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Morning India

ED seizes Delhi govt files,
over 300 passhooks in
classroom 'scam’ searches

MI News Service, New Delhi : More than
300 passbooks, linked to mule bank ac-
counts opened in the names of labourers,
have been seized through which Delhi gov-
ernment funds sourced from the classroom-
construction "scam" during the previous
AAP regime were "diverted", the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) said on Friday.

The federal probe agency conducted
searches in connection with the case at 37
locations in Delhi on June 18.

The AAP had termed the ED action a
"desperate" attempt to divert public atten-
tion and asserted that the allegations
against its leaders were "politically moti-
vated". The ED case, filed under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
stems from an FIR registered by the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB) of Delhi on April
30 against Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders
and former ministers in the cabinet of chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal -- Manish Sisodia,
Satyendar Jain and some others.

Sisodia, 53, held the finance and edu-
cation portfolios in the previous AAP govern-
ment in the national capital and Jain, 60,
was in-charge of the public works depart-
ment and some other ministries.

An ED statement said the agency offi-
cials have "unearthed substantial incrimi-
nating evidence from the premises of a
private contractor".

"Among the materials seized were
original departmental files belonging to the
Government of National Capital Territory of
Delhi, as well as rubber stamps bearing the
names and designations of officials from the
Public Works Department (PWD)," it said.

The officials also found that "322 bank
passbooks linked to mule accounts (used for
transacting illicit funds) opened in the
names of labourers used to divert govern-
ment funds under the guise of legitimate
transactions”. Some "forged" letterheads of
private contractors and shell entities, which
were used to generate fake procurement
records and fictitious purchase bills, were
also seized during the raids.

The ED said the case pertains to finan-
cial "misappropriation" exceeding Rs 2,000
crore in the construction of 12,748 addi-
tional classrooms by the PWD between 2015
and 2023.  Despite an initial requirement
for 2,405 classrooms, the project scope
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US visa is a privilege, not a
right, its screening doesn't

stop after it is issued

MI News Service, New Delhi : A US visa is
"a privilege, not a right", its screening does
not stop after a visa has been issued and au-
thorities may revoke it if one breaks the law,
the American embassy said here on Thurs-
day.

In a brief statement, the US Embassy
also said using illegal drugs or breaking any
US laws while on a student or visitor visa
can make one ineligible for future US visas.

The statement was shared on the X han-
dle of the embassy.

It said “U.S. national security is our top
priority. All types of U.S. visas undergo ex-
tensive security screening including checks
against law enforcement and counterterror-
ism databases. Visas won’t be issued until all
security screenings are fully resolved. Pro-
hibiting travel to those who might pose a
threat is key to protecting U.S. citizens at
home”. It furtehr added that “Security vet-
ting continues even after a visa is granted.
Visa holders must comply with U.S. laws and
immigration regulations, or risk visa revo-
cation and removal. The U.S. government
has launched a coordinated interagency ef-
fort to combat fraud and end illegal migra-
tion. Those found guilty of visa fraud will
face permanent bans from entering the
United States”.

ADB, World Bank approve
loans worth USD 1.5 billion
to Bangladesh

MI News Service, Dhaka : In orderto help
the Bangladesh government reform its
banking sector, fight climate change and
take up a number of development projects,
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the
World Bank (WB) have jointlyapproved a
massive loans worth USD 1.5 billion to the
country. Informing this here on Friday in-
formed sources said the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) had approved a USD 900 million
loan, of which USD 500 million will support
efforts to stabilise and reform the country’s
banking sector, while the remaining USD
400 million will promote climate-resilient
and inclusive development initiatives, In ad-
dition the USD 500 million policy-based loan
aims to strengthen the governance, asset
quality and stability within Bangladesh's
banking system, the sources quoting an ADB
statement said .Separately, the ADB also ap-
proved a USD 400 million loan for the sec-
ond phase of the Climate-Resilient Inclusive
Development Programme (CRIDP) aimed at
supporting Bangladesh's efforts to adapt to
climate change, cut emissions and foster in-
clusive economic growth.

Also on Friday, the World Bank has ap-
proved USD 640 million for two projects
aimed at enhancing gas supply and improv-
ing air quality in Bangladesh.

With the ADB and WB approvals,
Bangladesh is set to receive more than USD
1.5 billion -- a development that will ease
the continued strain on its foreign currency
reserves.

TMC slams opposition after Calcutta HC stays
relief scheme for sacked non-teaching staff

MI News Service, Kolkata: The rul-
ing Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal reiterating its full respect
for the judiciaryhas strongly crit-
icised the opposition parties for al-
legedly "denying humanitarian
relief" to thousands of non-teach-
ing staff who lost their jobs after
the Supreme Court quashed the
2016 recruitment process, calling
the move by the opposition parties
“inhumane.”

The remarks came immedi-
ately after the Calcutta High Court
restrained the West Bengal gov-
ernment from implementing a
scheme that sought to provide
monetary support to sacked Group
C and D staff until September 26 or

until further orders, whichever is
earlier.

Justice Amrita Sinha passed
the interim order on petitions chal-
lenging the State's proposal to pay

25,000 to each affected Group C
employee and 20,000 to each
Group D staff member. The court
had reserved its verdict on June 9,
2025.

The State Government has
been asked to file its affidavit in
Opposition within four weeks, and
the petitioners have been given a
further two weeks to respond.

Responding to the court's
order, TMC spokesperson and sen-
ior Party leader Kunal Ghosh al-
leged that certain political

elements were "deriving mon-
strous glee" from the misfortune of
those who lost their livelihoods.

Following the SC directive,
more than 26,000 people have lost
their jobs, bringing monstrous glee
to some. It was our compassionate
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
who stood by the affected and de-
cided to extend some financial as-
sistance to them  purely om
humanatarian ground," Mr. Ghosh
said.

He noted that while a review
petition is currently under way in
the Supreme Court, a new recruit-
ment process has also been initi-
ated in compliance with the apex
court's judgment.

"In SC's respect, a recruitment
process was also initiated. Addi-
tionally, relief was arranged on hu-
manitarian grounds by the CM for
Group C and Group D employees
who lost their livelihood. There
was opposition to that, and Cal-
cutta HC Justice Amrita Sinha is-
sued a stay on that as well," Ghosh
added.

We will follow a legal recourse,
but we will also identify who moves
courts and get these inhumane or-
ders," he said, launching a veiled
attack on Opposition leaders who
have publicly supported the legal
challenges to the scheme.

The West Bengal Government
had earlier launched the scheme to

provide "limited livelihood, support
and social security on humanitar-
ian grounds" on a temporary basis,
and made it subject to the orders
of any competent court.

The initiative came after nearly
26,000 teaching and non-teaching
staff in government-aided and
sponsored schools were dismissed
following a Supreme Court judg-
ment that held the 2016 recruit-
ment process conducted by the
West Bengal School Service Com-
mission to be tainted.

The ruling TMC had defended
the relief package as a stop-gap
measure to support distressed
families until fresh appointments
could be made.
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arrive at a public meeting. in Siwan, Bihar.

Modi govt looks into health sector
with holistic mind, remarks Amit Shah

MI News Service, Bengaluru :
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has once again lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his government for its
"holistic" approach towards
addressing the wide ranging
health issues for the benefit of
general public and the poor.
Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Adichunchanagiri Uni-
versity (ACU)  Bengaluru
campus on Friday Shah said
"Our leader and PM Modi had
said several years ago in Gu-
jarat that poverty's biggest
issue is illness, and the cost of
treatment; the administration
has to provide for the treat-
ment of illness for the poor. I
can say with pride today that
Modi, when he became the
Prime Minister, has fulfilled it

by providing 60 crore poor
with free treatment up to Rs 5
lakh each," Shah said.

The Modi Government has
addressed the problem of
health with a holistic view,
with initiatives like building
toilets in about 12 crore houses
through the Fit India move-
ment, Yoga Day, Mission In-
dradanush, Poshan Abhiyaan,
Ayushman Bharat, and Bhar-
tiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana,
the Home minister said.

“In a way, it is being en-
sured that a citizen doesn’t fall
ill from the time he/she is in
the mother’s womb until the
person becomes a complete
citizen, and in case the person
is ill, he takes treatment with-
out paying a higher price for
it,” he added. Major efforts

were taken to increase the
number of doctors in the coun-
try, Shah said. In 2014, the
country had 7 AIIMS, and
today there are 23 AIIMS, and
the number of medical colleges
has increased from 387 to 780.
There were 51,000 MBBS
seats then (2014); today it is
1,18,000, and the number of
PG seats was 31,000; today it is
74,000. So, 1,18,000 MBBS
doctors and 74,000 double
graduate doctors are coming
out every year in the country,”
he added. Union Minister of
Heavy Industries and Steel
H.D. Kumaraswamy,
Minister of State for Railways
and Jal Shakti V. Somanna,
and Nirmalanandanatha Ma-
haswamiji of the Adichun-
chanagiri Math were present.

Union

President Droupadi Murmu turns 67; Vice President,
PIv, CM Mamata Banerjee extend hlrthday wishes

MI News Service, New
Delhi : Thoudsands of peo-
ple from across the nation
and abroad including Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar,Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, West Ben-
gal Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee and several ot-
gher dignitaries extended
Birthday greetings to Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu
who turned 67 on Friday.

They also lauded her
work to empower the
downtrodden.

President Murmu was
born on June 20, 1958 at
Uparbeda  village in
Odisha's tribal dominated
Mayurbhanj district . She
was sworn in as the 15th
president of India on July
25, 2022, making her the
country's first tribal head
of state. On her birthday
today,the President, who is
currently on a three-day
visit to Uttarakhand,went
round an institute for per-
sons with visual disabili-
ties. At a function there,
she asserted that govern-
ment policies are designed
to empower people with
disabilities and provide
them equal opportunities
to grow.

In her address at the
Institute the President said
"India's history is full of in-

stances of human kindness
and inclusiveness," as a
group of visually impaired
children sang a song to
wish her on her birthday.
"I could not hold back
my tears. They were
singing so beautifully. They
were singing from their

heart," President Murmu
said.

Extending  birthday
wishes, Vice President
Dhankhar said Murmu's
extraordinary journey

from humble beginnings to
the highest constitutional
office, epitomising mod-
esty, simplicity and sublim-
ity, reflects the true spirit
of our democracy. "She has
consistently set the highest
standards throughout her
journey in public service,
as MLA, Governor and now
as the President of the
largest democracy—a
legacy worth emulation. I
was honoured to person-
ally greet her yesterday at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. May
this birthday bring her
abundant health, happi-
ness and joy, and may the
Almighty bless her with
continued strength to
serve our nation," Vice
President Dhankar said in
a post on X.

Prime Minister Modi
also extended birthday

greetings to the President
and said her life, leader-
ship continue to inspire
crores of people across the
country.

"Her unwavering com-
mitment to public service,
social justice and inclusive
development are a beacon
of hope and strength for
everyone. She has always
worked to empower the
poor and downtrodden.
May she be blessed with a
long and healthy life in
service of the people," the
Prime minister said.

Murmu thanked
vice president and
prime minister for
birthday wishes.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said Murmu's
steadfast commitment to
social justice, empower-
ment of the poor and inclu-
sive growth continues to
inspire the nation.

External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar also con-
veyed his greetings in a
post on X, saying she is a
"great inspiration” for the
country. Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan
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Israel-Iran conflict : Iran to open alrspace for return of stranded Indians

MI News Service, New Delhi,
/ Tel Aviv / Tehran : Israel
and Iran exchanged hugely
powerful strikes at each
other even a week into their
war on Friday as new diplo-
matic efforts appeared to be
underway.

According to diplomatic
sources, Iran’s Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi is
headed to Geneva for meet-
ings with the FEuropean
Union’s top diplomat and
counterparts from the United
Kingdom, France and Ger-
many.

Meanwhile, despite es-
calating hostilities, Iran as a

good gesture has opened it’s
closed airspace exclusively
for India’s emergency evacu-
ation efforts. As part of Op-
eration Sindhu, at least
1,000 Indian  students
stranded in various Iranian
cities are set to return to
Delhi over the weekend.

Iranian Deputy Chief of
Mission Javad Hosseini said
that Iran is cooperating with
India to bring back about
1,000 Indian nationals by
three special flights, begin-
ning tonight.

The Israeli military said
that Iran used a missile with
multiple warheads, posing a

new challenge to its de-
fences. Instead of having to
track one warhead, missiles

w1th multiple Warheads can
pose a more difficult chal-
lenge for air defence sys-

tems, like Israel’s Iron Dome

A week of Israeli strikes
on Iran has killed at least
657 people and wounded
2,037 others, the Washing-
ton-based group Human
Rights Activists said Friday..

The price of Brent oil slid
while Europe’s major stock
markets rebounds as con-
cerns over a war escalation
in Iran eases.

Brent drops more than
2%, weighing on the share
prices of energy majors,
after U.S. President Donald
Trump said that he would
decide whether to join Is-
rael’s strikes on Iran within

the next two weeks.

Iran’s President
Pezeshkian said Iran has to
provide a definitive guaran-
tee to end the adventures of
“Zionist terrorists” forever.
He also added that the only
way to end ‘imposed war is
to unconditionally stop
enemy’s aggression.” This
comes as Israeli military re-
portedly attacked multiple
facilities in Iran in overnight
strikes, including the head-
quarters of a key nuclear
weapons development site.
The International
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1 MI News Service, Jammu
: Jammu and Kashmir

maiden journey on the

Abdullah, undertook a

Omar Abdullah on Fri-

CM Omar Abdullah, Farooq Abdullah travel on Vande Bharat from Srinagar

Chlef Minister Omar Ab-
dullah and his father Fa-
rooq Abdullah, travelled
on the recently-inaugu-
rated Vande Bharat train
from Srinagar to Katra
on Thursday and were
received by National
Conference leaders and
workers here.

| Omar, accompanied
by the NC chief and his
advisor Nasir Aslam
Wani, arrived at the
Katra railway station
this morning, officials
said.

On June 10, Farooq
Abdullah made his

train from Srinagar to
Katra and said he was
overwhelmed to see
Kashmir finally getting
connected to the coun-
try's rail network.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra-Sri-
nagar Vande Bharat Ex-
press on June 6 during
his visit to Jammu and
Kashmir, after visiting
the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra station.
Today’s tour comes
nine days after the Chief
minister’s father cum
party president Farooq

similar journey on the
semi-high-speed train.

This Srinagar -
Katra Vande Bharat Ex-
press, currently operates
six days a week between
the Kashmir Valley and
Katra via Banihal. The
service has seen high de-
mand since its launch.

Earlier, at the official
launch event, Omar Ab-
dullah had described the
train service as a long-
awaited development,
noting that it fulfilled
long-standing plans left
unrealised during British
rule.

J Chief Minister

day inaugurated an out-
reach office called
'Raabta’ here to ensure
efficient grievance re-
dressal and informed de-
cision-making through
data-driven monitoring
and strategic communi-
cation.

Derived from Arabic,
Raabta is an Urdu word
and it means connection.

Accompanied by
Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary, Ab-
dullah inaugurated the
Chief Minister's Public
Service and Outreach Of-
fice at Canal Road in
Jammu.
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2 held for duping jewellery shop
owner with fake gold in Haringhata

MI News Service, Nadia:
Two persons were arrested
on Wednesday for allegedly
cheating a jeweller by sell-
ing him counterfeit gold or-
naments worth over 3
lakh at Jamunapar under
Haringhata police station
in Nadia district.According
to police, on June 13, the
accused had approached a
jewellery shop and sold or-
naments weighing around
24 grams, claiming them to
be 22-carat gold. The shop
owner, after a routine
check, purchased the items
for 3 lakh. The shop
owner said, " Four persons
came to my shop including
a female. One of them was
a little known to me. They
told that they would go to
Bangalore for treatment
and that's why they want

to sell the golden bangles. I
generally don't buy gold in
this way. But on compas-
sionate ground, [ pur-
chased the gold
bangles."On June 18, the
same duo returned to the
shop with another pair of
bangles  (approximately
46g) and a broken orna-
ment (24g), along with fake
gold purity certificates.

Sensing irregularities, the
jeweller decided to con-
duct a proper assay of the
earlier items.Tests re-
vealed that the ornaments
were gold-plated fakes
containing hidden copper
balls and metal cores. Re-
alising the fraud, the shop-
keeper locked the duo
inside his shop and in-
formed police. Police

rushed the shop. Subse-
quently he lodged a com-
plaint that day (on June
19).Following a prompt in-
vestigation, police arrested
both the accused on the
same day. The arrested
were identified as Debraj
Dutta, a resident of
Khardah, and Imtadul
Mondal alias Bishu from
Duttapara, Haringhata.Ac-
cording to the shop own-
ers, during first day saling
the bungles, 4 persons
came including a female
from Baguihati. "She is the
main culprit, " the shop
owner added.Further in-
vestigation by police is un-
derway to ascertain if the
duo is linked to similar of-
fences elsewhere and who
are the associated behind
the miscreations.
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Financial Awareness
Conclave

Policy. Partnership. Progress I

20th June 2025, Kolkata:
Zonal Manager Sri Jagat
Singh Tolia is giving speech
in the Financial Awareness
Conclave event, organized
by Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce. He specially high-
lighted on the main topic of
the event Transforming
MSME through Finance. He
also mentioned LIC's posi-
tive role in this regard. For-
mer Finance Secretary Mr.
Sumit Bose and many other
distinguished persons were
present at the event.

BCC organises
Financial
Awareness
Conclave

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Shri Jagat Singh Tolia,
Zonal Manager, Eastern
Zone, Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India, speaking
at the Financial Awareness
Conclave organized by
Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries.Shri
Tolia, highlighted the main
theme of the event- Trans-
forming MSME through Fi-
nance. He also mentioned
the positive role of LIC in
this regard. Former Fi-
nance Secretary Mr. Sumit
Bose and many other emi-
nent personalities were
present at the event.

Just 6 months after
wedding, ‘Nightie’ clue
leads to tragic end

MI News Service, Howrah:
Tragedy struck in Belur as
the body of 26-year-old
Alankita  Sinha, also
known as Megha, was
found hanging at her in-
laws' residence in the Go-
labari area of Howrah on
Thursday just  six
months after her marriage
to Shubham Ghosh.

Both Alankita and
Shubham were IT profes-
sionals working in Salt
Lake, where their relation-
ship began. Following ap-
proval from both families,
the couple tied the knot.
However, Alankita’s family
alleges that marital life
soon turned turbulent. Ac-
cording to the victim’s fa-
ther, Alankita was
repeatedly harassed by
her in-laws, barred from
speaking to her family, and
was not allowed to visit her
parental home. The family
also claims there were dis-
putes regarding the wed-
ding gifts. Adding to the
suspicions, Alankita’s rela-
tives allege she had re-
cently learned of her
husband's extramarital re-
lationship. She had report-
edly told her family that
Shubham had bought inti-
mate clothing for another
woman — a revelation that
may have escalated ten-
sions between the couple.

Juyel Sarkar wins Silver for India
in Asia Cup Archery Team Event

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Under the initiative of West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, eight acade-
mies—Football,  Archery,

Table Tennis, Tennis, Rifle |

Shooting, Badminton, Swim-

student of the Bengal
Archery Academy in Jhar-
gram. Today, at the Asia Cup
Stage 2 held in Singapore,
the Indian team won silver in
the Recurve Team Event,
with Juyel Sarkar being one

2 snatchers arrested, 3 gold chains recover in
Kalyani, mlscreants taken to police remand

MI News Service, Kalyani :

Due to snatching, the
morning walking women in
Nadia's Kalyani turned fear
to come out. Amid the situ-
ation, the Kalyani police
launched a tight Naka
Checking and arrested 2
snatchers who were found
outsiders. Investigation has
been going on to find the
other associates, the Addi-
tional SP, ( HQ), Siddharth
Dhapola said.According to
ASP, in Kalyani, three
back-to-back incidents of
gold chain snatching took
place targeting elderly
women during morning
walks. The attackers used
to throw chilli powder into
the eyes of the victims and
fled on a black motorcycle
without a number plate
after snatching gold chains

CCTV analysis and check-
points, leading to the arrest
of two suspects, on 15 June
while they were allegedly
preparing to strike again.
The suspects are now in
police remand. 3 gold
chains have been seized
from them.Debasish
Panda, the IC, Kalyani said
that the especial naka was
arranged by a dedicated

They arrested the two mis-
creants.However, the ac-
cused  persons  were
identified as Ahid Mondal
of Amdanga, and Sukhen
Mondal of Jethia, both in
North 24 Parganas.A police
sources said that recently
three snatching took place.
While one incident hap-
pened at Kalyani B -15
area on May 19, the next

snatching occurred at Cen-
tral Park area on June 9.
Police were keeping a tight
watch and on June 15, the
personnel observed two
youth on a bike without a
number plate were loiter-
ing with suspicion. Police
intercepted, interrogated
and their replies were un-
satisfactory. The duo were
taken to police station and
next phase interrogation
took place. On pressure,
they confessed their crime
of 3 snatchings mentioned
above.Subsequently police
recovered three  gold
chains from them. They
were produced in Kalyani
court on June 18. The TI
parad also done. Conse-
quently police took them
for 5 days' remand. The
more investigation is under

from their necks.Kalyani team under the leadership snatching happened at B-1 progress, Additional SP,
Police responded with of police officer Rajkumar. area on May 23 and the last ~ Siddharth Dhapola said.
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ming, and Women's Football—have been
established. The students of these acade-
mies have consistently brought success to
the state and the nation in the field of
sports.Adding another feather to this
crown of achievements is Juyel Sarkar, a

of the key members of the team.Heartfelt
congratulations to Juyel Sarkar, the
coaches and officials of the Bengal Archery
Academy, the players of the Indian archery
team, and the coaches and officials of
Team India for this remarkable success.
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Ananda Marga Umversal Bellef Team (AMUBT/AMUBTEL) bas distributed sarees to about

100 poor families in and around the Ananda Marga Ashram, at Vip Nagar, in Kolkata.

