was a prob-
lem of drinking water in the 
Haringhata municipal area. 
That problem is going to be 
solved through this project. 

Residents of the area are 
happy that Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee has ap-
proved this water project. 

Haringhata Municipality 
Chairman Debashish Basu 
also said that the workers 
associated with this project 
are working hard to com-
plete the work very soon. 

The pipeline work is al-
most complete. Haringhata 
municipal authorities have 
said that drinking water will 
reach some homes by the 
end of this year. Water will 
reach all wards by March 
2026. Work is underway at 
a rapid pace towards that 
end.

MI News Service,  South 
24 Pgs:   South 24 Parga-
nas has been shaken by the 
alleged murder of a young 
housewife, with chilling 
claims surfacing against her 
husband- a multiple mar-
riages and repeated acts 
of domestic brutality.  The 
victim, identified as Pakh-
ija Bibi, was found dead in 
her marital home in the Usti 
area. Police from Usti police 
station recovered her body, 
reportedly hanging from a 
rope.

However, her family has 
alleged that this was no sui-
cide, but a staged murder. 
According to the bereaved 
relatives, they were initial-
ly informed by phone that 
Pakhija had taken her own 
life. But upon reaching the 

scene, they discovered clear 
signs of foul play. “She was 
tortured, beaten, and mur-
dered. Then they tried to 
pass it off as suicide,” a fam-
ily member alleged. Pakhi-
ja’s husband, Taslim Ahmed 
Laska, is now absconding. 
Police have arrested her 
mother-in-law, Tanjila Bibi, 
in connection with the case. 
Relatives claim Pakhija had 
endured relentless physical 
and mental torture since 
her marriage two years ago, 
much of it linked to dowry 
demands. Her ordeal was 
compounded by revelations 
that her husband had been 
married multiple times be-
fore, with allegations that 
two of his previous wives 
also died under suspicious 
circumstances. The fam-

ily further revealed that 
Taslim, leveraging his sta-
tus as a government em-
ployee, allegedly tormented 
Pakhija with impunity. “She 
was sent back to her fa-
ther’s house several times 
after brutal beatings. Just a 
week ago, she was forcibly 
taken back by her in-laws. 
And now, she is dead,” said 
one of her relatives. Pakhija 
leaves behind a one-year-
old daughter. Police have 
launched a full-scale inves-
tigation and are on the hunt 
for the absconding husband. 
The case has sparked out-
rage in the area, with de-
mands for a thorough probe 
into the deaths of Taslim’s 
previous wives and stricter 
accountability in cases of 
dowry-related violence.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:    Heart disease 
is a leading cause of death in women, yet it of-
ten receives less attention—especially during 
and after menopause. This stage of life brings 
hormonal changes, particularly a drop in oes-
trogen, which naturally protects the heart. 
As a result, it becomes essential for women 
to adopt heart-healthy habits, including a bal-
anced diet. Reducing sugar, salt, saturated fat, 
and refined carbs is crucial. At the same time, 
adding whole grains and antioxidant-rich 
foods helps lower oxidative stress, a process 
that leads to inflammation and clogged arter-
ies.

Vitamin E is known for its antioxidant bene-
fits and comes in two main forms: tocopherols 
and tocotrienols. While tocopherols are found 
in corn, soybeans, and olives, tocotrienols are 
abundant in palm oil, rice bran, and barley 
oils. Tocotrienols are particularly powerful—
they not only reduce cholesterol production in 
the liver but also prevent the oxidation of LDL 
(“bad”) cholesterol, a key step in artery dam-
age. Tocotrienols also help lower inflamma-
tion by reducing markers like CRP (C-reactive 
protein), which is often elevated in post-meno-
pausal women due to hormonal shifts, stress, 
and weight gain. They improve blood vessel 
flexibility by boosting nitric oxide production, 

reducing the risk of high blood pressure and 
heart attacks. In addition to heart benefits, 
tocotrienols protect brain cells and may in-
hibit the growth of certain tumor cells. One 
study in 2004 even found that alpha-tocot-
rienol outperformed tocopherol in protecting 
nerve cells—even in tiny amounts. Due to 
their unique chemical structure, tocotrienols 
enter cells more efficiently and offer enhanced 
protection. When paired with exercise, stress 
management, and a healthy diet, tocotrien-
ols may become a key part of heart care for 
post-menopausal women. Ongoing research 
continues to highlight their promising role in 
supporting long-term heart and brain health.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:    After days of 
sweltering heat and dis-
comfort, West Bengal is 
bracing for a fresh spell 
of monsoon activity, with 
heavy rains and thunder-
storms forecast across sev-
eral districts. According to 
the Alipore Meteorological 
Department, rainfall will 
begin locally from Tues-
day afternoon, intensifying 
over the next 48 hours. The 
rainfall pattern is expected 
to vary, with South Ben-
gal likely to see intermit-
tent showers accompanied 
by thunderstorms, while 
North Bengal faces an ex-
tended spell of heavy down-
pour through the week.

Meteorologists attribut-
ed the shift to a cyclonic 
circulation over the north-
west Bay of Bengal and 
adjoining Odisha-Andhra 
coasts, which is drawing 
significant moisture into 
the region. South Bengal 
Forecast: Heat and humid-
ity will peak through Tues-
day, with only scattered 
light rain in some pockets.  
From Wednesday, rainfall 
will intensify across Kol-

kata, North and South 24 
Parganas, East and West 
Burdwan, Bankura, Pu-
rulia, Birbhum and Mur-
shidabad.  Showers will be 
accompanied by thunder-
storms and gusty winds up 
to 40 kmph.  Rainfall will 
increase further on Thurs-
day and Friday, providing 
widespread relief but rais-
ing the risk of waterlogging 
in low-lying areas.  Condi-
tions may ease slightly over 
the weekend, but humidity 
will rise again.  A renewed 
surge of rain is forecast 
from September 18, lasting 
until the 24th. North Bengal 
Forecast: An orange alert 
for very heavy rainfall has 

been issued for Alipurduar 
and Jalpaiguri districts to-
day.  On Wednesday, heavy 
rain warnings extend to 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and 
Cooch Behar. From Thurs-
day through Sunday, very 
heavy rainfall is likely to 
continue across Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri, Ali-
purduar and Cooch Behar. 
Authorities have urged res-
idents in vulnerable areas 
to remain cautious, partic-
ularly near riverbanks and 
landslide-prone zones in 
North Bengal. Urban areas, 
including Kolkata, have 
been warned to prepare 
for waterlogging and traffic 
disruptions.

MI News Service,   
Nadia:    Humanity knows no 
borders. In a rare gesture 
of compassion, the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB) came together to en-
sure that a grieving daugh-
ter, living across the border 
in Chuadanga, Bangladesh, 
could see her mother’s face 
one last time.

Jahanara Begum (65), a 
resident of Hridaypur vil-
lage in Nadia, passed away 
last Friday after prolonged 
illness. While her three sons 
and one daughter live in In-
dia, another daughter has 
been settled in Bangladesh 
after marriage. Shocked at 
the news of her mother’s de-
mise, she appealed to BGB 
for a final glimpse.

On Saturday morning, 
BSF and BGB coordinat-

ed to bring the mortal re-
mains of Jahanara Begum 
to the zero line near Main 
Pillar 105. In the presence 
of both forces, the daughter 
was allowed to bid a final 
farewell to her mother. The 
moment turned the tense 
border zone into an arena 
of silence and emotion, as 
the grieving daughter broke 
down clutching her mother.

Colonel Nazmul Hasan of 
6 BGB battalion said: “Such 
humanitarian gestures not 
only strengthen ties be-
tween border forces but 
also instill faith among peo-
ple living along the border.”

Local villagers in Nadia 
also hailed BSF’s role, say-
ing it was a “rare picture of 
humanity beyond barbed 
wires.”

MI News Service,   
Chakdaha:   A young cou-
ple from Chakdaha in Na-
dia district died under mys-
terious circumstances on 
Tuesday morning, trigger-
ing shock and speculation 
in the locality.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Indrajit Roy (21) 
and his wife Priya Roy (19), 
residents of Tatla Roypa-
ra in Chakdaha. Accord-
ing to police sources, the 
couple had dinner with 
family members on Mon-
day night before retiring 

to their room. On Tuesday 
morning, both complained 
of acute stomach pain and 
collapsed soon after.

Family members rushed 
them to Jawaharlal Neh-
ru Memorial Hospital in 
Kalyani, where doctors 
declared them dead on ar-
rival. The bodies have been 
sent for post-mortem ex-
amination.

Indrajit’s parents and 
brother, who live in the 
same house, reported-
ly had the same meal the 
previous night but did not 

show any signs of illness, 
police said.

The sudden deaths have 
led to a number of unan-
swered questions. Investi-
gators are probing whether 
the couple consumed some-
thing separately, if they 
were poisoned, or if there 
was foul play involved. Po-
lice have begun question-
ing family members and 
neighbours to ascertain the 
sequence of events.

The incident has caused 
widespread sensation in 
the neighbourhood.

MI News Service,   
Kalyani:   Four young In-
dian agricultural scholars, 
including three from Bidhan 
Chandra Krishi Viswavidy-
alaya (BCKV), at Mohanpur 
, Nadia, W.B. have been 
stranded in Kathmandu af-
ter violent protests brought 
Nepal’s capital to a stand-
still over the past two days.

The group had reached 
Kathmandu on September 
5 to attend the World Con-
gress on Climate Change 
and its Effect at Central 
College for 3 days from Sep-
tember 6.

They were scheduled to 
leave for Siliguri via Kakar-
vitta on September 9, but 
escalating violence forced 
authorities to shut transport 
services and seal several 
parts of the city.

The delegation includes 
Swapnajit Chowdhury (PhD 
scholar, Soil and Water 
Engineering, BCKV, na-
tive of Agartala), Souvik 
Chakraborty (PhD scholar, 
Post Harvest Technology, 
BCKV, from Cooch Behar), 
Mayukh Bhattacharyya 
(Young Professional, Minis-
try of Agriculture & Farm-
ers’ Welfare, stationed at 
BCKV, from Jalpaiguri) and 
Manihar Talukdar (PhD 
scholar, Central Agricultur-
al University, Imphal, origi-
nally from Alipurduar).

“We are stuck at Hotel 
Resunga near Pashupat-
inath Temple. The bus 

park is burning, roads are 
blocked and heavy smoke 
has engulfed the area. We 
also heard reports of hotels 
being set on fire, including 
one linked to a Nepali min-
ister. Mobile networks are 
barely working,”

Mayukh Bhattacharyya 
told Morning India over 
phone.

Eyewitnesses reported 
stone-pelting, firing and 
arson near Pashupatinath 
Temple. The Indian Em-
bassy in Kathmandu has 
advised nationals to remain 
indoors.

“We have been told to 
stay inside until the situa-

tion improves. If it worsens, 
we may seek evacuation 
support from the Ministry 
of External Affairs,” Bhat-
tacharyya added.

The MEA has not issued 
a formal statement but em-
bassy officials are in touch 
with the scholars. Families 
of the four, based in Tripura 
and West Bengal, said they 
were “deeply worried” and 
hoped for an early return.

The unrest has disrupted 
daily life in Kathmandu and 
left several international 
delegates stranded after the 
climate conference, expos-
ing the risks of sudden polit-
ical flare-ups in the region.

MI News Service,   
Hooghly:    A sense of 
shock gripped Serampore 
on Tuesday after the body 
of a local community lead-
er, Manoj Chakraborty (45), 
was found hanging inside 
his residence at Dinaband-
hu Chatterjee Lane, Ward 
No. 20. Police sources said 
Chakraborty’s wife, Van-
dana, who works at a nurs-
ing home in Uttarpara, 
returned home in the morn-
ing after a night shift and 
discovered her husband’s 
body. At the time, the house 
was empty— their son, a 
Class XI student, had been 
staying with a relative next 

door, while Manoj’s moth-
er was visiting his sister’s 
house.

Preliminary investigation 
suggests suicide, though 
officials have not ruled 
out other possibilities. The 
body has been sent to Se-
rampore Walsh Hospital 
for post-mortem examina-
tion. Family members have 
pointed to serious marital 
discord. Vandana alleged 
that her husband had been 
involved in an extramarital 
affair with a woman from 
the locality. “I have proof, 
including photographs. I 
repeatedly asked him to 
end the relationship, but 

he refused. He even used to 
assault our son over these 
issues,” she said. Neigh-
bors confirmed frequent 
disputes in the household. 
“Their son stayed at my 
house last night as usual. 
There had been arguments 
for the past two days. I even 
heard utensils being thrown 
during the quarrels,” said 
Banashree Hazra, a relative 
living nearby. The sudden 
death has stirred specula-
tion across the area. Po-
lice have assured that all 
possible angles—personal, 
circumstantial, and other-
wise—are being thoroughly 
investigated.
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Nepal PM Oli resigns, leaves
for undisclosed  destination

Freshprotests,violenceeruptacross 
Nepal demanding regime change

PM  Modi first to
cast vote in Vice 

Presidential election

PM Modi to hold 
bilateral talks with
Mauritius counter-
part in Varanasi

From PG 1
lifted. The Kathmandu Dis-
trict Administration Office
issued the curfew orders ef-
fective from 8:30 am until
further notice, covering the
entire capital city. The deci-
sion was taken to bring the
situation under control fol-
lowing clashes between se-
curity forces and youth
groups over a social media
ban on Monday, which left
19 dead and over 400 in-
jured. The previous curfew
expired at 5:00 am.

Meanwhile the overall
law and order  situation in
Kathmandu remained
tense, with protesters trying
to barge into the Nepali
Congress party office in
Balkhu area this morning
even as an indefinite curfew
was imposed across the city
this morning. The protesters
have set a traffic post out-
side the party’s office on fire.
Today’s agitation was or-
ganised even a day after the
Nepal government revoked
its ban on social media plat-
forms in the country, after
protests, led by Gen-Z, op-
posing the ban and govern-
ment’s corruption.

Meanwhile, New Delhi
has issued a statement ad-
vising Indian nationals re-
siding in Nepal to “exercise
caution and adhere to the
steps and guidelines issued
by the Nepali authorities.”
The statement comes on
Tuesday as an indefinite
curfew is  imposed in Kath-
mandu. With the possibility
of  unrest spilling across the
border, Indian security
forces have also been placed
under heightened alert
along the 1,751-km India-
Nepal frontier, informed
sources said.

Earlier on yesterday af-
ternoon, in a massive na-
tionwide protest against the

social media ban, thousands
of youths, many in their
school and college uniforms,
marched towards the coun-
try’s Parliament building
with national flags and plac-
ards with slogans such as
“Shut down corruption and
not social media”, “Unban
social media”, and “Youths
against corruption”, written
on them. Supporting the
ban, the Nepali government
had said social media users
with fake IDs have been
spreading hate speech and
fake news, and committing
fraud and other crimes via
some platforms. The protest
of Gen Z turned violent as
the youths clashed with the
police, prompting the Kath-
mandu district administra-
tion to impose a curfew in
and around New Banesh-
wor area.  But apparently
succumbing to the pressure
from Gen Zers, the KP
Sharma Oli-led Nepal gov-
ernment announced this
morning that the ban on 26
social media platforms  has
been withdrawn in view of
the massive protests. Minis-
ter for Communication, In-
formation and Broadcasting
Prithvi Subba Gurung said
the withdrawal was decided
during an emergency Cabi-
net meeting. The Ministry of
Information had instructed
agencies to restore access to
all the 26 blocked platforms,
including Facebook and X,
which were banned three
days ago for failing to regis-
ter with Nepali authorities.
Gurung urged the protesters
to call off their agitation fol-
lowing the decision. Nepal
Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak resigned amid the
protests, citing moral re-
sponsibility, as demonstra-
tions swelled beyond
Kathmandu and spread to
other cities.

