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Mamata Banerjee says 'Over 93 Lakh women 
in Bengal benefitted from Kanyashree scheme'

Country’s responsibility is to strengthen 
harmony to hold the nation together’, PM Modi

If Bengal was not there, India would not have
got Independence, says Mamata Banerjee

NOTICE

West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee is addressing a programme to mark the 12th Kanyashree Day.organised by the Department of Women &
Child Development and Social Welfare at the Dhono Dhanyo Auditorium in Kolkata on Thursday Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service , Kolkata : West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said a
record number of  over 93 lakh
women have so far  benefited from
the state government's one of the
most popular  projects called
‘Kanyashree’ scheme.

Taking to the social media
platform X this morning to mark
the 12 successful years of the pro-
tect, Mamata Banerjee said her
government has spent over Rs
17,000 crore in the last 12 years
to help women through this
scheme to tide over their financial

and other difficulties. .
"Today is Kanyashree Day. The

Kanyashree project has completed
12 years today. Many congratula-
tions to all the Kanyashree women
across the world, across the coun-
try, across Bengal. I don't think
there is any other government
project that has had such a big im-
pact on women's empowerment in
society in such a short time! That's
why it is so popular in the world -
it won the United Nations Public
Service Award, winning first place
among 552 projects from 62 coun-
tries," Mamata Banerjee said in

her post.
Kanyashree Prakalpa' is a tar-

geted conditional cash transfer
scheme which is aimed at prevent-
ing child marriage and retaining
girls in schools and other educa-
tional institutions.

In 2017, Kanyashree Prakalpa,
which is a targeted conditional
cash transfer scheme, received the
United Nations' highest award, the
first place for Public Service.

"I always think that a society
where women are not well off can
never be well off. Empowerment
of women is necessary for the de-

velopment of society. It is my pride
that today there are more than 93
lakh 'Kanyashree women' in our
state. Seventeen and a half thou-
sand crore taka has been handed
over to them under this project.
We don't just talk about women's
empowerment. We do it," she said.

The Chief Minister concluded
by saying, "I would like to tell all
the Kanyashree women to grow
up in life and make the face of the
country and the state shine. You
will one day build a world Bengal.
You will wear the crown of respect
on your heads in the world."

MI News Service, Kolkata:  West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said India
would not have got Independence if
Bengal was not there, as personali-
ties like Rabindranath Tagore and
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had
contributed significantly to shaping
the nation's destiny..

Speaking at a function here on
the eve of 79th Independence day
and  marking the 12th anniversary of
the 'Kanyashree' scheme, Mamata
Banerjee said Bengal is the beacon
of hope which stands for unity amid
diversity. "If Bengal was not there,
India would not have got Independ-
ence. Bengal's soil has produced em-
inent people like Rabindranath
Tagore,  Kazi Nazrul Islam and Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose. The na-
tional anthem, the national song and
the 'Jai Hind' slogan are all created
by these Bengali personalities in
Bengal”, she said.  . Mamata Baner-
jee's statement at this juncture as-
sumed an added significance as the
ruling Trinamool Congress has now
been leading a campaign centred
around Bengali 'asmita' (pride), al-
leging "language terror" on migrant
workers from West Bengal in BJP-
ruled states. Maintaining that an

overwhelming majority of the coun-
try's freedom fighters came from
Bengal, she said, "You will find that
almost 70 per cent of inmates of the
Cellular Jail (in Port Blair) were Ben-
galis. Freedom fighters from Punjab
came second." She told the school-
girls present in the programme, "To-
morrow is (79th) Independence Day.
I urge all of you  to discard narrow-
mindedness and divisive thoughts.
Bengal stands for harmony and unity
amongst diversity. We are always
strong and united”. She said those
who had entered the country after
the Partition are all Indian citizens.
"Only yesterday, I read about a fa-
ther accompanying his son to a
sporting event was not allowed ac-
commodation at a hotel in Noida for
speaking in Bengali. If we can hon-
our your languages, why can't you
respect ours?" she asked.

Chief minister Mamata Banerjee
also highlighted the "funds-depriva-
tion" for Bengal and criticised the
Centre for "curbing scholarships in
higher education".

"The UGC has nearly stopped
funding of all research activities in
Bengal. The state government is now
sponsoring those academic endeav-
ours with its limited resources", she

asserted. She also said there is a
need to learn many languages, in-
cluding English, but one should not
forget his or her mother tongue.
"The sweetness of Bengali is all-per-
vading," she said.

Earlier the Chief minister said so
far 93 lakh students have taken ben-
efit of the 'Kanyashree' scheme,
which is aimed at preventing child
marriages, and announced that the
number would surpass one crore
next year.

As part of the scheme, poor
schoolgirls in the age group of 13 to
18 are being provided Rs 1,000 an-
nually besides a one-time grant of Rs
25,000 when they turn adult, pro-
vided that they are engaged in an ac-
ademic or occupational pursuit and
remained unmarried. The CM said
her government has spent Rs 17,000
crore for implementing the scheme,
which has also received UN recogni-
tion. "Due to Kanyashree,  school
dropout rates of young girls at the
primary, secondary and higher sec-
ondary levels have  significantly
come down. Dropout rates at the pri-
mary level are zero," she said. The
aim of the government is to make the
youth self-sufficient and help them
stand on their own feet. 

This is to inform all our es-
teemed readers and well-
wishers that on the
occasion of ‘79th 
Independence Day’ our of-
fices will remain closed on
15th August, 2025. Hence
no edition of Morning
India would be published
on 16th August,2025. The
readers can access our
editions from 17th
Auguat,2025.

We also extend our 
‘Independence Day’ greet-
ings to all our esteemed
readers and advertisers

Editor, Morning India

Mamata Banerjee condoles
the demise of Vece Paes 

India tightens norms for
overseas citizenship

MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday expressed her
deep condolences at the
death of Vece Paes , a
member of the Bronze
Medal winning Hockey
team in 1972 Olympic who
also contributed in Sports
Medicine.   Vece Paes was
also the father of ace ten-
nis player Leader Paes
who also represented India
in a number of Olympic
and world tournaments
and won several medals
and laurels for the country.   

Remembering the con-
tributions of Vece Paes ,
Mamata Banerjee in a post
in her X  handle wrote
today “Saddened by the
demise of Dr Vece Paes,
member of the bronze
medal winning team at the
1972 Olympic Games. His
contribution to hockey and
sports medicine will be re-
membered. My condo-
lences to his family,
including Leander, his
friends and the members
of the many clubs of
Kolkata he was associated
with”. 

Massive 
cloudburst in
Kishtwar in 
J-K, 10 

feared dead
MI News Service, Jamuu:
At least 10  people  are
feared dead in a massive
cloudburst that struck a
remote village en route
the Machail Mata yatra
in Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Thursday, officials said.

The cloudburst hit
Chasoti, the last mo-
torable village en route
to the Machail Mata
shrine.

The annual yatra to
the shrine has been sus-
pended following the in-
cident as authorities
mobilised all resources
and are heading to the
scene to conduct a mas-
sive rescue and relief op-
eration, the officials said.

Prelimiinary re-
portys reaching here this
evening said at least 10
people, including some
women have died after
the massive cloudburst
hit picturescue village  in
the Paddar area of
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district on
Thursday besides wash-
ing away several houses
and domestic animals

This last village that
can be reached by road
on the way to the
Machail Mata shrine has
also suffered huge dam-
age after experiencing
the nature’s fury the re-
ports said adding that
the annual pilgrimage to
the shrine has since
been stopped  and all
available resources are
being sent to the area for
a massive  rescue and
relief operation, which
are underway.

Union minister Jiten-
dra Singh said he spoke
to Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar
Sharma, soon after re-
ceiving information from
the Leader of Opposition
in Jammu and Kashmir
and local MLA Sunil
Kumar Sharma.

In a post on X, Singh
wrote, "Massive cloud
burst in Chositi area,
which could result in
substantial casualty. Ad-
ministration has immedi-
ately swung into action,
rescue team has left for
the site. Damage evalua-
tion and necessary res-
cue and medical
management arrange-
ments being made. My
office receiving regular
updates, all possible as-
sistance will be pro-
vided." 

According to Singh,
teams have been sent to
the site to assess the
damage, carry out res-
cue operations, and pro-
vide medical help to
those affected.  The Of-
fice of the Lieutenant
Governor (LG) of Jammu
and Kashmir posted on
X, "Anguished by cloud-
burst in Chositi Kishtwar.
Condolences to bereaved
families & prayers for
quick recovery of in-
jured. Directed Civil, Po-
lice, Army, NDRF 

nn Continued on Page 6

MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has  stated that  Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day, which is observed annually on the eve of Independ-
ence Day on August 14, is a stark reminder of people's
enduring responsibility to strengthen the bonds of har-
mony that hold the country together. On this day, India
remembers the upheaval and pain endured by countless
people during that "tragic chapter of our history", PM
Modi said this here on Thursday in reference to the un-
speakable suffering as millions were forced to leave their
homes and lakhs of people are estimated to have died in
communal violence before the country got its Independ-

ence on August 15, 1947.The PM said on X, "It is also a
day to honour their grit... their ability to face unimagin-
able loss and still find the strength to start afresh. Many
of those affected went on to rebuild their lives and
achieve remarkable milestones."He said the partition in
1947 was a tragic chapter in the country’s history and in
order to remember that  India observes August 14 as
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day. “Remembering the
upheaval and pain endured by countless people during
that tragic chapter of our history. It is also a day to hon-
our their grit...their ability to face unimaginable loss and
still find the strength to start afresh.”, he said .

Security beefed up in
J-K ahead of 
Independence Day 
celebrations

MI News Service , Jammu / Srinagar : Security has
been intensified and tightened further across the
Jammu region since Thursday as a precautionary
measure with increased checking, patrolling and area
domination ahead of tomorrow’s Independence Day
celebrations, officials said. A massive multi-tier secu-
rity grid of the Army, BSF, and Jammu and Kashmir
Police has been kept on high alert along the Line of

Control and International Border to foil any nefarious
designs from across the border, they said. Quick Re-
sponse Teams (QRTs) of the J-K Police have been de-
ployed in Jammu city, they said, adding that checking
and frisking have been intensified at every entry and
exit points in every district and on important 

nn Continued on Page 6

MI News Service, New
Delhi : In a major move in
the midst of the current
citizenship row in the
country, the Ministry of
Home Affairs has an-
nounced a set of new rules
for overseas citizens of
India that may impact
their future registration or
cancellation.

In a gazette notification
issued on Thursday, India
has stated that OCI cards
and registrations will be
subject to cancellation if
an individual faces crimi-
nal charges or convictions.

Section 7D of the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955 (57 of
1955), the central govern-
ment hereby states that an
Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) registration shall be
liable to get cancelled
when a person has been
sentenced to imprison-
ment for a term of two
years and above or has
been charge-sheeted for
an offence entailing pun-
ishment of imprisonment
for seven years or more,"
read the notification issued
by MHA. As per the MHA
notification, an OCI regis-
tration or card is liable for
cancellation “if  the card-
holder has been sentenced
to jail for a term of two
years or more, If the card-
holder has been charge-
sheeted for an offence that
carries a punishment of
seven years or
more”.These new rules
will help tighten the
framework around OCI
registration., the notifica-

tion said . The Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) card
allows Indian-origin for-
eign nationals to visit India
without any visa.

Incidentally, the latest
move of MHA is aimed at
tightening the legal frame-
work governing OCI status,
which grants certain rights
and privileges to foreign
citizens of Indian origin. 

"The provision applies
irrespective of whether the
conviction occurred in
India or abroad, provided
the offence is recognised
under Indian law," official
sources said. 

The latest notification
marks a shift toward
stricter scrutiny of OCI
holders, aligning the privi-
leges of the card with a
higher standard of legal
and moral conduct.

The OCI scheme was
introduced in August 2005,
allowing foreign nationals
of Indian origin to travel to
India without a visa, offer-
ing long-term residency
and multiple-entry bene-
fits. In a gazette notifica-
tion, the Ministry of Home
Affairs said the OCI regis-
tration of individuals will
be liable for cancellation if
convicted of a serious
criminal offence or for-
mally charge-sheeted in
cases involving grave
charges. The latest notifi-
cation marks a shift to-
ward stricter scrutiny of
OCI holders, aligning the
privileges of the card 

nn Continued on Page 6
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Nurul Islam Khan 
The country's constitution 
is being destroyed, and 
the fundamental rights of 
the people are being tak-
en away. At the same time, 
the country's pluralism and 
secularism are being turned 

into a sacred tomb. The All 
India Lawyers Union, with 
numerous lawyers, took out 
a protest march at the Cal-
cutta High Court on Thurs-
day against this Hitlerite 
attitude of the central gov-
ernment. In this procession, 

pictures of all the lawyers 
and freedom fighters of the 
country were displayed and 
protested. On this day, the 
contribution of lawyers and 
other freedom fighters who 
participated in the freedom 
struggle is remembered. 
The organization's All India 
President, Senior Lawyer Bi-
kash Ranjan Bhattacharya, 
said that the contribution of 
all freedom fighters is be-
ing highlighted to the com-
mon people throughout the 
week. Because the country's 
democracy is in deep crisis 
today. Therefore, remem-
bering their contribution, 
we must take a new oath in 
the interest of protecting the 
country's constitution and 
democracy. Lawyer Shamim 
Ahmed, the organization's 
secretary, said that on the 
eve of Independence Day, we 
are remembering and paying 

tribute to the contributions 
of all those freedom-fighting 
lawyers. Because if we want 
to protect the Constitution 
we have received, it is very 
important to remember their 
purpose and struggle. Many 
lawyers including the Pres-
ident, lawyers Siddharth 
Shankar Mandal, Tapas Mai-
ti, Sabyasachi Chatterjee, 
Anjana Mehboob, Gulshan 
Parveen and Ambia Khatun 
were present at the meeting. 
Everyone says this is how 
we can honor all the free-
dom fighters who sacrificed 
their lives to liberate the 
country. The lawyers' group 
regretted that they could not 
arrange the program due to 
lack of cooperation from the 
High Court administration in 
this regard. They said that 
this painting exhibition will 
continue next to the statue 
of Khudiram.