Bharat Sevashram Sangha distributes tailoring
machmes to empower rural communities

part of the same program,
wheelchairs were also dis-
tributed to specially-abled
individuals.The tailoring
machines were handed
over at a special ceremony
held at the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha head-
quarters in Ballygunge,

Kolkata. The machines
were  distributed by
Swami Biswatmananda
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MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a commendable initia-
tive aimed at empowering
poor and underprivileged
individuals in rural areas,
Bharat Sevashram Sangha
has been providing train-
ing in tailoring, handi-
crafts, and other
vocational skills across

various villages.To help
trainees become self-re-
liant and earn a livelihood
after completing their
training at  different
branch centers of the
Sangha, tailoring ma-
chines were distributed
with the support of the
State Bank of India.As

Maharaj, General Secre-
tary of the Sangha.The
event was also attended
by Soumen Kumar Roy,
Assistant General Man-
ager of the State Bank of
India, and Amarnath
Naskar, Chief Manager
(HR & Admin), SBI
Kolkata.

SC women workers st&ge a protest march ﬁ'om Subodh Mallick Square to Dharmatala, fol-
lowed by the submission of deputations at Nabanna and Raj Bhavan, in Kolkata on Friday.

"Kesari: Chapter 2" Hindi movie insults Bengali
revolutionaries, protests Bangla Paksha

Kotak Securities introduces Kotak Stockshaala - A free
Multilingual Video and Text based learning platform

MI News Service, Kolkata : Kotak Securi-
ties, one of India’s leading brokerage
house, has announced the launch of Kotak
Stockshaala - a free multilingual learning
platform offering capital market education
to investors and traders across the country.
The platform, also accessible via Kotak
Neo App, offers learning in two formats.
Video-Based Courses: Three structured
courses featuring short, snackable chap-
ters that cover both basic and advanced
concepts. These are currently available in
Hinglish. To be launched in English soon.
Text-Based Courses: Five comprehensive
courses divided into over 200 easy-to-un-
derstand chapters, available in English and
Hindi. Additional regional languages will
be introduced soon. With over 4.92 crore
active demat accounts in India as of March
2025, there is a growing need for struc-
tured, practical learning solutions. Kotak
Stockshaala addresses this demand by of-
fering high-quality, accessible content on
financial literacy and capital markets to
aspiring market participants from across
the diverse landscape of India. Speaking
on the launch of the innovative learning
platform, Shripal Shah, MD and CEO,
Kotak Securities, has emphasized that, "At
Kotak Securities, we believe that financial
empowerment begins with knowledge.
With the launch of Kotak Stockshaala, our
new learning platform—featuring free,
comprehensive video and text-based con-
tent—we’re making investing education
accessible to every Indian, regardless of
their background or experience. Our goal

is to nurture confident investors by break-
ing down complex concepts into easy, en-
gaging lessons that anyone can understand
and apply." Kotak Stockshaala is designed
to democratize capital market knowledge,
enabling every investor and trader to
deepen their understanding and enhance
their investment journey. The firm aims to
expand the platform to include 10 courses
by the end of the year. Ashish Nanda,
President and Chief Digital Business Offi-
cer, Kotak Securities, says, “In today’s dy-
namic financial landscape, continuous
learning is not just an advantage—it’s a ne-
cessity. Our new platform is designed to
serve both newcomers and seasoned
traders. For beginners, we offer struc-
tured, easy-to-understand content to build
a strong foundation. For experienced
traders, we plan to create advanced mod-
ules to refine strategies and stay ahead of
market trends. This initiative reflects our
commitment to empowering every investor
with the knowledge they need to succeed.”
The learning module is designed for begin-
ner, intermediate and advanced levels cov-
ering the entire spectrum of financial
literacy and capital markets for investors
and traders.Kotak Stockshaala is open and
accessible to all at: https:/www.kotaksecu-
rities.com/stockshaala/ Video courses are
also available on the Kotak Stockshaala
YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@KotakStock-
shaala For daily learning tips, follow Kotak
Stockshaala on Instagram: https:/www.in-
stagram.com/kotakstockshaala/

TMC Leader rushes to cops after ‘The Bengal Files’ teaser

MI News Service, Baharampur: Contro-
versy has erupted even before the release
of Vivek Agnihotri’s upcoming film ‘The
Bengal Files’, scheduled to hit theatres on
September 5. A formal police complaint
has been lodged against the filmmaker in
Baharampur, sparking fresh political and
cultural debate. Biplob Kundu, deputy
head of the Trinamool Congress-run
Bhakuri Gram Panchayat, filed a written
complaint at Baharampur Police Station
on Wednesday night. He accused Agni-
hotri — known for controversial films like
The Tashkent Files and The Kashmir Files
— of promoting hate speech and allegedly
insulting Hindu deities through the teaser
of The Bengal File. According to Biplob
Kundu, the teaser—widely circulated on

social media—contains inflammatory lan-
guage that could disrupt communal har-
mony and hurt religious sentiments. He
demanded immediate legal action against
both the director and producer. The
teaser features well-known Bengali actors
Mithun Chakraborty, Saurabh Das, and
Shashwat Chatterjee, and has already
sparked heated discussions across politi-
cal and cinematic circles in Bengal. With
tensions mounting and the film still weeks
away from release, the controversy
threatens to deepen in the coming days.
Despite repeated controversies surround-
ing his past projects, Agnihotri appears
undeterred, once again placing himself at
the center of national debate with ‘The
Bengal Files’.

NURUL ISLAM KHAN

A Hindi movie titled "Kesari: Chapter 2"
has intentionally distorted the bright his-
tory of the armed struggle of India's free-
dom struggle and the identity and role of
the brave Bengali freedom fighters, pre-
senting a fabricated and false
history,claimed Bangla Paksha. A protest
meeting of the organization was held at
the Ranuchaya Manch of Rabindra Sadan
on Thursday. The top leader of the organ-
ization said that the lead actor of the cin-
ema, Akshay Kumar, has insulted history
by distorting the name of Bengali revolu-
tionaries like Khudiram Bose as Singh. He
said that the aim of BJP and Bollywood is
the same, to erase the history of Bengalis.
Similarly, in the cinema it has been shown
that two revolutionary British policemen
"Barindra Kumar” tried to kill Kingsford
by bombing them, and that "Kripan
Singh" trained them to make bombs,
which is a crime under the law. He thinks
that in India's freedom struggle, it is a
part of the conspiracy of Hindi imperial-
ists to erase the role of the brave Bengali.
He gave an example and said that the
brave Bengali Khudiram Bose and his
other Bengali companion Prafulla Chaki
tried to kill District judge Kingsford by
throwing a bomb. In the Hindi movie in
question, Bose is played by Singh and Pra-
fulla Chaki's name is not mentioned at all.
He presented history that the bombs were
supplied to them by Hemchandra Ka-
nungo, who learned bomb making from
Europe and set up a bomb making work-
shop for armed revolution in the Mu-
raripukur area of Kolkata. His comments
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highlighted the attempt to kill Kingsford
and the Muraripukur bomb case - two sig-
nificant and important events in the his-
tory of the freedom struggle. Other
leaders of the organization said that this
conspiracy is to make people forget the
history of the anti-British freedom strug-
gle of India, especially the brilliant role of
the Bengalis.

Even before it, Bollywood had por-
trayed brave martyrs like Khudiram Bose
in the "Abhay 2" series as a criminal and
a terrorist. The Bangla Paksha then had
given a legal notice to Zee5 and protested
at Zeeb's office in Salt Lake. Later, Zee5
was forced to apologize and remove that
part.

The organization clearly said that they
will not accept this insult to Bengalis. It
would be a sin to accept the insult to Ben-
gali freedom fighters. It is the responsibil-
ity of every Bengali to protest. The
organization has demanded that the mak-
ers of the movie "Kesari: Chapter 2" apol-
ogize and change those scenes and
apologize publicly.

Seminar on Safai Karamchari issues held in Rishra

MI News Service, Hooghly: A seminar ad-
dressing the issues faced by Safai Karam-
charis (sanitation workers) and discussing
future action plans was organized at
Ambedkar Bhavan in Ward No. 2 of
Rishra Municipality by the Safai Karam-
chari Mahasangh (Scheduled
Caste).The event was graced
by Tanmoy Chakraborty,
President of the Self Employ-
ment Scheme, Government
of West Bengal, as the Chief
Guest. Other distinguished
attendees included E.V. Raju,
President of the Dalit Bandhu Welfare and
Development Board under the BCW De-
partment, West Bengal; Mritunjoy Mallik,
National President of the Mahasangh,
who delivered the keynote address; and
Jyoti Das, Ward Councillor. Brahmadev
Ravidas, State President of the Safai

Karamchari Mahasangh, was also pres-
ent.The programme commenced with flo-
ral tributes to the statue of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, following which speakers ad-
dressed the long-standing challenges
faced by Safai Karamcharis and urged the
government to take immedi-
ate action.In his remarks,
Brahmadev Ravidas high-
lighted that while there are
lakhs of Safai Karamcharis
across the state, over 400
sanitation workers are en-
gaged in Rishra alone. De-
spite their dedicated service, they
continue to suffer from inadequate
salaries and lack of post-retirement ben-
efits. He pointed out that these workers,
who carry out vital cleaning duties with
sincerity and commitment, deserve fair
compensation and dignity.

MI News Service, Kath-
mandu: The declaration of
the Second International
Mother Tongue Journalist
Conference, recently held
in Kathmandu, was for-
mally handed over to
Bangladesh Ambassador
to Nepal, Md Shafiqur
Rahman.A delegation com-
prising  representatives
from the SAARC Journalist
Forum (SJF) and the Na-
tional Forum for Newar
Journalists (NFNJ)—co-or-
ganisers of the confer-
ence—visited the
Bangladesh Embassy in
Kathmandu to present the
declaration during a cour-
tesy call on the ambassa-
dor.The delegation

included SJF Central Pres-
ident Raju Lama, Secre-
tary General Md Abdur
Rahman, NFNJ President
Nripendra Lal Shrestha,
SJF Bangladesh Chapter
leader Rafiqul Islam Azad,
and NFNJ leader Prajit
Shakya.The declaration
outlined key resolutions
and commitments focusing
on the promotion of lin-
guistic diversity, cross-bor-
der media collaboration,
and protection of journal-
ists working in mother
tongues throughout the
South Asian region.The
conference, held on June
13-14, brought together
over 100 journalists, in-
cluding more than 50 par-
ticipants from SAARC
nations, and was organ-
ised to commemorate 101
years of mother tongue
journalism.

Fake Gold Loan Scam
Worth X3 Crore
Busted in Tarakeswar,
Four Arrested

MI News Service,
Tarakeswar: A major gold
loan fraud racket involving
specially crafted fake jew-
elry has been uncovered by
Tarakeswar Police, leading
to the arrest of four individ-
uals. The accused allegedly
duped multiple banks of
over 3 crore by securing
loans against counterfeit
gold ornaments. The inves-
tigation began in 2023 after
a state-owned bank’s
Tarakeswar branch lodged
a complaint, alleging that
several individuals had
availed loans using fake
gold as collateral. Further
complaints followed from
other state-owned and pri-
vate banks, prompting po-
lice to launch a detailed
probe. According to police
sources, the accused oper-
ated as a coordinated
group. A key part of the
scheme involved collusion
between a bank loan agent
and a gold valuer. The val-
uer reportedly certified
fake or substandard gold
jewelry as genuine, while
the agent facilitated the
loan applications.
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ED seizes Delhi govt files,...

P From PG 1

was  "arbitrarily”  in-
creased to 7,180 equiva-
lent classrooms and,
subsequently, to 12,748
rooms "without" proper
sanction or approvals, re-
sulting in "massive" cost
escalations, the agency
said.

It said there was an
"unjustified" adoption of
richer specifications pro-
posed by the executing
company named Babbar
and Babbar Associates and
execution of duplicate and
inflated works.

"Cost escalations of
up to 49.03 per cent were
observed across priority-I
and priority-II phases," it
said.

The agency also
claimed to have found
"several dummy firms dur-
ing the searches, which
had no real infrastructure,
documentation or opera-
tional legitimacy, but were
shown to have received
substantial payments for
construction activities re-
lating to the additional
classrooms”.

The AAP said on
June 18 that the "so-called
raids are nothing but a
desperate attempt to divert

public attention from the
reality. The allegations are
baseless, politically moti-
vated and timed only to
distract from the BJP's
anti-people actions".

Sisodia and Jain
have been questioned by
the ACB in the case.

The ACB FIR came
about after alleged lapses
in the case were flagged by
the Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC).

Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders like
Kapil Mishra, Harish Khu-
rana and Neelkant Bakshi
had, in 2019, filed a com-
plaint with the ACB alleg-
ing serious financial
irregularities in the con-
struction of classrooms
across three zones of
Delhi.

The ACB alleged that
the total expenditure in-
curred on the project
amounted to Rs 2,892
crore, pushing the per-
classroom cost to Rs 24.86
lakh, compared to the esti-
mated Rs 5 lakh under
standard norms.

It claimed that the
project was awarded to 34
contractors, most of whom
were allegedly linked to
the AAP.

President Droupadi...

»» From PG 1

Charan Majhi and Leader
of Opposition in the state
Assembly Naveen Patnaik
also wished Murmu on her
birthday.

In a post on X in Hindi,
Adityanath said Murmu
was the "symbol of service
and simplicity". "I pray to
Lord Shri Jagannath for
your long, healthy and glo-
rious life," Adityanath
posted on X.

Mamata Banerjee also
extended birthday greet-
ings to the president.

"May she be blessed
with a long life, good
health, and profound hap-
piness as she continues to
serve the nation with grace
and dedication," the West
Bengal Chief minister said.

In his message, Majhi
described Murmu as the
symbol of women power
and pride of Odisha.

"Your life is an extraor-
dinary example of strug-
gle, dedication and
success. Your journey from
a common tribal family to
Rashtrapati Bhavan is an
inspiration for all people of
India. Your simplicity, re-
sponsibility and dedication
for the country are a
model for all of us," Majhi
wrote on X.

May India continue to
progress under her leader-
ship, he said.

Former Odisha CM
Naveen Patnaik expressed
warm birthday wishes to
the president, praying for
her good and long life.

The Congress said it
hoped President Murmu's
unwavering dedication to
the nation's progress, wel-
fare and justice continues
to lead the country on the
path of truth and virtuous-
ness.

Israel-Iran conflict : Iran to...

» From PG 1

Atomic Energy Agency has
confirmed damages to
building at the Khondab
Heavy Water Production
Plant including its distilla-
tion unit, a day after stat-
ing that no damages were
“initially visible”

In fresh strikes, Iran-
ian missiles targeted a hos-
pital and residential
structures in Tel Aviv,
wounding over 200 people
on Thursday night. Israel’s
air campaign has targeted
several nuclear and mili-
tary sites, killing senior
generals and nuclear sci-
entists. A Washington-
based Iranian human
rights group reported that
at least 639 people have
been killed in Iran, includ-
ing 263 civilians, and over
1,300 injured. In retalia-
tion, Iran has launched
around 400 missiles and
hundreds of drones, killing
at least 24 people in Israel
and wounding hundreds.

After his ominous
statement regarding

launching strikes against
Iran, US President Donald
Trump said that he will de-
cide in two weeks whether
the US military will directly
get involved in the Israel-
Iran conflict or not, given
the “substantial chance”
for renewed negotiations
over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gram. Earlier, Trump left
the G7 summit in Canada a
day early as the conflict be-
tween the two Middle East-
ern countries deepened,
but said that his hasty exit
from the summit had noth-
ing to do with negotiating a
ceasefire between the na-
tions.

Meanwhile, a senior
Iranian official said that
zero enrichment will be re-
jected, especially after Is-
raeli strikes, news agency
Reuters reported.

He added that the role
of European powers is now
more prominent as Tehran
is unwilling to engage with
Washington owing to its
position on Israel’s cam-
paign and Iran’s uranium
enrichment programme.

State strengthens administrative framework
for women and child safety: Shashi Panja

MI News Service, Kolkata: The
West Bengal government is rein-
forcing its administrative frame-
work to ensure the safety and
empowerment of women and
children, Women and Child De-
velopment and Social Welfare
Minister Shashi Panja informed
the State Assembly on Friday.
During discussions on various is-
sues, Panja highlighted the sig-
nificant progress made in
women’s welfare under several
government initiatives.

She stated that over 2.15
crore women in the state are
currently
under the flagship LakshmirB-
handar scheme, which has sig-
nificantly
socio-economic empowerment
and awareness of women. The
government has also taken legal
steps such as passing the Apara-
jita Bill last year to address do-
mestic violence.

To combat domestic violence,
28 Protection Officers have been

receiving  benefits

improved the

appointed across 23 districts,
with additional officers deployed
in larger districts. The state has
also established 37 Shakti Sadan
shelters for distressed women,
which are being managed in col-
laboration with NGOs.

Minister Panja further high-
lighted a decade of achievements
under Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s leadership, including
pioneering
Kanyashree, Rupashree, widow
and old-age pensions, and the

schemes like

dignity,

Manabik scheme. These initia-
tives have empowered millions of
women across the state and en-
hanced their social status.

She noted that more than 93
lakh women are currently en-
gaged with Self-Help Groups
(SHGs), contributing to grass-
roots economic participation and
development. “These initiatives
are not just about financial aid;
they are about ensuring women’s
security,
recognition,” she said.

and social

The Minister also addressed
the evolving gender parity in the
state’s electorate. In 2023-24,
there was a 13 lakh difference
between male and female voters.
That gap has narrowed to 11
lakh in 2024-25, indicating ris-
ing female participation in dem-
ocratic processes.

The state government reiter-
ated its commitment to inclusive
development and women’s em-
powerment as a cornerstone of
its welfare agenda.
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Purnendu Basu, along with Industrialist Chandra Kumar Dhanuka, Economist Abhirup Sarkar, Film director Haranath

Chakraborty, Singer Saikat Mitra, Writer Abul Bashar, and other literary figures, attended a press conference organized by
Desh Bachao Ganamancha to protest ongoing efforts to humiliate Bengal and malign Bengali identity. The press conference
was held at the Press Club in Kolkata on Friday.

Flood alert as monsoon intensifies; State
administration steps up emergency measures

MI News Service, Kolkata: The mon-
soon has fully set in across West Ben-
gal, bringing with it relentless
rainfall that has caused rivers across
the state to swell dangerously. With
the Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) releasing large volumes of
water from its reservoirs, the flood
threat in several districts has esca-
lated significantly. In response, the
state’s Chief Secretary convened an
emergency meeting with District
Magistrates of western Bengal to as-
sess the situation and issue precau-
tionary directives.

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has forecast continued
rainfall due to the impact of a low-
pressure system and active monsoon
troughs. With rising water levels in
major rivers, the DVC has begun dis-
charging thousands of cusecs of
water—20,000 cusecs from Maithon

and 17,000 cusecs from Panchet. As
aresult, low-lying and riverine areas
are already experiencing waterlog-
ging and inundation.

Administrative sources con-
firmed that several parts of Asansol
have been waterlogged following
three days of continuous rain. Areas
such as Jhanpura, Kabristan Ma-
halla, and Fari Road near the
Barakar river have seen water enter-
ing homes, forcing many families to
evacuate. A tragic incident also oc-
curred in Ward 3 of Asansol Munici-
pal Corporation, where a 67-year-old
man, UmapadaMondal, died after a
mud-wall house collapsed on him
during the storm. He was rushed to
the hospital but declared dead upon
arrival.

Meanwhile, in Bankura district,
the rising water level of the
Dwarkeshwar river stranded 10-12

trucks in Joypur Block. Drivers and
locals were caught off guard by the
sudden surge. The district adminis-
tration immediately launched rescue
operations, and several vehicles have
already been recovered.

Anticipating worsening condi-
tions, the state government has ad-
vised district administrations to
intensify preparations. Instructions
have been issued to monitor river-
banks, vulnerable zones, and inun-
dated areas, and to be prepared for
evacuations if necessary.

Nabanna, the state secretariat,
has warned that the window for pre-
ventive action is still open—but rap-
idly closing. Officials have been told
to remain on high alert, ensure tem-
porary shelters are ready, and coor-
dinate disaster response efforts
across the region to minimize human
and material loss.

