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West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee is offering the job of Home Guard in Bengal police to the widow of slain Army
jawan Jhantu Ali Sheikf at a programme at Suti in  violence hit Murshidabad district on Tuesday..

Mamata Banerjee blames opposition and BSF
for orchestrating violence in Murshidabad "Not Riots, We Want Peace", says 

Mamata Banerjee In MurshidabadMI News Service, Bahram-
pur (Murshidabad) : West
Bengal Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has
squarely blamed  the BJP
and the BSF for violence
that took place in the bor-
der areas of Murshidabad
district last month leaving
three people dead and over
300 arrested. Speaking at a
meeting at Bahrampur be-
fore leaving for the affected
areas on Tuesday, she al-
leged that the unrest near
the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der areas of Suti and
Samsherganj in the district
took place  because of the
opposition party and the
firing resorted to by the
BSF. In that context, she
without naming  Union
Home minister Amit
Shah,said " I wonder who
is running the country ?. I
will tell him, don't do divi-
sive politics sitting on a
chair. Instead of communal

unrest, focus on protecting
the borders."

Reiterating that vio-
lence in Murshidabad,
which started  during
protests against the
amended Waqf Act, was
“pre-planned’, the Chief
minister asked how the un-
rest suddenly began
around the protest sites ?
Why the situation went out
of hand? Who is behind it?
However, I am investing
everything and the full
truth about this matter will
be revealed soon." Alleging
that Bengali migrant work-
ers in  several other states
are now being harassed for
speaking in Bengali lan-
guage, the Chief Minister
asked these  migrant work-
ers to return to West Ben-
gal and find  suitable jobs
here.

Turning her attention to
the affairs of Murshidabad,
Mamata Banerjee said

new sub-division offices are
being formed for the people
of Suti, Dhulian and
Farakka. She also laid the
foundation stone and inau-
gurated as many as 167
projects and announced
new projects worth about
Rs  718 crore in Murshid-
abad district.

In addition Chief Minis-
ter  Mamata Banerjee an-
nounced from an
administrative meeting at
Suti, a government job for
the wife of Army jawan
Jhantu Ali Sheikh, who
laid down his life in a re-
cent gun battle with mili-
tants in Jammu and
Kashmir. The wife of the
deceased  jawan stood by
her side when the Chief
Minister made this an-
nouncement that she would
be given a Home Guard job
in addition  to a financial
compensation of Rs 10
lakhs. The state adminis-

tration will also take the re-
sponsibility for the educa-
tion of the jawan's
children, Mamata Banerjee
said. Later she handed over
symbolic keys to the victims
of last month’s violence,
under the 'Banglar Bari
Project'.

From Suti the Chief
Minister went to Shamsh-
erganj  in the same district
by helicopter and talked to
the affected families at the
BDO office there.

Incidentally Mamata
Banerjee who is on a two-
day visit to Murshidabad,
reached Berhampur on
Monday afternoon. After
spending a night there , she
left for  Dhulian, Shamsh-
erganj, and Suti and met
the violence affected fami-
lies there on Tuesday. She
is also scheduled to hold a
meeting on the law and
order situation in Jangipur
later in the day. 

Mamata Banerjee provides 
job to slain Army jawan

Jhantu Ali Sheikh's widow
MI News Service, Suti (Murshidabad) :
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday provided the
widow of  Indian Army Havildar
Jhantu Ali Sheikh, who laid down his
life during an encounter in a  terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kashmir last
month, with the job of a Home Guard
in Bengal police  and assured the fam-
ily of all help in future.

Speaking at a meeting at the vio-
lence affected Suti in Murshidabad dis-
trict this afternoon  the Chief minister
said the state government has taken
the responsibility of providing  proper
education to  the slain jawan Sheikh's
children.

Sheikh died in a gun battle be-
tween security forces and terrorists
during a search operation in Jammu &

Kashmir's Udhampur area last month.
"Jhantu Ali Sheikh of Tehatta in

Krishnanagar has given his life for the
nation. We are proud of him, we salute
him. Today, his wife Shahnaz Sheikh is
getting a job as a home guard in Krish-
nanagar Police District. We have taken
the responsibility for the education of
the children,"Mamata  Banerjee said.

In addition the state government
has given the family Rs 10 lakh as
compensation, she said and assured
the family that she would always be
there as a member of their family.

Since Tuesday Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee is on a two-day trip to
Murshidabad district, where she met
the victims of last month's violence in
which three people were killed and
over 300 arrested.

MI News Service, Suti
(Murshidabad)  : West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee  has emphasized
that peace and complete
harmony must be main-
tained  in the state at all
costs and alleged that mis-
creants and rioters were
brought from outside,

Speaking at various
places of   Murshidabad
district, including Suti,
Sasherganj and Dhulian
which had witnessed mas-
sive violence between the
communities claiming
three lives and loss of huge
property in arson, ran-
sacking and loot last
month.

She urged people to not
indulge in any sort of vio-
lence and regretted that it
happened during the
protests over the Waqf
Amendment Act. She also
assured  that the new Act
will not be implemented in
West Bengal. "Rioters
were brought to the state
from outside, do not get
provoked by them. Do not
create division among peo-
ple by listening to people
from the BJP," Mamata
Banerjee cautioned.

Her statement comes
after protests over Waqf
laws turned violent in
parts of Murshidabad, in-
cluding Samserganj, Suti,
and Dhulian, killing three
persons. On the first day of
her Murshidabad visit on
Monday, she had called the
BJP a "heavily-loaded
virus" that spreads com-
munal tension and hatred.
Her attack on the party
comes as the state pre-
pares to go to polls this this
year.

While in the violence-
hit district, the Trinamool
Congress chief met the
families of those impacted
by the clashes. She as-
sured the affected families
of all possible government
support and promised
strict action against those
responsible for inciting the
violence

The Waqf Amendment
Act was passed by both
Houses of the Parliament

and then given assent by
President Droupadi
Murmu. The law, govern-
ing Muslim charitable as-
sets and properties,
mandates having non-
Muslims on the Waqf
boards. The Supreme
court will  soon hear pleas,
to be heard by a Bench led
by the next Chief Justice
BR Gavai, challenging its
implementation.

Terming the violence in
Murshidabad as ‘orches-
trated’ and ‘well planned’,
Mamata Banerjee once
again  fired off a political
salvo at the BJP-ruled Cen-
tre, accusing it of “creating
communal tensions”. She
added: “Instead of in-
dulging in communal vio-
lence, please take care of
the borders. Please take
care of India. We love
India, it is our motherland.
Please save the country
from any disaster. Please
give justice to those who
have lost their dear ones.
Do not do nasty and dirty
politics. I am the last per-
son to tolerate nasty poli-
tics.” Speaking on the
Governor’s report to the
Centre, before boarding
the helicopter to Murshid-
abad, Banerjee said: “I
have no information about
Bose’s report to the MHA.
The Governor’s health is
not okay. Let us pray to
God for his speedy recov-
ery.” Asserting that the sit-
uation in Murshidabad has

stabilised, Banerjee said:
“I could have come to Mur-
shidabad earlier but if
there is no peace and sta-
bility there, we should not
come and disturb. Stability
has returned long back
and so I am comeing
there,” she remarked. The
Governor’s report to Union
Home minister Amit Shah
flagged rising radicalisa-
tion and communal polari-
sation, administrative
collapse and lack of coor-
dination between state
agencies, recommenda-
tions for a Commission of
Inquiry, permanent BSF-
CAPF outposts and tighter
border surveillance. There
was also a reference to Ar-
ticle 356 (President’s Rule)
as a potential measure if
the situation worsens.

Banerjee said that she
had been inquiring into the
events that led to the vio-
lence in the district .“Why
did the BSF fire shots? If
BSF hadn’t fired shots this
violence would not have
happened,” she added.
claiming that those on ad-
ministrative positions
should not discriminate on
religion. “If you are occu-
pying a chair, you cannot
divide the people of two
communities. Don’t play
nasty and dirty politics.
Try to be honest, sincere,
and reasonable when you
are in your chair. Peace
and communal harmony
should prevail,”she said.

West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee is addressing
a rally at  Suti in Murshidabad district  on Tuesday.

Government to review preparations 
for civil defence mock drills

Govt officials review the facilities for Amarnath Yatra in July

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Union Home Secre-
tary Govind Mohan  has
directed the ministry offi-
cials to review the prepa-
rations for strengthening
the country’s civil defence
mechanisms that include
conducting mock drills on
air-raid warning sirens,
training civilians to pro-
tect themselves in the
event of a "hostile attack"
and cleaning bunkers
and trenches.

.The Union Home
Secretary  has convened
a crucial meeting on
Tuesday with the chief
secretaries of all states
and Union Territories
(UTs) to review measures
and finalise protocols for
a massive  Nationwide
civil defence mock drill.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has asked all
states to conduct mock
drills on Wednesday,
given the "new and com-
plex threats" that have

emerged amid rising ten-
sions with Pakistan fol-
lowing the Pahalgam
terror attack.

"The home secretary
will review the prepara-
tions for civil defence
being made across 244
districts. Chief secretaries
and heads of civil defence
from across the country
will participate in the
meeting via video confer-
encing,"  official sources
said on Tuesday.

According to a home
ministry communication,
the measures to be taken

during the mock drills in-
clude the operationalisa-
tion of air-raid warning
sirens, training civilians
on civil-defence aspects
to protect themselves in
the event of a "hostile at-
tack" and cleaning
bunkers and trenches.

The other measures
are provisions for crash-
blackout measures, early
camouflaging of vital
plants and installations
and updating and re-
hearsing evacuation
plans. The mock drills
also include the opera-

tionalisation of hotline
and radio-communica-
tion links with the Indian
Air Force (IAF), testing
the functionality of con-
trol rooms and shadow
control rooms.

"In the current geo-
political scenario, new
and complex threats and
challenges have
emerged, hence, it would
be prudent that optimum
civil defence prepared-
ness in the states/UTs is
maintained at all times,"
the letter from the Direc-
torate General Fire Serv-
ice, Civil Defence and
Home Guards to the
states and UTs said.

It said the govern-
ment has decided to or-
ganise a civil defence
exercise and rehearsal
across the 244 cate-
gorised civil defence dis-
tricts in the country on
May 7. "The conduct

nn Continued on Page 3

MI News Service ,Jammu : A
thorough development plan to
enhance civic amenities for the
upcoming Amarnath Yatra was
reviewed by the government
authorities here on Tuesday.

Informing this official
sources said the review focused
on improving infrastructure
and sanitation to ensure a
smooth experience for thou-
sands of devotees expected to
participate in the annual pil-
grimage to the revered 3,880-
metre-high Amarnath cave
shrine in the south Kashmir Hi-
malayas, they said.

The 38-day yatra is sched-
uled to commence on July 3
from the twin routes -- the tra-
ditional 48-km Pahalgam route
in Anantnag district and the 14-
km shorter but steeper Baltal
route in Ganderbal district. The
first batch of pilgrims will leave
the Jammu base camp on July
2.

Informed sources said  the
Divisional Commissioner
Ramesh Kumar today chaired a
meeting to review the develop-
ment plan for augmentation of
civic amenities and renovation
works for smooth conduct of

Amarnath Yatra 2025 enroute
Jammu division.

The meeting attended by

MD JPDCL, Commissioner JMC,
Deputy Commissioners of
Kathua, Samba, Jammu, Ud-

hampur, Reasi, Ramban and of-
ficials from Tourism, RDD,
PWD, Health and Jal Shakti dis-
cussed the execution of the
identified works as per the ap-
proved works plan. The Divi-
sional Commissioner directed
the District Administrations and
concerned Heads of depart-
ments for floating tenders of the
works at the earliest. The dis-
trict wise works approved in-
cluded repair, renovation and
augmentation of basic ameni-
ties such as power, water, toilet
facilities at the various lodge
and centres in the districts en

route the annual holy pilgrim-
age.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed MD JPDCL to
start work for providing power
supply to the lodge and centres
and Yatra camps at Lakhanpur
Kathua, Bhagwati Nagar
Jammu and in Chanderkote
Ramban and illumination
works. He further asked the
Commissioner JMC and Deputy
Commissioner Jammu to start
the process for tenders of works
at Yatra camp Bhagwati

nn Continued on Page 3

Heavily armed
woman Naxalite
leader killed in
encounter in
Chhattisgarh
MI NewsService,
Raipur : A heavily
armed woman mem-
ber of a Naxalite gang
was killed in an en-
counter with security
forces in Chhattis-
garh's Bijapur district
amid the ongoing
massive anti-Naxal
operation in the area
on Tueday. Informing
this a senior police of-
ficial said  today that
the fierce encounter
took place on Monday
night in the forest
around Karregutta
hills along Chhattis-
garh-Telangana bor-
der,

Quoting Inspector
General of Police, Bas-
tar Range, P Sundar-
raj, the official said
with this encounter,
the bodies of four
women Maoists have
been recovered in the
area since security
forces launched the
operation, involving
some 24,000 person-
nel from different
units, on April 21..

A number of auto-
matic and .303 rifles
were recovered from
the site of the  en-
counter this morning,
Sundarraj said.

On April 24, three
women Naxalites were
killed on Karregutta
Hills and a huge cache
of weapons, explosives
and other materials
was recovered.

The ongoing oper-
ation, said to be one
of the biggest counter-
insurgency operations
launched in Bastar re-
gion, involves person-
nel of the District
Reserve Guard, Bastar
Fighters and Special
Task Force, all units
of the Chhattisgarh
police; Central Re-
serve Police Force
(CRPF) and its elite
unit CoBRA, among
others.

The operation was
launched following in-
puts about the pres-
ence of some senior
cadres of the `battal-
ion number 1' -- con-
sidered to be the
strongest military for-
mation of the Maoists
-- and leaders of the
Telangana state com-
mittee of the Maoists
in the area.

The densely
forested area with a
series of hills is said to
be the base of the bat-
talion no 1, according
to the police.

Intelligence sug-
gests that several sen-
ior Maoist cadres have
either been killed or
seriously injured dur-
ing the operation, said
Sundarraj.

Hundreds of Nax-
alite hideouts and
bunkers have been
destroyed so far and a
huge cache of explo-
sive materials, deto-
nators, food stock and
items of daily use
have been seized, he
said. At least six secu-
rity personnel belong-
ing to STF, DRG and
CoBRA were injured
in separate incidents
of pressure IED blasts,
but all of them were
out of danger, Sundar-
raj said. As many as
146 Naxalites have
been killed in sepa-
rate encounters in the
state so far this
year.Of them, 129
were killed in the Bas-
tar division compris-
ing seven districts
including Bijapur.

UNSC members call for de-escalation of tension, ask Pakistan 'tough questions'
MI News Service, New Delhi / Wash-
ington (DC) : Discussing the rising
tensions between India and Pakistan
at closed-door consultations, the UN
Security Council has called the en-
voys of both the countries for de-es-
calation  of tensions and asked
Pakistan some“tough questions”.
Greece, president of the UNSC for the

month of May, had called the meet-
ing on Monday following a request by
Pakistan, which is currently a non-
permanent member. The meeting
comes days after Pakistan backed
terrorists killed 26 people, mostly
tourists, in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, triggering outrage in
India.

The 15-member UNSC did not
issue a statement after the meeting,
but said the Council discussed  in de-
tail  the rising tensions between
India and Pakistan at closed-door
consultations, where envoys of both
the countries were  called for de-es-
calation. The members also asked
Pakistan some tough questions.

Assistant Secretary-General for
the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific
in the Departments of Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Op-
erations Khaled Mohamed Khiari of
Tunisia briefed the Council on behalf
of both departments (DPPA and
DPO). Coming out of the meeting,
Khiari said there was a call for dia-

logue and peaceful resolution of the
conflict. He noted that the situation
is volatile. Ambassador Evangelos
Sekeris, a Permanent Representative
of Greece to the United Nations and
the current UNSC President, de-
scribed it as a productive meeting,
helpful.A Russian diplomat said, We
hope for de-escalation. Meanwhile,

informed sources here said  that
members of the 15-nation Security
Council raised "tough questions for
Pakistan at its informal session. It
was advised to sort out the issues bi-
laterally with India, they said. The
sources added that there was 
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Nurul Islam Khan:  An annual 
general meeting was held  at 
Durgapur under initiative of 
the West Bengal Police Wel-
fare Committee, under the 
leadership of the First IR and 
First RAF Force. Shri Bijitash 
Raut, Convener of West Ben-
gal Police Welfare Committee, 
IPS Subimal Pal and other 
representatives of the Central 
Committee, DSP Mr Akhtar 
Ali, all Inspectors, officers of 
various district/unit branch-
es and members of all forces 
were present. He narrated 
the history of the fight for 
salary increament of the em-
ployees. And he raised several 
demands including express-
ing the hope of further salary 
increase of the employees. He 
also demanded a total of 108 
days of additional salary.

Nurul Islam Khan:  A 3-day 
district-level sensitization 
program for citizen volun-
teers began on Panchla Coun-
try Road from Tuesday. The 
meeting for the civic volun-
teers and civics of the District 
Intelligence Branch (DIB) of 
Howrah Rural district was 
inaugurated by SP, Subimal 
Pal, Howrah Rural Police. He 
highlighted the important role 
of intelligence and community 
policing in his speech.A de-
tailed discussion session was 
held on the duties, perfor-
mance appraisal and respon-
sibilities of the meeting. Se-
nior police officers were also 
present at the event, who en-
lightened the civic volunteers 
and civics with their valuable 
experience and guidance.

The main objective of this 
initiative is to enhance the 
skills, knowledge and alert-
ness of the CVs in the field of 
intelligence and public service.

