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Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a Union cabinet meeting, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

MI News Service, New Delhi : In an
operation named ‘Sindoor’, a sym-
bolic reference to the red vermilion
traditionally worn by Hindu women
to signify marriage,. Indian armed
forces conducted preempt strikes on
nine selected  major terrorist infra-
structure inside Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) in the
early hours of Wednesday and de-
stroyed them beyond repair.

Informing this India's Ministry of
Defence said on Wednesday, even as
Pakistan said that it would respond
shortly after 'Operation Sindoor', the
Indian Army said in a post on X “Jus-
tice is served. Jai Hind!” 

After the operation Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh also wrote on X,
‘Bharat Mata ki jai’. 

Meanwhile, an official PIB re-
lease here on Wednesday morning
said that nine sites were targeted in
the military strikes in Pakistan. 

Pakistan's external affairs min-
istry also  in a statement said the In-
dian Air Force jets, while remaining
within Indian airspace, attacked tar-

gets across the international border
in Muridke and Bahawalpur, and
across the Line of Control in Kotli
and Muzaffarabad in Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir using standoff
weapons.

Claiming that the strikes resulted
in considerable casualties on the
Pakistani said, the statement added,

"Pakistan reserves the right to re-
spond appropriately at a time and
place of its choosing." Just minutes
before dropping confirmation of the
strikes, the Indian Army had posted
a video on X, captioned “Ready
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Ten members of  JeM chief Masood Azhar’s family
and 4 associates killed in India's missile attack 

MI News Service, New
Delhi / Lahore : In a major
military success, at least
10  family members and
four close associates of no-
torious Pakistan based
terrorist organisation
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Maulana Masood Azhar
were killed in India's mis-
sile attack on the outfit's
headquarters in Ba-
hawalpur last night..

Acknowledging this
massive loss on Wednes-
day in India's missile at-
tack on the outfit's

headquarters in Ba-
hawalpur during Opera-
tion Sindoor last night
Azhar said in a statement
that  those killed in the at-
tack on Jamia Masjid Sub-
han Allah in Bahawalpur
included the JeM chief's
elder sister and her hus-
band, a nephew and his
wife, another niece, and
five children from his ex-
tended family. The state-
ment further mentioned
that the attack also
claimed the lives of one of
Azhar’s close associates

and his mother, along with
two other close compan-
ions.

Masood Azhar has said
at least  10 of his family
members and four close
associates were killed in
the strike by the Indian
armed forces. The Opera-
tion Sindoor involved tar-
geted attacks on nine
terror-linked sites across
Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK), in-
cluding a key compound in
Bahawalpur. In his  state-
ment, Masood Azharr has

also targeted Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, saying,
“Is zulm ne saaray zabtay
tor diye hain. Ab koi
reham ki umeed na
rakhe,” which translates
to: “This cruelty has bro-
ken all boundaries.  Now,
no one should expect
mercy.” Indian missile at-
tack also destroyed other
terror headquarters of the
banned Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, Lashkar-e-Taiba,
and Hizbul Muja
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Mamata Banerjee posts 'Jai Hind'
Jai India’After Operation Sindoor

PM Modi called off Europe tour after Operation Sindoor

MI News Service, Kolkata : In less than
10 hours after India struck on terror
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day, in a social media post, stated ‘Jai
Hind! Jai India!’ . This brief post has
however, widely interpreted as her un-
equivocal  support for the nation’s armed
forces in carrying out the early Wednesday strike on ter-
ror bases inside Pakistan and on the other side of the
LOC. It was consistent with Mamata Banerjee’s earlier
statement that the Trinamool Congress would support

the Centre in all its actions against the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attacks on In-
dian soil.

In retaliation to that horrific terror
attack claiming as many as 26 innocent
livres of tourists, Indian armed forces
carried out missile strikes early Wednes-
day on nine terror targets inside Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,

including the Jaish-e-Mohammad stronghold of Ba-
hawalpur and Lashkar-e-Taiba’s base Muridke. The mis-
sile strikes were carried out under ‘Operation Sindoor’
two weeks after the Pahalgam massacre.

MI News Service,New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has called off
his scheduled three-nation Europe tour
in the wake of heightened tensions with
Pakistan  specially after  the Armed
forces successful missile stikes in  ter-
rorists hideouts  late last night. . Ac-
cording to  informed sources  on
Wednesday. PM Modi was scheduled to
travel to Croatia, Norway and the
Netherlands starting May 13 and  par-
ticipate in the 3rd India-Nordic Summit
in Oslo on May 15-16.He was sehed-
uled to return to New Delhi on May 17.
However, the visits have now been can-
celled and the concerned governments
have been  informed about  the Prime
minister’s decision following the  con-
duct of ‘Operation Sindoor’ by Indian

Armed forces  to  destroy a number of
terror camps inside Pakistan. Prime
Minister Modi also decided not to travel
to Moscow to attend the Victory Day
celebrations of Russia scheduled for
May 9.  Last month, PM Modi had cut
short his Saudi Arabia visit and re-
turned home immediately after the Pa-
halgam terror attack. The strkes
follwed the heinous April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that resulted in the death
of 26 innocent civilians. The decision to
suspend Europe visit comes amid in-
creased volatility along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) after India carried out
precision missile strikes on nine high-
value terror targets across Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).
The government described the opera-

tion as a calibrated military action
aimed solely at dismantling terror in-
frastructure without escalating broader
hostilities. ‘Operation Sindoor’,
launched at 1:44 am on Wednesday,
was a joint effort involving the Indian
Army, Navy, and Air Force. The strikes
were closely monitored through the
night by Prime Minister Modi, who re-
mained in constant contact with senior
military commanders and National Se-
curity Advisor (NSA) Ajit  oval. The gov-
ernment reiterated that “our actions
have been focused, measured and non-
escalatory in nature. No Pakistani mil-
itary facilities have been targeted. India
has demonstrated considerable re-
straint in the selection of targets and
method of execution.”

Modi hails 
“Operation 
Sindoor” as 
National Pride at
cabinet meeting

We are ready to
'wrap up' tensions if
India de-escalates,
says Pakistani  
Defence Minister

MI News Service, New
Delhi:  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has hailed
the massive success of
‘Operation Sindoor’ of the
Indian Armed forces in
the wee hours of Wednes-
day and said it was a
"proud moment for all of
us." Presiding over an
emergency Cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday morn-
ing after the missile
strikes, the Prime minis-
ter briefed his cabinet col-
leagues  about  India's
retaliatory action on ter-
rorist infrastructure
within Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir,
The Prime Minister's re-
marked  that our 
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MI News Service , New
Delhi : Succumbing under
Indian pressure following
the success of last night’s
‘Operation  Sindoor’ of the
Indian Air Force, Pakistan
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif said on Wednesday
that “ Pakistan is ready to
wrap up tensions with
India, if New Delhi de-es-
calates the situation”.
His remarks came hours
after India carried out a
surprise military strike on
a number of terror targets
inside Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied 
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Indian armed forces hit 
terror targets in Pakistan
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Nurul Islam Khan
Under the initiative of the 
West Bengal Police Wel-
fare Committee, the an-
nual "General Meeting" of 
the West Bengal branch 
of the Police Directorate 
was held. On Tuesday, at 
the Alipore Police Lines 
ground, Shri Shantanu 
Sinha Biswas, Coordinator 
West Bengal Police Wel-
fare Committee, Shri Biji-
tash Raut Mahasoy, Con-

vener West Bengal Police 
Welfare Committee, Shri 
Ruhul Amin Ali Shah, 
Convener, Kolkata Police 
Welfare Committee, oth-
er leaders of the Central 
Committee of West Ben-
gal Police Welfare Com-
mittee, various officers of 
the West Bengal branch 
of the Police Director-
ate, officers of various 
district/unit branches 
and members of the Po-
lice Directorate branch 
were present. In their 
speeches at the annual 
general meeting, Shri 
Shantanu Sinha Biswas 
and Shri Bijitash Raut 
highlighted the following 
issues and urged every-
one to be more united. 
They strongly protested 

against the wrong posting 
policy and demanded that 
the wrong posting policy 
be changed and a posting 
policy favorable to mem-
bers of the police force be 
introduced. For the bet-
terment of all the police 
personnel of West Bengal, 
all the officers and mem-
bers working in the Police 
Directorate should work 
with more compassion. 
And demanded that vari-
ous policies be determined 
with compassion. In addi-
tion to filling all the vacant 
posts quickly, the Coor-
dinator assured that ap-
propriate action would be 
taken against the cursed 
posting policy of 2024. 
Several issues were also 
discussed.

MI News Service, Siliguri:   An 
Indian Army chopper made 
an emergency landing due 
to a sudden mechanical 
fault in an abandoned area 
in Thakurnagar under 
Dabgram II Gram Pancha-
yat near Siliguri. 

According to reports, 
the chopper had taken off 
earlier in the day from the 
Salugara Army Camp for a 
routine aerial surveillance 
operation. While returning, 
it experienced a mechan-
ical fault that forced the 
pilot to carry out an emer-
gency landing in an open 
field. Fortunately, there 
were no injuries, fatalities, 
or property damage. Soon 
after the landing, person-
nel from the NJP police 
station arrived to secure 
the area and manage the 
crowd that had quickly 
gathered around the site. 

Army sources later con-
firmed that the chopper is 
typically used for surveil-
lance missions. Officers 
and jawans from both the 
Bagdogra Air Force Camp 
and Salugara Army Camp 
rushed to the location to 
assess and begin repairs 
on the chopper. Shankar 
Tiwari, the Air Force Wing 
Commander and the Chief 
Public Relations Officer of 
the Eastern Command said: 
“The chopper had to make 
an emergency landing due 
to a mechanical fault. How-
ever, it belongs to the Indi-
an Army and there is no 
reason for concern.” 

MI News Service, Murshidabad: 
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday 
announced a new subdivision 
comprising the Suti, Farakka 
and Samserganj blocks of Mur-
shidabad.

She also kept senior party 
leaders from the area away from 
a meeting with victims of the re-
cent riot that claimed three lives 
and disrupted the livelihoods of 
hundreds.

A source said both actions by 
the chief minister during her 
maiden visit to Murshidabad 
since the April riots sent a clear 
message: she was unhappy with 
the handling of the situation by 
both her administration and 
party.

“Announcing a new subdivi-
sion for the violence-hit area 
confirmed she was unhappy 
with the failure of the police in 
managing the riot. Keeping lo-
cal leaders, including the MLA 
and MP, away from the meeting 

with victims clearly showed her 
dissatisfaction with their perfor-
mance,” said a senior TMC lead-
er in Kolkata.

Mamata, during an admin-
istrative meeting in Suti, said 
a new subdivision would be 
formed comprising Farakka, 
Dhulian (Samserganj) and Suti.

“To strengthen the adminis-
tration here, we have decided 
to establish a new subdivisional 
office comprising Farakka, Dhu-
lian and Suti. I expect this will 
be completed within one to one-
and-a-half months. The new 
office will be set up at a central 
location for easy access from 
all three regions. You no longer 
have to travel long distances,” 
Mamata said.

A source said if the new sub-
division office is set up in a cen-
tral location, it will most likely 
be Dhulian.

A senior police officer stated 
the announcement indirectly ac-

knowledged police failure. The 
police have been accused of fail-
ing to provide security to victims 
due to poor planning. Before 
Mamata’s visit, the chief of the 

Jangipur police district, Ananda 
Roy, was transferred.

"Creating a new subdivision 
means there will be an SDO (sub-
divisional officer) and an SDPO 

(subdivisional police officer) of-
fice in the area. Having an SDPO 
office will ensure the presence of 
dedicated police lines and ade-
quate security forces," said the 
police officer.

A source said that during Ma-
mata’s meeting with victims, 
Kalpana Mondal, a woman from 
riot-hit Betbona village, request-
ed a permanent BSF camp. Ma-
mata did not respond.

There were accusations that 
her party leaders failed to pre-
vent the riot despite the area 
being home to four TMC lawmak-
ers — Jangipur MP Khalilur Ra-
haman, Samserganj MLA Amirul 
Islam, Farakka MLA Manirul Is-
lam and Sagardighi MLA Bayron 
Biswas.

MP Rahaman and MLA Amirul 
Islam were not allowed to take 
part in her meeting with victims 
at the Samserganj BDO office on 
Tuesday. She also did not inter-
act with local leaders at the he-

lipad.
"The two lawmakers were 

present at the BDO office but 
were not allowed to enter. A 
senior police officer told them 
not to enter the meeting prem-
ises until ‘madam’ gave instruc-
tions," said a source.

Samserganj MLA Amirul Islam 
confirmed that he and local MP 
Rahaman were denied entry to 
the meeting. "The victims might 
not have spoken openly with the 
chief minister if we were present. 
I believe that is why we were not 
allowed inside. There is nothing 
wrong with that," said the MLA.

Mamata also did not interact 
with local party leaders, includ-
ing lawmakers who were pres-
ent at the helipad to receive her. 
"It showed how annoyed she was 
with those leaders. She formed a 
new 10-member core committee 
to monitor development works 
in the district, too," said a TMC 
leader in Murshidabad.

MI News Service,  
Aushgram: Tanjila Khatun, 
a resident of Ausgram block 
in Purba Bardhaman dis-
trict, has achieved a remark-
able feat by winning the 
third prize in the "Bird's Eye 
View Challenge" category at 
the prestigious World Audio 
Visual and Entertainment 
Summit (WAVES) 2025. The 
summit, which drew partici-
pants from 60 countries, was 
inaugurated by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

Tanjila, who joined the 
Ausgram Bijayani Farm-
ers Producer Company in 
2023, showcased her skills 
as a drone pilot by captur-
ing the success story of the 
STREE project, an initiative 
aimed at empowering wom-
en farmers. She received a 
drone with a 100% subsi-
dy under the Namo Drone 
Didi project from Paradeep 
Phosphate Limited with the 
help of the Department of 
Agriculture and the STREE 
project. Notably, Dr. Debta-
nu Maity, ADA of Ausgram 
1 block, sent Tanjila to Uttar 
Pradesh for training, which 
paved the way for her suc-

cess.
The award was presented 

to Tanjila by Bollywood actor 
Anupam Kher on behalf of 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting. Tanjila's 
achievement is a testament 
to her hard work and the 
support she received from 
the Department of Agricul-
ture and the STREE project.

"I am proud to have 
showcased the success sto-
ry of the STREE project 
nationwide," said Tanjila. 

"I would like to thank ADA 
Ausgram-1 from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the 
STREE project. This award 
will motivate me to contin-
ue working as a drone pilot 
and provide an alternative 
source of income."

Dr. Debtanu Maity ex-
pressed pride in Tanjila's 
achievement, saying, "We 
are proud of Tanjila's suc-
cess and her ability to show-
case her skills on a national 
platform."

MI News Service,  
Birbhum: Police have re-
covered a large quantity of 
explosives from Nalhati in 
Birbhum. The recovered ex-
plosives include 5,200 pieces 
of gelatin sticks, 4,500 piec-
es of detonators and 1,550 
kg of ammonium nitrate. 
The Nalhati police recovered 

explosives from an aban-
doned house in Pashinala 
area of Nalhati police station 
on Wednesday afternoon. 
The police conducted a raid 
in the area on a tip-off from 
a secret source that after-
noon. During the raid, the 
police searched an aban-
doned house in front of the 

primary school in Pashinala 
village and recovered the 
explosives. An allegation 
has been made against a 
person named Shahe Alam 
alias Biki for illegally stor-
ing explosives. Initially, the 
police suspected explosives 
were stored for use in stone 
crushing in the area.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: With Higher Sec-
ondary (HS) results set to 
be announced on Wednes-
day, the state’s centralised 
college admission portal is 
getting a major upgrade to 
make the admission pro-
cess more student-friendly 
and transparent. The re-
vamped system will offer 
predictive insights into a 
student’s likelihood of se-
curing admission to spe-
cific colleges and courses 
based on their marks, mak-
ing the process clearer and 
less confusing. 

Launched last year, the 
portal is now being en-
hanced with a data-driven 
predictive feature. Based 
on a “rank matrix” model, 
it will draw from last year’s 
admission data, including 
the opening and closing 
cut-offs for each college 
and course. Officials said 
the system, which is simi-
lar to the one used in Joint 
Entrance Examination 
(WBJEE) counselling, will 
help students make more 
informed choices. 

This approach is expected 
to reduce the uncertainty 
many students faced during 
last year’s admission pro-
cess. According to officials 
from the state Higher Edu-
cation Department, the sec-
ond round of counselling will 
offer even more accurate 
predictions, as real-time 
data from this year’s first 
phase of admissions will be 
integrated into the system. 
Last year, many students, 
despite having adequate 
marks, failed to secure seats 
due to poor preference se-
lections. Some applied to 
colleges or courses beyond 
their eligibility, only discov-
ering the mismatch at the 
last minute and rushing to 
offline counselling. Officials 
noted that one of the main 
reasons for such errors was 
the overwhelming number 
of options available on the 
portal. Many students sub-
mitted applications via cy-
ber cafes, where operators 
often filled in details with-
out fully understanding the 
student’s academic back-
ground or preferences. 

