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Death toll in Gujarat bridge collapse
rises to 19 as another injured dies

‘We hit all 9 terror targets in Pak 
with precision in Operation Sindoor’,

says NSA Ajit Doval
MI News Service, Chennai : Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit Doval
taking pride in India's military
prowess and technological capa-
bilities in neutralising the threats
from across the border, has
claimed that Indian Air Force hit
as many as nine terror targets
crisscrossing Pakistan with preci-
sion and missed none of them
during Operation Sindoor .

Addressing the  62nd convo-
cation ceremony of the IIT
Madras on Friday, NSA Doval said
amid cheers that the precision
was so perfect and to the point
where India knew who was where
and the entire operation lasted
hardly 23 minutes past 1 am on
May 7. " Even thereafter, they
said Pakistan did this and did that
and so on. Can you show me of
one image or photograph that
shows any damage to India?"
Doval asked while speaking at the
jam packed convocation cere-
mony. He said after lot of calcula-
tions in the Army headquarters,
India targeted nine terror targets
in Pakistan with precision under
Operation Sindoor and added that
the entire operation took only 23
minutes. This is the result of the
development of indigenous tech-
nology, he remarked. Underscor-
ing further development of
indigenous technology, Doval said
“We have to develop our indige-
nous technology further. Mention
of Sindoor was made here. We are
really proud of how much of in-
digenous content was there...We
decided to have 9 terrorist targets
in the criss-cross of Pakistan, it
was not in the border areas. We
missed none. We hit nowhere else
except that,” Doval was quoted as

saying . “It was precise to the
point where we knew who was
where. Entire operation took
barely 23 minutes...” he added.

He also criticised foreign
media for their alleged biased re-
portage on Operation Sindoor,
India’s military response to the
April 22 terror attack in Pahal-
gam, and challenged them to
show any visuals of any destruc-
tion in India.

“Foreign press said that Pak-
istan did that and did this...You
tell me one photograph, one
image, which shows any damage
to any Indian (structure), even a
glass pane having been broken…
” Doval said,

"They wrote these things and
put out things..The images only
showed 13 air bases in Pakistan
before and after 10th May,
whether it was in Sargodha,
Rahim Yar Khan, Chaklala...I am
only telling you what the foreign
media put out on the basis of im-
ages...We are capable of doing
that (damage to Pakistani air
bases..." the NSA added.

India launched Operation Sin-
door in the early hours of May 7
when the military hit nine terror
camps inside Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),
killing more than 100 terrorists. 

It was New Delhi’s direct mil-
itary response to the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror strike that killed
26 people. The operation trig-
gered four days of strikes and
counter strikes with drones, mis-
siles and long-range weapons be-
fore the two sides reached a
Ceasefire following  an under-
standing on stopping all military
action on May 10. 

Ex CJIs Khehar, Chandrachud
appear before Parliamentary
committee to scrutinise ONOE
MI News Service, New
Delhi : Two  former Chief
justices of India - J S Khe-
har and D Y Chandrachud
- met the  Parliamentary
Committee members here
on Friday to scrutinise the
simultaneous election bill
in its eighth sitting.

According to informed
sources, both jurists are of
the view that the concept
of 'one nation one election'
is not violative of the basic
structure of the Constitu-
tion, but have questioned
the extent of power vested
with the Election Commis-
sion in the proposed law.

They have also made
certain suggestions while
throwing light on the jour-
ney of Parliamentary sys-
tem of democracy in the
country.

The Joint Committee of
Parliament headed by BJP
MP P P Chaudhary has
spoken to jurists and legal
experts as it prepares its
recommendation on the
bill.

Two other former Chief
justices of India, U U Lalit
and Ranjan Gogoi, have
also appeared before the
committee in the past.
While none of them ques-
tioned the constitutionality
of simultaneous elections,
they have raised doubts
about some aspects of the
bill and offered sugges-
tions.

Former CJI DY Chan-
drachud, in his opinion
submitted to the Joint
Committee of Parliament,
has dismissed the opposi-
tion's criticism that the

synchronisation of Lok
Sabha and state assembly
polls violates the Constitu-
tion's basic structure, say-
ing the Constitution had
never mandated holding
national and state elec-
tions separately.

However, he has joined
another ex-CJI Ranjan
Gogoi in questioning the
"sweeping powers"
granted to the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
in the proposed constitu-
tional amendment law
"without laying down any
guidelines for the exercise
of the discretion", accord-
ing to the opinion submit-
ted to the parliamentary
panel.

Questioning the vast
powers the bill seeks to be-
stow on the ECI, Chandra-
chud said such
"unbounded authority"
could enable the poll body
to curtail or extend the
tenure of a state assembly
beyond the constitutionally
mandated five years,
under under the pretext
that simultaneous elec-
tions with the Lok Sabha
are not feasible.

The Constitution must
define, delineate and
structure the circum-
stances under which the
ECI may invoke this power,
he  said.

Two former CJIs, UU
Lalit and Ranjan Gogoi,
who had appeared before
the committee in February
and March, respectively,
said during the interaction,
that they  agreed with the
concerns of some mem-

bers over the excessive
power given to the ECI,
sources have said.

Lalit had suggested
that simultaneous polls
should be rolled out in a
staggered manner and not
at one go, as he had said
that cutting short the re-
maining terms of assem-
blies with substantive
tenure left for the purpose
of synchronising election
cycles could be legally
challenged.

However, all three ex-
CJIs have not questioned
the constitutionality of the
concept of simultaneous
polls.

Chandrachud said in
his written opinion that si-
multaneous elections will
not infringe upon the vot-
ers' right to elect their rep-
resentatives and that the
bill ensures that electors
remain continuously rep-
resented by their duly
elected MPs or MLAs.

He said, "Arguments
opposing simultaneous
elections are based on the
premise that the Indian
electorate is naive and can
be easily manipulated."

He said, "The argu-
ment that staggered elec-
tions are a part of the
Constitution's basic struc-
ture (or form part of the
principles of federalism or
democracy) does not hold.
Staggered timing of elec-
tions cannot be considered
as a feature of the original
Constitution, let alone an
immutable feature." 
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MI News Service, Vadodara : The
death toll in the Mahisagar river
bridge collapse in Gujarat's
Vadodara district climbed to 19
on Friday after one of the injured
persons succumbed to injuries at
a hospital, official sources said.

However, the search for the
two missing persons is still un-
derway, they said.

Several vehicles plunged into
the river after a 15 metre seg-
ment of the four-decade-old
bridge, connecting Anand and
Vadodara districts, collapsed
near Gambhira village close to
Padra town on Wednesday
morning.

"Forty five-year-old Naren-
drasinh Parmar, a resident of
Dahevan, who was one of the
five injured persons undergoing
treatment at the SSG Hospital
died on Friday," an official said.
A  total of 18  bodies were recov-
ered till Thursday night, and the
rescue operation resumed on the
third day with efforts being made
by the teams engaged at the site
to trace two more persons, who
are still missing, Vadodara Col-

lector Anil Dhameliya said.
On Thursday, Gujarat Chief

Minister Bhupendra Patel sus-
pended four engineers of the
state's Roads and Buildings De-
partment in connection with the
bridge collapse. State minister
Rushikesh Patel visited the site of
the tragedy and informed the
media that action has been taken
on the basis of a preliminary re-
port submitted by a committee
set up by Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel.

A high-level probe committee

of the state's roads and buildings
department will submit a de-
tailed report in 30 days, he said.

Out of the 7,000 bridges in
the state that have been sur-
veyed, the government has iden-
tified those that need  immediate
repairs or require construction
of a new one. Action is taken on
them accordingly, he said after
the visit.

"As per the preliminary re-
port of this investigation commit-
tee, it has been recorded that the
bridge collapsed due to pedestal

and articulation crushing. A de-
tailed report will be given by this
committee of the Roads and
Buildings Department within 30
days," he said.

The investigation report with
its technical and administrative
reasons will be submitted to the
CM and other decisions will be
taken on the basis of it, he
added.

"The state government has
placed four roads and buildings
department officials under sus-
pension," said Patel who also
later visited the injured persons
at the SSG Hospital and enquired
about their health.

Collector Dhameliya earlier
told the media that the primary
objective of the ongoing search
and rescue operation was to re-
cover a body trapped under a
slab in the river, and trace the
missing driver of a truck stuck in
the water.A list of eight missing
persons was compiled on Thurs-
day, and the bodies of six of them
were recovered, he said. The op-
eration is being carried out by
the National Disaster Response

Force (NDRF), State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF) and other
agencies, with locals joining the
efforts.

Dhameliya said the rescue
teams continue to work amid
challenges, including muddy ter-
rain, release of soda ash in water
and a tanker filled with a highly
corrosive substance.

A tanker that fell into the
river was carrying sulphuric
acid, and care is being taken to
ensure that it does not leak, he
said. There is a presence of soda
ash in the water, which is caus-
ing irritation and itching for the
rescuers, he said.

Earlier in the day, some
trucks and two-wheelers were
pulled out of water during the
operation. To overcome the
problem of mud, a temporary
platform has been prepared on
the riverbank for the rescue
teams by spreading three truck-
loads of concrete mix, an official
release said. At least six major
incidents of bridge collapse 
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BJP attempting to hijack elections in Bihar, 
like Maharashtra, alleges Rahul Gandhi

22 Naxalites with  
bounty of Rs 37.5 lakh
surrender in Chhattisgarh
MI News Service,
Raipur : In a significant
development, as   many
as 22 hardcore  Nax-
alites, who were active
in the tribal dominated
Abhujmad area and
carrying collective re-
wards of Rs 37.5 lakh,
surrendered in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Narayanpur
district on Friday, a
senior police official
said.

The cadres, belong-
ing to Kutul, Nelnar
and Indravati area
committees under the
Maad division of Maoist
groups, turned them-
selves in before senior
police, Border Security
Force (BSF) and Indo
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) officials here.

The surrendered
Naxalites told the police
that they were dejected
and disappointed with
the “hollow” Maoist ide-
ology and growing in-
ternal differences
within the banned out-
fit, Narayanpur Super-
intendent of Police
Robinson Guria said
and described it as  a
significant development
in Chhattisgarh's
Narayanpur district, as
the  Maoists also laid
down their arms and
ammunition  marking
another step toward
peace in the conflict-
ridden Abujhmad re-
gion and as part of the
state's ongoing anti-
Maoists' campaign and
rehabilitation initiative.

Collectively, the 22
individuals had rewards
totalling 37.50 lakh ru-
pees on their heads.
Their decision to return
to the mainstream is
being seen as a major
blow to the Maoists'
network in the region,
Narayanpur SP Guria

stated. Among those
who surrendered were
14 male and eight fe-
male cadres, including
a couple. The group
comprised members
from both the Kutul and
Amdai Area Commit-
tees, long known for
their activity in the
dense forest zones of
the Bastar division.
Chhattisgarh Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai
wrote on his X handle,
"People are choosing
the path of progress
and unity over violence.
In Narayanpur district,
22 Naxalites with a
combined bounty of Rs
37.5 lakh have laid
down their arms. These
individuals, who had
rewards ranging from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 8 lakh,
are now stepping away
from militancy."

"Under our adminis-
tration, 1,476 Maoists
have surrendered so
far. This reflects the
growing impact of our
government's 2025 sur-
render and rehabilita-
tion policy, along with
welfare initiatives that
are building trust
among tribal communi-
ties. Programmes like
'Niyad Nellnar' have
empowered people to
embrace development
and return to the main-
stream. Our govern-
ment remains firmly
committed to restoring
the lives of those who
have chosen peace, and
we are determined to
eradicate Naxalism by
March 31, 2026," CM
Sai said.The surrender
was reportedly moti-
vated by growing disil-
lusionment with the
Naxalite ideology and
internal strife 
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MI News Service, Bhubaneswar :
Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday accused the BJP of
making attempts to "hijack upcom-
ing elections in Bihar, as it did in Ma-
harashtra".

Addressing the party’s 'Samvid-
han Bachao Samavesh' here, he said
the INDIA bloc parties have decided
to prevent the BJP from "hijacking"
the Bihar assembly polls.

“Like Maharashtra, attempts are
being made to hijack the elections in
Bihar. The BJP is attacking our Con-
stitution across the country,” Rahul
Gandhi alleged.

During an INDIA bloc meeting  it
was decided to “prevent the BJP
from hijacking the elections in

Bihar” where assembly polls are due
later this year, he claimed.

He also accused the Election
Commission of India of “not doing its
duty, but working for the interest of
the BJP”.

The senior Congress leader also
alleged, “The BJP runs the govern-
ment for five-six capitalists. It does
not work for the common people of
the country.” Stating that the “Jal,
Jangal, Jamin” belongs to the tribals
and will remain for them, He claimed
that Odisha’s BJP government has
not implemented the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act,
1996.

“Forest right pattas are not pro-
vided to the tribals. The Congress
has brought the PESA and Tribal Bill.

We will enforce these laws and en-
sure the tribals get their land,” said
Rahul Gandhi . 

He also upped his ante against
Election Commission and accused it
of hatching a conspiracy of "stealing
the mandate" in poll-bound Bihar
just like it did in Maharashtra last
year.Addressing a public gathering
in Odisha's capital  on his arrival
here Rahul Gandhi alleged that poll
body is working for Bharatiya Janata
Party and not doing its job."The BJP
is continuously attacking the Consti-
tution. The way the election was
stolen in Maharashtra, a similar at-
tempt is being made to steal the elec-
tion in Bihar. To steal the 
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US yacht and two crew 
members rescued by Indian
Coast Guards from Andaman sea

J-K leader Mirwaiz says he has been placed under house arrest

MI News Service, Chennai:
The Indian Coast Guard
rescued a US yacht in dis-
tress and its two crew
members after the small
sailing vessel got stranded
in turbulent waters south-
east of Indira Point in the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, officials said on Fri-
day. Indian Coast Guard’s
Maritime Rescue Coordina-
tion Centre at Port Blair re-
ceived a distress alert from
the US Consulate in Chen-
nai at 11:57 am on July 10
regarding yacht 'Sea
Angel' with two crew
members -- one American
and one Turkish --
stranded 52 nautical mile
south-east of the Indira
Point, they said. The vessel
had got disabled amid ex-
tremely rough conditions
with a blown sail and en-
tangled propeller, a senior
official of the ICG said. In a
post on X, the Coast Guard
said it had deployed ICG
Ship Rajveer on July 10

after receiving a distress
alert from the US Con-
sulate in Chennai regard-
ing the yacht Sea Angel,
which had one US and one
Turkish crew member on
board. Upon arrival, the
yacht was found with its
sail blown off and its pro-
peller entangled in ropes.
The Sea Angel was taken
under tow and safely
brought to Campbell Bay
today (on July 11). ICG Ship
Rajveer was deployed and
responded despite rough
sea conditions,” the ICG
said Last month, the Indian
Coast Guard rescued three
Sri Lankan nationals who
had been abandoned on a
sandbar near Adam’s
Bridge, off the coast of
Tamil Nadu’s
Dhanushkodi. The individ-
uals had reportedly set out
from Sri Lanka in an
unidentified boat, which
later dropped them on the
sandbar within Indian ter-
ritorial waters. 

MI News Service, Srinagar : Hurriyat Conference chair-
man Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on Friday claimed that he
was once again  put under house arrest and not allowed
to offer prayers at the Jamia Masjid here. Mirwaiz, who
is also Kashmir's chief cleric, delivers the Friday sermon
at the historic grand mosque in Nowhatta locality of the
city.

"Disallowed to go to Jama Masjid today, put under
house arrest, fearing the mention of the martyrs of 13th
July 1931 in my friday sermon!" Mirwaiz said in a post
on X..

On July 13, 1931, 22 people were killed by the Dogra
Army of Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir Hari Singh.

Mirwaiz said, "The sacrifice of these martyrs and all

the martyrs since, is etched in the collective memory of
Kashmir and cannot not be undone by restrictions and
bans." "No living nation can forget the supreme sacrifice
of life of its martyrs against tyranny and injustice," he
added. The Hurriyat chairman appealed to the authori-
ties to "remove the restrictions" and allow people to
"peacefully pay homage to the martyrs of 13th July".
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Nurul Islam Khan 
I respect the police and 

the army and try to be pres-
ent at their events, cricket 
icon Sourav Ganguly said 
these words at Rabindra 
Sadan on Friday. Today, at 
the'Utsah Daan' meeting, or-
ganized by the West Bengal 
Police Welfare Committee, 
he said that we would have 
to work hard until the target 
is met. He said that every-
one, from studies to business 
and sports, should continue 
this practice. The meeting 
was inaugurated by Anuj 
Sharma (DG Armed Police).

In the meeting, Saurabh 
praised the various social 
works of the police to en-
courage the meritorious 
children of police personnel 
and assistant police person-
nel to study. He said that ev-

eryone should be successful, 
that's what he wants.

