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TMC names Abhishek Banerjee 
as its leader in Lok Sabha

PM Modi, Abhishek Banerjee and others condole 
the death of  Shibu Soren saying he was 

passionate about empowering tribal communities

Jharkhand 
declares 3-day
state mourning 

following 
former CM Shibu
Soren's death

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays his respects to former Jharkhand chief minister Shibu Soren, who passed away at
the age of 81 on Monday, at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, in New Delhi. Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren is also
seen.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
In a major political  move,
Triunamool Congress
(TMC) supremo  Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
named  the party’s  Na-
tional General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee as the
party’s leader in the Lok
Sabha,‘

Informing this  party
sources said Abhishek

Banerjee, a three-time MP
from Diamond Harbour,
will replace veteran law-
maker from Kolkata Uttar
Sudip Bandopadhyay,
adding Sudip Bandopad-
hyay was relieved of the
responsibility because of
his poor health and his
current inability to attend
the Parliament session.

Describing this sudden

change in  the party’s Par-
liamentary  leadership as
a  ‘strategic shift’, the po-
litical observers here said
this new appointment  is
likely to  benefit the Tri-
namool Congress  in the
long run and even before
the next year’s  Assembly
elections in West Bengal..

The decision to
change the party’s  Parlia-

menrary leadership was
taken  during a virtual
meeting of TMC lawmak-
ers, presided over by
party supremo Mamata
Banerjee, who also under-
scored the party's for-
ward-looking approach.
The party, holding 29 Lok
Sabha seats, remains piv-
otal in the opposition
INDIA bloc.

MI News Service, Kolkata : With the
2026 West Bengal assembly elections
on the horizon,  the ruling Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal  has em-
barked on  finaloising their poll
strategies ahead of the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in the state.

Keeping this in mind,TMC All
India General Secretary and the
party MP  from Diamond Harbour
Abhishek Banerjee started a series
of  meetings from Monday with
grassroot level workers and district
level party leaders in preparation of
the election procress.

Accordingly, in his first such
meeting with the district party lead-
ers of  Alipurduar and Coobehar at
his  Camac Street office on Monday,
he told them in no unceretain term
that  stern action would be taken
against all those responsible in case
of any factional feud within the party
ranks cones up before the elections.

Also asking the party workers in
both the North Bengal districts to go
all-out in the coming elections, he
said "Everyone has to go along with
everyone. There shouldl be no con-
flict among the party workers and
leaders themselves and not even an
inch of land will be conceded to any-
one." He said in the 2021 Assembly
elections and the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, Trinamool Congress had
am unexpected result across North
Bengal, particularly in these two dis-

tricts. But,he said,in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections,at least Cooch Behar
was able to maintain its
standard.’You must not only main-
tain that standard  but also make all
out efforts to better it,’ Abhishek
Banerjee  told the Cooch Behar dis-
trict leadership, " 

Underling that more emphasis
should be given on block-level cam-
paigning,the TMC second in com-

mand after Mamata Banerjee also
reminded them that the movement
to adopt Bengali language should be
made more vigorous in both the dis-
tricts bordering Assam. , He said,
"Assam is a border state, so we have
to give more emphasis to the Bengali
language movement." In this con-
nection Abhishek Banerjee also
asked the party leaders not to spend
much time outside the district or
outside their own area. instead from
now on  they must organize more
meetings and other party pro-
grammes in their own areas.   "Give
more time to your own area.Spend
as much time as possible in your lo-
calities.Be present in the neighbor-
hood and understand what people
want. Their problems must be
looked into and  they must be
solved”. " 

After today’s district-wise meet-
ings, similar meetings will be held
for Malda and Jalpaiguri on
Wednesday and that for Dakshin Di-
najpur district on Thursday.After
that, another meeting will be held on
August 11 for Uttar Dinajpur dis-
trict. These meetings will be at-
tended by all district presidents,
chairmen and the party’s, youth
presidents besides  all MLAs and
MPs  representing those districts.In
addition protest meetings will be
held in 19 places at the district 
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MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid rich
tributes to former Jharkhand Chief
minister Shibu Soren after his de-
mise on Monday, saying he was par-
ticularly passionate about
empowering tribal communities, and
the poor and downtrodden.

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha co-
founder Soren, who was undergoing
treatment for a number of age re-
lated problems for the past few
months at the Sir Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal in Delhi, died at the age of 81
today due to kidney related prob-
lems.. Soon after he was informed
PM Modi spoke to the prominent
tribal leader's son and Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren and ex-
pressed his condolences.

He said on X, "Shri Shibu Soren
Ji was a grassroots leader who rose
through the ranks of public life with
unwavering dedication to the people.
He was particularly passionate about
empowering tribal communities, the

poor and downtrodden."
He added, "Pained by his passing

away. My thoughts are with his fam-
ily and admirers. Spoke to Jhark-
hand CM Shri Hemant Soren Ji and
expressed condolences. Om Shanti."

Soon after the death of his father,
his son and present Jharkhand Chief
minister Hemant Soren shared the
news on his X handle, political lead-
ers across party lines started pouring
in their condolences.

Apart from Prime Minister Modi,
Trinamool Congress All India Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Banerjee,
MP, remembered Soren as a tower-
ing figure whose voice gave strength
to generations of Adivasis. “Deeply
saddened by the passing of Shri
Shibu Soren ji – A towering figure
whose voice gave strength to gener-
ations of Adivasis and whose strug-
gle shaped the soul of Jharkhand.
His journey from the grassroots to
national prominence is a story of
courage, sacrifice and unshakeable

faith in his people. His absence
leaves a void that cannot be filled.
My deepest condolences to @He-
mantSorenJMM Ji, his loved ones
and to the people of Jharkhand,” Ab-
hishek Banerjee wrote on his X  han-
dle today. .

Among others NCP MP Supriya
Sule also condoled the death of
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha co-founder
who fought for a separate tribal state
and said his dedication to the rights
and welfare of the people of Jhark-
hand and tribals will be remem-
bered. “Deeply saddened by the
demise of former Chief Minister of
Jharkhand Shri Shibu Soren ji. His
lifelong dedication to the rights and
welfare of the people of Jharkhand
and Tribals will always be remem-
bered. My thoughts and prayers are
with Chief Minister Hemant Soren ji,
the Soren family, and his followers
during this difficult time. May his
soul rest in peace. Heartfelt condo-
lences,” she wrote on X. 

MI News Service, New
Delhi / Washington (DC) :
Taking a cue from Presi-
dent Donald Trump, a top
aide of the US administra-
tion has alleged that
though India portrays itself
as being one of America’s
closest friends in the
world, it imposes massive
tariffs, engages in “cheat-
ing” on immigration poli-
cies, and its purchases of
Russian oil are financing
the Ukraine war.

White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller, in an interview to
Fox News on Sunday, said
that President Trump has
said very clearly that “it is
not acceptable for India to
continue financing this
war by purchasing oil from
Russia”.

“People be shocked to
learn that India is also ba-
sically tied with China in
purchasing Russian oil,"
Miller said.

This new development
seems to have  come after
the US President in a bid to
put more pressure on New
Delhi has urged  the coun-
try to stop buying Russian
oil or face penalties in ad-

dition to 25 per tariff on all
American imports.

During the interview
Miller, has repeatedly
stated  “What he (Trump)
said very clearly is that it is
not acceptable for India to
continue financing this
war (with Ukraine) by pur-
chasing the oil from Rus-
sia.”

Miller, who is seen as
one of Trump’s most influ-
ential aides, his criticism is
being viewed as one of the
strongest by the Trump ad-
ministration yet about one
of the US’ major partners
in the Indo-Pacific.

However, without going
deep into the allegation,
top Indian government
sources stated that New
Delhi will continue to  keep
purchasing oil from
Moscow at cheaper rates
despite threats of penalty
from President Trump.

Trump announced a
25% tariff on Indian prod-
ucts that get imported in
the United States and also
threatened the countries
that buy Russian oil with a
100% tariff on US imports
until the Kremlin reaches
a ceasefire deal with

Ukraine.
However, Miller added

that President Trump’s re-
lationship with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
been “tremendous”.

He claimed that Trump
"wants a tremendous rela-
tionship and has had al-
ways a tremendous
relationship with India"
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

"But we need to get
real about dealing with the
financing of this war...So,
President Trump, all op-
tions are on the table to
deal diplomatically, finan-
cially and otherwise with
the ongoing war in
Ukraine, so we can achieve
peace," he added.

Indian government
sources said on Monday
that New Delhi would keep
purchasing Russian oil de-
spite US threats. The In-
dian government has also
not given any instructions
to its oil refiners to stop
buying Russian oil. Both
state-run and private re-
finers are allowed to buy
from preferred sources,
and crude purchases re-
main a commercial deci-

sion. 
Over the weekend,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has also struck a de-
fiant tone in the face of
Trump's tariff threats and
underscored the impor-
tance of shielding India's
economic interests during
uncertain global condi-
tions.

"The world economy is
going through many ap-
prehensions - there is an
atmosphere of instability,"
PM Modi said at a rally in
Uttar Pradesh on Saturday.
"Now, whatever we buy,
there should be only one
scale: we will buy those
things which have been
made by the sweat of an
Indian."

Incidentally, India has
recently become one of
Trump's top targets as he
looks to pressure Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
end his war in Ukraine.
The US President lashed
out at India last week, crit-
icising it for joining the
BRICS grouping of devel-
oping countries and main-
taining close ties 
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Not even an inch of land will be conceded
to anyone, says Abhishek Banerjee

India should not continue financing Ukraine war
by purchasing oil from Russia, says Trump aide

Govt set to push legislative agenda amid parliamentary deadlock over SIR

Mamata Banerjee condoles the death 
of Sibhu Soren, feels ‘a chapter of 

Jharkhand's history comes to an end’

SIR very big issue, govt must agree 
to debate, says Priyanka Gandhi

MI News Service,
Kolkata:  West Bengal
Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee joined the rest
of the nation in deeply
condoling the death of
former Chief Minister of
Jharkhand, a former
Union Minister and the
founder of Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha Sibhu
Soren  in a New Delhi
hospital on Monday. In
acondolence message in
her X handle the Chief
miniater said “Pro-
foundly saddened by
the demise of Shibu
Soren, former Chief
Minister of Jharkhand,
a former Union Minis-
ter, founder of Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha,
and Guru Dishom (great
leader) for my Adivasi

brothers and sisters. My
heart- felt condolences
to my brother , his son
and current Chief Min-
ister of Jharkhand, as
well as to his entire fam-
ily, fraternity, and his all
followers at large. I
knew him well and re-
spected him sincerely. A

chapter of Jharkhand's
history comes to an end
today. In a separate
message Trinamool Con-
gress All India General
Secretary Abhishek
Banerjee,MP, also ex-
pressed grief and con-
doled the death of Sibhu
Soren.

MI News Service, Ranchi :
The Jharkhand govern-
ment has declared three-
day state mourning in
honour of former Chief
minister Shibu Soren, who
passed away in Delhi on
Monday morning. a state-
ment issued by the state
government said .  Shibu
Soren, the founder of the
state's ruling JMM,was
suffering from various old
age related ailments for
the past few months and
was admitted to a hospital
in the National capital
about a month ago where
he  breathed his last this
morning. He was 81.

The government has
also cancelled all its sched-
uled programmes during
the three day period of
mourning, the statement
said adding all state gov-
ernment offices will re-
main closed on August 4, 5
and 6, it said.

"The state government
has decided to observe
three days of state mourn-
ing from August 4 to Au-
gust 6, 2025, following the
death of former Chief Min-
ister and Rajya Sabha MP
Shibu Soren this morning
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
in New Delhi," it added. 

MI News Service, New Delhi : The
Union government has decided to
push  the smooth passage of a key
sports bill in the Lok Sabha and
another in the Rajya Sabha, amid
a continuing deadlock in Parlia-
ment on Monday, with the opposi-
tion unitedly demanding for a
discussion on SIR failed to draw a
positive response from the ruling
alliance.

The Lower House has listed
the National Sports Governance
Bill, which envisages greater
transparency in the functioning of
sports bodies, for consideration
and passage.

The Rajya Sabha has also
listed for passage on Monday a
resolution from Home Minister

Amit Shah on the extension of the
President's rule in Manipur by an-
other six months with effect from
August 13.

.Except for a two-day discus-
sion on the Pahalgam terror at-
tack and Operation Sindoor in
both the Houses, Parliamentary
proceedings have been all but a
washout since the Monsoon ses-
sion began on July 21 as the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar has ignited
vociferous protests from opposi-
tion parties.

The INDIA bloc, which has in
previous sessions often spoken in
different voices, has joined ranks
over the issue, alleging the Elec-
tion Commission's  SIR exercise is

aimed at removing voters sympa-
thetic to its agenda and boosting
the prospects of the BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance.

The ECI  has also said it will
soon roll out  similar exercise na-
tionally to "protect" the integrity
of electoral rolls to ensure that
only eligible voters are allowed to
cast votes.

The Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, has
accused the ECI of "vote chori"
(stealing votes) and has been
fiercely critical of the poll body.
But the ECI had in a statement on
Saturday rejected Gandhi's allega-
tions as "baseless", "unsubstanti-
ated" and "misleading".  With the
government paying little heed to

the demand for a discussion on
SIR in Parliament, the Opposition
has been unsparing in its protest
in Parliament, forcing repeated
adjournments.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju has maintained that it
is for the Chair of the two Houses
to decide on the Opposition's de-
mand in accordance with the
rules. However, he also recently
cited a ruling by Balram Jakhar, a
veteran Congress leader who was
the Lok Sabha Speaker between
1980 and 1989, that the House
cannot debate the functioning of a
constitutional body like the ECI to
suggest the government's 
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MI News Service, New Delhi : Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Monday
said the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar is a "very big"
issue, and the government should agree
to a discussion on it and move forward.

She asked why the opposition should
not continue to raise the issue when the
matter pertains to voters' list. The Con-
gress general secretary's remarks came
after the Lok Sabha was adjourned till 2
pm due to protests by opposition parties
demanding discussion on voter roll revi-
sion in Bihar. Asked about the opposition
continuing to raise the SIR issue, Priyanka
Gandhi said, "It is a very big issue. If all
this is being done to the voters' list why
should we not raise it?" "The government
should agree to a discussion and move

forward, why not," she told reporters in
the Parliament House complex.

Several MPs of the INDIA bloc parties
have been protesting daily in the Parlia-
ment House complex against the Election
Commission's voter roll revision in Bihar,
and demanding its rollback.

The protest, however, was not held on
Monday to pay respect to the passing
away of former Jharkhand Chief Minister
Shibu Seoren in New Delhi earlier this
morning. The opposition has been
protesting in both Houses of Parliament
against the SIR, alleging the EC's exercise
was aimed at "disenfranchising voters" in
Bihar ahead of the Assembly elections.
They have been demanding a discussion
on the issue in both Houses since the start
of the Monsoon session on July 21. 

Indian-origin lawyer named Ohio’s new Solicitor General
MI News Service, Washington
(DC) : In what could be de-
scribed as yet another suc-
cess story of an  Indian-origin
naturalised citizen of the US,
lawyer Mathura Sridharan
has recently been named as
Ohio’s 12th Solicitor General,
as this major American state’s
top attorney for appeals in
state and federal courts.  At-
torney General Dave Yost said

in a statement this week that
he proudly selected Sridharan
for the role following the de-
parture of her predecessor,
Elliot Gaiser, who President
Donald Trump tapped to lead
the US Department of Jus-
tice’s Office of Legal Counsel.
“Mathura is a relentless de-
fender of Ohioans, a 
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MI News Service,  Cooch 
Behar: Tension gripped 
Dinhata Sub-Divisional Hos-
pital on Sunday after a new-
born sustained a head injury 
during a cesarean delivery, 
sparking outrage among 
family members and prompt-
ing a police complaint. The 
incident took place when 
Beauty Khatun, a resident 
of Bara Sholmari Gram Pan-
chayat in Dinhata, was ad-
mitted to the hospital late 
Saturday night with labor 
pains. She underwent a ce-
sarean section around noon 
on Sunday.

However, what should 
have been a moment of joy 
for the family quickly turned 
into shock and confusion. 
According to family mem-
bers, hospital staff were ini-
tially reluctant to show them 
the newborn after delivery, 
raising concerns. Under per-
sistent pressure from the 
family, the baby was even-
tually brought forward—
revealing a large, stitched 
wound on the infant’s fore-
head, which had been cov-
ered in bandages. The sight 
left the family stunned, and 
heated protests erupted 

within the hospital prem-
ises. The newborn’s father, 
Salam Miah, lodged a formal 
complaint at Dinhata Police 
Station, following which po-
lice personnel arrived at the 
hospital to bring the situa-
tion under control. Hospital 
sources confirmed that the 
injury occurred during the 
surgical procedure. They 
stated that the mother’s con-
dition was critical at the time 
of delivery, and in the course 
of the operation, a surgical 
instrument may have inad-
vertently grazed the new-
born's forehead, resulting 
in a cut that required two 
stitches. Both the mother 
and child are reported to be 
stable and under observa-
tion. However, the hospital 
authorities have not made 
any official statement on the 
matter so far. The incident 
has raised serious concerns 
regarding surgical protocols 
and patient safety during 
delivery procedures in gov-
ernment-run healthcare 
facilities. The family has de-
manded accountability and a 
thorough investigation into 
the circumstances surround-
ing the injury.

