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The Bengal Assembly on Tuesday tabled a resolution against the harassment of Bengalis and the Bengali identity. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Sovandeb Chattopadhyay, while presenting the
proposal, referred to the recent incident in Delhi where a child from a migrant laborer’s family was allegedly abused. At this mention, BJP legislators began mocking with sarcastic cries of “Aha
re.” Finance Minister Chandrima Bhattacharya and Women & Child Development Minister Shashi Panja strongly objected, virtually rebuking the opposition benches to maintain order. Even
after the discussion began, BJP members continued raising slogans of “Modi, Modi,” prompting senior TMC leader Firhad Hakim to counter with the slogan “Joy Bangla.” 

Bengal Assembly Tables Resolution Against Bengali ‘Harassment’

Vivek Agnihotri urges Mamata
not to ban ‘The Bengal Files’

MI News Service, Kolkata : Film-
maker Vivek Agnihotri has  ap-
pealed to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee not to
ban his forthcoming film, 'The
Bengal Files', in the state.  Agni-
hotri emphasised that the film
should be evaluated on its artistic
merit rather than its political im-
plications.In a video message on
Tuesday, he highlighted the impor-
tance of freedom of expression as
a fundamental democratic princi-
ple. In his appeal on social media,
he addressed the West Bengal
Chief minister and requested her
to view the film not just from a re-
gional perspective but as a contri-
bution to the national discourse.
He insisted that the audience
should have the autonomy to make
their own judgements about the
film's content. In the caption, he
wrote, "URGENT: An open appeal
to Hon’ble CM @MamataOfficial.
Please listen till the end and share

widely as your protest against the
banning of a film on Hindu Geno-
cide. #TheBengalFiles In cinemas
05 September 2025 .The plea from
Agnihotri follows calls for the
film's ban in West Bengal. This
also led to the cancellation of its
trailer launch and press events in

Kolkata last month. 'The Bengal
Files' covers the events of the
Great Calcutta Killings of 1946 -
the Direct Action Day, and the
Noakhali riots. The film stars Anu-
pam Kher, Mithun Chakraborty,
Darshan Kumar, Simrat Kaur,
Namoshi Chakraborty, and Pallavi

Joshi, amongst others.
Agnihotri expressed, "It's very

important that I make this film,
make the younger generation
aware, enlighten them. And also,
the entire community gets to ex-
press a generational trauma," Ag-
nihotri explained.

The filmmaker also recalled
making 'The Kashmir Files' and
stated that he is working as a psy-
chiatrist for the entire Indian soci-
ety. "Acknowledgement of the
trauma is the first step towards
healing - you can ask any psychia-
trist. With this film, I'm working as
a psychiatrist for the entire Indian
society. With my film 'The Kashmir
Files', ask any Kashmiri Pandit -
they say 'your film has started our
healing', which is true. I healed
them. So yes, you can say I'm the
psychiatrist. I'm a filmmaker-psy-
chiatrist (laughs)," he said. 'The
Bengal Files' is slated to hit the
screens on September 5.

Govt working on next phase of India
Semicon Mission, announces PM Modi

MI News Service, New Delhi : The gov-
ernment is working on the next phase
of India Semiconductor Mission and
Design-Linked Incentive Scheme,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
here on Tuesday.

Speaking at the inauguration of
Semicon India 2025 on his return from
four day trip to Japan and China, PM
Modi said the base of digital infrastruc-
ture is critical minerals and the country
has started working on the Critical Min-
erals Mission and is committed to meet-
ing the growing demand for rare earth
minerals. "We are working on the next
phase of the India Semiconductor Mis-
sion," the Prime minister said. He said
the days are not far off when the small-
est chip made in India will drive the
biggest change in the world. "The gov-
ernment is going to give shape to the
new DLI (design-linked incentive)
scheme," PM Modi said. In an apparent
reference to the sweeping 50 per cent
tariffs imposed by the US on India,
Prime Minister Modi said that despite
the challenges created by "economic
selfishness," India's GDP has achieved
a growth of 7.8 per cent. He further
stated that "Just a few days ago, the
GDP numbers for the first quarter of
this year have come. Once again, India
has performed better than every expec-
tation, every assessment. At a time
when there are concerns in the econ-
omy of the world, there are challenges
created by economic selfishness; in that
environment, India has achieved a
growth of 7.8 per cent..."

Stressing on the importance  and
potential of semiconductors in the new
world, the Prime minister said, "in the
semiconductor world, oil was black
gold, but chips are digital diamonds.

Our last century was shaped by oil...
But the power of the 21st century is
limited to a small chip. This chip has
the power to accelerate the develop-
ment of the world..."

"In the year 2021, we started the
Semicon India programme. By the year
2023, India's first semiconductor plant
was approved. In 2024, we approved
additional plants. In 2025, we cleared
five additional projects. Overall, an in-
vestment of more than Rs 1.5 lakh
crore is being made in ten semiconduc-
tor projects. This shows the world's
growing trust in India," he said. "We
have implemented the National Single
Window System. Through this, all the
approvals from the Centre and the

states are being received on a single
platform. As a result, our investors are
now freed from a significant amount of
paperwork," he added. The Prime min-
ister stated that India is on the way to
become a "full-stack semiconductor
nation." "India is now moving beyond
the backend to become a full-stack
semiconductor nation. The day is not
far when India's smallest chip will drive
the biggest change in the world. Our
journey started late, but nothing can
stop us now," he said. Inviting more in-
vestors to the country, PM Modi said,
"We are ready to welcome all the in-
vestors...The day is not far when the
world will say, Designed in India, Made
in India, Trusted by the World."

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw during
the inauguration of 'Semicon India 2025' at Yashobhoomi, in New Delhi
on Tuesday.

India still negotiating 
bilateral trade agreement
with the US: Piyush Goyal

MI News Service, New Delhi
: Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday said India is still ne-
gotiating for achieving a bi-
lateral trade agreement
(BTA) with the United States.
India has already inked free
trade agreements with Aus-
tralia, the UAE, Mauritius,
the UK and the four-Euro-
pean nation bloc EFTA, he
added. "Lots happen, lots
more to go...With the US, we
are in dialogue with them on
a BTA," he said here at an
industry chamber event on
sustainability.

However, Goyal said  no
new dates have been fi-
nalised yet for the sixth
round of trade talks."We are
in dialogue with the US for a
BTA," Piyush Goyal said at
an industry chamber event
on sustainability in
Delhi.India and the US have
been negotiating the trade
and tariff pact since March.
So far, five rounds of talks
have been completed. After
a 50 per cent duty was im-
posed on Indian goods from
August 27, the US team has
deferred its visit to India for
the next round of talks,
which was scheduled from
August 25. “As we continue
to have newer trading
arrangements with the Eu-
ropean Union, Chili, Peru,
New Zealand, the second
tranch of Australia and
Oman — all of these are
FTAs….Lots have happened,

lots more to go. But the US,
we are in dialogue with
them for a bilateral trade
agreement…With all of this
pan India's growing rele-
vance as a provider of 18%
of global growth…,” Goyal
said. Piyush Goyal also em-
phasised that competitive-
ness would only improve
with a sustainable pathway
as India continues to remain
committed to its sustainabil-
ity goals. Speaking at the
summit on the subject of
sustainability, Goyal said, “It
is unfortunate that certain
important players, certain
important countries, have
chosen to forego the agenda
of sustainability...India con-
tinues to remain committed
to our sustainability goals.
We believe our competitive-
ness will only get better with
a sustainable pathway...” He
said the India-China rela-
tions are gradually moving
towards normalcy. His state-
ment came days after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held bilateral meetings on
the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit. During the
meeting, PM Modi and Xi
Jinping agreed to work to-
wards a "fair, reasonable
and mutually-acceptable"
solution to the India-China
border issue, and pledged to
expand trade and invest-
ment ties, recognising the
role of the two economies to
stabilise global trade. "This
was an SCO summit, where
all the SCO members partic-
ipated. We had a problem in
Galwan, due to which we
had a blip in the relationship.
As the border gets resolved,
I think the situation getting
back to normal is a very nat-
ural consequence," Goyal
told reporters At present,
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) applications from
countries sharing land bor-
ders, such as China, have to
mandatorily seek govern-
ment approval for all sectors.

60 departmental action cases pending against CBI personnel: CVC
MI News Service, New Delhi : As
many as 60 cases of departmental
action were pending against CBI
officers, the latest report by the
Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) has said. Of these cases, 22
were pending for more than four
years.

"Pendency of cases against CBI
officers reflects on the reputation
and image of the country's pre-
mier investigation agency," said
the recently released CVC's annual
report 2024. As of December 31,
2024, as many as 39 departmental
cases against Group 'A' officers
and 21 cases against Group 'B' and
'C' officials of the CBI were pend-
ing at various stages, it said. The
CVC exercises superintendence
over the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation in connection with the
agency's probe into offences al-
leged to have been committed
under the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988.

In its report, the probity watch-
dog also reviewed the progress of
cases pending with respective au-
thorities for the want of sanction to
prosecute corrupt government of-
ficials. The CBI reported that at the
end of 2024, a total of 200 cases
were pending for grant of prosecu-
tion sanction under the PC Act,

1988, which belong to 46 different
organisations, the report said.  In
these cases pending with various
organisations, 534 requests have
been made for granting prosecu-
tion sanction, as some of the cases
involved more than one accused
person, it said. Of the total, 106
cases were pending prosecution
sanction for over three months.

Competent authorities are ex-
pected to decide on cases of sanc-

tion of prosecution within three
months. Another month can be
provided in cases where there is a
requirement for consultation with
the Attorney General or any law
officer in the attorney general's of-
fice. The commission regularly re-
minds the authorities concerned in
the central government depart-
ments and organisations to expe-
dite decisions in cases pending for
sanction for prosecution beyond

the mandatory time limit given in
the Act, it said. As of December 31,
2024, a total of 72 references in-
volving 171 officers were also
pending with different organisa-
tions for previous approval sought
by CBI under Section 17 A of the
PC Act, 1988 , for conducting an
investigation, the report said.

The Section makes prior ap-
proval of an appropriate authority
mandatory before initiating any
enquiry or investigation into any
corruption-related offence alleged
to have been committed by a pub-
lic servant. "The commission, on
its part, advises the authorities
concerned on a regular basis, for
prompt disposal of requests for
conducting investigation, as re-
ceived by them from CBI," the re-
port said.

Over 1,500 posts were lying va-
cant in the CBI, according to the
CVC report. "The total sanctioned
strength of CBI as on December
31, 2024, was 7,300, against
which 5,798 officials were in posi-
tions; 1,502 posts were lying va-
cant." The highest of 887 posts
lying vacant were of "executive
ranks", 503 of "ministerial staff",
57 of "technical officers", 48 of
"law officers" and seven of "can-
teen staff", the report said.

'Troublesome': Trump's
aide Navarro on Modi, Xi,

Putin meet at SCO

MI News Service, New Delhi
/ Washington  (DC) : Presi-
dent Donald Trump's top
trade adviser Peter Navarro
has described as "trouble-
some" the show of unity be-
tween the leaders of India,
Russia and China, saying
New Delhi needs to be with
Washington, Europe and
Ukraine, not with Russia. His
comments came as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping publicly displayed
bonhomie during the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) summit in Tianjin
on Monday. “It’s trouble-
some. It's troublesome,”
Navarro said at the White
House when asked about the
“show of unity” between
Modi, Xi and Putin. "It was a
shame to see Modi getting in
bed as the leader of the
biggest democracy in the
world with the two biggest
authoritarian dictators in the

world, Putin and Xi Jinping.
That doesn't make any
sense," said Navarro, the
Trump administration’s Sen-
ior Counsellor for Trade and
Manufacturing.

His remarks, and the
display of camaraderie be-
tween Modi, Putin and Xi,
came against the backdrop
of possibly the worst phase
in India-US relations in over
two decades, with the strain
exacerbated by Trump's tar-
iff policy and constant criti-
cism of New Delhi by his
administration. "I'm not
sure what he ( PM Modi) is
thinking, particularly since
India has been in a cold war
and sometimes a hot war
with China for decades. So
we hope that the Indian
leader comes around to see-
ing that he needs to be with
us and Europe and Ukraine
and not with Russia on this,
and he needs to stop buying 

uu Continued on page 3
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Over 60,000
Ganpati idols
immersed on
5th day of the
festival

MI News Service, Mumbai :
More than 60,000 idols of
Lord Ganesh were im-
mersed in the sea and other
water bodies till  Tuesday
evening in Mumbai on the
fifth day of the  celebration
of the ongoing Ganpati fes-
tival, civic officials said.
However, there was no re-
port of any  untoward inci-
dents from any part of the
mega city and elsewhere
during the immersion
process, a Brihan mumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) official said.  The fes-
tival began on Ganesh
Chaturthi on August 27 and
will conclude on Anant
Chaturdashi on September
6 as per the tradition.  A
large number of devotees
immerse idols after one-
and-a-half days, as well as
on the fifth and seventh
days.  Following the fifth
day festivities on Sunday, a
total of 60,225 idols were
immersed in the sea, other
water bodies and artificial
ponds till 9 pm on Monday.
These included 49,037 do-
mestic Ganpati idols, 2,175
of public mandals and 1300
idols of the Goddess Harta-
lika, the officials said.

Earlier also on Friday,
after the one and half day of
festivities, a total of 60,177
Ganpati idols were im-
mersed in various water
bodies and artificial ponds.
Among them, 29,683 idols
were made of Plaster of
Paris (PoP), and 30,494
were made of eco-friendly
clay. According to the civic
body, it has set up nearly
290 artificial ponds for the
Ganpati idol immersion, in
addition to around 70 natu-
ral water bodies such as
chowpatties, lakes and
seashores. As part of its ef-
forts to protect the environ-
ment, the civic body has
also urged people to im-
merse their eco-friendly
Ganpati idols in drums or
buckets. They also made it
clear that the PoP idols of
less than six feet in height
must be immersed in artifi-
cial ponds.

I may forgive RJD-
Cong but people of
Bihar won't pardon
them for insulting
my mother: PM
MI News Service,  New
Delhi / Patna :  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said he was deeply
pained by the hurling of
abuses at his mother dur-
ing Congress' recently con-
cluded 'Voter Adhikar
Yatra' in Bihar, and as-
serted that although he
may forgive RJD and the
grand old party but people
of the eastern state would
never pardon them. In his
first reaction to the contro-
versy over hurling of
abuses at his deceased
mother during the yatra in
Darbhanga recently, Prime
minister Modi took a dig at
the opposition parties, stat-
ing that using expletives
against his mother was
nothing for those who in-
sult 'Mother India', and
that they should be pun-
ished. "My late mother had
nothing to do with politics,
so what was her fault; why
was she abused?" he ques-
tioned. The PM was ad-
dressing a gathering in
Delhi while virtually inau-
gurating a new cooperative
for the women associated
with self-help groups in
Bihar. "Bihar is the land of
Maa Janki... it has always
given respect to women.
This is the land where
Chhath Puja is celebrated.
My mother was abused
from the dais of RJD and
Congress... I had never
imagined such a thing
would happen... it was an
insult to the mothers and
daughters of Bihar... people
of the state will never for-
give them," PM Modi said.
"I am my mother's son... I
am sharing my pain with
you," he said. "I have been
working tirelessly for the
welfare of the women in
the country... the mother
who gave birth to me asked
me to serve the mother-
land, which I am doing. She
had never brought a saree
for herself and saved the
money for us. I must say
that the position of a
mother is more than that of
God," the Prime minister
said. Modi said that those
who hurl abuses at moth-
ers and sisters consider
women weak. "Their
mindset makes them treat
women as objects of ex-
ploitation and oppression.
Whenever people with an
anti-women mentality
came to power, mothers,
daughters and sisters had
to endure suffering 
the most... this happened 
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Kolkata to host European
cinema showcase at ICCR

MI News Service, Kolkata: The forum for film studies and
Allied Arts, in collaboration with the NEZ Foundation, will
present a special session on Best European Cinema from Sep-
tember 8 to 10, 2025 at the Satayajit Ray Auditorium, ICCR,
9A Ho Chi Minh Sarami, Kolkata.