MI News Service, Hooghly:   
In a major operation, Chan-
ditalla Police seized 450 kg 
of illegal firecrackers and 
arrested two accused Raju 
Nath and Govind Adhikari 
involved in its distribution. 
The operation was carried 
out on a tip-off. Police of-
ficials reached a godown 
where the banned explosives 
were kept and seized a huge 
quantity of explosives and 
arrested the two persons.

The police have regis-
tered a case under relevant 
sections of the law and are 
conducting further investi-
gations to trace the supply 
chain.

The police have reiterated 
their commitment to pub-
lic safety, especially ahead 
of the festive season when 
such illegal activities usu-
ally increase. This seizure 
of illegal firecrackers is a 
major achievement in the 
ongoing efforts to curb the 
spread of dangerous and 
uncontrolled firecrackers 
which pose serious threats 
to public health and safety.  
On this day, Chanditalla po-
lice station, after receiving 
information from another 
reliable source, has busted 
a battery theft case and ar-
rested an accused. Accord-
ing to sources, on receiving 
the information, Chanditalla 
police raided the Ultratech 
company and arrested a 
person named Abhay Kumar 
alias Golu Kumar and recov-
ered 8 batteries from him. 

An FIR has been regis-
tered under the provisions 
related to theft and criminal 
interference. The police are 
now looking for the buyers 
and such associates who 
may be part of the illegal 
network. 

Talking about the opera-
tion, the Chanditalla SDPO 
said, "The arrests are the re-
sult of our active patrolling 
and timely information. We 
are determined to eliminate 
such crimes that can affect 
the lives and safety of the 
public."

MI News Service,  
Sagardighi: With a sincere 
feeling of social service work, 
a 30-year-old young man from 
Jagdal village of Sagardighi in 
Murshidabad district, Sanjib 
Das created a voluntary or-
ganization called Winner Wel-
fare Trust five years ago. He 
himself is the secretary of this 
organization.

"Winner Welfare Trust" got 
its auspicious start by distrib-
uting clothes to the poorest 
women. Inspired by this social 
service work, Radharani Deb-
nath Das, Mithun Das, Mirza 
Jazbul, Mazir Hossain, Sabir 
Mondal, Rahul Bhakat, Aruni-
ta Das, Samad Sheikh, Rana 
Mirza, Biswajit Saha, Ujir 
Sk and near about 40 others 
joined the trust as members. 
Sanjib Das, a nature lover 
and blood warrior, started his 
work mainly with blood dona-
tion and greening. 

Sanjib Das first took the 
initiative to organize a blood 

donation camp on his birth-
day at Sagardighi. On any 
festive occasion, he organized 
blood donation camp. In addi-
tion, he constantly meets the 
need for blood by sending live 
blood donors to various areas 
including Murshidabad, Bir-
bhum and Malda districts day 
and night to meet the needs of 
patients in need of blood.

On the initiative of Sanjib 
Das, many blood donors who 
cannot donate blood during 
the day due to work pressure 

and keeping this in mind, 
blood donation camps have 
been organized at night as well 
and this initiative has proba-
bly never been done before in 
Murshidabad or Sagardighi.

Sanjib Das, along with 
other members, has planted 
more than 2500 trees so far 
and arrangements have been 
made to grow them carefully. 
Apart from this, on the ini-
tiative of Sanjib Das, more 
than 21 thousand saplings 
have been distributed among 
the common people.  He has 
prioritized greening by dis-
tributing saplings at all kinds 
of events, such as puja, Eid, 
birthday, wedding etc. He 
has even distributed saplings 
himself through a motorbike 
in many remote villages. His 
main initiative is to protect 
the environment and build a 
green world. Not only blood 
donation or sapling distribu-
tion,  Sanjib Das himself, along 
with some members, extended 

his hand of cooperation in var-
ious ways, including providing 
food to the distressed people 
of the area during the deadly 
coronavirus pandemic.In June 
2020, Sanjib Das reached Bas-
anti block of Sundarbans in 
South 24 Parganas with dry 
food and clothes for those 
affected by the devastating 
cyclone Amphan. Again, in 
September 2020, he reached 
the victims of the river bank 
collapse in the Samserganj 
area with dry food, clothes, 
and many other things. He 
also reached the Bogran Jal-
pai area of East Medinipur 
and the Gobindpur area of the 
Sundarbans of South 24 Par-
ganas with dry food for the 
people affected by the terrible 
cyclone Yash in 2021.  In ad-
dition, every year on the occa-
sion of Durga Puja and Eid, he 
distributes new clothes to the 
needy people, as well as win-
ter clothes to the cold-stricken 
people.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Akhil Bhara-
tiya Adivasi Vikas Parishad 
(ABAVP), an apex body of tri-
bals across Bengal, expressed 
disappointment over the per-
formance of state tribal affairs 
minister Bulu Chik Baraik on 
Monday and said they would 
hold a protest march in Cal-
cutta next week.

“We want Bulu Chik Baraik 
to meet some of our longstand-
ing demands. Chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee has formed 
a separate tribal affairs de-
partment, but we are not hap-
py with the minister’s role. He 
has hardly taken any initiative 
for the tribal populace in Ben-
gal,” Birsa Tirkey, the state 
president of ABAVP, said at a 
news conference here.

According to him, the trib-

al affairs department has 
not taken up pending issues, 
ranging from permanent jobs 
of tribal people working in 
different civic bodies across 
Bengal as casual workers for 
years to a college to encour-
age tribal girls for higher stud-
ies in the Dooars and training 
facilities for tribal youths for 
competitive exams.

“We also want the state 
tribal affairs minister to an-
swer why the academic per-
formance of students who 
study in Eklavya schools is 
poor. Also, he should speak 
on why tribals have been de-
prived of jobs in the Malbazar 
subdivision (in Jalpaiguri), 
which is a tribal-dominated 
belt, and in the super-special-
ty hospital there, even though 
recruitments were made,” Tir-

key added.
The ABAVP state president, 

who admitted that the Trina-
mool government had earlier 
taken certain initiatives for 
them, said the performance of 
Baraik and his department left 
them disappointed.

“In protest of the abysmal 
performance of the minister 
and his department, we will 
organise a protest march to 
Adivasi Bhawan in Calcutta 
(from where the department 
runs). Our leaders and sup-
porters from across the state 
will join the march,” he added.

The organisation, Tirkey 
said, is also concerned over 
the state’s decision to hand 
over a portion of the unused 
land in tea gardens for tour-
ism and allied activities.

“We apprehend that tea 

workers and their families, in-
cluding tribals, might get im-
pacted due to such a decision. 
Most of them still do not have 
land rights,” he said.

Baraik, who was in Siliguri 
on Monday to attend an event, 
however, denied the charges 
levelled at him.

“The chief minister has tak-
en up several welfare projects 
for the tribal population. The 
department is providing free 
coaching to 1,150 students of 
SC and ST communities for 
different competitive and en-
trance exams,” said Baraik.

On being told about 
ABAVP’s protest march in 
Calcutta, the minister said: 
“I cannot comment on it. It is 
their decision, but they have 
never approached me with 
their grievances.”

MI News Service,  
Jalpaiguri: The Jalpaiguri 
Government Medical College 
& Hospital (JGMCH) is all set 
to introduce a new day-care 
unit for thalassaemia patients, 
which will eliminate the need 
for prolonged hospital stays. 
It will be especially helpful for 
children as they will be able to 
return home sooner.

The five-bed facility will be 
opened in the pediatric emer-
gency wing on May 8, which is 
World Thalassaemia Day, said 
a source at the hospital.

Thalassaemia is a genetic 

blood disorder that requires 
regular blood transfusions, 
particularly among children. 
“Currently, the district has 
1,023 registered thalassaemia 
patients, most of whom are 
minors,” said the official.

“Until now, these children 
had to be admitted to the pe-
diatric ward for transfusions 
and often required overnight 
hospitalisation and at least 
two days for the full proce-
dure,” he added.

Kalyan Khan, the med-
ical superintendent–cum- 
vice-principal of JGMCH, 

said once the day-care unit is 
opened, the hospital stay will 
be reduced.

“Parents can bring the 
children to the unit, get the 
transfusion done, and take 
them home on the same day. 
This will help the patients 
and the hospital by reducing 
the burden on indoor beds,” 
he said.

“Initially, the unit will oper-
ate two days a week, that is, 
on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days, and will be staffed by 
pediatric specialists, trained 
nurses, and other healthcare 

workers,” added Khan.
He mentioned that the 

emergency and inpatient fa-
cilities will continue as usual, 
and patients requiring close 
observation will be admitted 
when necessary.

“Earlier, transfusion pro-
cedures required admission 
and constant monitoring over 
extended hours. The new 
unit is expected to streamline 
the process, minimise patient 
stress, and ease logistical 
challenges for families, many 
of whom travel long distanc-
es for treatment,” said Khan.

MI News Service, Kolkata: An east-
west trough extending from a cyclonic 
circulation over southwest Rajasthan 
to north Bangladesh, passing through 
north Madhya Pradesh, north Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand and Sikkim at around 
0.9 km above mean sea level, is expect-
ed to bring thunderstorm activity across 
the districts of West Bengal on Tuesday, 
said Regional Meteorological Centre 
forecast.

A moisture incursion from the Bay of 
Bengal and a favourable wind pattern 
aid these weather developments.

A gradual rise of 3–5°C is also expect-
ed over the subsequent two days.

The maximum relative humidity is 
forecasted to range between 80–90 per 
cent over coastal districts and around 
70–80 per cent in interior districts.

Minimum relative humidity levels 

may vary from 45 to 55 per cent in 
coastal areas and 30–40 per cent in-
land.

On May 6, thunderstorm activity is 
likely over several districts of West Ben-
gal.

In south Bengal, thunderstorms ac-
companied by gusty winds reaching 
speeds of 40–50 kmph, lightning and 
light to moderate rainfall are likely to 
occur at one or two places in Birbhum, 

Nadia and Murshidabad districts.
The rest of south Bengal may also 

experience similar weather, though 
with less intense gusts of wind at 30–40 
kmph. North Bengal may also witness 
heavy rainfall (ranging between 7 and 
11 cm) at one or two places in Jalpaigu-
ri and Alipurduar districts.

Thunderstorms with gusty winds 
(30–40 kmph), lightning and light to 
moderate rain may also take place at 
one or two places across all districts 
of north Bengal. The thunderstorm ac-
tivity is expected to persist in parts of 
north Bengal on May 7. Thunderstorms 
accompanied by gusty winds (30–40 
kmph), lightning and light to moderate 
rainfall may also occur in one or two 
places over the districts of Darjeeling, 
Jalpaiguri, Kalimpong, Alipurduar and 
Coochbehar.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Sonarpur School 
Headmistress Denies Cor-
ruption Claims Amidst 
Investigation: Acharya 
Prafullanagar Vidyayan 
in the spotlight as alle-
gations of embezzlement 
and misconduct surface, 
prompting a police probe 
and sparking reactions 
from teachers and par-
ents.

Sonarpur School Under 
Investigation Following 
Corruption Allegations 
Against Headmistress 
Acharya Prafullanagar 
Vidyayan, a school located 
in Chapanuto under the 
Rajpur Sonarpur Munici-
pality, is currently under 
scrutiny following serious 
allegations of corruption 
leveled against its head-
mistress, Bhavani Sardar 
Mandal. The school edu-
cation department has re-
ceived a formal complaint, 

prompting an investi-
gation by the circle in-
spector, who has already 
visited the premises and 
questioned teaching staff. 
The accusations against 
Bhavani Sardar Mandal 
include the alleged em-
bezzlement of funds allo-
cated for mid-day meals 
and school development. 
Furthermore, both teach-
ers and guardians have 
voiced concerns regard-

ing the purported collec-
tion of unauthorized fees 
for various school-related 
activities, such as uni-
forms, application forms, 
admissions, and transfer 
certificates.

Pratap Chandra 
Shankhari, a teacher at 
the institution, has public-
ly stated that Ms. Mandal 
exhibits unprofessional 
behavior towards her col-
leagues and has accused 

her of extorting money 
from parents through 
dubious means. Pratap 
Chandra Shankhari claims 
he has faced repercus-
sions for protesting these 
alleged actions. He further 
asserted that the school's 
mid-day meal program 
has been suspended due 
to the alleged financial 
irregularities, thereby im-
pacting the students.

In response to these se-
rious allegations, Head-
mistress Bhavani Sardar 
Mandal has vehemently 
denied any wrongdoing. 
She contends that the 
accusations are part of a 
conspiracy against her, 
which she claims began 
after she assumed her po-
sition in December 2022. 
The ongoing investigation 
by the circle inspector 
aims to ascertain the ve-
racity of these claims and 
counter-claims.

MI News Service,  
Siliguri: Siliguri BJP MLA 
Shankar Ghosh met north 
Bengal development minis-
ter Udayan Guha on Monday 
and sought his intervention to 
resolve traffic congestion and 
improve civic infrastructure 
in the city.

Ghosh, who met the minis-
ter at Uttarkanya, the branch 
secretariat in Siliguri, said: 
“Traffic congestion in the city 
is one of the major issues. On 
all major thoroughfares, ve-
hicles slow down because of 
congestion during most of the 
daytime.”

 “One of the major reasons 
for the congestion is a lack of 
adequate parking spaces. I 
have requested the minister 
to take initiatives and build 
multi-level parking spaces in 

Siliguri,” he added.
Siliguri, a city with an an-

nual vehicular growth rate of 
280 per cent, has hardly any 
large parking lots. Thousands 
of vehicles are parked beside 
the roads, which eventual-
ly narrows the space for the 
movement of vehicles.

The MLA pointed out that 
the central government was 
constructing an elevated cor-
ridor along NH10 in the north 
of Siliguri, along with some 
flyovers and bridges.

“We believe there should 
be proper parking spaces 
when we are having such 
road infrastructure in the 
city. Unfortunately, the civic 
body here has not done any-
thing to address the issue. 
The number of vehicles is in-
creasing every day, but there 

is no space to park the vehi-
cles,” he added.

The MLA requested Guha 
to take steps to improve civic 
infrastructure in some wards 
of the Siliguri Municipal 
Corporation. They included 
a sewerage system, roads, 
culverts, embankments and 
community toilets.

“I have also requested him 
to improve the sewage system 
at the Siliguri Regulated Mar-
ket,” he added.

Located in the Champasari 
area of Siliguri, the regulated 
market is the largest whole-
sale market of fish, fruits, and 
vegetables in north Bengal. 
For years, traders and oth-
ers associated with the mar-
ket have been demanding a 
proper sewerage and waste 
disposal system.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Dumdum Homeowner 
Returns to Find Lakhs Looted, 
Thieves' Chilling Indulgence in 
Comfort and Sweets A Dumdum 
resident, Biswajit Pal, owner of 
a rubber factory, returned to his 
locked home on Private Road af-
ter a trip to Mumbai to discover 
a shocking scene of burglary. 
Not only were an estimated ₹10-
12 lakh in cash and gold jewelry 
missing, but the thieves had also 
allegedly ransacked the house, 
left the air conditioning running, 

and consumed sweets from the 
refrigerator, adding an unsettling 
layer to the crime.

Lakhs Looted in Dumdum 
Home; Thieves' Bizarre Post-Bur-
glary Conduct Under Investiga-
tion. A residence on Private Road 
in Dumdum became the scene of 
a significant burglary, with the 
homeowners reporting the loss 
of an estimated ₹10-12 lakh in 
cash and gold jewelry. Biswajit 
Pal, the owner of a rubber facto-
ry, had locked his house on April 
27th before traveling to Mumbai 

with his wife and son. While his 
in-laws were expected to oversee 
the property, they were also away 
when the incident occurred.

The crime came to light when 
Mr. Pal's daughter-in-law and 
son-in-law visited the house and 
discovered a forced entry. The 
interior of the home was ran-
sacked, with cupboards broken 
open and belongings strewn 
across the bed. Jewelry boxes 
were found scattered, indicating 
a thorough search by the perpe-
trators.

MI News Service,  
Alipurduar: The Alipurdu-
ar district administration on 
Monday distributed over ₹4 
crore to around 1,100 farm-
ers as compensation for loss-
es caused by wild elephants.

“The farmers of Kalchi-
ni block were brought un-
der the ambit of the Bangla 
Shasya Bima or the crop in-
surance scheme of the state 
government. They cultivat-
ed potatoes and had to bear 
losses because of frequent el-
ephant attacks. We assessed 
their losses and accordingly, 

we disbursed ₹4.03 crore to 
1,130 farmers of the block 
today. It will help them in 
compensating their losses,” 
R. Vimala, the district mag-
istrate, said.

Sources in the adminis-
tration said according to the 
state’s guidelines, the farm-
ers were paid ₹85,000 per 
hectare.

In Alipurduar, the Kalchi-
ni block is close to the Buxa 
Tiger Reserve area. In a reg-
ular manner, wild elephants 
stray into the agricultural 
fields for fodder.

“In other blocks of the 
district, a farmer could har-
vest around 34,000 kilos of 
potatoes from one hectare 
of land. But in Kalchini, the 
yield was low, that is, around 
18,000 kilos per hectare. 
However, because of ele-
phant depredation, it further 
declined to 10,000 kilos per 
hectare. It is good that the 
administration took the ini-
tiative to help these farmers 
through the crop insurance 
scheme,” said a wholesale 
potato merchant based in Al-
ipurduar.

