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India, Russia can take their 'dead
economies' down together, 

remarks US President Trump

India, Brazil hold key meet to boost
defence ties, military cooperation

Amarnath Yatra resumes on Baltal axis in
valley, but remains suspended from Jammu

Mamata Banerjee announces Rs 1.10 Lakh grant for Durga
Puja committees in Bengal, orders 80% power bill rebate

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addresses a coordination meeting with the organisers of Durga Puja committees, where she announces a Rs
1.10 lakh grant to the organisers, at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Thursday. Pic Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata: Amid
thuderous applause from the rep-
resentatives of Durga Puja com-
mittees,West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday announced a substantial
hike in government support for
Durga Puja celebrations this year,
annuncing a grant of Rs 1.10 lakh
for each Puja committee—an in-
crease of Rs 25,000 from last year. 

In addition the Puja organisers
will receive an 80% rebate on
electricity bills.All fire licence and
other government fees are also
being waived, underscoring the
state’s commitment to preserving
the festival’s grandeur and its
recognition as a UNESCO Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage, she said..

The announcement came dur-
ing a high-level coordination
meeting with  over 45,000 Puja or-
ganisers in the state,  at Netaji In-
door Stadium on Thursday. 

Fulfilling her promise to sup-
port Bengal’s biggest festival,Ma-
mata Banerjee announced a
substantial increase in the govern-
ment grant for Puja organizers
this year. Last year each Puja com-
mittee received Rs 85,000. Today’s
announcement of the Cihef minis-
ter  was met with widespread ap-
plause and relief from thousands
of  Puja organizers from across

the state, most of whom  were
present at the coordination meet-
ing. .  

Extending her early Durga
Puja greetings, the Chief Minister
declared that  the procession for
the   immersion after the four day
puja, will take place on October 2,
3, and 4, followed by a grand car-
nival on October 5. 

Reiterating her commitment,
Mamata Banerjee noted that the
grant has been increased by Rs
25,000 this year. Although she had
earlier promised  to increase the
grant to Rs 1 lakh this year, but
surprising everybody this time she
exceeded that amount by
Rs10,000 more.. Moreover, she in-
structed the CESC and the  West
Bengal State Electricity Board to
offer an 80% discount on electric-
ity charges for the Puja commit-
tees. 

Unlike last year, this year the
Durga Puja festival will be cele-
brated in the last week of Septem-
ber. In light of the preparations,
the Chief minister  convened
today’s meeting where apart from
all senior administrative officials,
senior functioneries of  KMC, po-
lice, fire services, health depart-
ment, transport authorities, and
other utility service providers
were present. . 

“Durga Puja is the festival of
our hearts. When UNESCO recog-
nized it as part of the world’s In-
tangible Cultural Heritage, it
became all of our responsibility to
preserve that honour,” Mamata
Banerjee said. Addressing criti-
cism,she said “Some go to court
claiming that I don't allow Puja or
Saraswati Puja to take place. Why
shouldn’t we support a festival
that provides employment to
countless workers and brings
neighborhoods together?” 

Since assuming  the office of
the Chief minister in 2011, Ma-
mata Banerjee has cultivated a
socio-cultural ecosystem around
Durga Puja. From government aid
to traffic management, women’s
safety initiatives like Pink Police,
and health services, the state
plays a pivotal role in festival lo-
gistics. She has directed that all
safety measures be tightened
again this year—urging installa-
tion of drones, CCTV cameras, and
watchtowers, especially for crowd
control at popular puja pandals.
She also emphasized the safety of
women and senior citizens.in and
around all pandals 

During the meeting, she
warned against dangerous crowd-
pulling themes, stating, “Do not
create themes that could lead to

stampedes. Human lives are more
important than competition.” 

She also announced the carni-
val on October 5 and stressed the
need for utmost coordination
among the police, transportation,
and health services. “There must
be round the clock  surveillance at
bus stands and ferry ghats, mobile
patrolling, and 24x7 open control
rooms. I myself stay awake
through the night to monitor
everything,” she said. 

Mamata Banerjee also in-
structed the transport department
to increase the number of buses
on streets. The Chief Secretary has
been asked to coordinate with
Metro Railway for extended their
operating hours and ensure that
suburban trains also run for a
much longer period with in-
creased frequency even during the
Puja nights. Hospitals have been
advised to remain fully prepared. 

She concluded, “There are
45,000 clubs organizing Puja. Let’s
not just highlight Bobby(Firhad
Hakim), Aroop (Biswas), or Sujit’
(Bose’s) Pujas—let’s give everyone
a platform.” 

Finally, she reiterated that
Puja is not just a religious event
but a celebration of community,
culture, and livelihood—one that
reflects the true spirit of Bengal. 

MI News Service, Washington (DC) / New
Delhi : Dropping yet another  bombshell
by hitting out both India and Russia, US
President Donald Trump has once again
came down heavily on both the countries
for their close ties and said he doesn't
care “what New India does with Moscow”.

They can take their dead economies
down together, for all I care, he said in a
fresh social media post, hours after an-
nouncing 25 per cent plus tariffs on im-
ports from India.

"I don't care what India does with
Russia. They can take their dead
economies down together, for all I care,"
he said.

A day after announcing 25 per cent
tariffs on imports from India, President
Trump in his usual flare has once again
dropped yet another bombshell, hitting
out both India and Russia, and reiterated
that the two "can take their dead
economies down together, for all I care.
We have done very little business with
India, their tariffs are too high, among the
highest in the world. Likewise, Russia and
the USA do almost no business together.
Let's keep it that way," he said in a post
on Truth Social on Thursday.

The US President also targeted former
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev for
warning that Washington DC's "ultima-
tum game" with Russia could lead to war.
"...and tell Medvedev, the failed former
President of Russia, who thinks he's still
President, to watch his words. He's enter-
ing very dangerous territory," the US
President said.

The US President's remarks come a
day after he announced 25 per cent tariffs
on imports from India, plus a penalty for
New Delhi's purchases from Russia.

"Remember, while India is our friend,
we have, over the years, done relatively
little business with them because their
tariffs are far too high, among the highest
in the World, and they have the most
strenuous and obnoxious non-monetary
trade barriers of any Country," Trump
said, adding that the US has a "massive"
trade deficit with India.

Disapproving of New Delhi's defence
deals with Moscow, the US President said
India has "always bought a vast majority

of their military equipment from Russia".
They "are Russia's largest buyer of en-
ergy, along with China, at a time when
everyone wants Russia to stop the killing
in Ukraine." 

Since the war in Ukraine began, the
Western powers have repeatedly scoffed
at India buying Russian oil. External Af-
fairs Minister  S Jaishankar has articu-
lated the Indian position on this subject
and said it was merely trying to get the
best deal for its citizens. He has also
pointed to the double standards of the
West, saying that it needs to grow out of
the mindset that "Europe's problems are
the world's problems, but the world's
problems are not Europe's problems." 

"The Government will take all steps
necessary to secure our national interest,
as has been the case with other trade
agreements including the latest Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade Agreement
with the UK," the government said.
Trump's fire at Medvedev, who has 
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MI News Service, New Delhi / Brasilia:
India and Brazil have emphasised the
need to enhance military cooperation and
defence industry ties between the two
countries, besides bolstering the regional
security in Indo-Pacific region and Latin
America.

A comprehensive decision in this re-
gard was taken at the 8th Joint Defence
Committee meeting in the Brazilian capi-
tal Brasília on Thursday, the Indian De-
fence Ministry  sources  here said .

"Led by Shri Vishwesh Negi, Joint Sec-
retary (IC) and Maj Gen Willain Koji
Kamei, Deputy Chief of Policy and Strat-
egy, the talks focused on boosting military
cooperation, training, defence industry
ties and regional security in Indo-Pacific
and Latin America," the ministry said in a
post on X.

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Brazilian President Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva have also  agreed to almost
double two-way trade to USD 20 billion
over the next five years

India and Brazil have forged a new
strategic roadmap to strengthen bilateral

ties over the next decade based on five
key pillars, including defence and secu-
rity, food security, energy transition, digi-
tal transformation and industrial
partnerships in strategic areas.

The roadmap was finalised during a
meeting between Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Brazilian President Luiz In-
ácio Lula da Silva in Brasilia  a few
daysago. The two leaders had agreed dur-
ing their meeting to almost double two-
way trade to $20 billion over the next five
years.

The two leaders tasked authorities to
conclude four bilateral agreements as
soon as possible, including an agreement
on mutual legal assistance in civil matters
and memorandums of understanding
(MoUs) on defense industry cooperation,
sports cooperation, and archival cooper-
ation, according to a joint statement is-
sued after the meeting. The two sides had
finalised several important agreements
during Tuesday’s meeting, including
agreements on combating 
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PM Modi, UAE prez stress on deepening 
collaboration between two countries

Seven who faced trial on charges of 
terrorist act in 2008 Malegaon blast case

MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and UAE
President Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan have laid emphasis on fur-
ther developing and deepening the
collaboration between two countries
for the shared benefit of the peoples
of both  the nations, a statement said
on Thursday.

Both leaders spoke over the
phone and reaffirmed their mutual
commitment to further strengthen-
ing the bilateral Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between India

and the UAE. They positively as-
sessed the remarkable progress
made across various sectors of bilat-
eral cooperation and laid emphasis
on further developing and deepening
collaboration for the shared benefit
of the peoples of both countries.

The statement said Sheikh Mo-
hamed warmly congratulated  PM
Modi on becoming the second
longest-serving prime minister in a
continuous tenure in India, and
wished him continued success in his
service to the nation.

MI News Service, Mumbai:  The 2008
Malegaon blast case, one of the
country's longest-running terror
cases, saw seven persons facing trial
on charges of committing a terrorist
act under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and for murder and
criminal conspiracy under IPC.

An explosive device strapped to a
motorcycle went off near a mosque
in the Malegaon town, located about
200 km from Mumbai, on September
29, 2008 killing six persons and in-
juring 101 others.

The prosecution had alleged the
blast was carried out by right wing
extremists and that their intent was
to establish 'Aryawrat' (Hindu Rash-

tra). A total of 14 persons were ar-
rested in the case but only seven
faced trial, as the remaining seven
were discharged from the case at the
time of framing of charges.A special
court on Thursday acquitted all the
seven accused, including former BJP
MP Pragya Singh Thakur and Lt
Colonel Prasad Purohit, noting there
was no evidence to warrant their
conviction. The seven accused who
faced trial are  A) Pragya Singh
Thakur: She was arrested in October
2008 by the initial probe agency --
Maharashtra Anti Terrorism Squad
(ATS) -- after it was alleged that the
motorbike on which the bomb was
planted was registered under her

name.  The prosecution had claimed
Thakur also attended a meeting in
Bhopal with the co-accused in the
case where it was discussed that re-
venge should be taken against the
Muslim community for carrying out
a blast in Malegaon in 2006. During
this meeting, Thakur allegedly said
she would provide manpower for
carrying out a blast. After the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA)
took over the probe into the case, it
sought to give a clean chit to Thakur
in 2016. A special court, however, re-
fused and said Thakur will have to
face trial. Thakur spent more 
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MI News Service, Srinagar: The Amarnath
Yatra resumed from the Baltal axis in the
Kashmir valley on Thursday but  has re-
mained suspended from Jammu due to in-
clement weather conditions. No fresh
batch of pilgrims was allowed to proceed
from Jammu to the cave shrine in the
South Kashmir Himalayas this morning
because of the present adverse situation,
officials said. In view of maintenance
works on the Pahalgam axis of the Amar-
nath Yatra route following the rains, the
yatra will continue only through the Baltal
axis. Accordingly, the annual Yatra re-
sumed from the Baltal axis at the wee
hours on Thursday, a day after it was sus-
pended due to heavy rains, while the
yatra remains suspended from the Pahal-
gam axis as urgent maintenance and re-
pair works have to be carried out on the
route, official sources said. Torrential
rains in Kashmir had rendered the roads
unsafe, following which the pilgrimage
was suspended on both the Baltal and Pa-
halgam routes on Wednesday.

"The yatra resumed this morning
from the Baltal route," said an official,
adding, "In view of maintenance works
required to be carried out on the Pahal-
gam axis of Amarnath Yatra route follow-
ing the recent rains, the yatra shall

continue only through Baltal axis." The
official said that no convoy movement
would be allowed towards the Baltal and
Nunwan base camps from Bhagwati
Nagar base camp in Jammu on Thursday.
So far, more than 3.93 lakh yatris have
paid obeisance at the holy cave shrine this
year. The annual yatra that began on July
3 will culminate of August 9. 

With incessant rain lashing several
parts of Jammu and Kashmir, roads
towads the cave became unsafe to travel
even for experienced pilgrims.In view of
that holy pilgrimage was suspended on
both the tracks Baltal and Pahalgam yes-
terday. No new batch of devotees was al-
lowed to depart from Bhagwati Nagar
base camp in Jammu to holy ‘Baba Bar-
fani’ nestled in South Kashmir’s Hi-
malayas on Thursday morning. Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, Ramesh Kumar
Jangid has said that owing to incessant
rain , the safe movement of pilgrims has
been affected from Base Camps in Kash-
mir, adding, given that the yatra will be
halted from Jammu. 

Incidentally, this is the second time
that  the pilgrimage has been halted. On
July 17, the yatra was suspended due to
heavy rains at the twin base camps (Baltal
and Pahalgam) in Kashmir.

3.3 magnitude tremor
hits Gujarat's 
Kutch, no reports 
of damage so far
MI News Service, Ahmed-
abad : Within 24 hours of a
massive 8.7 magnitude
earthquake struck the east-
ern Kamchatka region of
Russia, a relatively mild
tremor of 3.3 magnitude hit
Gujarat's Kutch district on
Thursday morning, the In-
stitute of Seismological Re-
search (ISR) said. A tremor
of 3.3 magnitude hit Gu-
jarat's Kutch district on
Thursday morning, the ISR
in a statement said later in
the day. The tremor was
recorded at 9.52 am this
morning, with its epicentre
located 16 km south-south
west of Bela in the  Gandhi-
nagar district, the ISR said.
No casualty or damage to
property has so far been re-
ported from the tremor af-
fected region, a district
disaster response official
said. Kutch district is lo-
cated in a "very high risk"
seismic zone, and earth-
quakes of lower intensity
occur regularly there. The
2001 earthquake in Kutch
was the third largest and
second most destructive in
India over the last two cen-
turies when a large number
of towns and villages in the
district suffered almost
complete destruction,
killing over 13,800  people
and leaving  more than
1.67 lakh injured.

Kamchatka earthquake is among top 10 strongest ever recorded
MI News Service, Moscow /
New Delhi : At about 11:30 am
local time on Wednesday, a
magnitude 8.8 earthquake
struck off the coast of Russia’s
Kamchatka Peninsula in the
country’s far east. Originating
at a depth of roughly 20 kilo-
metres, the powerful earth-

quake – among the ten
strongest in recorded history
and the largest worldwide
since 2011 – has caused build-
ing damage and injuries in the
largest nearby city,
Petropavlosk-Kamchatsky, just
119 kilometres from the epi-
centre.Tsunami warnings and

evacuations have reverberated
through Russia, Japan and
Hawaii, with advisories issued
for the Philippines, Indonesia,
and as far away as New
Zealand and Peru. The Pacific
region is highly prone to
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BSF recovers gold worth Rs.44 lakh near

India-Bangladesh border in Nadia

Nadia Civic Volunteer Arrested for
Allegedly Cheating Woman with

False Marriage Promise

Missing teen found hanging
in abandoned house

No Road, No Ambulance: Patients
carried on cot in Bankura

AI-Generated tiger video sparks panic in
Kadambagchi school, attendance drops

Fake technician steals surgical gear across Bengal 

Paper trail scam: Bangladeshi youth fakes  family ties for ID 
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MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant initiative to
support Food Business Op-
erators (FBOs), the
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) has inaugu-
rated 32 newly
constructed food stalls in
Ward No. 63, Russell
Street. The stalls were for-
mally handed over to local
vendors, marking a pro-
gressive step in the city’s
efforts to formalise and
uplift street food busi-
nesses.Kolkata Mayor and
West Bengal Urban Devel-
opment and Municipal Af-
fairs Minister Firhad
Hakim graced the occa-
sion and personally felici-

tated the vendors prior to
the official handover of the
stalls. The event was
presided over by Ward 63
Councillor and Borough
VII Chairperson Sushmita
Bhattacharya Chatterjee,

who warmly welcomed
dignitaries and atten-
dees.The event witnessed
the presence of several
key officials, including
KMC Deputy Mayor Atin
Ghosh, who is also MMIC

(Health) and MLA, along
with Debashesh Kumar,
MMIC (Parks & Gardens,
Sports, Advertisements,
Parking, and Hawkers’ Re-
habilitation Scheme). Also
in attendance were Coun-

cillor Asim Bose, Borough
VI Chairperson Sana
Ahmed, Borough IV Chair-
person Sadhana Bose, and
several other
councillors.Adding to the
event’s significance, State
Food Safety Commissioner
Tapan Kanti Rudra and
FSSAI Eastern Region Di-
rector Col Sujay Kumar
were also present, under-
scoring the importance of
food safety and hygiene in
public food vending.This
initiative reflects the
KMC’s ongoing commit-
ment to structured urban
development and the eco-
nomic empowerment of
street vendors.

Mayor inaugurates 32 modern food stalls in
Kolkata’s Russell Street, Ward No. 63

Life imprisonment with Rs. 60 thousand 
fine in Shantipur child murder case

MI News Service, Nadia: In
a major crackdown on
cross-border smuggling,
the Border Security Force
(BSF) recovered gold worth
over �44 lakh near the
India-Bangladesh border in
West Bengal’s Nadia district
on Tuesday.According to
BSF South Bengal Frontier
officials, based on prior in-
telligence inputs, troops
launched a search opera-
tion near the Baijnathpur
border outpost. The area
goes under Nadia's Naka-
shipur police limits. After a
prolonged search, a suspi-

cious black packet was
found hidden in a bush ap-
proximately 50 metres from
the international border.On
opening the packet, BSF
personnel discovered four
pieces of gold of various
shapes and sizes, weighing

a total of 439.23 grams.
The seized gold is estimated
to be worth Rs. 44,40,615
in the market.“This suc-
cessful operation once
again highlights the alert-
ness and commitment of
our troops towards stop-
ping cross-border smug-
gling,” said a spokesperson
from the South Bengal
Frontier.BSF has urged res-
idents in border areas to re-
port any suspicious activity
through its dedicated
‘Seema Sathi’ helpline
number 14419 or via What-
sApp on 9903472227.

MI News Service, Nadia: In a dramatic turn
of events amidst drizzling rain in Krish-
nanagar, Nadia district, traffic came to a
standstill on Thursday morning as a
woman grabbed a civic volunteer by the
collar in the middle of the road, accusing
him of cheating and threatening her under
the pretext of being “a police officer.”Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses, the woman
shouted, “You threatened me saying you're
with the police. Now face the conse-
quences.” Locals soon intervened, and in
the ensuing chaos, reportedly roughed up
the civic volunteer before police arrived on
the scene.The woman, a young resident of
Nadia, later lodged a written complaint at
the Krishnanagar Kotwali police station, al-
leging that the civic volunteer engaged in a
two-year physical relationship with her
under the promise of marriage. During this
time, she claims, she was kept in a rented
house in Krishnanagar by the accused.The
complaint further states that the civic vol-
unteer took several lakhs of rupees and
gold jewellery from her over time. When
she demanded marriage, the accused re-
portedly began abusing her both mentally
and physically and even threatened to kill
her if she went public with the matter.More
recently, the woman alleged, the accused

forcefully took away her ornaments and
money again, and when she protested, he
threatened her with “police action,” claim-
ing his ties with law enforcement.Based on
her complaint, police arrested the civic vol-
unteer and produced him before the Krish-
nanagar Court on Thursday afternoon. The
accused has been remanded in police cus-
tody for further investigation.“I am living in
fear every moment,” the complainant told
the media. “He used his position to manip-
ulate and silence me. I just want
justice.”The Krishnanagar police have
started an investigation and said they are
verifying the woman's claims, including
any financial transactions and the period of
cohabitation.

