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TMC registers landslide victory in
Nadia's Kaliganj assembly by poll 

Mamata Banerjee orders stern action
after child’s death in post-by poll blast

PM Modi and others pay rich 
tributes to Syama Prasad 

Mookerjee on his death anniversary

Immovable property of several 
terror accused attached in J-K

Indian Army orders for drones 
worth  Rs 137 crores for  own use

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Securing a massive public
support and ensuring con-
tinued absolute faith in the
leadership of West Bengal
Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee,  Trinamool Con-
gress candidate Alifa
Ahmed won the by polls to
the Kaliganj Assembly seat
on Monday by a landslide
margin of 50,049 votes
over her nearest BJP rival
Ashish Ghosh.

With this massive vic-
tory Alifa Ahmed  also com-
fortably  surpassed the
2021 winning margin of
her father Nasiruddin
Ahmed, whose demise in
February this year necessi-
tated the elections to the
seat in West Bengal's Nadia
district, ECI website said on
Monday.

After the final 23rd
round of counting, Alifa
bagged 1,02,759 votes

compared to Ghosh who
finished the race with
52,710 votes, according to
figures posted by the Com-
mission on its website.

The Left-supported
Congress candidate Kabil
Uddin Shaikh came in third

with only 28,348 votes.Al-
though Alifa secured about
9,000 votes less than the
1,11,696 votes that her fa-
ther had bagged in 2021,
her winning margin sur-
passed the 46,987 margin
of Nasiruddin four years

ago seemingly because of a
tighter division of votes be-
tween her two closest chal-
lengers.

Outside the counting
centre, Alifa attributed her
victory to "people's love"
and thanked them for
"reposing faith in Mamata
Banerjee's development
politics".

"I do not agree that
Hindus have not voted for
us. We received significant
leads from some Hindu-
majority areas in my con-
stituency," Alifa said in
response to a claim along
those lines from BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari.

"We did not target votes
from any particular com-
munity. We approached all
voters and the results show
that their clear mandate is
to not tolerate any form of
communal divide in Ben-
gal," she added. 

TMC candidate Alifa Ahmed flashes victory sign after win-
ning the Kaliganj Assembly constituency by-election, in
Nadia, West Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:A
moment of political triumph
descended into sorrow in
West Bengal after a nine-
year-old girl, Tamanna
Khatun, was tragically
killed in an explosion during
a Trinamool Congress
(TMC) victory procession
following the Kaliganj As-
sembly bypoll result. The
incident occurred in
Molandi, within the Krish-
nanagar police district,
sparking a wave of political
outrage and grief. 

According to the police,
the girl was wounded after
being allegedly hit by a
bomb that exploded on
Monday afternoon at
Barochandgar under Kali-
ganj police station limits. 

Reacting swiftly and
strongly, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee expressed
deep sorrow and con-
demned the violence in no
uncertain terms. Taking to
her official social media
handle, the Chief Minister

wrote: “I am shocked and
deeply saddened at the
death of a young girl in an
explosion at
Barochandghar in Krish-
nanagar police district. My
prayers and thoughts are
with the family in their hour
of grief. Police shall take
strong and decisive legal ac-
tion against the culprits at
the earliest.” 

The Chief Minister also
instructed top officials to

take immediate and strict
legal action. Simultane-
ously, the Election Commis-
sion has sought a detailed
report from the district ad-
ministration regarding the
blast.  Sources suggest the
girl was caught in the blast
allegedly triggered by a
socket bomb hurled during
the TMC's celebratory rally.
While TMC leaders have
called for a thorough inves-
tigation to determine if the

act was a deliberate at-
tempt to sabotage their vic-
tory celebrations, the
Opposition has squarely
blamed the ruling party for
turning political triumphs
into lawless street displays. 

TMC’s winning candi-
date Alifa Ahmed urged re-
straint and impartial
investigation, stating, “We
need to know whether this
was orchestrated to mar the
celebration.” Meanwhile,
party youth leader Debang-
shu Bhattacharya has also
echoed similar concerns.
"The girl's body has been
sent for post-mortem. We
are probing into the cause
of the explosion," the police
said. 

As the investigation un-
folds, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee’s firm and
immediate response under-
scores her administration’s
attempt to maintain law
and order in an increasingly
polarized political land-
scape. 

TMC clinched Kaliganj, AAP ahead in Punjab and Gujarat,
while Cong-led UDF won in Kerala in Assembly by polls

Former CEC of Bangladesh arrested on 
charge of manipulating  general elections

MI News Service, New Delhi
/Kolkata : The ruling  Tri-
namool Congress in West
Bengal has once again
clinched the Kaliganj As-
sembly seat defeating near-
est rival BJP by a
comfortable margin of over
50,000 votes on Monday,
while AAP maintained a lead
in both  Ludhiana West seat
in Punjab and in Gujarat's
Visavadar constituency , as
the Congress-led UDF has
surged ahead of its rivals in
Kerala's Nilambur, accord-
ing to  Election Commission
sources in respective states.
The BJP was ahead in Gu-
jarat's Kadi seat, the trends
showed. The by polls in five
assembly constituencies in
four states were held on

June 19. The Trinamool
Congress was leading by
over 50,438 votes in the by-
election to the Kaliganj as-
sembly seat in West
Bengal’s Nadia district after
23 rounds of counting on
Monday. TMC candidate
Alifa Ahamed secured
71,639 votes, while her
nearest rival, BJP nominee
Ashis Ghosh got 31,201.
Congress candidate Kabil
Uddin Shaikh, backed by
the CPI(M), slipped to the
third position with only
22,275 votes, election offi-
cials said. Counting began
at 8 am with the postal bal-
lots. The process has been
peaceful so far, they added.
However, in a major blow
to Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF

government in Kerala, Con-
gress-led UDF candidate
Aryadan Shoukath won the
Nilambur assembly seat in
south Kerala by a margin
of 11,077 votes against M
Swaraj of  the ruling
CPI(M).  Shoukath is the
son of late Congress stal-
wart Aryadan Muhammed,
while Swaraj is a state sec-
retariat member of the
CPI(M).  But in a most sur-
prised result, AAP leader
Gopal Italia won the Gu-
jarat’s Visavadar seat by
over 75,000 votes, while the
BJP retained the Kadi seat.
In Gujarat, the Visavadar
seat went to the polls after
sitting AAP MLA Bhupen-
dra Bhayani joined the rul-
ing BJP. 

MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and several
other senior leaders paid rich trib-
utes to Bharatiya Jana Sangh's
founding president Syama Prasad
Mookerjee on his death anniversary
on Monday, saying his invaluable
contribution in nation-building will
always be remembered with rever-
ence.

PM Modi said Mookerjee dis-
played incomparable courage and
strength to maintain the country's
integrity.

A former Hindu Mahasabha
leader who was included in the first
Cabinet headed by Jawaharlal
Nehru, Mookerjee quit the govern-

ment in 1950 and reached out to the
RSS to launch a party dedicated to
the cause of nationalism and fighting
policies of the Congress.

He founded the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, the precursor to the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in
1951.

As an MP, he died in custody in
Jammu and Kashmir in 1953 after
he was arrested for entering the
state without permit, an official re-
quirement he was fiercely opposed to
and considered an impediment to the
region's full integration with the
country.

Lauding his "incomparable
courage" and "invaluable contribu-

tion" to nation-building, PM Modi de-
scribed  Mookerjee as  a prominent
nationalist leader and a key figure in
post-independence India. “He is re-
membered for his fierce opposition
to Article 370 and for playing a cen-
tral role in the movement to inte-
grate Jammu and Kashmir with the
rest of India” , PM Modi said.

According to the Bharatiya
Janata Party's (BJP's) official web-
site, he died "for the cause of inte-
grating Kashmir with the rest of
India."

In a post on X,  the Prime minis-
ter said, "Tributes to Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee on his martyrdom
day. He displayed incomparable
courage and effort to keep the in-
tegrity of the country intact. His in-
valuable contribution to
nation-building will always be re-
membered with reverence."

BJP National President and
Union  Health Minister J.P. Nadda
also took to social media to honour
Mookerjee.

"I pay my heartfelt tribute to the
blessed son of Mother India, the pio-
neer of cultural nationalism, revered
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee ji on
his martyrdom day, who dedicated
his all for the unity, integrity and
self-respect of India," he posted.

"Revered Dr. Shyama Prasad Ji
struggled ideologically and politically
throughout his life to keep Jammu
and Kashmir and West Bengal an in-
tegral part of India. To keep the
flame of cultural nationalism alive in
the country, he presented a new 
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Prime Minister Modi and Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah offer tribute to
Syama Prasad Mookerjee and Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya on Mookerjee death
anniversary.

People will not

tolerate if you

belittle oppn,

Kharge tells 

PM Modi

MI News Service, Ben-
galuru  : Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge hasonce again
slammed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for
"trivialising" the oppo-
sition, and criticised his
absence from the all-
party meetings con-
vened after the
Pahalgam terror at-
tack.

Kharge said the
Prime Minister's ab-
sence reflects his scant
respect for the opposi-
tion.

Addressing a public
gathering here  on
Monday, Kharge re-
marked that the coun-
try was going through
a difficult phase for
various wrong deci-
sions of the union gov-
ernment .

"Recently, Pakistani
terrorists killed 26 peo-
ple in Pahalgam. In re-
sponse, the Indian
armed forces carried
out strikes on terror fa-
cilities inside Pakistan
and eliminated the ter-
rorists," he said.

He alleged that
while the entire nation
and the armed forces
worked in unison to de-
fend the country, some
individuals tried to take
personal credit.

"Had they served in
the Army as a captain,
colonel, or lieutenant
colonel, we would have
appreciated them for
doing a great job and
fighting for the country.
But that is not the
case," Kharge said,
without directly nam-
ing anyone.

Kharge was in a
small town of  Raichur
along with Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, Con-
gress ministers, and
MLAs, where he laid
the foundation stone
for several projects and
presided over the nam-
ing ceremony of
Raichur University.

The Leader of Op-
position in the Rajya
Sabha said Congress
was the first to demand
an all-party meeting on
the Pahalgam terror
strike.

"When the meet-
ings were convened
twice, the Prime Minis-
ter failed to attend on
both occasions. I want
to ask him why did he
not attend". He noted
that leaders from
Kanyakumari to Kash-
mir had left behind im-
portant engagements
to attend the meeting,
yet the PM chose not to
attend despite being in
the country. "Instead,
he was busy campaign-
ing for the Bihar elec-
tions. What does 
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MI News Service, New Delhi : In a major
development in the midst of a volatile sit-
uation in the Middle East, the Indian
Army, through the emergency procure-
ment route, has given orders,worth about
Rs 137 crore, for porocuring hybrid mini
unmanned aerial vehicles systems from
well known Drone technology firm ideaF-
orge Technology

Informing this corporate sources said
on Monday that   a key requirement dur-
ing the assessment for the selection of un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAV)and
subsequent placement of order was that
all critical sub-components must be
sourced from non-border-sharing nations,

and that the platform be substantially in-
digenous in capability and design.

"ideaForge Technology has secured a
significant win through the emergency
procurement route. The order, valued at
approximately Rs 137 crore, has been
placed by the Indian Army for its high-
performance hybrid Mini UAV systems,
which are already battle-tested and in-
ducted into the Army's inventory for ISR
(Intelligence, Surveillance, and Recon-
naissance) operations,” the company said
in a statement today. The company has its
research and development and manufac-
turing units in Navi Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Delhi, and the US.

MI News Service, Srinagar
: Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice have attached the en-
tire immovable property of
a terror accused, who is
presently under judicial
custody, in Udhampur dis-
trict.

Informing this official
sources said on Monday
that a total of  1.3 marla
land (one marla =272.25
sq feet)  registered in the
name of  accused Moham-
mad Safiq, and located at
Kadwah village of Basant-
garh, was attached under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

They said  the remote
Basantgarh forest area ad-
jacent to  Kadwah village
which had witnessed sev-
eral encounters between
terrorists and security
forces in the past couple of
years. 

Earlier on Friday ,the
National Investigation
Agency  had attached the
properties of two key
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) op-
eratives for their involve-
ment in the 2015 terror
attack on a BSF convoy in
Udhampur district of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Two BSF personnel
were killed and 13 others
injured in the attack,
which took place on Au-
gust 5, 2015 on the Srina-
gar-Jammu national
highway in Narsoo village
of Udhampur district. One
terrorist was killed and an-
other, identified as Naveed,
was arrested in the retal-
iatory action by the secu-
rity forces.

"The two accused
whose properties have
been attached were also
subsequently arrested and

are currently undergoing
trial in the NIA special
court in Jammu," the anti-
terror probe agency said.

As per the NIA investi-
gations, the duo --  identi-
fied as Fayaz Ahmed Itoo
alias Fayaz Khar and
Khursheed Ahmed Bhat
alias Surya -- are members
of the banned Pakistan-
backed terror organisation
LeT, the agency said.  All
the prime accused in the
case have been charge-
sheeted and are under
trial under various provi-

sions of Ranbir Penal
Code, Arms Act, Explosive
Substances Act 1946,
Passport (Entry into India)
Act 1920 and Unlawful Ac-
tivities Prevention Act
1967.

In that case, four im-
movable properties, in-
cluding a single storey
residential house belong-
ing to Fayaz Ahmed Itoo,
in village Khudwani, Tehsil
Qaimoh in district Kulgam
and a two-storey residen-
tial house, along with two
plots of land, belonging to
Khursheed Ahmed Bhat @
Surya in village Chursoo

and Sail, Awantipora,
district Pulwama, have
been attached under Sec-
tion 33 (1) of UAPA, 1967,
in pursuance of the recent
orders of NIA Special
Court, Jammu. 

Maoreover, as part of
its efforts to dismantle the
Kashmir terror network,
the NIA has also attached
the immovable property of
another key terror accused
involved in the killing of
two non-locals in the valley
in February this year. 
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MI News Service, Dhaka :
In a  major  administrative
action against members of
the previous regime, for-
mer Chief Election Com-
missioner of Bangladesh K
M Nurul Huda has been
arrested on charges of ma-
nipulating elections during
his tenure.

According to Dhaka
metropolitan police’s
Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hidul Islam, former CEC
Huda was arrested in  con-
nection with the case filed
by former prime minister
Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
against the former CEC
and 18 others, including
deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina.

Election Commission
officials said on Monday
that  this was probably the
first time that a former
CEC has been detained
over issues related to  the
conduct of  free and fair
elections..

Earlier in the day, the
77-year-old Huda, who
oversaw  three  general
elections in 2014, 2018
and 2024, was assaulted
by a mob outside his Ut-
tara residence.

Uttara West police sta-
tion chief Hafizur Rahman
said, "We went to the
scene after being in-
formed" that a mob has
surrounded Huda. We
have brought him into our
custody.”      Another police

officer said the mob raided
Huda’s residence located
at Uttara area in Dhaka
and dragged him out of his
house before the arrival of
police.

Videos circulating on
social media show a group
of people thrashing Huda
with shoes, garlanding him
with footwear, and throw-
ing eggs at him from close
proximity. In the
videos,(which was not in-
dependently confirmed by
Morning India)  the mob
was seen abusing him with
filthy language and contin-
uing to beat him even after
the police arrived at the
scene.       Huda 
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-File Picture

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, along with State Chief Secretary Manoj Pant,
met Bangladesh High Commissioner M. Riaz Hamidullah and the Acting Deputy High Com-
missioner of Bangladesh in Kolkata, Sikder Mohammad Ashrafur Rahman, at the state sec-
retariat, Nabanna, on Monday.
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MI News Service, Nadia: What 
began as a day of celebration 
in Kaliganj swiftly turned into 
heartbreak when a bomb explo-
sion took the life of a young girl 
shortly after by-election results 
were announced on Monday. 
The victim, Tamanna Khatun, a 
Class IV student, was standing 
outside her home in the Melen-
di area, holding her mother’s 
hand, when the bomb exploded. 
Eyewitnesses claim the bomb 
was thrown during local victory 
celebrations and detonated near 
their house, fatally injuring the 
child.

Tamanna was rushed to a 
nearby medical facility, but doc-
tors were unable to save her. 
Tearfully recounting the tragic 
moment, her mother said, “My 
daughter never leaves my side. 
We were just standing there 
when the blast happened. I woke 
up to find one side of my body 
burning… and my daughter ly-
ing lifeless.” Local residents re-
port that over 40 bombs were 
thrown during the celebrations, 
with some targeting homes of 
opposition supporters. Many 

suspect the incident was politi-
cally motivated, as the affected 
households were known to sup-
port rival parties. Tamanna’s 
mother alleges that her daugh-
ter’s death was a direct result 
of their political preferences, 
saying, “This happened because 
I didn’t vote for them.” The en-
tire community is in shock, with 
what should have been a day of 
joy now overshadowed by grief. 
The tragedy has raised serious 
concerns about safety and the 
growing culture of post-election 
violence. The Chief Minister ex-
pressed profound sorrow over 
the incident, calling for strict 
action to hold the perpetrators 
accountable. Authorities have 
launched an investigation, and 
efforts are underway to restore 
law and order. However, one fact 
remains undeniable—this sense-
less violence has claimed the life 
of an innocent child. Kaliganj 
now mourns Tamanna, and 
the incident serves as a stark 
reminder of the dangers of un-
checked political aggression and 
the urgent need for peace and 
accountability.

MI News Service, Hooghly: A 
chilling case of domestic violence 
and revenge has come to light in 
Jangipara, where a woman and 
her relatives allegedly killed her 
husband and disposed of his 
body in a tubewell. Rabin Ru-
idas, a 36-year-old resident of 
Chanditala, was reported miss-
ing on May 13. Over a month lat-
er, on June 22, his brother Bablu 
Ruidas filed a formal  complaint 
with Jangipara police station, al-
leging that Rabin had been mur-
dered by his wife and the body 
hidden.

According to additional su-
perintendent of police Krishanu 
Roy, investigators questioned the 
wife and her family members, 
who eventually confessed to 
the crime. Preliminary findings 
reveal that Rabin, allegedly an 
alcoholic, subjected his wife to 

prolonged physical and mental 
abuse. Driven by year of tor-
ture, she along with relatives, 
reportedly strangled Rabin with 
a rope. The body, believed to 
be Rabin's, was retrieved from 
a tubewell late Sunday night in 
the presence of a magistrate. 
Police said the body was trans-
ported using a cart before be-
ing dumped. The remains have 
been sent for post-mortem ex-
amination, and a forensic and 
DNA analysis will be conducted 
to confirm the victim’s identity. 
The case has been registered 
under multiple sections, and the 
accused are currently in police 
custody as further investigation 
continues. The incident has sent 
shockwaves through the com-
munity, highlighting the tragic 
consequence of unchecked do-
mestic violence.