MI News Service,  Bangkok/ 
Kolkata: The Indian dele-
gation has officially landed 
in Bangkok to participate 
in the 7th World Meet, 
which is scheduled to be 
held on 8th May 2025 at 
the Royal Thai Army Club, 
Bangkok, Thailand. This 
prestigious international 
event is being organized 
by the World Martial Art-
ist Council in collabora-
tion with the International 
Diplomatic Cooperation 

Organization, bringing 
together participants and 
dignitaries from more 
than 50 countries.

The Indian team com-
prises a mix of renowned 
personalities, martial art-
ists, and contributors to 
social and cultural causes. 
The delegation includes 
HRH M. A. Ali, a respect-
ed global leader in martial 
arts, along with Ayesha 
Noor, an international ka-
rate champion. Other no-

table participants include 
Monimala Halder, Md Ali 
Waris, Omme Ruman, 
Erum Seraj, Humairah 
Shami, Shina Faiyaz, Sufia 
Khatun, and Eqra Sabder. 
Also accompanying them 
are Sk Sabder Ali, Babul 
Gomasta, Jayashree Sen-
gupta, Mohammad Ihsan 
Khalilullah, Mohammad 
Ibrahim Khalilullah, Mo-
hammad Khalil Ullah, 
Ranu Khalil, Md Zidaan, 
and Shahjaha Noor.

The World Meet, which 
began in 2019, has suc-
cessfully been organized 
in international venues in-
cluding Manchester (UK) 
and Jakarta (Indonesia). 
This year’s edition promis-
es grand cultural displays, 
prestigious international 
awards, and competitive 
martial arts events includ-
ing the World Open Karate 
Championship.

Blood warrior and nature lover 
Sanjib Das's new philanthropic mission

ABAVP unhappy about works of state tribal dept

Jalpaiguri Govt Medical Coll & Hosp 
mulls setting up thalassaemia facility

North & South Bengal to receive 
heavy rain & thunderstorms: MeT Dept

School headmistress under 
scrutiny amid corruption allegation

Indian Delegation Reaches Bangkok 
to Participate in 7th World Meet 2025 

BJP MLA seeks Udayan Guha's 
help in dev of civic infrastructure 

Lakhs stolen, thieves indulge in AC comfort and fridge treats

Jumbo attacks: Alipurduar 
dist admin compensates farmers 

West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee is greeting a child during her visit at Samsherganj 
in violence hit Murshidabad district on Tuesday.

Bengal Football Academy defeated Mohun Bagan 2-0 in the Under-17 AIFF Elite Youth League 
match in Guwahati on Tuesday. Dev Dhara and Tanvir Dey scored two goals for Bengal Football 
Academy. In the previous matches, BF A defeated Reliance Foundation Young Champs 5-1 and Ker-
ala Blasters 1-0. With this win, they reached the quarter-finals from the top of the group. Sports 
Minister Aroop Biswas congratulated all the footballers, coaches and officials of Bengal Football 
Academy for this success.

Meeting of Bengal Police 
Welfare Committee

Bengal
Chanditalla Police 
seizes 450 kg of 

illegal firecrackers 
and Battery 

3-day program of 
Howrah Rural Police
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Bengal ministers hand over compensation
to families of Pahalgam terrorist attack

St. Xavier’s college Alumni 
association announces Xaverian

soccer league season 2 

Behala Bodhayan Celebrates 25 Years of
Service to Intellectually Disabled Children 

7 day ED blitz hits Kolkata neighborhoods

Government to review...

Govt officials review the...

UNSC members call for....

Wife in Bangladesh, second 
marriage in Bengal sparks 

“Treachery” Claim

NCW addresses
Jafrabad slave
family case, 
write to DGP

On the instructions of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, Minister Aroop Biswas and Kolkata Mayor Firad Hakim handed over financial assistance to the parents of Bitan Adhikari, who was killed in Pahalgam terrorist attack, and the wife of Sameer
Guha, who was killed in the attack. Minister Aroop Biswas also handed over financial assistance to the wife of Bitan Adhikari, who was killed in Pahalgam terrorist attack.
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of the exercise is planned
up to the village level. This
exercise aims to assess
and enhance the readiness
of civil defence mecha-
nisms across all states and
Union territories," the let-
ter said.

It said the active par-
ticipation of the district
controllers, various district
authorities, civil-defence
wardens, volunteers, home
guards (active and re-
servists volunteers), Na-
tional Cadet Corps (NCC),
National Service Scheme
(NSS), Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS), college
and school students is en-
visaged in the exercise.

"The said civil defence
exercise is aimed to assess
the operational efficacy
and operational coordina-
tion of various civil defence
measures," it said.

There have been rising
tensions in relations be-
tween India and Pakistan
after the April 22 terror at-
tack in south Kashmir's
Pahalgam, in which 26
people, mostly tourists,
were killed.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has vowed to
pursue the perpetrators of
the attack and those who
took part in its conspiracy
to the "ends of the earth"
to inflict punishment on
them "beyond their imagi-
nation". .The Union Home
Secretary  has convened a
crucial meeting on Tues-
day with the chief secre-
taries of all states and
Union Territories (UTs) to
review measures and fi-
nalise protocols for a mas-
sive  Nationwide civil
defence mock drill.

According to officials,
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) issued an ad-
visory on Monday
directing all states and
UTs to conduct coordi-
nated civil defence exer-
cises on May 7. These

drills will cover all of
India’s 244 designated
civil defence districts,
many of which have been
identified as vulnerable to
various threats, including
potential wartime scenar-
ios.

The main objective of
the exercise is to evaluate
and enhance the pre-
paredness of civil defence
machinery in the face of
any potential hostile at-
tacks or emergencies. The
mock drill will simulate a
war-like situation and is
expected to include the op-
erationalisation of air raid
warning systems, includ-
ing the sounding of sirens,
coordinated responses
from local emergency
services, and public safety
drills.

“. The civil defence
drill will be the first of its
kind in decades and will
test both infrastructure
and human response
across multiple regions si-
multaneously,” an official
said.

This is the first such
exercise since 1971. No-
tably, no such national-
level civil defence drills
were carried out even dur-
ing the 1999 Kargil con-
flict (Operation Vijay).

Officials stressed the
importance of public coop-
eration, with local author-
ities expected to issue
detailed advisories on how
residents in vulnerable
zones should respond dur-
ing the drill. State disaster
response forces, health
departments, local police,
and district administra-
tions will all participate in
the exercise.

While the government
has not made any official
link between the mock
drill and the current
geopolitical climate, the
timing of the exercise has
raised eyebrows among
analysts and defence ob-
servers.
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Nagar Jammu. The offi-
cials of RDD and JMC ap-
prised the Divisional
Commissioner about the
tenders to be floated for
mobile toilets, sanitation
works and hiring man-
power. The health depart-
ment was asked to start the
stocking of medical supplies
and readiness of Ambu-
lances for the holy pilgrim-
age at Yatra camps and
diffrent centres. The PWD
was asked to look after the
work of installation of wa-
terproof hangers, tempo-
rary sheds at Yatra camp
Bhagwati Nagar. The
Deputy Commissioners
were asked to monitor the
progress of works for its
quality execution and timely
completion..

The meeting  also re-
viewed an action plan from
the previous year's Yatra,
with a strong emphasis on
enhancing the quality of
services and infrastructure.

Discussions revolved
around key focus areas, in-
cluding improvements in
health services, sanitation,
flood protection measures,
solar lighting, parking facil-
ities, mobile connectivity,
transport services, contin-
gency plans, and other vital
infrastructure to ensure a
seamless Yatra experience
for pilgrims.

The Animal Husbandry
Department was tasked
with identifying suitable lo-
cations along the Yatra
route for hot water facilities
for ponies, while the Jal
Shakti Department was di-

rected to ensure the avail-
ability of hot water at these
identified points.

The Rural Development
Department was instructed
to prioritize the mainte-
nance of toilet facilities, and
asked to make provisions
for repairing utilities that
may require attention dur-
ing the Yatra.

In addition, the Assis-
tant Regional Transport Of-
fice Ganderbal proposed the
establishment of a separate
SRTC ticket counter and the
merging of parking areas to
streamline transportation
and parking management.

Addressing the critical
issue of mobile connectivity,
the DDC directed telecom
companies to submit a de-
tailed plan in advance, with
a special focus on strength-
ening connectivity at the
Base Camp Baltal and along
the Yatra track from Domail
onwards.

Officers shared their in-
sights and experiences from
the previous year's Yatra,
contributing valuable sug-
gestions to further enhance
the services provided to pil-
grims.

The DDC assured imme-
diate redressal of the issues
raised by officers and issued
specific directions to con-
cerned departments to ad-
dress them promptly.

Concluding the meet-
ing, the DDC directed all
departments associated
with the Yatra via the Bal-
tal route to update their
action plans and prioritize
upgrades in infrastructure
and services.
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broad condemnation of the
terrorist attack and recog-
nition of the need for ac-
countability.

Some members specif-
ically brought up targeting
of tourists on the basis of
their religious faith, the
sources said.

UNSC members re-
fused to accept the false
flag narrative and asked
whether Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba was likely
to be involved. 

The closed-door meet-
ing that lasted about an
hour and a half did not
take place in the UNSC
Chamber where Council
members sit at the horse-
shoe table, but in a consul-
tation room next to it.

Sources added Pak-
istan's efforts to interna-
tionalise the situation also
failed. Many members ex-
pressed concern that Pak-
istan's missile tests and
nuclear rhetoric were es-
calatory factors.

Before the UNSC meet-
ing, India's former Perma-
nent Representative to the
UN Ambassador Syed Ak-
baruddin had  said that no
consequential outcome"
can be expected from a
discussion where a party
to the conflict seeks to
shape perceptions by using
its membership of the
Council. India will parry
such Pakistani efforts."
Following the meeting, he
said, Pakistan's grand-
standing has flopped again
today as in the past. As
was expected, there was
no meaningful response by
the Council. Indian diplo-
macy has yet again suc-
cessfully parried Pakistani
efforts to seek the Security
Council's intervention. 

Pakistan's Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations Ambassa-
dor Asim Iftikhar Ahmad
told reporters that the ob-
jectives of the closed con-
sultations included
enabling the Council mem-
bers to have a discussion

on the deteriorating secu-
rity environment and rising
tensions between India and
Pakistan and to have an
exchange of views on how
to address the situation, in-
cluding avoiding con-
frontation that could have
serious consequences and
the need for de-escalation.
Ahmad thanked Council
members for their engage-
ment and their calls for re-
straint, de-escalation and
dialogue. He said that
while Pakistan does not
seek confrontation, we are
fully prepared to defend
our sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

Pakistan also raised the
issue of India's suspension
of the Indus Waters Treaty
of 1960. Water is life, not a
weapon. These rivers sus-
tain over 240 million Pak-
istanis, he said. 

Ahmad said at the
meeting Pakistan reiter-
ated its commitment to
peaceful, cooperative rela-
tions with all our neigh-
bours, including India.

We remain open to dia-
logue based on mutual re-
spect and sovereign
equality, he added.

In view of the gravity of
the situation, the calls for
dialogue, de-escalation and
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, such as by the Sec-
retary-General, and what
we also heard from the
Council members today are
most pertinent, Ahmad
said. Just hours before the
closed consultations, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres voiced concern
over tensions between
India and Pakistan being at
their highest in years. “It
pains me to see relations
reaching a boiling point,"
he said. He made these re-
marks to the press from
the UNSC stake-out Mon-
day morning.  Guterres
said he understands the
raw feelings following the
awful terror attack in Pa-
halgam and reiterated his
strong condemnation of
that attack.

MI News Service, Kolkata: As di-
rected by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, Kolkata Mayor Firhad
Hakim and Minister Aroop Biswas
today visited the families of Sameer
Guha and Bitan Adhikary, who trag-
ically lost their lives in the Pahalgam
militant attack on April 22. Their visit
served as a demonstration of the state
government's solidarity and commit-
ment to supporting its citizens in
times of crisis, with immediate finan-
cial compensation provided to the
grieving families. Mayor Firhad
Hakim and Minister Aroop Biswas
first met with Shabri Guha, the widow
of late Sameer Guha, and other family
members at their residence. Express-
ing deep sorrow on behalf of the Chief
Minister and the state government,
Mayor Firhad Hakim also expressed

his  condolences and presented the
family with a financial compensation
package. "Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is a person of her word; she
consistently acts upon her assur-
ances," stated Mayor Firhad Hakim.
"We are all deeply saddened by the ir-
reparable loss suffered by Shabri
Guha and her family." Subsequently,
the delegation visited the family of
Bitan Adhikary. Minister Aroop
Biswas reiterated the Chief Minister's
unwavering commitment to the wel-
fare of every citizen. "Our Chief Min-
ister always keeps her promises and
remains steadfast in her support for
every individual during their times of
sorrow and hardship," Minister
Aroop Biswas affirmed, as he offered
condolences and financial assistance
to the family. The militant attack in

Pahalgam in south Kashmir has been
met with widespread condemnation.
The prompt response from the West
Bengal government, through these
personal visits and the provision of fi-
nancial aid, underscores its commit-
ment to providing immediate relief
and support to the affected families.
This initiative highlights the state's
policy of proactive engagement in
times of adversity, ensuring that citi-
zens feel supported and secure. The
financial compensation aims to alle-
viate the immediate financial burdens
faced by the families as they navigate
this period of profound grief. The vis-
its by the Mayor and the Power Min-
ister also served as a significant
gesture of empathy and solidarity
from the state government towards
the bereaved families.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The St. Xavier’s
collage (Calcutta) Alumni association (SX-
CCAA), in collaboration with the college’s
Department of Sports, today launched the
second edition of the Xaverian Soccer
League(XSL) at a press conference. Rev.
Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal and pres-
ident of SXCCAA, and Fridausul Hasan,
Honorary Secretary of SXCCAA, presided

over the event, attended by team owners,
players, students, alumni, and media rep-
resentatives.

Scheduled for May 10th and 11th,
2025, on the college grounds, XSL Season
2 builds upon the success of its inaugural
year, establishing itself as a significant
youth foot balling event. This year fea-
tures eight corporate-backed franchise
teams, each comprising a unique blend of
a Marquee Player, a Guest Player, three
current students, and three alumni, fos-
tering intergenerational mentorship
through a 5-a-side format. Participating
teams include Sharp Shooters (Rahim
Nabi), Credo Accelerate (Mehtab Hus-
sain), Xaverian Tigers (Ashim Biswas),
BTL Blasters (Md. Rafique), Levitas
(Deepak Mandal), Digital Strikers (Denson
Devadas), Warriors (Dipankar Ray), and
LOD Lions (Alvito D'Cunha). The league
aims to promote youth football,
strengthen bonds between alumni and
students, and provide young talents expo-
sure to elite players. Supported by alumni,
corporate partners, celebrity ambassa-
dors, and collaborations like the British
Deputy High Commission, Kolkata, XSL
underscores the college's commitment to
holistic development and community en-
gagement.

Rev.Dr,Domic Savio, Principal of St. Xavier's
college along with the teams Sharp Shooters
8 teams and alumni players  Sharp Shooters
, Rahim Nabi as their marquee player, Xaver-
ian Tigers , Ashim Biswas, BTL Blasters , Md.
Rafique , Levitas , Deepak Mandal, Digital
Strikers , Denson Devadas, Warriors, Di-
pankar Ray, LOD Lions ,  during Grand Press
conference the officially launch of the second
edition of the Xaverian Soccer League at
St.Xavier College. on Tuesday  at Kolkata. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Responding to a letter from
the wives of the deceased
Hargobinda Das and Chan-
dan Das, the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW)
has intervened in the
Jafrabad killings and al-
leged police harassment
case. NCW Chairperson Vi-
jaya Rahatkar has written
to West Bengal DGP Rajiv
Kumar, demanding an im-
mediate report on the inci-
dent and summoning
concerned police officers to
appear before the commis-
sion on May 9th. The
NCW's move follows allega-
tions of police overreach
and attempts to take away
the bereaved family, who
are now under the protec-
tion of Leader of Opposition
Shuvendu Adhikari in
Kolkata.  The National
Commission for Women
(NCW) has taken cog-
nizance of the alleged po-
lice harassment of the Das
family, whose father and
son, Hargobinda Das and
Chandan Das, were killed
in Jaffrabad, Murshidabad.
Following a letter from the
wives of the deceased to
the commission, NCW
Chairperson Vijaya Ra-
hatkar has written to the
West Bengal Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Rajiv
Kumar, seeking an immedi-
ate and comprehensive re-
port on the matter. The Das
family, who had sought
refuge in a safe house in
Salt Lake, Kolkata, follow-
ing the killings that oc-
curred amidst recent
tensions over the Waqf Act
in Murshidabad, alleged
that a significant number of
police personnel attempted
to forcibly take them from
their shelter on Sunday
night. While police sources
claimed the family had
been kidnapped, the vic-
tims' relatives maintain
they moved to the safe
house voluntarily. In re-
sponse to these allegations,
Chairperson Vijaya Ra-
hatkar has not only de-
manded a report from the
DGP but has also sum-
moned the police officers
reportedly involved in the
incident to appear before
the commission in person
on May 9th. Vijaya Ra-
hatkar, who had previously
visited Murshidabad to as-
sess the situation, reiter-
ated her support for the
bereaved family. Mean-
while, the Das family is
currently residing in a
rented accommodation
provided by the Leader of
Opposition in the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Shuvendu
Adhikari, in Salt Lake. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Behala Bodhayan, a
Sarshuna-based inclusive
residential school and
home dedicated to the care
and rehabilitation of chil-
dren with intellectual dis-
abilities, marked its 25th
anniversary with a special
event in Kolkata. The cele-
bration, themed “Con-
sciousness, Compassion,
and Freedom from Disabil-
ity,” was held at Sujata
Sadan and showcased the
talents and spirit of the
children through vibrant
cultural performances.
The event was inaugu-