MI News Service,  Kolkata: On May 
4th, a renowned banquet hall in 
Salt Lake hosted a Celebrity Ramp 
Walk and Photoshoot event orga-
nized by The Celebrity Superstar. 
The highlight of the evening was 
the presence of Bollywood actor 
Krishna Kaul, known for his per-
formance in Zee TV’s popular seri-
al Kumkum Bhagya.

This celebrity ramp walk and 
photoshoot show was held through 
the special initiative and efforts of 
supermodel Siddharth Sehal. Men 
and women of all ages participated 
in the event. Nearly 150 contes-
tants took part, showcasing their 
talents in a talent round, walking 

the ramp, and modeling designer 
outfits for adults.

All participants also had the 
opportunity to take personal pho-
tos with Bollywood actor Krishna 
Kaul, which brought smiles to the 
faces of both young and old attend-
ees.

Other distinguished guests pres-
ent at the event included Bolly-
wood actor and groomer Manpreet 
Singh, Richa Duggar, Anita Ma-
hendra—head of Glamour Inter-
national Salon & Academy, Kavita 
Kapoor, Mahavir Duggar, Pankaj 
Gupta—owner of Gupta Men's Ap-
parel, among others.

Everyone present at the event 
praised Siddharth Sehal for orga-
nizing such a successful show.

MI News Service,  Tehatta:  As the 
Indian Army struck terror camps 
in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir under the code name 
‘Operation Sindoor,’ emotions ran 
high across the nation. But no-
where was the impact more pro-
found than in the home of martyr 
Subedar Jhontu Ali Sheikh.

Jhontu Sheikh, a member of the 
elite 6 Para Special Forces, was 
killed in action during a search op-
eration following a terrorist attack 
in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. 
Since morning, his wife, Shahnaaz 
Parvin, sat glued to the television, 
wiping her tears every time an ex-
plosion flashed on the screen. “At 
last, there is retaliation,” she whis-
pered, overwhelmed.

Their 12-year-old son, who had 
once carried his father's coffin to 
the grave, now bore a smile of qui-
et triumph. The news of the Indian 

Army destroying terrorist hideouts 
was not just national pride—it was 
deeply personal justice. “We are 
crying today, but these are tears of 
joy,” Shahnaaz said. “The way this 
mission has been named touches 
our hearts. Our pain has been ac-
knowledged.”

Jhontu’s elder brother, Subed-
ar Rafiqul Sheikh, also serving in 
the Indian Army, echoed the senti-
ment. “The Army was determined 
to avenge the killing of 26 innocent 
lives. My brother was part of that 

cause. Today is his day of victory.”
Rafiqul had been following ‘Op-

eration Sindoor’ since morning. “I 
salute the Indian Army,” he said. 
“And I thank the Prime Minister 
and Home Minister for honoring 
the emotions of our people. The 
Army is always ready to lay down 
their lives to destroy terrorism 
bred on Pakistani soil. My broth-
er sacrificed his life for this very 
reason. Today, justice has been 
served.”

Jhontu’s aged father, Sabur 
Sheikh, said in a choked voice, 
“Now, my son can rest in peace.”

As the flames of retaliation lit 
up the TV screens, one family in 
Patharghata found solace in know-
ing that their sacrifice had not 
been forgotten. In their pain lies 
the story of a nation that remem-
bers its heroes—and stands up for 
them.

MI News Service,  
Chakdaha:   Sayak Biswas, 
a student of Chakdaha 
Ramlal Academy in Na-
dia has brought pride to 
his school and hometown 
by securing the 9th posi-
tion in the West Bengal 
Higher Secondary Exam-
ination. 

Known for his consis-
tent academic excellence, 
Sayak attributes his suc-
cess to hard work, dis-
cipline, and unwavering 
support from his family 
and teachers.

His father, Subhash Ku-
mar Biswas, who works 
at a private company in 
Gujarat, was the first to 
inform him about the 
result over a phone call. 
Sayak lives in West Pal-
para near Loknath Bha-
van under Chakdaha po-
lice station area in Nadia, 

with his mother, Tapasi 
Biswas, a homemaker.

A student of Ramlal 
Academy since Class V, 
Sayak narrowly missed 
a rank in the Madhyamik 
(Class X) exams but made 
a remarkable comeback 
in the Higher Secondary 
exams.

This year, 17 students 
have shared the 9th posi-
tion on the merit list.

Sayak mentioned that 
apart from school, he 
also took guidance from 
four private tutors. “I 
want to become a doctor 
and serve the poor. That 
is my dream,” he shared. 
He has already appeared 
for the NEET exams. and 
is hopeful for a good re-
sult.

Somnath Majumder 
stated on behalf of school 
that the teachers were 

hopeful for a remark-
able result from him. He 
said, "The school always 
had high expectations 
from that student. He had 
also ranked first in the 
test. So, the teachers, the 
headmaster—everyone 
believed he would deliv-
er an exceptional result. 
And that's exactly what 
happened."

His dedication to stud-

ies is evident in his life-
style. His room is filled 
only with books and a 
laptop. When he feels 
mentally tired, he re-
freshes himself by play-
ing with a ball alone on 
the terrace.

To future examinees, 
Sayak advises, “Study 
with full concentration. 
Even if you study less, if 
you do it sincerely, suc-
cess will follow.”

Sayak’s achievement 
has created a wave of 
celebration in his neigh-
borhood. Locals have 
been visiting his home 
to congratulate him. His 
mother, Tapasi Biswas, 
expressed her joy, say-
ing, “He’s working hard 
to become a doctor. As 
a mother, I will always 
stand by him and support 
his dreams.”

MI News Service, Kaliganj:   
The Final Electoral Roll 
for the 80-Kaliganj As-
sembly Constituency in 
Nadia district has been 
published following the 
completion of the Special 
Summary Revision (SSR) 
of Photo Electoral Rolls 
with April 1, 2025, as the 
qualifying date.

According to official 
figures, the total number 
of registered voters in the 
constituency now stands 
at 252,670, comprising 
130,363 male, 122,303 
female, and 4 third gen-
der electors. This marks 
a net decrease of 0.87% 
from the previous roll 
published in January 
2025, said DM, Nadia, S. 
Arun Prasadh.

The revision process fo-
cused on the inclusion of 
newly eligible voters and 
the removal of names of 
deceased or permanent-
ly shifted individuals. A 
total of 3,632 new voters 

were added, while 5,840 
names were deleted — 
including 3,426 deceased 
and 2,394 shifted elec-
tors.

The health parameters 
of the electoral roll also 
showed improvements. 
The Gender Ratio slight-
ly increased to 938 fe-
males per 1000 males, 
and the percentage of 
18–19-year-old voters 
rose to 1.61%, indicat-
ing successful outreach 

among young electors. 
Notably, the EPIC (Elec-
tors Photo Identity Card) 
and photo coverage of 
the electoral roll stand at 
100%.

A robust SVEEP (Sys-
tematic Voters’ Educa-
tion and Electoral Par-
ticipation) campaign was 
launched using outdoor 
media, newspapers, and 
social media platforms 
to raise awareness and 
encourage voter partic-

ipation. The campaign 
also emphasized online 
enrollment and support 
for women, youth, and 
persons with disabilities.

Key stakeholders, in-
cluding representatives 
of recognized political 
parties, were actively 
involved in the revision 
process. Four BLO-BLA 
coordination meetings 
were held throughout 
April 2025 to ensure 
transparency and collab-
oration.

District Call Centres 
remained operational 
to address voter queries 
and complaints, and pro-
visions were outlined for 
appeal under the Repre-
sentation of the People 
Act, 1950, allowing elec-
tors to contest decisions 
related to the roll.

The final roll was of-
ficially handed over to 
political parties Monday, 
concluding the SSR pro-
cess for the constituency.
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The results of the Higher Secondary Examination conducted by the West Bengal Higher Second-
ary Education Council were announced by the President of the Council, Dr. Chiranjeev Bhattacha-
rya, at Vidyasagar Bhaban on Wednesday. He announced the 50th anniversary of the Council at a 
press conference. This time, three out of first ten places were secured by Kolkata.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at a meeting on security arrangements in 
Nabanna on Wednesday.

Bengal
Army chopper 

makes emergency 
landing near Siliguri 

State to revamp 
centralised admission portal 
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Mamata congratulates HS achievers as 
result sparks wide spread celebration

Indian armed forces hit...

Ten members of  JeM chief...

Court rejects
sacked teacher’s
plea, state gets
relief in Job case
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to Strike, Trained to
Win”.A press release
posted  at the wee hours
today by PIB shared details
about ‘Operation Sindoor’,
which comes about two
weeks after the terrorist
attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam that
killed 25 tourists and one
local pony guide. After
India's investigations
showed that the attack had
links with Pakistan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his government prom-
ised a muscular retaliation
which Pakistan and the
terrorist outfits will never
forget. .At 1:51 am on
Wednesday, Indian Army
posted on X, “Justice is
served. Jai Hind! 

The PIB release said
the  Indian Armed forces
actions have been fo-
cussed, measured and
non-escalatory in nature,
adding that "no Pakistani
military facilities have
been targeted. India has
demonstrated consider-
able restraint in selection
of targets and method of
execution."

During the strikes the
Jaish-e-Mohammad  head-
quarters in Bahawalpur
was destroyed and at least
ten members of  the family
of Jaish-e-Mohammad
Chief Masood Azahar and
his four close associates
were killed  on the spot.

Acknowledging this
massive loss on Wednes-
day in India's missile at-
tack on the outfit's
headquarters in Ba-
hawalpur during Opera-
tion Sindoor last night
Azhar said in a statement
that  those killed in the at-
tack on Jamia Masjid Sub-
han Allah in Bahawalpur
included the JeM chief's
elder sister and her hus-
band, a nephew and his
wife, another niece, and
five children from his ex-
tended family.

The statement further
mentioned that the attack
also claimed the lives of
one of Azhar’s close asso-
ciates and his mother,
along with two other close
companions.

Apart from Ba-
hawalpur headquarters of
JeM,Indian missile attack
also destroyed other terror
headquarters of the
banned Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, Lashkar-e-Taiba,
and Hizbul Mujahideen.

Among the precise tar-
gets hit were the Markaz
Subhan Allah at Ba-
hawalpur, Sarjal at Tehra
Kalan, Markaz Abbas in
Kotli, and Syedna Bilal
camp in Muzaffarabad, all
linked to the banned Jaish-
e-Mohammed.

Other targets included
the Markaz Taiba at Mur-
dike, Markaz Ahle Hadith
at Barnala, and Shwawai
Nalla camp at Muzaf-
farabad, all associated
with the banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba.

Additionally, Makaz
Raheel Shahid in Kotli and
Mehmoona Joya in Sialkot,
belonging to Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, were also hit. Of
the nine targets, four were
located in Pakistan and
five in Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir.

On April 22, a heart-
wrenching image of a
Hindu woman sitting in
shock beside her hus-
band’s body went viral on
social media, becoming a
symbol of the tragic as-
sault in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pahalgam that
claimed 26 lives. A Min-
istry of Home Affairs no-
tice stated that in the
current geo-political sce-
nario, new and complex
threats/challenges have
emerged, hence, it would
be “prudent that optimum
Civil Defence preparedness
in the country.

After the Pahalgam at-
tack on April 22, tensions
between India and Pak-
istan have been on the
rise. New Delhi announced
a series of punitive meas-
ures against Islamabad,
including the suspension of
the Indus Waters Treaty,
shutting down of the only
operational land border
crossing at Attari, can-
celling almost all cate-
gories of visa for Pakistani
citizens and downgrading
diplomatic ties between
New Delhi and Islamabad,
besides total shut down of
Indian air space for Pak-
istani aircraft.

Meanwhile, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
called on India and Pak-
istan to swiftly end hostili-
ties.

Senior Indian officials
have spoken to their coun-
terparts in a number of
countries to brief them on
the steps taken by India.
Among these are US, UK,
Saudi Arabia, UAE and
Russia. 
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hideen, with the Indian Air
Force conducting night
raids on nine hideouts in
Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied-Kashmir, officials
confirmed on Wednesday.
Among the precise targets
hit were the Markaz Sub-
han Allah at Bahawalpur,
Sarjal at Tehra Kalan,
Markaz Abbas in Kotli,
and Syedna Bilal camp in
Muzaffarabad, all linked
to the banned Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed.

Other targets included
the Markaz Taiba at Mur-
dike, Markaz Ahle Hadith
at Barnala, and Shwawai
Nalla camp at Muzaf-
farabad, all associated
with the banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba.

Additionally, Makaz
Raheel Shahid in Kotli and
Mehmoona Joya in Sialkot,
belonging to Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, were also hit. Of

the nine targets, four were
located in Pakistan and
five in Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir.

‘Operation Sindoor’ is
a symbolic reference to
the red vermilion tradi-
tionally worn by Hindu
women to signify mar-
riage. 

On April 22, a heart-
wrenching image of a
Hindu woman sitting in
shock beside her hus-
band’s body went viral on
social media, becoming a
symbol of the tragic as-
sault in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pahalgam that
claimed 26 lives. Mean-
while, in the wake of
heightened tensions be-
tween the two neighbour-
ing countries following
Indian terror strike inside
Pakistan, a nationwide
civil defence mock drills
have been ordered by the
central government to
prepare states and Union
Territories for “hostile at-
tacks” amid “emerging
threats”.  A nationwide
civil defence mock drill is
set to take place on
Wednesday across over
250 districts in India, on
directions of the Ministry
of Home Affairs.
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armed forces had executed
a "precision strike" deep
inside Pakistani territory
and specified that targets
included four locations in
Pakistan's Punjab province
and five in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir.
All cabinet members  com-
mended the Prime Minis-
ter's decisive leadership in
the aftermath of the Pahal-
gam terror attack on April
22, which resulted in the
deaths of 26
individuals.Soon after the
cabinet briefing, the Prime
Minister  met with Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan  to in-
form her about the strikes
and the possibilities of
subsequent actions.
The military operation
comes nearly two weeks
after the Pahalgam attack,
fulfilling Prime Minister
Modi's earlier pledge to
deliver an  "unthinkable
and decisive punishment"
to those implicated in the
atrocity. The implications
of this action on the future
trajectory of India-Pak-
istan relations remain a
subject of considerable
analysis. 

Modi hails...

We are ready..
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Kashmir. Asif was reported
as saying that Pakistan will
only respond if
attacked."We have been
saying all along in the last
fortnight that we’ll never ini-
tiate anything hostile to-
wards India. But if we're
attacked, we'll respond. If
India backs down, we will
definitely wrap up this ten-
sion," he said. Regarding the
possibility of talks, the min-
ister said he was not aware
of any such potential en-
gagements at the current
juncture. Indian armed
forces early Wednesday car-
ried out missile strikes on
nine terror targets in Pak-
istan and PoK in retaliation
for the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, which killed 26 people,
mostly tourists. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had told
the top defence brass that
the armed forces have
“complete operational free-
dom” to decide on the mode,
targets and timing of India’s
response to the attack. After
the attack Pakistan Army
spokesman Lt Gen Ahmad
Sharif Chaudhry in a media
interaction said at least 26
people were killed and 46
injured in the missile strikes
by India. However, even
after that Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said his armed forces
“know very well how to deal
with the enemy"."Pakistan
has every right to give a be-
fitting reply to this act of
war imposed by India, and
a strong response is indeed
being given,” he said adding
"We will never let the
enemy succeed in its nefar-
ious objectives”..
Following the Pahalgam
terror attack, India an-
nounced a  series of puni-
tive measures against
Pakistan, including the sus-
pension of the Indus Waters
Treaty, shutting down of the
only operational land bor-
der crossing at Attari and
downgrading of diplomatic
ties besides closing down its
airspace for Pakistani air
ines.. Meanwhile,  in a total
deviation from his usual
anti- Modi Government
stance   AIMIM chief and
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi on Wednesday.

Civil defence and others take part in a mock drill at Sealdah DRM office
sports ground in Kolkata on Wednesday.