MI News Service,   
Ghatal: A heart-wrenching 
image from flood-affected 
Ghatal has stirred both polit-
ical tensions and public out-
rage after a deceased wom-
an’s body was transported 
to the crematorium on a 
banana raft due to extreme 
waterlogging in the area.

The incident occurred in 

Ward No. 9 of Ghatal Mu-
nicipality. Manasa Chow-
dhury, the widow of late 
ward councillor Kanhaiyalal 
Chowdhury, passed away 
shortly after midnight on 
Sunday. With the entire area 
submerged, conventional 
transport to the cremato-
rium was impossible. The 
family resorted to floating 
the body across floodwaters 
on a banana raft — the only 
available means to reach the 
cremation ground located 
at a distance. The poignant 
image quickly went viral, 
prompting swift reactions. 
BJP MLA Sheetal Kapat 
strongly criticized the ruling 
government, questioning the 
preparedness of civic author-
ities and alleging negligence. 
“Even after so many years, 
the electric crematorium re-
mains incomplete. What de-
velopment has happened in 
Ghatal Municipality? Crores 
are being looted under the 

guise of the master plan,” he 
said. In response, Ajit Maiti, 
president of Trinamool Con-
gress’s Ghatal organizational 
district, defended the act by 
referring to local customs. 
“The family used a boat to 
reach the crematorium, and 
then followed a traditional 
practice by placing the body 
on a banana raft before final 

rites,” he explained. Resi-
dents, however, expressed 
growing frustration. With 
large swathes of areas like 
Panna and Ghisora Pancha-
yats under water, locals are 
relying solely on ferries or 
makeshift dinghies to move 
around. Many have ques-
tioned whether such methods 
are genuinely customary or 
simply a consequence of in-
adequate infrastructure and 
disaster response. The inci-
dent has brought attention 
to longstanding civic issues 
in the region, particularly 
the unfinished electric cre-
matorium, lack of drainage 
systems, and ineffective flood 
management despite re-
peated promises of a Ghatal 
master plan. As floodwaters 
continue to impact daily life, 
the image of a body floating 
to its final rites on a banana 
raft remains a powerful re-
minder of the human cost of 
infrastructural neglect.

MI News Service,   
Arambag: With continuous 
rainfall over the past two 
months, the deteriorating 
condition of roads in Pur-
ba Keshabpur village un-
der Malaypur 2 Panchayat 
in Arambagh has brought 
daily life to a standstill for 
many residents. The stretch 
of road, approximately two 
kilometers long, has become 
nearly impassable, especial-
ly affecting schoolchildren, 
patients, and working villag-
ers. Knee-deep mud, large 
potholes, and waterlogged 
pathways are now part of 
the daily commute for locals 
in Hazrapara and Bauripa-
ra. Villagers report that es-
sential services like ambu-
lances avoid the area due to 
the road’s condition, further 
complicating emergencies.

Mana Hazra, a resident 
of the village, said, “It has 
been raining constantly. This 
is our only road to the out-
side world. If someone falls 
sick, we cannot even reach 

the hospital. We desperately 
need a usable road.” Another 
resident shared the impact 
on education and livelihoods: 
“Children walk through mud 
to get to school. People can’t 
reach work, and pregnant 
women can’t get to hospitals 
safely. This is a basic need.” 
Rina Santra, a local woman, 
added, “We received bicycles 
to help our children reach 
school. But where are the 
roads? How can they ride 
in knee-deep mud?” Despite 
past assurances, residents 
say the condition of the road 
has remained unchanged for 
over six years. They are now 
calling for urgent interven-
tion to ensure year-round 
accessibility and safe pas-
sage, especially during the 
monsoon. Local authorities 
have acknowledged the situ-
ation and have assured that 
steps will be taken to ad-
dress the concerns. Howev-
er, residents remain hopeful 
that this time, promises will 
translate into action.MI News Service, Kolkata:  

In the wake of the recent 
announcement by the state 
government of 80 percent 
subsidy on electricity for 
puja committees, ABECA 
(All Bengal Electricity Con-
sumers Association) General 
Secretary Subrata Biswas 
said in a statement ---

"West Bengal being the 
predominantly agricultural 
state the tariff of electricity 
in agricultural sector in West 
Bengal are the highest in the 
country. In Tamil Nadu, Tel-
angana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Punjab, it is completely free, 
in Karnataka it is free up 

to 10 KW, and in Haryana, 
agricultural electricity con-
sumers get electricity at a 
price of 10 paisa per unit. 
The minimum charge for 
small industries has been 
set at Rs 200 per KVA per 
month, which has led to the 
closure of about 50 percent 
of wheat mills, husking mills 
and other small industries 
in the state. Households are 
provided free electricity up 
to 300 units in Punjab, 200 
units in Delhi, 200 units in 
Karnataka, and 100 units 
in Tamil Nadu and Telan-
gana. And in case of West 
Bengal household consum-

ers have to pay a minimum 
of Rs 5 and a maximum of 
Rs 9.22 per unit of electici-
ty consumption. The recent 
announcement of an 80 per-
cent subsidy on electricity 
to Durga Puja committees 
proves that the state gov-
ernment actually has no 
shortage of fund to provide 
subsidies to electricity con-
sumers. Then why won't the 
state government provide 
subsidies to save agricul-
ture and small industries 
in West Bengal? Why won't 
the government provide free 
electricity up to 200 units to 
households?"

MI News Service, Kolkata:  A felicitation cer-
emony was held at The Park Hotel to honour 
a group of successful candidates from the 
WBCS 2022 Group A and Group B examina-
tions, all of whom were students of 'WBCS 
Made Easy'. As observed by Tapash Roy, the 
annual convocation event, titled 'Uttaran 
2025', was organised under the leadership of 
Soumya Mukherjee, with active support from 
Parna Das, Soma Choudhury, Priyanka Das, 
and Rudradeep Bag.

The occasion was graced by several em-
inent personalities, including Jahar Lal 
Mukherjee, Gouri Mukherjee, Kalyan Mukho-
padhyay, Srijita Sil, and Abhirup Bhattacha-

rjee. The event was compered with grace 
and warmth by Ratna Mukherjee, adding a 
special touch to the evening’s celebrations. 
Guests lauded the accomplishments of the 
candidates and encouraged them to serve 
with integrity and dedication.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Continuous rains over West 
Bengal, coupled with the 
slowing down of the supply 
chain, have led to prices of 
vegetables skyrocketing in 
Kolkata markets, as well as 
in several other cities and 
towns across districts.

In Kolkata markets, a cau-
liflower, which was being 
sold at Rs 30 a few days ago, 
is now being sold at Rs 50 to 
60. Pointed gourd is being 
sold at least Rs 50 per kg, 

as against Rs 30 a few days 
back. A large-sized brinjal 
is being sold at Rs 100 per 
kg, while being sold at Rs 60 
some days back. 

Farmers’ associations 
and West Bengal Task Force 
members blamed the phe-
nomenon on a prolonged 
spell of heavy rain, which 
damaged locally produced 
crops.

State task force member 
Rabindranath Kolay, how-
ever, claimed that the prices 

have already come down. 
“The day before yesterday, 
we visited the markets to in-
spect the price of vegetables. 
The prices that had gone 
up have come down a little 
bit. The heavy rains have 
damaged a large quantity of 
crops. Therefore, the supply 
chain has been hit, resulting 
in the rise of vegetable pric-
es. However, efforts are on 
to bring it further down,” he 
said.

From Kolkata to the dis-

tricts of Bankura and North 
24 Parganas, the reality re-
mains the same.

Vegetable sellers claim 
that the price hike is due to 
the effect of excessive rain in 
the districts as well. “Heavy 
rains have been occurring 
in districts in the past few 
weeks. The continuous rains 
have caused extensive dam-
age to vegetable cultivation. 
Due to this, the price of veg-
etables is soaring,” said a 
seller.

Bitter gourd, which was 
being sold for Rs 50 per kg 
a few days ago, is now sell-
ing at Rs 80 per kg. Kohlra-
bi, which was also being sold 
for Rs 50 per kg, is now sell-
ing for Rs 80. Cucumber is 
being sold for Rs 80 per kg, 
and tomatoes are being sold 
for Rs 70 per kg in the Kolk-
ata markets. Ladies’ finger is 
also being sold for around Rs 
80 per kg, while green chil-
li costs between Rs 100 and 
120 per kg.

MI News Service, Kharda:  
In a shocking development, 
police have uncovered a 
large cache of weapons and 
ammunition from an apart-
ment in the Regent Park area 
of Khardah. Acting on intel-
ligence inputs, the Detective 
Department of the Barrack-
pore Police Commissionerate 
conducted a raid on Monday 
morning, leading to the re-
covery of 15 firearms—in-
cluding both indigenous and 
foreign-made weapons—and 
thousands of rounds of live 
ammunition. A substantial 
amount of cash running into 
lakhs was also seized from 
the premises.

Preliminary investigations 
reveal that the apartment 
is occupied by a person 
identified as Madhusudan 
Mukherjee. Another individ-
ual named Liton has been 
detained for questioning in 
connection with the case. 
Investigators suspect that 
Madhusudan may have links 
to an organized criminal 
network, although officials 
have declined to comment 

on the ongoing probe. Local 
residents expressed disbelief 
and concern over the dis-
covery. “He always seemed 
friendly and well-mannered. 
He used to drive around in 
his car and interact nor-
mally with neighbors. We 
never imagined something 
like this could happen here,” 
said one resident. Another 
added, “He was a tenant. 
There are many like him 
living in the area. This inci-
dent is deeply disturbing.” 
Political reactions have also 
begun to pour in. ISF MLA 
Naushad Siddiqui raised 
serious concerns about the 

timing and implications of 
the incident. “With elections 
approaching, such incidents 
are alarming. How did such 
a large consignment of arms 
reach Khardah? A thousand 
rounds of bullets could have 
meant a thousand lives lost. 
The State Police Minister 
must be held accountable,” 
he said. The case has sent 
shockwaves across the local-
ity, raising questions about 
public safety and the poten-
tial misuse of the weapons. 
The investigation is currently 
underway, with police main-
taining a cautious silence re-
garding further details.

MI News Service,   
Bishnupur:   In a dramatic 
turn of events, Babai Sardar, 
a migrant worker from Bish-
nupur’s Pariyai area, who 
was reportedly detained in 
Nagpur on suspicion of being 
an illegal Bangladeshi im-
migrant, has been released 
following swift intervention 
by Trinamool Congress MP 
Abhishek Banerjee.

The family of Babai 
Sardar, who had migrated to 
Mumbai three years ago in 
search of employment and 
worked there as a securi-
ty guard, lost contact with 
him on July 25. On Sunday, 
they received a distressing 
call informing them that he 
had been detained under 
suspicion of being a Bangla-
deshi national. The incident 
sparked concern among lo-

cal residents and political 
leaders alike. Acting on the 
family’s appeal, Abhishek 
Banerjee instructed a Trin-
amool Congress delegation, 
along with a team from the 
Diamond Harbour Police, to 
rush to Mumbai to locate the 
missing worker. It was later 
confirmed that Babai was 
being held in a detention 
camp in Nagpur. The fam-
ily quickly submitted doc-
uments including his birth 
certificate, voter ID card, 
and his secondary school 
admit card to establish his 
Indian citizenship. Accord-
ing to his family, Babai’s 
grandfather was born in 
India in 1936, and the fam-
ily has lived in Julpia, West 
Bengal, for several decades. 
Following the submission of 
these documents and rising 

political pressure, Babai 
was released late Sunday 
evening. His father, Debu 
Sardar, expressed gratitude 
toward the local MLA and 
MP, saying, “We are thankful 
to the authorities for bring-
ing our son back. But we are 
deeply disturbed that speak-
ing Bengali alone can lead to 
such a fate.” This incident 
comes amid increasing con-
cerns over the racial pro-
filing of Bengali-speaking 
migrant workers in various 
parts of India. Several oth-
er workers from Bengal are 
also reported to have faced 
similar treatment in Mum-
bai in recent times. The fam-
ily has now decided they no 
longer want Babai to seek 
employment outside Bengal, 
fearing a repeat of this trau-
matic experience.

MI News Service,   
Hooghly:   A disturbing 
scene has emerged from 
the once-functional Be-
nepukur Shibtala Upper Pri-
mary School in Pandugram, 
Goghat, where the aban-
doned premises have report-
edly turned into a hotspot for 
anti-social activities. Liquor 
bottles, plastic glasses, and 
signs of drug abuse now litter 
a classroom once meant for 
Class 5 students, highlight-
ing the neglect and decay 
of the education infrastruc-
ture in rural West Bengal. 
The school, officially closed 
a year ago due to a shortage 
of teaching staff, now lies in 
a state of disrepair. What was 
once a place of learning has 
transformed into an unsafe 
environment where livestock 
roam freely, and the premises 
are used for storing house-

hold fuel and other waste 
materials.

Local residents report that 
the building, which had only 
one sanctioned teacher be-
fore closure, gradually be-
came non-functional. Com-
munity volunteers and a few 
unemployed youths had tried 
to keep the school running, 
but their efforts collapsed af-
ter the lone government-ap-
pointed teacher retired. 
Students were subsequently 
shifted to a school located sev-
eral kilometers away. “There 
was just one teacher manag-
ing all the classes. After his 
retirement, the government 
decided to close the school 
officially. Since then, this 
building has become a dump 
yard. We sometimes hear 
noises from inside, and find 
people misusing the space,” 
said a local villager. Locals 

are now urging the state 
government to take urgent 
action. “We are mostly poor 
families here. We can’t afford 
private schools. If the gov-
ernment doesn’t reopen the 
school or provide an alterna-
tive nearby, our children will 
be deprived of basic educa-
tion,” said another resident. 
The head of the local gram 
panchayat acknowledged the 
situation and confirmed that 
the school had been closed 
due to staffing issues. Howev-
er, no clarity has been given 
on whether the building will 
be secured or repurposed in 
the near future. As concerns 
grow over children's safety 
and rising substance abuse in 
the abandoned facility, villag-
ers hope that their pleas will 
prompt authorities to restore 
the school to its original pur-
pose—education.

MI News Service,   
Bakura: A 65-year-old man 
from Kumidya village in 
Bankura Block No. 1 has 
died after months of reported 
hardship and food insecurity, 
allegedly triggered by his in-
ability to access government 
welfare schemes due to not 
having an Aadhaar card.

The deceased, Baidyanath 
Das Modak, had worked for 
years at a local sweet shop. 
However, due to old age and 
illness, he was unable to 
continue working for more 
than a year. With no source 
of income and no access to 
government support schemes 
such as old-age pensions or 
ration provisions, Baidyanath 
reportedly survived on sparse 
meals, often going hungry. He 
lived with his wife, Kalpana, 
and their only son, Somnath, 

a migrant laborer who could 
scarcely support his family 
on his limited earnings. The 
family did not have Aadhaar 
cards, which made them inel-
igible for several government 
schemes, including ration 
entitlements, which had re-
portedly been stopped due to 
lack of Aadhaar-linkage. “My 
father could not eat regular-
ly. We have tried many times 
to get Aadhaar cards, but 
were unsuccessful. Without 
it, we were not eligible for 
rations or allowances,” said 
Somnath Das Modak. Despite 
efforts from local neighbors 
who occasionally provided 
assistance, the family's strug-
gles continued. Baidyanath 
passed away at home on Fri-
day, with residents claiming 
food insecurity contribut-
ed to his death. His widow, 

Kalpana, added, “We don’t 
have Aadhaar cards. That 
means we don’t have rations. 
I haven’t eaten properly since 
morning.” This tragic inci-
dent sheds light on the crit-
ical gap in access to welfare 
in remote areas where digital 
documentation like Aadhaar 
is now a prerequisite for most 
essential services. Villagers 
and social workers in the 
area emphasized the urgent 
need for simplified, inclusive 
processes to ensure that no 
individual is denied the right 
to basic sustenance. The case 
highlights the importance of 
expanding reach, awareness, 
and accessibility of identity 
documentation and welfare 
enrollment—especially for 
the elderly, ill, and economi-
cally vulnerable living in ru-
ral and isolated regions.

MI News Service,  Baruipur: Once again, 
the feather has been added to the crown of 
Baruipur Subdivision Super Specialty Hospital. 
With this, the important Baruipur Subdivision 
and Super Specialty Hospital in the district has 
received certification from the Central Govern-
ment for the third time. This time, seventeen 
departments of this super specialty hospital 
have been promoted with honors in the Na-
tional Quality Assurance Examination of the 
Ministry of Health of the Central Government. 
It has scored more than 91 percent marks. The 

certificate from the Central Health Ministry has 
arrived. 

Last June, three observers from the Union 
Health Ministry visited the hospital. They mon-
itored its seventeen departments. The team 
of observers took service reports from the pa-
tient's family, doctors, nurses, patients, sanita-
tion workers, and Group D workers. The work 
was recognized within a month. Among the sev-
enteen departments of Baruipur Super Special-
ty Hospital and Sub-district Hospital, the neona-
tal care department has got the first place. 

MI News Service,  
Jhargram:  A suspected 
bomb explosion on a railway 
track in the Jangalmahal re-
gion has reignited fears of 
Maoist activity in the area, 
reminiscent of the unrest 
witnessed over a decade ago.

