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PM Modi to inaugurate two-day
Rising Northeast Investors Summit

Fresh COVID-19 case detected in
Odisha after nearly three years

'Sindoor turned into barood' says 
PM Modi on Operation Sindoor

Mamata Banerjee Pays Tribute To Raja
Ram Mohan Roy On His Birth Anniversary

MI News Service, Bikaner : Threat-
ening the Pakistan based terrorists
and their backers , Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has once again as-
serted that the country's enemies
have learnt what happens when 'sin-
door' becomes gunpowder.
Lauding the unmatched heroism

of  Indian armed forces for creating
such a trap that “Pakistan was
forced to go down on its knees”,the
Prime minister in his public address
in Rajasthan on Thursday, the first
after Operation Sindoor, slammed
Pakistan, and said in response to the
attack "we destroyed nine biggest
terror hideouts in a matter of just  22
minutes".
"The world and the enemies of

the country have seen what happens
when sindoor turns into 'barood'
(gunpowder)," he said. "Duniya bhar
ne dekh liya jab sindoor barood ban
jata hai tab natija kya hota hai", the
prime minister said in Hindi 
He said India is not going to be

scared by nuclear threats and if
there is a terrorist attack on the

country again, it will get a befitting
reply within no time.
"The time and methods will be

decided by our armed forces," he
said addressing a public meeting in
Palana in Bikaner.
"Our government gave free hand

to all three armed forces. Together
they created such a trap that Pak-
istan was forced to go down on its
knees," he said.
Noting that Pakistan had tried to

target the Nal air base in Bikaner but
could not cause any damage to it, he
said "but, no one knows when Pak-
istan's Rahimyar Khan air base will
open again. It is in ICU. The attack
has destroyed it".
"Pakistan can never win a direct

fight against India. Whenever there
is a direct flight, Pakistan has to face
defeat again and again. That is why
Pakistan has made terrorism a
weapon to fight against India," he
said. India carried out precision
strikes under Operation Sindoor on
terror infrastructure early on May 7
in response to the April 22 Pahalgam

terror attack that killed 26 people.
Following the Indian action, Pak-

istan attempted to attack Indian mil-
itary bases on May 8, 9 and 10. The
Indian forces launched a fierce
counter-attack on several Pakistani
military installations.
India and Pakistan reached an

understanding on May 10 to end the
military confrontation after four days
of intense cross-border drone and
missile strikes.
He said India is not going to be

scared by nuclear threats anymore
and if there is any  attack, the coun-
try  will give a befitting reply.
Recalling the April 22 Pahalgam

attack, PM Modi said that the terror-
ists destroyed the 'sindoor' (vermil-
ion) of the nation's sisters by asking
them their religion. The bullets were
fired at terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam, but the pierced
through the hearts of all 140 crore
citizens of the nation, the PM stated.
He noted how every citizen 
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MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday paid tributes to
social reformer Raja Ram
Mohan Roy on his birth an-
niversary and described
him as a pioneer figure of
Indian modernity.
She said Ram Mohan

Roy is remembered by
people at every step of
their lives.
"I pay my humble trib-

utes today, on his birthday,
to Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
the pioneer figure of In-
dian modernity and the
great social reformer," Ma-
mata Banerjee posted on
X.
"Ram Mohan was the

first major figure of the In-
dian Renaissance and a vi-
sionary for enlightened
and nationalist India. We
remember him at every
step of our life even today,"
she added. Born in 1772,

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was
a prominent Indian social
reformer, scholar, and reli-
gious leader, often referred
to as the 'Father of Indian

Renaissance'. He played a
pivotal role in shaping
modern India by advocat-
ing for social, religious,
and educational reforms.

Ram Mohan Roy was
known for his efforts in
abolishing Sati and pro-
moting widow remarriage.
He died in 1833. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets students during inauguration of the redeveloped Amrit
Bharat Deshnoke Railway Station and flagging off ceremony of the Bikaner-Mumbai express
train, in Bikaner district, Rajasthan.

'Near-death experience' for TMC delegation and other 
passengers as Delhi-Srinagar flight faces hailstorm

Cong criticises govt silence after Trump
reiterates Indo-Pak ceasefire claims

MI News Service, New
Delhi : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate a two-day investor
summit on Friday that will
showcase the investment
potentials in the North-
eastern states and oppor-
tunities to access the
captive markets in the re-
gion and the neighbouring
countries.
The 'Rising Northeast

Investor Summit', to be
held here on May 23 and
24, will see the participa-
tion of chief ministers from
all seven Northeastern
states, Union ministers,
top bureaucrats, foreign
diplomats and more than
2,000 delegates, policy-
makers, industry leaders
and investors, among oth-
ers, official sources said on
Thursday.
They will participate in

discussions across nine-
plus priority sectors such
as agriculture, food pro-
cessing, textiles, tourism,
entertainment, education,
healthcare, IT and energy.
According to Minister

for Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER),
Jyotiraditya Scindia, the
greatest potential for India
in the future is the North-
eastern region.
“The event will show-

case our wonderful ‘Ashta
Lakshmi’ — our eight
states, which stand at the
heart of the transformative
growth that our country
represents,” Scindia said.
Scindia said the Prime

minister’s resolve, commit-
ment and vision aim to en-
sure that the country’s
Northeastern region be-
comes the pivot for the fu-
ture growth and the future
path of India, as the coun-
try advances towards its
goal of ‘Viksit Bharat’ by
2047.
“Northeast’s cultural

tapestry along with the
reservoir of natural re-
sources and the strategic
geographical positioning of
the region have translated
it into the most powerful
gateway to Southeast
Asia,” Scindia said. The
minister also said that last

10 years’ committed in-
vestment, the prime minis-
ter’s resolve on
infrastructure, healthcare
and education have set the
platform for the rise of the
Northeast into an eco-
nomic power, not just for
India, but for the world.
The Northeast’s geo-

strategic advantage, abun-
dant natural resources,
skilled workforce and ac-
cess to captive markets in
the neighbouring countries
will also be showcased at
the summit, officials said.
The region is an

emerging frontier for busi-
nesses and the summit will
offer an ideal platform for
forging alliances, partner-
ships and acquiring a clear
vision of the opportunities
available for expanding
businesses, making new
investments, setting up
green field manufacturing
projects and associated ac-
tivities, an official in the
DoNER ministry said. The
pre-summit activities 
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MI News Service, Srinagar:
A Srinagar-bound Indigo
flight from Delhi with more
than 220  passengers on
board including a five
member Trinamool  Con-
gress MPs delegation to
Kashmir, encountered a
sudden hailstorm leading
to severe turbulence on
Wednesday, prompting the
pilot to report the “emer-
gency” to air traffic control
at Srinagar.
Despite causing some

damage to the aircraft, the
flight, however, landed
safely  in the evening.
Thei five member TMC

delegation is led by the
party’s Rajya Sabha leader
Derek-  O- Brian and has
four other MPs - Sagarika
Ghosh, Manas Bhunia, Ma-
mata Bala Thakur and
Nazimul Haq as its mem-
bers who are on a three
day visit to Srinagar and
border areas of Kashmir to
get a first hand knowledge

about the death and de-
struction of life and prop-
erty in several  villages on
the Indo-Pak borders. 

But soon after take off
the IndiGo flight 6E 2142
operating from Delhi to
Srinagar encountered sud-
den hailstorm en route.
The flight and cabin crew
followed established proto-
col and the aircraft landed
safely in Srinagar,” the air-
line said in a statement

later. 
“I was in the plane and

it was a near death experi-
ence. The nose of the plane
is damaged...There was
panic and people were
screaming. Everyone was
scared,” said Sagarika
Ghosh, TMC  Rajya Sabha
MP, said in a post on plat-
form X.
The Nose and Right

side of the plane was dam-
aged... And we were not

allowed to see much as
airforce police was there,”
said said in another post.
Another party MP

Manas Bhunia who was
also travelling in the same
flight as the part of the
party delegation, recalling
his experience said that he
thought the plane was
going to crash.
"I was onboard when

everything seemed normal
at the beginning , until the
pilot suddenly announced
a rough patch ahead and
asked us to fasten our
seatbelts. I’m a frequent
flyer, but I’ve never experi-
enced turbulence like this.
It was terrifying. I’m truly
grateful to the pilot for
landing us safely," he said.
Another X user, also

praised the pilots and the
cabin crew for their han-
dling of the  situation in
the plane with true 
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India expels
another Pak
diplomat for 
espionage, 
Pak takes 
similar 
action
MI News Service, New
Delhi : In a continuing
diplomatic tug of war
between India and Pak-
istan since the April 22
Pahalgam terror at-
tack, the government of
both the  nuclear
armed countries  have
expelled one member
each of the Pakistan
and Indian High Com-
mission during the past
24 hours since Wednes-
day.,
According to in-

formed sources here on
Thursday this tit for tat
move comes a day after
India announced the
expulsion of a second
Pakistani official work-
ing at the Pakistan
High Commission in
New Delhi on charges
of his involvement in
espionage activities in
contravention of his
normal duties and
asked him to leave
India within 24 hours.
Incidentally this

was the second such
expulsion order by
India  in a week since
the implementation of a
cease fire of military
hostilities  between the
two countries on May
10.
Announcing the ex-

pulsion of the second
Pakistani  diplomat,
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) on May 21
declared him here as
‘persona non grata’.
In a statement, the

MEA said, “The Gov-
ernment of India has
declared a Pakistani of-
ficial, working at the
Pakistan High Commis-
sion in New Delhi, per-
sona non grata for
indulging in activities
not in keeping with his
official status in India.
The official has been
asked to leave India
within 24 hours.”
The Ministry further

added, “Charge d’Af-
faires, Pakistan High
Commission, was is-
sued a demarche to this
effect today. He was
asked to strictly ensure
that none of the Pak-
istani diplomats or offi-
cials in India misuse
their privileges and sta-
tus in any manner.”
On May 13, a staff

member of the Pakistan
High Commission was
similarly declared per-
sona non grata by India
However, soon after,
Pakistani authorities
expelled a staff mem-
ber from the Indian
High Commission in Is-
lamabad. Despite the
escalating diplomatic
friction following the
terror attack in 
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MI News Service, New Delhi : With
US President Donald Trump repeat-
ing his claim that he settled the re-
cent conflict between India and
Pakistan through the promise of
trade, the Congress on Thursday
asked why Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not rejected such state-
ments even once and  wondered why
this "thundering silence".
Congress' General Secretary in-

charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said that for the eighth time
in 11 days, President Trump has
claimed full credit for the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan, praised
the PMs of India and Pakistan
equally and put them on par in every
way, and also reiterated that trade
with the US was the instrument he
used to get the two counties to de-
clare a ceasefire.
"Yet our PM -- Donald bhai's

great buddy -- is completely silent on
what the US President is repeatedly
saying. The External Affairs Minister
also continues to maintain complete
quiet on what his pal, the US Secre-
tary of State, has said in support of
the US President's claims and about
the 'neutral site' for talks between
India and Pakistan," Ramesh said in
a post on X.Why this thundering si-
lence, he asked.
Congress’ media and publicity

department head Pawan Khera also
said this is the eighth time President
Trump has made this claim that he
got Operation Sindoor stopped.
“He claims to have used trade to

get India to end Operation Sindoor.
Prime Minister Modi has not rejected
this claim even once. What does this
silence mean?” Khera said in an-
other post on X.
In his remarks in the Oval Office

during a meeting with visiting South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa,
Trump said, “If you take a look at
what we just did with Pakistan and
India. We settled that whole, and I
think I settled it through trade.” He
said the US is doing a “big deal” with
both India and Pakistan.
“And I said, ‘What are you guys

doing?'” Trump said.
“Somebody had to be the last one

to shoot. But the shooting was get-
ting worse and worse, bigger and

bigger, deeper and deeper into the
countries. And we spoke to them,
and I think we, you know, I hate to
say we got it settled, and then two
days later, something happens, and
they say it’s Trump’s fault.
“But… Pakistan has got some ex-

cellent people and some really good,
great leader. And India is my friend,
Modi,” Trump said to which the
South African president replied,
“Modi, mutual friend” .
“He’s a Great guy and I called

them both. It’s something good,”
Trump said.
The US President has been re-

peatedly claiming that he helped set-
tle the tensions between India and
Pakistan. India carried out precision
strikes under Operation Sindoor on

terror infrastructure early on May 7
in response to the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that killed 26 people.
Following the Indian action, Pak-

istan attempted to attack Indian mil-
itary bases on May 8, 9 and 10. The
Indian forces launched a fierce
counter-attack on several Pakistani
military installations causing consid-
erable damage India and Pakistan
reached an understanding on May
10 to end the military confrontation
after four days of intense cross-bor-
der drone and missile strikes.
On May 10, Trump had an-

nounced in his social platform that
India and Pakistan agreed to a full
and immediate ceasefire after a long
night of talks “mediated” by Wash-
ington.  

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar :  After
a  gap of three years, the danger of
COVID-19 has resurfaced in Odisha once
again as a fresh COVID-19 case has been
detected in  the state.

The condition of the patient is found
to be  stable after the detection of  a fresh
case since 2022, that too in the capital city
here, a senior government official said
here on Thursday.
Health and Family Welfare Secretary

S Aswathy said, "The patient is stable at
present but the only concern is that the in-
fected person has several comorbid con-
ditions."
Till now, neither the Union govern-

ment nor the National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) has issued any advisory
on COVID-19 transmission, she said.
Quoting the medical reports, she said

the infected male individual, who recently
returned from Delhi, is currently under
home quarantine.. The emergence of this
new case has sparked concern among
residents of the state.
Notably, while COVID-19 has been

spreading in South Asian countries like
China and Singapore, the infection has

now reached India too following the de-
tection of  some cases in Mumbai earlier
and now in Bhubaneswar.. .
Two deaths due to COVID-19 have

been reported in Mumbai. Across India,
257 cases have been identified, with the
Bhubaneswar case adding to the growing
concern over the virus’s resurgence.
Meanwhile, amid reports of two Covid

related deaths in Mumbai and a spike in
infections in several Southeast Asian
countries, the Odisha government has
heightened surveillance to prevent any
fresh outbreak in the state.
Though no new cases have been de-

tected so far, health officials have urged
people to remain alert and follow precau-
tionary measures, especially those with
underlying health conditions.
Director of public health Dr Nilakan-

tha Mishra said the state is on alert, and
if any one is found positive, the sample
will be sent for genome sequencing to de-
termine the variant involved. He also clar-
ified that the current strain causing
concern is not a new variant but a
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Tragedy in Nadia: Mother kills 4 & 8 year
old sons with heavy stone pestle

U.S. Research Institute at New York Named
After Dr. Achyuta SamantaDr Samanta honoured

Archishman Maiti, a resident of Barbetia,
Kharagpur, is among the top 10 students 

in the all-India CBSE Class 12th!

IGNOU RC Kolkata Participates in National
Lecture on "One Nation, One Election"
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Shock in Haringhata : Municipal 
Councillor Found Hanging in Party Office

Pre-monsoon flood risks: Officials hold meet in Jalpaiguri 

Samserganj riot: BJP hails HC report;
TMC Councillor & MLA deny allegations 

Modi set to visit Alipurduar on May 29

Salary & pension
bills: State 
Finance dept
adopts paperless
approach 

'Near-death experience'
for TMC delegation and...

Police arrest 2 from 
Murshidabad, illegal

arms recovered

MI News Service, Nadia: In a horri-
fying incident that has shocked the
community, a mother allegedly at-
tacked her two minor sons with a
stone pestle in Anand Palli Madhya-
para under Karimpur Police Station
in Nadia district and killed them. It
happened on Thursday. The younger
child, 4-year-old Jojo, was declared
dead at the hospital, while the elder,
8 year old Tojo, was in critical condi-
tion. But later on he took succumbed
to his injuries. Police said that both
the minor children were killed and
their mother was detained.According
to sources, the accused is Mausumi
Majumdar, wife of local resident
Surya Majumdar. On the day of the
incident, both children were report-
edly playing at home when suddenly
the mother attacked them with a
heavy stone pestle typically used to
grind spices. The assault left both
children gravely injured. Upon dis-
covering the scene, Surya Majumdar
rushed the children to a nearby hos-
pital. Due to the severity of their in-
juries, they were transferred to
Berhampore Medical College and
Hospital. Doctors there declared Jojo

dead on arrival,  but later on Tojo too
breathed his last. Local residents
claim that Mausumi Majumdar had
been suffering from mental health is-
sues for some time. However, it is un-
clear whether any prior medical
intervention or family support was in
place to address her condition.Police
from Karimpur station have
launched an investigation into the in-
cident. Authorities are examining
both the mental health background

of the mother and the family's do-
mestic situation to understand the
circumstances that led to this
tragedy.Police stated that no support
of her mental illness was found. Ac-
cording to her husband, she is too
much angery. The incident has cast
a shadow of grief over the entire lo-
cality. It stands as a grim reminder
of the devastating consequences that
can result when mental health con-
ditions go untreated or unnoticed.

MI News Service,Kolkata:
Own Correspondent: The
CBSE Board Class 12th
exam results were pub-
lished on Tuesday, May 13.
Among the top 10,
Archishman Maiti, a resi-
dent of Barbetia in
Kharagpur, is among the
top 10. Archishman is a
student of DAV Model
School, IIT Kharagpur, in
the science department.
His subject-wise marks ob-
tained in Class 12 are Eng-
lish 97, Mathematics 98,
Physics 97, Chemistry 100,
and he got 100 in Chem-
istry. Earlier, Archishman
from Bengal has also occu-
pied a place in the list of
toppers in the All India
Joint Entrance Examina-
tion. Archishman's marks

obtained in the All India
Joint Examination are
99.98%. Archishman's pri-
mary education is in Ben-
gali medium. Archishman
from Kharagpur is a resi-
dent of Barbetia in
Changual Gram Pan-
chayat. Archishman first
started his studies at Sauri
Primary School adjacent to

Belda. One of the alumni of
this school is Narayan
Chandra Rana. Mean-
while, later, when the bus
started in Barbetiya of
Changual Gram Pan-
chayat, Archishman got
admitted to St. Agnes
School in Kharagpur. He
studied there from class 5
to 10. After that, he stud-

ied at DAV Model School
inside the Kharagpur IIT
campus. He secured fifth
place by scoring 99 per-
cent in ICSE. Archish-
man's dream is to study at
IIT Kharagpur. His grand-
father is an alumnus of
that prestigious educa-
tional institution in the
country. His father is an
employee of a pharmaceu-
tical company. His mother
works at Vidyasagar Uni-
versity in Midnapore. He
reminded that Archish-
man's maternal grandfa-
ther Bankim Bihari Maiti
and completed his post-
graduate degree in chem-
istry from IIT Kharagpur.
He also said that his
grandfather is an inspira-
tion to Archishman

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University
(IGNOU), organized a Spe-
cial Lecture on the topic
“One Nation, One Election”
on 21.05.2025 at Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Sabha-
gar, IGNOU Campus, New
Delhi. The live session was
part of a nationwide out-
reach initiative designed to
engage academic institu-
tions in vital policy dia-
logues. The keynote
address was delivered by
Sh. Shivraj Singh Chauhan,
Hon’ble Minister of Agri-
culture & Farmers Welfare
and Rural Development,
Government of India. 

