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Trade unions daylong 
strike, life largely remain 
unaffected in Bengal

World's largest dam project in
China a 'water bomb' for India,
feels Arunachal CM Khandu

Namibia is a 'valued and trusted 
partner' in Africa, says PM Modi

Mamata Banerjee slams NITI Aayog, alleges
political disrespect towards Bengal

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee met Tata Sons and Tata Group Chairman N. Chandrasekaran. According
to sources, their conversation focused on deepening the Tata Group's presence in the state, highlighting Bengal's emer-
gence as a preferred destination for forward-looking industry leaders. The meeting was held at the state secretariat,
Nabanna, on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has is-
sued a sharp rebuke to
NITI Aayog over what she
described as a “grave and
unacceptable” error in an
official report—using the
map of Bihar instead of
West Bengal in a document
meant specifically for her
state. In a strongly-worded
letter to NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Suman Bery, the
Chief minister termed the
mistake “an affront to the
identity and dignity of West
Bengal.” “In the 'Summary
Report for the State of
West Bengal', published by
NITI Aayog and available

on its official website, the
map intended to represent
West Bengal instead de-
picts the territory of
Bihar,” she wrote. “This is
not merely a technical
oversight. It reflects a dis-
turbing lack of diligence
and respect toward the
federal structure of India.”
Raising questions about
the credibility of the insti-
tution, she further added,
“This lapse casts doubt on
the rigor and reliability of
NITI Aayog’s work, which
is relied upon by policy-
makers and citizens alike.”
Mamata Banerjee de-
manded an immediate
public apology, correction

of the report, and institu-
tional safeguards to pre-
vent future errors of this
nature. The Trinamool
Congress (TMC) also con-
demned the incident, as-
serting that this was not a
clerical mistake but a po-
litically motivated act re-
flecting the BJP-led
central government's
disregard for Bengal.
“When the country's pre-
mier planning body com-
mits such a glaring
mistake, it is not just ad-
ministrative negli-
gence—it signals
contempt for Bengal,”
the party said.

TMC leader Saket

Gokhale, MP, also lashed
out at the Centre via so-
cial media, stating, “The
Central government can-
not even place Bengal
correctly on the map.
This is shameful. Despite
two Union Ministers and
12 BJP MPs from Bengal,
such an error is inexcus-
able.” Mamata Banerjee
further alleged a pattern
of targeted marginalisa-
tion, saying, “Insulting
Bengal has become a
habit for the BJP—be it
through attempts to im-
pose NRC, harass Bengali
speakers in Hindi-speak-
ing states, or undermine
our culture and identity.”

MI News Service, Kolkata: New Delhi :
The Bharat Bandh called by 10 central
trade unions on Wednesday evoked  al-
most no response in West Bengal, even as
CPI(M) workers tried to stop the public
transport system, including the train serv-
ices at different parts of the state.

In some places, the strike supporters
were involved in heated arguments with
the police and administration officials to
enforce Bandh even as there was no visi-
ble support for them among the general
public for a day long closure  in the city
and even in districts. At the Sealdah North
and Sealdah South railway divisions,
strike supporters tried to stop train serv-
ices by sitting on tracks at different
places.However, the state administration
acted swiftly to ensure normalcy by de-
ploying additional police forces across
major transit points and urban centres,
and operating more bus services. In many
places, police lathi-charged demonstra-
tors to maintain normalcy and smooth
transport operations. The Bengal govern-
ment through a circular on Tuesday has
made attendance  mandatory for all state
employees, reinforcing its position against
shutdowns that disrupt public life and
economic activity. The government notice
stated, “In view of call given by different
trade unions and others for a 24 hours’
nationwide strike/bandh on the 9th July,
2025 (Wednesday), it has been decided
that all State Government offices, includ-
ing those provided with Grants-in-Aid by
the State Government, shall remain open
and all the employees shall report for duty
on that day. It has been decided that no
Casual Leave or any other leave for ab-
sence either in the 1st half or in the 2nd

half or for the whole day shall be granted
to any employee on the above-mentioned
day.” The government notification men-
tioned that the absence of employees will
be treated as ‘dies-non’ and no salary will
be issued for the day.

However, it granted exemptions in
cases such as hospitalisation of the em-
ployees; bereavement in the family, severe
illness and absence continuing before July
9; employees who had been on child care
leave, maternity leave, medical leave, and
earned leave sanctioned before July 9.

The nationwide general strike was
called on Wednesday to oppose the “anti-
worker, anti-farmer and anti-national
pro-corporate policies” of the Central gov-
ernment. The Samyukta Kisan Morcha
and the joint front of agricultural work-
ers’ unions have also extended support to
the bandh and decided to organise mas-
sive mobilisations in rural India, as per
the trade union leaders.

West Bengal CITU president Anadi
Sahu said the strike was called in protest
against the Centre’s economic and labour
policies, including the rising cost of living,
widespread joblessness, and the increase
in contractual work. He criticised the new
labour codes and the push for public sec-
tor privatisation, arguing they undermine
workers’ rights and long-standing protec-
tions.    However, the trade unions had
exempted essential services from the
purview of the strike  so that these serv-
ices remained unaffected.

Though the strike had almost  no im-
pact in West Bengal, there were reports
of the strike impacting a select few serv-
ices in Kerala, Jharkhand, and
Puducherry.

MI News Service,  Itanagar : China's mega
dam being built near the Arunachal
Pradesh border will be a ticking "water
bomb", an existential threat and a bigger
issue than anything else apart from the
military threat, the state's Chief Minister
Pema Khandu has said.

In an interview  with a tv channel here
on Wednesday, Khandu said the world's
largest dam project on the Yarlung
Tsangpo river, the Tibetan name for
Brahmaputra, is a matter of grave con-
cern as China is not a signatory to the in-
ternational water treaty that could have
forced it to abide by international norms.

"The issue is that China cannot be
trusted. No one knows what they might
do," said Khandu.   "Setting aside the mil-
itary threat from China, it seems to me
that this is a far bigger issue than any-
thing else. It is going to cause an existen-
tial threat to our tribes and our
livelihoods. It is quite serious because
China could even use this as a sort of
'water bomb'," he said.

The dam project, known as Yarlung
Tsangpo dam, was announced after Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang visited the bor-
der region in 2021. According to reports,
China approved the construction of the
USD 137 billion, five-year project in 2024.
It is projected to produce 60,000 MW of
power, making it the world's largest hy-
dropower dam. Had China signed the in-
ternational water treaty, Khandu said,
there would have been no problem be-
cause it would be mandatory to release a
certain amount of water downstream for
the basin, for aquatic and marine life.

In fact, if China was a signatory to in-
ternational water-sharing agreements,
this project could have been a blessing for

India, he said. For one, it would have pre-
vented the summer flooding of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Bangladesh where
the Brahmaputra flows.

"But China is not a signatory, and that
is the problem... Suppose the dam is built
and they suddenly release water, our en-
tire Siang belt would be destroyed. In
particular, the Adi tribe and similar
groups... would see all their property,
land, and especially human life, suffer
devastating effects," he said. The chief
minister said that because of this, after
discussions with the Government of India,
the Arunachal Pradesh government has
conceived a project called the Siang
Upper Multipurpose Project, which will
serve as a defence mechanism and en-
sure water security.

"I believe China is either about to
start or has already started work on their
side. But they do not share any informa-
tion. In the long run, if the dam is com-
pleted, our Siang and Brahmaputra rivers
could dry up considerably," he said.

For India's water security, he said, if
the government can complete its own
project as planned, it will be able to meet
the water requirements from its own
dam.

In the future, if China releases water,
there will definitely be flooding, but it can
be controlled, he said. For this reason,
Khandu said, the state government is
holding discussions with the local Adi
tribes and others in the area. "I am going
to arrange a meeting very soon to raise
further awareness about this issue," he
said. Asked what the government can do
against the Chinese move, the chief min-
ister said the government just cannot sim-
ply protest and sit idle.

Blaze in four-storey 
building, over 100 rescued

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Noida: About 100
residents were rescued
after a massive fire broke
out in a four-storey build-
ing in Naya Gaon Gali No.
1 of Sector 87 under the
Phase II police station
area of Noida late on
Tuesday night. No casual-
ties have been reported.

The intense fire forced
the residents to run to the
roof of the building to
save their lives. However,
they were trapped on the
roof until personnel from
the fire brigade rescued
them. The fire has been
brought under control.
Chief Fire Officer Pradeep
Kumar said on Wednes-
day , "Six fire tenders and
hydraulic platforms were
dispatched to the spot
from the nearest and
other fire stations. An LPG
cylinder exploded on the

first floor of the building,
and the entire apartment
was engulfed in smoke.
About 100 people were
trapped on the roof and
were rescued by firefight-
ers. The fire is under con-
trol, and there has been
no loss of lif

On July 4, an AC
caught fire at a housing
society under the Bisrakh
Police Station area of
Greater Noida West. No
loss of life was reported in
the incident, and the fire
was extinguished by three
fire tenders. All items in
the flat were reduced to
ashes in the fire.

Locals said they no-
ticed thick smoke ema-
nating from the flat and
informed the police and
firefighters. The fire was
so intense that it took
quite longer for firefight-
ers to douse the fire. 

Third IAF Jaguar fighter aircraft crashes this year Flash flood hits Tripura, rendering  over 100 families homeless

MI News Service, Jaipur : In a tragic incident  a  twin-
seater Jaguar trainer aircraft of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) crashed in Rajasthan’s Churu district on Wednes-
day afternoon, marking the third Jaguar-related crash
this year.The fighter aircraft, which had taken off from
Suratgarh air base, went down in an agricultural field
near Bhanoda village around 1.25 pm, according to local
authorities.Kamlesh, Station House Officer (SHO) of Ra-
jaldesar, confirmed that human body parts were recov-

ered from the crash site, indicating potential fatalities.
“We are coordinating with defence officials and rescue
personnel. More details will follow as the investigation
progresses,” he said. This incident marks the third crash
involving a Jaguar aircraft in 2025, raising concerns
about the fleet’s operational safety.In April, a twin-seater
Jaguar aircraft crashed shortly after taking off from Jam-
nagar Airfield during a night mission. The IAF later re-
ported that the pilots had encountered a technical
malfunction mid-flight and ejected to avoid further risk.
Squadron Leader Siddharth Yadav tragically succumbed
to injuries sustained during the ejection, while the second
pilot survived with injuries.A month earlier, in March,
another Jaguar crashed near Ambala, Haryana during a
training sortie. The pilot safely ejected, and no casualties
were reported. The IAF had stated that the pilot steered
the aircraft away from populated areas before ejecting,
avoiding damage to civilian life and property. 

MI News Service, Agartala : Over 100
families have been rendered home-
less after their  houses were inun-
dated  and swept away in a flash flood
in South Tripura district, officials said
on Wednesday. All schools and an-
ganwadi centres in the district will re-
main closed during the day as a
precautionary measure. The district
administration has asked people liv-
ing in low-lying areas to remain alert
in the wake of  more instances of flash
flood caused by incessant rain for-
more than 24 hours since Tuesday
morning. As a result the water level
in Muhuri River has started flowing
above the danger level (15.70 me-
tres), flooding both sides of the em-

bankment and affecting  many fami-
lies and their dwellings. “Due to in-
cessant rainfall since Monday night,
many low-lying areas in Belonia and
Santirbazar subdivisions were sun-
merged by surging floodwaters. As
many as 289 people of 118 families
have taken shelter in 10 relief camps
with their domestic animals and
pets,” South Tripura District Magis-
trate (DM) Muhammad Sajad said.
The water level in Muhuri was flow-
ing at 15.70 metres, which is  above
the danger level, but fortunately the
intensity of rain hasnow come down
a little during the past few hours, he
said and hoped that the situation
would gradually improve. Sajad said

however, in spite of that  people living
in low-lying areas were asked to re-
main alert and ready for immediate
evacuation if the need arises. “The
disaster management teams and civil
officials are ready to render any help
at short notices and the situation is
being constantly monitored,” he said.
Sajad said all the schools and angan-
wadi centres shall remain closed  as
a preventive measure in the wake of
the flash flood. Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister Manik Saha  have taken stock of
the latest flood situation in the district
and asked  the local authorities to
take all possible measures to help the
affected people to mitigate their mis-
ery,”

Leftist and Congress activists took part in a rally  during a nationwide general strike called
by trade unions, protesting what they describe as the government's anti-worker policies, in
Kolkata on Wednesday.

MI News Service, New Delhi / Windhoek
(Namibia): India seeks to boost bilateral
cooperation with Namibia, which is a
"valued and trusted partner" in Africa,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday as he arrived here on the final
leg of his five-nation tour.

This is the first visit of Prime Minister
Modi to Namibia and the third-ever Prime
Ministerial visit from India to the country,
situated near the Southern tip of Africa.

The Prime Minister was received by
Selma Ashipala-Musavyi, Minister of In-
ternational Relations and Trade of
Namibia, at the airport where he was ac-
corded a traditional welcome on his ar-
rival . .uring the visit Prime minister Modi
will hold bilateral talks with President Ne-
tumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah.  PM Modi is vis-
iting Namibia at the invitation of President
Nandi-Ndaitwah, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said in a press release in
New Delhi at the completion  of  PM
Modi’s five-nation tour to Ghana, Trinidad
& Tobago, Argentina, Brazil and Namibia.
Soon after his arrival here this morning,
the Prime minister wrote in his X handle
“Landed in Windhoek a short while ago.
Namibia is a valued and trusted African
partner with whom we seek to boost bi-
lateral cooperation. Looking forward to
meeting President Dr. Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah and addressing the Namibian

Parliament today”.
During his visit, the prime minister

will also hold bilateral talks with Presi-
dent Nandi-Ndaitwah and pay homage to
the Founding Father and first President of
Namibia, late Dr Sam Nujoma.

The large Indian diaspora in Namibia
expressed immense excitement and antic-
ipation as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
arrived in the country's capital, Wind-
hoek, on Wednesday morning, marking
his first visit to the country and the third-
ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister.

Members of the Indian community
welcomed PM Modi and shared their en-
thusiasm by presenting a 'Garba' dance to
welcome  him at the airport.

"We are thrilled that PM Modi has ar-
rived in Namibia and we have  presented
a Garba dance to welcome the PM,"  they
stated. “This is the first time I am going to
meet Modi ji, and I am very excited," said
a member of the diaspora.

Earlier today, PM Modi arrived at the
Hosea Kutako International Airport and
was met with a warm reception, as he
was greeted by the Namibian Minister of
International Relations and Trade, Selma
Ashipala-Musavyi, reflecting the signifi-
cance of this diplomatic engagement.

"PM Narendra Modi lands in the capi-
tal city of Windhoek, Namibia, to a warm
welcome. 

Protests erupt
against special
revision of 
electoral rolls 
in Bihar
MI News Service,   New
Delhi / Patna : Protests
erupted across Bihar on
Wednesday against the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, as
part of which top leaders
of the opposition Maha-
gathbandhan, including
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, converged in the
state capital.

The INDIA bloc, of
which the Mahgathband-
han is a part, is support-
ing the nationwide
'chakka jam' called in
protest against the four
labour codes, but in Bihar
the opposition coalition
has chosen to also high-
light its reservations
which allegedly threatens
to "disenfranchise a sub-
stantial number of vot-
ers", barely a few months
ahead of the assembly
polls, to "benefit" the rul-
ing NDA.

Rahul Gandhi was
joined by RJD's Tejashwi
Yadav besides D Raja,
MA Baby and Dipankar
Bhattacharya, general
secretaries of CPI, CPI(M)
and CPI(ML) respectively,
in a giant procession that
commenced at the In-
come Tax crossing,
around a hundred me-
tres from vital installa-
tions such as the Patna
High Court, besides of-
fices of many political
parties.

Leaders of the Maha-
gathbandhan including
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha and for-
mer deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav on Wednesday led
the Opposition’s “chakka
jam” across the state to
protest against the ongo-
ing special intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls in
the poll-bound state.
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Bengal

Nurul Islam Khan
Labor organizations are on 

the road to make a general 
strike a success on Wednes-
day to keep the country's de-
velopment momentum going.  
To make this general strike 
a success, strike support-
ersgroups have clashed with 
the police and Trinamool 
Congress in various parts of 
the state. Many were injured 
and arrested. Many wom-
en activists, including Sujan 
Chakraborty and Srijan Bhat-
tacharya, were attacked. The 
police also slapped the strik-
ing workers! When they went 
on strike on various streets 
including College Street, they 
were brutally tortured by a 
section of the police. CITU 
state president Anadi Sahu 

claimed that the strike in the 
state was successful. Most of 
the roads in the city were de-
serted. Workers and employ-
ees in the districts have also 
responded to this strike in a 
big way. The organization's 
state secretary, Ziaul Alam, 
expressed the same opin-
ion. CPIM State Secretary 
and Politburo leader Mo-
hammad Salim said, "This 
strike has been successful 
as it was called by all trade 
union organisations in India 
except the BJP-controlled 
BMS and the Trinamool-con-
trolled trade unions." He 
said that this strike is in pro-
test against the central gov-
ernment's decision to repeal 
29 labor laws and introduce 
four labor codes. The strike 

is demanding the repeal of 
the Labor Code Bill. Essen-
tial institutions including 
banks, insurance, railways, 
power plants, and airlines 
have already begun to be 
handed over to domestic 
and foreign capitalists. The 
current central government 
is shamelessly surrendering 
to the corporate capitalists. 
Even within the police, the 
trend of hiring civic police 
has increased, while perma-
nent recruitment has been 
stopped. The skyrocketing 
prices of essential commod-
ities have left the people 
breathless. In a word, this 
general strike is against the 
undemocratic and anti-peo-
ple activities of the govern-
ment.

