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Mamata Banerjee is poorest among 31 CMs in India

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, known for her
absolute honesty, continues to
be the poorest among all 31
CMs in the country with assets
worth a little over only Rs 15
lakh.

According to the latest re-
port published by the Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms
(ADR), prepared after state as-
sembly polls and bye-elections
held post Dec 2024 that from
all available official data sub-

India’s deep
space exploration
is next, PIM Modi

told scientists
filed by the Chief ministers be-
fore the last assembly polls
they contested.

According to the affidavits,
Andhra Pradesh Chief minister
N Chandrababu Naidu, contin-
ues to top the list with assets
worth more than Rs 931 crore,
followed by Pema Khandu of
Arunachal Pradesh (Rs 332
crore). They are the only two
billionaires on the list.

The report says the total
assets of the 31 Chief ministers
are worth a whopping Rs

assembly seat, held on Sept 30,
2021. In the income tax re-
turns filed by her in 2020-21,
her assets were worth only Rs
15.4 lakh. During the 2016 as-
sembly polls, her assets were
worth Rs 30.4 lakh. She men-
tioned in the affidavit that
"cash in hand" with her was
Rs 69,255, while she had a
bank balance of Rs 13.5 lakh,
which included Rs 1.5 lakh in
her election expenditure ac-
count. The affidavit also
showed that her Tax Deducted

dinator of (West Bengal) ADR
and West Bengal Election
Watch said “ when the affi-
davits are filed with the Elec-
tion Commission, they send
them to the Income Tax de-
partment, We are not sure if
there is any scrutiny of the af-
fidavits filed by the MPs and
MLAs of the country. However,
these are the documents filed
with the affidavits and we have
to trust that.”

She added that “we have
seen that money plays a vital

MI News Service, New
Delhi : Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has
asked space scientists
in India to prepare for a
deep space exploration
mission to unravel the
secrets that brighten the
future of humanity.

In a video address
on the National Space
Day here on Saturday,
PM Modi announced
that India was prepar-
ing to set up a pool of
astronauts for future
missions and urged the
youth to be part of this
group.

"We have reached
the moon and Mars.
Now, we have to peek
into deep space, where
several secrets that
would benefit the future
of humanity lie hidden,
"PM Modi said.

Achieving one mile-
stone after another in
the space sector has
now become a natural
trait of India and its sci-
entists, the Prime minis-
ter said.

"Beyond galaxies
lies our horizons, The
endless universe tells us
that no frontier is the
final frontier and in the
space sector too, at the
policy level, there
should be no final fron-
tier," the Prime minister
Modi told a gathering of
space scientists, stu-
dents, and policymakers
from across the country.

He said India was
making advances in
breakthrough technolo-
gies such as electric
propulsion and semi-
cryogenic engines.

"Soon, thanks to
the hard work of you,
scientists, India will
launch the Gaganyaan
mission and will also
build its own space sta-
tion," he said.

The Prime minis-
ter also asked the pri-
vate players whether
five startups can be-
come unicorns in the
next five years.

"I would like the
private sector to come
forward ... can we reach
a point where we can
launch 50 rockets every
year?" he asked space
scientists and engineers.

PM Modi said his
government possesses
both the intent and the
willpower to implement
the next-generation re-
forms required to
achieve this vision.

He said India viewed
space technology not
only as a tool for scien-
tific exploration but also
as a means to enhance
ease of living.

"Space-tech is in-
creasingly becoming an
integral part of gover-
nance in India," he said,
and cited satellite-based
assessment in crop in-
surance schemes, satel-
lite-enabled information
and safety for fisher-
men, disaster manage-
ment applications, and
the use of geospatial
data in the PM Gati
Shakti National Master
Plan. PM Modi said
three days ago he
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mitted to the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) and the
Income Tax department, it has
been established that Mamata
Banerjee is the poorest CM in
the Country by all means. .
The list draws from data
mentioned in the affidavits

1,630 crore. The report by
ADR, which works in the area
of electoral and political re-
forms, states that while Ma-
mata Banerjee has declared
assets of Rs 15 lakh, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief minister
Omar Abdullah has assets

worth Rs 55 lakh. Kerala CM
Pinarayi Vijayan is third from
the bottom of the last with as-
sets worth a little more than

Rs 1 crore.

Mamata Banerjee's affi-
davit was filed before the by-
election for the Bhowanipore

at Source (TDS) receivable was
Rs 1.8 lakh for 2019-20. She
also has jewellery of only 9
grams valued at Rs 43,837.Ac-
cording to the affidavit she did
not have any landed property
or residential house in her
name. Ujjaini Halim, the coor-

role in the elections in India.
Election expenditures are on
the rise and it is getting in-
creasingly difficult for a candi-
date like Mamata Banerjee
with a humble background to
contest polls with such a mea-
gre amount”.

Jubilant NorthEast United FC players celebrate with the trophy after thrashing Diamond Harbour FC 6-1, in a one-sided
final of the 134th Indian Oil Durand Cup football tournament at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata on Saturday.

TMC refuses to nominate any member
to JPC on hills to sack PM, CMs

MI News Service, Kolkata ; The Tri-
namool Congress has refused to
nominate a member to the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee (JPC) formed
to look into the bills to sack a prime
minister, chief ministers, and other

ministers.

In a statement here on Saturday
, the party, led by West Bengal Chief
minister Mamata Banerjee, termed
the JPC as nothing but a 'farce’.

TMC will not nominate any mem-
ber to the joint parliamentary com-
mittee formed to scrutinise the bills

afternoon.

to sack a prime minister, chief min-
isters, and ministers if they are de-
tained or arrested for 30 consecutive
days, the party said in statement this
"We oppose the 130th
Constitution Amendment Bill at the
stage of introduction, and in our view
the JPC is a farce. Therefore, we are
not nominating anyone from AITC,"
the party statement said..

Incidentally, amid huge protests
from the Opposition, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah moved three bills
in Lok Sabha on Wednesday

As soon as the bill was tabled, the
Opposition members began protests
and trooped into the well, raising slo-
gans, as some of them even tore
copies of the Bills. Opposition MPs,
including AIMIM's Asaduddin Owaisi
and Congress' Manish Tewari and K
C Vengopal, spoke against the intro-
duction of the Bills, terming the pro-
posed law against the Constitution
and federalism. Shah, however, re-
jected criticism that the Bills
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Former Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe arrested

MI News Service, Chennai
/Colombo : Former President
of Sri Lanka Ranil Wick-
remesinghe was arrested on
Friday for allegedly misusing
the state funds for his for-
eign trip, police said. Wick-
remesinghe, 76, has been
accused of using public

funds to travel to England to
attend a convocation cere-
mony of his wife Maithree in
September 2023, police said.
The police had previously
questioned his staff about
the travel expenses. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, has been
arrested for alleged misuse

of government funds, official
sources said adding he was
taken into custody by the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) "We are
producing him before the
Colombo Fort magistrate,"
the official sources said
adding that they were

pressing charges for using
state resources for personal
purposes. Wickremesinghe
had stopped in London in
2023 on his way back from
Havana, where he attended
a G77 summit. In the

um Continued on Page 3

14,000 new

MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal is likely to get
nearly 14,000 additional

polling booths

polling booths ahead of the
2026 assembly elections,
with the Election Commis-

likely in Bengal soon: EC

sion calling an all-party
meeting on August 29 to
discuss the proposed reor-
ganisation of polling sta-
tions, officials said on
Saturday.

West Bengal currently
has a little over 78,000
booths, spread across 294
assembly constituencies.

According to officials in
the office of the state's
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), polling stations with
more than 1,200 electors

will be bifurcated to ease
voting. The West Bengal
chief electoral officer
(CEO) has decided to in-
crease the number of
booths in the state by
nearly 14,000. While the
CEO’s office has prepared
a draft list of the new
booths, a final decision will
be taken after an all-party
meeting on August 29, of-
ficials said. “This is

mm Continued on Page 3

Heavy rain cripples
life in Chamoli after
landslides, 2 went
missing

MI News Service,
Chamoli (Uttarakhand):
Weeks after the massive
cloudburst that wreaked
havoc in the picturesque
Dharali village in Ut-
tarkashi district killing
five people and sent at
least 65 others with large
number of domestic ani-
mals missing, continuous
heavy rain overnight in
Tharali town of Chamoli
district caused a flash
flood like situation, de-
positing huge piles of de-
bris in the area including
at several houses and
markets. Informing this
official sources said on
Saturday that as a result
Tunri Gadhera, a dry
canal that channels ex-
cess rainwater, has now
filled with rocks and de-
bris before joining the
mighty Pindar River. They
said two people went
missing in the nearby Sag-
wara and Chepdon mar-
ket areas following heavy
rain. Kavita, a 20-year-old
woman, was reported
missing from Sagwara,
and another person went
missing in Chepdon, the
official said. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has
expressed deep grief over
the situation and destruc-
tion at

mm Continued on Page 3

India has certain red lines:
EAM Jaishankar on trade

deal with the US

MI News Service, New Delhi
: India has certain "red-
lines" in its trade negotia-
tions with the US and New
Delhi will not compromise
on protecting the interests of
farmers and small produc-
ers, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on Satur-
day. Jaishankar said the ne-
gotiations for a trade deal
between the two sides de-
spite some stiff hurdles are
still underway.

Speaking at the Eco-
nomic Times World Leaders
Forum, Jaishankar also said
that US President Donald
Trump's way of dealing with
the world is a very major de-
parture from the traditional
way of doing so and the en-
tire world is facing this issue.

"We've not had a US
President who has con-
ducted foreign policy as pub-
licly as the current one. That
itself is a departure that's
not limited to India," he said.

The relations between
New Delhi and Washington

are on a downturn after
Trump doubled tariffs on In-
dian goods to a whopping 50
per cent, including 25 per
cent additional duties for
India's purchase of Russian
crude oil.

The External Affairs
Minister said trade is "really
the major issue" between
the two countries.

"The negotiations are
still going on and the bottom
line is we have some red
lines." "The red lines are
primarily the interest of our
farmers and to some extent
small producers. So when
people pronounced that we
succeeded or failed etc." "My
answer to this is -- we as a
government are committed
to defend the interests of our
farmers and small produc-
ers. We are very determined
on that. That's not some-
thing we can compromise
on." The External Affairs
Minister
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West Bengal Sports and Youth Affairs minister Aroop

Raabok

Biswas is with the owner of the victorious NorthEast
United FC John Abraham after winning the 134th Indian
Oil Durand Cup football tournament defeating Diamond
Harbour FC 6-1 in the final at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan in Kolkata on Saturday.

Family of the youth
who attempted to
scale Parliament
wall, appeals for his
release

MI News Service, New
Delhi : The family of Ram
Kumar Bind, the 20-year-
old man who was arrested
after attempting to scale a
wall of the Parliament
complex in Delhi, has ap-
pealed to the government
for his release. They claim
that their son is "sole sup-
port" to the family and
may have acted out with-
out knowing the conse-
quences. Ram's father,
Shiv Kumar Bind, said that
his son and another
brother, Umesh, work in a
factory in Surat, Gujarat.
"Ram's wife gave birth to a
child just 12 days ago, and
he left Surat on August 18
to return home. I don't
know how he ended up in
Delhi," the father said.
Ram's mother, Samla
Devi, described her son as
a simple man. "My son has
no fault; the government
should release him." She
added that Ram is the sole
support for the family,

um Continued on Page 3

Curiosity and code: Bengal computer scientist Eshan Chattopadhyay's path to Godel Prize

MI News Service, Kolkata : This year's
Godel Prize winner, Bengal theoretical
computer scientist and IIT Kanpur alum-
nus Eshan Chattopadhyay, feels that the
recognition only reinforces his commit-
ment to curiosity-driven research as he is
open to taking greater risks and pursuing
ideas stretching across disciplines. An as-
sociate professor of Computer Science at
Cornell University, Chottopadhyay ex-
pressed interest in broader outreach,

CMYK. I ]

extractor functional even when both
sources of randomness are weak, and is
considered to be a milestone in the world
of computing and Indian academia. This
breakthrough has wide-ranging implica-
tions for fields such as cryptography, ma-
chine learning, and complex simulations
-- where reliable randomness is essential.
The recognition comes nearly a

hoping to make fundamental research
more accessible. "Research has always
been a curiosity-driven pursuit for me,
and receiving this award is truly an hon-
our. It reinforces the importance of doing
fundamental work, but it doesn't really
change how I approach research. Theo-
retical computer science is about under-
standing the essence of computation. I am
now more open to taking bigger risks, es-
pecially in exploring connections between

pseudorandomness and quantum com-
puting," Chattopadhyay said.
Chattopadhyay was awarded the
2025 Godel Prize, one of the highest hon-
ours in theoretical computer science, for
solving a problem that had puzzled re-
searchers for nearly three decades. His
research, conducted during his doctoral
studies at the University of Texas at
Austin under noted computer scientist
David Zuckerman, created a two-source

mum Continued on Page 3
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Police bring back the light of
vision in Gayeshpur, Free eye camp

MI News Service, Kalyani :
The otherwise quiet court-
yard of the Gayeshpur Po-
lice Outpost turned into a
bustling centre of hope on
Friday. From the early
hours, people started
queuing up, some elderly,
some daily wage workers,
some police personnel
themselves ,all waiting to
have their eyes tested at a
free eye check-up camp
organised by the police.By
the end of the day, close to
250 people had their eyes
examined. For many, it
was their first proper con-
sultation with an ophthal-
mologist. The outcome was
praiseworthy, 137 people
were given free spectacles
on the spot, while those de-
tected with cataract were
assured of special arrange-
ments for surgery.For 72-
year-old Shanti Das, who
had been struggling with
blurred vision for years, the
moment of receiving her
spectacles was overwhelm-
ing. With tears welling up,
she whispered, “It feels like

by cops benefit hundreds
~

a curtain has lifted. I can
see clearly again.” Stand-
ing beside her, a constable
remarked with a smile,
“These moments make our
service worthwhile.”Senior
officers, including Dy. SP
(HQ), Dy. SP Traffic, and IC
Kalyani Debasish Panda,
Gayeshpur police outpost
incharge Jay Das attended
the camp. They underlined
the larger purpose of the
initiative: “Policing is not
just about maintaining law
and order. Standing beside
people in times of need,

even in matters of health, is
our responsibility. Such ef-
forts will continue in the fu-
ture,” one of them said.The
atmosphere through the
day resembled a commu-
nity fair, orderly queues,
doctors patiently attending
to each person, police per-
sonnel guiding villagers,
and children curiously
watching the proceedings.
The camp not only pro-
vided medical relief but
also created a bridge of
trust between the force and
the community.Local resi-

dents hailed the initiative
as “a rare humanitarian
gesture.” One resident
commented, “For years, we
have seen police only with
uniforms and authority.
Today, we saw them with
empathy.”Public health ex-
perts note that such out-
reach programmes are
particularly crucial in semi-
urban and rural belts,
where access to eye-care
facilities is scarce.
Cataract, a leading cause of
preventable blindness in
India, often goes untreated
in poorer households. A
free camp like this can
make the difference be-
tween  darkness and
sight.As the sun dipped
that evening, the Gayesh-
pur Police Outpost glowed
differently, not with flash-
ing beacons or sirens, but
with the light of compas-
sion. For many who walked
back home with clearer vi-
sion, it was not just about a
pair of spectacles, but
about seeing a kinder face
of policing.

Less than a year after R.G.Kar horror,
another medical student files complaint

MI News Service, Mursid-
abad: Murshidabad again
in the grip of shock after
fresh allegations of the ha-
rassment surfaced against
of medical student. Less
than a year after the grue-
some rape and murder of
a postgraduate trainee at
RG Kar Medical Collage
that shook Bengal, another
medical student has now
accused a peer of the men-
tal torture, threats, and in-
decent proposals.

The complaint, filed on
Friday evening by the fa-

ther of the student from
Mursidabad Medical Col-
lage and Hospital, alleged
that his daughter was re-
peatedly subjected to ha-
rassment by a fellow
medical student who is
currently enrolled at a re-
puted Kolkata medical col-
lage. According to the
complaint , the accused-
who first came into contact
with the victim at a coach-
ing institute- allegedly
blocked her path, threat-
ened her, and even sug-
gested meeting at a hotel.

Police sources confirmed
that a written complaint
has been lodged at
Berhampur investigation
has begum. The accused
could be reach for com-
ment. The fresh allegation
comes at a time when Ben-
gal’s medical fraternity is
still grappling with the
trauma of the RG Kar inci-
dent. The murder and sex-
ual assault of young doctor
in August last year had
trigged statewide protests
by doctors, students, the
civil society , demanding

accountability and safety
for medical professionals.
Now, the emergence of yet
another harassment com-
plaint within the medical
community has reignited
concern over the environ-
ment faced by medical stu-
dents, particularly women.
The case is likely to inten-
sify pressure on authori-
ties to act decisively as
both the medical fraternity
and the wider public con-
tinue to demand safety ,
justice and systemic re-
form.

Teacher brutally assaulted after
protesting public drinking

MI News Service, North 24
Parganas: A shocking inci-
dent of lawlessness has
emerged from Belgharia,
where a drawing teacher
was allegedly assaulted in
broad daylight after
protesting against public
drinking. The attack, cap-
tured on roadside CCTV
cameras, has sparked out-
rage in the locality and
raised questions about the
growing culture of im-
punity.