On Sunday afternoon, the 
Bhubaneswar-Delhi Raj-
dhani Express came to an 
abrupt halt near Shilai Halt, 
close to Garbeta Station, 
following a loud explosion 
reportedly heard from the 
rear of the train. Although 
no injuries were reported, 
the incident sent shockwaves 
across the region, especial-
ly as it coincided with the 
final day of the Maoist-de-
clared 'Martyrs’ Week'—a 

period historically marked 
by heightened insurgent ac-
tivities. According to railway 
sources, the train guard was 
the first to report the ex-
plosion, promptly alerting 
the nearest station. Railway 
and local officials reached 
the site later that night, with 
further assessments continu-
ing into Monday morning. A 
forensic team has collected 
evidence from the scene to 
determine the nature and 
source of the explosion. The 
incident is being investigated 
alongside a similar explosion 
reported on the same day in 
Sundargarh, Odisha—anoth-
er area with a known history 
of Maoist activity. Given the 
timing and pattern of the 

blasts, authorities suspect 
coordinated action by left-
wing extremist groups. Local 
administration officials have 
refrained from comment-
ing publicly, but intelligence 
agencies are actively probing 
the potential revival of Mao-
ist presence in the region. 
Security has been tightened 
along key railway routes in 
West Bengal and Odisha, and 
surveillance has been inten-
sified in vulnerable areas. As 
of now, no group has claimed 
responsibility for the blast. 
However, the dual explo-
sions on the concluding day 
of 'Martyrs’ Week' are being 
treated as a serious security 
concern by both state and 
central agencies.

MI News Service, South 
24 Pgs:  He received hous-
ing scheme money. Debash-
is Khan, 35, was building a 
house on his family land. But 
because of that, unrest broke 
out. He had to give his life. 
The young man was brutal-
ly murdered due to a family 
dispute over the construction 
of a house. Police said the 
deceased's name is Debashis 
Khan (35). The incident took 
place at Bhasa Mansatala 

in Bajbaj, South 24 Parga-
nas around 8 am on Sunday. 
The police have arrested the 
uncle and his son of the de-
ceased youth in this incident. 
According to police and local 
sources, the Khan family has 
been living in this area for a 
long time. Recently, Debash-
is' family got a house under 
the Bangla Awas Yojana. 
That house was under con-
struction. Uncle Manik Khan 
lives next to Debashis. They 

allege that a part of the house 
is being built on their land. 
There had been a dispute be-
tween the two families since 
Saturday over this incident. 
The roof was supposed to be 
poured on Monday. Debash-
is was caught and beaten 
severely with a rod. He was 
taken to Bajbaj Hospital in a 
seriously injured condition, 
where the doctors declared 
him dead. Later, the police 
arrived at the scene. 

Bengal

State Minister Aroop Biswas paid tribute to the 120th birth anniversary of Birendra Krishna Bhadra, the father of 
Chandipath, and the 96th birth anniversary of the immortal artist Kishore Kumar at Nabanna on Monday.

A musical concert was held in front of the marble statue of the immortal artist Kishore Kumar in Tollygunge, 
jointly organized by the Department of Information and Culture, Government of West Bengal, and the Federation 
of Cine Technicians and Workers of Eastern India. State Minister Aroop Biswas paid tribute to the legendary 
singer and composer Kishore Kumar on his 96th birth anniversary. State Minister Indranil Sen, prominent film 
actor Prosenjit Chatterjee, music artist Gautam Ghosh, Federation President Swarup Biswas, and representatives 
of the Tollygunge Municipality were present.

Stitches on Baby’s Head After 
C-Section Sparks Uproar

Body carried on banana raft amid 
flooding, sparks political controversy

Arambagh Residents Battle Monsoon 
Mud as Road Conditions Worsen

Khardah Arms Bust: 15 Firearms, 
Lakhs in Cash Recovered Bishnupur Worker Freed 

from Detention in Nagpur!

Abandoned Hooghly School Turns Into Booze Den!

Man dies after being denied food due to lack aadhaar

Baruipur hospital got 'A' from the Center 3 times!

Explosion in Jangalmahal Raises Maoist Fears 

Family dispute between two families claim life

State govt has no shortage of fund to provide  
subsidies to electricity consumers: ABECA

WBCS Made Easy Hosts ‘Uttaran 2025’ to Honour Achievers

Crops damage in heavy rains causes vegetable prices to skyrocket in Kolkata markets
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Abhishek Banerjee warns
against NRC notices, gears

up TMC for 2026 polls

Prosenjit stands for Bengali 
Language amid Bangladeshis' row

Indian fishing trawler with 14 crew members detained by BD Coast Guard

Mamata blames DVC for flood crisis
in Bengal, alleges deliberate negligence

Not even an inch of land will be...

Kolkata Police warns tourists of
cyber  fraud in luxury hotel
booking scams

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As relentless rainfall con-
tinues to batter West Ben-
gal, the situation has
worsened with massive
water releases from the
Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion (DVC), submerging
large parts of the state.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has once
again held the DVC re-
sponsible for the devasta-
tion, calling it a
“man-made disaster” and
accusing the central gov-

ernment-run body of being
increasingly “anti-Bengal.”

Taking to her official
social media account, Ma-
mata presented alarming
statistics: DVC has re-
leased 11 times more
water in 2025 compared to
2024, and 30 times more
than in 2023 during the
same June–July period.
She stated that this un-
precedented release of
water has ravaged South
Bengal—damaging em-
bankments, roads, agricul-

tural lands, and forcing
thousands from their
homes. Mamata wrote:
“DVC’s so-called ‘flood
control’ has once again
drowned Bengal. Its fail-
ure this time is not just
worse than previous
years—it is unprece-
dented. Clearly, under the
central government’s influ-
ence, this agency is be-
coming more and more
anti-Bengal. The flood-like
situation is not natural.
This is a man-made disas-

ter aimed at destabilizing
Bengal.” She went on to al-
lege a “deep conspiracy”
behind the repeated and
unannounced water re-
leases by DVC, demanding
immediate cessation of
such actions.

The data she shared
paints a stark
picture:Water released by
DVC in June–July 2024:
4,535 lakh cubic meters
and Water released in the
same period in 2025:
50,287 lakh cubic meters.

The result has been
catastrophic flooding in
districts like Howrah,
Hooghly, both 24 Par-
ganas, East and West Mid-
napore (especially Ghatal).
Entire villages lie sub-
merged, thousands have
been evacuated, and es-
sential supplies of food and
drinking water are being
managed by local authori-
ties.

Mamata further criti-
cized DVC for repeatedly
releasing water without

prior intimation, increas-
ing volumes at will and
leaving residents in the
lurch. Despite having is-
sued formal letters of con-
cern to DVC, she claims
there has been no mean-
ingful response or resolu-
tion.

The Chief Minister has
demanded immediate cen-
tral intervention, stating
that such indiscriminate
actions are “disastrous
and deeply worrying for
Bengal’s future.”

A captivating aerial view of Bidhannagar, revealing a sprawling urban expanse with a mix of residential buildings, lush greenery, and ongoing construction, all beneath a calm, overcast
sky, on Monday. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata: With the 2026
Assembly elections fast approaching, po-
litical fervor is intensifying across West
Bengal. Every major party has begun to
consolidate its ground game, eyeing con-
stituencies as proverbial bull’s-eyes.
Amidst this escalating political momen-
tum, Trinamool Congress (TMC) National
General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee
convened a critical organisational meet-
ing on Monday, focusing on party leader-
ship in the Cooch Behar and Alipurduar
districts.

Held at the party’s Camac Street of-
fice, the meeting underscored both strate-
gic realignments and urgent directives.
Among the most unequivocal was Baner-
jee's instruction regarding NRC (National
Register of Citizens) notices issued by the
Assam government. “No one is to accept
those notices. No one is to go to Assam.
This is the party’s unequivocal stand,” he
declared.

The firm stance comes in response to
multiple reports over recent days of resi-
dents in North Bengal receiving NRC-re-
lated notices from Assam authorities.
Banerjee’s assertion reflects the party’s
intent to counter any political or adminis-
trative encroachment on its voter base,

particularly in sensitive border districts.
Party insiders reveal that the meeting

also addressed key grassroots restructur-
ing. Several recommendations for block-
level reshuffles were discussed and have
reportedly been forwarded to Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee for final approval.
The leadership emphasized the impor-
tance of organisational discipline ahead of
the elections, reiterating that negligence
in assigned duties would not be tolerated.

A significant portion of the meeting
was also devoted to the party’s flagship
community outreach programme,
‘Amader Para, AmaderKormosuchi’ (Our
Neighborhood, Our Programme). Detailed
strategies were laid out for its implemen-
tation, designed to reinforce TMC’s direct
connect with citizens and ensure account-
ability across all levels of the party ma-
chinery. As the political temperature
continues to rise in Bengal, Monday’s
meeting sends a clear message — the Tri-
namool Congress is not only battle-ready
but is taking an assertive stance on both
administrative overreach and internal re-
organisation. With Abhishek Banerjee at
the helm of campaign preparations, the
party appears focused, firm, and fiercely
protective of its constituencies.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Amid rising political and
cultural tensions over the
alleged mislabeling of Ben-
gali as a “Bangladeshi lan-
guage” by Delhi Police,
Bengali superstar Prosen-
jit Chatterjee has broken
his silence — affirming his
deep-rooted pride in his
mother tongue. “Bangla
bhashachhilo, ache,
arthakbe,” he declared.
“The Bengali language
was, is, and will always
be.” His statement comes
as a powerful cultural as-

sertion at a time when
identity politics is at the
forefront in West Bengal.

The controversy began
after Delhi Police report-
edly referred to Bengali as
“Bangladeshi” in a letter
sent to BangaBhavan,
seeking a translator for
seized documents. The
phrasing sparked fury
from Trinamool Congress
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who denounced
it as an insult to the people
of Bengal.

Prosenjit’s comment

resonates even more due
to a past controversy. Dur-
ing a Mumbai press event,
he had jokingly questioned
the need to speak Bengali
— a moment that drew
backlash. Reflecting on
that, he clarified: “I never
meant to disrespect my
language. I was misunder-
stood.”

Now, with conviction,
he says, “If we must fight
for our language, we all
will.” A cultural icon has
made his stand — clear
and unwavering.

No bar on appointment of primary  teachers as BLOs, rules Cal HC
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant ruling,
Justice Amrita Sinha of
the Calcutta High Court
on Monday clarified that
there is no legal impedi-
ment to appointing pri-
mary school teachers as
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs). Dismissing a peti-
tion filed against such ap-
pointments, the court
stated that the duties for
the concerned petitioners
had not yet been clearly
assigned and therefore
the matter does not war-
rant intervention.

The case was brought
forward by a group of
primary teachers who op-
posed their deployment
as BLOs, claiming the na-
ture of the work—door-
to-door data collection,
electoral roll revision,
and campaign activities—
would interfere with their
academic responsibili-
ties. Their counsel,
SubirSenal, argued that
these tasks are being
scheduled on non-work-
ing days, including Sun-
days, and that teachers
are being given assign-
ments without a clear
timeline or scope. “Is this
a daily task? Can the

Election Commission im-
pose it just because they
have the authority?” he
questioned during the
hearing.

Representing the
Election Commission, ad-
vocate SoumyaMajumdar
explained that BLOs
gather voter data at the
grassroots level and their
appointments are done in
coordination with school
authorities. “Not every
teacher is being called.
This is the first time the
draft electoral roll is
being prepared six
months before elections,”
he added.

After hearing argu-
ments from both sides,
Justice Sinha remarked,
“The nature of duties has
not been specified yet.
Why are the petitioners
presuming it will be full-
time work? The law
clearly allows primary
teachers to be appointed
as BLOs. The nation ex-
pects this duty to be ful-
filled. What difficulty is
there in working on a
Sunday?”

She also questioned
whether students are at-
tending school regularly
enough to warrant such

strong opposition from
teachers, subtly hinting
at a disparity between
claimed academic pres-
sure and ground reality.

With these observa-
tions, Justice Sinha dis-
posed of the petition and
ruled that there shall be
no obstruction to the ap-
pointment of primary
teachers as BLOs.

The verdict reinforces
the authority of the Elec-
tion Commission to utilise
government staff, includ-
ing teachers, in electoral
processes and underlines
the civic responsibility of
educators beyond class-
room duties.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a con-
cerning maritime incident, a fishing
trawler from West Bengal, named
FB Parmita, along with its 14 Indian
crew members, was detained by the
Bangladesh Coast Guard after al-
legedly drifting into Bangladeshi
waters due to engine failure in the
deep sea.

According to official sources, the
trawler had departed from the
Khayerghat jetty in Patharpratima,
South 24 Parganas, on July 30.

However, shortly after reaching
open waters that same evening, the
vessel’s engine malfunctioned, leav-
ing it stranded and adrift. Carried
by ocean currents, the trawler inad-
vertently crossed into Bangladeshi
maritime territory. The Bangladeshi
Coast Guard intercepted the vessel
in the early hours of Saturday night
and detained both the trawler and
the fishermen. The 14 Indian na-
tionals are currently being held at
the Mongla fishing harbour in

Bangladesh. The Incident has trig-
gered significant anxiety across
coastal communities in West Ben-
gal. Families of the detained fisher-
men are distressed, with many
having lost contact with their loved
ones for several days. One fisher-
man’s wife shared, “My husband left
five days ago to catch fish. Since
then, we had no information. Now
I’ve heard he’s in Bangladesh. I have
small children and no idea how we’ll
manage.”

Devotees throng the streets in large numbers as they wait in
a long queue for darshan during a vibrant religious celebra-
tion of Sravan at Bhutnah Temple, with the lanes buzzing
with chants, colors, and spiritual fervor in Kolkata on Mon-
day.

State tightens rules on birth and death 
certificate changes to prevent data tampering

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a decisive move to curb
arbitrary alterations of key
personal information, the
West Bengal Health De-
partment has issued a strict
directive regarding birth
and death certificates. Ac-
cording to the newly re-
leased guidelines,
individuals will no longer
be allowed to make
changes to names, dates, or
familial details at will. All
such modifications will now
require official scrutiny and
the express approval of the
local registrar. The direc-

tive states that only minor
typographical errors—such
as misspellings in names,
birthplaces, or dates—may
be corrected. However, sig-
nificant changes like alter-
ing the full name, changing
the date of birth, or modi-
fying a parent’s identity will
no longer be permitted
under any circumstance.
Even in cases of divorce, a
child’s father’s name can-
not be removed from the
birth certificate, nor can a
new spouse’s name be
added in the event of a
mother’s remarriage.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
With less than two months to
go before the festive Durga
Puja season, cyber fraud-
sters have launched a so-
phisticated scam operation
targeting travel enthusiasts.
Their method is deceptively
simple—posing as luxury
hotel agents, they contact
unsuspecting travellers by
phone under the pretext of
facilitating exclusive book-
ings, only to dupe them of
large sums of money. Ac-
cording to Kolkata Police’s
Detective Department, this
isn’t the first time such inci-
dents have occurred. Similar
frauds have previously been
reported in tourist hotspots
like Puri, where multiple
travellers lost significant
amounts during fraudulent
hotel booking attempts.

One recent victim from
Parnasree, intending to book
a hotel in Puri for �7,000,
ended up losing �70,000. The
scam, now dubbed by police
as the “Online Five-Star
Scam,” has reportedly ex-
panded beyond domestic
destinations to include inter-
national hotel bookings. 
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level.    According to
sources,names of the or-
ganizational office bearers
at the district and block
levels will be announced
from this week. Leaders
who are skilled in public
relations Trinamool Con-
gress will keep them in

mind. However, this
process will move forward
also keeping in mind the
one person one post prin-
ciple. It is learnt that more
than 9,000 public repre-
sentatives will be present
at the meeting tomorrow
with all the district leader-
ship. 

India should not continue financing...

Govt set to push legislative agenda...

Indian-origin lawyer named Ohio’s...

Three Nigerian nationals 
arrested in Rs 1.10 cr cyber fraud 
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with Russia, saying, "They
can take their dead
economies down together."
The rebuke marked a stun-
ning shift in tone for the US,
which for years had over-
looked India's close histori-

cal ties with Russia as it
courted the nation as a
counterweight in Asia to
China. Now, Trump appears
willing to undo that strategy
to gain leverage against
Putin, who has resisted the
US president's efforts to
end the fighting in Ukraine. 
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disapproval of the opposi-
tion's demand. A key gov-
ernment functionary said
that if disruptions continue
to block its agenda in Par-
liament, then it will push
for the passage of its key
bills despite the din.

Rijiju had said on Fri-
day that SIR is part of the
Election Commission's
mandate. "This is not the
first time the ECI is doing
it. Whether Parliament can
discuss the ECI's adminis-

trative work or not is for
the Chair to decide in ac-
cordance with rules," he
added.

He noted that a minis-
ter related to the issue in
discussion generally
replies to the concerns
raised by members, and
wondered who could do so
in the case of the Election
Commission, a constitu-
tionally autonomous body.