MI News Service,  
Kalyani: A disturbing vid-
eo of a group of schoolboys 
allegedly beating a stray 
dog to death under the su-
pervision of their school HM 
has sparked widespread 
outrage in West Bengal’s 
Nadia district. The incident 
reportedly took place in-
side the premises of Netaji 
Vidyamandir (for Boys), at 
Gayeshpur in Nadia's Kaly-
ani.

The video, which went 
viral on Tuesday, shows a 
group of uniformed minors 
and two adults standing in 
a school field as a stray dog 
lies in an unconscious, near-
dead state. The animal ap-
pears to have been severely 

beaten with sticks. Witness-
es and social media users 
claim that the school HM 
was not only present during 
the act but also allegedly led 
the assault.

Soon after the video be-
gan circulating, several 
local residents and animal 
rights activists approached 
Kalyani police station late 
Tuesday night and lodged a 
formal complaint demand-
ing strict action against the 
perpetrators.

According to police sourc-
es, a First Information Re-
port (FIR) has been regis-
tered against the school’s 
headmaster and others in-
volved. “We are examining 
the video footage and veri-

fying the facts. Appropriate 
legal steps will follow based 
on our findings,” said a po-
lice official from Kalyani.

Local residents expressed 
shock over the incident, 
particularly over the al-
leged involvement of the 
HeadMaster. “Schools are 
supposed to teach compas-
sion, not cruelty,” said one 
resident, demanding the 
immediate suspension of 
the Headmaster. So far, the 
school authorities have not 
issued any official statement 
regarding the incident.

Animal welfare organisa-
tions have condemned the 
act and called for legal ac-
tion under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act.

MI News Service, South  
24 Pgs: A cloud of suspi-
cious and grief has engulfed 
the Deulibari Gram Pancha-
yat area under Kultali police 
station after the body of a 
20-year-old woman was re-
covered from her-in-laws' 
residence, barely a year and 
a half after her marriage. 
The deceased, identified 
as Monowara Molla, hailed 
from the Baruipur police 
station area. Her husband, 
Majhidul Mandal (23), and 
his family are now facing se-
rious allegation of domestic 
violance and murder.

According to Monowara's 
family, the marriage began 
with a phone-based relation-
ship that quickly turned into 
a formal union when friends 
and married her. While 
the couple initially lived at 
the bride's home, Majhidul 
soon took Monowara to his 
family's residence. Family 
members allege that de-

spite giving dowry, including 
cash and gold ornaments, 
Monowara faced repeated 
financial demands from her 
in-laws. Her father, Iman 
Ali Sheikh, claimed that Ma-
jhidul was involved in an 
extramarital affair. When 
Monowara confronted him, 
she was reportedly subject-
ed to physical and mental 
torture. “She was told she 
had to either accept the oth-
er woman in her husband’s 
life or end h er own,” said 
Iman Ali, adding that con-
tact with Monowara had 
become increasingly difficult 
in recent months. “She was 
not even allowed to speak 
freely over the phone,” he 
said. Monowara was sched-
uled to visit her parental 
home on Wednesday. How-
ever, by 8:30 p.m., the family 
received devastating news 
that she had allegedly died 
by suicide. Her last known 
conversation with her par-

ents had taken place around 
4:30 p.m. the same day. At 
the time of the incident, 
Monowara’s husband and 
father-in-law were reported-
ly away, working in another 
state. Only her mother-in-
law, younger brother-in-law, 
and sister-in-law were pres-
ent at home. Monowara’s 
family has firmly rejected the 
suicide theory, alleging that 
she was murdered by her 
in-laws. A formal complaint 
has been lodged at Kulta-
li Police Station. The body 
has been sent for post-mor-
tem examination, and police 
have launched an investiga-
tion into the case.“We are 
treating all angles seriously. 
The cause of death will be 
confirmed after the autopsy 
report is received,” a police 
official said. The incident 
has sparked significant ten-
sion in the area, with local 
residents demanding justice 
for the young woman.

MI News Service, Malda: In a startling revelation, 
three women have been caught red-handed sub-
mitting fraudulent applications for the *Rupashree 
Prakalpa*—a government scheme meant exclusive-
ly for unmarried women from economically weaker 
sections—despite being already married. One of the 
applicants is even reported to be a mother.

The incident took place in Harishchandrapur 
Block No. 2 of Malda district, prompting immedi-
ate administrative action and an order for further 
investigation. A special inspection team, compris-
ing Joint BDO Sonam Wangdi Lama, Block Welfare 
Officer Basudeb Pal, and Data Entry Operator of 
the Rupashree project Ashtami Ghosh, conducted 
a surprise verification drive across Daulatpur, Is-
lampur, and Bhaluka areas on Tuesday. During the 
door-to-door inspection of submitted applications, 
discrepancies were found in three cases. Two of the 
fraudulent applicants were identified in Jagannath-
pur village under Bhaluka region, while the third 
was found in Hati Chapa village. Upon reviewing 
supporting documents, the team confirmed that 
all three women were already married—thus dis-
qualifying them from receiving benefits under the 
Rupashree scheme. Officials have confirmed that 
their applications have been cancelled, and a de-
tailed report is being prepared for submission to 

the block administration. Further investigation is 
underway to determine whether more such cas-
es exist. The families of the accused applicants 
have claimed ignorance, stating that the women 
had applied from their in-laws’ homes after mar-
riage without informing them. The **Rupashree 
Prakalpa** is designed to support economically 
disadvantaged families by providing a one-time fi-
nancial grant of ₹25,000 to women ahead of their 
first marriage. To qualify, the applicant must be 
unmarried at the time of application, and her fa-
ther’s annual income must not exceed ₹1.5 lakh. 
This incident has triggered concern over potential 
misuse of welfare schemes and has prompted calls 
for stricter verification protocols to ensure trans-
parency and fairness in disbursal.

MI News Service,  
Krishnanagar: Odisha 
Police allegedly have de-
tained around 23 migrants  
Nadia labourers allegedly 
unlawfully, assuming them 
as Bangladesh nationals. 
Krishnanagar MP Mahua 
Maitra has raised her voice 
against the same through X 
handle.

Trinamool Congress MP 
Mahua Moitra has accused 
the Odisha police of unlaw-
fully detaining 23 migrant 
labourers from West Ben-
gal’s Nadia district. In a 
strongly worded statement, 
the Krishnanagar MP al-
leged that despite possess-
ing valid Indian identity 
documents, the workers 
were being harassed and 
treated as illegal migrants.

The workers, all residents 
of Mirzapur under the Pan-
ighata Gram Panchayat in 
Krishnanagar Lok Sabha 
constituency, had travelled 
to Odisha in search of em-
ployment. According to Ms. 
Moitra, they were detained 

by the police under Orient 
Police Station in Odisha’s 
Jharsuguda district and 
have remained in custody 
for several days.

Taking to social media 
platform X, Ms. Moitra post-
ed a video raising concerns 
over the workers’ treat-
ment. “Every Indian citizen 
has the constitutional right 
to live and work anywhere 
in the country. The workers 
have Aadhaar and voter ID 
cards. Despite that, they are 
being harassed because they 
speak Bengali,” she said.

Targeting the BJP, she re-
marked, “This never hap-
pened during Naveen Pat-
naik’s 24-year rule. Ever since 
the BJP has taken charge, 
such harassment of Bengali 

workers is on the rise.”
She warned of legal ac-

tion if the workers were 
not released immediately. 
“Don’t assume these work-
ers are alone. If they are not 
freed at once, we will move 
court,” she said, urging the 
Chief Minister of Odisha, the 
Chief Secretary, and the Di-
rector General of Police to 
intervene.

The Krishnanagar Dis-
trict Superintendent of Po-
lice has reportedly already 
spoken to officials in Odis-
ha regarding the issue, Ms. 
Moitra confirmed.

This incident follows 
recent reports of Benga-
li-speaking labourers be-
ing allegedly harassed and 
mistaken for Bangladeshis 
in Odisha. In some cases, 
intervention by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee helped bring back 
the detained workers. A 
case is also pending in the 
Calcutta High Court in con-
nection with such alleged 
discrimination.

MI News Service, West 
Medinipur: Patients Car-
ried in Hammocks as Mon-
soon Renders Village Road 
Unusable — Residents 
Demand Urgent Repai 
Narayangadh, Paschim Me-
dinipur: A heart-wrenching 
scene unfolded in the rain-
soaked Sandeuli village of 
Narayangadh No. 2 Gram 
Panchayat as 65-year-old 
Saraswati Samat, a heart 
patient, had to be carried 
in a hammock by villagers 
to reach the main road for 
medical attention.

The reason — the only 
access road to the village 
has become completely 
impassable due to inces-
sant monsoon rains. The 
incident has once again 
brought into sharp focus 
the deplorable condition 
of rural infrastructure in 
parts of West Bengal, espe-

cially in Paschim Medinipur 
district. Villagers say that 
despite repeated appeals 
to the administration, the 
nearly 700-meter stretch of 
road connecting the village 
to the main route remains 
in a dangerous and unus-
able state every monsoon. 
Saraswati Samat, a long-
time heart patient, suddenly 
fell seriously ill. However, 
with no ambulances able to 
access the flooded, muddy, 
and broken road, locals had 
no choice but to carry her 
manually on a makeshift 
sling for nearly a kilometer 
to reach the nearest point 
where a vehicle could be 
arranged. “This has been 
our reality for years,” said 
Nantu Puila, a local resi-
dent. “There are 25 fam-
ilies living in this village, 
all from Scheduled Caste 
communities. We have sent 

complaints and emails to 
everyone — from the Dis-
trict Magistrate to the Block 
Development Officer, from 
the SDO to the local Pancha-
yat Pradhan. But no one has 
acted.” He added, “Even bi-
cycles and motorbikes can’t 
make it through. In medical 
emergencies, we have to 
carry the sick on our shoul-
ders. It's inhumane.” The 
villagers have expressed 
deep frustration and are de-
manding immediate inter-
vention to repair the road, 
especially with the monsoon 
worsening conditions every 
day. Officials from the local 
administration have yet to 
issue a formal response to 
the latest incident. Mean-
while, the residents of 
Sandeuli continue to wait, 
fearing the next medical 
emergency that may come 
with no safe passage.

MI News Service, Asansol: The 
Asansol Municipal Corporation 
has come under serious scrutiny 
following allegations that Provi-
dent Fund (PF) contributions are 
being deducted from employee 
salaries but not deposited into 
their accounts. The issue primar-
ily concerns the corporation’s 
large number of temporary work-
ers, many of whom have been 
waiting for nearly two years to 
see their PF deposits reflected.

According to sources, the civ-
ic body employs approximately 
3,658 temporary workers and 
370 permanent staff. Employees 
allege that while 12 percent of 
their salaries are routinely de-
ducted as PF contributions — with 
many earning between ₹10,000 
to ₹15,000 — the corresponding 

amounts are not being credited to 
their Provident Fund accounts. To 
make matters worse, many work-
ers report not receiving pay slips, 
and only a few receive SMS alerts 
regarding salary and deductions. 
Concerned over the irregulari-
ties, several employees accessed 
their PF accounts online, only 
to discover that no deposits had 
been made for months, in some 
cases even years. Despite raising 
the issue multiple times with the 
municipal authorities, employees 
claim that no resolution has been 
offered. While many workers are 
aware of the alleged misappropri-
ation, they are hesitant to speak 
publicly due to fear of losing their 
jobs. When questioned, officials 
did not deny the allegations but 
instead attributed the responsibil-

ity to external agencies involved 
in the salary disbursement pro-
cess. The municipal leadership 
has indicated that the matter may 
involve administrative lapses but 
maintains that no formal com-
plaint has been received so far. 
The situation has raised broader 
concerns about financial account-
ability within public institutions. 
Observers fear that if the PF au-
thorities impose penalties or de-
mand interest on the unremitted 
amounts, the burden may ulti-
mately fall on taxpayers. An offi-
cial request for information under 
the Right to Information (RTI) Act 
has been filed to seek clarity on 
the matter. Meanwhile, the affect-
ed employees continue to demand 
an immediate investigation, prop-
er deposit of all outstanding dues. 

MI News Service,  
Kamarhati:  Tension has 
gripped the Ariyadah Pat-
bari area under Ward No.10 
of Kamarhati Municipality 
following a violent assaulted 
on a local youth allegedly by 
Shubham Singh, the brother 
of jailed former strongman 
Jayant Singh.

The victim, identified as 
Jeet Das, was reportedly 
attacked with bricks and 
bamboo sticks, sustaining 
serious head injuries. The 
incident occurred after a 
heated altercation on Mon-
day, allegedly sparked by 
a minor collision involving 
Jeet’s bicycle and Shubham 
Singh. According to eye-
witnesses and the victim’s 
family, Shubham Singh con-
fronted Jeet and allegedly 
said, “Don’t you know I’m 
Jayant Singh’s brother?” 
before calling in a group of 
accomplices. Despite Jeet's 
repeated apologies, he was 
reportedly restrained and 
brutally beaten. He lost 
consciousness for nearly 
15 minutes and was later 

rushed to Sagar Dutta Hos-
pital in a critical condition. 
His mother, Rinku Das, ex-
pressed deep concern for 
her son’s safety, stating, 
“His head was cracked 
open and blood was pour-
ing out. We are terrified he 
may be attacked again if 
he steps outside.” A formal 
complaint has been lodged 
at the Dakshineswar Po-
lice Station. The accused, 
including Shubham Singh, 
have reportedly been ab-
sconding since the attack. 
Police have launched a 
manhunt and are conduct-
ing raids at multiple lo-
cations to apprehend the 
culprits. Jayant Singh, once 
a feared name in the Ariya-
dah area, is currently serv-
ing time in jail. Local resi-
dents fear that his influence 
continues through his asso-
ciates and relatives, raising 
questions about law and or-
der in the area. Authorities 
have assured strict action 
and emphasized that no one 
will be spared, regardless of 
their background.

MI News Service,  
Shantipur:  A fourth-grade 
student was injured in a 
monkey attack in the Mon-
shatala area under Haripur 
Gram Panchayat in Nadia 
on Wednesday, causing pan-
ic among local residents. 
The incident occurred when 
the student, Rishika Sanyal, 
was returning home from 
Haripur Primary School 
with her friends.

Suddenly, a monkey at-
tacked her and bit her, 
leaving her injured. Upon 
hearing the news, her fam-
ily members and local res-

idents rushed to the spot 
and immediately took her to 
Santipur State General Hos-
pital. Doctors at the hospital 
provided her with necessary 
medical treatment.

Rishika's family has al-
leged that the monkey men-
ace in the area has been 
steadily increasing and 
has now become a serious 
threat, especially to chil-
dren. They have urged the 
administration to take im-
mediate steps to control the 
situation, warning that fail-
ure to act could lead to fur-
ther danger in the future.

MI News Service,  
Bankura:  Amid growing 
frustration over delayed 
payments and rising re-
sponsibilities, Accredit-
ed Social Health Activists 
(ASHAs) in the Kotulpur 
block of Bankura district 
staged a day-long strike 
and protest on Tuesday. The 
demonstration took place in 
front of Gogra Rural Hos-
pital, as part of a broader 
call for better remuneration 
and improved working con-
ditions.

The protesting ASHA 
workers have raised sev-
eral key demands: an im-
mediate increase in their 
monthly honorarium, clear-
ance of pending incentive 
payments, reimbursement 
of mobile bills, and a re-
duction in their expanding 
workload. Many claim that 
despite playing a crucial 
role in community health 
— especially in maternal 
and child welfare — they 
continue to face neglect 
from the state government. 
“We haven’t received our 
incentives for the past four 

months. Mobile bill reim-
bursements and other dues 
are also pending,” said 
one of the agitating ASHA 
workers. “Still, we continue 
working, even during med-
ical emergencies, survey 
duties, and health aware-
ness drives. But this burden 
is becoming unbearable.” 
Workers allege that apart 
from their existing respon-
sibilities, they are now be-
ing assigned new tasks — 
such as conducting physical 
health surveys of senior cit-
izens — without additional 
support or compensation. 
This growing workload is 
reportedly taking a toll on 
their physical and mental 
health. Despite repeated 
protests in different parts 
of the state, ASHA workers 
say their concerns remain 
unaddressed by the health 
department. The Kotulpur 
strike aims to draw urgent 
attention to their plight 
and press for long-over-
due reforms. Local health 
officials have yet to issue a 
statement in response to the 
protest.

MI News Service, Purulia:  A young man was allegedly beat-
en to death in Purulia district after being accused of stealing 
a mobile phone, sparking outrage and demands for justice in 
the region. The incident took place in Chakaltore village un-
der the jurisdiction of Tamna police station. The deceased has 
been identified as Tapas Mohapatra, a resident of Chakaltore. 
According to police and local sources, Tapas had visited an 
acquaintance’s house in Urma village, under Balrampur po-
lice station, on Sunday. He returned to his home on Tuesday 
morning. However, later that day, three youths from Urma vil-
lage allegedly arrived at his residence and confronted him over 
the suspected theft of a mobile phone. Eyewitnesses claim that 
Tapas was forcibly dragged out of his house and assaulted in 
front of his family. According to his relatives, after the initial 
beating, the attackers forcibly took him away in a car. 