440 meritorious students 
from police families were en-
couraged in the meeting. The 
third year's meeting was ad-
dressed by Shantanu Sinha 
Biswas, coordinator of the 
Police and Kolkata Police Wel-
fare Committee. He said that 
we are trying to solve various 
complaints of deficiencies in 

the police world, for which  
Mamata Banerjee has given 
us the responsibility.

This committee handed 
over certificates, a book by 
Swami Vivekananda and 
medals to the meritorious 
students. Laptops were 
handed over to 8 meritorious 
students who have achieved 
the best results in all dis-
tricts from various boards 

of West Bengal. The com-
mittee's convener, Bijitash-
wa Raut, said that mothers 
or fathers who work in the 
police cannot give their chil-
dren proper time. Starting 
from Durga Puja to Christ-
mas Day or Eid, we have to 
do our duty. We are happy to 
see everyone in this encour-
agement meeting. Besides, 
the achievers of the Sec-
ondary, Higher Secondary, 
CBSE, ICSC and Madrasah 
Boards were also honored. 
Prominent persons including 
former footballers Manas 
Bhattacharya and Bidesh 
Bose were honored. Kolk-
ata Police Convener Ruhul 
Amin Ali said that starting 
from our leader to guard-
ian, Shantanu Sinha Biswas 
is the mastermind behind all 
this work.

Nurul Islam Khan 
Recently, in two consec-

utive incidents, Chandita-
la Police returned missing 
persons to their families. 
Evidence of the police's hu-
manitarian and social re-
sponsibility was seen. On 
July 6,

Police personnel rescued 
an elderly, mentally chal-
lenged person who was wan-
dering in the Barijhatti area. 
After three days of relent-
less efforts and meticulous 
investigation, the person 
was identified as Qamrud-
din Ansari (72), a resident of 
Burikhali, Kadamtala East, 
Bauria, Howrah and handed 
over to his son Manav Ansa-
ri. In the second incident, on 
July 8, the officers on duty 
saw two minor girls wander-

ing aimlessly near Begum-
pur Railway Station. After 
sympathetically questioning, 
it was learnt that the girls, 
who were classmates and 
residents of Tarkeshwar, 
had left home due to a dis-
pute with their parents.

The timely intervention 
of the police reunited them 
with their respective fami-
lies. These rescue operations 
are certainly appreciable 
in terms of care, protection 
and public service for the 
humanitarian ethos and ac-
tive role of Chanditala Po-
lice, said Baro Babu (head of 
the thana) Anil Raj 

"In this world full of cha-
os, these acts of compassion 
remind us of the true spirit 
of policing - protection, ser-
vice and comforting.

Nurul Islam Khan 
On Friday, an intellectual 

convention was held at Mou-
lali Youth Center in Kolkata. 
The topic was OBC and Waqf 
Act: Crisis and Transition. 
The meeting was organized 
by the All Bengal Minority 
Youth Federation. This timely 
meeting was held on the oc-
casion of the 22nd foundation 
day of this organization, said  
Mohammad Qamruzzaman 
himself. For more than two 
decades, students and youth 
have been carrying out their 
social responsibilities by ag-
itating for justice and stand-
ing against the plight of the 
minority community. Promi-
nent intellectual Sukriti Ran-
jan Biswas said that he has 
repeatedly spoken out about 
all the dangers especially 
for Muslims. Aminul Ambia, 
Alamgir Sardar, Manik Fakir, 
Maulana Nuruddin Saheb, 
Ali Imran Victor, Maulana 
Anwar Qasemi and teach-
er Ali Akbar were present. 

Workers from different parts 
of the organization were 
present. Various dangers 
have befallen Muslims all 
over India, and the organi-
zation's soul, Mohammad 
Qamruzzaman, spoke about 
establishing national unity. 
He said that our rights will 
have to be snatched away. If 
the government thinks this is 
mercy, it will be a mistake. 
The central government is 
destroying our fundamen-
tal and constitutional rights. 
The waqf properties have 
been forcibly snatched away. 
That is why we will agitate 
and take to the streets loud-
ly until the black Waqf Act is 
withdrawn. He said that this 
long-term struggle will con-
tinue.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Goa Tourism has opened its 
vibrant pavilion at the Trav-
el and Tourism Fair (TTF) 
Kolkata 2025, presenting a 
powerful showcase of the 
state’s evolving tourism land-
scape shaped by sustainabil-
ity, cultural immersion, and 
digital innovation. Held at 
Biswa Bangla Mela Prangan, 
TTF Kolkata is one of India’s 
premier travel trade exhibi-
tions, drawing participation 
from tourism stakeholders 
and travel professionals from 
across the country.

Representing Goa Tour-
ism at the inauguration were 
Dhiraj Wagle, Deputy Direc-
tor of Tourism, and Akshay 
Govenkar, Marketing Man-
ager, GTDC, along with other 
officials who interacted with 
delegates and visitors while 
highlighting the state’s com-
mitment to promoting respon-
sible and regenerative tour-
ism models.

The Goa Pavilion is themed 
around the idea that Goa is 
not just a destination, but a 
holistic experience – root-
ed in community, enriched 
by heritage, and guided by 
sustainability. Visitors were 
introduced to a compelling 
mix of monsoon-based travel, 
immersive hinterland trails, 
spiritual tourism circuits, and 
localised experiences that 

go beyond the conventional 
beach narrative.

With a view to enhanc-
ing visitor engagement, Goa 
Tourism has also integrated 
interactive digital features, 
including QR-based informa-
tion guides and Virtual Reality 
(VR) experiences that bring 
Goa’s traditions and land-
scapes to life in a dynamic 
format.

Kedar Naik, Director of 
Tourism, stated, “Goa Tourism 
is showcasing a range of expe-
riences that reflect the state’s 
evolving identity. From spiri-
tual trails to immersive mon-
soon campaigns, the focus is 
on meaningful and responsi-
ble travel. We aim to offer vis-
itors a deeper, more authentic 
way to experience Goa.”

As the fair unfolds over the 
next two days, the Goa Tour-
ism team will continue engag-
ing with trade professionals, 
travel agents, and tourism 
boards to explore collabora-
tions, forge new partnerships, 
and reinforce Goa’s identity as 
one of India’s most versatile 
and forward-thinking tourism 
destinations.

Goa Tourism invites all 
trade partners and travel 
enthusiasts to experience its 
renewed spirit at TTF Kolkata 
2025 – a spirit that celebrates 
authenticity, innovation, and 
inclusive growth.

MI News Service, Kalyani:    
The Indian Institute of Sci-
ence Education and Research 
(IISER) Kolkata celebrated its 
20th Foundation Day as Open 
Day on July 11, 2025, invit-
ing around 800 students from 
nearby schools and colleges 
across Nadia and adjoining 
districts. The event, held from 
10:30 AM to 4:30 PM, provided 
a platform for young minds to 
engage in scientific discovery, 
interact with researchers, and 
explore advanced research fa-
cilities.

Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy, for-
mer Chairman of the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) and for-
mer Scientific Adviser to the 
Raksha Mantri, graced the oc-
casion as the Chief Guest. He 
delivered the Foundation Day 
lecture on "Evolving Science 

and Technology Ecosphere", 
and officially launched the 
new BS-MS programme in 
Computational and Data Sci-
ences (CDS) under the new-
ly developed Department of 
CDS, drawing wide apprecia-
tion from the audience.

Prof. Sunil Kumar Khare, 
Director of IISER Kolkata, 
highlighted the importance 
of popularizing science and 
announced a strategic vision 
to make Foundation Day cel-
ebrations a grand annual out-
reach event.

The day featured engag-
ing experiments, exhibitions, 
science models, public talks, 
posters, and demonstrations, 
coordinated by Prof. Debasis 
Koley (Dean, International 
Relations & Outreach) and 
Prof. Anirban Banerjee (As-
sociate Dean, IR & Outreach).

Dr. Reddy praised the 
event’s organization and the 
institute's commitment to in-
spiring future scientists, call-
ing it a "well-planned move-
ment" to connect students 
with the essence of scientific 
exploration.

Established in 2006 under 
the Ministry of Education, 
IISER Kolkata continues to 
drive excellence in research 
and education, contributing 
significantly to the advance-
ment of science among India’s 
youth.

MI News Service,  
Coochbehar:   Coochbehar's 
Ambari Dhaniram High 
School hosted a deeply 
moving felicitation cere-
mony in honour of retired 
teacher Subhash Chandra 
Roy, celebrating his de-
cades of tireless dedication 
and service to the institu-
tion. The event, reported 
by Tapash Roy, captured 
the heartfelt tributes paid 
by students and staff alike 
to a teacher who left an 
enduring legacy. The pro-
gramme was presided over 
by Dr. Ashutosh Dutta, the 
Assistant Headmaster and 
recipient of the prestigious 
Shiksharatna Award, who 
has also been honoured 
with the ‘Bharat Shikshak 
Samman’ by the princi-
pal branch of the Bharat 
Sevashram Sangha.

The event saw the par-
ticipation of all teachers, 

non-teaching staff, and stu-
dents, who came together to 
express their deep respect, 
love, and gratitude toward 
their beloved teacher. In 
those touching farewell 
moments, the entire school 
family came together on 
one stage, creating a rare 
and reverent ambiance that 
reflected the immense love 
and admiration for a truly 
dedicated educator.

MI News Service,  
Purulia:   West Bengal is set to 
join India's rare earth mining 
map with the Geological Sur-
vey of India (GSI) conducting 
advanced exploration in Pu-
rulia district, a senior official 
said.

Although the rare earth de-
posit in Purulia is relatively 
small, the development is sig-
nificant as India looks to re-
duce dependence on imports 
of critical minerals essential 
for electric vehicles (EVs), elec-
tronics, and renewable energy 
technologies.

"G2-level exploration is un-
derway in two blocks - one in 
Karbi Anglong district of As-
sam and the other in Purulia, 
West Bengal," GSI Director 
General Asit Saha said on the 
sidelines of the Assocham-or-
ganised 3rd edition of Minerals 
and Mining conclave.

He added that these blocks 
are expected to be ready for 
auction within a year.

The G2 stage represents an 
advanced level of exploration, 
providing a fairly high degree 
of confidence in the resource 
estimation. Upon completion, 
the findings will be submitted 
to the respective state mines 
departments and the Union 
Ministry of Mines for further 

action, Saha said.
While GSI has not identified 

specific rare earth elements in 
these locations yet, Saha said 
the deposits typically consist of 
a "basket of 14-17 rare earth 
minerals," making the ex-
traction and processing techni-
cally challenging.

He noted that India has dis-
covered promising vanadium 
deposits - another critical min-
eral - in the lower Himalayan 
belt.

"We have very good vanadi-
um resources in the Himalayan 
region, which are essential for 
energy storage and alloy pro-
duction," Saha said.

According to him, nearly 50 
per cent of ongoing early-stage 
exploration projects in the 
country are focused on rare 
earth elements, reflecting their 
growing strategic importance.

However, operationalisation 
of mines faces challenges, in-
cluding land acquisition issues, 
environmental clearances, and 
lack of private sector interest.

Separately, Union Heavy 
Industries Minister H D Ku-
maraswamy on Friday an-
nounced that the central gov-
ernment will soon launch a Rs 
1,345 crore scheme to boost 
manufacture of rare earth 
magnets domestically.

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata:   The Travel & Tourism 
Fair (TTF) Kolkata 2025, 
India’s premier B2B trav-
el trade event, became the 
hub of tourism interactions 
for Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) 
and West Bengal as Jammu 
& Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah inaugurated 
the event at Biswa Bangla 
Mela Prangan, Kolkata. Well-
known for its age-old tradi-
tion of forming business rela-
tionships in the travel sector, 
TTF Kolkata has been a 
very helpful networking and 
co-operation platform for a 
very long time now. With a 
focus, in particular, on the 
growth of tourism, sustain-
ability, and people’s partici-
pation, the fair gets the ideal 
platform to showcase J&K’s 
metamorphosis as a year-
round, allsegment tourist 
destination.

In his maiden address, the 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
emphasized the significance 
of TTF Kolkata as a key plat-
form of cooperation for the 
two states, citing the poten-
tial of forging stronger cul-
turo-economic ties through 
tourism. He explained that 
the event would encourage 
all the stakeholders, i.e., the 
government entities and the 
private sector, to contribute 
to the joint progress of the 
tourist sector, positioning 
West Bengal and J&K as key 
players in the global tourist 
circuit.

This cooperation assumes 
a strong significance for 
J&K. While the state rapidly 
rebounds from the losses of 
the past several decades, the 
state’s tourist sector has been 
through a complete trans-
formation. Jammu & Kash-
mir, which was considered 
a destination for restricted 
seasonal tourist arrivals, now 
finds itself acquiring a new 
reputation as a year-round 
destination for a wide array 
of segments, such as adven-
ture enthusiasts and nature 
enthusiasts, as well as cul-
ture enthusiasts and luxury 
visitors. That such a trans-
formation was taking place 
was what Omar Abdullah, a 
strong votary of sustainable 
tourism, desired to convey to 
the travel and trade profes-
sionals at TTF Kolkata.

It was attended by several 
dignitaries, including the Ad-
visor to the CM, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Additional Chief Sec-
retary to CM Dheeraj Gupta, 
and others, reflecting their 
solidarity with J&K’s partici-
pation at TTF Kolkata 2025. 

There were 500+ exhibitors 
representing 25+ states of In-
dia and 14+ international na-
tions, a significant achieve-
ment of J&K’s joint effort to 
promote the state’s potential 
as a tourist destination to the 
international audience.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah pointed out the way 
the J&K tourist sector had 
transformed itself from a sea-
sonal resort to a year-round 
destination. During the last 
two years, the state has made 
significant efforts towards 
infrastructure, accessibility, 
and security, thereby becom-
ing all the more attractive to 
the domestic as well as the 
international tourist.

At the center of such evo-
lution are J&K’s concerted 
efforts at diversifying the 
tourist attractions of the 
state. Heralded until now for 
breathtaking sights such as 
Srinagar’s Dal Lake and the 
pilgrim town of Amarnath, 
the state has broadened the 
spectrum of their attraction 
to include off-beat tourist 
centers such as Gurez, Ban-
gus, Bhaderwah, Sanasar, 
Doodhpathri, and Basohli. 
Each such off-beat destina-
tion gradually takes a higher 
place, embracing a new seg-
ment of adventurers ready to 
venture off the mass tourist 
beaten tracks.

The region’s focus on ad-
venture tourism has been 
a part of the redefinition of 
the area as well. With snowy 
mountains, alpine lakes, and 
long trekking routes, J&K has 
become a major destination 
for adventure activities like 
skiing, trekking, mountain-
eering, and exploration of 
alpine lakes. Also, the rising 
trend of wedding tourism in 
Srinagar and Gulmarg has 
been a new major addition, 
with several celebrity wed-
dings having taken place in 
the area over the past several 
years.

But adventure seekers are 
not the only people flock-
ing to the region. J&K has 
spent a lot of money on the 

upgradation of golf tourist 
infrastructure, and interna-
tional-standard golf courses 
at Gulmarg, Pahalgam, Sri-
nagar, and Jammu are at-
tracting international golfers. 
Varying offerings like these 
have fortified the region’s 
appeal among varying tourist 
segments, positioning J&K as 
an all-segment destination 
further.

One of the brightest pros-
pects of Jammu & Kashmir’s 
policy for tourism is the push 
towards Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences, and Exhibitions 
(MICE) tourism. Cognizant of 
the untapped potential of the 
state in the sector, Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah outlined 
the way J&K seeks to emerge 
as a significant MICE desti-
nation. With the breathtak-
ing landscapes, rich history, 
and improved infrastructure, 
the state hopes to cash in on 
the highly lucrative MICE 
segment, attracting business 
tourists, meetings, and incen-
tive groups from the farthest 
reaches of the world.

Omar Abdullah further 
cited the rising importance 
of rural-based community 
tourism endeavors, such as 
the rising trend of homestays 
in rural J&K. “We are par-
ticularly encouraging wom-
en-managed homestays in 
rural districts such as Kup-
wara and Ganderbal,” he 
elaborated. Such endeavors 
are intended to promote in-
clusive growth while em-
powering rural communities, 
particularly women, through 
a sustainable livelihood 
source. Furthermore, the 
J&K Homestay Initiative’s 
achievement, which brought 
national attention and 
awards at various occasions, 
reflects the state’s promotion 
of rural community partici-
pation in tourism.

Sustainable and Inclusive 
Tourism: Toward a Shared 
Future

Chief Minister Abdullah 
reinforced J&K’s focus on 
inclusive development and 
sustainability for the days to 

come. He signaled that tour-
ism today in the state is not 
just about receiving a big 
number of people, but about 
generating a model which 
ensures economic benefit 
while preserving the envi-
ronment and culture. “Our 
model for tourism relies on 
sustainability, people’s par-
ticipation, and conservation 
of heritage,” he remarked, 
citing the state’s commitment 
to responsible tourism.