MI News Service, Basirhat: 
A domestic dispute has taken 
a dramatic turn in Hingalganj, 
where a man has staged a sit-
in outside his in-laws' house, 
demanding the return of his 
wife. The incident has drawn 
local attention in Area No. 5 of 
Sahebkhali Gram Panchayat 
under the Hingalganj block. 
Siddharth Mondal, a resident of 
Hingalganj, alleges that his wife, 
Maitree Mondal, was detained 
by her family after he dropped 
her off at her parental home on 
June 20. He claims repeated at-
tempts to bring her back were 
unsuccessful. On June 25, when 
he visited again, he was alleged-
ly assaulted by members of her 
family.

“They dragged me from the 
road with a towel around my 
neck and beat me,” Siddharth 
said, naming his wife's elder 
brothers, sister-in-law, and 

father as those involved. “We 
have a legally registered mar-
riage. I just want to start a 
peaceful life with my wife,” he 
added while sitting in protest 
at their doorstep. However, the 
wife's version paints a different 
picture. Maitree Mondal has 
told reporters, “I am afraid for 
my life. I no longer want to con-
tinue this marriage.” Her state-
ment suggests serious marital 
discord and possible safety con-
cerns. The case has highlight-
ed the complex emotional and 
legal dimensions of domestic 
relationships, with both parties 
leveling serious allegations. No 
formal complaint has yet been 
filed with the police, but the 
matter has drawn public and 
media attention. Local authori-
ties are expected to intervene to 
ensure the safety of both indi-
viduals and to mediate a lawful 
resolution, if possible.

MI News Service, Howrah: 
An alleged child abduction in 
broad daylight has taken a puz-
zling turn in the Baltikuri area of 
Howrah, with investigators now 
examining possible inconsisten-
cies in the mother’s account of 
the incident. According to the 
mother, Sangeeta Singh, she had 
come from her home in Domjur 
to Dasnagar with her two sons 
— Ayush (10) and Anshuman 
(8). From there, she reportedly 
walked to the Baltikuri area. It 
was on an empty stretch of road 
between Baltikuri and Aru Para, 
she claims, that a white car sud-
denly appeared and abducted 
her younger son, Anshuman, be-
fore fleeing the scene.

Senior officials, including 
Joint Commissioner of Police 
Sabari Rajkumar, have joined 
the investigation. Police from 
Dasnagar station are exam-
ining the sequence of events 
and tracking CCTV footage and 
eyewitness accounts to verify 
the details. However, law en-
forcement sources have raised 
serious doubts about the verac-
ity of the mother’s statement. 
Officials noted that Sangee-
ta Singh did not take actions 

typically expected of a parent 
during a child abduction**, 
such as raising an immediate 
alarm, seeking help from near-
by residents, or contacting au-
thorities promptly. These gaps 
have prompted investigators to 
explore whether the incident 
may involve other factors or 
motives. Sangeeta told police 
that she initially travelled to 
Salap with her children by a 
toto (e-rickshaw), then moved 
on to Dasnagar, and later pro-
ceeded on foot toward Balti-
kuri. The alleged abduction 
occurred during this final leg 
of the journey. The police have 
not ruled out any possibilities. 
A senior officer stated, “We are 
keeping all angles open — from 
a genuine abduction to a staged 
incident. The mother’s version 
has inconsistencies that need to 
be carefully verified.” As the in-
vestigation intensifies, the focus 
remains on locating the missing 
child safely while establishing 
the true circumstances of the 
incident. The case has sent 
shockwaves through the local 
community, with many await-
ing clarity on what transpired 
on that quiet Howrah road.

MI News Service, Nadia: As 
the conflict intensifies in Israel, 
families in West Bengal’s Na-
dia district are living in constant 
anxiety. Multiple youths from the 
Betai region, including Tehatta’s 
Sanjeev and Sujit Biswas, are cur-
rently stuck in Israel, facing fre-
quent missile attacks. Gostcharan 
Biswas, a resident of Betai, said 
his sons, Sanjeev and Sujit, called 
to inform him that missile sirens 
are sounding at regular intervals. 
“Just ten minutes before the at-
tacks, everyone’s mobile phones 
start ringing with alerts. They 

have to rush to underground bun-
kers immediately,” he said. “They 
told me they’ve been staying in the 
bunker for days. I am terrified. I 
just want my sons and others to 
return home safely.” The situation 
is equally grim for other families 
in the region. Sadanand Haldar 
from Betai Lalbazar has been in 
Israel for the past three months. 
His mother, Aduri Haldar, ex-
pressed deep concern: “I sent my 
son to Israel by taking a loan. Now, 
in the middle of a war, I’m worried 
every moment. I keep checking on 
him through WhatsApp.”

MI News Service, Kalyani: In a heartwarming 
initiative, the alumni association of Lichutala 
Vivekananda Adarsha Vidyalaya in Saguna, 
Kalyani Block, organised a felicitation cere-
mony on Saturday to honour students who 
excelled in this year’s Madhyamik and High-
er Secondary examinations.

Over 30 distinguished alumni-including 
doctors, engineers, scientists, bureaucrats, 
and budding entrepreneurs-gathered at 
their alma mater not just to hand over priz-
es, but to share their journeys and motivate 
the current batch of students.

“This isn’t just about awarding brilliance. 
It’s about making a commitment-that the 
new generation will become beacons of hope 
for society,” said Debashis Ghosh, President 
of the Alumni Association.

Dr Dayamay Mondal, a noted scientist 
and alumnus, echoed a similar sentiment: 
“No matter how far we go, our roots remain 

here. This school built the foundation of our 
success.”

Parents, teachers, and students filled the 
school grounds, celebrating not only aca-
demic excellence but the inspiring presence 
of those who once walked the same corri-
dors. The school authorities expressed hope 
that such “homecomings” will become a tra-
dition, nurturing more success stories from 
rural Bengal.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Starlight Anann-
ya Samman 2025, organized by 
the Payel Sarkar Organization, 
was held this year at Kolkata's 
prestigious Rabindra Tirtha. 
The event aimed to honor ex-
ceptional contributors across 
various fields including cul-
ture, social service, arts, liter-
ature, and cinema.

Among the distinguished 
awardees were Sagaradighi 
Winner Welfare Trust, a no-
table voluntary organization 
from Murshidabad; environ-

mentalist Ardhendu Biswas; 
actor Rabeen Dutta; and jour-
nalist Rahmatullah—all of 
whom were presented with the 
Starlight Anannya Samman in 
recognition of their significant 
contributions.

The award for Sagaradighi 
Winner Welfare Trust was 
handed over by popular ac-
tresses Shrabanti Chatterjee 
and Payel ‘Mithai’ Sarkar, 
while theatre personality Ra-
been Dutta received his honor 
from veteran actor Chiranjit 
Chakraborty.

The star-studded event was 
graced by numerous celeb-
rities, including Debashree 
Roy, Mamata Sarkar, Chiranjit 
Chakraborty, Rajatava Dut-
ta, Abir Chatterjee, Rituparna 
Sengupta, Koushani Mukher-
jee, and singer Nachiketa 
Chakraborty.

Sanjib Das, secretary of the 
Sagaradighi Winner Welfare 
Trust, expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, “We engage 
in social service throughout the 
year. Receiving this recognition 
feels truly rewarding.”

MI News Service, Siliguri: A 
sensational daylight robbery at 
a prominent gold shop on Hill 
Cart Road has sent shockwaves 
through Siliguri, with armed 
robbers making away with jew-
ellery and diamonds worth near-
ly ₹20 crore in just 20 minutes. 
As the investigation deepens, 
police suspect the involvement 
of an organized interstate gang 
operating from outside Bengal.

According to police sourc-
es, the robbers had been living 
in rented accommodations in 
Bidhan Nagar, a locality in the 
Siliguri subdivision, for the past 
eight months. The gang report-
edly included women and had 
been conducting detailed recces 
of major jewellery outlets in the 
city as part of their plan. Two 
suspects—identified as Moham-
mad Shamshed from Bihar and 
Mohammad Shafiq from Rajas-
than—have been arrested so far. 
A motorcycle registered in Purba 
Medinipur has also been seized. 

However, the stolen gold and di-
amonds are yet to be recovered, 
and a manhunt is on to trace the 
remaining gang members. The 
police believe the robbers had 
links to criminal networks from 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, previ-
ously known for ATM heists in 
the region. The revelation has 
reignited concerns about the 
apparent ease with which crimi-
nal groups are able to enter and 
operate in the city undetected. 
Locals and members of the busi-
ness community have criticized 
law enforcement, questioning 
how the gang remained unno-
ticed for months despite strict 
regulations requiring tenant 
verification. Vijay Kumar Gupta, 
Chairman of the local business 
association, voiced strong con-
cern: “How could a gang live 
here for eight months and go 
unnoticed? Police should have 
been more vigilant. There is a 
rule for tenant verification, but 
it’s clearly not being followed.” 

The incident has also sparked 
scrutiny of the functioning of 
the Siliguri Metropolitan Police, 
which was set up to improve 
law and order with its own DIG 
and several SP-rank officers. 
Critics argue that the absence 
of sufficient on-ground surveil-
lance, vacant police posts, and 
inadequate tenant checks have 
created loopholes in the secu-
rity apparatus. Police are now 
conducting raids and intensify-
ing surveillance across the city 
to locate the remaining culprits 
and recover the stolen goods. 
Forensic teams are reviewing 
CCTV footage, and a special task 
force has been assigned to trace 
the larger network potentially 
involved in the heist. The daring 
robbery has not only highlighted 
a major security lapse but also 
raised urgent questions about 
urban policing and interstate 
crime coordination in one of 
North Bengal's busiest commer-
cial hubs.

MI News Service,  
Dakshineswar: In a major break-
through, police in Dakshineswar 
intercepted a large consignment 
of banned drug Phensedyl, seizing 
a bus and a Matador van carrying 
narcotics worth crores of rupees. 
The traffickers, believed to have 
arrived from Uttar Pradesh, man-
aged to flee the scene, triggering a 
citywide manhunt.

According to police sources, 
the operation unfolded during 
routine naka checking in the 
Rajabagan area on Sunday. Of-
ficers from Dakshineswar Police 
Station stopped a suspicious bus 
for inspection. As the bus was 
halted, several individuals dis-
embarked and fled the scene on 
foot, evading immediate arrest. A 
Matador van, which was accom-

panying the bus, was also seized 
during the operation. Upon 
searching both vehicles, police 
discovered a massive stockpile 
of Phensedyl, a codeine-based 
cough syrup banned under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act due to 
its widespread abuse. Officials 
confirmed that the drugs were 
being transported into Bengal 
from Uttar Pradesh, and prelim-
inary estimates suggest the con-
traband is worth several crores 
in the illegal drug market. The 
incident highlights growing con-
cerns about interstate smuggling 
networks operating within West 
Bengal. Police are currently con-
ducting raids in multiple loca-
tions to track down the abscond-
ing suspects. The Dakshineswar 

incident follows closely on the 
heels of a high-profile robbery 
case in Siliguri, where crimi-
nals from outside the state were 
found to have plotted a massive 
gold heist. With Dakshineswar 
Temple attracting thousands of 
devotees daily, the discovery of 
a major narcotics operation in 
the vicinity has raised alarm. 
Authorities have reiterated the 
need for heightened vigilance, 
particularly in key transit zones 
and religious hubs. The incident 
underscores a troubling pattern 
of organized crime and drug 
trafficking flowing into West 
Bengal from other states. Law 
enforcement agencies are now 
intensifying surveillance and 
coordination efforts to prevent 
such breaches in public safety.

Dipankar Edbar, Kaliganj
The ruling Trinamool Con-
gress registered a resounding 
victory in the Kaliganj Assem-
bly bypoll on Monday, with 
party candidate Alifa Ahmed 
securing a margin of 50,049 
votes, surpassing the 2021 
winning margin of her late fa-
ther, former MLA Nasiruddin 
(Lal) Ahmed.

According to the final tally, 
While there are 2500 Nota, 
TMC has achieved 1,02,179 
votes (55.15%), BJP: 52,424 
votes (28.29%), Congress 
(Left-backed): 28,262 votes 
(15.21%)

This win strengthens the 
TMC’s hold at the region, 
while the BJP managed to 
retain the second position. 
The Left-backed Congress 
candidate came in third but 
showed a marginal increase 
from the 25,076 votes Con-
gress polled in 2021.

However, after the win, Ali-

fa Ahmed said, “People Voted 
for Development.” Reacting to 
her victory, she added, “The 
people have voted in favour 
of development. Kaliganj has 
rejected communal politics. 
This is a mandate from all 
communities.”

On the other hand,Con-
gress Alleges Communal 
Polarisation. Kabiluddin 
Ahmed, the Left-backed Con-
gress candidate, accused both 
TMC and BJP of engaging in 

“communal polarisation”. He 
said, “Despite that, secular 
voters stood with us. Our vote 
share has increased.”

CM Mamata Banerjee 
Thanks ‘Maa, Maati, Manush’ 
for the win. She took to social 
media to thank voters, calling 
the result a reflection of the 
people’s trust in inclusive pol-
itics. “All religions, castes and 
classes have blessed us. I ded-
icate this victory to Bengal’s 
‘Maa, Maati, Manush’,” she 
wrote, while also paying trib-
ute to the late MLA Nasirud-
din Ahmed and congratulating 
party workers for their effort.

The Kaliganj result in-
dicates that TMC’s organ-
isational strength remains 
intact in the district. BJP con-
tinues to hold on to its base 
but failed to close the gap. 
The Left-Congress combine, 
while still distant, managed 
to slightly improve its vote 
share.

MI News Service, Dhupguri: In 
a rare show of unity, a six-member 
joint panel backed by the CPM, BJP, 
and Congress has taken control of 
the Matiali Cooperative Society un-
opposed, following a general meet-
ing held on Sunday at the Uttar Dh-
upjhora office. With no candidates 
fielded by the ruling Trinamool 
Congress, the election saw no vot-

ing process, leading to a smooth and 
uncontested formation of the board. 
Following the announcement, a cele-
bratory mood prevailed at the coop-
erative premises, where supporters 
waved both red and saffron flags in 
symbolic unison. Opposition leaders 
described the event as a collective 
victory against the dominance of the 
ruling party. 

Majnul Haque, former plains 
mandal president of the BJP, re-
marked, “This is a result of united 
opposition. Trinamool’s inability to 
even nominate a panel reflects a 
shifting public sentiment.” CPM lead-
er Dinesh Roy and Congress-backed 
board member Safiruddin Ahmed 
echoed this view, emphasizing the 
functional goals of the board. 

Nurul Islam Khan 
Monday morning, in view of 
the recent directives to curb 
down incidents of Road Traf-
fic Accidents (RTA), a joint in-
spection was conducted today 
in the jurisdiction of Chandita-
la Police Station, specifically 
focusing on identified black-
spots and congestion-prone 
areas including Jangalpara 
Bazar and Mosat Bazar.

The inspection aimed at 
identifying critical road safety 
concerns such as unregulated 
traffic flow, illegal parking, 
and road engineering issues 
contributing to frequent acci-
dents.

The following dignitaries 
and officials participated in 
the inspection:

Dy. Superintend of Police 
(Traffic), Hooghly Rural,

Assistant Engineer, PWD 
(High Division)

Highway Planning Engineer 
(Roads),

Sabhapati, Chanditala-I, 
Panchayat Samity

Block Officials, Chandita-
la-I,

Traffic Inspector Singur, OC, 
Singur TG.OC, Chanditala PS. 

Key Resolutions/Decisions 
Taken:

Installation of Speed Humps 
at accident-prone stretches.

Widening of Narrow Road 
Sections to ensure safer vehi-
cle movement.

Demarcation of Dedicated 
Two-Wheeler Parking Spaces 
in roadside market areas to 
reduce congestion.Propos-
al forIm proved Signage and 
Road Markings at critical 
junctions etc.

Starlight Anannya Award Presented 
at Nakshatra Mela in Rabindra Tirtha

Armed gang looted Rs20 cr worth of gold and diamonds

Police seize crores worth of Phensedyl

Former Students Honour Meritorious 
Achievers at Saguna Lichutala School 

Inspection of illegal parking

TMC’s Alifa Ahmed Wins Kaliganj 
Bypoll, Widens Father’s 2021 Margin

Red and Saffron abirs soar together- unity 
beyond the polls, expect on the plate

Bengal

Child killed in bomb blast during victory celebration

Women kills alcoholic husband, dump body in Tubewell

Man stages Dharna outside in-laws’ house, 
alleges wife being held against her will

Child abducted in broad daylight, 
police suspect mother’s involvement

Youths trapped in Israel amid missile 
strikes, families gripped by fear

Sex workers from Sonagachi, Kolkata's red-light area, participated in a protest on Monday, demanding 
dignity and condemning derogatory remarks made by a political leader. Teaching and non-teaching staff who lost their jobs due to the Supreme Court order during the SSC 

scam staged a protest, holding placards and empty utensils to highlight the ongoing crisis, in Kolkata on 
Monday.

The 35th Annual Conference of IMA Khidderpore was held recently in which eminent dignitaries were 
present included Sarbari Datta, Secretary General of IMA Headquarters, Delhi; Dr. M.A. Kasem, former 
MLA and past President of IMA Bengal; Dr. Swapan Ghosh (former Sheriff); Dr. M.N. Haque, President of 
IMA Khidderpore; and Dr. Shakil Akhtar, past Vice President of IMA Bengal. Around 200 eminent doctors 
attended the conference. Pic, Nurul Islam Khan
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CM Mamata meets Bangladesh High
Commissioner after nearly nine years

Netaji Subhas University of 
Sports Bill passed in Assembly

PM Modi and others pay...

People will not tolerate if...

Former CEC of Bangladesh...

Immovable property of...

State enhances ration system
with advanced technology
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idea in the form of Jana
Sangh," Nadda wrote,
adding that Mookerjee's
thoughts and dedication to
public service will remain
an enduring source of in-
spiration.

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari also paid tributes
on X, writing, "Tributes to
the founder of Bharatiya
Jana Sangh, revered Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
on his martyrdom day. He
sacrificed everything for
the unity and integrity of
the country by renouncing
power. His sacrifice for the
country will always be re-
membered."