The event will be inaugurated on September 8 at 6:15 pm by
eminent elocution Bratati Bondyopadhya, while actor, writer
and entrepreneur Siddharth Chatterjee will grace the occasion
as Chief Guest. The Guest of Honor for the session include San-
dhi Mukerjee, IPS (Retd.), Debarshi Dutta, IPS, SPS (CID),
and Goutam De, former Regional Director, ICCR Kolkata. The
programme will also be attend by filmmaker Goutam Ghosh.,
President of the forum for film Studies & Allied Arts, along
with noted critic and scholar Samik Bandyopadhya, Vice Presi-
dent of Forum. The three-day showcase will bring together dis-
tinguished personalities from the fields of art, cinema and cul-
ture, offering Kolkata cinephiles a unique opportunity to expe-
riences some of the finest works of European cinema.

LIC marks 69th Anniversary,
Reinforces market leadership

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Life Insurance Corpora-
tion of India (LIC), the country’s largest insurer and fastest-
growing Indian brand with a 36% surge in brand value, cel-
ebrated its 69th anniversary on Monday, reaffirming its domi-
nance in the sector. Despite over two decades since the liberal-
ization of the insurance industry, LIC continues to lead with a
65.83% market share in policies and 57.05% in first-year pre-
mium income for FY 2024–25. Its total assets under manage-
ment (AUM) rose by 6.45% to ?54.52 lakh crore. LIC offers a
diverse portfolio of 35 individual products, 12 group products,
7 riders, and 1 group rider, catering to varied segments through
offline and online channels. The insurer has also strengthened
its social commitment through the Golden Jubilee Foundation,
which has funded 926 projects and 30,835 scholarships, dis-
bursing over ?283 crore since 2006. On the digital front, LIC
enhanced customer convenience with 2.4 crore registered users
on its portal and mobile app, launched the LIC Digital NRI App,
and expanded AI-driven services like LIC Mitra 2.0 chatbot and
the Jeevan Saakshya app. Recognized with 22 awards in 2024–
25, LIC’s milestones reflect its continued focus on innovation,
inclusivity, and customer service.

MI News Service, Siliguri: A chill-
ing discovery at a school in Naxalbari,
near Siliguri, has shocked the local com-
munity after a decomposed male body
was found inside a warehouse used to
store  bicycles. The body was discov-
ered after a foul stench spread through
the school premises, triggering serious
concerns about security lapses and how
the man accessed the school grounds.
Preliminary police investigations sug-
gest the man may have died of electro-

Shock in Siliguri school:

Body found in bicycle shed
cution while allegedly attempting to
steal an electric fan. Forensic experts
from Jalpaiguri, who inspected the
site, believe the death occurred at least
two days prior, possibly on Saturday.
The body was sent to North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital for au-
topsy, which will confirm the exact
cause of death. Samples from the
scene have also been collected for fur-
ther testing. Despite the grim discov-
ery, classes at the school continued as

usual, sparking outrage among par-
ents who demanded a temporary shut-
down. “How could a body go unno-
ticed in a space meant for students?”
questioned a concerned parent. The
identity of the deceased remains un-
known, adding to public unease. Po-
lice are reviewing missing persons
cases in the area to identify the man
and determine how he gained entry
to the supposedly locked campus.
Local residents have described the

case as “unprecedented” and are de-
manding swift action. While electrocu-
tion remains the primary theory, in-
vestigators are not ruling out foul
play, citing the suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the death. Police
presence at the school continues as
forensic teams analyze evidence. The
coming days are expected to shed
more light on whether this was a
failed theft or something more sinis-
ter hidden behind school walls.

MI News Service,
Canning: In a chilling act of
mob justice, a young man was
brutally beaten to death in
canning’s Taidi area early
Tuesday morning, before his
lifeless body was tied with
ropes and dragged through the
streets- a scene captured on
CCTV and now viral on social
media.

Eyewitness accounts and
video footage reveal the man
was accused of theft, tied up
with ropes by a group of
locals, and repeatedly
assaulted with bamboo sticks.

Birthday celebration turns
scandal in darkness

MI News Service, Jalpaiguri: What began as a late-night
“birthday celebration” in the shadows of a village lane ended in
chaos, confrontation, and police intervention. A married youth
from Dhupguri and a woman were caught red-handed by locals
in a secluded area near Patol School, South Gosairhat, sparking
sensational allegations of an extramarital affair carried out under
cover of darkness. Eyewitnesses claimed the duo, accompanied
by another man, were cutting a birthday cake in near-total
darkness late at night when suspicious villagers surrounded them.
As tension escalated, the young man attempted to flee on a
motorbike, only to crash into a paddy field. Villagers caught
him and, upon interrogation, he initially claimed the woman
was his wife. But when asked to produce proof, his story faltered.
The woman’s husband soon arrived on the scene, leading to a
dramatic face-off. In a heated moment, the aggrieved husband
confronted his wife’s companion, reportedly asking, “Can you,
being a friend, destroy me like this?” The situation threatened
to spiral until police from Dhupguri station’s Pink Police unit
arrived and took all three individuals—including the woman’s
husband—to the station for questioning. Locals allege this is
not an isolated incident. They claim such “illicit meetings” are
common in the area, damaging the moral fabric of the village.
Video clips of the encounter quickly went viral, amplifying the
controversy and fueling public outrage. Police have initiated an
inquiry into the matter. While no official charges have been
confirmed, the incident has reignited concerns over growing
reports of secret late-night rendezvous in rural Bengal villages—
with villagers demanding strict action to restore order and
decency.

Theft suspect tied, lynched in board daylight
Despite his pleas of innocence,
the mob continued the assault.
“The boy was begging, saying
he was being misunderstood.
But no one stopped,” a local
resident told reporters.
Another admitted, “He may
have come to steal, but people
had no right to kill him like
this. The police were standing
right in front.” The disturbing
footage shows the victim’s
body being pulled across the
ground while onlookers stood
by. His identity has not yet
been confirmed. Police from
Canning station have begun an

investigation, arresting a local
businessman for questioning
and working to identify those
seen in the video. However,
serious allegations have
emerged that officers were
present during the lynching but
failed to intervene. The
incident has sparked outrage
and renewed concern over
mob vigilantism and police
inaction, raising questions
about how law and order
collapsed so completely in a
crowded locality. Authorities
say arrests of the main accused
are imminent.

MI News Service, Durgapur:  A late-night
chlorine gas leak at a government-run water
treatment facility in Pandaveswar triggered
chaos and tragedy, claiming the life of a 62-
year-old woman and leaving at least eight
others battling illness. The incident unfolded
on Monday night at the Public Health Technical
Department’s water purification plant near the
Ajay River in Phulbagan. Residents were jolted
awake as the pungent stench of chlorine
engulfed the area, creating a suffocating
atmosphere. Panic spread swiftly as men,
women and children struggled to breathe.

Victim Josna Pattnaik (62), a resident of the
department’s staff quarters near the refinery,
was rushed to a local hospital after collapsing
from exposure. She later succumbed despite
emergency treatment. Eight others were also
rushed to multiple medical facilities, including
Durgapur Sub-Divisional Hospital and a private
super-specialty centre. Their conditions are
reported to be stable. Police and administrative
officials rushed to the site, overseeing
evacuations and medical rescue. “The Public

One killed, eight sick as poisonous
fumes engulf Pandaveswar

Health Technical Department will investigate
the exact cause of the leak. Our priority is
ensuring uninterrupted drinking water supply
while extending full medical support to the
affected,” said BDO Bharti Hazra of
Pandaveshwar. Preliminary accounts suggest
that the chlorine escaped from a steel cylinder
used for bleaching and purification. “Somehow,
the cylinder developed a leak, releasing gas into
the air. Those nearby inhaled the toxic fumes
and fell ill,” confirmed Bir Bahadur Singh,
Deputy Chief of Bahula Gram Panchayat. The
tragedy has sparked deep concern in the
region, with residents demanding strict
accountability and urgent safety protocols
at  the  faci l i ty.  Quest ions  remain
unanswered: How did a critical cylinder
develop a leak? Why were safeguards not
in place? And how many more lives remain
at risk around Bengal’s water treatment
projects? For now, one life has already been
lost, several remain shaken, and an entire
locality has been left gasping—literally and
figuratively—for answers.

Squall front looms:
Orange alert in
South Bengal
MI News Service,

Kolkata: South Bengal was
lashed by heavy rain and
thunderstorms on Monday
night as ominous waves of
cloud rolled in, plunging the
city and its suburbs into
sudden darkness. The
Alipore Meteorological
Department has now warned
that the situation could
intensify, with a fresh low-
pressure system forming over
the Bay of Bengal and the
emergence of a dangerous
squall front over the state’s
skies.

An orange alert has been
issued across multiple
districts for Tuesday,
including Kolkata, Howrah,
Hooghly, South 24 Parganas
and the two Midnapores,
with forecasts of very heavy
rainfall in coastal areas.
Meteorologists have
cautioned that the evolving
system could bring
destructive squalls,
cloudbursts, and widespread
flooding. The squall front—
triggered by a violent
collision of easterly and
westerly winds—has already
produced massive
cumulonimbus formations,
the towering thunderclouds
often linked with severe
storms. These weather fronts,
observed across suburban
belts including Hooghly on
Monday, are notorious for
unleashing torrential rain and
lightning strikes. Authorities
have advised fishermen to
stay away from the deep sea
until Wednesday, warning
that conditions remain
treacherous. With rainfall
persisting since Monday
night and forecasts predicting
escalation, officials fear
waterlogging, traffic
disruption, and further
infrastructural strain across
South Bengal.
Meteorological experts
describe the situation as
“very difficult,” with the
looming low pressure system
holding the potential to
deepen into a depression.
Kolkata and adjoining
districts remain on high alert
as the state braces for yet
another spell of turbulent
monsoon weather.

Mistaken for Bangladeshi, beaten bloodly:
Migrant worker’s horror in Odisha

MI News Service, East Medinipur: A disturbing case of
linguistic hate has emerged from Odisha, where Mustafa Ali, a
21-year-old migrant worker from Bengal, was brutally attacked
at Baragarh railway station simply for speaking Bengali. A
resident of Shitalpur village in Purba Medinipur, Mustafa was
assaulted by a mob who accused him of being Bangladeshi after
overhearing him speak his mother tongue.

Eyewitnesses say the mob cornered him, beat him severely,
and dragged him out from the ticket counter where he tried to
hide. He was struck on the head and left bleeding. Railway
Protection Force personnel eventually intervened and rushed
him to hospital. He was later shifted to Tamluk District Hospital
in West Bengal. The family has accused both the Railway Police
and Baragarh local police of indifference, claiming they failed
to act during the daylight assault. Mustafa’s father, also a labourer
in Odisha, said, “They attacked my son just for speaking Bengali.
This is nothing but terror.” The attack has sparked widespread
outrage in Bengal. Area MLA Sukumar Dey condemned the
Odisha administration, stating, “Thousands of Odia labourers
work in Bengal without facing discrimination. Why should
Bengalis face such hate in Odisha?”  Mustafa’s family has vowed
never to work outside Bengal again, pleading with the state
government to create local job opportunities to protect workers
from violence and humiliation. The incident highlights the
growing vulnerability of Bengali migrant workers, whose
language and identity are increasingly under threat in
neighbouring states.

MI News Service, North
24 Parganas:  Shockwaves
have gripped Sandeshkhali
after local workers were
allegedly sacked from a shoe
manufacturing factory in
Bhangar, South 24 Parganas,
simply for being Bengali. The
incident has triggered
widespread anger, with
residents accusing the factory
management of humiliating
local labourers and favouring
migrant workers from other
states over native sons of the
soil.

According to locals, five
workers from Sirishtala in
Sandeshkhali — including
Gaurang Barui and Sanjit
Mondal — were abruptly
dismissed on Friday. The

Bengali workers sacked for speaking Bangla

Sayan, Rohit bag 3 each against Mumbai
in GCA-Reliance U-19 multi-day meet
MI News Service, Kolkata: A superb bowling performance helped Bengal

bundle out Mumbai for 246 in their first innings on Day 1 of the GCA-Reliance
Men’s Under-19 All India Invitation (3-day) Tournament at the Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad, on Tuesday.““Sayan Paul (3/9) and Rohit (3/41) were
brilliant with the ball, while Vijay Srivastava and Sachin Yadav picked up a
wicket apiece.““Despite a positive start by Mumbai, Bengal staged a remarkable
comeback, dismantling the middle and lower order by claiming the final seven
wickets for just 25 runs.““In reply, Bengal reached 52 for no loss at stumps,
with Ankit Chatterjee (40*) and Aditya Roy (11*) unbeaten at the crease.

workers claim they were
clearly told their services were
no longer needed because they
were Bengalis, and that
“outside labourers” would
soon take their place. “This is
an insult to our identity. We’re
being punished for being
Bengali in Bengal,” said
Gaurang Barui. The move has
pushed many families in
Sandeshkhali into economic
uncertainty, in a region already
struggling with limited job
opportunities. The alleged bias
has sparked fears of a
systematic exclusion of
Bengali workers, fuelling
political outrage. The
Trinamool Congress has
condemned the incident,
framing it as an attack on

Bengali pride. Both Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
MP Abhishek Banerjee have
joined protests, with Mamata
set to lead a major rally from
College Square to Dorina
Crossing on Tuesday. “This is
Bengal — no one can dare
insult Bengali workers on
our  land,”  a  senior
Trinamool leader declared
during Monday’s agitation.
The controversy has ignited
a larger  debate  on
employment rights, regional
discrimination, and the role
of  migrant  labour  in
Bengal’s industries. With
Sandeshkhali at the heart of
the storm, the issue is fast
becoming a  pol i t ica l
flashpoint.

Minor boy drowns in pond
before school in Nadia

Dipankar Edbar, Kalyani: A minor boy drowned in a pond
at Madpur Adarshpara under Harinhata police station limits in

N a d i a
district on
T u e s d a y
morn ing ,
p o l i c e
said.““The
deceased,
identified
as Pallab
Sarkar(11)
, a Class IV
student and
resident of
Mollabelia
g r a m
panchayat
area, had

gone for a bath with his friends before leaving for school.
Eyewitnesses said that shortly after entering the water, Pallab
slipped under and did not resurface.““His friends alerted locals,
who pulled him out of the water after some time and rushed him
to Harinhata Rural Hospital. Doctors declared him brought
dead.““Police from Harinhata PS reached the hospital and sent
the body for postmortem examination. Officers said an unnatural
death case has been registered and further probe is on.““Villagers
expressed shock at the incident, as Pallab was known to be a
good swimmer and would regularly bathe in the pond. Police
are examining whether he suffered an injury or a sudden medical
condition while in the water.

Kalyani police seizes
truck carrying PDS rice
Dipankar Edbar, Kalyani (Nadia): In a late evening

operation on Monday, Kalyani police seized a truck loaded with

ration rice in the Kalyani Buddha Park area in Nadia. The vehicle,
bearing an 'out of State' number plate, was found carrying 140
sacks of rice meant for the public distribution system
(PDS).““Police intercepted the truck after growing suspicious
about its movements. On searching the vehicle, they discovered
stacks of rice bags. The driver and the helper failed to produce
any valid documents, following which they were
arrested.““Preliminary questioning revealed that the seized
consignment contained PDS rice, but police are yet to ascertain
from where it was sourced and to which location it was being.

Border crackdown: Police seized
1.1 kg gold, police arrested 2

MI News Service, Murshidabad: In a major breakthrough
against cross-border smuggling, police in Murshidabad arrested
two men on Monday while attempting to sneak gold biscuits
into India through the sensitive Rajanagar Ghat border area un-
der Raninagar police station. The seized consignment — 10 gold
biscuits weighing 1.166 kg — is valued at approximately Tk
1.23 crore.