Workers affected in labor union strike

School HM Accused of Leading Brutal 
Killing of Stray Dog in Kalyani; FIR Filed

20-year-old woman found dead at in-laws' home, 
family alleges murder over dowry and husband' affair

Three women caught submitting false applications 
for Rupashree scheme after marriage probe order

Patients carried in Hammocks as monsoon renders 
village road unusable- residents demand urgent repair

Provident fund deductions made, but no 
deposits- employees demand accountability

23 Bengali Workers ‘Illegally Detained’ in 
Odisha: Mahua Moitra Slams BJP Govt.

Kamarhati Violance: Youth 
brutally assaulted, brother of 

imprisoned Jayant Singh accused

Schoolgirl injured in Monkey bite

ASHA worker stage protest in Kotulpur 
over pending dues and excessive workload

Youth beaten to death over mobile theft allegation

Leftist and Congress activists take part in a rally, during a nationwide general strike called by the trade 
unions against what they describe as the government's anti-worker policies in Kolkata on  Wednesday.

Daily life remained unaffected as vehicles plied the roads, students were seen attending schools, and people were spotted loading trucks with goods during the nationwide strike called by trade unions, in Kolkata on Wednesday. 
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Bengal targets 8 key sectors
to boost industry and jobs

SMPK leads Indian Ports 

with record Q1 FY growth

KMC clears waterlogged areas in 
12 hours with rapid drainage response

Adjudicating Officer, Mr. Jai Sebastian, appointed by the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of India has issued Show Cause No-
tices (SCNS) to the entities/ Noticees mentioned below, which
could not be delivered at the last known address. Therefore, in
order to conduct an inquiry into the matter, Adjudicating Officer
has uploaded the following SCN an SEBI Website
(www.sebi.gov.in under the head Enforcement -> Unserved
Summons/Notices) for the information of the Noticees. The No-
ticees are advised that their reply to SCN, If any, should reach
the Adjudicating Officer through email at jais@sebi.gov.in, deep-
tis@sebi.gov.in, vijayc@sebi.gov.in, rishii@sebi.gov.in, and
yashk@sebi.gov.in within 14 days from the date of this publica-
tion in terms of the SCN. In order to conduct an inquiry into the
matter, Adjudicating Officer has granted opportunity of hearing
at the date and time mentioned in the 'Table A' through
tele/videoconferencing or physical mode at SEBI Bhavan II, C7,
G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai 400051.

N O T I C E

Show Cause Notices (SCNs)

Table A.

SCN 
Outward 
No. (A)

Noticee Name &
Address (B)

Date of 
Hearing (C)

Date of 
Hearing (D)

Bimla Joshi 
P-296,CIT Road,
Scheme-VIm,
Kankurgachi,
Kolkata, West 
Bengal,700054

Alaknanda 
Dealtrade Private
Limited
9/1A, Ramanath
Sadhu Lane,
Kolkata 700 007

11.45 am

12.00 pm

July 24, 
2025

July 24, 
2025

36448/2022

EAD-8/AS/
AK/40181/
12022

Ranjan Karmakar
HUF
15521 Murari Pukur
Road, Kolkata, West
Bengal-700067

12.15 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD 10/
SM/AE/
38098/1/2022

Swift Dealmark
Private Limited 
71A, Grant Lane
Kolkata West
Bengal 700012

12.30 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD-8/
AS/AK/
41411/1/
2022

EAD-8/
AS/SM/
32583/1/
2022

Ram Gopal
Gupta HUF
Uniworld City
Horizon Tower, 7
Flat 901, New
Town Action
Area III Kolkata
32 West 
Bengal - 700156

Ramesh Kumar 
Deosaria Co 
Paritosh Co. P-10
New Howrah Bridge
Approach Road Shop
No. 2, Kolkata, West
Bengal - 700001

12.45 pmJuly 24, 
2025

3.00 pmJuly 24, 
2025

35550/2022

Sushil Kumar Saraf
389 Block-G Flat 3A,
New Alipur Kolkata,
West Bengal - 700053

3.15 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD-10/
SM/DD/35930
/2022

Ramkrishna Karmakar

70 B Raja Dinendra

Street, Kolkata, West

Bengal - 700006

3.30 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD-8/
AS/SM/
33610/1/2022

Ranjit Karmakar

11H521 Murari Pukur

Road, Kolkata,

West Bengal - 700067

3.45 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD-8/
AS/SM/
33627/1/2022

Bankebihari 

Commercial Pvt Ltd.

912, Lal Bazar Street, 

Mercantile Building,

Kolkata, West Bengal -

700001

4.00 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD/EAD-4/
ADJ/GR/PU/3
2167/1/2022

Ambaashree 

Infratech Pvt Ltd

85 Metcalfe Street,

2nd Floor, Kolkata

700013

4.15 pmJuly 24, 
2025

SEBI/HO/EAD1
/24120/2021

Ranjeet Singh Baid

HUF 247, Old 39, GT

Road, BLC, 4th

Floor, Kolkata -

4.30 pmJuly 24, 
2025

EAD8/AS/AK/
40199/1/2022

Aashish Kumar
Goenka
3/1 Narayan Prasad
Babu Lane, Kolkata,
Kolkata, West 
Bengal, India, 700007

4.45 pmJuly 24, 
2025

SEBI/HO/EAD1/
10841/2021

Basundhara Marcom

Pvt Ltd.

2A, Ganesh Chandra

Avenue, Commerce

House, 7th Floor,

Room No. 10A,

Kolkata 700013

11.00 amJuly 25, 
2025

EAD
8/PM/NJMR/I
SOII/20638/1/
2021

Ravi Himmatramka
And Sons Huf CL 4B
Town Housing 
Complex Road, Flat
No. 3F Block 1
Kolkata 700052

Ritu Agarwal
Flat No. 2, RAA, 
7 Ghore Bibi Lane,
Kankurgachi,
Kolkata - 700054

11.15 amJuly 25, 
2025

11.30 amJuly 25, 
2025

AFD1/PoD/ADJ
/SSB/OW/P/
41696/2022
dated August
11, 2022

Noticees are advised to confirm about the persons who will be attending the hear-
ing at least three days before the date mentioned in col.(c) of the above table at
email id: jals@sebi.gov.in, deeptis@sebi.gov.in, vijayc@sebi.gov.in,
rishij@sebi.gov.in, and yashk@sebl.gov.in. The hearing web-link for tele/ video
conferencing shall be shared on the email id / mobile number provided by you at
email ids mentioned above. It may be noted that in case the Noticees fails to 
confirm by the date and time mentioned in col. (c) and (d) of the above table, it
shall be construed that the Noticees have waived to avail the opportunity of 
personal hearing. If, the Noticees or their Authorised Representatives fail to appear
for hearing on the said date and time, the Adjudicating Officer shall proceed further
in the matter on the basis of material available on record.

SEBI/HO/IMD/
DOF8/VP/OW
30741/1/2021

Anupama Agrawal
D 75 Bangur 
Avenue 3rd Floor
Kolkata 700055

11.45 amJuly 25, 
2025

SEBI/HO/EAD1
/SBM/KL/14475
/2022

Alok Singhania
Address 1: 123 A,
Piccaso Bithi,
Hunger Ford Street,
Flat - 4C, 4th Floor,
Kolkata -700017

12.00 amJuly 25, 
2025

35683/2022

Date: 26.06.2025 

Place: Mumbai

Jai Sebastian

Chief General Manager

CBC 15204/11/0127/2526

Daily life in Kolkata remained almost normal during the All-India General Strike called by Leftist trade unions on Wednes-
day.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment has identified eight
high-potential industrial
sectors as the cornerstone
of its next phase of eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation. Following a
high-level review meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee with the
State Level Investment
Synergy Committee on
Tuesday, Nabanna has de-
cided to prioritize these
sectors and accelerate
their development through
focused intervention and
swift policy execution.

To that end, a major
‘Business Industry Con-
clave’ has been scheduled
post-Durga Puja, where
key stakeholders will con-
verge to outline the
roadmap for these focus
sectors. The initiative is
being seen as a continua-
tion of the momentum gen-
erated by the Bengal
Global Business Summit.

The eight sectors that
have been designated as
high-priority include: steel,
gems and jewellery, infor-
mation technology, artifi-
cial intelligence, fintech
and semiconductors, food
processing, tourism, tex-
tiles and leather goods,
and pharmaceuticals and
healthcare. Dr. Amit Mitra,

Chief Economic Advisor to
the state government, em-
phasized the rationale be-
hind selecting these areas.
“These sectors have im-
mense capacity to spur in-
dustrial development,
create large-scale employ-
ment, boost exports, and
leverage Bengal’s natural
advantages. Additionally,
their contribution to in-
come generation and eco-
nomic diversification will
be critical,” he stated. Skill
development has also been
flagged as an integral com-

ponent of this growth
strategy.

Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant, who chairs the In-
vestment Synergy Commit-
tee, noted that the
committee holds review
meetings twice a month to
address challenges in im-
plementing proposals re-
ceived during the Bengal
Global Business Summit.
“Our mandate is to remove
procedural bottlenecks
and ensure timely ap-
provals for projects,” Pant
said

Over the past three
months, the committee has
granted ‘Consent to Estab-
lish’ for 3,165 industrial
proposals and ‘Consent to
Operate’ for another 369,
according to official
records.

By prioritizing these
strategic sectors, the state
government aims to rein-
force investor confidence,
streamline industrial
clearances, and usher in a
new era of inclusive and
sustainable industrializa-
tion in Bengal.

Speaker slams college misconduct;
urges immediate student union polls

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Amid rising concerns over
alleged ragging and mis-
conduct in several colleges
across West Bengal, As-
sembly Speaker Biman
Banerjee has voiced
strong criticism and called
for urgent corrective
measures. His remarks
come after viral videos
from two colleges—one in
Sonarpur and another in
Kolkata—sparked public
outrage and political dis-

comfort. One video shows
a newly admitted female
student massaging the
head of a senior male stu-
dent, allegedly a student
leader affiliated with the
ruling party’s student
wing. Another video cap-
tures a late-night Bhojpuri
music party within a tech-
nical institute, where girl
students were reportedly
summoned and made to
dance.

Condemning the inci-

dents, Speaker Biman
Banerjee stated, “What is
happening in these col-
leges is absolutely unac-
ceptable. These are not
signs of a civilised aca-
demic atmosphere. Such
actions must stop immedi-
ately. Neither the Chief
Minister nor the Education
Minister supports such
barbaric conduct. These
are acts of sheer inde-
cency and should be dealt
with firmly.”

Highlighting the struc-
tural vacuum in student
representation, Banerjee
emphasized the urgent
need for student union
elections. “Colleges must
conduct student body elec-
tions without delay. If
there is no elected student
parliament, then what role
does a student union really
have? This matter de-
mands serious introspec-
tion by the government,”
the Speaker said.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
Port, Kolkata (SMPK) has
registered a record-break-
ing performance in the
first quarter of FY 2025-
26, emerging as the top
performer among all
major Indian ports. Be-
tween April and June
2025, the port handled
17.186 million metric
tonnes (MMT) of cargo, re-
flecting a significant
21.21% growth over the
14.2 MMT managed dur-
ing the same period last
year. This growth under-
scores SMPK’s increasing
operational efficiency and
infrastructure capabilities,
reinforcing its crucial role
in India’s maritime sector.
A substantial increase was
also observed in container
traffic. In June 2025 alone,
the port managed 81,000
TEUs, marking a 25%
year-on-year rise from
65,000 TEUs in June 2024.
For the full quarter, SMPK
handled 234,270 TEUs,
which represents an im-
pressive 29.02% growth
compared to the previous
year. Several key com-
modities contributed to
this surge in volume. Veg-
etable oil traffic reached
1.095 MMT, up by 33.21%,

while cooking coal
throughput rose to 2.653
MMT, reflecting a 34.28%
increase. POL (Petroleum,
Oil and Lubricants) also
recorded steady growth,
reaching 2.495 MMT, a
rise of 14.45%.Chairman
of SMPK, Rathendra
Raman, attributed this
achievement to the collec-
tive efforts of the entire
SMP Kolkata community.
He lauded the commitment
of the port’s leadership
and staff, particularly ac-
knowledging the role of
Deputy Chairman  Samra-
tRahi.  Raman extended
gratitude to Eastern and
South Eastern Railways,
Customs, and the CISF unit
for their vital support. He
emphasized that this
growth reflects not just
performance but also the
port’s broader commit-
ment to national logistics
and trade development.
With its twin dock sys-
tems—the Kolkata Dock
System (KDS) and the Hal-
dia Dock Complex (HDC)—
SMPK continues to
enhance connectivity
across eastern and north-
eastern India and support
trade with neighboring
landlocked nations like
Nepal and Bhutan.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Kolkata, Chairman Rathen-
dra Raman addressing a meeting, speaking on the
record-breaking performance of SMP Kolkata in Q1 FY
2025-26, in Kolkata on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata received a
month’s worth of rainfall
in a single night—267 mm
recorded at Jodhpur Park
Pumping Station between
midnight Monday and
Tuesday morning. Yet, in
a feat of urban resilience
and preparedness, the
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) successfully
cleared the waterlogged
city within just 12 hours.

According to KMC’s
drainage department, the
scale of rainfall would
typically take days to
drain under normal cir-

cumstances. However, led
by Mayor-in-Council
(Drainage) Tarak Singh,
the civic body activated a
citywide emergency
drainage operation in-
volving over 50 vehicles
and multiple pump sta-
tions working simultane-
ously across affected
zones.

“This is the kind of
rain we prepare for all
monsoon. The fact that
citizens saw relief within
hours speaks volumes
about our department’s
efficiency and pre-plan-
ning,” said Singh.
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Name Change
I, Bano Das S/O -Late Subol Das,
Address -Vill+P.O -Charghat, P.S -
Swarupnagar, Dist. -North 24 pgs.
PIN-743247 W.B, my son's Mad-
hyamik Admit Card (Reg. No-
B3032041-023) Roll No.-B2521,
and Certificate No.- B2521-0023
Issue by W.B.B.S.E my name is
wrongly recorded as Bono Das
Dated on 04/07/2025. Ld. Executive
Magistrate 1st Class at Barasat
Court Affidavit declared  my correct
name is Bano and Bono Das is the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bappa Ali Mondal (Old Name)
S/o Khodabaksh Mondal Residing
at Barachupria Paschimpara,
Hanskhali, District - Nadia, Pin -
741502 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Bappa
Mandal (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit  Date 09-07-2025.
Bappa Ali Mondal (Old Name) and
Bappa Mandal (New Name) both
as same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dip Kumar Biswas, S/O. Sri Sudhir
Kumar Biswas, Age- 36, Resident-
Village and P. O. Sultangaccha, P. S.
Polba, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin-712148 do
hereby solemnly affirm & declare
before an affidavit before the Ld. Ju-
dicial Magistrate, First Class, at
Chinsurah, Hooghly vide affidavit
number 2808, date 8/4/2025, that in
my Aadhar card vide number.7532
2723 4011, PAN card & ration card
my father's name has been written
as Sudhir Kumar Biswas but in my
educational document my father's
name has been written as Sudhir
Biswas, that Sudhir Kumar Biswas
& Sudhir Biswas is the same & one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Himmat Kumar Bhaiya, son of Hi-
ralal Bhaiya, residing at 1/23, G R
Khemka Lane, Bally, PS-Liluah,
Howrah-711204, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that that
my correct name is Himmat Kumar
Bhaiya and Himmat Kumar Bhaiya
and Himmat Bhaiya is the same and
one identical person by the affidavit
before the Notary Public at Howrah
dated 7th July 2025.

Name Change
I, Biswajit Majumder declared that I,
Biswajit Majumder S/o. Bijan Kr-
ishna Majumder and/or Biswajit Ma-
jumder S/o. Bijan Majumder and/or
Bishwajit Majumdar S/o. Bijan Ma-
jumdar R/o. Mearber Kapidanga,
Chinsurah, Hooghly-712101, all are
the same & one identical person vide
an affidavit no. 5803 sworn before
Judicial Magistrate, Sadar, Hooghly
Court on 08/07/2025.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Mustakim Billaha
(old name) S/o. Abul Hassan Md
Nayeemuddin (Father), Mosam-
mat Selema Begam (Mother) R/o.
House No. N0003, Rampara, Dak-
shidihi, Jangipara, Serampore,
Hooghly-712706, W.B., have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Mus-
takim Billaha (new name) vide an
affidavit no. 6247 sworn before
S.D.E.M. Serampore, Hooghly
Court on 08/05/2025. Mohammad
Mustakim Billaha & Mustakim Bil-
laha & Md Mustakim Billaha S/o.
Abul Hassan Md Nayeemuddin
(Father), Mosammat Selema
Begam (Mother) all are the same
& one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rakiba Begam (old name) W/o.
Kazi Asfak Uddin R/o. Furfura,
Jangipara, Hooghly-712706, W.B.,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Rakiba
Khatun (new name) vide an affidavit
no. 9551 sworn before S.D.E.M. Ser-
ampore, Hooghly Court on 01/07
/2025. Rakiba Begam & Rakiba
Khatun W/o. Kazi Asfak Uddin all
are the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ravi Saraff (Old Name) S/O
Makhanlal Saraff,Residing At
6,Saint Georges Gate Road,Po-Hest-
ings,Kolkata-700022 ,West Bengal,
India.Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Ravi Kumar Saraff (New Name) As
Declared Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata  On 08/07/ 2025. Ravi
Saraff(Old Name) And Ravi Kumar
Saraff (New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kabita Majumder declared that I,
Kabita Majumder & Kabita Majum-
dar W/o. Biswajit Majumder R/o.
Near Harisava Primary School
Mallick Kashim Hat, Kapidanga
Colony, Chinsurah, Hooghly-
712101, both are the same & one
identical person vide an affidavit no.
04 sworn before S.D.E.M., Sadar,
Hooghly Court on 03/07/2025.