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
also paid homage to
Mookerjee, calling him a
"source of inspiration."

"Tribute to the pro-
claimer of 'Nahi Chalengey
ek desh mein do Vidhan,
do pradhan our do nissan',
founder president of
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Dr
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
ji on his martyrdom day!"
he posted on X.

"His sacrifice dedicated
to the unity and integrity of
the nation is a source of in-
spiration for all Indians,"
he said. Mookerjee had
been detained for 45 days
for violating Article 370,
which at the time man-
dated that Indian citizens

obtain a permit to enter
Jammu and Kashmir.

His arrest and subse-
quent death in custody on
June 23, 1953, sent shock-
waves across the country.

The permit system was
later abolished, and the
slogan that resonated
across the country then
was "Nahi Chalengey ek
desh mein do Vidhan, do
pradhan aur do nishan"
(There will not be two con-
stitutions, two prime min-
isters, and two flags in one
country).

Mookerjee, who had
turned to public agitation
outside Parliament to ex-
press his opposition to Ar-
ticle 370, had strongly
criticised the arrangement
as the "Balkanisation of
India" and equated it to
the "three-nation theory"
of Sheikh Abdullah.

According to the BJP
website, the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh, along with the
Hindu Mahasabha and the
Ram Rajya Parishad,
launched a major Satya-
graha movement demand-
ing the abrogation of the
"pernicious provisions" of
Article 370.

In May 1953, Mooker-
jee attempted to enter
Jammu and Kashmir with-
out a permit and was ar-
rested on May 11. He died
in custody on June 23,
1953. 
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that mean? While the
country and soldiers were
fighting on one side, the
Prime Minister chose to
campaign on the other,
after inviting us to an all-
party meeting. This is in-
appropriate," Kharge said.

He warned that such
an attitude does not bode
well. "If you try to belittle
the opposition, the leaders,
people, and especially the
youth of this country will
not tolerate it," Kharge
cautioned.

He also stated that the
Congress party's guaran-
tees are being imple-
mented effectively across
the country.

"Some jealous leaders
and political parties are
trying to undermine our
guarantees. But they will
not succeed in their ef-
forts," he said.

Kharge added that crit-
icising and defaming wel-
fare initiatives that have
directly benefited women
and other citizens will not
impress the people. 
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would spend the night at
the police’s detective
branch office and would be
produced before a court
for consequent legal ac-
tions, he said.

The BNP filed a case
against 19 people, includ-
ing Huda, for conducting
general elections in 2014,
2018 and 2024 under
Hasina regime "without
people's mandate". Hasina
had won all these elec-
tions.

The assault of Huda
triggered an uproar on so-
cial media, prompting
Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus’ interim govern-
ment to issue a statement
around midnight.

“The mob-created un-
ruly situation and the
physical assault on the ac-
cused has drawn the gov-
ernment's attention. The
government urges citizens
not to take the law into
their hands," the state-
ment said. It also warned
of appropriate actions

against such incidents.
Muhammad  Yunus

took over as the head of
the interim government
after Hasina was ousted in
a massive student-led
protest in August last year.
She fled to India following
the toppling of her Awami
League government

Most of the  senior
leaders of the Awami
League and ministers and
senior officials of the
ousted regime were  either
arrested or fled the coun-
try after the fall of the then
government.

Several of these lead-
ers, including ministers, in
the past several months
have come under mob at-
tack, particularly on court
premises.

Bangladesh’s founding
father Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's residence at 32
Dhanmandi in Dhaka,
which was turned into a
memorial museum by the
Hasina government, was
demolished by a mob using
bulldozers in February this
year. 
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According to the NIA, the
accused, Adil Manzoor
Langoo, is linked with 'The
Resistance Front (TRF)',
an offshoot of the Pak-
istan-based terrorist 
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT). The attachment is
part of a probe in the case
relating to a conspiracy
hatched by Langoo, along
with two others, identified
as Ahran Rasool Dar and
Dawood, it said.  The prop-
erty, located in Zaldagar,
Srinagar, was attached on
Wednesday under Section
25 of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, 1967,
it added. "Led by their
TRF/LeT handler based in
Pakistan, the conspiracy
was aimed at killing inno-
cent people in India with
the objective of spreading
terror and inciting vio-
lence," said the statement.

The NIA said that the
investigations led to the ar-
rest of Langoo, Dar and
Dawood following the
killing of the two non-lo-

cals on February 7, while
the Pakistan-based mas-
termind Jahangir is still at
large. The weapon used in
the commission of the
crime was recovered,
along with ammunition,
from the 10 Marlas prop-
erty which had been trans-
ferred to Langoo's father
and others by its original
owner, the agency said.
Langoo, who was arrested
on February 12, was
charge-sheeted along with
the other accused in Au-
gust and is lodged in Cen-
tral Jail Srinagar. He is
facing trial under various
sections of IPC, UAPA and
Indian Arms Act.

TRF, which surfaced in
2019 as a proxy outfit of
the LeT, is also designated
as a terrorist organisation.
It has been responsible for
several attacks and killings
of non-local civilians in
Kashmir, including those
belonging to religious mi-
norities. The outfit is also
behind several attacks on
Indian security forces in-
cluding local polic.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Mon-
day held a meeting with
newly appointed
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner M. Riaz Hamidullah
at the state secretariat,
Nabanna. Chief Secretary
Manoj Pant was also pres-
ent during the meeting,
which officials described
as a courtesy call.Accord-
ing to sources, this was the
first formal interaction be-
tween Banerjee and a
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner in nearly nine years,
marking a significant
diplomatic engagement
between the state and the

neighbouring nation.As
per reports, the meeting
gains importance as it
comes shortly after Baner-
jee wrote to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, urging the
central government to take
up the matter of vandalism
at the historic Kachari
House—also known as Ra-

bindra Kachharibari—in
Shahzadpur, Sirajganj,
Bangladesh. The site,
closely associated with
Nobel Laureate Ra-
bindranath Tagore, was
once the ancestral home
and revenue office of the
Tagore family.Banerjee
had emphasized the cul-
tural and historical impor-
tance of the location,
calling for a strong bilat-
eral response. The timing
of the meeting with the
High Commissioner has
drawn attention in diplo-
matic and cultural circles,
underlining the shared
heritage between Bengal
and Bangladesh.

-File Picture

Ahead of the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (June 26), school students participated in an anti-
drug awareness campaign organised by Kolkata Police in collaboration with the Department of Women and Child Develop-
ment and Social Welfare, Government of West Bengal, to raise awareness against drug abuse. The rally commenced from
Dharmatala, passed through Wellington, and concluded back at Dharmatala, in Kolkata on Monday.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a dra-
matic turn of events in the West Ben-
gal Legislative Assembly on Monday,
the much-anticipated Netaji Subhas
University of Sports and Entrepre-
neurship Bill, 2025, was passed by
voice vote, despite fierce protests
and chaos orchestrated by the BJP
legislators. The ruckus led to mar-
shals being called in to physically es-
cort the protesting members out of
the House.

Following the disruption, the As-
sembly resumed under the Speaker’s
direction, who then initiated deliber-
ation on the bill. The proposed uni-
versity’s first campus is to be
established in Chinsurah, Hooghly.
Touted as a pioneering initiative in
India, the institution is expected to
play a transformative role in Ben-
gal’s sports ecosystem—offering
cutting-edge training facilities and
international-standard research in-
frastructure.

Before the bill was tabled, ISF
MLA from Bhangar, Naushad Sid-
diqui, raised concerns over inade-
quate stipends for athletes.
Responding with the Speaker’s per-
mission, Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas highlighted Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s policy reforms,
stating, “Earlier only 2% job reser-
vations were available. Now, ath-
letes who perform well in
federation tournaments or win
medals are being directly appointed
to government jobs. Even legends
like former footballer BidhayBasu
are now honoured in the Assembly.”
Education Minister BratyaBasu for-
mally introduced the bill. While BJP
boycotted the session, Siddiqui re-
mained in the House, and the bill
was passed after a brief discussion.
Basu said, “The Chief Minister not
only ensures jobs for Santosh Tro-
phy winners but also provides
stipends and scholarships to en-

courage talent. This initiative
stands as a marker of Bengal’s
sporting progress.”

Calling it India’s first private
sports university, Basu added, “Ath-
letes can indeed be nurtured
through private or individual enter-
prise, and the government’s role is
to support and preserve such ef-
forts. The CM’s encouragement of
private initiative is unmatched.”

Taking a dig at the opposition
and central authorities, he re-
marked, “The BJP refused to debate
sports policy and instead put on a
spectacle for the marshals. The
marshals, in turn, showed them
their own sport.” He concluded by
lambasting the Raj Bhavan and Cen-
tre, stating, “Three earlier bills lie
frozen in the Governor’s office. One
can only wonder what fate awaits
this one. Perhaps the Centre simply
doesn’t want India’s sporting excel-
lence to blossom globally.”

West Bengal Council
revamps marking 
scheme for vocational
subjects in HS classes

Bandhan Bank expands
nationwide presence
with 18 new branches
across four states

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant policy shift,
the West Bengal Council of
Higher Secondary Educa-
tion has introduced a
major overhaul in the eval-
uation structure for voca-
tional subjects in Classes
XI and XII. Under the re-
vised system, vocational
subjects will now be as-
sessed through a 100-
mark examination—split
evenly between theory and
practical components, with
50 marks allotted to each.
This marks a departure
from the earlier distribu-
tion, where practical
exams carried 70 marks
and theory just 30, sig-
nalling a move toward bal-
ancing theoretical
understanding with hands-
on skills.

However, the rollout of
this change has sparked
confusion and concern
among both students and
educators. Although the
Council has formally an-
nounced the revision, the
updated curriculum has
not yet been released.
Many students have yet to
receive the requisite text-
books, leaving both learn-
ers and teachers uncertain
about how to prepare for
the new assessment struc-
ture.

Currently, 16 voca-
tional subjects are offered
at the higher secondary
level, including Informa-
tion Technology, Automo-
bile, Security, Retail,
Healthcare, Electronics,
Apparel, Beauty and Well-
ness, Plumbing, Construc-
tion, Organised Retailing,
and Tourism & Hospitality.
Despite their growing rele-
vance, these subjects con-
tinue to face structural
neglect.

Questions have also
arisen regarding the ra-
tionale behind the sudden
change. According to the
Council, the shift aligns
with Regulation 9(2) under
the semester system, man-
dating that students must
pass in five core subjects
including Bengali, English,
and three additional com-
pulsory disciplines. How-
ever, marks obtained in
vocational subjects, classi-
fied as optional, will not
count under the ‘best of
five’ rule—an exclusion
that has ignited debate.

A section of students
and educators argue that
the Council’s notification
lacks clarity on whether
vocational subjects are to
be treated as optional or
compulsory electives.
Teacher associations have
accused the Council of triv-
ialising vocational educa-
tion, pointing out that
despite policy emphasis in
both state and national ed-
ucation frameworks, ade-
quate infrastructure is still
lacking in most schools.

Notably, the Council
had earlier announced in
2022 that vocational sub-
jects would be available as
electives starting from the
2023–25 academic session.
Yet, in a surprising rever-
sal in September 2023, it
declared these subjects
would remain strictly op-
tional, deepening confu-
sion.

Education experts
stress the need for the gov-
ernment to adopt a clearer,
more structured approach.
Without a comprehensive
policy and proper infra-
structure, students risk
being deprived of the true
benefits of vocational edu-
cation.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Bandhan Bank has further
strengthened its pan-India
presence by inaugurating
18 new branches across
four key states — Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha, and
Andhra Pradesh — bring-
ing its total branch count
to 1,749. The expansion
reflects the bank’s strate-
gic commitment to improv-
ing accessibility and
financial inclusion in semi-
urban and rural regions.

The inauguration was
led by ParthaPratimSen-
gupta, Managing Director
and CEO of Bandhan Bank,
in the presence of Rajinder
Kumar Babbar, Executive
Director & Chief Business
Officer, and Ratan Kumar
Kesh, Executive Director &
Chief Operating Officer,
along with other senior of-
ficials.

The new branches in
Bihar are located in
Pashch imChamparan
(Chanpatia), Nawada (Ra-
jauli), and Aurangabad
(Nabinagar). In Jhark-
hand, the additions include
Saraike la-Kharsawan
(Chandil), Ranchi (Mesra,
Kanke), Hazaribagh (Bark-
agaon), Giridih (Bagodar,
Dhanwar), and Bokaro
(Gumia). Andhra Pradesh
welcomed branches in
Srikakulam (Narasan-
napeta, Tekkali), Kakinada
(Peddapuram), East Go-
davari (Devarapalle), and
Dr. B.R. Ambed-
karKonaseema (Ra-

machandrapuram). Mean-
while, Odisha saw new
branches in Kandhamal
(Baliguda), Bargarh (Bara-
pali), and Balangir (Kanta-
banji).

All branches will focus
on serving semi-urban and
rural communities, align-
ing with the bank’s vision
of reaching underbanked
populations and empower-
ing them with modern fi-
nancial services.

Commenting on the ex-
pansion,ParthaPratimSen-
gupta stated, “We are
committed to delivering an
exceptional customer ex-
perience by tailoring our
services to meet evolving
financial needs. With the
opening of 18 new
branches, we are strength-
ening our nationwide net-
work to better serve
customers with innovative
and inclusive banking so-
lutions.”

Following this expan-
sion, Bandhan Bank now
operates over 6,300 bank-
ing outlets across India,
spanning 35 out of 36
states and union territo-
ries, cementing its position
as one of the most wide-
spread and accessible
banks in the country.

SMPK observes International Day of 
Yoga with enthusiastic participation

KMC introduces ‘My City Kolkata’ app to enhance tourist experience

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In adherence to the direc-
tives of the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways and the Ministry of
Ayush, Government of
India, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(SMP Kolkata) observed
the International Day of
Yoga on June 21, 2025,
with a spirited “Yoga
Sangam” at the CISF Pa-
rade Ground, Kantapukur.
The event witnessed ac-
tive participation from
both the Kolkata Dock
System (KDS) and the Hal-
dia Dock Complex (HDC),
reinforcing the port’s com-
mitment to the theme
“Yoga for One Earth, One
Health.”

The Kolkata session
was led by SMP Kolkata
Chairman  Rathendra
Raman, and graced by the
Consul General of Nepal,
Jhakka Prasad Acharya. A

“Harit Yoga” tree planta-
tion drive was also con-
ducted to blend
environmental awareness
with wellness.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Raman highlighted
yoga’s transformative im-
pact on physical health
and mental peace, urging
regular practice and advo-
cacy.

The event saw partici-
pation from key officials
including SamratRahi,
Deputy Chairman, and
CISF command staff. No-
tably, Haldia Dock hosted
yoga sessions aboard tug-
boats and a student draw-
ing competition to inspire
wellness and creativity
among youth.

SMP Kolkata Chairman Ra-
thendra Raman performs
yoga at an event titled 'Yoga
Sangam', organised by
Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Port, Kolkata, to observe the
International Day of Yoga.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a significant step
toward digitizing urban services and enhanc-
ing the experience of visitors, the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation has launched a new mobile
application named ‘My City Kolkata’. Spear-
headed by Mayor Firhad Hakim and conceptu-
alized by SandipanSaha, the Member of the
Mayor-in-Council in charge of Education and
Information Technology, the app is designed as
a comprehensive digital guide for tourists and
newcomers to the city.

The core objective of My City Kolkata is to

serve as an all-in-one information hub, offering
visitors an intuitive platform to explore the city
with ease. From iconic tourist attractions and
culinary hotspots to shopping destinations and
weekend getaways, the app curates essential
travel information in a user-friendly format. It
is now available for download on both Android
and iOS platforms.

The app includeincludees categorized list-
ings of sightseeing locations, local delicacies,
shopping zones, transportation options, and
nearby healthcare facilities. Whether someone

is seeking traditional Bengali cuisine, the city’s
heritage walk routes, or a quick guide to med-
ical help, My City Kolkata promises quick and
reliable access to such data.

One of the app’s standout features is its in-
tegration of QR code functionality. Strategically
placed QR codes across various locations in the
city allow users to scan and instantly access
detailed information about the specific site or
nearby attractions. This feature is aimed at de-
livering real-time, location-based assistance
for a seamless exploration experience.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment continues its strides
toward a transparent and
efficient public distribution
system by integrating ad-
vanced digital technology.
While biometric fingerprint
verification has been stan-
dard for ration distribution,
several beneficiaries have
faced difficulties with au-
thentication. To address
this, the state has now in-
troduced iris scan verifica-
tion, allowing ration dealers
to dispense foodgrains
through eye scans as an al-
ternative to fingerprints.

In a parallel reform, the
Food and Supplies Depart-
ment has decided to in-
crease the ration quota for
larger families. Households
with more than 10 mem-
bers under the Antyodaya
scheme will now be split
into two units for ration al-
location or have some
members brought under al-
ternate ration schemes to
ensure adequate supply for
all.