Nurul Islam Khan 
On Thursday, several po-
lice stations and schools 
including Narayanpur 
and Rajarhat celebrat-
ed "Kanyashree Day". 
ACP Mrityunjay Banerjee, 

teachers Ramkumar and 
Mahesh Das, the head of 
Narayanpur police station, 
and OC Jonaki Bagchi of 
Rajarhat police station 
were present. Students and 
teachers from the neigh-

boring schools. On this day, 
the importance of various 
educations including high-
er education was empha-
sized. Everyone said that it 
was definitely a commend-
able initiative.

MI News Service,   
Baruipur: India's largest 
jewellery retail brand, Tan-
ishq, has opened a grand store 
in Baruipur, Kolkata. The 
store, spanning 5000 sq. ft., 
offers an extensive selection 
of iconic Tanishq jewellery de-
signs, including dazzling plain 
gold, diamonds, kundan, and 
polki. The store also features 
a contemporary daily-wear 
collection, 'GlamDays', and 
a modern, lightweight line, 
'String It'. The store also fea-
tures 'Aalo', a luminous col-
lection inspired by divine light, 
and 'KonkonKotha', a festive 
and wedding bangle collection 
rooted in Bengali culture.

MI News Service,   
Jalapiguri: Two people were 
killed in separate wild ele-
phant attacks within a span 
of four hours in Banarhat 
block of Dhupguri subdivision, 
sparking panic across the 
Dooars region. The deceased 
have been identified as Som-
ra Orao (50) and **Guruya 
Orao (60). According to local 
sources, a wild elephant en-
tered Chanadipa village in 
Duramari around 12:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday. It approached 
Somra Orao’s house, and upon 
encountering him, reportedly 
twisted him.

MI News Service,   
Hooghly: Tension gripped 
Borai Tematha in Singur after 
the body of a nursing student 
was recovered late Wednes-
day night from a room at a 
local nursing home.

The deceased, identified 
as Deepali Jana of Raynagar, 
Nandigram, had joined the 
nursing home just three days 
earlier for practical training. 
Police said she had complet-
ed her JNM Nursing Training 
examination in Bengaluru last 
year and was working there to 
obtain her training certificate. 
According to sources, nursing 
home staff discovered Deep-
ali’s body hanging in a fourth-
floor room and immediately 
informed the local police sta-
tion. Officers arrived promptly 
and recovered the body. How-
ever, the family alleged that 
the police removed it hastily 
before they could arrive, rais-
ing suspicions. The incident 
sparked unrest in the area on 
Thursday morning. Angry res-
idents surrounded the police, 
blocked roads, and staged 
protests demanding answers. 
Deepali’s parents also joined 
the demonstration, sitting on 
the road in grief. “I cannot 
understand what happened. 
My daughter came here for 
training. She was healthy and 
fine. I still don’t know what 
went wrong,” said the victim’s 
mother. Police have launched 
an investigation into the inci-
dent. The cause of death is yet 
to be confirmed, and officials 
said all angles are being ex-
amined.

MI News Service,   
Howrah: A shocking incident 
in Kona, Howrah, claimed the 
life of a 50-year-old van driver 
after a roadside dispute turned 
fatal. The victim, identified as 
Alok Naskar, died shortly after 
being slapped during an alter-
cation with a pedestrian.

According to police sourc-
es, the incident occurred on 
Thursday afternoon near 
Kona School intersection on 
Benares Road. Naskar, trans-
porting tiles from a quarry, 
reportedly lost control of his 
bicycle van and accidentally 
hit a pedestrian, identified as 
Asim Das (52). Witnesses say 
Das, angered by the collision, 
slapped Naskar in the heat of 
the moment. The force of the 
blow caused Naskar to col-
lapse onto the road, where he 
sustained a severe head injury. 
Locals rushed the injured man 
to Jagdishpur Rural Hospital, 
where doctors pronounced 
him dead on arrival. Eyewit-
nesses detained Das at the 
scene, but tensions escalated 
as an agitated crowd attacked 
him. A large police contingent 
from Dasnagar Police Station 
arrived promptly, rescuing 
the accused from the mob 
and taking him into custody. 
Police have registered a case 
of murder against Das, who 
remains under arrest. Inves-
tigators are reviewing CCTV 
footage of the area to piece to-
gether the sequence of events. 
The incident has left residents 
stunned, with Naskar’s family 
demanding the strictest pun-
ishment for the accused. Au-
thorities have urged the public 
to remain calm and allow the 
investigation to proceed.

MI News Service,   
Ranaghat: A Fast Track 
Court in Ranaghat has sen-
tenced a man to life impris-
onment for the gruesome 
murder of his wife in Nadia 
district’s Dhantala last year.

The convict, Nirmal Dut-
ta, son of Sitanath Dutta of 
Kushaberia Paschimpara un-
der Dhantala police station, 
was found guilty under Sec-
tions 85/103(1) of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) in 
connection with Dhantala PS 
Case No. 624/24 dated Sep-
tember 1, 2024.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the incident took place 
on September 1, 2024, at 
around 1:55 pm, when Nir-
mal attacked his wife, Sucha-
rita Dutta, with a daw (sharp 
cutting weapon). When the 
victim’s father, who was also 
the complainant, and her 
brother tried to rescue her, 
the accused assaulted them 
as well before fleeing from 

the spot.
Police conducted a prompt 

and thorough investigation, 
leading to the submission of a 
chargesheet within the stipu-
lated time. S.I. Prabin Ghosh 
was the Investigating Officer 
of the case, while APP Apurba 
Bhadra represented the pros-
ecution.

On Wednesday, the Addi-
tional District Judge of the 

Fast Track Court, Ranaghat, 
pronounced Nirmal Dutta 
guilty and sentenced him to 
life imprisonment along with 
a fine of Rs. 10,000.

Following the verdict, the 
SP of Ranaghat Police District 
felicitated both the Investi-
gating Officer and the Public 
Prosecutor for their dedicated 
work in securing the convic-
tion.

MI News Service,   
Krishnanagar: Various 
schemes of the Government 
of West Bengal are current-
ly of immense social and 
economic importance, and 
overall, they have had a 
positive impact on society. 
Among these schemes, one 
of the most popular is the 
Kanyashree scheme. Ev-
ery year, Kanyashree Day 
is celebrated across West 
Bengal on August 14. Like 
every year, this year too, 
Kanyashree Day was cele-
brated at Kanyashree Uni-
versity in Krishnanagar.

On this occasion, a fes-
tive fair-like atmosphere 
prevailed on the university 
campus. The chief guest of 
the event was Ujjal Biswas, 
Minister of Science, Tech-

nology, and Biotechnolo-
gy, Government of West 
Bengal. Other dignitaries 
present included Professor 
Sujay Kumar Mandal from 
the Department of Folklore, 
University of Kalyani; Shilpi 
Pal, DSP of Krishnanagar 
Police District; and Taran-
num Sultana Mir, Chair-
person of the Krishnanagar 
Zilla Parishad. Teachers 
and officials from various 
departments of Kanyashree 
University were also pres-
ent.

In their speeches, the 
guests highlighted the sig-
nificance of Kanyashree 
Day and strongly encour-
aged girls to move for-
ward in society. Minister 
Ujjal Biswas stated that he 
would extend his support 

for the infrastructural de-
velopment of Kanyashree 
University and was already 
making efforts toward 
its progress. Vice-Chan-
cellor Professor Tapati 
Chakraborty expressed, 
“We are very happy to cel-
ebrate Kanyashree Day at 
Kanyashree University. The 
university will continue its 
constant efforts to advance 
girls in the field of higher 
education.”

In the first segment of the 
program, a documentary 
on the Kanyashree scheme 
was presented by the Krish-
nanagar Police District. 
The central message of the 
documentary was to en-
sure that girls do not fall 
behind in education due to 
financial constraints and 
to spread awareness about 
ending child marriage.

In the second segment, 
students of Kanyashree 
University staged various 
cultural performances. 
Several alumnae of the uni-
versity, who had completed 
their postgraduate degrees 
here with the support of the 
Kanyashree scheme, shared 
their personal struggles 
and life experiences with 
the audience. According to 
the students, these stories 
of perseverance from the 
alumnae greatly inspired 
the current batch of learn-
ers.

MI News Service,   
Hooghly: The 79th Indepen-
dence Day will be celebrated 
in two days. The entire country 
is eagerly waiting for this. Not 
only government offices but 
also streets, neighborhoods, 
clubs, institutions, and inter-
sections hoist the tricolor flag 
in the glory of the country. 
Small and big events are also 
held on this day. The Chair-
man of Chapdani Municipality 
under Hooghly district is going 
to make this day more special. 
On this Independence Day, a 
grand procession will be tak-
en out from Ward No. 1 Man-
jushri Cinema Hall of Chapdani 
to Palta Ghat near Chapdani 
Municipality.  Regarding this 
event, Suresh Mishra said that 
a grand procession titled " Aye 
Watan Tere Liye" will start 
from Ward No. 1 at 10 am on 
August 15 and will end at the 
municipality. After that, a pub-
lic meeting will be held here. 
He added that a few days ago, 
on the occasion of Muharram, 

I was given the religious book 
"Gita" as an honor at a func-
tion of Muslim brothers. On 
the same day, I had promised 
that in some future function, 
I will also give the "Quran as 
an honor. I have decided that 
I will present the Gita to some 
priests of our Chapdani and the 
"Quran Sharif" to the Haji's sa-
heban . Suresh Mishra further 
said that this function will be a 
non-political function. In which 
people of every caste, religion,  
elder, young, and children, will 
participate. He further said 

that this country belongs to 
everyone. People of all castes, 
religions,  have shed blood and 
made sacrifices for the freedom 
of this country. Without naming 
the central government, he 
said that some political parties 
are igniting the fire of hatred in 
the country.  People are being 
divided in the name of reli-
gion. There is a conspiracy to 
destroy mutual sympathy and 
brotherhood among the people 
of the country by doing politics 
of religion. Such people are 
calling themselves "religious".

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata 
(SMPK) has awarded the 
concession for the Mech-
anization of Berth No. 5 
(erstwhile Berth No. 4B) at 
the Haldia Dock Complex 
(HDC) of SMP Kolkata to 
Ganges Bulk Terminal Pvt. 
Ltd. (GBTPL). The project, 
valued at ₹343.58 Crore, 
will be developed on a De-
sign, Build, Finance, Oper-
ate and Transfer (DBFOT) 
basis through a Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) 
model. 

The signing and award 
ceremony was graced by 
Rathendra Raman, Chair-
man, SMPK; Samrat Rahi, 
Deputy Chairman, SMPK; 
Manas Mondal, GM (En-
gineering), HDC, SMPK, 
senior port officials; along 
with A. K. Dutta, Sr. Vice 
President (Project), Ripley 
and Director of GBTPL; 
Golden Sinha, Director, 
Ripley & Co. 
PROJECT DETAILS & IMPACT :

This significant infra-

structure project will see 
GBTPL mechanize the 
berth to handle dry bulk 
cargo, aiming to increase 
the port's efficiency and 
cargo throughput. The 
project has a designed ca-
pacity of 5 million metric 
tonnes per annum (MMT-
PA) and will be developed 
over a substantial area of 
44 acres (1.78 Lakh Sqm).

The total project cost 
is a combination of PPP 
and government funding, 
with the concessionaire, 

GBTPL, investing ₹343.58 
Crore and the government 
contributing ₹22.30 Crore 
through Internal and Ex-
tra Budgetary Resources 
(IEBR). The project is slat-
ed for completion by De-
cember 27, marking a key 
milestone in the modern-
ization efforts of SMPK and 
its Haldia Dock Complex.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Rathendra Raman, 
Chairman of SMP Kolkata 
stated, “This mechaniza-
tion project is another step 

towards transforming HDC 
into a world-class cargo 
handling hub. The part-
nership with GBTPL will 
not only enhance our op-
erational capabilities but 
also strengthen the port’s 
contribution to India’s 
maritime growth and the 
economy of Eastern India. 
As we take this leap for-
ward, I am confident that 
this initiative will pave the 
way for a new era of oper-
ational excellence at HDC 
and strengthen India’s po-
sition in global maritime 
trade.”

