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In a decisive move to restore pedestrian rights and uphold civic order, the Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) is set to launch a fresh eviction drive against
illegal street encroachments by hawkers, particularly in the bustling New Market area. Despite clear directives prohibiting stalls on roads or pavements,
several hawkers have been found blatantly flouting the rules by occupying public pathways.  

KMC initiates crackdown on illegal street encroachments in New Market area

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee lit the ceremonial lamp and laid the foundation stone of 1,600 MW thermal power plants (two units of 800 MW each), in the presence of
JSW Steel Managing Director and Chairman Sajjan Jindal, JSW Foundation Chairperson Sangita Jindal, businessman and JSW Group's scion Parth Jindal, State Power Minister Aroop
Biswas, and former Indian cricketer Sourav Ganguly, at Salboni in Paschim Medinipur on Monday.                                                                                               Pic- Prabir Bhattacharya

Mamata  announces industrial resurgence in Bengal
lays foundation of 1600 MW Thermal  Power projects
MI News Service, Salboni:In a sig-
nificant step toward strengthening
West Bengal’s energy infrastruc-
ture and industrial growth, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Monday laid the foundation stone
of a 1,600 MW ultra-supercritical
thermal power plant at Salboni in
Paschim Medinipur district. The
state-of-the-art project will be im-
plemented by JSW Energy at an
estimated investment of ₹16,000
crore. This greenfield venture
marks JSW Group’s first major
entry into the energy sector in
Eastern India. The proposed plant
will consist of two units of 800 MW
each, with the first unit scheduled
for commissioning in 42 months
and the second in 48 months.

Calling it a "historic and land-
mark initiative," Chief Minister
Banerjee praised JSW Group for
its commitment to Bengal’s devel-
opment. “This project will supply
power to 23 districts and generate
employment for nearly 15,000
people. It is not just a power plant;
it is a symbol of industrial resur-
gence and energy security,” she
said, lighting a digital lamp and
unveiling the foundation plaque at
the event. She emphasized that the
plant, based on ultra-supercritical

technology, would operate with
minimum environmental impact.
“We believe in eco-friendly indus-
trialisation. This is the need of the
hour,” Banerjee stated. She further
revealed that two additional power
units are being planned to meet
the state’s growing electricity
needs. The Chief Minister also
used the occasion to reiterate her
message of peace and unity amidst
recent disturbances in a few dis-
tricts. “Our country is known for its
diversity, and Bengal celebrates
that with unity. We must all work
together and stay positive,” she
said, reminding the public of her
open letter calling for harmony.
The CM also addressed the recent
unrest in certain areas, reminding
the public of the government’s on-
going efforts to maintain peace. “I
just want to say, love one another
and stay happy,” she stated.
Banerjee also reiterated her com-
mitment to ensuring social har-
mony, following her recent open
letter to the people of the state urg-
ing peace and understanding.

During her speech, Banerjee
took a dig at her critics, particu-
larly those questioning the state’s
development initiatives. She
pointed out the tangible progress

made, including the ongoing work
in the JSW cement plant and other
large-scale projects launched at
the World Bengal Business Sum-
mit. “Critics may say nothing is
happening, but they should look at
the reality. I inaugurated the ce-
ment factory here, and now work
is in progress. At the Business
Summit, proposals worth Rs
19,000 crore came in, and projects
worth Rs 16,000 crore are already
underway. More will follow soon,”
she added.Banerjee also men-
tioned the collaboration with Dr.
Devi Shetty, announcing the com-
mencement of a hospital project in
Rajarhat as part of the state’s ex-
panding healthcare infrastructure.
“Dr. Shetty had promised to work
with us, and we are beginning with
this hospital,” she concluded, reit-
erating her administration’s com-
mitment to development and
service to the people of West Ben-
gal. JSW Group Chairman Sajjan
Jindal, present at the event,
termed Salboni a “dream project”
and reaffirmed the Group’s long-
term commitment to Bengal. “This
project will use the best technology
with zero pollution. The farmers of
this land must benefit from the in-
dustry,” Jindal said. He also laid

the foundation stone for an indus-
trial park near the plant, expected
to generate thousands more jobs.

Cricketer Sourav Ganguly and
Trinamool Congress MP Dipak Ad-
hikari (Dev) were also present at
the ceremony. Banerjee concluded
by reaffirming Bengal’s pro-indus-
try stance: “Our government en-
sures a business-friendly
environment, robust infrastruc-
ture, and consistent policy support.
With six new economic corridors
and a Synergy Committee clearing
₹1,000 crore worth of projects,
Bengal is ready for a new era of in-
dustrial growth.”  After spending
the  night at the state guest house,
Mamata Banerjee will inaugurate
a solar power  project in Garbeta,
in the same district tomorrow on
April 22. She is also scheduled to
hold an Administrative meeting at
Midanpore town later during the
day. . Prior to today’s programme,
the Chief minister said the Tri-
namool Congress government
under her leadership had been or-
ganizing  the Bengal Global Busi-
ness Summit (BGBS) every year
which has resulted in  attracting
substantial investments in the
state over the past several
years.She said, "every year after

the BGBS, some people ridicule the
summit, but right now, they can
see that Bengal has become the
destination for industries and in-
dustrialists. As a result, two ther-
mal power plants are coming up in
Shalboni alone.." "As the popula-
tion grows, the demand for elec-
tricity increases, so we are
focusing on power projects", the
Chief minister said adding "We are
also developing six economic cor-
ridors. Once the Deucha-Pan-
chami project is complete, Bengal
will have no problems for power
for the next 100 years. "

The Chief minister also an-
nounced the details of some other
ongoing power projects, including
a 660-megawatt plant in Durga-
pur, a 960-megawatt plant in
Sagar Dighi, a 660-megawatt plant
in Bakreshwar, and another
1,600-megawatt plant in San-
taldihi. These projects, she hopes,
will provide many job opportuni-
ties, strengthen the economy, and
ensure 24-hour electricity  for all.
Tomorrow on Tuesday, Mamata
Banerjee will  inaugurate a solar
power project in Garbeta, also in
West Medinipur. This project,
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India’s holistic development
is for country’s all round
progress for 1,000 years,

says  PM Modi

MI News Service, New Delhi
: Stating that the policies
that his government is
working on are going to
shape the future of the
country for the next 1,000
years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
reiterated that the holistic
development of India means
no village, no family and no
citizen is left behind  

Addressing an event or-
ganised on the occasion of
Civil Services Day here, PM
Modi said  "The policies we
are working on today and
the decisions we are making
are going to shape the fu-
ture of  India over the next
1,000 years," adding that
“this holistic development
(of India) means no village,
no family and no citizen is
left behind”. Asserting that
the bureaucracy and policy-
making cannot operate on
outdated systems, the Prime
Minister said that the real
progress is not about small
changes, but about large-
scale, meaningful impact.

"I extend my best wishes
on the Civil Services
Day...This year's Civil Serv-
ices Day is very special for
many reasons. This year, we
are celebrating the 75th an-
niversary of our Constitu-
tion. It is also the year of the
150th anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel...A civil
servant himself who consid-
ers the service of the nation

as their highest duty, who
democratically runs the ad-
ministration, and is filled
with honesty, discipline, and
dedication, working day and
night for the nation's
goals...today when we are
moving forward towards
making Viksit Bharat, theses
words of Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel becomes more sig-
nificant," PM Modi said. He
further said that Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel set new limits
for the bureaucracy of inde-
pendent India."On April 21,
1947, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel called all of you the
'Steel Frame of India'. He
set new limits for the bu-
reaucracy of independent
India. A civil servant who
considers serving the nation
as his best duty, who demo-
cratically runs the adminis-
tration, who is full of
honesty, discipline and ded-
ication," he added. PM Modi
said that the policies his
government are working on
will shape the future of this
great  nation for the  next
thousand years, if not more.
"Some time ago, from the
Red Fort, I said that today's
India must strengthen the
foundation for the next
thousand years. We have
passed the first twenty-five
years of the thousand-year
span. This is the twenty-fifth
year of this new century and 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Minister of
State Jitendra Singh during the 17th Civil Services Day
event, in New Delhi.

PM Modi, Rahul Gandhi, 
Mamata Banerjee and others
mourned the demise of Pope 88 year old Pope Francis passed

away after a  protracted illness
MI News Service, Rome / Vatican City
: Pope Francis, who was suffering
from various old age ailments includ-
ing pneumonia for the past few
months, passed away this morning at
his residence, the Vatican said on
Monday.

According to a  statement issued
by the  Vatican, the Pope passed
away on Easter Monday at the age of
88 at his residence in the Vatican's
Casa Santa Marta.

The Vatican statement  said ,
Cardinal Kevin Farrell, Camerlengo
of the Apostolic Chamber, announced
the Papal death  at the Casa Santa
Marta at 7-35 AM  (local time):
"Dearest brothers and sisters, with
deep sorrow, I must announce the
death of our Holy Father Francis. At
7:35 this morning, the Bishop of
Rome, Francis, returned to the house
of the Father. His entire life was ded-
icated to the service of the Lord and
of His Church. He taught us to live
the values of the Gospel with fidelity,
courage, and universal love, espe-
cially in favour of the poorest and
most marginalised. With immense
gratitude for his example as a true
disciple of the Lord Jesus, we com-
mend the soul of Pope Francis to the
infinite merciful love of the One and
Triune God."

Just 24 hours ago on Easter Sun-
day, the Pope delivered his Easter

message from the balcony of St
Peter's Basilica  in presence of  thou-
sands of people from across the
globe who had gathered in Vatican
Square to listen to the Pope’s mes-
sage.

Later he met US Vice Preident J
D Vance at his office as Vance was on
a three day tour of Italy. He was the
last foreign dignitary who called on
the Pope for his blessings. . The 88-
year-old head of the Roman Catholic
Church was recently discharged
from Rome's Gemelli Hospital, where
he spent five weeks receiving treat-
ment for an infection that led to dou-
ble pneumonia. On Easter Sunday,
he was able to offer the "Urbi et
Orbi" blessing to the city of Rome
and to the world. Only the pope can

offer this blessing, which includes
the offer of an indulgence, a remis-
sion for the effects of sins.

"Christ is risen! These words
capture the entire meaning of our
existence, for we were not made for
death but for life," the official X han-
dle of the Pope said on Sunday. Car-
dinal Angelo Comastri, Archpriest
emeritus of Saint Peter's Basilica and
Vicar General emeritus of Vatican
City, led the liturgy in the Square and
delivered the homily of Pope Francis,
prepared for the occasion, as re-
ported by Vatican News.

Pope Francis dedicated his
Easter Urbi et Orbi message to call-
ing for peace worldwide, global dis-
armament, and the release of
prisoners. Pope Francis was the first
Pontiff from the Jesuit Order and the
first from outside Europe since the
8th century, Born in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, as Jorge Mario Bergoglio,
he was ordained a Catholic priest in
1969. Following the resignation of
Pope Benedict XVI on February 28,
2013, a papal conclave elected Car-
dinal Bergoglio as his successor on
March 13. He chose Francis as his
papal name in honour of Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi.

There will now be a nine-day pe-
riod of official mourning after which
the Cardinals will go into conclave to
elect the new Vicar of Christ.  

US Vice President Vance,
his family arrive on a
four day trip to India

MI News Service, New Delhi
: US Vice President J D
Vance and his wife Usha
along with their  three chil-
dren, arrived in Delhi on a
four day state visit to a
warm welcome on Monday
morning. The Vances were
received  by Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw at the
Palam Technical Airport,
where the US Vice President
was given a tri-services cer-
emonial Guard of Honour ..

Besides Delhi, Vance
and his family will travel to
Jaipur and Agra during
their trip to India. On Mon-
day evening, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will host a
dinner for the Vance family
after holding talks with the
US Vice President. Vance's
first visit to India comes
weeks after US President
Donald Trump imposed and
then paused a sweeping
tariff regime against around
60 countries, including
India.

New Delhi and Wash-
ington are now holding ne-
gotiations to seal a bilateral
trade agreement that is ex-
pected to address a variety
of issues, including tariff

and market access. JD
Vance and Usha are parents
to three lively kids - Ewan,
Blake and daughter Mirabel
Vance. His two sons were
wearing a kurta pyjama,
and his daughter, the
youngest of the three, was
wearing an anarkali suit on
their arrival here. The cou-
ple's eldest son, Ewan, wore
a blue kurta for his India
trip. After getting off the air-
craft, he walked down the
stairs while his parents
waited for him on the tar-
mac. Ewan hugged his fa-
ther, and then his younger
brother, Vivek, who wore a
yellow kurta, walked down
the stairs after him.

Their sister, Mirabel,
who is three years old, was
accompanied by a member
of the staff. But in the mid-
way the Vice President
walked up the stairs and
lifter his daughter on his lap
to  help her coming down
the stairs of the aircraft . On
the ground the family met
Vaishnaw and other offi-
cials, who were present on
the tarmac to welcome 
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MI News Service, New Delhi / Kolkata: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, Union Ministers and Chief Ministers
mourned the demise of Pope Francis on Monday. Pope
Francis died on Easter Monday at the age of 88 at his res-
idence in the Vatican's Casa Santa Marta.

Fondly recalling his meetings with the leader of the
Roman Catholic Church, PM Modi said that Pope Francis
will always be remembered as a beacon of compassion,
humility and spiritual courage by millions across the
world. "Deeply pained by the passing of His Holiness
Pope Francis. In this hour of grief and remembrance, my
heartfelt condolences to the global Catholic community.
Pope Francis will always be remembered as a beacon of
compassion, humility and spiritual courage by millions
across the world," PM Modi said in his condolence mes-
sage.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi hailed Pope Francis
for standing by the downtrodden and said in a post on
social media platform X, “Deeply saddened by the pass-
ing of His Holiness Pope Francis, a global voice of com-
passion, justice, and peace.” “He stood by the
downtrodden and the marginalised, spoke fearlessly
against inequality, and inspired millions across faiths
with his message of love and humanity. My thoughts are
with the Catholic community in India and around the
world,” he said West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee also deeply mourned the demise of Pope Fran-
cis and said, “Saddened to know of the demise of His Ho-
liness Pope Francis, the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church. The Pope is the highest esteemed authority in
the Catholic world, and billions of Christians in this
planet revere him as the Supreme Pontiff.” “My heart
goes out to all my fellow Christian brothers and sisters
in India and the rest of the world, and I feel connected
with them all in a profound sense of loss and empathy,”
she said. Condoling the passing away of Pope Francis,
Among others Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra ,
Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin  also condoled the passing
away of the pontiff.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in talks with JSW Steel's Managing Director and Chairman Sajjan Jindal, in the presence of State Power Minister Aroop Biswas, during
the foundation stone laying ceremony for 1,600 MW thermal power plants at Salboni in Paschim Medinipur district on Monday.                                            Pic- Prabir Bhattacharya     

Howrah Chemical

factory fire in
Domjur contained,
RAF deployed
MI News Service, Howrah:
A major fire is raging at an
ONGC chemical factory in
Domjur, Howrah creating
widespread black smoke.
Initial firefighting efforts
failed to the intense blaze,
intensified by numerous
chemicals and oil tankers.
Explosions are occurring
and the RAF has been de-
ployed. Firefighters can’t
access the site, raising ca-
sualty concern’s despite
worker evacuation. Their
cause is unknown, and
more resources are being
mobilized.