The victim, identified
as Nirupam Pal, a resident
of Nandannagar, was re-
turning home around 6

a.m. on Friday when he
confronted a group of
youths and a young
woman openly consuming
alcohol on the banks of a
pond where construction
materials had been kept.
According to the complaint
filed at Belgharia Police
Station, an altercation
broke out after Pal ob-
jected to the drinking. The
CCTV footage shows the
young woman, allegedly
intoxicated, rushing to-
wards Pal with a burning
cigarette in hand. She is
seen slapping and punch-
ing the teacher before her

male companions joined
in, surrounding him and
subjecting him to further
blows. The attackers also
allegedly issued death
threats during the assault.
Terrified by the brutality,
Pal and his family lodged a
formal complaint with the
police. While an investiga-
tion has been initiated, the
accused remain abscond-
ing. Local councillor and
Belgharia town committee
president Bishwajit Saha
condemned the attack,
saying: "It is extremely un-
fortunate that a teacher
was beaten simply for

protesting. Such incidents
cannot be tolerated. I have
urged the administration
to take swift and strict ac-
tion.” The incident has rat-
tled the community, not
only because a teacher
was targeted, but because
it underscores a broader
menace: the brazen rise of
public drinking and the vi-
olent reprisals faced by or-
dinary citizens who dare to
resist. Residents have de-
manded urgent police in-
tervention to ensure safety
in public spaces and re-
store faith in law enforce-
ment.

Traffic stops turns ugly:
Police ASI injured
in highway scuffle

MI News Service, Murshid-
abad: Tension gripped
New Farakka on Friday
after a scuffle broke out
between a police officer
and a local panchayat
functionary on National
Highway 12. The accused,
identified as  Tariqul
Sheikh, deputy head of
Bewa-1 Gram Panchayat,
was arrested following the
incident. According to po-
lice sources, an engine-dri-
ven van carrying jute was
intercepted at the New
Farakka traffic intersection
by ASI Tapas Ghosh, who
was on duty with the traffic
department. The officer in-
formed the driver that such
vehicles were not permitted
on the national highway.
The driver was reportedly
asked to sign a bond pledg-
ing not to use the van on
NH-12 again. Police allege
that shortly afterward, the
jute owner — identified as
Sheikh — arrived at the
spot and got into an alterca-
tion with the on-duty offi-
cer. During the heated
exchange, the ASI was al-
legedly manhandled and
sustained minor injuries.
Eyewitnesses reported that
abusive language was also
used in the confrontation.
Farakka police personnel
reached the spot promptly
and detained Sheikh. He
was later arrested and
charged in connection with
the incident.

TMC scores big in Jangalmahal as
Jayant Mitra rejoins the fold

MI News Service, Bakura:
Bankura’s political land-
scape witnessed a signifi-
cant development with
senior leader Jayant
Mitra’s return to the Tri-
namool Congress, mark-
ing what many within the
ruling camp describe as a
“homecoming” ahead of
the 2026 Assembly polls.

Jayant Mitra, once
considered the face of
Trinamool in Jangalma-
hal, had crossed over to
the BJP in the run-up to
the 2021 elections, for-
mally joining the saffron
camp at a rally addressed
by Amit Shah in Midna-
pore. His defection was
seen then as a setback for
the ruling party. How-
ever, after a prolonged
absence, the veteran
leader was officially rein-
stated into Trinamool on
Saturday at the directive
of the party’s All India
General Secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee. Speak-

ing after his return,
Jayant Mitra admitted his
decision to join the BJP
was a “mistake” driven
by circumstances. “I
joined the BJP as a victim
of a wrong decision.
From the very beginning,
I regretted it. Today, Ab-
hishek Banerjee has
given me the opportunity
to correct that mistake. I
pledge to remain with
Trinamool Congress till
the end of my life,” he
said, striking a concilia-
tory tone. Party insiders
believe his re-induction
will bolster Trinamool’s
organizational hold in
Jangalmahal — a politi-
cally  sensitive zone
where Jayant Mitra once
played a pivotal role in
consolidating support for
the party. Bankura dis-
trict Trinamool president
Tarashankar Roy wel-
comed the move, saying,
“Jayantda is one of our
senior leaders. Under Ab-

hishek Banerjee’s in-
struction, we have
brought him back into the
fold. His experience and
influence will strengthen
Trinamool in Jangalma-
hal.” The BJP, however,
dismissed the significance
of his return. Union Min-
ister Subhash Sarkar
claimed that Jayant
Mitra’s political relevance
had long diminished, re-
marking, “Although he
nominally joined the BJP
before 2021, he was
functionally aligned with
Trinamool since the re-
sults were declared. His
return changes nothing
for us.” With this devel-
opment, Trinamool ap-
pears to be consolidating
its ranks in Bankura
ahead of the next elec-
toral battle, projecting
unity and renewed
strength in a region that
has historically been a
battleground between the
ruling camp and the BJP.

Space-based Quiz Competition in Kolkata to
Celebrate Chandrayaan-3's Success
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MI News Service, Kharag-
pur: Space-based Quiz
Competition in Kolkata to
Celebrate Chandrayaan-
3’s SuccessOn 23rd August
2023, celebrated as Na-
tional Space Day, the In-
dian Space Research

-
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TELLAR SPACE QU2

Organisation’s (ISRO) lan-
der ‘Vikram’ from Chan-
drayaan-3  successfully
landed near the Moon’s
south pole. To commemo-
rate this historic achieve-
ment and to inspire school
students towards science

and space exploration, the
Grand Finale of “Stellar
Space Quiz 2025”, one of
India’s largest space-
themed inter-school quiz
competitions, was held at
IIT Kharagpur Research
Park, Newtown. The com-
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petition was organized by
Edudigm STEMpowered,
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an initiative by T
Kharagpur alumni, and
witnessed  participation

from selected top schools
across different parts of
the country.

Sugata Bose publishes Udar Akash

Nurul Islam Khan

On Saturday, at Netaji
Bhaban on Elgin
Road,Historian and po-
litical figure Sugata Bose
released the'Udar
Akash' festival
issue.Professor Sugata
Bose was elated by the
publication of this maga-
zine. He saidThe poetry
of poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
is the Holy Prophet
(PBUH). Moreover, vari-
ous poems and writings
have been published
here. I hope that the
practice of Bengali liter-
ature will continue in
this magazine in a more
beautiful way." Editor

Faruk Ahmed has been
publishing the magazine
for twenty-four years,
leaving a mark on the

excellence

of Bengali
thinking and maintaining
continuity. Educationist
Ratan Bhattacharya was

present on the day. Pro-
fessor Sugata Bose en-
thusiastically praised the
writings and subject
ideas of 'Udar Akash'
magazine at the meet-
ing.The editor of the
magazinesaid that 'Udar
Akash' has already been
appreciated in the world
as a bilingual research
journal of creative litera-
ture  affiliated  with
ISN.This year's issue fea-
tures valuable writings
on Satyajit Ray, Ritwik
Ghatak, Rabindranath
Tagore's Raktakrabi,
and Kazi Nazrul Islam.
The magazine has been
enriched by the work of
renowned writers.

The Call for a
Committed
Bureaucracy

MI News Service: In
today’s age of rapid
change and rising aspira-
tions, citizens no longer
tolerate a slow or indiffer-
ent administration. They
expect efficiency, trans-
parency, and service deliv-
ery that truly reflects the
spirit of democracy. This
growing demand has
brought the idea of a com-
mitted bureaucracy to the
forefront.A committed bu-
reaucracy is not just about
following rules; it is about
working with integrity, re-
sponsibility, and empathy
toward the people. In a
time when technology has
made information instant,
citizens can easily see gaps
between policy promises
and on-ground reality.
They demand officers who
are accountable, innova-
tive, and people-centric,
rather than merely proce-
dural.From disaster re-
sponse to public health,
from urban planning to
rural welfare, the effec-
tiveness of governance is
measured by how swiftly
and sincerely the adminis-
tration responds. Corrup-
tion, red tape, and apathy
weaken trust in institu-
tions, but a committed bu-
reaucracy can restore
confidence and strengthen
democratic values.More
than ever, governance
today requires civil ser-
vants who see themselves
not as mere custodians of
files, but as partners in
progress. Their role is to
translate government vi-
sion into citizen welfare,
ensuring inclusivity, fair-
ness, and efficiency. The
call for a committed bu-
reaucracy, therefore, is not
just a demand—it is a ne-
cessity for building a just,
transparent, and forward-
looking society.

MI News Service, Digha:
In a dramatic late-night
crackdown, tourists were
forcibly evicted from ho-
tels in Old Digha on
Wednesday as the Digha-
Shankarpur Development
Authority (DSDA), backed
by police, sealed multiple
establishments over long-
pending tax dues. The
move triggered chaos and
outrage among visitors,
hoteliers, and locals alike,
casting a shadow over
Bengal’s most popular
beach destination. Ac-
cording to DSDA sources,
several hotels had out-
standing tourist civic
amenity charges dating
back to 2023. Despite re-
peated notices and multi-
ple rounds of meetings,
the dues remained un-
paid. Authorities claim
that although official clo-
sure orders had been is-
sued, hoteliers continued
to operate in defiance of
regulations — prompting

the unprecedented late-
night action. Eyewit-
nesses and CCTV visuals
show stunned tourists —
some with children —
being ordered out of their
rooms without notice.
“They suddenly told us to
leave. We weren’t even
given time to feed our
baby. I've visited Digha
many times, but this ex-
perience has been humil-
iating,” said one furious
tourist. The incident
sparked immediate anger.
Hoteliers accused the
DSDA of high-handed-
ness, while locals ex-
pressed dismay at the
humiliation of guests in
Bengal’s flagship tourist
hub. The political opposi-
tion was quick to seize
the moment. CPI(M) dis-
trict committee member
Jhardeswar Bera alleged,
“This is extortion in the
name of taxes. Tourists’
interests are being sacri-
ficed for political gains

Tourist harassed as hotels sealed
in Digha tax crackdown

ahead of elections.” Dis-
trict Magistrate and
DSDA Chairman Pur-
nendu Maji defended the
crackdown, saying,
“These hotels have de-
faulted for a long time de-
spite repeated reminders.
That is why strict action
was taken.” However, he
admitted procedural
lapses: “Tourists should
not have been evicted in
this manner at night. This
will be investigated, and
the step has been sus-
pended for now.” The
midnight eviction has left
Digha’s reputation in
jeopardy at the peak of
tourist season. With im-
ages of distressed fami-
lies being forced onto the
streets already circulat-
ing widely, the contro-
versy threatens to
escalate into a political
storm while exposing
deep fractures between
the administration and
the tourism sector.

Soil smu

scene.

The operation took place near Loha-
garh More under Chhatna Police Station
limits, where two tractors laden with ille-
gally excavated soil were seized. Officials
confirmed that the tractors have since
been handed over to the police, and inves-
tigations are underway to determine the
origin of the soil and the extent of the
smuggling network. For weeks, locals had
alleged that soil was being cut from areas
adjacent to ponds near the Bankura-Shal-
tora road without permission and trans-
ported to fill low-lying land. Continuous
rains since Wednesday seemingly embold-
ened the smugglers, who assumed that

lers flee, tractors seized in rain

MI News Service, Bankura: Taking advan-
tage of torrential rains and alleged lapses
in monitoring, soil smugglers in Bankura
attempted to carry on their illegal trade in
broad daylight. But a sudden raid on Fri-
day by the Land Reforms Department,
acting on a tip-off, forced the smugglers
to abandon their tractors and flee the

weakened surveillance would allow them
to continue operations unchecked. How-
ever, acting on intelligence from a confi-
dential source,
Reforms Department swiftly moved in.
Witnesses reported that as soon as the
drivers spotted authorities, they aban-
doned their tractors and disappeared into

officials of the Land

the rain. Chhatna BLRO Shantanu Roy

trade.

confirmed the seizure and said: “We are
investigating whether the land from
which soil was smuggled is private or gov-
ernment property. Identifying those be-
hind the smuggling racket is now our
priority.” The incident underscores per-
sistent concerns over illegal soil extrac-
tion in Bankura, a practice that not only
undermines land management laws but
also poses serious risks to the environ-
ment. With smugglers now exploiting
weather conditions to evade detection, of-
ficials face mounting pressure to tighten
surveillance and crack down on the illicit

Jhalda crippled by rain: Families cut off, supplies destroyed

MI News Service, Purulia: Days
of relentless rainfall have left
Jhalda reeling, with collapsed
roads, snapped communication
lines, and massive losses to es-
sential supplies. Several wards
of Jhalda Municipality, includ-
ing Chunabhatti, remain cut off
continue to

as floodwaters

wreak havoc. The downpour,
compounded by gushing moun-
tain streams and overflowing
city hydrants, has triggered
flash flooding across wards 2, 3,
and 7. Entire stretches of road
have caved in, electric poles
have collapsed, vehicles lie sub-
merged, and houses and bound-

ary walls have crumbled under
the pressure of rising waters.
The scale of devastation has
been compounded by the de-
struction of food stocks. In the
ICDS warehouse, water entered
storage rooms and submerged
rice, pulses, and other essential
items worth lakhs of rupees.

“The damage is massive. Food
grains have been completely de-
stroyed,” confirmed warehouse
storekeeper
Deputy Mayor of Jhalda Mu-
nicipality Sudeep Karmakar
and Jhalda Block 1 BDO
Madanmohan Murmu visited
the affected areas on Thursday

Montu Singh.

to take stock of the situation.
“Disaster response teams and
firefighters are already on the
ground. Steps will be taken to
ensure such large-scale losses
can be avoided in the future,”
Karmakar said. But while offi-
cials cited natural calamity,
local voices pointed to human

negligence.
Chakraborty, head of a private
school, remarked: “We can’t
just blame nature. We build
without following rules, we en-
croach on rivers and canals,
we choke natural waterways.
This disaster
made.”

Gautam

is also man-
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India’s deep space exploration is...

» From PG 1

met Indian astronaut and
Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla, who unfurled
the national flag at the In-
ternational Space Station
and filled every Indian
with pride. He said that

when Shukla showed him
the tricolour, he was
touched beyond words. PM
Modi said that in his inter-
action with the astronaut,
he witnessed the bound-
less courage and infinite
dreams of the youth of
New India.

TMC refuses to nominate any...

» From PG 1

were brought in haste and
said that they would be
sent to the Joint Commit-
tee of Parliament, where
members of both Houses,
including the Opposition,
would get an opportunity
to give their suggestions.

When Venugopal
raised the issue of Shah's
arrest when he was Home
Minister of Gujarat and
asked about his claim of
morality in politics, the
senior BJP leader coun-
tered, saying he had re-
signed on moral grounds
before his arrest and
joined the government
only after being dis-
charged by the court.

"We cannot be so
shameless that we con-
tinue to occupy constitu-
tional positions while
facing serious charges,"
Shah said.

As the protests esca-
lated, BJP members, in-
cluding Union Ministers

Ravneet Singh Bittu and
Kiren Rijiju came near
Shah and there was a
brief jostling between Op-
position and ruling party
MPs.

Three House marshals
formed a protective ring
around Shah. Even after
the House was adjourned,
the Opposition members
continued with the sloga-
neering.

The three Bills are the
Government of Union Ter-
ritories (Amendment) Bill
2025; the Constitution
(One Hundred And Thirti-
eth  Amendment) Bill
2025; and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill 2025.

The Bills have pro-
posed that if the Prime
minister, union ministers
or Chief ministers, are ar-
rested and detained in
custody for 30 consecutive
days for offences that at-
tract a jail term of at least
five years, they will lose
their job on the 31st day.

Family of the youth who attempted to...

» From PG 1

as his elder brother is ill
and two younger brothers
have an intellectual dis-
ability. Bhadohi Superin-
tendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik said
that police and the Local
Intelligence Unit (LIU) are
investigating the matter.
"Neither Ram nor his fam-
ily have any prior criminal
record and further investi-
gation is being handled by
Delhi Police," said the offi-
cer. Ram Kumar Bind at-
tempted to scale a wall of
Parliament on Friday
morning but was caught

by security personnel and
handed over to police, offi-
cials said in Delhi.  Offi-
cials have also noted that
Ram Kumar Bind appears
to be "mentally incoher-
ent." Multiple agencies, in-
cluding the Intelligence
Bureau (IB) and the Delhi
Police's Special Cell, are

currently questioning him
to determine his motive.
However, his action is
being seeing as a major se-
curity breach after he at-
tempted to scale a wall of
Parliament on Friday
morning but was caught
by security personnel and
handed over to police id.

Former Sri Lankan President Ranil...

» From PG 1

UK capital, he and his wife
attended a University of
Wolverhampton ceremony.
Wickremesinghe had main-
tained that his wife's travel
expenses were met by her
and that no state funds were
used. However, the CID has
alleged that Wickremesinghe
used government money for

his travel on a private visit
and that his bodyguards
were also paid by the state.
Wickremesinghe  became
President of the island na-
tion in July 2022 for the re-
mainder of  Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's term, after Ra-
japaksa stepped down fol-
lowing months of protests
over alleged corruption and
mismanagement.

India has certain red lines: EAM...

P From PG 1

also responded to repeated
allegations by Trump ad-
ministration officials that
India is "profiteering" by
buying discounted Russian
crude oil and then selling
refined petroleum products
at premium prices in Eu-
rope and other places. "It's
funny to have people who
work for a pro-business
American administration ac-
cusing other people of doing

business," Jaishankar said.
"That's really curious. If you
have a problem buying oil or
refined products from India,
don't buy it. Nobody forces
you to buy it. But Europe
buys, LatinAmerica buys, so
you don't like it, don't buy
it," he added. The EAM also
rejected observations that
India's relations with China
are improving in view of
strain in New Delhi-Wash-
ington ties.

14,000 new polling booths likely in...

M From PG 1

not final,” a senior official
said, adding, “Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) is yet
to be implemented in West
Bengal. After that, depend-
ing on whether the number
of voters increases or de-
creases, we will decide on
increasing or decreasing
the booths.” According to
the Election Commission of
India’s (ECI's) draft list,
West Bengal has 80,681
booths, which will now in-

crease to 94,497. This
marks an addition of 13,853
booths. While 1,253 booths
will be reorganised, 703 will
be shifted, and 37 will be
abolished. On August 29,
the ECI will hear the opin-
ions of all political parties
and subsequently finalise
booth arrangements. “It will
be difficult for Opposition
parties if the number of
booths is increased because
they will have to increase
the number of polling
agents also.