Monsoon traffic woes grip Kolkata; Police
prioritize school hour congestion management

MI News Service, Kolkata: With the
onset of monsoon and the reopening of
schools, Kolkata’s major arterial roads
are witnessing severe traffic snarls
during school dispersal hours. In re-
sponse, Lalbazar—the city’s police
headquarters—has issued urgent di-
rectives to all traffic guards to priori-
tize managing school-related
congestion and restore normal traffic
flow efficiently. Police sources revealed
that the primary bottleneck arises from
a growing number of parents opting to
drive directly to school gates to pick up
their children. This practice has led to
significant clustering of vehicles
around school premises. Even delays
of just 2-5 seconds on main roads are
now triggering cascading traffic dis-
ruptions. Nevertheless, police have

reaffirmed that student safety remains
their top priority amidst these logistical
challenges. To manage the situation,
traffic officers are switching automated
signals to manual mode during peak
congestion hours, allowing for real-
time intervention. These manual over-
rides are monitored centrally and
reported directly to Lalbazar for over-
sight. “We’re creating micro diversions
to ease the load,” said a senior officer.
“Instead of rerouting all vehicles down
one road, we're establishing separate
lanes for large buses and smaller vehi-
cles.” According to Kolkata Traffic Po-
lice, there has been a 20% surge in
private vehicle movement around
schools over the past three days. In
areas like Park Street, Loudon Street,
and AJC Bose Road, the rise is even

sharper, touching 30%. The worst-hit
zones include Gariahat, Khidirpur, APC
Road, AJC Bose Road, and Suhrawardy
Avenue, where traffic has slowed to a
crawl during school hours.Authorities
fear that the situation may deteriorate
further as monsoon rains intensify in
the coming weeks. Waterlogging, nar-
row lanes, and poor visibility are likely
to aggravate existing congestion, par-
ticularly during peak hours. Lalbazar's
new strategy is being closely watched
as a test of whether tactical interven-
tions can ease the strain on city roads.
With more rains forecast and school at-
tendance returning to normal, manag-
ing school-time traffic will remain a top
priority. For now, city residents are
hoping the police’s active measures will
offer some relief in the coming days.

NMC cracks down on absenteeism in govt hospitals

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a decisive
move to improve healthcare delivery in
government hospitals, the National Med-
ical Commission (NMC) has issued strict
directives to ensure the regular presence
of doctors. The commission has mandated
that any doctor whose attendance falls
below 75%, or who takes leave without
prior approval, will face salary deduc-

tions.

The directive comes amid long-stand-
ing complaints that many government
doctors spend more time in private nurs-
ing homes and personal chambers than at
their assigned hospitals. This practice, ac-

cording to the NMC, is significantly affect-
ing the quality of patient care in the public
health infrastructure. A recent virtual
meeting was held with all government
medical colleges in West Bengal, attended
by the State Health Secretary and Director
of Medical Education, during which the
NMC laid out its expectations. The com-
mission emphasized that hospital services
cannot function effectively without consis-
tent doctor attendance. It clearly stated
that unauthorized leave and sub-75% at-
tendance would lead to financial penal-
ties. Following this meeting, Murshidabad
Medical College issued a circular imple-

menting the guidelines. The notice speci-
fies that no leave will be allowed without
prior approval, and any doctor falling
below the required 75% attendance
threshold will face pay cuts. Dr. Amit Dan,
Principal of Murshidabad Medical College,
confirmed that all medical colleges under
the NMC are subject to biometric atten-
dance tracking. “If out of 150 to 180 doc-
tors, only 70 are present, it is impossible
to maintain services such as surgeries,
patient consultations, and teaching. The
directive is aimed at ensuring at least 75%
presence,” he said. He further noted that
a section of doctors report to the hospital

but do not perform their duties before
leaving, while others take leave without
following proper protocols. The college
has 148 doctors, with some commuting
from Berhampore and others from distant
locations. The administration has now
made it mandatory to apply formally for
any leave. The NMC has stated that this
measure is crucial to maintain the bal-
ance between patient care and medical
education. It also warned that future de-
cisions regarding new department open-
ings or increases in MBBS seats would
depend on verified doctor attendance
records.

Young woman alleges dru

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a deeply disturbing case re-
ported from Kolkata, a young woman has alleged that she was
drugged, sexually assaulted, and later nearly strangled to
death by a male acquaintance and his parents. The incident
reportedly took place last year in the Mukundapur area, but
the victim recently lodged a formal complaint with the Pur-
baJadavpur Police Station, prompting an investigation. Ac-

cording to the complaint, the accused youth—identified as
someone the survivor knew personally—invited her to his res-
idence in Mukundapur under the pretext of spending time to-
gether. The complainant stated that she considered him a
friend. While at his home, she was allegedly given a spiked
drink containing narcotic substances, rendering her uncon-
scious. She claims that the accused took advantage of her con-

ing, rape, and attempted murder by friend and his family

dition and sexually assaulted her multiple times. Even more
shockingly, the young woman has accused the youth’s parents
of being complicit in the crime. She alleged that when she at-
tempted to protest or escape, they physically assaulted her
and even assisted their son in trying to suffocate her. She de-
scribed a harrowing sequence of events where she was beaten
and subjected to an attempt on her life by strangulation.

Bengal sees record rise
in foreign tourist
arrivals, eco-tourism
and safety credited

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal is fast emerg-
ing as a preferred destina-
tion for international
tourists, thanks to the
state’s sustained efforts to
create eco-friendly infra-
structure and culturally in-
clusive experiences.
Tourism Minister Indranil
Sen, speaking in the State
Assembly on Thursday, an-
nounced that the state wit-
nessed the arrival of 3.2
million tourists last year,
including 1.82 lakh from
Bangladesh alone.

Responding to a ques-
tion from BJP MLA
Shankar Ghosh, the Minis-
ter noted that tourists from
Russia, the United States,
and Italy have contributed
significantly to this surge.
As per official records, a
total of 2,711,708 foreign
visitors have travelled to
West Bengal so far. “Inter-
national tourists are show-
ing increased interest
because of our eco-con-
scious infrastructure,
availability of preferred
global cuisines, and safe
travel experiences,” Sen
remarked.

He also credited Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s leadership for trans-
forming Bengal’s tourism
landscape. “Political un-
rest had earlier discour-
aged tourists from visiting
North Bengal. Since 2011,
peace and safety have
been restored, and now
Darjeeling, the Dooars,
and other northern desti-
nations are drawing a

large number of interna-
tional visitors,” he said.

Sen highlighted that
even coastal destinations
like Digha are seeing
growing foreign interest,
particularly after the inau-
guration of the Jagannath
Temple. While exact data
is still being compiled, the
Minister confirmed that
the trend shows a rising
curve in overseas arrivals.

In a key development,
the Minister informed that
in April 2024, a new eco-
tourism hub was inaugu-
rated in Jangalmahal. The
destination already enjoys
87% average occupancy
and is situated just 30 min-
utes from the Ayodhya
Hills. “We are providing
100% assistance to local
entrepreneurs to grow
tourism-related busi-
nesses,” he said, adding
that tourism is playing a
vital role in rural develop-
ment. Further strengthen-
ing the sector, the state has
trained and certified 1,022
tourist guides since 2021—
the highest number across
all Indian states. “This en-
sures that international
tourists receive profes-
sional, knowledgeable as-
sistance, enhancing their
experience and satisfac-
tion,” Sen added.

With sustainable
tourism, political stability,
and a robust service
framework, West Bengal is
rapidly positioning itself as
one of India’s leading des-
tinations for foreign trav-
ellers.

Kolkata Police seeks

cancellation of passports issued
on fake birth certificates

MI News Service,
Kolkata: In a significant
development, the Kolkata
Police has formally re-
quested the Regional
Passport Office (RPO) to
cancel all passports is-
sued based on forged
birth certificates. Ac-
cording to senior sources
at Lalbazar, the city po-
lice headquarters, an of-
ficial letter has already
been sent to the RPO
outlining the seriousness
of the matter.

The police Investiga-
tion has revealed that
approximately 3,500
fake birth certificates
were issued from the
Pathankhali Gram Pan-
chayat in Gosaba, lo-
cated in South 24
Parganas district. Using
these fraudulent docu-
ments, a large number
of individuals applied for
— and in many cases,
successfully obtained —
Indian passports. Alarm-
ingly, intelligence inputs
suggest that several re-
cipients of these pass-
ports have already
traveled abroad.

Similar cases have
surfaced from other dis-
tricts as well. Birth cer-
tificates allegedly issued
from Basudevpur in
Howrah and Manikchak
in Malda have also come
under suspicion. Kolkata
Police has already com-
piled a list of forged
birth certificates and
linked passport applica-
tions, and is now moving
to ensure that these
passports are rendered
invalid.

Lalbazar has not only

written to the RPO but
has also alerted the state
Health Department,
seeking formal annul-
ment of these birth cer-
tificates. According to
police sources, local
panchayat officials had
previously informed
them that while they can
confirm the certificates
are fake, only the Health
Department has the au-
thority to officially re-
voke them. Following
this, the Health Depart-
ment has reportedly ini-
tiated necessary steps to
nullify the forged docu-
ments. This coordinated
move marks a critical
crackdown on fraudulent
identity creation and
misuse of government
documentation for inter-
national travel. Officials
believe that this may be
part of a wider racket
involving human traf-
ficking and illegal migra-
tion networks. The
police are now intensify-
ing their investigation to
trace both the beneficiar-
ies and those responsible
for issuing these false
documents.

Authorities have indi-
cated that further action,
including criminal prose-
cution, may follow
against individuals who
knowingly submitted
forged documents or fa-
cilitated such acts. The
case underscores grow-
ing concerns around doc-
ument forgery and
highlights the need for
tighter verification proto-
cols in the issuance of
passports and identity
documents in India.

Printed and Published by Prem Shankar on behalf of Prem Shankar and Printed at Saraswati Print Factory Private Limited, 789, Chowbhaga West, Near Chaina Mandir, Kolkata-700105 and Published at 30, Chittaranjan Avenue, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700012,
Editor: Prem Shankar*, *(Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act) RNl No.WBENG/2014/56803 Email: morningindiaranchi@gmail.com




Morning India

For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

Kolkata, Saturday

21 June 2025

Miscellaneous

Name Change

[, ASHOK PATWARI S/o Lt. Madan
Lal Patwari R/o DB-47, Shastri
Bagan Jora Mandir, Deshbandhu
Nagar, Barasat Sadar, Dist.-24Pgs(N),
Pin-700059 have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
ASHOK KUMAR PATWARI as
declared before the Ld.Ist class .M.
at C.J.M. Court Kolkata vide affidavit
n0.2344 dated 10.06.2025. ASHOK
PATWARI and ASHOK KUMAR
PATWARI both are same & one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Manoranjan Barai S/o. Late
Mahendra  Barai  (Old  Name)
residing at 46/21, Rabindrapally, Roy
Bahadur Road PO.-
Naihati, P.S. Bhatpara Dist.-North
24 Pgs. W.B., Pin-743165 do hereby
declared that mine & my father’s
actual name is Manoranjan Barai &
Late Mahendra Barai which is
recorded in my Aadhar Card No.
xxxx Xxxx 8776 and Voter ID Card.
Due to inadvertently my name &
my father’s name has been wrongly
recorded in my Passport as my name
Monoranjan Barai & my father’s name
Late Mohendra Barai (New Name).
Manoranjan Barai & Monoranjan
Barai and Late Mahendra Barai &
Late Mohendra Barai both are same
and one identical person vide affidavit
date 17.06.2025 before the Court of
the Ld. Judicial Magistrate, st Class,
Barrackpore, North 24 Pgs.

Name Change

I Mohibulla Mohammad,S/O Late
Sk Karim, Residing At Vill+Po.-
Mollasimla, P.s.-Singur, Dist
Hooghly, Pin-712223, West
Bengal Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Sk
Mohibulla As Declared Before The
Notary Public Serampore Court Vide
Affidavit No 98 Dated 13/06/2025
Mohibulla Mohammad And Sk
Mohibulla Both Are Same And
Identical Person.

Change of Name
I, Avishek Kumar Ghosh (Old
Name) S/o  Pradip  Kumar

Ghosh Residing at 2A/2, Jamini
Kabiraj Row, P.s-Ultadanga, District-
Kolkata, Pin-700004, West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Avishek
Ghosh (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit no 10 Dated 09-04-2025.
Avishek Kumar Ghosh (Old Name)
and Avishek Ghosh (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Change of Name

I, Anowar Khan alias Anwar Khan
(Old Name) S/o Amjad Hossain Khan
Residing at Musalman Para, Vtc -
Jagadishpur, P.o - J.P. Hat, District-
Howrah, Pin - 711114 West Bengal,
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Anowar
Hossain Khan (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 15/2025
Dated 20-06-2025. Anowar Khan,
Anwar Khan (Old Name) and Anowar
Hossain Khan (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Change of Name

I, Harsh Thakur (Old Name) S/o
Pramod Thakur Residing at 48 8th
Floor Shyama Sadan, Dobson Road,
Howrah, Vtc - Haora (M.Corp), P.o -
Haora, District- Howrah, Pin- 711101,
West Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Harsh Kumar Thakur (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 16/2025
Dated 20-06-2025. Harsh Thakur
(Old Name) and Harsh Kumar Thakur
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

1, Sambuddha Chatterjee, S/O- Sudhakar
Chatterjee, Residing at 8/4/), Birpara
Lane, Ghughudanga, P.0.- Ghughudanga,
Kolkata- 700030. Now | have changed
my name & shall henceforth be known
as Sambuddha Chattopadhyay as de-
clared before Notary Public, Sealdah
Court, West Bengal vide affidavit no.
4183 dated 17/06/2025 Sambuddha
Chatterjee, Sambaddha Chatterjee and
Sambuddha Chattopadhyay three are
same and identical person.

Name Change

| Rabindra Nath Majumdar, S/o
Kanai Majumdar, R/O, Mondalhat,
PO- Panuhat, PS- Katwa, Dist
Purba Bardhaman, PIN- 713502,
WB, In due to mistake my name
recorded as Rabindra Majumdar in
my son’s Passport No. N 1321724,
which rectified by the affidavit before
Notary Public at Katwa on 19/6/25,
Do hereby declare that
Rabindranath Majumdar and
Rabindra Majumdar is same and
single identical person.

Name Change

| Kaisan Bibi, W/o, Anisur Rahaman
R/o  Vill.-  Khidirpur, PO-
Purandarpur, PS- Kandi, Dist.-
Murshidabad, By Mistake My name
recorded in Land Deed no. | 4672 dt
23/6/1986, as Kachhu Bibi,W/o
Anechhur Rahaman and other land
Deed no. 11894,dt 25/3/1980,as
Mosammate Kaifar Begam, W/o
Anef Rahaman, Do hereby declare
that Kaisan Bibi W/o Anisur
Rahman, Kachhu Bibi, W/o
Anechhur Rahaman and
Mosammate kaifar Begam, W/o
Anef Rahaman is the same and
single identical person vide affidavit
on 17/6/25,in the court of Executive
Magistrate SDEM(s) Berhampur,
Murshidabad.

Name Change

I Ajmira Begum, W/O, Ayat Ali,
R/o vill Khidirpur, PO :
Purandarpur, PS- Kandi, Dist.-
Murshidabad, In due to mistake
my name recorded in my
husband’s Passport being
NO0706055, as Ajmira Bibi,which
rectified by the affidavit on
30/5/25, in the court of Ld
Executive Magistrate  at
Berhampur, Murshidabad, that
Ajmira Begum and Ajmira Bibi is
same and identical person.

Kolkata hosts Agro Food & Beverage exposition

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Kolkata recently
became the host to ‘Agro
food and beverage expo-
sition and conference. It
was organized by Bharat
Chamber of Commerce.
The effort was duly sup-
ported by the Ministry of
Food Processing Indus-
tries, Government of India.

West Bengal has long
enjoyed a comparative ad-
vantage in agri-horticul-
tural  production—being
the country’s top produc-
er of vegetables, fish, and
rice.
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govern-
ment has given special
emphasis in this sector
resulting in the establish-
ment of over 400 active
Farmer Producer Organi-
sations across the State.

In addition, 100 Veg-
etable Purchase Centres
(VPCs) have been planned,
with 46 already operation-
al. These centres, man-
aged by Self-Help Groups
and Farmer Producer
Organisations, are direct-
ly linked to the growing
network of Sufal Bangla
outlets—which currently
includes over 493 perma-
nent and 110 temporary
stalls.

Name Change
I, ASHOK PATWARI S/o Lt. Madan
Lal Patwari R/o DB-47, Shastri
Bagan Jora Mandir, Deshbandhu
Nagar, Barasat Sadar, Dist.-24Pgs(N) ,
Pin-700059 have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as ASHOK
KUMAR PATWARI as declared before
the Ld.Ist class J.M. at C.J.M. Court
Kolkata vide affidavit no.2344 dated
10.06.2025. ASHOK PATWARI and
ASHOK KUMAR PATWARI both are
same & one identical person.

Canara HSBC Life Insurance inks
deal with Bumrah & Ganesan

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Canara HSBC Life In-
surance Company Limited (“Ca-
nara HSBC Life Insurance”),
has recently announced the
onboarding of India’s fast-howl-
ing spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
exclusively represented by
RISE Worldwide and his part-
ner, acclaimed sports present-
er, Sanjana Ganesan as brand
ambassadors. This partnership
brings to life the hrand’s core

philosophy of being a ‘Promis-
es Ka Partner’ — a dependable
ally who stands by customers as
they plan, protect, and pursue
their life goals.

In Jasprit and Sanjana, Ca-
nara HSBC Life Insurance sees
a shared journey built on trust,
responsibility, and commitment
— values that lie at the heart
of excellence in their on-field
achievements as well as life in-
surance as a domain.

Change of Name
I, Mosharab Hossain Gazi S/o
Late Mir Hossain Gazi Residing at
Vill - Fatullapur, P.o - Punra, Ps -
Baduria, District - North 24 Parganas,
Pin - 743427 West Bengal India shall

;| |henceforth be known as Mosarab

Hossain Gazi. I declare that Mosharab
Hossain Gazi and Mosarab Hossain
Gazi is same and one identical person
by virtue of an affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public, Kolkata on 20-06-
2025.

Change of Name

[, Mijanur Islam S/o Sk Mafidul Islam
Residing at Vill - Salepur, P.o+Ps -
Baruipur, District- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700144 West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sekh Mijanur Islam
as declared before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate (1st Class ) at Baruipur,
vide affidavit no 3947 Dated 13-06-
2025. I declare that Mijanur Islam and
Sekh Mijanur Islam both are same and
one identical person.

Change of Name

I, Rupa Dibakar Chakrabarti W/o
Dibakar Chakrabarti Residing at
1/208, Naktala, P.o - Naktala, P.s
- Netajinagar, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700047 West Bengal India
shall henceforth be known as Rupa
Chakrabarti. 1 declare that Rupa
Dibakar Chakrabarti and ~ Rupa
Chakrabarti is same and one identical
person by virtue of an affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on
20-06-2025.

Change of Name

I, Dibakar Sital Chakrabarti S/o
Late Sital Chandra Chakrabarti
Residing at 1/208, Naktala, Po -
Naktala, P.s-Netajinagar,
District - Kolkata, Pin - 700047
West Bengal India shall henceforth
be known as Dibakar Chakrabarti. I
declare that Dibakar Sital Chakrabarti
and Dibakar Chakrabarti is same and
one identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 20-06-2025.

Change of Name

[, Itu Mondal/Itu Kabasi (old name)
wife of Sadhan Kumar Mondal,
residing at Bagjola, Uttarer Uttarang-
sha, Baduria, PO- Kolsur, North 24
Parganas, Pin: 743438, West Bengal,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Itu Rani
Mondal (new name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata
dated 19/06/2025. Itu Mondal/Itu
Kabasi (old name) and Itu Rani
Mondal (new name) all are same and
one identical person.

Change of Name

[, Shyama Mali son of Purnachandra
Mali, residing at Bera Beri Ghosh
Para, PO- Rajarhat Gopalpur, North
24 Parganas, Pin: 700136, West
Bengal, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Shyama Pada Mali as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata
dated 19/06/2025. Shyama Mali and
Shyama Pada Mali both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

[, Moumita Halder (old name)
W/O Uttam Ghosh & D/O Dilip
Chakraborty, residing at 25/B, Shib
Krishna Daw Lane, Kankurgachi,
Kolkata- 700054, W.B, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Mamoni Ghosh
(new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 20/06/2025.
Mamoni Ghosh (new name) and
Moumita Halder (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

[, Christopher Hsin S/O Hsin Yuan
Ming (father) &  Yageer Hsin
(mother), declare that my parents
Hsin Yuan Ming Paul Hsin W/O
Yageer Hsin Theresa Hsin (old name
of my parents), residing at K/23/1003,
S P Shukhobrishti Sparsh, Action
Area 3, New Town, Bidhannagar,
Pin- 700135, P.S.- Techno City, West
Bengal, India, I have changed my
parents name and they shall hence-
forth be known as Hsin Yuan Ming
W/O Yageer Hsin (new name of
parents), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an
affidavit dated 20/06/2025. That Hsin
Yuan Ming (new name) and Hsin
'Yuan Ming Paul Hsin (old name) both
are same and one identical person (my
father). That Yageer Hsin and Yageer
Hsin Theresa Hsin both are same and
one identical person (my mother).