Students take part in an emergency simulation drill as part of the nationwide
civil defence mock drill at a school in Kolkata on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West
Bengal Higher Secondary (HS) exam-
ination results were released on
Wednesday, sparking widespread
celebration among students across
the state. The successful candidates
expressed joy and excitement re-
garding their future academic and
career prospects, having once again
brought pride to their families,
schools, and districts. The results re-
flected a commendable perform-
ance, prompting Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to extend her
heartfelt congratulations and bless-
ings to the students. In a post shared
on her official "X" (formerly Twitter)
handle, she conveyed her best
wishes, stating, " My dear students,
who have passed the Higher Second-
ary Examination this year, I send you
all my love and best wishes! I hope
you will achieve more success in the
future- making the country and the
world brighter. Today, on this special
day of your life, I extend my congrat-
ulation and best wishes to your par-

ents, teachers, and guardians. It is
because of them that you have
achieved such good results today.
And to those who may not have
achieved the desired results, I would
say: Don’t be discouraged. Keep try-
ing . You’ll see that next time it will
better. My blessings and love to all of
you May you all be very well.” The
results reflected a commendable
performance, prompting Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee to extend her
heartfelt congratulations and bless-
ings to the students. In a post shared
on her official "X" (formerly Twitter)
handle, she conveyed her best
wishes, stating, "My dear students,
who have passed the Higher Second-
ary Examination this year, I send you
all my love and best wishes! I hope
you will achieve more success in the
future - making the country and the
world brighter." Acknowledging the
crucial role of educators and fami-
lies, the Chief Minister also extended
her congratulations and best wishes
to parents, teachers, and guardians,

recognizing their contribution to the
students' achievements. Further-
more, demonstrating her compas-
sionate approach, Mamata Banerjee
addressed students who may not
have achieved their desired out-
comes, urging them not to be dis-
couraged. "And to those who may
not have achieved the desired re-
sults, I would say: Don't be discour-
aged. Keep trying. You'll see that
next time it will be better. My bless-
ings and love to all of you. May you
all be very well," she wrote. The
West Bengal Council of Higher Sec-
ondary Education reported a signifi-
cant pass percentage, with details
regarding district-wise performance
and top achievers being disseminated
through official channels. The release
of the HS results marks a pivotal mo-
ment for students as they prepare for
higher education and future career
paths. Educational institutions across
the state are now gearing up for the
admission process, offering various
undergraduate programs. 

Unbelievable tie for twin brothers

Kolkata bags 4 top 10 merit list spots

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a re-
markable coincidence, twin brothers
Ankit and Anish Barui, students of
Narendrapur Ramakrishna Mission,
have both secured the ninth position
in this year's Higher Secondary exam-
ination, each scoring 489 marks
(97.8%). This isn't their first joint ap-
pearance on a merit list; they previ-
ously held fourth and sixth ranks
respectively in the 2023 Secondary
examination. Adding to the school's
success, fellow Narendrapur Ra-
makrishna Mission students Adrich
Gupta and Rafit Rana Laskar share
the eighth rank with 490 marks. The
top position in the HS exam was se-
cured by Rupayan Pal of Burdwan
CMS High School with 497 marks, fol-
lowed by Tushar Debnath from Cooch
Behar in second place and Rajarshi
Adhikari from Arambagh High
School in third. This year's top ten

merit list features an impressive 72
students.  In an unusual display of
synchronicity, twin brothers Ankit
and Anish Barui, students of Naren-
drapur Ramakrishna Mission School,
have both achieved the ninth rank in
this year's Higher Secondary (HS) ex-
aminations, each scoring an identical
489 marks, representing 97.8 per-
cent. This remarkable feat follows
their earlier success in the 2023 Sec-
ondary examinations, where Anish
and Anik (note the slight name vari-
ation in the initial paragraph, as-
sumed to be a consistent reference to
the same individuals) secured the
fourth and sixth positions, respec-
tively, also as students of the same in-
stitution hailing from Bankura. The
consistent academic excellence of
Narendrapur Ramakrishna Mission
School is further highlighted by the
joint eighth rank secured by Adrich

Gupta and Rafit Rana Laskar, who
both scored 490 marks. Notably,
Gupta and Laskar were also merit
holders in their Secondary examina-
tions. This year's HS merit list show-
cases exceptional performance, with
a total of 72 students securing posi-
tions within the top ten. Leading the
list is Rupayan Pal from Burdwan
CMS High School, who achieved the
first rank with an impressive score of
497 marks (99.4%). Tushar Debnath
of Boxirhat High School in Cooch
Behar secured the second position
with 496 marks (99.2%), while Ra-
jarshi Adhikari from Arambagh
High School claimed the third rank
with 495 marks (99%). The unique
case of the Barui twins underscores
the competitive yet sometimes
serendipitous nature of academic
achievements. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West Ben-
gal Council of Higher Secondary Educa-
tion (WBCHSE) today declared the results
of the 2025 Higher Secondary Examina-
tion, marking the final iteration of the
annual assessment before the introduc-
tion of a semester-based system in the
upcoming academic year. The merit list,
released earlier today, highlighted the
academic achievements of students
across the state. oRupayan Pal from Bur-
dwan emerged as the top scorer, secur-
ing the first rank with an impressive 497
marks (99.4%). Tushar Debnath of Cooch

Behar secured the second position with
496 marks, while Rajarshi Adhikari from
Arambagh stood third with 495 marks.
Srijita from Bankura claimed the fourth
rank with 494 marks. Kolkata showcased
its academic strength with four students
featuring in the top ten of the merit list.
Tathagata Roy of Patha Bhavan School
and Ankit Chakraborty of Behala High
School, Parnasree, jointly secured the
eighth position, both achieving 490
marks. Saunak Banerjee from Taki
House Multipurpose School for Boys and
Srijita Dutta of Bethune Collegiate School

shared the ninth rank with 489 marks.
The overall pass rate for the 2025 Higher
Secondary Examination reached 90.79%,
slightly higher than the 90% recorded in
the previous year. Purba Medinipur dis-
trict registered the highest pass percent-
age, followed by North 24 Parganas and
Kolkata. Female students outperformed
their male counterparts, achieving a pass
rate exceeding 92%, while the pass rate
for male students was slightly above
88%. A total of 72 students secured posi-
tions on the merit list, reflecting the com-
petitive nature of the examination. The

top ten ranks witnessed a significant
number of high-achievers, with multi-
ple students sharing ranks due to iden-
tical scores. The WBCHSE has
announced that students can apply for
the review and scrutiny of their results
starting from midnight tonight. This
year's examination holds particular
significance as it marks the end of the
annual system for Higher Secondary
education in West Bengal, with the im-
plementation of a semester system
scheduled for the next academic ses-
sion.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In
a significant development in
the 26,000 job cancellation
case, the Calcutta High
Court's division bench has
ruled in favor of the state,
stating that it lacks the juris-
diction to hear the contempt
case related to the non-im-
plementation of salary re-
funds for those identified as
ineligible. This verdict
comes after the Supreme
Court upheld the cancella-
tion of the 2016 SSC panel
last month, leading to the
dismissal of thousands of
teachers and education
workers. The High Court
clarified that the Supreme
Court will be the deciding
authority on the salary and
wages of the dismissed indi-
viduals. In a significant legal
development concerning the
cancellation of 26,000
teaching and non-teaching
jobs following the annul-
ment of the 2016 State Level
Selection Test (SLST) panel,
the Calcutta High Court's di-
vision bench, comprising
Justice Debangshu Basak
and Justice Mohammad
Shabbar Rashidi, delivered a
verdict today affirming the
Supreme Court's jurisdiction
in the matter of a contempt
case filed regarding the non-
implementation of certain
directives. The ruling pro-
vides considerable relief to
the state government, which
had argued that any con-
tempt proceedings related to
the Supreme Court's orders
should be pursued in the
apex court itself. The divi-
sion bench explicitly stated
that the Calcutta High Court
lacked the authority to hear
the contempt case, particu-
larly in light of the Supreme
Court's modifications to the
initial High Court order that
led to the mass job termina-
tions.

The contempt case was
initiated due to the alleged
non-compliance with the
Supreme Court's directives,
specifically concerning the
refund of salaries to individ-
uals identified as ineligible
for their appointments and
the non-publication of Opti-
cal Mark Recognition (OMR)
sheets. These individuals
were reportedly identified as
having secured jobs based
on irregularities, including
the submission of blank
OMR sheets. Last month, the
Supreme Court upheld the
Calcutta High Court's order,
thereby validating the can-
cellation of the 2016 SSC
panel and the subsequent
dismissal of approximately
26,000 teachers and educa-
tion workers. While the
Supreme Court largely af-
firmed the High Court's de-
cision, it introduced certain
amendments. During the
hearing of the contempt
case, the School Education
Department contended that
any legal challenge regard-
ing the implementation of
the Supreme Court's orders
should be filed before the
Supreme Court itself.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addressing
media at Nabanna on Wednesday.

Pahalgam Attack:  Tears of 
relief for  widows as India takes 
revenge via Operation Sindoor

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Following the religiously
motivated Pahalgaon mas-
sacre that claimed twenty-
six lives, including Bitan
Adhikari, the Indian Army
has reportedly conducted a
cross-border operation into
Pakistan. Sources indicate
nine terrorist camps were
dismantled, and approxi-
mately 100 militants were
neutralized, about fifteen
days after the attack where
victims were targeted
based on their faith. Bitan
Adhikari's widow, a witness
to her husband's murder,
expressed gratitude for the
government's swift action,
viewing it as immediate jus-
tice. Recounting the Pahal-
gam horror upon her
return to Kolkata, she
highlighted the deliberate
religious targeting, sym-
bolized by terrorists "wip-
ing away the vermilion"
from married Hindu
women. While thankful for

the retaliation, she
pleaded for sustained ef-
forts to eradicate militancy
and prevent future losses.
Shabri Guha, widow of vic-
tim Sameer Guha, com-
mended the Prime
Minister's initiative but
urged a more comprehen-
sive and sustained offen-
sive against Pakistan.
Similarly, Aishwanya
Dwivedi, wife of Shubham
Dwivedi, interpreted the
reported operation code-
name "Sindoor" as a
deeply personal response,
seeing it as a direct ac-
knowledgment of the suf-
fering of women whose
vermilion was desecrated.

Official sources suggest
the Indian Army employed
precision strikes, possibly
involving missiles, target-
ing nine militant launch
pads and key headquarters
of Jaish-e-Mohammed and
Lashkar-e-Taiba in Pak-
istan and POK. 
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World Asthma Day 
2025 observed at B.R.

Singh Hospital, ER

MI News Service, Kolkata:
World Asthma Day 2025
was observed with great
enthusiasm at B. R. Singh
Hospital, Eastern Railway,
under the aegis of the
Health & Family Welfare
Department, Sealdah Divi-
sion. The event was graced
by the presence of Dr. Sub-
hasish Das, Medical Direc-
tor, B. R. Singh Hospital,
and Dr. Kalpana Mandal,
Chief Medical Superinten-
dent, Sealdah. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by Dr. Mandira Banerjee,
Additional Chief Medical
Superintendent, Health &
Family Welfare, Sealdah,
who delivered an insightful
address on this year’s
theme: "Make Inhaled
Treatments Accessible for
ALL." Dr. Angira Dasgupta,
Additional Chief Health Di-
rector (Pulmonology), B. R.
Singh Hospital, demon-
strated various inhalation
devices used in asthma
treatment and explained
their correct usage. She
also interacted with the
audience to clarify doubts
and raise awareness. Dr.

Sarbani Sengupta, Chief
Consultant (Physician), B.
R. Singh Hospital, elabo-
rated on the management
of adult asthma and the
importance of inhaler-
based therapy, while Dr.
Chaitali Patra, Sr. DMO
(Pediatrics), discussed
childhood asthma and em-
phasized the role of
parental counselling and
treatment adherence.

A spirometry camp
was also organized as part
of the event, with 20 bene-
ficiaries undergoing lung
function testing to assess
their respiratory health. To
encourage awareness
among young medical pro-
fessionals, a medical quiz
was conducted for resident
doctors, curated by Dr. An-
gira Dasgupta, focusing on
asthma-related knowledge
and best practices in clini-
cal care. The event was a
resounding success and
marked a significant step
towards improved asthma
awareness, management,
and the fight against the
stigma associated with the
condition.

Name Change
I, Pawan Kumar S/O, Gordhan Das
Taparia R/o Sadar Bajar Ward No
04, Shribalaji, Nagaur Rajasthan -
341001 Voter Id: Pavan Kumar
have changed my name to Pawan
Kumar Taparia.

Name Change
I, Sandhaya D/O, Sita Chandak R/o
Sadar Bajar Ward No 04, Shribal-
aji, Nagaur, Rajasthan -341001
Voter Id: Raj Kumari have changed
my name to Raju Devi.

Name Change
I, Nivedha, S. Nivedha, Nivedha.S
(Old Name) W/o Ankit Kumar D/o
R.Santharam Residing at 1E,904,
Avidipta, 401 Barakhola, Mukunda-
pur, South 24 Parganas, P.s - Purba
Jadavpur, Kolkata - 700099 West
Bengal have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Nivedha Santharam (New Name) as
declared before the Ld.Judicial
Magistrate (1st Class) at Alipore,
vide affidavit no 23836 Dated 19-
04-2025. Nivedha, S.Nivedha,
Nivedha. S (Old Name) and Nivedha
Santharam (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Ibrahim Khalil Mo-
hamadali (old name) S/o. Sk Ma-
hammad Ali R/o. Dwarpara,
Panchpara, Balagarh, Hooghly-
712501, W.B., have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Ibrahim Khalil (new
name) vide an affidavit no. 554
sworn before Notary Public,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 07/05/
2025. Shaikh Ibrahim Khalil Mo-
hamadali & Sk Ibrahim Khalil S/o.
Sk Mahammad Ali both are the
same & one identical person.  

Name Change
I, SHAMBHU NATH SHAW (old
name) Son of KANAHIYA SHAW, re-
siding at MAA SARADA APART-
MENT, 16B/H7 HARALAL MITRA
STREET, P.O.- BAGBAZAR, KOLK
ATA- 700003 , West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as  SAMBHU
NATH SHAW (New Name) as de-
clared before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Kolkata, dated
23/04/2025.  SAMBHU NATH SHAW
(New Name) and  SHAMBHU NATH
SHAW (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Farahat Jahan (old name) daugh-
ter of Sk Amjad Ali, residing at 51/B
Dr Sudhir Bose Road, P.O.- Khidder-
pore, P.S.- Watgunge, Kolkata
700023, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Farhat Jahan
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, dated 02/
05/2025. Farhat Jahan (New Name)
and Farahat Jahan (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Khushboo Losalka (Old Name)
D/o Raghubir Losalka, residing at
Barakar Nima Colony, Kulti, P.S.-
Kulti, Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman,
Pin- 713324, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Khusbu
Losalka (New Name) as Vied an af-
fidavit (SL.NO- 51/25 ) sworn be-
fore the Notary public at ASANSOL
Court, on 30/04/2025. Khusbu
Losalka (New Name) and Khush-
boo Losalka (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mita Tandon W/O Arjun Kumar
Paul, R/O- Flat-A2, Parui Govt
R.H.E, 169 Biren Roy  Road West,
Sarsuna, Kolkata-700061, Have
Changed My Name To Mita Tandon
Paul Vide Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On 05/
04/2025. Mita Tandon Henceforth
Be Known As Mita Tandon Paul For
All Purposes And They Are Both
Same One And Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mrs. Krishna Roy Chowdhury (old
name) W/O Late Bhanu Roy
Chowdhury, residing at 2/19,
Azadgarh, Jadavpur, Regent Park,
Kolkata- 700040, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Laxmi Roy Chowdhury (new name)
as declared before the Ld. Execu-
tive Magistrate at Alipore, Kolkata,
dated 25/08/2004. Laxmi Roy
Chowdhury (new name) and Kr-
ishna Roy Chowdhury (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Yusuf (old name) S/O Samser
Ali Md, residing at 3/1 Golam Ji-
lani Khan Road, Tiljala, Kolkata-
700039, West Bengal, INDIA, my
Driving License No. WB01 200907
15725, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Md Usuf (new name) as declared
before the 1ST Class Judicial Mag-
istrate at Alipore, dated 07/05/
2025. Md Usuf (new name) and
Md Yusuf (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sahanur Mondal S/O Abdar
Mondal, on behalf of my minor
son Sakib Akhtar (old name), re-
siding at Vill- Dakshin Golai
Chandi, P.O.- Taki, Basirhat, Dist-
North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743429, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
son name and he shall henceforth
be known as Sakib Akhtar Mondal
(new name) as declared before
the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 06/05/2025. Sakib Akhtar
Mondal (new name) and Sakib
Akhtar (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sampa Ghosh (Old Name), Wife Of
Late Ashis Kumar Ghosh, Residing
At 149,Gandhi Colony,3rd Floor,
Flat-7,P.O - Regent Estate, Kolkata -
700092,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Shampa
Ghosh(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 07/05/ 2025.That Sampa
Ghosh And Shampa Ghosh Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sukumar Ghosh (old name) S/O
Jatindra Nath Ghosh, residing at
3/8C, Taltala Lane, Entally, Kolkata-
700014, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sukumar Ghose
(new name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, dated
07/05/2025. Sukumar Ghose (new
name) and Sukumar Ghosh (old
name) both are same and identical
person.