A significant fire
erupted at an ONGC chem-
ical factory situated in the
Domjur area of Howrah,
West Bengal, resulting in a
substantial plume of black
smoke that has reportedly
engulfed approximately 8%
of the surrounding area.
Initial response efforts in-
volved 15 fire tenders;
however, the fire brigade
has since suspended direct
firefighting operations
using water, citing the ex-
treme intensity of the
blaze, which cannot be ef-
fectively countered by
water alone. There is a
considerable risk of rapid
fire propagation within the
chemical facility due to the
presence of a large quan-
tity of flammable materi-
als. In response to the
escalating situation, the
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
has been deployed to the
area. The ONGC-operated
chemical plant is located in
a relatively isolated area
within Domjaur. Prelimi-
nary reports indicate a sig-
nificant inventory of
chemicals stored at the fa-
cility, including an esti-
mated 100 to 150 oil
tankers. The stored mate-
rials are reportedly under-
going explosions, causing
tremors throughout the
site. The combination of
the substantial volume of
flammable substances and
prevailing gusty winds is
contributing to the swift
spread of the fire. The fac-
tory's location outside
densely populated residen-
tial areas offers a degree of
mitigation against wider
community impact, which
officials acknowledge as a
relative relief.

However, the possibility
of individuals being
trapped inside the factory
remains undetermined, as
firefighters have been un-
able to gain access to the
interior. Authorities are
currently exploring alter-
native strategies to bring
the fire under control. No-
tably, residential quarters
for factory workers are lo-
cated within the vacant
area surrounding the
plant, and these occupants
have been successfully
evacuated to secure loca-
tions. Despite ongoing ef-
forts, containment of the
fire has not yet been
achieved, and there are in-
dications that additional
fire tenders will be de-
ployed to the scene. The
cause of the fire is cur-
rently under investigation.

Murshidabad displaced
returned as Parlalpur

shelter close
MI News Service, Murshid-
abad: About 85 families
who fled their homes in
Murshidabad’s Shamsher-
ganj area due to violence
over the Waqf Act have
safely returned home.
They had taken shelter in
a reef camo at Parlalpur
High School in Malda’s
Vaishnavnagar. Local au-
thorities, including the Su-
perintendent of Police and
MALs, facilitated their re-
turn. The situation is now
calm, with 292 accused ar-
rested and 153 cases filed.

In a significant devel-
opment, approximately 85
families who were forced
to flee their homes in Mur-
shidabad’s Shamsherganj
area due to recent violence
sparked by opposition to
the Waqf Act have safely
returned residences. The
families had taken shelter
in a relief camp at Par-
lalpur High School in
Malda’s Visnagar. Under
the leadership of Jangipur
Superintendent of Police
Anand Roy, and in the
presences of local digni-
taries including Jangipur
MP Khalilur Rahaman ,

Shamsherganj MLA
Amirul Islam, and farakka
MLA Monirul Islam, the
families were escorted
back t their homes via the
Dhulian Kanchantala
Gnaga Ghat . The violence
had led to widespread van-
dalism, with cars and
houses being set on fire,
prompting many families
to cross the Ganges and
seek refuge in the Par-
lalpur High School shelter
camp. However, with the
situation now under con-
trol, the administration fa-
cilitated the families
return home. According to
Superintendent of Police
Anand Roy, a total of 153
cases have been filed, and
292 accused individuals
have been arrested in con-
nection with the violence.
Local leaders have attrib-
uted the return of the fam-
ilies to the restoration of
peace and normalcy in the
area. The successful reha-
bilitation of the displaced
families marks a positive
step towards rebuilding
and restoring normalcy in
the affected areas of Mur-
shidabad.

CPIM rally, Kunal Ghosh 
hints at “Fake Attendees”
MI News Service, East Mid-
napore: The CPIM's recent
brigade rally, showcasing a
mobilization of marginal-
ized workers, has sparked a
political firestorm, with
Kunal Ghosh accusing the
BJP of infiltration and both
Trinamool and BJP leaders
labeling it a failure. Kunal
Ghosh Alleges BJP Infiltra-
tion of CPIM Brigade Rally,
Amidst Claims of Strong
Turnout Egra, East Midna-
pore: Trinamool Congress
state general secretary and
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
has alleged that individuals
"disguised" as CPIM sup-
porters attended the Left
Front's brigade rally, insin-
uating a deliberate infiltra-
tion by BJP affiliates.
Speaking at a function in
Egra on Sunday evening,
Kunal Ghosh dismissed the
rally as a "goose brigade,"
asserting that BJP voters
comprised a significant por-
tion of the attendees. De-

spite reports of a substan-
tial turnout, with roads in
East Midnapore reportedly
"red on red" due to the in-
flux of workers, daily wage
earners, and farm laborers,
Kunal Ghosh maintained
that the rally was orches-
trated to attract BJP votes.
He criticized the CPIM's slo-
gan, suggesting it served as
a conduit for transferring
allegiance to the BJP. "The
slogan of that brigade is the
brigade of the CPM, come
on. Then come back from
the brigade to vote for the
BJP," Kunal Ghosh stated.
He further downplayed the

rally's significance, arguing
that assembling a crowd of
four individuals was not a
substantial feat. Kunal
Ghosh also invoked the con-
cept of an alliance, dubbing
the rally a "Ram-Left
brigade and Inquilab-Jai
Shri Ram brigade," a clear
reference to the perceived
convergence of CPIM and
BJP interests. His remarks
echo a similar sentiment
expressed by other political
figures. BJP leader Su-
vendu Adhikari and Tri-
namool leader Jayaprakash
Majumdar both dismissed
the rally as a "flop show,"
mirroring  Kunal Ghosh's
critical assessment. The
CPIM rally, while showcas-
ing a significant mobiliza-
tion of marginalized labor
leaders and a considerable
crowd, has become a focal
point of political contention,
with allegations of external
influence casting a shadow
over its perceived success.

Another student found
hanging, second death in
a month at IIT Kharagpur
MI News Service, Kharag-
pur: IIT Kharagpur from
another student death,
with fourth year ocean En-
gineering students Ankiet
Walker found hanging in
his hostel room, prompting
a police investigation into
the cause. IIT Kharagpur
is grappling with the sec-
ond mysterious death of a
student within four
months, following the dis-
covery of Aniket Walker's
body in his hostel room
late Sunday night. Walker,
a fourth-year Ocean Engi-
neering and Novel Archi-
tecture student from
Maharashtra, was found
hanging from the ceiling of
his room in Jagadish
Chandra Bose Bhavan. Ac-
cording to police sources,
the door to Walker's room,
C 214, had been locked
since Sunday evening. Ini-
tially dismissed as routine,
concern grew amongst his
classmates when repeated
attempts to contact him
went unanswered. After

receiving no response de-
spite persistent knocking,
fellow students broke
down the door, only to find
Walker deceased. The
Kharagpur Town police
were immediately notified
and arrived at the scene.
Walker's family in Maha-
rashtra has been informed
of the tragic incident. An
autopsy is scheduled for
Monday at Medinipur Med-
ical College Hospital to de-
termine the cause of death.
Authorities are currently
investigating whether it
was a case of suicide or foul
play. This incident marks
the second student death
by hanging at the presti-
gious institution this year. A
few months prior, another
student, a resident of
Kasba, was found deceased
in his hostel room in a sim-
ilar manner during a holi-
day visit by his parents.
These repeated incidents
have left IIT authorities in
a state of uncertainty and
heightened concern.

Saving the Hooghly: Kolkata &
London Unite for River Revival

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata remains a hub of
vibrant discussions and
meaningful engagements,
as demonstrated by a dy-
namic interactive session
held today at DPS New-
town. Young students,
alongside senior environ-
mental activists, engaged in
a thought-provoking dia-
logue on combating pollu-
tion in the River Hooghly
and drawing lessons from
the revival of London’s
River Thames.The session,
moderated by Gautam
Chakraborti, former Secu-
rity and Heritage Advisor to
Kolkata Port, featured
prominent speakers includ-
ing:Sonali Sen, Principal,
DPS NewtownDavid
Thompson, former Presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of
LondonSaumen Ray, Con-
vener of "Ganga
Abhyan"Parthaprat im
Mukherjee, Director of Ko-
likata MaritimeA key high-

light was the discussion on
the role of seagrass as a
natural bioplant in erosion
control and river restora-
tion. David Thompson also
announced an upcoming
student exchange program,
where learners from
Kolkata and London will
visit both rivers, fostering
hands-on learning and idea
exchange.The young par-
ticipants raised pressing
questions, from “How can
we create a real impact?”
to “When will the Hooghly
regain its lost glory?” While
experts acknowledged that
full restoration may take
time, the dialogue marked
a crucial step toward col-
laborative action.The event
underscored the power of
youth engagement and
global cooperation in tack-
ling environmental chal-
lenges—proving that
Kolkata remains at the
forefront of meaningful di-
alogue.

Workers' agitation in Makaut,
demanding salary revision

Dipankar Edbar, Kalyani :
Even after a long wait and
appeal, the contractual
workers of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad University of
Technology, West Bengal,
found no result regarding
payment revision. So they
started their agitation
through pen down and
demonstration in front of the
chamber of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Tapas Chakraborty at
its Haringhata campus on
and from Monday.  President
of TMC Shiksha Bandhu

Samity, Saheb Saha said, "
Our movement will continue
until our demand gets ful-
filled."The university con-
sists a big number of
contractual workers and al-
legedly there is no system-
atic salary structure. The
workers agitated earlier in
a   scattered way. But now
the agitation has been initi-
ated under the leadership of
Sara Bangla Trinamool
Shiksha Bandhu Samity.Al-
legedly there is no system
regarding remuneration.

Body ready for cremation,
police intervene after
starting discovery

MI News Service, Bongaon:
Just moments before cre-
mations in Bongaon, police
intervened and took pos-
session of a body Following
concerns raised by crema-
torium workers regarding
the death certificate and
unusual markings.

Authorities in Bongaon
intervened to halt the cre-
mation of a 65-year-old
man after crematorium
staff raised concerns re-
garding the circumstances
of his death. The deceased,
identified as Dhrub Kundu,
a resident of Garapota, was
brought to the Bongaon
Bhupendranath Seth Sm-
riti Maha Crematorium for
cremation on Monday.Ac-
cording to reports, crema-
torium workers became
suspicious after observing
the body and reviewing the
death certificate, which
had been obtained from a
local homeopathy doctor.

Staff members reportedly
noticed an unusual mark
on Kundu's neck, prompt-
ing them to alert the Mayor
of Bongaon Municipality.
Subsequently, the police
were informed and swiftly
arrived at the cremato-
rium. The scheduled cre-
mation was immediately
stopped, and the body was
taken to Bongaon Hospital
for a thorough autopsy.
The incident has report-
edly caused considerable
unease at the cremato-
rium. Kundu's family
claims he passed away at
home on Sunday morning.
However, the suspicious
observations by the crema-
torium staff have triggered
a police investigation to as-
certain the actual cause of
death and rule out any pos-
sibility of foul play. The au-
topsy report is now
awaited to shed light on the
matter.

Son half burnt with
boiling milk over
interest money
MI News Service, Burdwan:
A shocking incident in East
Burdwan’s Malkita village
has led to  the arrest of one
person, with a BJP leader on
the run, after a minor was vi-
olence erupted over a dis-
pute involving money lent at
high interest with the ac-
cused Amit Makar, report-
edly targeting the minor
when he couldn’t find the fa-
ther. The victim is hospital-
ized with serious injuries and
the incident has sparked out-
rage with the Trinamool
Congress demanding swift
action. A serious incident of
violence has occurred in
Malkita village, Dewandighi
police station, East Burdwan,
where a minor sustained se-
vere burns after being at-
tacked with boiling milk. The
incident stems from a dis-
pute involving a loan pro-
vided at high interest.
According to the victim’s fa-
ther, Umashankar Sau, for-
mer BJP official Amit Makar,
along with an accomplice,
Mausam Hazra, stormed his
shop on Saturday afternoon.
When they were unable to
locate Mr. Sau, they allegedly
vandalized the premises.
When the minor attempted
to intervene, he was report-
edly assaulted with boiling
milk, resulting in extensive
burns. 

Man gets death sentence for mur-
dering wife in front of 4-yr-old son
MI News Service, Jalpaig-
uri: A  Jalpaiguri court has
sentenced Sujit De
Bhowmik to death for the
brutal axe murder of his
wife in 2023, which oc-
curred in front of their
minor son. The motive is
believed to be the wife's dis-
covery of her husband's ex-
tramarital affair, leading to
frequent domestic disputes.
When the victim's parents
attempted to intervene,
Sujit also allegedly tried to
kill them. The Additional
Third Court Judge deemed
the crime "rarest of rare,"
also sentencing Sujit to life
imprisonment and a ₹1 lakh
fine for attempted murder,
though the convict claims
the incident was staged.

In a verdict delivered on
Monday, the Additional
Third Court Judge of the
Jalpaiguri District and Ses-
sions Court sentenced Sujit

De Bhowmik to death for
the murder of his wife in
2023. The crime, which oc-
curred in Charerbari
Sarkarpara under the May-
naguri police station juris-
diction, involved the
accused repeatedly striking
his wife with an axe in the
presence of their minor son.
The prosecution argued
that the murder was a con-
sequence of the wife's dis-
covery of Mr. De Bhowmik's
alleged extramarital affair,
which had become a source
of constant domestic con-
flict. The wife was report-
edly perceived as an
impediment to this relation-
ship. On the morning of the
fatal incident, further un-
rest at their home allegedly
escalated, culminating in
the violent attack. During
the incident, the victim's
parents were also present
at the residence. 

Digha buzzing for temple opening, mystery Jagannath statue washes ashore
MI News Service, Digha: Just days
before its grand inauguration by
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
the newly built Jagannath temple
in Digha is already illuminated
and the beach town is abuzz with
festive decorations. However, the
celebratory atmosphere was
briefly disrupted on Sunday by the
unexpected arrival of a full-sized
Jagannath statue on the seashore
near Maiti Ghat, sparking wide-
spread speculation and excite-
ment among locals and tourists
alike. The image of the idol quickly
went viral, adding an intriguing el-
ement to the upcoming temple

opening.  Preparations are in their
final stages for the imminent inau-

guration of the Jagannath temple
in Digha, a project spearheaded by
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.
The coastal town is currently
adorned with illuminations and
experiencing heightened activity
in anticipation of the event. How-
ever, an unexpected incident on
Sunday caused considerable local
excitement. 

A complete Jagannath statue
was discovered on the Digha
shoreline, prompting widespread
speculation regarding its origin
within the popular Bengali tourist
destination. The emergence of the
idol shortly before the temple's

opening led to various interpreta-
tions, with some local Trinamool
Congress leaders suggesting di-
vine intervention. Initial reports
quoted individuals attributing the
statue's arrival to "God's will" and
even suggesting the deity had
"come by sea" prior to the inaugu-
ration. 