Gopalpur rape: Cong 5-memb team
to probe sexual assault incident

MI News Service,
Gopalpur: The 10 ac-
cused, who allegedly raped
a college student at Gopal-
pur on June 15, also extort-
ed 1,000 from the victim
and her male companion
after the sexual assault, in-
vestigators said.

All-India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) on Thursday
constituted a five-member
fact-finding team to probe
the Gopalpur gang rape
case. Senior party leader
from Bengal Deepa Das-
munshi has been made the
convener of the fact-finding
team.

The team will visit Odisha
and submit a comprehen-
sive report to AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge.
Other members of the com-
mittee are MPs Ranjeet
Ranjan, Praniti Shinde, S.
Jothimani and the party’s
prominent woman leader
Shobha Oza.

In a press release, the
AICC said: “In light of the
horrific rape incident re-
ported from  Gopalpur,
increasing cases of atroc-
ities against women and
the disturbing number of
women reported missing,
the Congress president has
deputed a factfinding team
to visit Odisha and submit
a comprehensive report on
the situation.”

Addressing a press con-
ference in Bhubaneswar,
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) presi-
dent Bhakta Charan Das
announced that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi would
visit Odisha in the second
week of July. “AICC pres-
ident AICC president Mal-
likarjun Kharge will also
visit the state along with
Rahul Gandhi.”

During the visit, they will
highlight the issue of atroc-
ities against women in Odi-
sha.

Meanwhile, the Biju Ja-
nata Dal on Friday alleged
that the law and order in
the state has collapsed.
“Crime against women has
gone up. The state ranks
eighth in the country in

terms of crime. It will be
good if Prime Minister vis-
its the state to improve the
law and order situation,”
said former minister Pra-
mila Mallick. It may be
mentioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is visiting
the state on Friday.

Bhubaneswar mayor
Sulochana Das said: “The
state government has com-
pletely failed in providing
security to women and
children. The state gov-
ernment should rise from
its slumber and take effec-
tive steps to contain crime
against women.” The BJD
alleged that during the last
one year as many as 3,054
rape cases have been re-
ported.

In the Gopalpur gang
rape case, police have ar-
rested all the 10 persons
including four juveniles.
“We are going to do the
ossification test of the four
juveniles to determine their
age. We have already col-
lected the required DNA
samples for the test,” said
a doctor of the MKCG Hos-
pital Berhampur. The gang
rape of a 20-year-old col-
lege girl on the Gopalpur
beach in Ganjam district,
about 14 km from Berham-
pur town, has sent a shock
wave across the country.
A crime branch probe has
been ordered into this in-
cident.

The prime accused, a
BTech dropout who was
out on bail in an attempt
to murder case, had come
to Odisha from Bengalu-
ru where he worked in a
factory, investigators have
said. The gang rape case,
which sparked nationwide
outrage, is currently be-
ing investigated by the CID
Crime Branch.

Post-assault, the accused
persons extorted 1,000
from the survivor and her
male friend through cash
and UPI, it said.

The police requested
the Juvenile Justice Board
treat the four minor boys
involved in the crime be
treated as adults for trial.

Bodies of trapped boys found after 22 hrs

MI News Service,
Ranchi: Bodies of the
two schoolboys who were
trapped for over 22 hours
under soil after a well col-
lapsed due to heavy rain in
Jharkhand's Khunti district
were recovered, an official
said.

A 10-year-old girl was
also killed after a mud

I. PINKY DEVI, W/o of
SHAMBHU KUMAR,
resident of Vill- GAWANDRI,
Post-GAWANDRI, PS-
TARAIYA, Dist - SARAN,
State - BIHAR, Pin-841424
have change my name from
PINKI DEVI to PINKY DEVI
vide Affidavit dated
11/06/2025 before Alipore
Police Court, Kolkata-
700027.

|. GURIYA DEVI, W/o of ANIL
KUMAR YADAV resident of VIL
GHORHAT, Post - GHORHAT
MATHIA, PS - MANJHI, Teh-
CHHAPRA Dist - CHAPPRA,
State - BIHAR and PIN -
841313, have changed my
Name and date of birth from
GURIA DEVI to GURIYA DEVI
and date of birth from 03 JAN
1982 to 01 JAN 1980 vide
Affidavit dated the Affidavit in
17/06/2025 before Alipore Police
Court, Kolkata-700027.

house in Ranchi district
caved in during the day,
police said.

As rain continued to
lash various parts of the
state, a bridge and an
abandoned residential
building also collapsed in
different districts, while
several rivers were in
spate. No casualty was re-
ported in these incidents.

The two schoolboys,
aged nine and 10 years,
were near the under-con-
struction well at Murhu
panchayat under Murhu
police station limits when
it collapsed around 2 pm
on Wednesday.

A team of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) had been de-
ployed in the rescue op-
eration, Khunti Deputy
Commissioner R Ronita
told PTI.

The rescue operation
continued since Wednes-
day night and the bod-
ies of the two boys were
found around 12.30 pm
on Thursday, an official
said.

A 10-year-old girl also
died after her mud house
collapsed in heavy rain at
Murpa village under Tam-
ar police station area in
Ranchi district.

She was alone in the
house when it collapsed,
police said.

Revised regulation
of trains for main-

tenance work over
Sealdah division

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Due to 7 hours
Traffic & Power Block from
22:50 hrs. of 21.06.2025 to
05:50 hrs. of 22.06.2025
on Down main line at Dum
Dum Jn. station limit over
Sealdah Division for com-
plete conversion of point no.
232B/233, Raliway has de-
cided to regulate few trains
which was informed earlier
through Press Release, has
been modified as under:

i) 22202 DN Puri-Sealdah
Duronto Express (Journey
commencing on 21.06.2025)
which was earlier re-sched-
uled by 2 hours 30 minutes,
will not be rescheduled.

ii) 13148 DN Baman-
hat-Sealdah Uttarbanga Ex-
press (Journey commencing
on 21.06.2025) & 12344 DN
Haldibari-Sealdah Darjeel-
ing Mail (Journey commenc-
ing on 21.06.2025) which
were earlier diverted via
Bandel-Naihati-Sealdah will
run on proper route, i.e., via
Dankuni-Sealdah.

All other information will
remain unchanged.

Firefighting trainin%
organised at centra
park depot of green line

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Metro Railway
takes all possible measures
and care for ensuring com-
muters safety. Shri P Uday
Kumar Reddy, General Man-
ager, Metro Railway regu-
larly monitors and reviews
safety measures adopted
in the 'Lifeline of Kolkata'
to avoid any untoward in-
cident like fire. In order to
check the preparedness of
Metro staff of different de-
partments to tackle any fire
emergency inside the tun-
nels or on the viaduct, reg-
ular training is conducted in
Metro Railway, Kolkata.

A firefighting training
programme for the field
staff was conducted un-
der the supervision of se-
nior officers today i.e. on
20.06.2025 at Central Park
Depot of Green Line. In this
training, Metro staff were
imparted training on how
to douse the flame through
simulation of various fire
and smoke conditions.

Staff from Electrical De-
partment and RPF & Can-
teen personnel attended this
training. It is expected that
such training will sharpen
the skill and alertness of the
field staff to respond to any
emergency situation and
minimize the rescue time
and restore normalcy at the
earliest.

HPL goes for mainte-
nance turnaround with
tech innovations

MI News Service,
Haldia: Haldia Petro-
chemicals Limited (HPL), a
prominent player in India's
petrochemical sector, has
triumphantly completed its
Maintenance ~ Turnaround
2025 (TA25) at the HPL
Complex in Haldia. Start-
ing from 16 April, 2025 this
meticulously planned 45-day
maintenance and upgrade
operation signifies a pivotal
step in the company's pursuit
of operational excellence,
technological enhancement,
achieving higher throughput
on continuous basis and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The turnaround has yield-
ed multiple advantages for
HPL, including, improved
infrastructure reliability,
heightened safety standards,
and a technological frame-
work that supports future
growth and innovation. Im-
provements in equipment
and process efficiency will
yield higher product output,
reduced fuel consumption,
and lower CO emissions, con-
tributing to both operational
excellence and sustainability.
All statutory requirements
for safety inspections and
testing were met, ensuring
compliance and long-term
operational security.

The execution of TA25 was
marked by outstanding plan-
ning and safety protocols,
encompassing the deploy-
ment of over 11,000 work-
ers at peak times. Extensive
training initiatives contribut-
ed over 27,000 man-hours,
ensuring all personnel were
prepared for operations in
high-risk environments. HPL
prioritized the well-being of
all participants, providing
continuous medical support,
access to clean drinking wa-
ter, ORS supplies, and rigor-
ous safety measures, includ-
ing fire detection systems.

KIIT Tops in Odisha, Achieves Global Recognition
in QS World University Rankings 2026

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: KIIT
Deemed to be University has
achieved a remarkable mile-
stone by securing the No. 1
position among all private
universities in Odisha in the
QS World University Rank-
ings 2026, released recent-
ly. It has also been ranked
9th among India’s premier
private higher education
institutions and earned a
respectable global rank,
marking its debut in the
prestigious global rankings.

In its very first partici-
pation, KIIT has not only
emerged as a strong con-
tender on the internation-
al academic stage but also
secured the 55th position
in South Asia in the QS Asia

University Rankings. This
feat underscores KIIT’s rap-
id rise in the global higher
education landscape and its
unwavering commitment to
excellence in teaching, re-
search, innovation, and in-
ternationalisation.

The QS World University
Rankings 2026 evaluated
over 1,500 top universities
worldwide based on rig-
orous parameters such as
Academic Reputation, Em-
ployer Reputation, Facul-
ty-Student Ratio, Citations
per Faculty, International
Faculty and Student Ratio,
Research Network, Employ-
ment Outcomes, and Sus-
tainability.

Reacting to the achieve-
ment, Dr. Achyuta Saman-

ta, Founder of KIIT & KISS,
said, “This recognition is
the result of our consistent
efforts towards academic
excellence, social commit-
ment, and global engage-
ment. KIIT, though only 21
years old, has outperformed
many long-established in-
stitutions. I congratulate all
our teachers, staff, and stu-
dents who have contributed
to this proud moment.”

The entire KIIT and KISS
community has expressed
heartfelt gratitude to Dr.
Samanta, whose visionary
leadership and inclusive
approach to education con-
tinue to inspire generations
and place Odisha promi-
nently on the global aca-
demic map.

One additional vistadome coach to be augmented in
Howrah - New Jalpaiguri - Howrah Shatabdi express

MI News Service,
Kolkata: For better com-
fort & to accommodate more
passengers, Railway has
decided to augment one(01)
additional Vistadome
coach (AC Chair Car) with
12041/12042 Howrah — New
Jalpaiguri - Howrah Sha-
tabdi Express on perma-
nent basis leaving Howrah
& New Jalpaiguri on & from
01.07.2025. Thus, Howrah
- New Jalpaiguri - Howrah
Shatabdi Express will run
with 15 coaches instead of
14 Coaches.

Vistadome coaches are
equipped with state-of-the-
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art amenities designed to
elevate the journey for pas-
sengers. These coaches fea-
ture 360-degree rotatable
luxury pushback chairs, al-
lowing passengers to adjust
their seating for maximum
comfort. The coaches also
boast large windows and
transparent roofs, providing
passengers with panoram-
ic views of the scenic land-

scapes along the route.

In addition to the ex-
pansive views, Vistadome
coaches are equipped with
self-operated sliding doors,
a glass back, and advanced
facilities such as WiFi and
GPS connectivity. Passen-
gers can stay connected
throughout their journey
and enjoy seamless nav-
igation with the onboard
GPS system. Furthermore,
an infotainment system is
available onboard, offering
passengers entertainment
options to make their travel
experience even more en-
joyable.

Malda Division Gears Up for International Day of
Yoga (IDY) 2025 with Enthusiastic Participation

MI News Service, Malda:
In alignment with the nation-
wide celebration of Interna-
tional Day of Yoga (IDY) 2025,
Malda Division of Eastern
Railway is taking significant
steps to promote the spirit of
yoga among railway employ-
ees and their families. The
theme of this year’s obser-
vance is “Yoga for One Earth,
One Health”, reflecting the
universal benefits of yoga for
individual well-being and en-
vironmental harmony.

Today, on the eve of IDY
2025, a special pledge cer-
emony was held across var-
ious offices and stations of
Malda Division. Railway offi-
cers and staff took the "Yoga

for Health and Environment"
pledge, committing them-
selves to the practice and
promotion of yoga in daily
life. Participation certificates
were issued to all the pledge
takers to recognize their
commitment to this initiative.

To mark the occasion,
Mass yoga awareness pro-
grams and practical sessions
are being organized at mul-
tiple locations on 21st June,
2025 including major rail-
way stations, coaching de-
pots, divisional offices, and
workshops. These programs
aim to create awareness
about the physical and men-
tal health benefits of yoga
among the workforce.

Further, community-level
events are planned at Rail-
way Colonies and Railway
Institutes, where railway
employees along with their
family members will actively
participate in yoga demon-
strations and wellness talks
to commemorate the day in a
holistic manner.

This celebration not only
highlights Malda Division’s
active participation but also
aligns with the Ministry of
AYUSH’s vision of ‘Yoga for
One Earth, One Health’, re-
affirming Indian Railways’
commitment to promoting
health, well-being, and en-
vironmental consciousness
among its employees.

Howrah division launches “dharti saathi on wheels”
a mobile enwronmental awareness unit

MI News Service, Howrah:
The Howrah Division of East-
ern Railway, under the lead-
ership of Shri Sanjeev Kumar,
Divisional Railway Manager,
has launched “Dharti Saathi
On Wheels”, a mobile aware-
ness unit aimed at promoting
environmental responsibility
and ending plastic pollution.
Developed by the Environ-
ment and Housekeeping
Management (EnHM) depart-
ment in collaboration with
Garbage Free India, this ini-
tiative brings sustainability
education directly to railway

colonies and nearby commu-
nities.

The van, equipped with
interactive displays, educa-
tional materials, and smart
dustbins that alert when
full, demonstrates real-time

waste management practic-
es. It focuses on educating
frontline waste workers,
schoolchildren, and residents
through experiential learning
and community engagement.

As part of the My Environ-
ment My Responsibility cam-
paign, this grassroots initia-
tive seeks to foster long-term
behavioral change and make
railway colonies models of
civic responsibility. Eastern
Railway officials believe this
innovative approach  will
pave the way for a cleaner,
greener future.

Sealdah Division Accelerates m-UTS Digitization
for Enhanced Passenger Convemence in Halt Station

MI News Service,
Kolkata: In a significant move
to boost passenger convenience
and promote digitization, the Se-
nior Divisional Commercial Man-
ager of Sealdah Sri Jasram Mee-
na, today held a crucial meeting
with all halt contractors. The
primary objective of this meet-
ing was to ensure the swift im-
plementation of m-UTS facilities
at all halt stations.

During this productive ses-
sion, Mr. Meena emphasized
the urgency of this initiative, di-
recting all contractors to launch
m-UTS services within a strict
15-day deadline.

Recognizing potential hur-
dles, the meeting also served
as an open forum for contrac-

Pi1cICI Bank

of receipt of the said Notice.

tors to discuss and resolve any
challenges or issues they might
encounter during this rapid
deployment. This proactive ap-
proach aims to minimize dis-
ruptions and ensure a seamless
transition to the digital ticketing
system. This marks the first time
in many years that contractors'
issues have heen addressed in a
face-to-face setting.

This strategic step is a testa-
ment to the Sealdah Division's
commitment to facilitating a

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

hassle-free travel experience
for passengers. By digitizing the
ticketing process at halt stations,
m-UTS aims to eliminate passen-
ger inconveniences and provide
modern, efficient services in
Halt station. This initiative, un-
der the vital guidance of General
Manager/Eastern Railway, Shri
Milind Deouskar, is an unprece-
dented and progressive step to-
wards broader digitization with-
in the division.

Divisional Railway Manag-
er, Sealdah , Shri Rajiv Saxena,
is confident that the expedited
implementation of m-UTS will
significantly benefit passengers
by providing them with greater
ease and accessibility in obtain-
ing unreserved tickets.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank LTD Office Number 201-B, 2ND Floor, Road No 1
Plot No -B3, WIFI IT PARK,Wagle Industrial Estate, Thane (West)- 400604.

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12)
read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the
borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date

Bikash Bhakta & (Mortgagor)

Proprietor Subir Bhakta
District Nadia West Bengal

Bikash Bhakta / Represented By
B-8, Shop No 83, 2 No Market
Kalyani- 741235/ 042105500389

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand| Name
No| Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic NOiHCS/e érgr?unt of
Account Number Possession Notice (Rs) | Branch
1. |Borrower Bhakta Traders & Plot No. 108 (L.l.G), Sub-Block No. 17, 18/03/2025 | Kalyani
(Guarantor) Subir Bhakta & Block No. B, Kalyani, Developed By The 2023 35;9 39/

Government of West Bengal In The Sub-
division Kalyani, District Nadia, Thana
Kalyani, Sub-registration Office Kalyani,
Krishnanagar Collectorate (Admeasuring
an area of Land Measuring 1273.5 Sq. Ft.
Along With Pucca Construction of 500 Sq
Ft)/ Date of Symbolic: 17/06/2025

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the

Qate: June 21, 2025, Place: Kalyani

provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
Sincerely Authorised Officer, For ICICI Bank Lt(y
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PM Dedicated and Laid Foundation for Key Rail
Infrastructure Projects in Odisha Worth Over X2,750 Crores

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: In a land-
mark occasion to enhance
rail infrastructure and re-
gional connectivity in Odis-
ha, Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi today
laid the foundation stone,
inaugurated and dedicated
to the Nation several vi-
tal railway projects worth
over 32,750 crores during a
special programme held at
Bhubaneswar. Apart from
this, he also flagged off new
trains from Boudh and Pu-
runakatak through video
conferencing from Bhu-
baneswar.

Major Railway Projects
Inaugurated,  Dedicated,
and Laid Foundation

Foundation Stone Laid:

3rd & 4th Rail Line be-
tween Sarla — Sason (16
KM)

EASTERN RAILWAY

The following E-tenders are invited by
the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/
(General), Eastern Railway, Sealdah,
2nd floor, Remote Control Building,
Kolkata-700014 for the following works:
Sl. No. 1, Tender No. : ELEG-OT-714-
2025-26 dtd. 18.06.2025. Particulars
of the Work : At Magrahat - Provision
of FOB in connection with the
sanctioned work. PB-ER18-19(7086).
Sl. No. 2, Tender No. : ELEG OT-
1199-2024-25 dtd. 18.06.2025.
Particulars of the Work : Maintenance
kit for M/s Koel make Diesel engine
(App code DVO.9019, DVO90921,
DV09026, DV0O9027) of power cars.
Sl. No. 3, Tender No. : ELEG OT-
1217-2025-26-R dtd. 18.06.2025.
Particulars of the Work : At New
Koilaghat Building - Operation of
Central type AC plant of capacity 2x40
TR at EDP Centre for 3 years. Sl. No.
4, Tender No. : ELEG OT-1234-2025-
26 dtd. 18.06.2025. Particulars of the
Work : Upgradation of Nigelnagar
substation under jurisdiction of SSE/E/
G/NH. SlI. No. 5, Tender No. : ELEG
0T-1092-2024-25-R1 dtd. 18.06.2025.
Particulars of the Work : Electrical
works in connection with Fire safety
works at New Koilaghat Building. SI.
No. 6, Tender No. : ELEG OT-1227-
2025-26 dtd. 18.06.2025. Particulars
of the Work : Provision of Smart
Reading facilitated Energy meter in
different Railway colonies over Sealdah
Division (Phase-Ill). Tender Value:
Rs. 10,80,462/- (for SI. No. 1),
Rs. 6,76,421.25 (for Sl. No. 2),
Rs. 21,36,076/- (for Sl. No. 3),
Rs. 1,08,51,419/- (for Sl. No. 4),
Rs. 30,36,591/- (for Sl. No. 5) &
Rs. 2,09,85,506.46 (for SI. No. 6).
Earnest Money : Rs. 21,600/ (for SI.