Name Change
I, Nabanita Ghosh (old name) W/O
Sukumar Ghose and D/O Dhirendra
Nath Mondal, residing at 3/8C, Tal-
tala Lane, Entally, Kolkata- 700014,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Nabanita Ghose (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 07/05/
2025. Nabanita Ghose (new name)
and Nabanita Ghosh (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sudeb Kumr Ghosh (old name)
son of Tripti Kumar Ghosh, residing
at Vill & P.O.- Hijal Pukuria, P.S.-
Habra, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sudeb Ghosh (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 07/05/
2025. Sudeb Ghosh (New Name)
and Sudeb Kumr Ghosh (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ghanshym Prajapat (old name)
son of Radhakishan Kumhar, resid-
ing at Block 45, Flat 9B, Green
Field City, Shibrampur, Maheshtala
, Kolkata- 700141, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Ghanshym Kumhar (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 05/05/2025.
Ghanshym Kumhar  (New Name)
and Ghanshym Prajapat (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajay Goel (old name) S/O Shyam
Prakash Goel, residing at GC- 47,
Sec-3, Salt Lake City, Bidhannagar
North P.S., Bidhannagar, North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700106, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Ajay Kumar Goel (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 07/05/2025. Ajay
Kumar Goel (new name) and Ajay
Goel (old name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Ansar Ahmed Quraishi (old name)
S/O Hafizullah, residing at J-26/196,
Kamalgadaha Jaitpura, Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh, Pin- 221001, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Ansar
Ahmad (new name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 07/05/2025. Ansar Ahmad
(new name) and Ansar Ahmed
Quraishi (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashish Kumar (old name) S/O
Rajendra Prasad Sharma, residing
at Subhadra Plaza, Block-B, 2nd
Floor, Banipur, Basudevpur,
Howrah- 711304, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Ashish Kumar Sharma (new
name) as declared before the 1st
Class Executive Magistrate at
Howrah, dated 02/05/2025. Ashish
Kumar Sharma (new name) and
Ashish Kumar (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sahadev Malik (old name) S/O
Late Basudeb Malik, residing at
Haripur Kolepara, Pahalampur,
Singur, Hooghly- 712223, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sahadeb Malik (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 07/05/
2025. Sahadeb Malik (new name)
and Sahadev Malik (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Amren Jahan (old name) D/O
Ansar Ahmad, residing at 251, Deb
Banerjee Road, Amarabati, P.S.-
Kasba, Kolkata- 700039, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Amrin Jahan (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 07/05/
2025. Amrin Jahan (new name)
and Amren Jahan (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ramendra Nath Sain (old name)
S/o. Bijoy Krishna Sain R/o. Matu
kpur, Pandua, Hooghly-7121 49,
W.B., have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Ramen Sain (new name) vide an 
affidavit no. 320 sworn before No-
tary Public, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
07/05/2025. Ramendra Nath Sain  &
Ramen Sain S/o. Bijoy Krishna Sain
both are the same & one identical
person. Ritam Sain is my son. 

Name Change
I, Madhabi Sain (old name) W/o.
Ramen Sain R/o. Matukpur, Pan-
dua, Hooghly-712149, W.B., have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Madhabi
Lata Sain (new name) vide an affi-
davit no. 321 sworn before Notary
Public, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
07/05/2025. Madhabi Sain & Mad-
habi Lata Sain W/o. Ramen Sain
both are the same & one identical
person. Ritam Sain is my son.  

Name Change
I, Ramjani Nadaf (Old Name) S/o.
Habib Nadaf residing at 16, Amar-
talla Lane, Burrabazar, Kolkata-
700001 and my permanent address
is Hanchanda, Panchobh Darb-
hanga, Hanumannagar, Bihar-
846003 have change my name and
shall henceforth be known as MD.
Ramjani as declared before the LD.
First Class Magistrate(S), Kolkata,
vide affidavit no. 42402 dated
12.08.2024. Ramjani Nadaf (Old
Name) and MD. Ramjani (New
Name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Rizban Hossain (Old Name),
Son Of Md Salamat Hossain, Resid-
ing At Kabarpara, Bankra, Howrah
- 711403,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Md Rizwan(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 07/05/2025. That Md Rizban
Hossain And Md Rizwan Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Lutfan Nessa,Wife Of Bellal Hos-
sain Molla,Residing At T-194/14,
Jugipara Lane,Po - Bartala, Ps - Ra-
jabagan,Kolkata -700018,West Ben-
gal,Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Lutfun Nessa Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 28/04/ 2025.That Lutfan
Nessa And Lutfun Nessa Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Asraf Mondal alias Asraf Ali
Mandal (Old Name) S/o Achher-
addin Mondal Residing at Chhota
Chuparia, Hanskhali, District -
Nadia, Pin - 741502 West Bengal
India shall henceforth be known
as Ashraf Mondal (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Date 07-05-
2025. Asraf Mondal, Asraf Ali
Mandal (Old Name) and Ashraf
Mondal (New Name) both as same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajesh Kumar Agarwal S/o Late
Mahabir Prasad Agarwal Residing
at 26H/9, Radha Madhab Dutta
Garder Lane, P.o - Beliaghata, P.s
- Beliaghata, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700010 West Bengal India
shall henceforth be known as Ra-
jesh Agarwal. I declare that Ra-
jesh Kumar Agarwal and Rajesh
Agarwal is same and one identical
person by virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public,
Kolkata on 07-05-2025.

Name Change
I, Nivedha Santharam  W/o Ankit
Kumar D/o R Santharam R/o 1E, 904,
Avidipta, 401, Barakhola, Mukunda-
pur, South 24 Parganas, P.S.- Purba
Jadavpur, Kolkata – 700099, have
changed my former name Nivedha to
my new name Nivedha Santharam
and shall henceforth be known as
Nivedha Santharam as declared by
the affidavit vide no. 23837 dated
19.04.2025 in the Court of Ld. 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore,
South 24 Parganas, the both name
Nivedha and Nivedha Santharam is
the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Debabrata Chatterjee (old name)
son of Late Sudhir Chandra Chat-
terjee, residing at 23/M/9, Naktala
Road, P.O.- Naktala, P.S.- Netaji
Nagar, Kolkata- 700047, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Debabroto Chattopadhyay (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated
07/05/2025. Debabroto Chattopad-
hyay (New Name) and Debabrata
Chatterjee (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Vimala (Old Name) W/o Ramakant
Jaiswal,residing at  Atghara Jhow-
talla, PO-Hatiara, Ps-baguiati Dist-
North 24 Parganas,West Bengal,
India. Have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Vimla
Devi Jaiswal(New Name) as de-
clared  before the notary public at
Kolkata on 07/05/2025.Vimala (Old
Name) and Vimla Devi  jaiswal 
(New name) All are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rama Kant (Old Name) S/o Late
Sankar Prasad Jaiswal,residing at
Atghara Jhowtalla,po-Hatiara,Ps-
baguiati Dist-North 24 Parganas,
West Bengal,India.Have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as  Ramakant  Jaiswal(New
Name) as declared  before the no-
tary public at Kolkata on 07/05/
2025. Rama Kant  (Old Name) and
Ramakant jaiswal (New name) All
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Deepak Nathany (Old Name), S/O
Late Nand Kishore Nathany, Resid-
ing At 4/B, Peary Mohan Paul Lane,
Girish Park, Kolkata-700007, West
Bengal, India, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Deepak Kumar Nathany
(New Name) As Declared Before The
Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate At
Kolkata With Affidavit Number 4567
Dated On 23-04-2025. Deepak
Nathany (Old Name) And Deepak
Kumar Nathany (New Name) Both
Are Same And Identical Person.

Name Change
I, MINA DUTTA D/o NANI GOPAL
GHOSH & ANIMA GHOSH W/o
SUBIR KUMAR DUTTA residing at
Vill - Devipur ,PO - Duttapukur , Dis-
trict- N 24 PGS , Pin - 743248 ,West-
Bengal ,India have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as MEENA DUTTA as de-
clared before the First class Jusicial
Magistrate Barasat Judges Court
vide affidavit no 3508 Dated 20/7/24
MINA DUTTA and MEENA DUTTA
both are the same and identical.

Name Change
I, Jagendra Sharma, S/O Laldeo
Sharma,R/O Lane No-15/3,Tentul-
tala,Purbachal,Rajarhat Gopalpur,
North 24 Parganas-700136,West
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Jogendra Sharma,Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 05/05/
2025,That Jagendra Sharma And
Jogendra Sharma All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, AASHA CHOWDHURY (old name)
Wife of SUNIL KUMAR CHOWD-
HURY, residing at 36 BUROSHIB
TALA MAIN ROAD, P.O.-  SAHA-
PUR, BEHALA, KOLKATA -700038,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as ASHA CHOWDHURY
(New Name) as declared before the
1st Class Judicial Magistrate at
Kolkata, dated 07/05/2025. ASHA
CHOWDHURY (New Name) and
AASHA CHOWDHURY (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I,  SUNIL  CHOWDHURY (old name)
Son of BIHARI LAL CHOWDHURY,
residing at 36 BUROSHIB TALA
MAIN ROAD, P.O.-  SAHAPUR, BE-
HALA, KOLKATA -700038, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as  SUNIL KUMAR CHOWD-
HURY (New Name) as declared be-
fore the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Kolkata, dated 07/05/
2025.  SUNIL KUMAR CHOWD-
HURY (New Name) and  SUNIL
CHOWDHURY (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I,  SHAIKH MUKHTAR ALI &
MUKHTAR ALI  (old name) Son of
SHEIKH JALAL ALI, residing at 5
BLOCHMANN STREET, P.O.-  DHAR-
MATALA,TALTALA, KOLKATA -
700013, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as SK MUKHTAR
ALI (New Name) as declared before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, dated
07/05/2025.   SK MUKHTAR ALI
(New  Name) and  SHAIKH MUKH
TAR ALI & MUKHTAR ALI (old
name) both are same and identical
person.

Name Change
I, SK MUKHTAR ALI son of SHEIKH
JALAL ALI on behalf my minor son
SHAIKH FARHAN ALI (Old Name),
residing at 5 BLOCHMANN
STREET, P.O.-  DHARMATALA,TAL-
TALA, KOLKATA -700013, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
son name and he shall henceforth
be known as SK FARHAN ALI (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 07/05
/2025. SK FARHAN ALI (New
Name) and SHAIKH FARHAN ALI
(Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Augmentation of Different
types of  coaches in Popular

Mail Express Trains
• More than 1200 berths to
be generated.
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The augmentation of differ-
ent types of coaches in Pop-
ular Mail/Express trains is an
ongoing initiative aimed at
improving overall travel ex-
perience for passengers. Ac-
cordingly, in response to the
overwhelming demand for
tickets throughout the year,
Railway has decided to aug-
ment Additional General
Second Class, Sleeper class &
Air Conditioned coaches with
eight popular Mail /Express
train as under:

• Additional Five (05)
Air- Conditioned coaches
augmented with
12359/12360 Kolkala - Patna
Jn. - Kolkata Garib Rath Ex-
press leaving Kolkata with
effect from 08.05.2025 &
leaving Patna Jn. with effect
form 09.05.2025. Now the
train will run with 22
coaches instead of 17
coaches and additional 400
berths will be generated in
each trip by running this
train. • Additional one (01)
Air- Conditioned and two
(02) Sleeper Class Coaches
augmented with
13155/13156 Kolkala - Sita-
marhi - Kolkata Mithilanchal

Express leaving Kolkata with
effect from 11.05.2025 &
leaving Sitamarhi with effect
form 12.05.2025. Now the
train will run 24 coaches in-
stead of 21 coaches and ad-
ditional 208 berths will be
generated in each trip by
running this train. • Addi-
tional one (01) Air- Condi-
tioned and two (02) Sleeper
Class Coaches augmented
with 13157/13158 Kolkala -
Muzaffarpur Jn - Kolkata
Trihut Express leaving
Kolkata with effect from
13.05.2025 & leaving Muzaf-
farpur with effect form
14.05.2025. Now the train
will run 24 coaches instead
of 21 coaches and additional
208 berths will be generated
in each trip by running this
train. • Additional one (01)
Air- Conditioned and two
(02) Sleeper Class Coaches
augmented with 13159/ 131
60 Kolkala - Jogbani -
Kolkata Express leaving
Kolkata with effect from
09.05.2025 & leaving Jog-
bani with effect form
10.05.2025. Now the train
will run 24 coaches instead
of 21 coaches and additional
208 berths will be generated
in each trip by running this
train.

Celebrating 100 Glorious Years of Howrah Division:

Prabhat Pheri, Cleanliness
Drive, and Tree Plantation

Held at Bandel Station

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As part of the ongoing cele-
brations of 100 Glorious
Years of Howrah Division, a
series of community-focused
initiatives were organized
today at Bandel Station and
its circulating areas under
the direction of Divisional
Railway Manager, Sri San-
jeev Kumar. The events in-
cluded a vibrant Prabhat
Pheri, a comprehensive
cleanliness drive, and an in-
spiring tree plantation pro-
gram.

The activities witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from railway staff, dedicated
volunteers, and local com-
munity members. The Prab-
hat Pheri, marked by
patriotic slogans and ban-
ners, created a lively atmos-
phere and fostered a sense
of unity and pride among all
attendees. Following the
rally, cleanliness drives were

carried out in and around
the station premises, reflect-
ing the commitment of In-
dian Railways towards the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
Volunteers joined hands to
ensure the station area was
clean, hygienic, and wel-
coming for passengers. To
promote environmental sus-
tainability, a tree plantation
drive was also conducted,
with numerous saplings
planted in the station sur-
roundings. This initiative un-
derlined the division’s
dedication to creating a
greener and cleaner future.
These efforts are a part of
the centenary celebration of
the Howrah Division, which
continues to uphold the val-
ues of service, progress, and
community engagement.
The success of today's event
reflects the strong bond be-
tween the railways and the
public it serves.

Metro Staff help an
injured Passenger
MI News Service, Kolkata:
On 06.05.2025 at about
18:20 hrs., on-duty RPF
and station staff found an
injured passenger aged
around 31 years who had a
bad fall at Salt Lake Sector
V Metro station. Seeing his
condition, RPF and station
staff rushed to his help.
Considering the seriousness
of the situation, he was
brought to the Station Mas-
ter’s Office and given first
aid. He was later sent to
Seva Hospital, Bidhannagar
in Railway ambulance ac-
companied by Metro staff.
After treatment, he was dis-
charged from the hospital.
He thanked Metro Railway
authorities for the kind co-
operation and help.

Name Change

Sealdah Division successfully
completed Limited Height Subway

to enhance safety & reliability

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Eastern Railway's Sealdah
Division has successfully
completed a significant in-
frastructure upgrade with
the commissioning of Lim-
ited Height Subway (LHS)
No. 143 between MBB
(Murshidabad) and JJG (Ji-
aganj). The challenging
project, involving the inser-
tion of 13 precast concrete
boxes (each measuring 6m x
4.65m) beneath a busy sec-
tion of railway with three
lines (UP, DN & Azimganj-
Murshidabad Single Line)
and two OHE crossovers,
was accomplished during a
power and traffic block last-
ing from 10:12 to 16:45
today. The project presented
unique engineering chal-
lenges due to the predomi-
nantly coarse-grained sandy
soil profile and groundwater
seepage encountered during
the final excavation stages.
Prior sheet piling work
proved crucial in ensuring
the safety and stability of the
excavation under the dy-
namic leadership of Sri
Sachin Suman, Sr. Divisional
Engineer (Cord) & Sri
K.P.Dev, Sr. Divisional Engg
(3) under the guidance of Sri
Rajeev Saxena DRM Seal-
dah. In addition to the LHS
143 project, several shadow
blocks were also success-
fully executed, destressing
of the track at BCM opera-
tion locations , a process
vital for maintaining track
geometry and preventing

buckling. Furthermore,
deep screening of the ballast
was carried out by a Ballast
Cleaning Machine (BCM)
over a significant stretch be-
tween Murshidabad and
Lalgola, enhancing drainage
and track stability. To en-
sure the integrity and safety
of the track, several initia-
tives like welding of rail, re-
placing worn out rails and
sleepers, and rail trans-
portation was carried
out.Essential maintenance
was also undertaken. Tak-
ing advantage of the mega
block, OHE maintenance
was done to maximum ex-
tent including several over-
hauling, wire and
components replacement.

In this context DRM
Sealdah Sri Rajeev Saxena
stated that the successful
completion of this complex
undertaking was made pos-
sible through the excep-
tional coordination and
support from the TRD, S&T,
and Operating departments
of the division. He also
stated that the new under-
pass will significantly im-
prove public safety by
eliminating level crossing,
providing easier and safer
access for local residents
and the increasing number
of tourists visiting the
renowned historical sites of
Murshidabad. Sealdah Divi-
sion anticipates a consider-
able boost to tourism in the
region as a result of this en-
hanced connectivity.

Name Change Airtel launches BND 
MI News Service, Kolkata: Airtel Business recently an-
nounced the launch of ‘Business Name Display’ (BND),
an industry-first solution designed to enhance customer
engagement for enterprises. The service enables busi-
nesses to display their brand name on the recipient’s mo-
bile screen during outgoing calls, thereby fostering trust
and helping customers distinguish legitimate business
calls from spam.  The “Business Name Display”(BND)
solves for this challenge and facilitates a relevant yet safe
communication environment enabling end customers to
make informed decisions on all incoming calls, which will
display the name of the company the call is from. 