Acting on intelligence inputs, Domkal SDPO Shubham Bajaj
said police first apprehended Shibnath Mandal (50) of Rajanagar.
The biscuits, concealed in his pocket, were recovered during a
search. Upon interrogation, Shibnath revealed the involvement
of Nagen Mandal (35) of Notun Bamnabad, Sagarpara, who
was swiftly arrested later. Investigators believe the gold was
handed over by Bangladeshi operatives across the Padma river,
with smugglers exploiting fishing activities as a cover. Police
suspect a wider network and are preparing to seek 10-day cus-
tody of the duo after producing them in court on Tuesday to
unearth the full chain of operations. The BSF and local police
have intensified surveillance along the porous border, long no-
torious for smuggling of gold, cattle, narcotics, and fake cur-
rency. Officials confirmed that further arrests are likely as the
crackdown widens. “This seizure proves that organized syndi-
cates are still active along the riverine border. Our investigation
will focus on tracing the handlers on both sides,” SDPO Bajaj
said.

Struggles with
child mar-

riages, Under-
age mother-
hood despite
crackdown

MI News Service,
Balurghat: Despite
sustained campaigns and
administrative drives, child
marriage and underage
motherhood continue to
haunt Dakshin Dinajpur.
Official records reveal that
141 child marriages were
prevented between January
2024 and August 2025, yet
activists warn the true scale
is far greater — with
thousands of minors still
being pushed into wedlock
every year.

Even more alarming,
nearly 23 percent of these
child brides become mothers
before turning 18, with
several cases of pregnancies
involving girls under the age
of 15 surfacing in hospitals at
Tapan, Hili, and Balurghat.
District insiders admit that
Dakshin Dinajpur now ranks
among the state’s worst-hit
regions in terms of underage
motherhood. The administra-
tion has set a target of
making the district child-
marriage-free by 2025.
ASHA workers, Sakhi-Saheli
networks, Kanyashree clubs
and volunteers have been
mobilized to spread
awareness across villages
and towns. Yet, clandestine
marriages continue, often
evading the official radar.
Social workers argue that
technology, unchecked use of
smartphones, online
interactions, and elopements
are fueling the trend.
Political rifts are also
hampering efforts. The BJP
has accused the ruling
party of monopolizing the
awareness campaigns,
making villagers distrust-
ful of state-led drives.
Experts warn that without
collective, non-partisan
action, the
administration’s goal will
remain out of reach. For
now, the specter of child
marriage — and the
devastating cycle of
teenage motherhood —
continues to overshadow
Dakshin Dinajpur,
exposing deep-rooted
social, economic, and
political fractures.

West Bengal Pradesh Youth Congress protested against the alleged vandalism by BJP leader
Rakesh Singh, on August 29, 2025, at Bidhan Bhawan. The protesters also demanded the
arrest of the main culprit outside the Assembly House in Kolkata.

MI News Service,
Maynaguri: With Durga
Puja approaching, the police
have stepped up
enforcement measures
to ensure public safety
in crowded market
areas. On Tuesday,
Maynaguri traffic
police launched a
special drive in the
town, seizing around
30 battery-operated
rickshaws (totos) that
were flouting safety
norms.““The seized
vehicles were brought to the
police station, where drivers

Police Crack Down on Toto Violations
Ahead of Puja in Maynaguri

were instructed to
immediately install
protective iron rods on the

right side of their vehicles.
As directed, the drivers
contacted local welders, who
were brought in to weld the
rods onto the totos on the
spot. Only after the safety
fittings were attached were
the vehicles released by the
police.““According to
officials, the move comes in
anticipation of heavy festive
crowds in the market areas
during Puja. The
administration had earlier
issued a directive making the
installation of right-side
safety rods mandatory,
primarily to prevent
passengers—especially
children and the elderly—
from accidentally falling off
the vehicle.““However,
despite repeated warnings,
many toto operators were
found to be ignoring the
rules. Police noted that
several vehicles continued to
carry more passengers than
permitted, often transporting
schoolchildren and elderly

Kolkata Police Stresses Zero
Tolerance on Rash Driving
MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata Police on Tuesday

underlined its “zero tolerance” policy on rash driving following
the detention of an Army vehicle earlier in the day for traffic
violations, an incident that drew widespread public attention.““In
a press briefing held on Tuesday evening, DC Traffic Srikant
Jagnathrao made it clear that the same action would have been
taken even if it were a civilian vehicle. “Traffic laws apply to
everyone equally. There are no exceptions,” he said. He further
informed that Hare Street police station has already initiated
appropriate legal proceedings in connection with the case.““The
police also released CCTV footage of the incident, which showed
that the Army truck attempted a right turn at a point where no
such signal existed. A clear “No Right Turn” signboard was
visible at the location. “This is a clear case of lane violation as
well as rash driving,” Jagnathrao said.““According to police,
the Army truck was travelling from Fort William to the Passport
Office when it was intercepted around 11 a.m. However, as per
the DC Traffic, the road the vehicle was taking was not necessary
to reach its destination.

commuters without the
required safety fittings. In
some cases, drivers had

attempted makeshift
arrangements, tying
bamboo sticks or
ropes on the sides
instead of proper
iron
rods.““Tuesday’s
operation was
conducted under the
supervision of
Maynaguri Traffic
OC Atul Chandra
along with other

officers at the Thana More
and other key traffic points in
the town. Officials confirmed
that each of the detained
totos was released only after
welding the iron
rods.““Reacting to the drive,
Shahanoor Islam and Ranjat
Mondal, both toto drivers,
admitted they were unaware
of the rule. “We didn’t know
about the requirement for
rods. But now that the police
have informed us, we are
installing them. We’ll also
advise other drivers to do the
same immediately,” they
said.““Traffic OC Atul Das
stressed that the rule was
non-negotiable. “All totos
must be fitted with rods. Our
surveillance in the market
area will continue, and any
vehicle found violating the
rule will be seized,” he
warned.““With the festive
season approaching, the
administration has made it
clear that safety cannot be
compromised.
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SMP KOLKATA Achieves Remarkable Growth in Cargo Handling
MI News Service, Kolkata: Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata,
(SMP Kolkata) formerly known as
Kolkata Port Trust, has announced
a significant achievement in cargo
handling, recording a growth of
16.02% during the period of April
to August 2025. The port handled
a total of 28.236 Million Metric
Tonnes (MMT) of cargo, a notable
increase from the 24.337 MMT
handled during the same period in
2024. This impressive perform-
ance is a result of outstanding con-
tributions from both its dock
systems: Haldia Dock Complex
(HDC) and Kolkata Dock
System(KDS).HDC handled 20.625
MMT of cargo from April to August
2025, compared to 18.216 MMT in
the corresponding period of the

previous year, registering a robust
growth of 13.23%.KDS demon-

strated even more exceptional
growth, handling 7.611 MMT of
cargo during April-August 2025, a
significant jump from 6.121 MMT
in April-August 2024. This per-
formance marks a high growth
rate of 24.35%.Shri Rathendra
Raman, Chairman, appreciated
team SMP Kolkata led by Deputy
Chairman, Shri Samrat Rahi, the
untiring efforts of all port officials,
and the continued support from its
valued stakeholders. The collective
dedication and strategic initiatives
have been instrumental in driving
this growth and solidifying SMP,
Kolkata's position as a key player
in India's maritime sector."This
achievement is a testament to the
relentless commitment of our offi-
cers, employees, and stakeholders,

whose collective efforts have pow-
ered SMPK's journey of growth,"
said Shri Raman, Chairman,  SMP
Kolkata. "I extend my heartfelt
gratitude to everyone who has
contributed to making SMPK not
only a driver of growth but also a
symbol of resilience, innovation,
and partnership in India’s mar-
itime sector. Together, we are
strengthening our capacity, ex-
panding our horizons, and working
towards building a stronger future
for trade, commerce, and the na-
tion’s economic progress."Chair-
man, SMP Kolkata further said that
the port remains committed to en-
hancing its operational efficiency
and infrastructure to support the
growing trade and contribute to
the nation's economic progress.

Trinamool Congress held a protest programme against the atrocities on Bengali migrant workers in other states and the deprivation of the Bengali
language. The protest was held in Kolkata on Tuesday.

Bengal Assembly Tables Resolution 
Against Bengali ‘Harassment’

MI News Service, Kolkata: As per the
prior announcement, the Bengal As-
sembly on Tuesday tabled a resolution
against the harassment of Bengalis
and the Bengali identity. Parliamentary
Affairs Minister SovandebChattopad-
hyay, while presenting the proposal,
referred to the recent incident in Delhi
where a child from a migrant laborer’s
family was allegedly abused. At this
mention, BJP legislators began mock-
ing with sarcastic cries of “Aha re.”

Finance Minister Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya and Women & Child Develop-

ment Minister Shashi Panja strongly
objected, virtually rebuking the oppo-
sition benches to maintain order. Even
after the discussion began, BJP mem-
bers continued raising slogans of
“Modi, Modi,” prompting senior TMC
leader Firhad Hakim to counter with
the slogan “Joy Bangla.” The session
soon turned charged and confronta-
tional.About a month earlier, allega-
tions had surfaced that Delhi Police
had assaulted a child belonging to a
migrant laborer’s family, injuring the
ear. SovandebChattopadhyay recalled

this case while stressing the need for
the resolution to protect Bengalis from
humiliation. At that point, BJP legisla-
tors escalated their disruptive behav-
ior, resorting to jeers like “Aha re.” In
response, Ministers Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya and Shashi Panja openly
protested. Shashi Panja, with a sharp
rebuke, said, “Keep quiet. You are un-
civilized, your behavior is unaccept-
able.” Her stern warning silenced the
BJP members for a while.

The debate also highlighted the
contributions of many great figures of
Bengal. TMC legislators and ministers
specially invoked Rabindranath
Tagore, Bankim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay, and Khudiram Bose to underline
Bengal’s immense role in India’s his-
tory and culture. Firhad Hakim ad-
dressed the growing tendency of
labeling people as “Bangladeshi” sim-
ply for speaking in Bengali. He firmly
declared, “We are not Bangladeshis.
We are Indian Bengalis.” 

Noise Pollution
During Exams
Sparks Debate
in Assembly
MI News Service, Kolkata:
During the ongoing exami-
nations, students have com-
plained about difficulties in
studying due to the loud use
of microphones. This issue
was raised in the Assembly
by Arambagh MLA Mad-
husudan Bag, who de-
manded clarity on the
government’s plans to ad-
dress the problem. The
Speaker also highlighted the
matter during the session.
Responding to the concerns,
Environment Minister Chan-
drima Bhattacharya stated:
“All complaints received by
the board are being thor-
oughly examined. Everyone
must come forward and re-
port such incidents when-
ever they occur.” To facilitate
this, the government has
provided a dedicated
helpline number —
18003453390 — where citi-
zens can lodge complaints
about noise disturbances af-
fecting examinations.

Meanwhile, the Assem-
bly also witnessed heated de-
bates over the alleged
harassment of Bengali-
speaking people. Trinamool
Congress legislators strongly
protested incidents where
Bengalis living outside the
state have been branded as
“Bangladeshis” merely for
speaking their mother
tongue. The ruling party
highlighted repeated cases of
atrocities in several BJP-
ruled states, where Bengali-
speaking residents
reportedly faced harassment
and even police excesses. In
this backdrop, the Trinamool
Congress announced that it
would table a resolution in
the Assembly to defend Ben-
gali identity and sentiments.
The party emphasized that
attempts to insult or alienate
Bengalis would not be toler-
ated. According to TMC lead-
ers, Bengalis working
outside the state, particularly
in BJP-ruled regions, are
being subjected to discrimi-
nation. Reports suggest that
in some cases, police harass-
ment has also been involved.
The issue sparked sharp ex-
changes between the treas-
ury and opposition benches,
with the ruling party vowing
to uphold Bengali pride and
cultural rights.

Saokat Molla’s 
Convoy Narrowly 
Escapes Accident
MI News Service, Kolkata: A
major accident was narrowly
averted on Tuesday morning
when the convoy of Tri-
namool Congress MLA
SaokatMolla met with mishap
at Bamanghata in Bhangar,
South 24 Parganas. The
MLA, who represents Can-
ning East, was traveling to-
wards Kolkata when the
incident occurred around 7
a.m. According to sources,
the pilot car of Kolkata Police
leading the convoy suffered a
sudden accelerator failure.
Losing control, the vehicle
rammed into a motorbike
and then hit an electric pole.
The impact left the motorcy-
cle completely mangled while
the front portion of the pilot
car was badly damaged.

Molla’s vehicle, which
was right behind, narrowly
escaped collision as the driver
applied sudden brakes just in
time. One motorcyclist, iden-
tified as Mohammad Tajud-
din of Bride Street under
Karaya police station limits,
sustained serious injuries.
The MLA immediately
arranged for medical assis-
tance, and the injured was
rushed to SSKM Hospital
where he is undergoing treat-
ment in critical condition. 

LoP Suvendu Suspended from 
Bengal Assembly After Ruckus
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
SuvenduAdhikari was sus-
pended from the West Ben-
gal Assembly on Tuesday by
Speaker Biman Banerjee for
allegedly disrupting pro-
ceedings during a special
four-day session convened to
debate a motion condemn-
ing the alleged harassment
of Bengali-speaking mi-
grants in other parts of the
country. The one-day sus-
pension was announced
after Adhikari protested
during Education Minister
BratyaBasu’s remarks in the
House, where Basu referred
to the Indian Army’s dis-
mantling of the Trinamool
Congress (TMC)’s protest
stage at Mayo Road on 
Monday.

Adhikari, along with BJP
legislators, shouted slogans
praising the Indian Army
and denouncing the TMC
government. The protests
led to a noisy disruption in
which normal proceedings
were stalled. BJP members

demanded that Basu’s com-
ments be expunged, but the
Speaker rejected the de-
mand. Amid the commotion,
treasury bench members
sought Adhikari’s suspen-
sion, which the Speaker ap-
proved. In protest, BJP
lawmakers staged a walk-
out, accusing the TMC gov-
ernment of being
“pro-Pakistani” and practic-
ing appeasement politics.

Speaking to reporters
outside the Assembly, Ad-
hikari said:“I was suspended
without following constitu-
tional procedures. If sup-
porting the Indian Army is a
crime, I welcome this sus-
pension.”

During the debate, Basu
had drawn a parallel be-
tween the dismantling of the
TMC’s protest stage and the
1952 Language Movement
in the erstwhile East Pak-
istan (now Bangladesh),
where people sacrificed
their lives to defend their
mother tongue and cultural
identity.

Army Truck Detained 
Near Writers’ Building

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
tense incident unfolded on
Tuesday when Kolkata Po-
lice stopped an Army truck
in front of theWriters’ Build-
ing area. Police sources
stated that the vehicle was
heading towards the pass-
port office when it danger-
ously obstructed the convoy
of Police Commissioner
Manoj Verma. Traffic police
immediately intercepted the
truck, citing reckless driving
and violation of traffic
norms, and informed Hare
Street Police Station.  The
Hare Street police station
cops said the army truck
was being driven “reck-
lessly”, had jumped a signal
and also ignored a "no-right
turn" notice, after which it
was stopped by on-duty traf-
fic policemen.  According to

police, the vehicle was head-
ing from Fort William to the
Income Tax office and had
allegedly violated traffic
norms by speeding and
turning recklessly near Ma-
hakaran, creating the risk of
a major accident.  Traffic
sergeants on duty immedi-
ately seized the truck, de-
scribing the manoeuvre as
“dangerous driving.” The
action prompted two senior
army officials to rush to
Hare Street police station for
talks. Later, Lalbazar re-
leased CCTV footage show-
ing the truck’s sudden turn
and how the commissioner’s
convoy narrowly avoided an
accident. A case under the
Motor Vehicles Act was reg-
istered against the driver,
though the truck was re-
leased after two hours. 

WB HS Exams
Start Sept 8

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal Council of
Higher Secondary Education
on Tuesday announced the
schedule for the 2026 Higher
Secondary Examinations,
declaring that the third-se-
mester, or Part-I exams, will
begin this September itself.
According to the notification,
the examinations will com-
mence on September 8 and
continue until September 22.
The exams will start at 10
a.m. and continue till 11:15
a.m. For Music, Visual Arts,
and Vocational subjects, the
timing will be from 10 a.m.
to 10:45 a.m. This year, a
total of 6.6 lakh candidates
are expected to appear.
Among them, 43.97% are
boys and 56.03% are girls,
marking a higher participa-
tion of female students. To
prevent malpractice, strict
surveillance measures will
be in place. The Council has
announced that invigilators
will be deployed at a 20:1
ratio inside exam halls.
CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled at the main gates of
every centre and in the
venue supervisor’s room.
Students will not be allowed
to carry calculators, mobile
phones, or any electronic
gadgets inside exam centres. 