The Jagannath idol was found
near Maiti Ghat on Sunday, draw-
ing immediate attention from res-
idents and tourists, and images of
the discovery rapidly circulated on
social media platforms. The actual
provenance of the statue was clar-
ified approximately 24 hours later.

Bakura School’s science department
crippled as 6 teachers lost jobs

MI News Service, Bakura: A court order has thrown the
science department of Jhilimili School in Bankura, a cru-
cial institution for 1,500 students in the Jangalmahal bor-
der region, into chaos as 9 teachers, including 6 from
science, lost their jobs. The school, serving an economi-
cally disadvantaged tribal area across three districts,
now faces a severe crisis with the future of its science de-
partment and overall education hanging in the balance.

Jhilimili High School in the Ranibandh block of
Bankura district is grappling with a significant educa-
tional crisis following a recent court order that resulted
in the dismissal of nine teachers, including six from its
science department. Situated on the southern border of
Bankura, bordering the Bandwan block of Purulia and
the Belpahari block of Jhargram districts, the school
serves as a crucial educational hub for over 1,400 stu-
dents from these economically disadvantaged tribal re-
gions. The abrupt departure of a substantial portion of
the teaching staff, particularly within the science depart-
ment, has cast a pall of uncertainty over the academic
future of the students. 
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addresses the gathering during the foundation stone laying cere-
mony of 1,600 MW thermal power plants (two units of 800 MW each) at Salboni in Paschim Medinipur district 
on Monday.  Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

Teachers and non-teaching staff who lost their permanent jobs following the Supreme
Court verdict took part in a protest rally, marching to the SSC Bhawan in Salt Lake,
Kolkata, on Monday.

Sajjan Jindal lauds Mamata 
for her visionary leadership

MI News Service, Salboni: JSW
Group Chairman Sajjan Jindal
lauded West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee as a “once-in-a-
lakh-years leader,” applauding her
unwavering concern for the poor and
her visionary leadership, as they
jointly laid the foundation stone for a
1600 MW ultra-supercritical thermal
power plant and a sprawling 2000-
acre industrial park in Salboni,
Paschim Medinipur. The landmark
event was also attended by cricket
legend Sourav Ganguly, drawing at-
tention from across political and in-
dustrial spheres.

Calling the occasion “a turning
point” in Bengal’s industrial resur-
gence, Jindal stated, ‘ A leader like
didi comes once in a lakh years”
crediting her compassion and lead-
ership as the driving force behind the
JSW Group’s continued investments
in the state. “Didi always thinks for
the poor. Speaking to her felt like
speaking to my own family—there’s
warmth, clarity, and conviction,”

said an emotional Jindal, reflecting
on a personal exchange he had with
the Chief Minister during the event.

The upcoming power plant, to be
built at a cost of Rs 16,000 crore, will
be the largest greenfield thermal
project undertaken by the private
sector in West Bengal. It is expected
to create over 2000 direct and indi-
rect jobs, while significantly boosting
the state’s power infrastructure.
“Salboni is a dream for us,” Jindal
said. “This plant will be powered by
ultra-modern, zero-pollution tech-
nology and serve the electricity
needs of nearly two crore people.”

Jindal also announced the devel-
opment of a world-class industrial
park at Salboni, based on plug-and-
play infrastructure, signaling a
major leap in industrial planning for
Eastern India. “Anyone who wants to
invest here is welcome. This park
will change the economic landscape
of the region,” he said. ‘The Indus-
trial park will be a game changer in
the industrial and economic growth

in the state as well as the eastern re-
gion of our country,’ he added.

Returning to Salboni after a
decade, Jindal was visibly im-
pressed. “So much has changed. The
progress Bengal has made under
Didi’s leadership is what the entire
nation should aspire to,” he re-
marked. ‘It is always a pleasure to
return to Salboni – the place which
marked the beginning of our journey
in West Bengal. This journey would
not have been possible without the
inspiring leadership of honorable
Chief Minister Mamata Didi and the
valuable guidance and support of the
state government. Her vision for
Bengal and belief in its people con-
tinue to inspire us to invest and grow
in the state,’ he added.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
welcomed the investment and af-
firmed that her government is com-
mitted to industrial growth, job
creation, and energy security. “Ben-
gal is moving forward, and together
we are building the future,” she said.

KMC initiates crackdown on illegal street
encroachments in New Market area
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a decisive move to re-
store pedestrian rights and
uphold civic order, the
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) is set to
launch a fresh eviction
drive against illegal street
encroachments by hawk-
ers, particularly in the
bustling New Market area.
Despite clear directives
prohibiting stalls on roads
or pavements, several
hawkers have been found
blatantly flouting the rules
by occupying public path-
ways.

According to KMC
sources, under the provi-
sions of the 2018 Street
Vending Rules, hawkers
are permitted to set up
stalls only within one-third
of the pavement’s width,
leaving the remaining two-
thirds free for pedestrian
movement. However, this
guideline is being grossly
violated, especially across
Bartram Street, Lindsay
Street, and Humayun
Place. Field inspections re-
veal that hawkers have not
only taken over footpaths
but, in some instances, ex-
tended their stalls into des-
ignated parking zones,
obstructing vehicular
movement and disrupting
urban mobility.

Allegations have also
surfaced that certain
hawkers have set up shop

dangerously close to New
Market’s entrance gates,
causing congestion and af-
fecting the visibility and
accessibility of permanent
retail outlets. Local shop-
keepers claim their busi-
nesses are suffering due to
the unregulated sprawl of
street vendors who enjoy
unfair advantages without
complying with licensing
norms or civic duties.

Speaking to the media,
KMC Mayor-in-Council De-
basish Kumar affirmed
that the Corporation will
soon undertake a rigorous
and sustained clearance
operation. “All stalls en-
croaching on roads and
pavements will be re-
moved. Such violations
cannot be tolerated. These
drives will be carried out
at regular intervals and
will not be halted under
any pressure,” Kumar as-

serted. He further clarified
that hawkers who are re-
moved must wait for a
fresh allotment of space
through the Town Vending
Committee before resum-
ing their trade. “The newly
allocated zones might be
away from New Market.
But until then, they will not
be allowed to occupy any
part of the public road-
way,” Kumar stated.

This initiative under-
scores KMC’s commitment
to reclaim public spaces,
ensure smoother pedes-
trian traffic, and uphold the
city’s visual and functional
urban order. The civic body
has already begun notifying
police and enforcement de-
partments, setting the
stage for a wide-scale oper-
ation aimed at restoring
lawful urban discipline in
one of Kolkata’s busiest
commercial hubs.

India’s holistic development is for country’s 
all round progress for 1,000 years, says  PM 

Mamata  announces industrial 
resurgence in Bengal lays foundation
of 1600 MW Thermal  Power projects

From PG 1
also the twenty-fifth year of
the new millennium. The
policies we are working on
today, the decisions we are
making, will shape the future
of the next thousand
years...For achieving the goal
of Viksit Bharat, the develop-
ment wheel has to work ac-
cordingly, and we all have to
work very minutely for this
goal," he said. The Prime
Minister emphasised that
India's aspirational society --
be it the youth, farmers, or
women -- holds unprece-
dented dreams and ambi-
tions. "Today, we are in a
world that is changing at a
fast pace. Our bureaucracy
and policy-making cannot
operate on outdated systems.
That is why, since 2014, sys-
temic change has been ac-
tively pursued. We are
transforming ourselves at
great speed. India's aspira-
tional society -- be it the
youth, farmers, or women --
holds unprecedented dreams
and ambitions. To fulfil these
aspirations, we need an
equally unprecedented pace
of progress," PM Modi said.
He further expressed his
happiness that this year's
Civil Services theme is the
'Holistic development of
India'.

"I am happy that this
year's Civil Services theme is
the 'Holistic development of
India'. It is not just a theme,
it is our commitment to the
nation. Holistic development
means that no family, citizen,
or village is left behind. Real
progress is not about small
changes, but about large-
scale, meaningful impact.
Every home must have clean
water, and every child must
have access to quality educa-
tion," he said. PM Modi said
that he believes quality in
governance is not achieved
merely by launching
schemes, but by ensuring
how deeply they impact the
citizens of the country.

"It's about understanding
the real, on-ground effect.
We are seeing this impact
across various districts, from
increased school attendance
to the adoption of solar
power. Many districts have
fulfilled their commitments,
and several have been recog-

nised for their efforts," PM
Modi said. The Prime Minis-
ter further said that they
have often discussed aspira-
tional districts, but the suc-
cess of aspirational blocks is
equally important.

"We have often discussed
aspirational districts, but the
success of aspirational blocks
is equally important. This
programme was launched in
January 2023, and within
just two years, unprece-
dented changes have been
seen in key indicators, health,
social development, and
basic infrastructure. In some
places, these blocks have
even surpassed the state av-
erages. For example, in the
Peeplu block of Tonk, Ra-
jasthan, just two years ago,
the measurement efficiency
of children was around 20
per cent at Anganwadi Cen-
tres. Today, it has risen to
over 99 per cent," he said.

Mentioning Bihar's Bha-
galpur district, Jagdishpur's
significant improvement, PM
Modi said that "Pregnant
women registration was at
just 25 per cent in the first
quarter, and it has now in-
creased to over 90 per cent.
Similarly, in Jammu and
Kashmir's Marwah block, in-
stitutional deliveries." Earlier,
PM Modi released e-Coffee
Table Books on 'Holistic De-
velopment of Districts for
Prime Minister's Awards for
Excellence in Public Admin-
istration' and 'Select Innova-
tions from Prime Minister's
Awards for Excellence in
Public Administration'. The
Prime Minister also con-
ferred the Prime Minister's
Awards for Excellence in
Public Administration for ef-
fective implementation of
identified priority pro-
grammes and innovation to
districts and central and state
governments. Civil Services
Day is an occasion for the
Civil Servants across India to
rededicate themselves to the
cause of citizens and renew
their commitment to public
service and excellence in
their work. This date was
chosen to commemorate the
day when Sardar Vallabhai
Patel addressed the proba-
tioners of Administrative
Service Officers in 1947 at
Metcalfe House, Delhi.

From PG 1
costing Rs 757 crore, will generate 112.5 megawatts of
green energy. A German company is contributing 80 per
cent  of the cost, while the state government is covering the
remaining 20 per cent. With major infrastructure projects
are now being launches across the state, with legal and po-
litical debates intensifying, her image as a people’s leader
once again underscored, Mamata Banerjee is steering West
Bengal through a critical juncture—balancing development,
governance, and identity politics in equal measure.

US Vice President
Vance, his family
arrive on a four day
trip to India
From PG 1
them. The US Vice President
is accompanied by a five-
member delegation, including
representatives from the Pen-
tagon and the State Depart-
ment. After meeting Prime
Minister Modi this evening,
Vance and his family will visit
Jaipur and Agra. On Tuesday,
the US Vice-President will visit
the iconic Amer Palace. Later
that day, he will deliver a
keynote address at the US-
India Business Summit at the
Rajasthan International Cen-
tre. The summit will see par-
ticipation from top Indian and
American officials, with Mr
Vance expected to talk about
bilateral trade and investment
between the two countries.
On Wednesday, the US Vice
President will travel to Agra
for a visit to the Taj Mahal.
After spending nearly three
hours at the monument, he
will return to Jaipur the same
afternoon and visit the Jaipur
City Palace. He will fly back to
Washington on Thursday.
Vance is travelling to India for
the first time amid the rising
global concerns over Presi-
dent Donald Trump's tariff
tussle and both sides are likely
to deliberate on firming up of
the proposed trade deal that
is aimed at addressing issues
relating to levies, market ac-
cess and supply chains. "The
visit will provide an opportu-
nity for both sides to review
the progress in bilateral rela-
tions and the implementation
of the outcomes of the India-
US Joint Statement issued on
February 13 during the visit
of the Prime Minister Modi to
the US," the MEA said in a
statement.

It said the two sides will
also exchange views on re-
gional and global develop-
ments of mutual interest.
Vance's office said he is visit-
ing Italy and India from April
18 to 24 and he will discuss
"shared economic and geopo-
litical priorities with leaders in
each country".  This apart,
Vance and his Hindu-Ameri-
can wife Usha  are scheduled
to participate ina number of
their  engagements at cultural
sites in India. Soon after their
arrival, Vance and his family
visited the Red Fort. In the af-
ternoon, Vance  met National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and BJP president
JP Nadda. Prime Minister
Modi interacted with Vance
and his family -- wife Usha,
also the  Second Lady, sons
Ewan and Vivek and daugh-
ter Mirabel --" and hosted
them for a formal (Indian)
dinner in the evening, the in-
formed sources said.

State Govt man-
dates signage on
hazardous  chemical
transport vehicles
to avert accidents
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant move aimed
at enhancing road safety
and preventing chemical-
related disasters, the West
Bengal government has in-
troduced a new directive re-
quiring mandatory signage
on vehicles transporting
hazardous substances. Fol-
lowing multiple incidents
involving flammable and
toxic cargo, the State Trans-
port Department has issued
detailed guidelines to en-
sure that such vehicles are
clearly marked and easily
identifiable on the roads.

Under the new Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
(SOP), all trucks and
tankers carrying inflamma-
ble chemicals, including
LPG, CNG, petrol, diesel, ra-
dioactive materials, and
toxic gases, must display
signage both at the front
and rear. These signs must
clearly indicate the type of
chemical being transported,
allowing other vehicles to
maintain a safe distance
and exercise caution. The
directive comes In the wake
of a tragic incident on Cen-
tral Avenue, where a tanker
carrying chemical fuel col-
lided with a stationary
truck, resulting in a fire that
killed the driver. Several
other similar accidents
across the state have
prompted the government
to take stringent preventive
measures Earlier, the
Transport Department had
already mandated the use
of fire extinguishers, spark
arrestors, and trained driv-
ers for vehicles transporting
hazardous materials. In ad-
dition, such vehicles must
possess environmental
clearance from the Pollution
Control Board. As part of
the new rule, drivers must
also carry complete docu-
mentation detailing the
source and destination of
the cargo, and if inter-state
transportation is involved,
permissions from both state
authorities must be se-
cured.

Kolkata teacher enters
Guinness World
Records for collecting
1,034 movie tickets 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In an age where everything
is a click away — be it shop-
ping, entertainment, or
movie tickets — one man’s
passion for tradition has
earned him global recogni-
tion. While most people
book film tickets online and
rarely visit box offices, De-
vangon Seal, a school
teacher from Kolkata, has
made a world record out of
standing in line at cinema
halls and collecting printed
movie tickets — a hobby
that has earned him a place
in the prestigious Guinness
Book of World Records.

Devangon, a resident of
Jyangra in Baguiati, has
been a cinema enthusiast
since childhood. He re-
members dialogues and
songs from countless films
and has an emotional con-
nection to the theatres
themselves. His journey
began in 2003 when he
watched Bombaiyer Bom-
bete at Jaya Cinema in Lake
Town. Instead of discarding
the ticket, he preserved it.
That moment sparked a
lifelong habit. Since then,
Devangon has travelled
across West Bengal — from
Medinipur and Barasat to
Bardhaman and North
Bengal — visiting theatres
such as Roxy, Paradise,
Elite, Chhabighar, Minar,
and Bijoli. In every in-
stance, he retained the
physical ticket. His personal
collection now boasts 1,034
tickets from 197 different
single-screen theatres.
Among them, Jaya Cinema
remains his most fre-
quented venue, with 154
tickets alone preserved
from that hall. By profes-
sion, Devangon teaches at a
private school, but cinema
is his enduring passion. He
recently submitted his
meticulously archived ticket
collection to the Guinness
World Records authorities. 