rated by Swami Dibya-
jñananda Maharaj of
Bharat Sevashram
Sangha, who emphasized
the importance of commu-
nity support for these chil-
dren. Dignitaries Pandit
Mallar Ghosh and audiolo-
gist Md. Shahidul Arefin
were also present. Behala
Bodhayan honored former
students Gaurab Ghosh
and Robin Sau for their
achievements, along with
authors Ahan Sengupta,
Srijan Sengupta, and
Soumya Upadhyay, who
have made literary contri-
butions despite language-

related challenges.
Founder-secretary Rikta
Ghosh shared an emo-
tional reflection on the in-
stitution's 25-year journey
and the dedication re-
quired to create a nurtur-
ing haven. Md. Shahidul
Arefin praised Behala Bod-
hayan's work as an em-
bodiment of empathy that
inspires societal respect
and dignity for individuals
with special needs. The
event concluded with a
heartwarming cultural
program by the children,
highlighting their self-ex-
pression and joy.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The ED has
launched a fresh round of raids across
Kolkata, focusing on allegations of corrup-
tion in the seats in private medical col-
leges. The investigation was initiated
following a complaint filed at the Electron-
ics Complex police station, alleging the sale
of these coveted seats for substantial sums.
The ED conducted multiple raids across
Kolkata stating Tuesday morning, target-
ing allegations of corruption in the admis-
sion of corruption in the admission process
for MBBS seats under the Non-Resident In-
dian (NRI) quota in private medical col-
leges. This action follows a complaint
lodged at the Electronics Complex police
station, detailing the alleged sale of these
seats for substantial sums of money. Ac-
cording to sources within the ED, searches
were carried out at approximately five lo-
cations in the city. One of the premises

raided was the residence of a lawyer, Mun-
mun Banerjee, and her husband Debashis
Banerjee, situated on Tarak Dutta Road
near the Kadeya police station in South
Kolkata. The central focus of the ED's in-
vestigation is the alleged corruption sur-
rounding admissions to medical colleges
under the NRI quota. In connection with
this, the ED also searched a residence on
the fourth floor of CE 28 in New Town,
where a coaching center named Education
World was reportedly operating. ED
sources indicated that Sourav Saha, iden-
tified as a key intermediary in the alleged
fraudulent admissions, resides at this New
Town address. This is not the first instance
of ED action in this case. The agency had
previously conducted searches at several
medical colleges, including Laxman Seth's
Medical College, in connection with the
same allegations. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a startling revelation
during Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) interrogation,
Azad Mallick, the alleged
head of a passport fraud
ring, confessed to voting
twice in India, in the 2021
assembly elections and the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
The ED uncovered that
Mallick is actually a Pak-
istani citizen named Azad
Hossain and possesses an
Indian voter card, having
voted from the North Dum
Dum assembly con-
stituency in 2021.

Investigations by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) into a passport fraud
ring led by Azad Mallick, a
Pakistani national, have
revealed that he illicitly
voted in India on two oc-
casions: during the 2021
assembly elections and
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. During ED interro-
gation, Mallick confessed
that his actual name in
Pakistan is Azad Hossain
and that he possesses an
Indian voter card, having
voted from the North Dum
Dum assembly con-
stituency.

Further inquiry re-
vealed that Azad Mallick
married an Indian woman
after 2020. Investigators
discovered that he al-
legedly used the identity

documents of his wife and
in-laws to fraudulently ob-
tain a voter card under
the name Azad Mallick,
claiming to have married
according to Hindu rituals
in a temple. The ED also
learned that Azad Mallick
has another wife in
Bangladesh, raising fur-
ther questions about his
intentions and activities.
Law enforcement officials
are increasingly suspi-
cious of Azad Mallick's
true identity and are ex-
ploring the possibility of
his involvement in espi-
onage for Pakistan. His
evasive behavior during
interrogation and consis-
tent refusal to cooperate
have heightened these
concerns. Investigators
noted that his systematic
avoidance of answering
key questions is a tactic
often employed by trained
spies or agents. Conse-
quently, the possibility of
Azad Mallick being an op-
erative for Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) is being actively con-
sidered by both the ED and
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), who are not
ruling out this angle. Azad
Mallick has been interro-
gated twice in connection
with the passport fraud
and the emerging revela-
tions.
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Name Change

Name Change

Name Change
I, Ananya Ghosh @ Ananya Ghosh
Hazra, W/O-Joyprakash Ghosh @
Joyprakash Ghosh Hazra, resident
of R.C. Das Road, P.O.& P.S.-Burd-
wan, Dist.-Purba Bardhaman,  de-
clare that henceforth I shall be
known as Ananya Ghosh vide affi-
davit sworn before the Notary, Bur-
dwan Dist. Judges' Court on
02.05.2025.

Name Change
I, Goffar Mondal S/O- Ah Ohab
Mondal resident of Vill- Deulia,
P.O.- Ajhapur, P.S.- Memari, Dist-
Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal,
PIN-713401, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as ‘GAFFAR MONDAL’ vide
an affidavit before the Notary
public at Purba Bardhaman on
06/05/2025. That Goffar Mondal
and Gaffar Mondal both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sushil Kumar Agarwal (old name)
son of Late Radha Kishan Agarwal,
residing at Tolly Gardens, 4, Moore
Avenue, Regent Park, Kolkata-
700040, P.S.- Regent Park, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sushil Agarwal (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 05/05 /2025.
Sushil Agarwal (New Name) and
Sushil Kumar Agarwal (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Aman Kumar Saboo (old name)
S/O Bishnu Kumar Saboo, residing
at 64/3, G.T Road, P.O.- Salkia, P.S.-
Golabari, Howrah- 711106, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Aman Saboo (new name)
as declared before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025.
Aman Saboo (new name) and
Aman Kumar Saboo (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajay Sikder (old name) S/O Late
Anath Sikder, residing at Vill-
Barasat, P.O.- Bhaduri, P.S.-
Taherpur, Nadia -  741121,West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Ajoy Sikder (new name)
as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 06/05/
2025. Ajoy Sikder (new name) and
Ajay Sikder (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Lithuuddin Shek (old name) S/O
Sahid Mir, residing at M A
SARANI, BANKRA, PO- BIRATI,
PS- AIRPORT, NORTH DUM DUM
(M),DIST- NORTH 24 PGS, PIN -
700051, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Lithu Mir
(new name) as declared before
the 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
at Barasat, dated 19/04/2025.
Lithu Mir (new name) and Lithu-
uddin Shek (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Bishnu Saboo (old name) S/O Late
Ridhi Karan Saboo, residing at 64/3,
G.T Road, P.O.- Salkia, P.S.- Go-
labari, Howrah- 711106, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Bishnu Kumar Saboo (new name)
as declared before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025.
Bishnu Kumar Saboo (new name)
and Bishnu Saboo (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Zakir Hossain & Zakir
Hossain (old names) S/O Mustafa
Shaikh, residing at 16/A, Ahiri
Pukur 1st Lane, Ballygunge,
Kolkata- 700019, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sk Zakir Hossain (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Sk
Zakir Hossain (new name) and
Shaikh Zakir Hossain & Zakir
Hossain (old names) all are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Lokey Limboo (old name) S/O Tak
Bahadur Limboo, residing at
Garage line,sonada, Khasmahal,
Darjeeling, 734209 West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Lok
Bahadur Limboo (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Lok
Bahadur Limboo (new name) and
Lokey Limboo (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Matiar Rahman Sk (old name)
S/O Sadek Sekh, residing at Vill-
Sonaria, P.O.- Sonaria Neiya, P.S.-
Nodakhali, Dist- South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 743377, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Mati Rahaman Sk (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Mati
Rahaman Sk (new name) and Ma-
tiar Rahman Sk (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Puja Roy, Daughter Of Dilip Roy,
Residing At 21b Fern Road, Bally-
gunge Kolkata - 700019,West Ben-
gal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Digantika Roy Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 06/05/2025.That Puja
Roy And Digantika Roy Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Supreet Kaur, D/O Avtar Singh
Brar, R/O 433,Garia Main Road,
Opp- Sitala Mandir,Po-Garia,Ps-
Narendrapur, South 24 parganas -
700084,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Supreet Kaur
Brar,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 02/05/2025,That Supreet Kaur
And Supreet Kaur Brar All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Gurbinder Kaur, W/O Avtar Singh
Brar, R/O 433,Garia Main Road,Opp-
Sitala Mandir,Po-Garia, Ps-Naren-
drapur, South 24 parganas -
700084,West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Gurbinder Kaur
Brar,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
02/05/2025, That Gurbinder Kaur
And Gurbinder Kaur Brar All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Vimla Bhansali and Bimla Devi
Bhansal (old names) wife of Jinen-
der Kumar Bhansali, residing at 74
and 74/1 Narkeldanga Main Road,
Kolkata- 700054, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Bi-
mala Devi Bhansali (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 02/05/2025. Bi-
mala Devi Bhansali (New Name)
and Vimla Bhansali and Bimla Devi
Bhansal (old names) all are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Jinender Bhansali (old name) son
of Mohan Raj Bhansali, residing at
37, Pandiya Road, Flat-4, Floor-19,
Block-4, Kolkata- 700039, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Jinender Kumar
Bhansali  (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 02/05/2025. Jinender Kumar
Bhansali (New Name) and Jinender
Bhansali (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Hozaifa Mondal (Old
Name),Son Of Abdur Rauf Mondal,
Residing At Vill - Makra,Po -
Thaura, Ps  - Bagdah, North 24
parganas - 743297, West Bengal,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Hozaifa Mondal(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 06/05/
2025.That Md Hozaifa Mondal And
Hozaifa Mondal Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md. Abdur Rauf Mondal(Old
Name),Son Of Ketab Ali Mondal,
Residing At Vill - Makra,Po -
Thaura,Ps  - Bagdah, North24par-
ganas - 743297,West Bengal,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Abdur Rauf Mondal(New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
06/05/2025.That Md. Abdur Rauf
Mondal And Abdur Rauf Mondal
Both Are The Same And One Iden-
tical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Ilias Karim (old name) son of
Rejaul Karim, residing at 22, Haltu
School Road, Haltu, Kolkata,
700078, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ilias Karim (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 05/05/
2025. Ilias Karim (New Name) and
Md Ilias Karim (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sunita Devi Agarwal (old name)
wife of Sushil Agarwal, residing at
Tolly Gardens, 4, Moore Avenue,
Regent Park, Kolkata- 700040,
P.S.- Regent Park, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sunita Agarwal (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 05/05/2025. Sunita
Agarwal (New Name) and Sunita
Devi Agarwal (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shamin Ara (old name) wife of Md
Zakir, residing at 1E/H/12 Ibrahim
Road, P.O.- Khidderpore, P.S.- Ek-
balpore Kolkata- 700023, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Shamim Ara Begum (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 06/05/
2025. Shamim Ara Begum (New
Name) and Shamin Ara (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mahfooz Ansari (old name) S/O
Md Maqsood Alam, residing at
49/5/H/214, karl Marx sarani po
khidderpore ps South Port
kolkata- 700023, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Md Mahfooz Ansari (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, dated 05/05/2025. Md
Mahfooz Ansari (new name) and
Mahfooz Ansari (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mrinal Saha (old name) S/O
Kalyan Kumar Saha, residing at
Roy Danga, P.O.- Durgapur,
Paschim Bardhaman, 713201, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Mrinal Kanti Saha (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated 06/05/
2025. Mrinal Kanti Saha (new
name) and Mrinal Saha (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Subrato Saha S/O Kingkar Saha
(my  & my father old name ), re-
siding at Vill- Kalinagar, P.O.-
Guma, North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743704,
West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my & my father name
and we shall henceforth be known
as Subrata Saha S/O Kinkar Saha
(my & my father new name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Sub-
rata Saha S/O Kinkar Saha (my &
my father new name) and Subrato
Saha S/O Kingkar Saha (my & my
father old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, SK Rony S/O- SK Manik resident
of Puratan Chak, Bat Tala, P.O.-
Nutanganj, P.S.- Burdwan, Dist-
Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal,
PIN-713102, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as ‘SK RONI’ vide an affi-
davit before the Notary public at
Purba Bardhaman on 29/04/2025.
That SK Rony and SK Roni both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sariful Tarafder (Old Name),Son
Of Nurul Islam Tarafder,Residing At
N0073,Kushberia Dakshin Purba-
para,Po - Barbaria,Ps - Dhantala,
Nadia - 741501,West Bengal,Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Shariful
Tarafdar(New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 06/05/2025.
That Sariful Tarafder And Shariful
Tarafdar Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Shahid Siddiqui (Old Name),
S/O Abul Fazal Siddiqui, R/O 14,
Ripon Street, Kolkata - 700016,
West Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Shahid Siddiqui (New
Name),Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore Notary Public At Kolkata On
05/05/2025, That Md Shahid Sid-
diqui And Shahid Siddiqui All Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Tapashi Dey (Old Name),Wife Of
Subhash Dey, Residing At 35 Sub-
arna Pattan, Kazipara,Barasat,
North 24 parganas - 700124,West
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Tapasi Dey(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 06/05/2025.
That Tapashi Dey And Tapasi Dey
Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Subhas Dey (Old Name),Son Of
Upendralal Dey, Residing At 35
Subarna Pattan, Kazipara, Barasat,
North 24 parganas - 700124,West
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Subhash Dey(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 06/05/
2025.That Subhash Dey And Sub-
has Dey Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Puskar Bhattacharjee (Old
Name), Son Of Paritosh Bhat-
tacharjee, Residing At 23 Bidhan
Park,Baranagar, North24parganas
- 700090,West Bengal,Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Puskar Bhat-
tacharya(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 06/05/2025.
That Puskar Bhattacharjee And
Puskar Bhattacharya Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Vineeth Jalan, Residing At Cf -
142,Sector - 1,Saltlake City,Bid-
hannagar, North24parganas -
700064,West Bengal,Do Hereby
Declared That My Minor Son Ahan
Jalan(Old Name) Shall Henceforth
Be Known As Ahaan Jalan(New
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 06/05/2025.That Ahan Jalan
And Ahaan Jalan Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Bimala Tamang,W/O Anup
Tamang, Residing At Ward 6
Kawlay Goan Mirik Darjeeling -
734214,West Bengal ,Shall Hence
forth Be Known As Bimala Rai
Tamang Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 06/05/2025.That Bi-
mala Tamang And Bimala Rai
Tamang Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Bhupendra Kumar Goda (Old
Name),Son Of Late Manikant
Goda, Residing At 53,Suhasini
Ganguly Sarani, Bhawanipore,
Kolkata - 700025, West Bengal,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Bhupendra Kumar Manikant
Goda(New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 06/05/2025 Stating
That Bhupendra Kumar Goda,
Bhupendra Kumar Manikant Goda ,
Bhupendra Kr Manikant Goda,
Bhupendra Kumar M   Goda &
Bhupendra Goda All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Faraz Ahmad (old name ) S/O
Reyaz Ahmed, residing at I-34,
Kasai Para ,PO.- Garden Reach
Kolkata, Pin-700024, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Faraz Ahmed (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at
kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Faraz
Ahmed (new name) and Faraz
Ahmad (old name ) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Riaj Ahmad (old name) S/O
Imdad Ahmed, residing at I-34,
Kasab Para, PO.- Garden Reach
Kolkata, Pin-700024, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Reyaz Ahmed (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at
kolkata, dated 06/05/2025. Reyaz
Ahmed (new name) and Riaj
Ahmad (old name ) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Kritibas Mandal (Old Name), Son
Of Bhushan Mandal, Residing At
Vill - Madhabpur,Po - Bagalia,Ps -
Hura,Purulia - 723126,West Ben-
gal,Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Krittibas Mandal(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 06/05/
2025.That Kritibas Mandal And
Krittibas Mandal Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Mustaquim Khan &
Md Mustaquim (old names) S/O Md
Muslim Khan, residing at Hamid
Nagar, P.O.- Burnpur, Asansol,
Paschim Bardhaman, Pin- 713325,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Mustaquim Khan
(new name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, dated
06/05/2025. Md Mustaquim Khan
(new name) and Mohammed Mus-
taquim Khan & Md Mustaquim (old
names) all are same and identical
person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Muslim Khan (old
name) S/O Late Yousuf Khan, resid-
ing at Hamid Nagar, P.O.- Burnpur,
Asansol, Paschim Bardhaman, Pin-
713325, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Md Muslim
Khan (new name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 06/05/2025. Md Muslim
Khan (new name) and Mohammed
Muslim Khan (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajib Kumar Ghosh (old name)
S/O Sunil Ghosh, residing at 42/4,
Umesh Mukherjee Road, P.O. &
P.S.- Belgharia, Kolkata- 700056,
West Bengal, INDIA, my date of
Birth is 30/04/1975, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Rajib Ghosh (new name)
as declared before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, dated 06/05/2025.
Rajib Ghosh (new name) and Rajib
Kumar Ghosh (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Paromita Das (old name) D/O
Amar Das, residing at MIG A-5,
Niva Park, PH-3, Brahmapur, P.S.-
Bansdroni, Dist.- South 24 Pgs,
Pin- 700096, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Paramita
Sen (new name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 06/05/2025. Paramita Sen
(new name) and Paromita Das
(old name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Joyprakash Ghosh @ Joyprakash
Ghosh Hazra, S/O Rakshakar Ghosh
Hazra, resident of R. C. Das Road,
P.O & P.S. - Burdwan, Dist -- Purba
Bardhaman, declare that henceforth
I shall be known as Joyprakash
Ghosh vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary, Burdwan Dist. Judges'
Court on 2.5.2025.