'Troublesome': Trump's aide Navarro
on Modi, Xi, Putin meet at SCO

Hatibagan Sarbojanin Durgotsav is celebrating its 91st anniversary with the theme:
Ghat Katha. MLA and main organizer of the puja, Atin Ghosh, held a press conference
at the Kolkata Press Club. Also present were Forum for Durgotsav Shaswat Das Thomas
Henriott, artist Tapas Dutta and members of other puja organizations.

Cal HC Rejects Plea of ‘Disqualified’ 
SSC Candidates for Reappointment

MI News Service, Kolkata: The contro-
versy over the School Service Commission
(SSC) recruitment scam once again
reached the Calcutta High Court on Tues-
day. A section of the “disqualified” candi-
dates, recently named in the
Commission’s published list of ineligible
recruits, had approached the court seek-
ing reinstatement and permission to sit
for fresh examinations. Their plea, how-
ever, was firmly rejected.

Justice Saugata Bhattacharya ruled
that since the matter is already under the
Supreme Court’s consideration, the High
Court cannot intervene. Expressing dis-
pleasure at the request to allow the can-
didates to sit for exams again, Justice
Bhattacharya remarked: “There are limits
to everything.” Nearly 350 such “tainted”
teachers had challenged the SSC’s re-
cently published list and petitioned the

court to declare them “eligible.” On Tues-
day, the High Court dismissed this appeal.
Justice Bhattacharya further observed:
“The case is pending before the Supreme
Court. At present, it is not possible to
scrutinize the documents of 1,806 peo-
ple.” He also questioned whether the dis-
qualified teachers were attending school,
to which advocate Anindya Lahiri replied
in the negative. The judge retorted: “Then
why didn’t you approach the court ear-
lier? Why wait till the last moment? You
are disqualified teachers. Now you want
to sit for the exams? Everything must
have a limit.” The petitioners’ counsel ar-
gued that the disqualified list was pub-
lished for the first time, which is why they
approached the court only now. But the
judge pointed out that the Supreme Court
had earlier barred them from attending
school, and no action was taken then.

From PG 1
the oil,” Navarro said. The Trump administration has im-
posed 25 per cent reciprocal tariffs on India and an addi-
tional 25 per cent levies for Delhi’s purchases of Russian oil,
bringing the total duties imposed on India to 50 per cent, the
highest in the world.

However, India has called the tariffs imposed by the US
“unjustified and unreasonable”. Defending its purchase of
Russian crude oil, India has been maintaining that its energy
procurement is driven by its national interest and market dy-
namics. Russia has emerged as India's top energy supplier
since the West slapped sanctions on its crude oil after the in-
vasion of Ukraine. "India is the biggest democracy in the
world by population. Historically, India has been in a cold
war with communist China for decades," Navarro said,
adding that Beijing has "funded Pakistan's military" and
helped Islamabad "develop its nuclear weapons". "China has
invaded India repeatedly, particularly a place called Aksai
Chin, and actually has taken territory from India and still
holds it," he said, adding that the Chinese patrol now "far
into the Indian Ocean and are challenging Indian sovereignty
in the Indian Ocean". "But at the same time, we're seeing
China and its entrepreneurs and oil refiners getting into bed
with Indian business people, and that relationship is toxic,”
he said. Navarro claimed that China is using India as a “big
trans shipment hub” to avoid the Chinese tariffs. Asserting
that the road to peace in Ukraine “in many ways, runs at
least partly through New Delhi", Navarro said that “it’s time
for PM Modi to step up."

"I have great respect for PM Modi. I love the Indian peo-
ple,” he said. He said that every American should thank Pres-
ident Trump for “flagging this issue and calling India out on
these issues, because we don't want to be about the business
of trying to defend Ukraine with funds and weapons and
things like that, when our money is going to somebody who's
cheating us, and they're using that money to give to the Rus-
sians to buy weapons, kill Ukrainians and then use their tax-
payer money." Navarro, who had earlier described the
Ukraine conflict as “Modi’s war”, further said that India has
the highest tariffs of any major country in the world and is
in "denial" about that.  “It tries to tell everybody out there
that that's not true when it is demonstrably true," he said.

KMC Turns 
Construction
Waste into 
Revenue Source
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant step to-
wards sustainable urban
management, the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) has embarked on a
new initiative based on the
principle of “waste to
wealth.” What was once a
persistent problem — the
city’s burgeoning construc-
tion debris — is now being
transformed into a re-
source that not only re-
duces environmental
pressure but also generates
revenue.

Under a public–private
partnership (PPP) model, a
construction waste pro-
cessing unit has been set
up at Patharghata in Ra-
jarhat. On average, the fa-
cility processes 170–180
tonnes of construction
waste daily, yielding nearly
155–165 tonnes of reusable
raw material. These in-
clude finely crushed con-
crete suitable for cement
mixtures, graded sand, and
stone chips, all of which
can be fed back into con-
struction activities. The
pricing has been formally
notified. The base rate for
the recycled raw material
is fixed at ₹849 per tonne,
while the final selling price,
including transportation
charges, ranges between
₹1,199 and ₹1,419 per
tonne. Transportation costs
vary according to distance,
with a minimum of ₹350
per tonne and a maximum
of ₹570 per tonne. KMC has
further mandated that the
rate structure will be re-
vised every two years.

A Kolkata Traffic Police personnel speaks with Indian
Army officials after stopping the truck they were travel-
ling in for alleged reckless driving near the Writers'
Building, in Kolkata, West Bengal. Kolkata Police com-
missioner Manoj Verma's vehicle was trailing the truck.

I may forgive RJD-Cong but
people of Bihar won't 
pardon them for insulting
my mother: PM
From PG 1
during the 'mafia raaj' of
RJD," he said. "During the
RJD era, crime was rampant
in Bihar and the state wit-
nessedcases of murder, extor-
tion and rape every day. The
RJD government gave protec-
tion to murderers and rapists.
Women had to bear the
brunt... so it was them who
ousted the RJD from power
and now the regional party
wants to take revenge on
women for that," the PM al-
leged. The Congress had never
been able to tolerate any per-
son from the backward com-
munity rising to a position of
power and that is why they are
unleashing a barrage of
abuses, PM Modi claimed. "I
may forgive them, but the peo-
ple of Bihar will never pardon
them for insulting my mother.
People of the state must say
that they will punish the lead-
ers of these parties in the com-
ing days," he said. Assembly
elections in Bihar are due
later this year.
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Name Change
I, Abhijit Das S/O Asit Das resident at 
Vill-Daserchak, P.O.-Kak-Kalinagar, 
P.S-Harwood Point coastel, Dist-
South 24 Parganas, WB.  That my 
Date of birth was wrongly recorded 
in my school certificate examination 
as 21/03/2005 instead of 13/12/2004 
vide an affidavit before the Ld.  
Judicial Magistrate 1st class at  
Diamond Harbour, South 24 Pgs.  
Dated 30/03/2023

Name Change
I, Munsur Ali Molla & Monsur Ali 
Molla (old names) S/O Omar Ali 
Molla, residing at Chakpachuria, 
P.S.- Techno City, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, 
Pin- 700160, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Mansur Ali Molla (new 
name), as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit  
dated 02/09/2025. Mansur Ali Molla 
(new name) and Munsur Ali Molla & 
Monsur Ali Molla (old names) all are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mosa Tajmira Bibi (old name) W/O 
Mijanur Rahaman Molla, residing at 
Vill- Laskarati, P.O.- Chakpachuria, 
P.S.- Techno City, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, 
Pin- 700156, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Tajmira Bibi (new 
name), as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit  
dated 02/09/2025. Tajmira Bibi (new 
name) and Mosa Tajmira Bibi (old 
name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Tapan Ghosh (old name) S/O 
Ramani Mohan Ghosh, residing at 
16/5A, Kenaram Ganguly Road, Pas-
chim Barisha, P.S.- Thakurpukur, 
Kolkata- 700008, West Bengal, In-
dia, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Tapan Kumar 
Ghosh (new name), as declared before 
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an 
affidavit  dated 02/09/2025. Tapan 
Kumar Ghosh (new name) and Tapan 
Ghosh (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Madhulina Saha (old name) 
W/O Suman Saha, residing at 30, 
Ramkrishna Road, P.O.- Italgacha, 
P.S.- Dumdum, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, 
Pin- 700079, West Bengal, India, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Madhulina 
Saha Poddar (new name), as declared 
before the Notary Public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit  dated 02/09/2025. 
Madhulina Saha Poddar (new name) 
and Madhulina Saha (old name) both 
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kamrun Nahar (old name) wife of 
Faruk Mohammad, residing at Taki Road, 
Bchowmatha, Basirhat, Dist-North 24- 
Parganas,Pin- 743411, West Bengal, India, 
have changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Kamrun Naher (new 
name), as declared Before The Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
02/09/2025. Kamrun Naher (new name) 
and Kamrun Nahar (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, JITENDRA SINGH S/o, BRIJ NAN-
DAN PRASAD SINGH (my and my father 
old name), resident of 9 BHUKAILASH 
ROAD NEAR MANDIR MASJID KHID-
DIRPORE KOLKATA-700023, West Ben-
gal, India, My DL NO JH05 20130199668, 
have changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as JITENDRA RAM son 
of VIRJU RAM (my and my father new 
name), as declared before The Ld. 1ST 
Class Judicial Magistratе at Alipore, vide 
an affidavit dated 02/09/2025. JITEN-
DRA RAM and JITENDRA SINGH both 
are same and one identical person (my 
self). VIRJU RAM and BRIJ NANDAN 
PRASAD SINGH both are same and one 
identical person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, Pravabati Bal (Old Name), Wife Of 
Bankim Chandra Bal,Residing At  Vill- 
Ghugragachi, Po-Nabarupdaha, Ps- 
Hanskhali, Nadia-741502, West Bengal, 
Have Changed My Name And Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Prabharani 
Bal(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
01/09/2025.Pravabati Bal And Prabharani 
Bal Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Shabbir Ayaz & Shabbir Bhai Ayaz (old 
name) son of Taherbhai, residing at 21, 
Bentinck Street, 2nd Floor, Flat-4, Kolk-
ata- 700001, W.B, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as 
Shabbirbhai Taherbhai (new name), as de-
clared before the notary public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 25/08/2025. Shab-
birbhai Taherbhai (new name) and Shabbir 
Ayaz & Shabbir Bhai Ayaz (old name) both 
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Goutam Sardar & Goutam Kr Sardar 
(old names) son of Mukti Pada Sardar, 
residing at VILL-LAKSHMI NATH PUR, 
PO-PUNRA, PS-BADURIA, Basirhat, 
743427, West Bengal, India, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be known 
as Goutam Sardar (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit dated 02/09/2025. Goutam 
Sardar (new name) and Goutam Sardar & 
Goutam Kr Sardar (old names) all are same 
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mosammat Ayesha Khatun (old name) 
W/O Sk Mirajuddin, residing at 3/H/25, 
Raja Dinendra Street, Raja Ram Mohan 
Sarani, Kolkata- 700009, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Ayesha Khatun 
(new name), as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit  dated 
02/09/2025. Ayesha Khatun (new name) 
and Mosammat Ayesha Khatun (old name) 
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Deblina Sengupta(Old Name), Daugh-
ter Of Late Samir Sengupta, Residing 
At 21 Gardner Lane, Entally,Kolkata - 
700014,West Bengal, Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Jeena Ali Mullick(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 02/09/2025.Deblina Sen-
gupta And Jeena Ali Mullick Same And 
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, SADHU YADAV S/o BIRENDRA YA-
DAV (my and my father old name), resi-
dent of 9 BHUKAILASH ROAD NEAR 
MANDIR MASJID KHIDDIRPORE 
KOLKATA-700023, West Bengal, India, 
My DL NO JH05 20130199668, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as ANU YADAV son of VIRJU 
RAM (my and my father new name), as 
declared before The Ld. 1ST Class Judicial 
Magistratе at Alipore, vide an affidavit dat-
ed 02/09/2025. ANU YADAV and SADHU 
YADAV both are same and one identical 
person (my self). BIRENDRA YADAV 
and BIRENDRA YADAV both are same 
and one identical person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, PHULESHWAR YADAV S/o RAJEN-
DRA YADAV (my and my father old 
name), resident of 2 DARPAN NARAYAN 
STREET POSTA KOLKATA-700006, 
West Bengal, India, My DL NO WB41 
20070336913, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as FUKESH-
WER KUMAR son of RAJENDAR YA-
DAV  (my and my father new name), as 
declared before The Ld. 1ST Class Judicial 
Magistratе at Alipore, vide an affidavit dat-
ed 02/09/2025. FUKESHWER KUMAR 
and PHULESHWAR YADAV both are 
same and one identical person (my self). 
RAJENDAR YADAV  and RAJENDRA 
YADAV both are same and one identical 
person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, SUBHAS CH GHOSH S/o P GHOSH 
(my and my father old name), resident of 
126/1 SATYEN ROY ROAD BEHALA 
KOLKATA-700034, West Bengal, India, 
My DL NO WB20 19790294437, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth be 
known as SUBHAS KUMAR GHOSH son 
of PANCHANAN GHOSH (my and my 
father new name), as declared before The 
Ld. 1ST Class Judicial Magistratе at Ali-
pore, vide an affidavit dated 02/09/2025. 
SUBHAS KUMAR GHOSH and SUB-
HAS CH GHOSH both are same and one 
identical person (my self). PANCHANAN 
GHOSH and P GHOSH both are same and 
one identical person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, UTTAM MONDAL S/o M MONDAL 
(my and my father old name), resident 
of 16 MANICK BOSE GHAT STREET 
JORABAGAN KOLKATA-700006, 
West Bengal, India, My DL NO WB20 
20020046417, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as UT-
TAM RAWAT son of MAHESH RAWAT 
(my and my father new name), as de-
clared before The Ld. 1ST Class Judicial 
Magistratе at Alipore, vide an affidavit 
dated 02/09/2025. UTTAM RAWAT  and 
UTTAM MONDAL both are same and 
one identical person (my self). MAHESH 
RAWAT and M MONDAL both are same 
and one identical person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, SK FAJAL E MOHAMMED S/o S 
K MUSARAF (my and my father old 
name), resident of 44-HO CHI MINH 
SARANI BIRENROY ROAD BAKUL-
TALA PARNASREE KOLKATA-700061, 
West Bengal, India, My DL NO WB09 
20190000943, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as SK FAJAL 
MOHAMMED son of SK MOSARAF 
(my and my father new name), as declared 
before The Ld. 1ST Class Judicial Mag-
istratе at Alipore, vide an affidavit dated 
02/09/2025. SK FAJAL MOHAMMED 
and SK FAJAL MOHAMMED both are 
same and one identical person (my self). 
SK MOSARAF and S K MUSARAF both 
are same and one identical person (myfa-
ther) .