Bench reassigned
in 32,000 primary
teacher termina-
tion case: Hearing
from April 25
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant develop-
ment in West Bengal’s pri-
mary education
recruitment controversy,
the Calcutta High Court
has reassigned the high-
profile case involving the
cancellation of 32,000 pri-
mary teacher appoint-
ments. The matter will
now be heard by a division
bench headed by Justice
Tapabrata Chakraborty,
with hearings scheduled to
commence on April 25.
The final hearing in the
main case has been slated
for April 28.

The controversy dates
back to the 2016 recruit-
ment of primary school
teachers based on a panel
formed after the 2014
Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET). Allegations of large-
scale corruption soon sur-
faced, prompting the
then-Calcutta High Court
judge, Justice Abhijit Gan-
gopadhyay, to order the
cancellation of the 32,000
appointments in May 2023.
Challenging this verdict,
the West Bengal Board of
Primary Education ap-
proached the division
bench. Initially, the case
was assigned to a bench
comprising Justice Soumen
Sen and Justice Smita Das
Dey, and was set for hear-
ing on April 7. However,
due to personal reasons,
Justice Sen recused him-
self from the matter, creat-
ing procedural uncertainty.
The case was subsequently
referred to the Chief 
Justice’s court for reassign-
ment. On Monday, Calcutta
High Court confirmed that
Justice Tapabrata
Chakraborty’s division
bench would now preside
over the hearings. Pro-
ceedings will begin with
the hearing of the Board’s
petition challenging the
cancellation order, fol-
lowed by the main hearing
on April 28.

Devastating fire in cloth  warehouse claims two lives
MI News Service, Kolkata: In a tragic incident that has once again raised serious ques-
tions about industrial fire safety in Kolkata, a massive blaze broke out at a cloth ware-
house on Pathuriaghata Street in North Kolkata late Sunday night. The inferno resulted
in the death of two individuals due to asphyxiation from smoke inhalation, while an-
other person sustained injuries but was discharged after receiving primary medical
treatment. Fire services confirmed that the fire has been brought under control, with
cooling operations currently underway. The fire erupted around midnight in the
Jorabagan police station area, specifically at 65 Pathuriaghata Street. Within minutes,
thick black smoke engulfed the surrounding area as the flames spread rapidly through
the warehouse, which was stocked with flammable textile materials. Responding
promptly to the emergency, ten fire tenders were deployed to the scene. Despite their
swift action, the intensity of the blaze made it difficult to contain immediately, resulting
in extensive damage and the complete charring of the warehouse inventory.

Guv hospitalised following chest
complications; CM Mamata visits
MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose was admitted
to a hospital in Alipore on
Monday morning after he
experienced sudden chest
pain, prompting concerns
over his health. Following
his admission, his condition
is being closely monitored
by a team of medical ex-
perts. The health condition
of West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose, who was ad-
mitted to the Eastern Com-
mand Hospital here on
Monday morning with chest
congestion, was “stable,” a
senior Raj Bhavan official
said.In a significant gesture,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee visited Governor

Bose at the Command Hos-
pital before leaving for a
scheduled programme in
Salboni. She was accompa-
nied by expert cardiologists
from SSKM Hospital, whom
she had personally directed
to examine the Governor.
Speaking to the media just
before her helicopter de-
parted from Dumurjala Sta-
dium, Banerjee said, “I
visited the Governor after
learning of his health condi-
tion. He was admitted sud-
denly. I saw him and now
I’m on my way to Medinipur.
I’ll be back after tomorrow’s
programme. My best wishes
for everyone’s well-being.”I
have directed my Chief Sec-
retary to take necessary

steps in this regard, she fur-
ther added.Some reports
suggest that the Governor
has been diagnosed with
blockages in his coronary
arteries, and doctors are
currently considering by-
pass surgery; however, no
confirmation has been pro-
vided by official sourcesAs
per sources, the condition of
the Governor is stable. Doc-
tors have kept him under
observation. Sources further
added that the Bose may be
discharged from the hospi-
tal on Tuesday. Medical ex-
aminations were conducted
upon his arrival and follow-
ing treatment, his condition
reportedly “improved,” the
official added.
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MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:  In a commend-
able recognition of dedication 
and vigilance, Shri Parmesh-
war Funkwal, General Manager 
of East Coast Railway (ECoR), 
felicitated five railway employ-
ees for their outstanding per-
formance in ensuring safe and 
smooth train operations. The 
felicitation ceremony was held 
today at the ECoR Headquar-
ters, Rail Sadan, Bhubaneswar, 
in the presence of the Addition-
al General Manager, Principal 
Chief Safety Officer, and other 
senior railway officials.

The employees felicitated 
for their remarkable service 

include: Sri Shakti Prasad 
Sahoo, Train Pointsman, Ka-
makhyanagar; Sri Debraj Suna, 
Track Maintainer, Godbhaga; 
Sri Purna Chandra Panda, 
Goods Train Loco Pilot, Khurda 
Road; Sri Surakattula Sricha-
ran Teja, Assistant Loco Pilot, 
Rayagada; Sri Pujan Kumar, 
Track Maintainer, Titlagarh.

General Manager Shri Funk-
wal applauded the employees 
for their alertness, quick re-
sponse, and dedication while 
on duty, which played a vital 
role in preventing potential 
disruptions and ensuring pas-
senger safety.

Shri Funkwal highlighted 

that the backbone of Indian 
Railways lies in the commit-
ment and vigilance of its field 
staff, whose actions are inte-
gral to the safe and efficient 
operation of train services. 
Emphasizing the importance 
of safety at every level, he en-
couraged all railway personnel 
to maintain a high standard of 
alertness, responsibility, and 
professional excellence.

The event concluded with a 
renewed call for maintaining 
a zero-compromise approach 
towards safety and continuing 
the culture of recognizing and 
encouraging exemplary perfor-
mance within the organization.

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar:  In 
line with Indian Railways’ commit-
ment to enhance safety and improve 
infrastructure, the South Eastern 
Railway, Chakradharpur Division, 
will undertake critical safety-related 
modernization work between Rourke-
la and Bondamunda from April 21 to 
April 26, 2025.

This essential work involves track 
linking and non-interlocking opera-
tions as part of the commissioning of 
multi-tracking lines in the Rourke-
la–Bondamunda section. These up-
grades are aimed at improving train 
operations, ensuring safer and more 
efficient railway services in the long 
term.

To facilitate the seamless execu-
tion of this project, certain train ser-
vices will be temporarily cancelled 
or partially cancelled. These chang-
es are being implemented with the 
utmost priority on passenger safety 
and minimizing inconvenience to the 
traveling public.

A.     Full Cancellation of Trains:

18452 Puri–Hatia Tapaswini Ex-
press

Cancelled on April 20, 21, 22, 24 
& 25, 2025

18451 Hatia–Puri Tapaswini Ex-
press

Cancelled on April 21, 22, 23, 25 
& 26, 2025

18125 Rourkela–Puri Express
Cancelled on April 24 & 25, 2025
18126 Puri–Rourkela Express
Cancelled on April 25 & 26, 2025
18118/18117 Gunupur–Rourkela–

Gunupur Rajyarani Express
Cancelled from Gunupur on April 

24 and from Rourkela on April 25, 
2025

B. Partial Cancellation of Trains:
22862/12872 Kantabanji/Titi-

lagarh–Howrah Ispat Express
From April 21 to 26, will run up 

to Jharsuguda only and return to the 
originating station.

 22861/12871 Howrah–Kantaban-
ji/Titilagarh Ispat Express

Will run up to Tatanagar only and 
return to the originating station.

15028/15027 Sambalpur–Gorakh-
pur–Sambalpur Maurya Express

Cancelled on April 21 & 25
Additionally, 15027 Sambalpur–

Chakradharpur Maurya Express will 
be cancelled on April 23 & 26, 2025

20835/20836 Rourkela–Howrah 
Express

Cancelled from both directions on 
April 25, 2025

Passengers are requested to check 
the latest train schedules and plan 
their journeys accordingly. Railway 
regrets the temporary inconvenience 
and seeks cooperation from the pub-
lic during this period of vital infra-
structure enhancement.

MI News Service, Malda:  
The Malda Division of Eastern 
Railway, in alignment with In-
dian Railways’ commitment 
to excellence and safety in 
train operations, has under-
taken several initiatives aimed 
at strengthening the welfare, 
training, and operational sup-
port of Loco Pilots, who are 
entrusted with one of the most 
critical responsibilities in rail-
way functioning.

Loco Pilots serve as the first 
line of safety in train opera-
tions, and their performance 
directly impacts the reliability, 
punctuality, and safety of rail 
services. Recognizing their piv-
otal role, Malda Division con-
tinues to prioritize infrastruc-
ture upgrades, technological 
advancements, and welfare 
measures.

At present, Malda Division 
has 1,243 Loco Pilots, includ-
ing 18 women. Additionally, 

117 Assistant Loco Pilots are 
currently undergoing training, 
which will increase the total 
strength, bolstering manpower 
and ensuring improved opera-
tional coverage.

Running Rooms –Comfort 
and Care

To provide adequate rest, 
Malda Division operates nine 
running rooms at the following 
locations:

• Malda Town, Sahibganj, 
Bhagalpur, Jamalpur, Gankar, 
Barharwa, Kahalgaon, Godda, 
Tildanga and Manigram

All running rooms have now 
been upgraded to fully air-con-
ditioned facilities to combat 
extreme summer conditions. 
Amenities include:

• Subsidized nutritious 
meals

• Well-equipped gyms
• Meditation and relaxation 

zones
• Recreational facilities
Additionally, new running 

rooms are under construction 
at Bhagalpur, Manigram, Bar-
harwa, and Tildanga, further 
enhancing the comfort and ca-
pacity for loco pilots.

Technological Advance-
ments for Safer Operations

The division is investing sig-
nificantly in modernizing its 
fleet with advanced safety fea-
tures such as:

• Air-conditioning in loco-
motives

• Fog Signal Devices (FSD) 
for better visibility in adverse 
weather

• Signal Location Booklets 
distributed to every loco pilot

• Emergency brake applica-
tion drills conducted regularly 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) of Eastern Railway con-
tinues to play a vital role in 
ensuring the safety and se-
curity of passengers through 
round-the-clock surveillance. 
With unwavering commitment 
and coordinated efforts, RPF 
personnel have delivered no-
table results during the finan-
cial year from 1st April 2024 
to 31st March 2025, under the 
dedicated initiative — Opera-
tion YATRI SURAKSHA.

Aimed at protecting passen-

gers from criminal elements 
within the Eastern Railway 
network, Operation YATRI 
SURAKSHA involved intensi-
fied patrolling and coordinated 
operations across railway sta-
tions and trains over Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction. These 
efforts led to the apprehen-
sion of 426 offenders involved 
in various passenger-related 
crimes, including theft, snatch-
ing, robbery, dacoity, drugging, 
pickpocketing, and crimes tar-
geting women. The arrested in-
dividuals were handed over to 

the Government Railway Police 
(GRP) and other law enforce-
ment authorities for further 
action.

Eastern Railway appreciates 
the relentless efforts and pro-
fessionalism demonstrated by 
its RPF personnel in ensuring 
passenger safety and main-
taining public trust in the rail-
way system . Safety remains a 
core priority as Eastern Rail-
way continues to operate with 
a passenger-first approach, 
striving for a secure and com-
fortable journey for all.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  In a proactive move 
to foster local commerce, Sr.Di-
visional Commercial Manager, 
Sealdah Division Sri Jasram 
Meena convened a significant 
meeting with local merchants 
at Kolkata Station and the DRM 
Office. The initiative aimed 
to understand the challenges 
faced by these merchants and 
to familiarize them with the In-
dian Railways' parcel-related 
regulations.

During the interactive ses-
sion, the Sri Meena attentively 
listened to the concerns and 
suggestions put forth by the 
merchants, fostering an open 
dialogue to identify areas where 
the railway could better support 
their logistical needs. The mer-
chants were comprehensively 
briefed on the existing rules and 
procedures governing parcel 
services, ensuring clarity and 
transparency in their dealings 
with the railway.

Recognizing the importance 

of providing a comfortable and 
supportive environment for 
these crucial stakeholders,

Sri Jasram Meena also is-
sued directives to maintain 
all necessary amenities in the 
waiting hall designated for 
merchants. This step under-
scores the Sealdah Division's 
commitment to facilitating ease 
and convenience for the local 
business community.

In this context DRM Seal-
dah Sri Deepak Nigam stated 

that this meeting highlights 
Sealdah Division's dedication 
to not only streamlining its 
operations but also actively 
contributing to the growth and 
prosperity of local businesses 
within its jurisdiction. By en-
gaging directly with merchants 
and addressing their concerns, 
the railway aims to build stron-
ger partnerships and enhance 
the utilization of its parcel ser-
vices for the benefit of the re-
gional economy.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Metro Railway takes all possi-
ble measures and care for en-
suring commuters safety. Shri 
P Uday Kumar Reddy, General 
Manager, Metro Railway reg-
ularly monitors and reviews 
safety measures adopted in the 
'Lifeline of Kolkata' to avoid 
any untoward incident like fire. 
In order to check the prepared-
ness of Metro staff of different 
departments to tackle any fire 
emergency inside the tunnels 
or on the viaduct, regular 
training is conducted in Metro 
Railway, Kolkata.

A fire fighting training pro-
gramme for the field staff was 
conducted under the supervi-

sion of senior officers today i.e. 
on 21.04.2025 at Bengal Chem-
ical Metro station. In this train-
ing, Metro staff were imparted 
training on how to douse the 
flame through simulation of 
various fire and smoke condi-
tions.

Staff from Traffic Department 
and RPF personnel attended this 
training. It is expected that such 
training will sharpen the skill and 
alertness of the field staff to re-
spond to any emergency situation 
and minimize the rescue time and 
restore normalcy at the earliest.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Due to Non-Interlocking work 
for  infrastructural development 
in Chakradharpur Division over 
South Eastern Railway from 
21.04.2025 to 26.04.2025 fol-
lowing trains will be regulated as 
under: 15027 Sambalpur – Gor-
akhpur Maurya Express (journey 
commencing on 21.04.2025 & 
24.04.2025) will be short origi-
nated from Hatia and 15028 Gor-
akhpur – Sambalpur Maurya Ex-
press ( journey commencing on 
23.04.2025 & 26.04.2025) will be 
short terminated at Hatia. More-
over, 22511 Lokmanya Tilak (T) 
– Kamakhya Express (journey 
commencing on 22.04.2025) will 
be rescheduled by 02 hours from 
Lokmanya Tilak (T).