Ration is distributed
free of cost across West
Bengal, from the hills to
Jangalmahal. The state
government’s efforts to en-
sure food security for the
economically vulnerable
have set a benchmark.
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Name Change
I, Soumya Sankar Dey on behalf of
my minor son Margasirsha Dey R/A
A/123, Baghajatin Pally, P.O - Regent
Estate P.S - Jadavpur, Kolkata -
700092 (West Bengal) have changed
his name and he shall henceforth be
known as Margosirsha Dey as de-
clared before the Ld. Judicial Mag-
istrate (1st Class) Court at Alipore
(West Bengal) vide Affidavit No. -
36103 dated 12.06.2025. Margasir-
sha Dey and Margosirsha Dey both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, S/o. Late C. Perumal R/A- Bala-
garh, Chinsurah, Hooghly-712103.
Rectified my Name to Perumal Ra-
jamani these shall be used for all fu-
ture purposes (Affidavit No.-3592
dated-16.06.2025 Judicial Magis-
trate Calcutta, W.B.), I hereby de-
clare that P. Rajamani, P. Rajamoney
and Perumal Rajmani refer to the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hritik Shaw (Old Name) S/o
Deepak Shaw Residing at 6/4/1/1/2,
Seals Garden Lane, Cossipore, Cos-
sipore H.O, District- Kolkata, Pin-
700002 West Bengal shall hence-
forth be known as Hrithik Shaw
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata  vide affidavit
no 91/2025 Dated 23-06-2025. Hri-
tik Shaw (Old Name) and Hrithik
Shaw (New Name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sunil Kumar Bajaj (Old Name) S/o
Jugal Kishore Bajaj Residing at
Karnika Appartment, 20 Rabindra
Sarani, Bally (M), Liluah, District-
Howrah, Pin- 711204 West Bengal
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sunil Bajaj
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata  vide affidavit
no 92/2025 Dated 23-06-2025.
Sunil Kumar Bajaj  (Old Name) and
Sunil Bajaj (New Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Jiyaul Islam Alias Jiyaul
Islam(Old Names) S/O Sekh Sirajud-
din,Residing At Kasbapatashpur, Ps-
Patashpur, Dist-East Medinipur,
Pin-721439, West Bengal, India.
Have Changed My Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As  Sekh
Jiyaul Islam(New Name) As Declared
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 20/06/2025.Sk Jiyaul Islam And
Jiyaul Islam (Old Names) And Sekh
Jiyaul Islam (New Name) All  Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Debleena Chatterjee (old name)
C/O Sumanto Chatterjee, residing
at Tara Villa Fantabad Kandarpur
Pepsi Factory Rajpur Sonarpur (M),
Garia, Dist.- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700084, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Debleena
Sau Chatterjee (new name), as de-
clared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
20/06/2025. Debleena Sau Chatter-
jee (new name) and Debleena
Chatterjee (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pinki Singh (Old Name) W/O
Gulab Singh And Daughter Of Om
Prakash Singh,Residing At Green
Vista,Flat No.H 203,Atghara,Po- R
Gopalpur, Ps-Baguiati,Dist-24 Par-
ganas(North), Pin-700136,West Ben-
gal, India.Have Changed My Name
And  Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Pinky Singh (New Name) As De-
clared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 20/06/2025.Pinki Singh
(Old Name) And Pinky Singh 
(New Name) All  Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Vikas Ghate (Old Name) S/O Late
Vitthal Krishnaji Ghate, Residing At
Fe 1404,Fern ,Siddha Happy ville,
Rajarhat Bhatenda,Dist-24 Par-
ganas(North),Pin-700135, West Ben-
gal, India.Have Changed My Name
And  Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Vikas Vitthal Ghate(New Name) As
Declared Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata  On 23/06/2025. Vikas
Ghate( Old Name) And Vikas Vitthal
Ghate(New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Sariful (old name) S/O Sk
Kalam, residing at Vill & P.O.-
Morah, P.S.- Haripal, Dist.- Hooghly,
Pin- 712403, West Bengal, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sekh Sari-
ful (new name), as declared before
the notary public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 20/06/2025. Sekh
Sariful (new name) and Sk Sariful
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Halim, S/O Late.Md  Yasin,
R/O  Naya Mohalla Railpar  Asan-
sol. Po-Dakhin Dhadka ,Ps-Asansol
North ,Dist.Paschim Bardhaman,
713302,West Bengal,Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mohammad
Halim Siddique  Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 22/06/2025,That Mo-
hammad Halim Siddique And Md
Halim All Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shabina Tarannum ,W/O Moham-
mad Khalid Siddique ,R/O  Naya
Mohalla Railpar  Asansol. Po-
Dakhin Dhadka ,Ps-Asansol North
,Dist.Paschim Bardhaman, 713302,
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be
Known As  Sabina Siddique  Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 22/06/
2025,That Sabina  Siddique And
Shabina Tarannum All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dipanjali Bhuyia (Old Name),Wife
Of Nemai Bhuiya,Residing At 160/A
Bidhan Sarani, Beadon Street,
Kolkata - 700006,West Bengal, Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Dipanjali
Basak(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 19/06/2025. That Dipan-
jali Bhuyia And Dipanjali Basak
Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nemai Bhuyia (Old Name),Son Of
Amarnath Bhuiya, Residing At
160/A Bidhan Sarani,Beadon Street,
Kolkata - 700006, West Bengal,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Nemai Bhuiya(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 19/06/2025.
That Nemai Bhuyia And Nemai
Bhuiya Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Joyashree Das (Old Name),
Daughter Of Tapan Das,Residing At
Vill & Po - Bamunpukur, Minakhan,
North 24 parganas - 743425,West
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Jayashree Das(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 23/06/
2025.That Joyashree Das And
Jayashree Das Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Tapan Kumar Das (Old Name),Son
Of Sudhir Chandra Das,Residing At
Vill & Po - Bamunpukur, Minakhan,
North 24 parganas - 743425, West
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Tapan Das(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 23/06/2025.
That Tapan Kumar Das And Tapan
Das Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Paromita Sinha (old name) W/O
Suravi Ranian Ghosh, residing at
R.K BANERJEE SARANI,
MANKUNDU, PS:BHADRESWAR,
HOOGHLY-712139, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Paramita Ghosh (new name), as
declared before the notary public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/06/2025. Paramita Ghosh (new
name) and Paromita Sinha (old
name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Nimai Das (old name) S/O Bas-
anta Kumar Das, residing at STA-
TION ROAD KALITALA,JOGEN
SEN LANE,CHANDANNAGORE,
HOOGHLY - 712136, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Nimai Chandra Das (new name),
as declared before the notary
public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 09/06/2025. Nimai Chandra
Das (new name) and Nimai Das
(old name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajay Shaw (old name) S/O Rash
Bihari Shaw, residing at 38/25
Fakir Bagan Lane, P.O.- Howrah,
P.S.- Golabari, Dist.- Howrah, Pin-
711101, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ajay Kumar
Shaw (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
Ajay Kumar Shaw (new name) and
Ajay Shaw (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Amit Agarwala,S/O Shankar Lal
Agarwal,R/O 852,4th Floor,Lake-
town,Block-A,Kolkata-700089,
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Amit Kumar Agarwal,
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 23/06/
2025,That Amit Agarwala And Amit
Kumar Agarwal All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Biplab Kishor Das,S/O Late Milon
Kishore Das,R/O 78,2no Matilal
Colony Dumdum,Rajbari Colony,
North 24 Parganas, 700081, West
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Biplab Kishore Das,Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 23/06/2025,
That Biplab Kishor Das And Biplab
Kishore Das All Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ananta Mondal,S/O Late Guru-
pada Mondal,R/O Tridev Garden,
Block-D,Flat No-2c,Ghoshpara Kr-
ishnapur,Rajarhat,Gopalpur(M),Nor
th 24 Parganas,700102,West Ben-
gal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Ananta Kumar Mondal,Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 23/06/2025,
That Ananta Mondal And Ananta
Kumar Mondal All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ashok Kumar Santra,S/O-Joydev
Santra,R/O Balitikuri, Settpara,
Howrah-711113, West Bengal, Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Ashok
Santra,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 23/06/ 2025, That Ashok Kumar
Santra And Ashok Santra All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mumtaz Bano (old name) D/O Late
Mohammad Ismail, residing at Z-
3/182/A, DR AK Road, Kolkata-
700044, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Baby (new name),
as declared before the notary public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
23/06/2025. Baby (new name) and
Mumtaz Bano (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asik Mondal S/o. Goni Mondal (old
name) R/o. Haral, Haraldaspur, Pan-
dua, Hooghly, W.B., have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Ashik Mondal S/o. Abdul
Goni Mondal (new name) vide an af-
fidavit no. 5037 sworn before Judi-
cial Magistrate, Sadar, Hooghly
Court on 19/06/2025. Asik Mondal
S/o. Goni Mondal & Ashik Mondal
S/o. Abdul Goni Mondal both are the
same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjay Kumar Jain,S/O Kamal
Chand Jain,R/O Avani Oxford Block-
6,Flat-2e,136 Jessore Road North
24 Parganas,700055,West Bengal,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As San-
jay Jain,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 20/06/2025, That Sanjay Kumar
Jain And Sanjay Jain All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sangeeta Mukherjee & Sangita
Mukherjee (old names) W/O Mridul
Kumar Mukherjee, residing at Sun-
rise Greens, Block-D, Flat-203,
Canal Bank Road, Ghuni, New
Town, Rajarhat Gopalpur, North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700159, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Rinku Mukherjee (new name), as
declared before the notary public
at Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
09/07/2024. Rinku Mukherjee (new
name) and Sangeeta Mukherjee &
Sangita Mukherjee (old names) all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjay Pandey (old name) S/O
Biswanath Pandey, residing at
Surya Sen pally, rabindra nagar,
south dum dum, north 24 par-
ganas, west bengal - 700065, India,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sanjoy
Panday (new name), as declared
before the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
Sanjoy Panday (new name) and
Sanjay Pandey  (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Gurminder singh  (old name) S/O
Mehar singh, residing at 100 T.C
road, New Alipore, Kolkata west
bengal - 700053, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Gurmindar
singh (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
Gurmindar singh (new name) and
Gurminder singh (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SUMITRA MARTHA  (old name)
W/O JANATHAN DAS, residing at
39/B, DR. SURESH SARKAR ROAD,
P.O.- BANIYAPUKUR, Kolkata,
700014, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as SUMITRA DAS
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 23/06/2025. SUMI-
TRA DAS (new name) and SUMI-
TRA MARTHA (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, JONATHAN DAS (old name) S/O
RAJ KISHORE DAS, residing at
39/B, DR. SURESH SARKAR ROAD,
P.O.- BANIYAPUKUR, Kolkata,
700014, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as JANATHAN DAS
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
JANATHAN DAS (new name) and
JONATHAN DAS (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, S Lodh (old name) S/O Balai Kr-
ishna Lodh, residing at 374/2, NSC
Bose Road, Gouri Villa, Naktala,
Kolkata- 700047, West Bengal,
India (My Driving Licence No.
WB0119840178504), have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sudipta Lodh (new
name), as declared before the Ld
1st class judicial magistrate at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
20/06/2025. Sudipta Lodh (new
name) and S Lodh (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Indrojit Sarkar (old name) S/o.
Gopal Sarkar R/o. Rabindranagar
Kalitala, Rabindranagar, Chinsurah,
Hooghly-712103, W.B., have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Indrajit Sarkar
(new name) vide an affidavit no. 01
sworn before S.D.E.M., Sadar,
Hooghly Court on 23/06/2025. Indro-
jit Sarkar & Indrajit Sarkar S/o.
Gopal Sarkar both are the same &
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Badaruddoja (old name) S/O
Khoslal, residing at VILL+ POST+
PS SHASAN NORTH 24 PARGANA
743423, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Badruddoza
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 20/06/2025. Md
Badruddoza (new name) and
Badaruddoja (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Archana Singha (Old Name),Wife
Of Ajoy Singha,Residing At 174 Biren
Roy Road East, Sarsuna, Kolkata -
700061,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Archana Nath
Singha (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 23/06/ 2025.That
Archana Singha And Archana Nath
Singha Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Pratibha R Manjeshwar (Old
Name),Wife Of Sreekumar Srini-
vasan, Residing At Flat No - 5d,
Block 1,Bhattacharya Enclave, Com-
missariat Road, Hastings, Kolkata -
700022,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Prathibha R M
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 23/06/2025. That Prat-
ibha R Manjeshwar And Prathibha
R M Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mariyam Khatoon,D/O Speaddind
Molla,R/O Darogapara,Noukadan-
gapara,Po-Bidhangarh,Ps-Ra-
bindranagarsouth 24 Parganas,
700066, West Bengal,Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mariya Kha-
toon,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
23/06/2025,That Mariyam Khatoon
And Mariya Khatoon All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, ARUP KUMAR GOSWAMI (old
name) S/O LATE PRANKRISHNA
GOSWAMI, residing at VILL.-
JAGUL, P.O.- JAGUL, P.S.- KOT-
WALI, WEST MIDNAPORE, WEST
BENGAL, PIN- 721149, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as ARUP GOSWAMI
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 23/06/2025. ARUP
GOSWAMI (new name) and ARUP
KUMAR GOSWAMI (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, PALASH GOSWAMI (old name) S/O
ARUP GOSWAMI, residing at VILL.-
JAGUL, P.O.- JAGUL, P.S.- KOTWALI,
WEST MIDNAPORE, WEST BEN-
GAL, PIN- 721149, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as PALAS GOSWAMI
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 23/06/2025. PALAS
GOSWAMI (new name) and PALASH
GOSWAMI (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, ASIMA PAUL (old name) W/O
RANJIT KUMAR PAUL, residing at
538 DUM DUM PARK, SOUTH
DUM DUM, BANGUR AVENUE,
NORTH 24 PARGANAS, WEST
BENGAL, PIN- 700055, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as ASHIMA
PAUL (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
ASHIMA PAUL (new name) and
ASIMA PAUL (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, RANJIT KUMAR (old name) S/O
LATE LOTON KRISHNA PAUL, resid-
ing at 538 DUM DUM PARK, SOUTH
DUM DUM, BANGUR AVENUE,
NORTH 24 PARGANAS, WEST BEN-
GAL, PIN- 700055, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as RANJIT KUMAR
PAUL (new name), as declared be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit dated 23/06/2025.
RANJIT KUMAR PAUL (new name)
and RANJIT KUMAR (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Asish Dey & Ashish Dey (old
names) S/O Gopal Chandra Dey, re-
siding at Gouranga Nagar, Panihati
(M), P.O.- Natagarh, P.S.- Ghola,
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700113,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Ashis Dey (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
23/06/2025. Ashis Dey (new name)
and Asish Dey & Ashish Dey (old
names) all are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Bannishikha Ghose Biswas (old
name) W/O Kunal Biswas, residing
at Vill- Kalidanga, P.O. & P.S.- Bas-
anti, Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin-
743312, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Banhishikha
Ghosh Biswas (new name), as de-
clared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
23/06/ 2025. Banhishikha Ghosh
Biswas (new name) and Ban-
nishikha Ghose Biswas (old name)
both are same and one identical
person.

Name Change
I, Manisha Kumari Agarwala,
Manisa Kumari Agarwala &Man-
isha Agarwala,W/O Amit Kumar
Agarwal,R/O 852,4th Floor, Lake-
town, Block-A,Kolkata-700089,
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Manisha Agarwal,Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
23/06/2025,That Manisha Kumari
Agarwala,Manisa Kumari Agar-
wala & Manisha Agarwala And
Manisha Agarwal All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Daksha Bipin Shah,W/O Bipin
Shah,R/O Fort Oasis,37,Panditya
Road,Tower-2,Flat-303,Sarat Bose
Road ,Ko l k a t a - 70029 ,Wes t
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Daksha Shah Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 23/06/2025,That Daksha
Bipin Shah And Daksha Shah All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shankar Kumar Kediya Alias
Shankar Kedia(Old Names) S/O
Rameshwar Lal Kedia,Residing At
Station Road Chowk Bazar, Barakar,
Dist-Paschim Burdhaman,Pin-
713324, West Bengal, India.Have
Changed My Name And  Shall
Henceforth Be  Known As Shankar
Kumar Kedia(New Name) As De-
clared Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata  On 20/01/2025.Shankar
Kumar  Kediya And Shankar Kedia
(Old Names) And Shankar Kumar
Kedia(New Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kushudebi Kediya (Old Name)
W/O Shankar Kumar Kedia,Residing
At Station Road Chowk Bazar,
Barakar, Dist-Paschim Burdhaman,
Pin-713324,West Bengal, India.
Have Changed My Name And  Shall
Hence forth Be  Known As Kusum
Kedia(New Name) As Declared Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 20/01/2025. Kushudebi Kediya(
Old Name) And Kusum Kedia (New
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Zim Parbesh (Old
Name) S/o Gaosul Alam Molla Re-
siding at Kankhuly Madhya Para,
Maheshtala(M), District- South 24
Parganas, Pin- 700066 West Bengal
shall henceforth be known as Jim
Parbesh Molla (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
Kolkata  vide affidavit no 25/2025
Dated 12-06-2025. Mohammad
Zim Parbesh  (Old Name) and Jim
Parbesh Molla (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manindra Das S/o Late Nagendra
Nath Das Residing at Vill - Daha
Daya, P.o - Alankarpur, P.s - Digha
Mohana Coastal, District - Purba
Medinipur, Pin - 721441 West Ben-
gal India shall henceforth be known
as Manindra Nath Das. I declare
that Manindra Das and Manindra
Nath Das is same and one identical
person by virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public,
Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I, Manoj Nahata S/o Nortanmu Na-
hata Residing at 21B, Sadananda
Road, P.o+P.s - Kalighat, District -
Kolkata, Pin - 700026 West Bengal
India shall henceforth be known as
Manoj Kumar Nahata. I declare
that Manoj Nahata and Manoj
Kumar Nahata is same and one
identical person by virtue of an af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Shadab Quamar S/o
Fazal Rub Residing at 8/A/1, Sap-
gachi 1st Lane P.o+P.s - Tiljala, Dis-
trict - Kolkata, Pin - 700039 West
Bengal India shall henceforth be
known as Sadab Qumar. I declare
that Mohammad Shadab Quamar
and Sadab Quamar is same and
one identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I, Deep Chakrabortty S/o Haradhan
Chakraborty at Mithapur, P.o - Sat-
gram, P.s - Jamuria, District -
Paschim Bardhaman, Pin - 713383
West Bengal India shall henceforth
be known as Deep Chakraborty. I
declare that Deep Chakrabortty
and Deep Chakraborty is same and
one identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I Namita Sharma, W/O- Sandip
Kumar Sharma,  D/O-Late Arun
Prasad Srivastava, Resident of D
Type Road Near Jagannath Tample
Burnpur PS-Hirapur, Pin-713325
Dist-paschim Bardhaman West Ben-
gal.That my Old Name- Namita Sri-
vastava and My New Name After
Marriage is Namita Sharma That
Namita Sharma, Namita Srivastava
and Namita Srivastava Sharma all
are same and one identical person
that's myself. That  Vaansh Keshav
is My Son That my son Old Name
was Vansh Sharma @ Vansh 
Keshav That Vaansh Sharma @
Vaansh Keshav and Vaansh Sharma
all are Same and One identical per-
son that is my son by virtue of an af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary
public, Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I, MD KHURSHID TABISH son of MO-
HAMMAD ABDUL JABBAR residing at
3/1/H/4, Sir Syed Ahmed Road, Entally,
Kolkata-700014, West Bengal do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare
that my correct and actual name and
surname is MD KHURSHID TABISH
which is recoded in Aadhaar Card, Pan
Card records and my father correct
and actual name and surname is MO-
HAMMAD ABDUL JABBAR which is
recorded in my School certificate
records. Inadvertently my  name and
surname  has been recorded as KHUR-
SHID TABISH in my all School Certifi-
cate records and my father’s  name
has been recorded as ABDUL JABBAR
in my Aadhaar Card  & PAN card
record instead my correct and original
name  MD KHURSHID TABISH and my
father’s correct and original name MO-
HAMMAD ABDUL JABBAR. By an af-
fidavit (no 5792) in the Court of Ld
Judicial Magistrate of 1st class at Seal-
dah on 21.06.2025 that MD KHUR-
SHID TABISH & KHURSHID TABISH
and MOHAMMAD ABDUL JABBAR
and ABDUL JABBAR are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sampat Bhatter & Bhatter Sam-
pat (old names)  S/O Tulsi Ram
Bhatter, Residing at 3B, Darp-
narayan Tagore Street (Malapara),
P.O: Beadon Street, Ward No. 22,
Dist. - Kolkata, Kolkata- 700006.
Now I have changed my name and
shall henceforth be Known as Sam-
pat Lal Bhatter as declared before
First Class Judicial Magistrate
Bankshall Court, west Bengal vide
affidavit no. 09AC 362207 dated
20/06/2025 Sampat Bhatter & Bhat-
ter Sampat(old names) and  Sampat
Lal Bhatter(new name) all are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Kamruddin Mallick S/O
Basiruddin mallick, Residing at
5A,Royd street PS-Park street,
Kolkata- 700016 declare that my
name has been wrongly mentioned
as Kamruddin Mallik in the record
of my LIC bearing policy no
16906345 instead of Md Kamrud-
din Mallick as mentioned in my all
other documents.That Kamruddin
Mallik and Md. Kamruddin Mallick
is the same and one identical per-
son vide affidavit dated 16/06/2025
sworn before the court of Ld. 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate, Alipore.