Through various initiatives 
under the “Travel for LIFE” 
program, which seeks to pro-
mote awareness about the 
adoption of sustainable tour-
ism practices, J&K is moving 
significant strides forward 
towards the development 
of environmentally friendly 
tourism. In addition, J&K’s 
focus on experiential and 
niche tourism, like wellness, 
rural, and cultural trail tour-
ism, complements interna-
tional trends toward deeper 
authenticity and immersion 
when taking trips.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, during the valedic-
tory, urged the delegates, 
investors, and travel stake-
holders to visit Jammu & 
Kashmir and witness the 
tourist potential of the State 
themselves. “J&K has been a 
favorite destination for all the 
people of Eastern India,” he 
urged everyone to rediscover 
the new things the State now 
has to offer.

The TTF Kolkata 2025 
served as a forceful remind-
er of the connector character 
of tourism, which connects 
places while enabling eco-
nomic as well as cultural 
interactions. With J&K and 
West Bengal joining hands, 
the future of tourism holds 
much promise, and the two 
states could reap a two-sid-
ed benefit through increased 
cooperation. Apart from 
highlighting J&K’s staggering 
potential, the fair served as 
a reminder to all the stake-
holders about the rising sig-
nificance of the east-Indian 
marketplace within the na-
tional as well as the interna-
tional tourist circuits. As TTF 
Kolkata 2025 continues to be 
the beacon for travel profes-
sionals, industry leaders, and 
stakeholders, the event con-
tinues to be the best platform 
for the ongoing reposition-
ing of the Indian travel and 
tourism sector, which seeks 
to balance tradition with 
modernization, sustainability 
with economic development, 
and societal health with glo-
balization.
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State Minister Aroop Biswas visited the 'Barasat Vidyasagar Krirangan' in Barasat on Friday. Earlier, the field had Astroturf, which is now banned by FIFA. Therefore, work is currently underway 
to replace it with natural grass, along with other infrastructure improvements in the stadium. The Minister inspected the progress of the ongoing work. Approximately 80% of the stadium work 
has been completed, and it is expected that all work will be finished by August. All types of games are likely to resume from the second week of September. MP Partha Bhowmik, Minister Rathin 
Ghosh, District Council President Narayan Goswami, and IFA President Ajit Banerjee were also present.

On the occasion of the first temple foundation day of the Alipurduar branch of the 
Dakshineswar Ramakrishna Sangha Adyapith Temple, a day-long distribution of Puja, Hom, 
Vastra, and Prasad was organized, along with a Dharma Sabha on the theme of harmony among 
religions and universal brotherhood, coinciding with Guru Purnima. Udayan Guha, Minister in-
charge of the North Bengal Development Department, Government of West Bengal; Alipurduar 
MLA and Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee Suman Kanjilal; Dr. Nirmal Majhi; 
Brahmachari Mural Bhai; prominent social worker Pappu Kar; and other notable personalities 
were present. Brahmachari Mural Bhai stated that the Adyapith Temple, established by Annada 
Thakur, now has branches across India and in various countries around the world. He expressed 
hope that the temple will continue to grow through its religious and social service work in the 
coming days. It is worth mentioning that a proposal was made to Minister Udayan Guha to pave 
a major road adjacent to the temple. He accepted the proposal, announced that the road would 
be completed by December, and personally donated ₹1 lakh towards the temple’s development.

General Secretary of CPI(ML) Liberation, Dipankar Bhattacharya, addressed a press conference 
raising concerns over voter disenfranchisement and the loss of citizenship rights, drawing in-
sights from Bihar and expressing apprehensions for Bengal, at the Kolkata Press Club on Friday.
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Mining vital to 
India’s growth and 
energy future: 
Ajay Tewari

SMPK and Adani
ports join hands 
to restore 
Kumartuli Ghat

TMC enforces strict discipline
ahead of 2026 assembly polls

Ex CJIs Khehar, Chandrachud appear...

Death toll in Gujarat bridge collapse...

22 Naxalites with bounty of Rs 37.5 lakh...

BJP attempting to hijack elections in...

Forest department job scam worth
crores: Man arrested for forgery

Bangladeshi National nabbed for
possessing multiple fake aadhaar cards 

West Bengal orders state-wide bridge 
inspections after Gujarat tragedy 

MI News Service, Kolkata: With the cru-
cial 2026 West Bengal Assembly elections
on the horizon, the Trinamool Congress
has launched a state-wide disciplinary re-
view, extending from district to booth
level. The party’s top leadership is leaving
no room for internal dissent, making it
abundantly clear that factionalism and in-
discipline will not be tolerated under any
circumstances.

In recent weeks, the party has initi-
ated a rigorous screening process across
all organisational tiers. Whether the com-
plaints emerge from the grassroots or the
upper echelons, the party is addressing
them through showcause notices, direct
summons to Trinamool Bhavan, or cor-

rective counsel. The message is unam-
biguous—unity is paramount, and individ-
ual ambitions must not eclipse collective
goals. Sources confirm that the leadership
believes there is no structural weakness
in the party’s organisation. Rather, certain
individuals are attempting to exploit
minor grievances to further personal in-
terests, resulting in unwarranted intra-
party accusations. This, they assert,
damages the party’s public image and will
not be condoned.

State party president Subrata Bakshi,
responding to recent incidents, issued a
stern directive: “Everyone must adhere to
party discipline. No one is above the party.
Our supreme leader is Mamata Banerjee,

and the party functions through her re-
lentless efforts and the organisational
support of Abhishek Banerjee. If there’s
any issue, the leadership discusses it in-
ternally and chalks out the future strat-
egy. Manufacturing conflict for petty gains
is unacceptable.”

Preparations are already in full swing
for the party’s flagship event on July 21 at
Dharmatala, where Mamata Banerjee is
expected to lay down the roadmap for the
upcoming election battle. Thousands of
workers from North Bengal and other dis-
tricts are scheduled to arrive in Kolkata
ahead of the event, with accommodation
and logistics being carefully coordinated
by senior leaders. Simultaneously, the

party’s disciplinary committee is intensi-
fying its scrutiny. Those found guilty of de-
fiance are being firmly reminded of their
obligations to the party’s code of conduct.

Post July 21, the Trinamool Congress
will officially begin its ground-level prepa-
rations for the 2026 polls. SubrataBakshi
himself is expected to undertake district
tours, while in some cases, district leaders
will be summoned to the party headquar-
ters. The central message is unmistak-
able: no leader—irrespective of
stature—can defy the high command’s di-
rectives or indulge in factionalism. The
party must present a united front to pre-
vent opposition forces from exploiting any
internal rifts.
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However, his opinion is not
without notes of caution
over some of the bill's fea-
tures or the likely implica-
tions if it is to be enacted.

Chandrachud has ap-
peared to share the con-
cern that simultaneous
elections could margin-
alise smaller or regional
parties due to the domi-
nance of better-resourced
national parties, saying it
is a significant policy as-
pect that warrants legisla-
tive attention.

He said, "To ensure a
level playing field among
political parties, the rules
governing electoral cam-
paigning, particularly
those relating to campaign
finance, must be strength-
ened."

While the Representa-
tion of the People Act,
1951 and the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961, im-
pose ceilings on the
amount a candidate may

spend during the election
campaign, there are no
corresponding limits on
the expenditure incurred
by political parties them-
selves, he noted.

This gap in regulation
weighs in the electoral
process towards parties
with greater financial re-
sources, he said.

As the bill says that the
term of a House elected
after a midterm poll will be
only for the remainder of
the five year term, Chan-
drachud has said the abil-
ity of the government to
take any meaningful proj-
ect will be minimised if its
tenure is only of a year or
less as the Model Code of
Conduct will come into
force around six months
before the next polls.

Several MPs in the
panel have also raised this
point about the likely pri-
orities and strength of a
government elected for a
short period. 
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have taken place in Gu-
jarat since 2021. In De-
cember 2021, a slab
collapsed during the con-
struction of the Mumat-
pura flyover on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad
city. Nobody was injured in
the incident.

In October 2022, as
many as 135 persons were
killed when a British-era
suspension bridge over the
Machchhu river in Morbi
town collapsed. Over 200
tourists were present on
the bridge at that time.

In June 2023, a newly-
built bridge on the Mind-
hola river in the Tapi
district collapsed. No one
was hurt in the accident.

In September 2023,
four persons were injured
after a portion of an old
bridge on the Bhogavo
river in Surendranagar
district collapsed when a
40-ton dumper was navi-

gating it near Wadhwan
city.

In October 2023, two
persons sitting in an au-
torickshaw died after six
concrete girders or slabs,
which were installed on
the pillars of an under-
construction bridge near
the RTO Circle in Palanpur
town of Banaskantha, col-
lapsed. In August 2024, a
small bridge on the
Bhogavo river connecting
Habiyasar village with
Chotila town in Suren-
dranagar district collapsed
after a sudden rise in
water following discharge
from an overflowing dam.
No casualties were re-
ported in the incident.

Incidentally, the inci-
dent of this massive bridge
collapse in Vadodara has
come close in the heels of
an Air India Boeing Drean-
liner place crash in
Ahmedabad killing as
many as 270  people in
June this year.  
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within the organisation.
Many cited the exploita-
tion of tribal communities
and the hollow promises
of leadership as reasons
for abandoning the move-
ment. One of the most
prominent figures to sur-
render was Area Com-
mander Sukhlal, who
carried a bounty of Rs
eight lakh . He surren-
dered alongside his wife,
also a Naxalite cadre.
The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's surrender and re-
habilitation policy played
a crucial role in encour-
aging the move.Under

this initiative, surren-
dered Naxalites are pro-
vided financial
assistance, housing, and
vocational training to
help them reintegrate
into society. Each of the
22 individuals received
an immediate relief pack-
age and will be eligible
for further support as per
the policy guidelines. Se-
curity forces, including
the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police and Border Secu-
rity Force, have intensi-
fied operations in
Narayanpur, leading to
increased pressure on
Maoist groups.
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election, the Election Com-
mission has started a new
conspiracy. The Election
Commission is working for
the BJP, not doing its own
job," the Congress leader
said. "Between the Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra, one
crore new voters ap-
peared, but no one knows
who these voters were or
where they came from. We

have repeatedly told the
Election Commission – give
us the voter list, give us the
video, but the Election
Commission is not provid-
ing them. These people
also want to steal Bihar’s
election, but we will never
let that happen," he
added.This comes amid a
row over poll body special
intensive revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar just
months ahead of assembly
elections.

Pedestrians brave the rain with umbrellas as they cross a street during a monsoon downpour at Esplanade in Kolkata on
Friday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant step toward
cultural preservation and
civic rejuvenation, Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata (SMPK), signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Adani
Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ)
on 11 July 2025 for the re-
development and beautifi-
cation of the historic
KumartuliGhat under SMP
Kolkata’s Swachhata Ini-
tiative. The MoU was
signed at the SMPK Head
Office in the presence of
Rathendra Raman, Chair-
man, SMPK;  SubratTripa-
thy, President, Business
Development, APSEZ;
Sanjay K. Thade, Consult-
ant, APSEZ;  SamratRahi,
Deputy Chairman, SMPK;
and other senior officials.

The Initiative aims to
revitalize KumartuliGhat—
a site synonymous with
Bengal’s iconic idol-mak-
ing tradition—while ensur-
ing environmental and
heritage compliance. The

redevelopment will incor-
porate sustainable prac-
tices, enhancing the ghat’s
utility for artisans, resi-
dents, and tourists.

Speaking at the cere-
mony,  Rathendra Raman
remarked, “Kumartu-
liGhat is a living emblem of
Bengal’s cultural legacy.
Through our collaboration
with Adani Ports, we’re
restoring not just a physi-
cal space, but an emo-
tional and artistic
landmark that defines
Kolkata.”

SubratTripathy of
APSEZ Ltd. Expressed
pride in the partnership,
stating, “Renovating a her-
itage site so integral to
Kolkata’s identity is an ho-
nour for Adani Ports. We
are committed to preserv-
ing its sanctity while mak-
ing it cleaner and more
accessible.” The project is
expected to serve as a
model for heritage-led
urban regeneration and
private-public cooperation
in civic improvement.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The mining sector is cen-
tral to India’s energy secu-
rity and development
ambitions, said Ajay
Tewari, IAS, Additional
Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Assam, at the 3rd
Minerals and Mining Con-
clave 2025, hosted by AS-
SOCHAM. “Assam, rich in
rare earths and critical
minerals, is emerging from
decades of unrest. Four-
teen MOUs in mining were
signed during the Advan-
tage Assam Summit—
translating potential into
progress,” he stated.

Tewari underscored
that India will not compro-
mise on growth to meet
Net Zero prematurely:
“Our goal is Viksit Bharat
by 2047 and Net Zero by
2070. Thermal power re-

mains essential—500 GW
of renewable energy is
planned, but brownfield
thermal capacity will
reach 75 GW by 2040.”

AsitSaha, Director
General, GSI, noted 50% of
GSI’s exploration focuses
on rare earths, vital for
EVs and clean energy, es-
pecially in Assam and the
Northeast.

Dr.PukhrajNenival ,
Controller of Mines (East
Zone), IBM, emphasized
that critical minerals are
now a strategic pillar, not
a support sector. The fu-
ture lies in low-carbon,
sustainable mining.

San j i vGaner iwa la ,
Chairman, ASSOCHAM
Mining Council, reaffirmed
mining's 10% GDP contri-
bution and pivotal role in
India’s green future.

Rathendra Raman, Chairman, SMP Kolkata, along with Sub-
rat Tripathy, President – Business Development, APSEZ Ltd.;
Sanjay K. Thade, Consultant, APSEZ Ltd.; Samrat Rahi,
Deputy Chairman, SMP Kolkata; and other senior officials
from both APSEZ Ltd. and SMP Kolkata, held a meeting dur-
ing which Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMPK)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Adani
Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ) for the rede-
velopment, restoration, and beautification of the historic Ku-
martuli Ghat—marking a landmark initiative under the
Swachhata Drive of SMP Kolkata, in Kolkata on Friday.

Omar Abdullah, Chief Minister of Jammu & Kashmir, was
presented with a memento by Priti A Sureka, Senior Vice
President, and Munish Jhajharia, Vice President of the Mer-
chants’ Chamber of Commerce & Industry (MCCI), during a
courtesy call held recently in Kolkata. Also present were S.
Roy, DDG, MCCI; Nasir Aslam Wani, Advisor to the Chief Min-
ister; and Dheeraj Gupta, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister of Jammu & Kashmir. During a recent in-
teraction, the MCCI delegation explores investment
prospects in the Union Territory. Omar Abdullah assured full
government support to investors, highlighting the region’s
vast potential across sectors. He also urged the Chamber to
promote J&K as a prime tourist destination, citing West Ben-
gal as the leading contributor to the state’s tourism. The
Chamber proposed hosting an Investor Meet in Srinagar to
strengthen economic ties. Abdullah welcomed the idea and
suggested organizing the event in the fourth week of August,
post the completion of the Amarnath Yatra.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In the
wake of the tragic bridge collapse in
Vadodara, Gujarat, which claimed
the lives of 16 individuals, the West
Bengal government has taken swift
and precautionary action to prevent
a similar catastrophe. The harrow-
ing visuals of the Gambhira Bridge
collapsing into the Mahisagar
River—with vehicles plunging into
the waters—have sent shockwaves
across the nation. In response, West
Bengal’s Public Works Department
(PWD) has initiated a comprehensive
health audit of all bridges across the
state. Administrative sources con-
firm that urgent directives have al-
ready been dispatched to engineers
and officials in every district. Bridges
that are either aged or witness heavy
vehicular traffic will be prioritized in
this inspection drive. The PWD has
confirmed that these structures will
undergo special inspections, and if

structural weaknesses are identified,
immediate repair work will be un-
dertaken. Currently, West Bengal is
home to approximately 2,500
bridges of varying sizes. While the
exact timeline for the completion of
this large-scale inspection remains
uncertain, officials have indicated
that the most vulnerable bridges will
be identified and assessed on an
emergency basis. This move is in-
formed by past tragedies that remain
etched in public memory—most no-
tably, the 31 March 2016 flyover col-
lapse in Posta and the Majerhat
bridge disaster. In both incidents,
sections of bridges collapsed during
peak hours, resulting in multiple fa-
talities and widespread panic. These
events deeply impacted the public
consciousness and led to heightened
scrutiny of urban infrastructure.

Experts have long warned that
with time and exposure to stress,

bridge structures deteriorate. With-
out regular maintenance and inspec-
tions, such degradation can lead to
fatal outcomes. The Gujarat incident
has served as a stark reminder,
prompting West Bengal to act deci-
sively.

Wednesday’s incident in Gujarat
occurred around 8 AM, when the
heavily trafficked Gambhira Bridge
suddenly gave way. Eyewitnesses re-
ported that multiple vehicles—in-
cluding two trucks, an
auto-rickshaw, and several private
cars and motorcycles—plunged into
the river. One truck was left teetering
at the edge of the broken structure.