Name Change
I, Sanjeev Kumar Saxena(Old
Name) S/O Late Prahalad Pal Sax-
ena,Residing At Flat-1l,Tower-
2,B.L.Saha Road,South City Garden,
Po & Ps -New Alipore, Kolkata-
700053,West Bengal, India.Have
Changed My Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As  Sanjeev
Saxena(New Name) As Declared
Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata  Dated 09/07/2025. Sanjeev
Kumar Saxena (Old Name) And
Sanjeev Saxena (New Name) Both
Are Same And Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Jaber Khan & Md Zuber Khan
(old names) S/O Late Md Gani Khan,
residing at 8/1, Tiljala Shibtala
Lane, P.S.- Karaya, Kolkata-
700039, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Zubair Khan
(new name), as declared before the
Ld. 1st class Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore, vide an affidavit No. 25391,
dated 08/07/2025. Md Zubair Khan
(new name) and Md Jaber Khan &
Md Zuber Khan (old names) all are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Ashib Khan (old name) S/O
Md Zubair Khan, residing at 8/1,
Tiljala Shibtala Lane, P.S.- Karaya,
Kolkata- 700039, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Mo-
hammed Asif Faridi Khan (new
name), as declared before the Ld.
1st class Judicial Magistrate at Ali-
pore, vide an affidavit no. 25392,
dated 08/07/2025. Mohammed Asif
Faridi Khan (new name) and Md
Ashib Khan (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SYED ALI TARAFDER (old name)
S/O RABIYAL HAQUE TARAFDAR,
residing at VILL + PO BARATA-
JPUR,DIST HOOGHLY, 712306,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as SAIYED ALI TARAFDAR
(new name), as declared before
the notary public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 08/07/2025.
SAIYED ALI TARAFDAR (new
name) and SYED ALI TARAFDER
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, SAJJAD ALI TARAFDER (old
name) S/O SAIYED ALI TARAF-
DAR, residing at VILL + PO
BARATAJPUR,DIST HOOGHLY,
712306, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SAJJAD
ALI TARAFDAR (new name), as
declared before the notary public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
08/07/2025. SAJJAD ALI TARAF-
DAR (new name) and SAJJAD ALI
TARAFDER (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Israil Mondal & Sekh Isril Mondal
(old names) S/O Sk Abdul Basir Mon-
dal, residing at Jalamadul, Bhaga-
batipur, P.S.- Chanditala, Dist.-
Hooghly, Pin- 712701, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Sk Is-
rail Mondal (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 08/07/2025.
Sk Israil Mondal (new name) and Is-
rail Mondal & Sekh Israil Mondal
(old names) all are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Asik Mondal (old name) S/O
Sk Israil Mondal, residing at Jala-
madul, Bhagabatipur, P.S.- Chan-
ditala, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin- 712701,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Asik Mondal (new
name), as declared before the no-
tary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 08/07/2025. Asik
Mondal (new name) and Sk Asik
Mondal (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Feroz & Md Feroz
(old names) S/O Md Ismail Qureshi,
residing at 62, Dr. Sudhir Basu
Road, P.O.- Khiddirpore, P.S.- Ek-
balpur, Kolkata- 700023, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Md Firoz Qureshi (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
08/07/2025. Md Firoz Qureshi (new
name) and Mohammad Feroz & Md
Feroz (old names) all are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kartata Rao (old name) S/O Late
Naikenagoyala Rao, residing at
717/A-B, New Colony Kanchara-
para, Barrackpore, Dist.- North 24
Pgs, Pin- 743193, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Ko-
datata Rao (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 08/07/2025.
Kodatata Rao (new name) and Kar-
tata Rao (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Km Sharmeena  (old name),
Daughter of Sekh Mujifar Rahaman
and Wife of Ariful Mallick residing at
Azabnagar, P.O.- Paschim Tajpur,
P.S.- Chanditala, Hooghly Rural, Pin-
712706, W.B, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sharmina Mallick (new
name) as declared before the Notary
public at Kolkata dated 04/07/2025.
Sharmina Mallick (new name) and
Km Sharmeena (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Kaushik Biswas(Old Name) S/O
Krishna Pada Biswas,Residing At
Probodh Mitra Lane,North Dum-
dum(M),Barrackpore-700049,
West Bengal,India.Have Changed
My Name And  Shall Henceforth
Be  Known As Koushik Biswas
(New Name) As Declared Before
The Notary Public At Bidhanagar
On 03/07/2025. Kaushik Biswas
(Old Name) And Koushik Biswas
(New Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Triptai Saxena(Old Name) W/O
Sanjeev Saxena,Residing At Flat-
103,Shri Balaji Apartment, Indira
Nagar,Insaf Nagar,Sector-10,Dist-
Lucknow,Pin-226016, Uttar Pa-
radesh,India.Have Changed My
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be
Known As  Tripti Saxena(New
Name) As Declared Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata  Dated 09/07
/2025. Triptai Saxena(Old Name)
And Tripti Saxena (New Name) Both
Are Same And Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Abu Salek Kazi (old name) S/o.
Kazi Sakhauddin, R/o. Furfura,
Jangipara, Hooghly-712706, W.B.,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Kazi Abu
Salek (new name) vide an affidavit
no. 9553 sworn before S.D.E.M. Ser-
ampore, Hooghly Court on 01/07/
2025. Abu Salek Kazi & Kazi Abu
Salek S/o. Kazi Sakhauddin all are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asfak Uddin Kazi (old name) S/o.
Kazi Abu Salek, R/o. Furfura, Jangi-
para, Hooghly-712706, W.B., have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Kazi Asfak Uddin
(new name) vide an affidavit no.
9552 sworn before S.D.E.M. Seram-
pore, Hooghly Court on 01/07/2025.
Asfak Uddin Kazi & Kazi Asfak
Uddin S/o. Kazi Abu Salek all are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abdul Naim Mistry (old name) S/O
Abu Ishan Mistry, residing at Rajak-
gohalia, P.O.- Dosatina, P.S.- Bish-
nupur, Dist.- South 24 Parganas, Pin-
743503, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Abdul Nayem Mis-
try (new name), as declared before
the notary public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 07/07/2025. Abdul
Nayem Mistry (new name) and Abdul
Naim Mistry (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Furquan Ali (old
name) S/O МОНАМMMED SHAHID,
residing at 1,A.K. MD SIDDIQUE
LANE, PARK STREET, KOLKATA,
700016, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Md
Furqaan Ali (new name), as de-
clared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
08/07/2025. Md Furqaan Ali (new
name) and Mohammad Furquan
Ali (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Gilbart Gomes  (old name), son of
Anthony Gomes, residing at 76,
P.K. Guha Road, Ashirbad Apart-
ment, P.S.- Dumdum, Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 700028, W.B,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Gilbert Sunil Gomes (new name) as
declared before the Notary public
at Kolkata dated 09/07/2025.
Gilbert Sunil Gomes (new name)
and Gilbart Gomes (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Anita Devi (Old Name),wife of
Ajay Kumar,residing at Block - 3,
263 G.T. Road,Ps - Shibpur, Howrah
- 711102,West Bengal, shall hence-
forth be known as Anita Kumar
(New Name) vide an affidavit sworn
before the notary public at Howrah
on 05/06/2025, That Anita Devi and
Anita Kumar both are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hydar Ali Biswas (Old Name),son
of  Badaruddin Biswas, residing at
Gopalnagar, North 24 Parganas -
743262,West Bengal, shall hence-
forth be known as Haydar Ali
Biswas(New Name) vide an affi-
davit sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Kolkata on 08/07/2025. That
Hydar Ali Biswas and Haydar Ali
Biswas both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajesh Singh (Old Name),son of
Jugal Singh,residing at 1/2E Durga-
pur LANE,Alipore, Kolkata - 700027,
West Bengal,shall henceforth be
known as Rajesh Kumar Singh (New
Name) vide an affidavit sworn before
the notary public at Kolkata on
08/07/2025. That Rajesh Singh and
Rajesh Kumar Singh both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Ranadhir Barai,son of Kalicharan
Barui,residing at 189 Christian Para,
Ashokenagar,Po - Guma, North 24
Parganas - 743704, West Bengal,
shall henceforth be known as Rana
dhir Barui vide an affidavit sworn
before the notary public at Kolkata
on 26/06/2025.That Ranadhir Barai
and Ranadhir Barui both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Apurbo Barai,son of Ranadhir
Barui, residing at Christan Para,
Ashoknagar, Po - Guma, North 24
Parganas - 743704,West Bengal,
shall henceforth be known as
Apurba Barui vide an affidavit
sworn before the notary public at
Kolkata on 26/06/2025.That Apurbo
Barai and Apurba Barui both are
the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nirmal Kanti Moitra son of Late
Nikunja Behari Moitra, residing at B-
9/244, Kalyani, PO & PS Kalyani, Dist-
Nadia,741235, do hereby declare that
my surname was recorded as
MOITRA in my severalOfficial docu-
ments like Aadhaar 4621 4035 2611,
PAN -AEXPM4276R, PPO book.  By
affidavit at Kalyani 1st class ADJM
Court on 07/07/2025, I am known as
Nirmal Kanti Moitra in lieu of Nirmal
Kanti Maitra.Nirmal Kanti Moitra and
Nirmal Kanti Maitra is the same 
identical person.

Malda Division commences

preparation for Shravani
Mela at Sultanganj Station

MI News Service, Malda:
Malda Division has taken
elaborate measures to en-
sure that the devotees do
not face any difficulty
while attending the Shra-
vani Mela at Sultanganj
Station. The famous Shra-
vani Mela for this year will
be held from 11.07.2025 to
09.08.2025 During the
month-long Shravani Mela
A particular officer has
been nominated for each
day who will be present at
sultanganj throughout the
day to monitor various ac-
tivities. Station director of
Bhagalpur will be the co-
ordinating officer of Shra-
vani Mela. CMI/Jamalpur
will be deputed as Mela Of-
ficer who will assist the co-
ordinating officer of
Shravani Mela and will
work round-the-clock to
help the pilgrims. The fol-
lowing arrangements will
be made by Malda Divi-
sion-  

• Water Supply: • Ade-
quate arrangements will
be made to ensure a
round-the-clock supply of
drinking water. • Adequate
water supply will be avail-
able near the tourist shed.

•  Cleanliness: • Special
care will be taken to main-
tain cleanliness at station
platforms, toilets, and cir-
culating areas. • Immedi-
ate repairs and
improvements will be
made near toilet areas. •
The drainage system of
Sultanganj station will be
upgraded, and temporary
toilets will be provided. •
Public Announcements
and Information: • Contin-
uous announcements will
be made through the pub-
lic address system. • Ade-
quate arrangement for PA
system will be made. •
Prominent boards will be
placed at all platforms and
circulating areas to inform
pilgrims about the facilities
available at the station.

• Lighting and Comfort:
• Adequate lighting and
fan arrangements will be
ensured for the comfort-
able stay of pilgrims in
Mela shed. • Maintenance
supervisor along with sup-
porting staff will be avail-
able round the clock
during Mela period. • Suf-
ficient lighting should be
provided in circulating
area and also in areas

where toilets exit. • High
mast towers will be in-
stalled in the circulating
area to provide sufficient
lighting.

• Medical Facilities: •
Regular visits by a doctor
and a Medical Assistance
Booth will be set up. • Co-
ordination with St. John
Ambulance, Jamalpur, for
emergency services will be
ensured.

• Security and Commu-
nication: • A total of 40
CCTV cameras are cur-
rently available at Sultan-
ganj station. Additional
CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled at all strategic loca-
tions if required. •
Adequate numbers of
walkie-talkie will be pro-
vided to all concerned. •
Sufficient checking staff
will be available during the
mela period to guide and
assist pilgrims. • Adequate
RPF/GRP personnel will be
stationed during the Mela
period to ensure safety and
security. • Coordination
with local police and ad-
ministration will be en-
sured.

• Assistance and
Safety:• "May I Help You"
booths, Child Helpline, and
Women Helpline booths
will be established. • Rail-
way scouts and guides will
also be deployed for crowd
management.• Regular
train arrival and departure
announcements will be
made.• Issuance of suit-
able caution orders for
train crew. • Coordination
for the stoppage of addi-
tional trains during the
Mela period. • The section
between Kiul to Bhagalpur
has been electrified.
Everyone (pilgrims) should
be made aware of this fact
to avoid roof-top travelling
in trains and travelling on
top of buses at level cross-
ings.

Miscellaneous Provi-
sions: • Deployment of
technicians from various
departments to assist nom-
inated officers. • Availabil-
ity of fire extinguishers at
the station. • Joint inspec-
tion by supervisors from
all relevant departments to
assess requirements.

The Malda Division is
committed to providing a
safe and pleasant experi-
ence for all devotees at-
tending the Shravani Mela.

Additional Stoppage of Doon Express
at Tankuppa  Station from 10.07.2025
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Railway has decided to pro-
vide additional stoppage of
13009/13010 Howrah – Yog
Nagari Rishikesh – Howrah
Doon Express at Tankuppa
Station in Dhanbad Divi-
sion  over East Central Rail-
way with effect from
10.07.2025. 13009 Howrah
– Yog Nagari Rishikesh
Doon Express (journey

commencing on and from
09.07.2025)  and 13010
Yog Nagari Rishikesh –
Howrah Doon Express
(journey commencing on
and from 09.07.2025) will
arrive Tankuppa station at
04:08 hrs. and 21:32 hrs.
respectively. The trains will
stop at Tankuppa station
for 02 minutes on both 
directions.

Howrah Division conducts
Magistrate ticket checking

drive at Howrah Station

MI News Service, Howrah:
In a continued effort to curb
ticketing irregularities and
promote disciplined travel
among passengers, Howrah
Division of Eastern Railway
conducted a Magistrate
Ticket Checking Drive at
Howrah Station on 9th July
2025. The drive was carried
out in a focused and coordi-
nated manner under the su-
pervision of the Railway
Magistrate, in close associa-
tion with the Assistant Com-
mercial Manager, Howrah
Coaching (ACM/HC). The
joint enforcement team con-
sisted of 41 Ticket Checking
Staff (TTEs), 5 Chief Ticket
Inspectors, 10 personnel
from the Railway Protection
Force (RPF), and 1 Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP)
staff. The operation was
strategically planned to
cover multiple platforms and
high-footfall areas of the sta-
tion during peak hours, en-

suring maximum coverage
and detection of irregulari-
ties. The drive resulted in
the detection of 599 cases of
ticketing irregularities, out
of which a significant 482
cases were found to be of
ticketless travel. The total
revenue generated from
penalties and fines collected
during the drive amounted
to an impressive ₹1,97,135/–
. Such special drives not only
serve as a deterrent to tick-
etless travel but also reaf-
firm Eastern Railway’s
commitment to safeguard-
ing its revenue and ensuring
fairness to all genuine, fare-
paying passengers. Howrah
Division remains resolute in
its mission to uphold trans-
parency and accountability
in railway operations and
will continue to conduct such
proactive ticket-checking
campaigns at regular inter-
vals across key stations and
sections.

Howrah Division introduces innovative
wheelchair with Foldable Ramp to enhance

accessibility for Divyangjan Passengers

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a remarkable stride to-
wards inclusive passenger
amenities, Howrah Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway
has introduced a specially
designed wheelchair inte-
grated with a lightweight
foldable ramp to ease
boarding for disabled and
differently-abled passen-
gers. This thoughtful inno-
vation aims to provide

seamless and dignified mo-
bility support, enabling
users to board coaches—
whether ICF or LHB—di-
rectly in their wheelchairs
without needing to leave it.
The foldable ramp, weigh-
ing just 7 kg, is attachable
& detachable with
portable, offering ease of
handling by the users. De-
signed with robust engi-
neering, the ramp can
safely support up to 300
kg, ensuring complete sta-
bility during usage. This
initiative is a part of
Howrah Division’s continu-
ous efforts to enhance ac-
cessibility and provide
equal travel opportunities
for all passengers. Eastern
Railway remains commit-
ted to improving station
and train infrastructure for
Divyangjan, and this latest
measure underscores its
dedication to creating a
barrier-free and inclusive
travel environment.

58th garment buy-
ers & sellers meet
a great success
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal garment
industry came alive with the
58th Garment Fair and B2B
Expo being held over three
days from 7th to 9th July,
2025, at Science City,
Kolkata spread within 2 lac
sqft. area.  This event, or-
ganized by the West Bengal
Garment Manufacturers
and Dealers Association
(WBGMDA), which has been
a pivotal part of the industry
for 60 years, is expected to
create significant business
prospects. 

More than 1000 na-
tional and international
brands featured in this 58th
Garment Buyers & Sellers
Meet & B2B Expo, showcas-
ing a wide selection of
readymade garments for
kids, men, and women, and
generated commercial deal-
ings valued at around Rs.
1200-1500 crore in the
wholesale market.

The significance of the
event for the state's econ-
omy was underlined by the
presence of the State Gov-
ernment and leading busi-
nessmen and prominent
corporate houses who at-
tended the event, demon-
strating the significance of
the Association's endeavor
in boosting the State econ-
omy. 

The event was inaugu-
rated by: Sujit Bose, Minis-
ter of State for Fire,
government of West Bengal
with along  other notable
figures such as Hari Kishan
Rathi, President of WBG-
MDA; Vijay Kariwala, Sen-
ior Vice President of
WBGMDA; Pradeep Mu-
rarka, Vice President of
WBGMDA; Devendra Baid,
Hon. Secretary and Manish
Agarwal executive commit-
tee member of WBGMDA.