From PG 1
Nitin Gadkari were among
other prominent leaders who
voted. Polling continued till 5
pm and, counting starts an
hour later, and by nightfall,
the country will have a new
Vice President and Chairper-
son of the Rajya Sabha. The
poll is witnessing a direct
contest between ruling NDA
nominee C P Radhakrishnan
and joint opposition candi-
date B Sudershan Reddy,
with the BJP-led alliance
having a clear edge in the
poll necessitated due to the
sudden resignation of
Jagdeep Dhankhar. Among
the early voters were Union
ministers Rajnath Singh,
Arjun Ram Meghwal and
Kiren Rijiju. Rajya Sabha
deputy chairperson Hari-
vansh, BJP MP Kangana Ra-
naut and SP leader Ram
Gopal Yadav also cast their
vote. The election comes 50
days after Jagdeep
Dhankhar resigned from the
post on July 21, citing health
reasons. His resignation,
submitted under Article 67(a)
of the Constitution, took effect
immediately. The vacancy
triggered a fresh contest for
the nation's second-highest
constitutional office, and with
it, a political test of strength
between the ruling NDA and
the opposition INDIA bloc.
NDA's 
candidate is CP Radhakrish-
nan, 68, a two-time Lok
Sabha MP from Coimbatore
and current Governor of Ma-
harashtra. He belongs to the
Gounder-Kongu Vellalar OBC
community. The INDIA bloc's
candidate is Justice B Suder-
shan R : Justice Reddy said
he was "trying to awaken
people's conscience," while
Radhakrishnan called the
contest a victory for "Indian
nationalism" and the vision
of a "Viksit Bharat".The elec-
toral college consists of 781
MPs (238 Rajya Sabha, 542
Lok Sabha). With BRS and
BJD abstaining, the effective
strength is 770, fixing the
majority mark at 386. Reddy,
79, a retired Supreme Court
judge from Telangana,
known for rulings against
Salwa Judum and on black-
money investigations. Both
candidates expressed confi-
dence in winning maximum
votes. Voting is by secret bal-
lot under proportional repre-
sentation with a single
transferable vote. MPs mark
preferences in order of
choice; ambiguous ballots
are invalid. MPs in preventive
detention, like Sheikh Abdul
Rashid and Amritpal Singh,
vote via postal ballots. NDA
commands 425 MPs on
paper, with support from
YSR Congress and possibly
AAP's Swati Maliwal, taking
the tally to 436. The INDIA
bloc has 324 MPs, with some
independents and minor
party MPs undecided. Ana-
lysts expect a narrower mar-
gin than 2022, when Jagdeep
Dhankhar won by 346 votes.
The expected difference is
100-125 votes.

From PG 1 
September 9 to 16. As part of
the visit, both Prime Minis-
ters are scheduled to meet in
Varanasi on September 11.
PM Ramgoolam's visit will
begin with their arrival in
Mumbai on September 9, fol-
lowed by engagements in the
city. On September 10, the
delegation will travel to
Varanasi to continue the pro-
gramme. On September 11,
the Prime Minister will hold a
call with the Indian Foreign
Secretary and meet Prime
Minister Modi. Programmes
are scheduled in Varanasi
and Ayodhya on September
12, followed by engagements
in Dehradun on September
13 and 14, and a visit to Tiru-
pati on September 15. Later
that day, the delegation will
arrive in Delhi to continue the
official programme. On Sep-
tember 16, the Mauritian
Prime Minister and his
spouse will lay wreaths at
Rajghat and Sadaiv Atal, visit
the New Parliament Building,
and hold calls with the Pres-
ident and a Cabinet Minister.
The visit will conclude with
their departure from Delhi,
according to the MEA. This
marks the first overseas bi-
lateral visit of Prime Minister
Ramgoolam to India in his
current term. He had earlier
visited India in May 2014 as
the only non-SAARC leader
invited to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the Prime
Minister and the Council of
Ministers. During the visit,
Prime Minister Ramgoolam
will hold discussions with PM
Modi and call on President
Droupadi Murmu to further
the 'Enhanced Strategic Part-
nership' between the two
countries. He will also attend
a business event in Mumbai.
India and Mauritius share a
close and special relationship
rooted in historical, cultural,
and people-to-people ties. As
India's key maritime neigh-
bor in the Indian Ocean Re-
gion, Mauritius holds an
important place in India's Vi-
sion MAHASAGAR (Mutual
and Holistic Advancement
for Security and Growth
Across Region) and the
'Neighbourhood First Policy,'
and is a key partner in the
Global South. The visit of
Prime Minister  Ramgoolam
to India, following the visit of
the Indian Prime Minister to
Mauritius in March 2025,
aims to advance the strong
and enduring bonds between
the two nations, the MEA re-
lease said.

Fresh evidence from Russia about 
its territorial ambitions in Ukraine

From PG 1
which make extensive and
effective use of maritime
drones to target Russian
ships and targets in occupied
Crimea. Being cut off from
direct access to the Black
Sea would also severely re-
strict Ukraine’s ability to ex-
port agricultural produce,
an important source of in-
come for an economy that
has been hit hard by the
war. Re-establishing and ex-
panding Ukraine’s role as a
producer of food for the
world also forms the centre-
piece of Kyiv’s efforts to build
stronger relationships with
Africa and other developing
regions. In addition to its
strategic importance, these
regions along Ukraine’s
Black Sea coast also have
special historical and sym-
bolic significance for Putin’s
Russia. Putin himself has de-
scribed Odesa as a “Russian
city” and claimed that the
entire coastal area rightfully
belongs to Russia as spoils of
its war with Turkey in the
18th century. The Black Sea
coast also plays an impor-
tant role in Putin’s use of
Russian imperial history to
justify his war against
Ukraine. Empress Catherine
the Great significantly ex-
panded the Russian empire
into southern Ukraine and
Crimea. For more than a
decade, Putin has presented
his own actions in Ukraine

as a continuation of Cather-
ine’s legacy in increasing the
territory controlled by Rus-
sia. An important example of
this practice came in April
2014, just weeks after Rus-
sia’s annexation of Crimea,
when Putin used the phrase
“Novorossiya” on Russian
television. This is a term dat-
ing from Catherine the
Great’s reign that refers to a
large part of southern
Ukraine, including Crimea.
By invoking this historical
term, Putin was signalling
his intention to follow in the
footsteps of the 18th century
ruler and claim these lands
for Russia.
More than a decade later, a
map on the walls of Russia’s
ministry of defence showing
Odesa region as part of Rus-
sia demonstrates that
Moscow has not abandoned
its ambition to gather up
lands that were once part of
the Russian empire. As
Kyiv’s European allies de-
bate the extent of their in-
volvement in providing
security guarantees for
Ukraine, there are still
plenty of unanswered ques-
tions about the precise na-
ture of the reassurance force
being planned by the “coali-
tion of the willing”. But there
is no question about the
need for Ukraine’s interna-
tional supporters to provide
Kyiv with the strongest pos-
sible security guarantees.

Prasanta Saha;  Chandan Roychoudhury, Bengal Olympic Association & Bengal Paralympic Association; Basabdutta
Kar, Mrs India 2024;  Madhabilata Mitra, Supermodel & Mountaineer; Dibendu Barua, Grandmaster & Arjuna
Awardee; and Debashish Mallick Choudhury were present during the inauguration of a unique Art Exhibition or-
ganised by the Tata Steel World 25K Kolkata at the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, marking its 10th year, in
Kolkata on Tuesday.

From PG 1
dialogue. He had also announced an all-party meeting at 6
pm to address the crisis. "Any form of violence is not in the
national interest. We must adopt peaceful dialogue and dis-
cussion," Oli said in his statement. According to army
sources, Oli had earlier spoken to Nepal Army Chief General
Ashok Raj Sigdel, seeking military assistance to control the
worsening situation and to ensure his safe exit from the
Prime Minister's residence.Sources earlier said that Oli was
planning to flee to Dubai. In a joint letter, Nepal’s Chief Sec-
retary, Army chief, Home Secretary, and Police chief ex-
pressed grief over the loss of life and property during the
ongoing protests and urged citizens to maintain restraint..
Meanwhile, security operations intensified across Kath-
mandu. Around a dozen helicopters took off from the
Bhaisepati ministerial quarters to evacuate government of-
ficials to Tribhuvan International Airport. At least five army
helicopters were deployed to transport key ministers. Trib-
huvan International Airport was later shut down and all
flights cancelled amid escalating unrest, with protesters
calling on social media to disrupt operations by flying
drones, launching fireworks and using laser lights to inter-
fere with aircraft. Protesters also continued to target the
homes and offices of senior political leaders.. Visuals of the
Nepal Parliament showed thick smoke billowing from the
spot as the protesters set the building on fire.

CP Radhakrishnan 
elected as new Vice 
President of India, de-
feats B Sudershan Reddy
From PG 1
election was held 50 days
after Jagdeep Dhankhar
stepped down from his po-
sition as the VP  on July 21
due to health concerns.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was the first to exer-
cise his franchise this
morning. Among the other
early voters were Union
Ministers Rajnath Singh,
Meghwal, Pralhad Joshi,
Rajya Sabha deputy chair-
person Harivansh, former
Prime minister H D Deve
Gowda, Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, former Con-
gress president Sonia
Gandhi. With 324 MPs, the
Opposition had urged its
members to vote in the
“spirit of India,” appealing
to their consciences in
what they are calling an
“ideological battle.”, a total
of 300 MPs responded. "I
am only trying to awaken
the conscience of the peo-
ple. This is a fight for the
Constitution; it will con-
tinue. I thank the people
for the love I got and the
response of the civil soci-
ety," Reddy said

CM Mamata Pays Tribute
to Panchanan Barma

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tues-
day paid homage to leg-
endary reformer and social
thinker PanchananBarma
on his death anniversary,
describing him as “the soul
of the Rajbanshi society”
and a lasting source of in-
spiration. Highlighting her
government’s efforts to ho-
nour Barma’s legacy,
Banerjee recalled the es-
tablishment of Panchanan-
Barma University in Cooch
Behar, the inauguration of
its second campus at his
birthplace in Khalisamari,
and the renovation of his
ancestral home, which has
been transformed into a
museum and research cen-
tre. “I offer my heartfelt re-
spect and salutations to this
legendary figure. I believe
that this great soul has no
death. His thoughts and
ideals inspired people in the
past, continue to inspire

today, and will inspire in
the future as well,” Baner-
jee said in a post on X. She
added that a statue of the
reformer has also been in-
stalled to commemorate his
contributions.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther underlined her govern-
ment’s commitment to the
Rajbanshi community, not-
ing that Rajbanshi has been
recognised as an official
language, alongside Kam-

tapuri, Santali, Kurukh,
Kurmali, Nepali, Hindi,
Urdu, Odia, Punjabi, and
Telugu. “Efforts are also
underway to promote the
Sadri language,” she said.

Institutions such as the
Rajbanshi Development
Board, Rajbanshi Cultural
Academy, Rajbanshi Lan-
guage Academy, and Kam-
tapuri Language Academy
have been established to
preserve and promote cul-
tural and linguistic her-
itage. Nearly 200 Rajbanshi
schools have also been
granted government ap-
proval, she added

Banerjee also high-
lighted the formation of the
Narayani Battalion of the
state police, headquartered
in Mekhliganj, and the in-
stallation of a 15-foot
bronze statue of folk hero
MahabirChila Ray at
Baburhat, as part of wider
efforts to honour Rajbanshi
history and culture.

An artisan makes an idol of Goddess Durga at Kumortuli ahead of the Durga Puja fes-
tival in Kolkata, on Tuesday.                                                     pic Prabir Bhattacharya

State Steps Up
Suicide Preven-
tion  Initiatives
Among Students
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Student suicides remain a
growing concern across
India. In 2022 alone, more
than 13,000 students na-
tionwide took their own
lives. In West Bengal, recent
2025 data reveals that
nearly 12 percent of stu-
dents report suicidal
thoughts due to various
pressures. Psychologists
identify three major trig-
gers: family disputes, early
relationship breakdowns,
and substance abuse. In re-
sponse, the state govern-
ment has launched a
comprehensive strategy to
curb this alarming trend.

A key step is the ap-
pointment of Anwesha
Counsellors in every block.
Each counsellor is required
to sit in their assigned block
twice a week while dedicat-
ing the remaining days to
mental health treatment in
other areas. Special focus
has been placed on the 10–
19 age group, who are con-
sidered most vulnerable.

Health department offi-
cials confirmed that under
the School Health and Well-
ness Programme, two
teachers from every school
are being trained to identify
early signs of mental dis-
tress among students. To
strengthen this initiative, the
government has partnered
with the Child In Need Insti-
tute (CINI), which is sending
mental health professionals
to rural and remote dis-
tricts. Already, counsellors
have interacted with stu-
dents in 10,000 schools, at-
tempting to understand
their struggles through dia-
logue. The awareness drive
comes ahead of World Sui-
cide Prevention Day on Sep-
tember 10. Speaking on the
occasion, CINI’s Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Dr.Indrani
Bhattacharya, noted that
suicide rates are highest
among individuals aged 15
to 29. As part of school-
based surveys, students are
being advised to limit mobile
phone use, engage in sports,
read storybooks, eat healthy
home-cooked meals, and re-
duce junk food consump-
tion. The idea is to train
students to carry these les-
sons back to their families,
creating a ripple effect of
healthier practices. Cur-
rently, the program is active
across several districts, in-
cluding South 24 Parganas,
North 24 Parganas, Mur-
shidabad, Malda, Jalpaiguri,
and Cooch Behar. 

According to adolescent
health expert Dr.Sant-
wanaAdhikari, the districts
reporting the highest inci-
dence of suicides are Cooch
Behar, South 24 Parganas,
Murshidabad, Malda, and
Medinipur. To provide im-
mediate support, the state
has also launched a toll-free
helpline — 1800 121 5323
— for those struggling with
suicidal thoughts. Officials
stress that the initiative
combines school-based in-
terventions, community
awareness, and accessible
counselling to address the
crisis holistically.

ED Seizes Over Rs 90
Lakh in  Bengal Sand
Smuggling Raids
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Tuesday an-
nounced the recovery of
more than ₹90 lakh in
cash, along with incrimi-
nating documents, mobile
phones, and digital de-
vices, during day-long
raids conducted across 22
locations in West Bengal.
The searches, which began
at 6 a.m. on Monday and
continued late into the
night, targeted individuals
and businesses allegedly
linked to illegal sand
smuggling operations in
the state. According to of-
ficial sources, one of the
biggest recoveries came
from the residence of busi-
nessman Sourav Roy in
West Midnapore, where
ED officials seized around
₹65 lakh in cash. The
search operation at his
home lasted over 15 hours.
Roy is said to have close
business ties with G D Min-
ing Pvt. Ltd., a Kolkata-
based firm accused of
large-scale illegal sand
mining across riverbeds in
Bengal. Another signifi-
cant seizure of ₹25 lakh in
cash was made from the
house of SkZahurul Ali in
Giviballavpur, Jhargram.
Ali, once a small-time cycle
repair mechanic, is alleged
to have amassed huge
wealth in the last decade
through illegal sand ex-
traction, even constructing
a three-storied mansion on
the banks of the Sub-
arnarekha River. 