Name Change
I, ANUP SAHA, S/o Late Nityananda
Saha, Residing at 4/B Taran Bose
Road, Naihati, P.O. + P.S. - Naihati,
North 24 Parganas, Pin 743165
shall henceforth be known as ANUP
KUMAR SAHA as declared before
the Alipur Notary Public dated
06.05.2025. ANUP SAHA and
ANUP KUMAR SAHA both same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sulata Banerjee (old name) wife of
Bhaskar Bandopadhyay, residing at
Flat No. 11/224, 480 Madurdaha, Rail
Vihar, EKTP, P.S – Anandapur, Kolkata
– 700107, West Bengal, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Sulata Bandopadhyay (new
name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata dated 06/05/2025.
Sulata Banerjee (old name) and Su-
lata Bandopadhyay (new name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) TIRTHA RAJ PAUL
S/o- SALIL CHANDRA PAUL, Re-
siding at,  Vill- Himadri Apart-
ment najrul Sarani(North Singa
tala)  Post- Malda, Ps- English-
bazar, Dist- Malda, Pin- 732101,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare
that I have Changed my name
from TIRTHA RAJ PAUL  To
TIRTHARAJ PAUL (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) TIRTHARAJ PAUL
in all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 16
April 2025, TIRTHARAJ PAUL and
TIRTHA RAJ PAUL both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Ariful Islam Mondal (old
name) son of Daud Al Mondal, re-
siding at Bamihati, P.O.- Jassure,
P.S.- Habra, Dist-North 24 Pgs, Pin-
743233, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ariful Islam
Mondal  (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 05/05/2025. Ariful Islam
Mondal (New Name) and Md Ariful
Islam Mondal (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Motilal Bhowmick & Matilal
Bhowmick (old name) son of Sudhir
Bhowmik, residing at Vill- Boro-
dangi, P.O. & P.S.- Golaghat, Dist-
Purba Medinipur, Pin- 721134, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Matilal Bhowmik (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 05/05/2025.
Matilal Bhowmik (New Name) and
Motilal Bhowmick & Matilal
Bhowmick (old names) all are same
and identical person.

Celebrating 100 Glorious
Years of Howrah Division:

Rajdhani Express

MI News Service, Kolkata:
As the Howrah Division,
Eastern Railway celebrates
its centenary in 2025,
Howrah Station, a histori-
cal landmark in Indian
Railways, has witnessed
many pioneering develop-
ments over its century-long
existence, most of which
have been passenger-cen-
tric. Among the
most notable
achievements is
the introduction
of the Rajdhani
Express, India’s
first superfast,
fully air-condi-
tioned train, connecting the
national capital with major
cities across the country.
This revolutionary step was
a response to the growing
passenger traffic on the
Delhi–Calcutta route dur-
ing the 1960s.

In 1967, trial runs
began on the Howrah–
Delhi route via the Grand
Chord, already in use at the
time. The result was the
launch of the Rajdhani Ex-
press, which had its
maiden run on March 3,
1969. Operated as a bi-
weekly service between
Howrah and New Delhi, it
quickly became a symbol of
speed, efficiency, and
modernity. The train ran at
speeds up to 120 kmph,
making it the fastest in

India, surpassing the Kalka
Mail, which had a top
speed of 100 kmph. The
Rajdhani Express was
equipped with onboard
catering, full air-condition-
ing, and a dedicated team
of staff from electrical, me-
chanical, signalling, and
telecommunication depart-
ments to address any oper-

ational issues
during the jour-
ney. To accom-
modate its high
speed, extensive
work was un-
dertaken on the
tracks, and

safety measures were in-
tensified. Special training
drives were also conducted
for gatekeepers at level
crossings to prevent acci-
dents, as many crossings
lacked warning systems at
the time.

Over the years, the
train’s frequency in-
creased, and it now runs
daily—six days via Dhan-
bad and once a week via
Patna. In 2000, another
Rajdhani Express service
was introduced between
Sealdah and New Delhi,
further enhancing connec-
tivity. The Rajdhani Ex-
press remains a prestigious
offering of Indian Railways,
reflecting its commitment
to passenger service and
operational excellence.

Revised timings of 
Jasidih –Pune Express
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Due to technical reason, Rail-
way has decided to revised
the timings of 11428 Jasidih
– Pune Express with effect
from 11.05.2025.  11428 ja-
sidih – Pune Express will
leave Jasidih at 21:45 hrs. in-
stead of 20:30 hrs.

Regulation of
trains in Asansol –
Jhajha Section
MI News Service, Kolkata:   Due
to track maintenance work
between Chittaranjan &
Sitarampur stations over
Asansol Division, Traffic and
Power Block has been
planned on 07.05.2025 and
11.05.2025 after passing
13332 Patna – Dhanbad In-
tercity Express., Conse-
quently, 63509/63510 Bard
dhaman – Jhajha – Bard-
haman  MEMU will be short
terminated at/ short origi-
nated from Asansol and
63546 Jasidih – Andal MEMU
will be rescheduled by 150
minutes.

Celebration of 100 Glorious years of
Howrah Division: Prabhat Pheri And

Leaflet Distribution at Howrah Station

MI News Service, Kolkata:   As
part of the ongoing celebra-
tions of 100 Glorious Years of
Howrah Division, a vibrant
Prabhat Pheri and leaflet dis-
tribution program were or-
ganized at Howrah Station
on 6th May 2025 under the
direction of Divisional Rail-
way Manager, Sri Sanjeev
Kumar. The event was en-
thusiastically carried out by
railway staff and dedicated
volunteers, adding colour
and energy to the early
morning hours at one of the
busiest railway stations in
the country.

The Prabhat Pheri com-
menced from the station
premises and proceeded
through key areas, with par-
ticipants raising slogans that
reflected the pride and

legacy of the Howrah Divi-
sion. The procession created
a spirited atmosphere, draw-
ing the attention of passen-
gers and the general public
alike. Leaflets showcasing
the remarkable journey,
major milestones, and con-
tributions of Howrah Divi-
sion over the past century
were distributed among
commuters. The objective
was to highlight the Divi-
sion’s pivotal role in the de-
velopment of Indian
Railways and to foster
awareness about its achieve-
ments and future vision. The
event was a meaningful trib-
ute to the illustrious history
of Howrah Division and
served to inspire continued
commitment towards excel-
lence in railway service.

General Manager inspects Cen-
tral Park depot of Green Line

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Shri
P. Uday Kumar Reddy,
General Manager, Metro
Railway inspected the Cen-
tral Park Depot. of Green
Line today i.e. on 06.05.25.
During this inspection,

Shri Reddy interacted with
the staff and officers of the
depot. and took stock of
the maintenance work.
Senior officers of Metro
Railway accompanied him
during this inspection.

Foreign investors inject nearly
Rs 8.5K Cr in India's equity mkts
MI News Service, New
Delhi: Foreign investors
have infused nearly Rs
8,500 crore in the coun-
try's equity markets last
week, after a phase of
heavy outflows earlier in
the month, supported by
renewed investor confi-
dence, resilient domestic
economy and relative insu-
lation from global trade
disruptions.

During the holiday-
truncated week ended
April 18, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) made a net
investment of Rs 8,472
crore in equities.This in-
cludes withdrawal of Rs
2,352 crore on April 15,
but investment of Rs
10,824 crore in the follow-
ing two days, data with the
depositories showed.
While the recent uptick in
FPI activity signals a po-
tential shift in sentiment,
the sustainability of these
flows will hinge on the
evolving trajectory of
global macroeconomic
conditions, stability in the
US trade policy, and the
continued strength of
India's domestic growth
outlook, Himanshu Srivas-
tava, Associate director -
Manager Research, Morn-
ingstar Investment, said.

During the week, trad-
ing took place on just three
days from April 15 to 17 --
Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. The stock mar-
ket was closed on Monday
and Friday due to Ambed-
kar Jayanti and Good Fri-
day, respectively. Overall,
FPIs pulled out Rs 23,103
crore from the equities in
April so far, taking the
total outflow to Rs 1.4 lakh
crore since the beginning
of 2025, data showed. The

initial part of the month
was marked by aggressive
FPI selling, driven largely
by global uncertainties
stemming from the US tar-
iff policy developments.

However, renewed in-
vestor confidence was sup-
ported by India's resilient
domestic economy, relative
insulation from global
trade disruptions, and
comparatively attractive
valuations given recent
correction in the Indian
equity markets, Srivastava
said. This reversal in FPI
activity has been caused by
two important factors.
Firstly, decline in the dol-
lar index to around 100
level and the expectation
of further weakness in the
dollar are nudging FPIs
away from the US to
emerging markets like
India, VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strate-
gist, Geojit Investments,
said.

Secondly, both the US
and China are likely to re-
port subdued growth this
year, while India is ex-
pected to clock a growth
rate of 6 per cent in FY 26
even in an unfavourable
global environment. This
relative outperformance of
India in growth can lead to
outperformance in the
market, too, he added. In
March, FPIs withdrew Rs
3,973 crore and FPIs took
out Rs 34,574 crore, while
in January, the outflow
was higher at Rs 78,027
crore. Geojit's Vijayaku-
mar said that the focus of
all investors including FPIs
is likely to be domestic
consumption themes like
financials, telecom, avia-
tion, cement, select autos
and healthcare.

RBI looks to double investment
limit for foreign individuals

MI News Service, New Delhi: India's central bank is set to
double to 10% a cap on investment by individual foreign in-
vestors in listed companies, as it aims to boost capital in-
flows, according to two senior government officials. Foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs), pressured by poor earnings, high
valuations and prospects of U.S. tariffs, have pulled 
more than $28 billion out of Indian stocks since Septem-
ber's record high in the benchmark NSE Nifty 50. To boost 
foreign investment, India is widening to all foreign investors
benefits it had until now restricted to overseas Indians,
while also raising applicable investment limits, the 
officials said.

"It is felt that these proposals may be implemented as
early as possible," the central bank told the government in
a letter last week, pointing to disruption in capital inflows
among recent developments in the external sector. Emails
seeking comment from the finance ministry, the central
bank, and the market regulator, the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI), did not get any response. The
plans envisage allowing all foreign individual investors to
invest a maximum of 10% in a listed company, the docu-
ment showed. That is up from the 5% holding in an Indian
company allowed to overseas Indian citizens by special
rules under the Foreign Exchange Management Act
(FEMA). "Current foreign exchange management rules only
mention non-resident Indians (NRIs) and overseas citizens
of India (OCIs) under Schedule III," the second government
official said, speaking on condition of anonymity. "We are
broadening this to include all individual foreign investors."
The central bank, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), will also
raise to 24% the combined holding limit for all overseas in-
dividual investors in an Indian listed company, from 10%
now, the officials added. The plan to hike foreign investor
limits in Indian listed firms is in the final stages of discussion
between the government, the RBI, and SEBI, the officials
said. While the government and the RBI favour the move,
the market regulator has flagged some challenges in mon-
itoring compliance with foreign investment limits.

India's forex reserves jump
$1.56 bn to USD 677.83 bn
MI News Service, Mumbai:
India's forex reserves in-
creased by USD 1.567 bil-
lion to USD 677.835 billion
for the week ended April
11, the Reserve Bank said.
This is the sixth consecu-
tive week of a rise in the
kitty. 
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MI News Service, New  
Delhi:    A full emergency 
was declared at Delhi's 
Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport on 
Tuesday after fumes 
were reported inside the 
cabin of an Aeroflot flight 
en route from Bangkok to 
Moscow, airport sources 
said.

According to Delhi air-
port sources, the flight 
crew reported fumes in 
the cabin and requested 
an emergency landing.

The flight crew alerted 
air traffic control around 
3:50 pm, requesting an 
emergency landing after 
detecting fumes inside 
the aircraft.

The plane, carrying 
425 passengers, landed 
safely at the airport with-
out incident.

All protocols related to 
emergency landing were 
set in place. A safety in-
spection of the flight is 
underway.

MI News Service, Balasore:    
At least 25 passengers 
were injured after a bus 
lost control and plunged 
into a drain following a 
collision with a tractor on 
the Balasore-Fuladi road 
near Nuniajodi Bridge 
in Balasore district on 
Tuesday, an official said.

According to Balaso-
re Assistant Fire Officer 
Samir Kumar Bisal, the 
bus, which was travelling 
from Jaleswar to Balasore, 
was speeding when it was 
hit by a tractor coming 
from the opposite direc-
tion, causing the vehicle to 
lose balance and overturn 
into a roadside drain.

Emergency teams from 
the Fire Department, 
Odisha Disaster Rapid 
Action Force (ODRAF), 
and residents rushed to 
the scene and launched 
rescue operations.

"When we received 
information, our team 
reached here and saw 
that 5-6 people were 
trapped inside the bus. 
Our team brought them 
out," Bisal told ANI.

He added that before 
their arrival, several in-
jured passengers had 
already been transported 
to the district headquar-
ters hospital in 4-5 am-
bulances.

MI News Service,   New 
Delhi:  In his first statement 
after the much-awaited 
India-UK FTA is finalised, 
Commerce Ministry Piyush 
Goyal termed the deal to 
be a future-ready step that 
will unlock growth, jobs, 
and innovation in India.

He further stated it to be 
a true reflection of India's 
rising global economic 
stature.

"Under the guidance, 
leadership, and constant 
encouragement of Hon'ble 
PM Narendra Modi ji, 
India achieves another 
historic milestone. The 
IndiaUKFTA, along with 
a Double Contribution 
Convention, is a bold, fu-
ture-ready step that will 
unlock growth, jobs, and 

innovation--accelerat-
ing our journey towards 
ViksitBharat2047. A true 
reflection of India's rising 
global economic stature," 
he wrote on X.

UK FTA negotiations 
were launched on January 
13, 2022. Multiple rounds 
of negotiations have been 
held before finally reach-
ing the deal.

UK Business and Trade 
Secretary Jonathan Reyn-
olds and Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal held final 
talks in London last week 
after relaunching negotia-
tions only two months ago. 
Negotiators across both 
sides have worked around 
the clock since February 
to get this deal done.

Prime Minister Modi 
and his UK counter-
part Keir Starmer had a 
telephone conversation 
today. The two leaders 
welcomed the successful 
conclusion of an ambi-
tious and mutually ben-
eficial India-UK Free 
Trade Agreement along 
with the Double Contri-
bution Convention.

The Leaders described 
it a historic milestone in 
the bilateral Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership 
that would foster trade, 
investment, innovation 
and job creation in both 
the economies.

Both agreed that the 
landmark agreements 
between the two big and 
open market economies of 
the world will open new 
opportunities for busi-
nesses, strengthen eco-
nomic linkages, and deep-
en people-to-people ties.

PM Starmer said that 
strengthening allianc-
es and reducing trade 
barriers with economies 

around the world is part 
of their Plan for Change 
to deliver a stronger and 
more secure economy.

"Today we have agreed 
a landmark deal with In-
dia - one of the fastest 
growing economies in the 
world, which will grow 
the economy and deliv-
er for British people and 
business. Strengthening 
our alliances and reduc-
ing trade barriers with 
economies around the 
world is part of our Plan 
for Change to deliver a 
stronger and more secure 
economy here at home," 
the UK PM said.

PM Modi and Starmer 
agreed that expanding eco-
nomic and commercial ties 
between India and the UK 
remain a cornerstone of 
the increasingly robust and 
multifaceted partnership.

The conclusion of a 
balanced, equitable and 
ambitious FTA, covering 
trade in goods and ser-
vices, is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance bilat-
eral trade, generate new 
avenues for employment, 
raise living standards, 
and improve the overall 
well-being of citizens in 
both countries.

It will also unlock new 
potential for the two na-
tions to jointly develop 
products and services 
for global markets. This 
agreement cements the 
strong foundations of the 
India-UK Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership, and 
paves the way for a new 
era of collaboration and 
prosperity.

Prime Minister Modi 
invited Prime Minister 
Starmer to visit India. The 
leaders agreed to remain 
in touch. 

MI News Service,   New 
Delhi:   India and the UK 
have successfully con-
cluded an ambitious and 
mutually beneficial Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), 
along with a Double Con-
tribution Convention in 
a historic deal that will 
open up massive export 
opportunities for many la-
bour-intensive sectors in 
India.

The conclusion of FTA 
was announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and his UK counterpart 
Sir Keir Starmer.

The Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry said in 
release that the "historic 
and ambitious deal" will 
boost jobs, exports and 
national growth.

It said that 99 per cent 
Indian exports will bene-
fit from zero duty and the 
agreement will provide 
significant boost to trade 
in services, such as IT/
ITeS, financial services, 
professional services, oth-
er business services and 
educational services.

The Commerce Min-
istry said that the for-
ward-looking Agreement 
is aligned with India's vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat 2047 
and complements the 
growth aspirations of both 
the countries.

The engagement builds 
upon the discussions held 
between the two Prime 
Ministers on the sidelines 
of the G-20 Summit in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, in No-
vember 2024.

Following the meeting 
between the two Prime 
Ministers, intense FTA 
negotiations resumed in 
February 2025 marked by 
several engagements be-
tween the Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal and the UK. Sec-
retary of State Jonathan 
Reynolds and their teams.

PM Modi said the land-
mark agreements will ca-
talyse trade, investment, 
growth, job creation, and 
innovation in both coun-
tries.

"In a historic milestone, 
India and the UK have 
successfully concluded 
an ambitious and mutu-
ally beneficial Free Trade 
Agreement, along with a 
Double Contribution Con-
vention. These landmark 
agreements will further 
deepen our Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partner-
ship, and catalyse trade, 
investment, growth, job 
creation, and innovation 
in both our economies," 
he said in a post on X.