The mechanization of 
Berth No. 5 is a crucial step 
towards enhancing oper-
ational capabilities, re-
ducing vessel turnaround 
time, and strengthening 
the Haldia Dock Complex's 
position as a vital gateway 
for maritime trade in the 
region. This initiative is ex-
pected to bring long-term 
economic benefits and 
contribute to the overall 
growth of India's maritime 
sector.

MI News Service,  
Malda:   The Malda Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway 
conducted commemora-
tive programs today on 
the occasion of Partition 
Horror Remembrance Day 
at Malda Town, Jamalpur, 
Bhagalpur and Sahibganj 
stations. These events paid 
tribute to the sacrifices of 
freedom fighters during the 
Partition, honoring their 
courage and dedication, 
while promoting messag-
es of peace, fraternity and 
national unity. At Malda 
Town Station, the program 
was organized under the 
guidance of Divisional Rail-
way Manager, Shri Man-
ish Kumar Gupta, through 
the Personnel Department. 
The event was attended by 
Smt. Anupa Ghosh, along 
with all senior branch of-
ficers and employees. The 
program commenced with 
a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony by the chief guest, 
Shri Sukumar Joardar 
(DOB:1942), symbolizing 
the official inauguration of 
the observance. The event 
took place at Platform No. 
1, 1st Class Waiting Hall, 
with active participation 
from the Station Superin-
tendent (SS), Commercial 
Inspectors (CMI), railway 
employees, passengers. At 
Bhagalpur Station, near 

the Reservation Counter, 
the program was conduct-
ed under the supervision of 
Station Director, Shri Utpal 
Sharma and attended by 
SS, CMI, railway employ-
ees, passengers, and local 
residents. The event includ-
ed reflections on human 
resilience and unity during 
the Partition, providing a 
thoughtful and education-
al experience for all pres-
ent. At Jamalpur Station, 
the commemorative event 
was held at the Reserved 
Lounge under the super-
vision of Senior DME (D/
Shed) Jamalpur, Shri Krish-
na Kumar Das, with Chief 
Guest *Baleshwar Prasad 
Bhagat (DOB: 11.01.1925), 
senior officers, employees, 
passengers and local res-
idents in attendance. The 
program featured story-
telling sessions and photo 
exhibitions highlighting his-

torical moments of the Par-
tition, creating a reflective 
and engaging atmosphere. 
At Sahibganj Station, the 
commemorative program 
was organized under the 
supervision of AME Sahib-
ganj (DEMU & C&W), Shri 
Pawan Kumar Singh,* along 
with Station Superinten-
dent Shri Rajhans Pathak. 
The event was graced by 
Ex. Head Master, Eastern 
Railway High School, Sa-
hibganj and Smt. Chanda 
Jha, Head Mistress, East-
ern Railway High School, 
Sahibganj as chief guests. 
Students and teachers of 
Sahibganj Railway School, 
supported by the Scouts & 
Guides team, participated 
enthusiastically through 
speeches, patriotic songs 
and cultural performances. 
The program saw active in-
volvement from all station 
masters, SS, CMI, railway 

employees, officers, pas-
sengers and local residents, 
collectively paying tribute 
to the heroes of the Parti-
tion and promoting messag-
es of unity, patriotism and 
fraternity. Divisional Rail-
way Manager, Malda, Shri 
Manish Kumar Gupta, said, 
“Observing Partition Horror 
Remembrance Day reminds 
us of the immense challeng-
es faced during the Parti-
tion. Thousands of refugees 
traveled by rail during that 
time, and countless railway 
employees worked tireless-
ly, often under difficult and 
unsafe conditions, to ensure 
smooth operations. This day 
honors the courage, per-
severance and dedication 
of all those who contribut-
ed to managing the crisis 
and assisting people during 
those tumultuous times. It 
also reinforces our respon-
sibility to foster harmony, 
fraternity and peace while 
remembering the sacrific-
es that shaped our nation.” 
The event at Malda Town 
concluded with the National 
Anthem (Jana Gana Mana) 
performed at four locations 
within the station premises, 
symbolizing respect, patrio-
tism and collective remem-
brance, leaving a lasting 
impression of unity, pride 
and solemn homage to the 
heroes of our history.

Bengal

Tanishq grand 
store in Baruipur 

Trainee Nurse’s 
unusual death 

triggers tension

One slap, one life 
lost: Van driver killed 

in roadside clash

Two Killed in Separate 
Wild Elephant Attacks

Dhantala Man Gets Life Term for Brutal Murder of Wife

Celebration of Kanyashree Day at Kanyashree University

"Aye Watan Tere Liye" Tricolor Yatra in Champdani on August 15th: Hajis 
to be honoured with Quran pak and priests with Gita : Suresh Mishra

Celebrating Kanyashree Day

SMPK–GBTPL alliance to drive ₹365.88 Cr 

Lawyers' Union marches to High Court 
to save constitution and country

Malda Division Observes 
Partition Horror Remembrance 
Day Across Multiple Stations

Members of All India Democratic Students' Organisation (AIDSO) took part in a protest rally and blocked the road at College street against State  
Government over delay in merit list publication for College admission including delay in publication of results of the Joint Entrance Examination, in Kolkata 
on Thursday.
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SIR: TMC councillors begin booth-level outreach prog 

State govt orders cinema screens to show 1 Bengali film daily in prime time 

Police arrest ex-JU student 
over attack on Bratya Basu 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee celebrates the 12 th Kanyashree Day by cutting a cake along with stu-
dents and other dignitaries. The said programmee was organised by the Department of Women and Child Development
and Social Welfare, Government of West Bengal at Dhono Dhannay auditorium in Kolkata on Thursday.

Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata: Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) council-
lors across Kolkata Municipal
Corporation have begun inten-
sive meetings with booth-level
party agents, preparing them for
the upcoming electoral roll revi-
sion and training them to pre-
vent the deletion of genuine
voters or addition of fraudulent
names.

The mobilisation comes amid

growing speculation in Bengal
politics over whether the Elec-
tion Commission of India will
order a special intensive revision
(SIR) similar to the controversial
process currently underway in
Bihar. The Trinamool Congress,
as part of the opposition INDIA
bloc, has strongly opposed any
such move.

Mayor Firhad Hakim, who
also serves as MLA for Kolkata

Port and councillor for Ward 82,
led the charge by meeting with
booth-level agents in Chetla on
Monday evening. Other council-
lors across the city are following
suit, with meetings scheduled
throughout the week.

“We discussed the upcoming
scrutiny of electoral rolls,”
Hakim told Metro on Tuesday.
“Fresh names will be added, and
those who have left the neigh-

bourhood or died must be
deleted. We’ve asked booth-level
agents to stay alert so no wrong
inclusion or omission occurs.”

A councillor from north
Kolkata has scheduled her ward
meeting for Wednesday. Tri-
namool sources indicate the
leadership will soon direct all
district presidents to begin simi-
lar meetings across Bengal.

Unlike booth-level officers

(BLOs), who are government of-
ficials, booth-level agents (BLAs)
are party workers with intimate
knowledge of their constituen-
cies.

“There’s an apprehension
that electoral rolls may see in-
tentional addition of bogus vot-
ers or removal of genuine
voters,” Mayor Hakim said.
“Booth-level agents will be vital
in preventing such attempts.”

State Minister Aroop Biswas speaks to  grief stricken Lean-
der Paes  as the latter lost his father, Legandary sports per-
son  Vece Paes in Kolkata  on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Every cinema screen in Ben-
gal, including those in plexes, will have to show at least
one Bengali film between 3pm and 9pm, “prime time” in
entertainment parlance.

The government issued a notification that said: “In
every Cinema hall, and all screens (each screen) of every
multiplex situated in this State, 365 (Three hundred and
Sixty Five) prime time shows/screenings of Bengali films
shall mandatorily be held throughout the year with at
least one Bengali show per day for all 365 days during
the year”. Prime-time shows refer to screenings between

3pm and 9pm, the notice issued by Santanu Basu, the
principal secretary of the information and cultural affairs
department, said. The notification was shared at a meet-
ing held at Nandan on Wednesday. Ministers Aroop
Biswas and Indranil Sen presided over the meeting.

The meeting was the second in a week. The first took
place on August 7, following a letter some of the leading
names in Tollygunge had written to the chief minister, al-
leging discrimination in the allotment of slots to Bengali
films. Most of the prime-time slots would be allocated to
big-budget Hindi films, the letter said.

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Kolkata: Hindol Ma-
jumdar, a former Jadavpur
University student who
went to Spain to pursue
higher studies, was ar-
rested at Delhi airport on
Wednesday morning while
he was returning to the
city for his alleged involve-
ment in the attack on edu-
cation minister Bratya
Basu on the campus in
March, said a senior police
officer of Kolkata Police.

Bidisha Kalita, the DC
of South Suburban Division
(SSC) of Kolkata Police,
said: “Hindol Majumdar, a
former JU student, against
whom a look-out notice
was issued following his
involvement in the attack
on the education minister,
was arrested on Wednes-
day morning. A team of
Kolkata Police has gone to
Delhi to seek his transit re-
mand and take him into
custody. He will be pro-
duced before Patiala
House Court on Thurs-
day”.

Hindol’s father, Chan-
dan Majumdar, a retired
professor at JU, said his
son was detained at Delhi
airport police station
around 10.30am.

“Once he arrived at the
airport, cops from Delhi
airport police station de-
tained him, producing the
look-out notice. Later,

when I called Kalita, DC
SSD, she confirmed that he
has been detained for his
alleged involvement in the
attack on the education
minister. We have con-
tacted lawyers,” Majum-
dar, a former dean of
engineering and technol-
ogy faculty, told.

He said Hindol was
scheduled to come to Cal-
cutta after meeting his sis-
ter in Delhi.

A section of ultra-Left
students had detained
Basu for hours after he
went to the university on
March 1 to attend the an-
nual general meeting of a
pro-Trinamool college and
university teachers’ associ-
ation.

The students allegedly
heckled the minister, de-
manding the immediate
resumption of the campus
polls.Basu, on March 2, al-
leged that although he was
keen to meet a delegation
of the students belonging
to the ultra-Left faction,
they did not meet him.
“They were more keen on
creating hooliganism on
the campus,” the minister
alleged.

A JU undergraduate
student, Indranuj Roy, was
hit when the minister’s car
moved through the cordon
that the protesting stu-
dents threw around the
minister’s car.
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Name Change
I, Chhaleya Molla, w/o. Lt. Ah
Hamid Molla (actual name in his
Voter Card, Aadhar Card & other Id
Proof documents)  residing at pres-
ent address Vill.+, P.O.-Jeliakhali,
P.S.-Sandeshkhali, Dist.-24 Pgs
(N),Pin-743329, W.B. declared that
my name has wrongly recorded (in
my land deed & other all docs.) as
Mosammat Chhaleya Bibi, (Uj-
jawala Gas Pass Book) as Chhaleya
Beoya, (my 3 son’s Passport) as Se-
leha Bibi Molla, Chaleha Bibi,
Saleha Bewa in place of Chhaleya
Molla (actual name), vide Affidavit
No.27/BC-I/25 dtd. 06.08.2025 in
the Court of the Ld. Executive Mag-
istrate at Basirhat, Dist.24Pgs.(N)
declared that Chhaleya Molla,
Mosammat Chhaleya Bibi, Chhaleya
Beoya,Seleha Bibi Molla, Chaleha
Bibi, Saleha Bewa  all are the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Indal Singh F/o Neeraj Singh Army
No. 18015978F, Rank Nk, R/o E-78,
Rawatpur, Katarijiyora Nawab Ganj,
Kheora, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh-
208002 have changed my name and
DOB from Indra Singh 22/02/1965 to
Indal Singh 02/02/1966 vide notary
public dated 12.08.25 so both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Vimla Devi M/o Neeraj Singh Army
No. 18015978F, Rank Nk, R/o 28,
Byunkhi, Guptkashi, Rudraprayag,
Ukhimath, Uttarakhand-246439
have changed my name and DOB
from Bimla Devi 03/08/1971 to Vimla
Devi 01/01/1971 vide notary public
dated 12.08.25 so both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, Rathindra Chandra Hore S/o
Late Sudhir Chandra Hore resid-
ing at 4, Lake East 6th Road,
Kolkata - 700075, P.S. - Survey
Park, declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata on 02.08.
2025 that Rathindra Chandra
Hore and Rathindra Hore are the
same person. 

Name Change
I, Durgesh Singh (old name), S/o
Balindra Singh, Residing at Ropan
Chhapara Salempur Deoria, Uttar
Pradesh- 274502 have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Durgesh Kumar Singh as
declared before the First Class Judi-
cial Magistrate at Alipore court, vide
affidavit no 4672 Dated 14/07/2025
Durgesh Singh(old name) and
Durgesh Kumar Singh(new name)
both are same and identicalperson.