MI News Service, Nadia: In
a major breakthrough in a
horrific child murder case
that had shocked the San-
tipur area in 2022, the Ad-
ditional District Judge
(ADJ) Court of Ranaghat on
Thursday pronounced the
punishment of life impris-
onment with fine of Rs. 60
thousand to one Abdul Gaf-
far Sk. He was convicted on
Tuesday under Sections
363, 365, 302, and 201 of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).The incident oc-
curred on December 22,

2022, at around 4:45 pm.
when the accused, Abdul
Gaffar Sk, son of Late
Abdul Rahim Sk and a res-
ident of Hijuli, Bagachra,
under Santipur Police Sta-
tion in Nadia district, kid-
napped a 4-year-old girl
with malicious intent. He
was apprehended the same
day by the Santipur po-
lice.During interrogation,
Gaffar confessed to the
brutal murder of the child,
strangling her and repeat-
edly banging her head
against the floor. He fur-

ther revealed that he had
dumped the victim’s body
in a nearby mustard field
in an attempt to destroy ev-
idence.The case took a fur-
ther dramatic turn when
the accused escaped from
Ranaghat Sub-Divisional
Hospital during a routine
medical check-up while in
custody. He was re-ar-
rested a few days later
while allegedly planning to
harm key witnesses in the
case.Police initiated a swift
and meticulous investiga-
tion and submitted a de-

tailed chargesheet in the
court. The efforts of the in-
vestigating team of S.I.
Syed Aminul Islam (I.O.),
S.I. Moniruzzaman (Hold-
ing I.O.), and Assistant
Public Prosecutor Apurb
Bhadra have been widely
appreciated for their dili-
gence in handling this sen-
sitive and grave case.Given
the heinous nature of the
crime and the accused’s
criminal mindset, the con-
viction was hailed as a sig-
nificant step towards
justice.

The West Bengal Pradesh Congress holds a protest rally in support of Bengali language rights and against the alleged op-
pression of Bengali-speaking people in BJP-ruled states. The rally started from Jorasanko Thakurbari and concluded at
College Street in Kolkata.

MI News Service, Bakura:
A man impersonating a
medical technician has
been arrested for allegedly
stealing expensive equip-
ment from several govern-
mental hospitals across
West Bengal. The accused,
identified as Sameer Mon-
dal, was apprehended by
Bishupur police station
from the Chowhati Rajpur
Bazer area in Sonarpur,
South 24 Parganas. 

The arrest followed a
complaints lodged on April

3 by Bisnupur District hos-
pital in Bakura. According
to the hospital authorities,
the accused entered the
Obstetrics and Gynaecology
department on April 1
under the pretext of repair-
ing medical equipment. He
subsequently stole critical
parts from high-value sur-
gical devices. Bishnupur
Police launched an investi-
gation soon after receiving
the complaint and, through
surveillance and intelli-
gence sources, tracked

down the accused. Interro-
gation revealed that
Sameer Mondal was previ-
ously employed as a techni-
cian specializing in the
repair of advanced laparo-
scopic surgical equipment,
granting him in-depth
knowledge of the machin-
ery he targeted. Investiga-
tors have learned that
Sameer Mondal had previ-
ously stolen similar medical
equipment from govern-
ment hospitals under
Domkal, Jhargram, Kalna,

and Kandi police jurisdic-
tions. He reportedly sold
the stolen parts on the
black market at high
prices. Police suspect that
Mondal may be part of a
larger network involved in
the theft and illegal sale of
medical equipment. Au-
thorities are continuing
their investigation and plan
to take the accused into
custody for further interro-
gation to uncover the full
extent of the operation and
any possible accomplices.

MI News Service, South 24 Parganas: A
16-year-old boy's body was found hanging
in an abandoned house in Kundakhali vil-
lage, two days after he went missing, leav-
ing the community in shock and fear. The
teenager disappeared on Monday, and a
neighbor made the gruesome discovery
on Wednesday morning.

Police quickly arrived at the scene,
cordoned off the area, and sent the body
for a post-mortem to determine the cause
of death. The boy's family, including his
grandfather Sushanta Dutta, and other lo-
cals like Ajit Halder, expressed disbelief.
They stated the boy had no known ene-
mies or personal disputes. While police

haven't ruled out suicide, they are treat-
ing the death as suspicious. Forensic
teams are expected to investigate the
abandoned house, a place locals seldom
approached. The circumstances of his dis-
appearance and the discovery have raised
chilling questions for residents: Why did
he go to the house, and was he alone?

The entire village is now waiting for
answers as the police investigation contin-
ues, hoping to solve the mystery sur-
rounding the teenager's tragic death. The
eerie setting of the abandoned house and
the sudden discovery of the boy's body
have only deepened the unsettling feeling
in the community.

MI News Service, Bankura:
A disturbing scene from
Beldanga village in the In-
dpur block of Bankura dis-
trict has once again
highlighted the plight of
rural Bengal during the
monsoon. An elderly pa-
tient had to be carried on a
makeshift rope cot after an
ambulance refused to
enter the village due to the
deplorable condition of the
access road. The 3-kilome-
tre stretch connecting
Noida intersection of Bra-
jrajpur Gram Panchayat to
Beldanga village—and
serving several other vil-
lages including Dhansat,
Ilambazar, Mallikdihi,
Noida, and Janara—has
been in a severely dam-
aged state for years. With

no proper drainage or sur-
facing, the unpaved road
becomes nearly impassa-
ble during the rainy sea-
son. Locals report that
water levels often rise to
knee-deep, creating deep
potholes and muddy pits
that render four-wheelers,
including emergency vehi-
cles, unable to access the
area. Despite repeated ap-
peals to the administra-
tion, villagers claim no
action has been taken to
improve the condition of
the road. As a result, resi-
dents—including school-
children—are forced to
walk or cycle through
treacherous conditions
every day. The situation
reached a critical point
when an elderly villager

fell seriously ill. Attempts
to summon an ambulance
failed, as the vehicle oper-
ators declined to drive
through the flooded, mud-
ridden path. Ultimately, lo-
cals carried the patient on
a traditional rope cot to
the main road, from where
they arranged further
transport to a healthcare
facility. This incident has
sparked outrage among
residents and raised ur-
gent questions about infra-
structure negligence and
the accessibility of emer-
gency services in rural
areas. Locals now wait to
see whether the adminis-
tration will finally respond
with concrete action to re-
store the lifeline road that
connects several villages.

MI News Service, North 24 Parganas:
A controversy has erupted in Bagda
over allegations that a Bangladeshi
national illegally obtained Indian
identity documents—including a
voter ID, Aadhaar card, and even a
passport—by falsely claiming a de-
ceased man as his father. The inci-
dent has raised serious concerns
about the integrity of voter registra-
tion and identity verification in the
border regions of West Bengal.

The accused, identified as Rocky
Mondal, is alleged to have entered
India illegally from Bangladesh. Ac-
cording to a formal complaint filed
with the Block Development Officer
(BDO), District Magistrate (DM), and
the Election Commission, Rocky se-
cured Indian citizenship documents
by claiming to be the son of Ayeb
Mondal, a deceased resident of Ram-
nagar under Bagda police station.
The complaint was lodged by Santu
Mistry, President of the BJP's Re-
gional Refugee Cell in Boyra Gram
Panchayat. Mistry alleges that Rocky
fabricated his documents and was

even included in the official voter
list—raising concerns of voter fraud
ahead of upcoming electoral revi-
sions. Adding to the controversy,
Amena Mondal, daughter-in-law of
the late Ayeb Mondal, stated, “My fa-
ther-in-law passed away long ago.
Rocky used to visit us occasionally
while he was alive, but we have no
idea how he managed to list himself
as his son. He is originally from

Bangladesh, and we’ve had no con-
tact with him for nearly two
decades.” The complainant further
accused local Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leaders of being complicit in
facilitating such document forgeries
in exchange for money, allegedly to
build vote banks. Responding to the
allegations, TMC leader Paritosh
Saha said, "It is not the duty of Tri-
namool leaders to monitor who is
falsely claiming parentage to make
voter cards. If the allegations are
proven, the vote should be canceled.
The BJP often makes baseless claims
for political mileage.” Meanwhile,
Santu Mistry claimed that Rocky has
married an Indian woman and is
currently absconding after reports of
the incident emerged. He demanded
an impartial investigation into the
matter and urged authorities to re-
voke the alleged illegal documents
immediately. The incident has
reignited the debate over cross-bor-
der infiltration, identity fraud, and
the integrity of the electoral process
in West Bengal’s border districts.

MI News Service, North 24 Parganas: A
government school in the Kadambagachi
panchayat area witnessed an unexpected
wave of panic and confusion after a video
showing three tigers roaming its premises
went viral on social media. The visuals,
which appeared realistic, led many parents
to stop sending their children to school out
of fear for their safety. The incident took
place at Ula Kalsara Kadaria High
Madrasa, where a video circulated online
showed three tigers prowling across the
school’s verandas. Concerned parents,
upon seeing the clip, contacted the school
authorities and raised alarm over the sup-
posed presence of wild animals. However,
the school later clarified that the video was
created using Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
was entirely fictional. Headmaster Monirul
Mallick confirmed that the video had been
made by Mohammad Yamin Mallick, an as-
sistant geography teacher at the institution.

"The video was not real. It was created
using AI. After receiving concerned calls
from guardians, we investigated and spoke
to the teacher who made it. The video was
then deleted immediately," said the head-
master. In his defense, geography teacher
Mohammad Yamin Mallick stated that the
video was intended as a creative educa-
tional tool. “The purpose was to teach stu-
dents about the digital world and how not
everything they see on social media is real.
We brought in virtual tigers to grab atten-
tion and encourage critical thinking beyond
textbooks,” he said. He added, “I regret
that the experiment caused panic among
students and parents. There are no tigers
or any form of wildlife threat on the school
premises. I apologize for the unintended
consequences.” The incident has raised
discussions on the responsible use of AI in
educational settings, especially in sensitive
environments like schools. 

MLA's verbal attack
at protest raises
eyebrows in
Khanakul 
MI News Service, Hooghly:
Tensions escalated in the
Chingra area of Khanakul
on Wednesday when a local
MLA publicly confronted
the manager of a coopera-
tive society, accusing him of
corruption and financial ir-
regularities. The incident
occurred during a protest
held outside the coopera-
tive office, where a memo-
randum was also submitted
to the authorities demand-
ing accountability.

The legislator, visibly
agitated, lashed out at the
society’s manager, accusing
him of misusing funds
meant for farmers and en-
gaging in questionable ac-
tivities. The MLA’s remarks,
which included statements
such as *“Is it your father's
money?”* in reference to
alleged fund misuse,
quickly went viral and
sparked intense public de-
bate over language used in
political discourse. Eyewit-
nesses reported that the
MLA called for the man-
ager to be restrained, citing
local anger and frustration.
The protestors, comprising
local residents and farm-
ers, echoed concerns about
longstanding grievances
with the cooperative soci-
ety’s functioning. When
questioned about the tone
and language used, the
MLA defended the re-
marks, saying, “This is not
abusive language—it is the
voice of the people. Women
in this area are in tears.
They have repeatedly ap-
proached authorities, sub-
mitted complaints to the
administration, and still
nothing has been done. The
anger is real.”* The inci-
dent has drawn criticism
from various quarters, with
some terming the MLA's
approach as “unbecoming”
and “provocative.” A local
administrative representa-
tive criticized the conduct,
stating, *“Such behavior
does not reflect responsible
leadership. If there are
genuine grievances, they
must be addressed through
proper channels.” How-
ever, many residents stood
by the MLA, claiming that
their concerns have gone
unheard for far too long.
*“People are angry. If lead-
ers don't speak up on be-
half of the people, who
will?”* said a local villager
present at the protest. The
incident has reignited dis-
cussions about public ac-
countability in rural
cooperatives and the ap-
propriateness.
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CM Mamata stresses seamless coordination,
public safety for grand Durga Puja celebrations

Sharad Utsav to begin late Sept; 
CM Mamata names Centenary Puja theme 

Mahua Moitra slams Suvendu and Centre 
over alleged ‘intimidation allegations’

Abhishek to hold high-level virtual
meeting on Aug 8 on voter list vigilance

India, Russia can take their 'dead...

India, Brazil hold key meet to...

Seven who faced trial on charges...

Kamchatka earthquake is among...

Himgiri: A major

boost to Indian

Navy’s indigenous

strength

KMC intensifies monsoon
response in 38 flood-prone zones

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee chaired a coordination meeting with the or-
ganisers of Durga Puja committees at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Thursday.

Under the aegis of the Press Information Bureau (PIB), a workshop titled “Barta – Financial
Inclusion and West Bengal” was held focusing on the theme of financial inclusion in the state.
The workshop was attended by a number of distinguished guests and senior officials. Key
dignitaries present included Balbir Singh, General Manager, P.K. Bhardwaj, Chief General
Manager, Jani Nam Chu, Additional Director General Srijita Saha Sahu, and Assistant Di-
rector of PIB Kolkata, along with other eminent personalities, at the Kolkata Press Club, in
Kolkata on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a detailed administra-
tive briefing ahead of West
Bengal’s most iconic festi-
val, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has called for
seamless coordination be-
tween Kolkata Police and
the State Police, along with
stringent safety and
crowd-control measures,
to ensure smooth execu-
tion of Durga Puja 2024.
Speaking at a high-level
meeting held at Netaji In-
door Stadium, which saw
the participation of top bu-
reaucrats, civic officials,
transport authorities, and
over 45,000 Puja commit-
tees, the Chief Minister laid
out a comprehensive
roadmap to manage the up-
coming festivities with effi-
ciency, discipline, and
dignity.

“All control rooms must
function round the clock.
Public safety is para-
mount,” said Banerjee.
“There must be clear sepa-

ration between entry and
exit routes at all major pan-
dals to prevent bottlenecks.
Every venue should have a
functioning public address
system. Special care must
be taken to ensure foreign
visitors feel secure and re-
spected.”

She instructed that am-
bulances be kept on
standby at key locations,
and emergency services be
activated across the city.
The police were directed to
deploy mobile patrol units,
install high-resolution
CCTV cameras, and ensure
watch towers are manned
24/7. Real-time coordina-
tion between departments
was emphasized as critical
to avoiding stampedes or
mishaps.

To enhance public mo-
bility, the Chief Minister di-
rected the Transport
Department to increase the
fleet of public buses, espe-
cially during peak immer-
sion days. She also urged

the Metro Railway authori-
ties to extend train opera-
tions late into the night and
made a similar appeal for
suburban local train serv-
ices. “People must not suf-
fer while returning home
after celebrations,” she
noted.

Banerjee also warned
against competitive crowd-
pulling themes at pandals,
cautioning organizers not to
endanger lives in pursuit of
spectacle. “Let’s celebrate
responsibly. No one should
lose their life in a crowd
crush,” she said firmly.

Durga Puja, which re-
ceived UNESCO recognition
as an Intangible Cultural
Heritage, has evolved into a
global cultural landmark.
With the Chief Minister’s di-
rective emphasizing safety,
discipline, and coordinated
governance, Bengal ap-
pears poised to host yet an-
other grand and secure
edition of its beloved festi-
val.

MI News Service, Kolkata: This year,
SharadUtsav—West Bengal’s most antici-
pated festival—will begin in the last week
of September. As the state prepares to
welcome Durga Puja, organising commit-
tees are already finalising plans. In this
festive build-up, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee held a coordination meeting on
Thursday evening at Netaji Indoor Sta-
dium, with both major and local puja
committees of Kolkata in attendance.

Just hours before the meeting, one of
North Kolkata’s prominent committees,
TalaPratyay, unveiled its puja theme for
the year. The committee claimed that the
theme name was given by none other
than CM Mamata Banerjee herself. Cele-
brating its centenary year, TalaPratyay
had begun preparations a year in advance
with renowned artist BhavatoshSutar, a
fact they had announced through wide-
spread hoardings across the city.

Prior to revealing the theme, the com-
mittee initiated a strategic teaser cam-
paign titled #SabujRobeBangla, which
flooded the city’s billboards. Given the
colour green’s association with the ruling
Trinamool Congress, many assumed it to
be political messaging tied to the party’s
July 21 Martyrs’ Day rally. However, once
the theme was officially revealed on
Thursday, all speculation was put to rest.

In a digital card shared by the com-
mittee, it was announced that the CM had
named the theme ‘Beej Angan’ (The
Courtyard of Seeds). Committee member
SubhasishSom stated, “Every puja com-
mittee has its own way of promotion. We
chose our strategy and followed through
step by step. We waited to announce the
name given by the Chief Minister only
after we were fully prepared.”

Artist BhavatoshSutar, who is bringing

the theme to life, added, “The theme re-
flects her vision. She has even painted the
eyes of idols at my pujas in previous
years. After 25 years of working in Durga
Puja, being part of the CM-named cente-
nary project is a personal challenge.”

This is not Mamata Banerjee’s first
brush with Puja artistry. She regularly
performs the Chokkudan ritual at Mayor
Firhad Hakim’s puja and in 2010, guided
the theme of Bhawanipur’sBakulbagan-
DurgaUtsav.

Similarly on the other hand, the emo-
tion of Bengali identity is clearly emerging
as a core theme in both politics and Puja
celebrations. In Baguiati, the Ashwinina-
garBondhumahal Club, celebrating its
45th year, has chosen a theme titled
‘Bangla o Bangali’ (Bengal and Bengalis).
Their concept sparked curiosity, but or-
ganisers insist that the idea predates any
political narrative and was finalised as
early as May.

Committee member Swarup Nag clar-
ified, “Our full theme title is ‘Bangla o
Bangali, SamriddhirAdyopanto’ (Bengal
and Bengalis: From Origins to Prosperity).
We aim to explore historical and archae-
ological narratives about our identity. This
is a cultural statement, not a political
one.”

The execution is being led by five tal-
ented artists: Samrat Bhattacharya (con-
cept), PintuSikdar (idol),
PremenduBikashChaki (lighting), Dipmoy
Das (music), and Subimal Das (architec-
ture). Their goal is to highlight the glory
and pride of Bengali heritage.

While the committee has chosen not to
comment yet on how exactly this theme
will be visually represented, they assured
that all will be revealed before Puja be-
gins later this September.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a renewed effort to mo-
bilize grassroots leader-
ship and address pressing
political concerns, Tri-
namool Congress National
General Secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee is set to
hold a high-profile virtual
meeting on Friday, August
8 at 4 PM. The agenda is
expected to cover two key
issues: surveillance on the
voter list and alleged
atrocities against Bengali-
speaking communities by
the BJP. According to a
confidential internal circu-
lar issued by the party on
Wednesday, the meeting
will include a wide cross-
section of the party’s orga-
nizational and elected
leadership. Invited partici-
pants include all Members
of Parliament (MPs), Mem-
bers of the Legislative As-
sembly (MLAs), mayors,
deputy mayors, chairper-

sons, vice-chairpersons,
and all zillaparishad mem-
bers and panchayat samiti
presidents. All Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) councillors are also
expected to be in atten-
dance.