India's services 
sector growth mod-
erates in Mar: PMI
MI News Service, New
Delhi: India's services sec-
tor activity eased slightly in
March, weighed down by a
marginal slowdown in sales
amid softer demand condi-
tions and easing inflation-
ary pressures, a monthly
survey said on Friday. The
seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Services PMI Business
Activity Index fell from Feb-
ruary's reading of 59.0 to
58.5 in March, but re-
mained above its long-run
average of 54.2. In the Pur-
chasing Managers' Index
(PMI) parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion,
while a score below 50 de-
notes contraction.

"India recorded a 58.5
services PMI in March
2025, softening slightly
from the month prior. Do-
mestic and international
demand remained fairly
buoyant, despite being se-
quentially a tick lower than
the month before," Pranjul
Bhandari, Chief India Econ-
omist at HSBC, said.

According to survey
participants, output was
supported by buoyant un-
derlying demand and ongo-
ing increases in new
business. However, sales
rose at a softer pace than in
February, they added. The
slowdown in the growth of
total new business reflected
a weaker increase in inter-
national sales. New orders
from abroad rose at the
softest pace in 15 months.
On the price front, output
charge inflation slowed to a
three-and-a-half-year low
in March. Only 1 per cent of
survey participants re-
ported higher average fees
than in February, with the
remaining companies sig-
nalling no change. Panel-
lists identified heightened
competition as the main
challenge for growth
prospects going ahead. The
level of positive sentiment
slipped to a seven-month
low and was below its long-
run average. 
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Prof. (Dr.) Rajiv Dey 
Thalassemia, one of the most 
common single-gene diseas-
es in the world, is a partic-
ular concern in West Bengal, 
where one in every 10 people 
is a carrier, more than dou-
ble the national average of 
3–4 percent.

For this reason, aware-
ness and early intervention 
are extremely important, es-
pecially for parents of young 
children.

In most cases, symptoms 
of the disease begin to ap-
pear within the first two 
years of life. These may in-
clude excessive fatigue, pale 
skin, failure to gain weight, 
a swollen abdomen, or fre-
quent illness. If not detected 
in time, the disease progress-
es silently. Blood tests such 
as complete blood count, 
hemoglobin electrophoresis, 
and genetic screening can 
help diagnose the disease 
and determine appropriate 

treatment.
The mainstay of treatment 

is regular blood transfusions, 
which help maintain hemo-
globin levels and ensure nor-
mal growth. However, over 
time, these transfusions can 
cause excess iron to accumu-
late in the body, which can 
damage the heart, liver, and 
other organs. Therefore, iron 
chelation therapy becomes es-
sential. Low-cost blood trans-
fusions and chelation therapy 
are available in various hos-
pitals in West Bengal, includ-
ing Kolkata, many of which 
are supported by government 
health schemes and NGOs.

For some children, bone 
marrow transplantation 
(BMT) is the only recognized 
cure, especially if it can be 
done early and through a 
matched donor. Although it 
can be expensive, many hos-
pitals in Kolkata now have 
advanced transplant units 
where success rates are 

steadily increasing.
But everyday family care 

is equally important. Parents 
should ensure a balanced 
diet low in iron, get timely 
vaccinations, and maintain 
cleanliness to avoid infec-
tions. Emotional support and 
psychosocial care are also 
essential, as children with 
long-term illnesses often face 
anxiety and social neglect.

Local support groups in 
Kolkata are increasingly 
helping these families with 
medical and psychological 
support. With such a high 
prevalence of thalassemia in 
this region, early screening, 
conscious parenting, and 
consistent care can make a 
big difference in the lives of 
children. With the right sup-
port, children with thalas-
semia can grow, learn, and 
live full, active lives.

Writer is a Clinical Lead & Consultant -  
Hematology, Hemato-Oncology & BMT - Narayana 

Health, Kolkata

MI News Service, New Del-
hi/New York:  India rejected 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation’s (OIC) statement 
from New York that blamed 
India’s “unfounded allegations 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan” on Pahalgam as a 
key factor inflaming tensions 
in the region.

“The OIC statement, issued 
at the behest of Pakistan, is 
absurd in refusing to recognise 
the facts of the Pahalgam ter-

rorist attack and its cross-bor-
der linkages. This is yet an-

other attempt by Pakistan, a 
country that has long engaged 
in cross-border terrorism, to 
manipulate and misguide the 
OIC group to issue a self-serv-
ing statement. We reject the 
OIC’s interference on matters 
that are internal to India,” ex-
ternal affairs ministry spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said 
in response to queries on the 
OIC’s second statement since 
the Pahalgam attack.

A copy of the OIC statement 
is not available on its website 
but was reported by the Turk-
ish state-run news agency 
Andalou Agency. According to 
the agency report, in a joint 
statement, the OIC said such 
accusations risk exacerbating 
an already volatile situation 
and iterated its “principled 
position against, and con-
demnation of terrorism in all 
its forms and manifestations, 
committed by whomsoever 
and wherever”.

The report said that the 
OIC rejected “all attempts to 
associate any country, race, 
religion, culture or nationali-
ty with terrorism” and added: 
“The unresolved dispute re-
mains the core issue affecting 
peace and security in South 
Asia. The people of Jammu 
and Kashmir continue to be 
denied their inalienable right 
to self-determination as en-
shrined in the relevant United 
Nations Security Council reso-
lutions.”

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  More than 200 
flights have been can-
celled and at least 18 air-
ports, including Srinagar, 
have been temporarily 
shut for operations amid 
restrictions in the wake of 
the armed forces launch-
ing missile attacks on ter-
ror targets in Pakistan on 
Wednesday morning.

Air India, IndiGo, 
SpiceJet, Air India Ex-
press, Akasa Air, and a 
few foreign airlines have 
cancelled their services 
to and from various air-
ports.

Sources said that at 
least 18 airports in the 
northern and western 
parts of the country have 
been temporarily shut. 
These airports include 
Srinagar, Leh, Jammu, 
Amritsar, Pathankot, 
Chandigarh, Jodhpur, 
Jaisalmer, Shimla, Dha-
ramshala and Jamnagar, 
they added.

According to one of the 
sources, more than 200 

flights to and from var-
ious airports have been 
cancelled by airlines.

IndiGo said it has can-
celled more than 165 
flights from various do-
mestic airports, including 
Amritsar and Srinagar, 
till early morning of May 
10 due to airspace re-
strictions.

"Air India flights to and 
from the following sta-
tions, Jammu, Srinagar, 
Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, 
Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chandi-
garh, and Rajkot, are be-
ing cancelled till 0529 hrs 
IST on 10 May following a 
notification from aviation 
authorities on the closure 
of these airports," the air-
line said.

In a post on X, the air-
line also said passengers 
holding valid tickets for 
travel during this period 
will be offered a one-time 
waiver on rescheduling 
charges or a full refund 
for cancellations.

"Due to government 
notification on airspace 

restrictions, over 165 
IndiGo flights from mul-
tiple airports (Amritsar, 
Bikaner, Chandigarh, 
Dharamshala, Gwalior, 
Jammu, Jodhpur, Kishan-
garh, Leh, Rajkot, and 
Srinagar) are cancelled 
until 0529 hrs. IST of 10 
May 2025," IndiGo said in 
a statement.

The airline also said 
that passengers whose 
flights are affected can 
reschedule the booking 
on the next available 
flight or opt to cancel 
their bookings at no ad-
ditional cost, and a full 
refund will be processed.

IndiGo operates around 
2,200 flights daily.

In an update on X, 
SpiceJet said airports in 
parts of northern India, 
including Dharamshala, 
Leh, Jammu, Srinagar, 
and Amritsar are closed 
until further notice. De-
partures, arrivals, and 
consequential flights may 
be impacted. The affected 
passengers can opt for a 

full refund or an alternate 
flight as per availability, it 
added.

At least 35 flights to 
and from the Delhi air-
port, the country's largest 
and busiest airport, have 
been cancelled since 12 
am, one of the sources 
said.

The source said that 
23 domestic departures 
and eight arrivals were 
cancelled. Besides, four 
international departures 
were cancelled. Foreign 
carriers, including Amer-
ican Airlines, cancelled 
some of their services 
from the Delhi airport.

"Due to notification 
from the airport author-
ities, flights to and from 
Amritsar, Gwalior, Jam-
mu, Srinagar and Hindon 
are cancelled till 05.30 
hrs on 10th May 2025.

Akasa Air, in a post on 
X, said that due to the 
prevailing situation in the 
region, all its flights to 
and from Srinagar have 
been cancelled.

Regional carrier Star 
Air said its flights to/from 
Nanded, Hindon, Adam-
pur, Kishangarh and Bhuj 
stand cancelled for the day.

"Kindly note, due to 
changing airspace con-
ditions some flights have 
been impacted at Delhi 
Airport," DIAL said in a 
post on X.

Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) operates 
the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA).

Meanwhile, Qatar Air-
ways, in a post on X, said it 
has temporarily suspended 
flights to Pakistan due to 
Pakistani airspace closure.

In retaliation against 
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, Indian armed forces, 
under Operation Sindoor, 
on early Wednesday, car-
ried out missile strikes on 
nine terror targets in Pa-
kistan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir, including 
the Jaish-e-Mohammad 
stronghold of Bahawal-
pur and Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba's base in Muridke.

MI News Service,  
Srinagar:  Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
Omar Abdullah urged 
calm and assured that 
evacuation measures, in-
cluding vehicles and am-
bulances, were in place 
for civilians as Pakistan 
retaliated with artillery 
and mortar fire along 
the Line of Control, hours 
after Indian fighter jets 
struck across the border 
early Wednesday.

Pakistan’s shelling has 
killed seven people, in-
cluding a woman and two 
children. Thirty-eight oth-
ers were injured as doz-

ens of villages came under 
heavy fire.

The chief minister has 
called for calm as the 
situation turned volatile. 
“Right now, there is no 
need to panic. There is no 
shortage of essential com-
modities, no shortage of 
supplies in blood banks or 
hospitals, and highways 
are open for traffic. There 
is no need for people to 
fear. They don't have 
to run away from here. 
Schools in Jammu and 
Srinagar are open, though 
the airport in Srinagar is 
shut,” he said.

To review prepared-

ness along the border and 
LoC areas, Omar chaired 
a high-level meeting and 
directed officials to pri-
oritise civilian safety and 
ensure swift response to 
emergencies.

“I held a video confer-
ence with district collec-
tors of the places near 
the border and LoC. I 
have taken stock of the 
situation. I have received 
news of some losses from 
some places, but we are 
currently collecting the 
reports. I have released 
funds to district collectors 
to deal with any kind of 
contingency. If we have to 

evacuate civilians, vehi-
cles and ambulances have 
been arranged for it,” Ab-
dullah said.

India launched Opera-
tion Sindoor—an airstrike 
targeting nine sites in Pa-
kistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, in retal-
iation to the Pahalgam 
massacre on April 22, 
where 26 civilians, most-
ly tourists, were gunned 
down in the Baisaran 
meadow.

“This was the right 
method to reply, only ter-
ror sites in Pakistan were 
hit, not military areas or 
civilians. But, Pakistan 

has bombed some of the 
areas, our civilians were 
targeted in it. They start-
ed it, not us, we were liv-
ing peacefully, we did not 
start this. None of us want 
war, we want the situation 
to improve again, but first 
Pakistan needs to lower 
their guns,” Omar said.

The government’s focus 
remains on maintaining 
order while anticipating 
the possibility of esca-
lation. For now, public 
transport continues to 
run, schools remain open, 
and administration is 
working to keep residents 
informed and reassured.

MI News Service,  
Srinagar:  Authorities on 
Wednesday ordered closure 
of educational institutions 
in three border districts of 
Kashmir and five border 
districts of Jammu as a pre-
cautionary measure, hours 
after Indian armed forces 
carried out missile strikes 
on terror targets in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-Occupied 
Kashmir, officials said.

The Kashmir University has 
postponed all its examinations 

scheduled for the day.
Fresh date for the conduct 

of postponed papers shall be 
notified separately, a Uni-
versity spokesman said.

Divisional Commission-
er, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar 
Bidhuri, on Wednesday or-
dered that all educational 
institutions in Baramulla, 
and Kupwara districts as 
well as in Gurez of Bandi-
pora district will remain 
closed on Wednesday. Five 
educational institutions in 

Jammu districts (Jammu, 
Samba, Kathua, Rajouri, 
and Poonch) will also re-
main shut.

"Considering the present 
situation, educational insti-
tutions, schools, colleges in 
Baramulla, Kupwara and 
Gurez will remain closed for 
today," Bidhuri said.

Authorities have urged 
the public to remain alert 
and stay calm, and follow 
official advisories as a pre-
cautionary measure. Some 

schools around the Srinagar 
airport here have also been 
closed as a precautionary 
measure, the officials said.

In retaliation for the 
April 22 Pahalgam terror 
attack that left 26 civil-
ians dead, Indian armed 
forces carried out missile 
strikes early Wednesday 
on nine terror targets in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir, including 
the Jaish-e-Mohammad 
stronghold of Bahawalpur 

and Lashkar-e-Taiba's base 
Muridke.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  A fresh spell of heat 
wave may commence over 
eastern India from Thurs-
day, while rainfall and thun-
derstorm activity will contin-
ue over the northwest and 
central parts of the country 
for the next five days, the 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Wednes-
day.

The weather department 
warned of heavy rainfall, 

accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning, over 
the northeast until May 11.

It also said heavy rain-
fall accompanied by thun-
derstorms, lightning, and 
squally winds will likely 
continue over Gujarat until 
Thursday.

The IMD had said most 
parts of India may see 
above-normal temperatures 
in May, but occasional thun-
derstorms may keep the 

heat from reaching the se-
vere levels of last year.

IMD Director General 
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said 
most parts of the country 
were likely to receive normal 
to above-normal rainfall, ex-
cept for some areas in north-
west, central and northeast 
India.

The country recorded 72 
heatwave days in April, the 
IMD DG added.

Above-normal heat wave 

days were reported in Ra-
jasthan and Gujarat -- six 
to 11 days -- and in east 
Madhya Pradesh and Vidar-
bha -- four to six days -- as 
compared to the usual two to 
three days.

In east-central India, Ma-
harashtra, and adjoining 
parts of northern Peninsular 
India, one to three days of 
heat were recorded, slightly 
below the normal of two to 
three days.

MI News Service,  
Hyderabad:  A total of 26 
Maoists have been killed by se-
curity forces till now as part of 
the biggest operation undertak-
en this year against left wing 
extremists at the Karregutta 
hills in Telangana along the 
Chhattisgarh border, official 
sources said.

The offensive involves as 
many as 20,000 troops and 

is led by the CRPF along with 
units of Chhattisgarh Police. 
It has clocked 18 days after it 
was launched on April 21 from 
Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh 
across the border of Telangana.

"A total of 26 Naxals includ-
ing four women have been killed 
till now as part of this opera-
tion. Huge amount of explosives, 
weapon-making factories and 
other logistical items of the ultras 

have been seized," a senior offi- cer told. 

Thalassemia in Children: What Every Parent Should 
Know Identifying Early Symptoms, Getting Proper 

Treatment, and Ensuring a Healthy Childhood
Operation Sindoor: Over 200 flights 

cancelled, 18 airports temporarily shut 

Operation Sindoor: J&K CM asks 
not to panic after Pak counter-firing 

Operation Sindoor: Edu institutions in 
J&K shut as tensions escalate

Heat-wave in eastern India, thunderstorm to 
continue over northwest, central parts: IMD

Security forces kill 26 Maoists at Karregutta hills 

India rejects OIC’s statement on Pahalgam attack

Celebration of CSK players after a wicket fall in the Kolkata knight riders VS Cheinni super 
King T20 match at Eden Gardens Kolkata on Wednesday.

Rinku Singh  drives in the Kolkata knight riders VS Cheinni super King T20 match at Eden 
Gardens Kolkata on Wednesday. KKR score: 179/6 in 20 overs.
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Lausanne [Switzerland],
November 27 (ANI): As we age,
our cognitive and motor functions
degrade, reducing our independ-
ence and overall quality of life.
Research efforts to mitigate or
perhaps eliminate this have
resulted in technologies that hold
a lot of promise.

Now, scientists led by
Friedhelm Hummel at EPFL have
identified an important factor
affecting an individual's respon-
siveness to atDCS. The team
looked at how native learning abil-
ities determine the effect of brain
stimulation applied while learning
a motor task. Their findings sug-
gest that individuals with less effi-
cient learning mechanisms benefit
more from stimulation, while
those with optimal learning strate-
gies might experience negative
effects.

Among these is non-invasive
brain stimulation: a term encom-
passing a set of techniques that
can affect brain functions exter-
nally and noninvasively, without
the need for surgery or implants.
One such promising technique, in
particular, is anodal transcranial
direct current stimulation (atDCS),
which uses a constant, low electri-
cal current delivered via elec-
trodes on the scalp to modulate
neuronal activity.