Name Change
I, Rinki Kumari Singh (old name), W/o
Durgesh Kumar Singh, Residing at
30,Kishanlal Burman Road, Salkia-
711106 have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Rinki
Singh as declared before the First
Class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore
court, vide affidavit no 4672 Dated
14/07/2025 Rinki Kumari Singh(old
name) and Rinki Singh(new name)
both are same and identical

Name Change
I, ABDUL HAI, S/O- MOHAMMED
SALMAN, Vill- Dakshin Kashi Shi-
uli Para, P.O- Khankar Bazar, P.S-
Magrahat, Dist- South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743355. That due to in-
advertently my  name & father
name has wrongly been recorded
in my passport being No.
M9180696, Dated of Issue
20/10/2015 as Abdul Hai Mo-
hamed, S/O- SALMAN In Place of
ABDUL HAI, S/O- MOHAMMED
SALMAN. In the Court Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore dated
on 12/08/25. By Affidavit I hereby
declare that ABDUL HAI, S/O- MO-
HAMMED SALMAN & ABDUL HAI
MOHAMED, S/O- SALMAN is the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bibi Soufura W/o Sawkat Ali
Shaikh  Residing at Khasmallik, P.o -
Dakshin Gobindapur, District - South
24 Parganas, Pin - 700145, West
Bengal India shall henceforth be
known as Safura Bibi. I declare that
Bibi Soufura and Safura Bibi is same
and one identical person by virtue of
an affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 14-08-2025.

Name Change
I, Rahul Gupta S/o Late Krishna
Kumar Gupta Residing at Metro
Appartment Flat - E, F and G T-81,
Rajarhat Road, P.o - Hatiyara
Tegharia, Rajarhat Gopalpur (M),
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
700157, West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Rahul
Kumar Gupta. I declare that Rahul
Gupta and Rahul Kumar Gupta is
same and one identical person by
virtue of an affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public, Kolkata on 14-
08-2025.

Name Change
I, Meena Khemka (Old Name) D/o
Badri Das Chamaria Residing at
Block -B, 1st Floor, Flat-3  123/2
Bangur Avenue, Jessore Road, Dis-
trict- North 24 Parganas, Pin -
700055, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Meena Agarwal
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 63/2025 Dated 14-08-2025.
Meena Khemka (Old Name) and
Meena Agarwal (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asraf  Zamader (Old Name)S/O
Late Aptar Uddin Jamadar,Residing
At Chutkia Radhanagar,Po-Narab
unia,Ps-Minakhan,Dist-24 Par-
ganas (North), Pin-743425,West
Bengal,India.Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Asraf Jamadar (New
Name) As Declared Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata  Dated
12/08/2025. Asraf  Zamader(Old
Name) And Asraf Jamadar (New
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) JAIDUL ALI SK S/o-
AYUB SEKH Residing at, Vill -  Rad-
hanagar, Post- Radhanagar Colony,
Ps- Nakashipara, Dist- Nadia, Pin-
741126, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from JAIDUL ALI SK To
JAIDUL ALI SEKH  (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) JAIDUL ALI SEKH
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 13
Aug 2025, JAIDUL ALI SEKH and
JAIDUL ALI SK both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ronjila Bibi Molla , W/ORezaul
Karim Molla, residing at Vill - Sar-
beria,P/SNazat, Dist- 24pgs (
N).That before my marriage my
name has been recorded in my
Educational document as Ronjila
Khatun . So vide Affidavit before
the Ld 1st class J.M at Basirhat dt-
28/07/2025 (no.-13205) that Ron-
jila Bibi Molla & Ronjila Khatun is
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Tapan Bhowmick (old name) son
of Gopal Chandra Bhowmick, resid-
ing at Protish Nath Sarani, Radha
Madhab Enterprises Shyama Prosad
Road, Lala Hailakandi, Assam
788163, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Tapan Kumar Bhowmick
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 13/08/2025. Tapan
Kumar Bhowmick (new name) and
Tapan Bhowmick (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Seema Agarwal (Old Name) wife of
Pradip Kumar Agrawal, residing at
Ideal Grand, Block-D, 7F, 456 Grand
Trunk Road, Howrah- 711102, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Seema Agrawal (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 13/08/2025.
Seema Agrawal (New Name) and
Seema Agarwal (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Govind Masram (old name) S/O
Kishor Masram, residing at Triveni
B,1C, 1ST Floor, Shristi Nagar,
Asansol, P.O.- Asansol, P.S.- Asan-
sol(S), Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman,
Pin- 713305, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Govind
Kishor Masram (new name), as de-
clared before the Ld 1st class judi-
cial magistrate at Asansol, vide an
affidavit SL No. 9456/25 dated
07/08/2025. Govind Kishor Mas-
ram (new nam) and Govind Mas-
ram (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Arshad Shamim( Old
Name),Son Of Md Shamim,Residing
At  16,Royd Street, Park Street,Vtc:
Park Street H.O, Kolkata-700016,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Md Arshad Shamim
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 13/08/2025. Moham-
mad Arshad Shamim And Md Ar-
shad Shamim Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Iusuf Molla(Old Name)S/O Late
Golam Molya Residing At Vill & Po
- Kalikatala,Ps-Jibantala,Dist-24
Parganas(South),Pin-743329,West
Bengal, India. Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Yusuf Molla(New Name)
As Declared Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata  Dated 12/08/
2025. Iusuf Molla(Old Name) And
Yusuf Molla(New Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Safia Molla (Old Name)W/O  Yusuf
Molla Residing At Vill & Po - Ka-
likatala,Ps-Jibantala,Dist-24 Par-
ganas(South),Pin-743329,West
Bengal, India.Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Safiya  Molla(New Name)
As Declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata  Dated 12/08/2025.
Safia  Molla(Old Name) And Safiya
Molla(New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Hedeyatulla Sk(Old Name)S/O Late
Sk Rahim And Rahim Shekh ,Residing
At Vill-Machpukur,Po-Brindakhali,
Ps-Baruipur,Dist-24 Parganas (South),
Pin-743387, West Bengal,India.Have
Changed My  Name And  Shall Hence-
forth Be  Known As Hedeyatulla
Shekh (New Name) As Declared Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
Dated 12/08/2025.Hedeyatulla Sk(Old
Name) And Hedeyatulla Shekh 
(New Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mokbul Alam Zamader (Old
Name) S/O Asraf Jamadar Residing
At Chutkia Radhanagar,Po-Narab
unia, Ps-Minakhan, Dist-24 Par-
ganas (North), Pin-743425, West
Bengal, India.Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Mokbul Alam Zamadar
(New Name) As Declared Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata  Dated
12/08/2025. Mokbul Alam Zamader
(Old Name) And Mokbul Alam Za-
madar(New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, SHAGUFTA NAZ (old name) wife of
MD SHAKIR ALI ANSARI, residing at
36, PILKHANA 1ST LANE, HOWRAH-
711101, W.B, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as SHAGUFTA PARWEEN (new
name), as declared before the notary
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 11/08/2025. SHAGUFTA PAR-
WEEN (new name) and SHAGUFTA
NAZ (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SERAJ SK S/o- NUR
ISLAM SEKH Residing at, Vill -
Durgapur, Post- Durgapur, Ps-
Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742187, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from SERAJ SK To   SERAJ
SEKH  (New name) and hence forth
I Shall be Known as (New name)
SERAJ SEKH  in all purpose Vide
an affidavit Sworn before the no-
tary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 13 Aug 2025, SERAJ
SEKH and SERAJ SK both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SHAIKH MD EKIM
S/o- MASLIM SK Residing at, Vill -
Jasehari, Post- Jasehari, Ps- Kandi,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742147,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare
that I have Changed my name from
SHAIKH MD EKIM To   EKIN SK
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) EKIN SK
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 13
Aug 2025, EKIN SK and SHAIKH
MD EKIM both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) WAHIDA MONDAL
W/o- MD RUBEL MONDAL Residing
at, Vill -  Barbakpur, Post- Bar-
bakpur, Ps- Karimpur, Dist- Nadia,
Pin- 741165, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from WAHIDA MONDAL
To   WAHIDA KHATUN  (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) WAHIDA KHATUN  in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 13 Aug 2025,
WAHIDA KHATUN and WAHIDA
MONDAL both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ANOAAR HOSSAIN
SHAIKH S/o- KADER SHAIKH Re-
siding at, Vill -  Chilakhali, Post-
Karuigachi, Ps- Tehatta, Dist-
Nadia, Pin- 741163, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from ANOAAR
HOSSAIN SHAIKH To   ANOWAR
HOSSAIN SHAIKH  (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) ANOWAR HOSSAIN
SHAIKH  in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 13 Aug 2025, ANOWAR
HOSSAIN SHAIKH and ANOAAR
HOSSAIN SHAIKH both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOHAMMAD ANKAR
ALI S/o- KAIMUDDIN SEKH Resid-
ing at, Vill -  Chayghari Pirtala, Post-
Chhaighari, Ps- Daulatabad, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742302, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from MO-
HAMMAD ANKAR ALI To   ANKAR
ALI SEKH  (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) ANKAR ALI SEKH  in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 13 Aug 2025,
ANKAR ALI SEKH and MOHAM-
MAD ANKAR ALI both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SERAJUL SK S/o- MD
FAJLE HOQUE Residing at, Vill -
Durlobhpur, Post- Kumarsanda, Ps-
Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742136, West Bengal. Do hearby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from SERAJUL SK To   SIRAJUL
HOQUE  (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) SIRAJUL HOQUE  in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 13 Aug 2025, SIR-
AJUL HOQUE and SERAJUL SK both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) FAJALA HOQUE SK
S/o- MANURUDDIN SK Residing at,
Vill -  Durlobhpur, Post- Kumars
anda, Ps- Kandi, Dist- Murshid-
abad, Pin- 742136, West Bengal. Do
hearby declare that I have Changed
my name from FAJALA HOQUE SK
To   MD FAJLE HOQUE  (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) MD FAJLE HOQUE  in
all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad On 13 Aug 2025,
MD FAJLE HOQUE and FAJALA
HOQUE SK both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) BADARADDIN SEKH
S/o- CHAMATKAR SEKH Residing
at, Vill -  Benipur, Post- Benipur, Ps-
Kandi, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742140, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from BADARADDIN SEKH
To   BADARUDDIN SEKH  (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name) BADARUD-
DIN SEKH  in all purpose Vide an
affidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 13 Aug 2025, BADARUD-
DIN SEKH and BADARADDIN
SEKH and BADRUDDIN SEKH both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOHAMMED
FAIMODDIN SHAIKH S/o- SEIKH
SIRAJUL ISLAM Residing at, Vill -
Gangapur, Post- Bhabta, Ps- Bel-
danga, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742134, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from MOHAMMED FAIMOD-
DIN SHAIKH To   FAIMUDDIN SK
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) FAIMUD-
DIN SK  in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 13 Aug 2025, FAIMUDDIN SK
and MOHAMMED FAIMODDIN
SHAIKH both are Same and one
identical person.

B.R. Singh Hospital introduces mini-
mally invasive radiofrequency abla-
tion for advanced Pain Management

MI News Service, Kolkata:
B.R. Singh Hospital, Eastern
Railway, has achieved a sig-
nificant milestone in ad-
vanced pain management
by introducing minimally
invasive Radiofrequency
(RF) ablation for the treat-
ment of chronic pain. This
modern technique is aimed
at providing long-term relief
to patients suffering from
persistent pain, thereby im-
proving their quality of life
and reducing dependence
on medication.

The newly installed RF
equipment at B.R. Singh
Hospital is being used in the
Pain Clinic to manage com-
plex pain cases with notable
success. Radiofrequency
ablation works by using
heat generated through RF
waves to target specific
nerves, thereby interrupting
the transmission of pain sig-
nals to the brain. Successful
RF ablation can result in
prolonged pain relief and
decreased need for anal-
gesics. Two recent cases at
the hospital highlight the
impact of this advancement:

a patient with chronic low
back pain caused by lumbar
facet joint arthropathy ex-
perienced complete pain re-
lief following RF lesioning of
the median branch of lum-
bar nerves, while another
patient with hepatocellular
carcinoma, suffering from
severe abdominal pain, un-
derwent celiac plexus neu-
rolysis with RF lesioning of
the splanchnic nerves and is
now almost pain-free.

This development has
been made possible with di-
rect participation of Dr.
Ananya Kanti Roy, Additional
Chief Health Director/IC, Pain
Clinic, and the Anaesthesiol-
ogy team at B.R. Singh Hos-
pital, mentored by Honorary
Visiting Specialist Dr. Chin-
moy Roy and with the con-
stant support of Dr. Debasis
Guha, MD, B.R. Singh Hospi-
tal. The introduction of RF
ablation marks a new hori-
zon in the hospital’s pain
management capabilities,
reaffirming Eastern Rail-
way’s commitment to provid-
ing modern, patient-centric
healthcare solutions.