Kolkata
hosts

summit
on Al

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Against the backdrop of
Al revolutionizing the
workplace and hybrid
models reshaping organi-
zational dynamics, BIBS,
in collaboration with the
NHRDN Kolkata Chapter,
successfully hosted the
HR Leadership Summit
2025 in Kolkata.

The summit brought
together some of the
country’s most prominent
HR leaders, practitioners,
and thought experts to
chart the roadmap for HR
leadership in a rapidly
transforming  business
landscape.

The event was graced
by Snehasis Chakraborty,
Cabinet  Minister for
Transport, Government of
West Bengal, whose pres-
ence added further signif-
icance to the occasion.

The event began with
an insightful keynote ad-
dress by Prabir Jha,
Founder & CEO of Prabir
Jha People Advisory, who
spoke on “HR Space Be-
yond Tomorrow.” He
highlighted how Al, au-
tomation, and digital-first
workplaces are demand-
ing a complete reimagi-
nation of HR’s role—from
transactional support to
becoming a strategic
driver of innovation,

agility, and a people-first
culture.

The first panel, “Mas-
tering People Leadership
in a Hybrid World,” ex-
amined how hybrid work
redefining

models are

leadership approaches.
Panellists were George
Thomas (CHRO - MISP
Steel), Kassiopea Chaud-
huri (Associate Director
HR - IBM), Rashmita
Parija (Head HR - Lex-
mark), Subrata Chatter-
jee (CHRO — AECOMTITAL
Design & Engineering
Centre), and Sudarsana
Sanyal (Head HR &
Admin - CESC).

The second panel,
“Future Ready or Left Be-
hind: The Urgency of Up-
skilling in the Age of AL~
focused on how busi-
nesses must urgently
reskill and upskill talent
to remain competitive in
an  Al-powered era.
Speakers were Megha
Chhabra (GM & Global HR
Head - Cyber Security &
Risk Services, Wipro),
Prapti Lodh Roy (Manag-
ing Director Human Capi-
tal - PwC India), and
Suman Banerjee (CHRO -
ABP Pvt. Ltd.).

Sharing his thoughts,
Vidur Kapoor, Chairman -
BIBS, said:

“At BIBS, our constant
endeavour is to ensure
that management educa-
tion is not confined to
classrooms but connected
to real-world challenges.”

Throughout the sum-
mit, one message stood
out: the future of HR lies
at the intersection of
technology and human-
centric leadership. As Al
continues to transform
roles and hybrid models
challenge traditional
structures, HR leaders
must step up as architects
of change, building work-
forces that are both digi-
tally empowered and
emotionally resilient.

P 2
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TMC protest

e

1mee to address the atrocities being done to the Bengali migrant workers at different parts of India

is on at full swing at the iconic Gandhi Statue arena in Kolkata on Saturday.

-

Calcutta Chamber Hosts Session on Labour Codes

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta Chamber of
Commerce organised an
interactive session on
India’s new labour law re-
forms with CA Vivek Agar-
wal, labour law expert and
guest faculty at ESIC,
Kolkata.

Welcoming the gather-
ing, Hari Shankar Hal-
wasiya, President of the
Chamber, described the
consolidation of 29 central
legislations  into  four
labour codes as one of the
most significant reforms
since independence. He
noted that the codes aim
to simplify compliance

through one registration,
one licence, and one re-
turn, while extending min-
imum wage and social
security benefits across
organised, unorganised,
and self-employed sectors.

He further highlighted

™=\
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that with nearly 80-90% of
India’s workforce in the
informal sector contribut-
ing about 50% of GDP, the
reforms seek to drive for-
malisation and wider ac-
cess to welfare schemes.
However, he cautioned

that SMEs and startups
may encounter new com-
pliance and resource chal-
lenges during the
transition.

Anant Saharia, Senior
Vice President of the
Chamber, and P. D.
Rungta, Senior Committee
Member, also graced the
occasion and extended
their support to the initia-
tive. Their presence rein-
forced the Chamber’s
collective commitment to
guiding industry members
through the opportunities
and challenges of the
evolving regulatory frame-
work.

Bengal schools now opting for IS0 certification

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A recent trend has
cropped up in West Ben-
gal, ISO certification of
schools in West Bengal.
Not only in Kolkata, are
schools outside the capital
city also looking forward to
go for ISO certification.
There's no mandatory
ISO certification require-
ment for schools in West
Bengal, but many are in-
creasingly adopting such
standards to improve qual-
ity, efficiency, and reputa-
tion, especially in Kolkata.
BENEFITS OF ISO CERTI-
FICATION FOR SCHOOLS
IMPROVED QUALITY
MANAGEMENT: Standard-

ized processes ensure con-
sistent quality in educa-
tional delivery.
ENHANCED REPUTA-
TION: ISO certification
demonstrates a commit-
ment to excellence and in-
ternational standards.
INCREASED STAKE-
HOLDER CONFIDENCE:
Parents, students, and staff
gain confidence in the
school's operations.
BETTER RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT: Efficient
processes lead to more ef-
fective use of resources.
CONTINUOUS M-
PROVEMENT: The ISO
framework promotes ongo-
ing improvement in educa-

tional services.
Progressive Innovator
Pvt. Ltd. (PIPL), a leading

standardization  consul-
tancy, helps schools and or-
ganizations achieve

national and international
certifications like ISO 21001
(Educational Organizations
Management System) and
ISO 9001 (Quality Manage-
ment System).

According to ISO certifi-
cation standardization ex-
pert Subir Ray Chaudhury
(from PIPL), “The absence
of ISO certification often re-
sults in operational gaps
and safety lapses. A tragic
2024 incident in a Kolkata
school, where a 5-year-old

was allegedly assaulted by
a teacher, highlighted the
urgent need for stronger
safety standards.

“Had schools been ISO
certified such incidents
could be avoided.” He
added. He further empha-
sized that quality and safety
standards remain PIPLs
core focus, with education
institutions being their pri-
ority this year. The com-
pany has already worked
with 10 Kolkata schools. To
him, it is encouraging that
the state government is also
taking interest in this
thought process and it is
going to benefit the state in
the long run.

WBCHSE mulls online permission for spl needs candidates

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West
Bengal Council of Higher Secondary
Education (WBCHSE) will, for the
first time, issue online permission let-
ters for Children With Special Needs
(CWSN) appearing in the Semester III
Secondary Examinations
2026. According to a notification,
these permission letters will allow
CWSN candidates to avail themselves
of exam-related concessions, such as
extra time and, where required, the
assistance of an amanuensis, writer,
or interpreter. Heads of Institutions
(HOIs) have been asked to apply

Higher

through the council’s designated on-
line portal after candidates collect
their Once the necessary details are
uploaded, the HOI must change the
application status from “WIP” to
“COMPLETE”, after which it will be
forwarded to the respective regional
office for approval. The council said
the permission letter, once verified
and sanctioned by the deputy secre-
tary of the regional office, will be au-
tomatically generated on the portal
and made available to the HOI, venue
supervisor and centre secretary. The
Semester III examinations are sched-

sued

uled from September 8 to 22. In an-
other first, admit cards will also be is-
online
countersignature from the heads of
institutions before being distributed
to students. In a separate notifica-
tion, WBCHSE announced that exam
materials such as the attendance-
cum-signature roll, pre-printed and
blank top sheets, confidential room
posters,
posters, and blank OMR handling en-
velopes will be distributed on August
28 at 11 am from designated centres
across the state.

and will require

“no electronic gadgets”

MBBS & dental admissions process resume

MI News Service, Kolkata: The admission process for MBBS
and dental courses resumed within hours of the Supreme
Court issuing a stay on Calcutta High Court’s conditions for
the publication of the state JEE results.

The counselling and admission process for MBBS and
BDS (dental) courses, which began on July 31, was put on
hold on August 19. State health department sources had
then said that the lack of clarity over how to go ahead with
the OBC rules forced them to put the process on hold. The
Supreme Court’s order allowed the department to resume
the process. “We have already resumed the admission
process. The notice giving out the dates will be uploaded on

the website,” said Indrajit Saha, the director of medical ed-
ucation and the chairperson of the state’s medical coun-
selling committee. A revised provisional list of candidates —
along with their all-India ranks and state ranks — was pub-
lished on the website of the West Bengal Medical Counselling
Committee. Another notice — accessible only to candidates
who had registered on the medical counselling committee’s
website — mentioned that the results will be published after
11am on Saturday. The results will allot colleges to candi-
dates based on their ranks. The successful candidates will
need to reach the medical colleges allotted to them to com-

plete their admission process.

IHCL, SMPK join hands to redevelop ‘Chotelal Ki Ghat’

MI News Service, Kolkata: Indian Hotels Company
(IHCL), India’s largest hospitality company, has an-
nounced a collaboration with Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Port, Kolkata (SMPK), for the redevelopment of the his-
toric Chotelal Ki Ghat on the Hooghly riverfront. Built
in the 1870s, the ghat is a Grade I heritage site and car-
ries deep cultural significance for West Bengal. An is-
sued statement read that the project, supported by the
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (IN-
TACH), will involve restoration and conservation of the
ghat, beautification, and landscaping. IHCL will invest
up to Rs 5 crore towards the redevelopment, staggered
over three years, under its corporate social responsibil-
ity initiatives. The work is aligned with the Government

of India’s Namami Gange programme and Swachhata
initiatives. The initiative will also support local commu-
nities, including artists engaged in wall and boat paint-
ing, stall vendors, residents and tourists. Rathendra
Raman, chairman, Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata, said: “This MoU with IHCL marks a significant
step towards heritage-led development. With an invest-
ment of nearly Rs 5 crore under CSR, the renovation of
the historic Chotelal Ki Ghat will not only restore its cul-
tural essence but also enhance its appeal as a public
and tourist destination. This partnership reflects our
shared vision of sustainable infrastructure, community
benefit, and preserving Kolkata’s iconic riverfront for

generations to come.”

82-yr-old woman murdered at New Garia

MI News Service, Kolkata: An 82-year-old
woman was found murdered under the
staircase of her two-storey home in New
Garia Cooperative Housing. The woman’s
87-year-old husband was found on the
floor beside his bed with his mouth tied.
He survived the assault and is undergoing
treatment, police said. Bijaya Das and
Prasanta Das lived alone in their F-32
home. Their son lives in Mumbai and their
daughter is settled in Germany. The police
are looking for an ayah the couple had
employed less than a week ago. CCTV
footage shows her entering the house on

Thursday morning. After that, the cam-
eras were switched off. Bijaya’s phone,
which had access to the CCTV system, is
missing. Preliminary investigations point
to a motive of theft. The police suspect
gold bangles, earrings, and rings the cou-
ple wore are missing.

Their domestic help, Madhumita Hal-
dar, who visits every morning, first discov-
ered the couple. She found the rear door
latched from outside and entered a dark
house to find Bijaya lying lifeless at the
base of the staircase and Prasanta inca-
pacitated in his bedroom.

Curiosity and...

P From PG 1

decade after the research
was first awarded 'Best
Paper' at the IEEE Sympo-
sium on Foundations of
Computer Science (FOCS) in
2016, and later published
in the prestigious 'Annals of
Mathematics' journal in
2019. He credited his
PhD advisor, David Zucker-
man, with playing a pivotal
role in shaping his research
mindset. "David set high
standards, but he gave me
the space to explore freely
and fail. His optimism and
mentorship kept me going
during years of setbacks,"
he said. Originally from
Kolkataand born in this city
, Chattopadhyay grew up in
Visakhapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh) before enrolling in
the Computer Science pro-
gramme at [IT Kanpur. It
was there that he discov-
ered a passion for theoreti-
cal computing and
mathematics.

"I didn't know much
about Computer Science
when I joined IIT Kanpur.
But I took as many courses
as I could and started
reaching out to professors
to explore research oppor-
tunities," he said.

His academic journey
eventually took him to the
United States, where he has
since emerged as a leading
voice in Theoretical Com-
puter Science.

Chattopadhyay also
acknowledged the support
of his family, especially his
parents, who were cur-
rently based in the Salt
Lake area here and are
basking in his success and
remain his partners for his
achievements.. "My par-
ents, Buddhadeb and
Atrayee, encouraged me to
follow my interests. And my
partner, Soubhagya, has
been a constant source of
wisdom and strength
through every high and
low," he said, further recol-
lecting spending his sum-
mer holidays at his
grandparents' residence in
Teghoria and Baidyabati.

Heavy rain...

»» From PG 1

Chamoli.. Chamoli Addi-
tional District Magistrate
Vivek Prakash said there
was heavy damage to sev-
eral structures in Tharali
and the surrounding areas.
Teams of the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
and police were dispatched
to the spot on Friday night,
but they have been held up
due to the closure of a key
road with piles of debris,
he said adding that the ad-
ministration is setting up a
number of relief camps to
provide succour to the af-
fected people.

Indian 0il Durand

Cup ( Final)

North East
United FC: 6

Diamond
Harbour FC: 1

UG entry
finally begins

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Admission to undergradu-
ate courses in government
and aided colleges began at
last, over a month-and-a-
half behind schedule.

The process resumed after
the Supreme Court stayed a
Calcutta High Court order
on OBC reservations, clear-
ing the legal block on ad-
missions. The first merit list
was published within hours
of the stay order. A revised
admission schedule shared
with college principals on
Friday evening stated that
physical verification of can-
didates’ documents will be
held on August 23 and from
August 25 to 27. Classes are
set to begin on August 29.
Education minister Bratya
Basu posted on X on Friday:
“The first merit list for ad-
mission through the central
admission portal was pub-
lished today. Since the pub-
lication was held wup
because of the legal compli-
cations, we were extremely
concerned, as were the stu-
dents and the parents.”
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Miscellaneous

Name Change

I, Syed Mobinuddin Ahmed, S/O Late
Sayed Ahmed, Residing At Dakshin|
Kumarkhali Purbapara, Rajpur|
Sonarpur (M), P.S. Narendrapur,
Dist. South 24 Parganas, Pin-
700103, West Bengal, Did Hereby
Declare Before Notary Kolkata On
22/08/2025 That In My Passport No.
R2228635 My Father’s Name Was|
Wrongly Printed As Syed Ahmed In-
stead Of The Correct Name Sayed|
Ahmed. In All My Testimonials In-
cluding Aadhaar Card, Voter Card,
And Educational Certificates, My Fa-
ther’s Name Is Rightly Recorded As
Sayed Ahmed. Both Names Syed|
Ahmed And Sayed Ahmed Refer To
One And The Same Person.

Name Change

I, Mubiana Bibi W/o. Md. Saifuddin|
Mallick, D/o. Sk. Abbas Ali, R/o.
Morah, Haripal, Hooghly, declared
that in my Aadhaar & Pan Card my
father’s name  inadvertently
recorded as Abbas Ali instead of|
his actual & original name is Sk.
Abbas Ali. My father Sk. Abbas Alj
& Abbas Ali both are the same &
one identical person vide an Affi-
davit No. 3514, sworn before Judi-
cial  Magistrate, Chinsurah,
Hooghly Court dated 18/08/2025.

Name Change

I, Kutubuddin Mallick S/o. Late
Abdul Samad Mallick, R/o. Morah,
Haripal, Hooghly, declared that in|
my father’s death certificate my fa-
ther’s name inadvertently recorded,|
as Abdul Samad Mallik S/o. Khalil
Mallik instead of his actual & origi-
nal name is/was Late Abdul Samad
Mallick S/o. Late Khalil Mallick. Late
Abdul Samad Mallick S/o. Late
Khalil Mallick & Abdul Samad
Mallik S/o. Khalil Mallik both are the
same & one identical person vide an|
Affidavit No. 3513, sworn before Ju-
dicial Magistrate, Chinsurah,
Hooghly Court dated 18/08/2025.

Name Change

I, Mehroon Nesa W/o. Sheikh Cebad
Ali (old name) R/o. Chak Sultan,
Dhaniakhali, Hooghly-712302,
W.B., have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Meherunnesa Bibi W/o. Sk. Sabed|
Ali (new name) vide an affidavit no.
7835 sworn before Judicial Magis-
trate, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
21/08/2025. Mehroon Nesa W/o.
Sheikh Cebad Ali & Meherunnesa,
Bibi W/o. Sk. Sabed Ali both are the
same & one identical person. My|
son Sk Abul Kalam Ajad.

Name Change

1, Babita Singh, wife of Lalan Singh, resid-|
ing at — Sanctoria Colony, P.O. - Disher-
garh, P.S. - Kulti, District - Burdwan (now|
Paschim Bardhaman), PIN - 713333,
hereby declare that -My correct and ac-
tual name is Babita Singh. This name is
duly recorded in my Bank Passhook (SBI
Kumardhubi Branch, A/C No.: 1139223
8978), Voter ID (No.: KJY2518827), PAN
Card (No.: BYJPS4051B), and other offi-
cial documents including my Birth Certifi-
cate.However, in the records of]
Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Ltd., my
name has been wrongly recorded as Bo-
bita Kumari, and in my Aadhaar Card No.
8586 7259 4057, my name has been
wrongly recorded as Babita Devi.In fact,
Babita Singh, Bobita Kumari, and Babita
Devi refer to one and the same person,
i.e., myself. Accordingly, I have rectified
this discrepancy through an affidavit
sworn before the Asansol Court on
26.07.2018. Therefore, the general public
and concerned authorities are hereby in-|
formed that my correct and only name is
Babita Singh.