On the organizational
front, apart from the State
TMC President, the meet-
ing will involve heads of all
affiliated units, members
of the State TMC Commit-
tee, district chairpersons
and presidents of the main
(Mother) party units, and
block presidents across
Kolkata.

Significantly, district-
level presidents and chair-
persons of almost all
affiliated wings—excluding
WBCUPA (TMC IT Cell),
and the Primary and Sec-
ondary Teachers’ wings—
have also been asked to
join the session.

Though no formal

agenda has been publicly
disclosed, the context of
the meeting strongly sug-
gests it will revisit and in-
tensify the party’s stance
on the ongoing concerns
around voter roll scrutiny
and growing allegations of
BJP-led targeting of Ben-
galis in certain regions.
Notably, a similar internal
strategy meeting was held
around two months ago
specifically focusing on the
voter list issue.

Abhishek Banerjee’s
repeated efforts to unify
leadership via digital plat-
forms point to an evolving
strategy of swift internal
coordination amid height-
ened political tension, es-
pecially in the run-up to
future electoral battles.
The upcoming meeting is
expected to set the tone for
the party’s next course of
action at both administra-
tive and grassroots levels.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Himgiri, the first of three
advanced stealth-guided
missile frigates built under
Project 17A, has been de-
livered to the Indian Navy
by Garden Reach Ship-
builders & Engineers
(GRSE) Ltd. Measuring 149
metres and displacing
6,670 tonnes, Himgiri is
GRSE’s most advanced and
801st vessel. It features
BrahMos cruise missiles,
Barak 8 air-defence sys-
tems, AESA radar, and
modern combat technolo-
gies, enabling multi-di-
mensional warfare.
Powered by diesel engines
and gas turbines, it sup-
ports helicopter operations
and houses 225 personnel.
With high indigenous con-
tent, Himgiri embodies the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive. Rear Admiral Ravnish
Seth accepted the vessel
on the Navy’s behalf.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a dramatic
turn of events, the political friction be-
tween Trinamool Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party spilled into the
halls of the Indian Parliament on Thurs-
day. Trinamool MP from Krishnanagar,
MahuaMoitra, submitted an adjournment
motion in the Lok Sabha against West
Bengal’s Leader of the Opposition, Suven-
duAdhikari, following an alleged alterca-

tion involving a local Trinamool supporter
in Pursura.

The confrontation, captured on video,
shows Suvendu purportedly issuing
threats to a villager for chanting the slo-
gan "Jai Bangla." Mahua’s formal com-
plaint accused Suvendu not only of
intimidation but also of weaponizing cen-
tral security forces to instill fear among
common citizens.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Waterlogging during moder-
ate to heavy rainfall has long
been a recurring problem in
Kolkata. But this year, the
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion (KMC) has launched a
focused and strategic opera-
tion to address the issue. In
preparation for the mon-
soon, 38 vulnerable zones—
identified as waterlogging
hotspots—have been
brought under continuous

surveillance and dedicated
action plans. These critical
areas include Thanthania,
Mukta Ram Babu Street,
Park Street, Exide Crossing,
Ashutosh Mukherjee Road,
and B.B. Ganguly Street,
among others. In these
zones, the KMC’s Drainage
Department has deployed
additional personnel and
modern equipment to accel-
erate water clearance ef-
forts.

OBC deadlock 
resolved: WBJEE
results to be an-
nounced on Aug 7

MI News Service, Kolkata: After over three
months of uncertainty caused by a legal impasse
surrounding OBC reservation, the results of the
West Bengal Joint Entrance Examination
(WBJEE) 2024 are finally set to be published.
The Joint Entrance Examination Board has of-
ficially announced that the results will be de-
clared on August 7. This declaration was made
by Board Chairperson Prof.Sonali Chakraborty

Banerjee during a press briefing on Thursday.
This year’s entrance test, held on April 27,

was conducted for admissions into engineering
and pharmacy programs across government
and private institutions in the state. However,
despite the exam being held in April, the pro-
longed delay in the announcement of results
had left candidates frustrated, with some opting
to seek admission elsewhere. The situation

changed following a Supreme Court verdict that
cleared the ambiguity surrounding OBC reser-
vations, enabling the board to proceed with final
result processing. Prof. Banerjee clarified that
the Board was fully prepared to release the re-
sults weeks earlier, but was forced to pause due
to the ongoing litigation regarding the classifi-
cation and status of Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). Following the apex court’s directive and

a subsequent instruction from the State Higher
Education Department, the Board resumed its
final result preparations and issued an official
notice on Wednesday. As part of the final proce-
dural step, the Board has opened a window
from July 31 to August 2, during which candi-
dates must log in to the official WBJEE website
and confirm or update their respective category
(General, SC, ST, OBC-A, OBC-B, etc.). 
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served as Russia's presi-
dent and prime minister
and is currently the Deputy
Chairman of its Security
Council, follows a post on
X in which he flagged
Trump's "ultimatum game"
with Russia. "Each new ul-
timatum is a threat and a
step towards war. Not be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,
but with (Trump's) own
country," he said. The re-
mark had followed Trump
expressing disappointment
over Russian President
Vladimir Putin's failure to
end the war in Ukraine.
The US President had said
he was reducing the dead-
line for a peace settlement
from 50 days to 10 or 12.

Trump's outburst comes
against another backdrop.
Shortly after announcing
the tariffs on New Delhi,
the US President said he
had struck a deal with Pak-
istan, to jointly develop its
oil reserves. "We have just
concluded a Deal with the
Country of Pakistan,
whereby Pakistan and the
United States will work to-
gether on developing their
massive Oil Reserves...We
are in the process of choos-
ing the Oil Company that
will lead this Partnership,"
Trump wrote on social
media. This comes at a
time when ties between
New Delhi and Islamabad
are at an all-time low after
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack.  
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international terrorism
and transnational organ-
ised crime and on the ex-
change and mutual
protection of classified in-
formation. They also
signed memorandum of
understanding (MoUs) on
cooperation in renewable
energy, sharing large-scale
solutions for digital trans-
formation and intellectual
property. The joint state-
ment said the new strate-
gic roadmap will build on
economic and technologi-
cal complementarities be-
tween India and Brazil,
and will be based on five
pillars - defence and secu-
rity, food and nutritional
security, energy transition
and climate change, digital
transformation and
emerging technologies,
and industrial partner-
ships in strategic areas.
The new agreement on ex-
change and mutual protec-
tion of classified
information will facilitate
deeper cooperation in
strategic areas, while the
establishment of a cyber-
security dialogue will
deepen cooperation
through exchange of infor-
mation and national per-
spectives on cybersecurity
issues. In the context of
counter-terror coopera-
tion, Modi expressed ap-
preciation to Brazil for its
strong condemnation of

the Pahalgam terror attack
and both leaders con-
demned terrorism, includ-
ing cross-border terrorism
and violent extremism.

While welcoming the
new agreement on cooper-
ation in combating inter-
national terrorism, both
sides stressed the need for
a united international re-
sponse to terrorism. “The
leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to cooperate
in preventing and combat-
ing transnational organ-
ised crime and terrorism,”
the joint statement said.

Modi and Lula called
for concerted actions
against all UN-designated
terrorists and terrorist en-
tities, including those des-
ignated by the Security
Council’s 1267 Sanctions
Committee, such as
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT)
and Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM). “The leaders reaf-
firmed strong commitment
to continue taking active
measures to disrupt the
terror financing channels
including at the UN and
FATF,” the joint statement
said. In the field of agricul-
ture, India and Brazil, as
major food producers, em-
phasised the “importance
of fair and open agricul-
tural trade as a means of
achieving productive, sus-
tainable, and resilient
agrifood systems,” accord-
ing to the joint statement.
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than eight years in jail be-
fore being granted bail by
the Bombay High Court on
April 25, 2017.

In 2019, Thakur won
the Lok Sabha election
from Bhopal on BJP's
ticket and later took oath
as MP. She was, however,
not given a ticket during
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

B) Prasad Shrikant
Purohit: He was serving as
Lieutenant Colonel in the
Indian Army when he was
arrested by the ATS. He
was accused of attending
meetings where the alleged
conspiracy to carry out the
blast was hatched. Purohit
was arrested in November
2008 and was granted bail
by the Supreme Court in
September 2017.  In his
final statement to the
court, Purohit alleged he
was physically tortured by
senior officials of the ATS
during questioning. He
said the prosecution had
concocted a false case

against him.
C) Ramesh Upad-

hyay: A retired army
Major, he was also accused
of having attended a meet-
ing in Bhopal where the
conspiracy was hatched.
The prosecution claimed
Upadhyay had pushed for
the constitution of a "Hindu
Rashtra".

D) Sameer Kulkarni:
He was also accused of at-
tending meetings where
the alleged conspiracy was
hatched and the plan was
discussed. He was arrested
in October 2008 and
granted bail by the Bom-
bay High Court in Septem-
ber 2017. E) Ajay
Rahirkar: He was allegedly
the treasurer of the 'Abhi-
nav Bharat' organisation.
He was accused of collect-
ing funds and disbursing
them to the co-accused to
procure weapons and ex-
plosives for their unlawful
activities, as per the direc-
tions of accused Prasad
Purohit.
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powerful earthquakes and
resulting tsunamis be-
cause it’s located in the so-
called Ring of Fire, a region
of heightened seismic and
volcanic activity. All ten
most powerful earthquakes
recorded in modern history
were located on the Ring of
Fire.      Here’s why the un-
derlying structure of our
planet makes this part of the
world so volatile.   Why does
Kamchatka get such strong
earthquakes?Immediately

offshore the Kamchatka
Peninsula is the Kuril-Kam-
chatka Trench, a tectonic
plate boundary where the
Pacific Plate is being thrust
beneath the Okhotsk Plate.
While tectonic plates move
continuously relative to one
another, the interface be-
tween tectonic plates is
often “stuck”. The strain re-
lated to plate motion builds
up until it exceeds the
strength of the plate inter-
face, at which point it is re-
leased as a sudden rupture
– an earthquake.

To mark 30 years of telecom in India, Ashoke Kumar, Chief
Postmaster General unveils a special cover postal stamp in
presence of other dignitaries.
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Name Change
I, Kajal Dey on behalf of my father 
Lt. Sachin Acher S/o Lt. Charuchan-
dra Achar and my mother Anurupa 
Acher W/o Lt. Sachindra Nath Achar 
R/A 3/21, Vidyasagar Colony, P.S.- 
Netaji Nagar, P.O.-Naktala, Kolkata 
- 700047, in the District South 24 -  
Parganas (WB) have changed my 
father's & mother's name and shall 
henceforth be known as Lt. Sachindra 
Nath Achar & Anurupa Achar as 
declared before the Ld. First Class 
Judicial Magistrate Court at Alipore 
(WB) vide Affidavit No. - 49185 
dated 29.07.2025. Lt. Sachin Acher 
& Anurupa Acher, and Lt. Sachindra 
Nath Achar & Anurupa Achar both 
are the same and identical persons.

Name Change
I, Ranjit Sana & Ranjit Kumar Sana 
(old names) S/O Late Shachinandan 
Sana, residing at Kalyanpur, P.S.- 
Nandakumar, Purba Medinipur, Pin- 
721632, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ranajit Sana (new 
name), as declared Before The Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit 
dated 31/07/2025. Ranajit Sana (new 
name) and Ranjit Sana & Ranjit Ku-
mar Sana (old names) all are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ekta Agarwal (old name) W/O 
Saket Agrawal, residing at 386-A, 
Block-G, P.O. & P.S.- New Alipore, 
Kolkata- 700053, W.B, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ekta Agrawal 
(new name), as declared Before The  
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an  
affidavit dated 30/07/2025 Ekta 
Agrawal (new name) and Ekta Agar-
wal (old name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sahidul Mondal, declare that my 
father said name Rasul Mondal &  
Golam Arsul Mondal(old name),  
residing at Sanikpur, VTC Barddhan 
Beria, P.O.-Bairampur, P.S.-Go-
palnagar, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 
743262, West Bengal, India, have 
changed his name and he shall hence-
forth be known as Golam Rasul Mon-
dal (new name), as declared Before 
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit dated 29/07/2025. Golam 
Rasul Mondal (new name) and Rasul 
Mandal & Golam Arsul Mondal(old 
name) both are same and one identi-
cal person.

Name Change
I, Sahidul Mandal (old name) S/O 
Golam Rasul Mondal, residing at 
Sanikpur, VTC Barddhan Beria, P.O.- 
Bairampur, P.S.- Gopalnagar, Dist.- 
North 24 Pgs, Pin-743262, West 
Bengal, India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Sa-
hidul Mondal (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 29/07/2025. 
Sahidul Mondal (new name) and 
Sahidul Mandal (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shakila Begum (old name) W/O 
Late Afsar Hossain, residing at 21/
BC, Alimuddin Street, Kolkata- 
700016, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Gumnam Shakela 
(new name), as declared Before The 
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an 
affidavit dated 31/07/2025. Gumnam 
Shakela (new name) and Shakila Be-
gum (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jayanta Kumar Ghosh (old 
name) S/O Naresh Chandra Sarkar,  
residing at 392, Noapara By Lane, 
P.O.- Garulia, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, 
Pin- 743133, West Bengal, India, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Jayanta  
Kumar Sarkar (new name), as  
declared Before The Notary  
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit 
dated 31/07/2025. Jayanta Kumar  
Sarkar (new name) and Jayanta  
Kumar Ghosh (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SAJID KHAN (old name) son of 
HASMAT KHAN, residing at 18B, 
LINTON STREET PO-ENTAL-
LY PS-BENIAPUKUR KOLKATA 
700014, W.B, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as MOHAMMED SAJID KHAN 
(new name), as declared before the 
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 30/07/2025. MOHAM-
MED SAJID KHAN (new name) and 
SAJID KHAN (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, GYASUDDIN (old name) S/O  
Sirajuddin, residing at 2/2/55,GIRISH 
GHOSH ROAD, POBELUR MATH, 
Howrah, 711202, West Bengal,  
India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
GAYASUDDIN (new name), as  
declared Before The Notary Public 
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
30/07/2025. GAYASUDDIN (new 
name) and GYASUDDIN (old name) 
both are same and one identical  
person.

Name Change
I, Sabnam Begum  wife of  
Mohammed Parvez, on behalf my 
minor son Mohammad Yousuf (old 
name), residing at 82/B, Topsia Road, 
Ps-Tiljala, Kolkata-700039, West 
Bengal, India, have changed his name 
and he shall henceforth be known as 
Md. Yousuf (new name), as declared 
before the notary public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 31/07/2025. 
Mohammad Yousuf (old name) and 
Md. Yousuf (new name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Zedha Begum (old name) D/O 
Sakawat Hossain, residing at 8/C, 
Kasai Bustee 1st Lane, Narkeldan-
ga, Kolkata- 700011, West Bengal,  
India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Rani 
Begum (new name), as declared  
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 31/07/2025. 
Rani Begum (new name) and Zedha 
Begum (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sambi Begam (old name) W/O 
Sk Yusuf Ali , residing at 4 College 
Road, P.O.-Shibpur,Howrah- 711103, 
West Bengal, India, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Samim Ara Begum (new 
name), as declared Before The Notary  
Public at Kolkata, vide an  
affidavit dated 30/07/2025. Samim Ara  
Begum (new name) and Sambi  
Begam (old name) both are same and  
one  identical person.

Name Change
I, Naimuddin (old name) S/O Abdul 
Hasan, residing at 13C, Bright Street, 
Jhawtala, Circus Avenue, Kolkata- 
700017, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Naimuddin 
(new name), as declared Before The 
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an  
affidavit dated 30/07/2025. Md 
Naimuddin (new name) and  
Naimuddin (old name) both are same 
and one identical

Name Change
I, ANSURA BIBI (old name) wife 
of Mohammad Sirajuddin, residing 
at Nadi Bhag MollaPara 2nd Sarani, 
P.O.Badu, P.S. Madhyamgram, Dist. 
North 24-Parganas, Kolkata - 700128, 
West Bengal, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Mst Anchhura Bibi  (new name), as 
declared Before The Notary Public at 
Barasat, North 24-Parganas., vide an 
affidavit dated 28/07/2025. Mst Anch-
hura Bibi  (new name) and ANSURA 
BIBI (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Joyparkash Bosh(old name) S/O 
Late Kalyan Kumar Bose, residing at 
259, Dumdum Park South Dum Dum 
(M) Bangur Avenue North 24 Parga-
nas PIN-700055, West Bengal, India, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Joyprakash 
Bose (new name), as declared before 
the notary public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit no 67 dated 28/07/2025. 
Joyprakash Bose (new name) and 
Joyparkash Bosh (old name) both are 
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Akram(Old Name), Son Of  
Mohammed Samiullah, Residing At  
7H/17, Kasai Para Lane, Beniapukur, 
Kolkata-700017, West Bengal, Have 
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mohammed 
Akram(New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 31/07/2025.Akram And 
Mohammed Akram Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person

Name Change
I, Sona Nandi (Old Name), Wife Of 
Swapan Nandi, Residing At  5/2,3 No 
Durganagar, Chakdah, Nadia-741222, 
West Bengal, Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Mousumi Nandi (New 
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn  
Before The Notary Public At  
Kolkata On 31/07/2025.Sona Nandi 
And Mousumi Nandi Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Bipun Mondal(Old Name),Son Of 
Narod Chandra Mandal,Residing At  
326,Sahid Nani Saha Sasani, Nim-
ta, North 24 Parganas,700049,West 
Bengal,Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Bipun 
Kumar Mondal(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 31/07/2025.
Bipun Mondal And Bipun Kumar 
Mondal Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Sajjad Hossain Mali(Old Name),Son 
Of Shawkat Ali Mali, Residing At  
Paschim Mali Para, Po-Bartala, 
Ps-Rabindranagar, 700018, West 
Bengal, Have Changed My Name 
And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Sajjad Mali(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 31/07/2025.
Sajjad Hossain Mali And Sajjad Mali 
Both Are The Same And One Identi-
cal Person.