Kolkata celebrates
‘World Chocolate Day’
MI News Service, Kolkata:
World Chocolate Day which
was celebrated recently all
over world including in
Kolkata on July 7. This day
pays a tribute to the fact of
how chocolate was intro-
duced in  Europe in the 16th
century.  World Chocolate
Day is a day dedicated to all
chocolate lovers to indulge in
relishing their favourite
chocolates and showing ap-
preciation towards them.
Sobisco Fresh, a bakery
chain from the house of So-
bisco also celebrated World
Chocolate Day with the
launch of its new delectable
range of Choco Lava Cake,
available at all its outlets for
INR 90/-. Moreover a special
combo will be available at all
the outlets of Sobisco Fresh,
which will consist of Choco
Lava Cake with Vanilla Ice-
Cream at INR 149. World
Chocolate Day commemo-
rates the day when choco-
late was first introduced in
Europe in the 1550s. 

British Council to organize
Pre-departure briefing

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The British Council is invit-
ing students from India to
join the Study UK Pre-De-
parture Briefing on Tuesday,
29 July 2025 from 3.00 pm-
5.00 pm (IST). This virtual
event is tailored for students
who have received an offer
to study at a UK higher edu-
cation institution. The virtual
briefing session will offer
practical guidance and ex-
pert advice on key aspects of
preparing for life and study
in the UK. From navigating
student visa applications and
exploring accommodation
options to hearing first-hand
insights from UK alumni, the
session aims to equip stu-
dents with the confidence
and knowledge needed for a
successful academic journey.
Representatives from UK
universities and BUILA will
also be present, offering stu-
dents direct insights and a
deeper understanding of the
UK higher education 
experience.

Govt mulls rare earth magnet
subsidy to boost EV supply chain
MI News Service, New Delhi:
The union government is
expected to decide on a sub-
sidy scheme to promote do-
mestic production of rare
earth magnets, a critical
component for electric vehi-
cles (EVs). This move is vital
to strengthening the supply
chain and attracting invest-
ments, especially after the
government opened appli-
cations for its EV incentive
scheme. Union minister for
heavy industries, H.D. Ku-
maraswamy said that a Hy-
derabad-based company
has committed to delivering
500 tonnes of rare earth
magnets by December. Dis-
cussions are also ongoing
with the mines ministry, and
the final decision on the sub-
sidy scheme is imminent.
Heavy industries ministry
secretary Kamran Rizvi said
stakeholder consultations
are underway to determine
the level of subsidy, with in-
dustry demands ranging
from 20 per cent to 50 per
cent. If the incentive amount
remains below ₹1,000
crore, it can be cleared by
the ministers of heavy in-
dustries and finance. If it ex-
ceeds that, cabinet approval
will be required.

China’s restrictions on
rare earth magnet exports
have disrupted global sup-
ply chains, prompting India
to seek alternative sources,
such as Japan and Vietnam,
while building on its domes-

tic capabilities. Production
of rare earth magnets
within India could take up to
two years. The subsidy
scheme, expected to be an-
nounced within 15-20 days,
would help companies set
up processing units to con-
vert rare earth oxides into
magnets.Tata Motors said it
is exploring alternate sourc-
ing options but does not
foresee immediate supply 
issues.
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MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   The Federation of Indi-
an Export Organizations (FIEO) 
warmly welcomes the visit of 
the Honorable Prime Minis-
ter of India, Narendra Modi, 
to Brazil. This historic visit 
marks a significant moment in 
strengthening the India-Bra-
zil partnership, especially in 

trade, commerce and strategic 
cooperation, said FIEO Presi-
dent S. C. Ralhan. During the 
visit, both leaders reiterated 
their commitment to deepen 
economic ties and exploit the 
vast, untapped potential of bi-
lateral trade and investment. 
The emphasis is on diversify-
ing and expanding the trade 

basket, focusing on key com-
plementary sectors including 
agriculture and agricultural 
technology, biofuels, renew-
able energy, oil and gas, in-
formation technology, phar-
maceuticals, aerospace and 
defense manufacturing. Ral-
han highlighted the decision 
to establish a ministerial-lev-
el mechanism on trade, com-
merce and investment coop-
eration, which will regularly 
monitor progress, accelerate 
initiatives and it will serve as 
a strategic platform to proac-
tively address trade issues. 
This process will further 
strengthen business-to-busi-
ness engagement, institution-
al partnerships, and trade 
policy coordination between 
the two countries. 

FIEO sees this develop-
ment as a timely and neces-
sary step to increase trans-
parency, coordination and 
predictability in trade and 
address the challenges faced 
by Indian exporters and in-
vestors in the Latin American 
region. 

India and Brazil – two lead-
ing economies in the Global 
South and influential BRICS 
members – share a common 
vision for inclusive and sus-
tainable development. FIEO 
calls on both governments 
to cooperate in eliminating 
non-tariff barriers and creat-
ing a more proactive environ-

ment for trade. Encouraging 
two-way investment, particu-
larly in infrastructure, clean 
energy, fintech and food pro-
cessing, along with greater co-
operation in the SME and start-
up ecosystem, will be essential 
for increasing bilateral trade. 
Special attention must be paid 
to innovation, digital transfor-
mation, and capacity building. 

Trade facilitation measures, 
such as mutual recognition of 
standards and enhanced cus-
toms cooperation, should be 
prioritized to facilitate activi-
ties in border regions. 

Ralhan stressed that the 
Prime Minister's visit reflects 
India's strategic intention to 
expand economic ties with Lat-
in America. Due to its strong 
economy and growing con-
sumer base, Brazil is a major 
exporter of goods ranging from 
automobiles and chemicals to 
electronics and agricultural 
machinery - an important part-
ner for Indian exporters in all 
sectors. The creation of a min-
isterial-level mechanism gives 
confidence that policy and op-
erational challenges will now 
receive attention. 

FIEO urged the Indian busi-
ness community to seize the 
opportunities arising from this 
visit and build long-term part-
nerships in Brazil. With its dy-
namic market, rich innovation 
ecosystem, and openness to 
Indian products and technolo-
gies, Brazil presents significant 
potential for expansion. 

FIEO is ready to work closely 
with both the government and 
relevant trade bodies to ensure 
the successful implementation 
of the outcomes of this visit and 
to assist Indian exporters in in-
creasing their footprint in the 
Brazilian market.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   Some ayurveda 
scholars have questioned the 
Centre’s plan to introduce an 
integrated MBBS-BAMS under-
graduate programme, saying it 
ignores an urgent need to over-
haul the way this traditional 
system of medicine is taught 
and practised.

They have argued that de-
spite ayurveda’s potential to 
address many primary care 
disorders, the discipline has re-
mained intellectually stagnant 
because of a continued reliance 
on outdated texts and tradi-
tional beliefs.

“Ayurveda texts have not 
undergone timely revisions…. 
What is currently taught in 
ayurvedic colleges is an incon-
gruous mix of truths and un-
truths,” said G.L. Krishna, a re-
search scholar at the National 
Centre for Biological Sciences, 
Bangalore.

“Unless ayurveda renews it-
self by jettisoning its obsolete 
portions, it will remain disso-
nant with evidence-based ap-
proaches,” Krishna wrote in a 
commentary this week in the 
BMJ Global Health Blog.

Another scholar too has 
flagged how uncritical depen-

dence on traditional texts con-
tinues to undermine ayurve-
da’s scientific credentials.

“An undue reliance on tra-
ditional texts and beliefs has 
contributed to perceptions of 
ayurveda as being pseudosci-
entific,” Kishor Patwardhan, 
ayurveda professor at the In-
stitute of Medical Sciences, 
Banaras Hindu University, 
told.

Patwardhan said he fa-
voured integrated education 
but “only after making ayurve-
da philosophically coherent so 
that the integration does not 
become incompatible”.

MI News Service,  
Patna:   On June 29, the sec-
ond day of the Election Com-
mission of India’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess of Bihar’s electoral rolls 
designed for completion just 
ahead of the October-No-
vember assembly election, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
leader Tejashwi Yadav was 
addressing a rally organised 
by Muslim organisations 
at Patna’s Gandhi Maidan 
against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act 2025. He told the 
crowd that the RJD would 
not implement the amend-
ed law in the state when it 
returns to power. The law 
would be “thrown into the 
dustbin”, he declared.

A miffed Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP), which rules 
Bihar in alliance with Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar’s Ja-
nata Dal (United), coined the 
epithet “Namazwadi” to hurl 
at the Lalu Prasad scion, 
along with “Maulana” in-
tended as a pejorative. The 
BJP claimed a Tejashwi-led 
government would impose 
Sharia law in Bihar, which 
explains what the party 

meant by “Namazwadi” and 
“Maulana”. 

RJD leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav speaks during the ‘Waqf 
Bachao Samvidhan Bachao’ 
conference in PatnaPoll 
Pitch: RJD leader Tejash-
wi Yadav speaks during the 
‘Waqf Bachao Samvidhan 
Bachao’ conference in Patna 
| Photo: PTI

On June 29, the second 
day of the Election Com-
mission of India’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess of Bihar’s electoral rolls 
designed for completion just 
ahead of the October-No-
vember assembly election, 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
leader Tejashwi Yadav was 
addressing a rally organised 
by Muslim organisations 
at Patna’s Gandhi Maidan 
against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act 2025. He told the 
crowd that the RJD would 
not implement the amend-
ed law in the state when it 
returns to power. The law 
would be “thrown into the 
dustbin”, he declared.

A miffed Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP), which rules 
Bihar in alliance with Chief 

Minister Nitish Kumar’s Ja-
nata Dal (United), coined the 
epithet “Namazwadi” to hurl 
at the Lalu Prasad scion, 
along with “Maulana” in-
tended as a pejorative. The 
BJP claimed a Tejashwi-led 
government would impose 
Sharia law in Bihar, which 
explains what the party 
meant by “Namazwadi” and 
“Maulana”.

Being a Maulana is a re-
ally good thing, Tejashwi 
retorted, as a Maulana is 
a scholar. “Ever since the 
Waqf protest rally at Gand-
hi Maidan, the BJP’s syco-
phants and RSS members in 
Delhi have been constantly 
abusing me. They are calling 
me ‘Namazwadi’, and some-
times ‘Maulana’. These peo-
ple are petty and ignorant,” 
he said.

With this war of words, 
the electoral discourse, so 
far focused on the ruling and 
opposition parties’ weak-
nesses in Bihar, has tak-
en a sharp sectarian turn, 
centring around references 
to “Samajwad vs Namaz-
wad”, the Sharia and other 
tropes of communal politics. 
While Tejashwi’s fiery speech 
targeting the BJP and the cen-
tral government at the ‘Waqf 
Bachao, Samvidhan Bachao’ 
(save Waqf, save the Constitu-
tion) rally clearly aimed to con-
solidate the minority votes, the 
BJP has in response attempted 
polarisation by interpreting 
Tejashwi’s support for Muslim 
opposition to the amended law 
as “appeasement” of the com-
munity. As the minorities unite, 
analysts suggest the majority, 
too, may be mobilised as a con-
sequence—a tactic of which the 
BJP is seen as an expert.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   India's demo-
graphic health survey 
2019-21 reveals that 13 
per cent of children were 
born prematurely, and 17 
per cent with a low weight 
at birth, with air pollution 
contributing to the adverse 
birth outcomes.

Researchers from the 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Delhi, Internation-
al Institute for Population 
Sciences, Mumbai, and in-
stitutes in the UK and Ire-
land looked at the National 
Family Health Survey-5 
and remote sensing data 
to analyse how exposure to 
air pollution in pregnancy 
impacted the delivery out-
comes.

The team found that 
an increased exposure to 
PM2.5 during pregnancy 
was related with a 40 per 
cent chance of low birth 
weight, and 70 per cent of 
premature delivery.

Climate conditions, such 
as rainfall and tempera-
ture, were found to have a 
greater link with adverse 
birth outcomes.

The study, published in 
the journal PLoS Global 
Public Health, also found 
that children living in the 
northern districts of India 
could be more vulnerable 
to the ambient air pollu-
tion.

Measuring under 2.5 mi-
crons in diameter, fine par-
ticulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5) 
is considered among the 
most harmful air pollut-
ants, sources of which in-
clude burning of fossil fuels 
and biomass.

The researchers found 

higher levels of PM2.5 
pollutants over the upper 
Gangetic region, covering 
states like Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Delhi, Punjab and 
Haryana, and lower levels 
in the country's southern 
and north-eastern regions.

A higher prevalence of 
premature births was seen 
in northern states, such as 
Himachal Pradesh (39 per 
cent), Uttarakhand (27 per 
cent), Rajasthan (18 per 
cent), and Delhi (17 per 
cent).

Mizoram, Manipur and 
Tripura exhibited a lower 
prevalence of the trend.

Punjab was found to have 
the highest prevalence of 
lower birth weight at 22 
per cent, followed by Delhi, 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, 
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, 
and Uttar Pradesh.

North-east India fared 
far better on the metric, 
the authors said.

"Utilising data from the 
national family health sur-
vey and raster images, the 
study employs various sta-
tistical analyses and spa-
tial models to elucidate the 
connection between in-ute-
ro exposure to air pollution 
and birth outcomes," the 
authors wrote.

They "observed that ap-
proximately 13 per cent of 
children were born pre-
maturely, and 17 per cent 
were born with low birth 
weight." Further, an in-
crease of 10 microgram 
per cubic metre in PM2.5 
exposure was associated 
with an increase of five 
per cent in the prevalence 
of low birth weight, and 
12 per cent in premature 

birth.
The team added that 18 

per cent of children born 
in the five years preced-
ing the National Family 
Health Survey-5 had a low 
weight at birth.

The authors called for 
targeted interventions, 
especially in the northern 
districts, and an intensi-
fication of the National 
Clean Air Program.

Launched in 2019, the 
programme is aimed at 
improving air quality in 
India by addressing PM 
levels. The researchers 
also advocated for cli-
mate adaptation strate-
gies, such as heat action 
plans and water man-
agement, to be included 
in public health plan-
ning. Awareness of risks 
due to air pollution and 
climate change should 
be raised as part of pub-
lic health initiatives, es-
pecially among pregnant 
women, the team said.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   More than 20 
workers' groups repre-
senting NREGA labourers 
and students' organisa-
tions associated with the 
Left parties supported the 
pan-India general strike 
that was staged on July 
9 by 10 national trade 
unions and a farmers' 
collective against the new 
labour laws.

The NREGA Sangharsh 
Morcha took part in the 
strike against the four la-
bour codes enacted by the 
Modi government in 2019 
and 2020. The Samyukt 
Kisan Morcha also wants 
the laws to be repealed.

The charter of demands 
for the strike included a 
hike in wages for NREGA 

workers to ₹800 per day, 
immediate resumption 
of work in Bengal where 
the scheme has been dis-
continued for over three 
years, the scrapping of the 
digital attendance system 
and the Aadhaar-based 
payment system and en-
suring payment of wages 
within 15 days of comple-
tion of work.

The Students' Feder-
ation of India, All India 
Students' Federation and 
the All India Students' 
Association supported 
the caused. They issued 
a joint statement, saying 
the labour codes would 
deprive workers of their 
rights to wages and form 
unions and increase 
working hours.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   The government 
has asked the NIA and 
other central agencies to 
take action against those 
spreading anti-national, 
provocative and slander-
ous content and videos on 
social media, home minis-
try sources said.

The revelation came on 
a day X said it was “deeply 
concerned about ongoing 
press censorship in India” 
following the Centre’s al-

leged order to block as 
many as 2,355 accounts.

Rights activists have in 
the past expressed appre-
hension about the poten-
tial misuse and overreach 
of the Modi government’s 
proposed plan to regulate 
social media content.

A home ministry official 
said the NIA and other 
agencies had been di-
rected to monitor digital 
content that could pose a 
threat to national security 
or spread anti-India pro-
paganda.

 “After public outcry, the 
government requested X 
to unblock @Reuters and 
@ReutersWorld,” the post 
added.

Responding to queries 
on X’s post, a ministry 
spokesman said in a state-
ment: “The government 
has not issued any fresh 
blocking order on 3rd July, 

2025, and has no intention 
to block any prominent in-
ternational news channels 
including Reuters and Re-
utersWorld. The moment 
Reuters and ReutersWorld 
were blocked on the X 
platform in India, imme-
diately the government 
wrote to X to unblock 
them.”

Claiming that the gov-
ernment “continuously en-
gaged and vigorously pur-
sued with X from the late 

night of 5th July, 2025”, 
the ministry accused the 
Musk-owned company of 
“unnecessarily” exploit-
ing technicalities involved 
around the process to de-
lay the unblocking of the 
handles.

“However, after a lot of 
follow-up on an hourly ba-
sis, X has finally unblocked 
Reuters and other URLs af-
ter 9pm on 6th July, 2025. 
They took more than 21 
hours to unblock Reuters,” 
the ministry added.

On the night of July 5, 
the X accounts of Reuters, 
Reuters World, the Chinese 
newspaper Global Times 
and the Turkish public 
broadcaster TRT World 
were blocked in India. All 
four accounts displayed 
the message: “Withheld in 
IN in response to a legal 
demand.” They were re-
stored 24 hours later.

MI News Service,  
Vadodara:   Nine persons were 
killed and six others rescued after 
several vehicles fell into a river 
when the portion of a four-decade-
old bridge collapsed in Gujarat's 
Vadodara district on Wednesday 
morning, officials said.