NAME CHANGE

I, Prerna Mandal d/o Sri Satish Kumar
Mandal and Smt Renu Mandal resident
of Guru Nanak Pally, Near Lokenath
Medical, Ismile, P.O.- Asansol-713301,
P.S.-Hirapur, Dist.-Paschim
Bardhaman, vide an affidavit 0273/25
dtd. 21.08.2025 in_the Court Judicial
g/latTystrate, 1st Class at Asansol
Cl

eclared that my mother’s name_has
Birth

been wrongly recorded In my
Certificate as'& in my CBSE class 10th
Admit Card as Smt Renu(old name) .
But in my mother's document her name
is recorded as Renu Mandal(new
name).So, | here by declared that Smt
Renu(old name) and Smt Renu Mandal
(new name) is the same and one
identical lady, who is my mother.

NAME CHANGE

I, Asraf Ali Baidya, s/o. Md. Azede Ali
Baidya (in Aadhar Card, Pan Card &
Voter Card) residing at Vill.- Dakshin
Shasan, P.O.- Shikharbali, P.S.-
Baruipur, Dist.-24 P s.(Se,Pin-
743307 W.B. declared that vide
Affidavit No.6271 dtd. 18.08.2025 in
the Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
at Baruipur declare that my & my
father's name wrongly recorded in
educational certificate as Md. Asraf
Ali Baidya, s/o. Md._Pgede Ali Baidya.
Henceforth Asraf Ali Baidya, s/o. Md.
Azede Ali Baidya and Md. Asraf Ali
Baidya s/o Md. Ajede Ali Baidya both
are the same and one identical
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, RIMPA SAHA, D/O Goutam Saha, R/O -
C/64/1A, Rabindra Pally, Baghajatin,Circus
Avenue, Kolkata-700086, declare vide affidavit|
before 1% Class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore on
10.07.2025,that my son was born on 20.08.2015
at Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan,
Kolkata— 700026 and his name is recorded in his|
birth certificate as WRIDHHIMAN BHOWMIK
issued by the Kolkata Municipal Corporation,
Health Department, being Certificate No.
0036815,that | am a natural guardian of my said
son and | am changing my son's surname from
BHOWMIK to SAHA and his name shall be
“WRIDHHIMAN SAHA" and not WRIDHHIMAN
BHOWMIK. That my son therefore be known as

Name Change

I, Sova Devi (old name) wife of Ma-
hesh Thakur, residing at 7, Brick|
Field Lane, Kolkata 700039, PS- Til-
jala, West Bengal, India, have|
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sobha Devi (new|
name), as declared before the notary|
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 22/08/2025. Sobha Devi (new|
name) and Sova Devi (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

1, Sk Manirul Islam (old name) son of]
Sk Nazem Ali, residing at VILL-
BHOTAR, PO- BARDHAMAN, PS-
BARDHAMAN, Purba Bard-
haman,713101, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sk Monirul|
Islam (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Sk Monirul Islam (new name) and Sk
Manirul Islam (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Ganga Ghosh (old name) wife of]
Late Monoranjan Roy, residing at
Newtown, Jhautala Rajarhat,
Gopalpur, P.S.- New town, Dist-
North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700157, West
Bengal, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be|
known as Ganga Roy (new name), as|
declared before the notary public at|
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
22/08/2025. Ganga Roy (new name)
and Ganga Ghosh (old name) both|
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

1, Mostura Bibi (0ld Name), Wife Of]
Borhan Sekh,Residing At Bagane|
para, Po &Ps-Katwa,Purba Bard-
haman-713130,West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mastara Bibi
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn|
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata|
On 23/08/2025.Mostura Bibi And|
Mastara Bibi Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change

1, Moslema Bibi (Old Name), Wife Of}
Jillourahaman  Sk,Residing Af]
Baganepara,Po &Ps-Katwa,Purba)
Bardhaman-713130,West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall|
Henceforth Be Known As Musina|
Bibi(New Name) Vide An Affidavit|
Sworn Before The Notary Public At|
Kolkata On 23/08/ 2025.Moslema
Bibi And Musina Bibi Both Are The|
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Sk Mohamad Moshin Ali (old name)
son of Shaikh Mohammad Ali, resid-
ing at 28M, Ekbalpore Lane, Kolkata-
700023, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Shaik Moshin Alj|
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 22/08/2025. Shaik Moshin|
Ali (new name) and Sk Mohamad
Moshin Ali (old name) both are same|
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Arup kumar Roy (old name) son
of Late Prasanta Kumar Roy, resid-
ing at R-110, Kamdahari Purba
Para, Kolkata, Garia, Dist.- South 24
Parganas, Pin- 700084, West Ben-|
gal, India, have changed my name|
and shall henceforth be known as|
Arup Roy (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Arup Roy (new name) and Arup
kumar Roy (old name) both are|
same and one identical person.

Canara HSBC Life
launches ‘EZ Pension Plan’

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Canara HSBC Life Insurance
Company Limited (“Canara
HSBC Life Insurance”) in
partnership with  Policy
bazaar announced the
launch of its newest offering,
the EZ Pension Plan. This in-
dividual linked pension plan
is designed to enable policy-
holders to achieve financial
independence in their retire-
ment years.

Name Change

I, SHAK ABED ALI (OLD NAME that|
mentioned in Aadhar Card), ABED
ALI(OLD NAME that mentioned in
PAN Card),ABED ALI SHEKH(OLD
NAME that mentioned in Voter
Card), S/0 SK NESHAR ALI , RE-
SIDING AT BANAMALIPUR, P.O-
BARASAT,DIST-NORTH 24
PARGANAS,WEST BENGAL-
700125, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as|
SK ABED ALI (NEW NAME) as de-
clared before the First Class Judicial
Magistrate Barasat Court, North 24|
Parganas, West Bengal vide affi-
davit no 5889 Dated 11/08/2025.
SHAK ABED ALI (OLD NAME),
ABED ALI(OLD NAME), ABED ALI
SHEKH(OLD NAME) and SK ABED
ALI (NEW NAME) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change

I, SAJNA BIBI (OLD NAME that|
exists in Aadhar Card), W/0- MD
ALFAZ UDDIN D/O LATE ALOK
MITRA , RESIDING AT PIONEER|
PARK COLONY, P.0O-BARASAT,P.S-
BARASAT,DIST-NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS,WEST BENGAL-700124,
that converted my religion from
Islam to Hinduism on 23/06/2025)
and have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as|
ANKITA MITRA (NEW NAME) as
declared before the First Class Ju-
dicial Magistrate Barasat Court,
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
vide affidavit no 3969 Dated
23/06/2025. SAJNA BIBI (OLD
NAME), and ANKITA MITRA|
(NEW NAME) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, KRISHNA DAS (OLD NAME),
D/O- SHACHINDRA NATH DAS,
W/0 SAHIN MONDAL , RESIDING
AT VILL+P.O- SANGRAMPUR,P.S-
BASIRHAT,DIST-NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS,WEST BENGAL-743422,
that converted my religion from
Hinduism to Islam on 08/09/2024
and have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as|
TAMANNA SULTANA (NEW NAME)
as declared before the First Class|
Judicial Magistrate Barasat Court,
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
vide affidavit no 9808 Dated
11/08/2025. KRISHNA DAS (OLD
NAME), and TAMANNA SULTANA|
(NEW NAME) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, Manjura Bibi (old name) wife of]
Safikul Gazi, residing at Vill- Uttar|
Mamudpur, P.O.- Taki Mamudpur,
P.S.- Hingalganj, Dist.- North 24
Pargnas, Pin- 743435, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as Man-
jura Gazi (new name), as declared|
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Manjura Gazi (new name) and
Manjura Bibi (old name) both are|
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, JOYTI GOUR (OLD NAME), D/O-
GANGA GOUR, W/O ENJAMUL|
HAQUE , RESIDING AT VILL-MAN-
DALGANTHI, P.O- BAMAN-
GACHHI,P.S-DUTTAPUKUR|
JDIST-NORTH 24 PARGANAS,WEST]
BENGAL-743248, that converted|
my religion from Hinduism to Islam
on 22/06/2025 and have changed|
my name and shall henceforth be
known as FARHANA KHATUN
(NEW NAME) as declared before
the First Class Judicial Magistrate
Barasat Court, North 24 Parganas,
West Bengal vide affidavit No 9790
Dated 11/08/2025. JOYTI GOUR
(OLD NAME), and FARHANA
KHATUN (NEW NAME) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

1, Taslima Bibi (old name) daughter|
of Kasem Gazi, residing at Vill-
Chakpatli, P.O.- Patli Khanpur, P.S.-
Hasnabad, Dist.- North 24 Pargnas,
Pin- 743426, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall|
henceforth be known as Tachlima
Biswas (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Tachlima Biswas (new name) and|
Taslima Bibi (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mohammad Magbool Khan (old
name) son of Nur Mohammad
Khan, residing at New Muslim Para,
Sagarbhanga Durgapur, Paschim|
Bardhaman, 713219, P.S.- Coke
Oven, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Makbul Khan
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 22/08/2025. Makbul
Khan (new name) and Mohammad,|
Magbool Khan (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Running of Festival
Special Trains

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To clear extra rush of the pas-
sengers during festive season,
it has been decided to run
Special trains as per following
schedule:

08865/08866 NSCB Itwari-
Shalimar-NSCB Itwari Special:
08865 NSCB Itwari-Shalimar
Special will leave NSCB Itwari
from 27.09.2025 to
01.10.2025 at 17:10 hrs and
will reach Shalimar at 14:00
hrs, the next day. In the return
direction, 08866 Shalimar-
NSCB Itwari Special will leave
Shalimar from 28.09.2025 to
02.10.2025 at 18:00 hrs and
will arrive NSCB Itwari at
15:35 hrs, the next day.

The Special train will have
stoppages at Jharsuguda,
Rourkela, Chakradharpur,
Tatanagar, Kharagpur and
Santragahi in SER jurisdic-
tion.

03465/03466 Malda Town-
Digha-Malda Town Special:
03465 Malda Town-Digha
Special will leave Malda Town
on every Saturday from
27.09.2025 to 29.11.2025 at
13:10 hrs and will reach
Digha at 23:00 hrs, the same
day. In the return direction,
03466 Digha-Malda Town
Special will leave Digha on
every Saturday from
27.09.2025 to 29.11.2025 at
23:40 hrs and will arrive
Malda Town at 09:20 hrs, the

next day.

The Special train will have
stoppages at Andul, Mecheda,
Tamluk and Kanthi in SER ju-
risdiction.

08109/08110 Shalimar-Patna-
Shalimar Special: 08109 Shal-
imar-Patna Special will leave
Shalimar on every Saturday
from 18.10.2025 to
01.11.2025 at 21:55 hrs and
will reach Patna at 08:00 hrs,
the next day. In the return di-
rection, 08110 Patna-Shali-
mar Special will leave Patna
on every Sunday from
19.10.2025 to 02.11.2025 at
10:40 hrs and will arrive Shal-
imar at 01:30 hrs, the next
day. The Special train will stop
at Santragachi in SER jurisdic-
tion.

08845/08846 Santragachi-
Charlapalli-Santragachi Spe-
cial: 08845 Santragachi-
Charlapalli Special will leave
Santragachi on every Friday
from 19.09.2025 to
03.10.2025 at 14:55 hrs and
will reach Charlapalli at 16:00
hrs, the next day. In the return
direction, 08846 Charlapalli-
Santragachi Special will leave
Charlapalli on every Saturday
from 20.09.2025 to 04.10.
2025 at 19:50 hrs and will ar-
rive Santragachi at 23:55 hrs,
the next day. The Special train
will have stoppages at
Kharagpur and Baleshwar in
SER jurisdiction.

Siliguri readies SOP to
collate tenants' details

MI News Service, Siliguri:
The Siliguri Metropolitan
Police will launch a mech-
anism on Saturday to keep
detailed records of people
staying in rented accom-
modations in the city.
Mayor Gautam Deb
said on Thursday that the
mechanism or an SOP
(standard operating proce-
dure) had been readied in
association with the Silig-
uri Municipal Corporation
(SMC) to ensure that the
police and the civic body
had complete information
about tenants. “For the
past three months, the po-
lice, along with us, have
been working on the mech-
anism. It will be formally
launched on August 9. The
principal aim of developing
the SOP is to ensure that
we have detailed informa-
tion about tenants,” Deb
told media persons. The
mayor said the initiative
would be implemented
through the borough of-
fices of the SMC. “All coun-
cillors will be requested to
take a proactive role to en-
sure that information
about each tenant in their
respective wards is shared
with the police and the
civic body,” he added. The
decision to implement the
mechanism was made at a
meeting of the mayor-in-

council on July 7 and was
passed at the monthly
board meeting of the civic
body on July 30, Deb said.
The announcement
from the mayor comes
shortly after two women
residing in ward 17, where
he also stays, were accused
of making racist and
derogatory remarks
against girls who stay in a
rented accommodation.
The incident led to
protests, and the police
had to register a case and
arrest the duo. They are
out on bail now. “The
house owners who let out
their properties should also
be alert. They should have
complete details about
their tenants, like their
permanent address, en-
gagements and the pur-
pose of the stay. This is
necessary as there has
been no census after 2011
and hundreds of people
come and stay in Siliguri
on different errands,” the
mayor said. Asked about
the Hakimpara incident, he
said: “It was a stray inci-
dent. We welcome all those
who come and stay here,
and try to ensure their
safety. But attempts were
made from some quarters
to play divisive politics by
referring to the incident.
This is unacceptable.”

WRIDHHIMAN SAHA for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE

|, Afsana Khatun, W/o, Md
Tipu Sultan, Of 14/A, J.L.N.
Sarani, Konnagar, Hooghly,
712235, W.B., Hereby Declare
That | Have Changed My
Name From Afsana Khatoon
To Afsana Khatun And
Hereafter Be Known As
Afsana Khatun, Vide Affidavit
No. 18743 Dated 18/8/2025
Before The Hon'ble 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate At
Alipore Court, Kolkata, W.B.

NAME CHANGE

I, Md Abdul Karim, S/o, Late
Md Sultan, Of 14/A, J.L.N.
Sarani, Konnagar, Hooghly,
712235, W.B., Hereby Declare
That | Have Changed My
Name From Md Kayum
To Md Abdul Karim And
Hereafter Be Known As Md
Abdul Karim, Vide Affidavit
No. 18742, Dated 18/8/2025
Before The Hon'ble 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate At
Alipore Court, Kolkata, W.B.

Name Change

I, Sabnam Bibi (old name) wife of
Habib Ali Laskar, residing at Chak|
Moukhali, Nodakhali, South 24
Parganas, Pin- 700137, West Ben-|
gal, India, have changed my name|
and shall henceforth be known as|
Sabnam Parvin Laskar (new|
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 22/08/2025. Sabnam
Parvin Laskar (new name) and|
Sabnam Bibi (old name) both are|
same and one identical person.

Name Change

1, Rabihul Haque Mondal (old name)
son of Mujit Mandal, residing at Vill-
Purba Simulia, P.0.- Simla Durga-
pur, P.S.- Baduria, Dist.- North 24
Parganas, Pin- 743401, West Ben-|
gal, India, have changed my name|
and shall henceforth be known as|
Rabihul Hoque Mondal (new name),
as declared before the notary public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
22/08/2025. Rabihul Hoque Mondal
(new name) and Rabihul Haque|
Mondal (old name) both are same|
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mujet Mondal (old name) son of]
Abdul Latib Mandal, residing at Vill-
Purba Simulia, P.O.- Simla Durgapur,
P.S.- Baduria, Dist.- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743401, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Mujit|
Mandal (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Mujit Mandal (new name) and Mujet|
Mondal (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mohammad Ayuph Khan (old
name) son of Makbul Khan, residing
at New Muslim Para, Sagarbhanga|
Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman,
713219, P.S.- Coke Oven, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as|
Ayuph Khan (new name), as de-
clared before the notary public at|
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
22/08/2025. Ayuph Khan (new
name) and Mohammad Ayuph
Khan (old name) both are same and|
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Anusri Ghosh and Anushree
Ghosh (old names) wife of Suva-|
moy Ghosh, residing at 4, Eden
Park Lane, Manushpur, Hooghly -
712123, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Anushri
Ghosh (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 22/08/2025.
Anushri Ghosh (new name) and
Anusri Ghosh and Anushree Ghosh
(old names) all are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Nematullah Mohammad (old
name) son of Late Hafiz
Md.Khalil, residing at 35A,
DR.SUDHIR BOSE ROAD, WAT-
GANJ, KOLKATA-700023, West
Bengal, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md.Nematullah Rah-
mani (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated
22/08/2025. Md.Nematullah Rah-
mani (new name) and Nematullah
Mohammad (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Exide envisages invest-
ing over Rs 1000 Cr

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Automotive and industrial
battery major Exide Indus-
tries plans to invest over
%1000 crore across its
lithium-ion and lead acid
battery businesses in FY26.
The company is looking at
commercial operation of its
lithium-ion cell manufac-
turing plant at Karnataka
within the ongoing finan-
cial year.

Responding to share-
holders’ query on capital ex-
penditure towards lithium
ion technology, Avik Roy MD
and CEO of Exide Industries
said that the company has
already invested over ¥3700
crore towards the first
phase of the lithium-ion
project.

“We will probably invest
another ¥600-700 crore in
this fiscal,” Roy said adding
that with this investment,
the requirement of phase 1
of 6 GWh (gigawatt hour)
capacity will be met. In
FY25, the company has
made capital investment of
around X1000 crore, and so
far in FY26 additional equity
infusion of 3400 crore has
been made increasing
Exide’s total equity invest-
ment in its subsidiary -
Exide Energy Solutions Lim-

ited — to X3702 crore.

“The development of
core infrastructure — includ-
ing pilot manufacturing
lines. R&D labs and testing
facilities — is at an advanced
stage, with commercial pro-
duction slated to commence
within the current financial
year,” Roy told sharehold-
ers. The company is also op-
timistic about its prospects
in the lead acid battery seg-
ment in FY26. “We are in-
vesting about X500 crore in
our lead acid battery busi-
ness as well as recycling
business,” Roy said. “Our in-
vestments in lithium-ion
technology, alongside the
continued strength of our
lead acid battery business,
position us well to meet the
evolving energy demands.
With India’s rapid growth
and the global shift toward
sustainability, we see excit-
ing opportunities ahead,”
said Sridhar Gorthi, chair-
man and independent direc-
tor, Exide Industries. The
company is also optimistic
about the growth prospects
of its storage solutions for
rooftop solar applications
and is also seeing growth
opportunities in the energy
storage requirement for
data centres.