De-addiction oath and 
door-to-door tricolor campaign

organized in the Corps

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Central Railway Electrifi-
cation Organization,
Prayagraj: On August 14,
2025, under the nation-
wide campaign to make
India drug-free, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Shri
Yatendra Kumar adminis-
tered the de-addiction oath
to all officers and employ-
ees in the headquarters
premises.The main objec-
tive of this initiative is to
make the employees and
their families aware of the
ill effects of drug abuse
and motivate them to live a
healthy and drug-free life.
Drug addiction is a serious
social problem that not
only affects the health of
the individual, but also has
a negative impact on his
family and society. This
campaign of the Corps is
committed to keep its em-
ployees away from this evil
and to create a safe work-
place. The organization
has pledged to continue
such awareness programs

in the future as well so that
a healthy and strong na-
tion can be contributed to.
This is an important step
towards making the coun-
try drug-free.Under the
door-to-door tricolor cam-
paign running from August
02, a grand rally was or-
ganized with the Indian
flag in the core premises.
Also, under the "Cleanli-
ness" activities of Inde-
pendence Day Celebration
(IDC-2025), all the officers
and employees made this
campaign successful by
signing on the cleanliness
board.Chief Electrical En-
gineer (Planning) Mr.
S.S.Negi, Chief Electrical
Engineer (Works) Mr. Up-
endra Kumar, Chief Public
Relations Officer Mr.
Kalyan Singh, Public Rela-
tions Officer- Mr. Vimal
Kumar and all the officers
and employees of Central
Railway Electrification Or-
ganization, Prayagraj were
present in all the above
programs.

Two Eastern Railway RPF Personnel honoured
with President’s Medal for Meritorious Service

MI News Service, Kolkata: In
a proud moment for Eastern
Railway, two Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) personnel—
Sri Shyamalendu Bhushan
Chanda, Assistant Sub-In-
spector, Sealdah Division, and
Sri Amit Kumar Malick, Head
Constable, Asansol Division—
have been awarded with the
President’s Medal for Merito-
rious Service (MSM) on the
occasion of Independence
Day 2025. The prestigious
honour recognises their ex-
ceptional dedication, unwa-
vering commitment,  and

sincerity in the discharge of
their duties. Their service
stands as an inspiration for
the RPF fraternity and rein-
forces the force’s mission to
ensure the safety and security
of railway passengers and
property. On this occasion, Di-
rector General/ RPF, New
Delhi, and Sri Amiya Nandan
Sinha, IG-cum-PCSC/ Eastern
Railway, extended their
heartfelt congratulations to
the awardees, appreciating
their professional excellence
and contributions to Eastern
Railway’s safety network.

Shyamalendu Bhushan
Chanda, ASI/ER, Sealdah Division.

Amit Kumar Malick
Head Constable/ RPF/Asansol,ER

Metro to run 182 services
in Blue Line ,92 Services
In Green Line-1 And 124
Services In Green Line-2
On Independence Day
(15.08.2025)

BLUE LINE
Metro will run 182 (91 UP +
91 DN) services in Blue Line
on Independence Day i.e.
on15.08.2025 (Friday) in-
stead of 262 daily services. 
First Service:- At 06:50 hrs.
from Noapara to Sahid
Khudiram (No Change) At
06:54 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
(No Change) At 06:55 hrs.
from Dakshineswar to
Sahid Khudiram (No
Change) At 06:55 hrs. from
Mahanayak Uttam Kumar
to Dakshineswar (No
Change)
Last Service:- At 21:28 hrs.
from Dakshineswar to
Sahid Khudiram (No
Change) At 21:32 hrs. from
Sahid Khudiram to Dak-
shineswar (No Change) At
21:44 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dum Dum (No
Change)
Special night Metro services
in Blue Line will be avail-
able from Sahid Khudiram
station at 22:43 pm and
from Dum Dum station at
22:40 pm as usual on that
day.
GREEN LINE-1
Metro will run 92 services
(46 UP + 46 DN) services in
Green Line-1 instead of 108
daily services. 
First Service :-At 06:35 hrs.
from Sealdah to Salt Lake
Sector V (No Change) At
06:40 hrs. from Salt Lake
Sector V to Sealdah (No
Change)
Last Service :-At 21:35 hrs.
from Sealdah to Salt Lake
Sector V (No Change) At
21:40 hrs. from Salt Lake
Sector V to Sealdah (No
Change)
GREEN LINE-2
A total of 124 services (62
UP + 62 DN) services in
Green Line-2 instead of 134
daily services. 
First Service :- At   06:30
hrs from Howrah Maidan to
Esplanade (No Change.) At
06:30 hrs from Esplanade
to Howrah Maidan (No
Change)
Last Service :-At   21:45 hrs
from Howrah Maidan to Es-
planade (No Change) At
21:45 hrs from Esplanade
to Howrah Maidan (No
Change)
Normal services will be
available in Purple Line and
Orange Line on that day.

Regulation of trains
for maintenance Work
at Sealdah Station
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In connection with Tramway
type Over Head Equipment
work at Sealdah station, 150
minutes (from 00:45 hrs. to
03:15 hrs.), Traffic Block has
been planned on 16/17.08.
2025. Consequently following
arrangements in train run-
ning have been made as
under :-• 31542 Shantipur –
Sealdah local will be short ter-
minated at Barrackpore on
16.08.2025 (Saturday) and
31511 Sealdah – Shantipur
local will be short originated
from Barrackpore on
17.08.2025 (Sunday).
Moreover, 13106 Ballia –
Sealdah Express (journey
commencing on 16.08.2025)
will be controlled for 75 min-
utes enroute.

Additional stoppage of
Howrah – Raxaul –
Howrah Express  at 
Laheria Sarai Station
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Railway has decided to pro-
vide additional stoppage of
13043/130433 Howrah –
Raxaul – Howrah Express at
Laheria Sarai station over
East Central Railway on an
experimental basis. 13043
Howrah – Raxaul Express
will arrive Laheria Sarai at
10:09 hrs. to leave at 10:11
hrs. and 13044 Raxaul –
Howrah Express will arrive
Laheria Sarai at 00:38 hrs.
to leave at 00:40 hrs.

RPF band performance at
Shalimar Railway Station

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To commemorate the 79th
Independence Day, RPF
Band performance will be
organised at various
prominent and historical
locations across the coun-
try on the evening of 15th
August, 2025.  In this con-
nection, a spectacular
Brass Band performance
on patriotic tunes will be

organised at Shalimar
Railway Station from
17:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs on
15.08.2025. Railway Pro-
tection Force of South
Eastern Railway will or-
ganise the programme. A
Selfie point will also be in-
stalled near band perform-
ance location highlighting
the theme of “Operation
Sindoor”.

SMP Kolkata Illuminates Howrah Bridge
in Tricolour for 79th Independence Day

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a tribute to the spirit of
freedom, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port Kolkata
(SMPK), (erstwhile Kolkata
Port Trust), illuminated the
iconic Rabindra Setu popu-
larly known as Howrah
Bridge, in the vibrant hues
of the Tricolour to mark the
celebration of India’s 79th
Independence Day.The
Howrah Bridge, an endur-
ing landmark of Kolkata

and a vital link for trade
and transport, stood re-
splendent in the national
colours—serving as a bea-
con of unity and a reminder
that the spirit of independ-
ence continues to inspire
progress.By such a gesture,
SMP Kolkata not only hon-
oured the nation’s glorious
past but also reaffirmed its
commitment to building a
stronger, self-reliant, and
prosperous India.

‘No Phone Hour’ 
campaign on I-Day

Century Plyboards sees
strong Q1 FY26 Growth

MI News Service, Kolkata:
India’s leading plywood
company, Century Ply-
boards(India) Ltd recently
held their board meeting
to announce the company’s
Q1 financial results for the
quarter ending June 30th,
2025.
Highlights:
-Net Revenue from opera-
tions at Standalonefor the
Quarter, ending 3oth June
2025were Rs 1,017 crs;
which is 6.8% growth over
Jun’24.  -Earnings before

Depreciation Interest and
Tax for theQuarter, ending
30th Jun 2025stood at Rs
128.8 crs as EBITDA Mar-
gin before Forex and Ex-
ceptional Items.  -Profit
After Tax stood at Rs 67.8
crs for the Quarter, ending
30th Jun 2025 i.e. 6.7%as
PAT Margin. Centuryply
reported a 16.3% YoY in-
crease in consolidated rev-
enue for Q1 FY26, with
standalone revenue up
6.8%, in line with guid-
ance. Consolidated
EBITDA rose to 12.5%,
aided by improved contri-
bution from the Badvel
MDF plant.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) RUKSHANA BIBI
W/o- FAIMUDDIN SK Residing at,
Vill -  Gangapur, Post- Bhabta, Ps-
Beldanga, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742134, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from RUKSHANA BIBI To
RUKSANA BEGUM  (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) RUKSANA BEGUM
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 13
Aug 2025, RUKSANA BEGUM and
RUKSHANA BIBI both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Mahamadul Hasan,Son Of Sk
Abdus Samad,Residing At Saijati,
Po-Bodra,South 24 Parganas,
743502,West Bengal,Do Hereby
Notified That My Mother Abeda
Khatun & Abeda(Old Name) Have
Changed His Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Abeda
Bibi(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Ld 1st Class Ju-
dicial Magistrate At Baruipur On
12/08/2025.Abeda Bibi  And Abeda
Khatun & Abeda Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

MI News Service, Kolkata: ‘No
Phone Hour’initiative urges cit-
izens across the country to
switch off their phones for an
hour, from 6 PM to 7 PM on
15th August, and spend some
meaningful time with their
friends, families and loved ones.
Through this campaign, Ken-
star invites Indians spread
across the world to reclaim
their freedom stepping away
from digital distractions and re-
connect with what truly matters
for each one of us. The ‘#No-
PhoneHour’ campaign calls on
people across India to take a
meaningful pledge, to set aside
the virtual world and embrace
an hour of real connection.
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MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Paschimbanga 
Hindi Academy, inspired by 
Honorable Chief Minister 
Smt. Mamata Banerjee and 
led by its Chairman, Shri 
Vivek Gupta, successful-
ly organized its first Hindi 
Theatre Workshop from 
12th to 14th August 2025, at 
the Academy's auditorium. 

The three-day theatre 
workshop was expertly led 
by Uma Jhunjhunwala, a 
distinguished theatre direc-
tor, actor, and convener of 
the Academy's Kala Vibhag. 
The workshop was further 
enriched by the expertise 
of Gunjan Azhar, Md. Asif 
Ansari, and Heena Parwez, 
who imparted training on 
diverse facets of theatre.

20 participants got the 
chance to explore their cre-
ative side and learn the ba-
sic nuances of theatre. The 
workshop covered various 
aspects of theatre  such as 
Introduction to Theatre, 
Physical Exercise, Voice 
modulation & Speech, The-
atre Games, Introduction to 
Nav Rasas, Music, Dance & 
improvisation, Story Telling 
with Rasa, Acting with Rasa, 
Formation of groups & plot 
and Group Performance. 

MI News Service,  
Howrah:  On 14th August 
2025, as the nation prepared 
to celebrate its 79th Inde-
pendence Day, the Howrah 
Division of Eastern Railway 
undertook a series of im-
pactful initiatives under the 
ongoing Swachhata Abhi-
yan. These activities were 
designed not just as official 
programmes, but as a heart-
felt call to citizens to join 
hands in building a cleaner, 
greener, and healthier India.

Awareness campaigns for 
the protection of the envi-
ronment were conducted 
at Azimganj, Pakur, Bandel 
and Rampurhat. These cam-
paigns aimed to inspire com-

munities to take ownership 
of their surroundings, con-
serve natural resources, and 
adopt sustainable practices 
for the collective well-being 
of our nation.

A large-scale tree plan-
tation drive was carried out 
at Pakur, Katwa, Azimganj, 
Bolpur, and Rampurhat, 
symbolising hope and the 
shared responsibility of all 

Indians to preserve our 
natural heritage. Each sap-
ling planted was a step to-
wards ensuring cleaner air, 
greener landscapes, and a 
healthier environment for 
generations to come.

Recognising the tireless 
efforts of the Swachha-
ta workers who form the 
backbone of the cleanliness 
movement, health check-
up camps were organised 
at Azimganj, Katwa, Pakur, 
Howrah, Bandel, and Ram-
purhat. These camps under-
scored the Division’s com-
mitment to caring for those 
who dedicate their work to 
keeping our stations and 
public spaces clean.