However, studies exploring
atDCS have produced inconsistent
results, which has prompted
researchers to explore why some
people benefit from atDCS while
others don't. The problem seems
to lie in our understanding of fac-
tors that may influence respon-
siveness to brain stimulation,
leading to responders and non-
responders; among these, age has
been suggested as one important
factor. Some studies suggest fur-
ther factors such as baseline
behavioural abilities and previous
training might be important con-
siderations, but an interplay of
these factors with behaviour has
not been determined in detail,
pointing to the need of refined pre-
dictive models of the effects of
atDCS. The researchers recruited
40 participants: 20 middle-aged
adults (50-65 years old) and 20
older adults (over 65). 

New Delhi : With an aim to
decrease the chronic burden of
obesity in India, Fortis Hospital
Vasant Kunj today, launched a
Dedicated Obesity Clinic which
was inaugurated by Shri Chirag
Paswan, Cabinet Minister of Food
Processing Industries of India
amidst the presence of Other
Senior Dignitaries - Dr. Ashutosh
Raghuvanshi, MD & CEO, Fortis
Healthcare, Mr. Anil Vinayak,
Group Chief Operating Officer,
Fortis Healthcare, Dr. Bishnu
Prasad Panigrahi, Group Head -
MSOG Fortis Healthcare, Dr.
Mugdha Tapdiya, Director-
Internal Medicine, Fortis Vasant
Kunj and Dr. Gurvinder Kaur,
Facility Director, Fortis Hospital
Vasant Kunj.

Speaking at the launch, Shri
Chirag Paswan, Cabinet Minister
of Food Processing Industries of
India said, "Obesity is one of the
most pressing health challenges
facing our country today. It not
only affects the individual's phys-
ical well-being but also has a
deep impact on mental health,
productivity, and overall quality
of life. As we strive towards a
healthier India, it is crucial that
we address lifestyle diseases like
obesity with seriousness and
urgency. I commend Fortis
Healthcare for taking a proactive
step in launching a dedicated
Obesity Clinic. This initiative will
provide people with access to
specialized care, scientific guid-
ance, and holistic treatment
options that can make a real dif-
ference in their lives. Prevention,
early diagnosis, and structured
support systems are the need of
the hour, and Fortis is setting an
important example for the
healthcare industry."

Dr. Ashutosh Raghuvanshi,
MD & CEO, Fortis Healthcare
said, "Obesity is a growing chron-
ic health concern that not only
increases the risk of serious non-
communicable diseases but also
diminishes overall quality of life
and life expectancy. At Fortis
Healthcare, we recognize the
urgent need to address this issue
with compassion, expertise, and
innovation. Our newly launched
Obesity Clinic embodies our com-
mitment to a holistic, patient-first
approach - offering personalized,
multidisciplinary care that

empowers individuals to achieve
sustainable weight management.
With projections indicating that
nearly 44 crore Indians could be
affected by obesity by 2050, the
scale of the challenge is immense.
As Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi rightly says, "Better Health
today is Better Future tomorrow."
At Fortis, we stand dedicated to
building that healthier future-
starting now."

Dr. Mugdha Tapdiya, Director-
Internal Medicine, Fortis Hospital
Vasant Kunj said, "Obesity is one
of the most pressing health chal-
lenges of our time, not just due to
its visible impact, but because of
the serious health risks it poses.
At our dedicated Obesity Clinic,
we go beyond weight loss. Our
goal is to help patients manage
the wide-ranging complications
associated with obesity through
comprehensive, evidence-based
care. In last one decade there has
been  a lot clinical research in
field of obesity medicine and

approval of certain anti obesity
medicines by USFDA, few of them
are now approved by CDSCO and
are available in India.The clinic is
equipped with advanced facilities
for body composition analysis,
with results explained clearly in a
scientific yet accessible manner.
Our obesity management pro-
gram is tailored to each individ-
ual, offering resources, guidance,
and ongoing support to address
not only weight management, but
also concerns related to body
image, nutrition, physical activity,
mental health, and more. To
accurately identify trigger for
obesity and -related complica-
tions, we conduct detailed investi-
gations, physical examinations,
and evaluations using validated
medical scales. Following this,
our multidisciplinary team-
including doctors, psychologists,
dieticians, and physiotherapists-
performs an in-depth assessment
to create a personalised, holistic
care plan for each patient."

Fortis Hospital Vasant Kunj
Launches Dedicated Obesity Clinic to
Empower Health & Transform Lives

Inaugurated by Shri Chirag Paswan, Cabinet
Minister of Food Processing Industries of India

New York [US] : Laboratory experi-
ments with cancer cells reveal two
ways in which tumors evade drugs
designed to starve and kill them, a
new study shows. While chemother-
apy successfully treats tumours and
extends patients' lives, it is known
that they do not work for everyone
for long, since cancer cells rewire
the mechanism by which they trans-
form fuel into energy (metabolism)
in order to avoid the treatments'
effects. Many of these medications
are so-called antimetabolics, which
disrupt cell processes necessary for
tumour growth and survival. Led by
researchers at NYU Langone Health
and its Perlmutter Cancer Center,
the new study shows how cancer
cells survive in an environment
made hostile by the persistent short-
age of the energy from glucose (the
chemical term for blood sugar)
needed to drive tumor growth. This
better understanding of how cancer
cells evade the drugs' attempts to kill
them in a low-glucose environment,
the researchers say, could lead to the
design of better or more effective
combination therapies. Three such
drugs used in the study -- raltitrexed,
N-(phosphonacetyl)-l-aspartate
(PALA), and brequinar -- work to
prevent cancer cells from making
pyrimidines, molecules that are an
essential component to genetic letter
codes, or nucleotides, that make up
RNA and DNA. Cancer cells must
have access to pyrimidine supplies to
produce more cancer cells and to
produce uridine nucleotides, a pri-
mary fuel source for cancer cells as
they rapidly reproduce, grow, and
die. Disrupting the fast-paced but
fragile pyrimidine synthesis path-
ways, as some chemotherapies are
designed to do, can rapidly starve
cancer cells and spontaneously lead
to them dying (apoptosis). Study

results showed that the low-glucose
environment inhabited by cancer
cells, or tumor microenvironment,
stalls cancer cell consumption of
existing uridine nucleotide stores,
making the chemotherapies less
effective.

Normally, uridine nucleotides
would be made and consumed to
help make the genetic letter codes
and fuel cell metabolism. But when
DNA and RNA construction is
blocked by these chemotherapies, so
too is the consumption of uridine
nucleotide pools, the researchers
found, as glucose is needed to change
one form of uridine, UTP, into anoth-
er usable form, UDP-glucose. The
irony, researchers say, is that a low-
glucose tumor microenvironment is
in turn slowing down cellular con-
sumption of uridine nucleotides and
presumably slowing down rates of
cell death. Researchers say cancer
cells need to run out of pyrimidine
building blocks, including uridine
nucleotides, before the cells will self-
destruct. In other experiments, low-
glucose tumor microenvironments
were also unable to activate two pro-
teins, BAX and BAK, sitting on the

surface of mitochondria, a cell's fuel
generator. Activation of these trigger
proteins disintegrates the mitochon-
dria, and instantly sets off a series of
caspase enzymes that help initiate
apoptosis (cell death). "Our study
shows how cancer cells manage to
offset the impact of low-glucose tumor
microenvironments, and how these
changes in cancer cell metabolism
minimize chemotherapy's effective-
ness," said study lead investigator
Minwoo Nam, PhD, a postdoctoral
fellow in the Department of
Pathology at NYU Grossman School
of Medicine and Perlmutter Cancer
Center. "Our results explain what
has until now been unclear about
how the altered metabolism of the
tumor microenvironment impacts
chemotherapy: low glucose slows
down the consumption and
exhaustion of uridine nucleotides
needed to fuel cancer cell growth
and hinders resulting apoptosis,
or death, in cancer cells," said
senior study investigator Richard
Possemato, PhD. Possemato is an
associate professor in the
Department of Pathology at NYU
Grossman School of Medicine and

also a member of Perlmutter
Cancer Center. Possemato, who is
also coleader of the Cancer Cell
Biology Program at Perlmutter,
says his team's study results
could one day be used to develop
chemotherapies or combination
therapies that would change or
trick cancer cells into responding
the same way in a low-glucose
microenvironment as they would
in an otherwise stable glucose
microenvironment. He also says
that diagnostic tests could be
developed to measure how a
patient's cancer cells would most
likely respond to low-glucose
microenvironments and to pre-
dict how well a patient might
respond to a particular
chemotherapy. Possemato says
his team has plans to investigate
how blocking other cancer cell
pathways might trigger apoptosis
in response to these chemothera-
pies. Some experimental drugs,
such as Chk-1 and ATR inhibitors,
already exist that might accom-
plish this, he notes, but more need
to be investigated because Chk-1
and ATR inhibitors are not well tol-
erated by patients. For the study,
researchers performed a scan of
3,000 cancer cell genes known to
be involved in cell metabolism to
determine, by deletion, which were
necessary for cancer cell survival
after chemotherapy. Most of the
genes they found that were essen-
tial to cell survival in low-glucose
tumor environments were also
involved in pyrimidine synthesis, a
precise biological pathway targeted
by many chemotherapies. This
focused their experiments on how
different lab-grown clones of cancer
cells responded to low-glucose after
chemotherapy and what other
chemical processes.

Toronto [Canada] : Researchers at
The Hospital for Sick Children
(SickKids) revealed that stress
alters how our brain encodes and
retrieves aversive memories, and
they developed a potential new
method for restoring adequate
memory specificity in persons suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

If you stumble during a presen-
tation, you might feel stressed the
next time you have to present
because your brain associates
your next presentation with that
one poor and aversive experience.
This type of stress is tied to one
memory. But stress from traumat-
ic events like violence or general-
ized anxiety disorder can spread
far beyond the original event,
known as stress-induced aversive
memory generalization, where
fireworks or car backfires can trig-
ger seemingly unrelated fearful
memories and derail your entire
day. In the case of PTSD, it can
cause much greater negative con-
sequences.

In a study published in Cell,
Drs. Sheena Josselyn and Paul
Frankland, Senior Scientists in the
Neurosciences & Mental Health
program, identify the biological
processes behind stress-induced
aversive memory generalization
and highlight an intervention
which could help restore appropri-
ate memory specificity for people
with PTSD.

"A little bit of stress is good, it's
what gets you up in the morning
when your alarm goes off, but too
much stress can be debilitating,"
says Josselyn, who holds a Canada
Research Chair in Circuit Basis of
Memory. "We know that people
with PTSD show fearful responses
to safe situations or environments,
and have found a way to limit this
fearful response to specific situa-
tions and potentially reduce the
harmful effects of PTSD." Together
with their colleague Dr. Matthew
Hill at the University of Calgary
Hotchkiss Brain Institute, the
research team was able to block
endocannabinoid receptors on
interneurons, and limit stress-
induced aversive memory general-
ization to the specific, appropriate
memory. In a preclinical model,
the research team exposed sub-
jects to an acute, but safe, stress
before an aversive event to create

a non-specific fearful memory that
could be triggered by unrelated
safe situations, similar to how
PTSD presents in humans.

The team then examined the
subject's memory engrams, which
are physical representations of a
memory in the brain pioneered by
the Josselyn and Frankland labs at
SickKids. Usually, engrams are
made up of a sparse number of
neurons, but the stress-induced
memory engrams involved signifi-
cantly more neurons. These larger
engrams produced generalized
fearful memories that were
retrieved even in safe situations.

When they looked closer at
these large engrams, the study
found that stress caused an
increase in the release of endo-
cannabinoids (endogenous
cannabinoids) which disrupted the
function of interneurons, whose
role is it to constrain the size of the
engram.

The endocannabinoid system
enhances memory formation and
helps link lived experiences with
specific behavioural outcomes. In
the amygdala, the emotional pro-
cessing centre of the brain, certain
'gate keeper' interneurons have
special receptors for endocannabi-
noids, and help constrain the size
of the engram and the specificity of
the memory. But, when too many
endocannabinoids are released,
the function of the gatekeeping
interneurons is disrupted, causing
an increase in the size of the
engram. "Endocannabinoid recep-
tors function like a velvet rope at
an exclusive club. When stress
induces the release of too many
endocannabinoids, the velvet rope
falls, causing more generalized
aversive fearful memories to
form," explains Josselyn. "By
blocking these endocannabinoid
receptors just on these specific
interneurons, we could essentially
prevent one of the most debilitat-
ing symptoms of PTSD." In 2023,
previous research in Science iden-
tified larger, more generalized
memory engrams in the develop-
ing brain than in the adult brain,
just like stress-induced memory
engrams. As they continue to
explore this unexpected link
between engram size, stress and
age, the teams are also delving
into how daily stressors may
impact happy memories.

India : SBI Life Insurance, one
of India's most trusted private
life insurers, launched the 1ste-
dition of 'Hack-AI-thon'; a
nationwide innovation initiative
encouraging bright minds to
leverage AI for transforming
the future of life insurance. The
initiative offers a unique plat-
form fortech students, across
India, to co-create solutions for
business-critical challenges in
insurance, with a sharp focus
on transforming customer
experience, product accessibili-
ty and fraud prevention.

The regional rounds of SBI
Life's Hack-AI-thon saw an
overwhelming response with
over 7,500 registrations from
tech students across India.
Following a rigorous selection
process, over 50 teams from
across India were chosen to
present their innovative ideas
at regional locations, held in
Pune, Delhi & Chennai. Out of
these regional finalists, the top
15 teams will be selected for
presenting their innovative
solution at the grand finale in
Mumbai. The jury will rate the

innovative solutions based on
originality, feasibility, and real-
world relevance

Speaking on the inaugural
launch of SBI Life's Hack-AI-
thon, Mr. Ravindra Sharma,
Chief of Brand, Corporate
Communication and CSR, SBI
Life Insurance, said,
"Innovation flourishes when
diverse minds collaborate out-
side conventional

boundaries.By inviting young
talent to solve real life chal-
lenges-such as cybersecurity,
personalization, and fraud pre-
vention- SBI Life's Hack-AI-
thon encourages future-ready
solutions that are deeply
aligned with the evolving
needs of the insurance indus-
try. This initiative reinforces
our commitment to a collabo-
rative, technology-led

approach for enhancing cus-
tomer experience." He added,
"At SBI Life, our purpose is to
liberate individuals to pursue
their dreams by providingnec-
essary security safeguards for
their loved ones. SBI Life
Hack-AI-thon is a natural
extension of this vision- which
empowers the youth to drive
innovations which make insur-
ance simpler, more accessible,
and relevant in a digital-first
world. The creativity and
problem-solving mindset of
participants reaffirms our
belief in the strength of our
coming generations to shape
meaningful change. With this
initiative, we continue deliver-
ing on our promise: not just to
insure lives, but to empower
them-Apne Liye, Apno Ke
Liye." By inviting fresh per-
spectives and collaborative
solutions, the initiative aims to
generate actionable ideas that
align with SBI Life's digital
transformation journey-ulti-
mately shaping a smarter,
more inclusive, and customer-
first insurance experience.

SBI Life launches Hack-AI-thon;accelerates AI-Driven
innovationto shape thefuture of insurance

Lausanne [Switzerland] : Researchers at EPFL
and Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV), led
by professors Gregoire Courtine and Jocelyne
Bloch, have made significant advances in the
treatment of spinal cord injuries (SCI). The sci-
entists boosted the recovery of lower limb move-
ments in two people with partial SCI by deliver-
ing deep brain stimulation (DBS) to an unantic-
ipated region of the brain--the lateral hypothal-
amus (LH), considerably increasing their auton-
omy and well-being.

Wolfgang Jager, a 54-year-old from Kappel,
Austria, has been in a wheelchair since 2006
after a ski accident left him with a spinal cord
injury. Participating in the clinical trial, he expe-
rienced firsthand how deep brain stimulation
could restore his mobility and independence.
"Last year on vacation, it was no problem to
walk a couple of steps down and back to the sea
using the stimulation," Jager shared, describing
the newfound freedom DBS has given him.
Beyond walking, the therapy has improved
everyday tasks. "I can also reach things in my
cupboards in the kitchen," he added. DBS is a
well-established neurosurgical technique that
involves implanting electrodes into specific
brain regions to modulate neural activity.
Traditionally, DBS has been used to treat move-
ment disorders like Parkinson's disease and
essential tremor by targeting areas of the brain
responsible for motor control. However, apply-
ing DBS to the lateral hypothalamus to treat
partial paralysis is a novel approach. By focus-
ing on the LH, the researchers at . Neurorestore
tapped into an unexpected neural pathway that
had not been considered before for motor
recovery.