Name Change
I, Haradhan Chakrabortty S/o
Abani Kant Chakrabrty at Mitha-
pur, P.o - Satgram, P.s - Jamuria,
District - Paschim Bardhaman, Pin
- 713383 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Haradhan
Chakraborty. I declare that Harad-
han Chakrabortty and Haradhan
Chakraborty is same and one iden-
tical person by virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public,
Kolkata on 23-06-2025.

Name Change
I, Barnali Dey daughter of Dilip Dey
& wife of Subhro Chakraborty, re-
siding at 1/27, Naktala, Bansdroni,
Kolkata – 700047, West Bengal,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Barnali
Chakraborty as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata dated
23/06/2025. Barnali Dey and Bar-
nali Chakraborty both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Aman Kumar Tiwary, Son of Sri
Anil Kumar Tiwary  residing at 251G
Bhattacharjee Para Road,
Kadamtalla, Paschim Barisha, P.S.
Thakurpukur, South 24 Parganas-
700063 declares vide affidavit before
Metropolitan Magistrate at Kolkata
dated 20.06.2025 that my original
name is Aman Kumar Tiwary, which
is inadvertently recorded as Aman
Kumar instead of Aman Kumar Ti-
wary in the Aadhar Card , Pan Card
and in other documents. Aman
Kumar Tiwary and Aman Kumar is
one and same identical person.

Chittaranjan Locomotive WorksPress 

CLW Observes 11th International Day of Yoga 

MI News Service, Chittaranjan : Chit-
taranjan Locomotive Works (CLW)
and its units at Dankuni and Howrah
observed the 11th International Day
of Yoga on 21st June 2025 under the

theme "Yoga for One Earth, One
Health". Various yoga camps were
organized across CLW premises
where officers and staff actively par-
ticipated in yoga sessions following

the Common Yoga Protocol (CYP).The
main event, held at Chittaranjan
Club, was conducted,wherein Shri
Vijay Kumar, General Manager/CLW,
and Smt. Kiran Badhan, President,
CLW Women’s Welfare Organisation,
Principal Heads of various depart-
ment with family members, members
of CLWWWO joined through live
streaming with the national level pro-
gramme organised at Visakhapat-
nam. Organised by the Personnel
Department/CLW, Shri Ranjan Mo-
hanty, CPO along with Principal
Heads of various department with
family members, members of
CLWWWO actively participated in the
Yoga sessions.under the guidance of
Yoga Guru, Shri Yogendra Singh.
Yoga sessions were also conducted at
the Works Office, Health Centre, Fac-
tory Loco, and other units.The pro-
grams aimed to spread awareness
about the health benefits of yoga and
witnessed enthusiastic participation
from railway employees, their fami-
lies, and members of the CLW
Women’s Welfare Organisation. Yoga
experts led the sessions and guided
participants in various asanas and
breathing techniques.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata, Commemorates Inter-

national Day of Yoga with 
Enthusiastic Participation

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In alignment with direc-
tives from the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways, Govt. of India and
Ministry of Ayush, Govt. of
India, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(SMP Kolkata) successfully
hosted a comprehensive
"Yoga Sangam" to observe
International Day of Yoga,
on 21.06.2025 at CISF Pa-
rade Ground, Kantapukur,
Kolkata. The event was
conducted with significant
fervor across both the
Kolkata Dock System
(KDS) and the Haldia Dock
Complex (HDC), under-
scoring the port’s steadfast
dedication to embrace
“Yoga for One Earth, One
Health”.

In Kolkata, the pro-
gramme was led by Shri
Rathendra Raman, Chair-
man, SMP Kolkata. The
ceremony was distin-
guished by the presence of
Shri Jhakka Prasad
Acharya, Consul General
of Nepal in Kolkata, signi-
fying the global recogni-
tion of yoga. In accordance
with the Ministry of
Ayush’s “Harit Yoga” cam-
paign, a tree plantation
initiative was also under-
taken, integrating environ-
mental stewardship with
the ethos of yoga. Speaking
of the occasion, Shri Ra-
thendra Raman, Chair-
man, SMPK, remarked,
“Yoga is a powerful prac-

tice that brings balance to
both our body and mind. It
helps improve our physical
strength, mental peace,
and overall well-being. I
encourage everyone to not
only do yoga regularly but
also promote yoga.” The
event was farther graced
by Shri Samrat Rahi,
Deputy Chairman, SMPK,
Shri Devidatta Satapathy,
Chief Vigilance Officer,
SMPK, Smt. Ruchi Anand ,
Senior Commandant , CISF
Unit, SMPK, along with de-
partmental heads, employ-
ees and CISF personnel

At Haldia, an unique
initiative involved conduct-
ing yoga sessions aboard
tugs within the dock prem-
ises, providing a novel and
tranquil setting for partic-
ipants. Additionally, to fos-
ter youth engagement,
HDC organized a dynamic
drawing competition for
students from local educa-
tional institutions includ-
ing Vivekananda Mission
School, DAV School, and
the Assembly of God
Church School, thereby in-
stilling principles of well-
ness and creativity in
younger generations The
observance of Interna-
tional Yoga Day at Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata, reaffirmed its
identity as an organization
where industrial heritage,
operational advancement
and holistic well-being are
synergistically pursued.

Lost bag recovered and re-
turned to a lady commuter
MI News Service, Kolkata:
On 20.06.2025, at 17:37
hrs, an on-duty RPF staff
posted at Kavi Subhash
Metro station while con-
ducting a routine pa-
trolling recovered an
unclaimed bag inside a
Metro rake and deposited
it to the Station Master’s
Office. After opening the
bag, some valuable items
were found therein.
Thereafter, the Station
Master made repeated an-
nouncements requesting
the owner of the bag to
collect it from the Station
Master's Office and a con-
trol message was also

communicated to all the
stations.

After sometime around
19:00 hrs, a lady com-
muter came to the Station
Master’s Office of Kavi
Subhash Metro station and
claimed the ownership of
the recovered bag and the
items containing therein.
After proper verification
and fulfilling all official
formalities, the bag along
with all other items were
handed over to her. She
expressed her heartfelt
gratitude to Metro Railway
authorities for helping her
to get back the lost bag
along with all other items.

Delhi to install gunshot sensors,
smart cams to catch shooters 

MI News Service, New Delhi: With several cases of gun
violence in the national capital, Delhi Police is stepping
up its response with a new tech-driven initiative involv-
ing advanced sensors and high-resolution cameras.
These systems will instantly alert officers, help identify
assailants and track getaway vehicles used to flee crime
scenes.

Currently in its implementation stage, the project
aims to enhance surveillance and rapid response across
the city.
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MI News Service,  
Mumbai:   A blaze broke out 
at an office in a six-storey 
building at Marine Lines in 
south Mumbai on Monday 
afternoon, an official said.

The fire brigade and po-
lice are involved in the res-
cue efforts at the building, 
and no casualty has been 
reported so far, the official 
said.

Six fire brigade vehicles 
were at the scene to put out 
the blaze, he said.

Plumes of smoke could be 
seen billowing out of an of-
fice on the fifth floor of the 
building, the official said, 
adding that the exact cause 
of the blaze is yet to be as-
certained.

MI News Service, Port Blair:   
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance 
has launched 'AapKe Liye', a health 
insurance product designed to meet 
the unique healthcare needs of res-
idents of Andaman & Nicobar. The 
plan offers personalized coverage, 
including inpatient hospitalisation, 
pre- and post-hospitalisation ex-
penses, and day care procedures. 
It also covers advanced treatments 
like robotic surgeries and stem cell 
therapy.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   With several 
cases of gun violence in 
the national capital, Del-
hi Police is stepping up 
its response with a new 
tech-driven initiative in-
volving advanced sensors 
and high-resolution cam-
eras. These systems will 
instantly alert officers, 
help identify assailants 
and track getaway ve-
hicles used to flee crime 
scenes.

Currently in its im-
plementation stage, the 
project aims to enhance 
surveillance and rapid re-
sponse across the city.

Sensors capable of de-
tecting gunfire within a 
500-metre to one-kilo-
metre radius are being 
installed at strategic loca-
tions. Once a firing sound 
is detected, the sensors 
will trigger an alert to 
nearby PTZ (Pan-Tilt-
Zoom) cameras, prompt-
ing them to rotate and 
focus precisely on the di-
rection of the sound.

"These sensors will send 
an alert to the nearest PTZ 
camera, which will then 
swivel toward the suspect-
ed firing location. This will 
allow us to capture foot-
age of the incident, the ac-
cused and the vehicle they 
use to escape," a senior 
police officer told.

The system will inte-
grate Facial Recognition 
System (FRS) cameras and 
Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) cam-
eras. While the FRS-en-
abled cameras will assist 
in identifying suspects in 
real time, the ANPR cam-
eras will record vehicle 
number plates, aiding in 
tracing escape routes and 
identifying those involved.

Additionally, the entire 
network will be linked to 
the Integrated Command, 
Control, Communication 
and Computer Centre 
(C4I) at Delhi Police Head-
quarters. Alerts will also 
be sent to Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) 
offices and local police 
stations. Once a firing is 
detected, the operator at 
C4I will quickly assess the 
authenticity of the alert. 
If verified, an immediate 
alert will be sent to the 
nearest PCR unit to re-
spond to the scene without 
delay. "This system will 
not only help us respond 
faster but will also act as 
a strong deterrent. Know-
ing they are under sur-
veillance, criminals may 
think twice before opening 
fire in public," the officer 
said. The technology has 
already undergone suc-
cessful trials at the Police 
Training College in Jharo-
da Kalan a few months 
ago. Following the pilot's 
success, it is now being 
expanded across key lo-
cations in the city as part 
of a broader strategy to 
counter rising incidents of 
gun violence.

MI News Service, Gangtok:   
VAHDAM® India has expanded 
its TEACH ME® initiative with 
the 2025 edition of the Nandlall 
& Savita Devi Sarda Scholarship, 
aiming to support students from 
tea, herb, and spice-growing 
regions. The program includes 
SPARK Foundation, ASCEND, 
and AIM, offering financial aid for 
competitive exams and coaching. 
The initiative spans key regions, 
including Darjeeling, Assam, Nil-
giris, Kangra Valley, Maharash-
tra, and Kerala. Applications are 
open until July 2025.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   The Election Commis-
sion has issued revised standard 
operating procedures for can-
didates to check EVMs around 
seven months after the Maha-
rashtra polls.

A total of 104 applications for 
checking 755 EVMs have been 
filed from 95 constituencies in 

Maharashtra that voted in No-
vember.

The EC also announced that 
voters would receive their Elec-
tor’s Photo Identity Cards (EP-
ICs) within 15 days of enrolment 
or updating their information.

During the last Lok Sabha 
polls, the Supreme Court had 
rejected a plea to return to pa-

per ballots or count paper trail 
slips. However, the court or-
dered the EC to allow the sec-
ond and third runners-up to 
demand the verification of the 
EVM microcontrollers — a cir-
cuit that governs the machine.

The PSU manufacturers of 
EVMs demand ₹47,200, in-
cluding taxes, to verify each 
machine. The amount is re-
fundable if the chips are found 
to be tampered.

Two Congress candidates 
who lost the Haryana polls last 
year had moved the Supreme 
Court to direct the EC not to 
delete data on EVMs. The 
Association for Democratic 
Reforms had also moved the 

court challenging the EC’s SOPs 
and demanding a transparent 
check of EVMs.

During the pendency of 
the case, which the court last 
heard in May, it asked the EC 
not to delete data and to cut 
costs and simplify the SOPs 
so that a representative of the 
manufacturer could check and 
tell petitioners if the EVM was 
tampered with. The poll panel 
came out with the fresh SOPs 
on Tuesday.

The new SOPs specifically 
details the protocol for symbol 
loading units (SLUs) during the 
check. “The eligible candidates 
may also opt to upload the data 
loaded on the SLUs used for 
election in the mock poll. In this 
regard, it is highlighted that the 
VVPATs already have loaded 
data of actual candidates’ sym-
bols. However, the applicant 
can opt for use of already load-
ed symbols of VVPAT or request 
to reload the symbols loaded on 
the SLU afresh in VVPAT for the 
mock poll,” it said.

MI News Service,  
Chandigarh:   The North 
American Punjabi Asso-
ciation appealed to the 
Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
and the broader Panthic 
leadership to safeguard 
the sacred 'saroops' of 
the Guru Granth Sahib 
kept at a gurdwara in 
war-hit Iran's Tehran.

Satnam Singh Chahal, 
the executive director of 
the association, urged 

the SGPC to immediately 
arrange a chartered air-
craft and deploy a group 
of five dedicated Sikhs to 
accompany the 'saroops' 

(physical copy of Guru 
Granth Sahib) back home 
with full respect.

Reacting to SGPC pres-
ident Harjinder Singh 
Dhami appealing to the 
Union government to ar-
range for the transpor-
tation of the 'saroops' to 
India, Chahal said the 
gurdwara management 
body has the resources 
and moral responsibility 
to act independently in 
the matter.

MI News Service,  
Indore:   A Meghalaya po-
lice team probing the mur-
der of Indore businessman 
Raja Raghuvanshi ques-
tioned a few acquaintanc-
es of main accused Sonam 
Raghuvanshi and her al-
leged lover Raj Kushwaha, 
an official said.

They also questioned a 
taxi driver who is suspect-
ed to have taken Sonam to 
Uttar Pradesh from Indore 
in the aftermath of the 
murder.

Meanwhile, the elder 

brother of Raja Raghuvan-
shi on Thursday accused 
Sonam of misleading the 
police, and demanded that 
she be subjected to a de-
tailed questioning.

In the mean time, the 
elder brother of Raja 
Raghuvanshi, who was 
murdered in Meghalaya 
during his honeymoon 
trip, on Thursday alleged 
that the victim's wife So-
nam Raghuvanshi, the 
prime accused in the case, 
was misleading the police, 
and demanded that she 

be subjected to a detailed 
questioning.

He demanded that 
Sonam and four other 
accused in the case be 
brought to Indore for a 
thorough investigation to 
know the "complete truth" 
behind the murder which 
sent shockwaves across 
the country.

His remarks came on a 
day a Shillong court ex-
tended the police custody 
of Sonam and her alleged 
paramour Raj Kushwaha 
by two days.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   The National Human 
Rights Commission has direct-
ed AIIMS, New Delhi, to act on 
a complaint that says institute 
doctors sent patients to buy a 
brain implant from a private 
vendor, bypassing procurement 
norms and exposing them to ad-
ditional costs.

In a note sent to the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, 
the NHRC has cited a complaint 
from the Sahyadri Rights Forum, 
a non-government entity. It ac-
cuses AIIMS doctors of violating 
norms that require institutional 
procurement from approved 
vendors at regulated costs.

The complaint referred to a 
June 2 report in The Telegraph 
that described how AIIMS neu-
roradiology department doctors 
had given patients or their care-
givers a vendor’s phone number, 
instructing them to directly buy 
a flow diverter — a stent-like 
device used to treat blood vessel 
disorders in the brain.

Some AIIMS faculty members 
have said that asking patients 
to buy expensive devices from 
vendors violates the standard 
procurement norms, intended 
to shield patients from medical 
suppliers.

Receipts shared by multi-
ple patients or their caregivers 
with this newspaper show that 
the private vendor charged 
₹595,550 plus taxes per flow 
diverter from patients at AIIMS 
between 2022 and 2025.

Another central govern-
ment hospital – the Sree Chitra 
Tirunal Institute of Medical Sci-
ences and Technology in Thiru-
vananthapuram – had procured 
the same device for ₹475,000 
plus taxes in 2023, according 
to a purchase price list from the 
hospital.

The documents show that 
both sets of devices had a maxi-
mum retail price of ₹11.90 lakh.

“The allegations made in the 
complaint prima facie seem to 
be serious violations of the hu-
man rights of the victims,” the 
NHRC said in the note sent to the 
director and the medical super-
intendent at AIIMS.

The apex rights panel has 
asked AIIMS to investigate and 
submit an action-taken report 
within 15 days.

A faculty member familiar 
with purchase regulations said 
the price difference between 
two government hospitals would 
contravene what is known as the 
“fall clause” — a provision that 
requires uniform pricing across 
different government institu-

tions.

MI News Service,  
Bageshwar:   The residents of 
15 villages in Bageshwar, Uttara-
khand, have been cut off from 
the district headquarters follow-
ing massive landslides.

The affected villagers said it 
usually took around five hours 
to clean roadblocks, but they had 
been isolated from Bageshwar 
town for over 48 hours this time.

“The electricity supply was 
also disrupted in our villages. 
The officials started cleaning the 
roads and restoring normal traf-
fic after 48 hours,” Santosh Negi, 
a villager, told local reporters.

He said the lack of mobile 
connectivity, which snapped be-
cause of bad weather, prevented 
them from informing the officials 
about the landslides and blocked 
roads.