ECoR General Manager Felicitates Five Railway 
Employees for Exemplary Dedication and Alertness

Safety-Related Modernization Work Between Rourkela 
and Bondamunda: Temporary Changes in Train Services

Malda Division Undertakes Compre-
hensive Initiatives for the Welfare and 
Operational Efficiency of Loco Pilots

RPF,  Eastern Railway ensures passenger safety & 
security through operation - Yatri Suraksha

Sealdah Division Boosts Local Parcel transport 
Business through Collaboration with Merchants.

Fire fighting training organised at Bengal Chemical Metro Station

NAME CHANGE
I (old name) MD.NASIM S/O.Late 
Abdul Wahid Residing  at 479 G. T. 
ROAD SHIBPUR, P.Ο. SHIBPUR, P.S. 
SHIBPUR, District Howrah 711 102, State 
-West Bengal have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as MD.NASIM 
ANSARI (new name) as declared before 
the NOTARY Public Howrah Court vide 
affidavit no SL136 Dated. 11.03.2025. 
MD.NASIM and MD.NASIM ANSARI 
(new name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I  Abdul Rahaman s/o late Sher 
Mahammad Khan residance of Segun 
Bagan Lane.P.o Telinipara .of dist 
Hooghly pin 712125.My  actual name is 
Abdul Rahaman and my Son name is Abid 
Khan ,but inadvertently my name  wrongly 
written or record as Abdul Rahman Khan 
instead of Abdul Rahaman in said son 's  
(Abid Khan) MP examination (WBBSE) 
examination 2007.That Abdul Rahman 
'Abdul Rahaman Khan and Ab Rahman  
is same  and one identical person.Vide 
an Affidavit sworn before the 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at Chinsurah (Sadar) 
Hooghly.on 10th April 2025.

NAME CHANGE
I, (Old Name) AZIZUL SHAIKH S/o- 
FAKIR SHAIKH, Residing at,  Vill- Bara 
Andulia,  Post- Bara Andulia, Ps- Chapra, 
Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741124, West Bengal. 
Do hearby declare that I have Changed 
my name from AZIZUL SHAIKH  To   
AJIJUL SHAIKH (New name) and hence 
forth I Shall be Known as (New name) 
AJIJUL SHAIKH in all purpose Vide an 
affidavit Sworn before the notary public 
at Berhampore Murshidabad On 16 
April 2025, AJIJUL SHAIKH and AZIZUL 
SHAIKH both are Same and one identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I Shiw Kumar Shaw,S/O Ram Fer Ram 
Shaw,R/O 123/2 H-5,Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road,Post Office: Beadon Street 
S.o,Beadon Street,Kolkata-700006,West 
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Shiw Kumar Gupta,Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Ld 1St Class Judicial 
Magistrate At Kolkata On 21/04/2025,That 
Shiw Kumar Shaw And Shiw Kumar Gupta 
All Are The Same And One Identical 
Person

NAME CHANGE
I,Sabnam Parvin (Old Name), Wife 
Of Noor Ahmad Khan, Residing At 
28,Mackenzie Road, Kamarhati, 
Barrackpore, North 24 Parganas- 700058, 
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Sabnam Parveen(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Sabnam 
Parvin And Sabnam Parveen Both Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Raj Kumar Jaiswal(Old Name),Son Of 
Sagar Ram Shaw, Residing At J.l Nehru 
Road,Po & Ps - Raniganj,Paschim 
Bardhaman - 713347,West Bengal,Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Raj Kumar 
Shaw (New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Asansol Court On 19/04/2025.That Raj 
Kumar Jaiswal And Raj Kumar Shaw, Both 
Are The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Ankan Ashis Bagchi(Old Name),Son 
Of Ashis Kumar Bagchi, Residing At 3rd 
Floor, Flat - 3,P - 22,Purba Pally,Po - 
Haltu,Ps - Kasba, Kolkata - 700078,West 
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Ankan Bagchi(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Ankan 
Ashis Bagchi And Ankan Bagchi Both Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Ashis Bagchi(Old Name),Son Of 
Anandamoy Bagchi, Residing At 3Rd 
Floor,Flat - 3,P - 22,Purba Pally,Po - 
Haltu,Ps - Kasba, Kolkata - 700078,West 
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Ashis Kumar Bagchi(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Ashis 
Bagchi And Ashis Kumar Bagchi Both Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Md Sayed Alom ( old name) S/O 
Mohammad Mofi, residing at Vill-
Dignagar, P.O.- Charpur, P.S.- Haripal, 
Dist- Hooghly, Pin-712706, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Md Sahed Alam 
(new name) as declared before the notary 
public at kolkata, dated 21/04/2025. Md 
Sahed Alam (new name ) and Md Sayed 
Alom (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manisha Patra,Wife Of Bapi Patra, 
Residing At Vill - Kora Patra Para,Po - 
Kora Chandigarh, Ps-Madhyamgram, 
North 24 Parganas-700130, West Bengal, 
Do Hereby Notified That My Minor 
Daughter Baisakhi Patra(Old Name) 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Baishakhi 
Patra(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
21/04/2025.That Baisakhi Patra And 
Baishakhi Patra Both Are The Same And 
One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rehana Bibi Khan (Old Name As 
Per Spouse Passport No :- V6417916) 
W/O.-Saijuddin Khan, Residing At 
Vill- Mukundapur, Po.- Sagareswar, 
Ps.- Ramnagar, East Medinipur, Pin- 
721446,West Bengal, India,  Have 
Changed My Name To (Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As) Rehana Bibi (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 21/10/2024. Rehana 
Bibi (New Name) And Rehana Bibi Khan 
(Old Name) Both Are Same Identical 
Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Koushik Chakraborty,Son Of Barun Kanti 
Chakraborty, Residing At 1/20,Kumud 
Ghoshal Road Po Ariyadaha, Baishali, 
Kamarhati(M), Barrackpore-700057, 
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Kousik Chakraborty Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Koushik 
Chakraborty And Kousik Chakraborty 
Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Madhan Mohan Baheti(Old Name),Son 
Of Late Shiwa Ratan Bahety, Residing 
At Room No - 103,2Nd Floor,167,Netaji 
Subhash Road,Barabazar, Kolkata - 
700007,West Bengal,Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As Madan Mohan Baheti(New 
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The 
Notary Public At Kolkata On 12/12/2024.
That Madhan Mohan Baheti And Madan 
Mohan Baheti Both Are The Same And 
One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Dilip Roy ( old name ) S/O Rakhal 
Roy, residing at S.M .NAGAR ,B.B.T 
ROAD, MAHESHTALA, SARKARPOOL, 
SOUTH 24 PGS- 700143, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Dilip Kumar Roy 
(new name) as declared before the notary 
public at kolkata, dated 17/04/2025. Dilip 
Kumar Roy (new name) and Dilip Roy 
(old name ) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I KAPIL THULUNG RAI,S/O SACHIN 
RAI, R/O THULUNG GAON,DUPTIN 
MIRIK, PO & PS-MIRIK,DARJEELING-
734214,WEST BENGAL,do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name 
from KAPIL THULUNG RAI to KAPIL 
RAI and henceforth i shall be known 
as KAPIL RAI in all purpose,vide 
affidavit no- 02AC822317  sworn before 
the notary public at kolkata dated - 
19/02/2025,KAPIL THULUNG RAI and 
KAPIL RAI both are same and one 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sarna Lata Gharami ( old name) 
D/O Balaram Halder, residing at Block- 
14D, Unit-2, Garden Reach Road, 
North Colony, N.A.B Building, Kolkata- 
700043, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Sarnalata Das (new name) 
as declared before the notary public at 
kolkata, dated 21/04/2025. Sarnalata 
Das (new name ) and Sarna Lata 
Gharami (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sweta Kumari ( old name) D/O Sanjay 
Kumar Singh, residing at AF 10, K.S.T.P, 
South Dhadka Asansol MC, P.O.- 
Dakhin Dhadka, Paschim Bardhaman, 
Pin- 713302, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Sweta Kumari Singh (new 
name) as declared before the notary 
public at kolkata, dated 17/04/2025. 
Sweta Kumari Singh (new name) and 
Sweta Kumari (old name) both are same 
and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I Nawsad Ali Shaikh,S/O Ajad Sekh,R/O 
Vill & Po Chhoto Andulia,Ps Chapra,Nadia-
741124,West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Nowsad Ali Shaikh,Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 17/04/2025,That Nawsad 
Ali Shaikh And Nowsad Ali Shaikh All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I, Kanchan Kumar Chakraborty & 
Kanchan  Chakraborty ( old name) S/O 
Late Krishna Chandra Chakrabarti, 
residing at 35/9, Gobindapur Road, Lake 
Gardens, Kolkata- 700045, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Kanchan Kumar 
Chakrabarti (new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, 
dated 21/04/2025. Kanchan Kumar 
Chakrabarti (new name ) and Monikuntala 
Bhattacharia & Manikuntala Chakraborty 
(old name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Monikuntala Bhattacharia & Manikuntala 
Chakraborty ( old name) W/O Tanmoy 
Bhattacharjee residing at Sankalpa-3, 
Tower-12, Flat-6A, P.S.- Newtown, North 
24 Pgs, Pin- 700156, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Monikuntala 
Bhattacharjee (new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Monikuntala Bhattacharjee 
(new name) and Monikuntala Bhattacharia 
& Manikuntala Chakraborty (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Manoranjan Bhunya,Residing At Vill 
Alangiri P.o Alangiri, Ps. Egra, East 
Medinipur-721420, West Bengal, Do 
Hereby Notified That My Father Bijay 
Bhunia & Bijay Bhunya(Old Name ) Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Bijay Krishna 
Bhunya(New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 21/04/2025.That Bijay Bhunia & Bijay 
Bhunya Also Bijay Krishna Bhunya All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sk Nasiruddin (old name) S/O 
Late Sk Akhtar Hossain, residing at 
Vill-Chhatimpur, P.O.-Huria, P.S.- 
Khandoghosh, Dist- Purba Bardhaman, 
Pin-713424, West Bengal, India, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Sekh Nasiruddin (new 
name) as declared before the notary 
public at kolkata, dated 21/04/2025. 
Sekh Nasiruddin (new name ) and Sk 
Nasiruddin (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjoy Kumar Singh & Sanjoy Kr Singh( 
old name) S/O Rajdeo Singh, residing at 
AF-10, K.S.T.P, South Dhadka Asansol 
MC, P.O.- Dakhin Dhadka, Paschim 
Bardhaman, Pin- 713302, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Sanjay Kumar 
Singh(new name) as declared before 
the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Sanjay Kumar Singh (new 
name ) and Sanjoy Kumar Singh & Sanjoy 
Kr Singh (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Parveen Begum(Old Name),Daughter 
Of Sk Gullu,Residing At 12/H/36 Bedford 
Lane, Park Street, Kolkata - 700016,West 
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Guddy Begum(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Parveen 
Begum And Guddy Begum Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Subin Sarkar ( old name) S/O Panchanan 
Sarkar, residing at 64, Naskar Para Lane, 
Kasundia, Shibpur, Howrah- 711101, West 
Bengal, India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Subin 
Kumar Sarkar(new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Subin Kumar Sarkar (new 
name ) and Subin Sarkar (old name) both 
are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Khadija Khatun(Old Name),Wife Of Sahid 
Hossain, Residing At 0040, Uttar Para 
Faldi, Duttapukur, North 24 Parganas - 
743248, West Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Khadija Bibi(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Khadija 
Khatun And Khadija Bibi Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Sk Rajaul Hossain(Old Name) S/O 
Sk Mofizur Rahman, Residing At  
42B, Tiljala Road, Po-Gobinda Khatick, 
Ps-Topsia, Kolkata-700046, West 
Bengal, India. Have Changed My Name 
And Shall Henceforth Be  Known As Sk 
Rezaul Hossain (New Name) As Declared 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
21/04/2025.Sk Rajaul Hossain(Old Name) 
And Sk Rezaul Hossain (New Name) Both 
Are Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Rekha Jaiswal (Old Name), Wife Of Raj 
Kumar Shaw, Residing At J.l Nehru Road, 
Po & Ps - Raniganj, Paschim Bardhaman 
- 713347,West Bengal, Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As Rekha Shaw (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Asansol Court On 19/04/2025.
That Rekha Jaiswal And Rekha Shaw 
Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

NAME CHANGE
I Mithlesh Kumar Das, S/O Om Prakash 
Das, R/O Belgachia Kundulane 3/F, 
Kolkata, 700037, West Bengal, Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Mithlesh Roy, 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The Ld 1st 
Class Judicial Magistrate At Kolkata On 
21/04/2025,That Mithlesh Kumar Das And 
Mithlesh Roy All Are The Same And One 
Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I Lal Mohammad, S/O Shekh Abiden, R/O 
144, Moulana Abul Kalam Azad Sarani, 
Narkeldanga, Kolkata-700011, West 
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Md Nanhe,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before 
The Ld 1St Class Judicial Magistrate 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025,That Lal 
Mohammad And Md Nanhe All Are The 
Same And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I, PAYEL GOSWAMI (Old Name) daughter 
of Tapas Goswami (Father) ,wife of 
Pradip Bhagat (Husband) ,residing at 
26A/1/1, Kustia Road, P.O.- Tiljala, P.S.- 
Tiljala, Kolkata- 700039, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as PAYEL BHAGAT 
(New Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, dated 21/04/2025. 
PAYEL BHAGAT (New Name) and PAYEL 
GOSWAMI (Old Name) both are same 
and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I Amit Kumar,S/O Raj Kumar Shaw,R/O 
37/3,Nandi Bagan Lane Salkia,Howrah-
711106,West Bengal,Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As Amit Kumar Shaw,Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 21/04/2025,That Amit 
Kumar And Amit Kumar Shaw All Are The 
Same And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I, Asif  Ahmad  Khan (Old Name), 
Son Of Noor Ahmad Khan, Residing 
At 28, Mackenzie Road, Kamarhati, 
Barrackpore, North 24 Parganas-700058, 
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Asif Ahmed Khan (New Name) Vide 
An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary 
Public At Kolkata On 21/04/2025.That Asif 
Ahmad Khan And Asif Ahmed Khan Both 
Are The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, (Old Name) NRIPATI CH GHOSH S/o- 
UPENDRA GHOSH, Residing at,  Vill- 
Ghoshpara,  Post- Mohurul anantapur, 
Ps- Nabagram, Dist- Murshidabad, 
Pin- 742136, West Bengal. Do hearby 
declare that I have Changed my name 
from NRIPATI CH GHOSH To   NRIPATI 
GHOSH (New name) and hence forth 
I Shall be Known as (New name) 
NRIPATI GHOSH in all purpose Vide an 
affidavit Sworn before the notary public 
at Berhampore Murshidabad On 16 April 
2025, NRIPATI GHOSH and NRIPATI CH 
GHOSH both are Same and one identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, (Old Name) SOHID SHAIKH S/o- FAKIR 
SEKH, Residing at,  Vill- Baniakandi,  
Post- Baliadanga, Ps- Murutia, Dist- 
Nadia, Pin- 741152, West Bengal. Do 
hearby declare that I have Changed my 
name from SOHID SHAIKH  To   SAHID 
SEKH (New name) and hence forth I Shall 
be Known as (New name) SAHID SEKH 
in all purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn 
before the notary public at Berhampore 
Murshidabad On 16 April 2025, SAHID 
SEKH and SOHID SHAIKH both are 
Same and one identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, (Old Name) ANARUL HOQUE S/o- 
HAFIJUDDIN SK, Residing at,  Vill- 
Pardiartola,  Post- Jadupur, Ps- Kaliachak, 
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732212, West Bengal. 
Do hearby declare that I have Changed 
my name from ANARUL HOQUE  To   MD 
ANARUL HOQUE (New name) and hence 
forth I Shall be Known as (New name) MD 
ANARUL HOQUE in all purpose Vide an 
affidavit Sworn before the notary public 
at Berhampore Murshidabad On 16 April 
2025, MD ANARUL HOQUE and ANARUL 
HOQUE both are Same and one identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, MD SAIF ALI, son of Nasim Uddin, 
residing at Panchpara, Radhadasi, 
Sankrail, Howrah – 711317, do hereby 
declare that my names MD SAIF ALI, 
MD SEF ALI, and SAIF ALI refer to one 
and the same person, as affirmed in 
an affidavit sworn before a First Class 
Magistrate. I further declare that my 
mother's names JAINAB KHATOON and 
ZAINAB KHATOON also refer to one 
and the same person, as confirmed in 
an affidavit sworn before an Executive 
Magistrate. This declaration is made for all 
legal and official purposes.