In light of these events, West
Bengal’s proactive infrastructure re-
view has been deemed both neces-
sary and timely by policy experts and
civil engineers alike, marking a sig-
nificant step in public safety assur-
ance.

Utsahadan Sabha for the Children of Our Police Family" to
be held on 11th July 2025 at Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata, with
dignitaries including Sourav Ganguly and senior officials of
West Bengal Police. on  Friday in Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a startling development,
a Bangladeshi national has
been apprehended for pos-
sessing multiple fake Aad-
haar cards and exhibiting
suspicious activity near
Fort William, the Eastern
Command headquarters of
the Indian Army in
Kolkata. The arrest was
made following joint sur-
veillance and investigation
by Military Intelligence
and the Kolkata Police.

The accused, Identified
as Azim Sheikh, originally
hails from Kalia village in
Narail district of Khulna,
Bangladesh. He allegedly
crossed the India-
Bangladesh border ille-
gally two years ago via
North 24 Parganas, with
the assistance of a human
trafficking network. Ini-
tially settling in Bangaon,
he was later relocated to
Kolkata’s Garden Reach
area by agents who
arranged his accommoda-
tion in an abandoned
housing unit.

Using forged docu-
mentation provided by in-
termediaries, Sheikh
managed to obtain two
Aadhaar cards—each re-
flecting different birth-
dates and addresses.

Remarkably, he also se-
cured a fake Aadhaar
card for his mother, who
he claims was brought to
Kolkata through illegal
channels after his arrival.

What raised red flags
was Sheikh’s repeated loi-
tering near multiple gates
of Fort William over three
consecutive days. CCTV
surveillance footage
showed him attempting to
enter the premises under
various pretexts and lin-
gering around the perime-
ter wall, prompting
immediate attention from
military authorities.

Military Intelligence
operatives, suspecting a
potential security breach,
initiated a shadowing op-
eration. Upon detaining
Sheikh, they recovered
both forged Aadhaar
cards from his possession.
While he claimed his ac-
tions stemmed purely
from “curiosity,” officials
are not ruling out espi-
onage, particularly given
the strategic sensitivity of
the area.

His mobile phone Is
currently under forensic
examination to trace his
communication history
and possible links to other
individuals or networks.

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
high-stakes job fraud has
come to light involving
counterfeit appointment let-
ters for Group D posts in the
Forest Departm”nt, with the
scam amounting”to several
crores. In a significant de-
velopment, SukumarMon-
dal, a resident of Malda,
was arrested by officers of
the Bidhannagar North Po-
lice Station in Salt Lake on
charges of orchestrating the
fraudulent operation.

According to police
sources, the case was trig-
gered on 20 September
2024, when a man arrived
at the Forest Department
office with a purported join-
ing letter. Upon scrutiny, of-
ficials identified the
document as forged. The
discovery prompted an im-
mediate formal complaint
at the Bidhannagar North
Police Station, leading to a
comprehensive investiga-
tion.



For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

04

Miscellaneous
Kolkata, Saturday

12 July 2025

Name Change
I, Shyam Sunder Sharma S/o. Lak-
shmi Narayan Sharma Residing at
Boxiram Marowary Lane, Borehat,
PO-Nutanganj, PS-Burdwan, Dis-
trict- Purba Bardhaman, Pin-
713102 have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Shyam Sundar Sharma as declared
before the Notary Public at Purba
Bardhaman vide affidavit no 733
Dated 07.07.2025. Shyam Sunder
Sharma and Shyam Sundar Sharma
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I,Saugat Khan (Old Name), Son Of
Hasmat Ali,Residing At Vill -
Mushapur,Po - Kaijuri,Ps - Ulube-
ria,Howrah - 711316,Have Chan
ged My Name And Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Sabdar Khan(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Ld 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate At Kolkata On 11/07/2025.
That Saugat Khan And Sabdar
Khan Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Govind Masram (old name) S/O
Kishor Masram, residing at
Triveni B,1C, 1ST Floor, Shristi
Nagar, Asansol, P.O.- Asansol,
P.S.- Asansol(S), Dist.- Paschim
Bardhaman, Pin- 713305, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Govind Kishor Masram
(new name), as declared before
the notary public at Asansol, vide
an affidavit SL No. 05/2025 dated
08/07/2025. Govind Kishor Mas-
ram (new name) and Govind Mas-
ram (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SABIR ALI (old name) son of
TAHER ALI SEKH, residing at
MOYNA, PO JAUGRAM, JAMALA-
PUR, PURBA BARDHAMAN-
713166, W.B, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as SABIR ALI SEKH (new
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 11/07/2025. SABIR
ALI SEKH (new name) and SABIR
ALI (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Masud Hossain Sarkar S/o. Liyakat
Hossain Sarkar R/o. Sargaria,
Mahipalpur, Balagarh, Hooghly-
712146, W.B. declared that my fa-
ther Liyakat Hossain Sarkar &
Liaquat Hossain Sarkar both are the
same & one identical person vide an
affidavit no. 5840, sworn before Ju-
dicial Magistrate, Sadar, Hooghly
Court, dated 10/07/2025.

Name Change
I, Raoshan Mali son of Haji A Mahin
Mali (old name of my and father),
residing at Madhya Malipara, P.O.-
Bartala, P.S.- Rabindranagar, Dist.-
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700018, W.B,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Row-
shan Mali son of Abdul Mohin Mali
(new name of my and father), as de-
clared before the Ld. 1st Class Judi-
cial Magistrate at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit No. 1597 dated 08/07/2025.
Rowshan Mali son of Abdul Mohin
Mali (new name) and Raoshan Mali
son of Haji A Mahin Mali both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hurunnesa Begam wife of
Raoshan Mali, declare that my hus-
band said name Raoshan Mali (old
name), residing at Madhya Malipara,
P.O.- Bartala, P.S.- Rabindranagar,
Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700018,
W.B, India, have changed my his
name and he shall henceforth be
known as Rowshan Mali (new
name), as declared before the Ld. 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit No. 1596 dated
08/07/2025. Rowshan Mali (new
name) and Raoshan Mali both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, MD JASMIN ALI, D.O.B-
07.02.1960, S/o of Md.  Keramat Ali,
resident of Chhoto Sujapur (
Madrasha Para), P.O Chotto Sujapur,
P.S; kaliachak , Dist: Maldah, Pin-
732206 do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare  that my Aadhar card
being no. 5133 4041 4818 and Md
Keramat Ali is my father and it is its
bonafide name as per my indentify
documents, but whose name has
been wrongly recorded as Keramat
Ali instead of Md. Keramat Ali in my
online registration Passport being
application ref. No. 24.1013127461
file No.CAA067081216724. By an af-
fidavit before the Notary Public
Malda on 08.07.2025 that Md.  Kera-
mat Ali and Keramat Ali is the same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Prerna Sharma W/o. Shyam Sun-
dar Sharma Residing at Boxiram
Marowary Lane, Borehat, PO-Nu-
tanganj, PS-Burdwan, District-Purba
Bardhaman- 713102 have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Prerana Sharma as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Purba Bardhaman vide affidavit no
734 Dated 07.07.2025. Prerna
Sharma and Prerana Sharma both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Tun Tuni Pal, spouse of No.
13865215N  Rank Ex NK (TS) Name
Ram Chandra Pal resident of Vill.-
Boura, P.O.- Pindira-Boura, PS.-
Katwa Dist.-Purba Burdwan (WB),
Pin- 713143 have change my Name
from Tun Tuni Pal to Tuntuni Pal
vide Affidavit dated 10.07.2025 be-
fore in Court of Ld. Sub Divisional
Executive Magistrate (1st Class)
Katwa (Purba Bardhaman)

Name Change
I, Dhruba Chakraborty S/o. Surendra
Kr. Chakraborty & Shyamangini
Chakraborty R/o. 669, Balagarh
Road, Chinsurah, Hooghly-712103
declared that my name has been
stated in my Porcha (which Dist.
Hooghly, P.S. Chinsurah, Mouza Bal-
agarh, Block Mogra-Chinsurah,
Khatian No. 522, Dag No. 1554) as
Dhrubaranjan Chakraborty S/o.
Surendramohan. Dhruba Chakra
borty & Dhrubaranjan Chakra borty
S/o. Surendra Kr. Chakraborty/ SK
Chakraborty/ Surendramohan
Chakraborty/ Surendramohan and
Shyamangini Chakraborty are same
and identical name of mine & my fa-
ther & my mother, vide an affidavit
no. 13386, sworn before Judicial
Magistrate, Alipore, 24 Pgs.(S), dated
03/07/2025.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SEIKH MAFIK S/o-
ABED SEKH, Residing at,  Vill- Ma-
halandi,  Post- Mahalandi, Ps- Kandi,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742180,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare that
I have Changed my name from
SEIKH MAFIK To   MAFIKTULLA SK
(New name) and hence forth I Shall
be Known as (New name) MAFIK-
TULLA SK in all purpose Vide an af-
fidavit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshidabad
On 10 July 2025, MAFIKTULLA SK
and SEIKH MAFIK both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) RASHID & SK RASHID
S/o- LATE SEKH RAFIK, Residing at,
Vill- Mohanpur(Imarat Hosen Tola),
Post- Khaskol, Ps- Englishbazar,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732209, West Ben-
gal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from RASHID &
SK RASHID To   SEKH RASHID (New
name) and hence forth I Shall be
Known as (New name) SEKH
RASHID in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit Sworn before the notary public
at Berhampore Murshidabad On 10
July 2025, SEKH RASHID and
RASHID & SK RASHID both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Barnita Shetty (Old Name),Wife Of
Suvam Chatterjee,Residing At 13
Elias Road Agarpara,Po - Ka-
marhati,Ps - Khardah, North 24
parganas - 700058,West Bengal,
Have Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Barnita
Chatterjee (New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 11/07/2025.
That Barnita Shetty And Barnita
Chatterjee Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Ishfaque Alam(Old Name),
S/O Mohammad Azam Uddin,R/O
74,Dr,Abani Dutta Road, Po-
Howrah, Ps-Golabari, Howrah-711
101, West Bengal, Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Mohammad Asfaque
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 09/07/2025, That Md
Ishfaque Alam And Mohammad
Asfaque All Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I Pradip Roy (Old Name),S/O Dilip
Kumar Roy,R/O Bhatar Bajar,R.K
Pally,Kulchanda,Purba Bardhaman
- 713125, West Bengal,Have Chan
ged My Name And Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Pradip Kumar Roy
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 11/07/2025, That Pradip Roy And
Pradip Kumar Roy All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Momtajur Rahman Mondal And
Momtajur Rahman Mondal (Old
Name),S/O Kuddus Ali Mondal,R/O
Uttar Panchpota,Po-Godpukuria,
Bagdah,North 24 Parganas -
743710, West Bengal,Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Momtajur Rahaman
Mandal (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 11/07/2025,That
Momtajur Rahman Mondal & Mom-
tajur Rahman Mondal And Momta-
jur Rahaman Mandal All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Under Rozgar Mela, PM to distribute 
more than 51,000 appointment letters
to newly appointed youth in Government  
departments and  organisations on 12 July
MI News Service, Delhi:
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi will distribute
more than 51,000 appoint-
ment letters to newly ap-
pointed youth in various
Government departments
and organisations on 12th
July at around 11:00 AM via
video conferencing. He will
also address the appointees
on the occasion.

Rozgar Mela is a step to-
wards fulfilment of Prime
Minister’s commitment to

accord highest priority to
employment generation.
The Rozgar Mela will play a
significant role in providing
meaningful opportunities to
the youth for their empow-
erment and participation in
nation building. More than
10 lakh recruitment letters
have been issued so far
through the Rozgar Melas
across the country.

The 16th Rozgar Mela
will be held at 47 locations
across the country. The re-

cruitments are taking place
across Central Government
Ministries and Depart-
ments. The new recruits,
selected from across the
country, will be joining the
Ministry of Railways, Min-
istry of Home Affairs, De-
partment of Posts, Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare,
Department of Financial
Services, Ministry of Labour
& Employment among
other departments and
ministries.

Cancellation of EMU
locals For Track
Maintenance Work
in Howrah Division
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Due to track maintenance
work on UP Main line in
Barddhaman station limit
over Howrah division, fol-
lowing EMU locals will re-
main cancelled on
13.7.2025 (Sunday):-

CANCELLATION ON
13.7.2025 (SUNDAY)

From Howrah: 36811,
37811, 37211

From Bandel: 37781,
37783, 37785

From Barddhaman:
37782, 37786, 36822,
37824, 37826

ER to run Shravani Mela Special 
Train between Madhupur & Banaras

Metro to run 72
services on 
Purple Line
from 14.07.2025
(Monday)

FIRST SERVICE AT
07.57 HRS.

LAST SERVICE AT 20.15
HRS.
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Good news for Metro com-
muters! Purple Line Metro
services between Joka and
Majerhat are increasing
again. To meet the demand
of commuters, Metro Rail-
way Authorities are going to
increase Metro services and
service hours on the Purple
Line between Joka and Ma-
jerhat Metro stations from
14.07.2025 (Monday). 

A total of 72 services (36
UP + 36 DN) on this stretch
will be operated at an inter-
val of 21 minutes (instead of
24 minutes) from that day.
At present, 62 services (31
UP + 31 DN) are being oper-
ated daily from Monday to
Friday on Purple Line. Serv-
ice hours on this Corridor
are also going to increase to
07.57 hrs to 20:32 hrs in-
stead of 07:57 hrs to 20:17
hrs.There will be no services
on Saturdays & Sundays as
usual.

FIRST SERVICE
From Majerhat: At

07.57 hrs (No Change)
From Joka: At 08.00 hrs

(No Change)
LAST SERVICE
From Joka: At 20.15 hrs

(instead of 20.00 hrs)
From Majerhat: At

20.15 hrs (instead of 20.00
hrs) 

Special train to run between
Malda & SMVB Bengaluru

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To clear the extra rush of
passengers, Railway has de-
cided to run a special train
between Malda Town &
SMVB Bengaluru. Eastern
Railway remains committed
to prioritizing passenger
comfort and convenience.
By proactively addressing
passenger needs and intro-
ducing the special train,
Eastern Railway reaffirms
its dedication to providing
quality transportation serv-
ices and ensuring a positive
travel experience for all
passengers. The decision to
introduce the special train
aims to alleviate the extra
rush of passengers and en-
sure smooth and convenient
travel. By offering addi-
tional train services, East-
ern Railway aims to ensure
that passengers have access
to adequate transportation
facilities, thereby enhancing

their travel experience and
meeting their evolving
needs. 06565 SMVB Ben-
galuru -Malda Town Special
will leave SMVB Bengaluru
at 23:40 hrs. on 13.7.2025
to reach Malda town at
16:30 hrs. on the 3rd day
and 06566 Malda Town -
SMVB Bengaluru Special
will leave Malda Town at
16:00 hrs. on 16.7.2025 to
reach SMVB Bengaluru at
12:45 hrs. on the 3rd day.
The train will stop at 28 sta-
tions including New
Farakka, Rampurhat,
Bolpur, Barddhaman &
Dankuni stations over East-
ern Railway jurisdiction in
both directions enroute. The
train will have general sec-
ond class, sleeper class &
Air-Conditioned accommo-
dations. The booking of
06566 Malda Town - SMVB
Bengaluru Special is avail-
able through PRS & internet.

More EMU Specials for 
Shravani Mela at Tarakeswar
MI News Service, Kolkata:
To cope up with the ex-
pected excessive rush of pil-
grims during Shravani Mela
at Tarakeswar, Eastern
Railway’s Howrah division
has further planned to run
additional 4 pair
Tarakeswar – Seoraphuli –
Tarakeswar EMU special
and one pair Howrah –
Tarakeswar – Howrah EMU
special (in addition to time
tabled service as well as
special train services which
was informed earlier) on all
Sundays, Mondays and
other festive days i.e.
13.7.2025, 14.7.2025,
20.7.2025, 21.7.2025,
27.7.2025, 28.7.2025,
29.7.2025, 3.8.2025,
4.8.2025, 9.8.2025,
10.8.2025, 11.8.2025,
15.8.2025, 16.8.2025,
17.8.2025 & 18.8.2025.
These EMU specials will
stop at all stations enroute.

Tarakeswar – Seora-

phuli EMU special will leave
Tarakeswar at 01:00 hrs.,
03:10 hrs., 12:20 hrs. &
17:30 hrs. to reach Seora-
phuli at 01:50 hrs., 04:00
hrs., 13:10 hrs. & 18:20 hrs.
respectively and Seoraphuli
– Tarakeswar EMU special
will leave Seoraphuli at
02:00 hrs., 04:10 hrs., 15:15
hrs. & 18:30 hrs. to reach
Tarakeswar at 02:50 hrs.,
05:00 hrs., 16:05 hrs. &
19:20 hrs. respectively.

Howrah – Tarakeswar
EMU special will leave
Howrah at 21:35 hrs. to
reach Tarakeswar at 23:05
hrs. and Tarakeswar –
Howrah EMU special will
leave Tarakeswar at 01:45
hrs. to reach Howrah at
03:15 hrs. Moreover, 63501
Howrah – Barddhaman
MEMU local will stop at all
stations between Seoraphuli
& Bandel on the above
mentioned days during
Shravani Mela.