Piyush Goyal thanked 
the Prime Minister for 
his guidance and encour-
agement which made the 
trade deal possible, and 

under whose visionary 
leadership India is looked 
upon as "Vishwa Mitra - 
Trusted Partner" of the 
world.

"This Agreement sets a 
new benchmark for equi-
table and ambitious trade 
between two large econo-
mies. It will benefit Indian 
farmers, fishermen, work-
ers, MSMEs, startups and 
innovators. It brings us 
closer to our goal of be-
coming a global economic 
powerhouse. This FTA is 
not only about goods and 
services, but also about 
people, possibilities and 
prosperity. It protects our 
core interests while open-
ing doors to India's great-
er participation in global 
value chains," he said.

Commerce Secretary 
Sunil Barthwal empha-
sised that this FTA is a 
game changer and will set 
India further on the path 
of rapid economic growth 
and benefit India's glob-
al integration. This is the 
most comprehensive free 
trade deal ever entered 
into by India and will be 
the gold standard for our 
future engagements.

The FTA takes place in 
the backdrop of growing 
economic relations be-
tween India and the UK as 
exemplified in the bilater-
al trade of about USD 60 
billion which is projected 
to double by 2030.

The release said that 
this comprehensive and 
forward-looking agree-
ment is the culmination 
of intense negotiations 
aimed at deepening trade 
and investment ties across 
a range of sectors, includ-
ing goods, services and 
technology. It is designed 
to promote sustainable 
and inclusive economic 
growth, ensure resilient 
supply chains and gener-
ate high-quality employ-
ment in India.

In an unprecedented 
achievement, India has 
secured an exemption for 
Indian workers who are 
temporarily in the UK 
and their employers from 
paying social security con-
tributions in the UK for a 
period of three years un-
der the Double Contribu-
tion Convention. This will 
make Indian service pro-
viders significantly more 
competitive in the UK, the 
release said.

The release said that 
FTA with the UK is a 
modern, comprehensive 
and landmark agreement 
which seeks to achieve 
deep economic integra-
tion along with trade lib-
eralisation and tariff con-
cessions.

The FTA ensures com-
prehensive market ac-

cess for goods, across all 
sectors, covering all of 
India's export interests. 
India will gain from tariff 
elimination on about 99% 
of the tariff lines covering 
almost 100% of the trade 
value offering huge oppor-
tunities for increase in the 
bilateral trade between 
India and the UK.

"The FTA provides pos-
itive impact on manufac-
turing across labour and 
technology intensive sec-
tors and opens up export 
opportunities for sectors 
such as textiles, marine 
products, leather, foot-
wear, sports goods and 
toys, gems and jewellery 
and other important sec-
tors such as engineering 
goods, auto parts and en-
gines and organic chemi-
cals. This will substantial-
ly improve Indian goods 
competitiveness in the UK 
vis-a-vis other countries," 
the release said.

The FTA will have sig-
nificant positive gains for 
employment in India.

"India will benefit from 
one of the most ambitious 
FTA commitment from the 
UK in Services such as IT/
ITeS, financial services, 
professional services, 
other business services 
and educational services, 
opening up new opportu-
nities and jobs," the re-
lease said.

The FTA eases mobility 
for professionals includ-
ing Contractual Service 
Suppliers; Business Visi-
tors; Investors; Intra-Cor-
porate Transferees; 
partners and dependent 
children of Intra-Corpo-
rate Transferees with 
right to work; and Inde-
pendent Professionals like 
yoga instructors, musi-
cians and chefs.

Immense opportunities 
for talented and skilled 
Indian youth will open up 
in the UK which is a ma-
jor global centre for dig-
itally delivered services 
due to its strong financial 
and professional services 
sectors and advanced 
digital infrastructure, the 
release said.

India has secured sig-
nificant commitments 
on digitally delivered 
services for Indian ser-
vice suppliers, specially 
in professional services 
such as architecture and 
engineering, computer 
related services and tele-
communication services.

"The exemption for 
Indian workers who are 
temporarily in the UK and 
their employers from pay-
ing social security contri-
butions in the UK for a pe-
riod of three years under 
the Double Contribution 
Convention will lead to 

significant financial gains 
for the Indian service pro-
viders and enhance their 
competitiveness in the UK 
market that would create 
new job opportunities as 
well as benefit large num-
ber of Indians working in 
the UK," the release said.

India has ensured that 
non-tariff barriers are 
suitably addressed to en-
sure free flow of goods 
and services and that they 
do not create unjustified 
restrictions to India's ex-
ports, the release said.

The FTA seeks to pro-
mote good regulatory 
practices and enhance 
transparency that are in 
sync with India's own fo-
cus on domestic reforms 
to enhance the ease of do-
ing business.

"As two leading democ-
racies and global innova-
tion hubs, India and the 
UK reaffirm their com-
mitment to strengthening 
economic cooperation and 
working together to ad-
dress global challenges," 
the release said.

The India-UK FTA sets 
a new benchmark for fair, 
ambitious, and modern 
trade agreements world-
wide, it added. 

MI News Service,   New 
Delhi:   Union Minister for 
Health and Family Welfare 
and BJP National Presi-
dent JP Nadda on Tuesday 
underscored the urgent 
need for nationwide pre-
paredness in the health 
sector to manage disasters 
and fire hazards, saying 
that "real change is possi-
ble" and that everyone has 
a "role to play".

He was addressing the 
2nd National Workshop on 
Health Disaster Prepared-
ness and Fire Safety.

Nadda stated, "Real 
change is possible, if we 
act in time. Everyone 
here has a role to play. 
By focusing on training, 
preparedness, and digi-
tal dissemination through 
iGOT, we can strengthen 
the resilience of the health 
sector."

The Integrated Gov-
ernment Online Training 
(iGOT) platform is a gov-
ernment initiative de-
signed to provide online 
training and build the ca-
pacity of public officials, 
aiming to improve their 
skills and effectiveness in 
serving citizens.

He added, "I congratu-
late the Health Department 
for organizing this Second 
National Workshop on Di-
saster Preparedness and 
Fire Safety in the Health 
Sector. Special thanks to 
Shri Rajendra Singh of the 
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority for his 
valuable input in strength-
ening the content of the 
workshop."

Highlighting the work-

shop's nationwide coor-
dination, he noted, "This 
national workshop is be-
ing conducted in coor-
dination with states and 
union territories. I've been 
informed that many peo-
ple are watching this pro-
gram from other halls via 
screens -- I thank them for 
their participation."

He praised the evolving 
approach of the Health 
Ministry, "This second 
workshop clearly reflects 
how the health depart-
ment is moving forward 
in terms of preparedness 
for disasters. Earlier, we 
only issued circulars or did 
brief audits before sum-
mer, but now we realize 
that deeper engagement is 
needed."

Emphasizing the need to 
sensitize all health profes-
sionals, Nadda said, "We 
need to sensitize healthcare 
workers, practitioners, and 
those involved in the health 
system. That's the objective 
of this workshop."

"Our effort is to make 
healthcare facilities both 
resilient and resistant. Im-
portantly, this is not just for 
government hospitals, but 
for all health facilities -- in-
cluding private hospitals, 
nursing homes, polyclinics, 
maternity centers, and pri-
mary healthcare facilities," 
he added.

The minister stressed 
that the scope of prepared-
ness must extend beyond 
conventional institutions, 
"Training must go beyond 
hospitals and extend to 
every type of facility, in-
cluding Ayushman Bharat 

Health and Wellness Cen-
ters."

Nadda warned of the spe-
cific hazards prevalent in 
healthcare environments, 
stating, "We have greater 
responsibility because we 
work with high-load equip-
ment, flammable materials, 
oxygen (which is lifesaving 
but also flammable), other 
gases, chemicals, and hand 
sanitizers. We must follow 
all protocols. Disasters can 
be prevented."

He also highlighted 
the need for inclusive re-
sponsibility, "There are 
patients on life-support, 
pregnant women, chil-
dren, and disabled indi-
viduals in hospitals -- so 
our responsibilities are 
immense. It's not just the 
job of directors or su-
perintendents, but of all 
workers at every level."

"Dissemination of infor-
mation, detailed training, 
and practical application 
are key. Confidence comes 
not from theory alone, but 
from hands-on practice," 
he said.

He called for a wider 
adoption of the workshop 
model.

He said, "This workshop 
should not be limited to 
the national level. States 
and UTs must adopt it, 
and not just for govern-
ment hospitals, but for 
private ones too."

Referring to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's 
emphasis on regular safe-
ty audits, Nadda stated, 
"Prime Minister Modi has 
also stressed the need for 
regular safety audits."

India-UK trade deal will 
unlock growth, jobs, and 
innovation: Piyush Goyal

FTA with UK opens "massive export 
opportunities" for India's labour-intensive 

sectors, 99% exports to benefit from zero duty

"Real change is possible": JP Nadda calls 
for health sector preparedness at National 

Workshop on disaster &amp; fire safety

Moscow-bound flight 
makes emergency 

landing in Delhi after 
fumes detected

25 injured after bus 
falls into drain after 
collision in Balasore

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all concerned 
persons that the original Deed of Gift 
being no. 1167 for the year 2005 duly 
registered in the office of A.D.S.R., 
Naihati, in respect of the property  
situate under Mouza- Jethia, Dag no. 
332, Khatian no. old 579 new 3442 had 
been lost from the custody of Laltu 
Shaw and a G.D.E. No. 68 has also been 
lodged against such loss of the Said 
Deed of Gift in the local P.S. at Jethia 
on 02.05.2025.
If any person/s having any right,  
interest & claim against the said  
property as mentioned above, he/
she/they may lodge such claim to the  
undersigned within 15 days from 
the date of this publication else  
thereafter the same shall be  
treated as non-claimable and no  
further claim against the property shall  
be entertained.

S.D. Talukdar, Advocate 
M: 7001276954 

Soumyadipta Talyktor 
ADVOCATE 

Alipore Judges' Court
NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE JAGATBALLAVPUR-I 
GRAM PANCHAYET

Naikuli,Munshirhat,Jagatballavpur,Howrah
Notice Inviting E-Tender

Ref Memo No-JBpur-I/94/NIT-25/15th  CFC(T) 
SBM/2025-26                 � Dt-05.05.2025
JBpur-I/95/NIT-26/15th  CFC(T) SBM/2025-26                       
� Dt-05.05.2025  
JBpur-I/96/NIT-27/ SBM/2025-26                                          
� Dt-05.05.2025   
JBpur-I/97/NIT-28/15th  CFC(T) /2025-26                              
� Dt-05.05.2025
JBpur-I/100/NIT-29/SBM/2025-26                                           
� Dt-05.05.2025
Tenders are invited in the web site http:// 
wbtenders.gov.in for above reference no. Last 
Date of submission of bid-16/05/2025  17:00PM.
Bid opening date-19/05/2025  ,10:00 am.

Sd/-Pradhan
Jagatballavpur-I Gram Panchayet
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New Delhi : In a bid to enhance transparency,
the Supreme Court on Monday said it has
uploaded statements of assets of judges on its
website, in accordance with a full-court deci-
sion to place the relevant details in the public
domain.

"The full court of the Supreme Court of
India has on April 1, 2025 decided that the
statements of assets of the judges of this court
shall be placed in the public domain by upload-
ing the same on the website of this court.
Statements of assets of judges already received
are being uploaded. Statements of assets of
other judges will be uploaded as and when the
current statement of assets is received," a
release issued by the court said.

The top court has also placed the com-

plete process of appointments to the high
courts and the Supreme Court, including the
role assigned to the High Court Collegium, the

role of and inputs received from the state gov-
ernments, Union of India and consideration by
the Supreme Court Collegium, on its website
for the knowledge and awareness of the pub-
lic.   "The proposals approved by the Supreme
Court Collegium for appointments as high
court judges during the period from November
9, 2022 to May 5, 2025, including the names,
high court, source -- whether from service or
Bar, date of recommendation by the Supreme
Court Collegium, date of notification by the
Department of Justice, date of appointment,
special category (SC/ST/OBC/Minority/Woman)
and whether the candidate is related to any sit-
ting or retired High Court/Supreme Court
judge, have also been uploaded on the
Supreme Court website," the statement said.

New Delhi : Days before going under
the hammer at Sotheby's Hong Kong,
India has stepped in to halt the auction
of a portion of the sacred Buddhist
relics that were excavated in the north-
ern parts of the country in 1898 and
demanded their repatriation.

In a statement on Monday, the
Ministry of Culture said it has issued a
"legal notice to Sotheby's Hong Kong",
seeking "immediate cessation of the
auction" scheduled for Wednesday
(May 7).   There was no immediate
reaction from the auction house.

However, the Ministry of Culture
said Sotheby has responded to the legal
notice with the "assurance" that "full
attention" is being given to the matter.

"These relics, excavated from the
PiprahwaStupa -- widely recognised as
the ancient city of Kapilavastu, the
birthplace of Lord Buddha -- hold
immense historical and spiritual signif-
icance," the statement said.

The Piprahwa Relics, which
include bone fragments, soapstone and
crystal caskets, a sandstone coffer and
offerings, such as gold ornaments and
gemstones, were excavated by William

Claxton Peppe in 1898, it said. An
inscription in the Brahmi script on one
of the caskets confirms these as relics
of the Buddha deposited by the Sakya
clan, the ministry said.  The majority of
these relics were transferred to the
Indian Museum in Kolkata in 1899 and
classified as "AA" antiquities under the
Indian law, prohibiting their removal or
sale, the statement said.   "While a por-
tion of the bone relics was gifted to the
King of Siam, a selection retained by
Peppe's descendants has now been list-
ed for auction," it said.

In a post on X, the culture ministry
shared a copy of the legal notice,
according to which another copy of it
has been sent to a descendant of Peppe.

"On behalf of the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, this legal
notice is hereby issued to Sotheby's
Hong Kong and Chris Peppe, descen-
dant of William Claxton Peppe,
demanding the immediate cessation of
the auction titled 'The Piprahwa Gems
of the Historical Buddha, Mauryan
Empire, Ashokan Era, circa 240-200
BCE', scheduled for May 7, 2025," the
notice read.     The Ministry of Culture,

in its statement, said the government
has taken "swift and comprehensive
measures" to "prevent the auction" of
the relics, underscoring India's "com-
mitment to protecting its cultural and
religious heritage".  The notice men-
tions that "these relics -- referred to as
'duplicate jewels' -- constitute inalien-
able religious and cultural heritage of
India and the global Buddhist commu-
nity. Their sale violates Indian and
international laws, as well as United
Nations conventions".  The ministry
further said that upon learning about
the proposed auction, it has initiated a
set of actions.  "The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) also requested the
Consulate General of Hong Kong to take
up the matter with authorities there
demanding the immediate cessation of
the auction," it said.  During a bilateral
meeting on May 2, Culture Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat had
"raised" the issue with the UK's
Secretary of State for Culture, Media
and Sport, Lisa Nandy, it said.

"The minister emphasised the cul-
tural and religious significance of the
relics and urged immediate action to

halt the auction and facilitate their
repatriation," the statement said.

Nandy recently visited India.
On Monday, the culture secretary

convened a high-level review meeting
to outline further steps, the statement
said, adding that the "Ministry of
External Affairs has been requested to
engage with embassies in the United
Kingdom and Hong Kong through its
Europe, West and East Asia divisions to
ensure the auction is stopped".

The Financial Investigation Unit
(FIU) has been asked to coordinate with
its counterpart in Hong Kong to "high-
light the illegality of the auction and
ensure compliance with international
laws", the ministry said.

The Ministry of Culture said it
remains "steadfast in its efforts to pro-
tect India's cultural heritage and
ensure the repatriation of the Piprahwa
Relics".

"We call upon Sotheby's Hong
Kong to immediately withdraw the
relics from auction and cooperate with
Indian authorities to return these
sacred artefacts to their rightful place,"
the statement said.

India seeks to halt auction of Buddhist relics
by Sotheby's Hong Kong sends legal notice 

Patna : Marking a significant
milestone for India in the global
legal arena, eminent child rights
lawyer BhuwanRibhu has become
the first Indian lawyer to be con-
ferred with the 'Medal of Honour'
by the World Jurist Association
(WJA) at the World Law Congress.
Held from May 4 to May 6 in the
Dominican Republic, the event
brought together over 1500 legal
luminaries and 300 speakers from
more than 70 countries. The
world's oldest association of
jurists honouredBhuwanRibhu for
his pioneering work of over two
decades, using legal interventions
and grassroots mobilisation to
advance child protection and child
rights. Since its establishment in
1963, the World Jurist Association
has honoured iconic figures such
as Sir Winston Churchill, Nelson
Mandela, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
King Felipe VI of Spain, René
Cassin, and Kerry Kennedy for
their contributions to justice and
the rule of law. BhuwanRibhu has,
in the last 20 years, has filed and
led 60 PILs for child protection
and child rights which resulted in
landmark rulings in the Supreme
Court of India and various High
Courts. He is also the founder of

Just Rights for Children (JRC)-the
world's largest legal intervention
network for child protection-with
its presence globally. There are 32
NGO partners of JRC working for
child protection in 38 districts of
Bihar and to end child marriage
by 2030. The situation of child
marriage prevalence is grim in the
state with 40.8 percent as per the
National Family Health Survey V
(2019-21) as against the national

prevalence of 23.3 percent.
During his acceptance speech,
BhuwanRibhu said, "Children
should never have to fight for jus-
tice alone. The law must be their
shield, and justice must be their
right." He received the 'Medal of
Honour' by Eddy Olivares Ortega,
Hon'ble Minister of Labor of
Dominican Republic, and Javier
Cremades, President of the World
Jurist Association. Also present on

the occasion was Hon'ble Minister
of Women of the Dominican
Republic Mayra Jiménez.