“Our children rarely go to 
school in the monsoon season 
over fears of landslides. Imagine 
what will happen if someone falls 

ill in our villages. The nearest hos-
pital is 15km away and we have to 
cross this road to reach there. This 
is the reason we cannot afford to 
stay disconnected from the town 
for long,” he said.

Sikha Suyal, district disaster 
management officer, said: “Exca-
vators have been pressed into ser-
vice and we hope to restore normal 
traffic soon.”

Last week, Bageshwar dis-
trict magistrate Ashish Bhatgain 
had suspended two officers of the 
public works department over the 
delay in cleaning a 3km stretch 
of blocked road in Kapkot, Dha-
ramghar and Sangarh villages fol-
lowing a landslide.

“We have suspended junior en-
gineer Jitesh Malkani and assistant 
engineer Ashish Rawat. Quick re-
lief in the event of any disaster is 
our priority,” Bhatgain had told re-
porters in Bageshwar and warned 
the departments concerned against 
a lackadaisical approach.

MI News Service, New Delhi:   
A local court on Monday extend-
ed by 14 days the judicial cus-
tody of social media influencer 
Jyoti Malhotra, arrested on sus-
picion of espionage last month.

Malhotra is currently under 
judicial custody, which has been 
extended by the court, her law-
yer said.

"Her judicial remand has 
been further extended by 14 
days and the next date of hear-
ing has been fixed by the court 
on July 7," Malhotra's lawyer 
Kumar Mukesh said.

The 33-year-old YouTu-
ber appeared before the court 
through video-conferencing, he 
said.

On June 9, another court had 
rejected her regular bail plea.

The police had opposed the 
bail and argued that the inves-
tigation in this case is still going 
on.

Hisar Police arrested Malho-

tra on suspicion of espionage on 
May 16 and she was subsequently 
remanded to five days of police 
custody by the court.

Following the completion of 
the remand, the court extended 
the custody by four days after 
the police sought to question her 
further.

On May 26, the court remand-
ed her to judicial custody for 14 
days, which was further extended 
later. Malhotra, who hails from 
the city, ran a YouTube channel 
"Travel with JO". She was arrest-
ed at the New Aggarsain Exten-
sion and booked under provisions 
of the Official Secrets Act and the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Hisar 
Police previously said no evidence 
had emerged to indicate Malho-
tra had access to any military- or 
defence-related information but 
claimed she was in contact with 
some people, aware that they 
were Pakistani Intelligence Oper-
atives (PIO).

MI News Service, Kaimur/
Nalanda:   Bihar Police arrest-
ed six persons, including two 
women, and recovered 4,536 
live cartridges from their pos-
session following searches in 
Kaimur and Nalanda districts, 
officials said on Monday. 

The accused have been 
identified as Kumar Abhijeet, 
Shatrughan Kumar, Vishal Ku-
mar, Rajendra Prasad, and two 
unnamed women. According to 
police, the accused are part of 
a gang involved in the illegal 
procurement of ammunition 
from Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh 
for sale in Bihar’s black mar-
ket.

A statement by the police 
headquarters said: "Acting on 
a tip-off, personnel from the 
Special Task Force (STF) and 
district police intercepted a 
vehicle coming from Varanasi 
side near Mohania in Kaimur 
on Sunday morning. Two per-
sons, Shatrughan Kumar (the 

driver) and Kumar Abhijeet, were 
inside. The vehicle was taken to 
the nearest police station, where 
2,950 cartridges of .315 bore and 
750 cartridges of .32 bore pistol 
ammunition were recovered." 
During initial interrogation, the 
duo reportedly confessed to ille-
gally transporting the cartridges 
from Kanpur for sale in Bihar.

Based on information provided 
by the suspects, police searched a 
rented house belonging to Kumar 
Abhijeet in Nalanda and recov-
ered 490 cartridges of 9mm pis-
tol ammunition and 229 cartridg-
es of .32 bore pistol ammunition. 
Vishal Kumar was arrested from 
the premises. Officials also con-
ducted searches at a premise 
located in Bagan Bigha in Nalan-
da and recovered 33 cartridges 
of 9 mm pistol, 50 cartridges of 
self-loading rifle (SLR) gun and 
34 cartridges of .32 bore pistol 
from there and arrested Rajen-
dra Prasad and two women from 
there, it added.

EVM: EC issues revised SOPs

Act now to retrieve Guru Granth Sahib 
'saroops' from Iran: NAPA urges SGPC

Raghuvanshi murder: 
Meghalaya police intensifies grilling  

NHRC probes AIIMS price racket

Landslides cut off 15 villages

Jyoti Malhotra's JC gets extended by 2 wks

Bihar Police seizes 4,536 live cartridges

Fire breaks out at 
6-storey building 
in south Mumbai

Bajaj Allianz unveils ‘AapKe Liye’

Delhi to install 
gunshot sensors, 

smart cams to 
catch shooters 

VAHDAM® India scales 
up scholarship initiative 

Minister Aroop Biswas inaugurated the newly decorated "Krishna-Arjuna Rath" at the Vaishali Park in Ward 111 of Tollygunge on Monday. 
ISKCON All India President, Borough Chairman Tarkeshwar Chakraborty, Municipal Representative Gopal Roy and the main initiator, local 
municipal representative Sandeep Das were present.
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Bern [Switzerland] : New research
has uncovered a powerful link
between nighttime heart rhythm and
future health conditions, even in peo-
ple with no obvious sleep problems.

The study, conducted at the
Department of Neurology, Inselspital,
the University Hospital of Bern, exam-
ined 4,170 people over a 13-year peri-
od and discovered that heart rate vari-
ability (HRV) during sleep can be a
powerful early warning sign of future
health conditions such as stroke,
depression, and cognitive dysfunction.

HRV reflects the fluctuation of time
intervals between heartbeats.2 HRV
adjusts constantly in response to the
physical and emotional demands of the
body. During the day, HRV is physiolog-
ically high, corresponding to high lev-
els of activity. At night, and especially
during deep sleep, HRV typically
reduces, reflecting a shift into a rest
and repair mode, where the body
focuses on recovery and recharging for
the next day.

The research found that certain
HRV patterns were linked to future
health conditions. Participants who
later developed stroke often showed
unusually high and erratic HRV. In
contrast, low HRV was common in
those who further developed depres-
sion. High HRV with altered frequency
patterns were also observed in individ-
uals who later developed metabolic
diseases. Similarly, cardiovascular and
endocrine diseases were also associat-

ed with high HRV. "HRV matters for
brain and overall health because it
reflects how well the body regulates
itself - primarily through the activity of
the autonomic nervous system",
explained the lead author of the study,
Irina Filchenko, MD, PhD. "This sys-
tem controls vital unconscious
processes such as breathing, digestion
and muscle tone, helping the body
maintain balance and adapt to internal
and external demands."

"While many people are familiar
with tracking sleep stages or total
sleep time, nocturnal HRV provides a

unique window into how the body
functions during sleep. This is espe-
cially important because sleep is a crit-
ical time for many physiological
processes underlying long-term
health, such as cellular repair, mem-
ory consolidation, and the clearance
of metabolic waste from the brain."

Importantly, researchers believe
that HRV could act as an early phys-
iological marker, demonstrating
subtle changes in body functioning
before traditional symptoms or
diagnoses appear. This could open
the door to prevention and early

intervention for diseases like
Alzheimer's or stroke, where timely
action can improve patient out-
comes. Dr Filchenko noted, "Some
participants had 'normal' sleep
according to traditional criteria,
with little sleep fragmentation and
the expected balance of sleep
stages. However, HRV told a differ-
ent story, picking up risks that the
common sleep metrics missed. This
suggests we need to rethink how we
define and measure optimal sleep."

The findings of the study also
raise the possibility of using wear-
able technology to monitor HRV pat-
terns over time. While current con-
sumer devices vary in accuracy and
interpretability, experts believe
future improvements could allow
people to track changes in HRV as
part of regular health monitoring.

The research adds to growing
evidence that sleep is a critical pil-
lar of long-term health, and that
subtle patterns could offer a win-
dow of opportunity to prevent seri-
ous disease. "The broader message
is that sleep is not just a passive
state of rest -- it is an active,
dynamic process that plays a vital
role in maintaining long-term
health, especially brain health. Our
findings reinforce the idea that pri-
mary prevention matters, and that
health problems start long before the
clinical symptoms appear", concluded
Dr Filchenko.(ANI)

Nice [France] : New research has found
immune changes in cancer patients that
could help identify which patients are most
at risk of dangerous heart complications
from cancer drugs, known as immune
checkpoint inhibitors.

The study was led by Assistant Professor
Pilar Martin, Head of the Regulatory
Molecules of Inflammation Lab at the
Spanish National Centre for Cardiovascular
Research (CNIC) and group leader at
CIBER-CV.

She explained, "Immune checkpoint
inhibitors have revolutionised cancer treat-
ment, but they can also damage the hearts
of some patients. In this study, we moni-
tored how levels of immune cells, which are
known to be involved in the development of
heart diseases, change after treatment.

"We were surprised to see an early and
rapid loss of protective immune cells, called
regulatory T cells, after cancer patients
started treatment. This suggests a window
of vulnerability early in treatment."
Assistant Professor Martin continued.

The new research is being presented at
European Cardio-Oncology 2025, a scientif-
ic congress of the European Society of
Cardiology.

Immune checkpoint inhibitors are drugs
that work by harnessing the patient's own
immune response to attack cancer cells.
Unfortunately, they can also have side
effects, including causing heart damage or
cardiotoxicity, in some patients.
Approximately 1 in 100 patients treated
with these drugs develop myocarditis, a
life-threatening heart complication.

Researchers found that patients with
lower levels of a blood biomarker, called
CD69 and found in protective immune cells,
experienced a greater decrease in protec-
tive immune cells and a resulting increase
in destructive pro-inflammatory immune
cells. Such a decline in protective immune
cells has previously been associated with a
greater risk of developing cardiovascular
complications such as myocarditis.

"We put patients into two groups based
on their levels of a protective biomarker
called CD69, and saw these groups had very
different response to the cancer treatments.
Those who had lower levels of CD69 before
starting treatment had a more negative

immune response which puts them at much
greater risk of heart damage," Professor
Martin said.

"More work is needed to validate this
biomarker and fully understand the
immune changes that are taking place, but
testing patients for this biomarker with a
blood test is relatively cheap and easy and
has the potential to help doctors identify
which patients are at greatest risk of com-
plications. This could allow doctors to mon-
itor these patients more closely, and in time
I hope we can develop new treatments to
prevent the immune dysregulation we see
in these patients," Professor Martin contin-
ued.

Researchers analysed blood samples
from 215 cancer patients from the Spanish
Immunotherapy Registry of Cardiovascular
Toxicity (SIR-CVT)2 before treatment and at
24 weeks, 1012 weeks, 6 months, and 1
year after treatment with immune check-
point inhibitors. The patients had a range of
different cancers, including lung, breast
and skin cancer, and were treated with dif-
ferent types of immune check point
inhibitor treatments, including anti PD1,
PDL1 and CTLA4.

Patients were put into two groups
dependent the amount of biomarker for a
specific protective T-cell (CD69) in their
blood and changes in levels of their immune
cell populations were monitored over time.

While both patient groups experienced
some decline in levels of a specific type of a
protective immune cell (CD69 positive regu-
latory T cells) in response to treatment,
those patients with low starting levels of the
protective biomarker had a much larger
decrease. These patients also had an
increase in immune cells with a role to kill
other cells and others that have a role in
inflammation.

Regulatory T cells are found in the
blood and are important to maintain
immune balance and stop the immune sys-
tem damaging healthy tissues, including
the heart and blood vessels. Previous
research has shown how the wrong levels
of these cells can result in damage to blood
vessels and the heart, and this study sug-
gests they could be key in mediating the
heart damaging effects of immune check-
point inhibitor cancer drugs. (ANI)

Johannesburg : A month-long
series of yoga events held across
South Africa culminated in
International Day of Yoga cele-
brations at iconic UNESCO land-
marks in four major cities in the
country on Sunday.

"The support from the South
African communities at the
International Day of Yoga (IDY)
events hosted by us here in
Pretoria and by our Consulates in
Johannesburg, Durban and Cape
Town over the past month at var-
ious venues across the country
was very gratifying," said Indian
High Commissioner Prabhat
Kumar.

He was speaking after an IDY
event on the lawns of the Union
Buildings, seat of the South
African government in Pretoria.

"After the events at the four
UNESCO sites here over the
weekend, South Africa is now
firmly established as one of the
many countries all over the world
which has adopted the IDY as an
annual highlight. Especially so
amid the growing understanding
by thousands of enthusiasts here
that yoga is an ancient discipline
for exercise and well-being,"
Kumar said.

One local Indian and three
expatriate performers joined
choreographer Saswati Das to
enthral participants there with
Yoga Nrity, a fusion of yoga and
music that combines the physical
and spiritual aspects of both dis-
ciplines.

"This involved performing
yoga asanas (poses) in a flowing,
rhythmic manner, synchronised
with music, to create a dynamic
and expressive practice. This
blend aims to enhance physical
fitness, mental well-being, and
spiritual harmony," Das
explained.

In Cape Town on Saturday,
Indian Consul General Ruby
Jaspreet organised an IDY event
in the scenic Kirstenbosch
National Botanic Gardens, situat-
ed on the slopes of Table
Mountain, one of the new seven
natural wonders of the world.
The Gardens is also a UNESCO
Heritage site.Chief Guest at
Kirstenbosch, Mireille Wenger
Minister of Health and Wellness
in the Western Cape Province of
which Cape Town is the capital,
thanked the Indian mission for
bringing IDY to Kirstenbosch.

"This is an opportunity to
understand the benefits of yoga
for our mental, physical and spir-
itual well-being," Wenger said.

Also on Saturday, Indian
Consul General in Johannesburg
Mahesh Kumar was joined by
scores of youths at the Cradle of
Mankind, another UNESCO
Heritage site, in Gauteng
province. Reflecting on how last
year's IDY celebration at the his-
toric Wanderers Cricket Stadium
in Johannesburg had attracted
over 8,000 yoga participants,
Kumar said although the number
at Saturday's venue was much
smaller, the events of the past
month together.

Madison (US), Jun 23 (AP) Tens of millions
of people across the Midwest and East
endured dangerously hot temperatures as
a sprawling June heat wave that gripped
much of the US was expected to last well
into this week.

Most of the northeastern quadrant
of the country from Minnesota to Maine
was under some type of heat advisory on
Sunday. So were parts of Arkansas,
Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi, the
National Weather Service said.

Weather service offices throughout
the region warned of sweltering and
sometimes life-threatening conditions
through Wednesday.

"Please plan ahead to take frequent
breaks if you must be outside, stay
hydrated and provide plenty of water and
shade for any outdoor animals," the serv-
ice office in Wakefield, Virginia, said on X.

Meteorologists say a phenomenon
known as a heat dome, a large area of
high pressure in the upper atmosphere
that traps heat and humidity, is responsi-
ble for the extreme temperatures.

Meanwhile, twin 6-year-old girls
were among three people killed when
thunderstorms brought trees down onto
homes in central New York before dawn
Sunday, according to the Oneida County
Sheriff's Office. Several inches of rain fell
over just a few hours, inundating the
small town of Kirkland.

A neighbour, Jared Bowman, said
he ran next door to help the twins' moth-
er escape through a window after a giant
maple crashed through the roof around 4
am.

"She was yelling, Get my kids out!'"
Bowman told the Post-Standard. A 50-
year-old woman died when a tree hit a
house nearby, sheriff's officials said. The
streets were littered with electrical lines
and thousands in the region were without
power.

Gov Kathy Hochul declared a state

of emergency in 32 counties due to the
strong storms and forecast extreme heat.

Sunday marked the second straight
day of extreme heat across the Midwest
and East Coast. Heat indexes on Sunday
hit 103 F (39.4 C) in Chicago and 101 F
(38.3 C) on Saturday in Madison,
Wisconsin, turning that city's annual
naked bike ride into a sticky and sweaty
affair.

Lynn Watkins, 53, director of Sacred
Hearts Day Care in Sun Prairie, a Madison
suburb, said that she tried to sit outside to
grill but it was so hot she had to go inside.
She plans to cancel all outdoor activities
at the day care on Monday with highs
around 93 F (33.8 C) forecast.

"I can't stand being outside when
it's like this," she said. "I just want to sit
in my air conditioning."

The heat index in Pittsburgh
reached 105 F, and hovered around 104 F
(40 C) in Columbus, Ohio.

Forecasts in Philadelphia called for
a heat index of 108 F (42.2 C) on Monday.

Philadelphia declared a heat emer-
gency. The city's public health depart-
ment declared a heat emergency through
Wednesday evening. Officials directed
residents to air-conditioned libraries,
community centres and other locations,
and set up a "heat line" staffed by medical
professionals to discuss conditions and ill-
nesses made worse by the heat. With tem-

peratures in the mid-80s, Delaware's
Rehoboth Beach was crowded Sunday.

"It's only going to get worse," said
beachgoer Vak Kobiashvili. "People are
trying to get out to the beach before it's
too hot to really even manage to be out-
side."

Kobiashvili said even his dog didn't
want to be outside.

"East Coast weather, at least from
my perspective, is just very sweaty in the
summer," he said. "It's that walking
through a swamp kind of feeling."

Forecasters warned the heat index
in Cromwell, Connecticut, would reach
105 F on Sunday, making for a steamy day
during the final round of the PGA

Travelers Championship. Fans sought
shelter under trees and on air-condi-
tioned benches. Many lined up for water
at a hydration station near the ninth
green.

Karin Skalina, of New York, had
been in the sun-soaked bleachers by the
eighth green and eventually sought relief
on a ventilated cooling bench. "Didn't
work," she said.

"(We're) trying to follow the shade,"
Skalina said.

Courtney Kamansky, of Newington,
Connecticut, came prepared with extra
water bottles. Asked if she was able to
find shade, she pointed to her umbrella
and said, "I bring it with me."

Cincinnati Reds shortstop Elly De La
Cruz got sick Saturday while playing in
extreme heat against the Cardinals in St
Louis. Seattle Mariners reliever Trent
Thornton, facing the Cubs in Chicago, also
fell ill.

The heat is expected to persist this
week with the highest temperatures shift-
ing eastward. New York City is expected
to see highs around 95 F (35 C) on
Monday and Tuesday.