IGNOU Regional Centre
(RC), Kolkata, participated
in the event through online
mode, along with all other
regional centres across the
country. RC Kolkata organ-
ized a special live screen-
ing of the event at IGNOU
LSC-2887P with 88 active
participants from officers,
staff, and learners attend-
ing the session. The event

was also live streamed at
various LSCs under the Re-
gional Centre Kolkata
through which 176 learn-
ers participated in the
event.

The lecture highlighted
the importance of synchro-
nizing elections in India to
reduce logistical chal-
lenges, financial expendi-
ture, and the repeated use
of manpower. Sh Chouhan
emphasized that a unified
election system would en-
sure more efficient gover-
nance and policy
continuity while reducing
administrative disruptions.

The event also featured
an address by Sunil

Bansal, National General
Secretary of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), who
reiterated the advantages
of the proposed “One Na-
tion, One Election” frame-
work in strengthening
democratic practices and
national unity. 

The session included a
post-lecture discussion
where students from
across the country ex-
plored the relevance of
electoral reforms in
today’s political landscape.
One of the learners from
RC Kolkata, Ms. Megha
Goenka interacted in the
valuable discourse raising
pertinent questions which

aimed at strengthening the
foundations of democracy.

Dr. Sujata Dutta Haz-
arika, Senior Regional Di-
rector, Regional Centre
Kolkata, expressed her
gratitude to the University
for organizing such inter-
active and outreach pro-
grammes. She also
encouraged students to ac-
tively engage with contem-
porary policy issues,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of understanding
electoral reforms for the
future of democratic gov-
ernance.

Learners from across
India engaged in an inter-
active session with the dig-
nitaries, raising pertinent
questions about the impact
and implementation of si-
multaneous elections.

The lecture was
streamed live on all
IGNOU’s social media plat-
forms, allowing students to
join virtually. The YouTube
link of the event is:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hrJD0VTlzhw.

MI News Service, New
York: The City University
of New York (CUNY) has
named a newly established
research institute after
well-known educationist
Dr. Achyuta Samanta. The
institute, titled the
“Achyuta Samanta India
Initiative CUNY Crest In-
stitute” (ASIICCI), was in-
augurated on Tuesday in
New York.The inaugura-
tion took place in the pres-

ence of academicians and
dignitaries from the
United States. This is the
first time a research insti-
tute in the U.S. has been
named after an Indian.
The institute will support
research by American stu-
dents on Odisha’s art and
heritage. It will also focus
on Dr. Samanta’s work in
education and tribal de-
velopment.The initiative
was proposed by Dr. Mil-

ton Santiago, President of
Bronx Community College
under CUNY, after his re-
cent visit to KIIT and KISS
in Bhubaneswar. Im-
pressed by Dr. Samanta’s
work, Dr. Santiago sug-
gested naming the insti-
tute after him. The
proposal was approved by
the university board. Dr.
Samanta attended the in-
auguration on an invita-
tion from Dr. Santiago.At
the inauguration, Dr. San-
tiago remarked, “The
Achyuta Samanta India
Initiative will help Ameri-
can students from diverse
backgrounds understand
and engage with India’s
tribal communities, cul-
tural roots, and one of the

world’s most impactful ed-
ucational models.”At the
event, Dr. Samanta said it
was an honour to have an
institute in the U.S. named
after him. He said the
recognition was a matter
of pride for Odisha, KIIT,
and KISS. He dedicated
the honour to the people
of Odisha and the KIIT-
KISS community.CUNY, a
175-year-old public uni-
versity in the U.S., has
more than 300,000 stu-
dents and includes 25 col-
leges. It has students from
122 countries. Dr.
Samanta was also
awarded the university’s
highest honour, the Presi-
dential Medal, during the
event.

State Minister Dr. Shashi Panja, British Deputy High Commissioner Andrew Flemming and
other dignitaries at the 4th ICC East and North-East India Energy Conclave in Kolkata on
Thursday.

Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) activists led by BJYM State President, Indranil Khan
took Part in a protest rally against West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and State
Education Minister, Bratya Basu over teachers scam issue at Salt Lake in Kolkata.
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professionalism and ex-
pertise. “We had a narrow
escape from Delhi to Sri-
nagar flight indigo. Special
thanks to the captain and
cabin crew”, he said . 

“The airport team at-
tended to the customers
after arrival of the aircraft,
prioritizing their wellbeing
and comfort. The aircraft
will be released post nec-
essary inspection and
maintenance,” it said and
admitted that the nose of
the Boeing aircraft was
substantially damaged but
did not detail the extent of
damage due to the hail-
storm. Visuals of the plane
on social media also indi-
cate damage to the air-
craft’s nose..

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The state Finance depart-
ment is doing away with
the physical submission of
bills and vouchers to Ac-
countant General, West
Bengal (AGWB) in a phased
manner for salary, (includ-
ing arrear salary), bills and
monthly pension Bills along
with monthly accounts
from the month of May-
2025 onwards for all state
government employees. 

A senior department of-
ficial said that phasing out
the physical submission
and simultaneous transi-
tion to digitised submission
of bills and vouchers to
AGWB for accounting and
auditing purposes has been
under the active considera-
tion of the state govern-
ment for some time past;
with almost all states shift-
ing to digital mode in this
regard. 

A recent order issued
by the Additional Chief Sec-
retary of the Finance de-
partment PK Mishra
instructs the Pay & Ac-
counts offices and treasur-
ies to exclude the hard
copies of the salary (includ-
ing arrear salary) bills dur-
ing the physical submission
of monthly accounts to
AGWB. 

“The pension disburs-
ing treasuries shall not be
required to submit hard
copies of the pension bills,
physically to AGWB, along
with the monthly accounts
for the month of May-2025
onwards, and therefore,
are advised to discontinue
the practice of printing of
pension bills from this
month,” the order states. 

The submission of the
physical salary (including
arrear salary) bills to the
treasuries for processing
will continue till further in-
structions from the depart-
ment, as an additional
back-up measure, during
this transition phase.

MI News Service, Alipurduar/New
Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to visit Alipurduar dis-
trict and the Himalayan state of
Sikkim on May 29. In Sikkim, Modi

will attend the golden jubilee cele-
bration of the Himalayan kingdom’s
merger with India.

BJP leaders from Alipurduar
said that they had received a confir-

mation from the Prime Minister’s
Office regarding Modi’s visit.
Sources in Sikkim also confirmed
Modi’s visit to the state capital on
the same day.

MI News Service, Murshid-
abad: Police in Murshidabad
arrested two persons with a
cache of illegal firearms in
two separate operations
within 24 hours, sparking se-
rious law enforcement con-
cerns in a district hit by riots
last month. The first arrest
took place around 9am on
Tuesday when a joint team of
Behrampore police station
and the State Special Opera-
tions Group (SOG), acting on
a tip-off, intercepted a motor-
cycle near Naodapara rail
gate. The rider, Hablu
Sheikh, 42, a resident of
Ramrampur village under
Farakka police station limits,
was found transporting a
cache of weapons hidden in-
side the motorbike’s toolbox.
Upon inspection, the police
recovered seven semi-auto-
matic pistols of 7.65mm cali-
bre, 13 magazines and 10
rounds of ammunition. The
motorbike used in the opera-
tion was seized. Hablu was
produced before the
Behrampore chief judicial
magistrate’s court, where the
police secured a 10-day re-
mand for further investiga-
tion.

MI News Service, Murshidabad: The BJP's
national and state leadership cited a re-
port by a fact-finding committee ap-
pointed by Calcutta High Court to claim
that local Trinamool Congress leaders or-
chestrated the Samserganj violence and
that the police failed to act against the ri-
oters.

The BJP demanded that chief minister
Mamata Banerjee apologise for "falsely"
attributing the April 11 communal ten-
sion in the northern fringe of the state to
"outsiders".

"Calcutta High Court formed a com-
mittee to investigate the Murshidabad vi-
olence. The committee's report was
recently submitted to the court, and it ex-
posed the involvement of a local TMC
councillor and MLA in the violence. Ma-
mata Banerjee, who had blamed out-
siders, should apologise to the people of
West Bengal, as the report proves her
claim was entirely false," said state BJP
president Sukanta Majumdar, who is also
a minister of state in the Narendra Modi
government.

A high court source said the division
bench of Justice Soumen Sen and Justice
Raja Basu Chowdhury — constituted by
Chief Justice T.S. Sivagnanam on April 12
— had formed a three-member commit-
tee to investigate the Murshidabad vio-
lence, based on a petition by the leader
of the Opposition Suvendu Adhikari.

The violence was reportedly trig-
gered by a large protest against the Wakf
(Amendment) Bill and continued until
April 12, claiming the lives of a father-
son duo, Haragobinda and Chandan Das,

and devastating the livelihoods of over a
hundred residents. One more person,
Ejaz Ahmed, had died in alleged police
firing.

The fact-finding committee com-
prised Joginder Singh (registrar, law,
NHRC), Satya Arnab Ghosal (member-
secretary, West Bengal Legal Services
Authority), and Saugata Chakraborty
(registrar, West Bengal Judicial Services),
accompanied by a stenographer. They
visited various areas of riot-hit Samser-
ganj and recorded accounts from around
70 victims.

BJP leaders cited the report to assert
that local TMC leaders not only orches-
trated the violence but that criminals ac-
companied by local TMC councillor
Mehboob Alam targeted Hindu lives and
properties.

"Residents of Samserganj, Hisaltala,
Shiulitala, Digri, they came masking up
their faces. Local Councillor namely
Mehboob Alam came with the miscreants
on 11th April. MLA is also present on Fri-
day (April 11), he saw the vandalism and
went away. But the violence continued on
12th April, 2025, Saturday," the report
reads.

Alam is a former chairman of Dhulian
municipality.

Alam and Samserganj MLA Amirul
Islam denied the allegations.

“It is the Internet era; anyone can ver-
ify my location on that day. After my Fri-
day prayers, I had lunch and was at
home. CCTV footage will confirm this. The
allegations are completely false,” said
Alam.

MI News Service, Nadia: In
a shocking incident, TMC 's
Rakesh Parui, the council-
lor of Ward No. 2 of Haring-
hata Municipality in Nadia,
was found dead by suicide
on Thursday evening. His
body was discovered hang-
ing from the ceiling inside
his party office, located just
in front of his residence at
Mohanpur in Haringhata.
The party office is adjoining
to Bidhan Chandra Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya.According
to sources, local party
workers arrived at the of-
fice in the evening and were
horrified to find Rakesh
Parui’s lifeless body hang-
ing from the ceiling fan. Po-

lice from Haringhata Police
Station were immediately
informed. The body was re-
covered and sent for post-
mortem examination, a
police sources said.The
exact reason behind the
suicide remains unknown.

Neither the family nor his
political colleagues have
been able to shed light on
what might have led to such
a tragic decision. Police
have launched an investiga-
tion and are probing
whether personal, family,
or political issues were in-
volved.Debasish Ganguly,
President, TMC Nadia
South Committee, con-
firmed the death.The un-
timely death of youth
Rakesh Parui has cast a
shadow of grief across the
local political community.
Leaders and residents alike
have expressed deep sor-
row and shock over the in-
cident.

MI News Service, Jalpaiguri: A high-level
flood control meeting was convened in Jal-
paiguri. The pre-monsoon preparedness
session, held at the Irrigation Bhavan, fo-
cused on potential flood risks across Jalpaig-
uri, Alipurduar, Cooch Behar districts and
the Siliguri subdivision. 

The Teesta River remains a major con-
cern for flood management authorities. Fol-
lowing the 2023 lake outburst disaster in
Sikkim, large volumes of sand and pebbles
have raised the riverbed significantly in the
plains, especially from Sevoke to Jalpaiguri
and the Mekhliganj subdivision in Cooch
Behar. Engineers warned that even a mod-
erate volume of water could now lead to se-
rious flooding if heavy rainfall occurs
simultaneously in the hills and plains.  Offi-
cials also highlighted changes in the river’s

course — with the Teesta veering right near
Laltong and Salugara and shifting left near
Hela Pakri and Bakali — further increasing
the risk to vulnerable areas. Chief Engineer
of the Eastern-Northeastern Division of the
Irrigation department, Krishnendu
Bhowmik, said: “The state Irrigation de-
partment has instructed the State Mineral
Development Corporation to begin dredging
by removing sand and pebbles from the
Teesta.  However, this is unlikely to start be-
fore the onset of this monsoon.” Bhowmik
further informed that 150 flood protection
projects, worth Rs 76 crore, are nearing
completion in Siliguri, Jalpaiguri, Alipurd-
uar and Cooch Behar. “Recent rainfall due
to a low-pressure system caused temporary
delays, but all works are expected to be
completed within this month,” he said. 
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AISEC Releases Draft People’s Education
Policy 2025 as Alternative to NEP 2020 

Professor apologizes after allegedly calling student 
“Militant” at Kolkata Medical college, Investigation underway

Rashtriya Raksha University gears up to 
launch National Security Courses this year 

Free eye check-up camp for Income Tax Department staff in Kolkata 

Monsoon Advances Across India; Low Pressure in Bay of Bengal to Bring Heavy Rains to South Bengal

'Sindoor turned into barood'.

PM Modi to inaugurate...

India expels another Pak...

Fresh COVID-19 case...

OBC quota row delays college admissions across Bengal, students left in Limbo

“Movement can’t be suppressed,”
says unemployed teacher Indrajit

after Police appearance
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pledged to unite and give a
befitting response to the
terrorists, give them a big-
ger punishment than they
could ever imagine. And
today, PM Modi said, "with
your blessings, with the
valor of the country's
army, we have all lived up
to that pledge".

The free hand given to
the armed forces resulted
in the three defence forces,
the Army, the Navy, and
the Air Force, coming to-
gether in such a way that
Pakistan was forced to
kneel down.

.
"After the airstrike, I

came to Churu and said, 'I
swear on this soil, I will not
let my country be de-
stroyed, I will not let my
country bow down'. Today,
from the soil of Rajasthan,
I want to tell the country-
men, 'Those who had set
out to wipe off the vermil-
ion have been reduced to
dust'," PM Modi said.

He said that those who
shed the blood of the na-
tion have accounted each
and every single drop
today. "Those who thought
that India would remain

silent are hiding in their
homes today. Those who
were proud of their
weapons are buried under
a pile of rubble today," PM
Modi added.

He described Opera-
tion Sindoor as a new form
of justice and said that this
is not some game of search
and revenge. "This is not
just anger, this is the fierce
form of capable India, this
is the new form of India,"
the PM said.

On May 7, the Indian
armed forces carried out
targeted strikes on nine
terror infrastructures,
linked to outfits like Jaish-
e-Mohammed, Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, and
Lashkar-e-Taiba, in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) under
‘Operation Sindoor’ that
wiped out more than 100
terrorists.. 

The two nuclear-
armed neighbours, after
four days of intense cross-
border fighting, reached a
ceasefire understanding.
However, India's punitive
measures imposed against
Pakistan, such as the sus-
pension of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty, continues to
remain in effect.  

8From PG 1
organised by the ministry
attracted investment pro-
posals worth more than Rs
1 lakh crore across all the
Northeastern states, the
officials said.

In the run-up to the
summit, an Ambassadors’
Meet was organised here
in coordination with the
Ministry of External Affairs
on April 15 to give expo-
sure to foreign investors
on the Northeastern re-
gion.

Ambassadors and high
commissioners of more
than 75 countries took
part in the event.

Many industry houses,
investors have already

committed large amount of
investment interest, while
more than Rs 1 lakh crore
worth of MoUs and letters
of intent have already been
signed, the officials said.

Scindia credited a
decade of focused invest-
ments, infrastructure de-
velopment, healthcare,
and education initiatives
under the prime minister’s
leadership for laying the
foundation for the north-
east’s rise as an economic
powerhouse. The region’s
natural resources, skilled
workforce, and proximity
to captive markets in
neighbouring countries
further strengthen its ap-
peal. 
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Pahalgam and India’s re-
taliatory  actions through
Operation Sindoor ,  nei-
ther countries have  sev-
ered diplomatic relations.
However, the recent tit-for-
tat expulsions are ex-
pected to reduce the
number of officials at the
two diplomatic missions
amid heightened tensions
between the two countries.

Following India's ac-
tion, Pakistan has also ex-
pelled an Indian staffer
posted at the Indian high
commission in Islamabad.

According to a state-
ment by the Foreign Office,
the "Government of Pak-
istan has declared a staff
member of the High Com-
mission of India, Islam-
abad, as persona non
grata for engaging in activ-
ities inconsistent with his
privileged status. The con-
cerned official has been di-
rected to leave Pakistan
within 24 hours," it said

Meanwhile, at least 12
people from Punjab,
Hayana and Uttar Pradesh
have been arrested over
the past fortnight on
charges of involvement
with a Pakistan-linked es-
pionage ring.

The Punjab Police an-
nounced on May 11 that
they had arrested two per-
sons for alleged involve-
ment in espionage

activities linked to a Pak-
istani national posted at
the high commission in
New Delhi.

Acting on credible in-
telligence, the Punjab Po-
lice initially arrested a
man for providing “sensi-
tive information” on the
Indian Army’s movements
to a Pakistan-based han-
dler, said Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav
Yadav. Based on disclo-
sures made by this man, a
second person was identi-
fied and taken into cus-
tody, Yadav said.