Metro to run 284 Serv-
ices in Blue Line from
25.08.2025 (Monday)

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Metro will run 284 (142 UP
+ 142 DN) services in the
Blue Line from 25.08.2025
(Monday) instead of 262
services. To meet the de-
mand of commuters, Metro
Railway authorities are
going to increase Metro
services.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:

First Service:

At 06:50 hrs. from Noapara
to Sahid Khudiram (No
Change)

At 06:54 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
(No Change)

At 06:55 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Sahid Khudi-
ram (No Change)

At 06:55 hrs. from Ma-
hanayak Uttam Kumar to
Dakshineswar (No Change)
Last Service:

At 21:28 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Sahid Khudi-
ram (No Change)

At 21:34 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
(instead of 21.33 hrs.)

At 21:44 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dum Dum (in-
stead of 21.43 hrs.)

No change in services on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Eastern Railway to run
EMU Special trains be-
tween Katwa & Azim-
ganj and Katwa &
Ahmedpur

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To facilitate the passengers,
Eastern Railway’s Howrah
division has decided to run
one pair of EMU special
train between Katwa & Az-
imganj and another pair of
EMU special train between
Katwa & Ahmedpur w.e.f.
25.8.2025 on daily basis.
35061 Katwa - Azimganj
EMU special will leave
Katwa at 09:55 hrs. to
reach Azimganj at 11:25
hrs. and 35062 Azimganj —
Katwa EMU special will
leave Azimganj at 12:10
hrs. to reach Katwa at
13:40 hrs.

35041 Katwa — Ahmedpur
EMU special will leave
Katwa at 15:50 hrs. to
reach Ahmedpur at 17:15
hrs. and 35042 Ahmedpur -
Katwa EMU special will
leave Ahmedpur at 17:30
hrs. to reach Katwa at
18:55 hrs. Both the EMU
special trains will stop at all
stations enroute.

Industry groups warn
against expansive
telecom cyber rules

MI News Service, New Delhi:
In response to the Draft
Telecommunication (Tele-
com  Cyber Security)
Amendment Rules, 2025,
industry bodies including
Broadband India Forum
(BIF), Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI),
NASSCOM and CUTS Inter-
national have raised a series
of concerns in their submis-
sions to the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT).
The rules, introduced with
the stated aim of tackling
telecom-related fraud and
strengthening cyber secu-
rity, have triggered a wave
of criticism for what stake-
holders say is regulatory
overreach, increased com-
pliance burdens, and poten-
tial infringement on user
privacy.

The submissions challenge
the legal basis of the draft,
stating that the Telecom Act
and its associated rules are
applicable to entities offer-
ing telecommunication serv-
ices or holding authorisation
under Section 3 of the Act.
The stakeholders refer to
public statements by the for-
mer Union minister of com-
munications who had
clarified that Over-The-Top
(OTT) platforms and digital
service providers fall under
the IT Act, 2000, not the
Telecom Act. IAMAL in its
submission, stated, “The
Draft Amendments intro-
duce a new class of regu-
lated entities,
‘telecommunication identi-
fier user entity’ (‘TIUE’) and
defines them as any person
or entity, other than a li-
censee or authorised entity,
that uses telecom identifiers
for user identification or
service delivery. This defini-
tion is unqualified and will
cover nearly all digital plat-
forms or services that use

Howrah Division Enhances
Waste Segregation Facilities
Under Swachhata Abhiyan

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing

*Swachhata Abhiyan*,
Howrah Division of Eastern
Railway has taken another
step towards strengthening
cleanliness and environ-
mental sustainability across
its network. On 23rd Au-
gust, 2025, the Division en-
sured the provision of
*separate dustbins for dry
and wet waste* at impor-
tant stations including Ban-
del, Azimganj, Howrah,
Boinchi, Mogra, Srirampur,
and Rampurhat. The initia-
tive focuses on promoting
*waste segregation at
source* to maintain hy-
giene standards in station
premises, encourage eco-

friendly practices, and facil-
itate efficient disposal and
recycling of waste. Passen-
gers are being encouraged
to consciously use the des-
ignated bins to ensure ef-
fective cleanliness in and
around station areas. By in-
troducing these improved
facilities, Howrah Division
continues to reaffirm its
commitment to providing a
clean, healthy, and passen-
ger-friendly environment
while upholding the objec-
tives of the *Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan*. The Division also
appeals to the traveling
public to extend their coop-
eration in keeping the rail-
way premises clean and
green for the benefit of all.

Cancer menace in Bengal
needs more awareness; BOGS

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Breast Cancer is the com-
monest cancer in Indian
women accounting for
28.2% of all cancers. It’s a
major killer disease of In-
dian women causing an es-
timated 98,337 deaths in
2022. However, there is no
vaccination available to
prevent this cancer and
therefore available screen-
ing methods are the only
effective way to prevent
the deadly disease. This
data has been provided by
Bengal Obstetric & Gyne-
cological Society (BOGS).
The Bengal Obstetric &
Gynecological Society
(BOGS), a distinguished or-
ganization with a legacy of
89 years. With over 1,200
gynecologists in its mem-
bership, BOGS remains at
the forefront of promoting
the health and well-being
of women and girls, partic-
ularly those from under-

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Raja Modak, son of late Jagadish-
war Modak, residing at 9, Bazar
lane, Uttarpara, Hooghly-712258,
intend to purchase the property at
120, Rajendra, Avenue, Uttarpara,
Hooghly 712258 from Smt. Shya-
mali Mukherjee, daughter of Late
Niroj Kumar Mitra and heir of late
Shiba Rani Mitra, originals of Deeds,
Tax & Khajna Papers are not avail-
able and a missing diary lodged vide
no. 638 dt. 11.08.2025 at Uttarpara,
Police Station. Any person (s) having|
claim, right or objection regarding
the said property should notify the
undersigned at the above address or|
contact Mobile No. 8777701050
within 15 days of publication, failing
which the transaction will be consid-
ered free from encumbraneces.

ARNAB CHATTERJEE
Advocate
F/1897/2019

privileged communities.
KEY INITIATIVES AND
PROGRAMS

e Health Awareness Pro-
grams:

e Free Consultation and
Screening Tests:

-Blood tests for anemia
and Thalassemia
-Mammography for early
breast cancer detection
-Bone Mineral Densitome-
try (BMD) to assess post-
menopausal osteoporosis
-Cervical screening
through Pap smears and
VIA tests to detect cervical
cancer at its early stages
These programs will be of-
fered throughout the year,
with a focus on benefiting
women and girls from
marginalized and under-

privileged sections of
society.
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PUJA SPECIAL TRAIN

BETWEEN SEALDAH & PATNA

To clear extra rush of passengers during ensuing Puja, Diwali &
Chhath, 03135/03136 Sealdah-Patna-Sealdah Special
Train (Weekly) will run as per following abstract timings,
stoppages, days of run & composition :—

Sealdah - Patna |(03135) (03136)] Patna - Sealdah
Days of run| Arr. | Dep. Station Arr. | Dep. |Days of run
— |00.30]] seaidan [06.00] -

02.35|02.37 Bandel 03.58|04.00 Monday
04.00|04.02| Barddhaman |02.46|02.48
Sunday
06.55|07.05 Asansol 00.57|01.07
08.38|08.40 Jasidih 23.08|23.10
Sunday
15.00| - Patna T - |17.15

Category : Mail/Express.

The above special train will also stop at Naihati, Durgapur,
Chittaranjan, Madhupur, Jhajha, Jamui, Kiul, Luckeesarai, Mokama,
Barh, Bakhtiyarpur, Khusropur, Fatuha, Patna Saheb & Rajendra
Nagar stations enroute in both directions. Date/Day of run :
From Sealdah - 03135 on 05/10, 12/10, 19/10, 26/10, 02/11,
09/11 & 16.11.2025 (Sunday) = 07 trips and From Patna — 03136
on 05/10, 12/10, 19/10, 26/10, 02/11, 09/11 & 16.11.2025 (Sunday)
= 07 trips. Composition: AC 3-Tier — 04, Sleeper Class — 10,
General 2nd Class (GS) — 06, SLRD — 02 = 22 coaches.

Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

Eastern Railway
@EasternRailway [[] @easternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at :
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Satish Golcha ap-
pointed Delhi’s new
Police Commissioner

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Satish Golcha, who
was previously Arunachal
Pradesh director-general of
police, has been appointed
police commissioner of the
national capital. The ap-
pointment comes a day
after Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta was allegedly
assaulted by a man from
Gujarat during a Jan Sun-
wai at her residence.
Golcha replaces S.B.K.
Singh, DG, home guards,
who was holding the addi-
tional charge of commis-
sioner after Sanjay Arora
retired last month. Golcha
helmed the law and order
wing of the police during
the communal riots in
2020. Gupta wrote on X:
“When I was in college,
Papa gave me a car to
drive. One day, a big acci-
dent happened. I got scared
and became afraid to even
touch the car again. Then
Papa said accidents happen
in life, but you can’t stop out
of fear. You can’t stop walk-
ing on the path....”

Assam gets
its first 1IM

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Guwahati: Parliament
passed a bill to amend the
IIM Act to set up Assam's first
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment. Rajya Sabha members
from Telangana demanded a
similar institution in Hyder-
abad, a commitment made
under the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act in 2014.
Education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan intro-
duced the IIM (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, in the Rajya Sabha
and said the IIM to be set up
in Guwahati would start
functioning from the current
academic session. It will be
the 22nd IIM in the country.
The Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act, 2014, which
bifurcated undivided Andhra
Pradesh to create Telangana,
provides for the setting up of
several new institutions in
Telangana, including an 1IM.
However, the Centre is yet to
fulfil the commitment. BJP
member K. Laxman and
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) member Ravichandra
Veddiraju said the govern-
ment should take the step to
fulfil the long-standing de-
mand of Telangana. "There
is a demand for an IIM in Hy-
derabad. Let them consider
it," Laxman said. BRS Rajya
Sabha member K.R. Suresh
Reddy told that the decision
to deny the state an IIM for
the past 11 years amounted
to a violation of the 2014
law.v "We are not opposed to
the IIM in Assam. But an [IM
in Hyderabad is a commit-
ment by the Union govern-
ment under law. It should be
implemented," Reddy said.

SC takes suo motu note
of plight of cadets
during military training

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Supreme Court
has taken suo motu cogni-
sance of difficulties faced
by cadets, who were med-
ically discharged from mil-
itary institutes on account
of disabilities suffered dur-
ing training programmes.
A bench of Justices BV Na-
garathna and R Mahade-
van will be hearing the
case on Monday which was
registered on August 12
after a media Treport
flagged the issue of these
cadets, who were once part
of training at the nation’s
top military institutes such
as the National Defence
Academy (NDA) and Indian
Military Academy (IMA).
According to the media re-
port, there are around 500
officer cadets who have
been medically discharged
from these military insti-
tutes since 1985, due to
varying degrees of disabil-
ity incurred during train-
ing, and are now staring at
mounting medical bills with
an ex-gratia monthly pay-
ment that's far short of
what they need. It said at
the NDA alone, there are
around 20 such cadets,
who were medically dis-
charged in just five years,
between 2021 and July
2025. The media report
further highlighted the
plight of these cadets be-
cause as per rules.
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th Balakrishnan Nair and Group Captain Ajith Krishnan
with others during the unveiling of first look of the ‘Bharatiya Antriksh Station (BAS)’ on the occasion of the ‘National
Space Day’, at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi.

Bengal govt mulls new rules on
women's safety at workplaces

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a bid to
enhance the security of working
women, especially those on night
shifts, the West Bengal government
has drafted a set of new rules, in-
cluding the setting up of a mandatory
complaint committee in an organisa-
tion and installation of CCTV cam-
eras at workplaces, an official said.
According to the proposed rules,
night shifts would not be mandatory
for female employees of an entity,
and an organisation has to ensure
the safety of women even during
their travel to and from its offices at
night. The draft rules were intro-
duced ahead of the completion of one
year of the rape and murder of an
on-duty doctor at the state-run RG
Kar hospital. "Altogether 22 issues
have been identified in the draft
rules. It has been stated that the
night shift will be from 8 pm to 6 am,
and at least 10 women, or one-third
workforce,
whichever is higher, must be present

of the total shift

together," the official told.

he said.

It also proposed to make provi-
sions for resting areas and canteens
for female employees so that they
don’t need to leave the office prem-
ises, he said. "CCTV cameras are to
be installed at the entry and exit
points of the office as well as in the
corridors,"” he added. The proposed
rules also mandated the formation of
an internal complaints committee at
the workplace, which will enforce a
"zero-tolerance policy in cases of
sexual harassment", the official said.

The committee members will
have to meet every three months to
address such complaints. "As per the
draft, if they fail to do so, the com-
pany will be fined under labour laws,
and in certain cases, their opera-
tional clearances may be revoked,"

The draft rules also stated that
an organisation should ensure the
"safety of women even during their
commute to and from the office at
night", he said. "In this regard, the
vehicles used by female employees

hicles

for commuting must be brought
under GPS tracking, and the pres-
ence of a trained female security
personnel in those vehicles is man-
dated," the official said. All those ve-
must be
emergency alert systems, he said,
adding that an ambulance should
also be made available. For work-
place safety,
numbers must be prominently dis-
played in visible areas in offices.
"The authorities should also
communicate their safety policy in
the local language," he said. The
state has also sought suggestions
from various sectors, such as infor-
mation technology, health, transport,
and also from the police for the
safety of women working on night

equipped with

emergency contact

shifts, he said. Since the rape and

murder of a woman doctor at the RG
Kar Medical College and Hospital in
August last year, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has been emphasis-
ing ensuring the safety and security
of women at workplaces.

Stray dogs menace:
SC modifies judgment

Stray dogs roam at iodbf G&rd;en, in New Delhi.

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Supreme Court modi-
fied its August 11 direction
prohibiting the release of
stray dogs from shelters in
Delhi-NCR, ruling that ca-
nines picked up by munici-
pal bodies must be sterilised,
vaccinated, and released
back into the same areas. A
three-judge special bench
headed by Justice Vikram
Nath clarified that this ex-
emption would not apply to
dogs infected or suspected to
be infected with rabies, or
those displaying aggressive
behaviour. The bench, also
comprising Justices Sandeep
Mehta and N V Anjaria, said
the earlier order prohibiting
the release of stray dogs
from shelters “shall be kept
in abeyance for the time
being.” The court directed
municipal authorities to set
up dedicated feeding zones,
stressing that “feeding of
stray dogs shall not be per-
mitted on the streets.” It also
ordered that notice boards
be put up near these areas,
warning that persons found
feeding dogs on streets
would face legal action. Ac-
cording to the order, munic-
ipal authorities have been
directed to file a compliance
report, giving full details of
available resources such as
dog pounds, veterinarians,
dog-catching staff, and spe-
cially designed vehicles or
cages, as required under the
Animal Birth Control Rules,
2023. People who wish to

adopt street dogs can apply
to the municipal body. Once
approved, the selected dogs
will be tagged and handed
over to the applicants, who
must ensure the animals are
not left back on the streets.
The top court has also di-
rected that each individual
petitioner deposit Rs 25,000
and each NGO petitioner de-
posit Rs 2 lakh with the
Court Registry within seven
days. Those failing to do so
will not be allowed to take
part in the proceedings. The
money will go towards
building facilities and infra-
structure for stray dogs
under the local municipal
bodies. Anyone found ob-
structing the implementa-
tion of these directions will
face prosecution for interfer-
ing with officials carrying
out their duties, the court
order stated. Further, mu-
nicipalities have been asked
to set up dedicated feeding
zones for stray dogs in every
ward, based on the number
and concentration of dogs in
each area. Expanding the
scope beyond Delhi-NCR, the
court impleaded all states
and Union Territories in the
matter and transferred to it-
self similar petitions pending
before different high courts.
The case will be heard again
after eight weeks. Kolkata-
based advocate Akash
Sharma welcomed the SC
order as a landmark balanc-
ing between public health
and animal welfare.

10C & Al ink landmark pact

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (IOC) has signed a
landmark agreement to
supply sustainable aviation
fuel to Air India, represent-
ing a significant step to-
wards a greener and
cleaner aviation in India.
10C plans to begin produc-
tion of sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) from used cook-
ing oil starting December
this year at its Panipat re-
finery, according to Chair-
man  Arvinder  Singh
Sahney. The facility is ex-
pected to produce 35,000
tonne of green fuel annu-
ally, using waste cooking oil
sourced from hotel and
restaurant chains such as
ITC and Haldiram's. SAF is
an alternative fuel made
from non-petroleum feed-
stocks that reduces emis-
sions from air
transportation. It can be
blended up to 50 per cent in
conventional aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF or jet fuel),
depending on availability.
India has mandated 1 per
cent SAF blending in jet fuel
sold to international air-
lines from 2027. 10C signed
a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) which "out-
lines the shared
commitment of both parties
to promote the adoption of
low-carbon fuels in avia-
tion, support global decar-
bonisation goals, and
contribute to the transition
toward more sustainable
air transport operations," it
said in a statement.

The MoU was signed by
Shailesh Dhar, Executive
Director (Aviation), I0C,
and P Balaji, Group Head -
Governance, Regulatory,
Compliance (GRC) and Cor-
porate Affairs, Air India, in
the presence of Sahney and
Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson. "This collaboration
reaffirms I0C's role as a
trailblazer in India's energy
transition, bringing India
closer to a greener, cleaner
aviation future," the state-
ment said. IOC has become
the first Indian company to
receive ISCC CORSIA certi-
fication for SAF production
at its Panipat refinery.