Boston is on track for highs
approaching 100 F (37.7 C) on Tuesday,
and temperatures in Washington, DC,
were expected to hit 100 F on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Mark Gehring, a National Weather
Service meteorologist in Sullivan,
Wisconsin, said this level of heat is not
uncommon during the summer months in
the US, although it usually takes hold in
mid-July or early August. The most
unusual facet of this heat wave is the
sheer amount of territory sweltering
under it, he said.

"It's basically everywhere east of
the Rockies," he said, referring to the
Rocky Mountains. "That is unusual, to
have this massive area of high dewpoints
and heat."

The Hague : Hundreds of people have
protested against NATO and military
spending and against a possible conflict
with Iran, two days before a summit of
the alliance in The Hague that is seeking
to increase allies' defense budgets.

"Let's invest in peace and sustain-
able energy," Belgian politician Jos
d'Haese told the crowd at a park not far
from the summit venue on Sunday.

Although billed as a demonstra-
tion against NATO and the war in Gaza,
protesters were joined by Iranians who
held up banners saying "No Iran War,"
the day after the United States launched
attacks against three of Iran's nuclear
sites.

"We are opposed to war. People
want to live a peaceful life," said 74-
year-old Hossein Hamadani, an Iranian
who lives in the Netherlands. Look at the
environment. "Things are not good. So
why do we spend money on war?" he
added.

The Netherlands is hosting the
annual meeting of the 32-nation alliance
starting Tuesday, with leaders scheduled
to meet Wednesday.

The heads of government want to
hammer out an agreement on a hike in
defence spending demanded by US
President Donald Trump. The deal

appeared largely done last week, until
Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez
wrote to NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte that committing Madrid to spend-
ing 5% of its gross domestic product on
defence "would not only be unreason-
able, but also counterproductive".

US allies have ramped up defence
spending since Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered a full-scale inva-

sion of Ukraine more than three years
ago, but almost a third of them still don't
meet NATO's current target of at least
2% of their gross domestic product.

The summit is being protected by
the biggest ever Dutch security opera-
tion, code named "Orange Shield,"
involving thousands of police and mili-
tary personnel, drones, no-fly zones and
cybersecurity experts. 

Eastern half of US sweltering again with dangerous
heat wave expected to last until midweek

Study finds out link between
nighttime heart rhythm, stroke

Mechanism behind 
life-threatening cancer 

drug side-effect revealed

Hundreds protest in The Hague against
NATO days before it hosts alliance summit

South Africa marks
International Day

of Yoga with events
at UNESCO sites
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In LIC Eastern Zonal Office, Zonal Manager Shri J S Tolia and other officials are observing the 11th international
Yoga Day on 21st June-25.

6th All India Conference of GRP Chiefs

Reaffirms Unified National Strategy
for Crime Control on Indian Railways

4Focus on Enhanced Passenger Safety through Intelligence
Sharing, Coordinated Operations, and FIR Integration via
Rail Madad

4Deliberations Held on Leveraging Technology and Unified
GRP Coordination to Counter Inter- state Crime and En-
hance Security for Women Passengers

4DG RPF Calls for Synergised Action by RPF-GRP Across
States to Safeguard Railway Passengers and Make Railway
Travel Safer, more Secure

MI News Service, Delhi:
The 6th All India Conference
of Government Railway Po-
lice Chiefs, organised under
the aegis of the Railway Pro-
tection Force concluded suc-
cessfully at Vigyan
Bhawan,New Delhi today.
The high-level conference,
presided over by Director
General, RPF, Shri Manoj
Yadava, witnessed the par-
ticipation of DGPs, ADGPs,
and senior officers from the
GRP of various states and
union territories, alongside
representatives from the
Ministry of Railways. This
important gathering marked
a concerted effort to address
the growing challenges of
crime control on Indian Rail-
ways and to strengthen col-
lective mechanisms to
ensure the safety and secu-
rity of millions of railway
passengers commuting daily
through its vast network.
The central theme of the
conference revolved around
enhancing intelligence-shar-
ing, formulating joint opera-
tional strategies and
fine-tuning inter-agency co-
ordination to counter the
evolving modus operandi of
criminal elements exploiting
the vast railway network. A
key focus area was the in-
tensification of passenger
awareness campaigns to ed-
ucate travellers on common
tricks and traps employed by
thieves and fraudsters. The
conference resolved to push

for the seamless conversion
of passenger property theft
complaints lodged on the
Rail Madad portal into for-
mal FIRs, thereby boosting
detection rates and discour-
aging repeat offences.

In a bid to dismantle or-
ganized interstate criminal
networks targeting high-
value passenger belongings,
detailed deliberations were
held on deploying proactive
surveillance, coordinated
operations across states and
leveraging technology-
backed solutions including
Facial Recognition Systems.
The necessity of a unified re-
sponse system among GRP
units of different states and
UTs was strongly empha-
sized to prevent jurisdic-
tional gaps that are often
exploited by offenders. Spe-
cial attention was devoted to
the worrying trends of
crimes against women pas-
sengers, with the partici-
pants agreeing on robust
preventive measures includ-
ing targeted patrolling,
CCTV cameras in stations
and coaches and deploy-
ment of Meri Saheli teams to
enhance the sense of secu-
rity among women trav-
ellers. The misuse of railway
premises by drug traffickers
and smugglers also came
under the scanner, with
strategies being discussed to
curb such illegal activities
through intensified checks
and real-time intelligence in-

puts. A critical presentation
by the Intelligence Bureau
highlighted potential terror-
ist threats to sensitive rail-
way installations and the
urgent need for vulnerability
assessments and fortified se-
curity protocols. Addition-
ally, the issue of child safety
on railway premises was de-
liberated, focusing on mech-
anisms for timely
identification and rehabilita-
tion of vulnerable children
being rescued from traffick-
ing and exploitation risks.

Speaking at the conclu-
sion of the conference, DG
RPF Shri Manoj Yadava re-
marked, "Crime control on
the vast Indian Railways is
not the responsibility of any
single agency but a collective
mission that demands syn-
ergy, coordination and
shared intelligence. The re-
solve shown by GRP and
RPF leadership across the
nation today assures our
commitment to making rail-
way travel safer, more se-
cure, and free from the
threat of criminal elements.
We stand united in our effort
to protect every passenger,
every child, and every cor-
ner of our railway network
from harm." The conference
reaffirmed the joint commit-
ment of RPF and GRP forces
to transform Indian Rail-
ways into a zero-tolerance
zone for crime, safeguarding
its status as the lifeline of the
nation.

ER, Howrah Division observed In-
ternational Day of Yoga with wide-
spread workshops and initiatives

MI News Service, Malda:
The Howrah Division of
Eastern Railway cele-
brated the International
Day of Yoga with a series of
yoga workshops and
awareness activities organ-
ized across the division on
21.06.25. The initiative
aimed at promoting physi-
cal and mental well-being
among railway staff, their
families, and passengers,
and witnessed enthusiastic
participation throughout
the day. The main highlight
of the celebrations was the
yoga workshop held at the
New Sports Complex,
Howrah, which drew a
large gathering. The event
was graced by Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM)
Howrah, Shri Sanjeev
Kumar, along with Presi-
dent, Eastern Railway
Women’s Welfare Organi-
sation (ERWWO), Howrah,
Smt. Reena Jayswal, senior
officers, and their families.
The program began with
the ceremonial lighting of
the lamp by DRM Howrah
and the ERWWO President,
Howrah, symbolizing the
spirit of health and positiv-

ity. The session featured
guided yoga practices de-
signed to emphasize bal-
ance, mindfulness, and
stress relief.

In a unique step to pro-
mote yoga awareness
among passengers, an
EMU train rake was spe-
cially themed on Interna-
tional Day of Yoga and
designed with health-cen-
tric messages and visuals.
Following this, a yoga
workshop was also con-
ducted at Howrah Station,
attended once again by
DRM Howrah and other
dignitaries, demonstrating
his continuous involvement
in promoting employee and
public health. In addition
to Howrah, similar yoga
sessions were conducted at
multiple locations includ-
ing Gulmohar Railway
Colony, Liluah, Bandel,
Barddhaman, Rampurhat,
Azimganj, and various
other centres across the di-
vision. Officers, employees,
and their family members
took part in large numbers,
making the day a wide-
spread celebration of fit-
ness and inner peace.

35.45 Lakh Train Theft Cracked
in 48 Hours — Accused Nabbed,
Entire Valuables Recovered

4Train: 22944 Indore–

Daund Express

4Coach: A-2 | Incident

Date: 20.06.2025

4Location: Indore – Lon-

awalala

MI News Service, Indore:  In
a swift and efficient opera-
tion, a high-value theft case
involving diamond and gold
ornaments along with cash —
totalling ₹35.45 lakh — was
solved within 48 hours by
RPF , the Government Rail-
way Police (GRP) and Local
Crime Branch (LCB). The in-
cident occurred aboard the
Indore–Daund Express,
where a senior citizen and
resident of Indore  discovered
her handbag missing when
she woke up early  in the
morning on 20th June 2025.
The bag contained valuable
jewellery including  a dia-
mond bracelet, diamond
necklace, rings, gold watch,
gold chain, and ₹50,000  in
cash worth a total of ₹40
lakh. The old lady aged 73
years was traveling from In-
dore to Lonavala along with
her  husband. They were
going to participate in a reli-
gious bhagwat function at
Lonavala. At night both the
old couple slept after having
dinner. Lady was very  con-
scious,   that is why she al-
ways kept the handbag close
to her armpit. Under  the
same conditions, she slept
also. She woke up in the
morning when the train  was
about to reach Lonawala
around 7:30 am. She imme-
diately called Indian  railways
helpline no 139. She along
with her husband got dis-

turbed, depressed and
started crying. FIR has  been
lodged with GRP Lonavala.
GRP, RPF and railways offi-
cials made different  teams
and sent it to different sta-
tions where the train stopped.
The train has a  route passing
through Indore, Dewas, Uj-
jain, Nagda, Khachrod, Rat-
lam, Meghnagar, Dahod,
Godhra, Vadodara, Surat,
Vasai Road, Bhiwandi Road,
Kalyan,  Karjat, Lonavala,
Chinchwad, Pune and Daund.
All the CCTV footage of the
station  have been searched.

It has been found that
one person deboarded the
train at Kalyan and didn't
come  out from the station in-
time. Further he has been
tracked. At one probable  lo-
cation he kept himself very
watchful and was looking for
dodging police and  cameras.
On further investigation it has
been found that he was a ha-
bitual thief  and was on bail
since the last 15 days. Police
raided his premises and
found all the  valuables.
Based on this lead, a team
of investigators traced the
accused —  Mahesh Arun
Ghag alias Vicky, a resident
of Chembur, Mumbai. The
entire stolen  property has
been successfully recovered
and handed over to the
family. This case under-
scores Indian Railways’ and
state police Maharatra’
strong  commitment to pas-
senger safety and swift
criminal response. Passen-
gers are advised to remain
vigilant during travel and
immediately report  suspi-
cious activity to railway staff
or helpline 139 . 

Running of Panskura-
Digha Special Trains
MI News Service, Kolkata: In
view of demand of the pas-
sengers, it has been decided
to run Panskura-Digha Spe-
cial trains from 25.06.2025
to 10.07.2025  as per follow-
ing schedule:      

08117/08118  Panskura-
Digha-Panskura Special:

08117 Panskura-Digha
Special will leave Panskura
from 25.06.2025 to
10.07.2025 at 07.00 hrs and
will reach Digha at 09.20
hrs, the same day. In the re-
turn direction, 08118 Digha-
Panskura Special will leave
Digha at 09.30 hrs and will
arrive Panskura at 11.50
hrs, the same day. The train
will stop at all stations be-
tween Panskura & Digha.

AIMMM, Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind (M),
and Ahle Hadees
Group Silent on Is-
raeli Attack on Iran
MI News Service, New
Delhi: Even as global out-
rage grows over Israel’s
aggressive military ac-
tions, including its June
13 strikes on Iran, some
of India’s prominent Mus-
lim organizations have
drawn criticism for their
silence on the issue. More
than ten days have
passed since Israel
launched aerial strikes
on Iranian territory, in a
blatant violation of inter-
national law and Iran’s
sovereignty. Yet, several
leading Muslim bodies in
India have failed to issue
any official statements
condemning the attack.
The All India Muslim Ma-
j l i s - e -Mu s h awa r a t
(AIMMM), often de-
scribed as the umbrella
organization of Indian
Muslim groups, has not
made any public com-
ment or issued a press
release on the Israeli ag-
gression. 

Iran vows to retaliate over
US attacks; Trump warns
of regime change

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei promises to
punish “the Zionist
enemy” in his first com-
ments after the US joined
Israel’s attacks on his
country. US President
Donald Trump has hinted
at possible regime change
in Tehran, saying, “If the
current Iranian regime is
unable to make Iran great
again, why wouldn’t there
be a regime change?”
Israel and Iran continue
to trade attacks as the
world braces for Tehran’s
response to the US bomb-
ings, with President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian saying
“the Americans must re-
ceive a response to their
aggression”. The UN’s nu-
clear watchdog says there
have been no reports of
increased off-site radia-
tion levels following the
US bombardment of the
Fordow, Natanz and Isfa-
han sites.Iran says that
more than 400 people
have been killed and at
least 3,056 others were
wounded since Israel
launched its attack on
June 13. In Israel, at least
24 people have been
killed in Iranian strikes. 

Suicide bombing kills
at least 19 at Damas-
cus church during
Sunday mass

Americans stage anti-war
protests after U.S. raids
on Iranian nuclear sites

MI News Service, New York:
The United States on Sun-
day saw anti-war protests
in New York City, Washing-
ton D.C. and other places
across the country following
U.S. attacks on three nu-
clear sites in Iran a day ago.
Around 100 protesters ral-
lied on Times Square, hold-
ing signs reading "Stop The
War On Iran," "Hands Off
Iran" and others. A group of
people also held similar
protests outside the White
House, according to videos
circulated on social media.
The emergency protests
were planned in over 15
cities across the country, ac-
cording to the website of the
ANSWER Coalition, one of
the organizers of the
protests. "(U.S. President
Donald) Trump's unpro-
voked bombing of Iranian
nuclear facilities is an out-
right war crime. It violates
the UN Charter, interna-
tional law and the U.S. Con-
stitution. It threatens to set
into motion a regional or
even global war with mas-
sive casualties, nuclear ra-
diation and catastrophic
consequences," said a post
on the website.
"We demand an immediate
end to U.S. and Israeli at-
tacks on Iran and its sover-
eignty," said the ANSWER
Coalition.

ECoR Honours Three Railway
Employees for Exemplary 
Dedication and Alertness

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar: Recognising outstanding
dedication and vigilance on duty, East Coast Railway
(ECoR) General Manager Shri Parmeshwar Funkwal fe-
licitated three railway employees for their exemplary
service performance and alertness while on duty.
The honoured Railway Employees are Sri Uttam Kumar,
Station Manager at Lakshmipur; Sri Podilapu Gowri
Sankar, Senior Goods Train Manager at Simhachalam
North; and Shri Manoj Kumar Hansdah, Track Main-
tainer-III at Rahama — were applauded for their quick
thinking and proactive actions that ensured the smooth
and safe operation of trains under their watch. Their
alert response during routine duties not only prevented
potential operational disruptions but also reinforced the
high standards of safety.
While presenting the awards, Shri Funkwal commended
the their commitment and the critical role played by rail-
way personnel working in the field. “Our frontline staff
— including Track Maintainers, Loco Pilots, Technicians,
and Station Managers — are the backbone of our daily
operations. Their vigilance and dedication are what keep
our network running efficiently and safely,” he stated.
East Coast Railway continues to foster a culture of safety
and operational excellence, recognizing individuals who
go above and beyond in service to the public.

Mass Yoga Sessions Held Across Malda Division 
in Celebration of International Day of Yoga 2025

MI News Service, Malda:  In
alignment with the nation-
wide celebration of the 11th
International Day of Yoga
(IDY), the Malda Division of
Eastern Railway organised a
series of mass yoga sessions
across its jurisdiction with
the theme “Yoga for One
Earth, One Health.” The
events witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from rail-
way staff and their family
members, making the cele-
bration a grand success. The
main event was held at the
Railway Institute, Malda,
where activities commenced
with the live telecast of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s address

from Visakhapatnam be-
tween 6:30 a.m. and 7:00
a.m., followed by a struc-
tured yoga session led by a
certified instructor from the
Art of Living. The session in-
cluded traditional yoga
asanas, pranayama (breath-
ing techniques), and guided
meditation.

The event was graced by
Shri Manish Kumar Gupta,
Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM), Malda Division,
along with Smt. Manisha
Gupta, President, Eastern
Railway Women’s Welfare
Organisation (ERWWO),
Malda, senior branch offi-
cers, staff, and their family
members. Speaking On the

occasion, DRM/Malda
stated“ Yoga remains a
timeless and powerful tool to
nurture our physical, men-
tal, and spiritual well-being.
I urge all railway employees
and their families to incor-
porate yoga into their daily
routines for a healthier and
more balanced life.”

Apart from the main
event, yoga sessions were si-
multaneously conducted at
several key locations across
the division, including Bha-
galpur, Jamalpur & Ja-
malpur Diesel Shed,
Abhaipur, Dhanauri, Tinpa-
har, Jangipur Road, Sahib-
ganj, and other stations. The
celebration further extended
to Railway Schools, railway
colonies, and field offices
such as Coaching Depots,
Running Rooms, Crew Lob-
bies, TRD, S&T, and Engi-
neering units, where
departmental teams actively
organised and participated
in yoga sessions. The 11th
International Day of Yoga in
Malda Division witnessed vi-
brant and widespread par-
ticipation, reinforcing Indian
Railways’ commitment to
building a healthier,  more
balanced, and united work-
force. 

PepsiCo India
boosts sustainable
farming in Bengal 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
PepsiCo India boosts sus-
tainable farming in Bengal
with 'Mitti Didi' soil testing
initiativeKolkata: PepsiCo
India has launched 10 soil
testing centers in West Ben-
gal under its Project Mitti
Didi, aiming to promote re-
generative agriculture and
provide farmers with scien-
tific soil health insights. The
centers, operated by
trained women, help farm-
ers make data-driven deci-
sions about fertilizer use,
crop planning, and soil
management. The initia-
tive, backed by PepsiCo's
Lay's® brand, includes an
emotional campaign titled
Mitti Ki Chitthi.