Piyush Goyal Confers EEPC India’s National Awards 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush-
Goyal conferred EEPC
India’s 56th National
Awards for Excellence in
Engineering Exports in
New Delhi, congratulating
106 exporters for their
outstanding performance
in 2023–24. Ten compa-
nies also received Quality
Awards for adhering to
stringent global standards.
Minister of State for Com-
merce & Industry and
Electronics & IT Jitin-
Prasada, and Union Com-
merce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal, were present at
the event, underscoring
the government’s support
for India’s engineering sec-
tor. In his address, EEPC
India Chairman Pankaj
Chadha highlighted chal-

lenges faced by exporters,
particularly MSMEs bur-
dened with high interest
rates of 9 percent or more.
He urged the government
to reintroduce the interest
equalization scheme to
make Indian MSMEs more
competitive globally.
Chadha also appealed to
credit rating agencies to
exclude U.S. exposure this
year, warning that includ-
ing it could lead to mass

downgrades amid tariff
hikes of up to 50 percent
on Indian engineering
goods. To mitigate risks,
Chadha proposed diversi-
fying exports through free
trade agreements with
Chile, Peru, and Mexico,
while suggesting 15 per-
cent government support
to bridge tariff disadvan-
tages of nearly 30 percent
faced against global com-
petitors.
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Name Change
I, Monalisa Das W/o Suman Roy D/o
Satya Narayan Das R/A - 87/7 Raja
SC Mullick Road, Police Station - Ne-
taji Nagar, P.O - Naktala, Kolkata -
700047, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Mon-
alisa Das Roy as declared before the
1st Class Judicial Magistrate Court at
Alipore (WB) vide Affidavit No.
57772 dated 28.08.2025. Monalisa
Das and Monalisa Das Roy are the
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Manjuara Khatun, W/O-Md Abdus
Samad Khan,residing atVill-Ulur-
dar,P/S-Dholahat, Dist- 24pgs(
S).That in  my passport & husband's
pension my name has been
recorded as Manjuara which is in-
correct.So vide  Affidavit before the
Ld 1st class J.M at Kakdwip dt-
22/08/2025(no-10051) that Man-
juara Khatun & Manjuara is same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ankita Chandak(Old Name),Wife
Of Bharat Baheti,Residing At Rare
Earth,Tower-5,Flat No-3b,93,Abul
Kalam Azad Sarani Kadapara,Po-
Kankurgachi, Kolkata-700054,West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Ankita Baheti(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit No 20 Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 09/09/
2025.Ankita Chandak And Ankita
Baheti Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, SHAIKH ABDUL HOSEN (Old
Name as per Daughter Passport No
:- C3308274) S/O.-LATE AKBAR
KHAN, Residing at VILL- MUKUN-
DAPUR, PO.- SAGARESWAR, PS.-
RAMNAGAR, EAST MEDINIPUR,
Pin- 721446, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name to (shall
henceforth be known as) ABUL
HOSEN KHAN (New Name) vide an
affidavit sworn before Notary public
at Kolkata on 09/09/2025. ABUL
HOSEN KHAN (New Name) and
SHAIKH ABDUL HOSEN (Old Name)
both are same identical person.

Name Change
I, NIMAI SAU & NIMAI CHAND SAU
(Old Name)  S/O- LATE PRAFULLA
SAHOO, residing at VILL- CHURKA
SARGERYA, PO.- BONAI, PS.- SA-
BANG, DIST.- WEST MEDINIPUR,
PIN- 721467, WEST BENGAL,
INDIA,  have changed my name to
(shall henceforth be known as)
NIMAI CHAND SAHOO (New Name)
vide an affidavit sworn before No-
tary public at Kolkata on 09/09/
2025. NIMAI CHAND SAHOO (New
Name) and NIMAI SAU & NIMAI
CHAND SAU (Old Name) both are
same identical person.

Name Change
I, Samiran Mondal(Old Name),Son Of
Kartick Chandra Mondal, Residing
At  19, Majherhati, Milannagar,
Nimta,  North 24 parganas - 700049,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Samiran Mandal(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
04/09/2025. Samiran Mondal And
Samiran Mandal Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Adwitiya Mondal (Old Name), Wife
Of Samiran Mandal, Residing At  19,
Majherhati, Milannagar, Nimta,
North 24 parganas - 700049,West
Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Adwitiya Mukhopadhyay (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
04/09/2025.Adwitiya Mondal And
Adwitiya Mukhopadhyay Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Imtiaz Ahmad (Old Name),Son Of
Aftab Ahmed, Residing At  84/3/
B,Topsia Road,Vtc & Po-Tiljala, South
24 Parganas-700039, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Imtiaz
Ahmed(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/09/2025. Imtiaz
Ahmad And Imtiaz Ahmed Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Morsalim Shaikh Mohammad
(old name) son of Ser Ali Sk, resid-
ing at B-145, H-4, Anandapalit
Road, Kolkata- 700014, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Md Morsalim Sk (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/09/2025. Md Morsalim Sk (new
name) and Morsalim Shaikh Mo-
hammad (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shobhara Mondal(Old Name),
Wife Of Ali Hossen Mondal,Residing
At  Nokari Paschim, Nokari Rana
ghat, Nadia-741201, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Sovaran
Khatun Mondal(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 08/09/2025.
Shobhara Mondal And Sovaran
Khatun Mondal Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Salma Begam(Old Name),Wife Of
Abdul Sajed Khan,Residing At Pu-
rusottampur Egra,East Medinipur-
721429,West Bengal,Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sultana Bibi(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
09/09/2025.Salma Begam And Sul-
tana Bibi Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Minya Abdul Sajid Khan (Old
Name),Son Of Abdul Karim Khan,
Residing At  Purusottampur Egra,
East Medinipur-721429,West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Abdul Sajed Khan(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 09/09/20
25.Minya Abdul Sajid Khan And
Abdul Sajed Khan Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Raqueb Mohammad (old name)
son of Late Mohammad Kasem, re-
siding at 9H/5F/G, Alimuddin Street,
P.O. & P.S.- Park Street, Kolkata-
700016, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Raqueb Md (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 08/09/2025. Raqueb Md
(new name) and Raqueb Moham-
mad (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohmmad Alamgir Halder(Old
Name),Son Of Abdulla Halder,Resid-
ing At Vill-North Jagdia,Po-Jagdia,
South 24 Parganas- 743355, West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Alamgir Halder(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 09/09/2025.
Mohmmad Alamgir Halder And
Alamgir Halder Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sonauddin Sekh(Old Name),Son Of
Baluddin Sekh, Residing At Khal-
shutia,Po - Negua,Ps - Egra, East
Medinipur - 721448, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Sonauddin
Sk(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/09/2025. Sonauddin
Sekh And Sonauddin Sk Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Sajahan (Old Name),Son Of
Sk Abu Bakkar,Residing At Gohal-
beria,Baganberia,Uluberia,Howrah
-  711312, West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Sk Saja-
han(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/09/2025. Sekh Saja-
han And Sk Sajahan Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Habiber Shaikh (old name) son of
Sk Abdul Rahim, residing at Z-
4/26,JALIYA PARA ROAD,BADAR-
TALA,KOLKATA-700044, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Habibur Rahaman
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 08/09/2025. Sk Habibur
Rahaman (new name) and Habiber
Shaikh (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asgar Molla (old name) son of
Nader Molla, residing at Netra,
Dakshin Sahardaha, South 24 Pgs,
Pin- 743368, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Ajgar Molla
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 29/08/2025. Ajgar
Molla (new name) and Asgar Molla
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Gulshan (old name) wife of Md
Ashraful Hussaini, residing at
63/H/3, Madan Mohan Burman
Street, Barabazar, Kolkata- 700007,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Gulshan parveen  (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 08/09/2025. Gulshan
parveen  (new name) and Gulshan
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Anand Kumar Patwa (old name)
son of Manoj Patwa, residing at 8,
Pagla Danga Road, P.S.- Pragati
Maidan, Kolkata- 700105, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Anand Patwa (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Sealdah (Kolkata), vide an affidavit
dated 27/06/2024. Anand Patwa
(new name) and Anand Kumar
Patwa (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nita Guha Roy (old name) wife of
Sumanta Guha Roy, residing at AL-
268, Salt Lake, Sector-2, Bidhanna-
gar, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin-
700091, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Nita Bishnu (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 09/09/2025. Nita
Bishnu (new name) and Nita Guha
Roy (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Altaphossein Mandal (old
name) son of Md Mosaref Mondal,
residing at Bagi, P.O.- Amdobe,
P.S.-Bagdah, Dist.- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743251, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Altap
Hossein Mondal (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
04/09/2025. Altap Hossein Mondal
(new name) and Md Altaphossein
Mandal (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ali Hyder (Old Name) S/O Fazle
Kerim Sheikh,Residing At Urban
Villa No.4,Bibirhat,Maheshtala
Road,Po-Bakhrahat,Ps-Bishnupur,
Dist-24 Parganas (South), Pin-
743377,West Bengal, India. Have
Changed My  Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As Ali Hyder
Sheikh (New Name) As Declared
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate  At Alipore Dated
01/08/2025 Vide Affidavit No.50991.
Ali Hyder (Old Name) And Ali Hyder
Sheikh (New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sarifuddin Munshi (Old Name) S/O
Samsur Munshi,Residing At Vill-
Faridpur,Po-Gopal Nagar,Ps-Ko-
laghat,Dist-Purba Medinipur, Pin-
721130,West Bengal, India. Have
Changed My  Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As Sk Sarif
Uddin Munshi(New Name) As De-
clared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata Dated 08/09/ 2025.Sarifud-
din Munshi (Old Name) And Sk Sarif
Uddin Munshi (New Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sanjoy Manna (Old Name) S/o Late
Bharat Manna Residing at 60/2/1,
Sita Nath Bose Lane, P.o - Salkia, Dis-
trict - Howrah, Pin - 711106 West
Bengal India Have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Sanjay Manna (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 09-09-
2025. Sanjoy Manna (Old Name) and
Sanjay Manna (New Name) both as
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dulal Kayal (Old Name) S/o Rajani
Kayal Residing at Vill - Jagadishpur
Kayal Para, P.o - Jagadishpur Hat,
P.s - Liluah, District - Howrah, Pin -
711114, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Dulal Chandra
Kayal (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 09-09-2025. Dulal
Kayal  (Old Name) and Dulal Chan-
dra Kayal (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jahanara Sekh (Old Name) W/o
Golam Sabdul Sekh Residing at Vill
- Khirishtala, P.o - Gandhabaduli, P.s
- Bishnupur, District - South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 743503, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Jaha-
nara Bibi (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 09-09-2025. Ja-
hanara Sekh (Old Name) and Jaha-
nara Bibi (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shipra Sen (Old Name) W/o Prabir
Sen Residing at B-4/227, Buddha-
park Simanta Connector,  Kalyani,
Ranaghat District - Nadia, Pin -
741235 West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Shipra Sen
Ghosh (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 08-09-2025. Shipra
Sen  (Old Name) and Shipra Sen
Ghosh (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Najam Shah alias Nazam Shah (Old
Name) S/o Kasim Bachchoo Shah Re-
siding at 7/1, Govind Chand Dhar
Lane, P.o - Kolkata G.P.O, P.s - Burra
Bazar, District - Kolkata, Pin - 700001
West Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Najam Bachchoo Shah (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
08-09-2025. Najam Shah, Nazam
Shah (Old Name) and Najam Bach-
choo Shah (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Musarraf Jahan (Old Name) W/o
Najam Bachchoo Shah Residing at
7/1, Govind Chand Dhar Lane, P.o -
Kolkata G.P.O, P.s - Burra Bazar, Dis-
trict - Kolkata, Pin - 700001 West
Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Saira Shah (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 08-09-
2025. Musarraf Jahan (Old Name)
and Saira Shah (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Farida Abbas Ali Mondal (Old
Name) W/o Late Abbas Ali Mandal
Residing at Jotsadi,  District- Purba
Bardhaman, Pin - 713103, West
Bengal India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Farida Mandal (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
17/2025 Dated 09-09-2025. Farida
Abbas Ali Mondal (Old Name) and
Farida Mandal (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Suman Ghose S/o. Radha Gobinda
Ghose (old name), R/o. Rosna, Pan-
dua, Hooghly-712149, W.B. have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Suman Ghosh S/o.
Radhagobinda Ghosh (new name)
vide an affidavit no. 8743 sworn be-
fore Judicial Magistrate, Sadar,
Hooghly Court on 09/09/2025.
Suman Ghose S/o. Radha Gobinda
Ghose & Suman Ghosh S/o. Rad-
hagobinda Ghosh, both are the
same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abhinash Sutradhar (old name)
son of Late Ramesh Chandra Sutrad-
har, residing at New Sreepally Palta,
P.O.- Bengal Enamel, Barrackpore,
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743122
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Abinash Sutradhar (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 09/09/2025. Abinash
Sutradhar (new name) and Abhi-
nash Sutradhar (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Priya Pramanick (old name) wife
of Raj Sharma, residing at F-
57/43/1355, Kalitala Road, P.O.-
Kalyani, Nadia- 741235, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Priya Sharma (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/09/2025. Priya Sharma (new
name) and Priya Pramanick (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Jyotsna Sarkar (old Name) w/o
Sarat Naskar.  Smarajit Naskar is
my Son R/D of vill-Raynagar, P.O.-
Nasherkuli, P.S.-Ranaghat, Dist-
Nadia, Pin-741238, Do here by, de-
clare that I have changed the name
of my Self Jyotsna Sarkar (Old
name) to Jyotsna Naskar (New
Name) in all Purpose. Vide affidavit
NO-81 Sworn before the Notary
Public at Ranaghat on1/9/25 That
Jyotsna Sarkar (Old Name) and Jy-
otsna Naskar (Correct Name) both
are Same and one identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rakesh Ali Mandal Passport No-
U6231533) Father - Iman Ali Mondal
(Old Name) My 84 Bagdah Assembly
(SC) 2002 (Old Voter List Part No. -161,
Serial No. -327, Epic No.- WB/13/084/
480773 Death Certificate No.- HOSPL/
2018/ 013809) Old Reg No.-13814 Date
-11/18/2018 UNDER KMC My Father's
Name as per KMC is Iman Mondal (Old
Name) Address - Village -Rautara P.O. -
Asharu P.S -Bongaon District -24 Pgs.(N)
Pin -743251 My Voter ID Card (No. -
WKM0876268) Aadhaar Card (No. -
714839054232) Pan Card (No.
-CHLPM2042L) and Madhyamik Admit
Card (No. -B4052061-026) I have
changed my father's name to Iman Ali
Mandal (New Name) as per Ld. A.C.J.M
1st Class Bongaon Court Affidavit dated
03/09/2025 stating that father Iman Ali
Mondal and Iman Mondal (Old Name)
and Iman Ali Mandal (New Name) are
known as one and the same person.