No. 1), Rs. 13,500/ (for SI. No. 2),
Rs. 42,700/- (for SI. No. 3),
Rs. 2,04,300/- (for Sl. No. 4),

Rs. 60,700/- (for Sl. No. 5) &
Rs. 2,54,900/- (for Sl. No. 6). Cost of
Tender document: Nil for each.
Completion period : 15 months (for
Sl. No. 1), 12 months (for SI. No. 2),
36 months (for Sl. No. 3), 8 months (for
SI. Nos. 4 & 5) & 9 months (for Sl. No.
6). Tender closing date & time:
14.07.2025 at 14.00 hrs. for each.
Tender bid opening date & time :
14.07.2025 after 14.00 hrs. for each.
Tender bidding start date:
30.06.2025 for each. Details of tender
notice and corrigendum issued from
time to time are available at website
www.ireps.gov.in
(SDAH-92/2025-26)
Tender Notices are also available at Website
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in
Follow us at : Bd@EasternRailway
€) @easternrailwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
Abridged Tender Notice No. EL-
SDAH-CON-TRD-176-2025-NIT,
dated 18.06.2025. Open tenders are
invited by the Dy. Chief Electrical
Engineer (Con), Eastern Railway,
Sealdah, RMS Building, 3% floor,
Kaizer Street, Kolkata-700014
through e-tendering procedure from
experienced Electrical Contractors,
Partnership firms etc. holding valid
Electrical Contractor's license with
adequate financial capability and
sufficient experience for the following
work : Tender No. : EL-SDAH-CON-
TRD-176-2025. Name of work :
Design, Drawing, Supply, Erection,
Testing & Commissioning of 25 KV
AC single phase overhead
equipment, LT supply Transformer
for Yard modification of Berhampore
Court station in Sealdah Division of
Eastern Railway. Tender Value :
Rs. 85,02,784.60. Earnest Money :
Rs. 1,70,100/-. Cost of tender
document : Nil. Completion period:
4 months. Date & time of closing :
16.07.2025 at 12.30 hrs. Tender
documents can be downloaded and
bids can be submitted at
www.ireps.gov.in after online
payment of cost of Tender document
and Earnest Money as mentioned
above against this tender on or
before the tender closing date and
time mentioned above. Tenders
complete in all respects and with all
documents as stated above should
be uploaded at www.ireps.gov.in
against this tender. Bidding for the
tender is to be submitted through
e-tendering on above website.
Manual offers are not allowed
against this tender and any manual
offer if received shall not be
accepted and will be summarily
rejected. Tender Documents, details
of tender notice, corrigendum(s)
issued from time to time (if any) and
other basic information are available
at www.ireps.gov.in Detailed
tender notice can also be seen in
the notice board of Dy.Chief
Electrical Engineer/Con, Sealdah,
3rd Floor, RMS Building, Kaizer

Street, Kolkata-700014.

(CON-14/2025-26)

Tender Notices are also available at Website
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in
Follow us at : () @EasternRailway
| @ Q@easternrailwayheadquarter
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Cost: 3252 Crores. This
project aims to decongest
the busy Jharsuguda-Sam-
balpur Rail section and fos-
ter industrial development
in the region.

Inauguration:
New Railway Line be-
tween Sonepur - Pu-

runakatak (73 KM)
Part of the Khurda Road
- Balangir Rail Project (301
KM)

Cost: %1376 Crores.
With this, the Boudh Dis-
trict Headquarters is
connected to the nation-
al railway network for
the first time, fulfilling a
long-standing aspiration
of the people.

Dedicated to the Na-
tion:

Freight Train Mainte-
nance Facility with Rou-
tine Overhauling of Wag-
ons at Sarla (165 Cr)

Subway in Bamra-Dha-
ruadihi section (210 Cr)

Link C-Dumetra section
(5 KM) of Bondamunda-
Ranchi Doubling (98 Cr)

Road Over Bridge (ROB)
at Jaleswar (89 Cr)

4th Rail Line between
Jharsuguda - Jamga (53
KM) (Part of the 206 KM
Jharsuguda-Bilaspur Proj-
ect)

These projects signifi-
cantly enhance operational
capacity, logistics efficiency,
and safety, while also facil-
itating smoother passenger
and freight movement.

Launch of New Train Ser-
vices

The Hon’ble Prime Min-
ister also flagged off new
train services, heralding a
new era of rail connectivity
for Boudh District in West-
ern and Central Odisha:

18313/18314 Boudh
Bhubaneswar New — Boudh

Weekly Express

18311/18312  Sambal-
pur - Boudh - Sambalpur
Weekly Express

Transformative Benefits
for Odisha

These projects and new
train services represent a
major step in realizing the
vision of 'Viksit Bharat -
Viksit Odisha'. This visit of
the Hon’ble Prime Minister
coincides with the comple-

tion of 11 years of Service,
Good Governance and Gar-
ib Kalyan, and marks a year
of progress under the cur-
rent Odisha Government.

Key benefits include:

Economic Development:
Enhanced freight move-
ment and improved logis-
tics will stimulate industrial
and SME growth in the re-
gion.

Agriculture & Rural Pros-
perity: Farmers in Boudh
and adjoining districts gain
access to bigger markets,
better prices, and essential
agri-resources.

Healthcare Access: Direct
rail links to major hubs like
Bhubaneswar and Sambal-
pur will ease access to ad-
vanced medical care.

Education Opportunities:
Easier connectivity —will
help students from remote
regions reach reputed insti-
tutions across the state.

Social & Cultural Integra-
tion: Improved mobility will
promote cultural exchange,
community participation,
and regional harmony.

The launch and dedi-
cation of these mega rail
projects not only mark the
strengthening of Odisha’s
railway infrastructure but
also symbolize the Centre’s
strong commitment to in-
clusive growth, regional
development, and a bet-
ter-connected India. This
day marks a historic mile-
stone for the people of Odis-
ha as long-pending dreams
are finally turning into re-
ality.

Black hox: Probe agency to decide decoding location says govt

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bu-
reau (AAIB) has kept open
the option of getting the
crashed Air India plane’s
black box analysed abroad.

The ministry of civil avi-
ation said the AAIB will de-
cide on where the decoding
of the AI171 flight record-
ers will be done after an
assessment of technical,
safety and security consid-
erations.

The ministry’s clarifica-
tion came after some me-
dia outlets reported that
the

black box of the aircraft
would be sent abroad for
retrieval and analysis.

“The decision regarding
the location for decoding
the flight recorders will be
taken by the AAIB after due
assessment of all technical,
safety and security con-
siderations,” the ministry
said.

The AAIB, which is in-
vestigating the crash, is be-
ing assisted by a team from
the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB)
of the US. The AAIB has re-
covered key evidence and
site documentation, and
their analysis is underway.

The black box of the
crashed Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner has two sets

S. E. RAILWAY - E-TENDER

— the digital flight data
recorder (DFDR) and the
cockpit voice recorder
(CVR). These devices re-
cord and store data like air-
craft parameters and voice
conversations of the pilot,
co-pilot, radio communi-
cations and cockpit ambi-
ent noise. The black box,
however, is not black but a
bright orange device with
reflective strips for easier
detection among wreckage.

Following  the  June
12 Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick plane crash, the
hunt for the black box be-
gan to find out what went
wrong that led to the death
of 241 people on board and
many others on the ground.

The next day, the DFDR
was found on the rooftop
of the hostel into which the
plane had crashed. On June
16, the CVR was also recov-
ered from the site.

The black box is crucial
in the probe as it records
conversations in the air-
craft till the last second of
the crash.

Reacting to the specula-
tion on sending the flight re-
corders abroad, the Airline
Pilots’ Association (ALPA)
of India managing commit-
tee said it believed that if
the black box was decoded
abroad, an accurate copy of
the DFDR and CVR must be

Tender Notice No. PCMM/GENL/TP/2025/22, Dated: 20.06.2025. Tender for "E"
Procurement System. The Principal Chief Materials Manager, South Eastern Railway,
Hd. Qrs. Office (5th Floor), New Administrative Building, 11, Garden Reach Road,
Kolkata-700043 for and on behalf of the President of India invites open E-tenders
which have been uploaded on website www.ireps.gov.in as follows. All the tenders
will be closed at 14.00 hrs.
Sl.| Tender | Due Date Brief Description Quantity| EMD
No. No. amount
1| 33253249 |09.07.2025 Improved High Tensile 216 nos. |20,00,000
Tight Lock etc.
2 HB 02.07.2025| Automatic ceiling mounted 75 nos. | 1,56,670
247531B modular fire extinguisher
5 kg capacity each
3 [ 65255010 (15.07.2025| Supply, installation, commi- | 02 nos. | 1,85,670
ssioning and testing of Dry-
cleaning machine (PERC),
(Pre-bid meeting on 26.06.25
at 12.00 hrs. at PCMM
Meeting Room/SER/GRC/
Kol-43)
4 | 45253207 |21.07.2025| Battery box suitable for 110V | 644 nos. | 1,92,260
DC TL System without Fibre
glass tray etc.
5 |52251679A(10.07.2025| Supply of 5W VHF Digital 1413 set | 7,26,960
Walkie-Talkie set etc.
6 | 38253953 |28.07.2025| Top side bearer liner for 7535 1,62,710
BOXN Wagon etc. nos.
7 |38254078A|04.08.2025| Modified Elastomeric Pad 4320 [1,80,960
Design-B for Container and nos.
Covered Wagons
8 |38254073A|06.08.2025|Body side stanchion short 8170 [9,25,500
(length-650mm) for BOXNHL | nos.
Wagon (Outer hole distance
of 105mm from center)
9 | 38253849 |19.08.2025(Flap Door Arrangement 17000 [13,90,160
complete for BOXNHL nos.
Wagon
10| 38255007 (28.08.2025( Cast Steel Bolster with liner | 70 nos. |2,04,850
for Casnub 22 HS bogie
11 [29243082A07.07.2025| Earth Return Carbon Brush {1673 nos.| 1,24,370
12| 18255001 [16.07.2025|IGBT— Phase Module 03 nos. |1,73,030
S3P3000FL + Duct.
13| 29251313 [22.07.2025( Set of Dampers as per CLW's| 160 set |9,70,430
Spec. No.— CLW/MS/3/009
(Alt. 3 or Latest)
14 |37253055A(17.07.2025| Door Chainless cotter 34095 | 1,70,880
long etc. nos.
15| 45253167 (28.07.2025|Condenser Fan Motor for 641 nos. [ 1,02,870
EOG-LHB Coaches etc.
Interested tenderers may visit website www.ireps.gov.in for full
details/description/specification of the tenders and submit their bids online. In no
case manual tenders for these items will be accepted. N.B: Prospective Bidders
may regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to participate in all other tenders & any
corrigendum published thereafter. (PR-298)

obtained in the presence of
neutral third parties before
being handed over to the
original equipment man-
ufacturer. “This will instil
confidence in the sanctity
of the investigation,” ALPA
India said.

The device, which is
crash-protected up to a cer-
tain level and resistant to
fire and explosion, among
other impacts, is being
suspected to have suffered
damage in the explosion.

According to Sanjay La-
zar, aviation expert and
CEO of Avialaz Consultants,
if the black box is damaged
beyond retrieval, it would
have to be sent abroad for
decoding, keeping in mind
that the AAIB would have
to ensure no compromise
on data during the retrieval
of the flight recorders. But
other experts believed that
the country has efficient
professionals and advanced
technology to decode the
black box data.

“The professionals in
our country are competent
enough to decode the black
box. It would not be a good
decision to send the device
to any foreign country, in-
cluding America,” said
Mark D. Martin, CEO of
Martin Consulting, express-
ing the fear of jeopardising
the ongoing probe. “I am
totally against it,” Martin
said.

Subhash Goyal, chair-
man of the Aviation and
Tourism Expert Committee
of the Indian Chamber of
Commerce, said: “Normal-
ly, they shift the blame on
pilots. They can say it is
the pilots’ error. A lot of
times, Boeing tries to cover
up its faults. The black box
should be analysed in India
only. We have the technolo-
gy to do it. We are efficient
at decoding black boxes.”

Serampore-Uttarpara Panchayat Samity
21, Rabindrabhaban Road, Serampore, Hooghly, 712201
Notice Inviting e-Tender
e-Tender has been invited by the undersigned for 03 (three)
nos. schemes under 15" CFC(24-25) bearing NleT No- 04/SU/
2025-26, Office Memo No-579/PS, dt. 20.06.2025 (Tender ID:
2025_ZPHD_867758_1-3) for installation of high mast street
light. Online bid submission will end on 27.06.2025 at 5:00
PM. For more details please visit www.wbtenders.gov.in
S

Executive Officer
Serampore-Uttarpara Panchayat Samity

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India's bid to host
the 2036 Olympics is not
merely an attempt to make
a statement internationally
but also a well thought out
plan to create world-class
infrastructure, bolster the
economy and tackle press-
ing social issues affecting
the country's youth, says
Minister of State for Sports
Raksha Khadse.

The 38-year-old three-
time Lok Sabha MP from
Maharashtra's Raver con-
stituency, dismissed criti-
cism from some quarters
that the country needs to
focus more on becoming a
sporting powerhouse be-
fore aiming for something
as expensive as hosting the
Olympics.

"Preparing to host events
like the 2036 Olympics or
the 2030 Commonwealth
Games is about creating
world-class infrastructure,
economic investment, and
legacy systems that direct-
ly benefit athlete develop-
ment," she asserted in the
interaction at her office
here.

"Sports is also a way to
deal with so many issues
such as depression and
even drug addiction. And
keeping all this in mind,
when you bring an event
like the Olympics to the
country, it becomes a gal-
vanising force even so-
cially. It creates a fitness
movement of its own and
enhances the output of a
nation. It's a win-win for
all," explained the deputy
to union minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

India's bid to host the
Games will pick up pace
next month when a dele-
gation comprising officials
from the sports ministry,
and the Indian Olympic
Association heads to Lau-
sanne for discussions with
the International Olympic
Committee after submitting

its letter of intent last year.

"There is no denying that
by hosting an Olympics,
we will make a statement.
It's a sign that you are a
developed country. But at
the same time, it also gives
the youth an opportuni-
ty to take the lead as na-
tion-builders."

To drive home the point
that hosting the Games and
developing Indian sports
need not be seen in isola-
tion, she cited the World
Para-Athletics Champi-
onships in Delhi later this
year because of which the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
is being renovated with a
MondoTrack, the most ad-
vanced surface for track
events currently in use
globally.

"We are ensuring that ev-
ery rupee spent has a long-
term multiplier impact,"
Khadse, only the second
woman and the youngest to
be assigned the sports min-
istry, assured.

The 2024 Paris Olym-
pics cost over USD 9 bil-
lion while the upcoming
2028 Games in Los Angles
are estimated to require a
spending of more than USD
7 billion. More often than
not, the projected cost ex-
ceeds the final expenses by
a significant margin. The
2016 Rio Summer Games
have been the most expen-
sive so far, costing USD 23.6
billion.

The ambitious Olympics
bid would also require a
cohesive administrative
system to work seamlessly,
but India's National Sports
Federations (NSFs) have of-
ten been mired in turf wars
and one-upmanship, lead-
ing to court cases that end
up hurting the prospects of
athletes.

Khadse said the ministry
is focussing on accountabil-
ity without compromis-
ing on autonomy of the
administrators to ensure

MI News Service,
Srinagar: The heatwave
gripping Kashmir is on a re-
cord-breaking spree, as sever-
al parts of the Valley, including
Srinagar, on Thursday wit-
nessed the hottest June day in
20 years, officials said.
According to the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD),
Srinagar recorded a maximum
temperature of 35.2 degrees
Celsius, the hottest in June in

Sugandhya Gram
Panchayat

Sugandhya, Polba-Dadpur,
Hooghly, 712102

Notice Inviting e-Tender
Sealed Tender is invited from
Reputed & Bonafied Tenderer vide
e-NIT No.: 09/2025-26, 10/2025-
26 & 11/2025-26, Date:
20.06.2025. Bid Submission End
Date (Online): 27.06.2025 up to
17:00 Hrs. Bid Opening Date
(Online): 01.07.2025 at 11.00 Hrs.
For detailed information visit
https:/iwbtenders.gov.in/ https:/
letender.wb.nic.in & undersigned
GP Office.  gqg/-
Prodhan
Sugandhya Gram Panchayat

KULPI PANCHAYAT SAMITY
KULPI, SOUTH-24 PARGANAS
e-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are hereby invited by
the E.O, Kulpi vide NIT NO- 121/
KLPS/BEUP/ 2025-2026 & Tender
ID : 2025_ZPHD_866785_(1-25).
Bid Submission Last Date: 28/06/
2025. For details visit Website:

https://wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/-
Executive Officer
Kulpi Panchayat Samity

]

Srinagar sees hottest June day in 20 yrs

20 years, and seven notches
above the seasonal average.

The hottest June tempera-
ture in Srinagar was recorded
on June 25, 2005, when the
mercury soared to 36.5 de-
grees Celsius.

Qazigund, the gateway town
to Kashmir in Kulgam district,
recorded the hottest day in
37 years, as the mercury rose
to 34.7 degrees Celsius, IMD
data showed. On June 26,
1988, Qazigund recorded a
high of 35.7 degrees Celsius.
Kokernag in south Kashmir's
Anantnag district recorded
the second-hottest June day at
33.8 degrees Celsius, after re-
cording a high of 34.9 degrees
Celsius on June 25, 2005, ac-
cording to IMD data.

Memari-ll Panchayat

Samity
Paharhati, Purba Bardhaman
e-Tender Notice
e-Tender is invited vide NIT No.:
96/2024-25 & Memo No.: 663, Date:
19.06.2025, for 16 nos. scheme
under Memari-ll Panchayat Samity.
Documents download/sell end date
(Online) for Bid Submission up to
27.06.2025 for detail information
please contact with Memari-Il PS
office notice board/SAE Section and
go through e-Tender site

www.wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/-
Executive Officer,
Memari-ll Panchayat Samity

better coordination.

"There should not be
politics and athletes should
be the focus, their growth
should be priority. The fed-
erations should have their
autonomy but there should
also be greater harmony
between NSFs and the min-
istry,"” she said.

"It is very important to
achieve this given that we
are aiming to host the 2036
Olympics. It would require
a cohesive approach. The
ministry, NSFs and the I0A
cannot pull in different di-
rections, their goal has to
align," she added.

The ministry and the IOA
have differed on the subject
of autonomy. I0OA President
P T Usha has stated that
plans to have a regulatory
body to oversee NSF func-
tioning, as proposed by
the draft sports hill, would
undermine the I0A and be
construed as government
interference by the 10C.

"Mansukh bhai has
spoken to all NSFs, and
tried to understand their
difficulties and issues. We
are also working towards
reducing litigation so that
administration does not
suffer. Our aim is to en-
sure that athletes get the
best. The ministry is guid-
ing the NSFs on this goal
and they are responding
positively to it."

Another thorny issue for
Indian sports is the men-
ace of doping. The country
continues to rank high in
the global list of dope of-
fenders and has struggled
to tackle the problem de-
spite increased aware-
ness.

Khadse said while she
supports penal action
against those who encour-
age doping among minors,
it is not prudent to crimi-
nalise it.
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Hosting 2036 Olympics will be win-win
situation for India: Min of sports

"Agreed that those doing
it at the elite level are prob-
ably aware of the various
aspects of doping but those
who are at a much junior
level or have not reached
the elite level are not as
aware. They buy things
without realising the conse-
quences or on the advice of
coaches," she pointed out.

"The recently amended
National Anti-Doping Act,
2022 already empowers
the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) with legal
authority and investigative
powers similar to law en-
forcement bodies.

"We want to start Com-
pulsory Anti-Doping Edu-
cation for athletes, coach-
es, and parents as well as
randomised testing at State
and Junior Levels. Those
who facilitate drugs or dop-
ing to minors should be pe-
nalised under a strict law,"
she said.

IR aN DRI
SR FFACE ST TRTS (T S) DTSl
g, = - = e, ) el Qg
FSN - A T A - SHAHICG,
Cof:- TR, A SO, CeTE-ast,
B - avseos, RoT® $3/0w/20%s, TifFY
.95 w7, =it SEee @Rgige wase
TR WNCAGIT NI AT T AN AT
& oRf Gy, Prel - I=A Gg,
ST - weEe, Cofl: - I, -
R, (TRl - T, P - asseoy, SRR
& aMEed e @ R e
NG N AT A @A A
frafefs ifg Rore 25/0u/20%0 wifdd
a.f.9% =, Frul 2o o Gfagies
0b,09-0¢450 TR YA 5) AT 4 %)
AN A o el - @ifw =,
RET - Cofl: - AT © 7R @B, 01 -
TR, @@ - wE, - asseos,
TEFEIE 5 T 06 THIF 0L I5FH [Tz
TR | SR - Gl - SIS, €.
GF. TR - ¢, TNET @ T Wl - 8%,
ST T ~ob0, AN — 9, (T - Z9A
s o 151 06 TWHIF wb IfFG TG |
GORRI FFAE T ECOCT @ 5)
ARG A &) AHIT A Torax Prel wnfim
T, SR - Cofl:- IR © 7 @il
A - WO, (T - TR, P - asseos
TEHEE e T ofe R Ty [
OIS . W, 8 TR, FFUl FF ARFCT
I FREC | 32TE IS &I
e wefe A R[eefy astew
QPR W& RER wfFer @
GRS AR | S s S s
Eoikeis]]
5%- Ma wzg ey (BFem),
TR (15, 2o

RIS TG

A T A1, Prol- T <A, k-
OIS, Cits @ AI-BrE, -2 fRere
TR 1¢.00.20%0 SR FEF @. fo.
. w7, 9fFer @fegige asm
TUFIE (R, AR 6 ¢olis- Ao, AMl-
RARA- ISR AAAER T
A | TR ST (wrl-gort, A-Prm,
SISl (&R od R (W99, TF,
GELHE. 8% AN T&, TR.GT. ©
GFEE. 0@ W WA S G Wil
GRE TR 0,00l TR ol ST TG
FAHAGTFS LZONR |

GETR FFAET RIS T TSR @,
JIRIA 3 I SR s A ©rE
T HST AT 2% IR S FCR T
T (A, Prel- T8 (3R, TR 8 ¢t
- AR, -2 TR T |

Ausgram-II
Panchayat Samity

P.O.: Amarargarh,
Purba Bardhaman

Abridged Tender Notice
1. NIT Memo No. 685, Dated-

18.06.2025 (e-NIT No- 02/Aus-Il/
EO/15™ FC (Tied)/2025-26).