What is not favoured
by rules and convention
cannot be discussed, he
had said.
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champion of federalism
and legal force to be reck-
oned with in a courtroom,”
Yost said. “Her brilliant
legal mind and masterful
understanding of constitu-
tional law make her the
obvious choice to lead the
team as Ohio’s solicitor
general.” Indian-origin
lawyer Mathura Sridharan
will represent the state in
major cases before state
and federal appeals courts,
including the US Supreme
Court. Sridharan currently
serves as Deputy Solicitor
General and heads Ohio’s
Tenth Amendment Center.
In 2023, she argued on be-
half of Ohio in the US
Supreme Court case Ohio
vs EPA, which challenged a
federal environmental
rule.

She earned her law de-
gree from New York Uni-
versity in 2018. Before

that, she studied electrical
engineering and econom-
ics at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT), earning both bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees.

Before joining the Ohio
Solicitor’s office, she
worked as a law clerk for
Judge Steven Menashi (US
Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit) and Judge
Deborah Batts (US District
Court, Southern District of
New York).

She has also trained in
Carnatic music and per-
formed in Chennai during
the December music sea-
son. Sridharan has been
married to Ashwin Suresh,
also a US citizen,  since
2015.

After her appointment
was announced, some
posts on X criticised Srid-
haran, pointing to her
wearing a bindi and ques-
tioning whether she was
truly American.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a major breakthrough,
Kolkata Police has uncov-
ered a multi-crore cyber
fraud operation and ar-
rested three Nigerian na-
tionals from Delhi for
duping a victim of �1.10
crore. The accused al-
legedly impersonated rep-
resentatives of the World

Health Organization
(WHO) and Abbott Phar-
maceuticals UK, using the
pretext of kola nut trading
to lure their target into the
scam.

According to police
sources, the fraudsters
created fake email IDs,
WhatsApp accounts, and
forged documents to carry
out the operation. They
promised enormous profits
to the victim in exchange
for investments in an inter-
national kola nut trading
deal. The accused used
foreign WhatsApp num-
bers and Nigerian IP ad-
dresses to appear
legitimate and to mask
their actual location. How-
ever, investigations re-
vealed that the entire
racket was being orches-
trated from Delhi. A coor-
dinated police raid was
conducted in the early
hours of August 2 in the
Nilothi area of Delhi, lead-
ing to the arrest of the
three accused. During the
operation, police seized 12
Android smartphones, 3
keypad phones, a laptop,

and a Wi-Fi router. Cru-
cially, the laptop contained
several incriminating files
and templates used to fab-
ricate fraudulent docu-
ments, revealing the
extent and sophistication
of the operation. The In-
vestigation has exposed a
deeply layered network of
cybercrime that relied on

impersonation, social engi-
neering, and digital decep-
tion. Officials say the
suspects had been operat-
ing for an extended period
and may be linked to simi-
lar fraud cases across the
country. The accused are
currently being interro-
gated for further leads, in-
cluding identifying
potential accomplices and
victims. This incident high-
lights a growing trend of
international cyber fraud
rings targeting Indian indi-
viduals and businesses by
misusing trusted global
brand names and institu-
tions. Kolkata Police has
urged citizens to remain
cautious of unsolicited of-
fers promising high re-
turns, especially those
involving foreign contacts
and digital communica-
tions through unofficial
channels. The arrests
mark a significant victory
in the fight against cyber-
crime and underscore the
need for continued vigi-
lance and technological
readiness to combat evolv-
ing digital threats.
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Swachhata Awareness Campaigns
organised across Howrah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As a part of the ongoing
Swachhata Abhiyan in the
run-up to the 78th Inde-
pendence Day, Howrah Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway
organized a series of clean-
liness awareness initiatives
on 4th August 2025. 

These activities were
conducted under the direc-
tion of Shri Sanjeev Kumar,
Divisional Railway Manager,
Howrah, with the aim of re-
inforcing public responsibil-
ity towards cleanliness in
railway premises. At various
stations across the division
— including Howrah,
Magra, Pakur, Barddhaman,
Kamarkundu, Azimganj,
Khanyan, Rampurhat, Shri-
rampur, Katwa, and Bandel
— passengers were admin-
istered the Swachhata
Pledge, encouraging them to
commit to maintaining hy-
giene and supporting clean-
liness efforts both on and off
trains. In addition to the
pledge, awareness cam-

paigns were actively carried
out through the distribution
of informative pamphlets
among passengers. These
materials highlighted the
importance of cleanliness,
proper waste disposal, and
cooperation with railway au-
thorities in keeping the envi-
ronment clean. 

To further amplify the
message, the Public Address
(PA) systems at these sta-
tions were used throughout
the day to broadcast Swach-
hata messages. These an-
nouncements urged
passengers to use dustbins,
avoid littering, and con-
tribute to maintaining clean
coaches and station prem-
ises.

These coordinated ef-
forts reflect Howrah Divi-
sion’s unwavering commit
ment to the goals of the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and
emphasize the vital role of
public participation in build-
ing a cleaner and more sus-
tainable railway network.

Malda Division observes Phase-1 of 
Har Ghar Tiranga-2025 campaign at

Eastern Railway High School, Sahibganj

MI News Service, Malda:  Har
Ghar Tiranga 2025 is a na-
tionwide movement en-
couraging every Indian to
hoist the National Flag with
pride from 2nd to 15th Au-
gust 2025. More than a
symbolic gesture, it is a cel-
ebration of our shared
identity, freedom, and unity.
As part of this campaign,
Malda Division of Eastern
Railway organised a Paint-
ing and Tiranga Making
event to mark Phase-1 of
the celebrations at Eastern
Railway High School,
Sahibganj. The event wit-
nessed active participation
from over 300 students,
who took part in Tiranga
Drawing and Tiranga Mak-
ing Competitions. The at-
mosphere was charged
with patriotic fervour as
students from various
classes showcased their

creativity and love for the
nation through colourful
drawings and beautifully
crafted flag models.

The class-wise Tiranga
Model Making event turned
into a lively display of inno-
vation, teamwork, and na-
tional pride. Teachers and
staff joined hands to guide
and encourage the young
participants, making the
event not just a competi-
tion, but a memorable
learning experience about
the importance and dignity
of the Indian National Flag.
Malda Division’s initiative
marks a strong start to the
2025 campaign, reinforcing
the deep-rooted bond every
Indian share with the Tri-
colour. More such activities
are scheduled in the com-
ing days across the division
to amplify the message of
national pride and unity.

Commendable Performance Trainee divers
from Eastern Railway Sports Academy

• Divers shine with represent the Bengal team for Na-
tional Aquatic Championship
MI News Service, Kolkata:  Eastern Railway Sports Acad-
emy has once again brought laurels to the organization
with the commendable performance of its talented
divers. A total of five divers from the Eastern Railway
Diving Academy have been selected to represent the Ben-
gal Diving Team in the Sub-Junior and Junior National
Aquatic Championship, scheduled to be held in Banga-
lore from 4th to 8th August 2025.
The selected divers, representing both boys and girls cat-
egories, are as follows: 1. Rudranil Pradhan – Under 14
years – Male 2. Abhra Sardar – Under 14 years – Male 3.
Subham Hore – Under 16 years – Male 4. Isha Sarkar –
Under 16 years – Female 5. Nandini Thakur – Under 16
years – Female
The outstanding achievement of these young athletes is
a testament to the rigorous training and guidance pro-
vided by the Eastern Railway Sports Academy. Their par-
ticipation at the national level is expected to further
enhance Eastern Railway’s reputation in the field of
aquatic sports.

Lost Mobile recovered and returned to its owner
MI News Service, Kolkata: On 01.08.2025 about 10:40 hrs.
an on-duty RPF staff posted at Karunamoyee Metro station
found one unclaimed mobile phone at platform area during
a routine check and deposited it to the Station Master’s Of-
fice. Thereafter, a control message was communicated to
all the stations. After a while, around 11:15 hrs. a lady pas-
senger came to the Station Master’s Office of Karunamoyee
Metro station and claimed the ownership of the mobile
phone. After proper verification and fulfilling all official for-
malities, the phone was handed over to her. She expressed
her heartfelt gratitude to Metro Railway authorities for
helping her to get back her lost phone.

Name Change
I, MUSHTAQUE AHMED (old name)
S/O MD ALI residing at 39 cowies
Ghat Road P.S+P.O Shibpur ,Howrah
711102 have changed my name and
shall hence forth be known as MUSH-
TAQUE AHAMED (new name)as de-
clared before the 1st. Class Executive
magistrate court at Howrah vide affi-
davit No. 12233/25 Dated 01/07/
2025. MUSHTAQUE AHMED and
MUSHTAQUE  AHAMED both are
same and  one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pranjal Rohit Bafna & Lunkad
Pranjal Prakash(Old Name),Wife Of
Rohit Bafna,Residing At 57,Raja
Basanta Roy Road,P.S-Tollygunge,
Kolkata-700029,West Bengal,Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Pranjal Bafna
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 04/08/2025.Pranjal Rohit Bafna
& Lunkad  Pranjal Prakash And
Pranjal Bafna Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Seikh Kamaluddin (old name) S/O
Late Sk Fazluddin, residing at 22/1,
Mominpore Road, P.S.- Ekbalpore,
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sk Ka-
maluddin (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 04/08/2025.
Sk Kamaluddin (new name) and
Seikh Kamaluddin (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Joynal Abedin Sardar (old name)
S/O Jiyakat Sardar, residing at Vill-
Tole Sitarampur, P.O.- Harananda-
pur, Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin-
743610, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Joinal Abedin
Sardar (new name), as declared
Before The Ld. 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore, South 24 Pgs,
vide an affidavit No. 44108, dated
10/07/2025. Joinal Abedin Sardar
(new name) and Joynal Abedin Sar-
dar (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Afsana Begum (old name) W/O
Late Mustaque Alam, residing at
60/H/4, Dr. Sudhir Basu Road,
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Afsana
Khatoon (new name), as declared
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 04/08/2025.
Afsana Khatoon (new name) and Af-
sana Begum (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asgari Khatoon (old name) D/O
Sk Sonu, residing at 6/1A, Dehi
Serampur Road, Entally, Kolkata-
700014, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Asgari Bibi (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 04/08/2025. Asgari Bibi
(new name) and Asgari Khatoon
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Anuwara Bibi (old name) W/O He-
datulla Khan, residing at Mukunda-
pur, P.O.- Sagareswar, P.S.- Ramn
agar, Dist.- East Medinipur, Pin-
721446, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Anowara Bibi
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 04/08/2025. Anowara
Bibi (new name) and Anuwara Bibi
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Kaniz Fatma (old name) W/O Sk
Chamad and D/O Sk Tabarak , re-
siding at G-198/D, Shyamlal Lane,
P.O.- Garden Reach, Kolkata-
700024, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Kanij Fatma
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 04/08/2025. Kanij
Fatma (new name) and Kaniz
Fatma (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Firoz Quarishi & Md
Firoz Quraishi (old name) S/O Late
Md Ismail Qureshi, residing at B2
62, Dr Sudhir Basu Road, P.O.- Khid-
derpore, P.S.- Ekbalpore, Kolkata-
700023, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Firoz Qureshi
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 04/08/2025. Md Firoz
Qureshi (new name) and Moham-
mad Firoz Quarishi & Md Firoz
Quraishi (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sheik Abdul Rafique (old name)
S/O Sheik Abdul Rashid, residing at
21/1/1D Mominpore Road, P.O.-
Khidderpore, P.S.- Ekbalpore,
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal,
India,  have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sk
Abdul Rafique (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
04/08/2025. Sk Abdul Rafique (new
name) and Sheik Abdul Rafique
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Saikh Hazi Abdur Rahaman (old
name) S/O Sk Golam Rosul, resid-
ing at Chandrahati, Jagalgari,
Hooghly, Pin-712403, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sk Abdur Rahman (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
04/08/2025. Sk Abdur Rahman
(new name) and Saikh Hazi Abdur
Rahaman (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Maitab Alli (old name) S/O
Shaikh Saukat Alli, residing at Rani-
sai, Ramnagar, Purba Medinipur,
Pin- 721446, W.B, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Shaikh Maitap
Alli (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 04/08/2025.
Shaikh Maitap Alli (new name) and
Sekh Maitab Alli (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Samima Begam Mollah (old name)
W/O Liaquat Ali Mollah, residing at
Danbatipur (Musalman Para), P.S.-
Chanditala, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin-
712304, W.B, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Samima Begam (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 04/08/2025. Samima
Begam (new name) and Samima
Begam Mollah (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) KURAN ALI S/o- Late
LAJIMULLA Residing at, Vill -
Tokkitola, Post- Bagabanpur, Ps-
Baishnabnagar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732210, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from KURAN ALI To   KURAN
MIA  (New name) and hence forth I
Shall be Known as (New name)
KURAN MIA  in all purpose Vide an
affidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 25 July 2025, KURAN MIA and
KURAN ALI both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD NAJRUL SK S/o-
KADIR SK Residing at, Vill -  Khash
Chandpur(Muslim Tola), Post-
Khas chandpur, Ps- Kaliachak,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732201, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from MD
NAJRUL SK To   NAJRUL SK  (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name) NAJRUL SK
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 25
July 2025, NAJRUL SK and MD
NAJRUL SK both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) JAFAR SK S/o- LATE
ABDUL SEIKH Residing at, Vill -
Madrasapara , Post- Uttar Ma-
hadipur, Ps- Englishbazar, Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732216, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from JAFAR SK
To   JAFAR ALI  (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) JAFAR ALI  in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit Sworn before
the notary public at Berhampore
Murshidabad On 25 July 2025,
JAFAR ALI and JAFAR SK both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD YEASEN SK S/o-
MATIBUR SK Residing at, Vill -
Gopinathpur , Post- Beldanga, Ps-
Beldanga, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742134, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from MD YEASEN SK To
MD YEASIN SK  (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) MD YEASIN SK  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 25
July 2025, MD YEASIN SK and MD
YEASEN SK both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ramesh Gon (old name) S/O Late
Harekrishna Gon, residing at Clus-
ter-14, Flat No-F/6, Purbachal Hous-
ing Estate, Salt Lake, Kolkata-
700097, Sector-3, Dist.- North 24
Pgs, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ramesh Chandra
Gon (new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 04/08/2025.
Ramesh Chandra Gon (new name)
and Ramesh Gon (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rama Ghatak,Wife Of Somnath
Ghatak, Residing At 161/A,Barui
Para Lane,Kolkata - 700035,West
Bengal,Rama Ghatak And Rama
Chakraborty Ghatak Is Same And
Identical Person.By 1st Class Ju-
dicial Magistrate Alipore, Affidavit
No 12826,Dated 19/09/2024.

Name Change
I, Hafija Bibi & Hafiza Bibi Begam
(Old Name),Wife Of Taj Mohammad,
Residing At Taki Road,Tara Mar-
ket,Po & Ps - Deganga, North 24
parganas - 743423,West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Hafija Bibi
Begam(New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 04/08/2025.
Hafija Bibi & Hafiza Bibi Begam
And Hafija Bibi Begam All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tapas Mahapatra (old name) S/O
Bhabataran Mahapatra, residing at
110/1, Sagar Manna Road, Parnas-
ree, Kolkata- 700060, W.B, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Tapas
Kumar Mahapatra (new name), as
declared Before The Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
04/08/2025. Tapas Kumar Mahap-
atra (new name) and Tapas Maha-
patra (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Trideb Nath Banerjee (old name)
S/O Late Jognath Banerjee, residing
at A 303, Prateeti Apartments, 165A
Prantik Pally, Kasba, Kolkata-
700042, W.B, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Tridib Nath Banerjee (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 04/08/2025. Tridib Nath
Banerjee (new name) and Trideb
Nath Banerjee (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Niladri Sekhar Mondal (Old
Name),Son Of Atish Ranjan Man-
dal,Residing At  Vivekananda Pally,
Near Nirapada Biswas Grosery
Shop,Rajpur Sonarpur (M),South 24
Parganas, 700150, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Niladri
Sekhar Mandal(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 04/08/2025.
Niladri Sekhar Mondal And Niladri
Sekhar Mandal Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sikha Chowdhury (Old Name),
Wife Of Ratan Chowdhury, Residing
At 17/2/B,Central Park, Swapna-
neer, Flat - B2, Jadavpur University,
Kolk ata - 700032,West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Shikha
Chowdhury(New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 04/08/ 2025.
Sikha Chow dhury And Shikha
Chowdhury Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Safique Ahammad Khan (Old
Name),Son Of Muzaffar Hossain
Khan, Residing At 52,Nando Ghosh
Road, Pilkhana,Po - Howrah,
Howrah - 711101, West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Safique
Ahmed Khan(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 04/08/2025.
Safique Ahammad Khan And
Safique Ahmed Khan Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rahul Barman (Old Name),Son Of
Rajendra Nath Burman,Residing At
58/C Rashbehari Avenue, Kalighat,
Kolkata - 700026,West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Rahul
Burman (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit No 65284 Sworn Before The
Ld 1st Class Judicial Magistrate At
Alipore On 24/09/2012,Rahul Bar-
man And Rahul Burman Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Swapan Dey (Old Name),Son Of
Late Nani Gopal Dey,Residing At
Nischinda Dakshinpara Sukanta
Sarani,Bally,Po-Ghoshpara, Ja-
gachha, Howrah, 711227,West
Bengal,Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Swapan Kumar Dey(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 04/08/
2025.Swapan Dey And Swapan
Kumar Dey Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Susanta Kumar Sasmal(Old
Name),Son Of Dhirendra Nath Sas-
mal,Residing At Vill - Deulpata, Po -
Nedhua Bazar, Ps - Sabong, West
Medinipur - 721144,West Bengal,
India, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Sushanta Sasmal(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 04/08/2025.
Susanta Kumar Sasmal And
Sushanta  Sasmal Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sajeeda Khatoon (old name) W/O
Late Sk Fazluddin, residing at
22/1, Mominpore Road, P.S.- Ek-
balpore, Kolkata- 700023, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sayeeda Khatoon (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 04/08/2025. Sayeeda
Khatoon (new name) and Sajeeda
Khatoon (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ms Tasmin Halder (old name) S/O
Haider Ali Halder, residing at Ek-
loky Paschimpara, P.O.- Garal-
gacha, Chanditala, Dist.- Hooghly,
Pin- 712311, W.B, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Tasmin Halder
(new name), as declared Before
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 04/08/2025. Tas-
min Halder (new name) and Ms
Tasmin Halder (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Firoza Begum (old name) W/o.
Mohiuddin Ahmed, R/o. Narikel-
sanda, Jayer, Pandua, Hooghly-
712149, W.B., have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Firoja Khatun (new
name) vide an affidavit no. 6882
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 04/08/20
25. Firoza Begum & Firoja Khatun
W/o. Mohiuddin Ahmed both are
the same & one identical person.
Jahir Abbas Ahmad is my son.