MI News Service, Kolkata: To clear the expected rush of pas-
sengers, Eastern Railway has decided  to run Shravani Mela
special train  between Madhupur & Banaras stations during
Shravani Mela. This special train will offer additional capacity
and flexibility to accommodate the extra rush of passengers
during the Mela  period. 03157 Madhupur – Banaras Shravani
Mela special will leave Madhupur at 12:10 hrs. on every Mon-
day between 14.7.2025 & 4.8.2025 (4 trips) to reach Banaras
at 23:30 hrs. on the same day and 03158 Banaras – Madhupur
Shravani Mela special will leave Banaras at 01:50 hrs. on
every Tuesday between 15.7.2025 & 5.8.2025 (4 trips) to
reach Madhupur at 14:30 hrs. on the same day. The special
train will stop at 15 stations including Jasidih & Simultala sta-
tions over Eastern Railway jurisdiction in both directions en-
route. The train will have general second class coaches.

Devotees perform 'Abhishek' of a 'Shivling' on the first day of the Holy month of 'Shra-
van', in Kanpur.

Kolkata beacons HC Carnival 2025

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata awaits an exciting
lead-up to one of the city’s
most anticipated annual
sporting events the Hin-
dusthan Club (HC) Carni-
val.  The official unveiling
of the T-shirt, Logo, Mas-
cot, Medal, and Trophy for

HC Carnival 2025 has been
done in Kolkata at the club
premises. The theme of the
carnival is tagged “Play,
Perform, Celebrate”. The
festival will run from 26th
July to 3rd August 2025.
This year’s Carnival also
holds special significance

as Hindusthan Club marks
its 80th year. 

Highlight of the Carni-
val is the participation of
prestigious clubs such as
Bengal Rowing Club, Royal
Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC),
Royal Calcutta Turf Club
(RCTC), Bengal Rowing
Club (BRC), Calcutta Pun-
jab Club (CPC), Saturday
Club, Calcutta Swimming
Club (CSC), Dalhousie In-
stitute (DI) etc. These clubs
will compete across an ex-
citing lineup of sports in-
cluding men's and
women's cricket, swim-
ming, pickleball, squash,
darts, chess, carrom, table
tennis, snooker, 9-ball
pool, and many more.

Airtel & Ericsson 
deepen relationship
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Bharti Airtel and Ericsson
(NASDAQ: ERIC) have
deepened their long-stand-
ing relationship with a new
agreement to support
Bharti Airtel’s rollout of
Fixed Wireless Access
(FWA) services in India with
its core network portfolio.
The deployment will en-
hance Airtel core capability
and capacity for Fixed
Wireless Access, thereby el-
evating the customer expe-
rience for Airtel FWA users.
The deployment will en-
hance Airtel core capability
and capacity for Fixed
Wireless Access, thereby el-
evating the customer expe-
rience for Airtel FWA users.

As part of this agree-
ment, Ericsson is introduc-
ing a new platform which
will support higher capacity
with a smaller footprint and
better total cost of owner-
ship. The solution builds on

the previously announced
dual-mode 5G Core solution
deal between Ericsson and
Airtel for 5G packet core
which created a unified and
future-ready network infra-
structure, underpinning
Airtel’s journey to 5G
Standalone (SA).

Randeep Sekhon, CTO,
Bharti Airtel said, “This
strategic implementation is
specifically designed to ac-
commodate rapidly in-
creasing customer data
requirements, ensuring ro-
bust performance and
seamless connectivity even
under peak demand.”  An-
dres Vicente, Head of Mar-
ket Area Southeast Asia,
Oceania and India, Ericsson
says, “Ericsson’s Local
Packet Gateway(LPG) is de-
signed to deliver high per-
formance with efficiency
and scale, making it ideal
for driving Airtel’s 5G FWA
ambitions.”

Cosmic connection 
to Bengal’s growth 
MI News Service, Kolkata: It would not be an aggrandize-
ment of the fact that there is certainly a cosmic connec-
tion to the industrial growth of West Bengal. Taking out
the metaphor from the spirit of deliberations, quite cer-
tainly it’s the contribution of the Cosmic Birla group in
West Bengal that has given a big impetus to the industrial
growth of the state. 

The latest news includes their significant investments
in the electric mobility sector and expansion plans. They
are investing a substantial sum in setting up a new elec-
tric scooter manufacturing plant in Domjur, West Bengal,
aiming for an annual capacity of 12,000 units. Addition-
ally, they are exploring opportunities in electric three-
wheelers and commercial vehicles. This endeavour
would certainly create enormous employment opportu-
nities in West Bengal.  The group also plans to list its au-
tomotive business in the SME bourses to enhance brand
visibility and is actively acquiring companies like Raft
Motors to expand into the e-scooter segment. 

EFFORTS IN NUTSHELL: 
Domjur Manufacturing Plant: A new electric scooter

manufacturing plant is being set up in Domjur, Howrah,
with an annual capacity of 12,000 units. 

Raft Motors Acquisition: The group acquired Raft Mo-
tors to enter the e-scooter market. 

Investment in Bengal: The group plans to invest ₹750
crore in Bengal alone by 2027. 

Overall Investment: A total investment of ₹1200 crore
across India by 2027 is planned. 

Casting Plant: A 25,000 MT casting plant is being set
up at Barjora, West Bengal, catering to railways and de-
fense sectors. 

Bengal: Health services firm 
to invest Rs 150 cr in 2 yrs 

MI News Service, Kolkata: SastaSundar Ventures Ltd is
in the process of investing Rs 150 crore over the next two
years to strengthen its digital healthcare platform and
warehousing infrastructure to make a turnaround and
return to profit in FY'26, a company official said.

The investment will largely be funded through a Rs
145-crore capital pool, created from the Flipkart Health
exit settlement and internal treasury income.

The Kolkata-based online pharmacy ended its part-
nership with Flipkart Health earlier this year and re-
launched its B2C platform under its own brand.

Govt mulls rare
earth magnet
subsidy to boost
EV supply chain
MI News Service, New Delhi:
The union government is ex-
pected to decide on a sub-
sidy scheme to promote
domestic production of rare
earth magnets, a critical
component for electric vehi-
cles (EVs).

This move is vital to
strengthening the supply
chain and attracting invest-
ments, especially after the
government opened applica-
tions for its EV incentive
scheme. Union minister for
heavy industries, H.D. Ku-
maraswamy said that a Hy-
derabad-based company
has committed to delivering
500 tonnes of rare earth
magnets by December. Dis-
cussions are also ongoing
with the mines ministry, and
the final decision on the sub-
sidy scheme is imminent.

Heavy industries min-
istry secretary Kamran Rizvi
said stakeholder consulta-
tions are underway to deter-
mine the level of subsidy,
with industry demands
ranging from 20 per cent to
50 per cent. If the incentive
amount remains below
₹1,000 crore, it can be
cleared by the ministers of
heavy industries and 
finance. 

Reliance building one
of world’s largest
green energy hubs
MI News Service, Mumbai:
Reliance Industries is
building one of the world’s
largest manufacturing
ecosystems for green en-
ergy, said the company’s
chairman Mukesh Ambani,
who likened the bet on
new energy with the com-
pany’s past initiatives in
telecom (4G network roll-
out) and polyester.

“The manufacturing
ecosystem for green and
clean energy covers solar,
batteries, hydrogen, bio-
energy and much more.
This is our contribution to
saving planet earth from
the looming climate crisis,”
Ambani said in an inter-
view with Gautam Kumra,
the chairman of McKin-
sey’s offices in Asia.

Ambani cited RIL’s em-
phasis on building “busi-
nesses of the future”, be it
polyester or 4G, adding
that the biggest risk RIL
has taken so far is Jio.

“At the beginning of
building any new business,
we ask ourselves: “What is
the most critical need for
India’s development, and
how can we fulfil it at scale
and over a long arc of
time?” That remains a fun-
damental piece of Re-
liance,” he told Kumra.
“We also have no hesita-
tion in believing we can
build businesses of the fu-
ture,” he added.

Swiss firm to invest
Rs 45 Cr in Bengal
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Sotefin Bharat, the Indian
arm of Swiss automated
car parking systems com-
pany Sotefin SA, plans to
invest around ₹45 crore in
setting up a manufacturing
plant in Bengal in two
phases. “Bengal will be the
global manufacturing hub.
We will not only cater to
the demand for automatic
car parking systems in the
country but also export to
countries like the US and
UAE, among others. In
phase 1, the investment is
₹25 crore, and in the sec-
ond phase, which is ex-
pected to be complete in
the next one and a half
years, it is ₹20 crore,” Jig-
nesh Sanghavi, director,
Sotefin Bharat said on
Thursday. “Besides having
our office here in Calcutta,
there is a significant
amount of skilled work-
force available in the
state,” said Sanghavi. He
said that once the factory
becomes fully capable, the
company would have a
100 per cent indigenisa-
tion level from around 80
per cent at present. 
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MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar: In yet anoth-
er infrastructure boost to Odi-
sha, Hon’ble Minister of Rail-
ways Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw 
has sanctioned the Cuttack–
Nergundi 4th Line (15.99 km) 
along with a Rail Flyover at 
Nergundi, at an estimated cost 
of ₹802.9 crore. This critical 
infrastructure project aims to 
significantly enhance the ca-
pacity and efficiency of train 
operations in the Howrah–
Chennai mainline section and 
the Cuttack–Paradeep section.

The Cuttack–Nergundi sec-
tion is part of the Howrah–
Chennai High-Density Network 
(HDN). This corridor currently 
faces heavy congestion due to 
traffic from Paradeep Port in-
tersecting the mainline at Cut-
tack. With no direct junction 
arrangements at Cuttack for 
Talcher-bound trains, signifi-
cant delays often occur due to 
surface-level crossings.

The fourth line and rail fly-
over are designed to decon-
gest this corridor by separat-
ing port-bound traffic from the 
mainline routes, particularly 
between Cuttack and Dhenk-
anal. This will help reduce de-
tention of passenger and Mail/

Express trains in the mainline 
section operating to and from 
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar.

Currently, due to the cross-
ing at Nergundi, Mail/Express 
trains are sometimes detained 
because of operational restric-
tions. The sanctioned proj-
ect will help ease these con-
straints, improve punctuality, 
and facilitate smoother move-
ment of more coaching trains.

The project will also aid 
in the segregation of coach-
ing and freight traffic in the 
section. Trains bypassing the 
mainline route will no longer 
be delayed, enhancing opera-
tional efficiency.

Two new river bridges 
across the Mahanadi and Bir-
upa rivers will also be con-
structed as part of the project. 
The line, including the flyover, 
will be equipped with Kavach 
safety features and a 2x25 kV 
electrified system, enabling a 
maximum permissible speed 
of 130 kmph.

This strategic project is part 
of East Coast Railway’s contin-
uous efforts to modernize in-
frastructure and improve the 
efficiency of the rail transport 
network in one of the busiest 
corridors of Indian Railways.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi: All India Majlis-E-It-
tehadulMuslimeen (AIMIM) 
chief AsaduddinOwaisi on Fri-
day welcomed the Supreme 
Court's decision asking the 
Election Commission (EC) to 
consider Aadhar, EPIC and 
Ration cards as Identification 
proof amid the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
exercise in Bihar ahead of the 
upcoming assembly elections, 
and hoped for the 1995 prece-
dent on BabuLal Hussein case 
to be followed in “letter and 
spirit.”

 “Bihar Election ‘Inten-
sive Revision’: The Supreme 
Court ordered that, in addi-
tion to 11 documents listed 
by the Election Commission 
of India, three more should 
be considered: Aadhaar, EPIC 
& Ration Cards. This is a wel-
come order, and we hope that 
the precedent set in the 1995 
judgement of the BabuLal 
Hussein case is followed in 
letter and spirit. AIMIM Bihar 
President AkhtarulIman had 
also challenged the ECI’s SIR 
before the Supreme Court & 
was represented by Advocate 
Nizam Pasha,” Owaisi posed 
on X.

 Accusing the “Election 
Commission sources” of mis-
interpreting SC’s order, he 
criticised the reports quoting 
them, which claimed that the 
constitutional body accepts 
Aadhar as per page 16 of 
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion, while also informing 
about the EPIC number being 
“pre-printed” on the enumer-
ation forms being meted out.

 He said that the apex court 
asking the Election Commis-
sion to include three addition-
al documents was meant for 
dealing with the verification 
of voters and was not for mere 
record-keeping.

 “These Election Commis-
sion ‘sources’ are deliberately 
misinterpreting the order of 
the SC. The SC’s order is say-
ing that these three should be 
considered for the purposes 
of date/place of birth, in ad-
dition to the 11 documents 
referred to by the ECI. It’s 
not for formality’s sake or 
for record-keeping, but when 
dealing with verification of 
voters,” Owaisi said.

 Congress Rajya Sabha MP 
Jairam Ramesh on Friday 
stated that the Election Com-
mission of India’s (ECI) “spin” 
on “no stay” being given has 
been clearly “exposed” by the 
Supreme Court.

 Ramesh posted a picture 
of the order on X, stating that 
Page 7 of the order clearly 
indicated that no stay was 
requested by any of the peti-
tioners. He said that deliber-
ately “misleading” headline 
management does not befit a 
constitutional authority.

 On Thursday, the Supreme 
Court allowed the Election 
Commission to continue with 
its exercise of conducting a 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in poll-
bound Bihar.

 A bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and Joymaly-
aBagchi did not stay the SIR 
process but asked the ECI to 
consider allowing Aadhaar, 

ration cards, and electoral 
photo identity cards as admis-
sible documents to prove voter 
identity during the SIR of elec-
toral rolls being undertaken in 
Bihar.

 “We are of the prima facie 
opinion that in the interest of 
justice, the Election Commis-
sion will also include docu-
ments like Aadhaar, Ration 
Card, Voter ID card, etc. It is 
for the ECI to decide whether 
it wants to accept the doc-
uments or not, and if it does 
not, then provide reasons for 
its decision, which shall be 
sufficient to satisfy the peti-
tioners. Meanwhile, petition-
ers are not pressing for an 
interim stay,” the bench stated 
in its order.

 In its order, the top court 
noted that the timeline for the 
process is very short since 
elections in Bihar are due in 
November.

 The apex court posted for 
hearing on July 28 the pleas 
challenging ECI’s move to con-
duct SIR of electoral rolls in 
Bihar and asked the poll panel 
to file its affidavit within one 
week.

 During the hearing, the 
bench opined that Aadhaar 
should be included within the 
list of documents permissible 
as an ID proof.

 The apex court was hear-
ing a batch of pleas challeng-
ing the Election Commission 
of India’s move to conduct the 
SIR of electoral rolls in poll-
bound Bihar.

 The petitions challenging 
the ECI decision were filed 
by RJD MP Manoj Jha, the 
Association for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR), PUCL, activist 
Yogendra Yadav, Trinamool 
MP MahuaMoitra, and former 
Bihar MLA MujahidAlam.

 The petitions sought a 
direction to quash the ECI’s 
June 24 directive, which re-
quires large sections of vot-
ers in Bihar to submit proof 
of citizenship to remain on 
the electoral rolls.

 The petition also raised 
concerns over the exclusion 
of widely held documents like 
Aadhaar and ration cards, 
stating that this would dis-
proportionately affect the 
poor and marginalised vot-
ers, especially in rural Bihar.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar: The Indian 
Railways is making steady 
strides in the execution of the 
138.32 km long New Broad 
Gauge (BG) Railway Line be-
tween Bargarh Road and 
Nawapara Road, a strategic 
infrastructure initiative aimed 
at transforming rail connec-
tivity in western Odisha. This 
project is not only vital for 
improving mobility but also 
promises substantial econom-
ic and logistical advantages to 
the region.

A major component of the 
project, the land acquisition 
process is progressing effi-
ciently. The total private land 
required for the project is 
1859.488 acres across 85 vil-
lages and Land schedule has 
already been submitted for 77 
villages. 20A Gazette Notifica-
tions have been published for 
46 villages, covering 1106.411 
acres.

Details of Gazette Notifica-
tions Published for Land Ac-
quisition in Bargarh District 
are as follows :

1. 1st Block – 5 villages: 
Rungania, Sarsara, Dhanger, 
Bagdia, and Nileshar

o Land Required: 264.216 
acres

o Gazette Date: 24.02.2025
2. 2nd & 3rd Blocks – 12 

villages: Bandanbahal, Bir-
mal, Podamunda, Nuapali, 
Pipilipali, Dumerpali, Kata-
pali, Sarandapali, Manpur, 
Samalaipadar, Baunshapola, 
and Bijepur

o Land Required: 262.705 
acres

o Gazette Date: 02.07.2025
3. 4th to 6th Blocks – 29 vil-

lages including Majhipali-37, 
Para, Rengalipali, Jhirlipali, 
Balanda, Badipali, Bhatiga-

on, Kamalapadar, Budhimal, 
Padampur, and others

o Land Required: 579.49 
acres

o Gazette Date: 03.07.2025
This development marks 

a significant milestone in fa-
cilitating timely construction 
activity along the proposed 
alignment.