2. NIT Memo No. 686, Dated-
18.06.2025 (e-NIT No- 03/Aus-Il/
EO/15" FC (Un-Tied)/2025-26).
Date of Closing of Submission
of Technical and Financial Bid-
Sl. No. 01 & 02- 26.06.2025 at
18.00 IST. For any more details
contact the office of the
undersigned or visit website: http/
Iwbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Officer
Ausgram-ll, Purba Bardhman

MAKARDAHA-II GRAM PANCHAYAT
JOTGIRI, LAKSHMANPUR, HOWRAH

e-Tender Inviting Notice
Electronic Tenders are hereby invited from the bonafied and resourceful
bidders for different development works vide Tender Reference no.:-
(i) HOW/DOMJUR/MAK-II/NIT/4/2025-26, dated 17.06.2025 & (ii) HOW/
DOMJUR/MAK-II/NIT/5/2025-26, dated 17.06.2025, Fund: 15™ FC.
Bid submission start date: 18.06.2025 at 09.00 AM. Last date of Bid
submission: 25.06.2025 up to 06.00 PM. Date of opening : 28.06.2025
at 11.00 AM. Details are available in https://wbtenders.gov.in & https:/
letender.wb.nic.in and Office Notice Board.

Sd/-
Prodhan
Makardaha-Il Gram Panchayat

& undersigned G.P. Office.

Champadanga Gram Panchayat

Vill+P.0O.: Champadanga P.S.: Tarakeswar, Dist.: Hooghly

Notice Inviting e-Tender
e-Tender is invited from reliable and bonafied Tenderer for development
works vide NleT No.: 270/GP/Champa/2025, Date : 19.06.2025. Bid
Submission Start Date : 20/06/2025 at 12.00 PM. Bid Submission End
Date (Online): 26/06/2025 at 12.00 PM. Technical Bid Opening Date : 30/
06/2025 at 12.00 PM. For details please visit www.wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/-,
Prodhan
Champadanga Gram Panchayat

@1CcICI Bank

of receipt of the said Notice.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, BP-4, Te

Sector V, Salt Lake City, Kolkata West Bengal- 700091
CIN No: L65190G)J1994PLC021012, www.icicibank.com
The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12)
read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the
borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

chnopolis Building, 4th Floor,

Vill Arjuna Purbapara P.O.
Arjuna, Thana Kalna,
District Purba Bardhaman
West Bengal Lisoba
Mondlai- 712146/
LBBDN00006540981/
TBBDN00006440481

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand| Name
No) Borrower(s)/ Date of Symbolic Possession N%ﬂ%éﬁ"gﬁé‘"t of
Loan Account Number Notice (Rs) Branch
1. |Mirajuddin Sekh/ Sabek Dag No. 890, Hal Dag No. 1119, Sabek | March 15, 2025 Purba
Nilufa Begum Sekh/ Khatian No. 646, Hal L.R.R Khatian No. 707, J.L. Rs. Bardhaman
Jahir Uddin Sekh/ No. 56, Mouza Gopikantapur, Thana And Sub 24,22,224.96/-
Vill Kantadanga, Registry Jamalpur, Collector Bardhaman, B.L.
Gopikantapur Thana And [And L.R.O. Jamalpur, District Bardhaman, West
Sub Registry Jamalpur, Bengal (Admeasuring An Area of Sale Deed No.
Post Takdighi District 12043- Sold Area- East Side- 03/5 Satak More
Purba Bardhaman West  |or Less And Sale Deed No. | 528 Sold Area
Bengal Chakdihi- 713404/|Southern Side East West Side- 02 Satak More
LBDGR00006813332/ or Less. North: Jaridan Bibi/ Jaridan Bibi South:
TBDGR00006730277/ Sekh Jahiruddin/ Sekh Jahiruddin East: Late
TBDGR00006731229/ Makar Mandi/ Late Makar Mandi West: Noor
LBDGR00006912065 Islam/ Noor Islam/ Date of Symbolic 17-06-2025
2. |Azahar Ali/ R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 762 & 763, Sabek Khatian | March 15, 2025 Purba
Razina Sultana/ No. 229 & 334, L.R. Khatian No. 266, Touzi No. Bardhaman

26, Re. Sa. No. 1024, JL No. 209, And R.S. &
L.R. Dag No. 762/1434, Sabek Khatian No. 16,
L.R. Khatian No. 314, Village And Post
Singarkone, Mouza Arjuna, Anchal Pindira,
Pargana Ambika, P.S. & A.D.S.R. Office Kalna,
B.L. And L.R.O. Kalna 2, District Purba And
District Registry Office Purba Bardhaman,
West Bengal Admeasuring an Area of in 1st
Part R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 762- Land Measuring
1 Satak, R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 763- Land
Measuring 2 Satak In 2 Dag Total Arae 3
Satak With 2 Storied Building Thereon Where
Ground Floor 370 Sq. Ft. And 1st Floor 370 Sq.
Ft.,
762/1434- Land Measuring 2 Satak, in Part 1
And Part 2 Schedule Total Land Measuring 5
Satak. North: Property of Badruddin Jamal
South: Concrete Road & Owners Other
Property East: Pond West: Proper
Awal/ Date of Symbolic 17-06-20

and in 2nd Part R.S. & L.R. Dag No.

ty of Abdul
25

s.
21,50,766.02/-

\_Date: June 21, 2025, Place: Purba

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

Sincerely Authorised Officer, For ICICI Bank Ltdj

Bardhaman
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Study reveals how infertility treatment can  Global study predicts significant
tlouble risk of postpartum heart disease

NEW JERSEY : Infertility treat-
ment patients were twice as likely
to be hospitalised with heart dis-
ease in the year following delivery
as spontaneously conceived
patients, according to a study con-
ducted by Rutgers Health experts
using more than 31 million hospi-
tal records.

Infertility patients were 2.16
times more likely to be hospi-
talised for hypertension, or dan-
gerously elevated blood pressure
than normally conceived patients.

"Postpartum checkups are
necessary for all patients, but this
study indicates they are particu-
larly important for patients who
undergo infertility treatment to
achieve a conception,” said Rei
Yamada, an obstetrics and gyne-
cology resident at Rutgers Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School and
lead author of the study.

The study authors say their
results support standards of care
that now call for an initial post-
partum checkup three weeks after
delivery, standards that some
health systems have yet to adopt.
Much of the elevated risk came in
the first month after delivery, par-
ticularly for patients who devel-
oped dangerously high blood
pressure. "And these results
aren't the only ones to indicate

T

that follow-up should occur early,"
said CandeAnanth, chief of the
Division of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics in the Department of
Obstetrics,  Gynecology, and
Reproductive Sciences at Rutgers
Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School and senior author of the
study. "We have been involved in a
series of studies over the past few
years that have found serious
risks of heart disease and stroke
to various high-risk patient popu-
lations within those initial 30 days
after delivery - risks that could be

Researchers discover new
biomarker to diagnose Alzheimer's
in asymptomatic stages

i
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BARCELONA, SPAIN : A novel
biomarker for Alzheimer's dis-
ease in its asymptomatic phases
has been discovered by a recent
study headed by the Molecular
and Cellular Neurobiotechnology
group at the Institute for
Bioengineering of Catalonia
(IBEC) and the University of
Barcelona.

The molecule is called miR-
519a-3p, and it is a microRNA
that has been directly connected
to the expression of the cellular
prion protein (PrPC), which is dys-
regulated in patients with
Alzheimer's disease and other
neurodegenerative illnesses.

The hunt for stable, readily
ohservable biomarkers in hioflu-
ids, such microRNAs, presents a
chance to identify Alzheimer's
early on when the disease is
asymptomatic. This condition,
which affects over 35 million peo-
ple globally, might be diagnosed
and treated far more effectively
with early detection.

The expression of some
microRNAs is known to be dereg-
ulated in Alzheimer's patients.
However, this is the first time that
this microRNA has been specifi-
cally linked to the decrease in cel-
lular prion protein production
during disease progression.

Washington : Folate is a B vita-
min that is essential for prevent-
ing neural tube abnormalities
such as spina bifida. Folic acid, a
synthetic version of folate, has
been added to vitamins, breakfast
cereals, and other items in the
United States and more than 80
other countries to guarantee that
pregnant women get enough of it.
However, new research reveals
that there might be such a thing
as too much folic acid.

In a study published in
Communications Biology, a Nature
publication, researchers from the
UC Davis School of Medicine and
the UC Davis MIND Institute
showed that imbalances in folic
acid and vitamin B12 can alter
brain development in mice.

"There's no doubt the intro-
duction of folic acid diet fortifica-
tion has been beneficial, substan-
tially lowering the incidence of
neural tube defects," said Ralph
Green, distinguished professor in
the Department of Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine and co-sen-
ior author of the study. "However,
too much folic acid may have
detrimental impacts on brain
development, and that's some-
thing we need to sort out."

"Currently, tests to diagnose
Alzheimer's disease are usually
carried out after the onset of
symptoms, when there is already
underlying cognitive impairment.
We believe that the detection of
this microRNA may help to estab-
lish additional criteria for a more
accurate diagnosis in the early
stages of the disease," explains
IBEC principal investigator Jose
Antonio del Rio, full professor at
the Faculty of Biology and the
Institute of Neurosciences of the
University of Barcelona (UB) and
co-leader of the study.

The study also comparatively
analyses the presence of the bio-
marker in samples from other
neurodegenerative diseases:

If our goal is to use miR-519a-
3p as a biomarker to detect
Alzheimer's dementia in hypo-
thetically healthy people, it is
essential to ensure that its levels
are not altered in other neurode-
generative diseases. In our study,
we compared the levels of this
biomarker in samples from other
tauopathies and Parkinson's dis-
ease, confirming that the changes
in miR-519a-3p are specific to
Alzheimer's disease," said IBEC
senior researcher Rosalina Gavin,
UB associate professor and co-
leader of the study.

mitigated with earlier follow-up
care." The study analyzed the
Nationwide Readmissions
Database, which contains nation-
ally representative data on about
31 million hospital discharges and
readmissions per year. The data-
base contains diagnosis codes,
which let researchers find specific
populations and identify reasons
for readmission.

The researchers used data
from more than 31 million
patients who were discharged fol-
lowing delivery from 2010 to

Researchers find association of autism spectrum

2018, including 287,813 patients
who had undergone any infertility
treatment.

Although infertility treatment
predicted a sharply elevated risk
of heart disease, the study authors
said the relative youth of infertili-
ty treatment patients kept their
overall risk fairly low. Just 550 of
every 100,000 women who
received infertility treatment and
355 of every 100,000 who con-
ceived naturally were hospitalized
with cardiovascular disease in the
year after delivery.

The cause of the elevated risk
of heart disease associated with
infertility treatment remains
unclear. The increase in heart dis-
ease could stem from the infertili-
ty treatments themselves, the
underlying medical issues that
made patients infertile or some
other cause.

"Looking forward, I'd like to
see if different types of infertility
treatment and, importantly, med-
ications are associated with differ-
ent risk levels," said Yamada.
"Our data gave no information
about which patients had under-
gone which treatment. More
detailed information might also
provide insight into how infertility
treatment impacts cardiovascular
outcomes."

increase in life expectancy by 2050

LIFE expectancy around the world is projected to
improve by almost five years in men and by over four
years in women between 2022 and 2050, according
to a global study published in The Lancet journal.
Researchers said that the improvements are
expected to be the highest in countries where life
expectancy is lower, thereby contributing to an over-
all enhancement of life expectancy across geogra-

phies. Public health meas-
ures  preventing and
improving survival rates
from cardiovascular dis-
eases, COVID-19, and a
range of communicable,
maternal, neonatal, and
nutritional diseases, are
largely driving the trend of |
increasing life expectancy
globally, the authors said.

"In addition to an
increase in life expectancy
overall, we have found that
the disparity in life

in disease burden to non-communicable diseases
such as cardiovascular ones, cancer and diabetes,
and exposure to associated risk factors including
obesity and high blood pressure, will have the most
impact on the next generation.

This shift was analysed to increase an individual's
years lived with disability or YLDs. Disease burden is
the impact of a health problem on a given population,

measured through varied

indicators such as deaths,
disability, or financial
costs. Therefore, as the
disease burden shifts from
that of communicable ones
to non-communicable
health problems, people
are expected to live longer,
but with more years spent
in poor health, the
researchers said.

They said that healthy
life expectancy around the
world, referring to the

expectancy across geogra-

phies will lessen," said Chris Murray, director of the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME),

University of Washington, US.

"This is an indicator that while health inequalities
between the highest and lowest income regions will
remain, the gaps are shrinking, with the biggest
increases anticipated in Sub-Saharan Africa," said
Murray. The IHME coordinates the Global Burden of
Disease (GBD) study, the "largest and most compre-
hensive effort to quantify health loss across places

and over time."

However, the researchers from the GBD 2021
Forecasting Collaborators said that the ongoing shift

number of years one could

expect to live in good health, will increase by 2.6
years in the coming years - from 64.8 years in 2022

to 67.4 years in 2050.

For India, the study has projected that by 2050, on
average, men could have a life expectancy of over 75
years, while that for women could be almost 80
years. Healthy life expectancy, however, was project-
ed to be over 65 years for both men and women in
India. Drawing on the work of more than 11,000 col-
laborators, the GBD 2021 includes more than 607 hil-

lion estimates of 371 diseases and injuries and 88

ing to the IHME.

risk factors in 204 countries and territories, accord-

disorder, disrupted developmental dopamine

PENNSYLVANIA : According to recent
research, dopamine is essential for the
growth of neurons. Researchers have
shown that autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) and disrupted impaired develop-
mental dopamine signalling are relat-
ed.

Their findings open the door for
future targeted therapies by highlight-
ing the significance of researching
developmental signalling pathways to
comprehend the aetiology of ASD.
Their research is published by Elsevier
in The American Journal of Pathology.
Lead investigators Lingyan Xing, PhD,
and Gang Chen, PhD, Key Laboratory
of Neuroregeneration of Jiangsu and
the Ministry of Education, Co-innova-
tion Center of Neuroregeneration,
NMPA Key Laboratory for Research
and Evaluation of Tissue Engineering
Technology ~ Products, = Nantong
University, explained, "While dopamine
is commonly recognized as a neuro-
transmitter, its significance in the
developmental aspects of autism is
largely unexplored. Recent studies
have highlighted the crucial roles of
dopamine and serotonin in develop-
ment and their importance in the con-
struction of neural circuits."

"In addition, studies have indicated
that the use of dopamine-related drugs
during pregnancy is associated with an
increased risk of autism in children.
Armed with these tantalizing clues, we
embarked on a mission to bridge the
gap between dopamine's known func-
tions and its potential impact on neu-
rodevelopmental disorders, particular-
ly autism. Our quest was to uncover a
novel therapeutic target that could rev-
olutionize the way we approach autism
treatment.” Investigators studied the
role of disrupted dopaminergic signal-
ing in the etiology of ASD by integrating
human brain RNA sequencing tran-
scriptome analysis and a zebrafish
model, recognized for its high degree of
conservation with humans. To analyze
the developmental deficits in ASD sys-
tematically, two large publicly avail-
able data sets were retrieved from

the National Center for
Biotechnology Information (NCBI)
Gene Expression Omnibus database
and RNA sequencing data from
Arkinglab. Transcriptome analysis of
human brains revealed significant
correlations between changes in
dopaminergic signaling pathways
and neural developmental signaling
in patients with autism. This sug-
gests a potential link between dis-
rupted developmental dopamine sig-
naling and autism pathology. To
explore this link further researchers
used the zebrafish model to study the
effects of disrupted dopaminergic
signaling on neural circuit develop-
ment. They found that perturbations
in developmental dopaminergic sig-
naling led to neural circuit abnor-
malities and behavioral phenotypes
reminiscent of autism in zebrafish
larvae. The study also uncovered a
potential mechanism by which
dopamine impacts neuronal specifi-
cation through the modulation of
integrins. Dr. Chen commented, "We
were surprised by the extent of the
impact that dopaminergic signaling
has on neuronal specification in
zebrafish, potentially laying the
groundwork for circuit disruption in

autism-related phenotype.
Furthermore, the  unexpected
involvement of integrins as down-
stream targets of dopaminergic sig-
naling provides new insights into the
mechanisms underlying neurodevel-
opmental disorders." Dr. Xing con-
cluded, "This research sheds light on
the role of dopamine in neural circuit
formation during early development,
specifically in the context of autism.
Understanding these mechanisms
could lead to novel therapeutic inter-
ventions targeting dopaminergic sig-
naling pathways to improve outcomes
in individuals with autism and other
neurodevelopmental disorders."

ASD is a developmental disorder
that usually manifests itself in early
childhood. Although clinical outcomes
vary greatly from case to case, autism
is characterized by both a restricted
interest in social interaction and repet-
itive behavior. This coincides with dis-
ruptions in brain connectivity shown by
diffusion tension imaging. Studies have
shown that several neurodevelopmen-
tal processes may be affected in ASD,
including neurogenesis, neural migra-
tion, axon pathfinding, and synaptic
formation, all of which can lead to neu-
ral circuit disruption.

<‘i =

SBI Life crowdsources
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future-facing Al solutions
from India’s Next-Gen
Talent pool at the 2025

Hack-Al-Thon finale

KOLKATA: SBI Life
Insurance, one of India's
most trusted private life
insurers, marked the

round

After rigorous jury

and

evaluation,Innovation
Brigade team comprising

finale of its national inno-  of Ms. Asha
vation initiative - Hack-Al- ~ Vidyadharan&Mr.Rameez
Thon2025- a strategic Khan from  Bhopal
platform to crowdsource emerged as the winner of
artificial intelligence-driv-  Hack-AI-Thon 2025,

en solutions to real-busi-
ness challenges faced by
the insurance sector. The
event culminated weeks of
dynamic ideation and col-
laboration, with 16+ top
teams(50+ participants)
presenting Al-led innova-
tions, focused on enhanc-
ing customer experience,
operational efficiency, and
digital service delivery.
The event  was
designed to tap into next-
gen talent, foster a culture
of co-creation, and accel-
erate digital transforma-
tion. The participants,
including developers and
Al enthusiasts, represent-

ner-up

Semantics

ty, and

lenges in

impressing the panel with
their innovative solutionat
the Hack-Al-Thon 2025
Grand Finale. Similarly,
Black Bird from Indore,
was chosen the 1st run-
and Plutus.Al
fromTrichy as well as

from Pune

were announced the 2nd
runner ups. Each of the
winning solutions stood
out for their innovative
thinking, technical viabili-

potential to

address real-world chal-

the life insur-

ance sector.
Speaking on the grand
finale of SBI Life's Hack-

ed top institutes across Al-Thon 2025,
Chennai, Bangalore, Mr.Ravindra Sharma,
Hyderabad, Indore,  Chief of Brand, Corporate

Bhopal, and Delhi to com-
pete on challenges rang-
ing from predictive ana-
lytics and  process
automation to fraud
detection and customer
engagement.

Communication and CSR,
SBI Life Insurance, said,
"Hack-Al-Thon was con-
ceptualised to engage the
next generation of prob-
lem solvers in shaping the
future of insurance.”

acid, low B12 may affect fetal brain development in mice: Study

Concerns about folate deficien-
cies and neural tube defects,
which can lead to stillbirths,
paralysis, cognitive disabilities
and other issues, peaked in the
1990s. At the time, the Food and
Drug Administration and Centers
for  Disease  Control and
Prevention revised guidelines to
ensure people who were pregnant
got the necessary amounts. Green
played an important role in devel-
oping these standards.

However, the timing of folate
during pregnancy is tricky. The
neural tube forms early in preg-
nancy and usually closes about 28
days after conception. This meant
targeted folate supplements
would likely arrive too late.

The solution was to fortify
foods and vitamins with folic acid,
the synthetic form of folate, to
ensure pregnant people received
enough. In the decades since folic
acid fortification began, neural
tube defects have declined dra-
matically.

During that same time, the
prevalence of neurodevelopmen-
tal conditions such as autism and
attention-deficit/hyperactivity dis-
order (ADHD) increased. Epilepsy
rates rose as well. The

researchers wanted to explore
whether there is a possible link
between these increases and
excessive folic acid. Green notes
that folic acid fortification may be
an imperfect solution.

"The food industry has been
adding folic acid to breakfast cere-
als, snack foods, and vitamins,
and that has likely increased
intake above recommended
guidelines," Green said. "The safe
upper limit for folate is 1,000
micrograms per day. The National
Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey data showed that a sub-
stantial percentage of women's
diets were above that limit."