Name Change
I, Samina Begum(Old Name),Wife Of 
Mizanur Rahaman, Residing At Vill - 
Kachua,Po - Bamunia,Ps - Bijayganj 
Bazar, South24parganas - 743502,West 
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Samina 
Mondal(New Name) Vide An Affida-
vit No 21882 Sworn Before The Ld 1St 
Class Judicial Magistrate At Alipore On 
01/09/2025.Samina Begum And Sami-
na Mondal Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Syed Golam Mostafa (Old Name),Son 
Of Sayed Latafat Hossain,Residing At 
Khadinan Ct Khadinan Abhirampur, Hao-
ra-711303,West Bengal,Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Sayed Golam Mostafa(New Name) Vide 
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 02/09/2025.Syed 
Golam Mostafa And Sayed Golam Mosta-
fa Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Piali Roy Choudhury (Old Name) 
W/O  Naba Kumar Roy Chowdhury, 
Residing At Riddhi Siddhi Gardens,Sid-
dhi Block-3,Flat-3A,D.h.road,Po-Joka,-
Kokata-700104,West Bengal,India.have 
Changed My  Name And  Shall Henceforth 
Be  Known As Piali Roy Chowdhury(New 
Name) As Declared Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata Dated 02/09/2025.Piali 
Roy Choudhury(Old Name) And Piali Roy 
Chowdhury (New Name) Both Are Same 
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Naba Kumar Roy Choudhury (Old 
Name) S/O  Brojo Behari Roy Chowdhury  
,Residing At Riddhi Siddhi Gardens,Sid-
dhi Block-3,Flat-3A,D.h.road,Po-Joka,-
Kokata-700104,West Bengal,India.Have 
Changed My  Name And  Shall Henceforth 
Be  Known As Naba Kumar Roy Chow-
dhury(New Name) As Declared Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata Dated 
02/09/2025.Naba Kumar Roy Choud-
hury(Old Name) And Naba Kumar Roy 
Chowdhury (New Name) Both Are Same 
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, PRASANTA BHUKTA (old name) 
son of MOHAN BHUKTA, resid-
ing at VILL+P.O-JAGATPUR, P.S-
KHANAKUL, DIST-HOOGHLY, 712417, 
West Bengal, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as 
PRASHANTA BHUKTA(new name), 
as declared Before The Notary Public at  
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
02/09/2025. PRASHANTA BHUKTA 
(new name) and PRASANTA BHUKTA 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, ARSHAD KHAN & MD ARSHAD 
KHAN (old name) son of MD ANWAR 
KHAN, residing at G-97/A,BATTIKAL 
1ST LANE, GARDEN REACH,KOLK-
ATA-700024, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as MOHAMMAD ARSHAD 
KHAN (new name), as declared Before 
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 02/09/2025. MOHAMMAD 
ARSHAD KHAN (new name) and AR-
SHAD KHAN & MD ARSHAD KHAN 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, MD NOOR ISHLAM MONDAL (old 
name) son of RASUL MONDAL, resid-
ing at KHARBAGAN CHUNARIPARA 
MAJDHIA,PO-MAJDHIA,DSIT-NA-
DIA-741507, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as NURUL ISLAM MONDAL 
(new name), as declared Before The Nota-
ry Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
02/09/2025. NURUL ISLAM MONDAL 
(new name) and MD NOOR ISHLAM 
MONDAL (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mehatab Ali Middya(Old Name),Son 
Of Abdul Mohit Middya,Residing At Bar-
gachia, Kamalapur,Jagatballavpur,How-
rah-711404,West Bengal,Have Changed 
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Mahatab Ali Middya(New Name) Vide 
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 02/09/2025.Mehatab 
Ali Middya And Mahatab Ali Middya Both 
Are The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohiuddin Molla (old name) S/O Khat-
ibbar Molla, residing at Baligori Dano 
Para, P.O.- Chakpachuria, P.S.- Techno 
City, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700156, 
West Bengal, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as  
Mahiuddin Molla (new name), as declared 
before the Notary Public at Barasat, North 
24 Parganas, vide an affidavit No.  dated 
02/09/2025.  Mahiuddin Molla (new name) 
and Mohiuddin Molla (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, PRIYANKA KUMARI (old name) 
daughter of RAM PRADAP CHAUD-
HARY, presently residing at 8,Lenin 
sarani,bowbazar,kolkata-700012 and per-
manently resident of JALE CHAUDHRY 
MOHALLE,MAHAVEER BAZAR,PO & 
PS JALE,DHARBHANGA-874302, West 
Bengal, India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as MARYAM 
BEGUM (new name), as declared Before 
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 02/09/2025. MARYAM BE-
GUM (new name) and PRIYANKA KU-
MARI (old name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Dipankar Mandal (old name) S/O 
Duryodhan Mondal, residing at 73, VIP 
Nagar Colony, 2nd Floor, Flat C2, P.O.- 
VIP Nagar, P.S.- Anandapur, Kolkata- 
700100, West Bengal, India, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be known as 
Dipankar Mondal (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit dated 02/09/2025. Dipankar 
Mondal (new name) and Dipankar Mandal 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, PINTU SINGH S/o, K SINGH (my 
and my father old name), resident of P-12 
B B HALL SONAI ROAD KOLKATA 
700088, West Bengal, India, My DL NO 
WB20 20030164940, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as 
PINTU PASWAN  son of KHIRODHAN 
PASWAN  (my and my father new name), 
as declared before The Ld. 1ST Class Ju-
dicial Magistratе at Alipore, vide an affi-
davit dated 02/09/2025. PINTU PASWAN 
and PINTU SINGH both are same and one 
identical person (my self). KHIRODHAN 
PASWAN and K SINGH both are same 
and one identical person (myfather) .

Name Change
I, Mahabir Prasad Barjatya, son of 
Lt Shri Gyan Chand Barjatya resid-
ing at I.C.R. Road, Giridih-815301, 
Jharkhand have declared before the 
First Class Notary Public at Kolkata, 
West Bengal vide  affidavit number 
067069 dated 24 June 2025  that Ma-
habir Prasad Barjatya, Mahavir Prasad 
Jain, Mahabir Prasad Jain, Mahavir 
Jain, Mahabir Jain, Mahabir Barjatya 
and Mahavir Barjatya all are same and 
indentical person.

Name Change
I, Kanika Hazra, Wife of No. 
14913615W  Rank Ex NK (TS) Name 
Biswanath Hazra resident of Vill.- 
Kirnahar Jayantipur Colony, P.O.- 
Kiranahar, Dist.-Birbhum, (WB) 
Pin- 731302  have change my 
Name & Date of birth from Kanika  
Hazara & Age 28 years to Kanika  
Hazra 2nd April, 1981 vide Affidavit 
dated 01.09.25 before the Executive 
Magistrate at Suri, Birbhum.

Name Change
I, Chitra Rani Jash, spouse of No. 
6380018L Rank Ex NK( TS) Name 
Amiya Kanti Jash resident of 
Vill.-Chakundi, P.O.- Nabastha, Dist.- 
Purba Burdwan (WB), Pin- 713407 
have change my Name from Chitra 
Rani Jash to Chitra  Jash vide Affidavit 
dated 02.09.25 before the  Executive 
Magistrate at Purba Bardhaman.

Name Change
I, B Laxman Rao S/O Lt. B Jagannatha 
Rao R/O Nimpura, P.S: Kharagpur (T), 
Paschim Midnapur, declare before 1st 
class JM at Kharagpur vide affidavit 
NO 10812 on 29-08-2025 that in some 
of my minor son's documents his name 
wrongly recorded as Bhavire Aikhill in-
stead of Bhaviri Akhil. Bhavire Aikhill 
& Bhaviri Akhil both are same, one & 
identical person.

Name Change
I DIVYA HABIB, wife of Md. 
Raza Habib, daughter of Vijay  Iyer,  
previously resident of 170/45, Lake 
Garden, Kolkata-700045, at pres-
ent residing at premises No.50/2, 
Nando  Ghosh Road, P.S: Golabari,  
Howrah: 711101 do here by solemnly 
affirm  and declare that I converted my  
religion from Hindu to Islam, married 
Md. Raza Habib son late  Md.  Habib 
of No. 50/2, Nando Ghosh Road, 
Howrah: 711101 on 18.04.2025 as per 
Muslim Rites and Customs and now I 
have been known called by the name 
DIVYA HABIB instead of DIVYA 
IYER. By an affidavit (No. 1370) 
before the Ld Judicial Magistrate at 
Kolkata on 28.08.2025 that DIVYA 
HABIB and DIVYA IYER is the same 
and one identical person.  

Change of Name
I, Narayan Kundu (Old Name) S/o Late 
Kalipada Kundu Residing at Banikantha 
Road, Vill - Bira Ballav Para, District - 
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743234, West 
Bengal, India have Changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Narayan 
Chandra Kundu (New Name) as declared 
before the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st 
Class) at Barasat, vide affidavit no 3577 
Dated 26-08-2025. Narayan Kundu  
 (Old Name) and Narayan Chandra Kun-
du (New Name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Change of Name
I, Bharat Mallik (Old Name) S/o Satish 
Chandra Mallick Residing at Vill -  
Rajberia, P.o-Masunda, P.s-Amdanga, 
District-North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743711, 
West Bengal, India have Changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Bharat Mallick (New Name) as  
declared before the Ld. Judicial  
Magistrate (1st Class) at Barasat, vide  
affidavit  Dated 17-12-2022. Bharat Mallik  
(Old Name) and Bharat Mallick (New 
Name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Change of Name
I, Firdousi Begam (Old Name) W/o  
Monirul Malek Residing at 1A,  
Ibrahim Road, Kidderpore, District - 
Kolkata, Pin-700023, West Bengal, 
India have Changed my name and 
shall henceforth be Firdousi Begom 
(New Name) as declared before the 
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit 
Dated 02-09-2025. Firdousi Begam  
 (Old Name) and Firdousi Begom (New 
Name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Change of Name
I, Md Soharab Hussain (Old Name) S/o 
Rustam Sha Residing at Musalman Para, 
Domohani, P.o -  Domahani Bazar, P.s - 
Barabani, District - Paschim Bardhaman, 
Pin - 713334, West Bengal, India have 
Changed my name and shall henceforth 
be Known as Saharab Sah (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary Public 
Asansol vide affidavit no 12/2025 Dat-
ed 01-09-2025. Md Soharab Hussain  
 (Old Name) and Saharab Sah (New 
Name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Change of Name
I, Sunil Kumar Mondal (Old Name) S/o 
Uday Mandal Residing at 12/37/3, 2nd 
Street, Annamalai Nagar, Vtc+P.o - West 
Mambalam, District- Chennai, Pin - 
600033, Tamil Nadu India have Changed 
my name and shall henceforth be known 
as Sunil Mandal (New Name) as declared 
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide af-
fidavit  Dated 02-09-2025. Sunil Kumar 
Mondal (Old Name) and Sunil Mandal 
(New Name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Date of Birth Correction 
I, Shahzadi Banoo w/o Md  
Rabbani residing at 37/1, Taltala Lane,  
Kolkata- 700016, declare that my correct 
and actual date of birth is 01.01.1976 
which is recorded in my Aadhaar Card, 
Pan Card but in my Voter ID my date of 
birth mentioned inadvertently as 1970 
in place of 01.01.1976. By virtue of an 
affidavit sworn before the Ld. Judicial 
Magistrate 1st at Alipore on 22th day of 
August, 2025.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:     Railway has de-
cided to restore the run of 
13151/13152 Kolkata – Jam-
mu Tawi – Kolkata Express 
both journey commencing on 
& from 02.09.2025.

MI News Service, Kolkata:     
To clear the extra rush of pas-
sengers, Railway has decided  
to run  one way special from 
Kolkata to Jammu Tawi. This 
special train will offer additional 
capacity and flexibility to accom-
modate the extra rush of pas-
sengers. Additional 2,100 berths 
will be generated by running this 
one way special.

03151 Kolkata – Jammu Tawi 
one way Special will leave Kolk-
ata at 23:55 hrs. on 05.09.2025 
& 06.09.2025  to reach Jammu 
Tawi  at 14:00 hrs. on the 3rd  
day. The train will stop at 35 
stations including Naihati, Ban-
del, Barddhaman, Durgapur, 
Asansol, Chittaranjan, Madhu-
pur, and Jasidih stations over 
Eastern Railway jurisdictions 
enroute. The train will have 
General Second Class,  Sleeper 
Class & Air-conditioned Accom-
modations.

The date of booking of 03151 
Kolkata – Jammu Tawi one way 
Special  will be notified shortly

MI News Service, Kolkata:     
On account of suspension of 
Kavi Subhash station and due 
to operational constraints and 
maintenance related issues it 
will not be possible to operate 
the Special Experimental Night 
Metro Services at 22:40 hrs. 
from Dumdum and Shahid Khu-
diram stations in Blue Line w.e.f. 
03.09.2025 (Wednesday) till fur-
ther notice.

Inconvenience caused to the 
commuters  is deeply regretted. 
All commuters are requested to 
kindly co-operate with Metro 
Railway.

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar:     
East Coast Railway is extending 
the operation period of the fol-
lowing Special Trains to contin-
ue providing travel facilities and 
cater to the growing passenger 
demand, while maintaining their 
existing timings, stoppages, and 
composition:
    Train No. 08011/08012 Bhan-
jpur–Puri–Bhanjpur Special:
        Extended until 13th Septem-
ber 2025 from Bhanjpur
       Extended until 14th Septem-
ber 2025 from Puri
    Train No. 02839/02840 Shali-
mar–Puri–Shalimar Special:
        Extended until 14th Septem-
ber 2025 from Shalimar
        Extended until 15th Septem-
ber 2025 from Puri

Passengers are advised to 
take note of this extension and 
plan their travel accordingly.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  In connection 
with development work in 
Bandel –  Shaktigarh section 
over Howrah Division, Traf-
fic block has been planned 
for 06 days from 04.09.2025 
to 09.09.2025. Consequent-
ly following arrangements 
in train running have been 
made as under :-

Cancellation of trains on 
07.09.2025 & 08.09.2025:

From Barddhaman: 37812
From Bandel: 37781
Controlling of trains on 

04.09.2025  &  05.09.2025:
37812 Barddhaman – 

Howrah local will be con-
trolled for 65 minutes en-

route.
37786 Barddhaman – 

Bandel local will be con-
trolled for 35 minutes en-
route.

13186 Jaynagar – Sealdah 
Gangasagar Express will be 
controlled for 20 minutes 
enroute.

Controlling of trains on 
09.09.2025:

63501 Howrah – Barddha-
man local will be controlled 
for 20 minutes between 
Howrah & Bandel.

Moreover, 37783 Bandel – 
Barddhaman local (journey 
commencing on 07.09.2025 
& 08.09.2025) will be re-
scheduled by 10 minutes.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Eastern Rail-
way, Sealdah Division has 
decided to introduce Two 
new air-conditioned (AC) 
local train services on Seal-
dah- Bangaon -Ranaghat- 
and Sealdah-Krishnanagar 
routes starting from Septem-
ber 5, 2025.

These services are being 
launched to provide a premi-
um, comfortable and efficient 
travel experience for daily 
commuters and long-dis-
tance travelers on two of the 
busiest routes connecting 
Sealdah to suburban areas. 
The services will operate six 
days in a week, excluding 
Sundays.

The new Ranaghat – Ban-
gaon – Sealdah AC local will 
depart from Ranaghat at 
07:11 hrs, reach Bangaon 
at 07:52 hrs, and arrive at 
Sealdah at 09:37 hrs. The 
return service will depart 
from Sealdah at 18:14 hrs, 
reach Bangaon at 20:04 hrs, 
and terminate at Ranaghat at 
20:41 hrs.

Ranaghat – Bangaon – 
Sealdah AC local** will prove 
especially beneficial for air 
passengers. Travellers head-
ing to the airport and near-
by area can now de-board at 
Dum Dum Cantonment sta-
tion, which is located in close 
proximity to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Internation-
al Airport, thereby saving 
significant travel time and 
avoiding the need to go all 
the way to Sealdah.

Additionally, the new Seal-
dah – Krishnanagar AC EMU 
service will depart from Seal-
dah at 09:48 hrs and arrive 
at Krishnanagar at 12:07 
hrs. The return journey will 
depart from Krishnanagar at 
13:30 hrs, reaching Sealdah 
at 15:40 hrs.

Furthermore, the new 
Sealdah – Krishnanagar AC 
EMU service will be a great 
relief for devotees and tour-
ists traveling to Mayapur to 
visit the famous ISKCON tem-
ple. The air-conditioned jour-
ney will offer a much-needed 
comfortable travel option, 
particularly during the hot 
and humid months, making 
the pilgrimage a more pleas-
ant experience.

The introduction of these 
new services aims to enhance 
passenger convenience and 
reduce travel time, offering 
a premium travel experience 
on these busy routes.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
In view of the anticipated Puja  
rush, Railway will run special 
train between Howrah & Patna. 
Passengers can  avail this special 
service during the festive sea-
son.  Additionally,  this initiatives 
promote tourism and contribute 
to a sense of national unity and 
celebration during occasion like 
Puja, Diwali and Chhath.  