MI News Service, Damas-
cus: A suicide bomber
stormed a crowded church
in the Syrian capital Dam-
ascus during Sunday mass,
opening fire on worship-
pers before detonating his
explosives, killing at least
19 people and injuring
dozens more, security
sources and a monitoring
group said. The Syrian
health authorities put the
latest official death toll at
13, with 53 others
wounded. The blast ripped
through the Mar Elias
Church in the Dweilaa dis-
trict, a predominantly
Christian neighborhood on
the eastern outskirts of
Damascus, leaving behind
blood-stained pews, shat-
tered icons, and scenes of
chaos, according to eyewit-
nesses and local media.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said the
attacker opened fire inside
the packed church before
blowing himself up, causing
"severe human losses." The
monitoring group reported
that the toll may rise given
the critical condition of
many of the injured. 
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Historic centuries from KL Rahul
and Rishabh Pant helped India
reassert their dominance over
England, with the visitors increas-
ing their lead against the hosts to
304 runs at the end of the second
session on the fourth day of the
first Test at Leeds.

At Tea, India were 298/4, with
KL Rahul (120*) and Karun Nair
(4*) unbeaten. Pant scored 118
runs in the second innings, his
second ton in the match, and con-
solidated the innings with a cru-
cial 195-run partnership with KL
Rahul.

India started the second ses-
sion at 153/3, with Pant (31*) and
KL (72*) unbeaten.

During this session, India dis-
played a much more positive
intent, with Pant smashing two
fours off Josh Tongue, while KL
got two boundaries against Shoaib
Bashir.

Pant reached his half-century
in 83 balls, with eight fours and
liberated himself further with two
sixes against Bashir. India
reached the 200-run mark in 57.4
overs.

The duo reached their century
stand in 193 balls.

Pant and Rahul collected
boundaries against pace and spin
alike, with Pant displaying the
ruthlessness India needed after a
low-scoring first session.

Rahul got to his ninth Test
hundred and third in England, in
202 balls, with 13 fours. After a
first innings knock of 42, he was
finally able to get a big score.

A pull shot on a Brydon Carse
delivery in the 65th over by Rahul
took India to 250-run mark in
64.1 overs.

The 71st over by Joe Root
proved to be a massive one for
India as Pant hit him for two fours
and a six, collecting 19 runs in
total. He reached his eighth Test

ton in 130 balls, with 13 fours and
two sixes. This was the first time
that a designated Indian wicket-
keeper-batter hit twin centuries in
a Test.

The fun was finally over as
Bashir got the last laugh over
Pant, with Zak Crawley plucking a
catch at wide long-on. Pant was
gone for 118 in 140 balls, with 15
fours and three sixes. India was
287/4, with the 195-run partner-
ship between the duo over.

Rahul and Karun Nair took
India to the end of the session
without any further loss.

India ended the first session at
153/3, with vice-captain Rishabh
Pant (31*) and KL Rahul (72*)
unbeaten.

Despite Carse striking early,

removing Shubman for just eight
and sinking India to 92/3, Team
India managed to give themselves
a solid platform to go all guns out
blazing for the remainder of the
match, but not without giving
England some chances.

The final session on day three
was cut short due to rain.

Rahul was joined by skipper
Shubman Gill, who was unbeaten
on 6*. India ended at 90/2.

England started the second
session at 327/5, with Harry
Brook (57*) and Jamie Smith (29*)
unbeaten. Brook continued his
counter-attack, while Smith (40 in
52 balls, with five fours and a six),
Chris Woakes (38 in 55 balls, with
three fours and two sixes) and
Brydon Cwefarse (22 in 23 balls,
with four boundaries) also piled
up useful scores.

Brook missed out on his centu-
ry, scoring 99 in 112 balls, with 11
fours and two sixes, with Prasidh
Krishna getting him caught by
Shardul Thakur at deep back-
wards square leg. A 55-run stand
between Woakes and Carse took
England past the 400-run mark,
and they threatened to surpass
India's first innings total before
Jasprit Bumrah came in clutch.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former world No. 1
Kidambi Srikanth returns to court to lead
India's charge at the US Open 2025 bad-
minton tournament, which gets underway
in Lowa on Tuesday, according to
Olympics.com.

Srikanth will be keen to build on his run-
ners-up result at the Malaysia Masters,

where he became only the second man in
history to ever make it to the final of a BWF
World Tour Super 500 tournament after
beginning from the qualifying rounds.

In the first round of men's singles, 50th
seed Srikanth, who is seeded eighth in the
US Open, will play 77th-ranked Harry
Huang of England.

World No. 34 Ayush Shetty is seeded
fourth, while 37th-ranked Priyanshu
Rajawat is seeded sixth at the US Open,
other Indian badminton players include
Tharun Mannepalli and Rithvik Sanjeevi.

In the women's singles, 49th-ranked
India's best player in the division is
Aakarshi Kashyap, and 18-year-old Anmol
Kharb, who is ranked 63rd.

Tanvi Sharma, Tanya Hemanth and
Shriyanshi Valishetty will also feature in the
women's singles for India. The women's
doubles, on the other hand, has a sole
Indian entry in eight seeds Priya

Konjengbam and Shruti Mishra.
In the men's doubles draw, third seeds

Hariharan Amsakarunan and Ruban
Kumar Rethinasabapathi will spearhead
the challenge for India. Meanwhile, Dhruv
Kapila and Tanisha Crasto are the top seeds
and the only Indian entry in the mixed dou-
bles.

Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto's best
run on the BWF World tour this year came
at the German Open, where they made it to
the semi-finals.

US Open 2025: India badminton squad
Men's singles: Kidambi Srikanth, Ayush

Shetty, Priyanshu Rajawat, Tharun
Mannepalli, Rithvik Sanjeevi, Chirag Sen
(Q), BM Rahul Bharadwaj (Q), Darshan
Pujari (Q)

Women's singles: Aakarshi Kashyap,
Anmol Kharb, Tanvi Sharma, Tanya
Hemanth, Shriyanshi Valishetty, Ira Sharma
(Q)

Men's doubles: Hariharan
Amsakarunan-Ruban Kumar
Rethinasabapathi, Dingku Singh
Konthoujam-Amaan Mohammad, Abinash
Mohanty-Ayush Pattanayak, Arjun Reddy
Pochana-Gouse Shaik (Q), Sai Pavan Karri-
Sanjai Srivatsa Dhanraj (Q), Rajain
Abhimanyu-Randeep Singh (Q)

NOTTINGHAM [UK] : Indian wicketkeeper-batter
Ishan Kishan kickstarted his County Championship
campaign with Nottinghamshire with a fiery half-
century against Yorkshire on Monday.

On Monday, Kishan played against a Yorkshire
bowling unit featuring international level talent like
England's Dom Bess and New Zealand's Will
O'Rourke in his trademark fearless style.

He scored 87 in just 98 balls, with his knock con-
sisting of 12 fours and a six. His runs came at a strike
rate of 88.77.

Kishan signed for Nottinghamshire, on a short-
term deal covering two County Championship fix-
tures, according to ESPNcricinfo. This made him eli-
gible for selection for theChampionship fixtures
against Yorkshire at Trent Bridge and Somerset in
Taunton.

The left-hander is serving as Kyle Verreynne's
replacement while the World Test Championship-
winning South African is away playing a two-Test
series in Zimbabwe.

Kishan has played two Tests for India, scoring 78
runs in three innings with a fifty. His most prolific for-
mat is ODIs, scoring 933 runs in 27 matches and 24
innings at an average of 42.40, strike rate of 102.19,

with a century and seven fifties and best score of 210.
In 32 T20Is for India, he scored 796 runs at an

average of 25.67, with a strike rate of 124.37, with
six half-centuries and best score of 89.

After losing out his central contract with the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) last year,
Kishan regained it for this year, being placed in the C-
grade category. He headed into the Championship
with a decent Indian Premier League (IPL) season
with Sunrisers Hyderabad, scoring 354 runs in 13
innings at an average of 35.40, with a strike rate of
over 152, with a century and a fifty. 

ST JOHN'S [ANTIGUA] :
Australian pacer Mitchell Starc
will have two major milestones
to tick off, as he will be aiming
to become only the fourth
Aussie to reach 400 Test wickets
and become the 16th player
from his team to feature in 100
Tests during the tour of West
Indies from June 25 onwards.

The first Test of the three-
match series will be held in
Barbados. It will mark the start
of Australia's ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) 2025-27
cycle after its loss to South
Africa in the final of the 2023-
25 WTC cycle.

Currently, in 97 Tests, Starc
has taken 387 wickets, with an
average of 27.49, with the best
figures of 6/48. He has taken 15
five-wicket hauls and two ten-
wicket hauls. He is Australia's
fourth-highest all-time wicket-
taker in Tests. If he reaches to
the 400 wicket mark, he will
only be the second Aussie pacer
to do so. Also, nine more wick-
ets will help him overtake Brett
Lee (718 international scalps in
322 matches) to become

Australia's third-highest all-for-
mat wicket-taker of all time.
Currently, Starc has 710 wickets
in 289 international matches.

Above him in Australia's
wicket tally are late spin great
Shane Warne (708 scalps in 145
Tests), Glenn McGrath (563
wickets in 124 Tests) and
Nathan Lyon (553 wickets in
137 Tests).

Infact, all the members of the
iconic Aussie bowling quartet
are nearing milestones and

upward movements in charts.
Lyon is just 11 wickets away
from becoming Australia's sec-
ond-highest in Tests. Lyon, who
has 583 international wickets in
168 matches, is just eight wick-
ets away from overtaking
Mitchell Johnson (590 wickets in
256 international matches) to
become the fifth-highest inter-
national wicket-taker for
Australia. Also, Josh Hazlewood,
currently sitting at 281 wickets
in 73 Tests, needs just 19 more

to become the ninth Australian
to reach 300 Test wickets. 'Hoff'
as he is known, is sitting at 486
international wickets in 216
matches, is just 14 scalps away
from becoming the eighth player
from Australia to reach 500
international wickets.

Skipper Pat Cummins, cur-
rently having 301 Test wickets
in 68 Tests, fresh off a six-wick-
et haul in the WTC final, is just
10 wickets away from overtak-
ing Lee (310 wickets in 76 Tests)
to become the seventh-highest
wicket-taker for Aussies in
Tests.

It will be followed by match-
es in Grenada (July 3) and
Jamaica (July 12), the latter
being the West Indies' first-ever
day-night Test match.

Australia Test squad: Pat
Cummins (c), Sean Abbott, Scott
Boland, Alex Carey, Cameron
Green, Josh Hazlewood, Travis
Head, Josh Inglis, Usman
Khawaja, Sam Konstas, Matt
Kuhnemann, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc,
Beau Webster. (ANI)

KL RAHUL, PANT SCORE CLASSY TONS TO STEER
INDIA TO 298 AT TEA AGAINST ENGLAND

JASPRIT BUMRAH LONE
WARRIOR OF INDIAN
BOWLING LINE-UP
SINCE 2024 IN TEST
LEEDS [UK] : Veteran Indian fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah continued to shine as the backbone of
India's bowling attack, picking up his 14th five-
wicket haul in Test cricket during the first Test
against England at Leeds on Sunday, despite
four catches being dropped off his bowling.
Bumrah's performance helped India secure a
slender six-run lead after England were bowled
out for 465 by the end of the second session.
Since 2024, the veteran seamer has been carry-
ing India on his back. In tests since 2024,
Bumrah has taken 78 wickets at an average of
15.07, with six five-wicket hauls. In contrast, the
rest of India's fast bowlers have managed only
80 wickets at an average of 33.48, with one fifer,
according to ESPNcricinfo. Bumrah once again
emerged as a one-man army for India, register-
ing a five-wicket haul to achieve a slender lead
of six runs over England at the end of the second
session, bundling them out for 465 runs. With
his latest performance, Bumrah now has 12 five-
wicket hauls in away Tests, equalling the leg-
endary Kapil Dev, but in nearly half the matches
(Bumrah in 34, Kapil in 66). Notably, Bumrah
has five four-wicket hauls in Australia, three in
England, three each in England and South
Africa, and two in the West Indies. Only two of
his five-wicket hauls have come in India. This is
Bumrah's 10 five-wicket haul in SENA nations,
becoming the first-ever Indian to touch this fig-
ure. Two more five-wicket hauls will take him
above Pakistan legend Wasim Akram (11 SENA
fifers). Bumrah has taken This is Bumrah's 10th
five-wicket haul in SENA nations, becoming the
first-ever Indian to touch this figure. Two more
five-wicket hauls will take him above Pakistan
legend Wasim Akram (11 SENA fifers). Bumrah
has taken 210 test wickets in just 46 matches, at
an average of 19.33 and economy of 2.77 with
best figures of 6/27. (ANI)

"I haven't seen any of that":
Hazlewood responds to
Mitchell Johnson's harsh
criticism after WTC loss
NEW DELHI [INDIA] :
Australian pacer Josh
Hazlewood and spinner Nathan
Lyon responded to ex Aussie
pacer Mitchell Johnson's harsh
criticism of the team's bowling
attack following their ICC World
Test Championship (WTC) loss
and Hazlewood defended his
move to play in the Indian
Premier Leagur (IPL) days
before the marquee clash
against South Africa.

After Australia's five-wicket
defeat to South Africa in the
World Test Championship
(WTC) final, earlier in this
month, former Australian veter-
an seamer Johnson used his col-
umn in The West Australian
newspaper to question Aussie
fast bowler Josh Hazlewood and
spinner Nathan Lyon.

South Africa has won its
first-ever world title in interna-
tional cricket. This is also the
country's second ICC trophy
after the ICC Knockout 1998.
Also, Australia skipper Pat
Cummins' golden run as a cap-
tain, which started with the
retention of the Ashes series
against England and was fol-
lowed by an incredible WTC
mace and 50-over World Cup
wins over India, came to a halt.

"We've seen concerns about
Hazlewood's fitness in recent
years, and his decision to priori-
tise returning to the delayed
Indian Premier League over his
national team preparations
raised eyebrows," Johnson
wrote in The West Australian.
"Lyon didn't look his best on day
three either," Mitchell Johnson
had written, as quoted from the
Sydney Morning Herald.

"Our successful 'big four'
bowling attack of Mitchell Starc,
Josh Hazlewood, Pat Cummins
and Nathan Lyon can't be taken
for granted as a lock going for-
ward either," he added.

Johnson felt that if veteran
players stick around just for the
Ashes (happening later this year
from November) as a send-off, it
does beg the question of
whether that's the right mind-
set.

"If veteran players are stick-
ing around just for the Ashes as
a send-off, it does beg the ques-
tion of whether that's the right
mindset. It's crucial that we
embrace the future and build
confidence in selecting our next
Test players."I'm not being
overly critical of an ageing team
which has achieved plenty

together ... but it's essential to
consider when the right time is
to make some tough calls," he
added.

Hazlewood, who was man-
aging a minor shoulder injury
before the IPL was postponed,
chose to return to India and
resume commitments for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru instead
of heading straight to London
before the WTC final.

Speaking as quoted by the
Sydney Morning Herald,
Hazlewood said he hasn't seen
any of Johnson's column, and
said IPL was the best place to
get ready for any type of cricket
that is coming up.

"I haven't seen any of that, to
be honest," Hazlewood told the
newspaper when asked about
Johnson's column ahead of
Australia's opening Test against
the West Indies on Wednesday.
"We know what's going on in
inside our rooms. It seemed far
and away the best place to get
ready for any type of cricket
that was coming up. The weath-
er was definitely a factor as
well. Just getting over there and
playing intense competition like
that, it's hard to replicate in
training," he added.

Hazlewood told about his
preparation before the WTC
Final. He said it was raining in
Sydney, and Brisbane was very
wet; he felt India was the best
place to bowl.

"Sydney, it was raining, and I
had literally nowhere to bowl. I
got to Brisbane for three or four
days, and it was very wet. We
were lucky to get on. I just
thought the best place to bowl
was India. We were still in the
competition, we were going to
play semis (in IPL), and I was
going to be there for 10 days."

Hazlewood believed he's
bowling well in all the three for-
mats, and he is relaxed at the
moment about his cricket.

"I mean, if you look at the
numbers, it probably suggests
so as well," Hazlewood said.
"I feel quite relaxed at the
moment about my crick-
et. The ball is coming
out nicely in all the for-
mats. I feel like I'm
adjusting and hitting
good lengths,"
Hazlewood added.

Lyon, Australia's
most successful off-spin-
ner, went wicketless in the
WTC finals at the Home of
Cricket, Lord's. He emphasised

that the team's positions are not
guaranteed and that the compe-
tition among players is high,
with younger players challeng-
ing the senior players.

"Regarding 'Johnno', there's
nothing really to be said there.
We never take any of our posi-
tions for granted. There's that
much competition within the
squad ... and guys putting the
senior players under pressure,"
Nathan Lyon said.

He said no one is planning
for a farewell match or tour; all
the players are playing for he
betterment of Australian cricket
and to win matches.

"There's no one planning a
farewell tour or anything like
that. I don't see there's a reason
why the guys can't keep going
for a number of years. They're
only doing that for the better-
ment of Australian cricket. We
want to play in games, we want
to win games."

Lyon admitted that the loss
to South Africa in the WTC
finals still stings, despite their
pride in reaching the final. He
acknowledged they were out-
played and that it was a tough
loss to accept.

"That [loss to South Africa]
does still sting a fair bit, to be
honest with you. We're really
proud of the last two years that
we've had to reach the final.
Everyone says how hard finals
are to reach, but we got out-
played. And that's a disappoint-
ing part of it. A tough pill to
swallow," Lyon added.

Australia will be touring the
West Indies from June 25
onwards. The first Test of the
three-match series will be held
in Barbados. It will mark the
start of Australia's ICC World
Test Championship (WTC)
2025-27 cycle after its loss to
South Africa in the final of the
2023-25 WTC cycle. 

A milestone-heavy, chart-climbing Test series against
West Indies awaits Australia's iconic bowling quartet

AFTER
AUSTRALIA'S 

SFIVE-WICKET DEFEAT
TO SOUTH AFRICA IN THE

WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP
(WTC) FINAL, EARLIER IN THIS
MONTH, FORMER AUSTRALIAN

VETERAN SEAMER JOHNSON USED
HIS COLUMN IN THE WEST

AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPER TO
QUESTION AUSSIE FAST

BOWLER JOSH HAZLEWOOD
AND SPINNER NATHAN

LYON.

Former world No. 1
Kidambi Srikanth to lead
India in US Open 2025

Ishan Kishan scores fiery 87 on County
Championship debut for Nottinghamshire