Through these initiatives, 
Howrah Division reaffirmed 
that the true spirit of inde-
pendence lies in collective 
action — where every citi-
zen’s effort contributes to the 
dream of a Swachh Bharat. 
By involving communities, 
honouring frontline work-
ers, and nurturing the en-
vironment, the Division has 
once again strengthened the 
bond between the Railways 
and the people of India.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  Shri Rajeev Kumar 
Yadav, IG cum Principal 
Chief Security Commission-
er, West Central Railway

2. Shri Shashi Kumar, 
Deputy Inspector General, 
Railway Protection Special 
Force 

3. Shri Anil Kumar Pand-
ey, Assistant Security Com-
missioner, JR RPF Academy 

4. Shri Vijay Shankar 
Singh, Assistant Comman-
dant, 10BN/Railway Protec-
tion Special Force 

5. Shri Subhash Chand, 
Inspector, 6BN/Railway Pro-
tection Special Force 

6. Shri L. Ramana, Sub-In-
spector, East Coast Railway 

7. Shri M.K. Chnadra 
Mohan, Sub-Inspector, East 
Coast Railway 

8. Shri Rishi Kumar Shuk-
la, Sub-Inspector (Driver), 
7BN/Railway Protection 
Special Force 

9. Shri Anil Kumar, 
Sub-Inspector, Northern 
Railway 

10. Shri Shyamalendu 
Bhushan Chanda, Assistant 
Sub-Inspector, Eastern Rail-
way  

11. Shri Krishan Kumar, 
Assistant Sub-Inspector 
(Driver), 6BN/Railway Pro-
tection Special Force

12. Shri Mahender Kumar, 
Assistant Sub-Inspector, JJR 
RPF Academy 

13. Shri Rajeev Ku-
mar Vashishtha, Assistant 
Sub-Inspector, Northern 
Railway 

14. Shri Ramraj Singh, 
Head Constable, West Cen-
tral Railway 

15. Shri Amit Kumar 
Malick, Head Constable, 
Eastern Railway

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  On the eve of 79th 
Independence Day, Chairman 
& CEO of Railway Board, Sh. 
Satish Kumar, Railway Board 
Members, Secretary ofRail-
way Board, and other offi-
cers & staff of Railway Board 
participated with the Na-
tional Flag in the ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ event held atRail 
Bhawan today. The National 
Flag was distributed among 
Railway staff members. 
Mass participation was ob-
served by Railwayemployees 
in the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
campaign. ‘Har Ghar Tiran-
ga’ is a campaign launched 

under the aegis of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav to encourage 
citizens to bring the Tiranga-
home and hoist it in celebra-
tion of India’s independence. 
The initiative emerged from 
the idea that our connection 
with the NationalFlag has 
traditionally been formal and 
institutional rather than per-

sonal. Bringing the flag home 
serves as a symbolic act of 
personalassociation with 
the Tiranga and reflects our 
shared commitment to na-
tion-building. The campaign 
aims to inspire patriotism 
and raiseawareness about 
the Indian National Flag 

among the people.
Indian Railways have 

joined the 79th Independence 
Day celebrations w ith great 
enthusiasm and joy. Promi-
nent railway stations,offices, 
buildings, and residential 
colonies are adorned with the 
National Flag and illuminat-

ed in tricolour lighting. Sta-
tion buildingsare tastefully 
decorated, and iconic railway 
bridges proudly display the 
National Flag, adding to the 
patriotic spirit. Variouspro-
grammes like Tiranga Yatra, 
Quiz Competitions were orga-
nized today.

Green Steps & Clean Moves: Howrah 
Division Marks 79th Independence Day with 

Plantation, Awareness & Health Drives 

G. Madhusudana Rao, Divisional Security 
Commissioner, South Central Railway & K. 

Rajagopala Reddy,Assistant Security Commis-
sioner, South Central Railway Receive Presi-

dent's Medal for Distinguished Service

First Hindi Theatre 
Workshop from 12-
14th Aug at Acade-

my's auditorium

Indian Railways Joins Har Ghar Tiranga Celebrations With Great Enthusiasm & Joy

MECON LIMITED
(A PSU under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of lndia)
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Phone: 0651-2483000

CIN No.: U74140JH1973GOI001199
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MECON. A Premier Miniratna, Schedule "A" . Govt of lndia Enterprise under Ministry of Steel 
providing Engineering, Consultancy, Contracting and Project Management Services invites 
Application from commiited, result oriented, suitably qualified and experienced indviduals 
THROUGH ONLINE APPLICATION MODE ONLY for recruitment against various posts in the 
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Chief General Manager (HR), MECON Limited, Vivekananda Path, Doranda,
Ranchi - 834002, Jharkhand.
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8From PG 1

roads. Deployment of police and central
paramilitary forces along the Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway and Jammu-
Pathankot Highway have also been
strengthened, the officials said. Security
has been beefed up in all the 10 districts

of the Jammu region, with more focus on
area domination and deployments in mil-
itancy-affected districts of Rajouri,
Poonch, Kishtwar, Doda, Udhampur, and
Kathua, they said. The main Independ-
ence Day function in Jammu will be held
at Maulana Azad Stadium, where Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary will
unfurl the Tricolour and take the salute.
However, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
will preside over the main Independence
Day function  in Srinagar at the city’s Bak-
shi Stadium which has also been put
under maximum security and special
arrangements made to ensure a fool proof
security  in and around the  main venue
of the Independence day  function in the
capital city.

Security beefed up in J-K ahead of Independence Day...

Israel destroys over 300 homes in
Gaza’s Zeitoun neighborhood in 3 days

IIT Hyderabad launches driverless 
bus that can carry 15 people

India tightens norms for overseas citizenship
8From PG 1

with a higher standard of legal and moral
conduct. Legal experts note that while con-
viction has long been a ground for cancel-
lation, the inclusion of charge-sheeting,
prior to judicial determination, may raise
concerns about due process and potential
misuse. The move is expected to impact OCI
holders involved in serious criminal pro-

ceedings, including financial fraud, organ-
ised crime, and other offences under Indian
penal laws. The OCI scheme is available to
individuals who were citizens of India on or
after January 26, 1950, or were eligible to
become citizens on that date.  However, the
scheme excludes individuals who are, or
have been, citizens of Pakistan, Bangladesh,
or any other country specified by the gov-
ernment in the official gazette. 

8From PG 1

& SDRF officials to strengthen the rescue
& relief operations and ensure all possible
assistance is provided to the affected
(sic)."Officials said that Kishtwar Deputy

Commissioner Sharma and Senior
Superintendent of Police Naresh

Singh are on their way to the cloudburst-
hit area to oversee the rescue work. A
team led by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate
of Padder has already reached the spot. 

Massive.....
The 63rd Janmashtami Puja festival was inaugurated by the
Speaker of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly, Biman
Banerjee. Also present were Deputy Chief Convenor of the
Legislative Assembly, Debashish Kumar, MLA Supti Pandey,
MLA Ashok Dev, Secretary of the Legislative Assembly,
Soumendra Nath Das and other officials. Arrangements have
been made to hold the Puja on August 15 and distribute the
Prasad on August 16. The event was celebrated with beau-
tiful dance, music and various cultural programs. The
Speaker inaugurated the event by performing the Aarti of
the temple idols.

MI News Service, Gaza:
The Israeli military has de-
molished more than 300
homes over the past three
days in the Zeitoun neigh-
borhood in the central
Gaza Strip as part of its on-
going occupation plan.

Mahmoud Basal, the
spokesperson for the Civil
Defense in Gaza, said
Wednesday that the Israeli
army has conducted heavy
assaults in Zeitoun, delib-
erately targeting civilian
residential areas.

He noted that the Is-
raeli forces particularly
targeted buildings with

five floors or more, and
due to the explosives used,
surrounding structures
have also been destroyed.

Some homes were de-
stroyed while residents
were still inside, causing
casualties, with demoli-
tions carried out without
prior warning and intense
bombardment preventing
civil defense teams from
reaching the wounded.Is-
rael is facing mounting
condemnation for its geno-
cidal war on Gaza, where
it has killed more than
61,700 people since Octo-
ber 2023.

MI News Service, Hyder-
abad:  A major step for
India’s transport technol-
ogy, the Indian Institute of
Technology Hyderabad
(IIT Hyderabad/IIT-H)
launched a driverless, fully
autonomous electric bus
on its campus. The project
is a milestone moment in
the nation’s progress to-
wards embarking on the

use of Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and sophisti-
cated robotics in public
mobility. The driverless
bus, which is a result of
collaboration with a start-
up in Hyderabad, is fitted
with the latest sensors,
high-definition cameras,
LiDAR technology, and ar-
tificial intelligence-based
navigation systems.
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Sealdah Division Observes 

Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day with Solemn Tributes

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day is observed
every year on 14th August
to honor the memory of the
victims and acknowledge
the immense suffering en-
dured during the Partition of
India in 1947. The day
serves as a reminder of the
trauma, violence and mass
displacement faced by mil-
lions during the division of
India and Pakistan. Sealdah
Railway Station, a key tran-
sit point during the Parti-
tion, played a pivotal role in
receiving refugees from East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh)
and remains a living witness
to one of the largest human
displacements in history.

This year, the station ob-
served the day with solem-
nity and respect through a
series of commemorative ac-
tivities. The programme in-
cluded a photo exhibition
depicting the migration and
struggles of refugees, a
nukkad natak highlighting
the historical impact of Parti-
tion, and documentary
screenings aimed at educat-
ing younger generations
about the human cost of this
chapter in history. The obser-
vance at Sealdah carried spe-
cial significance, serving both
as a tribute to those who en-
dured unimaginable hard-
ships and as a reminder to
preserve the values of peace,
unity, and compassion.

Howrah division Fosters Patriotic
Spirit with Har Ghar Tiranga celebra-

tions ahead 0f Independence Day

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign
ahead of the 79th Inde-
pendence Day, Howrah Di-
vision of Eastern Railway
has taken inspiring steps to
strengthen the patriotic
spirit among citizens. The
initiative encourages people
across the Division to
proudly display the Tiranga
and capture memorable
photographs with the na-
tional flag, fostering a deep
personal connection to this
symbol of unity and pride.
The campaign has been ac-
tively promoted at promi-
nent locations, notably at
the New DRM Building and
Health unit in Howrah,
where railway officials,
staff, and visitors came to-
gether to honour the Tri-
colour. These moments,

captured in photographs,
serve as a reminder of the
nation’s shared heritage
and the values it upholds.

Adding a spectacular vi-
sual dimension to the cele-
brations, Tiranga Lighting
was arranged at Bard-
dhaman Station and the Gi-
tanjali Museum in Bolpur.
These landmarks, illumi-
nated in the vibrant hues of
the national flag, became
beacons of patriotism,
drawing admiration from
passengers and the local
community alike. Through
such people-centric initia-
tives, Howrah Division reaf-
firms its commitment to
uniting the nation in the
celebration of Independ-
ence, while inspiring every
citizen to participate whole-
heartedly in the Har Ghar
Tiranga movement.

Regulation of trains for Non-Inter-
locking Work over Asansol Division

Howrah Division intensifies aware-
ness against ticketless travel –

�2.20 Lakh revenue realised in Mag-
istrate Ticket Checking Drive

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Trav-
elling without a valid ticket
is not only an offence under
the Railways Act but also a
practice that undermines
fair travel for genuine pas-
sengers. To reinforce public
awareness and ensure com-
pliance, Howrah Division of
Eastern Railway conducted
an intensive Magistrate
Ticket Checking drive at
Howrah Station premises
today. The campaign aimed
not only at enforcement but
also at educating passen-
gers on the importance of
travelling with proper tick-
ets. The special drive, led by
the Railway Magistrate in
close coordination with the
Assistant Commercial Man-
ager (Coaching), Howrah,
involved a strong team of 44
ticket checking staff, sup-
ported by 7 Railway Protec-

tion Force (RPF) personnel
and 3 Government Railway
Police (GRP) officials. The
coordinated effort detected
507 ticket irregularities, in-
cluding 385 cases of ticket-
less travel, resulting in a
total penalty collection of
₹2,20,725. Such operations
reflect Howrah Division’s
dual approach of strict en-
forcement and passenger
education, aimed at build-
ing a responsible travel cul-
ture. Passengers are urged
to always purchase valid
tickets before boarding
trains and cooperate with
railway staff during checks.
This not only helps maintain
a fair travel environment
but also supports Indian
Railways in improving facil-
ities, enhancing safety, and
delivering quality service
for all.

Ecor General Manager Parmeswar Funkwal’s
Message on 79th Independence Day 2025

MI News Service, Kolkata:   On the mo-
mentous occasion of 79th Independ-
ence Day, I extend my heartfelt
greetings and best wishes for happi-
ness, good health, and prosperity to
you and your families. Our Railway’s
outstanding performance in 2024-25
stands as a testament to the steadfast
dedication and untiring efforts of every
employee. For the eighth consecutive
year, ECoR has maintained its position
as the highest freight loading zone in
Indian Railways, and remained the
only zone to surpass the 250MT mile-
stone in freight transportation besides
SECR. This year, we achieved a record
freight loading of 259.25MT, exceeding
last year’s 256.22MT. Similarly, pas-
senger carried increased to 93.52 mil-
lion in 2024-25 as compared to 85.57
million in 2023-24. Our originating
earnings touched ₹29,562.85 crore, up
from ₹28,897.93 crore last year, and
our operating ratio of 58.98% remains
the second best among all Zonal Rail-
ways.

I am happy to share that, East
Coast Railway is experiencing robust
growth in current fiscal and as of July
2025, we have loaded 91.42MT of
freight—an impressive 9.72% growth
over the corresponding period last
year. Passenger sector has also regis-
tered a growth of 7.41% over last year.