Lauding BhuwanRibhu's work
and achievements over the years,
Javier Cremades, President of the
WJA, stated, "Bhuwan firmly
believes that justice is the
strongest pillar of democracy and
has dedicated his life to the serv-
ice of justice for children and
women who are victims of sexual
crimes in his country and globally.
His efforts have saved hundreds of
thousands of children and women
and set legal frameworks that will
protect generations to come.  This
award is a recognition of his tire-
less work building a safe, more
just world for children through
the power of the law."

With over two decades of advo-
cacy and legal intervention,
BhuwanRibhu is a driving force
behind the transformation of
India's child protection ecosystem.
He has led legal campaigns and
on-ground actions combatting
child marriage, trafficking, child
labour, and child sexual abuse.
Through his sustained efforts, sys-
temic reforms are now pushing
India toward the tipping point to
end child marriage by 2030.

Washington DC [US] : A study
analyzing data from nationally
representative dietary surveys
and mortality data from eight
countries (Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico,
United Kingdom, and United
States) shows that premature
deaths attributable to consump-
tion of ultraprocessed foods
(UPFs) increase significantly
according to their share in indi-
viduals' total energy intake

The new study, appearing in
the American Journal of
Preventive Medicine, published by
Elsevier, reinforces the call for
global action to reduce UPF con-
sumption, supported by regulato-
ry and fiscal policies that foster
healthier environments.

UPFs are ready-to-eat-or-heat
industrial formulations that are
made with ingredients extracted
from foods or synthesised in labo-
ratories, with little or no whole
foods in their composition.

These have gradually been
replacing traditional foods and
meals made from fresh and mini-
mally processed ingredients.

Lead investigator of the study,
Eduardo Augusto
FernandesNilson, DSc, Oswaldo
Cruz Foundation (Fiocruz), Brazil,
says,

"UPFs affect health beyond the
individual impact of high content
of critical nutrients (sodium, trans

fats, and sugar) because of the
changes in the foods during indus-
trial processing and the use of
artificial ingredients, including
colorants, artificial flavors and
sweeteners, emulsifiers, and
many other additives and process-
ing aids, so assessing deaths from
all-causes associated with UPF
consumption allows an overall
estimate of the effect of industrial
food processing on health."

While previous studies focused
on specific dietary risk factors
instead of food patterns, the cur-
rent study modeled data from
nationally representative dietary
surveys and mortality data from
eight countries (Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico,
United Kingdom, and United
States) to link dietary patterns,
considering the extent and pur-
pose of industrial food processing,
to deaths from all causes.

High consumption of UPFs has
been associated with 32 different
diseases, including cardiovascular
disease, obesity, diabetes, some
types of cancer, and depression.

For the first time, this study
has estimated the burden of UPF
intake on premature deaths from
all causes in different countries,
showing that the attributable
mortality is significant in all set-
tings and that addressing UPF
consumption should be a global
public nutrition priority. 

Kota : Bashir Ahmed Mayukh, a
revered scholar and literary lumi-
nary known for fostering commu-
nal harmony through his writings
on Jain AgamGranth, the Vedas,
and India's syncretic Ganga-
JamuniTahajib, passed away here
at the age of 99.

According to his son, Firoz
Khan Mayukh, he suffered a para-
lytic attack on Sunday morning
and was admitted to a private
hospital, where doctors diagnosed
a major brain clot and warned of
low chances of survival. Despite
efforts to treat him, he breathed
his last at 2:30 pm. He is survived
by two sons and two daughters.

'ShabdragiMayukh' was his
last publication among eight
books that he had authored. Born
on October 16, 1926, in
Chipabarod (now in Baran dis-
trict), Mayukh received numerous
literary honours, the last being
the Vishva Hindi Samman, con-
ferred by President Ram
NathKovind.

Despite being formally edu-
cated only up to the middle stan-
dard in the British system,
Mayukh carved his literary path
through self-study, producing an
array of acclaimed works.

His writings included
SwarnRekha- a poetic adaptation
of Rigvedic mantras, Arhat -
based on Jain AgamGranth,
Suryabeej - a collection of songs
and poems, and Jyotipath - an
inclusive poetic synthesis of the
Vedas, Quran, Gita, Upanishads,
Jain-Buddhist Agams, and Guru
Granth Sahib. He also wrote
Gumshuda Ki Talash, a cultural
essay collection, and
AvaduAnhadNaadSune, a spiritu-
al anthology of poems.

A devout Muslim, he also

held a deep reverence for Lord
Shiva and built the
MayukheshwarMahadev Temple
in Vigyan Nagar, Kota, 40 years
ago. The temple was founded and
overseen by Mayukh who visited it
every day until later years,
PanditLaxminarayanGoutam,
priest of the temple since 1998
told PTI.

Paying tribute to the schol-
ar, LokSabha Speaker Om Birla
posted on X and said, "The demise
of Kota's eminent litterateur
Bashir Ahmed 'Mayukh' ji is an
irreparable loss for the literary
world. He was not only a sensitive
writer of Hindi and Urdu litera-
ture, but was also a vigilant guard
of social consciousness, human
values and dignity of language."

"His writings made the soci-
ety think, understand and con-
nect. I pray to God to grant peace
to the departed soul and give
strength to the bereaved family to
bear this immense sorrow.
Humble tribute," he added.

Former minister Bharat
Singh also shared the senti-
ment and said that he wit-
nessed Mayukh live his life
with Gandhian principles and
philosophy.

Washington : President Donald Trump
wants to turn Alcatraz, a popular US tourist
destination, into a federal prison again,
more than 60 years after the California
island fortress was shut down as too costly.

Trump says Alcatraz, now part of the
National Park Service, suddenly is needed
to house America's "most ruthless and vio-
lent" criminals. It's where the government
sent notorious gangsters Al Capone and
George "Machine Gun" Kelly as well as less-
er-known men who were considered too
dangerous to lock up elsewhere.

"When we were a more serious
Nation, in times past, we did not hesitate to
lock up the most dangerous criminals, and
keep them far away from anyone they could
harm. That's the way it's supposed to be,"
Trump said Sunday on his Truth Social site.

What is Alcatraz?
Alcatraz is in San Francisco Bay off the

coast of San Francisco and visible from the
Golden Gate Bridge. It is best known for its
years as a federal prison, from 1934-63, but
its history is much longer.

President Millard Fillmore in 1850
declared the island for public purposes,
according to the park service, and it soon
became a military site. Confederates were

housed there during the Civil War.  By the
1930s, the government decided that it need-
ed a place to hold the worst criminals, and
Alcatraz became the choice for a prison.

"A remote site was sought, one that
would prohibit constant communication
with the outside world by those confined
within its walls," the park service said.

"Although land in Alaska was being
considered, the availability of Alcatraz
Island conveniently coincided with the gov-
ernment's perceived need for a high securi-

ty prison."
Why did it close?

The remoteness eventually made it
impractical. Everything from food to fuel
had to arrive by boat.

"The island had no source of fresh
water," according to the US Bureau of
Prisons, "so nearly one million gallons of
water had to be barged to the island each
week."

The cost to house someone there in
1959 was USD 10.10 a day compared with

USD 3 at a federal prison in Atlanta, the
government said. It was cheaper to build a
new prison from scratch.

Why is Alcatraz notorious?
Despite the location, many prisoners

tried to get out: 36 men attempted 14 sepa-
rate escapes into the bay, according to the
FBI. Nearly all were caught or didn't survive
the cold water and swift current.

"Escape from Alcatraz," a 1979 movie
starring Clint Eastwood, told the story of
John Anglin, his brother Clarence and
Frank Morris, who all escaped in 1962,
leaving behind handmade plaster heads
with real hair in their beds to fool guards.

"For the 17 years we worked on the
case, no credible evidence emerged to sug-
gest the men were still alive, either in the
US or overseas," the FBI said.

A national park
Alcatraz became part of the Golden

Gate National Recreation Area and was
opened to the public in 1973, a decade after
it was closed as a prison.

The park service says the island gets
more than 1 million visitors a year who
arrive by ferry. A ticket for an adult costs
USD 47.95. Visitors can see the cells where
prisoners were held. 

New Delhi : The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has asked
all state pollution control boards
and committees to ensure strict
implementation of revised guide-
lines for the operation of tyre
pyrolysis units.

Tyre pyrolysis is a method of
recycling used tyres by heating
them in the absence of oxygen to
break them down into valuable
products such as tyre pyrolysis oil
(TPO), pyro gas and char.

While the technology offers
an alternative to burning or
dumping tyres, it poses environ-
mental risks if not operated with
proper safeguards.  The CPCB
issued revised standard operating
procedures for tyre pyrolysis units
in January last year, saying that
only those units that follow the
"Advanced Batch Automated
Process" (ABAP) will be allowed
to operate. ABAP is a technology-
driven process that automates the
pyrolysis cycle using a
Programmable Logic Controller
(PLC)-based system. This ensures
controlled heating, gas handling
and flaring operations, which pre-
vent toxic emissions and fire risks.

According to the CPCB's lat-
est order dated April 29, only
units using ABAP and having a
cumulative batch capacity of up to
60 tonnes per day (TPD) will be
permitted to operate within a sin-
gle premises. In case of new units,
the total capacity cannot exceed
this limit unless all the batches
operate as one continuous
process. The CPCB on January 19
and March 20 this year asked
state boards and committees to
begin implementation of the
revised Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs). However, sev-
eral states were yet to submit
compliance reports.  State pollu-
tion boards and committees have
now been asked to ensure strict
implementation of the revised
SOPs for all tyre pyrolysis units
operating in their jurisdiction.
They have been directed to imme-
diately submit a compliance
report, including verification of
whether TPO units are following
the ABAP-based SOPs and actions
taken as per CPCB's earlier com-
munications.

BhuwanRibhu is First Indian Lawyer to
be honoured by World Jurist Association;

Leads Child Rights Work in Bihar

SC puts asset details appointment
process of judges in public domain

How Alcatraz became America's most notorious prison
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enforce stricter
norms for tyre

pyrolysis units to
curb pollution

Consumption of ultraprocessed
foods linked to rising 

premature deaths: Study

Eminent scholar Bashir
Ahmed Mayukh passes

way in Kota at 99
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Israeli govern-
ment approves 
plan to take
over all of Gaza

ER Organized Howrah & Sealdah Divisional Committee Meeting with MP’s
MI News Service, Kolkata:  East-
ern Railway holds a high level
Divisional Committee Meeting
with Hon’ble Members of Parlia-
ment over Howrah & Sealdah
Division network in presence of
General Manager, Eastern Rail-
way Shri Milind Deouskar. Prin-
cipal Heads of Departments of
Eastern Railway, Divisional Rail-
way Managers of Howrah &
Sealdah Divisions and  Deputy
General Manager (G) of Eastern
Railway were also present in the
meeting. In the Divisional Com-
mittee Meeting of Howrah &
Sealdah Divisions organized at
Kolkata today (06.05.2025) dis-
cussions were held on various
key issues and development ini-
tiatives within Howrah & Seal-
dah division network. In the
meeting, Kirti Azad Jha, MP &
renowned cricketer, Vijay
Kumar Hansdak, MP, Asit
Kumar Mal, MP, Jagannath
Sarkar, MP, Mohua Maitra, MP,
Nalin Soren, MP, Dr. Sharmila
Sarkar, MP, Bapi Halder,  MP,

Sayani Ghosh, MP, Prasun
Banerjee, MP & Partha
Bhowmik, MP, Md. Nadimul
Haque, MP (Rajya Sabha) were
present.

Representatives of various
MPs viz. Representative of San-
tanu Thakur, MP, & Union Min-
ister, Satabdi Roy, MP, Soumitra
Khan, Mala Roy, Khalilur Rah-
man, Mitali Bag, Abu Taher
Khan, MP & Saugata Roy, MP
were also present. MPs were
welcomed by General Manager,
Eastern Railway Milind De-

ouskar. Kirti Azad Jha, MP was
elected as Chairman of the
meeting to discuss on various is-
sues to bring allround develop-
ment, passenger amenities &
facilities as well as rail infra-
structure over Eastern Railway.
In a significant show of commit-
ment toward improving railway
infrastructure and commuter
convenience, several Members
of Parliament have put forth a
wide range of proposals and re-
quests for infrastructural up-
grades, additional train services,

new Road Over Bridges and pas-
senger amenities within their
constituencies under the juris-
diction of Eastern Railway.

Kirti Azad Jha, MP &
renowned cricketer, has advo-
cated for the construction of a
cycle stand at Barddhaman sta-
tion and the development of a
Foot Over Bridge (FOB) connect-
ing Platforms 1 to 5 & 6 to 8,
thereby improving passenger
movement and accessibility.
Vijay Kumar Hansdak, MP, has
sought a stoppage of the

Howrah – New Jalpaiguri
Shatabdi Express at Pakur sta-
tion and the augmentation of AC
coaches in the Vananchal Ex-
press to better serve long-dis-
tance commuters. Jagannath
Sarkar, MP, has emphasized the
need for a Road Over Bridge
near Ranaghat station, a Foot
Over Bridge over the Churni
river, and the introduction of AC
local trains to enhance both
road and rail connectivity. Pra-
sun Banerjee,  MP, has re-
quested the development of an

underpass at Bally station to en-
sure safe and convenient pedes-
trian access. Asit Kumar Mal,
MP, while expressing satisfaction
at the recent augmentation of
AC Chair Cars in Maa Tara Ex-
press, Shaheed Express, and
Ganadevta Express, also re-
quested a stoppage of the
Howrah – New Jalpaiguri
Shatabdi Express at Rampurhat
and resumption of the Bard-
dhaman – Malda Town passen-
ger train service, suspended
since the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nalin Soren, MP, has requested
a revision in the timetable of the
Dumka – Ranchi Intercity Ex-
press and more between Dumka
& Kolkata for better passenger
convenience. Smt. Pratima Mon-
dal, MP, advocated for the con-
struction of a Road Over Bridge
in place of Level Crossing Gate
No. 13 between Dakshin Barasat
& Joynagar Majilpur stations,
along with additional local train
stoppages at Matla Halt station
on the Sealdah–Canning section.

Sayani Ghosh, MP, proposed the
redevelopment and creation of
an underpass at Jadavpur sta-
tion and the construction of a
Road Over Bridge replacing
Level Crossing Gate No. 13/B/T
near Champahati station.
Mohua Maitra, MP, called for the
construction of a Road Over
Bridge at Beldanga More near
Krishnanagar station. Bapi
Halder, MP, requested the rais-
ing of the platform height at
Nischintapur Market Halt sta-
tion and the introduction of a
new EMU local train service be-
tween Sealdah and Mathurapur.
Dr. Sharmila Sarkar, MP, called
for the introduction of two addi-
tional pairs of train services be-
tween Katwa and Barddhaman
and the construction of a Road
Over Bridge at Katwa. Partha
Bhowmik, MP, has demanded
more ticket counters at Ichapur
station and the construction of a
Foot Over Bridge connecting
Platforms 1 & 4 at Barrackpore
station. 

MI News Service, Tel Aviv:
Israel’s security cabinet has
approved a sweeping new
military plan to capture the
entire Gaza Strip and re-
main there for an unspeci-
fied duration, according to
the Associated Press, citing
two Israeli officials. The de-
cision, reached during an
early morning vote on Mon-
day, marks a significant es-
calation in Israel’s ongoing
war with Hamas and could
intensify an already dire hu-
manitarian situation in the
Palestinian enclave.

The plan, spearheaded
by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government,
seeks to exert maximum
pressure on Hamas to re-
lease hostages and agree to
a ceasefire on Israel’s terms.
As part of the initiative, the
Israeli military is expected
to call up tens of thousands
of reservists, further ex-
panding its already large-
scale operations in Gaza.

According to officials
quoted by AP, the newly ap-
proved strategy includes
“capturing the strip and
holding territories.” It also
aims to prevent Hamas from
distributing humanitarian
aid, which Israeli authorities
argue is being used by the
militant group to consolidate
power and enhance its mili-
tary capabilities. “The plan
also included powerful
strikes against Hamas tar-
gets,” one official stated,
adding that implementation
would be gradual. This lat-
est move follows the col-
lapse of a U.S.-brokered
truce between Israel and
Hamas in mid-March. Since
then, the Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) have intensified
airstrikes and ground oper-
ations across the territory,
reportedly killing hundreds
and expanding Israeli con-
trol to nearly half of Gaza.

Even before the cease-
fire fell apart, Israel had
halted the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid, including
food, fuel, and water, trig-
gering what experts de-

scribe as the worst humani-
tarian crisis in the 19
months since the war
began. International organ-
izations have warned of
widespread malnutrition
and displacement, as hun-
dreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians have been forced to
flee southward under re-
lentless bombardment.

The cabinet’s decision
comes amid growing inter-
national pressure to reach a
lasting ceasefire. However,
efforts by global mediators
to bring both sides back to
the negotiating table have
largely stalled. Hamas con-
tinues to demand a perma-
nent ceasefire and
withdrawal of Israeli forces,
while Israel insists it will not
end the war until Hamas is
completely dismantled.