Name Change
I, Smt. Nandarani Dey, w/o. Pranab
Kumar Dey s/o late Subal Chandra
Dey residing at Vill.-Chakundi, P.O.-
Nabastha, P.S.-Memari, Dist.-
Purba Bardhaman- 713407 my
husband’s name has been recorded
in P.P.O. record as Pronab Kumar
Dey, declared before the 1st class
Judicial Magistrate Purba Burd-
wan, WB vide Affidavit No.25269
Late Pranab Kumar Dey and Late
Pronab Kumar Dey both are Same
and are identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Asmat  S/o Habib Ali Sk  resid-
ing at Vill+P.O-Radhanagar,P.S-
Namkhana,Dist-South 24 Parganas,
WB, declare that  my Father  name
has been wrongly recorded as Sk
Habib in my madhyamik certifi-
cate.My Father actual name is
Habib ali Sk instead of Sk Habib
vide an affidavit Before the Ld.Judi-
cial Magistrate 1st class at
Alipore,South 24 Pgs on 10/07/ 20
25.Affidavit no 43996. That Habib
Ali Sk  and Sk Habib both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipa Das (W/o Raju Dutta, D/o Ara-
binda Das), resident of Bibekananda
Palli, Chakdah, Dist. Nadia, Pin-
741222, declare that my correct
name is Dipa Das (Aadhaar No. 2499
2701 7661). In my son’s Birth Certifi-
cate (Reg. No. 2927/2014, issued
03.03.2014 by Kalyani Municipality),
my name was wrongly recorded as
Dipa Dutta. Both names refer to the
same person. Affidavit sworn before
Notary, Kalyani Court, Nadia, on
14.07.2025.

Name Change
I, Sri Samir Kumar Mondal, s/o Lt.
Alok Nath Mondal, resident of
Vill/P.O.-Chapri, P.S.- Kashipur,
Dist.-Purulia declare that my name
has changed as Samir  Mondal (in
my son’s birth certificate), in the
Court of LD. J.M. 1st Class Raghu-
nathpur, Purulia.  vide affidavit
No.2575 dated 25.08.2025. Hence-
forth Samir Kumar Mondal & Samir
Mondal both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rejwan Khan, S/o. Jawed Khan,
residing at 5/1/1, G.C.R.C. Ghat Rd,
P.S.-Shibpur, Dist.- Howrah-711102
my Father’s name has been
recorded in my PAN card as Javed
Khan declared in the Court of LD
Executive Magistrate 1st class  at
Howrah vide Affidavit No. 14488/25
dated 28.08.2025. Henceforth
Jawed Khan and Javed Khan both
are same and are identical person.

Name Change
I, Nirapada Sarkar, S/o Lt. Gireesh
Sarkar, residing at  Vill – Arbalda,P.O-
Kandakhola, P.S- Santipur, Dist –
Nadia, W.B. declare that  in my
daughter Susmita Sarkar’s Class VIII
Pass certificate my name has been
wrongly recorded as Niranjan Sarkar
instead of my actual name i.e., Nira-
pada Sarkar as mentioned in my
Aadhar Card. That Niranjan Sarkar
and Nirapada Sarkar both are same
and one identical person i.e, myself
and father of my daughter vide affi-
davit  95053 dated 09.09.2025 be-
fore Ld Judicial Magistrate (1st Class)
at Ranaghat, Nadia.

Name Change
I, Samir Kumar Dey (Old Name) S/o
Late Amulya Kumar Dey Residing
at 81, Garia Srinagar Main Road,
Near Makali Builders, P.o - Pan-
chasayar, P.s - Narendrapur, Dis-
trict - South 24 Parganas, Pin -
700094, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall
henceforth be Known as Samir Dey
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 09-09-2025. Samir Kumar
Dey  (Old Name) and Samir Dey
(New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

State Govt to Regulate Toto Services
with Fixed Routes and Registration

MI News Service, Kolkata: After
autos, totos in West Bengal will now
have fixed routes. The three-wheeler
vehicles, which often ferry passen-
gers to any destination without re-
strictions, are set to come under
strict regulation by the state govern-
ment.

Recently, the Transport Depart-
ment held a meeting with district ad-
ministrations, municipalities, toto
unions, and the police to finalize new
guidelines. A key decision was to in-
troduce route-based operation, lim-
iting totos to specific areas. To
determine the exact number of vehi-
cles on the road, the government will
also conduct a comprehensive toto

census.
Toto unions proposed cancelling

multiple registrations under a single
name, insisting they will not accept
any “middleman system” or mahaja-
nipratha. Officials agreed that each
toto must be registered through the
district administration. Registered
vehicles will receive number plates
embedded with QR codes, allowing
authorities to track whether a vehi-
cle is violating its assigned route.

Another major decision is the in-
troduction of an annual tax on totos.
Currently, the government does not
collect any revenue from these vehi-
cles. Transport Department officials
further revealed that most totos ply-

ing today are illegal. Drivers will be
given time to replace these with e-
rickshaws, though the department
clarified it will not rush the process.
Since most totos last no more than
two to three years, authorities plan
to phase them out gradually during
replacement cycles.

As a corrective measure, the
Transport Department has reiterated
its ban on three-wheelers on high-
ways, directing police to enforce it
strictly. Local municipalities and
panchayats have been instructed to
finalize routes in consultation with
unions. Where the number of totos
exceeds demand, rotation systems
will be introduced.

EC on Alert Over
Voter List Ahead
of SIR in Bengal
MI News Service, Kolkata:
With the Statewide Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls approaching, the Elec-
tion Commission has stepped
up its vigilance regarding
voter list applications in West
Bengal. Between March and
May, the commission re-
ceived a flood of new applica-
tions from individuals seeking
to be included in the voter
rolls. Fearing possible com-
plications during SIR, many
applied through Form 6 (for
new voters) and Form 8 (for
corrections or modifications).

However, while applica-
tions have surged, a signifi-
cant portion is being rejected
due to incomplete documen-
tation and errors. Official
data reveals that over 50 per-
cent of applications submitted
during this period were inval-
idated. Out of a total of 2.33
lakh applications, the com-
mission rejected as many as
1.16 lakh.

The bulk of these applica-
tions originated from border
districts, particularly Malda,
Murshidabad, and the two 24
Parganas. Murshidabad
alone accounted for 30,000
rejections, while South and
North 24 Parganas recorded
around 20,000 and 25,000
cancellations respectively.
Commission officials stated
that applicants must fill every
column of the forms and at-
tach the required documents
without exception. Any
lapse—such as leaving sec-
tions blank or failing to pro-
vide valid proof—results in
outright rejection.

Previously, online voter
card applications were
processed with relative ease,
and cards were often deliv-
ered directly to applicants’
homes. Now, however, each
application undergoes a de-
tailed hearing process, where
both sides are heard before a
decision is made. At present,
nearly one lakh applications
remain pending as hearings
could not be completed.

The situation has become
even more pressing in recent
months. Between June and
August, the Commission re-
portedly received an addi-
tional 10 lakh applications. Of
these, only 34 percent have
been approved so far.

Students hold a protest over alleged corruption and Nepal government’s decision to ban social media sites, in Kath-
mandu. The government later announced the withdrawal of the decision.

Pvt Hosps  Cannot Withhold Bodies Over Pend-
ing Bills, Orders State Health Commission

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a major directive aimed
at curbing harassment of
grieving families, the West
Bengal Clinical Establish-
ment Regulatory Commis-
sion on Monday ordered
that private hospitals and
nursing homes cannot
withhold the body of a de-
ceased patient over unpaid
bills or any other disputes.

The official guideline,
issued to all private health
facilities, clearly states:
“Hospitals cannot use
pending dues or any other
reason as a pretext to de-
tain a body. If a patient’s
family has any outstanding
amount, the matter must
be reported to the commis-
sion. Recovery of dues will
be the responsibility of the
commission, not the hospi-
tal. Families cannot be
subjected to distress
through denial of the
body.”

The directive further
mandates that hospitals

must release the body
within five hours of death.
If there is any delay be-
yond this period, the rea-
sons must be documented.
Exceptions will be made
only in genuine cases—
such as when family mem-
bers are arriving from
another state or abroad
and request the hospital to
keep the body in the
morgue for a longer time.

The commission has
warned that any violation
of this order will invite
strict action, including the
cancellation of the hospi-
tal’s license.

The step comes after
repeated complaints from
families across the state.
Hospitals often cite unpaid
bills, pending insurance
settlements, or disputes
with relatives as reasons to
delay handing over bodies,
forcing families into pro-
longed distress.

Recently, one such case
was reported from a pri-

vate hospital in New Ali-
pore. A youth named Mu-
dassirParvez lodged a
complaint with the com-
mission, alleging that his
relative, who passed away
at 12:40 a.m. on August
12, was not released to the
family for more than 15
hours. The hospital report-
edly cited delays in insur-
ance payment as the
reason for withholding the
body.

Following the com-
plaint, the commission in-
vestigated and issued
Monday’s directive to all
private establishments.

Chairman of the com-
mission and former Justice
Asim Kumar Banerjee con-
demned such practices,
stating: “These incidents
are unacceptable and will
not be tolerated. The re-
cent case in New Alipore
has made it necessary for
us to intervene strongly.
Hence, this guideline has
been issued.”
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Sealdah division to introduce additional stoppages of 
AC EMU locals to facilitate esteemed commuters

Siliguri–Kathmandu Passenger Bus Services Suspended

Sterling and Wilson urges SEBI Action, 
Embassy REIT rejects allegations as frivolous

India Stun Oman to Clinch Bronze  in CAFA Nations Cup Debut

Tata Steel 25K Kolkata Marks 10 Years with Art Exhibition

EC intensifies scrutiny of new political party 
applications to combat electoral fraud

"Direct insult to the toiling land of Punjab," Manish Sisodia 
slams PM Modi's Rs 1600 cr relief announcementMI News Service,  

Kolkata: In recent past, 
Sealdah Division has in-
troduced three (3) pairs of 
AC EMU Local in between 
Sealdah – Ranaghat, Seal-
dah – Bongaon – Ranaghat 
& Sealdah – Krish-
nanagar. All the AC locals 
have got massive patron-
age, bringing new horizon 
in suburban transporta-
tion. After obtaining over-
whelming response from 
daily passengers & con-
sidering growing demand 
for additional stoppages 
at different station, it has 
been decided to provide 
additional stops in Seal-
dah – Ranaghat & Sealdah 

– Bongaon – Ranaghat 
locals on experimental 
basis for one month with 
effect from 15.09.2025.

*31637/31638 Seal-
dah – Ranaghat AC Local 
will be provided addi-
tional stoppage at Shyam 
Nagar & Belgharia, while 
33761/33762 Sealdah 
– Bongaon – Ranaghat 
AC EMU will also stop at 
Chandpara, Machhaland-
apur, Ashok Nagar Road, 
Bira & Birati for 1 month 
w.e.f. 15.09.25. During 
this period of additional 
stoppages on experimen-
tal basis, no Monthly Sea-
son Tickets will be issued.* 
After having detailed data 

of footfall, proper analysis 
will be done by critical-
ly examining patronage 
at new stations for the 
continuance of additional 
stoppages.

Under inspiring leader-
ship of Shri Rajeev Saxe-
na/DRM, Sealdah Division 
is looking forward to cater 
to the growing demand 
of premium services by 
modernization & upgrad-
ed infrastructure for sig-
nificant benefits to com-
muters. Introduction of 
AC services has enhanced 
commuting experience 
by potentially reducing 
congestion in existing ser-
vices.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Passenger bus 
services between Kath-
mandu and Siliguri in 
West Bengal have been 
suspended from Tuesday 
following agitation in Ne-
pal’s capital.

The twice-weekly ser-
vices, operating on Tues-
days and Thursdays, have 
been suspended on “tech-
nical grounds,” a source 
in the North Bengal State 
Transport Corporation 
(NBSTC) confirmed, re-
garding the temporary 
suspension of the Kath-
mandu–Kakarvitta–Siligu-
ri route.

No official statement has 
yet been issued on the de-
velopment.

The India–Nepal Treaty 
of Peace and Friendship 
of 1950, which forms the 
cornerstone of the close 
bilateral relationship, en-
sures that citizens of both 
nations rely on each oth-
er and enjoy nearly equal 
advantages, facilities, and 
opportunities.

Covering a distance of 
488 kilometers, the Friend-
ship Bus departs Siliguri 
at 1500 hrs and arrives 
at Swayambhunath Bus 
Park, Kathmandu, around 
0800 hrs the following day, 

depending on road condi-
tions—making it a 17-hour 
journey. The service orig-
inates from the Tenzing 
Norgay Bus Terminus in 
Siliguri and terminates at 
the Swayambhunath Bus 
Park in Kathmandu, and 
vice versa.

Meanwhile, commer-
cial transport carrying 
essential commodities has 
also been disrupted since 
Monday evening. Scores of 
trucks have been stranded 
at Panitanki, on the Indi-
an side of the Indo–Nepal 
international border, as 
cross-border movement 
remains suspended.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   Sterling and 
Wilson Renewable Ener-

gy Limited (SWREL) has 
urged the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) to act against 
Embassy Office Parks 
REIT over alleged reg-
ulatory violations, cit-
ing criminal charges 
against individuals 
linked to the REIT's 
management.

However, Embassy 
REIT in its disclosures, 
has dismissed the accu-
sations as "false, frivo-
lous and vexatious," as-
serting that the matter 
has already been reject-
ed by multiple judicial 
forums and it has been 
held that there exists 
no binding contract be-
tween Embassy Energy 
and Sterling Wilson.

In a letter dated 
September 5, Sterling 
and Wilson reiterated 
that the case involves 
chargesheets filed by 
the Economic Offences 
Wing and Enforcement 
Directorate for alleged 
offences of cheating, 
criminal breach of 
trust, and money laun-
dering.

The company 
stressed that such pro-

ceedings directly impact 
the "fit and proper per-
son" criteria under SEBI 
regulations.

Jagannadha Rao, 
Company Secretary and 
Compliance Officer of 
SWREL, said: "Key per-
sonnel associated with 
Embassy REIT are facing 
a chargesheet for seri-
ous economic offences, 
directly implicating the 
'fit and proper' criteria 
under SEBI regulations. 
This situation demands 
regulatory intervention 
to protect the interests of 
the market and all inves-
tors."

Sterling and Wilson 
also rejected the argu-
ment that it lacked locus 
standi, emphasising that 
SEBI's mandate covers 
the integrity of the entire 
market.

Embassy REIT disclo-
sures state that the al-
leged non-payment of 
₹100 crores by Embassy 
Energy is "baseless" and 
part of a "pattern of vex-
atious litigation" pursued 
by Sterling Wilson. It is 
also stated that the dis-
pute stems from a 2017 
contractual arrangement 

between Embassy Ener-
gy and an IL&FS entity. 
Sterling Wilson was a 
sub-contractor engaged 
by another sub-contrac-
tor (another IL&FS en-
tity) with no direct con-
tract or agreement with 
Embassy Energy.

Given the financial 
difficulties faced by the 
IL&FS group in 2018, 
Sterling Wilson claimed 
that certain payments 
were not forthcoming, 
and they demanded the 
same of Embassy Ener-
gy.

Embassy Energy has 
discharged all its obliga-
tions, making a payment 
of ₹777 crores in De-
cember 2020 to IL&FS 
Solar. Despite this, Ster-
ling Wilson    zhas con-
tinued its frivolous liti-
gation against Embassy 
Energy at the same time 
seeking payment from 
the IL&FS sub-contrac-
tor. The disclosure also 
states that Sterling Wil-
son's claim to the extent 
of approximately ₹s 94 
crores has been accept-
ed in the IL&FS insol-
vency proceedings.