Name Change
I, Gour Adhikary S/o. Late Rajen Ad-
hikary declared that my forefathers
used their surname as ‘Bairagi’
which recorded with my name in my
Registered Sale Deed being No.
1268/1968 at D.S.R. Hooghly Sadar
dt. 09/02/1968 and also in my
Khazna Receipt & Municipality Tax
Receipt as Gour Chandra Bairagi S/o.
Late Rajen Chandra Bairagi. Gour
Adhikary S/o. Late Rajen Adhikary &
Gour Adhikari S/o. Late Rajendra
Nath Adhikary & Gour Chandra
Bairagi S/o. Late Rajen Chandra Bair
agi are same and identical person.

Name Change
BATUL FAKHRUDDIN DAHOD-
WALA W/O HUSSAIN KHER-
ALUWALA, R/O, Bohra Masjid Com
plex, Station Road, Patna - 800001
will henceforth be known as BATUL
HUSSAIN KHERALUWALA via affi-
davit no 09AC 717119 sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata on
01.08.2025.

Name Change
I, Md Israfil Sekh (old name) son of
Late Md Ali, residing at 16/H/2,
Chamru Singh Lane, Narkeldanga,
Kolkata- 700011, W.B, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as SK Israfil (new
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 01/08/2025. Sk Israfil
(new name) and Md Israfil Sekh
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Samim Ahmed (old name) son of
Md Sajjad Ahmed, residing at 11A,
Moulvi Golam Sovan Lane, Kolkata-
700016, W.B, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Shamim Ahmed (new
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 01/08/2025. Shamim
Ahmed (new name) and Samim
Ahmed (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Tapan Das(Old Name),Son Of
Sambhunath Das,Residing At Uttar
Mechogram,Panskura,East Me-
dinipur-721139,West Bengal, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Tapan
Kumar Das(New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 04/08/2025.
Tapan Das And Tapan Kumar 
Das Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Supinder Kaur(Old Name),Wife
Of Jarnail Singh,Residing At Vil-
lage-Khanpur,Rupnagar Punjab,
Pin - 140108, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Sapinder Kaur(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 11/06/2025.Supinder Kaur And
Sapinder Kaur Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nafisha Osman (old name) D/O
Late Md Osman, residing at
147/H/13, Keshab Chandra Sen
Street, Kolkata- 70009, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Nafisa
Osman (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 31/07/2025.
Nafisa Osman (new name) and
Nafisha Osman (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asuda Begam (old name) D/O
Shaikh Maitap Alli, residing at Rani-
sai, Ramnagar, Purba Medinipur,
Pin- 721446, W.B, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Asuda Begum
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 04/08/2025. Asuda
Begum (new name) and Asuda
Begam (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Mozammel Shekh (old name)
son of Md Muchha Ali Shekh, resid-
ing at Panchur Gazi Para, P.O. Bid-
hangarh, P.S-Rabindranagar,
Kolkata 700066, Dist-South 24 Par-
ganas, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sk Mојаmmel
(new name), as declared before the
Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore, South 24 Parganas, vide an
affidavit No. 26868, dated
02/05/2025. Sk Mојаmmel (new
name) and Md Mozammel Shekh
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sheikh Mohammad Shamim(Old
Name),Son Of Md Salim,Residing
At  Vill-16,Royd Street,Ps-Park
Street, Kolkata, 700016,West Ben-
gal,Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Md
Shamim(New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 30/07/2025.
Sheikh Mohammad Shamim And
Md Shamim Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Archna Singh (Old Name),Wife Of
Rama Nath Singh, Residing At
54,Khagendra Nath Ganguly Lane,
Salkia,Howrah - 711106, West Ben-
gal, Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Archana Singh (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 30/07/2025.
Archna Singh (Old Name) And
Archana Singh(New Name) Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) UPASHNA SAHA &
UPASHNA CHATTRI SAHA W/o-
RAJDEEP SAHA Residing at, Vill -
South Balurchar R.S road, Post-
Malda, Ps- Englishbazar, Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732101, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from UPASHNA
SAHA & UPASHNA CHATTRI
SAHA To   UPASHNA CHETTRI
SAHA  (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) UPASHNA CHETTRI SAHA
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 25
July 2025, UPASHNA CHETTRI
SAHA and UPASHNA SAHA & UP-
ASHNA CHATTRI SAHA both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ali Ahmed (Old Name),Son Of Sadi-
moni Laskar,Residing At  14,Ripon
Street, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Hence forth Be
Known As Ali Ahmed(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
04/08/2025. Ali Ahmed And Ali
Ahmed Laskar Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Ali S/o Abdul Aziz Badgujar
Residing at 77, Dr Abani Dutta
Road,  District - Howrah, Pin -
711101, West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Md Ali
Badgujar. I declare that Md Ali and
Md Ali Badgujar is same and one
identical person by virtue of an af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 04-08-2025.

Name Change
I, Yasmin Ali W/o Md Ali Badgujar
Residing at 77, Dr Abani Dutta
Road,  District - Howrah, Pin -
711101, West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Yasmin Ali
Badgujar. I declare that Yasmin Ali
and Yasmin Ali Badgujar is same
and one identical person by virtue
of an affidavit sworn before the No-
tary Public, Kolkata on 04-08-2025.

Name Change
I, Asok Kumar Samanta S/o Ramd-
han Samanta Residing at Vill - Haji-
garh, P.o - Cheragram, P.s - Gurap,
District - Hooghly, Pin - 722303,
West Bengal India shall henceforth
be known as Ashok Samanta. I de-
clare that Asok Kumar Samanta
and Ashok Samanta is same and
one identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 04-08-2025.

Name Change
I, Subhas Haldar (Old Name) S/o Dur-
gapada Haldar Residing at Khaldhar
Para, Tipi, P.o - Bargharia, P.s -
Swarupnagar, District- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 743247, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sub-
hash Haldar (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit  Dated 04-08-2025. Subhas
Haldar (Old Name) and Subhash Hal-
dar (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nilufa Bibi W/o Shanwaz Hossain
Residing at Vill+P.o - Arjuna, P.s -
Kalna, District - Purba Bard-
haman, Pin - 712146, West Bengal
India shall henceforth be known as
Lilufa Khatun. I declare that Nilufa
Bibi and Lilufa Khatun is same and
one identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 04-08-2025.

Name Change
I, Neeru Rastogi, wife of Vijay Kumar
Rastogi, residing at 299, Netaji Sub-
hash Road, 2nd Floor, Howrah-
711101, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that Neeru Rastogi and
Niru Rastogi both indicating and
refering myself as same and one
identical person via affidavit before
the Ld Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
at Kolkata dated 4th August 2025

Name Change
I, Bipasa Dey @ Bipasa De W/O-
Arup Kumar De resident of Vill-
Khamarchandi, P.O.- Khamarc
handi, P.S.- Haripal, Dist-Hooghly,
West Bengal, PIN-712405, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as ‘BIPASA DE
KUNDU’ vide an affidavit before the
Notary Public at Purba Bardhaman
on 04/08/2025. That Bipasa Dey, Bi-
pasa De and Bipasa De Kundu all
are same and one identical person.

Swachhta 
Abhiyaan going on
in Metro Railway
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Metro Railway has been
conducting Swachhta Ab-
hiyaan from 01st August
2025. During this Abhiyaan,
intensive cleaning and sani-
tization drives at stations,
trains and other railway es-
tablishments are being car-
ried out. As a part of this
programme, selfie booths on
Swachhta theme have been
installed at different stations
of Metro Railway to make
commuters aware about the
importance of Swachhta.
Special awareness messages
requesting commuters to
make the environment clean
are also being played at sta-
tion's. Metro officers and
staff are also requesting pas-
sengers to co-operate in this
abhiyaan.

UN report names TRF
in Pahalgam attack

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Resistance Front (TRF),
a Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
proxy that allegedly carried
out the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, has been named in a
half-yearly report of the UN
Security Council published
on Tuesday.

The report by the
UNSC’s 1267 Sanctions Mon-
itoring Team Concerning
ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaeda and
Associated Individuals and
Entities, takes into account
the Pahalgam strike and
names the TRF in this con-
text. Referring to the April
22 carnage, the report
states: “The Resistance
Front (TRF), which in paral-
lel published a photograph
of the attack site. The claim
of responsibility was re-
peated the following day. On
26 April, however, TRF re-
tracted its claim. “There was
no further communication
from TRF, and no other
group claimed responsibility.
Regional relations remain
fragile. There is a risk that
terrorist groups may exploit
these regional tensions. One
Member State said the at-
tack could not have hap-
pened without Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT) support, and
that there was a relationship
between LeT and TRF. An-
other Member State said
that the attack was carried

out by TRF, which was syn-
onymous with LeT. One
Member State rejected these
views and said that LeT was
defunct.” Since this is the
first time the TRF — func-
tional since 2019 — has
been named in any UN doc-
ument, India claimed to
have scored a diplomatic
victory. Officials claimed that
Pakistan’s strategy of plausi-
ble deniability — using sec-
ular and modern names
such as “The Resistance
Front” and “People Against
Fascist Front” for its jihadi
proxies to divert attention
from LeT/JeM and give an
indigenous appearance to its
terrorist activities in Jammu
and Kashmir — now stands
punctured. Even before the
Pahalgam attack, India had
been trying to flag the TRF
to the UNSC’s 1267 sanctions
committee. This was dis-
closed by foreign secretary
Vikram Misri on May 7 in his
statement on the launch of
Operation Sindoor. Under-
scoring New Delhi’s efforts in
this direction, he said: “It is
notable that India had given
inputs about the TRF in the
half-yearly report to the
monitoring team of the UN’s
1267 sanctions committee in
May and November 2024,
bringing out its role as a
cover for Pakistan-based
terrorist groups.”

Khuti Pujo with ‘Ban-
galiana’ & Banglar Naru
MI News Service, Kolkata:
With Durga Pujo knocking
the door, ‘Khuti Pujos’ are
on with vibrant spirit. One
such Khuti Pujo with a dif-
ference and touch of classic
Bangaliana was done re-
cently with  ‘Bangalir Naru’
with a mascot named ‘Naru
Da’. The occasion was
graced by esteemed person-
alities like Prof Manoshi Roy
Chowdhury(Chairperson-
Techno India Group),Megh-
dut Roy Chowdhury(Make
Kolkata Relevant Again),
Neel Bhattacharya(actor),
Sujata Chatterjee, Pauline
Laravoire(Founder-Rebal-
ance Institute and Sustain-
ability) and others.

Kolkata School wins National
Moot Court competition

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Delhi Public School,
Kolkata has won the National
Moot Court competition which
was recently held at Future
Foundation School, Kolkata in
association with BML Munjal
University.  In a compelling
showcase of budding legal tal-
ent, BML Munjal University
(BMU) in collaboration with
The Future Foundation
School, Kolkata, hosted the
4th edition of the National
Inter-School Moot Court Com-
petition; the largest of its kind
in India. This year’s edition
witnessed participation from
138 students and 46 educa-
tors, representing 34 presti-
gious schools from cities
including Kolkata, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, and Gaya. The
moot problem involved a
challenge to the constitution-
ality of a public recruitment
notification excluding candi-
dates holding qualifications
from open schools, thereby
requiring students to think
critically about contemporary
legal and constitutional issues. 
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MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar: KIIT & KISS 
felicitated 11 athletes from 
KIIT University who rep-
resented India in various 
sporting events and won 
medals at the recently con-
cluded World University 
Games (WUG) 2025 in Rhine-
Ruhr, Germany.

KIIT is the first university 
in India to have won so many 
medals in WUG in the last 65 
years.

Each athlete who won 
a silver medal at the WUG 
received a cash prize of Rs 
3 lakh from KIIT and KISS, 
while bronze medal winners 
were awarded Rs 1 lakh. 
The awards were present-
ed by Dr. Achyuta Saman-
ta, Founder of KIIT & KISS, 
in the presence of several 
sporting personalities, in-
cluding Olympians.

Expressing his delight over 
the achievement, Dr. Saman-
ta said that the highest num-
ber of players in the Indian 

contingent at the World Uni-
versity Games were from 
KIIT. India secured a total of 
12 medals in the event, with 
KIIT athletes contributing 
6 of them. This accomplish-
ment is a matter of pride 
for both KIIT-KISS and Odi-
sha, he added. He also high-
lighted that KIIT is the first 
Indian university to win the 
highest number of medals at 
the World University Games 
in the past 65 years.

Three KIIT students — 
Ankita in the 3000m Steeple-
chase, Praveen Chithrawal 

in the Triple Jump, and 
Seeman in the 5000m Final 
— each won silver med-
als. Additionally, the Men’s 
4x100m Relay Team, the 
Women’s 20km Race Walk 
Team, and Avinash Mohan-
ty in Badminton secured 
bronze medals.

KIIT University show-
cased its sporting excel-

lence across various events. 
In the Men’s 4x100m Relay, 
Sahkanth Hoblidhar, An-
imesh Kujur, Lalu Prasad 
Bhoi, and Matyam Jayaram 
Dandapati won bronze med-
als. In the Women’s 20km 
Race Walk Team event, Mu-
nitap Rajpathi, Mansi Negi, 
and Sejal Anilsingh walked 
in unison to clinch bronze. 
Avinash Mohanty also con-
tributed with a bronze med-
al in Badminton, bringing 
KIIT’s total medal tally to six.

Among others, Prof. Sha-
ranjit Singh, Vice Chancel-
lor of KIIT-DU; Registrar 
Prof. J. R. Mohanty; and Dr. 
Gaganendu Dash, Director 
General of the Sports and 
Yogic Sciences School, were 
present at the ceremony. 
Olympians Dutee Chand, 
Srabani Nanda, Amiya Mal-
lick, Shradhanjali Saman-
tray, and Bhavani Devi also 
graced the occasion.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  NITI Aayog Member 
Rajiv Gauba has made a 
strong pitch for accelerating 
India's transition to electric 
mobility while also laying 
thrust on boosting produc-
tion of rare earth elements 
in the country and leverag-
ing the country's untapped 
potential in the sector.

Speaking at the launch of 
'Unlocking a $200 Billion Op-
portunity: Electric Vehicles in 
India | India Electric Mobility 
Index (IEMI) 2024,' Gauba 
highlighted the emerging 
rare earth magnet issue as 
both a challenge and an op-
portunity. "World over, peo-
ple are now exploring other 
sources, working on other 
innovative technologies," he 
said, noting that the Centre 
has launched a critical min-
eral mission to address these 
concerns.

Gauba stressed that In-
dia possesses large reserves 
of rare earth minerals, but 
there is an urgent need to 
"rapidly explore, survey, 
mine and process them."

This domestic capability 
could significantly reduce In-
dia's dependence on imports 
for critical EV components.

The NITI Aayog member 
acknowledged that India's 
adoption of electric vehicles 

remains slower compared to 
US, China and the European 
Union but outlined specific 
strategies to accelerate the 
transition.

One key recommendation 
involves targeting large in-
stitutional buyers. Gauba 
suggested that the govern-
ment should persuade major 
organisations, including the 
Ministry of Defence, central 
police forces, and maharatna 
companies, to purchase only 
electric vehicles when re-
placing their existing fleets.

"Large organisations, gov-
ernment departments, and 
public sector undertakings, 
which have a large fleet of 
buses and cars, should lead 
by example," he emphasised, 
noting this could create sub-
stantial market demand.

The NITI Aayog member 
identified several bottle-
necks hindering widespread 
EV adoption, including con-
cerns about battery range 
and charging infrastruc-
ture. He pointed to the lack 
of a unified app for locating 
charging stations and book-
ing slots as a significant user 
experience issue.

Cost remains another 
major barrier, with Gauba 
highlighting that high fixed 
charges levied by distri-
bution companies make 

charging costs expensive for 
many users.

Gauba advocated for a 
more targeted approach, 
emphasising the need for re-
gion-specific and city-specif-
ic strategies. He highlighted 
that trucks and buses, while 
constituting only 4 per cent 
of all vehicles, contribute to 
50% of transportation emis-
sions.