Name Change
I,Sakila Banu (Old Name), Wife 
Of Shawkat Ali Mali, Residing At 
Paschim Malipara, Po-Bartala, Ps- 
Rabindranagar, Kolkata-700018, 
West Bengal, Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Sakila Banu Mali (New 
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
31/07/2025.Sakila Banu And Sakila 
Banu Mali Both Are The Same And 
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Mojamel Ali Mallick (Old 
Name), Son Of Md Taiyeb Ali Mal-
lick, Residing At  Vill-Paschim 
Bainan, Po-Bainan, Ps-Bagnan, 
Howrah-711303, West Bengal, Have 
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Md Mojammil Ali 
Mallick(New Name) Vide An Affida-
vit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 31/07/2025.Md Mo-
jamel Ali Mallick And Md Mojammil 
Ali Mallick Both Are The Same And 
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Morsed Ali (Old Name),Son 
Of Sk Abdur Roshid,Residing At  
Vill-Ghoraberia,Po-Bhatona,Ps-Joy-
pur, Howrah-711303, West Bengal, 
Have Changed My Name And Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Sk Morsed 
Ali(New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 31/07/2025.Sekh Morsed 
And Sk Morsed Ali Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Siraj Uddin (old name) S/O Nad-
er Ali Akhan, residing at Vll.- Chak 
Enayetnagar, P.S.- Bishnupur, Dist.- 
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 743503, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Sirajud-
din Akhan (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 31/07/2025. 
Sirajuddin Akhan (new name) and 
Siraj Uddin (old name) both are same 
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sirajuddin Khan (old name) S/O 
Nader Ali Akhan, residing at Vll.- 
Chak Enayetnagar, P.S.- Bishnupur, 
Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin- 743503, 
West Bengal, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Sirajuddin Akhan (new name), as 
declared Before The Notary Public 
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
31/07/2025. Sirajuddin Akhan (new 
name) and Sirajuddin Khan (old 
name) both are same and one identi-
cal person.

Name Change
I, MAHESH YADAV (old name) S/O 
MANNU YADAV, residing at H. L. 
SARKAR ROAD, GLASS FACTO-
RY, KOLKATA- 700070, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as 
UPENDAR YADAV (new name), as 
declared Before The Notary Public 
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
31/07/2025. UPENDAR YADAV 
(new name) and MAHESH YADAV 
(old name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, MAMTA SINGH (old name) W/O 
UPENDAR YADAV, residing at 2/3 
RAGHAB KOLEY LANE, SALKIA, 
HOWRAH, PIN- 711106, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as MAM-
TA KUMARI SINGH (new name), 
as declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dat-
ed 31/07/2025. MAMTA KUMARI 
SINGH (new name) and MAMTA 
SINGH (old name) both are same and 
one identical person

Name Change
I, JYOTI BHUSAN SHARMA (old 
name) D/O SATYENDRA BHU-
SHAN SHARMA, residing at 31/26, 
BHUJANGA DHAR ROAD, NU-
TAN PARA, BALLY, HOWRAH, 
PIN- 711204, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as JYOTI BHUSHAN 
SHARMA (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit dated 31/07/2025. JYOTI 
BHUSHAN SHARMA (new name) 
and JYOTI BHUSAN SHARMA (old 
name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Bhaja Joseph Sarkar (old name) 
S/O Subodh Sarkar, residing at 6/1, 
Pan Bagan Lane, Entally, Kolkata- 
700014, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Bhoja Sarkar (new 
name), as declared Before The Notary 
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit 
dated 31/07/2025. Bhoja Sarkar (new 
name) and Bhaja Joseph Sarkar (old 
name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I,Jitendra Jaiswal (Old Name), Son 
Of Ram Lagan Shaw, Date Of Birth 
12.08.1970, Residing At  648, Nas-
karhat Madhya Para, Po-Tiljala, 
Ps-Kasba, Kolkata-700039, West  
Bengal, Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Jiten-
dra Kumar Jaiswal (New Name) Vide 
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Nota-
ry Public At Kolkata On 31/07/2025.
Jitendra Jaiswal And Jitendra Kumar 
Jaiswal Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Farooque Khan (old 
name) S/O Mohammad Qashim 
Khan, residing at 54B, Ismail Street, 
P.O. & P.S.- Entally, Kolkata- 700014, 
West Bengal, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Md Farooque Khan (new name), 
as declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated 
31/07/2025. Md Farooque Khan (new 
name) and Mohammad Farooque 
Khan (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shrabanti Kayal (old name) W/O 
Bishnupada Kayal, residing at 309, 
Roynagar, Word No-13, P.O. & P.S.- 
Diamond Harbour, Dist.- Diamond 
Harbour, Pin- 743331 West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Srabanti 
Kayal (new name), as declared Before 
The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an 
affidavit dated 31/07/2025. Sraban-
ti Kayal (new name) and Shrabanti 
Kayal (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I,Ajoy Kumar Laha & Ajoy Laha(Old 
Name),Son Of Late Madhusudan 
Laha, Residing At Vill - Lalbazar,-
Po - Sihar,Ps - Kotulpur,Bankura - 
722161,West Bengal, Have Changed 
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Ajay Laha(New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit No 7483 Sworn 
Before The Ld 1St Class Judicial 
Magistrate At Bishnupur Bankura 
On 24/07/2025.Ajoy Kumar Laha & 
Ajoy Laha And Ajay Laha All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Saket Agarwal (old name) S/O 
Suresh Kumar Agrawal, residing at 
386-A, Block-G, P.O. & P.S.- New 
Alipore, Kolkata- 700053, W.B,  
India, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Saket 
Agrawal (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, 
vide an affidavit dated 30/07/2025. 
Saket Agrawal (new name) and Saket 
Agarwal (old name) both are same 
and one identical person..

AFFIDAVIT
I, Amina Khan, W/o. Saugata Das, 
R/o. 64, Haran Chandra Laha Lane, 
Suksanatantala, P.O. & P.S. Chan-
dannagar, Dist. Hooghly, Pin-712136, 
W.B., do hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from Amina Khan 
to Munmun Das and henceforth I 
shall be known as Munmun Das in 
all purpose vide Affidavit No. 5243, 
dt. 08/09/2023 sworn before the First 
Class Judicial Magistrate at Chandan-
nagore Court on 08/09/2023. Amina 
Khan D/o. Asraf Khan & Munmun 
Das W/o. Saugata Das are same and 
identical person everywhere.

Name Change
I, Tuhina , spouse of No. 14476513M 
Rank Ex NK Name Subrata Roy  
resident of Vill.-Monteswar, P.O.- 
Monteswar, Dist.-Purba Bardhaman 
(WB), Pin- 713145 have change my 
Name & Date of birth from Tuhina, 
31 yrs  to Tuhina Roy, 01.01.1968 
vide Affidavit dated 17/07/2025  
before the LD Executive Magistrate at 
Kalna Court, Purba Bardhaman.

Name Change
I,MALA MONDAL SARKAR 
w/o Shipon Mondal residing at  
Simhat, word no-8, P.o- Simhat, P.s- 
Haringhata, Dist.-Nadia, Pin-741249, 
hereby declare that my actual name 
is MALA MONDAL SARKAR 
which is recorded in my  voter card,  
aadhar card and pan card.but the 
birth certificate of my daughter  
ANKITA MONDAL, my name 
is wrongly recorded as MALA  
MONDAL. As on 29/07/2025  
before the court of Ld .A.C.J.M-II(1st 
class) Kalyani,Nadia, I have changed 
my name from MALA MONDAL 
to MALA MONDAL SARKAR. 
That MALA MONDAL SARKAR 
and MALA MONDAL is the same 
and one identical lady.

Name Change
I, Dwijen Chandra Sarkar S/o, Late 
Monmohan Sarkar R/o, Vill-Bihariya, 
P.O-Subarnapur, P.S-Haringhata, Dist 
-Nadia-741249 do hereby solemnly  
affirm and declare that my  
actual name is Dwijen Chandra  
Sarkar (which is recorded in my  
Voter ID & Aadhaar card) & my 
actual date of birth is 01.01.1955 
(which is recorded in my Voter ID 
& Passport) but in my passport my 
name has been wrongly recorded as 
Dwijen Sarkar & in my Aadhaar card 
my date of birth has been wrongly 
recorded as 28.02.1955 instead of my 
actual date of birth 01 01.1955. That 
Dwijen Chandra Sarkar and Dwijen 
Sarkar is the same and one identi-
cal person vide Affidavit no. 11 & 
12 dated 09.06.2025 in the court of 
LD A.C.J.M II 1st class at Kalyani,  
Nadia.

Name Change
I, Shyamal Kansabanik, son of 
Late Kunjeswar Kansabanik (64),  
residing at B-4/345, Kalyani, P.O. & P.S.-  
Kalyani, Dist : Nadia, W.B, PIN-
741235, do hereby declare that my 
correct name is Shyamal Kansaban-
ik, as recorded in my Aadhaar Card 
(No. 8949 4703 6477) and PAN Card 
(No. AREPK3405C).By mistake  my 
name has been wrongly recorded as 
Sagar Banik in my Voter Identity Card 
(No. UHG1703867). By affidavit at 
Kalyani ACJM II, 1st class court on 
28.07.2025, I affirm that Shyamal  
Kansabanik and Sagar Banik are the 
same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   In view of developmental 
works in Bilaspur Division, the following trains will be reg-
ulated as under:

MI News Service, Kolkata:   In view of developmental 
works in Sambalpur Division, the following trains will be reg-
ulated as under:

MI News Service, Kolkata:   In view of developmental works in 
Chakradharpur Division, the following trains will be regulated as un-
der:
Cancellation of Trains
1) 68043/68044 Tatanagar-Rourkela-Tatanagar MEMU will remain 
cancelled on 30.08.25, 06.09.25, 13.09.25, 20.09.25, 27.09.25 & 
04.10.25.
2) 68025/68026 Chakradharpur-Rourkela-Chakradharpur MEMU will 
remain cancelled on 30.08.25, 06.09.25, 13.09.25, 20.09.25, 27.09.25 
& 04.10.25.
Diversion of Train
1) 18478 Yog Nagari Rishikesh-Puri Express, journey commencing on 
29.08.25, 05.09.25, 12.09.25, 19.09.25, 26.09.25 & 03.10.25.will run 
on diverted route via Ib-Jharsuguda Road-Sambalpur City-Cuttack. 
Short Termination of Trains
1) 12872/22862 Titlagarh-Howrah/Kantabanji-Howrah Ispat Express 
journey commencing on 06.09.25, 13.09.25, 20.09.25, 27.09.25 & 
04.10.25 will be short terminated at Rourkela. 
2) 22861/12871 Howrah-Kantababji/Howrah-Titlagarh Ispat Express 
journey commencing on 06.09.25, 13.09.25, 20.09.25, 27.09.25 & 
04.10.25 will be short terminated at Tatanagar. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Eastern Railway’s Sealdah 
Division has decided to keep 
open the PRS counters in 57 
locations in the morning shifts 
on Sundays i.e. 3.8.2025, 
10.8.2025, 17.8.2025, 

24.8.2025, 31.8.2025 and 
15.8.2025 (National Holi-
day) as the passengers can  
book tickets on ARP (Ad-
vanced Reservation Period) 
dates falling on above Sundays 
& Holidays.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   Due 
to pre non-interlocking/ non-in-
terlocking work on 02.08.2025 
& 03.08.2025 at Andal Junction 
Cabin for replacement of Panel 
Interlocking by Electronic Inter-
locking in connection with yard 
altercation, following arrange-
ments in train running have been 
made:
Cancellation of trains :
63531 Andal–Sainthia MEMU 
(on 03.08.2025),

63537 Andal–Sainthia MEMU 
(on 03.08.2025),
63534 Sainthia– Andal MEMU 
(on 03.08.2025),
63532 Sainthia–Andal MEMU 
(on 04.08.2025).
Moreover, 63545 / 63546  
Andal – Jasidih – Andal  
MEMU (on 03.08.2025) will  
be diverted via Andal –  
Asansol – Sitarampur instead  
 of Andal – Barabani – Sitaram-
pur.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
There will be a complete Traf-
fic Block from Howrah Maidan 
to Esplanade stretch of Green 
Line-2 on 03.08.25 (Sunday) to 
facilitate the Automatic Train 
Operation (ATO) testing in the 
entire section of Green Line. 
As a consequence, no service 
will be available on that day in 
Green Line-2.

Normal services will be avail-
able between Dakshineswar 
and Sahid Khudiram stations of 
Blue Line on that day.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
The grand "9th International 
Karate Championship – In-
dian Challengers’ Cup," was 
recently organized in Kolk-
ata. It was organized by the 
All India Seishinkai Shitoryu 
Karate Do Federation. The 
mega tournament witnessed 
the participation of around 
6000 players from Malaysia, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and In-
dia. Participants ranged from 
as young as 5 years old to 
seasoned veterans, compet-
ing across 116 categories in 
Sub-Junior, Cadet, Junior, 
Senior, and Masters divisions.

Hanshi Premjit Sen, the 
Chief Organizer and Presi-
dent of the Karate Do Associ-
ation of Bengal (KAB), played 
a pivotal role in the event's 
success. 

The winners were award-
ed a total prize sum of Rs. 3 
Lakhs. The event was broad-
casted live on various social 
media platforms, allowing 
a wider audience to witness 
the talent and sportsmanship 
on display.

“Due to financial con-
straints, players cannot visit 
foreign countries or interact 
with foreign players to en-
hance skills. I organize this 
Tournament every year only 
to give our players an expo-
sure to see the foreign play-
ers and learn from them, 
without spending money.”, 
said Hanshi Premjit Sen.

The mega championship 
was graced by numerous 
dignitaries, including  Arup 
Roy,  Minister-in-Charge, 
Food Processing Industries, 
Yoshihisa Ishikawa, Consul 
General of Japan, Kolkata, 
Krishna Chakraborty, Mayor, 
Bidhannagar Municipal Cor-
poration, Swapan Banerjee, 
Eminent Social Worker & 
Chairman, AITC Sports Wing, 
Prof. Manoshi Roychowd-
hury, Co-Chairperson, Tech-
no India Group, Kamalesh 
Chatterjee, Vice President, 
Bengal Olympic Association.

MI News Service, New Del-
hi:   Uber will invest $300 mil-
lion in electric vehicle maker 
Lucid in a robotaxi deal that 
aims to start with one major 
U.S. city late next year, the 
companies said.

Over six years starting 
in 2026, Uber will acquire 
and deploy over 20,000 Lu-
cid Gravity SUVs that will be 
equipped with autonomous 
vehicle (AV) technology from 
startup Nuro, the three com-
panies said in a statement.

The agreement illustrates 
the renewed plans and push 
for financing for self-driving 
cabs years after a first wave 
of autonomous driving invest-
ment produced only a limited 
number of vehicles. Tesla has 
recently launched a robotaxi 
trial in Austin and Alphabet's 
driverless taxi unit Waymo is 
speeding up its expansion.

As part of their announced 
deal, Uber will invest hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in Lucid and Nuro, which 
supplies self-driving technol-
ogy to automakers, the joint 
statement said. Of that, $300 
million will go to Lucid, the EV 
maker said in a separate filing 
to the U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission .

Uber's latest move under-
scores its renewed push into 
the robotaxi space after exit-
ing in 2020. Since then, Uber 
has pivoted to partnerships 
with several technology devel-
opers, including Waymo and 
Aurora.

The deal with Lucid follows 
Uber's robotaxi agreement in 
April with Volkswagen that 
will supply its ID.Buzz vans for 
commercial service planned 
for Los Angeles next year.

But commercializing AV 
tech has been much harder 
than anticipated with high 
costs, tight regulations and 
federal investigations forcing 
many, including General Mo-
tors' Cruise, to shut down.

Some still in the race in-
clude Amazon.com's Zoox, 
which is testing a robotaxi 
without manual controls and 
plans to launch commercial 
services in Las Vegas this year.

After years of missed prom-
ises, Tesla started a restricted 
trial with about a dozen of its 
Model Y SUVs in Austin, Tex-
as, last month. CEO Elon Musk 
has said it will expand the ser-
vice rapidly to other U.S. cities 
this year.

Waymo has been growing 
cautiously for years and op-
erates in several U.S. cities 
with about 1,500 vehicles. 
It crossed 100 million miles 
of autonomous driving this 
month.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
The All India Mobile Retail-
ers Association (AIMRA) an-
nounced the culmination of its 
"3 Decades of Mobile Industry 
Celebration," marking 30 years 
since the historic first mobile 
call in India. 

On 31st July 1995, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu 
made the first-ever mobile call 
to the then Telecom Minister 
Sukh Ram using a Nokia hand-
set on Modi Telstra’s network - 
a defining moment that not only 
revolutionized communication 
in India but also laid the cor-
nerstone for the country’s on-
going digital evolution. As part 
of this special occasion, a Com-
memorative Postal Stamp was 
unveiled, celebrating the trans-
formative journey of mobile 
connectivity and its significant 
impact on the nation’s progress.

The transformative milestone 
- 30 years of mobile telephony in 
India was commemorated with 
the unveiling of a Special Postal 
Stamp at The Almond, Kolkata 
was attended by Ashok Kumar, 
Chief Post Master General, West 
Bengal Circle; Kailash Lakhyani, 
National Founder Chairman, 
AIMRA; Navneet Pathak, Na-
tional Joint Secretary, AIMRA; 
Mohan Bajoria, State President, 
AIMRA Bengal; Mridul Biswas, 
State General Secretary, AIMRA 
Bengal & many other eminent 
personalities.

True to the spirit of “local for 
vocal” the day highlighted Ben-
gal’s motto “Bengal means Busi-
ness,” underscoring the region’s 
leadership and entrepreneurial 
energy within India’s mobile 
revolution. 

Over 200 plus AIMRA leaders 
from across the country assem-
bled in Kolkata to honor the in-
dustry’s incredible journey and 
salute the pivotal role played by 
mobile retailers heralded as the 
“end mile” who have bridged 
innovation and the consumer 
for three decades.

Speaking to the media, 
Kailash Lakhyani, National 
Founder Chairman, AIMRA, 
said, “The celebration of 30 
years of mobile telephony in In-
dia is not just a tribute to tech-
nological progress, it is a rec-
ognition of the enduring spirit, 
resilience, and contribution of 
lakhs of mobile retailers across 
the country. ”

Regulation of trains due to developmental 
works  in Bilaspur division

Regulation of trains due to developmental 
works  in Sambalpur division

Regulation of trains due to developmental 
works  in Chakradharpur division

PRS counters at 57 locations to be opened in morning 
shift on Sundays/holiday between Aug 3-31 2025

Regulation of trains in Asansol division

Complete traffic block in 
green line-2 on Sunday

Kolkata hosts 9th 
International Karate 

championship

Uber to invest $300 
million in EV 

AIMRA hosts 30-Yr celeb 
of India’s Mobile 
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MI News Service, Kolkata 
:  The 134 Th Indian Oil Du-
rand Cup, the world’s second 
oldest tournament remains 
same glamorous as it were 
nearly one and half centu-
ries ago. Plenty of teams are 
participating in this age-old 
tournament be it I-League 
or ISL teams. Starting from 
Namdhari to South United, 
or TRAU FC to Neroca or Dia-
mond Harbour FC , the tour-
nament has surfaced plenty 
of new talents from all the 
participating teams including 
Kolkata giants like Mohun 
Bagan, East Bengal and Mo-

hamadan Sporting. 
The organizers are happy 

with this phenomenon in-
cluding the public response 
to this heritage tournament. 
With supporters thronging in 
to the stadiums in almost all 
matches and also watching 
the same in TV, Durand Cup 
has been a great success. 

In recent scoreline, Nam-
dhari beats South United 
FC 2 – 0 and TRAU FC and 
Neroca match ended in a 1 
– 1 draw. In another match 
Mohun Bagan defeats Mo-
hamedan Sporting 3 – 1 in 
Mini Kolkata Derby.

MI News Service, Kolkata 
:  Former MP and Chairman 
of Bihar Minority Commis-
sion, Maulana Ghulam Ra-
sool Balyawi, visited Premier 
Knowledge City in Sonarpur. 
Premier Knowledge City is 
emerging as a major edu-
cational hub in Sonarpur, 
South 24 Parganas, Kolkata. 
Former MP and Chairman of 
Bihar Minority Commission, 
Maulana Ghulam Rasool 
Balyawi, visited Sonarpur to 
see this future educational 
hub.