The REIT pointed out 
that both the National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(Bengaluru) and the Na-
tional Company Law Ap-
pellate Tribunal (Chen-
nai) have dismissed the 
claims, ruling that no 
contractual relationship 
existed between EEPL 
and Sterling Wilson Pri-
vate Limited (SWPL).

Embassy REIT also 
stated that SWREL has 
initiated criminal pro-
ceedings against indi-
viduals not responsible 
for EEPL's operations. 
It clarified that Jitendra 
Virwani has never been 
a director of EEPL, and 
Karan Virwani resigned 
as a director in 2019.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   India script-
ed history on their debut 
in the CAFA Nations Cup 
2025, defeating high-
er-ranked Oman 3-2 on 
penalties after a 1-1 draw 
in regulation and extra 
time, to secure third place 
at the Hisor Central Stadi-
um on Monday night.

Oman struck first in the 
55th minute through Ja-
meel Al Yahmadi, but In-

dia responded 25 minutes 
later. Substitute Udanta 
Singh Kumam headed 
home in the 80th minute 
from Rahul Bheke’s long 
throw flicked on by Dan-
ish Farooq. After a lengthy 
VAR check, the equaliser 
stood, taking the game 
into extra time.

Oman were reduced to 
10 men when Ali Al Bu-
saidi was sent off in the 
96th minute, but despite 

India’s dominance, neither 
side found the winner.

The shootout saw Lalli-
anzualaChhangte, Rahul 
Bheke, and Jithin MS score 
for India. Anwar Ali’s ef-
fort was saved and Udan-
ta missed, but Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu produced a 
stunning stop against Al 
Yahmadi’s decisive pen-
alty to clinch victory. 
For Oman, only Thani 
Al Rushaidi and Muhsen 

Al Ghassani converted, 
while Harib Al Saadi and 
Ahmed Al Kaabi faltered.

India’s bronze med-
al marks a landmark 
achievement, showcas-
ing their ability to match 
stronger footballing na-
tions and making a bold 
statement on the Asian 
stage.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   What began 
as a race has now evolved 
into a festival of spir-
it, service, and creativi-
ty. The Tata Steel World 
25K Kolkata on Tuesday 
unveiled a unique Art 
Exhibition at the Indian 
Council for Cultural Re-
lations to mark its 10thy-
ear. Curated by acclaimed 
artist  DebasishMallick 
Choudhury, the exhibition 
will run from 9th to 11th 
September 2025, between 
3 PM and 8 PM, bringing 
together creativity, sport, 
and service in a powerful 
confluence.

The Inauguration cere-
mony was graced by em-
inent dignitaries including 

MadhabilataMitra, Su-
permodel & Mountaineer;  
ChandanRoychoudhury, 
Bengal Olympic Associa-
tion & Bengal Paralympic 
Association;  Basabdutta-
Kar, Mrs India 2024; and 
Grandmaster &Arjuna 
Awardee DibenduBarua.

Speaking at the event, 
Grandmaster DibenduBa-
rua said, “The Tata Steel 
World 25K Kolkata re-
flects resilience and disci-
pline—values that art too 
embodies. This exhibition 
beautifully brings these 
worlds together.”

ChandanRoychoudhury 
added, “Both sport and 
art unite and inspire. This 
initiative honours our ath-
letes, armed forces, and 

the creativity of Bengal’s 
youth.”

Featuring 25 young and 
emerging painters from 
leading art institutions 
such as Visva-Bharati Uni-
versity, RabindraBharati 
University, Government 
College of Art & Craft, Bir-
la Academy of Art & Cul-
ture, Indian Art College, 
and Montmartre, the ex-
hibition explores themes 
of courage, resilience, and 
national pride.

All proceeds from the 
exhibition, organised in 
collaboration with the 
Bengal Sub Area, Indian 
Army, will be donated to 
the Army Welfare Fund, 
Bengal Sub Area, Indian 
Army.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has 
announced stringent new 
measures to prevent fraud-
ulent political party regis-
trations, mandating inten-
sive verification of founding 
members' affidavits after 
discovering cases of ma-
nipulated documentation 
in recent applications.

As part of its ongoing 
campaign to clean up the 
electoral system, the ECI 
will now require verifi-
cation of at least 20 ran-
domly selected individual 
affidavits from founding 
members of any associa-
tion seeking registration 
as a political party under 
Section 29A of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 
1951.

The decision comes af-
ter the Commission noticed 
several recent cases where 
applicants submitted "ma-
nipulated or false affida-
vits" in attempts to secure 
political party registration. 
The new protocol aims to 
eliminate such dubious ap-
plicants and ensure only 
genuine organisations re-
ceive registration approval.

"To remove such dubious 
applicants and to ensure 
that only genuine appli-
cants get considered for 

registration," the ECI stat-
ed in its directive, adding 
that the verification pro-
cess will be conducted at 
the registration stage itself 
rather than after approval.

The intensified scruti-
ny forms part of the ECI's 
broader effort to cleanse 
the electoral system of 
non-existent and non-func-
tional Registered Unrec-
ognised Political Parties 
(RUPPs). In the first phase 
of this cleanup exercise, 
the Commission has al-
ready delisted 334 RUPPs 
on August 9, 2025, reduc-
ing the total number of 
listed RUPPs from 2,854 to 
2,520.

The cleanup drive con-
tinues with a second round 
launched in August 2025, 
where the ECI identified 
another 476 RUPPs and 
directed Chief Electoral Of-
ficers of States and Union 
Territories to conduct ver-
ification inquiries against 
these political parties.

Given that the founding 
members of political par-
ties often come from dif-
ferent districts and states, 
the ECI has established a 
comprehensive verification 
mechanism. The concerned 
Chief Electoral Officers will 
coordinate verifications 
through respective District 
Electoral Officers, ensur-
ing thorough scrutiny re-
gardless of geographical 
spread.

This decentralised ap-
proach is designed to pre-
vent applicants from ex-
ploiting jurisdictional gaps 
or administrative oversight 

that may have allowed 
fraudulent registrations in 
the past. 

MI News Service, New Delhi 
:  AAP leader Manish Sisodia 
criticised Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Tuesday re-
garding the announcement of 
Rs 1,600 crores in compen-
sation for the flood-affected 
Punjab.

He further alleged that this 
amount is inadequate, partic-
ularly when considering that 
prominent industrialists such 
as Adani and Ambani have 
benefitted from debt waivers 
totalling Rs 10 crores.

"The land of Punjab has 
always filled the nation's 
stomach, guarded its bor-
ders, and supported India in 
every hour of crisis. Today, 
the same Punjab is drowning 
in floods. Farmers are ru-

ined, homes are submerged, 
labourers have lost their 
livelihoods, but the Modi gov-
ernment is merely offering 
them "consolation" by giving 
just ₹1600 crore. And when it 
comes to industrialist friends 
like Adani-Ambani, the same 
government waives off a debt 
of ₹10 lakh crore," Sisodia 
posted on X.

He further added, "Modi ji, 
is there no value to the suf-
fering of Punjabis? This is 
nothing but a direct insult to 
the toiling land of Punjab."

Earlier today, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced financial assistance 
of Rs 1,600 crore for Punjab, 
in addition to the existing Rs 
12,000 crore allocated to the 

state. There will be an ad-
vance release of the second 
instalment of SDRF and PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi.

According to the Prime 
Minister's Office, PM Modi 
emphasised the need for a 
multidimensional approach 
to help the entire region and 
its people recover. This would 
include measures such as 
rebuilding homes under the 
PM Awas Yojana, restoring 
national highways, recon-
structing schools, providing 
relief through the PMNRF, 
and distributing mini kits for 
livestock.

Recognising the critical 
need to support the agricul-
tural community, additional 
assistance will be provided 

specifically targeted at farm-
ers who currently lack power 
connections. For bores which 
have been silted over or 
swept away, support for re-
furbishing would be extend-
ed under Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana on a project 
mode, as per a specific pro-
posal from the State Gov-
ernment, as per the PMO.

For bore pumps running 
on diesel, convergence with 
the MNRE for solar panels 
& support will be facilitated 
for micro-irrigation under 
the Per Drop More Crop 
guidelines.

Under the Pradhan Man-
tri Awaas Yojana Gramin, 
financial assistance will be 
extended under "Special 

Project" submitted by the 
Government of Punjab for 
the reconstruction of hous-
es in rural areas to eligible 
households whose houses 
have been damaged due to 
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Ranchi: A 27-year-old patient
from Jharkhand, Mr. MD Irfan,
has been successfully given a new
lease of life after undergoing a
heart transplant at Narayana RN
Tagore Hospital, Mukundapur.
The complex surgery was led by
renowned cardiac specialists Dr.
Lalit Kapoor and Dr. Ayan Kar.

Mr. Irfan had been battling
heart disease since childhood. In
2008, at the age of nine, he under-
went a high-risk valve replace-
ment surgery performed by Dr.
Lalit Kapoor, who operated on him
as a life-saving measure. While
that surgery helped him survive
and grow into adulthood, his heart
condition gradually worsened and
eventually reached end-stage
heart failure, where medicines
could no longer keep him alive.
Married and a father of one, he
returned to Dr. Kapoor earlier this
year with severe symptoms. On
evaluation, doctors determined
that only a heart transplant could
save his life.

He was placed on the trans-
plant list in Kolkata but faced chal-
lenges of distance, logistics, and

finances, since Jharkhand does
not yet have a transplant program.
With the timely availability of a
donor organ through the SOTTO
network, the facilitation of a green
corridor for organ transport, and
the support of Narayana RN
Tagore Hospital management, the
transplant surgery was successful-
ly carried out.

Dr. Lalit Kapoor, Senior
Consultant, Cardiac Surgery,
Narayana RN Tagore Hospital,
said, "Heart transplants are
among the most challenging yet
rewarding procedures. India per-
forms around 220-230 such sur-
geries annually, compared to
3,000 in the US. Thanks to modern
post-transplant medicines, sur-
vival has improved drastically,
with an average of 13 years and
even cases of 40 years or more. In
Mr. Irfan's case, having operated
on him as a child back in 2008, it
is deeply fulfilling to see him get a
second chance at life now with a
heart transplant. Timely organ
donation and our hospital's sup-
port ensured this success."

Dr. Kapoor further explained

that two main challenges continue
to limit organ donation in India.
The first is the supply chain, which
involves timely diagnosis of brain
death and sensitively counselling
families to consent for donation.

The second is transport, which
requires systems like green corri-
dors and government-supported
ambulances. While transport can
be managed with planning and
coordination, the greater challenge

is the supply chain, ensuring more
families are approached and more
hospitals are trained to actively
participate in the donation process.
Dr. Ayan Kar, Consultant -
Interventional Cardiology,

Narayana RN Tagore Hospital,
added, "This young man's case
reflects the urgent need for better
organ utilisation in India. Artificial
hearts remain prohibitively costly
here, and poor coordination
between stakeholders often leads
to organs being wasted. Awareness
in eastern India is still among the
lowest. For patients in end-stage
heart failure, drugs can only
extend life for about a year, while a
transplant can add a decade or
more. Early detection improves
outcomes, but even then, recovery
is a long process. It can take up to
a year for the immune system to
adjust and for patients to rebuild
tolerance." The surgery, which
began after coordination with mul-
tiple organ retrieval teams, con-
cluded late in the evening. Post-sur-
gery, Mr. Irfan recovered well, was
extubated within 48 hours, and dis-
charged after stabilising. He is cur-
rently under close follow-up with
Dr. Kapoor and the hospital's car-
diac team. Mr. R. Venkatesh, Group
COO, Narayana Health, said, "At
Narayana Health, we are commit-
ted to building robust transplant

programs across the country that
not only provide cutting-edge clini-
cal care but also address systemic
gaps in organ donation. Each suc-
cessful transplant highlights the
collective effort of doctors, coordi-
nators, government agencies, and
the patient's family. Stories like this
remind us why we must continue
investing in awareness campaigns
and collaborative networks to
ensure more lives are saved."

Mr. Abhijit CP, Director,
Narayana RN Tagore Hospital and
Corporate Growth Initiatives,
Narayana Health (East), added,
"Narayana RN Tagore Hospital
has become one of the leading
centres for heart transplants in
eastern India, with around 45
successful procedures carried out
so far. Our focus is not just on
clinical excellence but also on
ensuring that patients from
regions with limited access, like
Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar, and
the Northeast, can benefit from
these advanced treatments.
Strengthening awareness, coordi-
nation, and affordability remain
central to our growth strategy."

Seoul : North Korea said Tuesday that
leader Kim Jong Un supervised a test of a
new rocket engine designed for interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, the latest step in
his effort to build an arsenal that poses a
viable threat to the continental United
States.

North Korea's official Korean Central
News Agency said Monday's event marked
the ninth and final ground test of the solid-
fuel rocket engine built with carbon fibre
and capable of producing 1,971 kilonew-
tons of thrust, more powerful than past
models.

The report came a week after Kim
visited the research institute that developed
the engine, which North Korea then said
will be used for future ICBMs, including a
system called Hwasong-20.

North Korea in recent years has
flight-tested a variety of ICBMs that demon-
strated potential range to reach the US
mainland, including those with built-in solid
propellants that are easier to move and
conceal and can be prepared for launch
more quickly than the North's previous liq-
uid-fuel missiles.

Kim has called for further advance-
ments in North Korea's long-range
weapons, including the development of

multi-warhead systems that would improve
their chances of defeating missile defences.

All of North Korea's ICBM tests so far
have been conducted at steeper-than-nor-
mal trajectories to avoid neighbouring ter-
ritories, and experts say the country may
not yet have perfected the technology need-
ed to ensure its warheads survive the harsh
conditions of atmospheric re-entry.

KCNA said Kim expressed satisfaction
after Monday's test, calling the "eye-open-
ing" development of the new rocket engine
a "significant change" in his effort to
expand North Korea's nuclear forces.

Kim has stepped up testing activities
since the collapse of nuclear talks with the
US in 2019 under President Donald
Trump's first term, demonstrating weapons

of various ranges designed to strike US
allies in Asia and the US mainland.

Analysts say Kim's nuclear push is
aimed at eventually pressuring Washington
to accept the idea of the North as a nuclear
power and to negotiate economic and secu-
rity concessions from a position of strength.

Kim is also trying to bolster his lever-
age by strengthening his cooperation with
traditional allies Russia and China, in an
emerging partnership aimed at undercut-
ting US influence.

Kim has sent thousands of troops and
large quantities of military equipment to
Russia to help fuel President Vladimir
Putin's war on Ukraine. He visited Beijing
last week, sharing the spotlight with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Putin at a
massive military parade marking the 80th
anniversary of the end of World War II and
China's fight against Japanese aggression.
Experts say Kim's rare foreign trip was
likely intended to boost his leverage ahead
of a potential resumption of talks with the
United States.

In a separate report, KCNA said Xi
sent a letter to Kim on North Korea's found-
ing anniversary, which fell on Tuesday, and
called for strengthened "strategic commu-
nication" between the countries. 

Patna,September 2025: Bandhan Life Insurance, the life
insurance arm of Bandhan Group, today announced the
launch of Bandhan Life iRetire, a retirement plan designed to
bring financial freedom, peace of mind, and the confidence to
live life on one's own terms.