As a step forward towards 
fulfilment of the need of the 
passengers keeping in view the 
festive season, Railway has de-
cided to continue the service of  

02023/02024 Howrah  - Patna 
– Howrah special train as per 
its existing timings & stoppages. 
This service will not only fulfil 
the long cherished demand of the 
locals of adjoining areas but also 
will clear extra rush of passen-
gers in this highly popular route.

02024 Patna -  Howrah spe-
cial will leave Patna on every 
Sunday between 21.09.2025 & 
16.11.2025 (09 trips) and 02023 
Howrah – Patna special will leave 
Howrah on every Sunday be-
tween 21.09.2025 & 16.11.2025 
(09 trips).

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
As a part of the ongoing Swa-
chhta Abhiyan, Howrah Division 
of Eastern Railway undertook a 
special cleanliness drive on 2nd 
September, 2025. The initiative 
focused on ensuring that all plat-
forms were kept completely lit-
ter-free across several important 
stations.

During the drive, cleanliness 
measures were extensively car-
ried out at Azimganj, Bolpur, Ten-
ya, Bandel, Howrah, Sheoraphuli, 
Kamarkundu, Tarakeswar, and 
Barddhaman stations. The coor-
dinated effort involved intensive 
cleaning of platforms, removal of 
litter, and ensuring proper waste 
disposal in designated bins.

The initiative highlights the 
commitment of Howrah Division 
towards maintaining hygiene, 
providing a cleaner environment 
to passengers, and promoting 
awareness about the importance 
of cleanliness in public places. 
The division continues to under-
take such focused activities to 
align with the vision of a Swachh 
Rail, Swachh Bharat.

MI News Service, New Delhi :  
Punjab is reeling under its worst 
floods in nearly four decades, with 
more than 1,000 villages sub-
merged and over 2.5 lakh people 
rendered homeless overnight.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal 
on Tuesday issued an appeal, 
invoking Punjab's unparalleled 
sacrifices for the nation and 
urging all political parties, state 
governments, and especially 
the Central Government to rise 
above politics and extend whole-
hearted support to flood-hit Pun-
jab, stated a release.

The AAP Chief announced 
that every AAP MP and MLA 
will donate one month's salary 
to the Punjab CM Relief Fund.

Kejriwal stated that the Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, along with his minis-
ters, MLAs, and thousands of 
AAP workers, were working 
round-the-clock on the ground 
to deliver food, medicines, and 
rescue services, while ordinary 
Punjabis themselves were ex-
emplifying humanity by helping 

each other in this dark hour.
In a video message, Kejri-

wal said, "Punjab is not just 
a state of our country, it is a 
strong shield of Hindustan. 
History bears witness that 
whenever any foreign invader 
advanced towards our nation, 
Punjab bore the first blow on 
its chest. In all the attacks that 
India faced, Punjab absorbed 
the strikes on its own body and 
protected the rest of India. In 
every difficult time, Punjab al-
ways stood at the forefront."

Highlighting Punjab's contri-
bution from the freedom strug-
gle to guarding borders, AAP 
convenor noted, "This is the 
same Punjab that gave the high-
est number of sons in the sac-
rifice for India's independence 
and countless soldiers who sacri-
ficed their lives for the defence of 
our borders. During the freedom 
struggle, the maximum number 
of hangings were of Punjabis, 
and the maximum number of 
people sent to Kalapani were 
Punjabis. In every grain of this 
soil lies the spirit of sacrifice for 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
On Accounts Aggrega-
tor(AA) Foundation Day, 
we congratulate the AA 
Ecosystem for making fi-
nancial data sharing safe, 
simple, and consent-driv-
en. We see the AA Frame-
work promoting the use of 
data, analytics and tech-
nology for designing in-
surance products that are 
more affordable, accessi-
ble, and tailored to peo-
ple’s needs. In 2025, the 

use of AA increased in the 
insurance sector, particu-
larly for underwriting term 
insurance policies, and we 
encourage more insurance 
companies to experiment 
and innovate using the 
powerful DPI rails. This 
DPI is poised to play a key 
role in ensuring that every 
Indian family has adequate 
protection, and we achieve 
the country's objective 
of “Insurance for All by 
2047”.

Regulation of trains for  maintenance 
work over Howrah division

Two new AC Local Trains to Start in 
Sealdah- Bangaon- Ranaghat- and 
Sealdah-Krishnanagar Routes from  

05th September 2025

Special train between Howrah & Patna

Howrah Division Ensures Litter-Free 
Platforms under Swachhta Abhiyan

Kejriwal appeals states, central govt 
to extend support to flood-hit Punjab

Aggregator Foundation Day

Restoration of services of Kolkata 
– Jammu Tawi – Kolkata Express

Eastern Railway to run one way 
spl from Kolkata to Jammu Tawi

Suspension of spl experimental 
night Metro services

Continuation of Special Trains to 
Ensure Smooth Travel

the nation. Punjabis have always 
laid down their lives for Bharat 
Mata so that the rest of the coun-
try could remain safe," he said.



For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

05
Morning India

Kolkata, Wednesday
3 September 2025 Nation

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  To clear extra rush 
of the passengers during fes-
tive season, it has been de-
cided to run Special trains as 
per following schedule:      

06081/06082 Thiruvanan-
thapuram-Santragachi-Thi-
ruvananthapuram Special:

06081 Thiruvanantha-
puram-Santragachi Special 
will leave Thiruvananthapu-
ram on every Friday from 
05.09.2025 to 17.10.2025 
at 16:20 hrs and will reach 
Santragachi at 14:15 hrs, the 
third day. In the return direc-
tion, 06082 Santragachi-Thi-
ruvananthapuram Special 
will leave Santragachi on ev-
ery Monday from 08.09.2025 
to 20.10.2025 at 14:20 hrs 
and will arrive Thiruvanan-
thapuram at 09:55 hrs, the 
third day.

The Special train will have 
stoppages at Kharagpur and 
Baleshwar in SER jurisdic-
tion.

02841/02842 Shali-
mar-MGR Chennai-Shali-
mar Special:

02841 Shalimar-MGR 
Chennai Special will leave 
Shalimar on every Mon-

day from 22.09.2025 to 
24.11.2025 at 18:30 hrs 
and will reach MGR Chen-
nai at 23:30 hrs, the next 
day. In the return direction, 
02842 MGR Chennai-Shali-
mar Special will leave MGR 
Chennai on every Wednes-
day from 24.09.2025 to 
26.11.2025 at 04:30 hrs 
and will arrive Shalimar at 
11:20 hrs, the next day.

The Special train will 
have stoppages at Sant-
ragachi, Kharagpur and 
Baleshwar in SER jurisdic-
tion.

09619/09620 Ajmer-Ran-
chi-Ajmer Special:

09619 Ajmer-Ranchi Spe-
cial will leave Ajmer on ev-
ery Friday from 26.09.2025 
to 28.11.2025 at 23:05 hrs 
and will reach Ranchi at 
07:30 hrs, the third day. In 
the return direction, 09620 
Ranchi-Ajmer Special will 
leave Ranchi on every Sun-
day from 28.09.2025 to 
30.11.2025 at 09:15 hrs 
and will arrive Ajmer at 
18:35 hrs, the next day.

The Special train will 
stop at Lohardaga in SER 
jurisdiction.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Metro Railway, 
Kolkata carried 8.07 lakhs 
passengers across all cor-
ridors yesterday i.e. on 
01.09.2025. Out of these, 
around 5.84 lakh pas-
sengers travelled in Blue 
Line alone. In Blue Line 
the maximum passenger 
counts of more than 66,000 
was registered at Dum 
Dum. At Esplanade and 
Rabindra Sadan the pas-
senger counts were more 
than 57,000 and around 
41,000 respectively.

In Green Line, more 
than 2.04 lakh passengers 
travelled in between Salt 

Lake Sector V and How-
rah Maidan yesterday. In 
this corridor maximum 
passenger count of more 
than 49000 was registered 
at Sealdah Metro station. 
At Howrah Metro station, 
passenger count was more 
than 48700. At Howrah 
Maidan, this count was 
25500.

In Yellow, Orange and 
Purple lines, yesterday’s 
passenger counts were 
around 7000, 5500 and 
6700.

For the benefit of the 
passengers Metro Railway 
authorities are requesting 
all to use Mobile QR ticket-

ing option so that passen-
gers do not need to wait in 
long queues at stations and 
can save valuable time. 
Special campaigns with 
the help of Bharat Scouts 
& Guides of Eastern Rail-
way have been going on to 
make people aware about 
different digital ticketing 
options in Metro Railway, 
Kolkata. The cadets are 
requesting Metro commut-
ers to download ‘Aamar 
Kolkata Metro’ App from 
Google PlayStore and App 
Store.  They are also guid-
ing passengers how to use 
this user friendly App. Such 
campaigns have started to 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
To clear the expected rush of 
passengers during ensuing Puja, 
Diwali & Chhath, Eastern Rail-
way has decided to run Puja 
special trains between Bhagal-
pur & Delhi and Bhagalpur & 
Anand Vihar Terminal. These 
special trains will offer addi-
tional capacity and flexibility to 
accommodate the extra rush of 
passengers during the Puja fes-
tival period.  Additional 1,16,480 
berths will be generated by run-
ning these Puja festival specials.

04064 Delhi –Bhagalpur Puja 
special will leave Delhi at 11:00 
hrs.  on every Tuesday between 
23.09.2025 & 25.11.2025 (10 
trip) to reach Bhagalpur at 10:30 
hrs. on the next day and 04063 

Bhagalpur– Delhi Puja  special 
will leave Bhagalpur at 13:40 
hrs. on every Wednesday be-
tween 24.09.2025 & 26.11.2025 
(10 trip) to reach Delhi at 15:30 
hrs. on the next day. The train 
will stop at 21 stations includ-
ing Sultanganj, Jamalpur jn and 
Abhaipur stations over Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction in both the 
directions enroute. The train 
will have General Second Class 
and Sleeper Class accommoda-
tions.

04458 Anand Vihar Terminal 
– Bhagalpur Puja special will 
leave Anand Vihar Terminal at 
13:40 hrs.  on Daily basis be-
tween 20.09.2025 & 30.11.2025 
(72 trips)  to reach Bhagalpur  at 
14:30 hrs. on the next  day and 

04457 Bhagalpur – Anand Vihar 
Terminal Puja  special  will leave 
Bhagalpur at 18:00 hrs. on Dai-
ly basis between 21.09.2025 & 
01.12.2025 (72 trips)  to reach 
Anand Vihar Terminal at 22:00 
hrs.  on the next  day. The train 
will stop at 25 stations including 
Sultanganj, Bariarpur, Jamal-
pur Jn, Dharhara, Abhaipur, 
Kajra stations over Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction in both di-
rections enroute. The train will 
have General Second Class and 
Sleeper Class accommodations.

The booking of 04063 
Bhagalpur– Delhi Puja spe-
cial and 04457 Bhagalpur – 
Anand Vihar Terminal Puja 
special is available through 
PRS & internet.

MI News Service, Bengaluru:  
The Karnataka Government 
on Tuesday launched, for the 
first time, a special nutritional 
meal scheme for in-patients at 
government hospitals. Health 
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao in-
augurated the initiative at CV 
Raman Nagar Hospital, Benga-
luru, by distributing meals to 
patients. The scheme has been 
implemented by the Department 
of Health and Family Welfare in 
collaboration with ISKCON, a re-
lease said.

Unlike the earlier system of 
serving a uniform diet, this ini-
tiative introduces scientifically 
designed meals tailored to meet 
the specific nutritional needs of 
patients. The Health Minister 
stated that, alongside treatment, 
nutrition plays a vital role in 
the recovery process, and this 
scheme aims to address the var-

ied dietary requirements based 
on the patient's age and medical 
condition. The meal system has 
been comprehensively revised, 
with diets categorised according 
to medical needs.

In the first phase, the scheme 
will cover patients admitted to 
KC General Hospital, Jayanagar 
General Hospital, and CV Raman 
Nagar Hospital in Bengaluru. 
Approximately 250 patients in 
each hospital will receive meals 
daily through the collaboration 
with ISKCON. The Department 
of Health has sanctioned an ex-
penditure of Rs 1,37,45,700 for 
a nine-month period.

Under the scheme, patients 
will be provided with breakfast, 
two light snacks (morning and 
evening), lunch and dinner ev-
ery day. The diet plan has been 
divided into five categories, in-
cluding Pregnancy diet plan (for 

pregnant women), Postnatal diet 
plan (for new mothers), Paediat-
ric diet plan (for children) and 
Other patient-specific therapeu-
tic diets.

The scheme gives priority to 
vulnerable groups such as preg-
nant women, new mothers and 
children, who require special 
nutrients for immunity, growth 
and recovery. For instance, 
pregnant women will be pro-
vided food rich in iron and folic 
acid to support maternal health, 
while lactating mothers will re-
ceive meals that aid milk pro-
duction and strengthen health.

Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao 
said that, "in the coming days, 
the scheme will be expanded to 
all district hospitals across the 
state, ensuring that nutritious 
food becomes an integral part 
of patient care in Government 
hospitals."

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday said 
that the government would 
launch 75 service projects 
and welfare schemes as a 
tribute to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, while condemn-
ing derogatory remarks made 
against him and his late moth-
er.

"This year, from 17th Sep-
tember to 2nd October, on the 
birthday of PM Modi, the Delhi 
government will start 75 ser-
vice projects, public welfare 
schemes, inaugurations, foun-
dation stone laying, all those 
works which were pending in 
Delhi for years, will start all 
those works on the birthday 
of the Prime Minister," CM 
Gupta said.

She said opposition leaders 
had "shamed politics" by us-
ing abusive words against the 
Prime Minister's late mother, 
adding that new projects were 
a "befitting reply" to such in-
sults.

"We want to give a befitting 
reply to those people who are 
insulting such a Prime Minis-
ter who is working hard day 
and night for the country. I 
feel hurt by the statements 
of the opposition leaders 
when they comment on his 
late mother, abusing her. The 

way the two so-called princes 
have shamed the politics of the 
entire country, such abusive 
words were used against the 
mother of the Prime Minister," 
she said.

The BJP has been targeting 
the opposition over alleged 
abuses hurled at PM Modi, 
while the opposition has refut-
ed such claims, arguing that 
the ruling party at the centre 
is raising these issues to dis-
tract from more important 
ones.

Earlier in the day, PM Modi 
hit out at Rashtriya Janata Dal 
and Congress while referring 
to the derogatory remarks 
passed against him and his 
mother during an event of Vot-
er Adhikar Yatra in Bihar last 

week.
The Prime Minister said that 

the abusive remarks were not 
just an insult to his mother, but 
to all the mothers, sisters and 
daughters of the country.PM 
Modi stated that he had nev-
er imagined that such an act 
would take place on the tradi-
tion-rich land of Bihar. He also 
termed mothers as everyone's 
"self-respect" and "world".

"Mother is our world. Moth-
er is our self-respect. I had not 
even imagined what happened 
a few days ago in this tradi-
tion-rich Bihar. My mother 
was abused from the stage of 
RJD-Congress in Bihar... These 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Due to misalign-
ment of  bridges in Jammu 
Tawi Division over Northern 
Railway, following trains 
have been regulated:

•12331 Howrah – Jam-
mu Tawi Himgiri  Express 
(journey commencing on 
02.09.2025, 05.09.2025, 
06.09.2025, 09.09.2025, 
12.09.2025, 13.09.2025 and 
16.09.2025) will be short ter-
minated at Saharanpur.

•12332 Jammu Tawi – 
Howrah Himgiri  Express 
(journey commencing on 
01.09.2025, 04.09.2025, 
07.09.2025, 08.09.2025, 
11.09.2025, 14.09.2025, 
15.09.2025 and 18.09.2025) 
will be short originated from 
Saharanpur.