The consequences of high folic
acid and low B12

Green and colleagues have
been studying this issue for sever-
al years. In a 2020 paper pub-
lished in Cerebral Cortex, the
group showed that both folate
overabundance and deficiency
could cause neurodevelopmental
issues in mice.

In the new study, the team
investigated the effects of high
folic acid intake, B12 deficiency
and high amounts of a natural
folate -- folinic acid -- that may act
differently than folic acid. The
body needs B12 to recycle and
adequately use folate.

The investigators supplied a
group of mice before and during
pregnancy with a controlled diet
containing normal levels of folic
acid and B12 and four separate
groups with diets that either
included:

- high folic acid

- low B12

- high folic acid with low B12

- high folinic acid

Using multiple imaging tech-
niques, the offspring of these
pregnancies were examined with
a focus on the development of the
cerebral cortex, the primary brain
structure associated with impor-
tant cognitive and emotional func-

tions. The cerebral cortex is cen-
tral to a range of psychiatric disor-
ders, particularly those that first
appear in childhood.

"These different dietary condi-
tions appear to influence the way
neurons arise in the developing
brain," said KonstantinosZarbalis,
professor of pathology and labora-
tory medicine, faculty member of
the UC Davis MIND Institute and
co-senior author.

"With high levels of folic acid
or B12 deficiency, there was a
change in neural development.
Cortical neurons that usually
emerge during a later stage of
brain development were pro-
duced over a longer period of
time and required a longer period
to settle in and assume their
proper position in the developing
brain. In addition, both high folic
acid and B12 deficiency appear to
cause many neurons to develop
fewer interconnections," Zarbalis
said.

The exception was folinic acid,
the natural folate. Even though it
was given at the same high levels
as folic acid, there were virtually
no consequences to developing
mouse brains. As researchers
expected, the group given a diet

that combined high folic acid with
low B12 showed the most pro-

nounced neurodevelopmental
abnormalities.
While these results are

intriguing and may eventually be
linked to human pathology, the
authors stress the need for abun-
dant caution. Animal models dif-
fer from humans in key ways,
including metabolic rates and the
efficiency with which they process
folic acid. In ongoing work, the
team is investigating the effects of
folic acid and B12 in human brain
organoids (3D cell clusters that
incorporate several neural cell
types). This research may provide
better insights into how these
nutrients affect human biology.

"There's a lot of complexity in
how the body responds to folic
acid, vitamin B12 and folinic acid.
We are at the early stages of
determining how these elements
interact," Zarbalis said.
"Ultimately, we would like to find
a definitive answer for how much
folate, and what form, is optimal
to avoid neural tube defects and
other potential brain health
issues."
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Amnesty urges immediate halt on
forced deportations of Rohingyas

MI News Service, London:
Ahead of world refugee
day, the Amnesty Interna-
tional said that the Indian
government must immedi-
ately stop all depotations
of rohingya men women
and children and recognise
them as refugees and treat
them with dignity and pro-
tect their human rights that
they deserve under Inter-
national human rights law.
On May 8, at least 40 ro-
hingya refugees were forci-
bly deported in a naval ship
by the Indian authorities
that included children and
old people. According to
their families who spoke
with amnesty International
the refugees were blind-
folded flown to the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
and then transferred on
to an Indian naval vessel.
These families alleged that
they were forcibly deported

despite possessing identifi-
cation documents that were
issued by the UN Refugee
Agency.

The families explained
that in the Andaman sea,
the refugees were alleged-
ly given life jackets and
pushed into the waters,
forcing them to attempt to
swim to an island in Myan-
mar territory. “They bor-
rowed a cell phone from a
fisherman and contacted us.
We didn’t hear from them
after that,” said a relative to
the Amnesty International.

A few days later, around
hundred more refugees
were detained at the Matia
Transit Detention Centre
in Assam who were them
transported by bus and
pushed across the eastern
border into Bangladesh
without any formal legal
process.

On the same day in a case

pertaining to the living con-
ditions and deportations of
Rohingya refugees, the In-
dian government told the
apex court that it neither
recognizes the UNHCR is-
sued Refugee cards nor the
Rohingyas as refugees, as
India is not a signatory to
the 1951 UN Refugee Con-
vention hence they are not
willing to extend any kind
of protection to these ref-
ugees. The apex court then
ruled that only Indian citi-
zens have the right to reside
in the country hence the sit-
uation of these refugees the
fall under the category of
foreigners act which allows
forced the deportations.
Around 100 rohingya
refugees were also pushed
across the border into Ban-
gladesh in another incident.
Two Rohingya Refugee is
filed a petition requesting
India’s Supreme Court to

into win and immediately
stop for the deportations
on May 17. The pleas were,
however, dismissed by the
court. The court questioned
the credibility of the story
and said that the story legs
substantive evidence.

According to the Amnes-
ty International India’s non
ratification of the UN Ref-
ugee convention cannot be
used as an excuse to force
people to live in conditions
of danger persecution and
statelessness. India must
reference from forcing de-
portations under the prin-
ciple of ‘non-refoulement’
in customary Internation-
al law and it’s also a legal
application in India under
the international covenant
on civil and political rights
to avoid the risk of the ref-
ugees being subjected to
serious human rights vio-
lations.

Indian students in US jailed for
fraud targeting senior citizens

MI News Service, Washington: Though they were
booked for different cases, they were involved in sim-
ilar fraud cases. Due to the frauds, citizens have lost

millions of dollars.

One of the students has been identified as 20-year-
old Kishan Rajeshkumar Patel. He has been sentenced

to jail for over five years.

As per the US Department of Justice, he was part of
an online phishing scam. He used to impersonate US
government officials to get money and jewelry from the

senior citizens.

Patel was caught when he went to collect what he
thought was USD 130,000 in Granite Shoals, Texas on
August 24, 2024. He has been in federal custody since

August 29.

Due to the fraud, a total of USD 2,694,156 was lost.
It targeted at least 25 elderly victims.

In a separate case, another Indian student, Moinud-
din Mohammed, has been sentenced to eight years in

prison for a similar scam.

In this scam, elderly Americans lost around 6 mil-

lion.

Recently, an Indian-origin man has been sentenced
to over six years in prison for his involvement in a
nearly USD 2 million scheme to defraud senior citizens

by using call centers abroad.

Giving him the 75-month sentence on Wednesday,
Federal Judge William Jung also ordered Pranav Patel
to forfeit USD 1.79 million that was collected from se-

niors in Florida and elsewhere.

In view of the frauds, the US Justice Department and

FBI continue to urge caution.

Days of attacks and reprisals by the
two enemies have shuttered airspace
across the Middle East, severely dis-
rupting commercial flights and leav-
ing people unable to get in or out of
the region easily.

Some governments are using land
borders to get their citizens out by
road to countries where airports re-
main open.

Thousands of foreigners have al-
ready left since the conflict started
last week when Israel launched sur-
prise missile strikes on Iran.

Bulgaria has moved all its diplo-
mats from Tehran to the capital of
Azerbaijan, Baku, the Balkan coun-
try’s prime minister said Thursday.

“We are not closing the embassy,
??but moving it to Baku until the dan-
ger passes,” said Prime Minister Ros-
en Zhelyazkov.

A group of 89 Bulgarians was evac-
uated from Israel by plane to Sofia,
along with 59 nationals from Slovenia,

Evacuation efforts increases rapidly
as Iran-Israel tensions escalate

MI News Service, Tel Aviv: Coun-
tries are evacuating their nationals
from Israel and Iran by air, land and
sea as conflict rages between the hit-
ter rivals.

the US, Belgium, Albania, Kosovo and
Romania.

They left from the Egyptian city
of Sharm el-Sheikh, where they had

been transferred by bus across the

border from Israel.

He said the government had urged
all Bulgarians willing to join the con-
voy to do so. They set off in 11 vehicles
on Wednesday morning.

China said it has evacuated more
than 1,600 nationals from Iran and
“several hundred others” from Israel.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo

Jiakun said Beijing would continue

to do its “utmost to assist in the safe
transfer and evacuation of Chinese
citizens.”

The European Union has helped
evacuate some 400 people from Isra-
el via Jordan and Egypt as part of its
efforts to coordinate an emergency re-
sponse within the 27-nation bloc.

“Member states coordinate the list
and we co-finance these flights up to
75 per cent of the transport costs,”
European Commission spokesperson
Eva Hrncirova told a regular press
conference in Brussels on Wednes-
day.

US, UK agree that Iran
can never develop
nuclear weapon

MI News Service, Washing-
ton/London: US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio met
with UK Foreign Secretary
David Lammy on Thursday
in Washington, DC for talks.

“They discussed the con-
flict between Israel and Iran
and agreed that Iran can
never develop or acquire a
nuclear weapon,” the State
Department said in a state-
ment.

The meeting came as
tensions in the region con-
tinued to rise after Israel
launched airstrikes last Fri-
day on multiple sites across
Iran, including military and
nuclear facilities, prompting
Tehran to carry out retalia-
tory strikes.

Rubio and Lammy re-
viewed other key areas of
bilateral cooperation, in-
cluding efforts to bring an
end to the Russia-Ukraine
war, according to the de-
partment.

They also spoke about the
upcoming NATO summit in
The Hague and reaffirmed
the importance of increased
defense spending to secure
peace and stability.

Iran's atomic chief urges
|AEA to end "inaction,"
condemn Israeli attacks

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran's atomic chief on Thurs-
day called on the United
Nations nuclear watchdog
to immediately end its "in-
action" and condemn Israeli
attacks on Iran's "peaceful"
nuclear facilities, according
to the semi-official Fars News
Agency.

Head of the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran Mo-
hammad Eslami made the
remarks in a letter addressed
to President of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA) Rafael Grossi following
an Israeli strike on the Arak
heavy water research reac-
tor facility in Khondab Coun-
ty in Markazi province early
Thursday.

Eslami called on the IAEA
to immediately end its "inac-
tion" and condemn Israel's
actions, which are in contra-
diction with international law.

Israel has power to destroy all of
Iran's nuclear facilities : Netanyahu

MI News
Jerusalem: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu said on Thursday
that Israel had already de-
stroyed "more than half"
of Iran's missile launchers
and was "capable of strik-
ing all of Iran's nuclear fa-
cilities."

In an interview with the
Israeli Public Broadcasting
Corporation, Netanyahu
said seven days into the
war, Israeli forces were
ahead of schedule in their
offensive against Iranian
nuclear and missile sites,
although he did not give a
timeline for an end to the
Israeli attacks.

The change or fall of
Iran's leadership was not a
goal of Israel's attacks but
could be a result, he also
said.

On Thursday, the Israel
Defense Forces announced
in a statement that it had
launched a broad aerial
campaign across Iran, in-
cluding a strike targeting
the inactive Arak nuclear

Service,

reactor in western Iran.

Also on Thursday, mis-
siles fired from Iran struck
a hospital and residential
buildings in Israel, wound-
ing more than 30 people,
according to Israeli health
authorities and local media.

Iran's state news agency
IRNA, however, said Iran
targeted Israel's military
intelligence facilities in its
strikes on the southern part
of the country on Thursday
morning, not a hospital as
was reported by some me-
dia outlets.

This latest exchange of
fire marks a sharp escala-
tion in hostilities that erupt-
ed after Israel launched air-
strikes on Iran on June 13.

Meanwhile, The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said in
a statement that more than
25 of its fighter jets struck
and destroyed over 35 mis-
sile storage and launch
facilities in the Tabriz and
Kermanshah areas in west-
ern Iran on Friday.

According to the IDF
more than 50 Israeli fighter

jets carried out overnight
strikes on targets in Teh-
ran.

The IDF stated that the
overnight strikes target-
ed Iran's alleged nuclear
weapons program, includ-
ing the building of the Or-
ganization of Defensive In-
novation and Research, the
program's headquarters, as
well as another facility that
produced a critical compo-
nent for the program.

The Tehran strikes also
targeted industrial sites in-
volved in the production of
surface-to-surface missile
components.

The IDF also added that
the overnight operation
also struck three missile
launchers in Iran that were
ready to launch, and a mil-
itary commander who was
operating to launch the
missiles.

It noted that in recent
days, its fighter jets had
also attacked Iranian mis-
sile and radar systems in
the Isfahan and Tehran ar-
eas.

Allahabad HC halts demolition of
school in Sambhal amid ownership
dispute by Hindutva groups

MI News Service,
Allahabad: ~ The Allahabad
High Court ordered the Uttar
Pradesh government to halt the
demolition of Azad Jannat Nisha
School in Sambhal amid an own-
ership dispute.

Celebrating a win, the Associ-
ation for Protection of Civil Rights
(APCR) wrote on X that the rights
group managed to successfully
secure the school and thanked
the lawyers - Ghazala Bano and
Maeeh Uddin for their support
who represented the petitioner.

The school situated in Alam
Saria of Sambhal is a long-stand-
ing  educational institution
providing education to many
students. The dispute started
on January 13 2025, when the
District Magistrate sub division-
al Magistrate along with police-

men and local officials reached
the school premises cleaning
the ownership of the school and
threatened the owners.

The Hindutva groups were
also involved in the dispute.
Following this, the manager of
the school, Mohammad Shahvez
Alam filed a petition asserting
that he is the rightful owner of
the land since 1979.

Alam claimed that his father
had purchased the land from
nathua alias Ganga Prasad and
her Prasad by a registered sale
deed in the year 1979 but now
their legal heirs are cleaning

the ownership of the property.

The administration allegedly
demolished the school’s gate and
several classrooms on May 15
causing the damage of at least 30
lakh. The administration also oc-

cupied the school land including
the path leading to the school.

A bench comprising Justice
Siddharth Verma and Justice
Harveer Singh issued the direc-
tive halting the demolition and
stated that the institution must
function peacefully.

According to the APCR, the
dispute escalated after the com-
munal tensions in Sambhal. The
rights group that the local au-
thorities along with police and
District Magistrate favoured the
trespassers and did not support
the school administration.

The Counsell for the State Sri
Gopal Saxena stated, “the peti-
tioner had filed the instant read
petition on absolutely baseless
apprehension” and mentioned
that there was no plan to demol-
ish the school building.

PM Narendra Modi inaugurates, lays foundation stone of
development works worth over Rs 5,200 crore in Siwan, Bihar

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of mul-
tiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,200
crore in Siwan, Bihar to-
day. Extending greetings
to all present, the Prime
Minister paid respects to
Baba Mahendra Nath and
Baba Hans Nath, and in-
voked the sacred presence
of Sohgara Dham. He also
offered salutations to Maa
Thawe Bhawani and Maa
Ambika Bhawani. The
Prime Minister honored
the memory of the nation's
first President, Desh Ratna
Dr. Rajendra Prasad and
Loknayak Jayaprakash
Narayan.

Describing Siwan as an
inspiring land in India’s
freedom struggle, Shri
Modi underlined that this
land has empowered the
nation’s democracy and
strengthened the Consti-
tution. He highlighted that
Siwan gave the country a
great son in Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, who played a piv-
otal role in both drafting
the Constitution and guid-
ing the country’s direction.
The Prime Minister further
acknowledged Siwan’s
contribution in the form of
great social reformer Braj
Kishore Prasad, who ded-
icated his life to the cause
of women’s empowerment.

Shri  Modi expressed
happiness that the mission
of such great souls is be-
ing advanced with strong
resolve by the Union and
State government. He stat-
ed that today’s programme
is a part of these continued
efforts. The Prime Minis-
ter announced that proj-
ects worth thousands of
crores of rupees were in-
augurated and foundation
stones laid from the same
platform, emphasising
that these developmental
initiatives will lead Bihar
toward a brighter future
and contribute to building
a prosperous state. Shri
Modi remarked that the
projects will play a major
role in the growth of re-
gions like Siwan, Sasaram,
Buxar, Motihari, Bettiah,

and Arrah. He highlight-
ed that these initiatives
will ease the lives of the
poor, the deprived, Dal-
its, Mahadalits, backward
and extremely backward
communities and extend-
ed warm congratulations
to the people of Bihar for
these projects.

Stating that he had just
returned from a foreign
visit, Shri Modi shared
that during the tour, he
engaged in discussions
with leaders of some of
the world's most devel-
oped nations. He high-
lighted that global leaders
are deeply impressed by
India’s rapid growth. The
Prime Minister remarked
that these leaders see India
emerging as the world’s
third-largest economic
powerhouse and affirmed
that Bihar will play a ma-
jor role in this transforma-
tion. “A prosperous Bihar
will significantly contrib-
ute to the country's overall
development”, described
Shri Modi, attributing the
confidence to the strength
and capability of the peo-
ple of Bihar. The Prime
Minister commended the
people for eradicating the
era of lawlessness in the
state. He observed that to-
day’s youth in Bihar know
the state's condition two
decades ago only through
stories and anecdotes.
Pointing out that they may
not fully grasp the extent
of deterioration caused
during that period of mis-
rule, Shri Modi empha-
sized that Bihar, which led
India’s progress for centu-
ries, had once become a
symbol of forced migration
due to the grip of previous
regimes.

Emphasising that for
every resident of Bi-
har, self-respect is par-
amount, the Prime Min-
ister remarked that my
Bihari brothers and sisters
demonstrate remarkable
resilience, succeeding
even in the most difficult
circumstances. He assert-
ed that they never compro-
mise on their self-respect.
However, the Prime Min-
ister noted that the previ-
ous regimes severely hurt

Bihar’s pride. He criticized
these regimes of rampant
corruption, which turned
poverty into Bihar’s mis-
fortune. Despite numerous
challenges, he said, under
the leadership of Shri Ni-
tish Kumar, the present
government has brought
Bihar back on the path of
development. Shri Modi
cited that in the last 10-
11 years, approximately
55,000 kilometers of rural
roads have been construct-
ed in Bihar. He added that
over 1.5 crore homes have
been provided with elec-
tricity connections while
1.5 crore households have
received water connec-
tions. Shri Modi noted that
more than 45,000 Com-
mon Service Centres have
been established across
the state, highlighting that
new start-ups are now
emerging in small towns
across Bihar.

Noting that the momen-
tum of Bihar's develop-
ment continues to accel-
erate, Shri Modi cautioned
that elements responsible
for previous lawlessness
are now seeking an oppor-
tunity to regain control of
the government and Bi-
har's economic resources.
He stated that these groups
are resorting to various
tactics to achieve their
goals. The Prime Minister
urged the people of Bihar
to remain highly vigilant,
emphasizing the need to
keep those who are poised
to derail the journey to-
ward a prosperous Bihar
far away.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that while the
country has long heard
slogans about eradicating
poverty, their government
has demonstrated that
poverty can indeed be re-
duced. “In the past decade,
a record 25 crore Indians
have overcome poverty”,
highlighted  Shri Modi,
pointing out that global-
ly renowned institutions
like the World Bank have
praised India’s achieve-
ment. He noted that Bihar
and particularly the gov-
ernment under Shri Nit-
ish Kumar has played a
significant role in this na-

tional success. Previously,
the Prime Minister stated,
more than half of Bihar’s
population fell into the cat-
egory of extreme poverty.
However, in the last ten
years, nearly four crore
people in Bihar have over-
come poverty.

Pointing out that even
decades after indepen-
dence, millions remained
poor not due to a lack of
effort, but because they
had no path forward, Shri
Modi attributed this to the
long-standing license raj
under the previous regime,
which, he said, kept the
nation poor. He noted that
during that time, every
service and opportunity
was bound by rigid quo-
ta-permit systems, requir-
ing even the smallest tasks
to be approved. The Prime
Minister stated that under
the rule of previous gov-
ernments, the poor were
denied housing, while mid-
dlemen siphoned off ration
supplies. He emphasized
that healthcare remained
out of reach for the poor,
and education and employ-
ment were constant strug-
gles. The Prime Minister
observed that citizens had
to make countless visits to
government offices just to
secure electricity or water
connections. He added that
getting a gas connection
required an MP’s recom-
mendation, and jobs were
inaccessible without brib-
ery or influence. Stating
that the worst affected by
this system were primarily
people from Dalit, Maha-
dalit, backward, and ex-
tremely backward commu-
nities, Shri Modi said that
while these sections were
shown dreams of poverty
eradication, a handful of
families became million-
aires and billionaires in
the process.

“Over the past 11 years,
our government has re-
mained committed to re-
moving every obstacle
from the path of the poor.
As a result, visible and im-
pactful outcomes are now
emerging”, said Shri Modi.
He remarked that over the
last decade, more than 4
crore poor families across

the country have received
pucca houses under gov-
ernment initiatives and an
additional 3 crore homes
are set to be constructed
in the coming years. Shri
Modi emphasized that
this development has sig-
nificantly benefited the
poor, Dalits, Mahadalits,
backward classes, and ex-
tremely backward families
in Bihar. Under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana,
more than 57 lakh pucca
houses have been built in
the state alone. In Siwan
district, the Prime Minis-
ter pointed out, over 1.10
lakh homes have already
been constructed for the
poor and affirmed that
this work is ongoing with-
out interruption. He stated
that housing installments
were disbursed today for
over 50,000 families in Bi-
har. Shri Modi expressed
particular satisfaction that
a majority of these houses
are registered in the names
of mothers and sisters.
He noted with pride that
women who traditionally
never had property in their
names are now becoming
proud homeowners.
Highlighting that the
government is providing
not only housing but also
free ration, electricity, and
water facilities to the poor,
the Prime Minister re-
marked that over the past
years, more than 12 crore
new households across the
country have been con-
nected with tap water. He
noted that in Siwan district
alone, over 4.5 lakh fami-
lies received tap water for
the first time. Shri Modi
stated that the govern-
ment is working with the
objective of ensuring tap
connections in every rural
household and adequate
drinking water in urban
areas. He pointed out that
in recent years, multiple
pipeline and sewage treat-
ment projects have been
executed in various cities
of Bihar. He added that
new pipeline and sewage
treatment plants have now
been approved for dozens
more towns. “All these
projects will significantly
enhance the quality of life

for poor and middle-class
families”, underlined the
Prime Minister.