Our earnings up to July 2025 have
reached ₹8,224.18 crore. To ensure we
continue to set benchmarks in passen-
ger service, our commitment to meet-
ing the evolving needs of passengers
remains unwavering. During the cur-
rent year (up to July 2025), we have
proactively addressed seasonal de-
mand—particularly during festivals
and vacation periods—by operating
840 special trains, including dedicated
Rath Yatra specials, and augmenting
regular trains with an additional 1,921
coaches to accommodate peak passen-
ger traffic. Further improving connec-
tivity and convenience, the services of
12893/12894 Bhubaneswar–Sonepur–
Bhubaneswar Express, as well as
58305/58306 and 58307/58308 Balan-
gir–Sonepur–Balangir Passenger
trains, have been extended up to Pu-
runakatak. To enhance both safety and
the travel experience, modern LHB
(Linke Hofmann Busch) coaches have
been introduced on the Puri–Bangiri-
posi Express and Bhubaneswar–Juna-
garh Express. Further enhancing
passenger amenities, numerous up-
grades have been undertaken this year
to improve comfort and convenience.
These initiatives include the installa-
tion of Automatic Ticket Vending Ma-
chines (ATVMs), additional Passenger
Reservation System (PRS) counters,

upgraded catering services, and the in-
troduction of Sleeping Pod facilities.
Significant improvements have also
been made to infrastructure, with the
construction of new Foot Over Bridges,
upgraded waiting halls, additional
platform shelters and benches, and ex-
tensive concreting and elevation of
platforms. Special attention has been
given to ensuring Divyang-friendly (ac-
cessible) facilities across stations to
promote inclusivity. To ensure a clean
and hygienic environment both on
trains and at stations, mechanised
cleaning has been implemented at all
four coaching depots ofour Railway.
Additionally, On-Board Housekeeping
Services are now available in 94 pairs
of long-distance trains, further en-
hancing the travel experience for our
passengers.

Station development works are
progressing at a fast pace. Major
upgradation of 11 stations including
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri, Jajpur,
Bhadrak, Visakhapatnam, etc. are in
progress. Under Amrit Station,works
at 57 stations across East Coast Rail-
way are also progressing well. During
the world-famous Rath Yatra 2025,
East Coast Railway undertook un-
precedented measures to ensure the
smooth and comfortable travel of mil-
lions of devotees. 

Har Ghar Tiranga awareness
drive by Khurda Road Division

MI News Service, Khurda Road:
As part of the nationwide
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign
under the aegis of the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the
Khurda Road Division of
East Coast Railway con-
ducted an awareness drive
to promote the spirit of pa-
triotism and respect for the
National Flag. Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM)
along with Additional Divi-
sional Railway Managers
(ADRMs) Shri Pradeep
Kumar Behra and Subhra-
jyoti Mandal led the initia-
tive by proudly displaying
the Tiranga at their resi-
dences & offices and en-
couraging all railway
employees and Rail Users to

participate in Tiranga move-
ment with pride. As part of
the drive, the officials also
displayed the National Flag
at office premises to raise
awareness among employ-
ees and rail users about the
importance of the cam-
paign.  The drive aims to in-
still a sense of national pride
and remind citizens of their
commitment to the nation
by hoisting the National Flag
at every home.

The Khurda Road Divi-
sion urges all employees
and the general public to ac-
tively participate in the Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign and
contribute to this celebra-
tion of unity and independ-
ence.

Partition Horrors Remembrance Day
Observed at Khurda Road Division

MI News Service, Khurda Road:
Khurda Road Division of East
Coast Railway solemnly ob-
served Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day on 14th
August 2025, in remem-
brance of the countless lives
lost and the immense suffer-
ing endured during the par-
tition of India in 1947. In a
collective effort to honour the
memory of those who suf-
fered the horrors of partition,

the Indian Railways, under
the directive of the Govern-
ment of India, organized a
series of commemorative
events across the Khurda
Road Division. The obser-
vance focused on spreading
awareness about the tragic
human cost of partition and
the significant role played by
Indian Railways during that
tumultuous period.Exhibi-
tions on the “Role of Railways
in Partition” were displayed
at major stations over
Khurda Road Railway Divi-
sion like Khurda Road,

Bhubaneswar, Cuttack,
Bhadrak, Palasa, and Puri
depicting the journeys and
struggles during the migra-
tion. Historic footage and in-
formative videos were shown
on Station TV Screens, high-
lighting the emotional and
physical impact of the parti-
tion. Apart from this, Special
programmes were held at
stations linked to partition
history, reinforcing its impact

and remembrance. Patriotic
songs played during the ex-
hibitions fostered a spirit of
unity, respect and remem-
brance among passengers
and staff. Exhibitions at
prominent Station locations
attracted large crowds with
many pausing to reflect on
the stories of resilience and
sacrifice. The observance
served not only as a tribute to
the victims and survivors of
the partition but also as a re-
minder of the resilience and
unity that have shaped mod-
ern India.

SC adjourns plea to
save Indian nurse on
Yemen death row
MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday, August 14, ad-
journed for eight weeks the
hearing on a plea seeking the
Union government’s inter-
vention to rescue Kerala
nurse Nimisha Priya from ex-
ecution in Yemen.

A Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta deferred the hearing
on a writ petition filed by
‘Save Nimisha Priya Action
Council’ after being informed
that negotiations with the vic-
tim’s family were currently
underway, and granted lib-
erty to mention the matter in
case of any urgency. It may
be recalled that the execution
of Indian national Nimisha
Priya, initially scheduled for
July 16, has been temporar-
ily halted. She was sentenced
to death in Yemen for mur-
dering Yemeni national Talal
Abdo Mehdi and remains be-
hind bars there. In the previ-
ous hearing, the Justice
Vikram Nath-led Bench had
asked the Centre to decide
on a representation seeking
permission to travel to
Yemen to negotiate a pardon
for the Indian citizen from
the family of the victim. The
Union Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) had earlier re-
jected the petitioner’s re-
quest to grant travel
clearance to the war-torn
country, citing severe secu-
rity risks in Yemen.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   Due to Pre-Non Interlocking/Non In-
terlocking work from 18.08.2025 to  24.08.2025 at Andal Up
yard in Asansol Division, following trains will be regulated as
under:

Cancellation on 24.08.2025 (Sunday):• 63513 Barddhaman
– Asansol MEMU • 63518 Asansol – Barddhaman MEMU •
63515 Barddhaman – Asansol MEMU • 63522 Asansol – Bard-
dhaman MEMU • 63549 Barddhaman – Asansol MEMU •
63550 Andal – Barddhaman MEMU • 63516 Asansol – Bard-
dhaman MEMU • 63517 Barddhaman – Asansol MEMU •
63552 Asansol – Andal MEMU • 13179 Sealdah – Siuri MEMU
Express.

Cancellation on 25.08.2025 (Monday):
13180 Siuri – Sealdah MEMU Express.
Diversion on 24.08.2025 (Sunday): • 13029 Howrah –

Mokama Express will be diverted via Khana – Rampurhat – Kiul
instead of  Khana – Andal – Asansol – Kiul. • 13030 Mokama -
Howrah Express will be diverted via Kiul – Rampurhat – Khana
instead of  Kiul – Asansol – Andal – Khana. • 13045 Howrah -
Deoghar Mayurakshi Express will be diverted via Khana – Jha-
pater Dhal – Sainthia instead of  Khana – Andal – Sainthia. •
12551 SMVT Bengaluru - Kamakhya Superfast Express will be
diverted via Kharagpur – Bhattanagar – Barddhaman –
Sainthia instead of  Hijli – Adra – Andal – Durgapur. • 13021
Howrah – Raxaul Mithila Express will be diverted via Khana –
Rampurhat – Kiul instead of Barddhaman – Andal – Asansol. •
13185 Sealdah – Jaynagar Ganga Sagar Express will be di-
verted via Khana – Rampurhat – Kiul instead of Barddhaman
– Andal – Asansol. • 13105 Sealdah – Ballia Express will be di-
verted via Khana – Rampurhat – Kiul instead of Barddhaman
– Andal – Asansol. • 13106 Ballia – Sealdah Express will be di-
verted via Kiul – Rampurhat – Khana instead of Asansol – Andal
– Barddhaman. • 02024 Patna – Howrah Special Express will
be diverted via Jasidih – Dumka – Rampurhat – Khana instead
of Jasidih – Asansol – Andal – Khana.

Short Termination/Origination on 24.08.2025 (Sunday): •
22321/ 22322 Howrah – Siuri – Howrah Hool Express will be
short terminated at/ Short Originated from Durgapur and the
service between Durgapur & Siuri will remain cancelled in both
direction. • 63510 Jhajha - Barddhaman MEMU will be short
terminated at Asansol and the service between Asansol & Bard-
dhaman will remain cancelled. • 63519 Barddhaman – Bokaro
Steel City MEMU will be Short Originated from Asansol and the
service between Barddhaman & Asansol will remain cancelled.
• 13504 Hatia - Barddhaman MEMU Express will be short ter-
minated at Asansol and the service between Asansol & Bard-
dhaman will remain cancelled.

Short Origination on 25.08.2025 (Monday): • 13503 Bard-
dhaman - Hatia MEMU Express will be Short Originated from
Asansol and the service between Barddhaman & Asansol will
remain cancelled.

Rescheduling on 24.08.2025 (Sunday): • 12326 Nangal
Dam – Kolkata Gurumukhi Superfast Express will be resched-
uled by 4 hours 15 minutes. • 13152 Jammu Tawi – Kolkata
Express will be rescheduled by 4 hours. • 12988 Ajmer – Seal-
dah Superfast Express will be rescheduled by 3 hours 45 min-
utes. • 22348 Patna – Howrah Vande Bharat Express will be
rescheduled by 3 hours 15 minutes. 

Wildfires ravage Europe
in worldwide heat waves
MI News Service, Madrid:
Record heatwaves have
turned Europe into a swelter-
ing sauna above 40 degrees
Celsius as raging wildfires
sweep many countries on high
alert.

The extreme summer
heat has created favorable
conditions for rampant wild-
fires, which have already
killed several people, dis-
placed thousands and forced
firefighters to battle blazes
across large parts of Europe.
In France, a heatwave broke
temperature records in the
southwest, with maximums
up to 12 degrees Celsius above
normal, before spreading to
the center-east and northeast
of the country. "Often remark-
able, even unprecedented
maximum temperatures,
often 12 degrees above nor-
mal levels, were reached this
Monday," Meteo France said
Tuesday in a press release.
The intense heat, combined
with dry winds and rare rain-
fall, has created ideal condi-
tions for fueling wildfires,
which have erupted across
southern Europe and the
Balkans.

In Croatia, air tempera-
ture records were set in
Sibenik, at 39.5 degrees, and
Dubrovnik, at 38.9 degrees,
while large forest fires raged
along its coasts and ripped
through neighboring coun-
tries in the Balkans. In Spain,
for example, a lightning-
sparked wildfire near Madrid
killed one man, forced hun-
dreds of residents to evacuate,
and scorched about 1,000
hectares of land, while a sec-
ond fire in the southern resort

town of Tarifa prompted
around 2,000 people to flee,
and additional blazes in
Zamora and Castilla y Leon
forced hundreds more to
leave. A fire map published on
the website of national broad-
caster RTVE shows wide-
spread fire activities across
the country, with orange and
red indicators marking both
active fires and affected zones.

Authorities are requesting
help from European partners
as Spain faces its 10th consec-
utive day of a record-breaking
heatwave, with temperatures
peaking at 45 degrees. The
country is ready to seek more
help from European allies,
such as more firefighters,
Spanish Interior Minister Fer-
nando Grande-Marlaska was
quoted by local media Cadena
SER as saying on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, wildfires continue
to scorch northern Portugal,
with more than 1,300 fire-
fighters and 16 aircraft busy
battling flames, one of which
has been burning for 10 days.
Large fires have also been
roaring in northwestern
Türkiye, Albania and Mon-
tenegro, where thick smoke
blankets several towns. In Al-
bania, one man died, while a
Montenegrin soldier was
killed during firefighting oper-
ations, and in Greece, wild-
fires have prompted
emergency evacuations at
multiple tourist destinations.
Meteorologists attribute the
extreme heat to a large high-
pressure system drawing
warm, dry air over the conti-
nent and expected to persist
through at least Monday in
many areas.
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KHO-KHO PLAYERS TO JOIN PM MODI
IN INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : In a historic
first for the sport, Kho Kho players
will join Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to partake in the
Independence Day ceremony at
the Red Fort on August 15.

Celebrating the burgeoning
growth of an indigenous sport, PM
Modi has invited 30 of India's best
Kho Kho players, fresh off the
country's triumph in the maiden
World Cup held in January 2025
in New Delhi, as per a release
from UKK.

The inclusion of Kho Kho at
such a significant national gather-
ing also highlights how the gov-
ernment is elevating indigenous
games. 

Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has explicitly advocat-
ed for Kho Kho's inclusion in the
Asian Games and the 2036
Olympics, calling it a "collective
effort" involving players, federa-
tions, and the Sports Ministry to
boost its international footprint.

The celebration also aligns
with India's 2036 Olympic bid and
the pitch to return Kho Kho to the
Games exactly a century after its
1936 Berlin demonstration
appearance.

Fifteen of these 30 players will

be part of the player draft of the
new season of Ultimate Kho Kho
(UKK) beginning November 29.
Since its inception in 2022, UKK
with collaboration with Kho Kho
Federation of India (KKFI) has
provided a structured professional

platform for Kho Kho, giving play-
ers regular high-level competition
and access to better training
resources. Its modern format,
faster gameplay, and national
telecast have helped rekindle pub-
lic interest in the sport while
inspiring a new generation of
players across the country. In sea-
son 3, for the first time, the league
will feature international players,
underscoring the sport's growing
global footprint.