A day after the Pahal-
gam terror attack that
killed 26 civilians, India
announced a slew of puni-
tive diplomatic and eco-
nomic measures against
Pakistan, including the ex-
pulsion of the three de-
fence attaches posted at
the Pakistan high commis-
sion and the whittling
down of the total number
of diplomatic staff posted
in each other’s capitals
from 55 to 30.

Tensions between the
two countries spiked after
India targeted terrorist in-
frastructure in territories
controlled by Pakistan on
May 7 under Operation
Sindoor. After four days of
intense armed clashes, the
two sides reached an un-
derstanding on stopping
firing and  implement a
cease fire . 
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known sub-lineage of Omi-
cron. “The particular sub-
variant causing a
resurgence is an identified
one. Similar to the last out-
breaks, people with co-
morbidities like kidney and
liver diseases or cancer
must take precautions and
wear face masks while in
gatherings and going out,”
he told  reports here.
Health authorities said
that while the situation
does not currently warrant
a public advisory, the state
will issue one if infections
rise or if the central gov-
ernment releases new
guidelines. They, however,
have reiterated the impor-

tance of personal vigi-
lance, urging the public to
mask up in crowded areas,
maintain hand hygiene,
and seek medical attention
in case of flu-like symp-
toms. “There is no need to
panic. But people, particu-
larly those with comorbidi-
ties, must remain cautious
and follow the Covid safety
protocol,” Dr Mishra
added. 

Celebrated actress Kajol paid a visit to Dakshi-
neshwar Temple in Kolkata on Thursday. Kajol
came to Kolkata for the  promotion of her new
film ' Maa'.

MI News Service, Kolkata : A
number of academic crouse, en-
tirely dedicated to different as-
pects of the national security,
will be launched at the Rashtriya
Rashtriya University (RRU) from
2025-26 session  Announcing
this here on Thursday, Pro Vice
Chancellor of the  University
Kalpesh H. Wandra emphasized
that the University is recognized
as an Institution of National Im-
portance (INI) and a  pioneering
national security and police uni-
versity under the Ministry of
Home Affairs. The university
also focuses on providing com-

prehensive academic pro-
grammes, research opportuni-
ties, training, and innovations in
the fields of national security
and policing. The new courses
will  have a range of pre  and
post graduate programmes
across various domains includ-
ing cyber security, police admin-
istration, criminology, law,
forensic sciences, artificial intel-
ligence, defense studies, inter-
national languages, sports
sciences, private security and
other allied areas. This initiative
aims to equip students with nec-
essary skills and knowledge to

address contemporary chal-
lenges in national security, the
Pro Vice Chancellor said. . With
the RRU campuses  being lo-
cated in Gujarat, Arunachal
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, and Puducherry,  they
aim to provide footprints across
the nation, accommodating re-
gional demographics in security
related education. The new ac-
ademic courses launched by
RRU in 2025-2026 are designed
to address the evolving needs of
national security by focusing on
specialized domains of security,
Professor Wandra said. RRU

also provides training-cum-spe-
cialized skill development pro-
grams for in-service personnel
from various state police forces,
defense forces, government sec-
tors, and field practitioners in
various security and allied do-
mains. These programmes
cover areas such as policing,
forensics, technological, juridi-
cal,military, diplomatic, and
strategic affairs. As per the lat-
est  data, the University has or-
ganized more than 425 training
programs, upskilling over
21,000 participants across the
nation and globally. Welcoming

the  new graduated students at
RRU Pasighat campus in
Arunachal Pradesh  to serve the
nation, the Pro VC said given its
proximity to West Bengal, this
campus provides a diverse array
ofcourses aimed at enhancing
skills relevant to national secu-
rity. The courses available here
include BA in Security Manage-
ment, MA in Police Administra-
tion and Security Management,
PG Diploma in Cyber Security
and Digital Forensics, PG
Diploma in Strength and Condi-
tioning and Diploma in Police
Science.

MI News Service, Kolkata: On the
birth anniversary of Raja Rammo-
han Roy, the All India Save Educa-
tion Committee (AISEC) launched
the Draft People’s Education Policy
(PEP) 2025 as an alternative to the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020. AISEC criticized NEP 2020
for being imposed during the
COVID-19 lockdown without parlia-
mentary debate or state consulta-
tion. The draft PEP, now open for
nationwide discussion, will be final-
ized through public input and pre-
sented at a National People’s
Parliament in Bengaluru in Janu-
ary 2026. PEP 2025 proposes a sec-
ular, scientific, and inclusive
education system, calls for 10% of
the central and 20–25% of state
budgets for education, and recom-
mends shifting education to the
State List. It supports the 10+2
structure, 3-year UG and 2-year PG
programs, classroom-based learn-
ing, and institutional autonomy. It
opposes CUET, NEET, the Indian

Knowledge System (IKS), and em-
phasizes independent research free

from political or bureaucratic inter-
ference.

Miratun Nahar, (educationist), Jahar Sarkar former Union education Secretary,
Prof. Alok Banerjee former Vice Chacellor, Prof. Chandraskher Chakraborty for-
mer Vice Chancellor and President of ABSEC, Dhrubajyoti Mukherjee former Pro-
fessor, Calcutta University, Prabhat Dutta former Professor Calcutta University,
Professor Tarun Kanti Naskar General Secretary, AISEC released a Draft alterna-
tive to National Education Policy 2020 “People’s education policy 2025” on Thurs-
day at Kolkata Press Club

MI News Service, Kolkata: In
connection with the Bikash
Bhavan on May 15, employ-
ment teachers Indrajit Mon-
dal and Sudip Konar
appeared at Bidhannagar
North Police station on
Thursday morning following
a summons issued by police,
reportedly in compliance
with a High Court directive.
Indrajit Mondal arrived at
the station around 10.30 am.
As he was present during the
protest at Bikash Bhavan, a
case has been filed against
him under multiple sections
of the law.   The protest, or-
ganized by the unemployed
teacher demanding jobs,
turned intense last Thursday
when demonstrators broke
through police barricades
and entered the premises
and continued throughout
the day, eventually leading to
a police lathi charge in the

evening. Several protesters
sustained injuries during the
incident, which sparked crit-
icism from various quarters.
However, Kolkata Police later
defended the use of force, cit-
ing the need to control the
situation. Despite the legal
action, Indrajit Mondal re-
mained defiant. Speaking to
the media, he said, “Efforts
are being made to break the
movement. But no matter
how many cases are filed,
this movement cannot be
suppressed. We, the unem-
ployed teachers, will con-
tinue to stand by the
movement in the days to
come.” In response to the po-
lice summons, unemployed
teachers have resumed their
sit-in protest outside Bikash
Bhavan in Karunamoyee, re-
iterating their demands and
vowing to persist until their
issues are addressed.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Tension
erupted at Kolkata Medical College
on Wednesday after a professor al-
legedly referred to a student as a
“militant” based on his attire and
beard. Fellow students filed a for-
mal complaint with the college au-
thorities, condemning the comment
as inappropriate and discrimina-
tory.

The college administration re-
sponded promptly, launching an in-
ternal investigation into the matter.

Principal of Kolkata Medical College
personally summoned the accused
professor, Dr. Bijan Adhikari, to dis-
cuss the incident. An inquiry com-
mittee has been set up to examine
the allegations in detail. MSVP Dr.
Anjan Adhikari confirmed the for-
mation of the committee and em-
phasized that such remarks are
unacceptable in any academic set-
ting, especially in an institution with
the legacy of Kolkata Medical Col-
lege. “We do not endorse or tolerate

any form of discriminatory or hate-
ful comments,” he said. Following
the backlash and initiation of the
probe, Dr. Bijan Adhikari met with
the concerned students and issued
an apology. Referring to the student
in question, he stated, “If my words
have hurt him, I sincerely apolo-
gize.” The administration has as-
sured that the investigation will be
conducted fairly and any necessary
actions will be taken based on the
findings.

Sports Minister Aroop Biswas, Kolkata Police Commissioner
Manoj Kumar Verma and Principal Secretary of the Sports
Department Rajesh Kumar Sinha did a press conference on
Weather report of Kolkata for 1st week of June 2025 at Naba
Mahakaran on Thursday.

Seven unidentified flying objects spotted

in one night, Lalbazer reveals details
MI News Service, Kolkata:
A wave of intrigue swept
through the city as multiple
unidentified flying objects
(UFOs), believed to be
drones, were reportedly
seen hovering over various
parts of Kolkata on Monday
night. According to Kolkata
Police, the objects were vis-
ible between 9:00 pm and
9:30 pm, with as many as
seven separate flying lights
observed across the sky-
line. The initial sighting
was reported in the port
area, with the objects later
seen moving across promi-
nent locations such as

Hastings and the Maidan.
Witnesses reported seeing
the lights clearly from high-
rise buildings including
‘The 42’ and ‘Chatterjee In-
ternational’. Kolkata Police
confirmed the sightings
and stated that an investi-
gation is currently under-
way to determine the origin
and purpose of the flying
objects. A police officer on
duty first alerted Lalbazar
Control Room after noticing
the lights, prompting im-
mediate communication
with multiple police sta-
tions to track the aerial ac-
tivity. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: Even fifteen days after the Higher Secondary (HS) results were declared in West
Bengal, undergraduate admissions to colleges and universities remain stalled, triggering confusion and
anxiety among students and educators alike. The delay stems from an unresolved legal challenge sur-
rounding the state’s implementation of the OBC reservation policy, which has landed the government in a
complex legal situation before the Calcutta High Court. The core of the issue lies in the 2010 expansion of

the OBC reservation list in Bengal, which introduced a 7% quota for newly recognized OBC groups. The
High Court has recently raised serious questions about the legality of this inclusion, stating that proper
legal and constitutional procedures may not have been followed in identifying the newer OBC beneficiaries.
As a result, the court has effectively cast the existing quota policy into doubt, compelling the state’s Higher
Education Department to halt the ongoing admission process while seeking legal clarity. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: A free
check-up and treatment camp was
recently organized in Kolkata for
subordinate staff of the Income Tax
Department. The initiative, led by
the Principal Chief Commissioner of

Income Tax (West Bengal & Sikkim
Region) and the Revenue officials
Women’s Association (ROWA),
aimed to promote employee well-
being. ROWA Chairperson Archana
Kumar inaugurated the camp, em-

phasizing the vital role of Group C
and subordinate staff in the depart-
ment's operations. Senior officials
including Esther Lal Rutkimi, IRS,
and Parmita M. Biswas, IRS, were
also present. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Indian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has forecast the formation of a low-pres-
sure area over the Bay of Bengal on May 27, which is
expected to intensify and move towards the northern Bay
by Thursday. This weather system is likely to bring wide-
spread rainfall to parts of South Bengal before the official
onset of the southwest monsoon. According to the IMD,
heavy rainfall is forecast for several districts of South
Bengal on May 28, with alerts issued for North and South
24 Parganas, as well as East and West Midnapore. Addi-

tional showers and thunderstorms are expected across
Kolkata and other districts in the region over the coming
days. The weather office has also warned of possible
heavy rainfall in Birbhum and Murshidabad between
Thursday and Friday. Several districts in North Bengal
are also likely to experience intense showers during this
period. Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon has already
made its onset over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands by
mid-May and is expected to reach Kerala by the end of
the month. 
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Name Change
I, Didemoni, W/o.-Late Gopin  
Hembam, residing at Vill-  
Jaypur, P.O.-Gug, P.S.-Rampurhat, 
Dist.-Birbhum, W.B. do hereby 
declare that Due to inadvertent my  
actual name is Didemoni has  
mentioned in my temporary receipt 
Ex Servicemen contributory health 
scheme but by wrongly recorded 
in Aadhar card as Jaba Hembram, 
W/o.- Late Gopin Hembram in 
place of  actual name.Henceforth   
Didemoni, W/o, Late Gopin Hembram 
& Jaba Hembram , W/o. Late Gopin  
Hembram both are same and one 
identical person by affidavit made 
before the Court of Ld. Executive 
Magistrate, Rampurhat, Birbhum vide 
affidavit no. 10003  Dt. 16.05.2025.

Name Change
I, Narayan Tamang, S/o Late  
Narbahadur Tamang residing at 
49/5/1L, Karl Marx Sarani, P.O-  
Khidderpore, PS – South Port,  
Kolkata – 700023 WB, declare 
that my daughter’s name has been 
wrongly recorded in her Birth  
Certificate under registration no. 
266/1439 dated 19.02.1997 issued 
by KMC health Dept as Natasha  
Muktan D/o Narayan Muktan instead 
of her actual name Natasha Tamang 
D/o Narayan Tamang. That Natasha  
Muktan D/o Narayan Muktan and 
Natasha Tamang D/o Narayan  
Tamang both are same and one  
identical person vide affidavit 30872 
dated 20.05.2025 before  the court of 
Ld. Judicial Magistrate First Class, 
Alipore, South 24 Pgs. For any  
enquiry please contact Sudipta  
Manna, Advocate, Mob- 9674056758

Name Change
I, Ajay Hamirwasia (old name) son of 
Laxman Kumar Agarwal, residing at 
CJ-113, Salt Lake City, Tank-9, Sec-
2, Bidhannagar (M), Sech Bhawan, 
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700091, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Ajay Kumar Agarwal (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. 
Ajay Kumar Agarwal (New Name) 
and Ajay Hamirwasia (old name) both 
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Debarati Mukherjee (old name) 
wife of Somnath Mukherjee, residing 
at 42/B James Long Sarani, P.O. & 
P.S.- Behala, Kolkata- 700034, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Debarati Chanda Mukherjee (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. 
Debarati Chanda Mukherjee (New 
Name) and Debarati Mukherjee (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Chandrani Mukherji (old name) 
son of Kaushik Mukherjee,  
residing at Opp-Girish Manch,20A, 
Kaliprasad Chakravorty ST, PO-Girish  
Avenue, Kolkata, 700003, West Bengal,  
INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
Chandrani Mukherjee (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary  
public at Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025.  
Chandrani Mukherjee (New Name) 
and Chandrani Mukherji (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sarmistha Mukherji (old name) 
wife of Kaushik Mukherjee,  
residing at Opp-Girish Manch, 20A, 
Kaliprasad Chakravorty ST, PO-  
Girish Avenue, Kolkata, 700003, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Sarmistha Mukherjee (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025. 
Sarmistha Mukherjee (New Name) 
and Sarmistha Mukherji (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Kaushik Mukherji (old name) 
son of Jyoti Prasad Mukherjee,  
residing at Opp-Girish Manch, 20A,  
Kaliprasad Chakravorty ST, PO-  
Girish Avenue, Kolkata, 700003, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Kaushik Mukherjee (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025. 
Kaushik Mukherjee (New Name) and 
Kaushik Mukherji (old name) both 
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Noor Jahan Begum (old name) 
wife of Syed Irfan Ali, residing 
at 2/3, Shah Aman Lane, P.S.-  
Ekbalpore, Kolkata- 700023, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Noor Jahan (New Name) as  
declared before the Notary public 
at Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025. Noor 
Jahan (New Name) and Noor Jahan 
Begum (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Irfan Ali (old name) son of Syed 
Yacoob Ali, residing at 2/3, Shah 
Aman Lane, P.S.- Ekbalpore,  
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal,  
INDIA, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Syed 
Irfan Ali (New Name) as declared  
before the Notary public at Kolkata, 
dated 21/05/2025. Syed Irfan Ali 
(New Name) and Irfan Ali (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Seikh Md Samiullah (old name) 
son of Md Saud, residing at 13/H/23, 
Braun Feld Row, P.S.- Ekbalpore, 
Kolkata- 700027, West Bengal,  
INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as 
Sk Md Samiullah (New Name) as  
declared before the Notary public at  
Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025. Sk Md 
Samiullah (New Name) and Seikh Md  
Samiullah (old name) both are same  
and  identical person.

Name Change
I, Supriya Bibi (old name) wife of  
Harun Mondal, residing at 
Vill-Swarupdaha, PO-Hakimpur, 
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743273, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Supiya Mondal (New Name) as 
declared before the Notary public at 
Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. Supiya 
Mondal (New Name) and Supriya 
Bibi (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Arjmand Waquar 
(old name) son of Waquar Ahmed,  
residing at 15, Monoshotolla Row, 
P.S.-Ekbalpore, Kolkata-700023, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Md Arjmand Waquar (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. 
Md Arjmand Waquar (New Name) 
and Mohammad Arjmand Waquar 
(old name) both are same and  
identical person.

Name Change
I, Pradip Kumar Nandy (old name), 
son of Amal Krishna Nandi,  
residing at AG 76, Hanapara,  
Krishnapur, P.S. Baguiati,  
Kolkata- 700102, West Bengal,  
INDIA,  I have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Pradip 
Kumar Nandi (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata 
dated 22/05/2025. Pradip Kumar 
Nandi (new name) and Pradip Kumar 
Nandy (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Allwyn Richard Syiemlieh 
Dcruz (old name), son of Stanley    
Robert   Dcruz, residing at BD 203, 
Kamal Apartment, Kamal Park, 
P.O. Prafullakanan, P.S. Baguiati,  
Kolkata- 700101, West Bengal,  
INDIA, I have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
Allwyn Richard Dcruzsyiemlieh (new 
name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata dated 21/05/2025.  
Allwyn Richard Dcruzsyiemlieh (new 
name) and Allwyn Richard Syiemlieh 
Dcruz (old name) both are same and  
identical person.