In the study published in Nature Medicine,
not only did the DBS show immediate results to

augment walking during rehabilitation, but
patients also showed long-term improvement
that persisted even when the stimulation was
turned off. These findings suggest that the treat-
ment promoted a reorganization of residual
nerve fibers that contribute to sustained neuro-
logical improvements. "This research demon-
strates that the brain is needed to recover from
paralysis. Surprisingly, the brain is not able to
take full advantage of the neuronal projections
that survive after a spinal cord injury. Here, we
found how to tap into a small region of the brain
that was not known to be involved in the pro-
duction of walking in order to engage these
residual connections and augment neurological
recovery in people with spinal cord injury," says
Courtine, professor of neuroscience at EPFL,
Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV) and UNIL
and co-director of the .NeuroRestore center.
The success of this DBS therapy hinged on two
complementary approaches: discoveries
enabled by novel methodologies in animal stud-
ies and the translation of these discoveries into
precise surgical techniques in humans. For the
surgery, the researchers used detailed brain
scans to guide the precise locations of the small
electrodes into the brain, performed by Bloch at
CHUV, while the patient was fully awake. "Once
the electrode was in place and we performed
the stimulation, the first patient immediately
said, 'I feel my legs.' When we increased the
stimulation, she said, 'I feel the urge to walk!'
This real-time feedback confirmed we had tar-
geted the correct region, even if this region had
never been associated with the control of the
legs in humans. At this moment, I knew that we
were witnessing an important discovery for the
anatomical organization of brain functions,"
says Bloch, neurosurgeon and professor at the

Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV), UNIL
and EPFL, and co-director of the .NeuroRestore
centre. The identification of the LH as a key
player in motor recovery after paralysis is in
itself an important scientific discovery, given
that this region has traditionally only been
associated with functions like arousal and feed-
ing. This breakthrough emerged from the
development of a novel multi-step methodology
that began with whole-brain anatomical and
functional mapping to establish the role of this
region in walking, followed by experiments in
preclinical models to establish the precise cir-
cuits involved in the recovery. Ultimately, these
results led to clinical trials in human partici-
pants. "It was fundamental research, through
the creation of detailed brain-wide maps, that
allowed us to identify the lateral hypothalamus
in the recovery of walking. Without this foun-
dational work, we would not have uncovered
the unexpected role this region plays in walk-
ing recovery," says Jordan Squair, a lead
author of the study. The advanced imaging
platform at the Wyss Center played a critical
role in this research by providing high-resolu-
tion imaging capabilities that enabled the team
to map the anatomical and functional activity
of neurons across the brain, enabling the iden-
tification of the lateral hypothalamus. These
remarkable results pave the way for new ther-
apeutic applications to augment recovery from
SCI. Future research will explore integrating
DBS with other technologies, such as spinal
implants that have already shown their poten-
tial in restoring movement after SCI.
"Integrating our two approaches--brain and
spinal stimulation--will offer a more compre-
hensive recovery strategy for patients with
spinal cord injuries," says Courtine.

Stimulating hypothalamus restores
walking in paralyzed patients: Study

Here is how cancer cells fend off starvation,
death from chemotherapy, finds study

Brain stimulation
effectiveness tied
to learning ability,

not age : Study

How stress is fundamentally changing 
our memories, finds study
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In this image released by @CM_JnK via X J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah holds a meeting to assess the security
and preparedness along the border and LoC areas. Indian armed forces carried out missile strikes on terror targets
in Pakistan and PoK under 'Operation Sindoor', in retaliation for the Pahalgam terror attack.

Israel strikes

Yemen’s Sanaa
airport 
MI News Service, Tel Aviv: Is-
rael has attacked Yemen’s
Sanaa airport and other lo-
cations in the capital area,
fewer than 24 hours after it
bombed Hodeidah following
a Houthi attack on its main
international airport. Senior
Hamas official Basem Naim
says there is “no sense in en-
gaging in talks or consider-
ing new ceasefire proposals”
as long as Israel’s blockade
and bombing of Gaza con-
tinue. Palestinians in Gaza
tell they will refuse Israeli or-
ders to flee their homes after
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu threatened that
Gaza’s population “will be
moved” as Israel prepares to
launch a new expanded
ground offensive.

Israel’s war on Gaza has
killed at least 52,615 Pales-
tinians and wounded
118,752, according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry. The Govern-
ment Media Office updated
the death toll to more than
61,700, saying thousands of
people missing under the
rubble are presumed dead.
An estimated 1,139 people
were killed in Israel during
the Hamas-led attacks on
October 7, 2023, and more
than 200 were taken captive.
Israel says it ‘fully disabled’
Yemen’s main airport during
attack An Israeli army state-
ment says its air strikes on
the main airport in Yemen’s
capital have caused severe
damage, rendering it non-
functional. “A short while
ago, fighter jets struck and
dismantled Houthi terrorist
infrastructure at the main
airport in Sanaa, fully dis-
abling the airport. … Flight
runways, aircraft, and infra-
structure at the airport were
struck,” the statement said.
“The strikes were carried
out with precision and steps
were taken to mitigate harm
to civilians and civilian infra-
structure.” The army said
that over the past year and a
half, the Houthis have been
“operating under Iranian di-
rection and funding with the
goal of targeting the state of
Israel and its allies, under-
mining regional stability, and
disrupting global freedom of
navigation”.

Post Pope Francis: Debate crops
about possibility of women-Priests
MI News Service, Rome:
When Pope Francis was
elected in 2013, he faced
loud calls to expand the role
of women within the Roman
Catholic Church. To some
extent, he delivered. Fran-
cis opened key meetings to
women; allowed them to
senior roles within the pow-
erful central bureaucracy of
the Church; and appointed
the first female head of the
Vatican governorate. For
some, these were giant
strides for a deeply conser-
vative institution. But to
many others, Francis’s
moves fell short of what was
needed to make the Church
truly inclusive.

Now, as cardinals hold
daily meetings before begin-
ning the process of voting
following his death on April
21, the role of women in the
Church remains a divisive
issue. When the cardinals fi-
nally emerge from their co-
coon in the Vatican, will they
have picked a pope who will
build on Francis’s changes
— or someone who might
roll them back? “Women are
not holding their breath,”
said Kate McElwee, the ex-
ecutive director of Women’s
Ordination Conference, a
nonprofit focused on
women’s rights within
Church institutions. “There
is some anxiety on whether
the next papacy will see
some backsliding on the
progress because there is a
real desire for the project of
[women’s] inclusion to con-
tinue.” Francis’s legacy,

when it comes to women in
the Church, is still up for de-
bate. He gave women the
power to vote on issues re-
lated to the Church at the
Synod of Bishops. He also
appointed a dozen women to
high-ranking positions, in-
cluding Barbara Jatta as the
director of the Vatican Muse-
ums, Sister Raffaella Petrini
as the president of the pow-
erful Vatican City State, and
Sister Simona Brambilla as
the first female prefect of a
Vatican office overseeing re-
ligious orders for both men
and women. Overall,
throughout Pope Francis’s
papacy, the presence of
women in the Church’s
workforce rose from about
19 percent to 23.4 percent,
according to Vatican figures.
But to some, these were just
cosmetic changes. The pope
did not move forward on the
polarising issue of women’s
ordination, particularly as
deacons or priests.

In the Catholic Church,
the role of a deacon involves

certain religious functions,
such as assisting during
mass and performing bap-
tism, but does not allow car-
rying out most sacraments.
Pope Francis set up two
commissions – the first in
2016 and the second in 2020
– to consider whether
women could serve as dea-
cons by studying if that was
the case in the early cen-
turies of the Church. The re-
port produced by the first
group was never released to
the public as the commission
was not able to agree on the
issue, according to Francis,
while the second never con-
cluded its work. In 2024,
during an interview with US
broadcaster CBS, Pope
Francis gave a flat “no” to
the ordination of women
deacons. But a few months
later, he signed off on the
final document of a synod,
saying the issue should re-
main an “open” question.  “It
feels like he unlocked the
door but didn’t fully open it,”
McElwee said.

Sound of Silence: How Howrah Station
Transformed its Signalling Systems

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As the Howrah Division,
Eastern Railway celebrates
its centenary in 2025,
Howrah Station, one of the
busiest railway hubs in
India, has a long history of
technological evolution,
particularly in the area of
train signalling and inter-
locking. From its early days,
when signals consisted of
revolving discs or arms,
Howrah’s signalling systems
have continually adapted to
meet the demands of a
growing, fast-paced railway
network. Over the years,
Howrah Station has seen
several critical advance-
ments in its signalling infra-
structure, ensuring safe and
efficient train operations.

In the late 1890s,
Howrah Station adopted the
List-Morse interlocking sys-
tem, a significant leap in
railway safety and opera-
tions. By 1905, this system
was fully functional, mark-
ing Howrah as a pioneer in
modern railway signalling.
The East Indian Railway
(EIR), which operated the
station, was the first railway
in India to appoint a Signal
Engineer in 1889, a role
that was first held by S. T.
Dutton. Under his leader-
ship, Howrah began transi-

tioning from basic disc sig-
nals to more advanced
rounded colour light signals,
setting the foundation for
future innovations. By 1967,
Howrah Station introduced
the Route Relay Interlocking
(RRI) system, which was de-
signed to safely and effi-
ciently control train
movements in the large and
complex station yard. This

system, which relied on
electronically controlled re-
lays and track circuits,
played a crucial role in
managing the vast number
of trains passing through
Howrah daily. The RRI sys-
tem ensured trains could be
dispatched and received
safely, maintaining opera-
tional stability even during
peak hours.

However, by 2003, the
old RRI system had outlived
its usefulness. The growing
demands of the station,
which now handled 52 pairs
of long-distance trains, 202

pairs of suburban trains,
and over 300 shunting
movements daily, required a
more advanced system. The
challenge was to replace the
old RRI while minimizing
disruption to train services.
After meticulous planning
and coordination, Howrah
Station was temporarily
shut down for 24 hours on
September 13, 2003, to fa-
cilitate the installation of a
new RRI system. This mas-
sive undertaking was com-
pleted in just 22 hours, a
feat that has earned Eastern
Railway recognition as it
aims to have the achieve-
ment included in the Guin-
ness World Records. The
new system at Howrah now
serves 1,197 routes, tracks
187 signals, and operates
156 track circuits with over
72,000 jumper wires. This
significant upgrade has not
only enhanced operational
flexibility but has also ce-
mented Howrah’s position
as a global leader in railway
signalling. Today, Howrah
Station is poised to receive
the rare honour of being
recognized as home to the
world’s largest railway sta-
tion Route Relay Interlock-
ing network, marking yet
another milestone in its il-
lustrious history.

The newly installed RRI control room at
HowrahA dignitary at RRI Cabin   

Cancellation of trains Due to Developmental Work
MI News Service, Kolkata:  The following trains will remain cancelled due to develop-
mental works in Ranchi Division as per following scheduled:

Cancellation of Trains:

Emergence of Merz as 
German Chancellor a big 

win for Right-Wingers 

MI News Service, Berlin:
Conservative leader
Friedrich Merz has been
elected chancellor by Ger-
many’s parliament in a
second round of voting
after his new alliance with
the centre-left Social De-
mocrats was dealt a sur-
prise defeat in the first
attempt. Merz’s failure to
win parliamentary backing
in the first round of voting
was a first for post-war
Germany.

Merz received 325
votes in the second round
of voting. He needed a ma-
jority of 316 out of 630
votes in a secret ballot but
only received 310 votes in
the first round – well short
of the 328 seats held by his
coalition.

Merz’s conservative al-
liance of CDU and Chris-
tian Social Union (CSU)
had topped the polls in the
national elections in Feb-
ruary with 28.5 percent of
the vote, but it still re-
quired at least one coali-
tion partner to form a
majority government. Ger-
many’s incoming Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz shakes

hands with outgoing Chan-
cellor Olaf Schol in the
German lower house of
parliament 

On Monday, the
CDU/CSU reached an
agreement with the cen-
tre-left Social Democratic
Party (SPD), which secured
16.4 percent in the elec-
tions after the collapse of
Olaf Scholz’s government
last year. Their agreement
has mapped out plans to
revive growth, such as re-
ducing corporate taxes
and lowering energy
prices. It is also promising
strong support for Ukraine
as it battles to repel Rus-
sia’s invasion, and higher
military spending. The
new chancellor’s in-tray
would also include the
Trump administration’s
confrontational trade pol-
icy and domestic issues,
such as the rise of the far-
right, anti-immigrant
party. Germany, the most
populous member state of
the 27-nation European
Union, has the continent’s
biggest economy and
serves as a diplomatic
heavyweight.

Germany: Far-right
AFD files lawsuit
against ‘extremist’
classification
MI News Service, Berlin:
Throughout the West, radical
leftist groups and govern-
ments have sought to mar-
ginalize the right with the
explicit intention of driving a
Marxist agenda. AfD is the
second largest political party
in Germany, and is the official
opposition party. It is calling
the Federal Office for the Pro-
tection of the Constitution
(BfV)’s classification of it as
“extremist” unlawful. The
BfV has branded the AfD as
“a racist and anti-Muslim”
party — terms used by the far
left to smear anyone who up-
holds Western standards of
freedom and human rights,
and/or criticizes Islam.

The truth is that far-left-
ists manipulate identity poli-
tics to suit their political
agendas.  There is a popular
notion that how many leftist
organizations bemoan the
persecution of Christians and
other minorities in Islamic
countries, or pay any atten-
tion to blacks killing blacks in
Africa, or even to black-on-
black crime in America? It is
perceived that their move-
ment is grounded in hatred of
Western culture and its tradi-
tions, and of its “colonial”
sins. The public is slowly
awakening. Let’s hope this
groundbreaking case against
the AfD fails, and ends up as
a victory for the party. It is a
clear fact that Germany and
other Western countries are
being Islamized on one side,
while Marxism rises on the
other. Germany was China’s
largest trading partner be-
tween 2016 and 2023. China
has a growing grip on key
German industries. The Chi-
nese communist party is
rooted in Marxism–Leninism,
albeit adapted with “Chinese
characteristics.”

Should AfD win its court
challenge and rise in Ger-
many, it will be a huge win
against the far-left strong-
hold, with implications be-
yond German borders.
Far-right party Alternative for
Germany has already filed a
lawsuit challenging a decision
last week by Germany’s do-
mestic intelligence agency to
classify the party as an ex-
tremist organisation. A
spokesperson for the admin-
istrative court in Cologne said
the lawsuit and a correspon-
ding emergency petition had
been submitted, both of
which would be reviewed
once the BfV domestic intelli-
gence agency had confirmed
that it had been notified. The
extremist classification an-
nounced allows the spy
agency to step up monitoring
of the AfD, for example by re-
cruiting informants and inter-
cepting party
communications.

The agency’s 1,100-page
experts’ report, which is not
to be released to the public,
found the AfD to be a racist
and anti-Muslim organisa-
tion…. The AfD says its des-
ignation as extremist is a
politically motivated attempt
to discredit and criminalize
it…. Senior members of the
Trump administration in the
U.S. have denounced the
AfD’s classification as extrem-
ist, with Secretary of State
Marco Rubio saying Germany
should reverse course. 

Romania: PM resigns after far
right wins presidential vote

MI News Service,
Bucharest : Romanian
Prime Minister Marcel Cio-
lacu has resigned, a day
after a far-right opposition
leader won the first round
of the presidential election
rerun and his own candi-
date crashed out of the
race. Ciolacu said that his
centre-left Social Demo-
cratic Party (PSD) would
withdraw from the pro-
Western coalition – effec-
tively ending it – while
cabinet ministers will stay
on in an interim capacity
until a new majority
emerges after the presi-
dential run-off.

Hard-right eurosceptic
George Simion decisively
swept the ballot, with
some 41 percent of votes,
and will face Bucharest
Mayor Nicusor Dan, an in-
dependent centrist, in a
May 18 run-off. Coalition
candidate Crin Antonescu
came third. “Rather than

let the future president re-
place me, I decided to re-
sign myself,” Ciolacu said.

Although Ciolacu’s left-
ist PSD won the most seats
in a December 1 parlia-
mentary election, Simion’s
Alliance for the Union of
Romanians (AUR) and two
other far-right groupings,
one with overt pro-Russian
sympathies, won more
than a third of the seats to
become a clear political
force.

The Social Democrats
had formed a coalition
government with the cen-
trist Liberals and ethnic
Hungarian UDMR to help
keep the European Union
and NATO state on a pro-
Western course. A govern-
ing majority that cordons
off the far-right in the leg-
islature cannot be formed
without it.“This coalition is
no longer legitimate,” Cio-
lacu told reporters after a
party meeting.

Bangladesh: Jihadis rally
against proposals to grant
equal rights to women
MI News Service, Dhaka:
Thousands of supporters of
an Islamist group rallied in
Bangladesh’s capital on Sat-
urday to denounce proposed
recommendations for ensur-
ing equal rights, including
ones related to property, for
mainly Muslim women.
Leaders of the Hefazat-e-
Islam group said the pro-
posed legal reforms are
contradictory to the Sharia
law. More than 20,000 fol-
lowers of the group rallied
near the Dhaka University,
some carrying banners and
placards reading “Say no to
Western laws on our women,
rise up Bangladesh.” The
group threatened to organize
rallies on May 23 across the
country if the government
didn’t meet their demands.