Speaking on the occasion,
Pratik Waikar said, "Being invited
to the Red Fort for Independence
Day is one of the proudest
moments of my life. 

Winning the World Cup earlier
this year was historic for us, but
this honour from the nation shows
that Kho Kho is finally getting the
recognition it deserves. 

With the sport now reaching
audiences across the world and
international players set to join us
in UKK Season 3, it feels like Kho

Kho is stepping onto the global
stage in a way we've all dreamed
of," as quoted from a release by
UKK.

Among those honoured are the
World Cup-winning players Pratik
Waikar, Ramji Kashyap, Sachin
Bhargo, Suyash Gargate,
Gowtham M K, Rokeson Khuman,
Nikhil B, Pabani Sabar, Akash
Baliyan, Aditya Ganpule, Siva
Reddy, Subramani, Mehul, Aniket
Pote and Sumon Barman, whose
performances have energised the
sport's momentum at home and
abroad.

With its fast pace, strategic
depth, and deep cultural roots,
Kho Kho has evolved from a
schoolyard favourite to a profes-
sional sport with a growing inter-
national fanbase. UKK's expan-
sion to include foreign players this
season is seen as a crucial step in
positioning the sport for both com-
mercial growth and Olympic
recognition. 

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : From
dusty playgrounds to the
grandest stages of global
sport, India's journey since
1947 has been written with
sweat, spirit, and unyielding
dreams. In a country where
sports have often carried the
hopes of a billion, some victo-
ries have gone beyond the
scoreboard; they have
become national memories,
etched in collective pride.

The Olympics have been
the stage for some of India's
most defining breakthroughs.
In 1952 at Helsinki, wrestler
KD Jadhav clinched bronze in
the men's 57 kg freestyle
wrestling category, becoming
the first individual Olympic
medalist for India after inde-
pendence. Four years later, in
Melbourne, the Indian men's
hockey team, in a sport they
had dominated for decades,
won gold by defeating
Pakistan, their first Olympic
gold in hockey for independ-

ent India and the sixth in a
row for the nation.

In 1996 at Atlanta, tennis
ace Leander Paes brought
home a bronze in men's sin-
gles, becoming the first Asian
to win an Olympic tennis
medal and the only Indian to
do so to date. Sydney 2000
saw weightlifter Karnam
Malleswari lift herself into

history by winning bronze
and becoming the first Indian
woman to win an Olympic
medal. Beijing 2008 was a
watershed year as shooter
Abhinav Bindra struck gold,
India's first-ever individual
Olympic gold. In the same
Games, wrestler Sushil
Kumar won bronze before
going on to secure silver at

London 2012, becoming the
first Indian to win two indi-
vidual Olympic medals. The
2020 Tokyo Games (held in
2021) gave India its first-ever
athletics gold medal through
javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra, whose triumph
sparked a wave of interest in
track and field. Most recently,
at Paris 2024, shooter Manu
Bhaker became the first
Indian to win two medals in
the same Olympics, adding
another golden page to the
country's Olympic story.
Outside the Olympics, Indian
football had its own tryst with
glory when, in 1951, the
national team won gold at
the Asian Games in New
Delhi. The following year, in
1952, India registered its
first-ever Test cricket victory,
against England in Chennai,
a sign of things to come for a
cricket-loving nation. In
1975, at Kuala Lumpur, the
men's hockey team lifted

their first and only Men's
Hockey World Cup.
Badminton legend Prakash
Padukone became the first
Indian to win the prestigious
All England Open in 1980,
inspiring a generation to fol-
low. In 1988, chess prodigy
Viswanathan Anand earned
the title of India's first-ever
Grandmaster. In 1997,
Mahesh Bhupathi made his-
tory as the first Indian Grand
Slam winner, claiming the
French Open mixed doubles
with Japan's Rika Hiraki.
Cricket, of course, has its
own chapters of legend. In
1983 at Lord's, Kapil Dev's
men stunned the mighty West
Indies to win India's first-ever
Cricket World Cup. Two
decades later, under the cap-
taincy of MS Dhoni, India
won the inaugural T20 World
Cup in 2007 in South Africa,
lifted the ODI World Cup at
the Wankhede Stadium in
2011.

Khelo India Water Sports
Festival mascot, logo
released in Srinagar

SRINAGAR (JAMMU AND
KASHMIR): The Himalayan
Kingfisher, the mascot for the
first-ever Khelo India Water
Sports Festival, was released in
Srinagar on Thursday. The
Games will be held at the iconic
Dal Lake from August 21-23,
according to a release from SAI
media.

The water sports festival is
part of the expanding Khelo
India calendar. The first-ever
Khelo India Beach Games were
held in Diu in May this year.
The KIWSF will be hosted by
the J&K Sports Council in col-
laboration with the Union
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports and the Sports Authority
of India.

For Jammu and Kashmir,
this will be the second Khelo
India event after Gulmarg host-
ed the snow events of the Khelo
India Winter Games in March.
The KIWSF will feature rowing,
canoeing and kayaking as
medal events. The demonstra-
tion events will be water skiing,
shikara race and dragon boat
race. More than 400 athletes
from 36 states and Union
Territories are expected in
Srinagar.

The Minister for Youth
Services and Sports, Jammu
and Kashmir, Satish Sharma,
and the Member of Legislative

Assembly (MLA), Zadibal,
Tanvir Sadiq, released the mas-
cot and the logo. The official
kits of the Games were also
revealed.

The Himalayan Kingfisher,
the colourful mascot of the
Khelo India Water Sports
Festival 2025, embodies the
spirit of adventure, nature, and
competition in the Games. With
its bold orange and blue, it rep-
resents energy, tranquillity, and
the beauty of Kashmir. More
than a symbol, it's the festival's
ambassador, promoting eco-
friendly sports, tourism, and
youth engagement nationwide.

The Khelo India Water
Sports Festival logo captures
the essence of Kashmir, featur-
ing a Shikara gliding on Dal
Lake, framed by snow-capped
mountains and pine trees. Its
calm reflections mirror the
beauty of Kashmir, while the
Khelo India colours unite tradi-
tion, nature, and the energy of
sport.

"Gulmarg has already
become the winter games capi-
tal of the country, and now Dal
Lake will become the water
sports hub of the country," said
Sadiq, as quoted from a release
from SAI media.

"This is a proud moment for
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir," he added. 

BCCI likely to change venue of Bengaluru ICC
Women's WC matches to another city: sources
MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) : The Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is likely to
change the venue for ICC Women's World Cup
matches initially allotted to M Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru to some other city in the
aftermath of the stampede which occurred out-
side the celebration just a day after Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) team's maiden
Indian Premier League (IPL) title win, as per
sources.

As per sources, the final decision on the venue
could come during this weekend.

The M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru is
facing the risk of losing its Women's World Cup

fixtures after the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) missed the August 10 dead-
line set by the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) to obtain police clearance for hosting
the games, as per ESPNcricinfo.

In case Bengaluru is ruled out, the Greenfield
Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram is being dis-
cussed as a possible replacement venue. As per
the current schedule, Bengaluru is set to host the
tournament opener between India and Sri Lanka
on September 30, followed by England vs South
Africa (October 3), India vs Bangladesh (October
26), the second semi-final on October 30, and
possibly the final on November 2.

Gill or Jaiswal: Who will
make it to Asia Cup squad?
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The newly-
appointed Test skipper, Shubman Gill,
ate a massive chunk of batting record
books following a 754 run outing dur-
ing the tour of England, which saw
him score four centuries in five
matches and walk away with the
'Player of the Series' honours. Already
a force to be reckoned with in ODIs,
having scored 2,775 runs and 22 fifty-
plus scores in 55 ODIs, there have
been temptations to play him in the
upcoming T20 Asia Cup, starting from
September 9 onwards.

India will kickstart their campaign
from September 10 against the UAE.
There have been media reports that
Gill could make his return to the T20I
team, possibly as a vice-captain. As
per reports, he could be in line to
receive the ODI leadership once cur-
rent skipper Rohit Sharma calls it
quits, as per ESPNCricinfo.

The question is, does Gill fit in
India's T20I plans?. His most recent
T20 outing was in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025, where he scored
650 runs at a strike rate of almost
156, with six fifties in 15 matches and
emerged as the fourth-highest run-
getter. He is also identified as one of
the faces which could dominate all
format cricket for India in the coming
decade. But the selection process is
still complex, as last time when India
played a full-fledged T20I squad,
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli were
still around in the T20 World Cup
2024, with Gill as a travelling reserve
outside the main 15 players. Since
then, scheduling and injuries have
influenced India's selection in T20Is.

After the WC, Gill led a second-
string Indian side to series win in

Zimbabwe, and July 2024 was the last
time he played T20Is for India. He
ended the year 2024 with 266 runs in
eight T20Is at an average of 38.00,
strike rate of 133 and two fifties from
the Zimbabwe series, improving his
stats overall to 578 runs in 21 match-
es and innings at an average of 30.42,
with a strike rate of over 139, a cen-
tury and three fifties following an
inconsistent string of scores in the
start of his T20I career. Gill was
appointed as Suryakumar Yadav's
deputy for the T20I series in July, and
as Test cricket took priority, Gill was
not picked for T20Is, with Sanju
Samson, Abhishek Sharma and Tilak
Varma emerging as India's new top
three. Gill missed T20Is against
Bangladesh in October, the T20Is in
South Africa in November, and the
home T20Is against England in
January this year, as per

ESPNCricinfo.
The T20Is in January were sched-

uled soon after a dismal Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in Australia and the
ICC Champions Trophy in March was
priority for the youngster as he was
picked for England ODIs, with all-
rounder Axar Patel given the T20I
vice-captaincy for this whole run of
T20Is. The scheduling is still extreme-
ly tough as after the Asia Cup final on
September 28, the home Tests against
West Indies will kickstart from
October 2. Selectors will have to
choose their best squad for Asia Cup
with an eye on defending T20 World
Cup at home and Sri Lanka next year.
Since their T20 WC win, India has
been absolutely crushing in bilateral
series, winning 17 out of 20 such
series. In Gill's absence, Abhishek
solidified his spot with a 279-run
series (at SR of 220) against England,
including a blistering 135 in 54 balls
at Wankhede. While Sanju's scores
were low, he had smashed three cen-
turies in five innings during the series
against Bangladesh at home and in
South Africa away. Since the last T20
WC win, among all top order options,
Abhishek has been the top scorer and
the most tempting one, given his
strokeplay and strike rate. In 42
matches across India/IPL/domestic
fixtures, he has scored 1,363 runs in
40 innings at an average of 34.94,
with a strike rate of over 198, four
centuries and six fifties. His best score
is 141. Across all of T20 since the last
T20 WC, Tilak has scored 1,200 runs
in 36 matches and 32 innings at an
average of 50.00, with a strike rate of
153.84, with three centuries and five
fifties. His best score is 151. 

India's greatest sporting moments since
Independence: A journey of firsts, glory and grit

PRITHVI SHAW SET TO
PLAY FOR MAHARASHTRA
IN BUCHI BABU
TOURNAMENT; AYUSH
MHATRE TO LEAD MUMBAI
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Prithvi Shaw has been named
in Maharashtra's 17-member squad for the All India
Buchi Babu Invitational Tournament to be held in
Chennai from August 18 to September 9. This will be
Shaw's first outing for Maharashtra since moving
from Mumbai in July, as per ESPNcricinfo.

The 24-year-old opener shifted to Maharashtra
after securing a no-objection certificate from the
Mumbai Cricket Association. He was left out of
Mumbai's Ranji Trophy squad for the 2024-25 sea-
son owing to concerns over his fitness and discipli-
nary issues.

The Maharashtra side will be led by Ankit Bawne
and also features Ruturaj Gaikwad, who is set to
make his return to professional cricket following the
elbow injury he sustained during Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025.

Meanwhile, 18-year-old Ayush Mhatre, who cap-
tained India Under-19 during their recent tour of
England, will lead Mumbai in the Buchi Babu
Tournament. Mhatre had an impressive IPL 2025 for
Chennai Super Kings (CSK). He was also the top
scorer in the U-19 Tests in England, amassing 340
runs in four innings.

Mumbai's squad also features Sarfaraz Khan and
his younger brother Musheer Khan. The latter suf-
fered a fracture in the neck region in a road accident
last September.

Maharashtra Squad: Ankit Bawane (capt),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Prithvi Shaw, Siddhesh Veer,
Sachin Dhas, Arshin Kulkarni, Harshal Kate,
Siddharth Mhatre, Saurabh Nawale (wk), Mandar
Bhandari (wk), Ramakrishna Ghosh, Mukesh
Choudhary, Pradeep Dadhe, Vicky Ostwal, Hitesh
Walunj, Prashant Solanki, Rajvardhan Hangargekar.

Mumbai squad: Ayush Mhatre (capt), Musheer
Khan, Divyansh Saxena, Sarfaraz Khan, Suved
Parkar (vc), Pragnesh Kanpillewar, Harsh Aghav,
Sairaj Patil, Aakash Parkar, Aakash Anand (wk),
Hardik Tamore (wk), Shreyas Gurav, Yash Dicholkar,
Himanshu Singh, Royston Dias, Sylvester
DaEUR(tm)Souza, Irfan Umair. 