With iRetire, Bandhan Life brings a promise of guaranteed
lifelong income, ensuring that retirement is not about compro-
mises but about enjoying the life that has been built through
years of hard work. The plan offers the comfort of a steady
income that continues throughout the annuitant's lifetime,
allowing them to plan their days without financial stress.

Speaking on the launch, Satishwar B, MD & CEO of
Bandhan Life, said: "At Bandhan Life, we believe retirement
should be the start of new possibilities, not a time of financial
worries. With iRetire, we are giving our customers the comfort
of a steady income and the confidence to live life the way they
want. It's about celebrating today while securing tomorrow -
for oneself and for loved ones."

Customers can choose between two simple annuity options.
Under the Life Annuity option, the plan pays a steady income
for as long as the annuitant (the policyholder) is alive. With the
Life Annuity with Return of Purchase Price option, the annui-
tant receives income for life, and, in the event of the unfortu-
nate demise of the annuitant, the original investment is
returned to their nominee.

There is also flexibility to choose between a Single Life
annuity or a Joint Life annuity. By selecting a Joint Life annu-
ity, the income will continue for the spouse or the second
annuitant even in the absence of the primary annuitant, offer-
ing reassurance that the family's needs will always be taken
care of. Beyond financial security, iRetire also provides sup-
port in times of health challenges. Under Single Life, Life
Annuity with Return of Purchase Price option, if the annuitant
is diagnosed with a covered critical illness or terminal illness,
the annuitant has the option to access funds when they need

them the most, making it more than just a retirement plan-it
is also a promise of care during life's uncertainties.

Bandhan Life iRetire is open to individuals between the
ages of 45 and 80 years, making it suitable for a wide range of
customers. Whether the goal is to secure one's own future or
to create a legacy for the family, iRetire ensures retirement is
marked by dignity, freedom, and joy.

With this launch, Bandhan Life continues its mission to
strengthen families, fuel ambitions, and give wings to dreams
- because life is about living fully at every stage.

Bengaluru : Ujjivan Small Finance Bank (Ujjivan SFB)
has charted out its strategic roadmap to achieve a
Gross Loan Book (GLB) of Rs1 Lakh Crore by FY30,
building upon the progress made since commence-
ment of operations as Small Finance Bank in 2017.
The bank's growth is anchored on a steady expansion
of its liability franchise, deepening the reach of asset
product suite, and creating a cost optimized opera-
tions leading to higher sustained profitability.

A Diversified Loan Portfolio: Ujjivan has been
gradually diversifying its loan portfolio with secured
lending increasing from 16% in FY19 to 46% as on
Q1FY26. The bank aims to raise the share of its
secured loan book to approximately 65%-70%, led by
growth in Affordable Housing, Micro Mortgages,
MSME lending, Vehicle Finance, Gold Loans and Agri
Loans. Additionally, the bank aims to increase the
product suite by adding products for Mid Corporate
Lending. While the Micro Banking portfolio which
mainly comprises of Group Loans, forms the founda-
tion of the scale, the bank intends to expand its port-
folio of individual loans as customers progressively
graduate to Individual Loans.

Liability Franchise: Ujjivan has built a granular
liability franchise with retail deposits (CASA and
retail term deposits) forming 72% of the total deposit
base of Rs38,619 crore as of Q1FY26. CASA balances
stood at Rs9,381 crore, representing 24.3% of
deposits, with a long-term objective of CASA reaching
35% of total deposits by FY30. This growth will be
supported by the planned expansion of the branch
network from 752 to approximately 1,150 branches,
deeper cross-sell to an expanded customer base, and
a suite of products including IPO-ASBA, mutual fund
distribution, remittances, and co-branded credit
cards.  Profitability and Risk Profile: As the bank
scales up our execution, the key focus areas would be
on optimising the framework of its technology/digital
stack, having the right sized employee count, ration-
alizing operational expenses, enhancing productivity,
along with prudent roll out of their branch and other
physical infrastructure. These will enable the bank to
bring its cost to income ratio close to 55%. Combining
this with its credit underwriting and collections
mechanism will help deliver RoA of 1.8%-2.0%
through prudent leverage and RoE of 16%-18% by
FY30. Capital Position: With a CRAR of 22.8% and
Tier I at 21.2%, Ujjivan remains comfortably capital-
ized as of Q1FY26. The shift in asset book towards
secured loans with lower risk weights not only
enhances capital efficiency but also provides head-
room to support long-term growth without immediate
need for raising capital.

Sun King, the world's leading off-grid
solar energy company, today
announced the launch of its refreshed
logo and brand identity, marking a
new chapter in its journey of growth
and transformation.

The updated identity reflects Sun
King's evolution and continued com-
mitment to empowering millions of
households, businesses, and commu-
nities across the globe with affordable,
reliable energy solutions.

"Our refreshed logo reflects our
dedication to our customers - deliver-

ing more affordable solar solutions for
their homes, offering a wider range of
appliances that make life easier, and
providing more power to support the
businesses, schools, and communities
they depend on," said Anish Thakkar,
Co-Founder, Sun King.

With this rebrand, Sun King rein-
forces its promise of powering
brighter lives, today and into the
future.

Having powered over 24 million
households globally, with more than
300,000 new systems installed each

month, Sun King continues to redefine
how off-grid communities access and
consume energy.

While the refreshed logo highlights
Sun King's transformation, the compa-
ny promises to deliver affordable, reli-
able solar power systems, providing
high-quality electrical lighting prod-
ucts, and offering free installation and
after-sales service. The new brand
identity stays true to Sun King's
enduring promise of powering
brighter lives - now and into the
future.

Successful Heart Transplant at Narayana RN Tagore Hospital,
Mukundapur, Gives New Life to 27-Year-Old Jharkhand Patient

Kim Jong Un oversees test of new rocket
engine for ICBMs North Korea says

Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank Charts Path to

Rs 1 Lakh Crore Gross
Loan Book by FY30

Axis Bank, one of the largest private sector banks in India,
today announced the launch of 'Pink Capital: The Spectrum of
Queer Money', a qualitative report that explores the financial
lives of India's LGBTQIA+ community. 
The report's findings reveal that queer consumers prioritize
essential needs, with the largest share allocated to Systemic
Access & Equality (34.2%), followed by Healthcare & Safety
(20%), Financial Security & Future Stability (18.6%), Emotional
& Social Recognition (17.3%), and Lifestyle & Culture (10%).
These spending patterns reflect a community that prioritizes
survival, dignity, and long-term stability. Notably, mental health
services and elder care emerged as key focus areas.
Among other insights, the study found that queer consumers
are increasingly drawn to brands that offer tangible, inclusive
solutions, such as joint accounts, pension access, and health-
care benefits. While inclusive branding is appreciated, it is
everyday inclusion that builds lasting trust and loyalty. 
In terms of financial security and future stability, two extremes
emerged as focal points. While the youth stressed on Banks and
Educational institutions that can create student loans, scholar-
ships, and queer-focused savings or retirement products, the
older cohort felt the need for community housing models and
queer-affirming retirement homes. 
"Over the years, Axis Bank has serviced thousands of accounts
opened under the honorific marker 'Mx' or by Transgender
Individuals-a testament to growing trust, deeper engagement
with the community, and the rise of a distinct and increasingly
visible customer segment," said Munish Sharda, Executive
Director, Axis Bank.  Building on this progress, Axis Bank is
taking inclusive banking a step further by uncovering the eco-
nomic realities and aspirations of the LGBTQIA+ community
through this report. 
"By making Pink Capital visible, we are not just doing the right
thing, we are building the future of inclusive finance in India,"
said Rajkamal Vempati, Group Executive & Head of Human
Resources, Axis Bank. 
The report is part of Axis Bank's broader ESG and DE&I agen-
da, which was deepened in 2021 with the launch of the
#ComeAsYouAre Charter. This charter introduced inclusive
policies and practices for employees and customers from the
LGBTQIA+ community, such as joint savings and term deposits
for same sex partners along with nomination facilities for part-
ners and the usage of honorific Mx instead of Mr and Ms for
customers of varied gender identities. The Bank continues to
advocate for inclusive access while respecting privacy, includ-
ing not collecting data on same-sex partners.
"Pink Capital brings forward voices that have long been left out
of financial conversations," said Harish Iyer, SVP & Head -
DE&I, Axis Bank.  The launch coincides with the 7th anniver-
sary of the Supreme Court verdict on Section 377, a moment
that reaffirmed dignity and authenticity for the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity. It was unveiled during Sparsh Week, Axis Bank's flagship
celebration of culture and customers, reaffirming the Bank's
commitment to service, inclusion, and customer-centricity.  

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
Announces Price Reductions,

Passing on Full Benefits of GST
Rate Reduction 

Bangalore : In line with its unwavering commitment to cus-
tomer first philosophy and delivering delightful experiences at
every touchpoint, Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM) today
announced that it will fully pass on the benefits of the recent
GST rate reduction to its customers. The revised prices will
come into effect from 22nd September 2025. 
Making this announcement, Varinder Wadhwa, Vice President,
Sales-Service-Used Car Business & Profit Enhancement said:
"We sincerely thank the Government of India, for this historic
reform. It has not only enhanced affordability for customers but
also strengthened overall confidence in the auto sector. Ahead
of the festive season we expect this step will provide strong
momentum and further accelerate demand. 
As a transparent and customer-centric company, we are
pleased to pass on these benefits to our customers. We remain
deeply committed to making world-class mobility solutions
more accessible and welcome such reforms that will spur
demand, bring mobility for all, and create mass happiness,
while contributing to India's journey of sustainable and inclu-
sive growth." 
Potential Price Reductions on Toyota vehicles are as follows: 
Model  and Reduction in Price 
Glanza :Up to INR 85,300; Taisor: Up to INR 1,11,100; Rumion:
Up to INR 48,700; Hyryder : Up to INR 65,400; Crysta: Up to INR
1,80,600; Hycross: Up to INR 1,15,800; Fortuner : Up to INR
3,49,000; Legender: Up to INR 3,34,000; Hilux: Up to INR
2,52,700; Camry: Up to INR 1,01,800 Vellfire: Up to INR
2,78,000 
Note - Customers are requested to confirm the price of their
preferred Toyota vehicle at the nearest authorized dealership.
We also urge customers to make their bookings early to ensure
timely delivery during the festive season.

Axis Bank Launches 'Pink Capital:
The Spectrum of Queer Money' to
Spotlight the Financial Ecosystem

of LGBTQIA+ Consumers

Bandhan Life launches iRetire -
Turning retirement dreams into reality

Sun King, World Leader in Off-Grid Solar,
Unveils New Logo and Brand Identity
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RPF, Eastern Railway rescued 11 children 
under “Operation Nanhey Faristey” Hundreds of earthquake-hit villages 

in Afghanistan still not reached: UN

Palestinian president says preparations underway 
for elections within year after Gaza war

Indian Embassy advises its nationals to defer travel to Nepal amid Gen Z protests

Biometric Attendance for TTEs 
Implemented in Khurda Road Division

Intensive Cleaning Drive under Swachhta Abhiyan

Bringing Mizoram on the Track of Tomorrow

Abbas Ansari’s assembly membership restored: 
A political comeback in Uttar Pradesh

Mallik Welfare Trust 
distributes sewing 

machines to women

Israel pounds 
Gaza, killing at 
least 35 people, 

including 
aid seekers

Around 8 lakh 
passengers travelled 
in Metro on Monday

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Eastern Rail-
way continues its commit-
ted efforts towards child 
protection and welfare 
through “Operation Nan-
hey Faristey”, an all-India 
initiative of the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) 
aimed at rescuing and 
safeguarding vulnerable 
children found at railway 
premises.

On 08.09.2025, RPF of-
ficials of Asansol, Malda, 
and Howrah Divisions of 
Eastern Railway rescued 
11 children (05 boys and 06 
girls) from Asansol, Dum-
ka, Barharwa, Shaktigarh, 
and Howrah railway sta-
tions. All rescued children 
were immediately hand-

ed over to the concerned 
Childline authorities for 
counselling and necessary 
rehabilitation measures.

Among the rescued chil-
dren, one boy was found 

roaming aimlessly at 
Asansol Railway Station, 
two boys and three girls 
had fled from their homes 
due to family discord and 
Two boys & three girls, in-
structed by their mother 
to travel from Bainchi to 
Shaktigarh station, were 
left unattended as their 
mother failed to arrive.

The timely intervention 
by RPF ensured the safety 
of these children and pro-
tected them from poten-
tial risks. Eastern Railway 
reaffirms its unwavering 
commitment to safeguard-
ing the lives and well-be-
ing of vulnerable children 
through sustained efforts 
under “Operation Nanhey 
Faristey.”

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:    Khurda 
Road Division of East Coast 
Railway has implemented 
biometric Sign-in and Sign-
off for Train Ticket Exam-
iners (TTEs) with effect 
from 7th September 2025, 
marking a major step to-
wards transparency and 
accountability in Railway 
Operations. The initiative 
has been welcomed by the 
ticket checking staff of the 
Division.

To streamline the Duty 
Attendance System, Bio-
metric-based login/off has 
been introduced in all 12 
computerized TTE lobbies 
of the Division located at 
Khurda Road, Puri, Bhu-
baneswar, Bhadrak, Jajpur 
Keonjhar Road, Cuttack, 
Balugaon, Brahmapur, 
Palasa, Dhenkanal, Angul 
and Paradeep. This facil-
ity will cover around 550 
TTEs working under the 
Division.

The Aadhaar-enabled 
biometric authentica-
tion will ensure accurate 
sign-on/off, eliminate dis-
crepancies in Manual At-
tendance Systems and con-
firm the physical presence 

of staff at the respective 
station while signing on/
off duty.

The project is part of the 
“Proliferation of Comput-
erized TTE Lobbies over 
Indian Railways” initia-
tive, which has already 
been implemented at more 
than 950 locations across 
the country. The biomet-
ric feature was developed 
in coordination with the 
Centre for Development 
of Advanced Computing 
(C-DAC), under the Min-
istry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, 
Government of India.

The system uses Aad-
haar-based fingerprint au-
thentication devices, cer-
tified by UIDAI/STQC and 
integrated with the e-Pra-
maan portal. The feature 
has been successfully test-
ed at New Delhi TTE Lob-
by with certified devices 
and is now being deployed 
across TTE lobbies of Indi-
an Railways.

This initiative will not 
only bring efficiency and 
transparency but also 
strengthen monitoring of 
staff deployment, thereby 
improving service delivery 
for passengers.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    As part of the 
ongoing Swachhta Abhi-
yan, Howrah Division of 
Eastern Railway conducted 
a special intensive clean-
ing drive on 09th Septem-
ber 2025. The campaign 
focused on the removal of 
garbage and waste mate-
rials from the sides of rail-
way tracks, station prem-
ises, railway colonies and 
surrounding areas.

The cleanliness activities 
were undertaken at key 
locations including Ram-

purhat, Shrirampur, Bard-
dhaman and Kamarkundu, 
with active participation of 
railway staff, contractual 
workers, and volunteers.

The initiative reaffirms 
the commitment of Eastern 
Railway towards maintain-
ing a clean and hygienic 
environment for passen-
gers and residents of rail-
way colonies, while con-
tributing to the national 
mission of “Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan.”