Mamunul Haque, a
leader of the group, de-
manded that the interim
government’s reforms com-
mission be abolished and its
members punished for the
proposed changes. 

Cyprus: Turkish
Muslims protest
against Islamization 
MI News Service, Nicosia:
These Turkish Cypriots
could, once again, give up
their pretense of a “Turkish
Republic of Northern
Cyprus,” and reunite with
the Greek Christians on the
island Thousands of Turkish
Cypriots took to the streets in
the northern half of Nicosia
to protest against attempts
by the government to make
the country more Islamic.
The protest was the latest in
a series of demonstrations
organised by trade unions,
who have expressed con-
cerns about the erosion of
secularism by the right wing
government. In particular,
protest organisers are wor-
ried about the introduction
of Islam into the education
system. Demonstrators held
up placards saying “It won’t
pass” and “Cyprus will stay
secular”. The protests began
in April after Turkish-
Cypriot authorities scrapped
a ban on the wearing of
headscarves in high schools.

The move was swiftly
condemned as an encroach-
ment into the strictly secular
education system aimed at
the eventual “Islamisation”
of Turkish Cypriot society.
Elma Eylem, president of the
Teachers’ Union KTOEÖS,
said the rule change was a
blatant attempt at “social
engineering” and at assert-
ing the dominance of politi-
cal Islam over the country by
Turkey. 

US and Iran-Backed
Houthis Agree
Upon A Ceasefire
MI News Service, New York:
Mediators have announced
a ceasefire between The
United States and Yemen's
Houthis, saying the deal
would ensure "freedom of
navigation" in the Red Sea,
AFP reported. This an-
nouncement comes after
U.S. President Donald
Trump said the country
would end attacks against
the Houthis since the Iran-
backed rebels agreed to
stop harassing ships. He
made no mention of the re-
cent attacks in Yemen’s
capital. Omani Foreign
Minister Badr Albusaidi on
Tuesday said that after the
recent discussions and
contacts with the aim of
de-escalation, a ceasefire
agreement between the
two sides has been
reached, AFP reported.
"Neither side will target
the other ... ensuring free-
dom of navigation and the
smooth flow of interna-
tional commercial ship-
ping" in the Red Sea,
Albusaidi said. 
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NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former
Indian head coach and legend
Anil Kumble praised Gujarat
Titans (GT) bowling performance,
highlighting GT spinner Sai
Kishore's exceptional left-arm
spin that removed key batters
against Mumbai Indians (MI) on
Tuesday in the ongoing Indian
Premier League (IPL).

He also noted that GT's batting
in the chase was commendable,
despite some earlier fielding
issues. "GT's bowling effort was
outstanding. The first six overs
were a bit sloppy in the field --
had they taken those catches, this
game might have ended much
earlier. That said, all their bowlers
performed well. Sai Kishore was
exceptional -- his left-arm spin
removed two of the biggest
threats, Suryakumar Yadav and
Hardik Pandya. We've seen these
two take games away repeatedly.
For me, Sai Kishore was the
unsung hero, delivering four
impactful overs. And despite all
the stoppages, GT's batting effort
in the chase was equally com-
mendable," JioStar expert Anil
Kumble said while speaking on
Match Centre Live on JioHotstar.

Coming to the match, GT won
the toss and opted to bowl first. A
71-run stand between Will Jacks
(53 in 35 balls, with five fours and
three sixes) and Suryakumar
Yadav (35 in 24 balls, with five
fours) was the highlight as wickets
fell regularly, restricting MI to
155/8 in their 20 overs.

Sai Kishore (2/34) was the pick
of the bowlers for GT, while
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Arshad Khan, Rashid
Khan, and Gerald Coetzee took a
wicket each. The run-chase was a
rollercoaster ride for both teams.
GT did lose Sai Sudharsan early,
but a 72-run stand between skip-
per Shubman Gill (43 in 46 balls,
with three fours and a six) and Jos
Buttler (30 in 27 balls, with three
fours and a six) marked their
comeback in the game.

In the 14th over, with GT
107/2, a rain break was taken
with GT ahead as per the DLS
Method. After the break, Jasprit
Bumrah (2/19) and Trent Boult
(2/22) brought MI back in the
game, collapsing GT to 132/6 in 18
overs at the start of another rain
break. This time, GT was behind.
When the game finally resumed,
the revised target was 147 runs
with one more over left. Rahul
Tewatia (11*) and Gerald Coetzee
(12) single-handedly finished the
job for GT, earning them a win by
three wickets on a last-ball
thriller. Gill was given the 'Player
of the Match' award.

"He deserves to be the most expensive player in League":
Aakash Chopra hails Jasprit Bumrah's masterclass
MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) :
Despite Mumbai Indians (MI)
falling short against Gujarat
Titans in a thrilling encounter in
Mumbai, Jasprit Bumrah once
again proved why he's regarded
as one of the finest bowlers of his
generation. The ace pacer deliv-
ered a stunning spell, finishing
with figures of 2/19 in his four
overs, against Gujarat Titans (GT).

JioStar cricket expert Aakash
Chopra was effusive in his praise
for Bumrah, calling him a "once-
in-a-generation talent" and high-
lighting the significance of his
timely breakthroughs.

"Bumrah has made it a habit to
produce game-changing spells,"
Chopra said on JioHotstar.

"Coming in right after the
strategic timeout and rain break,
he dismissed Shubman Gill and
then Shahrukh Khan, swinging
the momentum back to MI. He's a
once-in-a-generation talent -- you
could talk about him endlessly,"

he added.
Although Mumbai lost the

game by three wickets --
Bumrah's efforts stood out as a
beacon of brilliance. Chopra fur-
ther added that Bumrah's true

value remains underappreciated
in the franchise system.

"Frankly, he deserves to be the
most expensive player in the
league. It's unfortunate that he
isn't," he remarked.

Bumrah's spell reaffirmed his
status as one of the most feared
and admired bowlers in the game
capable of turning matches on
their head, no matter the condi-
tions or pressure.

Coming to the match, GT won
the toss and opted to bowl first. A
71-run stand between Will Jacks
(53 in 35 balls, with five fours and
three sixes) and Suryakumar
Yadav (35 in 24 balls, with five
fours) was the highlight as wickets
fell regularly, restricting MI to
155/8 in their 20 overs.

Sai Kishore (2/34) was the pick
of the bowlers for GT, while
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Arshad Khan, Rashid
Khan and Gerald Coetzee took a
wicket each. The run-chase was a
rollercoaster ride for both teams.
GT did lose Sai Sudharsan early,
but a 72-run stand between skip-
per Shubman Gill (43 in 46 balls,
with three fours and a six) and Jos
Buttler (30 in 27 balls, with three

fours and a six) marked their
comeback in the game.

In the 14th over, with GT
107/2, a rain break was taken
with GT ahead as per the DLS
Method. After the break, Jasprit
Bumrah (2/19) and Trent Boult
(2/22) brought MI back in the
game, collapsing GT to 132/6 in 18
overs at the start of another rain
break. This time, GT was behind.

When the game finally
resumed, the revised target was
147 runs with one more over left.
Rahul Tewatia (11*) and Gerald
Coetzee (12) single-handedly fin-
ished the job for GT, earning them
a win by three wickets on a last-
ball thriller.

GT is at the top with eight
wins, three losses and 16 points,
while MI sits at fourth with seven
wins and five losses, giving them
14 points. Their six-match win
streak is finally broken.Gill was
given the 'Player of the Match'
award.

IPL 2025: PBKS-MI clash shifted to

Mumbai from Dharamshala; PBKS-DC

game also uncertain, say BCCI Sources
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
match between Punjab Kings
(PBKS) and Mumbai Indians
(MI) of the ongoing Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025
season has been shifted from
the Himachal Pradesh Cricket
Association Stadium in
Dharamshala to Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai after
Indian Army successfully con-
ducted the execution of
'Operation Sindoor', which tar-
geted nine anti-Indian terror
infrastructures in both
Pakistan and the Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), in
retaliation to the Pahalgam terror attack.

"The match between Mumbai Indians and Punjab Kings shifted to
Mumbai from Dharmshala, as the Airport of Dharmshala has been
closed, and the match was scheduled on May 11," a BCCI source told
ANI. There are also possibilities that PBKS' next fixture against Delhi
Capitals (DC) at Dharamsala can also be reworked as the airlines
have cancelled their flight operations in 11 cities across north, north-
western and central India till May 10 which include Srinagar,
Jammu, Amritsar, Leh, Chandigarh, Dharamshala, Bikaner, Jodhpur,
Gwalior, Kishangarh, and Rajkot.

"The match schedule between DC and PBKS tomorrow is also in
danger as BCCI realises Dharamshala is near the border, and the
board is in touch with the government and waiting to get clearance
for the match," the BCCI source added.

As Dharamshala is located near the India-Pakistan border, there
might be a threat at this venue, so there is a chance that the Punjab-
based franchise will play their remaining home matches at a differ-
ent place.

On Wednesday, the Indian Armed Forces successfully struck nine
terror targets using special precision munitions in a coordinated
operation called Operation Sindoor, destroying four in Pakistan,
including Bahawalpur, Muridke, Sarjal, and Mehmoona Joya, and
five in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK).

The operation was jointly carried out by the Indian Army, Navy,
and Air Force, with the mobilisation of assets and troops. The strikes
on all nine targets were successful, sources further revealed. The
Indian forces selected the locations to target top Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) leaders involved in sponsoring ter-
rorist activities in India. This was India's deepest strike inside
Pakistan's undisputed territory since 1971. This marks New Delhi's
most significant military action within Pakistani territory in over five
decades.

Ravindra Jadeja remains
at top, Mehidy Hasan
rises in latest ICC Men's
Test Player Rankings
DUBAI [UAE] : Star India spinner Ravindra Jadeja remained at the
top, whereas Bangladesh cricketer Mehidy Hasan Miraz rose in the
latest ICC Men's Test Player Rankings for all-rounders, as per the ICC
official website.

Miraz gained one place to move to second overall on the latest
rankings for Test all-rounders on the back of his heroics for
Bangladesh in their recent Test series against Zimbabwe, with
Jadeja's lead at the top now under 100 rating points.

The in-form Miraz scored 116 runs and claimed 15 wickets across
the two Tests and was rewarded on the updated ICC Men's Test
Player Rankings by improving to a new career-best rating of 327
points and within 73 rating points of No. 1-ranked Jadeja.

Miraz was instrumental in Bangladesh's triumph in the second
Test against Zimbabwe in Chattogram, with the 27-year-old scoring
a vital century for his side when coming into bat at No.7 and then
bowling his side to victory with a five-wicket haul on the third and
final day of the match.

His efforts also saw improvements come in other individual cate-
gories, with Miraz improved eight places to 55th on the list for Test
batters following his second Test century.

England veteran Joe Root remained out in front of the Test batter
rankings, with experienced Zimbabwe left-hander Sean Williams (up
two places to 19th) and Bangladesh opener Shadman Islam (up 17 to
60) also making gains following decent contributions in Chattogram.

Miraz also rose two places to 24th overall on the updated list for
Test bowlers, with Bangladesh teammates Taijul Islam (up seven
spots to 16th) and Nayeem Hasan (up six rungs to 54th) making
ground after solid efforts against Zimbabwe.

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah maintained his lead as the No. 1-
ranked Test bowler, with Zimbabwe spinner Vincent Masekesa enter-
ing the rankings for the first time just outside the top 100 following
his impressive display on debut during the Bangladesh Test.

MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) : The
National Basketball Association
(NBA) announced that the first-
ever BUDX NBA House in India,
an interactive fan event celebrat-
ing the convergence of basketball,
music and culture, will take place

on June 7 and June 8 at the
DOME, SVP Stadium, in Mumbai,
as per a release from NBA.

Held in conjunction with the
2025 NBA Finals, the two-day
event will feature basketball-
themed activities, live musical
performances, meet-and-greets
with five-time NBA champion
Derek Fisher and Naismith
Basketball Hall of Famer Gary
Payton, photo opportunities with
the Larry O'Brien Trophy, as well
as performances by Sacramento
Kings mascot Slamson, the Kings
Dancers and the Kings' dunk
team.

"The first BUDX NBA House
will be a must-visit destination for

the passionate NBA fans in India
to come together and celebrate
their love of the game amid the
excitement of the NBA Finals,"
said NBA Asia Head of Strategy
and NBA India Country Head
Rajah Chaudhry, as quoted from a
release by NBA

"We look forward to bringing
this signature showcase of the
NBA, music and culture to India at
a time when there is incredible
momentum around basketball in
the country," he added.

BUDX NBA House in India fol-
lows previous editions of NBA
House held in Brazil, Canada,
France, Mexico, the U.S., and the
UK.

LONDON [UK], : England Women
stars Sophia Dunkley and Sophie
Ecclestone were among the
attendees for the T20 World Cup
2026 launch event, and the pair
recalled the 2017 tournament
with much excitement, where
they emerged as champions by
defeating India Women by nine
runs.

Excitement is building as the
10th edition of the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup returns to
England in 2026, as per the ICC
official website.

Prominent cricketing person-
alities converged at a launch
event at Lord's last week to con-
firm the dates and venues for the
global mega-event.

This will be the first women's
ICC tournament in England since
the ICC Women's Cricket World
Cup in 2017.

In that tournament, the hosts
managed to overcome India in a
thrilling final to win the title.

Like the 2017 World Cup, the

2026 T20 World Cup will also
have the final staged at the pres-
tigious Lord's Cricket Ground in
London. "Having watched 2017,
there's no other kind of bigger
motivation than to want to do it
myself and inspire lots of young
girls and boys to play cricket
themselves. So it would be
incredibly special. And yeah,
something that you kind of dream
of growing up," Dunkley said,
when discussing what it would

mean to walk out on the pitch for
England next year, as quoted by
the ICC.

Dunkley was one of those
present in the jam-packed stadi-
um during England's afternoon of
magic eight years ago, wherein
they halted a cruising India, who
were 191/3 in pursuit of 229 at
one stage, to take the title
decider by nine runs.

"In 2017, I was seated in the
stand, I think somewhere over

there on the right (pointing), and
what a great occasion it was,"
Dunkley said.

he win bore greater signifi-
cance since Dunkley was a young
cricketer on the verge of her
international debut, which she
eventually made in 2018.

"I think it was really inspiring
for me as a player, kind of com-
ing through the pathways and
really wanting to be involved in
that team. It was really special
for me to watch that, and then be
part of the England team later on
that year was something incredi-
ble. So to have a home World
Cup, to have watched it in the
crowd and to have a competition
like that to look forward to next
year is really, really special," she
added.

Ecclestone, the leader in the
ICC Women's Bowling Rankings
in both white-ball formats, was
already an England international
when she watched the 2017 final
from the stands.

"GT's bowling effort was
outstanding"; Anil Kumble
praises Gujarat bowlers

Sophia Dunkley, Sophie Ecclestone confident of
repeating 2017 heroics at home during T20WC 2026

First-ever BUDX NBA House in
India to take place in June

SKEET SHOOTER
MAHESHWARI CALLS
PARIS 2024
OLYMPICS A "BIG
LEARNING", FEELS
GOLDEN ERA OF
INDIAN SHOOTING
HAS ARRIVED
NEW DELHI : Indian skeet
shooter and Olympian
Maheshwari Chauhan spoke
about her preparations for the
ISSF Shooting World Cup
being held in Cyprus and her
Olympic debut in Paris last
year.

Maheshwari, who will be
taking part in the women's
skeet event during the World
Cup in Cyprus from
Wednesday onwards, recently
spoke to ANI about her win at
Italian Grand Prix, how it
serves as a practice for the
World Cup and her debut at
Paris Olympics last year.

Speaking about her win in
the Italian Grand Prix,
Maheshwari said that it
served as a match practice for
her ahead of the World Cup in
Cyprus, and she took part in
the event to see where her
game and training were at.

"Not such a big win as it is
for Italian nationals, mainly.
But there is a category for for-
eign shooters. I won there. It
was just competition prepara-
tion for my upcoming World
Cup, and I had gone there for
practice. 

Kolkata Knight Riders' Rahmanullah Gurbaz plays a shot during the IPL 2025 match

against Chennai Super Kings, at Eden Gardens, in Kolkata on Wednesday.      (ANI Photo)

AFFIDAVIT

I, Rajesh
Prasad, age
36 years, s/o
Late Ramdev
Saw, resident
of village
Bere, PO: Lat,
PS:
Chhipadohar,
District: Latehar Vide affidavit
No. 15775 dated May 3, 2025
do hereby declare the following
that
1. I am resident of the above
mentioned village
2. That my daughter's name as
per Aadhaar no: 455090158017
is Baishno Kumari which is
wrong. The real name of my
daughter as per birth certificate
no B-2024:20-02641-000006
dated May 1, 2025 is Vaishnavi
Kumari and her date of birth is
July 5, 2013. 
3. From today henceforth my
daughter will be known as
Vaishnavi Kumari for all purpos-
es in future.
4. This affidavit is declared the
real name of my daughter which
is Vaishnavi Kumari.