In a particularly contro-
versial element, the AP re-
port notes that Israel has
been in communication with
other countries regarding
former U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s proposal for
Gaza’s long-term future.
The proposal, which in-
cludes the idea of relocating
Gaza’s population under a
so-called “voluntary emigra-
tion” framework, has
sparked widespread criti-
cism from European and
Arab governments. Despite
mounting international con-
cern, Netanyahu’s govern-
ment appears determined to
follow through with its mili-
tary objectives. For weeks,
Israel has escalated both
military and political pres-
sure on Hamas in hopes of
forcing concessions in
ceasefire negotiations. So
far, however, these efforts
have not yielded a break-
through, and the war shows
no signs of ending. With the
approval of this new plan,
Israel is now poised to take
fuller control of Gaza—a
move that could reshape the
conflict’s trajectory, with sig-
nificant consequences for
both regional stability and
civilian lives. — With Agen-
cies Inputs

Israeli forces attack Yemen,
Lebanon, Syria and Gaza in one day
MI News Service, Jerusalem: Israel has attacked Yemen,
Lebanon and Syria, as well as Gaza, where air raids killed
at least 54 people on Monday. Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu says Gaza’s more than 2 million people
“will be moved” in a new ground offensive as Israel’s total
blockade on the enclave reaches 65 days. Hospitals in Gaza
are 48 hours away from collapse and the lives of thousands
of sick and wounded are at risk, the Gaza Media Office says.
Israel’s war on Gaza has killed at least 52,567 Palestinians
and wounded 118,610, according to Gaza’s Health Ministry.
The Government Media Office updated the death toll to
more than 61,700, saying thousands of people missing
under the rubble are presumed dead. An estimated 1,139
people were killed in Israel during the Hamas-led attacks
on October 7, 2023, and more than 200 were taken captive.



CMYK

CMYK

08 For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

Morning India
KOLKATA,WEDNESDAY, MAY, 7, 2025 GAME

SPORTS &

LONDON [UK] : La Liga giants
Real Madrid have approached
Liverpool about signing English
right-back Trent Alexander-
Arnold early so that he can fea-
ture in the Club World Cup in
June, according to Sky Sports.

On Monday, Trent confirmed
that he would end his two-decade-
long association at Anfield and
look for a new challenge. His con-
tract will expire on June 30, and
Real Madrid will play its first fix-
ture in the Club World Cup on
June 18 against Al Hilal in Miami.

According to Sky Sports, Real
Madrid are expected to follow up
on their initial approach as the
Los Blancos are determined to
acquire Trent's services for the
Club World Cup.

If Liverpool decide against let-
ting Trent go early, he would still
be available for the latter stage of
the tournament. However, he
would still miss Real Madrid's ini-
tial games against Al Hilal,
Pachuca (June 22) and Salzburg
(June 27).

Teams featuring in the Club
World Cup have the option to use
a special in-tournament window
to register players, which will last
from June 27 to July 3.

According to Sky Sports, Trent
has verbally agreed to join Madrid
after announcing that he would
leave Liverpool at the end of the

current season.
"I think first and foremost, I

want to say it's not an easy deci-
sion, and there's a lot of thought
and feeling that has gone into it.
I've been here 20 years now, loved
every single minute of it, achieved
all my dreams, achieved every-
thing I've ever wanted to here,"
Arnold said in a statement
released by Liverpool.

Trent joined Liverpool's
Academy at the age of six and pro-
gressed through the ranks at
youth level before making his sen-
ior debut for the Reds in 2016. To
date, he has featured in 352 fix-
tures with Liverpool's crest on his
chest, netted 23 goals, and lifted

eight major honours, including
this season's Premier League title.

"After giving everything day in,
day out for 20 years, I've got to a
point now where I feel like I need
a new change, a new challenge for
me as a player and as a person.
And I think now is the right time
for me to do that," he added.

Trent dazzlingly displayed his
attacking and defensive skills on
the right side. He helped Liverpool
add the Champions League, UEFA
Super Cup, and Club World Cup
trophies to the illustrious trophy
cabinet. Along with this, he was
also a part of two Carabao Cups,
two Premier League titles, one FA
Cup, and one Community Shield. 

WATFORD [UK] : Watford sacked
Tom Cleverley on Tuesday after
the club secured just five victories
in 2025 and finished 14th in the
Championship.

Cleverley, a former Watford
player, was appointed as the club
manager on an interim basis in
March 2024. He was handed a
full-time role after Watford lost
once in seven games under his
watch.

However, Watford's fortune
changed as they endured a
mediocre run in the second half of

the 2024/25 season, losing six fix-
tures out of nine from the begin-
ning of the year till mid-February.

Watford struggled to recover
from their shambolic run and
found solace towards the end.
With the latest sacking, Cleverley
became the 10th manager to be
removed in the past five years.

The Hornets stood four points
shy of breaching the playoffs
mark, but a solitary win in their
last seven fixtures saw them end
the season 11 points adrift.

Club's Sporting Director Gian

Luca Nani opened up about
Cleverley's departure and said, as
quoted from the club's official
website, "We thank Tom for his
service - not just in his role as
Head Coach but for everything he
has given Watford as a player and
member of staff. But the time has
come for a change and to build on
what we believe is a young and
talented squad that will have ben-
efited from the experience of the
Championship this season."

"It has been a privilege to work
closely with Tom; to understand

how he sees the game and his
enthusiasm for everything here.
He deserves to be recognised for
this, and I'm sure he will have a
bright future in the game. Tom
will always be part of Watford in
recognition of all that he has
achieved over so many years,"
Nani concluded. Cleverley leaves
as the first coach to last more than
a season since Javi Gracia was
dismissed in 2019. Since 2012,
Watford have appointed 21 per-
manent managers, and 15 of them
didn't last for a full campaign.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : For Pratap Lakra,
the path to the Indian senior men's hockey
camp has been anything but linear. The
24-year-old defender from Sundargarh,
Odisha, a district known for producing
hockey stalwarts, has scripted a powerful
comeback story after his career derailed
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lakra is only one of the two new faces
in the ongoing senior national camp, which
is a testament to his grit and resurgence.
The call-up follows a standout perform-
ance at the 15th Hockey India Senior Men
National Championship 2025, where he
played a key role in taking Madhya
Pradesh to a Silver-medal finish.

"It was not easy to come back after the
lockdown," Lakra reflects. "I lost fitness
and momentum. For a while, it felt like
everything I'd worked for was slipping
away. But I didn't give up -- I kept train-
ing, kept showing up."

Lakra's journey began like many young
boys in Sundargarh -- with a hockey stick
in hand, playing barefoot in the village
fields. His father, who also played hockey
in his village, and his elder sister Preeti,
who represented Odisha at the national
level, laid the foundation for his love of the
game. "We are a family of farmers, but
hockey runs deep in our roots," Lakra
says. "My sister joined a sports hostel first
and inspired me to take the sport serious-
ly."

Also, the financial struggles in his early
years didn't deter him; they shaped him.
"There was a time when I didn't have
proper shoes to play. A kind-hearted offi-
cial from Hockey Gangpur, Odisha, helped
me out. Little things like that kept me
going," he shares.

Lakra's early career had shown
immense promise. After beginning his
hockey journey around the age of 9 in his
village, he joined the renowned Panposh
Sports Hostel in Rourkela in 2011. He rose
through the ranks quickly, earning a place
in the Indian junior team and playing in

tournaments like the Sultan of Johor Cup
(2017, 2019) and the 8 Nations Invitational
in Spain (2019).

But when the pandemic struck in 2020,
Lakra, like many athletes, found himself
adrift. He was released from the junior
national camp, his fitness dropped, and
opportunities dried up. "It was a tough
phase," he says. "There were days when I
trained alone on the Railway team's turf,
just running and working on my game
without knowing what would come next."

Lakra's resilience paid off and he
worked his way back into competitive
hockey through Railways tournaments and
eventually secured a job with South
Central Railway in 2018 under the sports
quota, giving him the stability to continue
training and competing. By 2024, he was
back in the thick of things, representing
Odisha at the Senior Nationals, and then
switching to play for Madhya Pradesh in
2025. The move proved pivotal -- his
defensive discipline and consistency were
impossible to ignore.

His recent performance with Madhya
Pradesh at the Senior Nationals -- includ-
ing a hard-fought final against Punjab --
earned him his long-awaited call-up to the
senior national camp. "It was a tough tour-
nament. Playing against top Indian players
was a learning experience. The final

taught me a lot about team combinations
and high-pressure play."  Lakra, who plays
in defence and also as a drag flicker,
idolises Indian greats Birendra Lakra and
Rupinder Pal Singh. "I chose to play in
defence after watching Birendra Lakra --
the way he controlled the game from the
back really inspired me. When it came to
dragflicking, I closely followed Rupinder
Pal Singh -- his technique and precision
taught me a lot."

Pratap also gained experience with the
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers in the Hero
Hockey India League 2024-25. While he
didn't get many chances to play, he says it
was an eye-opener. "Being around interna-
tional and senior players helped me under-
stand the game at a different level. I
stayed focused and tried to make every
opportunity count."

Now in the senior national camp, Lakra
remains grounded. "My goal is to improve
my fitness and skills. I want to be disci-
plined, work hard, and earn a place in the
Indian team. My ultimate dream is to win
an Olympic gold for the country."

Support from his family remains unwa-
vering. His sister Preeti, his early mentor,
reminds him to stay humble. "She told me,
'Being named in the camp is just the
beginning. Keep working hard if you want
to wear the Indian jersey."

Kho Kho adds to indigenous
sporting flavour at Khelo
India Youth Games 2025
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
indigenous sport of Kho Kho is
witnessing growing enthusiasm
and fandom, with hundreds of
school students flocking to the
BIPARD ground in Bodhgaya to
watch the action-packed match-
es that kicked off on Monday as
part of the Khelo India Youth
Games (KIYG) 2025. The Games,
inaugurated by Honourable
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
are being held from May 4 to
May 15 across five cities in
Bihar.

Kho Kho aligns strongly with
India's mission to elevate indige-
nous sports on the global stage--
a commitment reaffirmed dur-
ing the recently held WAVES
Summit 2025. At the BIPARD
Ground in Bodhgaya, 16 teams--
comprising 8 boys and 8 girls
squads from 9 states--are com-
peting in the high-energy Kho
Kho matches from May 5 to May
9. The event features around
240 players, 16 coaches, 16
managers, and approximately
40 technical officers from the
Kho Kho Federation of India
(KKFI), ensuring the smooth
conduct of the tournament.

The game is being conducted
at two indoor mat courts.
National Centres of Excellence
(NCOEs) across India are playing
a pivotal role in nurturing talent
in Kho Kho, alongside other
sports. Also, universities and
colleges offer admissions to Kho
Kho players under the sports
quota.

Additionally, Kho Kho players
are increasingly securing gov-
ernment jobs based on their
achievements in the sport, moti-
vating many to take up Kho Kho
at a young age and pursue it at
senior levels.

In the boys' category, Group
A comprises Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Odisha, and Bihar, while
Group B includes Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Delhi and Andhra
Pradesh. In the girls' category,

Group A features Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Bihar, while Group B consists of
Karnataka, Odisha, Delhi and
Tamil Nadu. The semi-finals are
scheduled for May 8, followed by
the finals on May 9.

Bihar is hosting the seventh
edition of the Khelo India Youth
Games across five cities--Patna,
Rajgir, Gaya, Bhagalpur, and
Begusarai. As India's flagship
talent identification and devel-
opment event under the Khelo
India initiative, KIYG 2025
brings together around 10,000
participants, including athletes
and volunteers from all 36
States and Union Territories. A
total of 28 sports are being con-
tested, spanning Olympic, non-
Olympic, and indigenous disci-
plines such as Kho Kho,
Mallakhamb, Kalarippayattu
and Thang-Ta. Shooting, gym-
nastics, and track cycling events
will be held in New Delhi.

"Of late, Kho Kho has gained
immense popularity and a grow-
ing fan base. It has evolved into
a modern, competitive sport that
resonates with young audiences.
The KIYG provides an excellent
platform for the promotion of
indigenous sports like Kho Kho,
which represents India's sport-
ing culture and adds to India's
soft power in the World. I wish
all participating teams and
young sportspersons the very
best," said Sudhanshu Mittal,
President of the Kho Kho
Federation of India (KKFI).

The KIYG is contested as a
team championship, where both
individual and team perform-
ances contribute to each state or
Union Territory's overall medal
tally. The contingent securing
the highest number of gold
medals is declared the

overall champion. The previ-
ous edition, KIYG 2024, was
hosted by Tamil Nadu across
four cities and saw participation
from over 5,600 athletes. 

Real Madrid want to sign Trent Alexander-Arnold
early from Liverpool to play in Club World Cup

Esports to make its
mark at Khelo India
Youth Games 2025 with
BGMI, Street Fighter 
6, Chess, eFootball
PATNA (BIHAR) [INDIA] : For
the first time in the history of the
Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG),
esports will be stepping into the
spotlight as a demonstration
event. Scheduled to be held in
Bihar from May 4 to May 14,
KIYG 2025 will host its esports
competitions from May 6 to May
7 at the Patliputra Sports
Complex, featuring popular titles
such as Battlegrounds Mobile
India (BGMI), Street Fighter 6,
Chess and eFootball on both
mobile and console.

The esports lineup at KIYG
2025 features titles from mobile,
console, and strategy-based for-
mats like chess, reflecting a
deliberate effort to cater to
diverse gaming audiences. This
move also signals a broader
national recognition of esports
as a legitimate sporting pursuit
on par with traditional disci-
plines, a direction that India has
been moving toward with
increased pace.

While BGMI remains the
most popular esports title in
India, Chess stands out as a par-
ticularly noteworthy addi-
tion to KIYG 2025.
Once considered a
purely traditional
sport, Chess has
i n c r e a s i n g l y
found a home
in the esports
world, most
recently as
part of the
Esports World
Cup (EWC)
2025, which
boasts a prize pool
of USD 1.5 million
(Rs 12.6 crore) for the
title. NODWIN Gaming, a
leader in South Asia's esports
and gaming ecosystem, has been
one of the pioneers of this shift in
India. In 2021, the company
organised the Chess Super
League, featuring national and
international stars and also host-
ed Chess tournaments at
DreamHack India 2024 across
rapid and blitz formats.

"The inclusion of titles like
BGMI, Street Fighter 6, Chess,
and eFootball in the Khelo India
Youth Games 2025 signals a big
step forward for grassroots
esports in India," says Akshat
Rathee, Co-founder and
Managing Director of NODWIN
Gaming. "It's encouraging to see
esports standing shoulder to
shoulder with traditional sports,
and the addition of Chess -
bridging classical and digital
strategy shows how in tune this
initiative is with global trends.
But this isn't just about tourna-
ments. It's about creating real
opportunities to discover talent
from Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities,
places that have been over-
looked for too long, thus building
the foundation for a future
where Indian gamers don't just
participate, they dominate on
the world stage."

Further underscoring the
growing stature of Indian Chess
in esports, S8UL, a global force
in esports and gaming content,
has signed Grandmasters
Aravindh Chithambaram and
Nihal Sarin to compete at the

EWC 2025. In addition to Chess,
S8UL will also field players in
Street Fighter 6, as well as
EAFC25, Call of Duty Warzone,
Tekken 8, and Apex Legends at
the prestigious tournament.

Animesh Agarwal, Co-
founder and CEO of S8UL
believes that the inclusion of
titles like Street Fighter 6, Chess,
and eFootball console in KIYG
2025 reflects a thoughtful push
to diversify beyond mobile gam-
ing and build a more well-round-
ed competitive ecosystem. "It is
especially encouraging to see
Street Fighter 6 and Chess
recognised through a govern-
ment-led initiative, at a time
when S8UL will be representing
India in these very titles at the
upcoming Esports World Cup.
This development is crucial for
identifying and nurturing talent
across a range of platforms and
genres from the grassroots level.
Such proactive support from the
authorities is a strong indicator
of the growing legitimacy of
esports in India and a positive
sign for the industry's future," he

adds.
The roots of
esports entering

the mainstream
have already
been visible
across vari-
ous states.
Before its
inclusion in
KIYG 2025,
the state of

Bihar actively
embraced the

esports move-
ment by organis-

ing the Bihar State
Esports Open

Championship and the Bihar
Inter School and College Esports
Championship over the past
year. States like Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, and Nagaland have
also taken proactive steps to
support and formalise grassroots
esports programs.

Mikhail Bhuta, Co-Founder
and Tech Lead, Dirtcube
Interactive LLP, remarked,
"Including esports in the Khelo
India Youth Games is a practical
step toward building a grass-
roots ecosystem for new-age
sports. We believe that through
this program, we'll soon see
national esports heroes rise from
across the country and bolster
India's representation on the
global stage. With this being the
inaugural season, we envision
having Made-in-India esports-
based games be part of KIYG's
future seasons."

With S8UL participating in
Chess and Street Fighter at the
EWC 2025, India has already
been making waves on the inter-
national stage in eFootball, with
Pavan Kampelli winning the
bronze medal at the 2024 Asian
Esports Games in Bangkok.

Esports will be an official
medal sport at the 2026 Asian
Games and the first-ever
Olympic Esports Games is sched-
uled to debut in 2027. These
developments mark a global
shift toward legitimising esports
within mainstream sporting cul-
ture.

WATFORD SACK TOM CLEVERLEY, BECOMES 
10TH MANAGER TO BE DISMISSED IN FIVE YEARS

It felt like everything I had worked for was slipping away, but I didn't
give up: Pratap Lakra's gritty comeback leads to Hockey Senior National

Gujarat Titans' captain Shubman Gill, Rashid Khan and teammates celebrate the wicket of Mumbai Indians' Will Jacks 
during their Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 match, at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Tuesday.                    (ANI Photo)