The Bargarh Road – 
Nawapara Road BG Rail Line 
was sanctioned by the Railway 
Board on 10 September 2024, 
with a project cost of ₹2621.92 
crore. The financial outlay 
includes: Civil Engineering: 
₹2107.30 crore, Electrical En-
gineering: ₹305.55 crore, Sig-
nal & Telecom Engineering: 
₹209.07 crore.

The Government of Odisha 
is actively supporting the proj-
ect by providing land free of 
cost and a grant of ₹300 crore, 
underlining its commitment to 
boosting regional infrastructure.

Total land requirement for 
the project stands at 924.64 
hectares, including: Private 
Land: 752.524 hectares, Gov-
ernment Land: 123.233 hect-
ares, Forest Land: 48.913 
hectares.

District authorities in Bar-
garh and Nawapara have 
been formally appointed for 
land acquisition via gazette 
notifications issued on 15th 

October 2024 and 29th No-
vember 2024, respectively.

• The new rail line will be 
an electrified broad gauge 
line, providing a shorter and 
less congested route bypass-
ing the Jharsuguda-Bilas-
pur-Raipur circuit.

• It will reduce travel dis-
tance by 53 km compared 
to the Sambalpur-Jharsugu-
da-Raipur route and 87 km 
compared to the Sambal-
pur-Titilagarh-Raipur route.

• The alignment will include 
13 stations (2 existing and 11 
new), improving accessibility 
across multiple districts.

The Proposed Stations in 
this route are _ Bargarh Road 
(Existing), Sarsara, Dumerpa-
li, Bijepur, Badipali, Dhaura-
munda, Padampur, Bhagat-
pur, Majhipali, Paikmal Road, 
Bartunda, Anlajuba, Nuapada 
Road.

With the active cooperation 
of the State Government, local 
authorities, and communities, 
Indian Railways is committed 
to the timely execution of this 
landmark project. The suc-
cessful acquisition of land and 
ongoing construction will pave 
the way for enhanced rail con-
nectivity, faster movement of 
goods and passengers, and 
overall socio-economic devel-
opment of the region.

MI News Service, Patna: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on 
Friday ensured the transfer of Rs 1227.27 Crores to the accounts 
of over 1.11 crore beneficiaries under Bihar Social Security Pen-
sion Schemes, through Direct Benefit Transfer.  Earlier, on Thurs-
day, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar expressed his satisfaction 
after social security beneficiaries thanked him for increasing their 
pension amount from ₹400 to ₹1,100 per month. The beneficia-
ries expressed gratitude, saying they would no longer have to rely 
on financial help, thanks to the increased pension.  In a post on 
X, CM Nitish Kumar said, “Today, I read the reactions of several 
people in the Hindustan newspaper, including Sushila Devi ji from 
Bakhtiyarpur, Lakshmi Devi ji from Chandwari in Mokama, Ban-
diKhatoonji from Paliganj, Mahendra Prasad ji from TareganaDih 
in Masaurhi, and Bhatt Kumar and his wife GeetaKumari from 
Dinara in Bikram block. They all say that the increase in the pen-
sion amount will easily cover their monthly expenses, and now 
they won’t have to stretch out their hands before anyone. This is a 
matter of great satisfaction.”

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar: After Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi ac-
cused the Election Commis-
sion of doing "chunavchori 
(election theft)" in Bihar, 
Union Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan on Friday took a dig 
at the latter and said that Ra-
hul's situation today is akin 

to the saying, "blaming the 
stage for not knowing how to 
dance."

 In a post on X, Pradhan dis-
missed Congress' "Sanvidhan-
Bachao" rally in Odisha, call-
ing it an examply of "political 
tourism".

 "The 'SanvidhanBachao' 
rally organised by Rahul 

Gandhi and Congress Pres-
ident MallikarjunKharge in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, was, 
in reality, yet another political 
tourism stunt by the Congress 
prince," he said.

 "This is not about "saving 
the constitution" but rather 
about saving Rahul Gandhi 
and Congress. The unwav-
ering trust of the people in 
the public-welfare-oriented 
BJP government in Odisha 
is troubling the Congress. 
Congress has no presence or 
existence in Odisha; the poor, 
Dalits, tribals, farmers, and 
labourers of Odisha reject-
ed Congress decades ago. In 
such a scenario, Rahul Gand-
hi's talk about the welfare 
of Odisha's poor is nothing 
but deception," Dharmendra 
Pradhan said.

 The Union Minister al-
leged that the history of Con-
gress has always been one of 
neglecting the rights of the 
poor and marginalised sec-
tions.

 "The funds sent from Del-
hi by Congress governments 
were either looted by middle-
men or diverted to their fa-
voured vote banks at the ex-
pense of the rights of SC, ST, 
and backwards communities. 
To put it plainly, the rights of 
the poor and the land of tri-
bals are secure only as long 
as Congress is not in power," 
Pradhan said.

 Criticising the Congress 
leadership for blaming dem-
ocratic institutions, Pradhan 
said, "Congress has faced 
crushing defeats in states 
like Maharashtra and Hary-
ana, after which Rahul Gand-
hi and Kharge are blaming 
the Election Commission and 
democratic institutions for 
their losses. It is astonish-
ing that the Congress party, 
which once throttled democ-
racy and trampled the consti-
tution by imposing an Emer-
gency on the country, is now 
preaching about saving the 
constitution."

 "Rahul Gandhi's situation 
today is akin to the saying, 
'NaachnajaaneAngadtedha 
(blaming the stage for not 
knowing how to dance)." 
After repeated electoral de-
feats, and anticipating anoth-
er loss in the upcoming Bihar 
elections, the Congress party 
has come up with a new gim-
mick of "vote theft." However, 
the people of Odisha and the 
nation have now recognized 
every trick and deceit of Con-
gress and Rahul Gandhi. Go-
ing forward, the public will 
continue to give a befitting 
reply to such anti-people and 
anti-constitution elements in 
every election."

Ministry of Railways Sanctions Cuttack–Nergundi 
4th Rail Line and Rail Flyover at Nergundi

Owaisi welcomes SC’s order to consider 
Aadhar, Ration cards for voter verification

Significant Progress in Land Acquisition for Bargarh Road-Nawapara Road New BG Rail Line

Dharmendra Pradhan takes dig at Rahul Gandhi’s accusation on ECI in Odisha

Minister Aooup Biswas inaugurated the tree plantation and monsoon welcoming ceremony organized by Bidhannagar Municipality on Friday. 
Minister Sujit Bose, MLA Tapas Chatterjee, renowned actress Gargi Roy Chowdhury and municipal representatives of Bidhan Nagar Municipality 
were present. The event was organized by Bidhan Nagar Municipality Mayor Krishna Chakraborty.

Sports Minister Aroop Biswas at the inauguration of the East Bengal Club School of Excellence on Friday. Minister Bratya Basu, Sourav Ganguly, 
Jhulan Goswami, Shyam Thapa, Debabrata Sarkar, Ajit Banerjee were present.

Nitish Kumar transferred Rs 1227.27 Cr under BSSP scheme
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Kolkata: V-Guard Industries Limited,
India's leading brand in consumer electron-
ics and electricals, introduces the AirWiz
Series, a cutting-edge range of energy-effi-
cient BLDC ceiling fans designed to elevate
comfort, convenience, and style in Indian
homes. The lineup includes four thoughtful-
ly engineered models: AirWiz Light, AirWiz
Prime, AirWiz Plus, and AirWiz N, each tai-
lored to meet diverse lifestyle needs.
Combining powerful performance with
sleek aesthetics, the Air Wiz fans deliver a
top speed of 370 RPM powered by a robust
motor consuming merely 35W power,
boasting energy efficiency while delivering
high-speed airflow. The latest range fea-
tures an advanced dust-repellent coating
that reduces dust accumulation-ensuring
cleaner air, Reverse mode operation for
winters, lower maintenance, and superior
cooling efficiency. 

Designed for the modern connoisseur,
seamlessly blending elegant design with a
mix of matte and glossy finishes, these fans
are crafted to complement contemporary
interiors with style and sophistication.
Crafted at V-Guard's cutting-edge Roorkee
facility spanning over 2.25 Lakh sq ft of

space exemplifying V-Guard's dedication to
quality and innovation.These fans are as
much a statement piece as a functional
marvel. Controlled effortlessly via remote, it
offers convenient timer settings to power off
automatically after 4 or 8 hours - perfect for
conserving energy during sleep or pro-
longed use. With reverse rotation, four dis-
tinct wind modes, and a wide voltage range
(90V-300V), the latest range offers excep-

tional versatility and performance.
AirWiz Light, the flagship model, fea-

tures an integrated under-light, combining
illumination with air comfort to transform
living spaces. AirWiz Prime follows closely,
boasting a distinctive UI LED indicator that
subtly displays the fan's speed level. Airwiz
Light & Airwiz Prime together is available
in 19 vibrant colours including an appeal-
ing wood finish, which compliments the

interior décor as per the discerning taste of
the ever-evolving consumer.

For those seeking value without com-
promise, Air Wiz Plus is the perfect fit. All
fans incorporate aerodynamically designed
wide blades, crafted from high-grade alu-
minium alloy, to ensure high-speed air
delivery while maintaining a refined aes-
thetic and gentle illumination. Airwiz Plus
is available in 9 vibrant colours on powder
coated finish. Speaking about the launch
Mr. Mithun Chittilappilly, Managing
Director, V-Guard Industries Ltd com-
mented, "The launch of the AirWiz BLDC
fan marks a significant milestone in V-
Guard's journey towards building more
energy-efficient homes for our con-
sumers. The fan category continues to be
a strategic pillar for our business, both
in terms of growth and innovation. With
rising consumer awareness around sus-
tainability and energy savings, BLDC
technology is not just the future-it is the
need of the hour. At V-Guard, we are
committed to leading this transformation
by offering high-performance, stellar
products that align with the evolving
aspirations of modern India."

Kolkata: Infrastructure
Watchdog, a registered non-
governmental organization has
filed an appeal before the
Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) against the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) and Smartworks
Coworking Spaces Ltd. The
appeal was listed at Item No. 7
in the SEBI Appellate Tribunal
today. The appeal raises seri-
ous concerns regarding alleged
financial irregularities in the

Initial Public Offering (IPO)
process of Smartworks.
Infrastructure Watchdog in its
Petition has contended that the
company's initial capital raise
involved questionable transac-
tions, including the use of shell
entities and benami arrange-
ments. They have relied on a
detailed Income Tax Report
from the Investigation
Department for the same.

The next hearing has been
scheduled for July 15, 2025.

New Delhi : Astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla and three
other crew members of the Axiom-4 mission are set
to return to earth from the International Space
Station on July 14, NASA said on Thursday.

"We are working with the station program,
watching the Axiom-4 progress carefully. I think we
need to undock that mission and the current target to
undock is July 14 after the high beta period," Steve
Stitch, Manager, NASA Commercial Crew Program,
told a press conference on the Crew-11 mission to the
space station slated for July 31.

The Axiom-4 mission was launched from the
Kennedy Space Centre at Florida on June 25 and the
Dragon spacecraft docked at the International Space
Station on June 26 after a 28-hour journey.

A "high beta period" for the space station refers
to times when the angle between the ISS's orbital
plane and the sun is high, typically above 70 degrees.

During these periods, the ISS experiences near-
constant sunlight, as it spends a greater portion of
each orbit in daylight. This can cause overheating
and requires careful thermal management by NASA.

Shukla and his Axiom-4 crew have witnessed
230 sunrises onboard the International Space Station
(ISS) and travelled nearly 100 lakh kms in space at
the end of two weeks on the orbital laboratory.

The Axiom-4 crew, comprising Shukla, Peggy
Whitson, Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski and Tibor
Kapu, also took their final off-duty day on the ISS.

The Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) crew has complet-
ed close to 230 orbits around Earth and travelled
more than six million miles (96.5 lakh kms), an
Axiom Space statement said.

During his two-week stay on the space station,
Shukla has interacted with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, spoke to scientists at ISRO, addressed school
students in a live session and also connect to ISRO

centres using HAM radio. "From about 250 miles
above the Earth, the crew spent their downtime cap-
turing images and video, taking in the view of our
home planet below, and reconnecting with loved
ones," the statement said. These moments offer a
rare pause in an otherwise rigorous daily schedule, it
said.

With over 60 experiments across biomedical
science, advanced materials, neuroscience, agricul-
ture, and space technology, the Ax-4 mission includes
the most research conducted on an Axiom Space pri-
vate astronaut mission to date.

These investigations could transform the future
of human space exploration and life on Earth, with
potential breakthroughs in areas such as diabetes
management, innovative cancer treatments, and
enhanced monitoring of human health and perform-
ance. As the crew resumes their scientific duties, they
continue to demonstrate how commercial missions
contribute meaningfully to microgravity research
and space exploration.

"Every test tube, data point, and observation
brings us one step closer to a global community living
and working in low-Earth orbit and, eventually,
beyond," Axiom Space said.

New Delhi : The government is monitoring
production targets at Foxconn and believes
that Apple has alternatives to handle issues
related to the return of Chinese profession-
als from Taiwanese electronics manufac-
turer's plant in India, sources said on
Friday.

Hundreds of Chinese technology profes-
sionals who were facilitating and managing
production at Foxconn plants in India have
returned to China triggering speculation
that it may hamper production of the
upcoming iPhone 17 series.

"Government is monitoring the situa-
tion. Apple has alternatives and they should
be able to look at ways to handle this. Issue
is primarily between Apple and Foxconn," a
government source said.

Most of the equipment used for man-
ufacturing of mobile phones are sourced
from China and Chinese technology profes-
sionals have expertise in handling them.

According to sources, the engineers
who have returned were handling assembly
lines, factory design and also involved in
training talents to handle tools and
machines for iPhone production.

Speaking on the condition of
anonymity, the source said the government
is monitoring the production targets at the
Foxconn factory.

Foxconn is one of the leading compa-
nies that has been selected by the govern-
ment under the production linked incentive
scheme.

"Government facilitated visas for

Chinese workers. Companies will have to
make arrangements to ensure there is no
disruption in the production," the source
said.  Industry sources privy to the produc-
tion of iPhones in India have said that the
return of Chinese technology professionals
will have no impact on the production of
iPhone 17 and the company also continues
to be on track to scale up production in
India.

Apple vendors in India Foxconn and
Tata Electronics have also seen easing of
capital goods sourcing from China that are

critical for the production of iPhones.
According to multiple sources, Apple

plans to ramp up production of the iPhone
to 60 million this year from about 35-40
million that it produced in 2024-25.

Apple CEO Tim Cook during the com-
pany's result had announced that all iPhone
sold in the US in the June quarter will be
shipped from India.

India-made iPhones are assembled in
Taiwanese contract manufacturer
Foxconn's factory in Tamil Nadu. Tata
Electronics, which runs Pegatron Corp's

operations in India, is the other key manu-
facturer. Tata and Foxconn are building
new plants and adding production capacity
to raise iPhone production. Apple assem-
bled 60 per cent more iPhones, worth an
estimated USD 22 billion, in India in the
year ended March 31, 2025.

According to an analysis by S&P
Global, iPhone sales in the US were 75.9
million units in 2024, with exports in March
from India at 3.1 million units, suggesting a
need to double shipments either through
new capacity or redirecting shipments
bound for the domestic market.

"Apple's Indian exports already head-
ed predominantly to the United States,
which represented 81.9 per cent of phones
exported by the firm in the three months to
February 28, 2025. That increased to 97.6
per cent in March 2025 as a result of a 219
per cent jump in exports, likely reflecting
the firm looking to preempt higher tariffs,"
S&P Global Market Intelligence report said.

iPhones worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore were
exported from India in fiscal year 2025.

The Apple ecosystem in India is one
the biggest job creators in the country. It is
estimated to have employed around 2 lakh
people across various vendors in the coun-
try.

India's smartphone exports are grow-
ing at a healthy rate and has become a
"consistent and significant" player in the
sector, an official said, adding that the
country has become a major mobile manu-
facturing hub today.

New York/Seattle : Seattle got
a taste of the best of Indian
mangoes at a special event
hosted to showcase a variety of
the popular fruit and explore
opportunities for wider avail-
ability of premium mangoes
from India in the regional
market.

The Consulate General
of India in Seattle, in partner-
ship with the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority
(APEDA), hosted a special
event on Thursday showcasing
the 'Flavors of Indian
Mangoes'.

The event was part of
the Consulate's trade promo-
tion and increased market
access initiatives.

The event curated a
mango-tasting experience,
offering the best of the five dis-
tinct varieties of Indian man-
goes - Dussehri, Chausa,
Langra, Mallika and Totapuri -
for leading importers and
select media from Seattle,
according to a press statement
issued by the Seattle
Consulate.