Five to six vehicles fell into the 
Mahisagar river after a slab of the 
Gambhira bridge, located on the 
river which connects central Guja-
rat and Saurashtra regions of the 
state, collapsed, Gujarat's Health 
Minister Rushikesh Patel said. 
"Nine bodies have been recovered 
and six people have been rescued. 
CM sent a high committee to 
the spot in the morning itself 
and he has sought a report at 
the earliest. Taking this very 
seriously, the CM has directed 
a team of Roads and Buildings 
Department and other teams to 
go there and take concrete mea-
sures," Patel told reporters.

He said the bridge was con-
structed in 1985, and its main-
tenance was carried out peri-
odically as and when required.  
"The exact reason behind the 
incident will be probed," the 
minister said.

Chief minister Bhupendra 
Patel has directed technical 
experts to reach the site and 
conduct a probe into the reason 
for the collapse, he said. CM Bh-
upendra Patel wrote on X, "The 
tragedy caused by the collapse 
of one of the 23 spans of the 
Gambhira bridge connecting 
Anand and Vadodara is sad. 
I pray for those killed in this 
accident. I have spoken to the 
Vadodara Collector and have 
been instructed to arrange for 
immediate treatment of the in-
jured and make arrangements 
on priority basis."

"The fire brigade team of the 
local municipality and Vadoda-
ra Municipal Corporation is en-
gaged in rescue and relief oper-
ations at the accident site with 
boats and swimmers, while the 
NDRF team has also reached 
the spot and joined the rescue 
operation. The Road Construc-
tion Department has been or-
dered to conduct an immediate 
investigation into this accident," 
he added.

Rahul Singh, medical officer 
said, "A total of five patients 
came and they have been re-
ferred."

Anil Dhameliya, Vadodara 
collector said, "Rescue opera-
tion started this morning. Local 
swimmers, boats and team of 
Municipal Corporation reached 
the spot immediately. VMC, 
Emergency Response Centre, 
NDRF teams and other admin-
istration, police team are here. 
Rescue operation is ongoing."

Praveen Chaudhary, Anand 
collector said, "According to 
preliminary information, a 
truck, an Eco, and some bikes 
fell below. Rescue operations 
are ongoing. Arrangements are 
being made to prevent a tanker 
stuck on the bridge from fall-
ing."

Rohan Anand, SP Vadodara 
said, "We came to know that a 
10-15 metres slab in the middle 
of the bridge collapsed. There 
were two vehicles on the bridge 
that got stranded. Two trucks, 
two pickups and a rickshaw fell 
into the river below."

"None of the people who 
have been rescued are critical. 
Rescue operation is still under-
way. Traffic has been diverted 

for the movement of light vehi-
cles," he added.

Visuals showed the entire slab 
of the bridge between two piers 
having collapsed. The incident oc-
curred at around 7.30 am, and the 
vehicles, including two trucks and 
two vans, fell into the river, Padra 
police inspector Vijay Charan ear-
lier said. A team of the National Di-
saster Response Force (NDRF) also 
left for the incident site with rescue 
equipment, the official said. The 
900-metre-long Gambhira bridge 
has 23 piers and connects Vadoda-
ra and Anand districts of Gujarat. 
It was inaugurated in 1985.
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Washington : Scientists have developed a
new method to monitor sodium levels in
the blood without drawing a single drop.

By combining terahertz radiation and
optoacoustic detection, they created a
non-invasive system that tracks sodium in
real-time, even through the skin. The
approach bypasses traditional barriers,
such as water interference, and opens up
the potential for fast and safe diagnostics
in humans.

Accurate measurement of blood sodi-
um is essential for diagnosing and manag-
ing conditions such as dehydration, kidney
disease and certain neurological and
endocrine disorders.

Terahertz radiation, which falls
between microwaves and the mid-infrared
region of the electromagnetic spectrum, is
ideal for biological applications because it
is low-energy and non-harmful to tissues,
scatters less than near-infrared and visible
light and is sensitive to structural and
functional biological changes.

"For biomedical applications, terahertz
spectroscopy still faces two key challenges:
detecting molecules other than water in
complex biological samples and penetrat-
ing thick tissue layers to enable detection
inside the body," said research team
leader Zhen Tian from Tianjin University
in China. "By adding optoacoustic detec-
tion, we were able to overcome these chal-
lenges and demonstrate the first in vivo
detection of ions using terahertz waves.

This is an important step toward making
terahertz-based techniques practical for
clinical use," added Zhen.

In Optica, the flagship journal of Optica
Publishing Group for high-impact
research, researchers describe their new
multispectral terahertz optoacoustic sys-
tem and demonstrate that it can be used
for non-invasive, long-term monitoring of
sodium concentration in live mice without
the need for labels. Preliminary tests per-
formed with human volunteers were also
promising. "With further development,

this technology could be used to monitor
sodium levels in patients without the need
for blood draws," said Tian.

"The real-time sodium measurements
could be used to safely correct imbalances
in critical patients while avoiding danger-
ous neurological complications that can
occur when sodium levels rapidly change,"
added Tian.

To test their new system, the
researchers showed that it could measure
increases in blood sodium levels in blood
vessels under the skin of living mice on the

millisecond timescale for over 30 minutes.
These measurements were taken from the
ear, with the skin surface cooled to 8 °C to
dampen the background optoacoustic sig-
nal from water.

The researchers also demonstrated
that the terahertz optoacoustic system
could quickly distinguish between high
and low sodium levels in human blood
samples. Finally, they noninvasively meas-
ured sodium ion levels in the blood vessels
of the hands of healthy volunteers.

They found that the detected optoa-
coustic signal from sodium was propor-
tional to the amount of blood flow under
the skin surface, even though measure-
ments were collected without any skin
cooling.

Although further work is required,
these results suggest that the system may
be helpful for non-invasive, real-time
monitoring. The researchers say that
adapting the system for human use will
require identifying suitable detection sites
on the human body -- such as inside of the
mouth -- that can tolerate rapid cooling
and allow strong signal detection with
minimal water background noise.

They are also exploring alternative sig-
nal processing methods that might make it
possible to suppress water interference
without the need for cooling, making the
approach more practical for clinical diag-
nostics. (ANI)

Stockholm County : People who
have survived cancer as children
are at higher risk of developing
severe COVID 19, even decades
after their diagnosis.

This is shown by a new study
from Karolinska Institutet.

With medical science devel-
opment in terms of research and
technology, more and more chil-
dren are surviving cancer.
However, even long after treat-
ment has ended, health risks
may remain. In a new registry
study, researchers investigated
how adult childhood cancer sur-
vivors in Sweden and Denmark
were affected by the COVID 19
pandemic. The study included
over 13,000 people who had
been diagnosed with cancer
before the age of 20 and who
were at least 20 years old when
the pandemic began. They were
compared with both siblings and
randomly selected individuals
from the population of the same
gender and year of birth.

The results show that child-
hood cancer survivors had a
lower risk of contracting COVID
19, but were 58 per cent more
likely to develop severe disease
if they did become infected.
Severe COVID 19 was defined as

the patient receiving hospital
care, intensive care or death
related to the infection.

"It is important to under-
stand that even though these
individuals were not infected
more often, the consequences
were more serious when they
did become ill," says Javier
Louro, postdoctoral researcher
at the Institute of Environmental
Medicine at Karolinska Institutet
and first author of the study.

The differences in risk were
particularly clear during periods
of high transmission, such as
when new virus variants such as
Alpha and Omicron spread rap-
idly. In Sweden, where pandem-
ic management was based more
on recommendations than
restrictions, the increase in risk
was greater than in Denmark,
which introduced early and
strict measures.

"Our results suggest that
childhood cancer survivors
should be considered a risk
group in future pandemics or
other health crises. This could
involve prioritising them for vac-
cination or offering special pro-
tection during periods of high
transmission," said Javier
Louro. (ANI)

Tokyo : Gut bacteria are considered to be a key factor in many
health-related issues. However, the number and variety of
them are vast, as are the ways in which they interact with the
body's chemistry and each other.

For the first time, researchers from the University of Tokyo
used a special kind of artificial intelligence called a Bayesian
neural network to probe a dataset on gut bacteria in order to
find relationships that current analytical tools could not reli-
ably identify.

The human body comprises about 30 trillion to 40 trillion
cells, but your intestines contain about 100 trillion gut bacte-
ria. Technically, you're carrying around more cells that aren't
you than are. Food for thought. And speaking of food, these gut
bacteria are, of course, responsible for some aspects of diges-
tion, though what's surprising to some is how they can relate
to many other aspects of human health as well.

The bacteria are incredibly varied and also produce and
modify a bewildering number of different chemicals called
metabolites. These act like molecular messengers, permeating
your body, affecting everything from your immune system and
metabolism to your brain function and mood. Needless to say,
there's much to gain by understanding gut bacteria.

"The problem is that we're only beginning to understand
which bacteria produce which human metabolites and how
these relationships change in different diseases," said Project
Researcher Tung Dang from the Tsunoda lab in the
Department of Biological Sciences, adding, "By accurately
mapping these bacteria-chemical relationships, we could
potentially develop personalized treatments. Imagine being

able to grow a specific bacterium to produce beneficial human
metabolites or designing targeted therapies that modify these
metabolites to treat diseases."

There are uncountably many and varied bacteria and
metabolites, and therefore far more relationships between
these things. Gathering data on this alone is a monumental
undertaking, but unpicking that data to find interesting pat-
terns that might betray some useful function is even more so.

To do this, Dang and his team decided to explore the use of
state-of-the art artificial intelligence (AI) tools.

"Our system, VBayesMM, automatically distinguishes the
key players that significantly influence metabolites from the
vast background of less relevant microbes, while also acknowl-
edging uncertainty about the predicted relationships, rather
than providing overconfident but potentially wrong answers,"
said Dang. "When tested on real data from sleep disorder, obe-

sity and cancer studies, our approach consistently outper-
formed existing methods and identified specific bacterial fam-
ilies that align with known biological processes, giving confi-
dence that it discovers real biological relationships rather than
meaningless statistical patterns." As VBayesMM can handle
and communicate issues of uncertainty, it gives researchers
more confidence than a tool which does not. Even though the
system is optimized to cope with heavy analytical workloads,
mining such huge datasets still comes with high computation-
al cost; however, as time goes on, this will become less and less
of a barrier to those wishing to use it. Other limitations at pres-
ent include that the system benefits from having more data
about the gut bacteria than the metabolites they produce;
when there's insufficient bacteria data, the accuracy drops.
Also, VBayesMM assumes the microbes act independently, but
in reality, gut bacteria interact in an incredibly complex num-
ber of ways. "We plan to work with more comprehensive
chemical datasets that capture the complete range of bac-
terial products, though this creates new challenges in
determining whether chemicals come from bacteria, the
human body or external sources like diet," said Dang. "We
also aim to make VBayesMM more robust when analyzing
diverse patient populations, incorporating bacterial 'family
tree' relationships to make better predictions, and further
reducing the computational time needed for analysis. For
clinical applications, the ultimate goal is identifying specif-
ic bacterial targets for treatments or dietary interventions
that could actually help patients, moving from basic
research toward practical medical applications." (ANI)

New Delhi : South Korean gam-
ing giant KRAFTON -- the name
behind popular esports title
Battlegrounds Mobile India
(BGMI) -- sees India as one of its
most critical markets, with the
country ranking among the top
five globally for KRAFTON's rev-
enue and within the top-three in
terms of user numbers.

KRAFTON India CEO Sean
(Hyunil) Sohn, in an interview to
PTI, underscored the company's
long-term commitment to India,
emphasising that the company is
not just here to launch a handful
of games but to invest in the
broader gaming ecosystem and
nurture local talent.

"India is within the top five
(global markets) in terms of rev-
enue size for KRAFTON, and in
terms of number of users, India
is in the top three. So it's one of
the major markets for
KRAFTON.

"Gaming industry in India
is one of the fastest growing
markets... that excites us quite a
bit, and that's why we are here
for the very long term. We are
not here to launch one or two
games, we are here to grow the
ecosystem together... we want to
develop the talent pool so that
we can grow the market, and
also make gaming in India, for

the global markets," he said.
Sohn said he is most excit-

ed by the rapid mainstreaming
of gaming among India's youth,
noting that a surge in new
gamers over the past 5-6 years
as mobile gaming has taken off.

KRAFTON has already
infused over USD 200 million in
India since 2021. It has commit-
ted an additional USD 200 mil-
lion to be invested over the next
few years.

"We have been investing in
India -- more than USD 200 mil-
lion now -- we are actually
deploying in the same pace... we
are seeing (that) lots of Indian
users are paying for content on
digital platforms, and at the
same time we are seeing more
innovation in fintech,
healthtech and many other
areas, so we are actually look-
ing at those new areas at the
same time," he said.

Earlier this year,
KRAFTON led a USD 53 million
(Rs 450 crore) funding round in
payments company Cashfree
Payments. The company has
also invested in audio content
platform Kuku FM.

"We want to build the
ecosystem together and also
grow with the ecosystem, that's
why we don't just invest in gam-

ing or digital contents platform,
we want to invest in the ecosys-
tem around it," Sohn noted.

He said KRAFTON is
focused on developing India's
gaming talent pool.

There are ample career
opportunities in the gaming sec-
tor, he noted, drawing a stark
difference between India and
mature gaming markets like
South Korea, which, despite a
much smaller population,
boasts over 120,000-140,000
game developers compared to
India's estimated 50,000.

"There is a lot of room to
grow and improve... we should
give proper education and
training for younger generation
to start their career," he said.

While the company makes
its merchandise for its fans,
Sohn clarified that the company
has no immediate plans to
expand into broader commerce.

Instead, the focus remains
on ecosystem development and
supporting the government's
evolving understanding of gam-
ing as a legitimate business and
career opportunity.

KRAFTON is soon to open
its R&D unit in India, and plans
to add 15-20 staff to its existing
headcount of about 100 (in
India).

New tech tracks blood 
sodium without needle: Study

Adults who have survived
childhood cancer are at high

risk of severe COVID 19

New Delhi : Mustard crop, an
indigenous oilseed grown in
Rabi season, can play an impor-
tant role in achieving self-suffi-
ciency in domestic output of edi-
ble oils and there is a need to
increase acreage, promote use
of high-yielding seed varieties
and provide assured prices to
farmers to boost yield and pro-
duction, according to industry
experts.

According to the latest
government data, India's rape-
seed and mustard production
stood at 126.06 lakh tonnes in
2024-25 crop year (July-June)
with acreage of 86.29 lakh
hectares and an average yield of
1,461 kg per hectare.

The area and production
have declined from 2023-24
when acreage was 91.83 lakh
hectares while output was
132.59 lakh tonnes.

Puri Oil Mills Ltd
Managing Director Vivek Puri
said, "The idea that mustard oil
should play a vital role in bridg-
ing the edible oil demand-supply
gap and in reducing import
dependency is an integral part
of our company's vision."

He noted that there is a
huge scope to expand mustard
cultivation as well as yield per
hectare to enhance mustard oil
production.

Puri asserted that any
serious solution to bridge the
demand-supply gap must be
built around mustard oil, which
holds the potential to lead India
toward Atmanirbharta in edi-
ble oil.

Puri Oil Mills has been in
the mustard oil industry for
more than nine decades and
are the promoter of P Mark
Mustard Oil brand.

Echoing similar views,
Manish Bandlish, MD of Mother
Dairy that sells edible oils
under Dhara brand, said,
"Mustard oil remains a vital
category in the non-refined edi-
ble oils segment, commanding
nearly 30 per cent. As con-
sumers increasingly turn to
indigenous oils for its varied
benefits and greater aware-
ness, mustard oil consumption
is poised for steady growth,
with a projected CAGR of over 4
per cent."

Bandlish felt that initia-
tives, such as enhanced mini-
mum price support and the
promotion of high-yielding
mustard seed varieties, along-
with the consistent policy sup-
port through National Mission
on Edible Oils-Oilseeds by the
government, are set to further

drive this momentum. "These
efforts will not only strengthen
domestic production but also
enhance food security and
reduce dependency on imports,
contributing to overall economic
resilience," he said.

According to Solvent
Extractors' Association of India
(SEA), India imported 16 million
tonnes of vegetable oils in 2023-
24 marketing year (November-
October) while the domestic
production stood at 11.62 mil-
lion tonnes.

The SEA data showed that
the consumption of mustard
oil/rapeseed oil stood at nearly
38 lakh tonnes in 2023-24,
which is around 15 per cent of
the India's total demand.

Another industry body,
The Indian Vegetable Oil
Producers' Association (IVPA),
said the mustard crop has
grown about 40-45 per cent in
the last 6 years and the domes-
tic production of mustard oil is
about 3.5 million (35 lakh)
tonnes.

"Mustard is a unique
oilseed and this crop cannot be
substituted with imports," the
association said.

Mustard oilseed crop with
40 per cent oil content can con-
tinue to play a significant role in
meeting India's domestic
demand for cooking oils.
Mustard de-oiled cake is the
second largest export item in
the oilseed complex after soy-
abean meal.

"We need to propagate in
Punjab and Haryana for a
potential shift of acreage from
wheat and paddy to mustard,"
IVPA suggested.

"In terms of farmers
remuneration the mustard is
attractive compared to other
crops. Rice fallow lands to be
converted for mustard cultiva-
tion. Further R&D as envisaged
in the national mission on
oilseeds is a must," the associa-
tion said.

Vivek Puri of Puri Oil Mills
felt that the discussion on edible
oil needed to go deeper to make
a real impact.  He cited NITI
Aayog report titled 'Pathways
and Strategy for Accelerating
Growth in Edible Oil', which
identifies mustard oil as the
most widely consumed edible oil
in North India, accounting for
61 per cent of the region's usage
and 45 per cent nationally. The
report acknowledges mustard
oil's dominant role in India's
edible oil ecosystem.