Name Change
I, Aktar Hossain (old name) son 
of Abdul Rashid, residing at  
Majherhat Shirakolesirakol,  
Magrahat, P.O.- Shirakole, Diamond 
Harbour, Pin- 743513, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Akhtar 
Hossain (New Name) as declared  
before the Notary public at Kolkata, 
dated 22/05/2025. Akhtar Hossain 
(New Name) and Aktar Hossain (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

Name Change
I,Ajehar Mondal (old name) son 
of Moslem Mondal, residing 
at Vill- Kharida Chapra, P.O.-  
Puratan Chapra, P.S.- Ranaghat, Dist.-  
Nadia, Pin- 741202, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Ajahar  
Mondal (New Name) as declared  
before the Notary public at  
Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025.Ajahar 
Mondal(New Name) and Ajehar 
Mondal(old name) both are same and 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Dcruz Olga (old name), daughter of 
Anthony Norman Fernandes, residing 
at BD 203, Kamal Apartment, Kamal 
Park, P.O. Prafullakanan, P.S. Baguiati,  
Kolkata- 700101, West Bengal,  
INDIA, I have changed my name and shall  
henceforth be known as Olga Dcruz (new 
name) as declared before the Notary public 
at Kolkata dated 21/05/2025. Olga Dcruz 
(new name) and Dcruz Olga (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Taziuddin Gazi (Old Name), son 
of Tapjel Gazi, residing at Vill.- 
Kharibaria, P.O.- Kamduni, P.S.- 
Rajarhat, Dist.- North 24 Parganas, 
Pin- 700135, West Bengal, INDIA, 
I have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Tajiruddin 
Gazi (new name) as declared before 
the Notary public at Kolkata dated 
20/05/2025. Tajiruddin Gazi (new 
name) and Taziuddin Gazi (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Masum Ahmed (Old Name), 
son of Babu Molla, residing at 21  
Nawazpara Natagarh, Panihati, P.S.- 
Ghola, Barrackpore, Pin- 700113, 
West Bengal, INDIA, I have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Masum Ahmed Molla (new 
name) as declared before the Notary 
public at Kolkata dated 20/05/2025. 
Masum Ahmed Molla (new name) 
and Masum Ahmed (old name) both 
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Bablu Molla (Old Name), son of 
Late Khalek Molla, residing at 21 
Nawazpara Natagarh, Panihati, P.S.- 
Ghola, Barrackpore, Pin- 700113, 
West Bengal, INDIA, I have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Babu Molla (new name) 
as declared before the Notary public 
at Kolkata dated 20/05/2025. Babu  
Molla (new name) and Bablu  
Molla (old name) both are same and  
identical person.

Name Change
I, Khokan Pal (old name) son of 
Jogesh Chandra Paul, residing at 
6, Gopal Jew Mandir Road, Birati,  
Barrackpore, Pin- 700051, West  
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Khokan Paul (New Name) as  
declared before the Notary public at 
Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. Khokan 
Paul (New Name) and Khokan 
Pal (old name) both are same and  
identical person.

Name Change
I, Purnima Pal (old name) wife 
of Khokan Paul, residing at 6,  
Gopal Jew Mandir Road, Birati,  
Barrackpore, Pin- 700051, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Purnima Paul (New Name) as  
declared before the Notary  
public at Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025.  
Purnima Paul (New Name) and  
Purnima Pal (old name) both are same 
and  identical person.

Name Change
I, S Rama (old name) wife of S  
Srinivas, residing at Bhagawanpur, 
P.O.-Kharagpur, Dist-West Midnapore, 
Pin- 721301, West Bengal, INDIA, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as M Rama 
(New Name) as declared before 
the Notary public at Kolkata, dated 
22/05/2025. M Rama (New Name) 
and S Rama (old name) both are same 
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Laikat Karim (Old Name) S/O 
Late Ramjan, Residing At 6/H/6, 
Taltala Lane, Po-Entally, Ps-Taltala, 
West Bengal,India. Have Changed 
My Name And  Shall Henceforth Be  
Known As Sk Liyakat(New Name) 
As Declared Before The Notary  
Public At Kolkata On 21/05/2025.
Laikat Karim(Old Name) And Sk 
Liyakat (New Name) Both Are Same 
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sandeep Santra (Old Name) S/O 
Late Bikash Santra And Bikash  
Chandra Santra Residing At  Vill & 
Po-Purba Nischintapur, Pin-700138, 
Dist-24 Parganas South, West  
Bengal, India. Have Changed My 
Name And  Shall Henceforth Be  
Known As Sandeep Kumar Santra 
(New Name) As Declared Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
21/05/2025. Sandeep Santra (Old 
Name) And Sandeep Kumar Santra 
(New Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shampa Basu (old name) wife of  
Sumit Basu, residing at 27/2/1, 
Shibtala Lane Sheoraphuli,   
Hooghly- 712223, West Bengal,  
INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
Shampa Basu Mondal (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary  
public at Kolkata, dated 21/05/2025.  
Shampa Basu Mondal (New Name) and  
Shampa Basu (old name) both are 
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Susanta Mandal & Sushanta  
Mondal (old names) son of  
Lalit Mohan Mondal, residing at  
Nodakhali, Baratala, Bahirkunja, 
Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin- 743318, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Susanta Kumar Mondal 
(New Name) as declared before 
the Notary public at Kolkata, dated 
22/05/2025. Susanta Kumar Mondal 
(New Name) and Susanta Mandal & 
Sushanta Mondal (old names) all are 
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Munsi Badare Alam S/O-  
Munsi Habibul Islam resident of Vill- 
Nichintapur, P.O.-Nichintapur, 
P.S.- Khandaghosh, Dist-Purba  
Bardhaman, West Bengal, PIN-
713142, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
‘MUNSI BADRE ALAM’ vide an 
affidavit before the Notary Public at 
Purba Bardhaman on 22/05/2025. 
That Munsi Badare Alam and Munsi 
Badre Alam both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Gopal Chandra Das S/O- Nirmal 
Das resident of Khanpukur,P.O.- 
Burdwan, P.S.-Burdwan, Dist- 
Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal, 
PIN-713101, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
‘GOPAL DAS’ vide an affidavit  
before the Notary Public at Purba 
Bardhaman on 19/05/2025. That  
Gopal Chandra Das and Gopal Das 
both are same and one identical  
person.

Name Change
I , Somenath Das S/O- Gopal Chan-
dra Das @ Gopal Das resident of 
Loco Golghar, Ghosh Para, P.O.- 
Burdwan, P.S.-Burdwan, Dist-Purba  
Bardhaman, West Bengal, PIN-
713101, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
‘SOMNATH DAS’ vide an  
affidavit before the Notary Public at 
Purba Bardhaman on 19/05/2025. 
That Somenath Das and Somnath 
Das both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I Deepak Ghimrey, S/O Hari 
Prasad Ghimrey, R/O Lower Lolay,  
Dokandara, Po-Lolay 
Dokhan Dara, Ps-Kalimpong,  
Kalimpong,  734301, West Bengal, Shall  
Henceforth Be Known As  
Dipak Ghimirey,Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At  
Kolkata On 22/05/2025,That Deepak  
Ghimrey And Dipak Ghimirey All 
Are The Same And One Identical 
Person

Name Change
I Srijana Chetri,W/O Dipak Ghimirey, 
R/O Lower Lolay,Dokandara,Po- 
Lolay Dokhan Dara,Ps-Kalimpong, 
Kalimpong, 734301, West Bengal, 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As  
Srijana Chettri,Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 22/05/2025,That Srijana 
Chetri And Srijana Chettri All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person

Name Change
I, Manica Rasul (old name) son 
of Sk Salauddin Anam, residing 
at 6B Serang Lane, Entally, P.S.- 
Taltala, Kolkata-700014, West Bengal,  
INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as  
Manika Rasul (New Name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata,  
dated 22/05/2025. Manika Rasul 
(New Name) and Manica Rasul (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Sheik Salauddin Anam (old name) 
son of Mohd Abdul Jalil, residing 
at 6B Serang Lane, Entally, P.S.-  
Taltala, Kolkata-700014, West  
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Sk  
Salauddin Anam (New Name) as 
declared before the Notary public at  
Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. Sk  
Salauddin Anam (New Name) and  
Sheik Salauddin Anam (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Yash Kamlesh Chopra (old name) 
son of Kamlesh Ravilal Chopra,  
residing at 237/G, Maniktala Main 
Road, Kankurgachi, Kolkata- 700054, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Yash Chopra (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary  
public at Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. 
Yash Chopra (New Name) and Yash  
Kamlesh Chopra (old name) both are 
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ritu Hamirwasia (old name)  
daughter of Pawan Gopalka,  
residing at CJ-113, Salt Lake City, 
Tank-9, Sec-2, Bidhannagar (M), 
Sech Bhawan, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, 
Pin- 700091, West Bengal, INDIA, 
have changed my name and shall  
henceforth be known as Ritu  
Agarwal (New Name) as  
declared before the Notary public at  
Kolkata, dated 22/05/2025. Ritu 
Agarwal (New Name) and Ritu 
Hamirwasia (old name) both are same 
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Rekha Mondal  Mother of No. 
15779142P Rank Ex Hav Name  
Bhaskar Mondal  resident of Vill.- 
Guskara, P.O.-Guskara, Dist.-Purba 
Bardhaman (WB), Pin-713128 have 
change my Name from Rekha Mondal 
to Rekha Rani Mondal vide Affidavit 
dated 22.05.25 before the Executive 
Magistrate at Purba Bardhaman.

Name Change
I, Ashish Kumar Mahato S/o  
Sanjoy Mahato residing at 9 No. Rail 
Gate, Dankuni (M), Dist–Hooghly 
Pin- 712311 WB declare that as my  
mother has Two marriage and  
formerly her name was Rekha  
Upadhya and now her name is Rekha 
Mahato so I have changed my name 
from Ashish Kumar Upadhya to  
Ashish Kumar Mahato and  
henceforth shall be known as Ashish 
Kumar Mahato vide affidavit No. 
8059 dated 02.05.2025 before the 
Court of Ld. 1st Class Magistrate at 
Calcutta. Ashish Kumar Upadhya and 
Ashish Kumar Mahato both are same 
and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Aslam Sekh, S/o Late Rejjak Sekh   
residing at Mallickpur Faridpur, 
P.O-Mallickpur, P.S-Baruipur, Dist-
South 24 Parganas, Kol-700145. My 
son’s actual name is Sobhan Sekh  
instead of Sobhan Seikh also my  
actual name is Aslam sekh instead of 
Ismail seikh before the Ld.1st class  
judicial magistrate at Baruipur, kol-
144 on 20/05/2025.That Sobhan Sekh 
and Sobhan Seikh both are the same 
and one identical person and also  
Ismail Seikh and Aslam Sekh both are 
same and one identical person.

CHANGE OF NAME
I SANJAY KUMAR RAI.son of  
Vinod Kumar Rai residing at 1, 
Ashubabu Lane, P.S. Watgunge,  
Khiddirpur, Kolkata-700023, do 
hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
that my correct and original name 
is SANJAY KUMAR ROy which 
are used and recorded in my Voter  
Identity Card, Pan Card and  
Adhaar Card Inadvertently in the  
academic papers and documents my 
name has been wrongly recorded  
SANJAY KUMAR RAI instead of 
SANJAY KUMAR ROY. By an  
affidavit before the Notary  
Public at Alipore on 16.05.2025 that  
SANJAY KUMAR ROY and SANJAY  
KUMAR RAI is the same and one 
identical person.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Basudev Dey S/o Late  
Dhirendra Dey Residing at 370/B, G.T 
Road  Manasatala, P.o-Chatra, P.s- 
Serampore, District - Hooghly, Pin 
- 712204 West Bengal India shall 
henceforth be known as Basudeb 
Dey. I declare that Basudev Dey and  
Basudeb Dey is same and one  
identical person by virtue of an  
affidavit sworn before the Notary 
Public, Kolkata on 22-05-2025.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Zulfaquar Ali S/o Late Mujibur 
Rahaman Residing at 103, Belilious 
Road, P.o - Howrah, P.s - Howrah, 
District - Howrah, Pin - 711101 
West Bengal India shall henceforth 
be known as Zulfiquar Ali. I declare 
that Zulfaquar Ali and Zulfiquar Ali 
is same and one identical person by 
virtue of an affidavit sworn before 
the Notary Public, Kolkata on 22-05-
2025.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Sangeeta Sultania W/o Atul Kumar 
Sultania Residing at Urbana Tower 7, 
Flat No - 1704, 783 Chowbaga Road, 
P.o - E.K.T, P.s - Anandapur, District 
-Kolkata, Pin-700107 West Bengal 
India shall henceforth be known 
as Sangita Sultania. I declare that  
Sangeeta Sultania and Sangita  
Sultania is same and one identical 
person by virtue of an affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on 
22-05-2025.

Name Change
After accepting Islam on & from 
01/09/2024, I, Santu Das S/o.  
Ramen Das R/o. Kumirmora  
Mollapara, Kumirmora, Chanditala, 
Hooghly-712704, known every-
where as Sk Masud Rahaman. I, Sk 
Masud Rahaman & Santu Das S/o. 
Sheikh Moksud Rahaman is the 
same self & one identical person vide  
affidavit no. 12281, dt. 04/09/2024 
before S.D.E.M. Serampore, Hooghly 
Court.

Eastern Railway, Howrah Division Launches World 
Environment Day Campaign at Howrah Station

 Prime Minister virtually inaugurates 
103 Amrit Stations including Joychandi 
Pahar station of South Eastern Railway

Kalyani Ghosh Para station inaugurated 
by PM through video conferencing

MI News Service, 
Cannes:  A 4k restored 
version of Oscar-winning 
filmmaker Satyajit Ray’s 
1970 film Aranyer Din Ratri 
(Days and Nights in the 
Forest) received a standing 
ovation at the 78th Cannes 
Film Festival.

Veteran actors Sharmi-
la Tagore and Simi Gare-
wal, who were part of the 
ensemble cast of the 1970 
Bengali film, attended the 
screening in France.

The film was restored 
by The Film Foundation’s 
World Cinema Project at 
L’Immagine Ritrovata in 
collaboration with Film 
Heritage Foundation, Janus 
Films, and The Criterion 
Collection. Filmmaker Wes 
Anderson was also present 
at the film screening.

The film also stars Sou-
mitra Chatterjee, Subhen-
du Chatterjee and Rabi 
Ghosh.

The official Instagram 
handle of Film Heritage 
Foundation shared a video 
of the standing ovation fol-
lowing Aranyer Din Ratri 
screening at Cannes.

“The newly restored 
version of Satyajit Ray’s 
Aranyer Din Ratri (1970) 
received a resounding 
standing ovation at the 
Festival de Cannes 2025, 
following the world pre-
miere yesterday. The emo-
tional response from the 
audience underscored the 
film’s enduring power and 
Ray’s timeless storytelling. 
Presented by an illustrious 
group including Wes An-
derson, Sharmila Tagore, 
Simi Garewal, and all the 
partners involved in the 
restoration of this film, 
the screening was a mov-
ing tribute to one of Indian 
cinema’s most celebrated 
auteurs,” Film Heritage 
Foundation wrote along-
side the video, which also 
shows Sharmila and Simi 
thanking the audience.

Adapted from Bengali 
author Sunil Gangopad-
hyay’s eponymous novel, 
the film follows a group 
of men from Kolkata — 
played by Soumitra Chat-
terjee, Subhendu Chatter-
jee, Samit Bhanja, and Rabi 
Ghosh — as they head out 
for a weekend in the wil-
derness.

In the film, Sharmila 
portrays Aparna, a sophis-
ticated city woman, while 
Garewal takes on the role 
of Duli, a tribal Santhal girl.

Aranyer Din Ratri was 
nominated for Best Film at 
the 20th Berlin Internation-
al Film Festival in 1970. A 
sequel, Abar Aranye, di-
rected by Goutam Ghose, 
was released in 2003. The 
film continued the story of 
the four friends and their 
families who return to the 
wilderness.

Sharmila last visited 
Cannes in 2009 as part of 
the gala jury. Previously, 
her 1960 film Devi, also 
directed by Ray, competed 
for the Palme d'Or, the fes-
tival's top honour.

The 78th edition of the 
annual film festival, cur-
rently underway in south-
ern France, is set to con-
clude on May 24.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Under the guid-
ance of Shri Sanjeev Kumar, 
Divisional Railway Manag-
er, Howrah Division of East-
ern Railway today launched 
a special environmental 
awareness campaign at 
Howrah Station as a pre-
lude to World Environment 
Day, observed globally on 
5th June. This year’s theme, 
“End Plastic Pollution,” re-
flects a renewed commit-
ment to sustainability and 
ecological responsibility.

The campaign com-
menced with a live demon-
stration at the station’s 
Material Recovery Facility 
(MRF), where the plastic 
baling machine was oper-
ated to highlight its pivot-
al role in reducing plastic 
waste. This 50-tonne hy-
draulic press compacts seg-
regated plastic waste into 
dense bales, thereby facil-
itating efficient recycling 
and minimizing environ-
mental impact.

Earlier, all waste—includ-

ing plastic—was indiscrimi-
nately sent to the municipal 
dumping ground. However, 
with the operationalization 
of the MRF, plastic waste is 
now systematically segre-
gated and processed for re-
cycling. This initiative marks 
a significant step forward 
in reducing plastic pollution 
and protecting the ecosys-
tem from hazardous waste.

The campaign will con-
tinue until 5th June, featur-
ing a series of awareness 

drives, cleanliness activi-
ties, and green initiatives to 
foster public participation 
in environmental conserva-
tion.

Howrah Division reaf-
firms its commitment to 
sustainable practices and 
calls upon passengers, staff, 
and the public to join hands 
in building a cleaner, green-
er future.

"Say No to Plastic, Say 
Yes to Eco-friendly Prod-
ucts."

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi virtual-
ly inaugurated 103 railway 
stations across the country 
under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme along with 
various important railway 
infrastructure projects 
through video conferenc-
ing today (22.05.2025). 
Joychandi Pahar station of 
South Eastern Railway was 
also inaugurated as a part 
of this nationwide project.

A colourful  programme 
was organized at Joychandi 
pahar station to mark the 
occasion. The programme 
was graced by the presence 
of Dr. Subhas Sarkar, Ex 
Minister of Education, Govt 
of India and Shri Vivekanan-
da Bauri, Hon’ble MLA as 
chief guests. In addition, 
a large number of local 
residents, school children, 
media personnel, Social 
media influencers, families 
of Indian Army personnel, 
Sarpanch of the nearby 
villages, representatives 
from Govt. offices and other 
guests attended the event 
with great enthusiasm.

Joychandi Pahar station 
in Purulia District of West 
Bengal serves as a vital 
point for passenger and 
freight transportation. The 
redeveloped station un-
der Amrit Bharat Station 

Scheme will provide world 
class travel facilities to the 
passengers and boost the 
economic growth of the 
area. It will also enhance 
local tourism. Redevelop-
ment of Joychandi Pahar 
Station of Adra Division has 
been completed in record 
time to provide improved 
passenger amenities.