During this visit, Haji 
Mohammad Jamaluddin, 
Founder and Director of Pre-
mier Knowledge City, and his 
son Farhan Reza welcomed 
him. During this visit, Mau-
lana Balyawi was taken on 
a tour of Premier Knowledge 
City, informed about the con-
struction work of Knowledge 
City, and also shown Premier 
Global School, which has 
been running successfully for 
the past two years.

During this visit, Maulana 
Ghulam Rasool Balyawi ex-
pressed his happiness after 
visiting the school and said 
that this school is located 
just 32 kilometers from Kol-

kata city, just an hour's drive 
away, and Alhamdulillah, this 
school will be a great asset for 
Muslim students from Ben-
gal, Bihar, and Jharkhand 
in the coming days. I con-
gratulate Haji Mohammad 
Jamaluddin, the founder of 
Premier Knowledge City, and 
pray to Allah that Allah grant 
progress to his mission day 
and night, and I hope that the 
reaction to this action will be 
felt in the coming years. My 
good wishes are with Jama-
luddin Sahib, and the com-
munity should encourage 
such people's courage and 
enthusiasm.

Haji Mohammad Jama-
luddin, the founder of Pre-
mier Knowledge City, said 
that Insha Allah, from the 
year 2029, students from this 
school will become guiding 
lights for the society. He said 
that this school will not only 
provide basic education but 
also equip them with skills 
and link them to employ-
ment. He also informed that 
the construction work of the 
residential building will be 
completed soon, after which 
we will be able to accommo-
date the school children here.

MI News Service, Kolkata 
:  JSW Infrastructure, the 
port and logistics arm of the 

JSW group, said it received 
a letter of award (LoA) from 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee 

Port (SMPK) to modernise 
and operate two berths 
at the Netaji Subhas Dock 
(NSD) at Kolkata.

The project involves the 
reconstruction of berth 8 
and the modernisation of 
berths 7 and 8. The proj-
ect, awarded on a design, 
build, finance, operate, and 
transfer basis under the 
PPP model, is aimed at en-
hancing the container han-
dling capacity of the port.

The project involves an 
estimated capex of  ₹740 
crore and a construction 
period of two years. JSW 
Infra will also be able to 
commence operations 
during the construction 
phase. During the 30-year 
concession period, JSW 
Infra has agreed to pay 
₹4,678 per container as 
royalty to SMPK to operate 
the berths beating Adani in 
the competitive tender. This 
move brings JSW Infra’s 
total container handling 
capacity close to 1 million 
TEUs.

MI News Service, New Del-
hi:  The funerary gems found 
among Lord Buddha's remains, 
dating back to the fifth century 
BC, have been brought back to 
India from China, where it was 
to be auctioned in May.

Godrej Industries funded the 
retrieval with an undisclosed 
sum, breaking new ground in 
public-private partnership in 
the restoration of artefacts. 
Union culture minister Gajen-
dra Shekhawat announced the 
retrieval in a media conference 
with Pirojsha Godrej, executive 
vice-chairman of Godrej Indus-
tries, at the National Museum. 
Buddhist monks and nuns from 
several countries chanted be-
fore the relics — currently on 
restricted private display at the 
museum.

Shekhawat had discussed 
the retrieval with British 
counterpart Lisa Nandy in 
May, without success. Al-
though it was the British co-
lonial government that had 
allowed the relics to leave 
India, they claimed they had 
little power over the Peppé 
family, which had the relics 
in the US, before the auction. 
The culture ministry said: 
"The Piprahwa Relics, com-
prising bone fragments of the 
historical Buddha, along with 
soapstone and crystal caskets, 
a sandstone coffer, and offer-
ings such as gold ornaments 
and gemstones, were excavat-
ed in 1898 by William Claxton 
Peppé.

MI News Service, Cuttack:  
People residing in north-
ern Odisha and the coast-
al belt are currently living 
in fear as floodwater from 
Subarnarekha, Brahmani, 
Baitarani and their subsid-
iary Jalka has entered their 
villages.
The threat of crocodile at-
tacks and snakebites has 
increased, particularly in 
Jajpur, Bhadrak and Ken-
drapara. Generally, water 
enters villages during floods 
and inundates vast swathes 
of farmland, but when the 
water recedes, the reptiles 
remain on land and do not 
return, posing a threat to 
human lives. Because of the 

swelling in Brahmani, 10 
panchayats have been cut off 
in Kendrapara.

The water level of the Ma-
hanadi and its tributaries 
has started rising following 
the opening of around 20 
gates of the Hirakud res-
ervoir. While the coastal 
belt faces danger from both 
snakes and crocodiles, areas 
in northern Odisha, particu-
larly Balasore and western 
Odisha, are witnessing a 
surge in snakebite incidents.

Samir Mistri, a resident 
of Kendrapara district said: 
“Just last week, a crocodile 
entered a pond after stray-
ing from the Bhitarkanika 
sanctuary. Every year during 

the monsoon, the crocodiles 
venture into human habi-
tats, posing a major threat. 
Every year, there are reports 
of human casualties.”

According to an Odis-
ha government report, 27 
deaths by crocodiles were 
reported in the past three 
years in and around the Bhi-
trakanika sanctuary, which 
is home to 1,826 saltwater 
crocodiles, including 10 al-
bino individuals. Preventive 
measures have been taken, 
including the installation 
of protective barricades at 
120 river ghats in Aul, Ma-
hakalapada, Rajkanika and 
Pattamundia in Kendrapara 
district.

MI News Service, New Del-
hi:  Aviation watchdog Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) has issued four new 
show-cause notices to Air In-
dia for various violations.
Junior civil aviation minister 
Murlidhar Mohol had informed 
Parliament about show-cause 
notices issued to the airline.

“During the last six months, 
a total of nine show-cause no-
tices have been issued to Air 
India in connection with five 
identified safety violations. En-
forcement action has been 
completed in respect of one 
violation,” Mohol stated 
in a written reply to a set 
of questions raised by the 
CPM’s Rajya Sabha MP John 
Brittas.

The airline has been un-
der the microscope since its 
flight AI171 from Ahmed-
abad to London’s Gatwick 
crashed seconds after take-
off, killing 260 people. It 
was the first fatal accident 
involving a Boeing 787-8 air-
craft, and one of the deadli-
est in India in decades.

A string of mishaps has 
plagued the airline since 
then.

On Wednesday evening, a 
Mumbai-bound Air India Ex-
press plane, with around 160 
passengers onboard, aborted 
takeoff due to a technical snag 
at the Delhi airport

On Tuesday, an Air India 
plane's auxiliary power unit 
caught fire after landing at 
Delhi airport but all pas-
sengers and crew members 
were safe, the airline said.

"Flight AI 315, operating 
from Hong Kong to Delhi on 
22 July 2025, experienced 

an auxiliary power unit (APU) 
fire shortly after it had landed 
and parked at the gate. The in-
cident occurred while passen-
gers had begun disembarking, 
and the APU was automatical-
ly shut down as per system de-
sign," an Air India spokesper-
son said in a statement.

MI News Service, Cuttack/
New Delhi:  Chinese e-com-
merce platform AliExpress 
has come under fire for sell-
ing doormats featuring the 
image of Lord Jagannath, a 
deeply revered Hindu deity, 
particularly worshipped in 
Odisha. 
The product has provoked 
widespread anger and con-
demnation across social me-
dia and political circles.

Photos of the doormat, 
titled “Lord Jagannath 
Mandala Art Mat Doorway 
Non-Slip Soft Water Uptake 
Carpet Krishna Jaganath 
Hindu Go,” surfaced online 
showing the deity’s sacred 
image printed on the mat 
along with visuals of some-
one standing on it. 

Priced at approximately 
Rs 787, the item has been 
called deeply hurtful and 
insulting by many devotees 
and public figures.

Mahaprabhu Jagannath 
holds profound spiritual 
value for Odias and is wor-
shipped by millions of Hindus 
worldwide. The presence of 
his image on a doormat has 
been seen as a direct attack 
on religious sentiments.

Odisha’s deputy chief min-
ister Pravati Parida criti-
cised the act as “offensive” 
and demanded a public apol-
ogy from AliExpress. 

Taking to X, Parida wrote, 

“Mahaprabhu Jagannath is 
deeply connected to the soul 
and emotions of every Odia. 
I strongly condemn Chinese 
e-commerce platform @Ali-
Express_EN for selling door-
mats featuring Mahaprabhu 
Jagannath’s image. @Ali-
Express_EN must remove 
the listing immediately and 
apologise to devotees for this 
offensive act.”

Odisha Congress MLA So-
fia Firdous also expressed 
outrage, calling the incident 
a “grave insult” and a “se-
rious attack on cultural and 
religious sentiments.” 

In her X post, she said, 
“Strongly condemn the blas-
phemous act of selling door-
mats with the sacred image 
of Lord Jagannath on @Ali-
Express_EN. Immediate ac-
tion must be taken to remove 
the listing and issue a public 
apology.”

In response to her post, 
AliExpress stated, “We ap-
preciate your report. The 
item has been reviewed and 
removed. Community input 
helps us improve our plat-
form and strengthen our 
content checks. Thank you 
for helping us create a safe 
and friendly online shopping 
experience.”

However, many on the 
internet remained uncon-
vinced. One user comment-
ed, “It’s disgusting.” Another 

wrote, “Why is it there in the 
first place?”

A third user added, “It’s 
really unacceptable. Lot of 
disrespect has been shown 
towards Lord Jagannath. A 
case should be filed for this 
action.”

Senior BJP leader Bai-
jayant Jay Panda also 
slammed the platform. “As 
an Odia and one among 
millions of devotees, this is 
unacceptable. I see a deeper 
conspiracy by this Chinese 
eCommerce site, already 
banned in India. It’s just 
the latest in a long line of 
foreign entities who have 
kept trying over centuries 
to belittle Sanatan Dharma 
and demean its followers. If 
the seller does not walk this 
back, several steps must be 
taken to make it regret its 
stand.”

Eminent sand artist and 
Padma Shri awardee Su-
darshan Pattnaik joined the 
voices of protest, urging 
devotees across the globe to 
speak out.

“Jai Jagannath. We appeal 
to all devotees worldwide to 
raise their voice against this 
unacceptable act. The sa-
cred image of Mahaprabhu 
Jagannath on a doormat sold 
by @AliExpress_EN is deeply 
offensive. Remove it, apolo-
gise, and ensure this never 
happens again,” he posted.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  A day after Union home 
minister Amit Shah told the Ra-
jya Sabha that “no Hindu can 
ever be a terrorist,” a special 
NIA court in Mumbai acquitted 
all seven accused in the 2008 
Malegaon blast case, including 
BJP MP Pragya Singh Thakur.

The ruling has set off a fierce 
political reaction, with BJP lead-
ers calling it vindication, and 
Opposition voices alleging fail-
ure of justice and accountability.

Speaking to the reporters, As-
sam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said, "Union home minister also 
told in the House yesterday that 
Hindus by philosophy, cannot be 
terrorists. But during the Con-
gress rule, a terminology was 
coined to appease a particular 
community- 'Hindu terror'. Hin-
dus and terror are two opposite 
concepts. For me, it is a matter 
of immense satisfaction that 
whatever the Union HM told in 
the Parliament, today a Mumbai 
Court also demolished the con-
cept of Hindu terror and whoev-
er was accused in the name of 
'Hindu terror'."

BJP MP Ravi Kishan said, 
“We don't know whether to be 
happy or sad. My sister Sadhvi 
Pragya's entire body is para-
lysed. What must the accused 
and their families have gone 
through who faced the false al-
legations. Who will return those 
17 years?"

"The Congress that coined the 
term Bhagwa Terrorism must 
answer. They are all account-
able. The home minister said it 
yesterday, and it is proven today 
that a Hindu cannot be a terror-
ist. We will demand an answer 
in the Parliament on the term 
'Bhagwa Terrorism',” he added.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey 
echoed the sentiment, saying, 
“What did the Union home min-
ister say in the Rajya Sabha yes-
terday? A Hindu cannot be a ter-
rorist. All the terrorists in this 
country have only one religion. 

It has been proven. Congress did 
the dirty work of spreading the 
term 'Saffron Terrorism'. Con-
gress will have to face the con-
sequences. Instead of catching 
Pakistani terrorists, why were 
the people of India accused?”

Union minister Ramdas Atha-
wale said the court’s decision 
came down to lack of evidence: 
“The hearing went on for many 
years in the NIA court. The 
court had to acquit all the ac-
cused because there was no ev-
idence against them. There was 
no evidence against them, so the 
court had to acquit them. Ter-
rorists are only terrorists; they 
have no religion.”

BJP leader Ravishankar 
Prasad said, "Congress's con-
spiracy of Hindu terror has 
been destroyed. Colonel Purohit, 
who fought against terrorism in 
Kashmir, was accused. Pragya 
Thakur was accused of using 
her motorcycle in the blast. She 
was tortured so much that she 
could not walk after that. This 
was a Congress conspiracy for 
sheer vote bank politics."

Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde 
said, “In 2008, Congress falsely 
accused Pragya Thakur and oth-
ers in this case. They spread the 
new narrative of 'saffron terror-
ism' for their vote bank politics. 
Today, after 17 years, the NIA 
court has acquitted all the ac-
cused of their charges. I think, 
the Congress should apologise 
to all those who were tortured 
in this case.”

BJP IT cell head Amit Malviya 
said, “The sinister conspiracy by 
the Congress to manufacture the 
bogey of ‘Saffron Terror’ has not 
just collapsed — it has been bur-
ied for good. Those like Sonia 
Gandhi, P. Chidambaram, and 
Sushilkumar Shinde, who led 
this malicious campaign, owe an 
unconditional apology to Hindus 
for maligning Sanatan Dharma. 
Sanatan is sacred. Hindus can 
never be terrorists.”

On the other side, AIMIM 

chief Asaduddin Owaisi ques-
tioned the outcome and process 
of justice. "Six namazis were 
killed in the blast and nearly 
100 were injured. They were 
targeted for their religion. A de-
liberately shoddy investigation/
prosecution is responsible for 
the acquittal. Will the Modi & 
Fadnavis governments appeal 
the judgement the way they 
swiftly demanded stay in the 
Mumbai train blasts acquittals? 
Will Maharashtra’s “secular” 
political parties demand ac-
countability?"

"Remember, in 2017, NIA had 
tried to get Sadhvi Pragya ac-
quitted. The same person would 
go on to be a BJP MP in 2019. 
Karkare had uncovered the con-
spiracy in Malegaon & was un-
fortunately killed by Pakistani 
terrorists in the 26/11 attacks. 
The BJP MP went on record say-
ing that she had cursed him and 
his death was a consequence of 
his curse," he added.

"This is the “tough on terror” 
Modi government. The world 
will remember that it made a 
terror accused a Member of Par-
liament,” he said.

Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh 
Yadav said, “I have not read the 
report (Special NIA court verdict 
in Malegaon bomb blast case) 
yet. The culprits should get the 
punishment. I hope this isn't an 
effort to suppress the news by 
bringing up another news. (US 

imposing) tariff is a big issue.”
Congress leader Kamal Nath 

responded to the verdict saying, 
“Whoever is affected will ap-
peal it. BJP may say whatever 
it wants, but it is a court's deci-
sion, and it is appealable. They 
will definitely re-appeal.”

NCP (SP) leader Majeed 
Memon said: “After today’s ver-
dict, the question arises - has 
justice been served in the 2008 
terror incident? The victims, 
through this judgment, have 
been told that those brought be-
fore the court were not guilty. But 
someone did commit the crime, 
and that person is still roaming 
free even after 17 years.”

Congress MP Vivek Tankha 
said, "It is shocking. This should 
have never happened because if 
the blast happened, then some-
one must have done something. 
There must have been an inves-
tigation and there should have 
been proof. Now, the court is 
saying that the accused have 
been acquitted for lack of proof. 
Whose fault is that?"

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Arvind 
Sawant said, "Recently, all the 
accused in the Mumbai seri-
al blast were acquitted. What 
kind of investigation was it? The 
police are not able to provide 
proof. I am concerned about the 
investigation. If not them, then 
someone else did it. But who did 
it? It is a failure of the police de-
partment.”

MI News Service, New  
Delhi /Washington: On the 
same day that Washington 
imposed a sharp 25% tariff 
on Indian exports, the US 
and India quietly achieved 
a milestone in space collab-
oration with the successful 
launch of the NISAR satel-
lite.

The feat marked India’s 
first joint Earth observation 
mission with NASA. The iro-
ny couldn’t be starker. Even 
as the two nations clashed 
on trade, they united 745 km 
above the earth’s surface.

The NASA-ISRO Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (NISAR) was 
lofted into a sun-synchro-
nous polar orbit at the end 
of a 27.30-hour countdown 
by ISRO’s GSLV F-16 rocket, 
which soared into the skies 
from the second launch pad 
of the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre after a 27-hour 

countdown.
The three-stage, 51.7 me-

tre tall rocket carried the 
2,393-kg payload, injecting 
it into orbit after a 19-min-
ute flight — marking the 
first time an Indian GSLV has 
placed an Earth observation 
satellite in a sun-synchro-
nous orbit.

This isn’t just another 
Earth imaging mission. NI-
SAR represents the most 
advanced radar system ever 
deployed by NASA or ISRO, 
and is the first to use dual 
radar frequencies—L-band 
from NASA and S-band from 
ISRO—on a single platform. 
Its mission: to track every 
shift, sag, swell and slip on 
Earth’s surface with a preci-
sion of under one centimetre.

Launched nearly a decade 
after the two agencies inked 
the agreement in Septem-
ber 2014, NISAR is designed 

to provide continuous, 
high-resolution imaging of 
land, ice and ocean dynam-
ics. It will monitor seismic 
zones, landslide-prone ar-
eas, crop patterns, wetlands, 
biomass changes, and ice 
sheet shifts—critical inputs 
in the era of climate crises 
and disaster vulnerability.

The contrast couldn’t be 
more pronounced. Even as 
President Donald Trump es-
calated a trade spat by an-
nouncing steep tariffs on In-
dian goods, ISRO and NASA 
teams worked in lockstep 
to operationalise one of the 
most ambitious Earth sci-
ence collaborations in recent 
memory.

ISRO provided the space-
craft bus, S-band radar, 
data handling and downlink 
system, while also taking 
charge of the GSLV launch.

NASA, on the other hand, 

contributed the L-band 
SAR, a solid state recorder, 
GPS receivers and the giant 
9-metre boom hosting the 
radar reflector.

Post launch, NASA will 
provide the radar operations 
and orbit manoeuvre plan, 
while ISRO will command 
and operate the satellite.

Over the next 90 days, 
teams will focus on commis-
sioning the observatory, post 
which the mission will move 
into full science operations.

NISAR’s dual-band radar 
will provide a 3D view of 
the Earth’s surface — map-
ping how fast glaciers are 
melting, monitoring defor-
estation deep inside forests, 
assessing flood risks, or 
detecting land subsidence 
linked to aquifer depletion. 
It can peer through cloud 
cover and light rain, captur-
ing data day and night.