"Therefore there is an al-
ternate need to tackle this 
segment," he said, suggest-
ing that focusing on commer-
cial vehicles could yield dis-
proportionate environmental 
benefits.

Gauba said electric mo-
bility is also a significant 
economic opportunity. He 
argued that the transition 
could "significantly reduce 
our dependence on imported 
fossil fuels, lower the cost of 
transportation, and help our 
cities reclaim the air."

The NITI Aayog member 
emphasized the potential 
for job creation and indus-
trial development, noting 
that electric mobility can 
"catalyze a new way of man-
ufacturing, innovation and 
employment, from battery 
production and vehicle as-
sembly to charging infra-
structure and digital solu-
tions."

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  Education Minister 
Ashish Sood on Monday tabled 
the "Delhi School Education 
(Transparency in Fixation and 
Regulation of Fees), Bill, 2025" 
in the Delhi Assembly, stating 
that the legislation seeks to 
end commercialisation of edu-
cation and take action against 
those exploiting it for profit.

The proposed law aims 
to regulate the arbitrary fee 
hikes by private schools in 
the national capital, providing 
relief to lakhs of students and 
their families.

"Education is not a thing to 
be sold. This bill aims to halt 
the commercialisation of edu-
cation. We are bringing the bill 
to take action against those 
mafias who are selling educa-
tion..." Sood said while tabling 
the bill.

The Bill was tabled on the 
first day of the Monsoon ses-
sion of the Eighth Legislative 
Assembly, which commenced 
on Monday and will continue 
until August 8. However, the 
session may be extended de-
pending on the exigencies of 
legislative business.

In a separate statement, the 
Delhi Education Minister said, 
"Today, I have come here with 
a permanent solution to the 
problems faced by millions of 
parents and children in Delhi, 
and to a legacy issue that has 
been ignored for decades."

Sood stated that education 
is "a sacred duty -- a duty we 
must fulfil for the progress and 
prosperity of our motherland." 
He emphasised that the aim of 
education should not be 'earn-
ing', but rather 'learning' and 
nation-building.

"This bill is a small effort 
on our part to honour Dr. 

Mukherjee's vision and to en-
sure that education does not 
become a burden on the peo-
ple of India, but instead be-
comes a path leading them to 
a better future," he said.

Giving historical referenc-
es, he discussed how the cen-
tral government has resolved 
long-standing legacy issues 
over the decades, such as the 
Ram Mandir, Chenab Bridge, 
Article 370, and electrification 
of every village.

He stated that the Delhi gov-
ernment is now also "focused 
on resolving the capital's old 
and complex issues, one of the 
most important legacy issues 
being the continuously rising 
fees of private schools."

"This is not a recent prob-
lem, but a question that has 
troubled Delhi's parents for 
many decades," he clarified.

He mentioned the declining 
quality of the government ed-
ucation system over the past 
years, the significant shortage 
of schools, and how increas-
ing private school fees have 
caused financial and mental 
difficulties for parents.

Taking a jab at previous 
governments, he said, "Ear-
lier governments repeat-
edly issued only namesake 
orders -- but they either 
feared or colluded with edu-
cation mafias... There were 
neither audits nor records; 
everything was run on an 
ad-hoc basis."

He stated that during 
its tenure, the (AAP) gov-
ernment built only 20 new 
schools, while approvals for 
other schools were granted 
during previous administra-
tions.

Key Provisions of the Bill:
This bill applies to all 

private, unaided, recognised 
schools in Delhi.

Every school must submit 
its proposed fees for three 
years in advance; revision is 
permitted only once in three 
years.

There will be a three-tier 
regulation and appeal com-
mittee system at the school, 
district, and state levels.

Criteria for fee determina-
tion: infrastructure, staff sal-
aries, annual increases, but 
mandatory prevention of prof-
iteering.

All schools must publicly 
disclose financial records and 
proposed fees.

Unlawful fee hikes will at-
tract fines between Rs 100,000 
and Rs 1,000,000; repeated 
offenses will double or triple 
the penalty. Expelling or hu-
miliating a student for this - Rs 
50,000 per student.

Repeated violations may 
result in cancellation of the 
school's recognition or even 
government takeover.

MI News Service,  
Chandigarh :  Punjab has 
become the first state in In-
dia to empanel sign language 
interpreters, translators, and 
special educators under the 
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 to 
ensure accessible and sensi-
tive justice for all, particular-
ly children with hearing and 
speech impairments.

The announcement was 
made by Dr Baljit Kaur, Minis-
ter for Social Security, Women 
and Child Development. These 
experts will be deployed dis-
trict-wise to provide support 
services to children in need.

This landmark step, under-
taken under the leadership 
of Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, is designed to empow-
er children with special needs 
by eliminating communication 
barriers in legal, education-
al, and daily life settings. The 
move is also aligned with the 
provisions of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012.

Dr Kaur said the empan-
elled professionals will sup-
port children during court 
proceedings and other official 
matters, thereby promoting 
fair, impartial, and sensitive 
outcomes.

She emphasised that the 
initiative reflects the state 
government's strong commit-
ment to building an inclusive 
society where every child, re-
gardless of ability, feels heard, 
understood, and protected.

The professionals will be 
deployed across districts and 
compensated in accordance 

with the relevant legal 
provisions. Their timely 
assistance will be ensured 
in both routine and urgent 
cases involving children 
with special needs.

Highlighting Punjab's 
pioneering approach to 
inclusive governance, the 
Minister noted that the state 
has already taken a signif-
icant step by broadcasting 
proceedings of the Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha in sign lan-
guage--an effort aimed at 
improving accessibility for 
the speech and hearing im-
paired.

This latest initiative fur-
ther strengthens the gov-
ernment's mission of re-
moving systemic barriers 
and ensuring equal par-
ticipation for all. It marks 
a major milestone in the 
state's ongoing efforts to 
uphold the rights and dig-
nity of children with dis-
abilities and promote justice 
that is both accessible and 
compassionate.

MI News Service,  
Varanasi: Uttar Pradesh 
Minister Suresh Kumar 
Khanna on Monday visit-
ed the flood-affected ar-
eas at Varanasi.

Speaking to the report-
ers, Khanna said, "I have 
inspected the flood-af-
fected areas. I also spoke 
to the people. The people 
expressed contentment 
that the relief material 
was received in an ade-
quate amount. It is a nat-
ural disaster and every-
body should cooperate."

Meanwhile, several ar-
eas in Varanasi city in Ut-
tar Pradesh were flood-
ed on Monday following 
incessant heavy rainfall 
and a rise in the water 
level of the River Ganga. 
The water level of the riv-
er has been continuously 
rising since Saturday. In 
response to the deterio-
rating situation, all boats 
running on the Ganga 
have been banned.

Several Varanasi resi-
dents were seen wading 
through knee-deep wa-
ter. Waterlogging caused 
traffic snarls in the city.

Taking stock of the 
flood crisis, the Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath had di-
rected all ministers in 
charge to immediate-
ly visit their assigned 
districts, inspect relief 

camps, and directly en-
gage with affected fami-
lies. He instructed senior 
officials, including DMs, 
SPs, and CMOs, to stay 
on the ground and ensure 
24x7 monitoring, said a 
release on Saturday.

The chief minister has 
deployed an 11-mem-
ber ministerial team to 
oversee relief operations 
across 12 affected dis-
tricts, warning that any 
negligence will not be tol-
erated and stressing the 
need for sensitivity, speed 
and transparency.

The Chief Minister em-
phasised that the supply 
of relief materials and 
food packets must be 
timely and of high quality, 
with no compromise on 
standards.

Emphasising urgen-
cy, he ordered round-
the-clock surveillance 
of embankments, swift 
drainage from water-
logged areas, and com-
prehensive arrangements 
for food, medicine, san-
itation, and the needs of 
women and children in 
relief camps.

The Chief Minister af-
firmed that the state gov-
ernment is fully commit-
ted to ensuring the safety, 
food, shelter, and health-
care of every citizen af-
fected by the floods.

According to IMD, 
isol                ated heavy 
rainfall is likely over Ut-
tar Pradesh during 3rd-
6th August. The CM also 
called for immediate ac-
tion against rumours or 
misinformation to main-
tain public confidence 
and ensure a robust 
communication system 
during the crisis.

Incessant heavy rain-
fall has also caused a 
flood situation in Uttar 
Pradesh's Prayagraj Dis-
trict. People were seen 
wading through knee-
deep water in the Karela 
Bagh area of Prayagraj, 
as the area gets flooded 
due to incessant heavy 
rainfall and overflow of 
the Sasur Khaderi river. 

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Sanjay Raut on Mon-
day emphasised the role of 
socio-economic factors in 
breeding extremism and 
terrorism. According to 
Raut, hunger, poverty, and 
unemployment are the root 
causes of individuals turning 
to crime. He asserted that 
governments are responsible 
for creating an environment 
that fosters such behaviour.

"As long as there is hun-
ger in a country, devils will 
be born... Monsters are born 
out of hunger and unemploy-
ment... A person becomes a 
thief due to hunger and the 
need for survival... In the 
world, wherever there is 
hunger and poverty, people 
have taken up arms. They 
can either be called terror-
ists, Naxalites, Maoists and 
any other names based on 
religion... It is there in our 
country, Syria, Russia, and 
most in Pakistan. It is the 
government that creates 
monsters...," said Raut.

The remarks came amid 
the debate over the term 
'saffron terror', which con-

tinues after the verdict in the 
Malegaon blasts case, with 
the court saying that the 
prosecution failed to estab-
lish the case beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.

He claimed that poor peo-
ple are often exploited in the 
name of religion, leading to 
the creation of "monsters" 
like Ajmal Kasab, the perpe-
trator of the 2008 Mumbai 
terror attacks.

Raut suggested that if Pa-
kistan had provided educa-
tion and taken steps against 
poverty, Kasab might not 
have become a terrorist and 
emphasised that govern-
ments are responsible for 
addressing these socioeco-
nomic issues to prevent the 
rise of extremism.

"Kasab would not have 
been born in Pakistan if 
there had been education 
and if steps had been taken 
against poverty. Poor people 
are exploited in the name of 
religion, and monsters are 
born. Kasab is one of them. 
There are more such people 
here, too...," added the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Rajya Sabha 
member.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi/Kolkata:   In a sur-
prise move All India Trin-
amool Congress (AITC) MP 
Kalyan Banerjee on Monday 
stepped down as the party’s 
Chief Whip in the Lok Sabha.

Kalyan Banerjee an-
nounced his resignation after 
attending a virtual meeting 
of TMC MPs, chaired by par-
ty supremo and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee. The virtual meeting 
was attended by TMC MPs 
from both the Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha.

As per the MP, the party 
president had pointed out 
that there is a lack of coor-
dination among party MPs in 
Parliament.

“I have quit as the party’s 
chief whip in Lok Sabha, as 
‘didi’ (West Bengal CM Ma-
mata Banerjee) said during 
the virtual meeting that 
there is a lack of coordi-
nation among party MPs. 
So the blame is on me. 
Hence, I have decided to 
step down," the four-time 
MP from Sreerampur in 
Hooghly district has said .

“The development came 
amid his latest feud with 
TMC’s Krishnanagar MP 
Mahua Moitra.

His frequent run-ins with 
Moitra and a public spat 

with former cricketer and 
party MP Kirti Azad had ear-
lier embarrassed the party.

Meanwhile, the TMC has 
named its National Gener-
al Secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee as its leader in the 
lower house of Parliament. 
Abhishek Banerjee, a three-
time MP from Diamond 
Harbour, will replace veter-
an lawmaker from Kolkata 
Uttar Sudip Bandopadhyay, 
who was relieved of the re-
sponsibility because of his 
poor health.

World University Games 2025: 
KIIT’s Medal-Winning Athletes Felicitated

NITI Aayog member pitches for accelerating 
India's transition to electric mobility

Delhi govt tables bill to curb commercialisation 
of education, regulate private school fees

Punjab becomes 1st state to empanel sign 
language experts under Juvenile Justice Act

UP Minister Suresh Khanna visits 
flood-affected areas in Varanasi

"Monsters are born out of hunger 
and unemployment...": Sanjay Raut

Kalyan Banerjee steps down as 
TMC's Lok Sabha Chief Whip
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TORONTO [CANADA] : A study
led by Harvard Medical School
researchers is one step closer to
understanding what happens in
the brain during daydreaming.

The findings of the mouse
study were published in Nature.

The researchers monitored
the activity of neurons in the visu-
al cortex of mouse brains while
the animals were awake and
silent. They discovered that these
neurons occasionally activated in
a fashion similar to that seen
when a mouse gazed at a real
image, suggesting that the mouse
was thinking--or daydreaming--
about the image.

Furthermore, activity patterns
during a mouse's first few day-
dreams of the day indicated how
the brain's response to the image
would develop over time.

The study presented tantalis-
ing, if preliminary, evidence that
daydreams can influence the
brain's future response to what it
perceives.

The authors noted that further
study is needed to establish this
causal association, but the find-
ings provide an intriguing hint
that daydreaming during peaceful
waking may play a role in brain
plasticity, or the brain's ability to
rebuild itself in response to new
experiences.

"We wanted to know how this
daydreaming process occurred on
a neurobiological level and
whether these moments of quiet
reflection could be important for
learning and memory," said lead
author Nghia Nguyen, a Ph.D. stu-
dent in neurobiology at the
Blavatnik Institute at HMS.

Scientists have spent consider-
able time studying how neurons
replay past events to form memo-
ries and map the physical envi-
ronment in the hippocampus, a
seahorse-shaped brain region
that plays a key role in memory
and spatial navigation.

By contrast, there has been lit-
tle research on the replay of neu-
rons in other brain regions,
including the visual cortex. Such
efforts would provide valuable
insights about how visual memo-
ries are formed.

"My lab became interested in
whether we could record from
enough neurons in the visual cor-
tex to understand what exactly
the mouse is remembering--and
then connect that information to
brain plasticity," said senior
author Mark Andermann, profes-
sor of medicine at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Centre and
professor of neurobiology at HMS.

In the new study, the
researchers repeatedly showed
mice one of two images, each con-
sisting of a different checkerboard
pattern of grey and dappled black
and white squares. Between
images, the mice spent a minute
looking at a grey screen. The
team simultaneously recorded
activity from around 7,000 neu-
rons in the visual cortex. The
researchers found that when a

mouse looked at an image, the
neurons fired in a specific pattern,
and the patterns were different
enough to discern image one from
image two. More importantly,
when a mouse looked at the grey
screen between images, the neu-
rons sometimes fired in a similar,
but not identical, pattern, as when
the mouse looked at the image, a
sign that it was daydreaming
about the image.

These daydreams occurred
only when mice were relaxed,
characterized by calm behavior
and small pupils.

Unsurprisingly, mice day-
dreamed more about the most
recent image and they had more
daydreams at the beginning of the
day than at the end, when they
had already seen each image
dozens of times.

Throughout the day and
across days, the activity patterns
seen when the mice looked at the
images changed--what neurosci-
entists call "representational
drift."

Yet this drift wasn't random.
Over time, the patterns associated
with the images became even
more different from each other,
until each involved an almost
entirely separate set of neurons.

Notably, the pattern seen dur-
ing a mouse's first few daydreams
about an image predicted what
the pattern would become when
the mouse looked at the image
later.

"There's drift in how the brain
responds to the same image over
time, and these early daydreams
can predict where the drift is
going," Andermann said.

Finally, the researchers found
that the visual cortex daydreams
occurred at the same time as
replay activity occurred in the
hippocampus, suggesting that the
two brain regions were communi-
cating during these daydreams.

Based on the results of the
study, the researchers suspect
that these daydreams may be
actively involved in brain plastici-
ty.

"When you see two different
images many times, it becomes
important to discriminate
between them. Our findings sug-
gest that daydreaming may guide
this process by steering the neural
patterns associated with the two

images away from each other,"
Nguyen said while noting that this
relationship needs to be con-
firmed.

Nguyen added that learning to
differentiate between the images
should help the mouse respond to
each image with more specificity
in the future.

These observations align with
a growing body of evidence in
rodents and humans that entering
a state of quiet wakefulness after
an experience can improve learn-
ing and memory.

Next, the researchers plan to
use their imaging tools to visualise
the connections between individ-
ual neurons in the visual cortex
and to examine how these con-
nections change when the brain
"sees" an image.

"We were chasing this 99 per-
cent of unexplored brain activity
and discovered that there's so
much richness in the visual cortex
that nobody knew anything
about," Andermann said.
Whether daydreams in people
involve similar activity patterns in
the visual cortex is an open ques-
tion, and the answer will require
additional experiments. However,
there is preliminary evidence that
an analogous process occurs in
humans when they recall visual
imagery. Randy Buckner, the
Sosland Family Professor of
Psychology and Neuroscience at
Harvard University, has shown
that brain activity in the visual
cortex increases when people are
asked to recall an image in detail.
Other studies have recorded fluc-
tuations in electrical activity in
the visual cortex and the hip-
pocampus during such recalls.

For the researchers, the
results of their study and others
suggest that it may be important
to make space for moments of
quiet waking that lead to day-
dreams. For a mouse, this may
mean taking a pause from looking
at a series of images, and for a
human, this could mean taking a
break from scrolling on a smart-
phone.