NAME CHANGE
After accepting Islam on & from 
19/04/2025, I, Purnima Das Modak D/o. 
Bapi Das Modak known everywhere as 
Purnima Bibi. I, Purnima Bibi & Purnima 
Das Modak D/o. Bapi Das Modak is the 
same self & one identical person vide 
affidavit no. 05, dt.21/04/2025 before 
Notary Public, Sadar, Hooghly Court.

NAME CHANGE
I, Dipali Tapadar W/o. Manu Tapadar, 
D/o. Manindra Mondal & Balaka Tapadar 
W/o. Manu Tapadar, D/o. Manindra 
Nath Mondal R/o. Milangarh, Balagarh, 
Hooghly-712501, W.B. both are the same 
& one identical person vide an affidavit 
no. 70, dated 17/04/2025 before S.D.E.M. 
Sadar, Hooghly Court. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Shobha Vishvas (old name ) W/O 
Nirapada Biswas, residing at Manikdihi, 
Santipur, Nadial, Pin- 741404,  West 
Bengal, India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as 
Sovarani Biswas (new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Sovarani Biswas (new name) 
and Shobha Vishvas (old name ) both are 
same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Neerapad Vishvas ( old name ) S/O 
Late Fani Biswas, residing at Manikdihi, 
Santipur, Nadial, Pin-741404, West 
Bengal, India, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as 
Nirapada Biswas (new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Nirapada Biswas (new name) 
and Neerapad Vishvas (old name) both 
are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nitai Vishvas ( old name ) S/O Nirapada 
Biswas, residing at Manikdihi, Santipur, 
Nadial, Pin-741404, West Bengal, 
India, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Nitai Biswas 
(new name) as declared before the notary 
public at kolkata, dated 21/04/2025. Nitai 
Biswas (new name) and Nitai Vishvas 
(old name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Gayanand (old name) S/O Late 
Lakashmi Narayan Yadav, residing at 
141A, Tripolia, Pathri Ghat, Patna, Bihar, 
Pin-800007, India, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as 
Gayanand Yadav (new name) as declared 
before the notary public at kolkata, dated 
21/04/2025. Gayanand Yadav (new 
name) and Gayanand (old name) both are 
same and identical person.

Change of Name
I, Nandini Kumari Shaw D/o Rajesh Shaw 
Residing at 20, Collin Street, P.o - Park 
Street, P.s - New Market, District - Kolkata, 
Pin- 700016 West Bengal India shall 
henceforth be known as Nandini Shaw. 
I declare that Nandini Kumari Shaw and 
Nandini Shaw is same and one identical 
person by virtue of an affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on 21-
04-2025.

Change of Name
I, Iqbal Ahmad S/o Late Kudarat Ali 
Residing at Fatehhag, Word No-3, P.o - 
Mohammadabad, P.s - Mohammadabad, 
District - Ghazipur, Pin- 233227, Uttar 
Pradesh India shall henceforth be known 
as Iqbal Ahmed. I declare that Iqbal 
Ahmad and Iqbal Ahmed is same and one 
identical person by virtue of an affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public, Kolkata 
on 21-04-2025.

Change of Name
I, Ajoy Das (old name) son of Late Bhuban 
Chandra Das, residing at 29, Muchipara 
Road, Ramrajatala, P.O- GIP Colony, 
P.S- Jagacha, Howrah – 711112, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Ajay Kumar Das (new name) 
as declared before the Ld. 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at Howrah dated 
02/11/2023. Ajoy Das (old name) and Ajay 
Kumar Das (new name) both are same 
and one identical person.

Regulation of trains for 
non-interlocking work over 

South Eastern Railway

at crew lobbies
Continuous Learning and 

Training
To keep pace with evolving 

railway operations, all loco pi-
lots undergo refresher training 
every three years, ensuring 
they remain well-versed in up-
dated safety norms and opera-
tional protocols.

Residential and Medical Fa-
cilities

Malda Division provides 
railway quarters for loco pi-
lots, promoting a healthy 
work-life balance and proximi-
ty to key services.

Furthermore, comprehen-
sive medical care is offered to 
loco pilots and their families 
through railway hospitals and 
health units, including:

• Routine check-ups
• Emergency services
• Specialist consultations
• Hospitalization and post-

care services
Eastern Railways Malda Di-

vision remains steadfast in its 
commitment to empower, pro-
tect, and support its loco pilots 
in every possible way. By com-
bining advanced infrastruc-
ture, modern technology, hu-
man-centric welfare policies, 
and a culture of safety, the di-
vision aims to ensure safe and 
efficient railway operations.
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MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) on 'One 
Nation, One Election' will 
hold a meeting on April 22 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

In the first session, there 
will be an interaction with 
Justice Hemant Gupta, for-
mer judge of the Supreme 
Court. This will be followed 
by a session with Justice SN 
Jha, former Chief Justice 
of the Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court. The next session 
will include Dr Justice BS 
Chauhan, former Supreme 
Court judge and Chairman of 
the 21st Law Commission of 
India. The final session will 
be with Dr. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, Rajya Sabha Mem-
ber and Senior Advocate.

Earlier, speaking about 
the upcoming launch of the 
website for the JPC on 'One 
Nation, One Election', the 
Chairman of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee (JPC), 

PP Chaudhary, told ANI: 
"The committee took deci-
sions on two major things 
-- the advertisement will be 
printed in all languages so 
that all stakeholders can give 
their opinions... Secondly, 
the website will facilitate in-
puts from all stakeholders... 
This is being examined by 
the Secretary General... The 
development of technology 
is taking time to ensure the 
website doesn't crash... The 
website will be launched 
soon with a QR code facility. 
Suggestions will be collected, 
and Parliamentarians will re-
view them..."

Talking about the JPC's 
state tour, he said, "The com-
mittee believes that it should 
visit all states and hear their 
opinions, which is why the 
tour is being organised. Ma-
harashtra will be covered 
first, then Uttarakhand in 
May. Jammu and Kashmir, as 
well as Chandigarh (encom-
passing Punjab and Hary-
ana), will be covered in June, 
categorised according to dif-
ferent areas..."

Chaudhary also told ANI, 
"Elections happen every 5-6 
months somewhere in the 
country... The MPs and MLAs 
remain in election mode 
around the year... The work 
that needs to happen quickly 
in the nation doesn't happen 
that fast. 

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The Supreme Court 
of India on Monday extended 
its interim protection granted 
from arrest to YouTuber and 
Podcaster Ranveer Allahaba-
dia in the case relating to the 
controversial remarks made 
by him and others in an epi-
sode of India's Got Latent.

A bench comprising Surya 
Kant and N. Kotiswar Singh 
noted that the Maharash-
tra police have completed 
their investigation into the 
matter and will soon file the 
chargesheet.

It asked the Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta to inform 
it whether investigation re-
garding Allahabadia is com-
pleted and he is no longer 
required for the purpose of 
further investigation by the 
Assam police.

The top court has now 
posted for hearing on April 
28 his plea seeking the can-
cellation or transfer of an 
FIR registered against him in 
Mumbai in Guwahati in con-

nection with the show.
Meanwhile, the Cure SMA 

Foundation of India, an NGO, 
also moved the apex court, 
seeking to intervene in the 
India's Got Talent case and 
urging the inclusion of pro-
visions within the proposed 
regulatory framework for 
online content to protect the 
rights and interests of per-
sons with disabilities.

NGO said comedian Samay 
Raina made insensitive com-
mentaries on persons with 
such conditions, high-cost 
drugs and treatment options. 
It flagged two videos where 
he made comments on peo-
ple with disabilities.

To this, the bench stated 
that the issue is "very seri-
ous" but asked the NGO's 
counsel to file a separate 
writ petition and to place on 
record the video clips and 
implead the concerned per-
son.

Earlier, the top court had 
granted interim protection to 
him from arrest in the case.

The top court had come 
down heavily on Allahaba-
dia for his inappropriate 
comments during his guest 
appearance on the show, 
and described it as "dirty 
and perverted."

It had also asked the 
Centre if it wanted to take 
action against obscene con-
tent on YouTube and other 
social media platforms, and 
sought the assistance of the 
Attorney General and Solic-
itor General in the matter.

On February 11, the 
Chief Minister of Assam, 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, said 
the Guwahati Police have 
registered an FIR against 
YouTubers and social influ-
encers Allahabadia, Samay 
Raina, Ashish Chanchlani, 
Jaspreet Singh, Apoorva 
Makhija, and others for 
promoting obscenity and 
engaging in sexually explic-
it and vulgar discussions on 
India's Got Latent. FIRs have 
been registered against them 
in Mumbai and Guwahati.

MI News Service,  
Shimla:  A large group of 
lawyers from the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court staged 
a protest on Monday outside 
the Chhota Shimla (PS East), 
demanding immediate action 
against a police constable 
accused of assaulting a local 
lawyer.

The protesting lawyers ac-
cused the police of shielding 
their own by filing serious 
counter-allegations against 
the lawyer instead of taking 
impartial action.

"We don't come out on 
the streets unless the issue 
is grave; this is about police 
insensitivity and misuse of 
power," said Senior Advocate 
Sanjeev Bhushan of the Him-
achal Pradesh High Court.

The incident in question 
reportedly occurred about a 
week ago, when a local ad-
vocate tried to contact the 
police during a dispute. Ac-
cording to the lawyers, not 
only did the police refuse to 
respond appropriately, but 
the constable also physical-
ly assaulted the advocate. 
Shockingly, instead of regis-
tering a case against the con-
stable, the police filed a First 
Information Report (FIR) 
with serious charges against 
the lawyer himself.

The protestors gathered 
outside Chhota Shimla(PS 
East) near the HP secretar-
iat, where senior advocates 
addressed fellow lawyers 
and spoke to the media. 
Among them was Senior 

Advocate Sanjeev Bhushan, 
who voiced strong concerns 
over what he described as a 
blatant misuse of authority 
by the police.

"The advocate communi-
ty doesn't step out of their 
work unless the issue is ex-
tremely serious. Protesting 
on the streets is even more 
uncommon. But this is one 
such issue where the police 
have shown complete insen-
sitivity," Bhushan said while 
speaking to ANI.

"The police constable took 
the law into his own hands 
and assaulted a lawyer. 
Even if this had happened 
to a common man, it would 
still be unacceptable. After 
the assault, when the law-
yer tried to file a complaint, 
the police instead registered 
a counter-FIR with harsh 
charges, without even con-
ducting a proper investiga-
tion." He added further.

Bhushan also referred 
to video evidence alleged-
ly recorded by bystanders, 
which shows the constable 
beating the advocate. These 
videos have since circulated 
on social media. He alleged 
that instead of acting on the 
evidence, the police have 
attempted to downplay the 
incident by encouraging de-
rogatory comments against 
the lawyer online, raising 
suspicions that they are try-
ing to protect their colleague.

"It is evident from these 
actions that the police are 
not investigating this inci-

dent fairly," Bhushan said. 
"We are demanding that 
the counter-FIR against the 
lawyer be cancelled and an 
impartial inquiry be initiat-
ed against the constable in-
volved." He said.

The lawyers also criti-
cised the role of the Chhota 
Shimla(PS East), calling their 
conduct "irresponsible" and 
"biased."

"If such incidents continue 
unchecked, the public's trust 
in the police will erode com-
pletely. This protest is sym-
bolic -- we are here to send a 
message that the police must 
act justly. They should not 
try to protect their own when 
they are in the wrong," said 
Bhushan.

He emphasised that the 
issue should not be seen as 
a clash between lawyers and 
police, but as a matter of ac-
countability and justice.

"We're not here with any 
ego. We're here to demand 
that facts be examined and 
decisions made based on evi-
dence. If an officer is at fault, 
they should be held account-
able. We hope that today's 
dialogue will lead to a fair 
resolution," he concluded.

While no formal negotia-
tions had taken place by the 
time of the protest, senior 
police officials had arrived at 
the scene, indicating a possi-
ble willingness to engage in 
dialogue. The lawyers said 
they were open to talks and 
hoped the matter would be 
resolved constructively.

MI News Service,  
Chandigarh:   In a major re-
shuffle, Punjab government 
on Monday transferred three 
Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) officers and nine 
Punjab Civil Services (PCS) 
officers, as per an official or-
der issued.
"Authorities concerned will 
make internal arrangements 
for the disposal of the work 
of the posts falling vacant as 
a result of this order. Officers 
concerned are directed to 
join their new place of post-
ing immediately," the order 

from the state government 
stated.
Earlier this month, the Pun-
jab Government issued trans-
fer orders of 65 Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police (DSP) 
officers in the state.
"The officers may be relieved 
immediately with the direc-
tions to report at their new 
places of postings by April 7, 
and their charge assuming/
relinquishing reports be sent 
to the office immediately," 
the order stated.
Another order by the Punjab 
government announced the 

transfer of 97 senior police 
officers, including 11 Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officers.
"The officers concerned are 
directed to join their new 
place of posting immediate-
ly," the order from the state 
government stated.
Meanwhile, the Punjab Po-
lice recovered Rs 46.91 lakh 
in drug money and arrested 
five people, including a po-
lice constable posted in Lud-
hiana. This action is part of 
a large campaign launched 
by the Punjab Police to fight 
drug trafficking.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  As a part of so-
cial responsibility initiative, 
Eastern Railway’s Liluah 
Workshop has conducted a 
massive old and spare cloth 
donation campaign for the 
needy people. This initiative 
started as a part of obser-
vance of Ambedkar Jayanti. 
Eastern Railway Women's 
Welfare Organisation (ERW-
WO), Liluah in association 
with Carriage and Wagon 
Workshop, Liluah under the 
auspices of an NGO named 
Bandhab Sealdah, a regis-
tered charitable organiza-
tion run by the Diesel Loco 
Pilots of Sealdah Division of 
Eastern Railway, has mate-
rialized this cloth donation 
drive for the benefit of needy 
people.

The event of flagging off 
of the vehicle carrying the 
garments for distribution 
among the people in distress 
was graced by Chief Work-
shop Manager /Liluah and 
President & other members 
of ERWWO Liluah unit.