What sets NISAR apart is 
the scope of its coverage and 
the volume of data. It will 
generate more Earth science 
data daily than any previous 
NASA or ISRO satellite. Its 
five-year mission is expected 
to provide policymakers with 
crucial tools for responding 
to natural and man-made 
hazards, managing agricul-
ture and water resources, 
and understanding long-
term climate patterns.

NASA has called it a "game 
changer" for global disas-
ter preparedness. Scientists 
will use NISAR data to map 
ice loss in Antarctica, track 
volcanic activity, or detect 
fault line movements weeks 
before an earthquake.

NISAR also marks a test of 
strategic trust. It's the first 
time the US has placed crit-
ical radar hardware aboard 
an Indian satellite, and vice 

versa. Both nations are 
sharing ground station sup-
port to download and pro-
cess the data.

The mission also signals 
India’s growing role as a 
trusted international launch 
partner, coming just months 
after the PSLV-C61 mission 
failure.

With NISAR, ISRO focuses 
on bouncing back strongly, 
bolstering confidence in its 
GSLV platform, which had 
seen reliability concerns in 
the past.

For ISRO, it’s another 
stride forward after launch-
ing resource-focused sat-
ellites like the RISAT and 
Resourcesat series. NISAR 
puts India firmly on the 
global Earth observation 
map, extending its reach 
from domestic applications 
to worldwide environmental 
monitoring.
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Betthia : Senco Gold & Diamonds is a leading pan-India jewellery
retailer with a legacy of more than eighty-five years and the
largest jewellery retail player in eastern India based on number
of showrooms with a whooping count of 183+. Senco Gold &
Diamonds has been rated as the 2nd Most Trusted Jewellery
Brand 4th year in a row by TRA and recognized amongst Most
Desired Jewellery Brand by TRA in 2024 much ahead of most of
our peers, launched its 77th franchise showroom today at Bettiah
(Patna), taking the total showroom count to 7 in Bihar. 

Strategically located in Supriya Road, in front of Bishop House
near St. Joseph school, Hathikhana, Bettiah, Bihar, the new state-
of-the-art showroom has a sprawling area of more than 4000 sq.
ft., and with its luxurious ambiance offers customers an unparal-
leled and immersive shopping experience.

Commenting on the grand unveiling of the new showroom, Mr.
Suvankar Sen, MD & CEO of Senco Gold & Diamonds said, "We
are thrilled to announce the grand opening of our newest show-
room at Betthia in Bihar today. This is a significant milestone for
us as we continue to expand our presence in central India. We
bring our extensive collection meticulously crafted by karigars of
Bengal, closer to our valued customers of this city."

Mr. Rakesh Kumar kushwaha (Franchise Owner, Senco Gold &
Diamonds Bettiah Showroom), said, 'We are thrilled to join Senco
Gold & Diamonds group as a franchise and be part of the brand
known for its legacy of trust and excellence in the jewellery
industry. This partnership marks an exciting new chapter, allow-
ing us to bring Senco's exquisite craftsmanship and quality to our
local community. We look forward to the brand' growth while
delivering exceptional products and service to our customers".

To celebrate the grand opening of this showroom, Senco Gold
& Diamonds has announced a bouquet of inaugural offers.
Customers can enjoy up to 25% off on making charges for gold
jewellery, providing an excellent opportunity to own their
favourite pieces at attractive prices, and 0% deduction on gold
exchange. Additionally, there will be up to 20% off on the value of
diamonds. The starting range for earrings designs in this store
starts as low as Rs 20,000/-. 32,400 new gold jewellery designs
and 25,000new diamond jewellery designs are introduced
recently to keep our design portfolio vibrant and attractive ensur-
ing a lot of options in designs for customers to choose from. 

Kolkata : To improve the overall
customer experience, ASUS, a
Taiwanese tech giant, today
unveiled its Drop Zone initiative at
ASUS Exclusive Stores, enabling
customers to drop off their laptops
for repair without visiting dedicat-
ed service centers. It offers
greater convenience, and keeps
customers connected to their
devices with minimal disruption.

ASUS India has established
one of India's most extensive
after-sales networks. Customers
benefit from over 200 strategical-
ly located service centres, on-site
home support across 14,900+ pin
codes and coverage in 761 dis-
tricts nationwide. ASUS also pro-
vides round-the-clock assistance
via its omni-channel digital
helpdesks like call, chat, email,
and remote troubleshooting, while
self-service platforms like the
MyASUS app and dedicated
YouTube channels empower users

to resolve queries independently,
anytime and anywhere. Kicking

off in key markets including Delhi,
Kolkata, Nagpur, Mumbai, and

Coimbatore (Tirupur), this initial
rollout spans major cities and

adding new emerging regional
hubs. Speaking on the initiative,
Mr. Arnold Su, VP, Consumer and
Gaming PC, System Business
Group, ASUS India, said, "At
ASUS, we firmly believe that out-
standing product experiences go
beyond just innovative designs
and cutting-edge technology.
That's why our commitment
extends far beyond the point of
purchase, delivering seamless,
unparalleled after-sales support
that keeps every user empowered.
With the Drop Zone initiative,
we're making it easier than ever
for customers to keep their lap-
tops in peak condition with easy
access." In addition to the Drop
Zone rollout, ASUS India has also
launched a service camp in Pune
for customers providing on-site
diagnostics and expert guidance
to proactively support our com-
munity and deliver even greater
peace of mind.

ASUS Introduces Drop Zone Service at ASUS Exclusive Stores
to Ensure Accessibility and Transparency for Consumers

Mosquito killing pill, Ivermectin
drops malaria by 26%: Study

Barcelona : A groundbreaking study has
revealed that the mass administration of
ivermectin--a drug once known for treating
river blindness and scabies--can signifi-
cantly reduce malaria transmission when
used in conjunction with bed nets.

Ivermectin administered to the whole
population significantly reduces malaria
transmission, offering new hope in the fight
against the disease. The BOHEMIA trial, the
largest study on ivermectin for malaria to
date, showed a 26% reduction in new
malaria infection on top of existing bed
nets, providing strong evidence of iver-
mectin's potential as a complementary tool
in malaria control.

The results of this project, coordinated
by the Barcelona Institute for Global Health
(ISGlobal) -an institution supported by the
"la Caixa" Foundation- in collaboration
with the Manhica Health Research Centre
(CISM) and the KEMRI-Wellcome Trust
Research Programme, have been published
in The New England Journal of Medicine.

Malaria remains a global health chal-
lenge, with 263 million cases and 597,000
deaths reported in 2023. Current vector
control methods, such as long-lasting insec-
ticidal nets (LLINs) and indoor residual
spraying (IRS), have become less effective
due to insecticide resistance and behavioral
adaptations in mosquitoes to bite outdoors
and during dusk or dawn, when people are
not protected by these measures.

This underscores the urgent need for
innovative solutions to combat malaria.

Ivermectin, a drug traditionally used to
treat neglected tropical diseases like
onchocerciasis, which causes river blind-
ness, and lymphatic filariasis, which causes
elephantiasis, has been shown to reduce
malaria transmission by killing the mosqui-
toes that feed on treated individuals.

Given the rising resistance to conven-
tional insecticides, ivermectin could offer an

effective new approach to tackle malaria
transmission, especially in regions where
traditional methods have become less effec-
tive. The Unitaid-funded BOHEMIA proj-
ect(Broad One Health Endectocide-based
Malaria Intervention in Africa) conducted
two Mass Drug Administration (MDA) trials
in the high-burden malaria regions: Kwale
County (Kenya) and Mopeia district
(Mozambique).

The trials assessed the safety and effica-
cy of a single monthly dose of ivermectin

(400 mcg/kg) given for three consecutive
months at the start of the rainy season in
reducing malaria transmission.

In Kenya, the intervention targeted chil-
dren aged 5-15, while in Mozambique it
focused on children under five.

In Kwale County, Kenya, children who
received ivermectin experienced a 26%
reduction in malaria infection incidence
compared to those who received albenda-
zole, the control drug used in the study. The
trial involved over 20,000 participants and

more than 56,000 treatments, demonstrat-
ing that ivermectin significantly reduced
malaria infection rates -- particularly
among children living further from cluster
borders or in areas where drug distribution
was more efficient.

Moreover, the safety profile of iver-
mectin was favourable, with no severe
drug-related adverse events and only mild,
transient side effects already seen with
ivermectin in campaigns against neglected
tropical diseases.

"We are thrilled with these results," says
Carlos Chaccour, co-principal investigator
of the BOHEMIA project and ISGlobal
researcher at the time of the study.

"Ivermectin has shown great promise in
reducing malaria transmission and could
complement existing control measures.
With continued research, ivermectin MDA
could become an effective tool for malaria
control and even contribute to elimination
efforts," Chaccour, who is now a researcher
at the Navarra Centre for International
Development at the University of Navarra,
adds.

"These results align with the World
Health Organisation's (WHO) criteria for
new vector control tools," states Joseph
Mwangangi, from the KEMRI-Wellcome
Trust Research Programme.

"The findings suggest that ivermectin
MDA could be a valuable complementary
strategy for malaria control, particularly in
areas where mosquito resistance to insecti-
cides is a growing concern," adds Marta
Maia, BOHEMIA's lead entomologist from
the University of Oxford.

The study is part of a larger global effort
to assess the potential of ivermectin in
malaria control. The findings have been
reviewed by the WHO vector control adviso-
ry group, which concluded that the study
had demonstrated impact and recommend-
ed further studies.

Patna : Bandhan Bank, a pan-
India universal bank, recently
organized a Customer Awareness
Program on Safe Banking and
Cyber Security to educate cus-
tomers in Patna on their banking
rights, regulatory protections,
grievance redressal mechanisms,
secure digital banking practices
and cyber fraud prevention. The
event was graced by Chief Guest
Mr. Kumar Rajesh Ranjan, Chief
General Manager of RBI Patna
and Ombudsman for Bihar. Other
distinguished attendees included
Mr. Prabhakar Jha, Deputy
Ombudsman of RBI; and Mr. Veer
Dhirendra, Sr. Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Cyber).
Representing Bandhan Bank Mr.
Manish Ranjan, Senior Vice
President and Head of Process
Quality, and Mr. Amit Kumar
Singh, Vice President and
Regional Head of Branch Banking
were present at the event.

The event saw participation
from nearly 125 customers of
Bandhan and a few other banks
which focused on empowering
them about grievance redressal
mechanisms, safe digital banking,
and the bank's role in ensuring
secure transactions. Key discus-
sions provided detailed insights
into the RBI's Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme, the Fair
Practices Code, safe digital bank-
ing practices, and effective strate-
gies to prevent frauds like phish-
ing and vishing. In his address,
Mr. Kumar Rajesh Ranjan stated,
"In the digital era, transparency,
accountability, and the protection
of customer rights form the strong

foundation of banking services.
Every customer should be aware
of their rights and the grievance
redressal mechanisms, so they
can protect themselves from fraud
and help spread awareness
among others." He shared
detailed information about the
process of resolving banking com-
plaints under the RBI Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme, 2021, the
methods of lodging complaints,
and the rights available to cus-
tomers. During the program, Mr.
Kumar Rajesh Ranjan himself
answered several questions
posed by the attending cus-
tomers, providing them with
practical insights into banking
procedures and their rights.
Appreciating this initiative,
Bandhan Bank customers said
that such programs help raise
awareness and empower them,
and that this step by the bank is

highly commendable.
Commenting on this initiative, Mr.
Ratan Kumar Kesh, ED & COO
said, "At Bandhan Bank, we
understand that in today's fast-
changing digital world, trans-
parency, accountability, and pro-
tecting customer rights are fun-
damental to building trust and
lasting relationships. We believe
every customer should know their
rights and grievance redressal
options, not only to protect them-
selves but also to promote safe
banking in their communities. As
a bank committed to financial
inclusion and customer empower-
ment, we are always at the fore-
front of driving awareness and
education. Through initiatives like
these, we strive to equip our cus-
tomers with the knowledge and
tools they need to confidently and
securely navigate the evolving dig-
ital banking landscape."

Bandhan Bank Organizes Customer
Awareness Program on Safe Banking

and Cyber Security in Patna
New Delhi : Welcoming the India-
UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
Harsh Pati Singhania, Chairman
and Managing Director of JK
Paper, has said it is a big step for-
ward for businesses and strength-
ens economic ties between the
two countries.

He said the deal will boost
business growth, enhance confi-
dence among Indian companies,
and bring relief to Indian profes-
sionals working in the UK by
addressing issues related to the
social service tax.

"UK products will get access in
our Indian markets and our
Indian products will get access in
the UK Markets. This will help our
businesses grow and increase our
confidence. Another significant
thing is that the people who go to
work in the UK for 2-3 years will
not suffer anymore because of the
social service tax. It is a very big
step forward," Singhania said.

India and the United Kingdom
took a big step last week in build-
ing a stronger economic partner-
ship with the signing of the
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA).

The agreement was signed by
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal and UK Secretary of
State for Business and Trade,
Jonathan Reynolds in the pres-
ence of the two Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his UK coun-
terpart Keir Starmer

The FTA marks a significant
milestone in India's engagement
with major developed economies
and reflects a shared commitment
to strengthening economic inte-
gration. As the world's fourth and

sixth largest economies respec-
tively, India and the UK's bilateral
engagement holds global econom-
ic significance. The signing of the
India-UK CETA follows the suc-
cessful conclusion of negotiations
announced on 6th May 2025. The
bilateral trade between the two
countries stand at nearly USD 56
billion, with a joint goal to double
this figure by 2030.

CETA secures unprecedented
duty-free access for 99% of
India's exports to the UK, cover-
ing nearly the entire trade basket.
This is expected to open new
opportunities for labour-intensive
industries such as textiles, marine
products, leather, footwear, sports
goods, toys, and gems and jew-
ellery, alongside fast-growing sec-
tors like engineering goods, auto
components, and organic chemi-
cals.

The services sector, a strong
driver of India's economy, will
also see wide-ranging benefits.
The agreement provides greater
market access in IT and IT-
enabled services, financial and
legal services, professional and
educational services, and digital
trade. Indian professionals,
including those deployed by com-
panies to work in UK across all
services sectors, professionals
deployed on contracts such as
architects, engineers, chefs, yoga
instructors, and musicians, will
benefit from simplified visa proce-
dures and liberalised entry cate-
gories, making it easier for talent
to work in the UK. The two coun-
tries had in May announced the
successful conclusion of a mutual-
ly beneficial FTA. (ANI)

Senco Gold & Diamonds
expands its footprint, opens

its 183rd showroom in
Bettiah (West Champaran)
taking the total showroom

count to 7 in Bihar

New Delhi : India's total wire-
less phone subscriber base,
including mobile and 5G Fixed
Wireless Access (FWA), rose to
1170.88 million at the end of
June 2025, registering a
monthly growth rate of 0.21
per cent, according to the lat-
est data release by Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI). This marks an
increase of 2.46 million sub-
scribers from 1168.42 million
recorded at the end of May
2025. The overall growth was
driven primarily by urban
areas, which saw an increase
from 634.91 million to 637.87
million wireless subscribers --
a monthly growth rate of 0.47
per cent. In contrast, rural
wireless subscriptions
declined slightly from 533.51
million to 533.00 million,
reflecting a -0.10 per cent
drop, the TRAI said. The data
shows that the wireless mobile
segment alone added 2 million
new subscribers during June
2025, rising from 1161.03 mil-
lion in May to 1163.03 million
in June -- a 0.17 per cent
monthly growth rate. The
TRAI data reveals that the
urban mobile subscribers
grew from 630.42 million to
633.14 million, a growth rate
of 0.43 per cent, while rural
mobile subscribers declined
from 530.60 million to 529.88
million, marking a -0.14 per
cent decline. India's overall
wireless tele-density improved
slightly from 82.63 per cent in

May to 82.74 per cent in June.
The urban wireless tele-densi-
ty increased from 124.91 per
cent to 125.31 per cent, while
the rural tele-density fell from
58.90 per cent to 58.82 per
cent. In the mobile segment
specifically, the national wire-
less (mobile) tele-density rose
from 82.10 per cent to 82.18
per cent. Urban mobile tele-
density increased from 124.03
per cent to 124.38 per cent,
while rural tele-density saw a
drop from 58.58% to 58.48 per
cent.  As of June 30, 2025, pri-
vate access service providers
held a dominant 92.20 per
cent share of the mobile wire-
less market. The public sector
units (PSUs) -- BSNL and
MTNL -- accounted for just
7.80 per cent. In terms of
regional performance, all
service areas except Assam,
Mumbai, Punjab, Delhi, and
Kolkata showed growth in
mobile wireless subscriptions
during June 2025. The num-
ber of 5G Fixed Wireless
Access (FWA) subscribers rose
from 7.40 million in May to
7.85 million in June 2025. Of
these, 4.73 million were from
urban areas and 3.12 million
from rural India, reflecting the
continued expansion of next-
generation wireless internet
services. As per the data, as of
the end of June 2025, the
urban areas accounted for
54.48 per cent of total wireless
subscribers while rural areas
made up 45.52 per cent.

India adds 2.46 mn
wireless subscribers
in June 2025, led by

urban growth

India-UK FTA a big step forward,
will help businesses grow: JK

Paper CMD Harsh Pati Singhania

"Ivermectin has shown great promise in reducing malaria transmis-
sion and could complement existing control measures. With continued
research, ivermectin MDA could become an effective tool for malaria
control and even contribute to elimination efforts," Chaccour, who is

now a researcher at the Navarra Centre for International Development
at the University of Navarra, adds.

"These results align with the World Health Organisation's (WHO) cri-
teria for new vector control tools," states Joseph Mwangangi, from the

KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research Programme.
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2008 Malegaon 
Blast Case: Pragya 
Singh Thakur and 

six others acquitted 
after 17 years

At least 23 injured 
after amusement 

park ride collapses 
in Saudi Arabia

MI News Service, Mumbai:   
A special court in Mumbai 
has acquitted all seven ac-
cused in the 2008 Malegaon 
blast case, bringing an end 
to a legal battle that lasted 
nearly 17 years. The ver-
dict was delivered by a sin-
gle-judge bench led by Judge 
A.K. Lahoti, who ruled that 
the prosecution failed to pro-
duce sufficient evidence link-
ing the accused to the terror 
attack.

The blast, which occurred 
on September 29, 2008, 
during the holy month of Ra-
madan, took place at a busy 
chowk in the Muslim-major-
ity town of Malegaon in Ma-
harashtra. Six people were 
killed, and 95 others were 
injured. The timing of the 
attack, just before the Hin-
du festival of Navratri, led 
to suspicions of a deliberate 
attempt to incite communal 
tensions.

Among those acquitted 
were former BJP MP Prag-
ya Singh Thakur, Lieutenant 
Colonel Prasad Purohit, and 
retired Major Ramesh Up-
adhyay. The case was ini-
tially investigated by the 
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism 
Squad (ATS) but was later 
transferred to the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
in 2011.

This case marked the first 
time alleged Hindu extrem-
ists were prosecuted under 
anti-terror laws, including 
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA). How-
ever, the court observed 
that the use of UAPA in the 
case was flawed and that the 
prosecution could not estab-
lish that the motorcycle used 
in the explosion was in Prag-
ya Thakur’s possession.