The certification is
granted under ICAO's Car-

bon Offsetting and Reduc-
tion Scheme for Interna-
tional Aviation (CORSIA),
which establishes I0C's ca-
pability to produce SAF that
meets the most stringent in-

ternational sustainability
and lifecycle carbon emis-
sion standards.

Sahney said, "The sign-
ing of this MoU with Air
India represents a strategic
step in India's transition to
sustainable aviation. With
our ISCC-CORSIA-certified
SAF from Panipat, 10C is
ready to provide a sustain-
able fuel solution that will
help decarbonise air travel.
Partnering with India's
flagship carrier, we are
aligning national growth
with global climate goals
and setting a benchmark
for the industry." Wilson
said through this MoU, Air
India is committed to sup-
porting Government of
India's initiatives to pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment in the aviation sector
and to further its own sus-
tainability goals to achieve
the IATA net zero by 2050
target. By integrating certi-
fied green fuels into com-
mercial operations, I0C and
Air India are together rein-
forcing India's position as a
front-runner in sustainable
aviation and energy transi-
tion. "Through this MoU,
I0C and Air India aim to
collaborate on the supply of
SAF to meet CORSIA targets
and even exceeding them
for international flights, en-
suring a reliable, transpar-
ent, and sustainable fuel
supply to support both com-

panies' environmental
goals,” the statement
added.

In 6 yrs, 44,040 cos incorporated in
Bengal, only 1,742 shifted out: Centre

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The BJP’s relentless cam-
paign to portray Bengal as
“industry-averse” has fallen
flat after MoS Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Harsh
Malhotra, in the written
reply given in the Lok Sabha,
said that 44,040 companies
were incorporated in Bengal
in the past 6 years, while
only 1,742 companies shifted
their registered office from
Bengal to other states. The
data showed that about
7,500 companies have been
registered every year in Ben-
gal in the past six years. Be-
tween 2020 and 2025, over
40,000 companies have been
incorporated.  Trinamool
Congress Lok Sabha MP Bapi
Haldar quoted a reply by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
in Lok Sabha, which said the
number of registered com-
panies in the state had in-
creased from 1.37 lakh in

2011 to 2.50 lakh in 2025.
“On average, over 7,500
companies have been regis-
tered every year in Bengal
with over 40,000 companies
having been incorporated
from 2020 to 2025. It shows
Bengal means business, and
the BJP is misleading peo-
ple,” Haldar told the media.
Quoting state government
data, Haldar told the media
that 57 lakh new MSMEs
have been added in Bengal,
employing 1.3 crore people.
The number of MSME clus-
ters has increased from 49 to
654, and over 3,400 recog-
nised startups have been
launched in the last five
years. “Investors include
WIPRO, Cognizant, Infosys,
Reliance JIO, Airtel, Voda-
fone, ITC, L&T. There are 2.6
lakh direct employees in IT
Companies, 22 IT parks in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities run-
ning at 85 per cent capacity,”

Haldar added. Trinamool
Congress on X said that for
years, the BJP has been run-
ning a campaign to paint
Bengal as “industry-averse”
but now it’s a “bitter pill” for
the BJP to swallow. “For
years, they’'ve run a one-
sided smear campaign paint-
ing Bengal as but now, data
from their own Ministry
blows their lies to pieces. Ac-
cording to @MCA21India’s
reply in Parliament: The
number of companies with
registered offices in Bengal
has almost doubled from
1,37,156 in 2011 to 2,50,343
in 2025,” the party said.
“Under Smt. @MamataOffi-
cial, Bengal has witnessed a
wave of development the
BJP can’t match. So, they re-
sort to peddling lies, half-
truths, and propaganda to
hide their own miserable
record,” Trinamool Congress
wrote on X.

Parl panel rec-
ommends ter-
rain training to
avoid helicopter
crashes

MI News Service, New
Delhi: A parliamentary
standing committee recom-
mended terrain-specific
training to avoid helicopter
crashes and an in-depth
analysis to study plane in-
cidents not limited to
human error but also fac-
toring in procedures, train-
ing and technology.

The  department-re-
lated parliamentary com-
mittee, dealing  with
“Overall Review of Safety in
the Civil Aviation Sector”,
made several recommen-
dations while taking into
account the recent helicop-
ter accidents during the
high-risk Char Dham Yatra
ride and recurring opera-
tional risks faced by air-
craftt The committee
recommended that the civil
aviation ministry and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) develop
and enforce a uniform reg-
ulatory framework applica-
ble to all state-operated
helicopters and other air
services.

This framework must
ensure that such opera-
tions are subject to the
same rigorous central over-
sight, safety protocols, au-
dits and crew competency
standards as any other
commercial air transport
operator in the country.
Recognising the unique
challenges of Himalayan
flying, the DGCA must
make terrain-specific train-
ing and certification a
mandatory prerequisite for
any pilot authorised to op-
erate in mountainous re-
gions such as the Char
Dham route, it said. This
should include training in
high-altitude operations,
weather interpretation and
emergency procedures spe-
cific to the terrain.

India’s defence
production reaches
all-time high

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India's annual de-
fence production has
reached an all-time high of
Rs 1,50,590 crore in 2024-
25, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said. This
marks a growth of around
18 per cent over the previ-
ous fiscal's total of Rs 1.27
lakh crore. Under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India's de-
fence production has hit a
record high, Singh said.
"The annual defence pro-
duction has soared to an
all-time high figure of Rs
1,50,590 crore in the fi-
nancial year 2024-25."
"These numbers indicate a
robust 18 per cent growth
over the previous fiscal's
output of Rs 1.27 lakh
crore, and a staggering 90
per cent increase since
2019-20, when the figure
was Rs 79,071 crore," he
said in a social media post.

India to export oK tonnes
of fertilizers to Bhutan

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The National Seed Centre

(NSC), which functions
under ministry of agricul-
ture & livestock of the Royal
Government of Bhutan,
signed an agreement with
the Brahmaputra Valley
Fertilizer Corporation Lim-
ited (BVFCL), in Siliguri on
Monday to supply fertiliser
to the neighbouring country.

Established in 2002,
BVECL is a central govern-
ment undertaking operating
under the union ministry of
chemicals and fertilizers. It
is headquartered at Nam-
rup, Assam, and is a major
fertiliser provider across the
country. “The agreement
marks a meaningful mile-
stone in the continuing part-
nership between India and
Bhutan, and reaffirms our
shared commitment to cor-
dial cooperation in the field
of agriculture and allied sec-
tors, with particular focus
on ensuring the availability
of critical agricultural in-
puts, such as fertilisers, to
the people of Bhutan,” said
a senior official of BVFCL.

Yonten Gyamtsho, the
director of the department
of agriculture in the ministry
of agriculture & livestock of
Bhutan, led the Bhutanese
delegation. Satyajit Mishra,
the general manager of
BVFCL, led the Indian team.
“The agreement will also fa-
cilitate the seamless supply
of fertilisers from India to
Bhutan and will ensure that
farmers in Bhutan have
continued and timely access
to this essential agricultural
input. This, in turn, will sup-
port Bhutan’s food security
and productivity objectives,”
the official added. A source
said, as per the agreement,
BVFCL will export certain
varieties of fertilisers like
Urea, Suphala (a blend of ni-
trogen, phosphorus and
potassium), Single Super
Phosphate, Muriate of
Potash and Borax to
Bhutan. “From the 2025-
2026 fiscal year to the 2029-
2030 fiscal year, 5,000
metric tonnes of these fer-
tilisers will be exported to
Bhutan as per the agree-
ment,” said a source.

“ ! ‘u

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate questioned former In-
dian cricketer Suresh Raina
in an alleged illegal online
betting app-linked money-
laundering case. An ED offi-
cial said Raina’s statement
was recorded under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) as part of the
investigation into the sports
betting app 1xBet. “The
agency questioned him re-
garding his links with the
app, the endorsement fee
earned and the mode of
communication between the
two parties,” the official said.
The agency had recently
called representatives of
Google and Meta for ques-
tioning, as several illegal
betting apps have allegedly
swindled numerous people
and investors out of crores of
rupees, or evaded paying
taxes.

According to estimates
by market analysis firms
and probe agencies, there
are about 22 crore Indian
users of online betting apps,
of which about 11 crore are

Betting App: ED quizze; Suresh Raina

X4

regular users. Last month,
the ED had questioned actor
Prakash Raj in connection
with a money-laundering
case linked to the promotion
of illegal online betting and
gambling apps by several
celebrities. The agency has
widened its probe and is-
sued summons to several
prominent persons after
registering a case against 29
celebrities, including Raj,
Vijay Deverakonda, Rana
Daggubati and several social
media influencers and
YouTubers, for allegedly
promoting illegal online bet-
ting platforms. Sources said
several celebrities were sus-
pected of having “endorsed”
online betting platforms. The
agency is also examining the
financial transactions involv-
ing the celebrities who have
claimed they were unaware
of the true nature of the plat-
forms. “They allegedly pro-
moted these betting
platforms through online
pop-up advertisements, po-
tentially encouraging users
to engage in illegal gam-
bling,” said an ED official.
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MONSOON MAGIC:
TOP 5 RAINY SEASON

DESTINATIONS

IN INDIA

India's monsoon season transforms landscapes

into lush green paradises, offe
ing views, cool weather, and a

ring breathtak-
refreshing

atmosphere. Here are five stunning destina-
tions to explore during the rainy season.

Munnar, Kerala
Famous for its tea garde

falls gush with full force.

ns, rolling hills, and

misty valleys, Munnar becomes even more
enchanting during the monsoon. The rain
enhances the greenery and makes the water-

<

Cherrapunyji,
Meghalaya

One of the wettest
places on Earth,
Cherrapunji offers
spectacular water-
falls, living root
bridges, and cloud-
kissed landscapes.
The rains here create

Butter Chicken, also known as
Murgh Makhani, is one of the
most beloved Indian dishes. It
combines tender chicken pieces
in a creamy, spiced tomato-
based gravy, offering a rich and
comforting flavor.

Ingredients

For Chicken Marinade:
500g chicken (boneless, cut into
pieces)

3 tbsp thick yogurt

1 tbsp lemon juice

1 thsp ginger-garlic paste
1 tsp red chili powder

1 tsp turmeric powder

1 tsp garam masala

Salt to taste

2 thsp oil

For Gravy:

3 thsp butter

2 thsp ol

2 medium onions (finely

THE
CLASSIC
INDIAN
DELIGHT

Instructions
1. Marinate the chicken with

yogurt, lemon juice, ginger-garlic
paste, red chili powder, turmeric,
garam masala, salt, and oil. Mix

well, cover, and refrigerate for at

least 1-2 hours (preferably
overnight).

2. Heat oil in a pan and cook the

marinated chicken until 80%
cooked. Set aside.

3. In another pan, heat butter
and oil. Add onions and sauté
until golden brown.

4. Add ginger-garlic paste and
green chilies. Cook for 2 min-
utes.

5. Add tomato puree, red chili
powder, coriander powder,
cumin powder, and salt. Cook
until the oil separates from the

a magical atmos-
phere like no other.

Coorg, Karnataka

Known as the 'Scotland of India', Coorg is
wrapped in coffee plantations, lush forests,
and mist-covered hills. Monsoon makes the
region vibrant, with streams and waterfalls
coming alive.

Udaipur, Rajasthan

The City of Lakes gets a refreshing
makeover in the rainy season. The palaces
and lakes, especially Lake Pichola, look
breathtaking against the backdrop of rain-
washed skies.
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Lonavala &
Khandala,
Maharashtra
Popular hill stations
near Mumbai and
Pune, these twin
towns are at their
best in monsoon
with lush greenery.

chopped)

masala.

3 medium tomatoes (pureed)

1 thsp ginger-garlic paste
2-3 green chilies (slit)

1 tsp red chili powder

1 tsp coriander powder
1 tsp cumin powder

1 tsp garam masala

% tsp kasuri methi (dried fenu-

greek leaves)
% cup fresh cream
Salt to taste

Fresh coriander leaves for gar-

nish

6. Add the partially cooked
chicken pieces and simmer for

10 minutes.

7. Add garam masala, kasuri
methi, and fresh cream. Mix
gently and cook for another 5

minutes.

8. Garnish with fresh coriander
leaves and a drizzle of cream

before serving.

Butter Chicken

Butter Chicken, or Murgh Makhani, is one of India’s most

iconic dishes, loved worldwide for its rich and velvety flavors.

Originating in Delhi in the 1950s, this dish beautifully bal-
ances tender marinated chicken with a creamy tomato-based

gravy infused with aromatic spices. The buttery texture, mild
heat, and subtle sweetness make it appealing to both Indian

and international palates. Traditionally served with naan, roti,

or steamed rice, Butter Chicken is a perfect blend of comfort
and indulgence, making it a timeless classic in Indian cuisine.

WASHINGTON, DC: Researchers
discovered that early puberty or
childbirth doubles women's risk
for major diseases and acceler-
ates ageing, while later timing
offers protective benefits.

Genetic analysis reveals evo-
lutionary tradeoffs, where
reproductive advantages early
in life create health burdens
later. Reproductive timing mat-
ters when it comes to ageing and
age-related disease.

In a study now online at
eLife,, Buck researchers deter-
mine that girls who go through
puberty (the onset of menstrua-
tion) before the age of 11 or
women who give hirth before
the age of 21 have double the
risk of developing type 2 dia-
betes, heart failure and obesity
and quadruple the risk of devel-
oping severe metabolic disor-
ders.

The study also reveals that
later puberty and childbirth are
genetically associated with
longer lifespan, lower frailty,
slower epigenetic ageing and
reduced risk of age-related dis-
eases, including type 2 diabetes
and Alzheimer's.

Buck Professor Pankaj
Kapahi, PhD, senior author of
the study, says the public health
implications of the research are
significant.

"Even though women are
routinely asked about their men-
strual and childbirth history
when they receive medical care,
this information has rarely fac-

tored into the care they receive
outside of OB/GYN," said Pankaj
Kapabhi.

"These risk factors, whether
positive or negative, clearly have
a significant influence on a vari-
ety of age-related diseases and
should be considered in the larg-
er context of overall health,"
added Pankaj.

The research was based on
one of the most comprehensive
analyses to date, using regres-
sion analysis on nearly 200,000
women in the UK Biobank to

Representative photograph

confirm genetic associations.

"We identified 126 genetic
markers that mediate the effects
of early puberty and childbirth
on ageing," said postdoctoral fel-
low Yifan Xiang, MD, who led
the research.

"Many of these markers are
involved in well-known longevity
pathways, such as IGF-1, growth
hormone, AMPK and mTOR sig-
nalling, key regulators of metab-
olism and ageing," added Yifan
Xiang. While updated research
guidelines call for the use of both

GENETIC
EVIDENCE CON-
FIRMS EARLY
PUBERTY ACCEL-
ERATES AGEING,
DISEASE: STUDY

sexes in preclinical research in
mice, Kapahi says this current
study still challenges traditional
experimental design, noting that
most disease models use virgin
female mice, which may not
accurately represent real-world
ageing patterns.

"If evolution has shaped us to
prioritise early reproduction at
the cost of ageing, how can we
leverage this knowledge to
extend healthspan in modern
society? Kapahi asks.

"While we cannot change our

genetic inheritance, understand-
ing these genetic tradeoffs
empowers us to make informed
choices about health, lifestyle
and medical care," added
Kapahi.

The study also identifies sev-
eral genetic pathways that can
be manipulated to optimise
health for mothers as well as
their offspring.

Other Buck researchers
involved in the study include:
Vineeta Tanwar, Parminder
Singh, and Lizellen La Follette.
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India temporarily
suspends postal
services to US

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India, on Saturday,
August 23, temporarily
suspended postal services
to the United States as the
US-bound air carriers
have denied carrying
shipments due to a lack of
clarity in the new norms
issued by the American
customs department, the
Ministry of Communica-
tions said. However, serv-
ices will continue for
letters, documents and
gift items up to USD 100.
Under an Executive Order
issued by the US adminis-
tration on July 30, 2025,
goods valued at more
than USD 100 will be sub-
ject to customs duties in
the United States, effective
August 29. As per the Ex-
ecutive Order, transport
carriers delivering ship-
ments through the inter-
national postal network,
or other “qualified par-
ties” approved by the US
Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP), are re-
quired to collect and remit
duties on postal ship-
ments. “While CBP issued
certain guidelines on 15th
August, 2025, several crit-
ical processes relating to
the designation of “quali-
fied parties” and mecha-
nisms for duty collection
and remittance remain
undefined. Consequently,
US-bound air carriers
have expressed their in-
ability to accept postal
consignments after 25th
August, 2025, citing lack
of operational and techni-
cal readiness,” a state-
ment from the ministry
said. Following the devel-
opment, the “Department
of Posts has decided to
temporarily suspend
booking of all types of
postal articles,” destined
for the US with effect from
August 25, 2025 except
letters/documents and gift
items up to USD 100 in
value, it said. “These ex-
empt categories will con-
tinue to be accepted and
conveyed to the US, sub-
ject to further clarifica-
tions from CBP and
USPS,” the statement said.

Iranian, European
FMs to hold phone
call on nuclear issue

MI  News Service,
Tehran: Iran's Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi is scheduled to
discuss the country's nu-
clear issue in a phone
call with his French,
British and German
counterparts on Friday,
the official news agency
IRNA reported. The Eu-
ropean Union foreign
policy chief, Kaja Kallas,
will also take part in the
discussion, IRNA quoted
Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Esmaeil
Baghaei as saying.