Need to boost acreage
use of high-yielding

seeds to boost mustard
crop production: Experts

Here is how AI can help to understand gut bacteria

New Delhi : The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has directed
higher education institutions to
monitor any informal WhatsApp
groups created to harass juniors,
saying it will be treated as ragging
and attract strict action under
anti-ragging rules, according to
officials.   The UGC receives
dozens of complaints every year
from freshers alleging harass-
ment by seniors.

"In several cases, seniors
form informal WhatsApp groups,
contact juniors and subject them

to mental harassment. This too
amounts to ragging and will invite
disciplinary measures," the UGC
said in its latest directive.

"Student safety on campus
is paramount and non-negotiable.
Failure to enforce anti-ragging
norms may lead to stringent
action, including withholding of
grants," it warned.  The advisory
also flagged incidents where jun-
iors were threatened with social
boycott if they did not follow sen-
iors' instructions. Forcing stu-
dents to cut their hair.

Harassing juniors through informal WhatsApp
groups to be treated as ragging UGC

KRAFTON to deepen bet on
India's booming gaming market
eyes talent ecosystem expansion
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Jangipara Police Station recovers
missing Pir family member Itkan

Nurul Islam Khan

Mohammad Itkan Siddiqui, aged 16, son of Golam Ghaus
Siddiqui, resident of Akuni, Hooghly, was missing for a
few days. On July 4, his family filed a complaint with the
local police station Jangipara as he could not be found.
Since he was a member of the Pir family of Furfura
Sharif, the news spread on social media. As a result, sev-
eral Pirsahebs, fathers and family members went to dif-
ferent places to search for him. Finally, with the help of
Jangipara Police Station OC Nazir Uddin Ali and police
officer Binchu Bagdi,  missing Itkan was recovered from
the area around Barasat Railway Station on Wednesday.
The tireless work of the police for the search and their
technical resources brought the missing youth to the
local police station. Later, the police station produced the
youth in court. As a result, Itkan will return to his own
home after the legal process, it is reported. For this ad-
venturous police operation, several Pirsahebs including
father Golam Ghaus Siddiqui, Pirzada Saferi Siddiqui of
Furfura Sharif and Pirzada Syed Aftab Uddin Hossain
congratulated all the police personnel including the sen-
ior Babu of Jangipara Police Station. Members of the Pir
family praised the humanity and sincerity of the police
force. Mohammad Itkan Siddiqui is a close relative of Pir
Hazrat Chhota Huzur.

Temporary stop-
pages of trains dur-
ing  Shravani Mela
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Railway has decided to pro-
vide temporary stoppages of
following trains at Man-
jhauligram Halt and Hardas
Bigha   Stations in Danapur
Division over East Central
Railway during Shravani
Mela with effect from
11.07.2025 to 10.08.2025: •
63209 Deoghar – Patna
MEMU (arr.- 12:04/dep.-
12:05) will stop at Man-
jhauligram Halt station. •
13402 Danapur – Bhagalpur
Intercity Express (arr.-
17:21/dep.-17:23) and 13401
Bhagalpur – Danapur Inter-
city Express (arr.- 09:52/
dep.- 09:54) will stop at
Hardas Bigha station.

Two minutes stop-
page of Five (05) pair
MEMU trains at
Dubrajpur & Chinpai
Stations for Alam
Baba Urash Mobarak
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Railway has decided to pro-
vide stoppage of following
five pair MEMU trains at
Dubrajpur & Chinpai sta-
tions for 02 minutes on
11.07.2025 for  Alam Baba
Urash Mobarak: 
• 63529/63530 Andal –
Rampurhat - Andal MEMU
• 63531/63532 Andal –
Sainthia - Andal MEMU 
• 63533/63534 Andal –
Sainthia - Andal MEMU 
• 63535/63536 Andal –
Sainthia - Andal MEMU 
• 63537/63538 Andal –
Sainthia - Andal MEMU

Fire Fighting Training organ-
ised at Taratala Metro Station

Vande Bharat and Chenab Bridge Take
Spotlight at World Expo 2025 in Osaka

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Vande Bharat and
Chenab Bridge have
emerged as a star attrac-
tion at the ongoing World
Expo 2025 in Osaka, Japan,
drawing enthusiastic
crowds and high praise
from Japanese visitors for
its remarkable journey of
modernisation and techno-
logical innovation.

Held at Yumeshima, an
artificial island on Osaka’s
waterfront, the World Expo
2025 opened its doors on
April 13 and will continue
till October 13, welcoming
millions of visitors from
across the globe. Amid the
vibrant international ex-
hibits, the Indian Pavilion,
particularly the section
dedicated to Indian Rail-
ways, has become a focal
point of admiration. In the
showcase, the magnificent
Chenab Bridge, the world’s
highest Railway bridge
soaring across the Chenab
River in Jammu and Kash-
mir; the iconic Anji Khad
Bridge, India’s first cable-
stayed rail bridge in the
challenging Himalayan ter-
rain; the state-of-the-art

Vande Bharat Express
trains, known for their
speed and passenger com-

fort; and many more latest
advancements in electric
locomotives underscore

India’s commitment to sus-
tainable mobility. Several
Japanese visitors gathered
around the Indian Railways
exhibit, keenly listening to
presentations about the gen-
esis of one of the world’s
largest Rail networks and its
incredible transformation
over the decades. The blend
of engineering marvels and
sustainable technology left
many in awe. Visitors have
praised not only the scale of
the projects but also India’s
vision of integrating modern
infrastructure with environ-
mental consciousness. The
theme for the Expo 2025 is
"Designing Future Society
for Our Lives", with three
sub-themes, namely - Saving
Lives, Empowering Lives
and Connecting Lives , beau-
tifully aligns with Indian
Railways’ vision of delivering
safe, inclusive and sustain-
able transportation.
Through interactive sessions
and immersive digital dis-
plays, Indian Railways is ac-
tively engaging global
audiences, reinforcing its
image as a modern, innova-
tive and eco-conscious mo-
bility leader.

Jagannath temple servitors perform 'Goti Pahandi' ritual of Lord Balabhadra, the re-
turn procession of the deities, as part of the 'Niladri Bije' ceremony, in Puri.

Ex-Pakistan Foreign minister fact-checked on terrorist's funeral photo
MI News Service, Islamabad:
Pakistan's former Foreign Minis-
ter Hina Rabbani Khar faced an
awkward and embarrassing mo-
ment on live television when she
was fact-checked on camera for
trying to portray a globally sanc-
tioned terrorist as a "common
man". During an interview with
Al Jazeera, Ms Khar tried to fur-
ther Pakistan's claim that Hafiz
Abdur Rauf, who led the funeral
of terrorists killed in India's May
7 "Operation Sindoor," was just a
common Pakistani man and not
the infamous US-proscribed
global terrorist.

"I am telling you, with author-
ity, with evidence which has been

shared with the whole world, that
this is not the man that you
(India) are claiming it to be. That
this is not the man that you are
claiming it to be. There are a mil-
lion Abdul Raufs in Pakistan," the
Pakistani politician said, showing
the widely circulated image of
Rauf at the funeral procession.
The interviewer interjected, not-
ing that the Pakistan army, in a
press conference after Operation
Sindoor, did not say the image
was fake. "They said that he's a
member of a political party, and
they released his national ID
number. That ID number is the
same one as on the US sanctions
list. So, according to the US sanc-

tions terrorist list, this man is a
terrorist," the journalist said.
"The Pakistani army is defending
him." Ms Khar tried to save face,
saying, "The Pakistani army is
defending this man (in viral
photo). The Pakistani army is not
defending the person who is pro-
scribed by the US." The inter-
viewer reminded her that the
national ID numbers of the US-
proscribed terrorists and the man
in the photo are the same. The
Pakistani politician replied, "The
ISPR (Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions of Pakistan Army) categori-
cally has said that this is not the
same person, and you just sat
over here and told me that they

just defended him and did not say
it is not the same person." As
soon as the pictures of Rauf being
present at the funerals went out,
the Pakistani army tried to save
face and called him a "common
man." In the process, Pakistan's
Director General of ISPR, Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry, claimed the per-
son who had led the prayers of
terrorists killed at the Lashkar-e-
Taiba headquarters in Mudrike,
Pakistan's Punjab, during Opera-
tion Sindoor was a preacher and
a member of the Pakistan
Markazi Muslim League (PMML)
party with "three daughters, and
a son." He also outed crucial de-
tails of Rauf, including his na-

tional identity number, which
matched details in the database
of the US sanction list of terror-
ists. During a press conference,
Chaudhry mentioned that the
man's Computerised National
Identity Card number was 35202-
5400413-9, while his date of birth
was March 25, 1973, and that he
was a resident of Lahore. The
identity details shared by DG
ISPR completely matched the de-
tails of Hafiz Abdur Rauf, a mem-
ber of LeT's senior leadership
since at least 1999 and chief of
Falah-i-Insaniat Foundation, who
is on the United States' "Specially
Designated Nationals and
Blocked Persons list."

Three more Special Trains
to run during  Shravani Mela
MI News Service, Kolkata:  To
clear the expected rush of
passengers, Railway has de-
cided  to run Shravani Mela
special trains  between Asan-
sol & Jaynagar, Deoghar &
Raxaul and Sahibganj &
Danapur during Shravani
Mela. This special trains will
offer additional capacity and
flexibility to accommodate
the extra rush of passengers
during the Mela  period.

05597 Jaynagar – Asan-
sol Shravani Mela Special will
leave Jaynagar at 21:00 hrs.
on every Friday, Sunday and
Tuesday  between 11.07.
2025 & 08.08.2025 (13 trips)
to reach Asansol at 11:30 hrs
on the next day and 05598
Asansol –Jaynagar Shravani
Mela  Special will leave Asan-
sol at 13:00 hrs on every Sat-
urday, Monday and
Wednesday  between
12.07.2025 & 09.08.2025 (13
trips) to reach Jaynagar at
06:00 hrs on the 3rd day. The
special train will stop at Chit-
taranjan, Madhupur, Jasidih
and Simultala stations over
Eastern Railway jurisdiction
in both directions enroute.
The train will have General
Second Class  accommoda-
tion.05545 Raxaul – Deoghar

Shravani Mela Special will
leave Raxaul at 00:30 hrs. on
every Sunday, Tuesday and
Friday  between 13.07.2025
& 08.08.2025 (12 trips) to
reach Deoghar  at 16:50 hrs
on the same  day and 05546
Deoghar- Raxaul Shravani
Mela  Special will leave De-
oghar at 17:50 hrs on every
Sunday, Tuesday and Friday
between 13.07.2025 &
08.08.2025 (12 trips) to reach
Raxaul at 11:40 hrs on the
next day. The special train
will stop at Banka, Barahat,
Bhagalpur, Sultanganj, Ja-
malpur and  Abhaipur sta-
tions over Eastern Railway
jurisdiction in both directions
enroute. The train will have
General Second Class  ac-
commodation. 03236 Dana-
pur – Sahibganj  Shravani
Mela Special will leave Dana-
pur at 05:20 hrs. on every
Sunday  between 13.07.2025
& 10.08.2025 (05 trips) to
reach Sahibganj  at 15:25 hrs
on the same  day and 03235
Sahibganj – Danapur Shra-
vani Mela  Special will leave
Sahibganj  at 16:25 hrs on
every Sunday  between
13.07.2025 & 10.08.2025 (05
trips) to reach Danapur at
03:15 hrs on the next day. 

Sheikh Hasina Gave "Shoot" Orders Dur-
ing Deadly Bangladesh Protests: Report
MI News Service, Dhaka: Former
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina ordered security forces to
"shoot" at students during last year's
mass protests, according to a leaked
phone call authenticated by the BBC.
In the recording, Hasina is heard au-
thorising the use of lethal weapons
against demonstrators, saying,
"Wherever they find [them], they will
shoot." The phone call, made on 18
July 2024 from her official residence
in Dhaka, captures Hasina saying, "I
have ordered all of them to be ar-
rested tonight. Everyone has been in-
formed, wherever you find them,

catch them. I have issued an open
order. Now, they will use lethal
weapons. Wherever they find [them],
they will shoot."

The protests, which began over
civil service job quotas, quickly esca-
lated into a nationwide uprising that
ultimately forced Hasina from power.
UN investigators say as many as 1,400
people were killed during the crack-
down, the deadliest wave of political
violence in the country since the 1971
war. The phone call came at a mo-
ment in the unrest, when public out-
rage was growing over police killings
of protesters, circulating on social

media. Prosecutors in Bangladesh
plan to use the leaked audio as key ev-
idence in Hasina's ongoing trial in ab-
sentia for crimes against humanity.
The conversation is the clearest indi-
cation yet that Hasina directly autho-
rised lethal force against unarmed
protesters, many of them students.
One of the worst massacres occurred
on 5 August in Dhaka's Jatrabari
neighbourhood, where police opened
fire indiscriminately after the army
withdrew from the area. At least 52
people were killed, according to newly
uncovered evidence, far higher than
earlier reports suggested.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Metro Railway takes all
possible measures and
care for ensuring com-
muters safety. Shri P Uday
Kumar Reddy, General
Manager, Metro Railway
regularly monitors and re-
views safety measures
adopted in the 'Lifeline of
Kolkata' to avoid any unto-
ward incident like fire. In
order to check the pre-
paredness of Metro staff of
different departments to
tackle any fire emergency
inside the tunnels or on the
viaduct, regular training is
conducted in Metro Rail-
way, Kolkata. A fire fight-
ing training programme

for the field staff was con-
ducted under the supervi-
sion of senior officers on
08.07.2025 at Taratala
Metro station. In this train-
ing, Metro staff were im-
parted training on how to
douse the flame through
simulation of various fire
and smoke conditions.
Staff from Traffic Depart-
ment and RPF personnel
attended this training. It is
expected that such train-
ing will sharpen the skill
and alertness of the field
staff to respond to any
emergency situation and
minimize the rescue time
and restore normalcy at
the earliest.

Trump, Netanyahu
meet for second
time to discuss
Gaza ceasefire
MI News Service, Washington
D.C: US President Donald
Trump met Tuesday with Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for the second
time this week as efforts con-
tinued to reach a Gaza cease-
fire deal. The talks in the Oval
Office lasted for over an hour,
without press access, follow-
ing a longer dinner meeting at
the White House on Monday
during Netanyahu’s third US
visit since Trump began his
second term in January. Ne-
tanyahu’s official X account
posted a brief statement after
the meeting, saying the prime
minister “concluded his sec-
ond meeting” with President
Trump. A Qatari delegation
arrived at the White House
ahead of the Trump-Ne-
tanyahu meeting and held
talks for several hours with
senior officials, Axios re-
ported, citing a source famil-
iar with the discussions.
There was no immediate
statement from the White
House. Earlier Tuesday, Ne-
tanyahu met with Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance and visited
Capitol Hill, telling reporters
after a meeting with House
Speaker Mike Johnson that
Israel still has to “finish the
job” in Gaza, including re-
leasing hostages and destroy-
ing Hamas’ military and
governance capabilities. He
said he may discuss addi-
tional items with Trump later
in the visit. US special envoy
for the Middle East Steve
Witkoff said Tuesday that he
is “hopeful” that a 60-day
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip
will be agreed to by the
week’s end following
progress in talks. 

Assam eviction drive displaces
1,400 Muslim families, sparks

protests and police action
MI News Servicee, Dispur:
Tensions flared on Tuesday
as the Assam government
launched one of its largest
eviction drives in recent
years, displacing nearly
1,400 Bengali-origin Mus-
lim families from over
3,500 bighas (more than
450 hectares) of land in
the state’s Dhubri district.
The land is being cleared
to make way for a pro-
posed 3,200 MW thermal
power plant. The eviction
operation began early
Tuesday across three rev-
enue villages—Charu-
abakhra, Santoshpur, and
Chirakuta Pt. 1. The land
has already been allotted
to the Assam Power Distri-
bution Company Limited
for the development of the
power project.

According to Scroll,
around 10,000 people,
many of whom had been
living there for the past
three to four decades, have
been affected. These fami-
lies are primarily erosion-
hit victims who lost their
ancestral homes to the
Brahmaputra river and
had settled in these areas
over time.

Police forces and bull-
dozers arrived at the evic-
tion sites on Monday to
prepare for the operation.
As the demolition began,
tensions rose, with some
residents reportedly
throwing stones at the
bulldozers, damaging at
least three. In response,
the police resorted to lathi
charges to disperse the
crowd.

Independent MLA and
Raijor Dal leader Akhil
Gogoi visited the site to
meet the evicted families
and was briefly detained
by police. Gogoi termed
the eviction “illegal and
unconstitutional,” pointing
out that the case is still
pending in the Gauhati
High Court. He pledged to
urge Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma to
allot 165 acres for the re-
habilitation of the dis-
placed. Chief Minister
Sarma, who had earlier
visited the area, confirmed
that the land was ear-
marked for the power
plant and announced an-
other eviction drive in
Goalpara’s Paikar forest
area on July 10. 

Mumbai terror 
attack accused
Tahawwur Rana’s
custody extended
MI News Service, New
Delhi: A Delhi court on
Wednesday extended the
judicial custody of 26/11
Mumbai terror attack ac-
cused Tahawwur Hussain
Rana till August 13. Spe-
cial Judge Chander Jit
Singh passed the order
after Rana was produced
before it through video
conference after expiry of
his judicial custody
granted earlier. Rana is a
close associate of 26/11
main conspirator David
Coleman Headley alias
Daood Gilani, a US citi-
zen. He was brought to
India after the US
Supreme Court on April 4
dismissed his review plea
against his extradition to
India. On November 26,
2008, a group of 10 Pak-
istani terrorists went on a
rampage, carrying out a
coordinated attack on a
railway station, two lux-
ury hotels and a Jewish
centre, after they sneaked
into India’s financial cap-
ital through the sea route.
As many as 166 people
were killed in the nearly
60-hour assault.