•15097 Bhagalpur - Jam-
mu Tawi Amarnath Express 
(journey commencing on 

04.09.2025, 11.09.2025, 
18.09.2025 and 25.09.2025) 
will be short terminated at 
Ambala Cantt.

•15098 Jammu Tawi - 
Bhagalpur Amarnath Ex-
press (journey commencing 
on 02.09.2025, 09.09.2025, 
16.09.2025, 23.09.2025 and 
30.09.2025) will be short 
originated from  Ambala 
Cantt.

•22317 Sealdah – Jam-
mu Tawi Humsafar Express 
(journey commencing on 
08.09.2025, 15.09.2025, 
22.09.2025 and 29.09.2025) 
will be short terminated at 
Ludhiana.

• 22318 Jammu Tawi - 
Sealdah Humsafar Express 
(journey commencing on 
03.09.2025, 10.09.2025, 
17.09.2025 and 24.09.2025) 
will be short originated from 
Ludhiana.

MI News Service,  
Chandigarh:  The Haryana 
Government has extended soli-
darity and financial support to 
flood-affected Punjab and Jam-
mu and Kashmir, releasing Rs 5 
crore each from the Chief Min-
ister's Relief Fund.

The assistance is aimed at 
providing immediate relief to af-
fected families and strengthen-
ing ongoing rescue and rehabil-
itation efforts in the two states.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini, in letters addressed to 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann and Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, conveyed that 
the Government of Haryana and 
the people of the state stand 

shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
citizens of the neighbouring 
states during this natural ca-
lamity.

He noted that "incessant 
rains and the resulting floods 
have caused severe hardships 
to the general public, and it was 
the duty of Haryana as a neigh-
bour and a friend to extend 
timely support".

The Chief Minister assured 
that Haryana is committed to 
providing all possible cooper-
ation to ensure that quick and 
adequate assistance reaches 
the affected population. He 
urged both states to immediate-
ly convey if there was any re-
quirement for additional relief 
material or other support.

Running of festival special trains Metro carried more than 8 lakh passengers on Sept 1, 2025

Eastern Railway to run puja special trains between 
Bhagalpur & Delhi and Bhagalpur & Anand Vihar Terminal

Karnataka govt launches special nutritional meal scheme at govt hospitals

Delhi CM announces 75 projects on PM Modi's birthday

Short termination/ short origination of trains

Haryana stands with flood victims

yield result as yesterday 
more than 31000 Mobile 
QR Tickets were booked. 
In Blue Line and Green 
Line 15586 and 15453 
QR tickets were booked 
yesterday.
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Study reveals type of childhood leukaemia
originates during foetal development
BARCELONA : Acute myeloid
leukaemia is the second most
prevalent type of acute leukaemia
in childhood, and it can be detect-
ed within a few months of life. The
disease's early beginning raised
the possibility that the cancer
originated before birth. However,
validating this notion has been dif-
ficult due to the scarcity of prena-
tal or newborn samples.

The opportunity to study the
origin of this leukaemia arose
from the case of a five-month-old
baby diagnosed with acute
myeloid leukaemia at the Hospital
Nino Jesus in Madrid,' explained
Pablo Menendez, ICREA professor
at the University of Barcelona and
the Josep Carreras Institute.

'The parents, who had pre-
served the umbilical cord blood,
opened a line of research that
until now had not been possible to
address,' added the researcher.

Using precision medicine tech-
niques, researchers analysed the
complete genome of the tumour.
Unlike tumours in adults, where
thousands of mutations are
detected, only two chromosomal
alterations were identified in this
leukaemia. 'Genome analysis
allowed us to design a person-
alised diagnostic method to moni-
tor the disease,' says Xose S.
Puente, Professor of Biochemistry
at the University of Barcelona.
Puente, Professor of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology at the
University of Oviedo. 'But these
data raise new questions, such as
when the tumour arose and in

what order these mutations have
appeared,' he highlights. These
questions are difficult to answer,
since such research requires
blood samples from the baby
before the diagnosis, something
that is impossible in the vast
majority of cases. However, in this
particular case, the existence of a
frozen umbilical cord sample
allowed researchers to separate
different populations of blood cells
at birth and to study whether any
of the chromosomal alterations

detected in the tumour were
already present during foetal
development.

The study revealed that a
translocation between chromo-
some 7 and 12 was already pres-
ent in some haematopoietic stem
cells in the umbilical cord. In con-
trast, the other chromosomal
alteration, a trisomy of chromo-
some 19, was not present in the
foetus, but was found in all
tumour cells, suggesting that it
contributes to increasing the

malignancy of the leukemic cells.
'These data are highly relevant for
understanding the development of
a devastating disease, and the
existence of this umbilical cord
sample was crucial to be able for
conducting a study that had been
impossible until now in acute
myeloid leukaemia', adds Talia
Velasco, researcher at the Josep
Carreras Institute and the
University of Barcelona and co-
leader of the study. In addition to
reconstructing the genomic alter-

ations that the cells undergo to
generate this leukaemia, the study
has also identified a molecular
mechanism that had not been
observed before in this type of
leukaemia and which causes the
activation of a gene, called MNX1,
which is frequently altered in this
type of tumour. Knowledge of
these alterations is essential for
developing cell and animal models
that allow us to understand the
disease's evolution and develop
new therapies for treating these
pathologies. The study has been
led by Xose S. Puente, Professor of
Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology at the University of
Oviedo-IUOPA, Talia Velasco and
Pablo Menendez, from the Josep
Carreras Institute and the
University of Barcelona, with par-
ticipation from researchers from
four other institutions, including
the Hospital Infantil Universitario
Nino Jesus, the Hospital
Universitario Central de Asturias,
the Instituto de Biomedicina y
Biotecnologia de Cantabria and
the Instituto de Investigacion
Sanitaria La Princesa de Madrid.

This research has been made
possible thanks to the collabora-
tion of the parents and funding
from the Ministry of Science,
Innovation and Universities, the
European Research Council, the
AECC Scientific Foundation, the
Foundation Unoentrecienmil, the
"La Caixa" Foundation, the
Government of Catalonia,
CIBERONC and the III Health
Institute. 

Researchers discover protein
that help prevent cancer treat-
ment-related heart damage
WASHINGTON : Blocking the pro-
tein CDK7 could prevent heart
damage caused by a routinely
used cancer chemotherapy treat-
ment, according to a study con-
ducted by scientists at Washington
State University. Importantly, the
researchers discovered that
blocking CDK7 could improve the
medication's cancer-killing effica-
cy.

Based on an animal model, the
study's findings potentially lay the
groundwork for future treatment
options to decrease chemothera-
py-related heart damage and
improve treatment efficacy. This
has the potential to help people
with cancer live longer lives.
Heart damage caused by
chemotherapy can manifest
decades later and lead to heart
attacks, heart failure, cardiomy-
opathy, and other types of heart
disease.

The findings of the study were
published in the journal
Cardiovascular Research, the
WSU study focused on doxoru-
bicin, a chemotherapy drug used
to treat breast cancer, lymphoma,
leukemia and other cancers.

Capable of killing a wide range
of cancer cells, doxorubicin and
other similar chemotherapy med-
ications are known to be toxic to
the heart. Despite this toxicity, the
drug still sees a lot of use.

"Doxorubicin remains the
mainstay treatment for certain
cancer types for which targeted
therapies or other better treat-
ments are not available," said
senior study author Zhaokang
Cheng, an associate professor in
the WSU College of Pharmacy and

Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Cheng has been working to

unravel the underlying mecha-
nisms of doxorubicin-induced
heart toxicity to make the use of
doxorubicin safer for patients who
rely on the drug. This new study
builds on findings from earlier
research that showed that dox-
orubicin activates a protein
known as CDK2. That protein
then activates another known as
FOXO1, which causes heart cells
to die. Cheng's team collaborated
with WSU cancer biology
researcher Boyang (Jason) Wu to
take a closer look at CDK7, a pro-
tein that helps fuel cell growth
and has been shown to play a role
in the development of cancer.

The researchers found that
CDK7 activated CDK2, which set
off the chain of molecular signals
that eventually led to heart cell
death. They also showed that
mice that lacked the CDK7 gene
were protected from doxorubicin-
induced heart toxicity. Next, they
used a CDK7 inhibitor drug
known as THZ1 to block the pro-
tein's activity and examine the
impact on heart health and can-
cer growth. A similar inhibitor is
currently being tested as an anti-
cancer drug in clinical trials, but
its effect on the heart is still not
clear."We are the first to study the
effect of THZ1 on the heart and
tumour growth in the same
model," said study first author
Jingrui Chen, a WSU research
associate. "And what we found is
that this CDK7 inhibitor drug can
increase heart function and at the
same time inhibit tumour
growth."

Study finds how new
type of cell therapy
help ARDS patients

LOS ANGELES : A novel form of
cell therapy may help patients
who are critically ill with acute
respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS) brought on by severe
COVID-19, according to a study.

Professor Justin Stebbing of
Anglia Ruskin University (ARU) is
a co-senior author of a recent
study that examines the applica-
tion of agenT-797, an allogeneic,
unmodified invariant natural
killer T (iNKT) cell treatment
developed by MiNK Therapeutics.

The work was published in the
journal Nature Communications.

The iNKT cell therapy has the
effect of rescuing depleted T cells
and inducing an anti-inflammato-
ry cytokine response, perhaps
activating antiviral immunity to
assist these patients fight infec-
tion while also reducing severe,
pathogenic inflammation of the
lung.

The new research was carried
out at three medical centres and
found that agenT-797, which is
also under investigation in cancer
trials, could be manufactured
rapidly, had a tolerable safety
profile and appeared to have a
positive effect on mortality among
critically unwell COVID-19 ARDS
patients receiving intensive care.

The exploratory trial included
20 mechanically ventilated
patients with severe ARDS sec-
ondary to Covid-19. Of the 20
patients in the trial, 14 survived
(70 per cent) at 30 days (com-
pared to a control group of 10 per
cent), and there was an 80 per
cent lower occurrence of bacterial
pneumonia amongst those who
received the highest dosage of
agenT-797, compared to those
who received fewer cells.

Twenty-one patients were
treated overall (the main trial,
plus one under compassionate
use), which included five who
were also receiving veno-venous
extracorporeal membrane oxy-
genation (VV-ECMO), known as
'the most aggressive salvage ther-
apy' for critically ill patients with
ARDS. In VV-ECMO, deoxygenat-

ed blood is pumped through a
membrane lung and returned to
the body via a cannula.

This trial is believed to be the
first immune cell therapy of any
type to be used in critically unwell
patients undergoing VV-ECMO.
Survival of the VV-ECMO cohort
was 80 per cent after 30 and 90
days, and 60 per cent after 120
days. This compares favourably to
the overall survival of 51 per cent
for patients with Covid-19 who
were treated with just VV-ECMO
at the same institution, during the
same timeframe.

Joint senior author Justin
Stebbing, Professor of Biomedical
Sciences at Anglia Ruskin
University (ARU) in Cambridge,
England, said, "During this small,
exploratory study we observed
that MiNK's iNKT cell treatment,
which is also being advanced for
people with cancer, triggered an
anti-inflammatory response in
ARDS patients.

"Despite a poor prognosis, crit-
ically ill patients treated with this
therapy showed favourable mor-
tality rates and those treated at
the highest dose also had reduced
rates of pneumonia, underscoring
the potential application of iNKT
cells, and agenT-797 in particular,
in treating viral diseases and
infections more broadly.

"AgenT-797 was manufac-
tured rapidly and as opposed to
using patients' cells, it is 'off-the-
shelf' and made from healthy
donors' cells. The potential of this
therapy to be used across a num-
ber of severe infections warrants
randomised controlled trials."

Dr Marc van Dijk, Chief
Scientific Officer at MiNK and co-
author of the study said, "These
published findings reinforce the
unique power and potential of
iNKT cells to mitigate severe
acute respiratory distress.

"The data demonstrate agenT-
797's encouraging survival bene-
fit, ability to help clear secondary
infections, and tolerable adminis-
tration in ventilated patients and
those on VV-ECMO support."

Zydus launches 
VaxiFlu India's first
trivalent influenza vac-
cine for flu protection
KOLKATA:  ZydusLifesciences Ltd., a global
innovation led healthcare company, today
announced the launch of its trivalent influen-
za (Flu) vaccine VaxiFluTMintroduced for the
first time in India, aligning with the global
recommendations of WHO. Flu remains a sig-
nificant global health concern of seasonal
influenza annually, causing 3-5 million cases
of severe illness with 290,000 to 650,000 res-
piratory deaths annually2. The disease dis-
proportionately affects vulnerable populations
such as infants, the elderly, and individuals
with chronic conditions2. 

Seasonal influenza viruses evolve rapidly,
necessitating annual updates to vaccine com-
positions, guided by global surveillance sys-
tems like WHO's GISRS. Despite efforts by
organizations like WHO and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
strengthen surveillance and vaccine access,
coverage remains uneven.Improving pre-
paredness and equitable vaccine distribution
is key to mitigating the global burden of
influenza3.

Speaking on the transition to the trivalent
vaccine, Dr.ParvaizKoul, - FRCP (Pulmonary
Medicine) (Royal College of Physicians,
London), FERS (Fellow of European
Respiratory Society) "Influenza vaccination
remains the most effective preventive meas-
ure against seasonal influenza and its com-
plications. Globally, the influenza vaccine is
available as quadrivalent and trivalent for-
mulations. Given the global pattern of
influenza virus circulation since March 2020,
with no circulation of influenza B Yamagata
virus, the global regulatory bodies like WHO,
CDC, etc, have clearly recommended that
B/Yamagata should no longer be a compo-
nent of the vaccine formulation.  Nearly 40
countries, including the US, have already
adopted the trivalent vaccine. Under such
circumstances, the trivalent influenza vaccine
is the most scientific formulation for use.
Pertinent to add that influenza B/Yamagata
has not been reported from India either and
as such trivalent formulation is clearly the
way forward. There is no point vaccinating
against a virus which is no longer in circula-
tion for the past 5 years."

Speaking on the need to step up preven-
tive health, Dr. Sharvil Patel, Managing
Director, ZydusLifesciences Limited, said,
"Vaccines are essential for wellbeing and
good health in times where we are battling
several infectious and communicable dis-
eases. We believe in aligning with global
guidelines and enabling timely access to vac-
cines, as they are a critical part of the pre-
ventive healthcare. We believe that this will
significantly reduce vaccine preventable dis-
eases and related complications in high-risk
groups." 

A board-certified interventional cardi-
ologist and medical director of the
Structural Heart Program at
MemorialCare Saddleback Medical
Center in Laguna Hills, CA, who was
not involved in this study, spoke with
Medical about its findings.

Reflecting on why there would be an
association of an increased risk in
women who consume nonfermented
milk developing heart disease or heart
attacks compared to men, Chen said it
remains unclear.

“It is possible that sex-specific dif-
ferences in the metabolism of milk
components such as lactose result in
differences in degradation products,
which can potentially cause differences
in oxidative stress and inflammation,”
he suggested. “This could then lead to
increased risk of developing heart dis-
ease.”

Chen also discussed how fermented
milk could potentially offer heart-pro-
tective benefits.

“Fermented milk products such as
yogurt are rich in bacteria ([for exam-
ple,] Lactobacillus) that influence the
composition of our gut microbiome,” he
explained. The beneficial effects of
yogurt are likely related to its benefit to
the microbiome.”

Chen further noted that while more
research is needed about the microbio-
me and heart health, “many studies
have found that different compositions

of the microbiome can help with
decreasing the risk of high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, and even heart dis-
ease.”

a cardiologist at UTHealth Houston,
also spoke with MNT about the study.

Higgins, who was not involved in
this research, did not find the study
results on nonfermented milk surpris-
ing. He told us that:

“Given that there are effects of
increased inflammation, especially in
women, that is not surprising. Men
appear to be [better able] to break
down some inflammatory products in
the non-fermented milk.”

He also spoke on how fermented
milk could offer more cardiovascular

benefits, nothing that “fermented milk
is loaded with vitamin B12, D,
riboflavin (B2), calcium, magnesium,
and protein, which has been associated
with reduced inflammation.”