During the programme, 
winners of the essay and 
painting competitions 
themed “Mera Amrit Station” 
& “Operation Sindoor – Virta 

ki misaal” were also felici-
tated. Students from railway 
schools under Adra Division 
and members of the Scouts 
and Guides participated ac-
tively in the competition. A 
total of 36 participants were 
awarded by the chief guests. 
Before the ceremonial in-
auguration, a cultural pro-
gramme was also organized 
on the theme of patriotism. 
Divisional Railway Manager/
Adra, other railway officers 
and staff were also present 
on the occasion.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Narendra Modi, 
Hon'ble Prime Minister has 
inaugurated, laid the founda-
tion stone and dedicated to 
the nation multiple develop-
ment projects worth Rs 26,000 
crore from Bikaner, Rajasthan 
today (22.05.2025). Emphasis-
ing India's continuous efforts 
to modernise its Railway net-
work, Hon'ble PM pointed out 
the significant infrastructure 
advancements over the past 11 
years, including modernization 
of more than 1,300 railway 
stations is being carried out to 
improve passenger experience 
significantly. Hon'ble PM has 
dedicated 103 Amrit Bharat 
Station today to the Nation of 
18 states today through video 
conferencing, one of which 
was Kalyani Ghosh Para Sta-
tion in Sealdah Division.

Kalyani Ghosh Para Station 
is now upgraded as World 
standard station with im-
proved station building, Con-
course, Circulating area & Fa-
cade. The entire station is now 
fully covered by shed. It's now 

loaded with Single/double Face 
Train Information Boards, GPS 
Clock, Speaker, GPS Based 
outdoor True Colour LED Tow-
er Clock etc. For Divyangjans 
- Two ramps, low height book-
ing counter, Toilet & Water 
booths have been installed. A 
fully furnished waiting hall is 
also there with a small library.

PM has mentioned that, 
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 
plays a pivotal role in achiev-
ing goal of modernizing world 
class Railway stations, loaded 
with improved modern ame-
nities. 

Shantanu Thakur, Hon'ble 
MOS Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping & Waterways , Shri Ja-

gannath Sarkar/Hon'ble MP, 
Shri Ashim Sarkar/Hon'ble 
MLA, Shri Swapan Majum-
der,/Hon'ble MLA, Shri Ambi-
ka Roy/Hon'ble MLA and Shri 
Subrata Thakur/Hon'ble MLA 
were present in the inaugu-
ration ceremony. Shri Rajeev 
Saxena, DRM/Sealdah along-
with Divisional Officers were 
also present in the dedication 
function at Kalyani Ghosh 
Para. About 2300 spectators 
were also witnessed the his-
toric dedication ceremony to-
day and also expressed their 
happiness after witnessing 
station premises with cutting 
edge technological upgrada-
tions.

Redevelopment of Joychandi Pahar Station under Amrit Bharat Sation Scheme

Panagarh Station

Ray’s ‘Aranyer 
Din Ratri’ gets 

standing ovation
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MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi Inau-
gurates Redeveloped Pir-
painti and Rajmahal Sta-
tions as “Amrit Station”

In a historic moment for 
Indian Railways and the 
Nation, Hon’ble Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, 
today inaugurated, laid the 
foundation stone, and dedi-
cated multiple development 
projects worth over ₹26,000 
crore in Bikaner, Rajasthan. 
In a landmark initiative 
under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, the Prime 
Minister also inaugurated 
103 redeveloped Amrit Sta-
tions located in 86 districts 
across 18 States and Union 
Territories, developed at 
a cost of more than ₹1,100 
crore.

Among these, Pirpainti 
Railway Station in Bihar 
and Rajmahal Railway Sta-
tion in Jharkhand under 
Malda Division, Eastern 
Railway, were proudly in-
augurated as Amrit Stations 
by the Hon’ble Prime Min-
ister.

Pirpainti Railway Station 
– Bhagalpur District, Bihar

Pirpainti Station, catego-
rized as an NSG-5 station, 
has been redeveloped to re-
flect the cultural richness of 
Bihar while ensuring world-
class amenities for passen-
gers. The station’s architec-
tural design and interiors 
are inspired by regional art 
and nearby historical mon-
uments, creating a seam-
less fusion of tradition and 
modernity.

The inauguration cere-
mony at Pirpainti station 
was graced by Hon’ble MLA 
of Pirpainti Shri Lalan Ku-
mar and Hon’ble MLA of Ka-
halgaon  Shri Pawan Kumar 

Yadav. Divisional Railway 
Manager (DRM), Malda, 
Shri Manish Kumar Gupta, 
along with Senior Branch 
Officers of the division were 
also present, along with 
other dignitaries, families of 
brave soldiers and a large 
gathering of enthusiastic lo-
cal citizens.

A huge public turnout at 
the station demonstrated 
the excitement and pride 
of the community in wit-
nessing the transformation 
of Pirpainti into an Amrit 
Station.

A vibrant cultural pro-
gramme was held to mark 
the occasion, where school 
students and the Scouts & 
Guides team gave heartfelt 
patriotic performances. The 
winners of the competitions 
organized by the division 
prior to the event were also 
felicitated by the Hon’ble 
dignitaries .

Key Redevelopment High-
lights at Pirpainti Station:

• Modern façade with 
aesthetic lighting

• First Class and Second 
Class Waiting Halls

• Reserved Lounge, Ex-
ecutive Lounge, and Ladies 
Waiting Hall

• Spacious concourse 
area and arrival block

• Developed circulating 
area for better passenger 
movement

• Indoor and outdoor 
large-size video walls for 
passenger information

• Comprehensive signage 
for easy navigation

• Fully Divyangjan-com-
pliant infrastructure

Rajmahal Railway Sta-
tion – Sahibganj District, 
Jharkhand

Rajmahal Station, anoth-
er NSG-5 station, stands as a 
vital rail hub in Jharkhand. 

Under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, it has un-
dergone transformative 
redevelopment to meet 
the future needs of pas-
sengers and boost local 
economic development.

The inauguration cere-
mony at Rajmahal station 
was graced by  Shri Anant 
Kumar Ojha, former MLA 
of Rajmahal. The event 
was also attended by Chief 
Project Manager (CPM), 
Gati Shakti Unit (GSU), 
Malda, Shri R.V. Nagrale, 
and other branch officers 
of the division, along with 
dignitaries, school stu-
dents, families of soldiers, 
and thousands of local 
citizens who gathered to 
witness the landmark oc-
casion.

A similar cultural pro-
gramme was held, where 
students and the Scouts 
& Guides team gave pa-
triotic performances. The 
winners of the competi-
tions organized earlier 
by the division were also 
felicitated by the Hon’ble 
dignitaries.

Key Redevelopment 
Highlights at Rajmahal 
Station:

• Construction of a 
modern façade with aes-
thetic façade lighting

• Enhanced circulating 
area and pedestrian path-
ways

• Platform extension for 
longer trains

• Renovation and con-
struction of First and Sec-
ond Class Waiting Halls, 
Reserved Lounge, Exec-
utive Lounge, and Ladies 
Waiting Hall

• Pay & Use toilet facility
• Eye-catching sculp-

tures and culturally in-
spired interiors

• Indoor video wall for 
dynamic passenger infor-
mation

• Signage work for 
streamlined station navi-
gation

• Fully Divyang-
jan-friendly infrastructure

The redevelopment 
of these stations under 
the Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme reflects the 
Government of India’s 
steadfast commitment 
to modernizing railway 
infrastructure while pre-
serving India’s cultural 
identity. These state-
of-the-art facilities are 
poised to transform the 
travel experience of mil-
lions of passengers and 
contribute significantly to 
regional growth.

PM  Inaugurates Redeveloped Pirpainti and 
Rajmahal Stations as “Amrit Station”

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi virtually inaugurated 
103 railway stations across 
the country under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme along 
with various important rail-
way infrastructure projects 
through video conferencing 
today (22.05.2025). Redevel-
oped Govindpur Road station 
of South Eastern Railway was 
also inaugurated as a part of 
this nationwide project. 

A colourful  programme 
was organized at Govindpur 
Road station to mark the oc-
casion. Shri Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, Hon’ble Governor 
of Jharkhand virtually joined 
the Inaugural programme 
and appreciated the initiative 
of Railways. The programme 
was graced by the presence 
of Shri Deepak Birua, Min-
ister of Transport, Revenue, 
Registration & Land Reforms 
(non -registration), Govt 
of Jharkhand, Shri Arjun 
Munda, Ex Chief Minister, 
Jharkhand, Shri Sudeep Gud-
hiya, MLA and Shri Koche 
Munda, Ex MLA. In addition, 
a large number of local resi-
dents, school children, media 
personnel, Rail fans, Social 
media influencers, Sarpanch 
of the nearby villages, repre-
sentatives from Govt. offices 
and other guests attended 
the event with great enthu-
siasm.

Govindpur Road station 
is an important station of 
Jharkhand for passenger and 
freight transportation. The 
redeveloped station under 
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 
will provide world class trav-
el facilities to the passen-
gers and boost the economic 
growth of the area. Redevel-
opment of Govindpur Road 
Station of Ranchi Division 
has been completed in record 
time to provide improved 
passenger amenities.

During the programme, 
winners of the essay and 
painting competitions themed 
“Mera Amrit Station” & “Op-
eration Sindoor – Virta ki 
misaal” were awarded by the 
dignitaries. Students from 
railway schools under Ranchi 
Division participated actively 
in the competition. Before the 
ceremonial inauguration, a 
cultural programme was also 
organized. Divisional Railway 
Manager/Ranchi, other rail-
way officers and staff were 
also present on the occasion.

MI News Service,  
Bengaluru:  Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
chairman Dr V. Narayanan 
said Chandrayaan-4 will be 
Isro’s most complex and am-
bitious lunar mission.
“Isro is preparing itself for 
its next mission — Chan-
drayaan-4. Under this mis-
sion, its endeavour will be to 
collect lunar surface samples 
and return with the samples 
to Earth, which will later 
be used for various experi-
ments. It will give an insight 
into the understanding of lu-
nar geology,” he told a gath-
ering of scientists in Bhu-
baneswar.

He was in the city to visit 
the Central Tool Room and 
Training Centre (CTTC) that 
used to provide key compo-
nents to Isro’s various pro-
grammes, including Chan-
drayaan. “The year 2027 is 

going to be a defining year 
in India’s space journey. The 
country is preparing for two 
missions — Chandrayaan-4 
and the first human space-
flight under the Gaganyaan 
Programme,” he told scien-
tists.

The ISRO chief said: “India 
will showcase its technolo-
gies such as precision land-
ing, sample collection, lift 
off from the lunar surface, 
docking and undocking in lu-
nar orbit, mid-space sample 
transfer and return to earth. 
The mission will focus on 
four modules: transfer, land-
er, ascender and re-entry.”

The ace scientist said: “Af-
ter Chandrayaan-3 made a 
soft landing near the south 
pole of the moon and made 
the country proud, we em-
barked on our next mission, 
Chandrayan-4.”

Elaborating further, he 
said: “The Chandrayan-4 
Mission will substantiate 
the technologies needed for 
a future crewed lunar land-
ing, planned for 2040. At the 
same time, in collaboration 

with Japan’s space agency 
JAXA (Japan Aerospace Ex-
ploration Agency), work has 
simultaneously begun on the 
Chandrayan-5 mission. All 
the mission showcases In-
dia’s growing proficiency in 
space exploration.”

Dr Narayanan said that 
Chandrayaan-5 will focus 
on explorations in the south 
polar region, search for wa-
ter and prepare for future 
long-term lunar missions. 
“Chandrayan-5 will carry 
the rover, which would be 
capable of surviving the long 
lunar night. Its total launch 
mass will be more than that 
of Chandrayaan-3 and will 
be 6,400kg. We are work-
ing to ensure that the Chan-
drayaan-5 mission will last at 
least 100 days.”

Chandraayaan-5 will be 
launched abroad JAXA’s H3-
24L rocket and will carry Is-

MI News Service,  
For construction of a Limit-
ed Height Subway (LHS) at 
Level Crossing Gate No. 29 
between Barahat – Mandar 
Hill  section over Malda Divi-
sion, 7 hrs. (from 09:15 hrs. 
to 16:15 hrs.) Traffic & Pow-
er Block has been planned 
on 23.05.2025. Consequent-
ly, following arrangements 
in train running have been 
made as under:

Cancellation of trains on 
23.05.2025 (Friday):

* 73441 Hansdiha – 
Bhagalpur DEMU Passenger

* 73444 Bhagalpur – Hans-
diha DEMU Passenger

* 73443 Hansdiha – 
Bhagalpur DEMU Passenger

Short termination/Short 
origination of trains:

* 13334 Patna – Dumka 
Express (journey commenc-
ing on 23.05.2025) will be 
Short Terminated at Bhagal-
pur.

* 13333 Dumka – Patna Ex-
press (journey commencing 
on 23.05.2025) will be Short 
Originated from Bhagalpur.

* 73402 Bhagalpur – God-
da DEMU Passenger (journey 
commencing on 23.05.2025) 
will be Short Originated from 
Hansdiha.

Moreover, 18604 Godda 
– Ranchi Express (journey 
commencing on 23.05.2025) 
will be controlled enroute by 
30 mins.

MI News Service, Kolkata : 
In a significant stride towards 
transforming India’s railway 
infrastructure, Shri Narendra 
Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of India, today inaugurated 103 
redeveloped railway stations 
across the country under the 
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 
(ABSS) through video confer-
encing. Among these were 
Sankarpur Railway Station in 
Jharkhand and Panagarh Rail-
way Station in West Bengal—
both under the jurisdiction of 
the Asansol Division of Eastern 
Railway—where local inaugural 
programmes were held to cele-
brate the occasion.

At Sankarpur Station, the 
programme was graced by 
Dr. Nishikant Dubey, Hon’ble 
Member of Parliament, Godda 
Lok Sabha Constituency, Prof. 
(Dr.) Saurabh Varshney, Exec-
utive Director cum CEO, AIIMS 
Deoghar, Shri Chetna Nand 
Singh, Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Asansol Division/Eastern 
Railway, other senior railway 
officials, and dignitaries. A 
large number of local residents 
also participated with great en-
thusiasm. A patriotic-themed 
cultural programme was organ-
ised, along with competitions 
in painting, essay writing, el-
ocution, and recitation among 
school students. Winners were 
awarded by the distinguished 
guests.

Sankarpur Station, situat-
ed on the Howrah–Patna Main 
Line and classified as an NSG-6 
station, has been redeveloped 
with key upgrades including 
a new station building with 
second entry, modern ticket 
counters, spacious waiting ar-
eas, Divyangjan-friendly toilets, 
extended and widened plat-
forms with additional platform 
sheds, enhanced circulating 
area, green landscaping, archi-
tectural entrance porch, and 

improved accessibility through 
ramps and guiding tactiles.

Similarly, an inaugural event 
was also held at Panagarh Sta-
tion, located in West Bengal 
near the Asansol–Durgapur 
industrial belt and serving the 
Indian Army’s Mountain Strike 
Corps. The event was attend-
ed by Colonel Rajkumar Mal-
lick, Shri Pravin Kumar Prem, 
Additional Divisional Railway 
Manager, Asansol Division, 
senior railway officials, and a 
large number of local people. 
A patriotic-themed cultural 
programme and various stu-
dent competitions in painting, 
elocution, essay writing, and 
recitation were held, with win-
ners receiving prizes from dig-
nitaries.

Panagarh Station has been 
redeveloped into a world-class 
facility with a new station 
building on the second entry 
side, spacious waiting halls, 
high-level platforms, improved 
shelters (2312 sq.m), 2 foot 
overbridges, seating for 538 
passengers, and upgraded san-
itation facilities. Accessibility 
has been boosted with 2 lifts 
and ramps, while cleanliness 
is maintained with 43 drinking 
water units, 3 water coolers, 
and dustbins. Safety has been 
enhanced with 38 CCTV cam-
eras under the VSS project. 
The station now boasts a park-
ing-cum-circulatory area of 
8950 sq.m, glow signage, mod-
ern public announcement sys-
tems, and electronic informa-
tion displays including MLDBs, 
PF TIBs, AGDBs, and CGDBs.

These developments un-
der the Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme reflect Indian Rail-
ways’ steadfast commitment to 
creating inclusive, accessible, 
and future-ready transpor-
tation hubs that cater to the 
diverse needs of passengers 
across the country.

Prime Minister virtually inaugurates 103 
Amrit Stations including Govindpur  Road 

Station of South Eastern Railway

Chandrayaan-4 will be a complex & ambitious lunar mission: ISRO chief

Regulation of trains for construction of 
limited height subway  over Malda division

PM inaugurates redeveloped railway stations 
of Sankarpur and Panagarh stations

ro-developed lander.
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DIABETES MEDICINE

MAY LOWER RISK FOR

COLORECTAL CANCER

Washington DC: A revolutionary study by Case Western Reserve
University researchers reveals that a class of medications used to treat
type 2 diabetes may also lower the risk of colorectal cancer (CRC).

The findings, published in the journal JAMA Oncology,support the
need for clinical trials to determine whether these medications could
prevent one of the deadliest types of cancers. Eventually, the medica-
tions may also show promise in warding off other types of cancer asso-
ciated with obesity and diabetes.

"Our results clearly demonstrate that GLP-1 RAs are significantly
more effective than popular anti-diabetic drugs, such as Metformin or
insulin, at preventing the development of CRC," said Nathan Berger, the
Hanna-Payne Professor of Experimental Medicine at the Case Western
Reserve School of Medicine and the study's co-lead researcher.

Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists, or GLP-1 RAs, are med-
ications to treat type 2 diabetes. Usually given by injection, they can
lower blood-sugar levels, improve insulin sensitivity and help manage
weight. They've also been shown to reduce the rates of major cardio-
vascular ailments.

Importantly the protective effect of GLP-1 RAs are noted in patients
with or without overweight/obesity.

"To our knowledge," said co-lead researcher Rong Xu, a professor
at the School of Medicine, "this is the first indication this popular
weight-loss and anti-diabetic class of drugs reduces incidence of CRC,
relative to other anti-diabetic agents."

Berger and Xu are members of the Case Comprehensive Cancer
Center.

National health problem
Being overweight or obese or having diabetes are risk factors for

increasing incidence of CRC and for making its prognosis worse.
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) defines being overweight and

obese as an increase in size and amount of fat cells in the body above
certain levels. These conditions are common nationally and are caused
by several factors -- among them diet, lack of sleep or physical activity,
genetics and family history. Healthcare providers use body mass index
to measure body fat based on height and weight. Nearly 75% of adults
ages 20 or older in the United States are either overweight or obese,
and nearly 20% of children and teens ages 2 to 19 have obesity, accord-
ing to the NIH. Obesity is a chronic health condition that raises the risk
for heart disease -- the leading cause of death in the United States --
and is linked to many other health problems, including type 2 diabetes
and cancer.