The Guest of Honour at
the event was Washington
State Attorney General Nick
Brown, along with Senator
Manka Dhingra and Seattle
Port Commissioner Sam Cho. 

"The participating digni-
taries savoured each of the five
mango varieties and appreci-
ated their distinctive aroma,
texture, and sweetness," the
Consulate said. 

In 2024, mangoes from
India registered a 19 per cent
growth in exports to the US,
reaffirming it as one of the key
export markets.

The event also included
presentations by industry
experts who underscored how
'Mango-The King of Fruits' is
celebrated in India across cul-
tures, as a uniquely shared
family experience.

At another Indian Food
Festival and Mango Promotion
event, hosted in Redmond on
July 9, a separate session on
mango tasting was organised,
which was attended by
Washington State
Representative Alex Ybarra,
along with other leading mem-
bers of the Indian American
community and media. 

"Meetings between
exporters of Indian mangoes
and US Retail representatives
were also held on the side-
lines, to explore opportunities
for wider availability of premi-
um Indian mangoes in the
regional market of the US
Pacific Northwest," the
Consulate said.

New Delhi : Eli Lilly and
Company (India), in collabora-
tion with the Association of
Physicians of India (API), on
Friday announced the launch
of 'API - Obesity Gurukul', a
flagship Continuing Medical
Education (CME) program
aimed at enhancing physicians'
clinical capabilities to address
obesity, which is rapidly emerg-
ing as one of India's most
pressing public health chal-
lenges.

Taking inspiration from the
traditional Indian Gurukul sys-
tem, the program will offer a
structured and immersive
learning experience for over
20,000 healthcare profession-
als across more than 10 cities.
Through a combination of in-
person educational sessions
conducted by API state chap-
ters and interactive online
modules, the initiative will pro-
vide practical insights into the
understanding of obesity
pathophysiology and its man-
agement.

"Obesity is a complex,
chronic condition that requires
more than just treatment--it
demands continuous medical
education, empathy, and coor-
dinated action across the
healthcare ecosystem," said Dr.
Manish Mistry, Senior Medical

Director, Eli Lilly and Company
(India).

"Our partnership with the
Association of Physicians of
India (API) on the Obesity
Gurukul program reflects our
commitment to advancing clin-
ical excellence and reshaping
how obesity is understood and
managed in India. By equip-
ping physicians with the latest
scientific insights and best
practices, we aim to strengthen
the quality of care and support
better outcomes for people liv-
ing with obesity," he added,

Commenting on the part-
nership, Dr. Jyotimoy Pal,
President of API, said, "Obesity
is no longer a lifestyle issue--it
is a disease with deep clinical,
psychological, and economic
impact. 

The Obesity Gurukul pro-
gram is an important step
toward empowering physicians
to recognize and treat obesity
as a chronic condition." In
India, close to 100 million peo-
ple are living with obesity, with
an adult prevalence rate of
approximately 6.5% in 2023.1
People with obesity deserve the
same level of medical attention
as those living with other
chronic diseases, including
access to efficient and evidence-
based long-term care. 

MUMBAI : the innovative com-
puting manufacturer in gaming,
creator and business laptops, is
offering exciting deals this July
for students and tech enthusi-
asts. With exclusive deals avail-
able both online and offline,
MSI aims to help consumers
upgrade their devices with
powerful and performance-
driven solutions tailored to
meet today's academic and pro-
fessional needs.

As part of the most awaited
Amazon Prime Day sale run-
ning from 12th to 14th July, MSI
is offering exciting discounts on
a wide range of its best-selling
laptops and handheld devices.
The offers include models for
gaming, content creation and
everyday use, giving the users
the chance to choose from the
best. These limited-time deals
make it the perfect opportunity
to upgrade to MSI's latest tech-
nology at exceptional prices.
Speaking on the exciting offers,
Mr. Bruce Lin, Regional
Marketing Manager at MSI, said
"July is the perfect time to

upgrade your tech setup
whether you are heading back
to the campus or boosting your
work-from-home gear. With
Prime Day deals and our
extended Back-to-school sale,
we want to ensure that every
customer finds the right MSI
laptop with value-packed bene-
fits. From extended warranties
to high-performance bundles,
we are offering our users a
complete package to start the
academic and professional sea-
son strong."

In addition to the online
offers, MSI's Back to School
campaign will continue across
physical retail channels includ-
ing Croma, MSI brand stores
and authorized resellers until
31st July 2025. This includes
exclusive bundle offers, a 1-
year warranty extension at
unbeatable prices up to INR
6,999/- and a $30 Steam Wallet
offer on MSI Claw. MSI, in part-
nership with Croma, is also
offering special in-store deals
on models like Cyborg 15, Thin
15 and Prestige 16.

V-Guard Launches AirWiz Series: A New Era of
Stylish, Iconic, and Energy-Efficient BLDC Fans

New Delhi : Shares of
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL)
on Friday surged 5 per cent
following announcement that
Priya Nair will become the
first woman CEO and MD of
the firm effective August 1,
2025.

The stock jumped 5 per
cent to Rs 2,529.85 on the
BSE. At the NSE, shares of the
firm climbed 5 per cent to Rs
2,529.90.

Priya Nair will become
the first woman CEO and MD
of Hindustan Unilever Ltd
effective August 1, 2025, with
India's largest FMCG firm
announcing her appointment
on Thursday. Nair, currently
President, Beauty &
Wellbeing, Unilever, has been
appointed for a period of five
years.      She replaces Rohit

Jawa who will step down as
CEO and MD on July 31, 2025
to pursue the next chapter in
his personal and professional
journey, the FMCG major said
in a statement.

Jawa took over as the
CEO and MD of HUL in 2023.

Nair will also join the
HUL Board, subject to neces-
sary approvals, and continue
to be a member of the Unilever
Leadership Executive (ULE),
the company added.

"Priya has had an out-
standing career in HUL and
Unilever. I am certain that
with her deep understand-
ing of the Indian market
and excellent track record,
Priya will take HUL to the
next level of performance,"
HUL Chairman Nitin
Paranjpe said.

Apple has alternatives to handle 
return of Chinese techies from Foxconn

Axiom-4 mission Shubhanshu Shukla to
return to earth on July 14, says NASA

MSI Announces Prime
Day Steals Final

Back-to-school Offers

Indore : Inmates of the Indore
Central Jail will soon be making
spices which would be available
for the outside world too, besides
the prison's own kitchen. Govind
Pratap Singh, Director General of
the Prison and Correctional
Services Department of Madhya
Pradesh, inaugurated the 'Maa
Ahilya Masala Udyog' at the
Central Jail on Thursday on the
occasion of Guru Purnima.

"We are training prisoners in
different industries which require
very little capital to start. It will
prove to be helpful for them in
finding self-employment after
release from jail," he said.

Jail Superintendent Alka
Sonkar said prisoners will make
spices like coriander, turmeric,
Kashmiri red chilli and garam
masala using automatic
machines.   "The spices prepared

by prisoners will be used in the
kitchens of jails in Indore and sur-
rounding districts. They will also
be available to the general public
in 250 gram, 500 gram and one
kilogram packets at the sales out-
let outside the central jail," she
said.  She would also request the
district administration to allow the
jail department to supply spices to
government hostels and other
public institutions.

Best of Indian mangoes
showcased in Seattle

Lilly Partners with API to
launch 'Obesity Gurukul'
- a first-of its-kind initia-

tive to shape future of
obesity care in India

NGO Files Appeal Against SEBI
and Smartworks Over Alleged
Financial Irregularities in IPO

Taste of prison Indore jail to
sell spices made by inmates

"Apple's Indian exports already headed predominantly to the United States,
which represented 81.9 per cent of phones exported by the firm in the three

months to February 28, 2025. That increased to 97.6 per cent in March 2025 as a
result of a 219 per cent jump in exports, likely reflecting the firm looking to pre-

empt higher tariffs,"

HUL shares jump 5 pc after
Priya Nair named CEO-MD
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Remembering linguist Dr. Shahidullah

U.S. sanctions on UN human rights expert unacceptable: UN spokesman

Eastern Railway vigilant against fake job rackets 

Railway employment opportunities 
based on merit through RRB & RRC only
MI News Service, Kolkata:  Eastern Railway
has always issued a stern warning to job-
seekers, urging them to steer clear of fraud-
ulent job schemes circulating in various
parts of the country. Recent investigations
have unveiled a disturbing trend wherein
individuals armed with counterfeit docu-
ments and fake appointment letters attempt
to appropriate money from the Railway job-
seekers. These deceitful practices not only
swindle jobseekers out of their hard-earned
money but also entangle them in legal trou-
bles, as they unknowingly present forged
documents in pursuit of government jobs.

Taking decisive action against this men-
ace, the Railway Protection Force (RPF) has
dismantled multiple fake appointment rack-
ets. Acting on credible intelligence, RPF of-
ficials apprehended several individuals
involved in fraudulent activities, including
the issuance of fake job offers within the
railway system in exchange for illicit mon-
etary transactions.

In a series of coordinated efforts, the
RPF's proactive measures have led to the
arrest of numerous perpetrators, safe-
guarding aspiring candidates from falling
victim to these deceptive schemes. Cases
have been registered against the appre-
hended individuals under relevant sections
of the Indian Penal Code, underscoring the
RPF's unwavering commitment to uphold-
ing the integrity of the recruitment process
within the railway sector. During 2023-24,
RPF apprehended 15 individuals in 08 cases
involved in fake appointment, in F.Y. 2024-
25, RPF apprehended 02 individuals in 02
cases  and during F.Y. 2025-26 (April to
June-2025), Eastern Railway’s RPF appre-
hended 01 individual in 01 case involved in

fake appointment racket. This reflect the
RPF's commitment to combating fraudulent
recruitment agencies within the railway
sector. Time and again, Eastern Railway
has conducted various awareness cam-
paigns advising jobseekers to keep their
eyes open against such fake job racket.
Eastern Railway once again urges the pub-
lic to remain vigilant and report any infor-
mation regarding fake job rackets to the
law enforcing authorities. By working to-
gether, Eastern Railway and law enforce-
ment agencies aim to root out these
fraudulent activities and protect the inter-
ests of genuine jobseekers. Eastern Railway
underscores that authentic employment op-
portunities in Railways are exclusively
based on merit. Railways condemn any
fraudulent activities, and urge jobseekers to
exercise caution and vigilance.

Railway recruitment procedures are
transparent and fair, with no involvement
in illicit practices. RRBs and RRCs conduct
recruitment examination at very nominal
examination fee to the tune of hundreds.
The examination fee is waived also in some
categories. Eastern Railway urges reliance
solely on RRB (Railway Recruitment Board)
websites https://www.rrbkolkata.gov.in and
https://www.rrb.gov.in  or RRC (Railway Re-
cruitment Cell) website
https://www.rrcer.org  for job-related infor-
mation and prompt reporting of any suspi-
cious activities. Candidates or job seekers to
note that for any notice / information re-
garding Railway job, they should visit offi-
cial websites of RRBs or RRCs only. Any
information / notices being circulated in the
social media or any unauthorized agency
regarding Railway jobs should be ignored.

Revision in timings of 03480/03479 Jamalpur -
Sultanganj - Jamalpur Passenger Special Train

MI News Service, Malda: For the convenience of passengers, Malda Division has de-
cided to revise the timings of 03480/03479 Jamalpur - Sultanganj - Jamalpur Passenger
Special Train at all enroute stations with effect from 13.07.2025 to 09.08.2025. The
revised timings are as under:

Passengers are advised to verify the updated timings before commencing their jour-
ney. The revised schedule has been implemented for the convenience of passengers
and to ensure smoother operations.

Howrah Division conducts Magistrate
Ticket Checking drive at Howrah Station

-900 cases of ticketing ir-
regularities detected;
₹3,32,980/- realised as
fines
MI News Service, Howrah:
In a sustained drive to en-
force ticketing discipline
and ensure revenue pro-
tection, Howrah Division of
Eastern Railway conducted
a  Magistrate Ticket Check-
ing Drive at Howrah Sta-
tion on 11th July 2025. The
operation was conducted
in a systematic and well-
coordinated manner under
the leadership of the Rail-
way Magistrate, along with

the Assistant Commercial
Manager, Howrah Coach-
ing (ACM/HC). To ensure
extensive coverage and
maximum impact, a large
joint team was mobilized
for the operation. The
team included 44 Travelling
Ticket Examiners (TTEs),
21 Ticket Examiners (TEs),
4 Chief Ticket Inspectors, 7
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel, and 2 Gov-
ernment Railway Police
(GRP) staff. The checking
was carried out strategically
across various platforms
and key passenger move-

ment zones of the station
during peak hours. The in-
tensive ticket checking drive
led to the detection of 900
cases of ticketing irregular-
ities, with 695 cases specifi-
cally related to ticketless
travel. The overall revenue
earned from the penalties
and charges levied during
the drive amounted to a sig-
nificant ₹3,32,980/-. Such
coordinated drives are part
of Howrah Division's ongo-
ing mission to curb ticket-
less travel and
irregularities, which not
only cause revenue loss but
also lead to unfair use of
public transport services.
These efforts also reflect the
division’s broader goal of
ensuring a fair, disciplined,
and secure travel environ-
ment for all genuine, fare-
paying passengers. Howrah
Division reaffirms its com-
mitment to continuing such
proactive measures regu-
larly across key stations and
routes, thereby promoting
compliance, transparency,
and accountability in rail-
way operations.

Nurul Islam Khan

Thursday was the 140th
birthday of linguist and leg-
endary writer Dr. Mohammad
Shahidullah. Meetings were
held in various parts of the

state in memory of this promi-
nent language scientist of the
subcontinent, the jewel of 18
languages. Numerous stu-
dents along with teachers
were present at a prayer
meeting at Kharijia Madrasah

in Furfura Sharif. Pirzada
Sawban Siddiqui and Pirzada
Mujahid Siddiqui said in a
message that literary
Maulana late Shahidullah
Huzur was the caliph of Fur-
fura Sharif's Pir Mojaddide

Zaman Hazrat Maulana Dada
Huzur. He has enriched the
society by writing more than
40 books, many translations,
articles, Bengali translations
of the Holy Quran and Ha-
diths for the spread of Islamic

education. He wrote books in
English. He has spread the
light of education in the soci-
ety by writing books on the
beloved Prophet, for children.
Everyone prayed for the for-
giveness of his soul. 

MI News Service, United nation: U.S. sanctions against a UN human rights expert are unac-
ceptable, said a UN spokesman on Thursday. The imposition of sanctions on UN human rights
special rapporteurs is a dangerous precedent, said Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres, in response to U.S. sanctions on Francesca Albanese, UN
special rapporteur on the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
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RANCHI : Jharkhand's interna-
tional Kabaddi coach Tejnarayan
Prasad Madhav has been appoint-
ed the chief coach of the Kabaddi
team of host Bahrain for the
upcoming 3rd Youth Asian Games
to be held in Bahrain from 22 to
31 October 2025.

Tejnarayan has been appoint-
ed by the Bahrain government on
the recommendation of the IKF
High Power Committee. Kabaddi
has been included for the first
time in this Asian Youth
Championship. In the first
Kabaddi event, teams from a total
of 14 countries including host
Bahrain, India, Iraq, Iran,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Japan, Korea, Chinese Taipei,
Mongolia and Bahrain are partici-
pating. Tejnarayan being made
the head coach of the country is a
great achievement for the sports

world of Jharkhand, especially
Kabaddi, and today the entire
Jharkhand Kabaddi family is feel-
ing proud. The above words were
said by the President of the
Kabaddi Association of
Jharkhand, Gopal Thakur, while
expressing happiness over the
selection.

Congratulating Tejnarayan,
the Chairman of the Association,
Bipin Kumar Singh said that the
selection of the head coach has
been done on the basis of
Tejnarayan's dedication, hard
work and ability. On the strength
of his hard work, he will work to
give his identity in Bahrain as
well.

On this appointment, interna-
tional coach Tejnarayan has taken
it as a challenge and while
expressing gratitude to IKF
Director Tejaswi Singh Gehlot and
IKF President Binod Tiwari, he
has said that he will live up to
their trust.

15th Sub Junior Women National Hockey Championship

RANCHI : Haryana, Odisha,
Mizoram and Jharkhand teams
reached the semi-finals by win-
ning their respective matches at
the Morhabadi Astroturf Stadium
here on Friday.

Host Hockey Jharkhand regis-
tered an exciting match against
Madhya Pradesh as both the
teams locked horns 1-1 draw dur-
ing the stipulated time. But in the
penalty shootout host Jharkhand
girls sounded the board by 5-4
margin against Madhya Pradesh
and entered into the semifinals.