This campaign for col-
lecting unused clothes con-

ducted through the month of 
March, with a corresponding 
collection of 7387 units of 
old/unused garments from 
382 generous donors, sym-
bolizing the compassion and 
social commitment of the 
railway fraternity.

The donated clothes were 
ceremoniously handed over 
to Bandhab Sealdah, a gov-
ernment-registered char-
itable organisation run by 
Diesel Loco Pilots of Sealdah 
Division, Eastern Railway, 
known for its impactful work 
in education and healthcare 
in remote villages.

The garments collect-
ed—7387 units from 382 
generous donors—will be 
distributed across three lo-
cations:

• Harichand Gururuchand 
Vidyamandir, Sarisadanga 
village, Block Eruli, District 
Nadia – for tribal children and 
underprivileged residents.

• Sibguange Girls’ Hostel, 
Basanti, South 24 Parganas 
– supporting about 56 needy 
girl inmates.

• Rangabelia village, Go-
saba block – for underpriv-

ileged families and prawn 
seedling catchers in that 
remote region of the Sund-
arbans.

This initiative serves as 
a reaffirmation of Eastern 
Railway’s commitment to so-
cial responsibility and com-
munity service, reflecting the 
values of compassion, empa-
thy, and support for those in 
need. The Railway commu-
nity, through this drive, has 
once again demonstrated its 
unwavering dedication to 
giving back to society, rein-
forcing the shared responsi-
bility that we all bear in fos-
tering a more inclusive and 
caring world.

Bharat Scouts & Guides 
volunteers, who assisted 
in collection, sorting, and 
packaging of clothes, were 
recognized for their spirited 
contribution. These young 
changemakers were felicitat-
ed by the President, ERWWO 
Liluah Unit, and the Chief 
Workshop Manager, Liluah, 
with certificates of appreci-
ation and gift mementoes in 
acknowledgment of their vol-
untary social service.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The Supreme Court 
on Monday told an advo-
cate that he does not need 
its permission to file a con-
tempt petition against BJP 
MP Nishikant Dubey for 
his recent controversial re-
marks against the Supreme 
Court and Chief Justice of 
India Sanjiv Khanna.

A bench of Justices BR 
Gavai and Augustine George 
Masih said the petitioner 
needs to get a sanction from 
the Attorney General in the 
matter.

The petitioner's counsel, 
referring to a recent news 
report about Dubey's com-
ments, said he wanted to file 
a contempt petition with the 
court's permission.

"You file it. For filing, you 
don't require our permis-

sion," Justice Gavai said.
Some lawyers have also 

written letters to Attorney 
General R Venkataramani, 
demanding the initiation 
of contempt proceedings 
against Dubey for his re-
marks.

Dubey has reportedly said 
that "Supreme Court is tak-
ing the country towards an-
archy" and that "Chief Jus-
tice of India Sanijv Khanna 
is responsible for the civil 
wars taking place in the 
country".

Letters were written by 
advocates Anas Tanwir, Shiv 
Kumar Tripathi and others 
seeking contempt of court 
proceedings against Dubey 
saying his "grossly scan-
dalous remarks aimed at 
lowering the dignity" of the 
apex court.

Advocate Subhash Th-
eekkadan sought to initiate 
criminal contempt proceed-
ings against the Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar, in 
light of public statements 
made by him, which he said 
amount to a "direct attack 
on the authority and digni-

ty" of the Supreme Court.
As per the Contempt of 

Courts Act, 1971, a private 
individual can file a con-
tempt of court petition in the 
Supreme Court only after 
obtaining the consent of the 
Attorney General or the So-
licitor General.

The BJP MP had claimed 
the Supreme Court was tak-
ing the country towards an-
archy.

On April 19, he said Par-
liament and Assemblies 
should be shut if the top 
court is dictating laws and 
that Chief Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna is "responsible for 
civil wars" in the country.

Last week, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar ques-
tioned the judiciary for set-
ting a timeline for the Pres-
ident to decide whether or 
not to assent to state Bills 
referred to the President by 
a Governor.

Dhankar further accused 
the Supreme Court of acting 
as a "super Parliament" and 
said it cannot fire a "nuclear 
missile" at democratic forc-
es.

MI News Service,  
Patna:  Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has described the 
Vande Bharat, Amrit Bharat, 
and Namo Bharat Rapid Rail 
as the modern trinity of Indi-
an Railways. Two new trains 
from this trinity are set to 
operate from Bihar. While 
several Vande Bharat Ex-
press trains already run in 
the state, one Amrit Bharat 
Express currently operates 
between Darbhanga and 
Anand Vihar Terminal via 
Ayodhya. Recently, several 
new railway projects have 
been approved for Bihar. 
With sufficient funding, 
construction work on older 
projects has also picked up 
speed, enabling faster com-
pletion. PM Modi is set to in-
augurate three such railway 
projects in Bihar. The launch 
of new trains and newly built 
railway lines is expected to 
significantly enhance the 
state’s rail infrastructure.

The new railway lines 
include Supaul–Pip-
ra, Khagaria–Alauli, and 
Hasanpur–Bithan. Two new 
passenger train services will 
also start on these routes. 
However, the most excite-
ment among Biharis sur-
rounds the launch of the 
Namo Bharat Rapid Rail and 
the Amrit Bharat Express 
connecting Saharsa to Lok-

manya Tilak Terminus.
Namo Bharat Rapid Rail: 

A New Chapter in Intercity 
Travel

The Namo Bharat Rapid 
Rail, along with the Vande 
Bharat Express, has become 
a symbol of India's modern 
rail identity. Designed to 
provide world-class services 
between short-distance cit-
ies, this rapid rail service 
has revolutionized inter-
city travel. The first Namo 
Bharat Rapid Rail operated 
between Ahmedabad and 
Bhuj in Gujarat. Now, the 
second service has been an-
nounced between Jaynagar 
and Patna. Unlike the first 
train which had 12 air-con-
ditioned coaches, the Jay-
nagar–Patna train will have 
16 coaches, accommodating 
over 2,000 passengers at 
once.

Built under the "Make in 
India" initiative, this train 
features advanced safety 
and passenger amenities. It 
is equipped with the Kavach 
safety system, CCTV cam-
eras, fire detection systems, 
and emergency talkback 
units in every coach. Both 
ends of the train have loco 
pilot cabins, eliminating the 
need for engine reversal. 
The ergonomically designed 
seats offer international-lev-
el comfort, and each coach 

includes Type-A and Type-C 
charging sockets. Toilets are 
modern vacuum-based, with 
dedicated facilities for differ-
ently-abled passengers. Oth-
er features include automatic 
doors, dust-proof gangways, 
semi-permanent couplers, 
and digital route map indica-
tors in each coach, similar to 
metro trains.

Amrit Bharat Express: 
Connecting Saharsa to Lok-
manya Tilak Terminus

The Amrit Bharat Express 
connecting Saharsa to Lok-
manya Tilak Terminus will 
be the third such train in 
the country, following ser-
vices between Darbhanga–
Anand Vihar Terminal and 
Malda Town–Sir M. Visves-
varaya Terminal, Bengalu-
ru. Designed for speeds up 
to 130 km/h, this modern 
train has been built at the 
Integral Coach Factory in 
Perambur, Chennai, under 
the "Make in India" initia-
tive.

The train uses push-pull 
technology, enabling bi-di-
rectional movement. While 
it is a non-AC express, it 

offers Vande Bharat-style 
features. All coaches are 
sleeper and non-AC unre-
served. Comfort-enhancing 
features include foldable 
snack tables, mobile hold-
ers, bottle holders, air-
plane-style illuminated floor 
strips, and spring suspen-
sion systems. Toilets feature 
an electro-pneumatic flush-
ing system for cleanliness 
and water conservation, 
with soap dispensers and 
aerosol-based fire suppres-
sion systems. Emergency 
talkback systems connect 
passengers to the train man-
ager, and all coaches are 
equipped with fire detection 
systems—the first time such 
a feature is being offered 
in non-AC coaches in India. 

Safety is further enhanced 
by an onboard condition 
monitoring system that pro-
vides real-time monitoring of 
wheels and bearings.

Additionally, new pas-
senger services will begin 
between Pipra and Sahar-
sa—connecting the newly 
built Supaul–Pipra line—and 
between Samastipur and Sa-
harsa via Bithan and Alau-
li. These new services will 
greatly benefit residents of 
North Bihar, especially those 
in the Mithila region.

India's Got Latent Row: Supreme Court extends 
interim protection of Ranveer Allahabadia

HC lawyers protest, demand action against  
policeman for assaulting advocate

Carriage & Wagon Workshop, Liluah conducted 
old/unused cloth donation drive for the needy 

people with the assistance of ERWWO

Don't need our permission to file contempt against 
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey, says SC to lawyer

Bihar to get Amrit Bharat Express and Namo Bharat rapid rail services

JPC meeting on 'One Nation, One Election' to be held today

Punjab govt transfers three IAS, 9 PCS officers
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Washington DC : Our sense of
direction is essential for navigat-
ing the world around us. It serves
as the brain's internal compass,
guiding us in the right direction
and, more significantly, prompting
us to reverse course when we're
going the wrong way.

Yet despite a large body of
research on how navigation works
in the brain, scientists still lack a
clear understanding of how this
internal compass directly guides
behavior. Now, a study conducted
in fruit flies and led by
researchers at Harvard Medical
School offers new insights into
how two distinct brain regions --
the seat of the compass and the
steering center -- communicate
during navigation.

The findings are published in
Nature.

In the study, researchers
examined the brains of fruit flies
knocked off course while running
in a particular direction. They dis-
covered that three distinct groups
of neurons enable communication
between the compass and the
steering regions of the brain and
work together to help the fly
course-correct. In doing so, the
neurons translate signals from a
fly's internal compass into behav-
ior to keep it moving in the right
direction.

"Until now, no one really knew
how sense of direction, which is
an internal cognitive state, relates
to the actions an animal is making
in the world," said senior author
Rachel Wilson, the Joseph B.
Martin Professor of Basic

Research in the Field of
Neurobiology in the Blavatnik
Institute at HMS.

Despite their small size, fruit
flies have complicated brains and
behaviors -- and thus the findings
could provide a foundation for
future studies on how signals in
the brain become actions in more
complex species, including
humans.

Staying on course
Humans and other complex

animals have an internal compass
made of brain cells that use inter-
nal and external information to
generate a sense of direction. In
fruit flies, scientists have figured
out that these cells -- called head-
direction cells -- are arranged in a
circle, making them especially
easy to study. Contrary to what
their name implies, fruit flies
spend more time walking than fly-
ing. Previous research has shown
that as flies walk around, these
head-direction cells actively track
their rotational movements, such
as turning right or left. In the new
study, Wilson and colleagues
wanted to explore how this com-
pass is functionally connected to
the steering region of the brain to
understand how it guides naviga-
tion. To do this, they used an exist-
ing wiring diagram of every neu-
ral connection in the fruit fly brain
to build a computational model of
how these regions might be
linked. With this model, they were
able to identify and make predic-
tions about the layer of neurons
that connect the two regions. To
validate their predictions, the

researchers analyzed the activity
in the layer of neurons identified

by the model as the flies walked
around in a virtual reality envi-

ronment. Often, flies ran straight
in a random direction, likely in an

effort to escape their environ-
ment. When their virtual world
was rotated to move them off
course, the flies swiftly course-
corrected. Interestingly, these
course corrections were carried
out by three separate groups of
neurons: Two sets of neurons
nudged the fly to go right or left,
and one issued a signal to turn
around completely.

"You can think of these three
groups of neurons as three sen-
tries guarding a castle," Wilson
said, "with each responsible for
surveilling in a different direction
and prompting the correction
needed to keep the fly moving
towards its goal." The findings
explain how fruit flies use their
sense of direction to estimate
where they are in relation to a
goal and how they use this esti-
mate to adjust their behavior.

"This is a really concrete
description of how a complicated
cognitive process works and how
it produces specific, guided behav-
iors in real time," Wilson said. The
findings complement a second
study, also published in Nature on
Feb. 7 and led by a separate team
of researchers at The Rockefeller
University, that describes parts of
the same neuronal circuit in fruit
flies. Taken together, the two stud-
ies provide an even more com-
plete understanding of how sense
of direction translates into behav-
ior in the animals.

A strong starting point
Wilson said that her team's

observations have implications
beyond identifying the connec-

tions between the brain's compass
and steering regions. The findings
provide important clues about the
format and location of navigation-
al goals in the brain -- and may
pave the way for understanding
how other types of goals are
stored.

"I think we've touched on one
of the most mysterious aspects of
brain function, which is how we
hold information and intentions in
our mind in a latent form and then
act on them," Wilson said, adding
that even insects have this ability.
"In the future, we're going to
investigate how this works."

Wilson is also interested in
learning more about the three
groups of neurons the study iden-
tified -- and whether analogous
groups of neurons dedicated to
fine and coarse adjustments exist
in other brain networks.

"We have a hunch that this is
actually a major principle of brain
function and might explain a lot of
seemingly redundant pathways in
the brain," Wilson explained.
Wilson added that because fruit
flies have complex brains and
behaviors, they are a good start-
ing point for studying aspects of
cognition that exist in higher-
order species such as mice or
humans.

"By understanding a system in
one small brain, I think we've
made important progress toward
forming clear hypotheses about
how it may work in more compli-
cated brains," she said. "At this
point, I don't see an obvious end to
the similarities between species."

LA JOLLA (CALIFORNIA) [US] : Lung ade-
nocarcinoma is the most common type of
lung cancer, accounting for the majority of
cancer-related fatalities in the US. There
are various causes of lung adenocarcinoma,
one of which is a mutation in a protein
known as EGFR. Non-mutant EGFR stimu-
lates cell proliferation in response to injury,
but mutated EGFR promotes out-of-control
growth, which can lead to cancer. Modern
immunotherapies are ineffective against
EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinoma, and
while certain medications exist to treat the
malignancy, patients usually acquire resist-
ance to them within a few years. This gap in
the therapy toolkit prompted Salk Institute
researchers to look for weak points in the
cancer's development process. The
researchers discovered that EGFR-driven
lung adenocarcinoma hijacks a specialized
population of lung-resident immune cells
known as macrophages, which are respon-
sible for disposing of diseased and damaged
cells as well as maintaining a delicate bal-
ance of protective lipids (fats) around lung
alveoli, which are required for breathing.
Lung cancer cells recruit macrophages into
the tumor microenvironment and modify
their lipid metabolism, transforming them
into cancer fuel sources. The newly pow-
ered tumor cells subsequently stimulate
further macrophage growth to provide
additional fuel--a novel self-perpetuating
cancer strategy.

The findings, published in Cancer
Discovery on January 25, 2024, provide
new inspiration for lung adenocarcinoma
interventions that disrupt this tumor cell-
macrophage relationship. The researchers
suggest that treatments using EGFR
inhibitors may be more successful when
paired with statins, a class of drugs com-
monly used to lower cholesterol levels.