Strongly criticising the
track record of the pre-
vious dispensation, Shri
Modi stated that their
actions have consistent-
ly been anti-Bihar and
anti-investment. He re-
marked that whenever
these parties speak of de-
velopment, people are re-
minded of locked shops,
stalled businesses, and
crippled industries. The
Prime Minister asserted
that this is why such par-
ties have never been able
to win the trust of Bihar’s
youth. He stated that these
parties have historically
promoted dilapidated in-
frastructure, mafia rule,
lawlessness, and corrup-
tion.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that the talented
youth of Bihar are closely
observing and evaluating
the work being done on the
ground. He cited the Mar-
howra Locomotive Factory
as a prime example of the
NDA’s development mod-
el in Bihar. He announced
that the first engine man-
ufactured at the Marhowra
factory is being exported
to Africa, marking a his-
toric milestone. Shri Modi
emphasized that this fac-
tory stands in the Saran
district, which was once
dismissed as backward by
the previous regime. He
stated that today, this very
district has earned a place
on the global manufactur-
ing and export map. Crit-
icizing previous regimes
for stalling Bihar’s growth
engine, the Prime Min-
ister highlighted that an
engine made in Bihar will
now power trains in Afri-
ca, calling it a moment of
immense pride. The Prime
Minister expressed strong
confidence that Bihar will
emerge as a major hub
for ‘Made in India’ manu-
facturing. He added that
not only will local produce
like makhana, fruits, and
vegetables reach interna-
tional markets, but goods
manufactured in Bihar’s
factories will also find
global demand. “The prod-

ucts created by Bihar’s
youth will strengthen the
vision of an Atmanirbhar
Bharat”, stated Shri Modi.

Underlining that the
modern infrastructure be-
ing developed in Bihar will
play a crucial role in the
state's progress, the Prime
Minister  remarked that
unprecedented investment
is being made in roads,
railways, air travel, and
waterways across Bihar. He
noted that Bihar is consis-
tently receiving new trains,
including state-of-the-art
Vande Bharat trains. Shri
Modi also announced a ma-
jor milestone, stating that
before the onset of Sawan,
the land of Baba Harihar-
nath has now been connect-
ed to the land of Baba Gor-
akhnath through the new
Vande Bharat Express. He
added that the new Patna—
Gorakhpur Vande Bharat
train offers a modern travel
option to devotees of Lord
Shiva in Purvanchal. The
Prime Minister emphasized
that this train also serves
as a vital link between the
land of Lord Buddha’s pen-
ance and his Mahaparinir-
vana site, Kushinagar.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that such efforts
will not only boost industri-
al and commercial activity
in Bihar, but will also great-
ly benefit the tourism sec-
tor. He stated that these de-
velopments will help Bihar
shine more prominently on
the global tourism map. He
stressed that as a result,
countless employment op-
portunities will be created
for the youth of Bihar.

Affirming that the spir-
it of the Constitution is to
ensure equal opportunities
for all and eliminate dis-
crimination, Shri Modi re-
iterated the government’s
commitment to this prin-
ciple through the mantra
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’. He contrasted this
with the approach of the
previous regime, stating
that their politics is cen-
tered around “family-first”
development, serving only
their own interests. He
criticised them for harm-
ing the interests of mil-
lions of families in Bihar

and across the country for
the sake of their own fam-
ilies. The Prime Minister
emphasized that Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar stood firmly
against such dynastic pol-
itics, and accused these
parties of repeatedly in-
sulting his legacy. He re-
ferred to a recent incident
involving another party,
where Dr. Ambedkar’s
photograph was allegedly
disrespected, and noted
that posters demanding
an apology have appeared
across Bihar. However, he
expressed doubt that any
apology would be offered,
stating that these parties
lack genuine respect for
Dalits and Mahadalits. Shri
Modi remarked that while
previous dispensations
place Dr. Ambedkar’s im-
age at their feet, he holds
Dr. Ambedkar in his heart.
He accused them of trying
to portray themselves as
greater than Dr. Ambedkar
by dishonoring him and
asserted that the people of
Bihar will never forget this
insult to Baba Saheb.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that the launching
pad required for Bihar’s
rapid progress has already
been prepared through the
efforts of Shri Nitish Ku-
mar. He emphasized that
it is now the responsibility
of their alliance to work
together and take Bihar
to new heights of develop-
ment. Shri Modi expressed
full confidence in the youth
of Bihar, stating that to-
gether, they will restore
the state’s ancient glory
and transform Bihar into a
powerful engine of a devel-
oped India. He concluded
by extending his best wish-
es for the ongoing develop-
ment initiatives.

The Governor of Bi-
har, Shri Arif Mohammed
Khan, Chief Minister of
Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar,
Union Ministers Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, Shri Jitan
Ram Manji, Shri Giriraj
Singh, Shri Chirag Pas-
wan, Shri Nityanand Rai,
Shri Ram Nath Thakur, Dr.
Raj Bhushan Choudhary,
Shri Satish Chandra Dubey
were present among other
dignitaries at the event.
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Ist Test: Yashasvi Jaiswals majestic ton powers
India to 215/2 at Tea against England

CPL: KKR TEAM
MENTOR DWAYNE
BRAVO REPLACES
PHIL SIMMONS AS
NEW TRINBAGO
KNIGHT RIDERS
HEAD COACH

NEW DELHI [INDIA]

Trinbago Knight Riders (TKR)
have announced the appoint-
ment of former West Indies all-
rounder Dwayne Bravo as
their new head coach for the
upcoming edition of the
Caribbean Premier League
(CPL) 2025. Following the lat-
est development, Bravo has
replaced Phil Simmons, who is
currently serving as the head
coach of the Bangladesh men's
team. "It's an honour to be
given the opportunity to be
Head Coach of TKR, a team
that's very close to my heart. I
would like to personally thank
Coach Phil Simmons for his
time and commitment over the

NEW DELHI [INDIA] :
2025

LEEDS [UK]

: Yashasvi Jaiswal's
commanding century along with
Indian skipper Shubman Gill's
fifty plus score powered India to
215/2 at the end of the second
session on Day 1 of the first test
against England, at Headingley,
Leeds.

A wicketless session for India,

as the duo of Gill and Jaiswal
added 123 runs off 154 balls in
the second session.

India started their second ses-

sion on 92/2,

Indian skipper
Shubman Gill joined Jaiswal in
the middle. India crossed the 100-
run mark in the 29th over after
Gill smashed a four towards
cover-point, off Brydon Carse.

Jaiswal completed his maiden

-~

South
Africa's ICC World Championship

title-winning  captain

last few years, and now I look

forward to this new challenge
for me and my staff," Bravo
said in a social media post of
the franchise. During his stint
in the Caribbean Premier
League as a player, Bravo
made 107  appearances
between 2013 and 2024 and
scalped 129 wickets while
maintaining his economy rate
at 8.74. Of 11 seasons, Bravo
represented the Trinbago
Knight Riders in nine. He lifted
the title five times, including
the season when he led St Kitts
and Nevis Patriots to a memo-
rable title run in 2021.

Last year, Bravo was
appointed as the head coach of
the Abu Dhabi Knight Riders in
the ILT20. In the cash-rich
Indian Premier League (IPL),
Bravo retired from the league
in 2022 and served as a bowl-
ing consultant for the five-time
champions Chennai Super
Kings for the 2023 and 2024
seasons. In IPL 2025, Bravo
joined the Kolkata Knight
Riders to replace Gautam
Gambhir as the team mentor.
Under his watch, the Knight
Riders, the defending champi-
ons, failed to defend their
crown and finished eighth with
12 points. The renowned West
Indies all-rounder lifted four
IPL titles with CSK in different
roles. The decorated
Caribbean star is the sixth-
highest wicket-taker in IPL
history with 183 scalps and the
first player to win two purple
caps in the tournament, in
2013 and 2015.

Temba Bavuma has been ruled

For  Bengaluru

out of the upcoming two-match
Test series against Zimbabwe
due to a left hamstring strain,
according to the ICC website.

fifty in England after pushing the
ball towards midwicket for a sin-
gle, off Josh Tongue. The duo of
Gill and Jaiswal added 50 runs for
the third wicket in the 36th over.

Gill, in his first match as
Indian skipper, took charge on the
England bowlers as he smashed
40 runs off just 44 balls. At
drinks, India were 159/2 Yashasvi
Jaiswal 67(112) and Shubman
Gill 40 (44).

Gill slammed his first half-cen-
tury as captain. He breaks his
fifty-less SENA streak, slamming
his first fifty in SENA since his 91
at Gabba in January 2021, after a
streak of eight Tests and 15
innings without a fifty later after
it.

Proteas veteran spinner
Keshav Maharaj will take over as
the captain for the red-ball series
starting from June 28. Bavuma
sustained the injury during day
three of the World Test
Championship Final at Lord's
while batting in the second
innings.

He continued to bat with pain
and put on a fight with a well-
made half century, stitching up a
match-winning partnership with
Aiden Markram.

Bavuma is set to undergo fur-
ther scans to assess the extent of
the injury, while experienced
Maharaj will lead the side, which
consists of five uncapped players.

This is the third hamstring
injury Bavuma has suffered in
less than two years. He was
injured during the 2023 ODI
World Cup and played the semi-
final, and then again during the
Boxing Day Test against India
that year. He has also had a
series of elbow injuries and plays
with a heavily strapped left

Gill becomes the ninth Indian
to hit a 50+ score in a maiden
innings as Test captain & at 25y &
285d he is the youngest of the
nine to do so. 56 balls to reach 50
makes it his fastest Test fifty by
balls faced.

The duo of Gill and Jaiswal
added 100 runs for the third
wicket in the 46th over, off just
122 balls. India crossed the 200-
run mark in the 49th over.

Jaiswal brought up this maid-
en century in England off just 144
balls, after taking a single off
Brydon Carse in the 49th over.

Brief score: India 215/2 (
Yashasvi Jaiswal 100*, Shubman
Gill 58* Ben Stokes 1/22). Vs
England. (ANI)

Temba Bavuma ruled out due to injury, Keshav Maharaj named South
Africa captain for upcoming two-match Test series against Limbabwe

elbow.

The Proteas had faced
Zimbabwe in a warm-up fixture
before taking on Australia for the
Ultimate Test at the Home of
Cricket, where they were
crowned the Test champions.

Proteas  will take on
Zimbabwe in the first Test on
Saturday, 28 June, followed by
the second Test from Sunday, 06
July, with both matches taking
place at Queens Sports Club,
Bulawayo. South Africa's next
assignments after Zimbabwe,
which Bavuma could be part of,
are ODIs against Australia in
August and England in
September. South Africa Test
Squad against Zimbabwe Keshav
Maharaj (c), David Bedingham,
Matthew Breetzke, Dewald
Brevis, Corbin Bosch, Tony de
Zorzi, Zubayr Hamza, Kwena
Maphaka, Wiaan Mulder, Lungi
Ngidi*, Lhuan-dre Pretorius,
Lesego Senokwane, Prenelan
Subrayen, Kyle Verreynne and
Codi Yusuf.

Mission Olympic Cell approves monthly
nocket allowance of 25000 for Indian
Senior men’s, women's fiockey teams

NEW DELHI [INDIA] The
Mission Olympic Cell (MOC) has,
for the first time, approved a
monthly pocket allowance of
25,000 for the Indian Senior
men's and women's hockey teams
at their 156th meeting on
Thursday, according to a release
from MYAS.

Hockey India will submit the
players' lists to the Sports
Authority of India (SAI). A total of
80 players from both teams will
be given a monthly pocket
allowance, which will cost 20
lakhs every month.

This is a part of the recent
achievements of the men's team,
winning Bronze at Paris Olympics,
Tokyo Olympics 2020 and Gold at
the Hangzhou Asian Games 2023.

In recent fixtures, India's form
has dipped a bit after six straight
losses. The Indian men's hockey
team will now take on their neme-
sis in modern hockey, Belgium.

Belgium comes into the game
tomorrow with a 6-3 win against
Spain, after they lost 1-2 in the
previous tie to the same team.

They are currently placed
third in the points table after the
Netherlands and  Australia,
respectively. The Indian men's
and women's teams will take on

Belgium in a double-header on
June 21 and 22.

India has slipped to the 8th
position in the current pool stand-
ings, and with two matches to go,
the team will look to end their
campaign with a consolation win.

MOC in their previous meeting,
inducted seven compound archers
in the TOPS (Target Olympic
Podium Scheme) Core group.

The MOC took cognisance of
the  International  Olympic
Committee's recent decision to
make compound archery part of
the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics.
The 155th MOC was attended by
Pullela Gopichand, Viren
Rasquinha, Prashanti Singh,
Kamlesh Mehta, MM Somaya,
Siddharth Shanker of Reliance
Foundation, among others.

It is the first time since
archery's re-introduction to the
Olympic Games in 1972 that a
new bow style has been added to
the competition.

The seven compound archers
inducted directly into the TOPS
Core group are Ojas Pravin
Deotale, Jyothi Surekha Vennam,
Aditi Gopichand Swami, Abhishek
Verma, Parneet Kaur, Priyansh,
and Prathamesh Samadhan
Jawkar. (ANI)

: The

Bravehearts'
Prashant Singh, who won the player of
the match award in their 12-7 win over
Mumbai Dreamers, the biggest learn-
ings from international players have
been beyond the tactics, tries, and
tackles.

"Motivation, discipline and how to
keep the team together both on and off
the field. I have learnt all this from the
international players. They find the
perfect balance between working hard
and having fun, which I feel is very cru-
cial in terms of the energy in the lock-
er room," Prashant said as quoted
from a press release by RPL.

"There is no age limit to learn. The
older we get, the more we learn. I
believe we Indians need to learn from
the foreign players and keep moving
forward," he added.

Although the international stars
dominate the statistics, Prashant has
had a brilliant campaign so far and is
fifth in terms of overall tackles with 10
to his name. He is also the second-
highest Indian behind Muhammed
Jasim of Chennai Bulls, who has made
12 tackles so far.

Prashant is also delighted with the
cultural shift around the sport in India
and believes rugby will be famous in
almost the entire country with the
upcoming seasons. He shared, "Before
GMR RPL, people didn't even know
what rughy was, they used to call it
‘rabdi' or 'ragdi'! Now, half the country
knows what it is, and the rest will know
soon. The more you support us, the
more this game will grow."

On the other side, Hyderabad
Heroes captain Manu Moreno, a sea-
soned international star, is equally
upbeat about what he's seeing from his
Indian teammates.

"All of them are very motivated.
They are all giving their 100 per cent,
so it's been an easy job for me as cap-
tain. We are building really good rela-
tionships here," he said.

Hyderabad Heroes' young defender
Javed Hussain has been in the spotlight
amongst Indians for his valuable con-
tributions. He is joint-fourth with three
tries scored and has registered fifteen
points for his side, the highest by any
Indian so far in the tournament.

"I am particularly impressed by
Javed. He's small, but he's tackling
everyone, he's making tries, it's good
for him and for us," Manu highlighted.

The first match of Friday evening
will see the Bengaluru Bravehearts
face off against the Chennai Bulls. The
Bravehearts will look to win crucial
points and close in on the top two

Talented Indian players flourishing alongside
international stars in Rugby Premler League

MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA)
Rugby Premier League (RPL) is well
underway, and the impact of interna-
tional experience on Indian players is
becoming increasingly evident not just
on the scoreboard but in locker rooms,
training sessions, and team cama-
raderie.

teams in the standings, while Chennai
will be hoping to shake off their last
drawn game and go back to their win-
ning ways

In the second fixture, the Kalinga
Black Tigers take on the Delhi Redz.
After their win in the last game against
the Dreamers, the Redz will be hoping
to build on the momentum and register
more points. The Black Tigers, mean-

while, are still searching for consisten-
cy and will be eager to deliver a solid
performance.

The final clash of the night features
the Mumbai Dreamers going up
against the Hyderabad Heroes. The
Dreamers will be eyeing their first win,
but they face a tough test against the
Heroes, who have won all three of their
games so far. (ANI)

INDIA VS ENGLAND MIXED DISABILITY
T20 SERIES TO START IN ENGLAND

TAUNTON [UK] : History will be
made when the first-ever mixed dis-
ability T20 series between India and
England starts in England on
Saturday at Taunton, the home of
Somerset County Cricket Club.
During the landmark seven-match
T20Is tour, the teams will also a
match at the iconic Lord's Cricket
Ground on June 25, according to a
release from DCCIL.

Led by Mumbai's Ravindra
Gopinath Sante, India's mixed dis-
ability team arrived in London for the
tour on June 15. The 16-member
team, picked by the Differently-abled
Cricket Council of India (DCCI), has
prepared for the series by playing
three practice matches against the
England Lions Mixed Disability team
at the Budleigh Salterton Cricket
Club in Exeter.

Virendra Singh is the vice-captain

of the team, while the teams head
coach is former Rajasthan captain
Rohit Jhalani. The team comprises
six deaf, six physical disability and

four intellectual disability players.

This format has been approved by
the International Cricket Council
(ICQ).

"We thank the English Cricket
Board and the BCCI for providing us
with all the facilities which are given
to the international players for this
tour. We are playing all our matches
on this tour on the first-class grouns
of England," said Ravi Chauhan gen-
eral secretary of the DCCI, as quoted
from a release by DCCL.

"Our preparations have been
good. We are looking forward to an
exciting series, which wil raise the
profile of mixed disabhility cricket,"
said Abhay Pratap Singh, Jt.
Secretary, DSSI.

"As the BCCI secretary, Jay Shah
provided us with complete support
from the BCCI. We wish that as the
ICC Chair, he would support this for-
mat too," Chauhan said. Before the
first match at Taunton, both the
teams will hold a two-minute silence
and wear black armbands to pay

their respects to the victims of the Air
India plane crash in Ahemdabad on
June 12.

The highlight of the tour will, of
course, be the third T201 at Lord's
on June 25, giving India's mixed dis-
ability team the rare honour of com-
peting at the iconic 'Home of Cricket.’
The date and the venue both make
for a tremendous coincidence- 42
years back, India, led by the leg-
endary Kapil Dev, had clinched the
1983 World Cup on June 25 at Lord's
in 1983. June 25 is incidentally cele-
brated as the 'World Mixed Disability
Day.'

The other standout fixture of the
tour is scheduled for July 1 in Bristol,
where the Indian mixed disabhility
team will play their English counter-
parts, followed by a T20I between
the women's teams of India and
England in a double-header.

Former Test captain
Tim Paine named
Australia A coach

for three series

CANBERRA [AUSTRALIA] : Former Baggy
Greens Test captain and current Adelaide
Strikers coach Tim Paine has been appoint-
ed Australia A coach for three series in the
second half of this year, according to
ESPNcricinfo.

The former wicketkeeper batter has been
hired in a consultancy role, including work-
ing across the Australia A men's series, sup-
porting the Australia women's team, and
balancing his Strikers coaching duties in the
Big Bash League.

Paine will sit at the helm when Australia
A engages in three 50-over matches and two
four-day games in Darwin against Sri Lanka
A in July. He will also lead an Australia A
squad on a tour of India in September and
October for all-format matches. Paine is also
expected to coach in a one-off four-day game
against the England Lions, which is expected
to take place in late October or early
November. In recent years, the 40-year-old
has been an assistant coach with Australia A
and various development teams. Paine
worked under Adam Voges when the Perth
Scorchers and Western Australia coach led
Australia A during a multi-format home
series against New Zealand in 2023.

Paine also served as an assistant coach
under CA's national development coach
Lachlan Stevens last season when Australia
A hosted India A. He took up the mantle of
head coach of the Prime Minister's XI when
they faced India in Canberra.

According to ESPNcricinfo, Stevens has
left his role with Cricket Australia, and Paine
will come in to fill his place to coach
Australia A against Sri Lanka A with support
from new national pace howling coach Adam
Griffith, Australian women's team assistant
coach Scott Prestwidge and Northern
Territory  Cricket's = Pathway  and
Development coach Trent Keep. Griffith has
been sent to the Caribbean to serve as the
stand-in bowling coach for the first two Tests
against the West Indies because Daniel
Vettori is set to miss the whole tour due to
family reasons. Former wicketkeeper

Matthew Wade will join Australia's coaching
staff as an assistant for the T20Is in the
Caribbean. He previously worked as a con-
sultant coach for Australia's white-ball
series against Pakistan. (ANI)
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