After her acquittal, Prag-
ya Singh Thakur said the 
case had “ruined her life” 
and criticized the years-long 
legal ordeal she endured. 
The judgment has reignited 
debates about the handling 
of terror cases in India and 
the standards of evidence re-
quired for conviction under 
stringent anti-terror laws

MI News Service, Riyadh:   
In a tragic accident, at least 
23 people sustained injuries, 
three of whom remain in 
critical condition, after the 
‘360 Degrees’ ride collapsed 
at Green Mountain Amuse-
ment Park in the Al Hada 
area near Taif in Saudi Ara-
bia, on Wednesday evening, 
July 30.

Video footage of the inci-
dent quickly went viral on 
social media, showing the 
moment the ride malfunc-
tioned mid-operation. The 
clip captured the structure’s 
crane snapping and crash-
ing to the ground with riders 
aboard, triggering panic and 
chaos among visitors.

The ride, reportedly a 
high-speed attraction, was 
operating when the collapse 
occurred.

Eyewitnesses reported 
hearing strange mechanical 
noises shortly before the in-
cident. “It seemed unstable 
and gave off odd sounds,” 
said Abdul-Ilah Al-Shamra-
ni, a visitor present at the 
scene told Arabic daily Mo-
jaz News.

Emergency teams re-
sponded immediately, evac-
uating the site and trans-
porting the injured to local 
hospitals. Several medical 
facilities declared a Code 
Yellow to manage the influx 
of casualties, Okaz reported.

The General Directorate of 
Civil Defence confirmed that 
an investigation is under-
way to determine the cause 
of the malfunction. A spe-
cialised committee has been 
assigned to inspect the ride 
and assess compliance with 
safety regulations.

Under regulations set by 
the General Entertainment 
Authority, amusement park 
rides in the Kingdom must 
undergo monthly inspec-
tions. Non-compliance can 
lead to fines of up to SAR 
500,000 and licence suspen-
sion.

The incident prompted 
nationwide criticism across 
social media platforms. 
Many users have called for 
the park’s temporary closure 
pending the outcome of the 
investigation.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi : The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by the Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, 
today has approved 4 (Four) 
projects of Ministry of Rail-
ways with total cost of Rs. 
11,169 crore (approx.). 
These projects include:

(1) Itarsi – Nagpur 4th Line
(2) Aurangabad (Chhatra-

pati Sambhajinagar) - Par-
bhani Doubling

(3) Aluabari Road- New 
Jalpaiguri 3rd and 4th Line     

(4) Dangoaposi- Jaroli 3rd 
and 4th Line

The increased line ca-
pacity will significantly en-
hance mobility, resulting in 

improved operational effi-
ciency and service reliability 
for Indian Railways. These 
multi-tracking proposals are 
poised to streamline opera-
tions and alleviate conges-
tion. The projects are in line 
with the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modiji’s Vision of a 
New India which will make 
people of the region “At-
manirbhar” by way of com-
prehensive development in 
the area which will enhance 
their employment/ self-em-
ployment opportunities.

The projects are planned 
on PM-Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan with focus on 
enhancing  multi-modal con-
nectivity & logistic efficiency 

through integrated planning 
and stakeholder consulta-
tions. These projects will 
provide seamless connectiv-
ity for movement of people, 
goods, and services.

The 4 (four) projects cov-
ering 13 Districts across 
the states of Maharash-
tra, Madhya Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, and 
Jharkhand will increase the 
existing network of Indian 
Railways by about 574 Kms.

The proposed multi-track-
ing project will enhance con-
nectivity to approx. 2,309 
villages, which are having 
a population of about 43.60 
lakh.

These are essential routes 

for transportation of com-
modities such as coal, ce-
ment, clinker, gypsum, fly 
ash, containers, agriculture 
commodities, and Petroleum 
products etc. The capacity 
augmentation works will re-
sult in additional freight traf-
fic of magnitude 95.91 MTPA 
(Million Tonnes Per Annum). 
The Railways being environ-
ment friendly and energy 
efficient mode of transporta-
tion, will help both in achiev-
ing climate goals and min-
imizing logistics cost of the 
country, reduce oil import 
(16 Crore Litres) and lower 
CO2 emissions (515 Crore 
Kg) which is equivalent to 
plantation of 20 Crore trees.

MI News Service, Ottawa 
: In a landmark decision, 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney announced on 
Wednesday that Canada will 
officially recognize the State 
of Palestine at the 80th ses-
sion of the United Nations 
General Assembly in Septem-
ber 2025. The move comes in 
response to the worsening 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza 
and what Carney described 
as the “intolerable” level of 
human suffering in the be-
sieged Palestinian territory.

Carney explained that 
while Canada had long sup-
ported a negotiated two-
state solution, that approach 
has become “no longer ten-
able.” He emphasized that 
Canada remains committed 
to the vision of an indepen-
dent, sovereign Palestinian 
state existing peacefully 
alongside Israel. However, 
he stated that Canada’s rec-
ognition is contingent upon 

the Palestinian Authority 
committing to vital reforms 
and enhancing democratic 
governance.

“Canada intends to recog-
nize the State of Palestine,” 
Carney said. “Our decision 
is grounded in the princi-
ple of self-determination 
and comes at a moment of 
urgency. The prospect of a 
Palestinian state is literally 
receding before our eyes.”

He further noted that Can-
ada will intensify its support 
for building democratic insti-
tutions in Palestine, while also 
making it clear that Hamas, 
the militant group that con-
trols Gaza, would have “no 
role in the future state.”

The decision aligns Cana-
da with the United Kingdom 
and France, both of which 
recently declared intentions 
to recognize Palestine. Car-
ney’s announcement includ-
ed sharp criticism of the Is-
raeli government, accusing 

it of allowing the situation in 
Gaza to spiral into a human-
itarian catastrophe. “Canada 
condemns the fact that the 
Israeli government has let 
the situation deteriorate in 
Gaza,” he said.

The Israeli military’s on-
going assault on Gaza since 
2023 has reportedly resulted 
in the deaths of over 60,000 
Palestinians and widespread 
destruction across the terri-
tory. While Canada’s move 
has been welcomed by many 
human rights advocates, it 
puts Ottawa at odds with the 
United States, Israel’s closest 
ally, which has rejected rec-
ognition of Palestine, claim-
ing it would reward Hamas.

Carney’s decision marks a 
significant shift in Canada’s 
Middle East policy and adds 
momentum to the growing 
international calls for Pales-
tinian statehood amid esca-
lating violence and deepen-
ing humanitarian crises. 

MI News Service, Pune : 
The family of retired Kar-
gil war veteran Hakimud-
din Sheikh has alleged that 
they faced harassment and 
were forced to prove their 
Indian citizenship to a group 
of more than 30 men who 
arrived at their home along 
with the police on Saturday.

The 58-year- old Hakimud-
din Sheikh lives with his fam-
ily in Chandan Nagar. Sheikh 
served the Indian Army for 16 
years between 1984 and 2000.

On Tuesday, speaking to 
the media, the family of the 
veteran alleged that the men 
forced them to show their 
identity documents and took 
the male members of the 

family along with them late 
at night. Expressing shock, 
Sheikh questioned, “I fought 
the Kargil war. Me and my 
family have been living here 
for decades. Why are we be-
ing asked to prove our citi-
zenship?”

One of the family members 
said, “They asked us to prove 
our nationality by 3 a.m and 
threatened that if we fail to 
do so, we will be called Ro-
hingyas or Bangladeshis.”

The family also alleged that 
when they showed their docu-
ments, they were mocked and 
told that they were “fake”. 
Shamshad Shaikh, Sheikh’s 
nephew alleged, “The police 
called us again on Sunday. 

We had to wait for two hours 
and were later informed that 
the inspector wasn’t coming. 
Our documents are still with 
them.”

Police have confirmed that 
an investigation is underway. 
Police Commissioner Am-
itesh Kumar said, “Action 
will be taken against the ac-
cused. So far, it doesn’t ap-
pear that the police barged 
into their house.”

Police Deputy Commis-
sioner Somay Munde said 
that the police acted after re-
ceiving a tip off and that once 
documents are verified, the 
police let them go. He said, 
“No third party was involved 
in this.”

MI News Service, United 
Nations: India has urged 
the United Nations to AIM on 
achieving a two state solu-
tion to the Israel Palestine 
conflict through concrete di-
alogue and diplomacy rath-
er than just issuing official 
statements. At a high-level 
UN conference in New York 
India’s ambassador to the UN 
Parvathaneni Harish empha-
sized that real practical mea-
sures are needed to bring 
lasting peace.

Harish stated, “Our ef-
forts must now concentrate 
on creating a Two States 
solution through meaningful 
negotiations bringing both 
sides to the table.”

The conference jointly 
chaired by France and Sau-
di Arabia from July 28 to 30 
addressed ways to make the 
two-states solution a possi-
bility. At its conclusion a 25 
page “New York Declaration” 
was released, calling for an 
immediate ceasefire in Gaza, 
the release of all hostages 
and the transfer of control 
and weapons from Hamas to 

the Palestinian Authority.
Harish stressed that this 

moment was an opportunity 
to reflect on previous prog-
ress and push for actions 
that will improve the daily 
lives of the Palestinians. He 
said, “We must aim for solu-
tions that bring real changes, 
not just remain on paper.”

India outlined immediate 
steps including the ceasefire 
and interrupted humanity 
and release of hostages and 
a resumption of peace talks. 
Harish reminded the Assem-
bly that India recognised the 
Palestine in 1988 and con-
tinues to advocate for two-
states living in peace.

Highlighting humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza Harish urged 
that civilians have unhin-
dered access to basic essen-
tials like food fuel and med-
icine humanitarian assistant 
must remain beyond political 
disputes he said noting the 
large scale destruction civil 
ends and prolonged disrup-
tion of children’s education 
he condemned terrorism 
stating there is no justifi-

cation for it in addressing 
grievances.

Looking ahead Harish 
called for Major reconstruc-
tion efforts in Gaza and se-
curity assurance is for both 
Israel and Palestinians

India also underlined the 
need for economic hope with 
Harish noting that sustain-
able jobs and investments are 
essential for stability. India 
has pledged about 160 mil-
lion dollars towards develop-
ment projects in the region.

UN Security General Anto-
nio Guterres reiterated that 
the two States solution is the 
only viable path, questioning 
its critics he asked what the 
alternative is he worried that 
one state reality would ei-
ther deny Palestinians equal 
rights or force them off their 
land — neither of which con-
stitutes peace or justice. He 
said, “Statehood is not a gift, 
it is a right.”

Meanwhile, the UN agen-
cies have reported that food 
and nutrition levels in Gaza 
have deteriorated to unprec-
edented crisis levels.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Cabinet 
Committee on Econom-
ic Affairs, chaired by the 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi, today has ap-
proved 4 (Four) projects of 
Ministry of Railways with 
total cost of Rs. 11,169 
crore (approx.). These 
projects include:

(1) Dangoaposi- Jaroli 
3rd and 4th Line 

(2) Aurangabad (Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar) - 
Parbhani Doubling

(3) Aluabari Road- New 
Jalpaiguri 3rd and 4th Line     

(4) Itarsi – Nagpur 4th 
Line 

Dangoaposi – Jaroli 3rd 

and 4th line project of 
South Eastern Railway

The total estimated cost 
is Rs 1,752 Crore. This 
project connects the iron 
ore area and steel pro-
duction units of Kendu-
jhar district, Odisha and 
West Singhbhum district, 
Jharkhand. After comple-
tion, the project will play 
a crucial role in meeting 
target of 300-million-ton 
annual steel production.

Details of project :
• Route length: 43 km 

and track length: 108 km
• 7 stations, 10 major 

bridges, 196 minor bridg-
es, 8 ROBs, 4 RUBs, 2 Rail 
over rail    bridges

• Will save 3.85 Cr litre 
diesel,

• Will save 170 Cr kg of 
CO2. (equal to planting 11 
Crore trees) 

• Will facilitate 50 mil-
lion tons of cargo 

• Will save Rs 6,038 Cr in 
logistics cost

The four approved proj-
ects are in line with the 
Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modiji’s Vision of 
a New India which will 
make people of the re-
gion “Atmanirbhar” by 
way of comprehensive 
development in the area 
which will enhance their 
employment/ self-employ-
ment opportunities. The 

projects are planned on 
PM-Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan with focus on 
enhancing multi-modal 
connectivity & logistic effi-
ciency through integrated 
planning and stakeholder 
consultations. These proj-
ects will provide seamless 
connectivity for movement 
of people, goods, and ser-
vices.

The 4 (four) projects cov-
ering 13 Districts across 
the states of Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, and 
Jharkhand will increase 
the existing network of 
Indian Railways by about 
574 Kms.

MI News Service, Wash-
ington: US President 
Donald Trump once again 
mounted a sharp attack 
on India and Russia for 
their close ties and said 
that the two countries can 
take their “dead economies 
down together”.

The US president’s fresh 
criticism of New Delhi and 
Moscow came hours after 
announcing 25 percent 
tariffs against India, plus a 
“penalty” for its trade with 
Russia.

“I don’t care what India 
does with Russia. They can 
take their dead economies 
down together, for all I 
care,” he said.

“We have done very little 
business with India, their 
Tariffs are too high, among 
the highest in the World,” 
he added.

The previous day, Trump 
announced the imposition 
of a 25 percent tariff on 
all goods coming from In-
dia starting August 1, plus 
an unspecified penalty for 
buying Russian crude oil 
and military equipment.

The surprise announce-
ment came a day after In-
dian officials said that a US 
trade team would visit from 
August 25 to negotiate a 
trade deal.

The announcement is 
being seen as a pressure 
tactic to get New Delhi to 
agree to demands made by 
the US, which has, in recent 

days, got favourable trade 
deals with major partners 
like Japan, the UK and the 
European Union.

Trump termed India’s 
trade policies as “most 
strenuous and obnoxious”.

“All things not good! In-
dia will therefore be paying 
a tariff of 25 per cent, plus 
a penalty for the above, 
starting on August first,” 
Trump said in a social me-
dia post.

The penalty was an-
nounced as India has made 
large purchases of oil and 
military equipment from 
Russia. India is the first 
country to face a penalty 
for Russian imports.

India’s import of crude 
oil from Russia has risen 
from 0.2 percent of total 
purchases before the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war to 35-40 
percent. New Delhi is the 
largest buyer of Russian oil 
after China.

Trump said though In-
dia is America’s friend, 
“we have, over the years, 
done relatively little busi-
ness with them because 

their (India) tariffs are far 
too high, among the high-
est in the world, and they 
have the most strenuous 
and obnoxious non-mone-
tary trade barriers of any 
country.”

He said India has always 
purchased a significant 
amount of military equip-
ment and energy prod-
ucts from Russia at a time 
when everyone wants Rus-
sia to stop the “killing” in 
Ukraine.

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said everybody ex-
cept Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man know that the Indian 
economy is “dead”, as he 
alleged that the BJP-led 
government has destroyed 
the country’s economic, de-
fence and foreign policies.

Speaking with reporters 
in the Parliament House 
complex, the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha 
also claimed that a trade 
deal with the US will hap-
pen and Trump will de-
fine it, while Prime Minis-
ter Modi will do what the 
American President tells 
him to do.

“He is right, everybody 
knows this except the prime 
minister and the finance 
minister. Everybody knows 
that the Indian economy is 
a dead economy. I am glad 
that President Trump has 
stated a fact,” Gandhi said.

MI News Service, Khurda 
Road : In a heartfelt fare-
well ceremony held at the 
Divisional Headquarters, 
twenty railway employees, 
including two officers, su-
perannuated from service 
from Khurda Road Division 
of East Coast Railway.

The event was graced by 
Shri Pradeep Kumar Behra, 
Additional Divisional Rail-
way Manager (Operations) 
and Shri Subhrajyoti Man-
dal, Additional Divisional 
Railway Manager (Infra-
structure), who felicitated 
the retired employees and 
presented them with their 
Pension Payment Orders 
(PPOs).

The ADRMs commended 
the dedication, hard work and 

vigilance shown by the retir-
ing staff during their years of 
service. They acknowledged 
the invaluable contributions 
made by the employees in en-
suring safe and efficient rail-
way operations.

Addressing the gathering, 
the ADRMs encouraged the 
retirees to embrace their 
post-retirement life with 
positivity, advising them to 

utilize their time fruitfully 
and lead a happy and fulfill-
ing life.

The retired Railway em-
ployees are Shri Surendra 
Kumar Padhi, Senior Coach-
ing Depot Officer at Puri; 
Shri Basistha Kumar Prad-
han, Assistant Commercial 
Manager; Shri M Ramarao 
Basudev Sahoo from Com-
mercial Department; Shri 

R. K. Behera, A. Rama, S. 
Mohammed; M R Das, B. C. 
Patnaik from Mechanical 
Department; Shri M Soren, 
N Singh, B C Maharana, J 
Sahoo, R. K. Jani from En-
gineering Department; G.B. 
Rout, P. Patra, G. Sethi, from 
Electrical Department;  N. K. 
Das, D.P. Roy from Operating 
Department; Shri B. K. Jena, 
Inspector, RPF.

The ceremony concluded 
with warm wishes and grati-
tude extended to the retiring 
employees for their com-
mendable service to the In-
dian Railways. Shri Pramod 
Kumar Behera, Divisional 
Personnel Officer, coordi-
nated the programme and 
ensured smooth conduct of 
the event.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
In a proactive initiative to 
curb ticketless travel and 
ensure a seamless journey 
experience for genuine pas-
sengers, a Railway Camp 
Court was successfully con-
ducted today at Howrah 
Station under the aegis of 
Howrah Division, Eastern 
Railway.

The special Camp Court, 
presided over by the Rail-
way Magistrate, was set up 
in the old premises of How-
rah Station. The initiative 
aimed to promote lawful 
travel by swiftly addressing 
cases of irregular travel. It 
sent a strong message to 
ticketless travelers and re-
inforced the Division’s un-
wavering commitment to 
upholding railway rules and 
ensuring passenger safety.

The special Camp Court 
held on 31.07.2025 gen-
erated a total earning of 
₹3,46,770/-. This includ-

ed ₹2,82,630/- collect-
ed from 581 passengers 
penalised for travelling 
without or with irregular 
tickets, ₹19,300/- collect-
ed from 108 passengers 
for unbooked luggage and 
₹44,840/- realised from 158 
cases presented before the 
Railway Magistrate, which 
also included 64 cases 

booked by Ticket Examin-
ers amounting to ₹16,640/-.

The drive was carried 
out with the active support 
of the Railway Protection 
Force (RPF), ticket check-
ing staff, and Government 
Railway Police (GRP). Spe-
cial attention was given 
to Divyangjan (different-
ly-abled), ladies, and ven-

dor compartments, ensur-
ing inclusivity and safety 
across all sections of the 
train.

Senior officials of How-
rah Division closely moni-
tored the operation. Their 
presence, along with the 
coordinated efforts of tick-
et checking teams and en-
forcement agencies, con-
tributed significantly to the 
campaign's success.

On the occasion, Shri Ra-
hul Ranjan, Senior Division-
al Commercial Manager (Sr. 
DCM)/Howrah, appreciated 
the collaborative efforts of 
all departments and an-
nounced that such special 
ticket-checking campaigns 
will be intensified across 
various stations in the com-
ing days. This initiative is 
aimed at safeguarding the 
interests of fare-paying pas-
sengers and further enhanc-
ing the overall travel experi-
ence on Indian Railways.