The American Cancer Society estimates CRC is the third-leading
type of cancer in both sexes, with 153,000 new cases per year. It is also
the second-leading cause of cancer mortality with 52,550 deaths per
year.

The study
Since GLP-1 RAs have been shown to be effective anti-diabetic and

weight-loss agents, the researchers hypothesized they might reduce
incidence of CRC.

Using a national database of more than 100 million electronic
health records, the researchers conducted a population-based study of
more than 1.2 million patients. These individuals had been treated with
anti-diabetic agents from 2005-19; the CWRU team examined the
effects of GLP-1 RAs on their incidence of CRC, as compared to those
prescribed other anti-diabetic drugs.

Population-based research means matching as many people as pos-
sible with the same characteristics -- sex, race, age, socio-economic
determinants of health and other medical conditions -- to accurately
compare the drug's effects.

Among 22,572 patients with diabetes treated with insulin, there
were 167 cases of CRC. Another 22,572 matched patients treated with
GLP-1 RAs saw 94 cases of CRC. Those treated with GLP-1 RAs had a
44% reduction in incidence of CRC.

In a similar comparison of 18,518 patients with diabetes treated
with Metformin, compared to 18,518 patients with diabetes treated
with GLP-1 RAs, had a 25% reduction in CRC.

"The research is critically important for reducing incidence of CRC
in patients with diabetes,with or without overweight and obesity,"
Berger said. 

Tokyo Metropolitan University
researchers have studied how an
infant's brain reacts to touch
based on the amount of oxygenat-
ed haemoglobin in their blood.
They discovered that while the
amount of variation in levels over
time changes with infant age, the
moment at which they peak
remains constant.

They made this discovery
using spectroscopic techniques
and external sensors applied to
the scalps of sleeping babies.
Findings such as these provide
insight into the development of
neonatal physiology. The first
phase of a newborn's life is a daz-
zling array of rapid developmen-
tal changes. Neuroscience is giv-
ing us unprecedented insight into
these processes, powered by
state-of-the-art measurement
techniques. Two key tools on this
journey are functional magnetic
resonance imaging (fMRI) and
near-infrared spectroscopy
(NIRS) of the brain. With NIRS, an
array of external sensors placed
on an infant's head lets scientists

track how the flow of different
compounds in the brain changes
over time. There is a particular
focus on haemoglobin, the key
oxygen-carrying component of
our blood. As the brain responds
to input from the outside world
like light, heat, and touch, oxygen
rushes to the brain; NIRS lets us
pick out levels of haemoglobin,
even telling apart whether it is
carrying oxygen or has already
delivered its cargo. Now, a team
led by Assistant Professor Yutaka
Fuchino from Tokyo Metropolitan
University have applied NIRS to
study how infant brains respond
to touch. Looking at a range of
infants aged zero to one, the team
placed sensors on infants' scalps
as they slept, and tracked how
oxygenated haemoglobin levels
changed over time as their limbs
were given a very gentle shake.
Interestingly, infants at different
ages over their first year showed
a very similar response time, with
a small peak in haemoglobin
appearing a few minutes after the
stimulus began.

researchers explore
how baby brain

responds to touch

MRI tech detects alterations in brain
RESEARCHERS FROM Linkoping
University in Sweden analysed the brains
of 16 people who had previously been
hospitalised for Covid-19 and still had
symptoms. They discovered changes in
brain tissue structure between patients
who experienced persistent symptoms
after taking Covid-19 and healthy people.
Their findings, which were published in
the journal Brain Communications, may
shed light on the underlying causes of
neurological disorders that persist follow-
ing Covid-19.

Several previous studies of persisting
problems after Covid have involved MRI
brain scanning. Although researchers
have found differences compared with
healthy brains, these differences are not
specific to Covid-19.

"It can be frustrating for me as a doc-
tor when I understand that the patients
have problems, but I can't find an expla-
nation because there's nothing in the MRI
scan to explain it. To me, this underlines
the importance of trying other examina-
tion technologies to understand what's
happening in the brain in patients with
persisting symptoms after Covid-19," says
Ida Blystad, neuroradiologist in the
Department of Radiology at Linkoping
University Hospital and researcher affili-
ated with the Department of Health,
Medicine and Caring Sciences at
Linkoping University and the Centre for
Medical Image Science and Visualization
(CMIV).

In their current study, the researchers
have therefore added a new type of MR
imaging called advanced diffusion MRI.
They were particularly interested in the
brain's white matter. This consists mainly
of nerve axons and is very important for
transporting signals between the different
parts of the brain and the rest of the body.

"Diffusion MRI is a very sensitive tech-
nology that allows changes in how the
nerve axons are organised to be detected.
This is one of the reasons why we wanted
to use diffusion MRI to study the effects of
Covid-19 on the brain that other imaging
technologies might not pick up," says
Deneb Boito, doctoral student at the

Department of Biomedical Engineering at
Linkoping University.

To get an idea of what diffusion MRI is,
we can imagine a big city at night. Car
headlights and rear lights shine like red
and white strings of pearls on the most
trafficked roads. We cannot see the road
itself, but we understand that it is there,
as the cars can easily move about right
there. Similarly, doctors and researchers
can get an insight into how the brain is
constructed on a microscopic level
through diffusion MRI. This technology
builds on the fact that there is water

everywhere in the brain moving in the tis-
sue according to the law of least resist-
ance. Water molecules move more easily
along the neural pathways. By measuring
the movement of water molecules through
the neural pathways, researchers can
indirectly infer the structure of neural
pathways, just as we can indirectly under-
stand that there is a motorway where
there are many cars driving.

Healthcare usages of diffusion MRI
include diagnosing stroke and planning
brain surgery. In their current study, the
researchers used a more advanced ver-

sion of diffusion MRI. They examined 16
men who had been hospitalised for severe
COVID-19 and who are participating in
the Linkoping Covid-19 Study (LinCos) at
the Department of Rehabilitation
Medicine in Linkoping. They still had per-
sisting symptoms after seven months.
This group was compared with a group of
healthy individuals without post-Covid
symptoms who had not been hospitalised
for Covid. The participants' brains were
examined with both conventional MRI and
diffusion MRI.

"The two groups differ when it comes
to brain white matter structure. This can
be one of the causes of the neurological
problems experienced by the group that
had suffered from severe Covid-19. It's a
result that's in line with other studies that
have shown changes to the brain's white
matter. However, having examined only a
small group of patients, we are cautious
about drawing any major conclusions.
With this technology, we're not measuring
the function of the brain, but its
microstructure. To me, these findings are
a sign that we must investigate long-term
effects of Covid-19 in the brain using
more advanced MRI technology than con-
ventional MRI," says Ida Blystad.

There are several issues that the
researchers want to study further. It
appears, for instance, that white matter in
different parts of the brain is affected in
different ways, although it is too early to
draw any conclusions as to what these dif-
ferences mean. An upcoming study will
investigate whether changes detected
with diffusion MRI are in any way con-
nected to brain activity, and how different
parts of the brain communicate with each
other through the brain white matter in
patients suffering from post-COVID
fatigue.

Another question is what happens over
time. The MRI scan provides an image of
the brain at that particular moment. As
the participants were examined on one
occasion only, it is not possible to know
whether the differences between the two
groups will disappear over time or
whether they are permanent. 

Gurugram : In a rare reported
case, Doctors at Fortis Memorial
Research Institute, Gurugram
have successfully removed as
many as 8,125 gallstones from the
abdomen of a 70-year-old man,
bringing an end to years of chron-
ic pain and discomfort. The elder-
ly patient had been suffering from
persistent abdominal pain, inter-
mittent fever, loss of appetite, and
weakness alongwith a feeling of
heaviness in the chest and back
for several years.  The complex
case was managed by a team of
doctors led by Dr Amit Javed,
Senior Director, Gastrointestinal
Oncology, Fortis Memorial
Research Institute, Gurugram and
Dr Narola Yanger, Principal
Consultant - GI, GI Oncology,
Minimal Access & Bariatric
Surgery, Fortis Memorial
Research Institute, Gurugram
who successfully performed a
laparoscopic cholecystectomy
(gallbladder removal) in an hour-
long surgery and removed the
gallstones from his abdomen in

and relieved him from years of
pain and suffering.

The patient was initially reluc-
tant to seek treatment. However,
the patient's condition deteriorat-
ed due to increased and uncon-
trollable pain, and he was rushed
to Fortis Gurugram in a critical
state. Upon admission, an imme-
diate ultrasound of the abdomen
was conducted which revealed
densely packed gallbladder.
Looking at the condition, the team
of doctors immediately performed
a minimally invasive laparoscopic
surgery to remove the massive
numbers of gallstones. The sur-

gery was completed in an hour,
and the patient was discharged in
a stable condition within 2 days. 

However, the tedious task
began post-surgery, when the
support team began counting the
number of gall stones removed.
They sat for hours post the surgery
to count the number of stones, the
staggering numbers reported to be
8,125.

Giving details of the case, Dr
Amit Javed, Director,
Gastrointestinal Oncology, Fortis
Memorial Research Institute,
Gurugram said, "This case is
indeed rare, though not unprece-

dented. The gall stones can signifi-
cantly multiply over time if left
untreated. In this patient's case,
years of delay led to the accumula-
tion of stones. Had the surgery
been delayed any further, the con-
dition could have resulted in seri-
ous complications, including gall-
bladder infection, abdominal pain.
In more advanced stages, this
could have progressed to pus for-
mation within the gallbladder,
thickening and fibrosis of the gall-
bladder wall and even an
increased risk of gallbladder can-
cer. Post the surgery, the patient is
stable and has no discomfort. What
sets this case apart is the excep-
tionally high number of stones
removed. Most gallstones are com-
posed of cholesterol and are often
linked to obesity and high-choles-
terol diets. Yash Rawat, Vice-
President & Facility Director, Fortis
Memorial Research Institute
Gurugram said, "This case was
particularly challenging due to the
massive number of gallstones
present. Nonetheless, our team of
doctors, led by Dr. Amit Javed,
handled it with exceptional skill.
Clinical expertise and best-in-class
care to manage such cases are the
hallmarks of Fortis Hospital
Gurugram, and we continuously
endeavor to provide highest level
of care to save lives and get
improved outcomes."

AHMEDABAD : Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter India Pvt.
Ltd. (HMSI), Honda's motorcycle
production and sales subsidiary in
India will build a fourth produc-
tion line at its fourth plant
(Vithalapur, Ahmedabad district,
Gujarat). Planned to begin opera-
tion in 2027, the new line will
have an annual production capac-
ity of 650,000 units, bringing the
total capacity of the fourth plant
to 2.61 million units, making it
Honda's largest assembly plant
for Honda motorcycles in the
world. Tsutsumu Otani, President
& CEO, HMSI "Honda has long
been investing and expanding its
production capacity in India, the
world's largest motorcycle mar-
ket, to bring joy to its customers.
25 years on, with much support,
HMSI has reached the milestone

of 70 million units of cumulative
production. With the additional
investment in our fourth plant,
Honda will continue to deliver
attractive products and services

to its customers around the world
who have higher expectations and
trust in the company, and further
solidify its Indian motorcycle busi-
ness.

60 Minutes for Surgery, 6 Hours to Count
8,125 Gall Bladder

Stones Successfully
Operated and Removed
from 70-Year-Old Male

at Fortis Gurugram

Axis Bank, one of the largest pri-
vate sector banks in India and
super.money, a leading credit-first
UPI platform from the Flipkart
Group, today unveiled their co-
branded credit card - the Axis
Bank super.money RuPay credit
card. The credit card is available
on RuPay, a global card payment
network from India, enabling cus-
tomers with the best rewards and
convenience. The new RuPay
credit card, available both digital-
ly and physically, supports seam-
less transactions via UPI,

Card POS terminals, online
platforms and ATMs.

The card provides 3% cash-
back on 'Scan & Pay' transactions
via super.money app for credit
card transactions and 1% cash-
back across all other spending
categories, making it one of the
best RuPay credit cards in India.
This offering underscores
super.money's commitment to
seamless and accessible modes of
payments through its cardless,
QR-based credit transaction solu-
tions, without any annual fees,
making it lifetime free for its cus-
tomers. 

The partnership brings togeth-
er Axis Bank's expertise as one of
the leading card issuers in India
and super.money's strong multi-
channel presence across digital
payments and product innovation
- creating a unified experience for
users. 

Key benefits: ~ Cardholders
can earn cashback up to Rs 500
per statement cycle.

~ The card offers a 1% fuel
surcharge waiver for fuel transac-
tions between Rs 400 and Rs
4,000, with a maximum waiver of
Rs 400 per statement cycle.
Standard exclusions apply.

~ To get access to this credit

card, customers have to download
the super.money app and follow
the instructions on the home page

Arnika Dixit, President & Head
- Cards, Payments and Wealth
Management, Axis Bank, said, "At
Axis Bank, we have a full suite of
credit cards and we are constant-
ly innovating with our value
propositions.  We continue to
build partnerships to tap newer
customer segments and their
evolving needs. Today, we are
delighted to partner with
super.money to introduce the Axis
Bank super.money RuPay credit
card enabling UPI payments via
credit cards, while providing sig-
nificant customer value and accel-
erating innovation. This new
product is one more that aligns
with our vision to make payment
solutions accessible, value-driven,
seamless and ubiquitous."

Prakash Sikaria, Founder &
CEO of super.money, said, "The
launch of this credit card sets a
new benchmark as one of the
most rewarding credit solutions in
India today. The card offers
unparalleled benefits, including
FLAT 3% cashback, making it a
game-changer for users seeking
maximum value from any trans-
action. This card is designed to
make secure, rewarding, and

seamless transactions accessible
to all. We are proud to collaborate
with Axis Bank to equip individu-
als with innovative tools that sim-
plify financial management and
promote responsible credit
behavior. This partnership rein-
forces our commitment to
advancing financial inclusion and
shaping a more equitable and
accessible credit ecosystem for
all."

RBI data reveals at end-
February 2025, the number of
credit cards has more than dou-
bled to around 10.93 crore as
compared to December 2019,
when there were 5.53 crore cards
in circulation. This data highlights
the exponential growth of the
credit card usage in the last cou-
ple of years. 

Ms. Sohini Rajola, Executive
Director - Growth, NPCI, said,
"We are happy to launch this
RuPay credit card in collaboration
with Axis Bank and super.money.
This UPI-enabled credit card is
designed to offer users a seamless
and efficient payment experience,
making everyday transactions
easier. With RuPay's secure and
widely accepted network, it
ensures both reliability and con-
venience, while offering meaning-
ful rewards".

Axis Bank & super.money Launch 
RuPay - Powered Cashback Credit Card

Honda Expands Production Capacity by Adding New
Production Line at Fourth Motorcycle Plant in India
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Waqf not essential part of Islam: 
Centre to Supreme Court

You Cannot Jail Someone for Their Ideology”: SC Grants 
Bail to Popular Front Leader in RSS Worker Murder Case

Israeli PM Netanyahu reaffirms to fully control 
Gaza; dismisses speculation of rift with Trump

PM Narendra Modi inaugurates,lays foundation stone & dedicates development projects worth Rs 26,000 crore in Bikaner

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:  On May 21, the Centre 
defended the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025 in the Su-
preme Court, asserting that 
waqf, though an Islamic 
concept, is not an essential 
part of Islam. Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing before Chief Justice B R 
Gavai and Justice Augustine 
George Masih, argued that 
waqf is essentially charity — 
a concept shared across reli-
gions — and not a core tenet 
of the Islamic faith.

Challenging the validity 
of the 2025 law, petitioners 
contended it infringed on re-
ligious freedoms. However, 
Mehta countered that the 
amendment dealt with secu-
lar aspects of waqf and did 
not violate Articles 25 and 
26 of the Constitution. He 
said only practices essential 
to religion are constitution-
ally protected, and waqf did 
not meet that threshold.

Addressing concerns about 
the abolition of “waqf by 

user” — where long-stand-
ing religious use grants waqf 
status without formal doc-
umentation — Mehta said 
this was a statutory right, 
not a fundamental one, and 
Parliament had the authori-
ty to amend it. He dismissed 
allegations of mass property 
takeovers, explaining that of-
ficers could only change rev-
enue entries, not ownership, 
and final decisions would lie 
with Waqf Tribunals under 
due process.

He said eviction or trans-
fer of possession would not 
occur without tribunal adju-
dication and appeals. Until 
then, the waqf would retain 
possession of the property. 
The Centre argued that the 
law aimed to prevent misuse 
and illegal claims on public 
lands and that it followed 
extensive consultation. The 
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee held 96 sittings and 
received 97 lakh represen-
tations, incorporating feed-
back from Waqf Boards and 

state governments.
The Solicitor General 

cited historical misuse of 
“waqf by user” since 1923, 
where government lands 
were wrongly claimed as 
waqf without documenta-
tion. He emphasized that the 
new law does not allow pro-
spective waqf by user and 
ensures proper land record 
management.

On concerns about 
non-Muslim appointments 
to the Central Waqf Coun-
cil and state boards, Mehta 
said the inclusion was lim-
ited — up to four non-Mus-
lims in the 22-member cen-
tral council and up to three 
in state boards — to repre-
sent other stakeholders who 
may be affected or involved.

He concluded that the law 
does not allow wholesale 
capture of waqf proper-
ties and is constitutionally 
sound, as it targets secular 
issues, not religious free-
doms. The hearing will re-
sume on Thursday. 

MI News Service, Gaza:  Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has re-
affirmed his government’s 
intention to fully reoccupy 
besieged Gaza, dismissed 
any agreement to end the 
war, and brushed aside any 
speculations of a rift with US 
President Donald Trump.

“There are certainly 20 
hostages still alive in Gaza 
and up to 38 others believed 
to have been killed,” he said 
on Wednesday during a 
press conference at his of-
fice in West Jerusalem.

The Palestinian group 
Hamas has repeatedly ex-
pressed its readiness to re-
lease Israeli captives in a 
single exchange in return 
for an end to the war, an Is-
raeli withdrawal from Gaza, 
and the release of Palestin-
ian prisoners.

Netanyahu has rejected 
those terms, instead de-
manding the disarmament 
of Palestinian resistance fac-
tions and insisting on the full 

reoccupation of Gaza.
He also laid out his condi-

tions for ending the war: the 
return of all Israeli hostages, 
the removal of the Hamas 
leadership from Gaza, and 
the complete disarmament 
of the group.