In the other three matches
Haryana defeated Uttar Pradesh

in a close tie by 1-0 whereas
Odisha secured a 5-0 comfortable
victory over Bihar. Mizoram
thrashed Punjab in a one sided
match by 4-0. Earlier in the quar-
ter-final match between
Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh,
Chief Guest Shekhar Jamuar
(IAS), Director Sports and Youth
Affairs Department, Jharkhand
and Hockey India General
Secretary Bholanath Singh intro-
duced the players and started the
match. Jharkhand team has been
in the semi-finals every year since
2019 in the National Sub Junior
Women Hockey Championship.

LONDON [UK] : World best
Jasprit Bumrah breezed past
the legendary Kapil Dev to
break the record for most five-
wicket hauls in away Tests for
India following his sizzling spell
under London's scorching heat
on the second day of the third
Test against England on Friday.

After sitting out in the sec-
ond contest, Bumrah returned
at the 'Home of Cricket', Lord's,
with his mojo. He left England's
top-class batters gobsmacked
with his precise lines and trou-
bling lengths. Bumrah blazed
his way to his maiden five-wick-
et haul at Lord's to take his tally
to 13 in away Tests, achieving
the feat in 35 games.

Bumrah toppled Kapil's
record of 12 five-wicket hauls in
66 away Tests for India and
moved to the top. Former spin-
ner Anil Kumble slipped to the
third spot with 10 five-fers in 69
Tests far from home.

In 47 Tests, Bumrah boasts
215 scalps at a stellar average
of 19.49, with best figures of
6/27 and 15 five-wicket hauls.
Across all formats, in 206
appearances, Bumrah crossed
the 450-wicket mark. He has
453 scalps under his belt at an
average of 20.48, with best fig-
ures of 6/19 and 17 five-wicket
hauls. With a spell to remember,
the 31-year-old went level with
the 'Sultan of Swing' Wasim
Akram for an elusive feat. With
a tally of 11, Bumrah has the
joint-highest five-wicket hauls
by an Asian in SENA countries
(South Africa, England, New

Zealand and Australia).
He opened his wicket

account on the first day by nav-
igating the ball past Harry
Brook's inside edge straight into
the stumps. On the second day,
the crafty quick continued to
put his rich vein of form on
exhibition.

On the second day, he ended
England Test captain Ben
Stokes' (44) hunt to regain form
by rattling the timber with a
sublime delivery. With the ball
nibbling around, Root lunged
forward, but the ball nipped in
slightly, brushed off the inside
edge and crashed into the
stumps. Root got his record-
shattering Test ton but failed to
add many as he walked back to
the dressing room with
104(199).

On the next delivery,
Bumrah made a bleated appeal
for a caught behind. However,
the slip squadron had more
faith that Chris Woakes had
edged it to wicketkeeper Dhurv
Jurel. India decided to take the
matter upstairs, and the review
indicated a faint nick to the
keeper. The third umpire over-
turned the decision as Woakes
didn't trouble the scorers and
returned with a golden duck.

He capped off his impressive
display with Jofra Archer's
wicket. After England packed
their innings on 397, Bumrah
raised the ball high in the air
and soaked in the applause
from the spectators as he
returned with figures of 5/74 in
27 overs. (ANI)

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Minerva Academy FC
has made a thumping start in the knockouts
of the Helsinki Cup 2025. The Indian club
made it to the pre-quarter finals by defeating
Finland's club GrIFK 7-0 in the Round of 32.
Earlier, Minerva had won all four matches in
the group stage. Twenty-four goals were
scored, not a single goal was conceded.

GrIFK is a big club in Finland and many
good footballers are the gift of this place. It is
known for football. It started in 1925. This
club has a strong identity in the youth foot-
ball of Finland. Known for its technical disci-
pline and strong grassroots system, but it
could not stand in front of Minerva.

From the beginning of the match,
Minerva took control of the game. His control
on the ball was visible. Kept the opposition
team under pressure with fast speed and
accurate passing. Raj scored a brilliant hat-
trick. Every time he reached the box, GrIFK's
defense was in a tizzy. Chetan also scored a

powerful goal. Yohenba showed individual
skills and scored after a brilliant move.
Rajesh and Reesan also scored goals to fur-
ther strengthen the team's victory. This vic-
tory wasn't just about the scoreline -- it was
about the statement Minerva made. They've
now played five matches, scored an incredi-
ble 31 goals, and still haven't conceded a sin-
gle one. Their dominance in the group stage
saw them finish at the top with 12 points,
well ahead of Icelandic sides KR and
Afturelding, and Finnish clubs HJK/2 and
LoPa -- all of whom had international pedi-
gree and local familiarity with the conditions.
Minerva's defence line remained strong. The
midfield did constant high pressing. The for-
ward line converted every opportunity into a
goal. Now the team has reached the Round of
16. This confident team is no longer an
underdog but has become a contender for
the title. Now the echo of Minerva can be
heard everywhere in Helsinki. (ANI)

IMPHAL (MANIPUR) : Imphal
welcomed the 134th Durand Cup
trophies with a grand trophy tour
as Asia's oldest football tourna-
ment returned to Manipur's capi-
tal after a gap of two years.

The three trophies of the
Durand Cup were showcased
here at the City Convention
Centre in the presence of Ajay
Kumar Bhalla, Governor of
Manipur, who was the Chief
Guest of the event.

Also present were Prashant
Kumar Singh IAS, Chief
Secretary, Government of
Manipur and senior military lead-
ership, including Lt Gen Mohit
Malhotra AVSM SM, Chief of
Staff, HQ Eastern Command and
Chairman, Durand Cup
Organising Committee, Lt Gen
Abhijit S Pendharkar AVSM YSM,
General Officer Commanding, 3
Corps, Maj Gen SS Karthikeya
YSM SM, General Officer
Commanding, 57 Mountain
Division, Maj Gen Ravroop Singh
YSM SM, Inspector General,
Assam Rifles (South) and Rajiv

Singh IPS -DGP Manipur.
The three glittering pieces of

silverware, the Durand Cup, the
original prize and the rolling
Shimla Trophy (presented by resi-
dents of Shimla in 1904), as well
as the President's Cup, which the
winners keep permanently, were
unveiled during the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Governor of Manipur said,
"Hosting the 134th edition of the
Durand Cup tournament once
again in Imphal is a testament to
our state's deep-rooted passion
for football and the collective
efforts of both civil and military
establishments. I would like to
convey my sincere appreciation
to the Indian Army, particularly
the Eastern Command, for bring-
ing this celebrated tournament
back to the football-loving land of
Manipur. Sports are an integral
part of our state's identity.
Manipur has always been at the
forefront of sporting excellence,
producing national heroes and
Olympians who have brought
immense pride to the nation. I

wish the 134th Edition of the
Durand Cup great success. I am
confident that it will be bigger,
better, and more thrilling than
ever before. My heartfelt wishes
to all the participating teams.
May you play with honour,
courage, and passion, inspiring
countless young hearts along the
way".

Lt Gen Mohit Malhotra shared
his thoughts, "For over 137
years, the Durand Cup has wit-
nessed the evolution of Indian

football, producing legends, unit-
ing communities, and igniting
passions across generations. In
recent years, under the steward-
ship of Eastern Command, the
Durand Cup has experienced
remarkable growth in stature,
reach and quality. Our efforts, in
close partnership with stakehold-
ers across the country, have
ensured that the tournament
retains its heritage while embrac-
ing modern professionalism. I
invite the people of this great city,

football enthusiasts, and the
vibrant youth of Manipur to come
forward, be part of history, and
experience world-class football at
your doorstep. Together, let us
celebrate the beautiful game,
honour tradition, and inspire the
next generation."

Also speaking on the occasion,
Lt Gen Abhijit S Pendharkar said,
"The Durand Cup is a tourna-
ment steeped in history and tra-
dition, organised under the aegis
of the Indian Armed Forces. It
serves not only as a celebration
of sporting excellence but also as
a living tribute to the enduring
bond between the military and
the people of India. This unique
tournament has, over genera-
tions, stood as a symbol of cama-
raderie, discipline, and sports-
manship. 

I wish to express how truly
historic and meaningful it is to
witness the Durand Cup, the old-
est football tournament in Asia,
being hosted once again in the
glorious state of Manipur - a land
synonymous with resilience, rich

culture, and an unshakeable love
for football. I would like to extend
my sincere gratitude to the
Hon'ble Governor, Shri Ajay
Kumar Bhalla, for his whole-
hearted support and backing for
the conduct of this year's Durand
Cup in Imphal."

The trophy tour started in the
morning from Sendra and trav-
elled through Moirang,
Bishnupur, Nambol, Keishampat
Junction, Singjamei BR, Manipur
University, Kangla West Gate,
Chingmeirong (War Cemetery)
and Lamlong Bazar before arriv-
ing at the City Convention Centre.

Eight members of the
Women's National team from
Manipur, including captain
Ngangbam Sweety Devi,
Elangbam Panthoi Chanu,
Nongmaithem Ratanbala Devi,
Hemam Shilky Devi, Grace
Dangmei, Phanjoubam Nirmala
Devi and Lynda Serto Kom, who
recently qualified for the 2026
AFC Women's Asia Cup, were
also present at the roadshow 
flag off.

Jharkhand's Tejnarayan
appointed coach of
Bahrain Kabaddi team

Jasprit Bumrah topples Kapil
Dev's record for most five-wicket
hauls for India in away Tests

Jharkhand, Haryana, Mizoram
& Odisha book berths in SF

DURAND CUP RETURNS TO IMPHAL WITH A GRAND TROPHY TOUR

DON'T THINK ALONSO'S
SCARED TO DROP 
ANYONE: GARETH BALE
EXPECTS "BIG CHANGES"
IN REAL MADRID 
UNDER NEW COACH

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former
Real Madrid star winger
Gareth Bale expects new head
coach Xabi Alonso to make
"big changes" at the club, con-
sidering he is not scared to
"drop anyone".

After savouring success
with Bayer Leverkusen, Alonso
left the German side and
returned to Madrid to add sil-
verware after Los Blancos
endured a trophyless season
under former coach Carlos
Ancelotti.

Bale, who won five
Champions League and three
LaLiga titles with Real Madrid,
pondered whether Alonso can
conjure a style of play that
allows the team's premier for-
wards Kylian Mbappe and
Vinicius Junior to operate in a
coherent team.

"I think if you look off what
he did at Leverkusen, yes, and
now he's arguably got better
players to work with and I
imagine a bigger transfer kitty.
So I would like to think Xabi
has got the respect of the play-
ers, and the players will play
for him. So I expect big
changes and I expect them to
play the way he wants them,
and if they don't, I don't think
Xabi's scared to drop anyone,"
Bale said ESPN FC TV.

"So I would like to think
Xabi has got the respect of the
players and the players will
play for him. So I expect big
changes and I expect them to
play the way he wants them
and if they don't, I don't think
Xabi's scared to drop anyone,"
he added.

Ahead of the upcoming sea-
son, Madrid have made two
prominent acquisitions.
Defenders Trent Alexander-
Arnold was brought in from
Liverpool, and Dean Huijsen
from Bournemouth. The duo
were unavailable as Real
Madrid's 2024/25 campaign
ended without a trophy follow-
ing their 4-0 hammering
against Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG) at the Club World Cup
semi-finals.

The result attracted wide-
spread criticism for Mbappe,
despite his rich goal-scoring
form. After making a move
from Paris to Madrid, PSG lift-
ed its maiden UEFA
Champions League and
stormed into the Club World
Cup final despite Mbappe's
absence. On the other hand,
Mbappe netted 31 goals to fin-
ish as La Liga's top goal-scorer
but failed to save Madrid from
a trophyless season.

"It's a difficult one because
he's still scoring the goals, he's
still doing good things, it's just
they haven't won anything this
season. I think at Real Madrid
you're expected to win every-
thing, so it's a tough one
because he's still delivering on
the pitch, but maybe he's not
having those moments," Bale
said of Mbappe. "So I guess it's
now up to Xabi to find that
blend of pressing and trying to
get the best out of him and
saving his energy for when you
need him. So yeah, it's going to
be a tough one. I wouldn't like
to criticise him and say he's
had a bad season because of
the goals and everything. But
yeah, being his name, what
you're expecting him to do, of
course, everyone's going to
always expect more," he
added. 

WITH CONFIDENCE HIGH,
VENKATESH KENCHE EYES
STRONG EUROPEAN 
TOUR WITH INDIA 'A'
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The India 'A' Men's
Hockey Team is off to a flying start, registering
back-to-back wins -- 6-1 and 6-0 -- against
Ireland to open their eight-match European
tour, as per a press release from Hockey India.

Among the standout performers is forward
Venkatesh Kenche, a rising talent known for his
blistering ball speed and relentless attacking
mindset, who is determined to make the most of
this opportunity.

After earlier stints at the Junior National
Camp in 2016 and 2018, Kenche has made a
spirited return to the India setup. He credits this
breakthrough to consistent performances on the
domestic circuit. "I have been training and prac-
tising very hard. It has been my goal to play for
India. I focused a lot on my basics and fitness,
and that has really helped my game. The
domestic circuit is very competitive, with many
strong teams, which has pushed all of us to
improve," he said as quoted by Hockey India's
press release. Kenche played a key role in
Hockey Maharashtra's bronze medal win at the
National Games and their quarter-final finish at
the Senior National Championship. On making
his debut for India 'A', an emotional Kenche
said, "It has been a dream come true to repre-
sent India. I am very proud -- and so is my fam-
ily. They've always supported and encouraged
me, and never put any pressure on me. I am
really grateful to them." Reflecting on the differ-
ences between domestic and international hock-
ey, Kenche acknowledged the shift in tempo and
tactical depth. "The game plan is very different
here, and the intensity is much higher. The
coaches focus a lot more on planning, and it's
important to listen carefully to perform well," he
explained.

Helsinki Cup: Minerva Academy in
Round-16 with thumping 7-0 win

3rd Test (Day 2, Tea): Nair, Rahul stitch India's
comeback after Jaiswal falters against Archer's pace
LONDON [UK] : Karun Nair and KL Rahul
stitched India's return after Jofra Archer
made early inroads and cut short Yashasvi
Jaiswal's stay at the crease on Day 2 of the
third Test against England on Friday at the
'Home of Cricket', Lord's.

At the stroke of Tea, India put 44/1 in
14 overs on the board, trailing by 343 runs
with Rahul and Nair unbeaten with scores
of 13(34) and 18(42), respectively.

The second session began with India
making inroads to pull the curtains down
on England's innings. Mohammed Siraj
forced an outside edge from Jamie Smith
(51), which travelled straight to the substi-
tute wicketkeeper Dhruv Jurel behind the
stumps.

Brydon Carse flexed his boundary-hit-
ting prowess, but Jofra perished as
Bumrah rattled his stumps to punch his
return ticket on 4(11), bringing up his
maiden five-wicket haul at Lord's. Carse
brought up his half-century by picking up
Siraj's slower delivery and dispatching it
for a towering maximum.

Siraj was left in dismay after Jurel
managed to get fingertips on the ball but

fumbled it, allowing Carse the opportunity
to continue with his belligerent approach.
Eventually, Siraj got Carse wth the yorker
ploy and castled him on 56(83), marking
the end of England's innings on 387.

England speedster Archer, who

returned to the format after four years,
enchanted the spectators with his blister-
ing pace in his first over. On the third
delivery, he lured a healthy leading edge
from Yashasvi Jaiswal, which flew to
Harry Brook, stationed at the second slip.
Karun and Rahul forged India's comeback
and ensured India remained unscathed
before returning for tea with an unbeaten
partnership of 31.

At the beginning of the day, England
took to the field in the first session at
251/4, with Root (99*) and skipper Ben
Stokes (39*) unbeaten.

In the first ball of the day with a bound-
ary, Root continued his incredible run at
Lord's, notching his ninth international
ton at the venue and his 37th century in
Test cricket, climbing to fifth spot among
all-time Test centurions.

In the 86th over, Jasprit Bumrah pro-
duced the breakthrough for India, produc-
ing a brilliant nip-backer that crashed into
Stokes' top of off-stump, removing him for
44 in 110 balls, with four boundaries.
England was 260/5, ending an 88-run
partnership between two of the most sen-

ior players in the group.
Jamie Smith was next up on the crease

and immediately went after Mohammed
Siraj with two cracking fours.

However, in the very next over, Bumrah
once again came in clutch, castling Root
for a 199-ball 104 consisting of 10 fours
and then getting Chris Woakes caught
behind by Dhruv Jurel for a golden duck.
England was 271/7.

Smith continued his attacking brand of
cricket, collecting boundaries against Siraj
and Bumrah and playing some fine shots,
displaying his class and power. The 300-
run mark came up for England in 92.3
overs. Even Carse produced some handy
boundaries.

Smith continued his red-hot form,
reaching his fifty in 52 balls, with six fours.
On the same delivery, England reached
their 350-run mark. Smith and Carse
made sure that England ended the session
without any further trouble.

Brief Scores: England: 387 (Joe Root
104, Brydon Carse 56; Jasprit Bumrah
5/74) vs India 44/1 (Karun Nair 18*, KL
Rahul 13*; Jofra Archer 1/16). 