"We feel pretty confident that
if you never give yourself any
awake downtime, you're not
going to have as many of these
daydream events, which may be
important for brain plasticity,"
Andermann said. 

WASHINGTON DC [US] : For the first time, an
international team of researchers has created a
full-cell atlas of a whole mammalian brain.

This atlas serves as a map of the mouse brain,
describing the kind, location, and chemical infor-
mation of over 32 million cells as well as informa-
tion on cell connectivity.

The mouse is the most often used vertebrate
experimental model in neuroscience research, and
its cellular map paves the door for a better under-
standing of the human brain - probably the world's
most powerful computer. The cell atlas also pro-
vides the groundwork
for a new generation of
precision treatments for
those suffering from
mental and neurological
illnesses of the brain.

The findings were
published in Nature.

"The mouse atlas has
brought the intricate
network of mammalian
brain cells into unprece-
dented focus, giving
researchers the details
needed to understand
human brain function
and diseases," said
Joshua A. Gordon, M.D.,
Ph.D., Director of the
National Institute of
Mental Health, part of
the National Institutes of Health. The cell atlas
describes the types of cells in each region of the
mouse brain and their organization within those
regions. In addition to this structural information,
the cell atlas provides an incredibly detailed cata-
log of the cell's transcriptome -- the complete set of
gene readouts in a cell, which contains instructions
for making proteins and other cellular products.

The transcriptomic information included in the
atlas is hierarchically organized, detailing cell
classes, subclasses, and thousands of individual
cell clusters within the brain.

The atlas also characterizes the cell epigenome
-- chemical modifications to a cell's DNA and chro-
mosomes that alter the way the cell's genetic infor-
mation is expressed -- detailing thousands of
epigenomic cell types and millions of candidate
genetic regulation elements for different brain cell

types.
Together, the structural, transcriptomic, and

epigenetic information included in this atlas pro-
vide an unprecedented map of cellular organiza-
tion and diversity across the mouse brain.

The atlas also provides an accounting of the
neurotransmitters and neuropeptides used by dif-
ferent cells and the relationship among cell types
within the brain.

This information can be used as a detailed
blueprint for how chemical signals are initiated
and transmitted in different parts of the brain.

Those electrical
signals are the
basis for how brain
circuits operate
and how the brain
functions overall.

"This product is
a testament to the
power of this
unprecedented ,
cross-cutting col-
laboration and
paves our path for
more precision
brain treatments,"
said John Ngai,
PhD, Director of the
NIH BRAIN
Initiative."

Of the 10 stud-
ies included in this

collection, seven are funded through the NIH
BRAIN Initiative Cell Census Network (BICCN), and
two are funded through the larger NIH BRAIN
Initiative. The core aim of the BICCN, a ground-
breaking, cross-collaborative effort to understand
the brain's cellular makeup, is to develop a com-
prehensive inventory of the cells in the brain --
where they are, how they develop, how they work
together, and how they regulate their activity -- to
better understand how brain disorders develop,
progress, and are best treated.

"By leveraging the unique nature of its multi-
disciplinary and international collaboration, the
BICCN was able to accomplish what no other team
of scientists has been able to before," said Dr. Ngai.

"Now we are ready to take the next big step --
completing the cell maps of the and the nonhuman
primate brain."

WASHINGTON DC : In the 50 years after the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) was passed in
December 1973, the world has changed drastical-
ly.

Two Ohio State University academics were
among a group of experts invited by the journal
Science to explore how the ESA has evolved and
what its future may hold.

Tanya Berger-Wolf, faculty director of Ohio
State's Translational Data Analytics Institute, led a
group that wrote on "Sustainable, trustworthy,
human-technology partnership."

Amy Ando, professor and chair of the universi-
ty's Department of Agricultural, Environmental,
and Development Economics, wrote on
"Harnessing economics for effective implementa-
tion."

Berger-Wolf and her colleagues wrote, "We are
in the middle of a mass extinction without even
knowing all that we are losing and how fast." But
technology can help address that.

For example, they note the value of tools like
camera traps that survey animal species and
smartphone apps that allow citizen scientists to
count insects, identify bird songs and report plant
observations.

New tech has allowed scientists to monitor ani-
mal and plant populations at scale for the first
time, said Berger-Wolf, who is also a professor of
computer science and engineering, evolution, ecol-
ogy and organismal biology, and electrical and
computer engineering. One challenge is to find
new ways to extract all the information from these
new sources of data.

"But even with all this data, we are still moni-
toring only a tiny fraction of the biodiversity out in
the world," she said. "Without that information,
we don't know what we have, how different
species are doing and whether our policies to pro-

tect endangered species are working."
Most important, Berger-Wolf said, is the need to

make sure to keep humans in the process.
Technology needs to connect data, connect differ-
ent regions of the world, connect people to nature
and connect people to people. "We don't want to
sever the connection between people and nature,

we want to strengthen it," she said. "We cannot
rely on technology to save the world's biodiversity.
It has to be an intentional partnership between
humans and technology and AI."

Economics should be another partner in the
fight to save endangered species, Ando said.

"There's this tendency to think that protecting

endangered species is all about biology and ecolo-
gy," Ando said. "But various tools in economics are
very helpful in making sure the work we do to
implement the Endangered Species Act is success-
ful. That is not always obvious to people."

For example, bioeconomic research is a multi-
disciplinary effort between economists and biolo-
gists to work together to see how human behav-
iour interacts with ecological processes and sys-
tems.

"We have to take into account feedback effects.
People take an action, and that changes the
ecosystem and that changes what people do," she
said. "We need to capture those feedback effects."

The result can be novel ways to protect endan-
gered species, such as "pop-up" habitat modifica-
tion. For example, ranchers can take down fences
temporarily while elk are migrating to allow them
to move freely. Rice fields can be temporarily
flooded during shorebird migration to give them a
place to rest and feed on their travels.

We can "draw upon economics to optimize the
timing, location and extent of temporary actions to
maximize their net benefits to society," Ando wrote
in Science.Another way economics can help is to
develop policies that protect species before they
become so threatened that they need ESA protec-
tion. A common issue is that multiple landowners
will all need to work together to protect the habi-
tat of threatened species. But often, if some
landowners take actions to protect a species, other
landowners will think they don't have to.

"Economists have been working to understand
how we can coordinate landowners where we
don't have to implement draconian land use regu-
lations, but still protect habitat," Ando said.

"That is a very promising tactic that can pro-
tect species and also reduce the cost to people of
doing so."

Do you know what happens
in brain while daydreaming?

England [UK] : Researchers dis-
covered a wide range of risk factors
for young-onset dementia. The find-
ings bring the notion that heredity
is the only cause of the disease into
question, paving the potential for
innovative prevention measures.

The full study is entitled 'Risk
factors for young-onset dementia in
the UK Biobank: A prospective pop-
ulation-based study', published in
JAMA Neurology.

The large-scale study revealed
15 risk variables for late-onset
dementia, which are identical to
those for Alzheimer's disease. For
the first time, they suggest that by
focusing on health and lifestyle
variables, it may be feasible to
lower the risk of young-onset
dementia.

Relatively little research has
been done on young-onset demen-
tia, though globally there are
around 370,000 new cases of
young-onset dementia each year.

Published in JAMA Neurology,
the new research by the University
of Exeter and Maastricht University
followed more than 350,000 partic-
ipants younger than 65 across the
United Kingdom from the UK
Biobank study.

The team evaluated a broad
array of risk factors ranging from
genetic predispositions to lifestyle
and environmental influences. The
study revealed that lower formal
education, lower socioeconomic
status, genetic variation, lifestyle
factors such as alcohol use disorder
and social isolation, and health
issues including vitamin D deficien-
cy, depression, stroke, hearing
impairment and heart disease sig-
nificantly elevate risk of young-
onset dementia.

Professor David Llewellyn of the
University of Exeter emphasized the
importance of the findings: "This
breakthrough study illustrates the
crucial role of international collabo-
ration and big data in advancing
our understanding of dementia.
There's still much to learn in our
ongoing mission to prevent, identify,
and treat dementia in all its forms
in a more targeted way. This is the
largest and most robust study of its
kind ever conducted. Excitingly, for
the first time it reveals that we may
be able to take action to reduce risk
of this debilitating condition,
through targeting a range of differ-
ent factors.

Dr Stevie Hendriks, Researcher
at Maastricht University, said:
"Young-onset dementia has a very
serious impact, because the people
affected usually still have a job,
children, and a busy life. The cause
is often assumed to be genetic, but
for many people we don't actually
know exactly what the cause is.
This is why we also wanted to
investigate other risk factors in this
study."

Sebastian Kohler, Professor of
Neuroepidemiology at Maastricht
University, said: "We already knew
from research on people who devel-
op dementia at older age that there
are a series of modifiable risk fac-
tors. In addition to physical factors,
mental health also plays an impor-
tant role, including avoiding chron-
ic stress, loneliness and depression.
The fact that this is also evident in
young-onset dementia came as a
surprise to me, and it may offer
opportunities to reduce risk in this
group too." The study's support was
supported by Alzheimer's Research
UK, The Alan Turing
Institute/Engineering and Physical
Sciences Research Council,
Alzheimer Nederland, Gieskes
Strijbis Fonds, the Medical
Research Council, the National
Institute for Health.

Researchers
discover wide
range of risk
factors for
young-onset
dementia

Scientists reveal a detailed cell
map of the mammalian brain

Technology, economics might help
save endangered species: Study 

"We have to take into account feedback effects. People take an action, and that changes
the ecosystem and that changes what people do," she said. "We need to capture those feed-

back effects." "Economists have been working to understand how we can coordinate
landowners where we don't have to implement draconian land use regulations, but still pro-
tect habitat," Ando said. "That is a very promising tactic that can protect species and also

reduce the cost to people of doing so."

Whether you were once much
more physically active or have
never been one to exercise regu-
larly, now is a great time to start
an exercise and fitness regimen.
Getting and staying in shape is
just as important for seniors as it
is for younger people.Why is
exercise important for older peo-
ple? Getting your heart rate up
and challenging your muscles
benefits virtually every system in
your body, and improves your
physical and mental health in
myriad ways. Physical activity
helps maintain a healthy blood
pressure, keeps harmful plaque
from building up in your arteries,
reduces inflammation, improves
blood sugar levels, strengthens
bones, and helps stave off
depression. In addition, a regular
exercise program can make your
sex life better, lead to better qual-

ity sleep, reduce your risk of
some cancers, and is linked to
longer life.Many older adults hes-
itate to get moving because
they're unfamiliar with the types
of exercise and fitness that are
effective and safe, and aren't

sure how much exercise they
need to do. The good news is that
any kind of movement is better
than being sedentary, so there's
nothing wrong with starting
small and working your way up
to longer workouts. Your goal

should be no less than 150 min-
utes of moderate-intensity activi-
ty per week, but if you can't start
at that level, work up to it (and
then past it). While there are
many dedicated forms of exercise
and fitness for adults, you also
want to stay physically active
throughout the day by taking the
stairs, doing yard work, and
playing with your
grandkids.When it comes to
exercise and fitness for seniors,
most can begin without consult-
ing a doctor — but there are
exceptions. If you have a major
health condition like diabetes,
high blood pressure, heart or
lung disease, osteoprosis, or a
neurological disease, definitely
talk to your doctor first. People
with mobility issues such as poor
balance or arthritis should also
get advice from their doctor.

Why is exercise so
important for seniors?
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The funeral prayer of Pir
Shah Sufi Hazrat Alhaj Syed
Khaled Hossain (RA) of Prat-
appur Darbar Sharif in
Pashakura, Purba Me-
dinipur were completed on
Monday. Lakhs of Muslims
participated in this prayer.
People came in queues in
the morning to pay their last
respects. The death of the
Pir Sahib, who lived a simple
life, cast a shadow of grief
over the area. There was a
crowd of people for several
kilometers at the death of
the Islamic thinker. He was
born in 1956. He breathed
his last at the age of 69. He
left behind a son and a
daughter. He was the presi-
dent of the AIMA organiza-
tion. His worthy son is
Pirzada Maulana Syed
Ruhul Amin Hossain. He had
been suffering from physical
illness for some days. He
passed away at around 9 pm
on Sunday. "He often said,
'Don't be afraid of death,
those who are afraid are like
animals.'"

He loved the helpless.
Many called him 'Abba Hu-
zoor'.

He was a scholar of the

spiritual world. He spoke in
elegant language. His sin-
cerity and humane behavior
attracted the common peo-
ple. People from all walks of
life, regardless of religion
and caste, used to come to
his court. He and his family
were hereditary philanthro-
pists and patriots.

His grandfather was
called 'Khoka Mian' in the
region. He was a famous
doctor and a religious man.
He used to travel around the
area and provide free med-
ical services to the people.
There are many institutions
in the area named after him.
As a result, Pir Saheb was
also involved in public wel-
fare work. His ancestor
Hazrat Dewanji was Amirul
Momineen Hazrat Ali RA,
his 36th descendant. The
renowned Pir of Danga
Sharif of Medinipur was a
close relative of the de-
ceased. The Pir Saheb and
five Huzur of Furfura Sharif
were his relatives. As a re-
sult, people from all walks of
life are mourning the death
of a simple religious scholar.
Numerous Pir Sahebs, schol-
ars and intellectuals, includ-
ing various types of people,
attended his last rites.

SDRF personnel evacuate people from a flooded area amid a rise in the water level of the Ganga river during the
monsoon season, in Prayagraj.

Tensions high as new violence spirals
in Syria’s Suwayda despite ceasefire

MI News Service, Damuscus: Druze
armed groups have attacked personnel
from Syria’s internal security forces in
the restive area of Suwayda, killing at
least one government soldier and
wounding others, as well as shelling
several villages in the southern
province, according to state-run
Ekhbariya TV. Ekhbariya’s report on
Sunday quoted a security source as
saying the armed groups had violated
the ceasefire agreed in the predomi-
nantly Druze region, where sectarian
bloodshed killed hundreds of people
last month.

In response to the renewed vio-
lence, the Syrian government said in a
statement that “the media and sectar-
ian mobilisation campaigns led by the
rebel gangs in the city have not ceased
over the past period”. It added: “As
these gangs failed to thwart the efforts
of the Syrian state and its responsibili-
ties towards our people in Suwayda,
they resorted to violating the ceasefire
agreement by launching treacherous
attacks against internal security forces
on several fronts and shelling some vil-
lages with rockets and mortar shells,
resulting in the martyrdom and injury
of a number of security personnel.” The
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
reported four deaths in the latest vio-
lence in Suwayda, noting three were
government soldiers and one was a
local fighter.

Violence in Suwayda erupted on

July 13 between Bedouin tribal fighters
and Druze factions. Government forces
were sent in to quell the fighting, but
the bloodshed worsened, and Israel
carried out strikes on Syrian troops,
and also bombed the heart of the capi-
tal Damascus, under the pretext of pro-
tecting the Druze.

The Druze are a minority commu-
nity in the region with followers in
Syria, Lebanon and Israel. Suwayda
province is predominantly Druze, but is
also home to Bedouin tribes, and the
communities have had longstanding
tensions over land and other resources.

A United States-brokered truce be-
tween Israel and Syria was announced
in tandem with Syria President Ahmed
al-Sharaa declaring a ceasefire in
Suwayda after previous failed attempts.
The fighting had raged in Suwayda city
and surrounding towns for nearly a
week. Syria said it would investigate
the clashes, setting up a committee to
do so. The Suwayda bloodshed was an-
other blow to al-Sharaa’s fledgling gov-
ernment, after a wave of sectarian
violence in March that killed hundreds
of Alawite citizens in the coastal 
region.

Jitendra Awhad launches
scathing attack on 

Sanatan Dharma, calls 
it a ‘distorted ideology’

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader and MLA Jiten-
dra Awhad stirred fresh con-
troversy on Sunday after
launching a scathing attack
on Sanatan Dharma, calling
it a “distorted ideology” that
has historically oppressed so-
cial reformers and marginal-
ized communities in India.
While addressing journalists,
Awhad alleged that Sanatan
Dharma has been responsi-
ble for many regressive prac-
tices and historical injustices.
“Sanatan has ruined India. It
promotes orthodoxy and
backwardness,” he said.

Highlighting historical
episodes, Awhad claimed that
the coronation of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj was delayed
due to the rigid beliefs prop-
agated by Sanatan traditions.
He further alleged that Chha-
trapati Sambhaji Maharaj
was deliberately maligned
and discredited under the in-
fluence of orthodox elements.
The NCP leader did not stop
there. He recounted how Sav-
itri Bai Phule, one of India’s
earliest women educators
and social reformers, was
publicly humiliated by having
cow dung and filth thrown at
her—something he attributed
to the Sanatan mindset. He
also claimed that a conspir-
acy to assassinate Shahu Ma-
haraj, the progressive ruler of
Kolhapur known for his ef-
forts toward social justice,
was rooted in the same ideol-

ogy. “Sanatan did not allow
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to drink
water or attend school. It
treated him as untouchable,”
Awhad said, adding that
Ambedkar actively resisted
Sanatan practices by burning
the Manusmriti and rejecting
its discriminatory customs.