Netanyahu claimed 
that once these goals are 
achieved, Israel would move 
to implement the so-called 
Trump Plan — widely inter-
preted as a framework for 
the relocation of Palestin-
ians from Gaza.

Netanyahu also dismissed 
speculation of a falling out 
with the US administration 
following a visit to the Gulf 
by Trump that left out Israel.

Trump’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates hauled 
in a series of big-ticket 
business deals, but fuelled 
widespread media commen-
tary pointing out that Israel, 
Washington’s closest ally in 
the region, had not been in-
cluded.

The visit followed Trump’s 
decision to end a US bomb-
ing campaign against the 
Houthis in Yemen.

Netanyahu, who had 
previously made no public 
comment on the issue, told 
reporters at a news confer-
ence that he told him: “‘Bibi, 
I want you to know, I have 
a complete commitment to 
you and I have a complete 
commitment to the state of 
Israel.’”

Amid growing interna-
tional pressure on Israel, 
Trump has urged a quick 
end to the war in Gaza and 
spoken of the suffering of 
civilians in the besieged 
enclave, where an 11-week 
Israeli aid blockade has cre-
ated a deep humanitarian 
crisis.

In a separate conversation 
a few days ago, Netanyahu 
said US Vice President J.D. 
Vance had told him: “‘Don’t 
pay attention to all these 
fake news stories about this 
rupture between us’”.

MI News Service,  
Kerala:  The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday granted bail 
to Abdul Sathar, former Sec-
retary General of the Kera-
la unit of the now-banned 
Popular Front of India (PFI), 
in a case linked to the 2022 
conspiracy surrounding 
the murder of RSS worker 
Sreenivasan in Palakkad. 
The Court emphasized that 
individuals cannot be incar-
cerated merely for holding a 
particular ideology.

A bench comprising Jus-
tice Abhay S. Oka and Jus-
tice Ujjal Bhuyan passed the 
order while hearing Sathar’s 
special leave petition chal-
lenging the Kerala High 
Court’s denial of bail.

“You cannot put someone 
in jail for their ideology. This 
is the trend we find. It is 
because they have adopted 
a particular ideology, they 
are put in jail,” the bench 
remarked, addressing the 
counsel representing the 
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA).

The NIA contended that 
while Sathar was not named 
in the main FIR relating to 
Sreenivasan’s murder, he al-

legedly played a key role as 
PFI’s General Secretary by 
recruiting cadres and con-
ducting arms training. The 
agency also cited 71 prior 
cases registered against 
him.

However, Senior Advocate 
Aditya Sondhi, representing 
Sathar, countered that all 71 
cases were related to hartal 
(strike) incidents, and that 
his client had been made an 
accused ex officio due to his 
leadership position in PFI. 
He added that Sathar had 
already secured bail in all 
those cases.

In response to a query 
from Justice Oka regarding 
the nature of those cases, 
the NIA said that Sathar 
faced seven cases under 
Section 353 (assault or 
criminal force to deter pub-
lic servant) and three under 
Section 153 (provocation 
with intent to cause riot) of 
the Indian Penal Code.

The agency further ar-
gued that Sathar had consis-
tently participated in such 
activities and was driven 
by a broader agenda titled 
“India 2047,” which, they 
claimed, incited serious 

criminal conduct. Custody, 
the NIA maintained, was 
necessary to prevent further 
offences.

Criticizing the prosecu-
tion’s stance, Justice Oka 
observed, “That’s the prob-
lem with the approach. The 
approach is we will keep the 
person behind bars…”

Justice Bhuyan echoed 
this concern, stressing the 
importance of due process: 
“So subject him to trial, 
punish him. The process 
can’t become the punish-
ment.”

In its order, the Court not-
ed that Sathar had no direct 
role in Sreenivasan’s assas-
sination and that most of 
the charges against him re-

lated to protest activities in 
September 2022. It further 
remarked that prolonged 
pre-trial detention could not 
substitute for conviction.

The bench also granted 
bail to co-accused Yahiya 
Koya Thangal and Abdul 
Raoof C.A., applying similar 
reasoning and noting that 
the trial was unlikely to con-
clude anytime soon.

This case is among a se-
ries of petitions filed by mul-
tiple accused. On May 19, 
2025, the Supreme Court 
granted bail to three oth-
ers—Saddam Hussain Mk, 
Ashraf, and Noushad M—
highlighting that the delay 
in trial, partly due to a stay 
imposed by the Court itself, 

could not be held against 
the accused. The Court also 
found no direct involvement 
of these individuals in the 
murder.

RSS worker Sreenivasan 
was killed on April 16, 2022, 
allegedly by PFI members in 
retaliation for the murder 
of SDPI state secretary KS 
Shan, who was killed a day 
earlier—on December 18, 
2021—allegedly by BJP-RSS 
activists.

In a related development, 
the Kerala High Court, on 
June 25, 2024, granted bail 
to 17 of the 26 accused PFI 
members facing trial for al-
legedly instigating commu-
nal violence in Kerala and 
other parts of the country.

Interestingly Abdul Sattar 
was arrested in Karunagap-
pally over his post on the 
Facebook page of the outfit’s 
Kerala unit that read: “As 
law abiding citizens of the 
country, the organization ac-
cepts the decision of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA)”

Later his  properties of 
the  in Kerala’s Kollam, in-
cluding his house were at-
tached by the state govern-
ment.

MI News Service,  
Uttarakhand:  The Uttara-
khand Madarsa Board has 
decided to introduce ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’ in its cur-
riculum across the state, a 
move that will see students 
learning about the recent 
military operation.

The announcement was 
made by Mufti Shamoon 
Qasmi, President of the 
Uttarakhand Madrasa 
Education Council, who 
stated that the step is 
aimed at instilling a sense 
of patriotism among stu-
dents. Uttarakhand has 
451 madrasas, with a stu-
dent population of nearly 
50,000.

This decision came after 
Qasmi met Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh in Delhi 
on Tuesday, accompanied 
by a delegation of educa-

tionists, intellectuals, and 
Sufi scholars.

During the meeting, he 
congratulated the Defence 
Minister on the success of 
Operation Sindoor under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Singh, and hailed the 
Indian armed forces for 
giving a heavy blow to ter-
rorist camps in Pakistan.

He further praised the 
Indian Army’s bravery and 
highlighted Uttarakhand’s 
legacy of valour, describ-
ing it as the “land of he-
roes”.

Qasmi added that the 
courage demonstrated 
by the armed forces has 
earned admiration from 
people across the coun-
try and that madrasa stu-
dents, too, should learn 
about this national pride.

“We implemented the 
NCERT curriculum in ma-
drasas across the country, 
connecting children with 
mainstream education. 
This reform has brought 
high-quality education to 
these institutions… We 
want to share the suc-
cessful story of the ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’ with our 
children so that future 
generations understand 
how our soldiers executed 
it with strength, bravery, 
and courage, ensuring no 
civilian casualties,” he told 
IANS.

He noted that a meeting 
of the curriculum commit-
tee will be convened short-
ly to finalise the inclusion 
of a chapter on Operation 
Sindoor in the syllabus.

Uttarakhand Waqf 
Board President Shadab 

Shams lauded the initia-
tive, telling IANS, “This is 
Devbhoomi Uttarakhand, 
a land also known as Sain-
ya Dham (land of soldiers). 
If children studying in 
modern madrasas here do 
not learn about Operation 
Sindoor, then where else 
will they learn it?”

“Uttarakhand is a state 
where nearly every house-
hold has contributed a sol-
dier to the armed forces. 
The governor is a retired 
Lieutenant General, the 
chief minister is a soldier’s 
son, and the people here 
are deeply patriotic. If 
children from such a state 
are not taught about Op-
eration Sindoor, then who 
will be?” he said.

Shams emphasised that 
teaching students about 
the military’s heroic bat-

tles and the sacrifices 
made by soldiers is vital 
in nurturing faith and love 
for the nation.

“I request Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami, 
who himself comes from a 
military family, to imple-
ment all these things in the 
NCERT syllabus as soon as 
possible, implement Oper-
ation Sindoor, so that the 
children of modern ma-
drasas can also read these 
lines, read their stories, 
read about their valour 
and feel themselves in 
this,” he mentioned.

Shams concluded by 
saying, “I believe that 
youth and children should 
also get an opportunity 
to read these lines, read 
about their stories, read 
about their valour and feel 
themselves in this.”

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:    The Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated, laid 
the foundation stone and dedicat-
ed to thenation multiple develop-
ment projects worth Rs 26,000 
crore in Bikaner, Rajasthan today. 
Addressingthe occasion, he wel-
comed the large gathering at the 
event, acknowledging the signifi-
cantparticipation of people from 
18 states and union territories 
who joined online. He highlighted 
thepresence of several governors, 
chief ministers, lieutenant gover-
nors, and other public representa-
tives.The Prime Minister extended 
his greetings to all esteemed dig-
nitaries and citizens connected 
fromacross the country.

Shri Modi stated that he ar-
rived at the event after seeking 
the blessings of Karni Mata, em-
phasizingthat these blessings 
further strengthen the nation's 
resolve to build a developed India. 
Mentioning theinauguration and 
foundation stone laying of devel-
opment projects worth ₹26,000 
crore, heunderscored their signif-
icance in advancing the country's 
growth. He extended his congrat-
ulations tothe citizens for these 
transformative initiatives.

Highlighting the ongoing 
transformation of India's infra-
structure, emphasizing the na-
tion'scommitment to moderniza-
tion, the Prime Minister pointed 
to the rapid advancements in 
roads,airports, railways, and 
railway stations over the past 
11 years. “India is now invest-
ing six times morein infrastruc-
ture development compared to 
previous years, a progress that 
has captured globalattention”, 
remarked the Prime Minister, 
pointing out iconic infrastructure 
projects across the country,citing 
the remarkable Chenab Bridge 
in the north, the Sela Tunnel in 
Arunachal Pradesh, and theBo-
gibeel Bridge in Assam in the east. 
In western India, he noted the 
Atal Setu in Mumbai, while inthe 
south, he highlighted the Pamban 
Bridge, India's first of its kind.

Emphasising India's continu-
ous efforts to modernize its rail-
way network, Shri Modi under-
lined theintroduction of Vande 
Bharat, Amrit Bharat, and Namo 
Bharat trains as symbols of the 
country's newspeed and prog-
ress. He remarked that nearly 70 
routes now operate Vande Bharat 
trains, bringingmodern rail con-
nectivity to remote regions. He 
further pointed out the significant 
infrastructureadvancements over 
the past 11 years, including the 
construction of hundreds of road 
overbridges andunderbridges, as 
well as the laying of over 34,000 
kilometers of new railway tracks. 

He noted thatunmanned level 
crossings on broad gauge lines 
have been eliminated, enhancing 
safety. Shri Modialso highlighted 
the swift development of dedicat-
ed freight corridors to streamline 
cargotransportation and the on-
going construction of India’s first 
bullet train project. Alongside 
theseefforts, the modernization of 
more than 1,300 railway stations 
is being carried out to improve-
passenger experience.

Prime Minister stressed that 
the modernized railway stations 
have been named Amrit Bharat 
Stationsand that over 100 such 
stations have been completed. 
He noted that social media us-
ers havewitnessed the striking 
transformation of these stations, 
which serve as showcases of lo-
cal art andhistory. He pointed out 
significant examples, including 
Rajasthan’s Mandalgarh station, 
reflecting thegrandeur of Rajput 
traditions, and Bihar’s Thawe 
station, depicting the sacred 
presence of MaaThawewali along 
with Madhubani artwork. The Or-
chha railway station in Madhya 
Pradesh exudesthe divine essence 
of Lord Ram, while the design of 
Srirangam station draws inspira-
tion from the Ranganatha Swamy 
temple. Gujarat’s Dakor station 
pays homage to Ranchhodrai ji, 
Tiruvannamalaistation follows 
Dravidian architectural princi-
ples, and Begumpet station em-
bodies the architecturallegacy of 
the Kakatiya dynasty. The Prime 
Minister underscored that these 
Amrit Bharat Stations notonly 
preserve India’s thousands-of-
years-old heritage but also serve 
as catalysts for tourism growthac-
ross states, creating new employ-
ment opportunities for youth. He 
urged the people to ensure the-
cleanliness and safety of the sta-
tions as they were the true owners 
of these infrastructure.

Underlining that government 
investments in infrastructure not 
only drive development but also 
createemployment opportunities 
and boost business activities, Shri 
Modi emphasized that the thou-
sands ofcrores being spent are 
directly benefiting workers, shop-
keepers, factory employees, and 
thoseinvolved in transport sectors 
such as truck and tempo oper-
ators. He noted that once infra-
structureprojects are completed, 
the benefits multiply. Farmers can 
transport their produce to mar-
kets at lowercosts, reducing wast-
age. Well-developed roads and ex-
panded railway networks attract 
new industriesand significantly 
boost tourism. He underscored 
that infrastructure spending ulti-
mately benefits everyhousehold, 
with young people gaining the 

most from emerging economic op-
portunities.

Shri Modi highlighted the 
substantial benefits Rajasthan 
is gaining from ongoing infra-
structuredevelopment. He noted 
that high-quality roads are be-
ing constructed across villages 
and even inborder areas. Over 
the past 11 years, approximately 
₹70,000 crore has been invested 
in Rajasthan’sroad infrastructure 
alone. He stated that the central 
government is set to spend nearly 
₹10,000 croreon railway develop-
ment in the state this year, mark-
ing a 15-fold increase compared 
to pre-2014levels. He remarked 
on the flagging-off of a new train 
connecting Bikaner to Mumbai, 
furtherenhancing connectivity. 
Additionally, he emphasized the 
launch and foundation stone lay-
ing ofvarious health, water, and 
electricity projects in multiple 
regions. These initiatives aim to 
acceleratethe progress of both ur-
ban and rural areas of Rajasthan, 
ensuring that young people find 
promisingopportunities within 
their own cities and towns.

Underlining the accelerated in-
dustrial development in Rajasthan 
under the Union and Stategovern-
ments, the Prime Minister noted 
that Chief Minister Shri Bhajanlal 
Sharma’s administrationhas in-
troduced new industrial policies 
across various sectors, which will 
benefit regions like Bikaner.He 
emphasized that Bikaneri Bhu-
jia and Bikaneri Rasgullas will 
expand their global recognition,-
further strengthening the state’s 
food processing industry. The 
Prime Minister remarked thatRa-
jasthan’s refinery project is in its 
final stages, positioning the state 
as a key hub for petroleum-based 
industries. He also underscored 
the significance of the six-lane 
economic corridor fromAmritsar 
to Jamnagar, passing through 
Shri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh, 
Bikaner, Jodhpur, Barmer,and Ja-
lore. Additionally, he highlighted 
the near-completion of the Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway inRajas-
than, stating that these connectiv-
ity projects will elevate the state’s 
industrial growth to newheights.

Shri Modi highlighted the rap-
id progress of the PM Surya Ghar 
Muft Bijli Yojana in Rajasthan,not-
ing that over 40,000 people in the 
state have already benefited from 
this initiative, which haseliminat-
ed their electricity bills and pro-
vided them an opportunity to gen-
erate income through solarpower. 
He remarked on the inauguration 
and foundation stone laying of 
several power-relatedprojects, 
emphasizing that these develop-
ments will further enhance Rajas-
than’s electricity supply. Heunder-

scored that the increasing power 
generation in the state is playing 
a crucial role in acceleratingin-
dustrial growth. Underlining the 
historical significance of Rajas-
than’s land, Shri Modi recalled 
the visionary efforts ofMaharaja 
Ganga Singh in transforming des-
ert terrain into fertile landscapes. 
He highlighted thecritical impor-
tance of water for the region and 
its role in advancing the devel-
opment of areas such asBikaner, 
Shri Ganganagar, Hanumangarh, 
and western Rajasthan. He stat-
ed that the government isactively 
working on completing irrigation 
projects while simultaneously 
implementing river-linkinginitia-
tives. He underscored the impact 
of the Parvati-Kalisindh-Chambal 
Link Project, which willbenefit 
multiple districts across Rajas-
than, ensuring better agricultural 
prospects for farmers andenhanc-
ing the region’s sustainability.

Emphasising the unwaver-
ing spirit of Rajasthan, stating 
that nothing is greater than the 
country andits people, the Prime 
Minister condemned the terrorist 
attack on April 22, where assail-
ants targetedinnocent lives based 
on their faith. He remarked that 
while the bullets were fired in Pa-
halgam, theywounded the hearts 
of 140 crore Indians, uniting the 
nation in resolve against terror-
ism. Hehighlighted the decisive 
response by India's armed forces, 
stating that they were given full 
operationalfreedom. He noted 
that in a meticulously executed 
operation, the three forces collab-
orated todismantle Pakistan’s de-
fenses, forcing them into submis-
sion. He revealed that in response 
to the April22 attack, India struck 
back within 22 minutes, destroy-
ing nine major terrorist hideouts. 
“This actiondemonstrated the na-
tion's strength, proving that when 
the sacred sindoor turns into fire-
power, theoutcome is definitive”, 
exclaimed the Prime Minister. He 
also pointed out a significant coin-
cidence—five years ago, after the 
Balakot air strike, his first public 
rally was in Rajasthan. Similar-
ly, followingthe recent Operation 
Sindoor, his first rally is again in 
Rajasthan, in Bikaner, reaffirming 
the land’sdeep-rooted valor and 
patriotism.

Shri Modi recalled his state-
ment in Churu, reaffirming his 
commitment to the nation: "Swear 
by thissoil, I will not let the coun-
try fall, I will not let the country 
bow." He declared from Rajasthan 
thatthose who attempted to erase 
the sacred sindoor have been 
reduced to dust, and those who 
spilledIndia’s blood have now paid 
the price in full. The Prime Minis-
ter stated that those who assumed 

Indiawould remain silent are now 
in hiding, while those who boast-
ed about their weapons now lie 
buriedbeneath rubble. Empha-
sizing that Operation Sindoor was 
not an act of revenge, but a new 
form ofjustice, he remarked that 
it was not just an expression of 
outrage but a display of India's 
unwaveringstrength and determi-
nation. He asserted that the na-
tion has adopted a bold approach, 
striking theenemy directly and 
decisively. “Crushing terrorism is 
not just a strategy but a principle, 
this is India,this is the new India”, 
stressed Shri Modi.