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    To ride the stride 
of tomorrow—reliably, 
progressively, and perfect-
ly—a proper track is need-
ed. As time takes a new 
turn every now and then, 
mankind, society, and the 
nation also need a proper 
path to progress, to pros-
per, to embrace hope, and 
to taste prosperity.
Taming the hilly terrain of 
Mizoram in terms of con-
nectivity was quite a chal-
lenge. But as the lifeline of 
the nation, Indian Railways 
had to reach the Land of 
Blue Mountains—andthis 
is how the Bairabi–Sairang 
railway line was envisaged, 
planned, and now complet-
ed.

This was all made possi-
ble because of the power-
ful inspiration, motivation, 
and encouragement under 
the visionary, develop-
ment-oriented guidance 
of Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter ShriNarendraModi. 
Through the Central Gov-
ernment’s Act East Policy, 
the beautiful North-East-
ern state of Mizoram—long 
deprived of railway service 
due to its difficult geo-
graphical conditions and 
challenging hilly terrain—
has now been gifted with 
the Bairabi–Sairang Rail 
Line, providing railway 

connectivity straight up to 
the state’s capital- Aizawl.

The aforesaid rail line 
will not only bring ease and 
convenience to inter-state 
travel for locals, but also 
serve the purpose of in-
trastate and cross-border 
movement, imperative for 
the socio-economic devel-
opment of the region and 
the nation at large.

Constructed at a cost of 
around ₹8,071 crore, the 
total length of the line is 
about 51.38 km, with 48 
tunnels, 55 major bridges, 
87 minor bridges, 5 road 
overbridges, and 6 road 
underbridges along the 
route. Among these, Bridge 
No. 196 stands at a height 
of 114 meters—an impres-
sive 42 meters taller than 
the QutubMinar.

The tunnels en route are 
not just lifeless structures 
of cement and mortar; they 
come alive with adorn-
ments of local artworks re-
flecting Mizo heritage and 
cultural legacy. Passenger 

amenities and convenienc-
es have adequately been 
taken into account at the 
stations.

The statistics elaborated 
above are nothing short 
of an outstanding engi-
neering marvel. The entire 
team, involved right from 
conceptualization to con-
struction, deserves kudos 
for giving shape to this 
long-cherished dream of 
connecting this beautiful 
state with the rest of India.

The benefits of this rail 
link will, of course, be 
multidimensional. Besides 
making travel easier, it 
will lead to credible so-
cio-economic development, 
boosting tourism and oth-
er trade sectors—not only 
in Mizoram but across the 
other North-Eastern states 
as well.

Upgradation of rail in-
frastructure and expansion 
of rail connectivity have 
always been the focus of 
Indian Railways. Similar to 
the iconic Udhampur–Sri-
nagar–Baramulla Rail Link 
Project, this is the next 
milestone in connecting 
uncharted paths and link-
ing unconnected regions of 
India.

Non-stop Indian Rail-
ways… Non-stop connec-
tivity and infrastructure 
development!

MI News Service, UP:    In 
a significant development, 
the Uttar Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly Secretariat 
restored the membership 
of Samajwadi Party leader 
Abbas Ansari, elder son of 
the late Mau strongman 
Mukhtar Ansari, on Sep-
tember 8, 2025.

This followed the Alla-
habad High Court’s decision 
to stay his two-year jail sen-

tence in a hate speech case, 
eliminating the need for a 
by-election in the Mau Sadar 
Assembly seat. The order, 
issued by Principal Secre-
tary Pradeep Kumar Dubey, 
reinstated Abbas’s member-
ship with immediate effect, 
reinforcing the Ansari fam-
ily’s political influence in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh.

The decision has sparked 
jubilation among Abbas’s 

supporters, who see it as a 
triumph of justice. A Mau 
supporter hailed it as “a 
victory for the dignity of 
Purvanchal’s Muslim com-
munity,” alleging a con-
spiracy against Abbas. In 
Ghazipur, a senior leader 
remarked, “Opponents 
thought they had ended 
the Ansari family’s political 
legacy, but truth has pre-
vailed.”

MI News Service,  
Howrah:   The Mallik Wel-
fare Trust, located in Khajut, 
Bagnan, Howrah district, is 
providing sewing machines to 
women to make them self-re-
liant. It is worth noting that 
for the past few years, sewing 
machines have been provided 
to empower women. So far, 
about 700 women have ben-
efited from receiving sewing 
machines. It is worth noting 
that on Tuesday, September 
9, about 30 women were pro-
vided with sewing machines 
to help them survive. Along 
with this, the Mallick Welfare 
Trust also runs a free tailoring 
coaching center. The Trust's 
Director Dr. Samina Mallick 
said that for the past few 
years, we have been providing 
sewing machines to women to 
empower them. This initiative 
is to help them stand on their 
own feet, become self-reliant, 
and provide some income 
for the family. This trust has 
been doing multifaceted so-
cial work for many years. The 
sewing machine distribution 
ceremony was attended by 
Dr. Samina Mallick, Director 
of Mallick Welfare Trust, Mo-
stafa Mozammel Mallick, Ali 
Hossain Mallick and other 
dignitaries.

MI News Service, Gaza:   At 
least 35 people, including 
seven aid seekers, have 
been killed by Israeli forc-
es across the Gaza Strip, 
medical sources say.

Israel’s Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
has threatened what he’s 
calling an intense ground 
operation in Gaza City, 
warning Palestinians in 
the northern urban cen-
tre to leave.

Hamas has condemned 
Netanyahu’s threats and 
denounced the ongoing 
destruction of Gaza City’s 
high-rises, including the 
as-Salam tower, as “one 
of the most heinous im-
ages of sadism and crim-
inality”.

Israel’s war on Gaza 
has killed at least 64,605 
people and wounded 
163,319 since October 
2023. Thousands more 
are believed to be un-
der the rubble. A total of 
1,139 people were killed 
in Israel during the Octo-
ber 7 attacks, and about 
200 were taken captive.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Metro has carried around 
8 lakh commuters across 
all Corridors yesterday 
i.e. on 08.09.2025. In Blue 
Line around 5.70 lakh 
passengers travelled and 
in Green Line the pas-
senger count was 2.09 
lakh. Due to the smooth 
services being provid-
ed by the Metro Railway, 
Kolkata more and more 
passengers are switching 
over to the Metro.

To avoid long queues, 
commuters are requested 
to use Digital mode of tick-
eting like smart cards and 
Mobile QR tickets which 
comes with 5% bonus/re-
bate if booked via app or 
at the time of recharge.

During the last three 
days, total 7016 fresh 
smart cards issued by 
Metro Railway through 
a special campaign drive 
organised jointly by Metro 
Railway and Eastern Rail-
way.

MI News Service, Kunar: 
The United Nations has said 
it has been unable to reach 
362 villages in Afghanistan in 
the wake of a deadly earth-
quake in its eastern Kunar 
province, which killed at 
least 2,200 people and flat-
tened entire communities 
and their homes.

In a news briefing on Mon-
day from Jalalabad, near the 
epicentre, Shannon O’Hara, 
who oversees the coordina-
tion of the UN’s humanitarian 
office in Afghanistan, said the 
earthquake had struck “some 
of the most remote, rural ar-
eas in the country”, making 
the delivery of humanitarian 
aid difficult. 

O’Hara said an initial as-
sessment only took account 
of 49 out of 411 affected vil-
lages in Afghanistan’s east-
ern regions, and found 5,230 
homes destroyed and 672 
damaged.

“Even before the earth-
quake, these villages were 
difficult to reach. Now, with 
the earthquake, it takes 
extraordinary effort to get 

there,” O’Hara added.
The magnitude 6.0 earth-

quake struck Afghanistan at 
the end of August, killing at 
least 2,200 people, Taliban 
authorities said, with rescue 
operations ongoing to reach 
more affected villages.

The UN believes half a mil-
lion people may have been 
affected by the earthquake, 
including 250,000 children.

Entire villages have been 
destroyed, and road condi-
tions were made even more 
difficult due to aftershocks, 

O’Hara added. She said it 
took her team more than 6 
hours to reach Jalalabad, 
the largest city near the area 
most affected by the earth-
quake.

Humanitarian teams often 
had to drive long distances 
to reach villages, including 
hours spent on foot, high-
lighting the logistical barriers 
to aid delivery. 

In the mountains of south-
east Afghanistan, whole vil-
lages have been reduced to 
piles of stone and mud.

More than a week after 
a devastating earthquake 
struck, residents are mourn-
ing their families and figur-
ing out how they can survive, 
having lost everything. 

“As we drove towards the 
epicentre, we saw families 
walking in the opposite di-
rection – displaced, carrying 
what little they could. Many 
were still wearing the same 
clothes from the night of the 
earthquake,” O’Hara said. 
“Mothers and fathers were 
carrying their children, some 
with fresh bandages covering 
their injuries.” 

The UN representative also 
warned that seasonal weath-
er changes, including the 
possibility of heavy rain and 
snow in the coming months, 
could further complicate 
aid efforts. “Time is running 
out,” she said. “At the end of 
October, the winter season 
will begin, and snow will cut 
off access to these mountain 
valleys.

“If we don’t act now, these 
communities may not survive 
the winter.”

MI News Service, Gaza: 
Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas said Monday 
that preparations are under-
way to hold parliamentary 
and presidential elections 
within a year of the end of Is-
rael’s war on the Gaza Strip.

His remarks came during 
a meeting in London with 
newly appointed UK For-
eign Secretary Yvette Cooper 
which focused on “the latest 
developments in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and bi-
lateral relations between the 
State of Palestine and the 
United Kingdom,” accord-
ing to the official Palestinian 
news agency Wafa.

Abbas reiterated the cur-
rent Palestinian priorities: 
“An immediate and perma-
nent ceasefire, ensuring full 
access for humanitarian 
aid to Gaza, the release of 
hostages and prisoners, the 
withdrawal of occupation 
forces, and the launch of ear-
ly recovery and reconstruc-
tion.”

He hailed “the historic de-
cision of the UK to announce 
its intention to recognize 

the State of Palestine before 
the upcoming internation-
al peace conference in New 
York later this month,” de-
scribing it as “a corrective 
step to a historic injustice 
and an opening of a new 
horizon for achieving peace.”

Several other Western 
countries including Belgium, 
France, Australia and Cana-
da are also preparing to rec-
ognize the State of Palestine 
during this month’s UN Gen-
eral Assembly meetings.

Abbas said that “any par-
ty or candidate wishing to 
participate in the elections 
must adhere to the political 
program and international 
commitments of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization, 
international legitimacy and 
the principle of one authority, 
one law, and one legitimate 
security force.”

In early 2021, he issued 
a decree to hold legislative, 
presidential and Palestinian 
National Council elections, but 
none have taken place to date.

In July, Abbas decided to 
hold Palestine National Coun-
cil elections before the end of 

2025, the first since its inau-
gural session in Jerusalem in 
1964. The PLO’s Basic Law 
stipulates that the National 
Council is the organization’s 
supreme authority, respon-
sible for setting its policies, 
plans and programs.

Abbas also discussed efforts 
to achieve an “immediate and 
permanent” ceasefire in the 
Gaza Strip and the latest de-
velopments regarding the 
Palestinian issue with British 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

The meeting took place 
in London, where Abbas ar-
rived Sunday for a three-day 
state visit, according to Wafa.

The two leaders reviewed 
the latest developments in 
the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, in addition to bilat-
eral relations between Pales-
tine and the United Kingdom.

The Palestinian leader un-
derlined the “need to halt all 

Israeli violations of interna-
tional law, settlement expan-
sion, settler violence and an-
nexation policies in the West 
Bank, ensure the release of 
withheld Palestinian tax rev-
enues (of around $3 billion), 
and stop assaults on Islamic 
and Christian holy sites.”

He expressed his “deep 
appreciation to Prime Minis-
ter Starmer and the signifi-
cant efforts he is making for 
peace,” thanking him for “the 
British government’s contin-
ued positions in support of 
a sustainable ceasefire, the 
delivery of humanitarian aid 
to Gaza, rejection of settle-
ment expansion, settler vi-
olence and annexation, and 
for its serious work toward 
implementing the two-state 
solution.”

Abbas reaffirmed that “the 
Gaza Strip is an inseparable 
part of the State of Palestine, 
which will assume full re-
sponsibility there with Arab 
and international support, 
with the administrative com-
mittee beginning its duties 
immediately after the war 
ends.” 

MI News Service,  
Kathmandu: The Indian Embas-
sy in Kathmandu has issued an 
advisory for all Indian nationals 
in Nepal to “defer travel” there 
until the situation has stabilised.

The India embassy also pro-
vides emergency contact num-
bers for those facing any urgent 
situation or requiring assistance.

Sharing a post on X, the In-
dia Embassy wrote, “All Indian 
nationals in Nepal are hereby 

requested to note the following 
telephone numbers from the Em-
bassy of India, Kathmandu, for 
contact, in case they are facing 
any emergency situation or re-
quire assistance: +977 – 980 860 
2881, +977 – 981 032 6134.”

Further, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs advised nationals to 
shelter in their current places of 
residence, avoid going out onto 
the streets and exercise all due 
caution.

“In view of the developing situ-
ation in Nepal, Indian citizens are 
advised to defer travel there until 
the situation has stabilised. Indi-
an citizens presently in Nepal are 
advised to shelter in their current 
places of residence, avoid going 
out onto the streets and exercise 
all due caution,” the Ministry of 
External Affairs said.

“They are also advised to fol-
low local safety advisories from 
the Nepal authorities as well as 

the Embassy of India in Kath-
mandu. In case of any assistance 
required, please call the Em-
bassy of India, Kathmandu, on 
the following helpline numbers: 
+977 – 980 860 2881 ( WhatsApp 
call also) +977 – 981 032 6134 ( 
WhatsApp call also ),” the minis-
try added.

IndiGo also issued an advi-
sory, saying that the airline has 
suspended all flights to and from 
Kathmandu following the closure 

of the airport due to the prevail-
ing situation in the Nepali capi-
tal.

“In view of the prevailing situ-
ation in #Kathmandu, the airport 
has been closed for operations. 
Consequently, all flights to and 
from Kathmandu stand suspend-
ed as of now. If your travel is im-
pacted, you may conveniently opt 
for an alternate flight or claim a 
refund by visiting our website,” 
the post said.
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Men's T20 World Cup 2026 likely to
be held from February 7 to March 8
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The 2026
T20 World Cup, which India and
Sri Lanka will co-host, comprising
20 teams, is likely to be played
between February 7 and March 8,
according to ESPNcricinfo.

The matches are expected to
be held at five venues: three in
India and two in Sri Lanka. The
final will be held in Ahmedabad or
Colombo, depending on Pakistan's
qualification. Due to strained
political relations between the two
nations, India and Pakistan are
not playing on each other's terri-
tory.

After India refused to travel to
Pakistan in the Champions
Trophy, a policy was adopted by
both nations to solve the issue.
Pakistan and India won't cross the
border to compete in the ICC tour-

nament for the next three years.
While the International Cricket

Council is still finalising the sched-
ule, ESPNcricinfo reported that it
has identified the window and
informed the participating coun-
tries. The format will be the same
which was used during the 2024
T20 World Cup in the USA and the
West Indies, which comprised 55
fixtures.

The 20 teams will be divided
into four groups of five each, bat-
tling against each other to qualify
for the Super Eight round. The
eight teams will be divided into
two groups of four each, and the
top two will proceed to the semi-
finals. India will defend its crown
after lifting the prestigious title by
trouncing South Africa in the final
in Barbados.