“Also, it promotes an improved
microbiome (gut health), improved
immunity, reduced stress, and helps
maintain blood sugar levels,” he added.

While the study authors say more
research is necessary, the study does
lend to the possibility of dietary guide-
lines one day being changed to include
fermented milk.

“Fermented milk products appear to
be safe for both men and women, so
they probably should be preferred in
future guidelines,” Higgins said.

Why might nonfermented milk
increase heart disease risk in women?

Researchers reveal new ways
to identify bacteria more easily

Antibiotics are used far too
frequently all over the world.
Bacteria are getting resistant
as a result. Curing bacterial
infections is becoming increas-
ingly challenging because
antibiotics are one of our most
powerful tools in the fight
against them.

The good news is that find-
ing better ways for identifying
infections is a crucial step
towards requiring fewer
antibiotics.

"We have developed a sim-
ple tool that can identify all of
the genetic material in bacte-
ria. This allows us to find out
more quickly what kind of bac-
teria a sick person or animal is
affected by, or what kind of
bacteria are found in food or
the environment. We can then
also decide whether it is nec-
essary to use antibiotics
against the bacterium, and if
so what kind, so we don't have
to use as much medication,"
says Professor Erika Eiser at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology's
(NTNU)Department of Physics.

An international research
group is behind the latest find-
ings. The results have been
presented in the prestigious

Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
journal. Playing a key role in
the work was Dr Peicheng Xu
from the Institute of Physics
Chinese Academy of Sciences

in Beijing, for whom Eiser was
previously an academic super-
visor. One reason why the new
method is faster is that users
do not have to go through a
step called 'gene amplifica-
tion'. This involves making
several copies of the genetic
material so it is easier to
analyse, but this step can now
be skipped. "We can analyse
all of the bacterium's DNA
without gene amplification by
using a method previously

used in simulations," says
Professor Eiser. Eiser was part
of a research group led by Tine
Curk from Johns Hopkins
University that developed the
theory behind the method,

which also works in reality.
"We get excellent results

when we apply the theoretical
method to real samples," said
Professor Eiser. This para-
graph might be a bit difficult to
understand, but basically, DNA
is made up of rows of so-called
nucleotides. The new method
enables researchers to find
short sequences of the bacte-
ria's DNA. They do this by see-
ing how these sequences bind
to different variants of DNA

that are grafted onto colloids,
which are particles dissolved
in a liquid. If you are interest-
ed in finding out more, you can
read about the process in
more detail here. What it
means, however, is that
researchers can quickly identi-
fy the bacteria, because they
bind themselves to these col-
loids in various ways and
cause them to clump together.

The bottom line is: you
don't have to analyse so much
material. You can skip the step
of having to copy them, and
this saves time and money.

"Using this method, we saw
how as few as five E. coli bac-
teria caused the colloids to
create clusters," said
Professor Eiser. All of this is
currently in its early stages.
Eiser has published a proof-of-
principle experiment. This
means that there is still a lot of
work to be done before it
becomes a widely used
method.

"The findings can provide
us with a reliable method for
identifying pathogens in disci-
plines such as food safety, dis-
ease control and environmen-
tal monitoring," said Professor
Eiser.
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India likely to play Asia
Cup without team sponsor
NEW DELHI : Team India is
likely to play the upcoming Asia
Cup without a lead sponsor on
their shirts following Dream
11's withdrawal from its deal
with the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) last
month, reported ESPNCricinfo.

On Tuesday, the BCCI kick-
started the process of gaining a
new sponsor as they released
an invitation for expression of
interest for the lead sponsor-
ship rights for the national
team. The last date for parties
to purchase this invitation of
interest is September 12, and
the bid submission deadline is
September 16. The Asia Cup
will kick off on September 9 and
conclude on September 28.

Following the Indian govern-
ment's passage of the
Promotion and Regulation of
Online Gaming Bill last month,
which prohibits real-money
gaming, Team India needed a
new sponsor, as the aforemen-
tioned form of gaming was
Dream 11's main business.
Following this development,
Dream11 communicated to the
BCCI that it would have to pull
out of the deal, which had an
exit clause in place to account
for such government regula-
tions. Dream11's contract was
until 2026 and was worth 44
million USD (Rs 358 crore
approximately), as per

ESPNCricinfo.
Before this, OPPO, a mobile

phone company, had withdrawn
from the contract three years
before it was scheduled to end,
back in 2019. The education
technology company Byju's

filled the space before Dream
11's successful bid for a three-
year bid in 2023. In its invita-
tion for expression of interest
for team sponsor, BCCI also
specified that brands related to
alcohol, betting or gambling

services, cryptocurrency, online
money gaming, tobacco brands,
or any product or service likely
to "offend public morals, such
as, including but not limited to,
pornography" were ineligible to
submit a bid. India will kick off

their campaign against the UAE
on September 10, while the
high-voltage game against
Pakistan is scheduled for
September 14, with both fix-
tures set to be played in Dubai.
India will play their final group
stage fixture against Oman on
September 19 in Abu Dhabi.

After the group stage, the
tournament will proceed to the
Super 4, where the top two
teams from each group will
qualify. If India finishes at the
top of Group A, then all of their
Super 4 matches will be held in
Dubai. If India finishes second,
then one of their Super 4 clash-
es will be held in Abu Dhabi,
and the remaining two will be
held in Dubai. The Super 4
stage will run from September
20 to 26. Dubai will host the
final, which is scheduled for
September 28.

Team India squad for Asia
Cup: Surya Kumar Yadav (C),
Shubman Gill (VC), Abhishek
Sharma, Tilak Varma, Hardik
Pandya, Shivam Dube, Axar
Patel, Jitesh Sharma (WK),
Jasprit Bumrah, Arshdeep
Singh, Varun Chakaravarthy,
Kuldeep Yadav, Sanju Samson
(WK), Harshit Rana, Rinku
Singh

Reserve players: Prasidh
Krishna, Washington Sundar,
Riyan Parag, Dhruv Jurel,
Yashasvi Jaiswal. 

Suryakumar Yadav back in nets,
gears up for Asia Cup return

NEW DELHI : India's T20I skip-
per Suryakumar Yadav is back in
action and looked in fine touch
during a recent net session,
where he was seen effortlessly
smashing bowlers. From delicate
sweeps to powerful lofted shots,
the 34-year-old showcased his
trademark range of strokes, sig-
nalling his readiness ahead of his
much-awaited comeback.

Suryakumar posted on his offi-
cial Instagram handle:

Since taking over as India's
T20I leadership, Suryakumar has
accumulated 258 runs in 15
matches. Compared to his runs in
recent T20Is, his Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 performance
was nothing short of exceptional.
Representing the Mumbai
Indians, he finished as the sec-
ond-highest run-scorer of the
season, smashing 717 runs in 16

matches (16 innings) at a stagger-
ing average of 65.18 and an
explosive strike rate of over 167.
He scored five half-centuries,
with a best score of 73 not out.

After the conclusion of the
18th season of the IPL in June this
year, a couple of weeks later,
Suryakumar confirmed that he
had undergone successful sports
hernia surgery in Munich,
Germany. After returning to
India, he continued his rehab at
the CoE.

He is set to make his return to
competitive cricket in the Asia
Cup 2025, scheduled to begin on
September 9. India will kick off
their campaign the following day
against the UAE.

India will be banking on
Suryakumar's fearless approach
as they aim to begin their Asia
Cup campaign on a strong note.

"I just said, you're in great
shape": Prasidh Krishna reflects
on Oval exchange with Joe Root

NEW DELHI : During the final
Test at The Oval, where India
squared the series 2-2, there was
a brief moment of tension
between Prasidh Krishna and
English batter Joe Root as both
had an altercation, as per
ESPNcricinfo.

"I don't know why Rooty (Joe
Root) reacted," he said at the end
of the day's play.

"I just told him, 'you're looking
in great shape,' and somehow it
turned into a lot of abuse and all
that," Krishna further said as
quoted from ESPNcricinfo.

Thankfully, there was no lin-
gering animosity. After India's
series-leveling victory, Prasidh got
a chance to speak to Root again,
and this time, the conversation
was far more relaxed.

"I did go and speak to most of
them - including Root," he said.

Krishna added, "I asked him
what happened. He said, 'I
thought you abused me'. I said,
'No', and he replied, 'I actually
just wanted to get myself going as
well, so I had to pump myself up'."

"That's what I love about the
sport - that's the way I've always
played it. To see everybody, and
especially a legend like him, put-
ting it all out there and fighting for
the team, even today, that's some-
thing for everyone to learn from.
You're out there to fight, to win
battles. Sometimes it takes a lot
more than just skill; it takes a lot
of mental grit to be part of that
journey," he said, as quoted from
ESPNcricinfo.

Prasidh believed that all the
matches of the Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy 2025 were like
an episode of a TV series, full of
drama, excitement, intrigue,
comebacks, heartbreaks, elation.

"I don't think any of us expect-
ed the series to go that way," he
said of each Test match going into
the final day.

"It kept swinging back and
forth and, in hindsight, 2-2, we're
really happy with how we played
the whole series," he noted.

Zimbabwe include Sean Williams
for T20I series against Sri Lanka

HARARE : Sean Williams has
been named in the T20I squad
after last featuring in the T20I for-
mat in May 2024 against
Bangladesh, as per the official
website of the ICC.

Zimbabwe has announced a
16-member squad for the upcom-
ing three-match T20I series
against Sri Lanka, beginning on
September 3. The team has
received a major boost with the

return of experienced all-rounder
Williams.

Williams captained in the ODI
series against Sri Lanka, after
Craig Ervine was ruled out due to
injury.

Along with Williams,
Zimbabwe will also have the serv-
ices of Brendon Taylor, who made
his international comeback after
nearly four years during the ODI
series against Sri Lanka.

Newman Nyamhuri, Wessly
Madhevere, Vincent Masekesa,
and Tafadzwa Tsiga are the
notable omissions from the squad
that featured in last month's tri-
series against New Zealand and
South Africa, while Brad Evans
and Tadiwanashe Marumani are
the remaining additions to the
squad.

The series will act as vital
preparation for Zimbabwe ahead
of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup
Africa Qualifier, which begins
later this month in Harare.

Zimbabwe squad: Sikandar
Raza (c), Brian Bennett, Ryan
Burl, Brad Evans, Trevor
Gwandu, Clive Madande,
Tinotenda Maposa, Tadiwanashe
Marumani, Wellington
Masakadza, Tony Munyonga,
Tashinga Musekiwa, Blessing
Muzarabani, Dion Myers, Richard
Ngarava, Brendan Taylor, Sean
Williams. 

Yuki Bhambri,
Michael Venus cruise
into US Open 2025
pre-quarterfinals
NEW YORK : India's Yuki Bhambri, along with his New Zealand part-
ner Michael Venus, stormed into the men's doubles pre-quarterfinals
at the US Open 2025 in New York on Monday, as per Olympics.com.

The 14th-seeded pair registered a commanding 6-1, 7-5 win over
the unseeded duo of Colombia's Gonzalo Escobar and Mexico's
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela in one hour and 25 minutes at the USTA
Billie Jean King National Tennis Centre.

Bhambri, India's highest-ranked men's doubles player at world
No. 32, and Venus made a flying start, breaking their opponents
twice to take an early 3-0 lead before comfortably sealing the first set
6-1.

Escobar and Reyes-Varela offered stronger resistance in the sec-
ond set, but Bhambri and Venus held their nerve to clinch it 7-5,
securing their place in last 16. They will next face the fourth-seeded
German duo of Tim Puetz and Kevin Krawietz.

Earlier, in their opener, Bhambri and Venus had eased past the
American pair of Marcos Giron and Learner Tien with a 6-0, 6-3 vic-
tory. In 2024, Bhambri partnered French player Albano Olivetti but
lost to Spain's Marcel Granollers and Argentina's Horacio Zeballos in
straight sets in pre-quarterfinals.

Bhambri is yet to go beyond the pre-quarterfinal stage in a Grand
Slam. On Sunday, the Indian duo of Anirudh Chandrasekar and Vijay
Sundar Prashanth exited the tournament after a 6-4, 6-3 loss to
Brazil's Fernando Romboli and Australia's John-Patrick Smith.
However, they had caused an early upset by defeating the eighth-
seeded Americans Evan King and Christian Harrison in the first
round. Indian veteran Rohan Bopanna and his partner Romain
Arneodo of Monaco suffered a first-round exit on Saturday, while
Arjun Kadhe and Ecuador's Diego Hidalgo also bowed out in first-
round. 

"Serena, you need
to show up": Venus
Williams calls on
sister's support as
she reaches US
Open doubles
quarter-finals
NEW YORK : Veteran American
tennis star Venus Williams has
rolled back the years at the US
Open 2025, storming into the
women's doubles quarter-finals
alongside Canada's Leylah
Fernandez but amidst the cele-
brations, the 45-year-old had a
special message for her sister and
fellow legend Serena Williams, as
per the official website of
Olympics.com.

"Serena, you need to show
up," Venus said, as quoted from
the official website of
Olympics.com.

Venus has shown remarkable
grit and passion. Teaming up with
Fernandez, the 2021 US Open
finalist.

While Serena, a four-time
Olympic gold medallist has admit-
ted to feeling envious of not being
able to pair up with her sister.
Though she isn't competing,
Serena now faces the pressure to
be there and cheer Venus on from
the stands.

"I think she had a very funny
TikTok, but really she's so happy
for Leylah and I, and she's given
us advice," said Venus.

She added, "We just need her
in the box. So, my message is,
'Serena, you need to show up.

Manu Bhaker expresses excitement for Shooting
League of India, speaks on her preferred partners
NEW DELHI : India's double
Olympic medalist Manu Bhaker
expressed her excitement to par-
ticipate in the upcoming Shooting
League of India (SLI) this year,
speaking on how she always
hoped for a league concept to
come into existence for shooting,
like it existed for other sports. She
also spoke on the use of technolo-
gy, which will make the competi-
tion more interesting.

Manu was speaking in a video
posted on the official YouTube
handle of SLI. It is the first fran-
chise-based professional shooting
competition in India, was sanc-
tioned by the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) earlier
this year and has already received
support from the International
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF).
The first edition of the Shooting
League of India has been allocated
a window by ISSF between
November 20, 2025 and
December 2, 2025. The tourna-
ment will take place at Karni
Singh Shooting Range in New
Delhi. Speaking in the video,
Manu said, "I will be able to take
part in a shooting league soon.
Honestly, I was very thrilled
because I always thought that why
we did not have a shooting league.
I mean, in so many other sports,
like cricket for example, everyone
knows. And various other sports
also have leagues. So, I was hop-

ing that someday, maybe even
soon in my career, I could partici-
pate in a shooting league too."

"Now that the time is not too
far off, I am really excited about it.
I know it is definitely going to be
fun. We will have a lot of statics.
For example, we will have heart
rate monitors and all that dis-
played for others to see. We will
also have SCATT shooting (a tool
used in shooting), so people can
see how much movement we
have, because the amount of
movement we shooters produce
under pressure is insane.
Watching how we shoot during
those pressure times will be super
interesting," she added.Speaking

about who she would like to team
with in the competition, Manu
pointed out, "From India, it would
be Suruchi Singh from women's
category and Saurabh Chaudhary
(the 2020 Tokyo Olympian and
Asian Games gold medalist).
Internationally, it would be
Korean shooters."

Manu said that the league
would be much more than people
watching shooters playing their
sport, it would be "them being
able to understand the pressure
players are under, how their bod-
ies react, how their pistols and
hands shiver while shooting as
they aim to do their best."

"So it would be really nice to be

able to shoot in front of them. I
think Indian shooters have a con-
siderable advantage when it
comes to shooting, and we Indians
can do really, really well. Even on
the world stage, in global compe-
titions, we've been doing great.
But I am sure we can do even bet-
ter. Because sports like archery,
shooting, chess, and similar ones,
we have huge potential in them. It
is time to unlock that potential. So
just come cheer for us, and I hope
you all enjoy it as much as we
will," she concluded. The first edi-
tion of the tournament will include
mixed team events across pistol
(10m, 25m), rifle (10m, 50m 3p),
and shotgun (Trap & Skeet).