Other issues on the
agenda include Iran's de-
mand for the removal of
sanctions and the ac-
countability of the Euro-
pean parties for the
Israeli-U.S. attacks on
Iran's nuclear facilities in
June, Baghaei said. Since
last September, Iran and
the three European
countries of France,
Britain and Germany
have held several rounds
of talks on a range of is-
sues, including Tehran's
nuclear program and the
removal of sanctions.
The latest round took
place in Istanbul,
Tiirkiye, in late July.
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dren at a school run by Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel), at Soura, in Srinagar. Tbe Jammu and Kashmir government on
Friday ordered the take over of 215 schools which were run by the banned Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel) and its affiliate
Falah-e-Aam Trust (EAT), to safeguard the future of the students enrolled in them.

SC halts eviction of over 2,000 Bengali Mus-
lim families in Assam’s Golaghat district

MI News Service,Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday ordered a status quo

on ongoing eviction and demolition
drives in Uriamghat and nearby vil-
lages of Assam’s Golaghat district, pro-
viding temporary relief to more than
2,000 Bengali Muslim families who
have lived in the area for decades.

A bench comprising Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Atul S. Chandurkar is-
sued the interim order while hearing a
petition that challenged the Gauhati
High Court’s refusal to protect the af-
fected residents. The petitioners ap-
proached the apex court after the High
Court dismissed their writ appeals and
upheld the state government’s eviction
measures. The families argued before
the court that they are long-settled res-
idents who have been in uninterrupted
possession of the land for over 70
years. They pointed to state-issued
documents such as ration cards, elec-
tricity connections, and inclusion in
electoral rolls as evidence of legal
recognition. According to them, the
eviction violates provisions of the Right
to Fair Compensation and Trans-
parency in Land Acquisition, Rehabili-
tation and Resettlement Act, 2013, and
the Assam Rules of 2015. They further

vacate.

contended that the state’s actions in-
fringe upon their fundamental rights
under Articles 14, 19, 21, 25, and 300-
A of the Constitution. Authorities, how-
ever, justified the operation by citing
the Assam Forest Regulation, 1891,
claiming that the villages fall within the
Doyang and South Nambar Reserved
Forests. Eviction notices issued in July
2025 gave residents just seven days to

This large-scale eviction is part of
one of Assam’s most high-profile oper-
ations, aiming to clear nearly 15,000
bighas (4,900 acres) of land in the Uri-
amghat area. Since June 2025, the
government has evicted over 3,500
families in five separate drives across

four districts, displacing nearly 50,000
people. The operations have often been
controversial. In Goalpara district,
where 1,080 families were evicted in
July, violence erupted on July 17 when
protests turned deadly. Police firing
killed a 19-year-old Muslim youth and
injured several others, including secu-
rity personnel.

The petitioners cited earlier
Supreme Court rulings that mandate
prior notice, fair hearing, and ade-
quate rehabilitation before displace-
ment. The case will now determine
whether the Assam government can
proceed with its eviction plans or must
reconsider its approach to long-settled
communities in forest areas.

Tourist Bus, With Indians
Aboard, Crashes On New
York Highway, 5 Killed

MI News Service, New York:
Five passengers aboard a
tourist bus were killed Friday
when their driver got dis-
tracted and crashed on a New
York state highway, police
said. The wreck happened 25
miles (40 kilometers) east of
Buffalo as the tourists headed
back to New York City after
visiting Niagara Falls. The
passengers were of Indian,
Chinese and Filipino origin,
authorities said. "It's believed
the operator became dis-
tracted, lost control, over cor-
rected and ended up... over
there," said New York state
police commander major
Andre Ray at the scene Fri-
day evening, giving the toll for
the first time. No one else was
in a life-threatening condi-
tion, Ray said. Several pas-
sengers received medical
treatment and were released.
Fifty-four people were on the
bus when it crashed and no
children were killed, US
media reported, contradict-
ing an earlier police briefing.
The bus had traveled to Niag-
ara Falls, on the border with

Canada, for the day and was
heading home when the acci-
dent took place on a highway
near Pembroke. - Mechanical
error 'ruled out' - "Mechani-
cal error was ruled out as
well as impairment or intoxi-
cation," said Ray, who added
that no charges had been
brought. Translators were
sent to the scene to help com-
municate with the victims.
Eight helicopters were in-
volved in the rescue effort,
Margaret Ferrentino, presi-
dent of Mercy Flight, a non-
profit  provider of air
ambulance services, told AFP.
"The driver is alive and well -
- we're working with him. We
believe we have a good idea
of what happened, why the
bus lost control. We just want
to make sure that all the de-
tails are thoroughly vetted," a
police spokesman said ear-
lier. State Governor Kathy
Hochul said her team was co-
ordinating with state police
and local officials "who are
working to rescue and pro-
vide assistance to everyone
involved."

Pakistan gears up for
dhaka rendezvous with
Bangladesh hardliners

MI News Service, Islamabad: India will be closely watching
the developments in the neighbourhood this weekend as
Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar are scheduled to be in Dhaka for a three-day
visit. Although initially scheduled for April this year, the visit
was postponed due to the hammering that Pakistan re-
ceived during Op Sindoor which was launched in the after-
math of the heinous terror attack in Pahalgam in Jammu
and Kashmir. Bangladesh's Interim Government's Foreign
Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain told Bangladesh Daily Pro-
thom Alo, "Like with many other countries, we are trying
to establish a normal relationship with Pakistan, focusing
on trade, investment, and facilitating people's movement.
In the past, an unnecessary atmosphere of hostility was cre-
ated. We have moved away from that. But while seeking
normal ties, the three unresolved issues remain on the
table." Ishaq Dar is scheduled to meet a host of leaders
from across the political spectrum in Bangladesh including
Chief Adviser of the Interim Government of Bangladesh
Muhammad Yunus, Foreign Affairs Advisor Touhid Hossain
and Begum Khaleda Zia, Chairperson of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and former Prime Minister. The concern-
ing part is Ishaq Dar's meeting with leaders of the Jamaat-
E-Islami Bangladesh, a hardline radical Islamic group
which has openly taken an anti-India stance and has been
blamed in the past for suppression of minorities and was
banned by previous governments in Bangladesh for alleged
terror links. The current administration in Bangladesh led
by Yunus, has been trying to build close ties with Pakistan
despite the tumultuous history and the violent and brutal
atrocities committed by the Pakistan Army during the lib-
eration struggle.

Nearly 62,300 Palestinians
killed, famine deepens

MI News Service, Gaza: At
least 62,263 Palestinians
have been killed in Israel’s
genocidal war on the Gaza
Strip since October 2023,
the Health Ministry in the
besieged enclave said on
Friday. A statement from
the ministry said 71 people
were killed and 251 were
injured in the past 24 hours,
bringing the total number of
injuries to 157,365.

The ministry also re-
ported two new deaths from
starvation and malnutrition,
including a child, raising the
total famine-related deaths
to 273, among them 112
children. “Many victims re-
main trapped under rubble
or in the streets,” the min-

istry said, noting that rescue
teams are still unable to
reach them due to ongoing
Israeli bombardment and
lack of equipment.

Since March 18, when
Israel resumed its military
campaign after breaking a
ceasefire and prisoner ex-
change agreement, the
health ministry said 10,717
Palestinians have been
killed and 45,324 injured.
Meanwhile, Israeli forces
continue to target civilians
seeking humanitarian aid.
In the past 24 hours, 24
people were killed and 133
more injured in such at-
tacks. According to the min-
istry, 2,060 Palestinians
have been killed and 15,197

injured while seeking aid
since May 27. Israel’s full
blockade of the Gaza Strip,
in place since early March,
has created catastrophic
conditions for the enclave’s
2.4 million residents, lead-
ing to famine, widespread
disease, and the collapse of
essential services. Last No-
vember, the International
Criminal Court issued arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and former De-
fense Minister Yoav Gallant
for war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Gaza.
Israel also faces a genocide
case at the International
Court of Justice over its war
on the enclave.

Language terrorism
must be stopped:
Kamruzzaman

\
|

Nurul Islam Khan

Bengali students are not
safe in Kolkata, expressed
concern All India Muslim
Personal Law Board mem-
ber Mohammad Kamruzza-
man. Recently, residents of
Calcutta University's
Carmichael Hostel were at-
tacked in Sealdah for
speaking Bengali. He ex-
pressed strong anger
against those who abused
and beat them for being
Muslims and labeled them
as Bangladeshis and Ro-
hingyas, demanding strict
and exemplary punishment
for those responsible. He
said that the administration
should take more sincere
steps in this regard. He as-
sured the students to stand
by them to prevent this lan-
guage terrorism.

UAE condemns Israeli
settlement plan

MI News Service, Abu Dhabi:
The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on Friday condemned
Israel's newly-announced
settlement plan in the occu-
pied West Bank and its ongo-
ing military operations in the
Gaza Strip. The Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement that
the measures were "serious
violations of international law
and relevant UN resolutions”
and posed a grave threat to
regional and international ef-
forts to achieve peace and es-
tablish an independent
Palestinian state. It warned
of "catastrophic conse-
quences” from continued
hostilities, saying they would
worsen the humanitarian
crisis and endanger regional
security. The UAE urged an
immediate halt to settlement
expansion and military oper-
ations and called on the in-
ternational community to act
to stop the violations and
launch a credible political
process leading to lasting
peace. Israel this week an-
nounced plans to build thou-
sands of new settlement
units in the West Bank, a
move widely criticized by the
international community as a
major obstacle to a two-state
solution.

If we need to struggle a hit for statehood, we will: Omar Abdullah

MI News Service, New Delhi:
With the hopes for restoration of
statehood to Jammu and Kash-
mir during the Monsoon Session
dashed, Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on Friday said the de-
mand for statehood would now
be pursued with renewed deter-

mination.

“Leave it now, the hope has
gone, the water has crossed over.
We will start our process from
” Abdullah remarked, ex-
pressing disappointment that
promises made to the people had
not been acted upon. “If we need
to struggle and work harder,
then that is what we will do,” he

here,

and ministers.

ernment’s work

added. The National Conference
leader made these comments
while attending the 56th Raising
Day celebrations of Sainik School
in Nagrota, where he also inau-
gurated the Triveni Girls Hostel.

Abdullah also accused the
Centre of selectively targeting
opposition leaders through three
proposed bills concerning the
prime minister, chief ministers,
“So far,
cases registered and arrests
made, only opposition members
have been targeted. If this step is
genuinely to end corruption,
then what impact has the gov-
since

in all

A

2014

achieved?” he asked.

The chief minister clarified
that he does not view laws them-
selves as inherently harmful but

stressed that their misuse makes
them dangerous. “I want to re-
mind my friends in the BJP that
they will not remain in power
forever. The very laws they are
misusing today could tomorrow
be used against their own peo-
ple. Playing with the law will not
benefit the country,” he cau-
tioned.

Abdullah said the issue was
now before a parliamentary
committee, and his party would
wait for the outcome. On the
sacking of two government em-
ployees over alleged terror links,
he distanced his government
from the decision, saying, “This

is something you will have to ask
the Raj Bhavan about — we have
no role in it.”

He also addressed relief
measures following a recent
cloudburst in the region.
now, we are providing as much
relief as we can. If, after assess-
ment, more relief is required, we
will provide that as well,” Abdul-
lah assured. By reaffirming his
commitment to statehood and
cautioning against misuse of
laws, Abdullah positioned him-
self firmly as both a critic of the
Centre’s policies and an advocate
for Jammu and Kashmir’s demo-
cratic rights.

“For

Missile launched from
Yemen falls in central Israel,
no casualties reported

MI News Service.Sanaa: A
missile fired from Yemen
landed in central Israel
without causing casualties,
the Israeli military and
emergency services said.
The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) said the missile ap-
peared to have fragmented
in midair, with shrapnel
falling near Ben Gurion Air-
port on Friday, according to
Channel 12 News. Air raid
sirens sounded across cen-
tral Israel, including Tel Aviv
and West Jerusalem, after
smartphone alerts were is-
sued, Xinhua news agency
reported.

The launch came hours
after Israel said it inter-
cepted a drone fired from
Yemen toward villages near
the Gaza Strip. No damage
or casualties were reported
in that incident. Earlier on
Friday, the Israeli Air Force
said it struck energy infra-
structure used by Yemen’s
Houthi group in the capital
Sanaa. The Houthis later
claimed responsibility for
the attacks, saying they had
targeted Ben Gurion Airport
with a hypersonic ballistic
missile and drones in re-
sponse to Israel’s war in
Gaza. Earlier on Sunday, Is-
rael’s military intercepted a
missile fired from Yemen to-
wards  central Israel,
launched in apparent retal-
iation for an earlier Israeli
strike.

The missile triggered air
raid sirens in Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem and other cities,
sending residents into shel-
ters and safe rooms in the
afternoon as tens of thou-

sands rallied in the streets
demanding the release of
hostages and an end to the
war in Gaza. There were no
reports of casualties or
damage. “Following the
sirens that sounded a short
while ago in several areas in
Israel, a missile launched
from Yemen was inter-
cepted by the IAF (Israel Air
Force),” the military said in
a statement.

The Houthis, who con-
trol much of northern
Yemen, have launched mis-
siles and drones at Israel
and Israeli-linked shipping
since November, while Is-
rael has carried out retalia-
tory airstrikes on
Houthi-controlled areas, in-
cluding Sanaa and the Red
Sea port of Hodeidah.

Dharmasthala case: SIT
arrests whistleblower
over fake evidence’

MI News Service, Man-
galuru: In a major devel-
opment on Saturday,
August 23, the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) has
arrested the former sani-
tation worker turned
whistleblower in connec-
tion with the Dharmas-
thala case.

CS Chinnaiah alias Chinna
was presented before a
Belthangady court, the
same day of his arrest. The
SIT has sought 10 days
custody for further investi-
gation. The court granted
the request, officials
added. His arrest comes
after the protection under
the Witness Protection
Scheme was withdrawn on
Friday. An official from the
SIT said that the whistle-
blower was arrested for
“creating false evidence
and perjury.” The former
sanitation worker, who is a
Dalit, had appeared before
SIT chief Pranab Mohanty
on August 22 and recorded
his statement.

In another develop-
ment on Friday, Sujatha
Bhat came in front of the
media and stated that
Ananya Bhat, who went
missing from the temple
premises, is not her

daughter and is the child
of her friend.

On July 3, the former
sanitation worker claimed
he was forced to bury over
a hundred bodies, includ-
ing women and minors
bearing signs of sexual as-
sault and rape in Dhar-
masthala along  the
Nethravati river, between
1995 and 2014. He had
since identified 13 specific
burial sites in the temple
town of Dharmasthala.
Following the accusation,
the Karnataka government
constituted the SIT to
probe the allegations.

He had requested that
the bodies be exhumed in
his presence and alleged
that the victims bore clear
signs of sexual assault.

During the month-long
excavation, the SIT recov-
ered a skull and two
human bones, which were
sent for forensic examina-
tion. It was revealed that
the remains belonged to a
male. Veerendra Heggade,
the Dharmadhikari (tem-
ple head) and Rajya Sabha
member, denied all allega-
tions as baseless and ac-
cused a campaign
launched to malign the
image of the temple.
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GAMES

HOCKEY HARYANA CLINCH
15TH HOCKEY INDIA
JUNIOR MEN NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

2025 TITLE

JALANDHAR (PUNJAB) : Hockey
Haryana emerged as champions
of the 15th Hockey India Junior
Men National Championship 2025
as they defeated Hockey
Association of Odisha 3-2 in
Jalandhar, Punjab on Thursday.

Hockey Punjab won their
3rd/4th Place match against Uttar
Pradesh Hockey 4-3 in a shootout
after a 3-3 draw over the four
quarters to clinch the bronze
medal, as per a press release
from Hockey India.

In the final, both sides could
not be separated initially as they
exchanged possession but failed
to find an opening goal. In the sec-
ond quarter, Hockey Association
of Odisha showcased brilliant skill
by converting two successive
penalty corners courtesy of
Deepak Pradhan (17') and Pratap
Toppo (19') to take a comfortable
lead in the final. The scores
remained the same in the third
quarter, but Hockey Haryana
turned the game on its head in the
final quarter of the match.

Chirag (50") scored his side's
first goal through a penalty cor-
ner, and in the very next minute,
his teammate Nitin (51", 60')
scored a field goal to level the
game. Moments later in the final
minute of the match, Nitin skillful-
ly dribbled past two defenders
and fired a shot from distance to
score the winning goal for Hockey
Haryana and claim the champi-
onship.

In the 3rd/4th Place Match,
Uttar Pradesh Hockey scored
early in the first quarter as
Satyam Pandey (8') converted a
penalty corner to open the scor-
ing. Hockey Punjab replied with
two goals in the second quarter by
Lovenoor Singh (21') and Japnit
Singh (28', 59') to take the lead.
The third quarter saw the tide
shift to Uttar Pradesh Hockey as
Ujjwal Pal (48') and Fahad Khan
(57") scored to take the lead
again.

With seconds left on the clock.
In the last minute, Hockey
Punjab's Japnit Singh scored a
penalty stroke to push the game
into a shootout. Charanjeet Singh,
Lovenoor Singh, Om Rajnesh
Saini and Sunny were the goal
scorers for Hockey Punjab in the
shootout.

HOCKEY JHARKHAND HOLDS 12TH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING, KEY DEGISIONS ANNOUNGED

PC JHA

RANCHI The 12th Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of Hockey
Jharkhand was held at the
Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh
Munda Hockey Stadium,
Morhabadi, under the chairman-
ship of Hockey Jharkhand
President and Hockey India
General Secretary, Bholanath
Singh. The meeting saw the par-
ticipation of district presidents,
secretaries, and executive mem-
bers from across Jharkhand.
Wrestling Federation of India
President Sanjay Kumar Singh,
Treasurer SP Deshwal, Vinod
Tomar, and Mehrwan Singh were
also present.