Outlining the three key princi-
ples established through Opera-
tion Sindoor in India’s fight again-
stterrorism, the Prime Minister 
stated the first principle - any 
terrorist attack on India would be 
metwith a decisive response, with 
the timing, method, and terms de-
termined solely by India’s armed-
forces. Second, he asserted that 
India would not be intimidated by 
nuclear threats. Third, heempha-
sized that India would no longer 
differentiate between terrorist 
masterminds and thegovernments 
that support them, rejecting Paki-
stan’s distinction between state 
and non-state actors.Highlight-
ing ongoing global efforts to ex-
pose Pakistan’s role in fostering 
terrorism, seven distinctgroups, 
comprising leaders from various 
political parties and foreign poli-
cy experts, are activelyworking to 
present Pakistan’s true face to the 
world, he added.

Shri Modi asserted that Paki-
stan can never win a direct con-
frontation with India, recalling 
itsrepeated failures in past con-
flicts. He emphasized that, unable 
to succeed in open battles, Paki-
stan haslong used terrorism as a 
weapon against India, resorting 
to violence and creating an atmo-
sphere offear. He declared that 
Pakistan had underestimated In-
dia’s resolve, stating that under 
his leadership, the nation stands 
strong and unwavering. “Any ter-
rorist attack on India would result 
in severeconsequences, with Paki-
stan paying a heavy price—borne 
by its military and its economy”, 
statedShri Modi.

Prime Minister stated that 
upon arriving in Bikaner, he 
landed at Nal Airport, which Pa-
kistan hadattempted to target 
but failed to inflict any damage. 
He highlighted that across the 
border, Pakistan’sRahim Yar 
Khan Airbase has been forced to 
shut down for several days due 
to India’s precise militarystrikes, 
which severely impacted its oper-
ations. The Prime Minister firmly 
declared that there wouldbe nei-
ther trade nor talks with Pakistan. 

He asserted that any discussions 
would solely revolve aroundPa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir. He 
warned that if Pakistan con-
tinued exporting terrorists, it 
would faceeconomic ruin. He 
reiterated that India would 
not allow Pakistan access to 
its rightful share of waterand 
that playing with Indian blood 
would come at a steep cost. 
“This resolve is India's commit-

ment,one that no force in the 
world can shake”, he stressed.

“Both security and prosper-
ity are essential for building a 
developed India”, emphasised 
Shri Modi,asserting that this vi-
sion can only be realized when 
every corner of the country is 
strengthened. Hestated that the 
event serves as an exemplary 
demonstration of India’s bal-
anced and acceleratedgrowth. 

Concluding his address, he 
extended his congratulations 
from the land of valor to all 
present.

The Governor of Rajas-
than, Shri Haribhau Kisanrao 
Bagade, Chief Minister of Ra-
jasthan, ShriBhajanlal Sharma, 
Union Ministers Shri Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw, Shri Arjun Ram 
Meghwal were presentamong 
other dignitaries at the event.

Uttarakhand madrasas to include Operation Sindoor in syllabus
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Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports revises Scheme of
Assistance to NSFs, 13 Sports to adopt league culture
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Thirteen
sports in India will soon have
league culture, basketball, bad-
minton, archery, boxing,
wrestling, white water sports and
polo are the main games under
which the league will start,
accoridng a release from Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MYAS).

These reforms aim to build a
robust, accountable, and perform-
ance-driven sports ecosystem,
ensuring alignment with India's
long-term goal of becoming a
global sporting powerhouse and
eventual host of the 2036 Olympic
Games. Games that are under
operation in leagues include
Hockey, Kabaddi, Shooting, and
Yogasana. Games in which
progress is going on for a league
culture include Cycling and Rugby.

Under planning leagues
include Basketball, Badminton,
Archery, Boxing, Wrestling, White
Water Sports and Polo.

The Ministry of Youth Affairs &
Sports had revised the Scheme of
Assistance to NSFs; the last revi-

sion was in February 2022. The
revision follows the commence-
ment of a new Olympic Cycle post-
Paris Olympics 2024, reflecting
India's aspirations to host the
2036 Olympic Games and
addressing emerging challenges.

Revision considers increased
costs due to inflation in training,
infrastructure development,
equipment procurement, and ath-
lete welfare. Financial assistance
for conducting National
Championships increased to 90
lakhs for high priority sports, 75
lakhs for priority sports (Up from
the previous limit of Rs51 lakh).
Financial assistance for hosting
International Tournaments in
India doubled to Rs2 crore.

Pro Kabaddi League and
Hockey India League are one of
the major sports leagues of the
country. Hockey India League was
founded in 2013 as a part of
Hockey India's attempt to develop
an International Hockey
Federation-sanctioned league.

The Pro Kabaddi League (PKL)
is an Indian professional Kabaddi

league for men. It was founded in
2014, It is the most popular
kabaddi league in the world.

Salary Hikes for Coaches:
Chief National Coach: from 5

lakh to 7.5 lakh per month, other
Coaches: from 2 lakh to 3 lakh per
month. Diet Charges increased
significantly, senior athletes: from
690 to 1000 per day per athlete,
for junior athletes: from 480 to
850 per day per athlete.

Focus on Grassroots and
Athlete Development:

NSFs must earmark at least
20% of their annual budget for
grassroots development, chan-
nelled through affiliate units for
junior/youth development. NSFs of
High Priority and Priority sports
disciplines shall identify a proba-
ble group of athletes in two cate-
gories of Senior Group and Junior
Group with high performance
potential.

These athletes will be trained
at accredited academies, selected
by NSFs through a fair and trans-
parent process. The training pro-
gramme delivered at these

accredited academies for a partic-
ular sport will be monitored by the
High Performance Director (HPD)
of the respective sport.

Each Probable Group athlete is
to receive Rs10,000 per month as
dietary allowance during non-
camp days, so that they are not
deprived of a proper diet.

At least 10% of Scheme funds
will be allocated for:

Coach and technical staff
development, conduct of training
courses in India, courses for
Indian personnel abroad, develop-
ment of coaching curriculum, con-
duct of Conferences, seminars,
workshops, Inviting
Foreign/Indian experts for con-
duct of workshops/courses, con-
duct of national and international
certification courses, all NSFs to
have a Coaching Education Expert
dedicated to the training of train-
ers, foreign Experts shall also
mandatorily train and build
capacity of local officials and
coaches during non-training peri-
ods as part of Key Results Areas
(KRAs).

India U-19 squad: IPL's young stars Ayush Mhatre,
Vaibhav Suryavanshi in spotlight for England tour
I PL 2025's young sensations

Ayush Mhatre and Vaibhav
Suryavanshi made big gains when
the India U-19 team for next
month's tour of England was
announced today. While Mhatre
was made the skipper of the
Indian team, Suryavanshi was
included in the squad. Mumbai's
wicketkeeper-batter Abhigyan
Kundu has been named the vice-
captain.

The tour will begin on June 24,
and India U-19 and England U-19
will play a 50-over warm-up
match, followed by a five-match
Youth One-Day series and two
Multi-Day matches.

Both the teenagers have have
an impactful season for their IPL
franchises this season. While
Mhatre has been one of the few
positives in the Chennai Super
Kings' otherwise dismal campaign

this season, Suryavanshi has ben-
efited from a breakthrough season
with Rajasthan Royals.

Mhatre, 17, has provided the
much-needed impetus at the top
of the batting order for the M.S.
Dhoni-led CSK, with 206 runs in

six matches at a strike rate of
187.27.

Suryavanshi, on the other
hand, had a promising start to his
IPL career, becoming the youngest
to smash an IPL hundred and his
35-ball century last month against

Gujarat Titans. It was also the sec-
ond fastest in IPL history. He has
252 runs to his name in seven
matches, at a strike rate of 206.55
- the highest this season so far.

Suryavanshi made a hundred
against the Australia U-19 in the
first Youth Test at Chennai last
year. The 14-year-old from Bihar's
Samastipur has played five first-
class matches and six List A
games for his state but is yet to
score a hundred there.

Mhatre, in his debut Ranji sea-
son, scored 471 runs in eight
matches with two centuries and
one fifty. He has played nine first-
class matches and seven List A
games, scoring 962 runs. The 17-
year-old made the squad after
CSK skipper and opener Ruturaj
Gaikwad was ruled out with an
elbow injury midway this season.

Kerala leg-spinner Mohammed

Enaan, who took 16 wickets from
two Youth Tests against Australia
U-19 in December last year, too,
was included in the squad. Punjab
off-spinner Anmoljeet Singh, who
was the second highest-wicket
taker in the series with nine
scalps, too, made the squad.

India U-19 squad for England
tour

Ayush Mhatre (Captain),
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Vihaan
Malhotra, Maulyarajsinh Chavda,
Rahul Kumar, Abhigyan Kundu
(Vice-Captain & WK), Harvansh
Singh (WK), R.S. Ambrish,
Kanishk Chouhan, Khilan Patel,
Henil Patel, Yudhajit Guha,
Pranav Raghavendra, Mohammed
Enaan, Aditya Rana, Anmoljeet
Singh. Standby Players: Naman
Pushpak, D Deepesh, Vedant
Trivedi, Vikalp Tiwari, Alankrith
Rapole.

REMAINDER OF PSL
2025 TO BE PLAYED
WITHOUT DRS
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Following its suspension
earlier this month due to border disputes
between Pakistan and India, the remaining
games of the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 2025
will continue to be played without the Decision
Review System (DRS), according to ESPNcricinfo.

The Hawk-Eye team that provides the tech-
nology did not return to Pakistan after the league
resumed. The first five games since the restart of
the tournament have been without incident or
dispute. The PSL or the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) is yet to make any public comment about
its absence.

Following the growing tensions between
India and Pakistan, the PSL faced significant
logistical difficulties due to the fluidity of sched-
uling. To minimise travel and movement of cam-
era gear, a match in Multan was moved to
Lahore, and the production team were required
to extend their presence for a further week.

The series between Pakistan and Bangladesh
was originally placed to begin from 25 May, the
day the final of the PSL will now be held. The
Pakistan vs Bangladesh series has been delayed
by three days, while the number of games has
been slashed from five to three.

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) on
Wednesday announced a revised schedule for
the upcoming three-match T20I home series
between Pakistan and Bangladesh. The
Bangladesh team is scheduled to arrive in
Lahore on May 25, three days before the opener.

The tourists' training sessions are planned
for May 26 and 27 to ensure optimal preparation
for the series.

For the three T20Is, former skipper Babar
Azam, veteran keeper-batter Mohammad
Rizwan and pace spearhead Shaheen Afridi are
notable absentees in the 16-player group that
will take on Bangladesh in three matches in
Lahore.

Karachi Kings (KK) and Lahore Qalandars
(LQ) take each other on in the PSL Eliminator at
the Gaddafi Stadium on Thursday. On
Wednesday, Quetta Gladiators booked their
place in the final for the first time since 2019
when they beat defending champions Islamabad
United by 30 runs.

United will now take on the winner of
Thursday's game for a berth in the final along-
side the Gladiators on Friday. 

Suryakumar Yadav
levels elusive T20 feat,
DC becomes first to
enter unwanted list
MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) : Mumbai Indians' (MI) dynamic batter
Suryakumar Yadav levelled the all-time joint-highest streak for suc-
cessive 25-plus scores in T20s following his masterclass against
Delhi Capitals (DC) in the 18th season of the Indian Premier League
(IPL).

Suyrakumar lit the Wankhede with his swashbuckling 73* to turn
the tide in favour of the hosts as Mumbai drubbed Delhi with a com-
manding 59-run triumph to blaze their way to the final spot in the
playoffs at the expense of the Capitals.

The 34-year-old's match-defining effort was his 13th 25-plus
consecutive score in the T20s, taking him level with South Africa
Test captain Temba Bavuma's tally for the elusive milestone and
powered Mumbai to a daunting 180/5.

While the 34-year-old relished success, Delhi, on the other hand,
became the first team to fail to punch its ticket for the playoffs after
scoring four victories on the trot at the beginning of an IPL season.
Mumbai pulled the plug on DC's winning streak, and on Wednesday,
they showed them the exit gate with a clinical performance across
all facets of the game.

During DC's pursuit of the 181-run target, Mitchell Santner and
Jasprit Bumrah ran rampant with their sizzling three-wicket hauls.
Despite their feeble attempts to stay alive in the playoffs, Delhi never
threatened to challenge the in-form five-time champions.

Mumbai bowled out Delhi on 121, highlighting the tenacity with
which their bowlers approach the game. It was the fifth time that
Mumbai bowled out a team in IPL 2025, while the rest have bundled
out their opponents a combined seven times.

With seven matches remaining in the group stage, this is the ear-
liest the four playoff spots have been decided in the cash-rich
league's history. The earliest the four spots were settled was back in
2011, when they were confirmed by the end of the 67th match in a
season that featured 70 league games.

Mumbai joined Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Gujarat Titans and
Punjab Kings in the race for the coveted title. The next group-stage
clashes will determine which spot these four sides will occupy in the
standings before the playoffs.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
Boxing Federation of India
(BFI) has announced a 19-
member squad for the 4th
Thailand Open International
Boxing Tournament 2025,
scheduled in Bangkok from
May 24 to June 1.

The squad, comprising 10
men and nine women, has
been selected from the ongo-
ing elite national camp at the
Netaji Subhas National
Institute of Sports, Patiala,
which is underway as the sea-
son builds toward key tourna-
ments.

The BFI followed its selec-
tion criterion, providing oppor-
tunities to silver medallists
from the 2025 Elite Men's and
Women's National
Championships. Held under
the aegis of Asian Boxing, the
Thailand Open will see top

national teams from across
the continent compete, includ-
ing powerhouses like China,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Japan, Korea, and host nation
Thailand.

India's men's squad fea-
tures Naothoi Singh
Kongkham (47-50kg), Pawan
Bartwal (50-55kg), Nikhil (55-
60kg), Amit Kumar (60-65kg),
Hemant Yadav (65-70kg),
Deepak (70-75kg), Dhruv
Singh (75-80kg), Jugnoo (80-
85kg), Naman Tanwar (85-
90kg), and Anshul Gill (90kg-
plus).

The women's team
includes Yasika Rai (45-48kg),
Tamanna (48-51kg), Abha
Singh (51-54kg), Priya (54-
57kg), Sanju (57-60kg), Saneh
(65-70kg), Anjali (70-75kg),
Lalfakmawii Ralte (75-80kg),
and Kiran (80kg+). No boxer

has been named in the
women's 60-65kg category for
this edition.

Speaking on the occasion,
BFI President-Chairman,
Interim Committee, Ajay Singh

said, as quoted from a press
release by the body, "With the
team set to leave for the
Thailand Open, we're entering
a very exciting phase for
Indian boxing. This marks the

beginning of a packed interna-
tional calendar, with the World
Cup stage tournament in
Kazakhstan, the World
Championship in Liverpool,
the World Cup Finals in New
Delhi, and several key tourna-
ments, including the Asian
Championship, lined up
towards the end of the year."

"We have prioritised per-
formance and transparency in
our selection process--every
boxer has earned their place
through hard work and consis-
tency. The national camp is
already underway, and with
the level of talent and struc-
ture now in place, I believe we
are well-positioned to make a
strong global impact in the
months ahead," he added.

The Patiala camp initially
brought together 60 male and
60 female boxers, shortlisted

from standout performers at
the 2025 Nationals and gold
and silver medallists from the
2024 REC Combined National
Talent Hunt in Rohtak and the
Chief of Army Staff Cup in
Pune. Following a round of
internal assessments, the pool
was pruned to 40 in each cat-
egory. 

This refined core group will
continue training through
June, with additional athletes
from an upcoming Elite
Women's Competition joining
in July.

The Thailand Open marks
an important international
outing in India's boxing calen-
dar, providing a platform for
elite boxers to test themselves
against Asia's best, with
momentum building toward
the World Boxing Cup later
this year. 

BENGALURU (KARNATAKA)
: Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) have roped
in New Zealand wicketkeep-
er-batter Tim Seifert as a
short-term replacement for
England's Jacob Bethell, who
is set to return home for
national duties. Seifert will be
available for selection from
May 24 as per a media advi-
sory from the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

Currently part of the
Karachi Kings in the Pakistan
Super League (PSL), Seifert's
arrival in India hinges on how
far his team advances in the
tournament. The Kings are
scheduled to face Lahore
Qalandars in the Eliminator
on Thursday night, with the
PSL final lined up for May 25.
If Karachi reach the final,
Seifert will only be able to join
RCB on May 26 in Lucknow,
just a day before their final
league game against
Lucknow Super Giants,
according to ESPNcricinfo.

Seifert has made a decent
impact at the top of the order
for Karachi, scoring 226 runs
in nine innings at a strike rate
of 145.80, with a top score of
47. Though he's no stranger

to the IPL, his previous stints
with Delhi Capitals (DC)
(2022) and Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) (2021) were
limited to just a handful of
games.

His inclusion fills the void
left by Bethell, who impressed
in his brief time with RCB.
The young England batter
replaced an unwell Phil Salt
earlier in the season and
made headlines with a 33-
ball 55 against Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) on May 3. That
innings remains RCB's last
completed fixture, as their
home clash against Kolkata
Knight Riders was washed
out due to rain.

Bethell's return to
England is scheduled after
Friday's match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH),
which has been shifted to
Lucknow due to poor weather
conditions in Bengaluru.

RCB's overseas roster has
also been hit by uncertainty
over Australia pacer Josh

Hazlewood, who is currently
recovering from a shoulder
issue at Cricket Australia's
High-Performance Centre in
Brisbane. The team is still in
discussions with CA regard-
ing his availability, but there's
no confirmation yet.

In another blow, South
Africa fast bowler Lungi Ngidi
will also be unavailable for
the playoffs, as he gears up
for the World Test
Championship final. He was
recently replaced in the
squad by Zimbabwe's
Blessing Muzarabani.

RCB have been in strong
form this season, winning
eight of their 11 matches so
far. They face Sunrisers
Hyderabad in Lucknow on
Friday before concluding
their league campaign
against Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG). A top-two finish
remains within reach, and
the team will hope the new
additions can provide timely
reinforcements.

Tim Seifert joins RCB as temporary
replacement for Jacob Bethell

BFI names 19-boxer squad for Thailand Open;
Elite National Camp gets underway in Patiala