As of now, 15 teams have
booked their seats for the mar-
quee event featuring India, Sri
Lanka, Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, England, South
Africa, USA, West Indies, New
Zealand, Pakistan, Ireland,
Canada, Netherlands and Italy,
who have qualified for a World
Cup for the first time.

Out of the five, two teams will
come through the Africa regional
qualifier, and three from the Asia
and East Asia Pacific qualifier.
India is hosting several top-tier
tournaments, including the
Women's Premier League and the
Indian Premier League. The five-
team WPL will be hosted before
the World Cup, while the tentative
window for IPL is March 15 to
May 31. 

HONG KONG : Asian Games
champions men's doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty made it to round
two of the ongoing Hong Kong
Open badminton event on
Tuesday.

Satwiksairaj and Chirag, play-
ing the tournament just days after
their second World
Championships bronze medal,
outclassed the 17th-ranked
Chinese Taipei pair of Chiu Hsiang
Chieh and Wang Chi-Lin 21-13,
18-21, 21-10 in 59 minutes, as per
Olympics.com.

The round of 16 challenge for
the popular men's doubles pair
would be either Japan's Kenya
Mitsuhashi-Hiroki Okamura or
Thailand's Peeratchai Sukphun-
Pakkapon Teeraratsakul in the
round of 16.

Also, the former world number
one Kidambi Srikkanth faced a
stunning exit in the qualifying
round. The former World
Championships silver medalist
was defeated by compatriot
Tharun Mannepalli 28-26, 13-21,
21-18 in an all-Indian clash.
Tharun, however, lost in the sec-
ond round of qualifiers to Jun Hoh
of Malaysia.

Among other Indians, Kiran
George beat Malaysia's Cheam
June Wei and compatriot Sankar
Subramanian in the qualifiers to
advance to the main draw of the

Badminton World Federation
(BWF) Super 500 tournament.

Paris 2024 Olympians Lakshya
Sen, HS Prannoy and two-time
Olympic medalist PV Sindhu will
start their campaign on
Wednesday. Only two Indians
have secured the Hong Kong Open
title, with Prakash Padukone win-
ning the first men's singles title in
1982 and Saina Nehwal capturing
the women's crown 28 years later.

Hong Kong Open 2025: Indian
results on Day 1

Men's singles qualification
round of 16: Tharun Mannepalli
bt Kidambi Srikanth 28-26, 13-21,
21-18

Men's singles qualification
round of 16: Kiran George bt
Cheam June Wei (MAS) 14-21, 21-
13, 21-13

Men's singles qualification
round of 16: Sankar Subramanian
bt Wang Yuehan (ENG) 21-10, 21-
5

Men's singles qualification
quarter-finals: Tharun Mannepalli
lost to Jun Hoh (MAS) 23-21, 13-
21, 21-18

Men's Singles qualification
quarter-finals: Kiran George bt
Sankar Subramanian 21-18, 21-
14

Men's doubles round of 32:
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy/Chirag
Shetty bt Chiu Hsiang Chieh/Wang
Chi-Lin (TPE) 21-13, 18-21, 21-
10.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Veteran all-
rounder Jalaj Saxena announced that
he will be parting ways with Kerala fol-
lowing nine seasons with the side,
reported ESPNCricinfo on Tuesday.

After making his debut in domestic
cricket in 2005-06 as a part of his
home state, Madhya Pradesh, he
moved to Kerala in the 2016-17 season
and played there till the 2024-25 sea-
son for a total of 125 matches, as per
ESPNCricinfo.

Taking to his Instagram, Jalaj post-
ed that having played his last match
for Kerala "feels surreal and brings a
strange mix of emotions, gratitude,
pride and a little ache."

"It is never easy to put my feelings
into words, but today I want to share
something close to my heart. I have
played my last game in Kerala colours,
and that thought still feels surreal.
Saying this brings a strange mix of
emotions - gratitude, pride and a little
ache. Over the years, this team has
given me more than just cricket. It
gave me brothers, friends and a family
that stood by me through every high
and low," posted the veteran.

"I have given blood, sweat, and
tears - everything I had - for this jour-
ney, and in return, it gave me memo-
ries and bonds that will last a lifetime,"
he added. In 125 matches with Kerala,
Jalaj made 3,153 runs and scalped 352
wickets across all formats. He was a
solid first-class performer, with 2,252

runs, including three centuries and
269 wickets at an average of 20.68,
including 23 five-wicket hauls. In the
2024-25 season, Kerala fell short of
Ranji Trophy title against Vidarbha
and he earned his name in the history
books to become the first-ever player
to achieve a double of 6,000 runs and
400 wickets. His 269 wickets are the
second-most for a Kerala player in
first-class cricket, behind 310 by KN
Ananthapadmanabhan.

Across his entire first-class career,
Jalaj has made 7,060 runs at an aver-
age of 33.77 with 14 centuries and
taken 484 wickets, including 34 fifers,
at an average of 25.48.

"To each and every teammate -

thank you for making the dressing
room a place of laughter, learning, and
unforgettable memories. To the KCA,
coaches, support staff, and the unsung
heroes - the groundsmen who work
tirelessly so we can have our game -
my deepest respect and gratitude.
None of this journey would have been
possible without your support," he
said.

Saxena did not make it clear which
his next team would be, but clarified in
his post that "this is not a goodbye".

"Cricket has taught me that every
ending is just a new beginning. My
heart will always beat for Kerala, and I
will always carry these memories with
me whenever I go," he added.

GOT STUCK IN LEFT-RIGHT
COMBINATION: FORMER
SPINNER AMIT MISHRA
DECODES SHREYAS IYER'S
ABSENCE FROM ASIA CUP
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former leg-spinner Amit
Mishra believes Shreyas Iyer's perplexing snub
from India's Asia Cup squad was driven by the tac-
tical ploy of maintaining a right and left combina-
tion in the middle order in the batting unit.

Since being dropped from the BCCI's central
contract list for 2024, Shreyas has dazzled on the
field. Armed with his prolific form, he led Punjab
Kings to the IPL 2025 final, the franchise's first in
the last decade.

After a terrific 604-run season at 50-plus aver-
age in the cash-rich league, Shreyas made a com-
pelling case for himself to be one of the names to
pop up on the 15-member list. He was bypassed
from the Indian team and even from the travelling
reserves, triggering outrage among fans and for-
mer cricketers.

While former cricketers and fans have ques-
tioned the management's choice, Mishra identified
a tactical framework that worked against Iyer's
inclusion in the squad. Since the 30-year-old fea-
tures in the number three or four spot, the urge to
maintain the left-right combination conspired
against Iyer, according to Mishra.

"I think Shreyas bats at number three or four;
the team management would have thought that
the combination between lefty and righty would
have been better. The Asia Cup is a long tourna-
ment. I think Shreyas got stuck in the lefty-righty
combination," Mishra said while speaking exclu-
sively to ANI. Even after being axed from the high-
ly anticipated tournament, Mishra is 100 per cent
assured about Iyer's return in future. Mishra sees
there are plenty of series where Iyer can prove his
mettle and earn his spot back in the team.

"There are many upcoming series. He has a lot
of time. I'm 100 per cent sure that he will return.
Maybe that's why he is not in the team. I don't
think he is out of the team because of his form.
New players need chances. I think he will come
back in the future. 

DUBAI [UAE] : Pakistan T20I
captain Salman Ali Agha broke
the silence about playing the for-
mat without the nation's batting
bigwigs Mohammad Rizwan and
Babar Azam. He feels things are
falling in place as they remain
excited to feature at the Asia Cup
and strive for success by execut-
ing their brand of cricket.

Babar and Rizwan, the most
successful opening pair for
Pakistan but often lampooned for
their unhurried approach in the
bustling T20I format, have been
axed from the setup since last
December. After Mike Hesson
assumed the role of the white-
ball head coach, speculations had
been rife about the stalwart duo's
return.

Despite the switch in manage-
ment, Babar and Rizwan's return
remains in the waiting zone. With
Hesson at the helm, Pakistan has
engineered 10 wins out of 14
appearances and claimed the Tri
Series against Afghanistan and
the UAE in Sharjah on Sunday.

"It's been good. We are play-
ing very good cricket. Last, I

think, almost four months ago,
we have won three series out of
four.

So we are doing really well as
a team. And at the same time, we
are very excited. For most of us,
it's going to be the first big tour-
nament like that," Salman said
during the captains' press confer-

ence, ahead of their campaign
opener on Sunday against Oman.

"I think we're playing good
cricket. We started that a few
months ago, like four or five
months ago and now I think
things are coming together. And
as a team, I think we're playing
good cricket, and we are looking

forward to this tournament as
well. And everyone is very excit-
ed," he added. In the context of
the tournament, India has been
deemed the favourite to clinch
the crown. Salman debunked the
notion and cited the turbulent
nature of the format. According
to the Pakistani skipper, since the
fate of the contest can change in
a single over, nobody can be ear-
marked as favourites.

"Don't think anyone is a
favourite in T20Is. In one over or
two, the game can change. The
Tri-Nation Series was a prepara-
tion for the Asia Cup. The
thought was to win that tourna-
ment. If we did not win it, we still
had to come here and play good
cricket," he added.

Pakistan: Salman Ali Agha (c),
Abrar Ahmed, Faheem Ashraf,
Fakhar Zaman, Haris Rauf,
Hasan Ali, Hasan Nawaz, Hussain
Talat, Khushdil Shah, Mohammad
Haris, Mohammad Nawaz,
Mohammad Waseem Jnr,
Sahibzada Farhan, Saim Ayub,
Salman Mirza, Shaheen Afridi,
Sufyan Moqim.

Hong Kong Open 2025:
Satwik-Chirag reach
pre-quarters: Kidambi
ousted in qualifiers

Things are coming together: Pakistan T20I 
captain Salman Agha on life after Babar, Rizwan

ALL-ROUNDER JALAJ SAXENA LEAVES
KERALA AFTER NINE SEASONS

India's Rifle and Pistol
Mixed Teams misses
out on medal in Ningbo

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The Indian
mixed teams in both the rifle and
pistol events missed out on
medals on the opening day of the
international shooting season's
fourth and final International
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF)
World Cup Rifle/Pistol stage at
the Ningbo Olympic Sports
Center in Ningbo, China, with
neither pairs making it to the
medal matches.

In the pistol mixed team
event, the Indian pairs finished
11th and 13th in qualification,
while in the rifle mixed team, the
Indian pairs were placed 14th
and 34th, as per a press release
from the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI).

In the Air Pistol Mixed Team
event, India's first pair of Surbhi
Rao (284) and Amit Sharma
(290) registered a combined
qualification score of 574-20x to
finish 11th. The second pair,
Olympian Rhythm Sangwan
(289) and Nishant Rawat (282),
finished 13th with a score of 571-
15x.

The gold medal went to
China's in-form pair, Qianxun
Yao and Kai Hu, who claimed a
dominant 17-5 victory over
Czechia's Veronika Schejbalova
and Jindrich Dubovy. This was
back-to-back World Cup golds for
the Chinese pair after their tri-

umph in Munich, adding to their
silvers in Buenos Aires and Lima
earlier this year. Hungary's
Veronika Major and Akos Karoly
Nagy secured the bronze, defeat-
ing the Neutral Athletes' team of
Iana Enina and Anton
Aristarkhov 17-13.

In the Air Rifle Mixed Team
event, India's Ramita Jindal
(312.9) and Umamahesh
Maddineni (315.7) shot 628.6 to
finish 14th. The second pair of
Meghana M. Sajjanar (312.8) and
Divyansh Singh Panwar (309.3)
managed 622.1, placing them
34th.

The final saw Norway's
Jeanette Hegg Duestad and Jon-
Hermann Hegg emerge champi-
ons with a 15-9 win over China's
Xinlu Peng and Lihao Sheng, who
had earlier broken the world
record during qualification with
636.9. The Norwegian duo added
to their gold in Lima and bronze
in Munich. China's Peng and
Sheng, meanwhile, collected a
second successive silver. Italy's
Carlotta Salafia and Danilo
Dennis Sollazzo completed the
podium with bronze.

-Strong international line-up
awaits Indian shooters in the sec-
ond day's competitions

India will look to open its
medal account on Wednesday
when Amit Sharma, Nishant

Rawat, and Samrat Rana take to
the range in the Men's 10m Air
Pistol. The field will feature a
high-quality line-up of 65 ath-
letes, including China's World
No.1 Hu Kai, winner of the last
three World Cups' Gold, Neutral
Athlete and world number five
Anton Aristarkhov, and World
No.6 Jason Solari of Switzerland,
silver and bronze medalists
respectively in Buenos Aires.
Brazil's Felipe Almeida Wu, cur-
rently ranked world number
eight and silver medalist in Lima,
will also be in contention.

Paris Olympic medallists
Federico Nilo Maldini (silver) and
Paolo Monna (bronze) of Italy,
alongside Hungary's Akos Karoly
Nagy, add further depth to the
draw. Qualification begins at
7:15 AM IST with the finals
scheduled for 10 AM IST.

The Women's 25m Pistol
(Precision Stage) qualification
also begins tomorrow, where
Olympian Rahi Sarnobat,
Abhidnya Ashok Patil, and Divya
T.S. from India will go up against
a competitive 57-strong field.

The line-up includes Korea's
Yang Jiin, Paris Olympic gold
medallist and World No.5, along
with Olympic silver and bronze
medallist Camille Jedrzejewski of
France and Veronika Major of
Hungary.

Sri Lanka add Janith Liyanage to Asia Cup squad
COLOMBO [SRI LANKA] : Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC) announced the inclusion of
batting all-rounder Janith Liyanage in
their squad for the Asia Cup on
Tuesday.

Taking to their official X han-
dle, SLC said that the addition
of Liyanage has strengthened
the squad to 17 players. The
squad is led by Charith
Asalanka.

"Asia Cup 2025 -
Squad Update The Sri
Lanka Cricket Selection
Committee has included
Janith Liyanage in the Sri
Lanka squad for the ACC
Men's T20 Asia Cup 2025.
With his inclusion, the
squad strength has now
increased to 17 players.
# S r i L a n k a C r i c k e t
#AsiaCup2025 #LionsRoar,"
posted SLC on their X handle.

In three T20Is for SL, Liyanage
has scored 28 runs, with a best score of
11. He has been a great ODI player for
Lankan Lions so far, having made 824 runs
in 28 matches and 23 innings at an aver-

age of 48.47, with a strike rate of over 85,
with a century and six fifties.

In 74 T20s, Liyanage has scored 1,102
runs at an average of 18.06 and a

strike rate of over 111, with
five half-centuries and a best

score of 70.
Sri Lanka, putting

their T20I continental
crown to defence, will
start their campaign
against Bangladesh
on September 13 at
Abu Dhabi.

Sri Lanka:
Charith Asalanka (c),
Pathum Nissanka,
Kusal Mendis, Kusal
Perera, Nuwanidu

Fernando, Kamindu
Mendis, Kamil Mishara,

Dasun Shanaka,
Wanindu Hasaranga,

Dunith Wellalage, Chamika
Karunaratne, Maheesh

Theekshana, Dushmantha
Chameera, Binura Fernando, Nuwan
Thushara, Matheesha Pathirana, Janith
Liyanage. 