Singh lauded district repre-
sentatives, terming the year a
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national championships, while
the sub-junior boys secured silver.
Eight Jharkhand players are cur-

For the first time, Jharkhand's

women's teams clinched gold
medals in all three categories -
senior, junior, and sub-junior - at

women's hockey camp, four of
them representing India at the
Asia Cup. National team captain
Salima Tete, hailing from
Jharkhand, was honoured with
the prestigious Arjuna Award this
year.

Hockey India League (HIL) match-
es and several national tourna-
ments. The upcoming state-level
junior women's championship
will be held in Khunti, while the
sub-junior women's event will
take place in Simdega. Tata will
host the men's junior and sub-
junior championships next year.

In recognitions, Sudhir Gola,
coach of all three victorious
women's teams, was awarded
Best Coach of the Year, while
Naval Tata Hockey Academy
bagged Best District Unit. To
boost hockey in districts with
fewer players - Jamtara, Dumka,
Godda, Pakur, and Deoghar -
hockey sticks and balls were dis-
tributed.

Singh said these steps mark "a
new chapter of excellence" for

landmark for Jharkhand hockey. rently

in the

senior Indian

Lionel Messi and Argentina’s World Gup-winning
S[Illﬂ[l set tll |]|ﬂv fI‘IBIIl“v in Kerala this November

:In a

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM (KERALA)
historic moment for Indian foothall fans,
Kerala is all set to witness one of the biggest

sporting spectacles ever. Kerala Sports
Minister V. Abdurahiman has officially con-
firmed that Lionel Messi and his FIFA World
Cup-winning Argentina team will play a friend-
ly match in the state this November during the
FIFA International Window.

Speaking  about the development,
Abdurahiman said on his official Facebook pro-
file, "Messi will come. Official confirmation
received through official mail that the Qatar
World Cup winning Argentina team including
Lionel Messi will arrive in Kerala for a friendly
match in the November 2025 FIFA
International Window."

https:/www.facebook.com/story.php?story_
fhid=1278874603693917&id=1000471416804
02&rdid=mh9iz5VcKooFRM62#

Messi's first visit to India was in September
2011, when the legend was here to play against
Venezuela in Kolkata, which his team won 1-0
at Salt Lake Stadium.

FIFA President Gianni

Last year, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan took to Facebook to announce that the
Argentina national team would visit Kerala this
year, adding that the eight-time Ballon d'Or
winner is also expected to join the team.

"Kerala is a land where football is
embraced with love and passion, transcending
the boundaries of nations and cultures. The
visit of the Argentina national team, the reign-
ing world champions, to Kerala next year is a
testament to our love for the sport, which cap-
tivates the world with awe. It is expected that
Lionel Messi, one of the greatest footballers the
world has ever seen, will also join the team,"
Vijayan stated.

Lauding the state of Kerala for its "love and
passion” for football, the Chief Minister said
that this "extraordinary gift" to the sports
enthusiasts of the state was made possible
through the persistent efforts of the Kerala
government.

He further added that this moment will res-
onate Kerala's name on the global sports map.

"This extraordinary gift to Kerala's sports
enthusiasts, which many considered impossi-
ble, was made possible only through the per-
sistent efforts of the state government. The
business community in Kerala has graciously
expressed their willingness to bear the finan-
cial costs. The Argentinian Football
Association, which maintained a favorable
stance from the beginning, is expected to make
an official announcement during their visit to
Kerala in the next one and a half months,"
Vijayan stated.

"This will be a moment when Kerala's name
resonates loudly on the global sports map. The
visit of the Argentina team will invigorate
Kerala's sports culture and the sports sector as
a whole. Let us unite with excitement to extend
a warm and heartfelt welcome to Messi and his
team," he added.

In 2023, Messi was crowned with the pres-
tigious Ballon d'Or award for the eighth time in
his decorated career on, an award that serves
as a reminder of his brilliance as he reaches
the final moments of his career.

With this award, Messi became the first
player from Major League Soccer (MLS) to win
the prestigious award. He represents the club
Inter Miami. He previously won the award in
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2019 and 2021.

The young boy from Santa Fe who made his
first appearance in 2004 has enjoyed a career
that can be deemed nothing short of a fairytale.

Ranchi successfully hosted

Jharkhand hockey.

SOUTH AFRICA GET DAVID MILLER
BOOST AS WHITE-BALL SIDES FOR
ENGLAND TOUR ANNOUNCED

JOHANNESBURG [SOUTH AFRICA]
Explosive left-hander David Miller makes his
return to the T20Is set-up following the
home series against Pakistan last year as the
Proteas announced the squads for the white-
ball series against England starting from
September.

The squad that has featured in the ongo-
ing white-ball series against Australia has
been strengthened by some major returns.
Miller's previous outing for South Africa
across formats came in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, when he scored a valiant cen-
tury in the semi-final loss against New
Zealand.

Also making a return to the T20I setup is
all-rounder Marco Jansen, who missed out
on the T20I series against Australia, as per
ICC. Meanwhile, Kagiso Rabada, who was
ruled out of the ongoing ODI series Down
Under owing to an ankle injury, has been
named in both the ODI and T20I squads for
England. South Africa is coming on the back
of an ODI series win against Australia, hav-
ing lost the preceding, closely-contested T201
series by a 2-1 margin.

The Proteas will play three ODIs and as
many T20Is against England, starting
September 2.

The T20I series presents a valuable stage
for preparation en route to next year's ICC
Men's T20 World Cup in India and Sri Lanka.

Series schedule:

1st ODI - September 2, Headingley

2nd ODI - September 4, Lord's

3rd ODI - September 7, The Rose Bowl

1st T20I - September 10, Sophia Gardens

2nd T20I - September 12, Old Trafford
3rd T20I - September 14, Trent Bridge

South Africa squads

ODI squad: Temba Bavuma (c), Toni de
Zorzi, Lungi Ngidi, Corbin Bosch, Keshav
Maharaj, Lhuan-Dre Pretorius, Matthew
Breetzke, Kwena Maphaka, Kagiso Rabada,
Dewald Brevis, Aiden Markram, Ryan
Rickelton, Nandre Burger, Wiaan Mulder,
Tristan Stubbs, Senuran Muthusamy.

T20I squad: Aiden Markram (c), Keshav
Maharaj, Lhuan-Dre Pretorius, Corbin
Bosch, Kwena Maphaka, Kagiso Rabada,
Dewald Brevis, David Miller, Ryan Rickelton,
Donovan Ferreira, Senuran Muthusamy,
Tristan Stubbs, Marco Jansen, Lungi Ngidi,
Lizaad Williams.

Having assembled a well-balanced squad,

Cape Town, Johannesburg,
Durban among venues in
South Africa for ICC 2027
Cricket World Cup

JOHANNESBURG [SOUTH
AFRICA] : Cricket South Africa
(CSA) has finalised the venues for
the 2027 ICC Cricket World Cup,
which it will jointly host with
Namibia and Zimbabwe.

CSA believes that the CWC
2027 presents a unique opportu-
nity to expand the reach and par-
ticipation of cricket across
Southern Africa, while showcas-
ing the region's rich cultural iden-
tity through a memorable and dis-
tinctly African event experience.
By introducing cricket to non-tra-
ditional areas, CSA aims to grow
the sport in alignment with its
strategic pillar of inclusivity and
access.

CSA, along with host venue
countries Zimbabwe and
Namibia, is now focusing its full
attention on delivering a bold and
unifying event across the host
cities, including Johannesburg,
Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban,
Ggeberha, Bloemfontein, East
London, and Paarl where 44
matches will be hosted with a fur-
ther 10 matches being hosted in
Zimbabwe and Namibia.

The board also announced the
ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2027
Local Organising Committee
Board (LOCB), under the leader-
ship of Independent Chairman
Trevor Manuel.

Manuel brings a rich back-
ground of government leadership,
where he led economic reform
and national development plan-
ning. His leadership reflects the
discipline and strategy essential in
both sport and board governance.

Manuel is supported by six
Independent Non-Executive
Directors, five Non-Independent
Non-Executive Directors, and
three Ex-Officio members, making
up the full Board. With 2027 fast
approaching, the Board has been
entrusted with organising a mem-
orable Cricket World Cup and
bringing CSA's vision to life. The
Board brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise across a range
of areas including finance, educa-
tion, law, and strategic thinking.

"24 years have passed since
the last ICC CWC tournament took
place on African soil. This makes
the 2027 CWC a sought-after
opportunity to create a unique
platform for attracting new fans
while engaging existing fans
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through digital innovation, con-
necting with the African conti-
nent, and the world," says CSA
President, Rihan Richards.

CSA Board Chairperson, Pearl
Maphoshe said: "CSA's vision is to
stage a global, inspiring event
which will reflects the face of
South Africa--diverse, inclusive,
and united. The tournament will
be vibrantly different in its style
and atmosphere, and its experi-
ences. It will provide players, fans
and partners with the most
unique, unforgettable experience.

"CSA offers its full support to
the appointed LOCB and is confi-
dent in their ability to successfully
deliver on the mandate set, ensur-
ing a seamless and impactful
event," he concluded.

CWC 2027 Local Organising
Committee Board of Directors

-Trevor Manuel, Independent
Chairman of the Board

-Johannes Adams, Non-
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Yunus Bobat, Non-
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Herman Bosman,
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Vuyani Jarana, Non-
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Nomfanelo Magwentshu,
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Dr Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Ravi Naidoo, Independent
Non-Executive Director

-Dr Stavros Nicolaou,
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Advocate Philip October, Non-
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Advocate Karrisha Pillay SC,
Independent Non-Executive
Director

-Unathi Matthew Tshotwana,
Non-Independent Non-Executive
Director

EX OFFICIO

-Pholetsi Moseki, Ex-Officio -
Chief Executive Officer CSA

-Tjaart van der Walt, Ex-
Officio - Chief Financial Officer
CSA

-Refentse Shinners, Ex-Officio
- Public Affairs Executive CSA.
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Infantino presents first
ticket of 2026 World Cup
Final to Donald Trump

WASHINGTON [US] : Ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup, FIFA
President Gianni Infantino presented US President Donald Trump
with the very first ticket to the tournament's grand finale. The final
is scheduled to take place in New York-New Jersey on July 19, 2026.

Trump's ticket, Row 1, Seat 1, Ticket No. 45/47, was handed over
during a meeting at the White House.

Sharing the moment on his official Instagram handle, Infantino
wrote, "Having announced that FIFA World Cup 2026 tickets will go
on sale for all 104 matches on Wednesday, 10 September 2025, it
was a pleasure to present the first ticket to United States President
Donald J. Trump at the White House.

"We look forward to hosting @realdonaldtrump at the showpiece
final on Sunday, 19 July 2026 in New York New Jersey, along with the
millions of fans who will unite to celebrate our beautiful game across
all the host cities in the United States, as well as in Canada and
Mexico," he said.

The 2026 competition will be the first World Cup held across
three countries, the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and the first
to include 48 teams. It will take place from June 11 to July 19.

Sixteen venues have already been chosen to host games, with 11
in the US, three in Mexico and two in Canada.

The cities officially selected to host World Cup matches in the U.S.
are: New York/New Jersey (MetLife Stadium); Los Angeles (SoFi
Stadium); Dallas (AT&T Stadium); San Francisco Bay Area (Levi's
Stadium); Miami (Hard Rock Stadium); Atlanta (Mercedes-Benz
Stadium); Seattle (Lumen Field); Houston (NRG Stadium);

Philadelphia (Lincoln Financial Field); Kansas City, Missouri
(Arrowhead Stadium); and Boston (Glllette Stadium).
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UP Yoddhas eye PKL Season 12 glory

LUCKNOW (UTTAR
PRADESH) : UP Yoddhas will
be aiming to put their best
foot forward in a bid to
secure the elusive Pro
Kabaddi League (PKL) title in
Season 12, according to a
release from PKL.

Since making their PKL
debut in 2017, the Yoddhas
have been one of the most
consistent teams in the
league, having qualified for
the Playoffs in every season
with Season 10 being the
only exception.

Under head coach
Jasveer Singh, the Yoddhas
were one of the standout
teams in PKL Season 11
after finishing third in the
league phase with 79 points,
which included 13 wins in 22
games. The Yoddhas later
defeated two-time PKL
champions Jaipur Pink
Panthers 46-18 in Eliminator
1, before they went down to
Haryana Steelers 25-28 in
the semi-final. The upcoming
PKL Season 12 will see the
Yoddhas continue with head
coach Jasveer Singh, who
has been part of their coach-
ing setup since Season 6
after serving in the Indian
Army for almost 25 years.
Defender Sumit Sangwan
will be leading the side along
with vice-captain Ashu
Singh. Having retained most
of their core squad before
the Pro Kabaddi Season 12
Player Auction, the Yoddhas
weren't the busiest at the
auction. Their total spend
was INR 4.970 crore to

strengthen their squad. With
that in mind, let's examine
the strengths and weakness-
es of the Yoddhas ahead of
Pro Kabaddi Season 12.
After emerging as one of
the most impressive teams in
PKL Season 11, the Yoddhas
have managed to retain most
of their players from the last
campaign. The likes of
raiders Bhavani Rajput,
Gagan Raju Gowda,
Surender Gill, Keshav
Kumar, Shivam Chaudhary,
right corner Hitesh, left cor-
ner Sumit Sangwan, right
cover Ashu Singh and right
corner Sahul Kumar will
once again don the Yoddhas'
jersey in the upcoming edi-
tion of PKL. The UP Yoddhas
have also retained the serv-
ices of their head coach,
Jasveer Singh, as a core
member, who has guided the
team to five playoffs in six
seasons. Furthermore, the
Yoddhas used their FBM

card to retain left cover
Mahender Singh for INR 20
lacs for one season. The UP-
based team also utilised their
FBM option to re-sign their
Iranian left corner
Mohammadreza
Kaboudrahangi to bolster
their defence.

The Yoddhas further
strengthened their squad by
roping in experienced raider
Guman Singh for INR 1.073
crore at the PKL Season 12
Player Auction. Since making
his PKL debut in Season 7,
Guman Singh has already
accumulated 559 raid points
in 81 matches, including 17
Super Raids and 26 Super
10s to his name. He could
play a significant role for the
Yoddhas in PKL Season 12.

UP Yoddhas have gath-
ered a squad that has cov-
ered most of their bases with
an aim to clinch their maid-
en PKL title in Season 12.
With the likes of Guman

Singh, Bhavani Rajput and
Gagan Raju Gowda in attack,
along with Hitesh, Sumit
Sangwan, Mahender Singh
and Ashu Singh in defence,
the Yoddhas have a balanced
squad that could be one of
strong contenders for the
PKL trophy.

One of the biggest weak-
nesses that UP Yoddhas may
have to deal with is the lack
of quality all-rounders in
their squad. Most of the
teams that have succeeded
in winning the PKL title gen-
erally tend to feature at least
one, if not more quality all-
rounders in their team.

While the Yoddhas have
Mahender Singh in the left
cover position and Ashu
Singh in the right cover posi-
tion, their backups don't
have enough experience in
the PKL, which could derail
their campaign if one of
them is injured, or not avail-
able for any other reason. As
a result, the likes of Sachin
Manipal, Gangaram and
Ronak will need to step up if
given an opportunity.

Despite being one of the
most consistent teams in the
PKL in recent years, the
Yoddhas have failed to capi-
talise their opportunities and
end their title drought since
joining the league in 2017.
However, the upcoming PKL
Season 12 could very well be
their season if they can make
the most of the balanced
squad that they have assem-
bled for the forthcoming
edition.

NATIONALS IN RANCHI
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RANCHI : Haryana wrestlers stamped their suprema-
cy on Day 2 of the 2025 Under-23 National Wrestling
Championship in Ranchi, sweeping multiple gold
medals in Women's Wrestling across 10 weight cate-
gories. With a commanding performance, Haryana
not only topped the medal tally in women's events but
also secured the 1st position in the State
Championship standings with 220 points, well ahead
of Maharashtra (164) and Uttar Pradesh (118).

The women's competitions concluded on Friday
with Haryana grapplers emerging champions in six of
the ten finals. The contests witnessed strong chal-
lenges from Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi,
but Haryana maintained a clear edge with depth and
consistency.

Results - Women's Wrestling (Day 2)

50 Kg - Gold: Hanny Kumari (HAR); Silver:
Chanchal (UP); Bronze: Madhuri (MP), Sweta (KTK)

53 Kg - Gold: Hansika (HAR); Silver: Juli (UP);
Bronze: Ishika (DEL), Hinaben (GUJ)

55 Kg - Gold: Ahilya (MAH); Silver: Shivani (MP);
Bronze: Nisha (HAR), Bhavika (GUJ)

57 Kg - Gold: Neha Sharma (DEL); Silver:
Ashlesha (MAH); Bronze: Saloni (HP), Anjali (HAR)

59 Kg - Gold: Dhanashree (MAH); Silver: Sarika
(HAR); Bronze: Tanu (PUB), Tannu Malik (UTKD)

62 Kg - Gold: Savita (HAR); Silver: Nitika (DEL);
Bronze: Yogita (RAJ), Pragati (MAH)

65 Kg - Gold: Pulkit (HAR); Silver: Bhoomi (UP);
Bronze: Apeksha (MAH), Pallavi (PUB)

68 Kg - Gold: Priyanka (SSCB); Silver: Kirti (HAR);
Bronze: Kirti Tushir (UP), Amruta (MAH)

72 Kg - Gold: Manju (HAR); Silver: Sakshi (UP);
Bronze: Vedantika (MAH), Diksha (SSCB)

76 Kg - Gold: Simran (HAR); Silver: Vedika (MAH);
Bronze: Kritika (HP), Anju (UP)

Team Standings (Women's Wrestling)

1. Haryana - 220 points

2. Maharashtra - 164 points

3. Uttar Pradesh - 118 points

With the women's competition wrapped up, focus
now shifts to the Greco-Roman category, which
begins tomorrow at the Morabadi Indoor Stadium,
Ranchi, featuring wrestlers across all weight divi-
sions.