Trump signals
new sanctions
on Russia

MI News Service, Los An-
geles: U.S. President
Donald Trump said Tues-
day he has approved
sending additional
weapons to Ukraine and
is considering new sanc-
tions on Russia. "We're
sending some defensive
weapons to Ukraine, and
I've approved that,"
Trump said during a
cabinet meeting at the
White House. Trump also
expressed dissatisfaction
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. "I'm not
happy with Putin. I can
tell you that much right
now," Trump said, noting
that Russian and Ukrain-
ian soldiers are dying in
the thousands. Trump
said he is considering
whether to support a bi-
partisan Senate bill that
will impose sweeping
sanctions on Russia.

Preparation of first 
Reservation Chart
MI News Service, Kolkata:   Preparation of first Reserva-
tion Chart has been reviewed by Railway Board and it
has been decided as under:- a) For the trains with depar-
ture between 0500 hours and 1400 hours, first reserva-
tion chart will be prepared preferably by 21:00 of
previous day. b) For the trains with departure between
14:00 and 23:59 and 00:00 and 5:00, first reservation
chart will be prepared preferably 8 hours in advance. c)
There shall be no change in extant provisions regarding
preparation of second reservation charts. d) These in-
structions also cover charting at remote locations.

In view of above, train-departure wise charting
schedule have been planned for HQ controlled trains.
The details are as under :-

Any further introduction of New Trains, chart preparation
time will be governed by the above mentioned time slot.
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Tennis: Karan Singh becomes India's No. 2 ranked player
Tennis: Karan Singh becomes

India's No. 2 ranked player
ANI | Jul 09, 2025 19:30
Chandigarh [India], July 9

(ANI): Roundglass Tennis
Academy's Karan Singh has
climbed to a career-high ranking
of World No. 426 in the latest ATP
Rankings, making him the second-
ranked Indian singles player, just
behind India's No.1 Sumit Nagal
(World No. 307). With an 11-place
jump from 437, Karan has
claimed the No. 2 spot among
Indian men in the ATP singles
standings. This ranking leap
comes on the back of an impres-
sive run of form for the 22-year-
old, who has featured in three
consecutive ITF World Tennis
Tour M15 finals between May and
June 2025, winning his maiden
ITF title in Tehran, Iran, against
Aleksandr Lobanov in straight
sets 7-6, 6-2, and finishing run-
ner-up in the other two at Tehran
and Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

Most recently, Karan competed
in the ITF World Tour M25 tour-
nament in Monastir, Tunisia,
where he delivered a gritty per-

formance to reach the quarterfi-
nals. He narrowly lost to Italy's
Fabrizio Andaloro in a thrilling
three-set match: 6-4, 6-7(5), 6-

7(7). 
"This ranking jump is a reward

for Karan's resilience, discipline,
and consistent performances over
the last few months," said Aditya
Sachdeva, Technical Director of
Roundglass Tennis Academy.
"We've focused on building not
just his physical game, but his tac-
tical maturity and mental
resilience. Breaking into the top
500 is a big step, and to become
India's No. 2 at this stage of his
career shows his hunger and
potential. We believe this upward
trajectory will continue in the
months to come."

Karan has been steadily pro-
gressing since his Davis Cup debut
win for India in February 2025,
where he helped the team seal a
4-0 win in the World Group I
Playoff. He is currently part of the
ATP Challenger Tour swing in
India, using these higher-tier tour-
naments to push toward further
ATP ranking gains. 

MI CORRESPONDENT

RANCHI : The India A Men's
Hockey Team kickstarted their
tour of Europe, with a dominant
6-1 victory over Ireland at the
Hockey Club Oranje-Rood,
Eindhoven, Netherlands.

India had a complete perform-
ance throughout the four quarters
and hardly put a foot wrong.
Uttam Singh opened the scoring
for the men in blue and
Amandeep Lakra later extended
their lead. This was followed by a
impressive brace by Aditya Lalage
as he scored back-to-back goals.
Forwards Selvam Karthi and Boby
Singh Dhami too scored a goal
each to feature on the scoresheet.
Ireland could only manage to
score a consolation goal as India
ensured they are tight with their
defending. 

India will next face Ireland

again on 9 July, 21:30 Hrs IST as
they will look for another positive
result and build on their momen-
tum in their tour of Europe. They

will later play against France,
England, Belgium and hosts, The
Netherlands over the course of the
next two weeks.

RDCC TO CONDUCT

IMPORTANT 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

ON FRIDAY 
MI CORRESPONDENT 

RANCHI : An important meeting is
being organized on Saturday, July 12
at 11:00 am under the chairmanship
of Ranchi District Rural Congress
Committee President Dr. Rakesh Kiran
Mahato at Old Assembly Auditorium,
Dhurva. 

Regarding this programme, Ranchi
District Rural Congress Committee
Media Incharge Suresh Kumar Singh
informed that Ranchi District Rural
Congress Committee will distribute
appointment letters to the newly
appointed Mandal Presidents and a
training program has also been organ-
ized for all the newly appointed
Mandal Presidents! On this occasion,
the programs of organization creation
run by the Congress Party will be dis-
cussed in detail and reviewed. In this
program, the Congress Party will dis-
cuss future strategies through Ranchi
District Congress Committee as well as
congratulate the newly appointed
Mandal Presidents, distribute appoint-
ment letters and give training! In this
program, mainly the District
Committee officials, Block Supervisor,
Block President, Mandal President,
Honorable MLA, MP, and Executive
Committee members will be present. 

LONDON [UK] : India pacer Mohammed
Siraj is on the cusp of a major career mile-
stone, needing just six more wickets to
reach 200 international scalps. The
Hyderabad-born right-arm seamer has so
far played 98 international matches across
formats, claiming 194 wickets, including
five five-wicket hauls.

Siraj has been a vital cog in India's pace
attack, especially in red-ball cricket. In 38
Test matches, he has taken 109 wickets,
with his career-best figures of 6/15 against
South Africa. In One Day Internationals
(ODIs), he has represented India in 44
matches, scalping 71 wickets. His standout
performance in the format came against Sri
Lanka, where he registered incredible fig-
ures of 6/21. In T20 Internationals (T20I),
Siraj has played a limited role so far, claim-
ing 14 wickets.

He made his international debut against
New Zealand in a T20I at Rajkot in 2017

Most recently, Siraj played a pivotal role
in India's commanding 336-run win over
England in the second Test at Edgbaston. He
was instrumental with the ball, finishing
with figures of 6/70, helping India level the
series 1-1 and underlining his value to the
side.

As India prepares for the third Test at
Lord's, all eyes will be on Siraj as he looks
to add another feather to his cap by reach-
ing the 200-wicket mark in international
cricket.

Coming to the second Test match,
England once again opted to field first. After

getting KL Rahul (2) early, an 80-run stand
between Yashasvi Jaiswal (87 in 107 balls,
with 13 fours) and Karun Nair (31 in 50
balls, with five fours) helped India gain
some footing in the match. Skipper
Shubman Gill had valuable partnerships of
203 runs with Ravindra Jadeja (89 in 137
balls, with 10 fours and a six) and a 144-run
stand against Washington Sundar (42 in 103
balls, with three fours and a six), helping
India towards 587, scoring 269 in 387 balls
himself, with 30 fours and three sixes.

Shoaib Bashir (3/167) was the pick of the

bowlers for England, while Chris Woakes
and Josh Tongue also managed two each.

In England's first innings, India had
them on the ropes with 84/5. However, a
303-run stand between Harry Brook (158 in
234 balls, with 17 fours and a six) and wick-
etkeeper-batter Jamie Smith (184* in 207
balls, with 21 fours and four sixes) sent
India on an endless hunt for leather and
answers. However, Siraj (6/70) and Akash
Deep (4/88) got something out of the new
ball and tumbled down the last five wickets
for 20 runs, bundling them down for 407
runs, gaining a 180-run lead.

India's response was a swift half-century
partnership between Jaiswal (28 in 22 balls,
with six fours) and KL Rahul, who also con-
tinued his good run with a 10-boundary-
filled 55 in 84 balls. A 110-run stand for the
fourth wicket between Rishabh Pant (65 in
58 balls, with eight fours and three sixes)
and Gill upped the attack, while Gill man-
aged yet another epic 175-run stand with
Jadeja, scoring 161 in 162 balls, with 13
fours and eight sixes. Jadeja scored an
unbeaten 69* in 118 balls, with five fours
and a six. India declared at 427/6, leading
by 607 runs and setting England a mon-
strous 608 runs to win.

During the run-chase, England was
restricted to 50/3. Jamie Smith (88 in 99,
with nine fours and four sixes) was the only
glimmer of hope for England as they were
skittled out for just 271 runs, losing by 336
runs, thanks to a brilliant spell from Akash
Deep (6/99), who ended up taking a ten-fer. 

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : It's been
four days since India's historic
qualification for the AFC
Women's Asian Cup Australia
2026. But the dust from the cel-
ebrations isn't settling anytime
soon, and the women's football
hype is only on an upward
curve.

."Honestly, it's still hard to
express," said the centre-back.
"There were so many mixed
emotions. It didn't even feel
real. We kept reassuring each
other, 'Yes, it has happened,
we've actually done it.' That
feeling... it's indescribable.
Anyone who supports women's
football or is part of it would
understand what it feels like to
qualify. It was overwhelming."

Overwhelming might still be
an understatement considering
the giant and historic achieve-
ment this is for the Indian
women's team. One that could
shape the future of the women's
game in the country. The stakes
were incredibly high, as the
Women's Asian Cup also serves
as a pathway to the FIFA
Women's World Cup.

That's exactly why the Blue
Tigresses are in no mood to rest
after this first-ever 'qualifica-
tion' for the Asian Cup. Coach
Crispin Chettri barely wasted
any time after the full-time
whistle in conveying the task at
hand to the girls.

After the outpouring of emo-
tions and hugs and cries and
tears, Chettri gathered everyone
in a huddle and said, "The top
of the mountain is the bottom of
another mountain. We must
continue to learn and grow as a
team. We've made it to the
Asian Cup. Our next target is
the World Cup. We have to keep
dreaming."

These dreams have taken
multiple hits in the past. None
as heartbreaking as the with-
drawal from the AFC Women's
Asian Cup 2022, hosted by
India, due to a COVID outbreak
in the camp. The Blue Tigresses
had only played one game, a 0-0
draw with Iran, and were theo-
retically only three matches
away from qualifying for the
World Cup before their dreams
were shattered.

"I still get flashbacks from
that. The regret lingered,"
Sangita Basfore had said nine
days before scoring both goals
against Thailand, that will give
India another shot at making
the world stage. This is the sec-
ond chance.

Sweety added, "It feels really
relieving. The last time India

hosted the tournament, we
couldn't play due to COVID. But
this time, we played all our
matches well, we went through
everything, and we qualified.
We've done it after 23 years.
The World Cup dream is alive."

And they didn't just do it
against any opposition. This was
Thailand, a side ranked 24

places above them, a side that
had beaten them 10-0 in the
2014 Asian Games, a side that
had already played two World
Cups. This was Futoshi Ikeda's
Thailand. The mastermind who
coached Japan to the quarter-
finals of the 2023 World Cup. He
might have thrashed eventual
world champions Spain 4-0 that

time, but last Saturday, he and
his side had no reply to the roar
of the Blue Tigresses.

Captaining India on such a
monumental day is a memory
that will stay with Sweety Devi
forever, who, at only 25, already
has 66 caps to her name. Chettri
rotated captains during the
Qualifiers, announcing it during
the matchday morning team
meeting and formally handing
the armband in the dressing
room. Sweety was the captain
against Mongolia, Sangita got
the armband against Timor-
Leste, and Sanju had the oppor-
tunity to lead the team against
Iraq. The 'leaders' may alter-
nate, but for Sweety, this suc-
cess is about the entire team,
not just those on the pitch, but
those off the pitch too, including
the coaches and support staff.
This is everyone's reward.

"It's always a proud moment
to be a captain, but this is about
the whole team. It's not just me.
I only have the armband, and
the team has given me that
responsibility. But the contribu-
tion is equal. Each and every

player, every staff member, and
everyone has played a role. So
this success belongs to the
whole team and the whole
nation." India will know their
opponents at the AFC Women's
Asian Cup Australia 2026 after
the draw is conducted on July
29. Twelve teams will be split
into three groups of four each.
India is placed in Pot 4 and will
be drawn against either
Australia, Japan or DPR Korea
from Pot 1, China, the Korea
Republic or Vietnam from Pot 2,
and the Philippines, Chinese
Taipei or Uzbekistan from Pot 3.

The top two teams from each
group, along with the two best
runners-up, will advance to the
quarter-finals. The four quarter-
final winners will qualify for the
FIFA Women's World Cup 2027
in Brazil.

The losing quarter-finalists
will contest the play-offs for the
two remaining direct spots allo-
cated to the AFC for the World
Cup. The two play-off losers will
have another chance of qualify-
ing for Brazil via the inter-con-
federation play-offs. (ANI)

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : In a move to
strengthen centralised training
and maintain consistency across
the national boxing programme,
the Interim Committee overseeing
the Boxing Federation of India
(BFI) and the functioning of the
sport in the country has reinforced
its long-standing policy disallow-
ing personal coaches and support
staff at official national camps,
according to a release from BFI.

The directive is aimed at ensur-
ing uniform preparation standards
as Indian boxers gear up for major
global events, such as the World
Boxing Championships in
Liverpool in September, followed
by the World Boxing Cup Finals in
New Delhi this November and
leading up to the Asian Games
next year.

Drawing key lessons from
India's Paris 2024 Olympic cam-
paign, the Boxing Interim
Committee has reinforced the

need for a centralised, high-
accountability training system.
Introduced three months ago, this
structured setup, requiring all
national campers to train exclu-
sively under federation-appointed
coaches, has already begun to
yield results. Both male and
female boxers have shown signifi-
cant progress, with India securing
six medals at the World Boxing
Cup in Brazil and a record-break-
ing haul of 11 medals, including
three golds in the women's cate-
gories, at the Astana edition earli-
er this year. Underlining the
strategic importance of a cen-
tralised training system, Col.
(Retd.) Arun Malik, Executive
Director, BFI and Member of the
Interim Committee, said, "The
need for a unified, centrally gov-
erned training ecosystem is essen-
tial. By consolidating our coaching
framework, we're able to maintain
clear performance benchmarks,

ensure real-time progress track-
ing, and implement timely course
corrections where needed. This
process brings greater discipline,
data-driven feedback, and long-
term athlete development into
focus. Our recent medal tally,
including the landmark perform-
ance at the World Boxing Cup in
Astana, Kazakhstan, reinforces
that a centralised model delivers
results. We are committed to
strengthening this system to sus-
tain and scale elite-level success."

The national camps are cur-
rently being led by head coaches
D.S. Yadav (men) and Dr.
Chandralal (women), ensuring
technical alignment across weight
classes and competition formats.

The directive underscores a
critical shift in Indian boxing,
away from fragmented, individual-
led preparations and toward a sin-
gle, united system designed for
global impact and excellence.

Indian A Men's Hockey Team open their tour of
Europe with a dominant 6-1 victory over Ireland

Helsinki Cup: Minerva registered
its fourth win, creating history
by winning the match 9-0
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Minerva
Academy FC's victory campaign
continued on the second day in
the Helsinki Cup 2025, and the
team kept scoring goals continu-
ously. The team has maintained
its top position in Group A by
defeating two big football clubs
of Iceland.

In the first match, Minerva
defeated KR Reykjavik 9-0. After
this, in another match, they
ended the day by defeating
Afturelding 3-0. In four matches,
the team did not concede a sin-
gle goal and won all the match-
es. Minerva now has 12 points,
and the goal difference is +24.

The team played its first
match against KR Reykjavik. It is
the most successful club in
Iceland. Formed in 1899, this
club has been the champion of
Iceland 27 times. 

They were considered
among the contenders for victo-
ry, but Minerva's young players
dominated from the very begin-
ning. Raj scored the first goal.

After this, Chetan scored two
brilliant goals. Punshiba also
scored two goals. The KR team
completely fell apart in front of
Minerva's attack. The match
was won by Minerva 9-0. 

This was the biggest margin

score of the tournament so far,
and Minerva made the record in
its name.

The second match was
against Afturelding. This club
was formed in 1909 and has
recently reached the top league
of Iceland. The team is known
for preparing young players. Raj
scored the first goal for Minerva
in this match as well. Punshiba
continued her form by scoring
another goal. The third goal was
scored by Kabir. With this win,
Minerva kept its fourth consecu-
tive clean sheet.

Minerva Academy FC is at
the top of Group A with four
wins in four matches. It is six
points ahead of the second-
placed team KR (IS). 

The team has not conceded
a single goal so far. Strong
defence, aggressive play and
teamwork have made Minerva
the strongest contender in the
tournament.

The victory over two big
Icelandic teams has showcased
the strength of Indian youth
football to the world. Their game
is being praised everywhere.
Now, in the final round of the
tournament, Minerva has
emerged as a strong contender
for the title. (ANI)

Mohammed Siraj nears milestone
of 200 international wickets

Boxing Interim Committee bars personal coaches for national
campers, pushes centralised training for accountability

FIFA Women's World Cup next mountain to climb for Blue Tigresses