MI News Service,  
Maligaon: The Union 
Cabinethas approved the 
3rd and 4th railway line 
between Aluabari Road 
and New Jalpaiguri which 
marks a significant mile-
stone in enhancing rail 
connectivity in the North-
eastern region of India. 
Spanning a total length 
of 57 kilometres, under 
the jurisdiction of North-
east Frontier Railway,the 
project is approved at an 
estimated cost of approx-
imately Rs. 1,786 crores.
This project aims to ad-
dress the growing de-
mand for transportation 
infrastructure in one of 
the country’s most vital 
regions. By introducing 
additional tracks, it will 
reduce congestion, allow-

ing for more efficient and 
faster movement of both 
passenger and freight 
trains, thus cutting travel 
times and improving the 
overall reliability of ser-
vices. The increased rail 
capacity will not only ease 
the burden on the exist-
ing infrastructure but will 
also facilitate the trans-
portation of goods such as 
tea, timber and agricul-
tural products, thus boost-
ing the local and regional 
economy.

This project is part of 
the Delhi–Guwahati High 
Density Network route 
and holds strategic impor-
tance due to its proximity 
to the international bor-
ders with Bhutan, Ban-
gladesh and Nepal, pro-
viding vital access to these 

neighbouring regions. It 
passes through districts 
in Bihar (Kishanganj) and 
West Bengal (Jalpaigu-
ri, Darjeeling and Uttar 
Dinajpur), serving as a 
crucial link for both pas-
senger and freight trans-
port. The infrastructure 
development will include 
7 stations, 99 bridges and 
the construction of 3 Road 
Over Bridges and 8 Road 
Under Bridges. The proj-
ect aims to facilitate the 
movement of 21.6 million 
tons of additional cargo, 
leading to a savings of Rs 
2,551 crore in logistics 
costs. It will also contrib-
ute significantly to fuel 
conservation by saving 
2.14 crore litres of diesel 
every year. 

In the broader context, 

the Aluabari Road–New 
Jalpaiguri 3rd and 4th 
Line project is poised to 
not only strengthen trans-
portation infrastructure 
but also act as a catalyst 
for economic growth, re-
gional integration and 
enhanced quality of life 
in the Northeast.This 
project will enhance the 
overall efficiency of the 
transportation network 
across Bihar, West Bengal 
and the Northeast, easing 
congestion on this crucial 
corridor that serves as a 
vital gateway between the 
eastern and NE region of 
India. NFR remains com-
mitted towards executing 
this project efficiently, en-
suring maximum benefit 
to the region’s connectivi-
ty and development.

Cabinet approves four multitracking projects covering 13 Districts across 
the states of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, and 

Jharkhand increasing the existing network of Indian Railways by about 574 Kms

Canada will recognize Palestinian state 
at UN General Assembly: PM Carney

Muslim Kargil war veteran and family harassed 
in Pune, accused of being ‘Bangladeshis’

India stands by two-state solution in Israel 
-Palestine conflict, reiterates position at UN

20 Railway Employees Superannuated from Service at Khurda Road Division

Howrah division conducted railway camp court to curb ticketless travel

Aluabari Road- New Jalpaiguri 3rd and 4th Line approved by 
Union Cabinet to boost rail connectivity in Northeastern States

Cabinet approves four multitracking projects 
including  Dangoaposi- Jaroli 3rd and 4th line 

project of South Eastern Railway

Day after imposing tariff, Trump calls Indian economy ‘dead’
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LONDON [UK] : Captain Shubman
Gill and young Sai Sudharsan
forged India's comeback after
England made early inroads in the
opening session of the first day in
the fifth Test at The Oval on
Thursday.

After a sudden downpour
forced an early end to the first ses-
sion, India piled up 72/2 in 23
overs, with Gill and Sudharsan
unbeaten with scores of 15(23)
and 25(67).

The rain had already marked
its presence twice before the
beginning of the game. Under the
overcast conditions and the
ground slightly drenched,
Yashasvi Jaiswal and KL Rahul
tried to see off a tricky phase.

In the absence of tearaway
Jofra Archer, Gus Atkinson,
returning to the Test fold, rattled
India's top order with his blister-
ing pace at his home venue. With
an inward angling delivery and a
hint of movement, Atkinson struck
Jaiswal just below the knee-roll of
his pads.

There were two sounds, and

the England players were con-
fused. The opinion was split, with
players voicing their opinions, but
Pope decided to trust his instincts,
which left Ben Duckett less than
pleased.

Even designated captain Ben
Stokes appeared confused before
switching his eyes to see the
replay. During the check, the ball
cleanly whistled past Jaiswal's bat
and his fate was sealed as he

walked back to the dressing room
cheaply on 2(9).

KL Rahul tried to push for
India's comeback through the tur-
bulent phase with Sudharsan. The
duo watched the ball cautiously
while trying to navigate India
through the difficult phase.

However, India was jolted once
again after Chris Woakes lured
Rahul to chop the ball back onto
the stumps, sending all of his hard
work down the slumps, forcing
him to return on 14(40). He tried
to cut the ball away but diverted it
straight towards the timber.

Gill arrived at the crease and
restored a state of calmness with
his composed strokeplay and cal-
culated risk. He dispatched three
boundaries to make up for the
early loss of wickets. The sun
blessed The Oval with its rays, but
the gloomy clouds arrived again,
and relentless rain poured in,
forcing both teams to take an
early lunch. Brief Scores: India
72/2 (Shubman Gill 15*, Sai
Sudharsan 25*; Gus Atkinson 1-7)
vs England. 

KOKRAJHAR (ASSAM) : Local
side Bodoland FC (BDFC) regis-
tered their first win of the 134th
Durand Cup with a hard-fought
2-1 victory over debutants Karbi
Anglong Morning Star FC
(KAMSFC) in a tightly contested
Group D clash, here at the SAI
Stadium on Thursday.

Karbi Anglong struck first
through Nigerian forward
Joseph Mayowa Olaleye, but
Bodoland responded swiftly
with an equaliser from
Gwgwmsar Gayary in the 37th
minute. Colombian striker
Robinson calmly slotted home at
the hour mark to secure all
three points for the local side, as
per a press release.

BDFC head coach Vikash
Panthi fielded a strong 4-2-3-1
lineup led by Colombian striker
Robinson Blandon Rendon,
while KAMSFC's head coach C A
Laldinsang Pudaite made four
changes from their last game,
with Nigerian forward Joseph
Mayowa Olaleye spearheading
the attack.

The early exchanges were
cagey, with BDFC having the
first clear chance when
Robinson found himself one-on-
one with Karbi Anglong keeper
Wellyster Mendes, only for the
play to be flagged offside. Pedro
Astray's free-kick in the 11th
minute for BDFC also struck the
wall, as both sides struggled to
create meaningful openings.

Momentum shifted in the
22nd minute when Karbi
Anglong launched a swift count-
er. Nigerian forward Olaleye
was brought down just outside
the box, earning a free kick.
Joseph Bempah's effort was
well-saved by BDFC keeper
Birkhang Diamary.

But the pressure told three
minutes later when Wellyster's

long ball from the Karbi
Anglong half caught the BDFC
defence off guard. Olaleye
latched onto it, beat the last
defender, and drilled a powerful
low strike into the near post to
put KAMSFC ahead in the 25th
minute.

Bodoland FC found the
equaliser in the 37th minute
through winger Gwgwmsar
Gayary. A long diagonal ball
from midfield found Gayary on
the left, who headed into the
danger area. A failed clearance
by KAMSFC captain Harbamon
Timung gave Gayary a second
chance, and he made no mis-
take in firing it past Wellyster
Mendes to make it 1-1.

BDFC nearly took the lead in
first-half stoppage time when
Robinson left a defender on the
turf with a clever run but missed
the target. Another teasing free-
kick from Pedro found Robinson
again, but he failed to convert
from close range as the half
ended on 1-1.

The second half resumed
with both teams trying to take
control. Haokip (KAMSFC) and
Pedro (BDFC) traded tame free
kicks in the opening five min-
utes, both collected comfortably
by the respective goalkeepers.

The best opportunity of the
second half for Karbi Anglong
came in the 56th minute when
Sujit Singh broke free, but his
shot lacked placement and went
straight to Diamary.

Bodoland FC capitalised on
the missed chance. In the 60th
minute, a corner from Pedro
was headed on target by Abdul
Samed, blocked but not cleared.
Skipper Hazowary delivered a
curling cross from the left, and
this time Robinson made no mis-
take, tapping in the ball
between the keeper's legs to put

BDFC 2-1 ahead.
The play was halted briefly

around the 75th minute due to a
swarm of bees invading the
pitch, forcing players and offi-
cials to hit the ground for safety.
On the resumption of play,
KAMSFC built momentum with
a promising passing sequence,
but Pedro made a vital intercep-
tion to deny them.

Despite box-to-box action in
the final minutes and late pres-
sure from Karbi Anglong, BDFC
maintained their composure to
see out the game and seal all
three points. With this result,
Bodoland FC keep their hopes of
progressing from Group D alive,
while Karbi Anglong Morning
Star FC suffer their second
straight defeat, putting them on
the brink of elimination.

Tomorrow's Fixtures:
I-League side Real Kashmir

FC will make their Durand Cup
debut against the Indian Navy
Football Team in a Group F
encounter at the Khuman
Lampak Main Stadium, Imphal,
kickoff scheduled at 4:00 PM.
With the previous Group F
match, the Imphal Derby, end-
ing in a thrilling draw, a win for
either team could prove pivotal
in the race for a quarterfinal
berth.

Later in the evening, the
action will move to Kishore
Bharati Krirangan (KBK) in
Kolkata, where the Border
Security Force Football Team
(BSF FT) will face Diamond
Harbour FC in a Group B clash
starting at 7:00 PM. Diamond
Harbour, having already regis-
tered a win against
Mohammedan SC, will be eyeing
another victory to strengthen
their bid for a top-place finish
and qualification to the next
round.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Indian
women's football team skipper
Sweety Devi said that playing the
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) Asian Cup for the first time
ever will be a "tough challenge"
for the team, but they feel ready
for them, with a number of friend-
ly matches lined up ahead of the
competition taking place from
March next year.

With a 2-1 win over Thailand
at the Chiang Mai Stadium on July
5, the Indian women's football
team made history, securing their
first-ever qualification to the con-
tinental competition.

The Indian women's football
team will face a tough challenge in
the upcoming AFC Women's Asian
Cup in Australia as they have been
put in Group C with Japan,

Vietnam, and Chinese Taipei, and
captain Sweety Devi emphasised
the need to do well in friendlies in
order to prepare well for the tour-
nament.

The Blue Tigresses will begin
their Women's Asian Cup in Group
C with a match against Vietnam
on March 4, 2026. They will then
face Japan on March 7 and
Chinese Taipei on March 10.

"The tournament will be a
tough challenge for us, but we are
ready for it. We will play many
friendlies till March next year, and
will aim to do well in those match-
es. It is very important to keep the
momentum going," Sweety said
during the launch of Zinc Football
Girls Academy in Zawar near
Udaipur. Speaking on the opportu-
nity to lead India, Sweety said that

she feels lucky for that.
"I will continue to do well for

India and work towards our ulti-
mate aim, which is to qualify for
the FIFA World Cup. I am sure
that we can do it and have to keep
working hard to achieve this mile-
stone," she concluded.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) will lend techni-
cal and strategic support to the
academy, with the aim of develop-
ing women's football.

Zinc Football is a one-of-its-
kind grassroots football develop-
ment initiative, at the core of
which is a full-fledged residential
girls' football academy with
world-class facilities and the
country's first-ever 'technology-
hinged football training' - the
unique F-Cube technology.

The initiative aims to con-
tribute to the development of
Indian football while leveraging
on the power of the world's most
loved sport to impact lives and
ensure social upliftment of

women, children and people.
Hindustan Zinc's academy will

have an initial batch of 20 girls
from different states such as
Rajasthan, Gujarat, West Bengal,
Haryana and Jharkhand.

NEPAL REVEALED
AS THE HOST FOR
ICC WOMEN'S
T20 WORLD CUP
2026 QUALIFIER
DUBAI [UAE] : Nepal to host
the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup 2026 Qualifier from
January 12 to February 2 next
year, as per the official website
of the International Cricket
Council (ICC).

Ten teams will battle it out
for four coveted spots at the
main event, set to take place in
England and Wales in 2026.

Bangladesh and Ireland
have earned automatic spots in
the Qualifier by virtue of their
participation in the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup 2024.

Thailand and Nepal quali-
fied through the Asia regional
pathway, while the USA
secured their place from the
Americas region.

The remaining five spots
will be filled by two teams each
from Africa and Europe and
one from the East Asia-Pacific
region, following the comple-
tion of their respective regional
Qualifiers.

The Qualifier in Nepal will
see the 10 teams divided into
two groups of five, followed by
a Super Six stage and a Final.
The full fixture for the tourna-
ment will be announced in due
course.

Meanwhile, the schedule
for the ICC Women's T20
World Cup 2026 in England
and Wales has already been
confirmed.

The marquee tournament
will run from 12 June to 5 July
2026, with 33 matches played
across 24 days at seven ven-
ues, including Old Trafford,
Headingley, Hampshire Bowl
and Bristol County Ground.
The grand finale will be held at
the iconic Lord's Cricket
Ground. 

LONDON [UK] : India's worst nightmare came true at
The Oval after captain Shubman Gill lost his fifth con-
secutive toss against England on Thursday, and the
nation's 15th successive, turning the 1/32678 odds
aking the improbable happe.

Before the final Test of the gurelling series, India,
losing its 15th consecutive toss, stood at 1/32678. In
the absence of designated skipper Ben Stokes, Ollie
Pope came in as the stand-in captain. He spun the
coin, Gill called, and the staggering odds turned into
reality as India became the first team to achieve the
unfortunate feat.

India's luck with the coin hasn't changed despite
the change in the captaincy helm. Gill took over the
Test captaincy after his predecessor Rohit Sharma
stepped down from the role. While India continued to
be a victim of ill-fortune, Pope won his first toss in
five Tests as captain. Following another moment of
misfortune, India's abysmal toss losses include two
T20Is, eight ODIs and five Test matches. Overall, it is
the 14th instance of a team losing all five tosses in a
five-match Test series. The only previous instance in
the 21st century came during India's tour of England
in 2018. Gill didn't dwell too much on the statistics
while speaking to former head coach Ravi Shastri
and said, "Don't mind losing the toss as long as we
win the game. I was a bit confused yesterday about
what to do. It was a bit overcast, but the wicket looks
good; we'll look to post good runs in the first innings.
It should be a good pitch for the bowlers. We've got
three changes. Jurel, Karun and Prasidh in for Pant,
Shardul and Bumrah. We look for a win every game
we play, we've come close, and it's about that 5-10
per cent extra push, boys will be giving it their all."

India (Playing XI): Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Sai
Sudharsan, Shubman Gill(c), Karun Nair, Ravindra
Jadeja, Dhruv Jurel(w), Washington Sundar, Akash
Deep, Prasidh Krishna, Mohammed Siraj

England (Playing XI): Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett,
Ollie Pope(c), Joe Root, Harry Brook, Jacob Bethell,
Jamie Smith(w), Chris Woakes, Gus Atkinson, Jamie
Overton, Josh Tongue. (ANI)

MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] : Australia
captain Alyssa Healy expects England
and India to prove hard to conquer for
Australia at this year's ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup this year, as per the
official website of ICC.

Healy spoke to reporters at a spon-
sorship event for Cricket Australia in
Sydney on Thursday and the experienced
keeper revealed everything was on tar-
get for the Aussies as they try and
become the first side to defend the
Women's 50-over World Cup title in 37
years.

Australia won back-to-back World
Cups in 1982 and 1988 under former
skipper Sharon Tredrea and the seven-
time champions will head into this year's
event in India and Sri Lanka as one of
the favourites to hold aloft the famous

trophy.
Healy is taking nothing for granted

for her No.1 ranked ODI side in the
world and has nominated their closest
rivals in the rankings in England (sec-
ond) and India (third) as potential stum-
bling blocks for the Aussies at the eight-
team tournament that commences on
September 30.

"I wouldn't write England off just yet,
I think they will find a groove under
Lottie (Charlotte Edwards)," Healy said,
as quoted from the official website of
ICC.

"But I think the way that India are
playing, at home in those conditions,
they are going to be really tough to
beat," she added.

Healy is inching closer to making her
comeback from the foot injury she picked

up at last year's ICC Women's T20 World
Cup and is eyeing off Australia A's
upcoming series at home against India A
as her chance to return to competitive
action.

The 35-year-old hasn't played for
Australia since she featured as a batter
only in the one-off Test against England
at the MCG in February and the most
recent time she kept wickets was an ODI
against the same side in January at the
start of the year.

Healy plans to make her comeback to
keeping during the ODI portion of the
upcoming series with India A and has
tweaked her technique behind the
stumps slightly to help her ailing body.

"I haven't actually kept in a competi-
tive game since January and that's given
me a little bit of time to tinker with a few

things and make it a little bit easier on
my body," Healy said.

"We've been taught how to wicket-
keep a certain way in this country for an
extended period of time, and at the end
of the day it's not overly efficient on our
bodies and doing it at 35, it's not ideal,"
she noted.

"We've just been looking at ways to
make it a little bit easier for my ageing
joints and trying to keep things moving
the way they should," she added.

"Without getting overly technical,
(I've just adjusted) where I'm starting
from, more than anything else," she said.

"You won't notice anything different,
just not getting as low as what I used to,
to hopefully help the knee, help the foot
and keep me out there a little bit longer,"
Healy noted. 

Gill, Sudharsan stitch India's comeback against England
as sudden downpour forces early lunch in 5th Test

Durand Cup: Bodoland FC secure
first win, beat debutants Karbi
Anglong Morning Star FC 2-1

1/32678 odds come true after India
extends toss losing streak to 15

Skipper Sweety Devi feels the team ready for
"tough" first-ever AFC Asian Cup experience

ALYSSA HEALY PREDICTS HARDEST TEAMS
TO BEAT AT WOMEN'S CRICKET WORLD CUP

ALYSSA HEALY PRE-
DICTS HARDEST
TEAMS TO BEAT AT
WOMEN'S CRICKET
WORLD CUP
MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] :
Australia captain Alyssa Healy
expects England and India to
prove hard to conquer for
Australia at this year's ICC
Women's Cricket World Cup this
year, as per the official website of
ICC. Healy spoke to reporters at a
sponsorship event for Cricket
Australia in Sydney on Thursday
and the experienced keeper
revealed everything was on target
for the Aussies as they try and
become the first side to defend the
Women's 50-over World Cup title
in 37 years. Australia won back-
to-back World Cups in 1982 and
1988 under former skipper
Sharon Tredrea and the seven-
time champions will head into this
year's event in India and Sri
Lanka as one of the favourites to
hold aloft the famous trophy.

Healy is taking nothing for
granted for her No.1 ranked ODI
side in the world and has nomi-
nated their closest rivals in the
rankings in England (second) and
India (third) as potential stum-
bling blocks for the Aussies at the
eight-team tournament that com-
mences on September 30. "I
wouldn't write England off just
yet, I think they will find a groove
under Lottie (Charlotte
Edwards)," Healy said, as quoted
from the official website of ICC.

"But I think the way that India
are playing, at home in those con-
ditions, they are going to be real-
ly tough to beat," she added.
Healy is inching closer to making
her comeback from the foot injury
she picked up at last year's ICC
Women's T20 World Cup and is
eyeing off Australia A's upcoming
series at home against India A as
her chance to return to 
competitive action.