“Sanatan was never a re-
ligion; it is nothing more than
a perverse and regressive ide-
ology. People should not hesi-
tate to call it out,” he declared.
Awhad’s remarks have
sparked sharp reactions on
social media and are expected
to trigger political backlash,
especially from right-wing
groups and parties that view
Sanatan Dharma as the cul-
tural bedrock of Indian civi-
lization. As of now, there has
been no official response
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) or Hindu reli-
gious bodies, but Awhad’s
statements are likely to fuel
another round of heated de-
bate around history, caste,
and identity politics in the
country.

Lakhs of people attended the
funeral of Pir Khaled Huzur
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LONDON [UK] : Team India made
history at The Oval, registering
their narrowest Test win in terms
of runs, by six runs, during the
fifth and final Test against
England at The Oval on Monday.

On the fifth and final day, with
35 runs still needed to get for
England, pacers Mohammed Siraj
and Prasidh Krishna were
extremely relentless, putting pres-
sure and every inch of their effort
and body on every ball. The result
was England falling short by six
runs of the 374-run target, with
Siraj taking a five-wicket haul and
Prasidh getting four wickets.

This outdoes their 13-run win
against Australia at Wankhede
Stadium in 2004, which came
while defending 107 runs, and
they skittled out Aussies for 93
runs, with Murali Karthik taking
seven wickets in the match to
walk away with the 'Player of the

Match' honours.
This is the first time India has

won the 5th match of a Test series
away from home.

After England opted to bowl

first, they reduced India to 153/6.
A 58-run partnership between
Karun Nair (57 in 109 balls, with
eight fours) and Washington
Sundar (26 in 55 balls, with three

fours) was the most meaningful
part of the inning as India was
bundled out for 224 runs. Apart
from Gus Atkinson's five-wicket
haul, Josh Tongue (3/57) was also

good.
In the second innings, four-fers

from Siraj (4/86) and Prasidh
Krishna (4/62) reduced England to
247, despite a 92-run opening
stand between Zak Crawley (64 in
57 balls, with 14 fours) and Ben
Duckett (43 in 38 balls, with five
fours and two sixes) and a fifty by
Harry Brook (53 in 64 balls, with
five fours and a six). They led by
23 runs.

In India's second innings, key
contributions came from Yashasvi
Jaiswal (118 in 164 balls, with 14
fours and two sixes), Akash Deep
(66 in 94 balls, with 12 fours),
Ravindra Jadeja (53 in 77 balls,
with five fours) and Washington
Sundar (53 in 46 balls, with four
boundaries and four sixes).
Sundar stitched a very crucial
10th wicket stand with Krishna,
with the latter scoring nothing out
of it and Sundar doing all the hit-

ting.
They all took India to 396 runs,

giving them a 373-run lead and
setting a target of 374 runs for
England to win the series.

India started well, reducing
England to 106/3. However, fine
centuries from Harry Brook (111
in 98 balls, with 14 fours and two
sixes) and Joe Root (105 in 152
balls, with 12 fours) troubled India
with a 195-run stand for the
fourth wicket. At one point,
England was 317/4 on day four.
However, a late surge by Siraj
(5/104) and Krishna (4/126) shift-
ed the pressure to England, and
they were left six runs short, bun-
dled out for 367 runs.

The series is drawn 2-2,
reflecting the true nature of how
well-fought the series was. The
Shubman Gill era has started with
immense promise and fight, giving
signs of a bright future. 

KAKINDA (ANDHRA PRADESH) :
The fourth day of the 15th Hockey
India Junior Women National
Championship Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu
Hockey, Hockey Gujarat and
Hockey Mizoram won their
respective matches in Division 'C'
while Manipur Hockey, Assam
Hockey, Hockey Himachal and
Hockey Association of Bihar won
their respective matches in
Division 'B'.

The day started with Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu Hockey defeating Jammu and
Kashmir 6-0 in Division 'C', with
Khursheed Zainab (35', 56', 57')
scoring a hat-trick and Janiel
Shihangiya (49'), Nandniben
Nandubhai Dulsada (47'), and
Radhika Dandotiya (44') scoring a
goal each for Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu Hockey,
as per a press release from
Hockey India.

In the next match, Hockey
Gujarat defeated Raj in a close 3-
2 encounter with Purva Adroja
(53'), Parmar Puriben (19'), and
Pooja Dihora (35') scoring for
Hockey Gujarat, while Gayatri

Mahavar (21') and captain Sakshi
Sharma (47') scored for Raj.

The final Division 'C' match
saw a dominating performance by
Hockey Mizoram as they defeated
Telangana Hockey 15-0. Anjana
Xaxa (32', 38. 45', 46', 48') scored
five goals for Hockey Mizoram fol-
lowed by Zothanmawii (3', 19',
40', 50') who scored four goals, Z
Laldintluangi (16', 18', 49') who
scored a three goals and
F.Lalbiaksiami (22'), Lalremruati
(21') and C Malsawmzeli (19') who
scored a goal each.

Meanwhile, in the first Division
'B' match Manipur Hockey defeat-
ed Le Puducherry Hockey 9-1 with
Ritu Devi Laishram (5', 25', 46',
47') scoring four goals, captain
Romita Waribam Chanu (45', 59')
scoring two goals and Kangjam
Silvia Chanu (56'), Devi Mutum
Priya (28') and Devi Thokchom
Dainali (55') scoring a goal each
for Manipur Hockey. The lone goal
for Le Puducherry was scored by
Dhivyasri (24').

The next match saw Assam
Hockey defeat Hockey Kerala 5-1
with Ashmita Tigga (10', 41',49')
scoring a hat-trick of goals and

Reshma Jagat (12') and captain
Sumitra Swargiari (42') scoring a
goal each for Assam Hockey while
Shanusha P M (58') scored the
lone goal for Hockey Kerala.

The second last match saw
Hockey Himachal defeat Delhi 7-1
with Khushi Verma (27',60'),
Reemu Devi (38', 59'), and Mitali
Sharma (6', 42') scoring two goals
each for their team. The seventh

goal for Hockey Himachal was
scored by Bhoomi (11').
Meanwhile, Nisha (32') was the
lone scorer for Delhi.

The final match of the day saw
Hockey Association of Bihar
defeat Hockey Arunachal 1-0,
with Akansha Yadav (43') scoring
the lone goal of the match and
sealing the game for Hockey
Association of Bihar. 

PGTI SEASON

RESUMES WITH

INAUGURAL COAL

INDIA OPEN
AHMEDABAD (GUJARAT) :
Coal India Limited and the
Professional Golf Tour of India
(PGTI), the official sanctioning
body of men's professional golf
in India, will be jointly staging
the inaugural Coal India Open
from August 5 to August 8 at
the Kensville Golf and Country
Club in Ahmedabad.

The tournament offers a
total prize purse of Rs 1 crore.
The main event was preceded
by the Pro-Am event on
August 3.

Coal India Limited, the
world's largest coal producer
and one of India's leading
public sector enterprises,
comes on board as an Event
Title Sponsor on the PGTI for
the first time. The event will
have a field of 126 players,
including 123 professionals
and three amateurs.

The impressive field at the
tournament will feature lead-
ing Indian professional,s
including Yuvraj Sandhu, Om
Prakash Chouhan, Manu
Gandas and Udayan Mane, to
name a few. The leading for-
eign professionals in the field
are Sri Lankans N Thangaraja
and K Prabagaran,
Bangladeshis Jamal Hossain
and Badal Hossain, Nepal's
Sukra Bahadur Rai and
Subash Tamang, Italian
Federico Zucchetti, American
Koichiro Sato and Ugandan
Joshua Seale, to name a few.

In a press release, PM
Prasad, Chairman - cum -
Managing Director, Coal India
Limited, said, "We at Coal
India Limited are excited to
partner with the PGTI in stag-
ing the inaugural Coal India
Open. This partnership is tes-
tament to our commitment to
the growth of golf in India and
also provides a platform to
promote our core values of
excellence, integrity and com-
munity engagement. We look
forward to working with the
PGTI in creating a successful
and memorable event."

Amandeep Johl, CEO,
PGTI, said, "We are delighted
to welcome Coal India Limited
as the title sponsor for the
Coal India Open, the tourna-
ment that flags off the trans-
formative second half of the
season at the magnificent
Kensville Golf and Country
Club in Ahmedabad."

This partnership signifi-
cantly strengthens PGTI's mis-
sion of providing maximum
playing opportunities for
Indian professionals. Coal
India's commitment enables
us to elevate the tournament's
scale and quality and rein-
forces the confidence that
India's leading institutions
place in our vision for the
sport." On Sunday, the Pro-Am
event was won by the team led
by professional Shankar Das.
Shankar's team included ama-
teurs Yohann Doongaji, Anish
Patel and Chirag Thakkar.

LONDON [UK] : Mohammed Siraj broke the
silence about his costly fielding blunder, which
gave an unprecedented lifeline to Harry Brook
on Day 4 of the final Test against England.
Despite the catastrophic "game-changing"
moment, Siraj revealed that he woke up with a
sense of belief in himself to finish the job for
the team, which he eventually did.

On the fourth day at The Oval, Brook and
Joe Root started to threaten India's dominance
by orchestrating a fierce riposte in their pur-
suit of a 374-run target. Prasidh Krishna
offered a way out for India to avoid the misery
that Brook was capable of unleashing while
relying on his skillset.

Brook top-edged his pull the first delivery of
the 35th over, and Prasidh started celebrating
as soon as the ball shot sky high. Siraj arrived
at the landing position and completed the
catch. However, to his and India's agony, he
took a step back and touched the boundary
rope, turning the wicket-taking delivery into a
maximum.

He sunk his face in his hands, trying to fath-
om the gravity of his mistake. After being
dropped on 19, Brook made the most of the
second wind and blazed his way to a swash-
buckling 111 from 98 deliveries before he bal-
looned the ball to Siraj off Akash Deep. In the
second instance, Siraj didn't allow history to
repeat itself and pouched the ball safely.

"To be honest, I didn't think that I would
take the (Brook) catch and step on the rope. It
was a match-changing moment. Yes, I always
believed myself that I will do it for the team,"
Siraj said while speaking to Sky Sports after
the match.

"If I had taken that (Brook) catch properly,
probably we may not have had to come today.
But Brook played really well," he continued
during the post-match presentation.

After the end of a 195-run partnership,

'Miyaan Magic' brought the thunder down on
the ground in London and delivered a per-
formance that will be remembered for ages.
While sticking to his plan of hitting the right
areas, Siraj always had faith in himself. He
even took a screenshot from the internet,
which suggested 'to believe', spurring him to
bring it out on the field.

"To be honest, it is so amazing. From day
one to here, everyone fought so hard, so we are
very happy. I just wanted to make sure I hit the
right areas, the wickets would fall, and any-
thing else would be a bonus. When I woke up,
I believed I could do it. I took a screenshot of
something on Google that said believe because
I wanted to put it out there today," Siraj said in
the post-match presentation, after being
adjudged the Player of the Match.

After rain forced a premature end to the
action on the fourth day, India stood four wick-
ets to level the series while England just had to
pile up 35 runs to gun down the daunting total.
In the opening hour, Siraj breathed fire,
bowled in tandem with Prasidh, and put the
final nail in the coffin.

On his 1,113th delivery of the series, he
nailed the yorker and rattled the timber to get
India past the finishing line with a narrow six-
run triumph, finishing with a sizzling five-for in
the second innings and overall match figures
9/190. 

FLORIDA [US] : West Indies bat-
ter Roston Chase on Monday
became the first player to get
retired out during a men's T20I
featuring two Full Member
teams.

This incident took place dur-
ing the West Indies chase of 190
runs in the third and final T20I of
the series against Pakistan, as
reported by ESPNcricinfo.

The Caribbean side got to a
good, brilliant start as opener
Alick Athanaze scored 60 runs off
40 balls, but later, when he got
dismissed, the run-rate slowed
down and they were reduced to
110/3 after the completion of 13
overs.

At that moment, Sherfane
Rutherford was batting along
with Chase, where the latter was
struggling to hit big shots, so he
was retired out after scoring
15(12), which came with the help
of two fours.

Coming to the match, Pakistan
skipper Salman Agha won the
toss and opted to bat.

Pakistan's opening pair of
Saim Ayub and Sahibzada Farhan
gave Pakistan a flying start,

adding 47 runs without any loss
in the powerplay.

They continued to build on the
momentum and extended
Pakistan's dominance by taking
the team's total to 82 without loss
at mid-way through the innings
as Farhan completed his third
T20I half-century.

Ayub joined his partner and
completed his second T20I fifty,
bringing up the 100-run opening
stand for Pakistan. The duo
added 138 runs for the opening
wicket before Shamar Joseph
removed Farhan for 74 in the
17th over.

Hasan Nawaz played a couple
of big shots before losing his
wicket to Roston Chase, followed
by Haris getting himself run out
as West Indies made a comeback
in the match. Khushdil Shah and
Faheem Ashraf slammed 19 runs
in the final over as Pakistan fin-
ished their innings at 189/4.

In reply, while chasing 190
runs, West Indies openers Alick
Athanaze and Jerlani Andrew
also gave their team a flying
start, adding 44 runs for the
opening wicket before Haris Rauf
dismissed Andrew for 24 in the
5th over. Skipper Shai Hope's run
drought with the bat continued as
he was dismissed for seven by
Mohammad Nawaz in the 9th
over.

Athanaze brought up his
maiden T20I fifty in the 11th
over, he added 10 more runs to
his total before Ayub removed
him for 60 in the following over.
Roston Chase made 15 but failed
to get going and retired with 41
runs left to win in 18 balls for
West Indies.

Sherfane Rutherford made a
vital fifty off 35 runs and tried to
get his side over the line, but the
home side eventually fell 13 runs
short of the target. (ANI)

Team India registers narrowest Test win by runs
at The Oval, outdoes their 21-year-old record

Indewheelers
Motorsports joins ISRL
season two as newest
franchise team
PUNE (MAHARASHTRA) : The
Indian Supercross Racing
League (ISRL) on Monday wel-
comed Indewheelers
Motorsports Pvt Ltd as the
newest franchise team to the
season two grid. As Pune's sec-
ond franchise, Indewheelers
Motorsports is set to make the
league more competitive while
boosting the city's already
established position as a nation-
al motorsport hub. Founded by
motorsport veteran Vikram
Dhar and co-owned by young
entrepreneur Ajay Agrawal, the
team blends racing pedigree
with next-generation business
leadership, ready to make its
mark on India's premier
Supercross league.

With over two decades in the
off-road motorsports ecosystem,
Vikram Dhar is a true trailblaz-
er. Founder of MXSTORE.in,
India's leading off-road gear
platform, he combines profes-
sional racing expertise with cor-
porate leadership at
Indewheelers Motorsports. A
passionate off-roader since
2006, Vikram is the 2017-18
Emirates Desert Championship
Champion and has competed
across global terrains, while
also holding senior regional
director roles in multinational
corporations.

Co-owner Ajay Agrawal, a
dynamic entrepreneur and
Chartered Accountant, brings
sharp financial acumen and
global distribution experience,
representing the new wave of
leaders transforming industries.
Indewheelers Motorsports has
also partnered with global
infrastructure major Arabian
Coast Group. This partnership
underscores growing interest
from international investors in
India's evolving motorsport
ecosystem. "Our mission is to
build India's most respected,
performance-driven Supercross
team rooted in professionalism
and passion. Indewheelers
Motorsports aims to inspire the
next generation of racers and
contribute to the long-term
growth of India's motorsport
ecosystem," said Vikram Dhar,
Founder & Team Principal.

ISRL is quickly becoming a
cultural movement among

India's youth, blending high-
octane action with aspirational
appeal. The addition of
Indewheelers Motorsports as
Pune's second team, alongside
BB Racing, elevates the city's
competitive depth while
cementing its status as a motor-
sports hub. Having two teams
transforms the city into a talent
pipeline for Indian Supercross
racing, boosting competition
and fan engagement. This
expansion nurtures emerging
riders at the grassroots level,
laying the foundation for India's
motorsport future while driving
infrastructure investments that
position the city at the heart of
India's racing evolution.

Eeshan Lokhande, Co-
Founder & Director, ISRL, said,
"We are thrilled to welcome
Indewheelers Motorsports to
the ISRL family. Vikram and
Ajay bring a perfect balance of
motorsport passion and busi-
ness vision, which aligns seam-
lessly with ISRL's mission to
create India's most exciting and
professional motorsports
ecosystem. Their entry sets a
strong benchmark for the
growth of our league and
inspires the next generation of
racing enthusiasts."

The Indian Supercross
Racing League has already cap-
tured national attention with
Bollywood megastar Salman
Khan onboard as the official
Brand Ambassador and an
Investor in the league.

Indewheelers Motorsports
will make its debut as the
league kicks off, strategically
positioned at the intersection of
sport, entertainment, and
enterprise. With a shared pas-
sion for racing excellence and a
focus on building a passionate
fan base, the team is expected
to play a defining role in ISRL's
continued evolution.

With Season 2 kicking off in
October 2025, ISRL is set to
deliver bigger races, enhanced
fan experiences, and unprece-
dented brand integration.
Franchise owners now stand at
the intersection of sport, busi-
ness, and entertainment, as
India embraces motorsports as
a mainstream commercial
property. 

Day 4 Results: 15th Hockey India Junior
Women National Championship 2025

Siraj breaks silence on costly fielding blunder, reveals
despite setback, still had belief to win it for India

ROSTON CHASE BECOMES FIRST PLAYER
TO GET RETIRED OUT IN T20IS