"We have discovered a novel way that
lung cancer cells manipulate their local
environment and other cell types surround-
ing them to promote their own growth. In
this case, the tumor cells exploit lung-resi-
dent macrophages--remodeling them to
provide nutrients, like cholesterol, to the
cancer cells and stimulate tumor growth,"
says senior and co-corresponding author

Susan Kaech, professor, director of the
NOMIS Center for Immunobiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis, and holder of the
NOMIS Chair at Salk. "One exciting impli-
cation of this work is that lung cancer
treatments may be improved by simply
adding statins, an already widely used
class of drugs, to the patient's treatment
plan." Lungs rely on tiny bulbs called alve-
oli, which expand and deflate with our
breath, to facilitate the exchange of oxygen
and carbon dioxide between the air and
our blood. Alveoli are crucial to human
survival, and their health is dependent on a
lipid-rich environment created by alveolar

cells and sustained by macrophages.
Lipids, such as cholesterol, are fatty com-
pounds that support bodily function by
helping cells move, store energy, and
absorb vitamins. This unique ability of
lung-resident macrophages to maintain
lipid balance becomes more complicated
when tumor cells begin to exploit those
lipids to help themselves grow. A better
understanding of the mechanisms
macrophages use to regulate their metabo-
lism and lipid production can provide
insight into how tumor cells selfishly
manipulate those mechanisms to help
themselves. "The tumor cells excrete even

more of a growth factor called GM-CSF
(granulocyte macrophage colony-stimulat-
ing factor), which then causes the
macrophages to grow alongside them and
change their metabolism, resulting in
excess lipids that the tumor cells use to
strengthen themselves," says first author
Alexandra Kuhlmann-Hogan, former post-
doctoral researcher in Kaech's lab and cur-
rent postdoctoral researcher at UC Los
Angeles. "The cancer was effectively
hijacking this normal macrophage process
of maintaining the lungs with healthy lipids
in order to fuel itself."

"Not only were the tumor cells metabol-
ically reprogramming the macrophages--
they were also instigating a feedback loop
that encouraged an optimal metabolic state
in the tumor cells themselves," said co-cor-
responding author KaterinaPoliti, scientific
director of the Center for Thoracic Cancers
at Yale Cancer Center and professor of
pathology at Yale School of Medicine. When
the EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinoma
cells secreted GM-CSF, it stimulated a gene
in the macrophages called PPARg (peroxi-
some proliferator-activated receptor
gamma), which jump-started their meta-
bolic reprogramming and subsequent
secretion of lipids. In addition to using
these macrophage-curated lipids to grow,
the tumor cells also use the lipids to power
the continued activation of the EGFR-drive
that helps the cancer grow. Kaech predicts
that disrupting this loop could be a novel
intervention for slowing down EGFR-driven
cancer growth. Exactly how the delivery of
lipids like cholesterol to tumor cells powers
the EGFR oncogenic pathway, the
researchers aren't yet sure.

"Our results reveal new therapeutic
possibilities for immunotherapy-resistant
EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinomas," said
co-corresponding author Christian Metallo,
professor and holder of the Daniel and
Martina Lewis Chair at Salk. "We have
identified a key metabolic relationship
between macrophages and alveoli that is
exploited by tumor cells to support the can-
cer's metabolic demands--now we just have
to disrupt that exploitation." 

Study shows how brain's internal compass guides the body

"I think we've touched on one of the most mysterious aspects of brain function, which is
how we hold information and intentions in our mind in a latent form and then act on
them," Wilson said, adding that even insects have this ability. "In the future, we're going
to investigate how this works."

Wilson is also interested in learning more about the three groups of neurons the study
identified -- and whether analogous groups of neurons dedicated to fine and coarse
adjustments exist in other brain networks.

"We have a hunch that this is actually a major principle of brain function and might
explain a lot of seemingly redundant pathways in the brain," Wilson explained. Wilson
added that because fruit flies have complex brains and behaviors, they are a good start-
ing point for studying aspects of cognition that exist in higher-order species such as mice
or humans.

Study finds how lung cancer captures
immune cell metabolism for its own growth

CHICAGO [US] : A study con-
ducted by chemists at the
University of Chicago discov-
ered a technique to use elec-
tricity to enhance a sort of
chemical reaction commonly
used in the synthesis of novel
pharmaceutical medication
candidates.

The finding, which was
published in Nature Catalysis,
represents an advancement in
the field of electrochemistry
and indicates a road ahead to
creating and directing reac-
tions--and making them more
sustainable.

"What we want to do is
understand what's happening
at the fundamental level at the
electrode interface, and use
that to predict and design
more efficient chemical reac-
tions," said Anna Wuttig,
UChicagoNeubauer Family
Assistant Professor and the
senior author on the paper.

"This is a step towards that
eventual goal."

In certain chemical reac-
tions, electricity can boost the
output--and because you can
get the needed electricity from
renewable sources, it could be
part of making the worldwide
chemical industry greener. But
electrochemistry, as the field is
known, is especially complex.
There is much scientists don't
know about molecular interac-
tions, especially because you
have to insert a conductive
solid (an electrode) into the
mix to provide electricity,
which means the molecules
interact with that electrode as
well as with each other. To a
scientist trying to untangle the
roles each molecule is playing
and in what order, this makes
an already complicated process
even more complicated.

"What if you think about it
as electrochemistry providing
us with a unique design lever
that's not possible in any other
system?" she said.

In this case, she and her
team focused on the surface of
the electrode that provides the
electricity to the reaction.

"There were hints that the

surface itself is catalytic, that it
plays a role," Wuttig said, "but
we don't know how to system-
atically control those interac-
tions at the molecular level."

They tinkered with a type of
reaction that is commonly used
in manufacturing chemicals for
medicine, to form a bond
between two carbon atoms.

According to theoretical
predictions, when this reaction
is performed using electricity,
the yield from the reaction
should be 100 per cent, that is,
all the molecules that went in
are made into a single new
substance. But when you run
the reaction in the lab, the
yield is lower.

The team thought the pres-
ence of the electrode was
tempting some of the mole-
cules away from where they
were needed during the reac-
tion. They found that adding a
key ingredient could help, a
chemical known as a Lewis
acid added to the liquid solu-
tion redirected those mole-
cules.

"You get a near-clean reac-
tion," Wuttig said.

Moreover, the team was
able to use special imaging
techniques to watch the reac-
tions unfold at the molecular
level. "You can see that the
presence of the modulator has
a profound effect on the inter-
facial structure," she said.

"This allows us to visualize
and understand what's hap-
pening, rather than regard it
as a black box."

This is a crucial step,
Wuttig said, because it shows a
path forward towards being
able to not only use the elec-
trode in chemistry but also to
predict and control its effects.
Another benefit is that the
electrode can be re-used for
more reactions.

"This is a step towards sus-
tainable synthesis," she said.

"Moving forward, my group
is very excited to use these
types of concepts and strate-
gies to map out and address
other synthetic challenges." 

Scientists find new
method of boosting
chemical reactions
using electricity

Kolkata : *Dr. Abhik Banerjee,
As World Immunization Week
approaches from March 24th to
30th, the expert highlights the
benefits of vaccinations, especial-
ly for senior citizens. Among the
various vaccines, those against
influenza (flu) and pneumonia
are important for older adults,
given their increased risk of
these infections and the chances
of suffering from severe compli-
cations.

Influenza is a contagious res-
piratory illness caused by
influenza viruses that infect the
nose, throat, and sometimes the
lungs. It spreads through

droplets when an infected person
coughs, sneezes, or talks.
Common symptoms include fever,
cough, sore throat, runny or
stuffy nose, muscle or body
aches, headaches, and fatigue.
Diagnosis of influenza consists of
physical examination, molecular
tests like RT-PCR, Multiplex PCR,
viral culture, and even tests like
rapid influenza diagnostic tests
(RIDTs) can be recommended to
the patient. Annual flu vaccina-
tion is recommended for every-
one, including children, to pre-
vent influenza in the presence of
other comorbid conditions like
hypertension, diabetes, or can-
cer. Pneumonia is an infection
that inflames the air sacs in one

or both lungs, which may fill with
fluid or pus, causing a cough with
phlegm, fever, chills, and difficul-
ty breathing. It can be caused by
bacteria, viruses, or fungi. Older
adults may experience symptoms
such as lower body temperature
and confusion.  Diagnosis
involves medical history review,
physical examination, and tests
like chest X-rays and blood tests.
Vaccination is a key preventive
measure, with pneumococcal
vaccines recommended for adults
65 years and older to protect
against the most common bacter-
ial cause of pneumonia.
Treatment for pneumonia
depends on its cause. So, bacter-
ial pneumonia requires antibi-

otics, while viral pneumonia may
be managed with antiviral med-
ications and supportive care.
Preventive measures include reg-
ular hand washing, avoiding
smoking, maintaining a healthy
lifestyle, and staying up-to-date
with vaccinations. For seniors,
receiving both flu and pneumo-
coccal vaccines is crucial in
reducing the risk of severe ill-
ness. The last word:  Vaccination
for preventing influenza and
pneumonia is essential to protect
senior citizens from serious
health complications. As immuni-
ty weakens with age, these vac-
cines help to reduce hospitaliza-
tions and even the risk of severe
illness, supporting healthier,

more independent living. A sim-
ple vaccine can make a big differ-
ence in ensuring safety and
peace of mind for older adults.
Senior citizens should take
charge of their health and follow
the proper vaccination schedule.
Avoid neglecting your health and
stay up-to-date when it comes to
the vaccines.  World
Immunization Week is a
reminder of the crucial role vac-
cinations play in protecting senior
citizens from life-threatening ill-
nesses like influenza and pneu-
monia. By prioritizing immuniza-
tion, older adults can reduce their
risk of severe complications, hos-
pitalizations, and mortality asso-
ciated with these infections.

World Immunization Week - 24 to 30 April

Shielding The Elders : Importance of
Immunization Against Flu and Pneumonia

Dr. Abhik Banerjee, Zonal Technical

Chief, Apollo Diagnostic, Kolkata

"Our results reveal new therapeutic possibilities for immunother-
apy-resistant EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinomas," said co-corre-

sponding author Christian Metallo, professor and holder of the
Daniel and Martina Lewis Chair at Salk. "We have identified a key

metabolic relationship between macrophages and alveoli that is
exploited by tumor cells to support the cancer's metabolic demands-

-now we just have to disrupt that exploitation."
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MI News Sevice,Beirut:  A 
Lebanese army officer and 
two soldiers were killed in 
an ammunition explosion in 
southern Lebanon, accord-
ing to a statement issued 
by the army’s Directorate of 
Guidance.

According to the state-
ment, several civilians were 
also injured in the explosion 
that took place on Sunday 
“when the ammunition was 
being transported by a mil-
itary vehicle in the Braiqaa 
area, Nabatieh Governor-
ate.”

“Specialized army units 
are conducting the neces-
sary investigations to uncov-
er the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident,” the 
statement added.

A Lebanese security 
source told Xinhua on condi-
tion of anonymity that since 
the start of the cross-border 
conflict between Hezbollah 
in Lebanon and Israel on 
October 8, 2023, the number 
of Lebanese army personnel 
killed has reached 49.

Meanwhile, two Hezbollah 
operatives were killed earli-
er on Sunday in two separate 
Israeli airstrikes in southern 
Lebanon, according to the 
same security source.

Israel’s military, for its 
part, announced that it 
launched new airstrikes 
in southern Lebanon on 
Sunday night, targeting 
Hezbollah military sites 
in Nabatieh, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“A short while ago, the 
IDF (Israel Defense Forces) 
struck several launchers 
and a military infrastruc-
ture site from which Hezbol-
lah operated,” the military 
said in a statement.

Earlier in the day, the 
military struck the area of 
Houla in southern Leba-
non and killed a militant 
who, according to the state-
ment, served as Hezbollah’s 
head of engineering in the 
Odaisseh area.

Despite a ceasefire agree-
ment that went into effect 
in November 2024, Israeli 
forces have continued to 
carry out occasional strikes 
inside Lebanon, claim-
ing they target Hezbollah 
“threats.”

MI News Sevice,Jerusalem:  Israel's military 
said on Monday that it carried out more 
than 200 airstrikes across the Gaza Strip 
over the past three days, killing a member 
of the Islamic Jihad movement.

The military said the strikes targeted mil-
itant infrastructure, militant cells, rocket 
launch and sniper positions, weapons de-
pots and command centers.

It identified the killed fighter as Ahmad 
Mansour, who it said participated in the 
Hamas-led surprise attack on Israel on 
Oct. 7, 2023, and later directed rocket fire 
during the ongoing war.

In Rafah's Shabura and Tel al-Sultan 
neighborhoods, Israeli troops dismantled 
"terrorist infrastructure" and uncovered a 
cache of grenades, ammunition and other 
military gear.

Along the recently constructed Morag 
Corridor, which bisects Rafah from Khan 
Younis and the rest of Gaza, troops located 
weapons, destroyed Hamas infrastructure 
and killed several militants, the military 

said.
In northern Gaza, soldiers launched an 

airstrike on a building containing what was 
described as underground infrastructure 
and detected multiple militants. The army 
also reported dismantling Hamas sniper 
posts that had threatened its ground forces.

At least eight people were killed in Israeli 
strikes on Monday and dozens wounded, the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA reported.

MI News Sevice,Gaza:  The 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) said that 69 per 
cent of the Gaza Strip is un-
der active Israeli displace-
ment orders.

The Israeli army issued at 
least 20 displacement orders 
between March 18 and April 
14, UNRWA said in a press 
statement on Sunday, adding 
that the agency “currently 
operates 115 shelters across 
Gaza, housing more than 
90,000 displaced people.”

Some 420,000 people 
have been displaced again 
since the ceasefire collapsed 
on March 18, it said, warn-
ing that the already dire 
humanitarian situation in 
Gaza is worsening due to Is-
raeli shelling and the seven-

week-long aid blockade.
UNRWA stressed the need 

for an early ceasefire, the 
release of all hostages, and 
the unfettered flow of hu-
manitarian aid and com-
mercial supplies into Gaza, 
Xinhua news agency report-
ed.

Israel has blocked the en-
try of all humanitarian aid 
into Gaza since March 2. 
It then ended a two-month 
ceasefire with Hamas on 
March 18 and resumed 
deadly air and ground as-
saults on the enclave.

Meanwhile, at least 29 
Palestinians were killed in 
Israeli attacks on Gaza on 
Sunday, according to the 
Civil Defence in Gaza.

In central Gaza, 10 people 
were killed and some oth-
ers wounded by an Israeli 

airstrike on a residential 
house in the Nuseirat refu-
gee camp, Mahmoud Basal, 
spokesperson for the Civil 
Defence, told Xinhua.

In southern Gaza, a Pal-
estinian woman was killed 
and four others wounded in 
an Israeli drone attack on a 
tent housing displaced peo-
ple in the Al-Mawasi area in 
Khan Younis city, and four 
others were killed in anoth-
er two separate Israeli at-
tacks on the city, Basal said.

The renewed Israeli at-
tacks have so far killed 
1,827 Palestinians and in-
jured 4,828 others, Gaza 
health authorities said 
Sunday, adding the death 
toll in the enclave since the 
war began in October 2023 
has risen to 51,201, with 
116,869 injured.

MI News Sevice, New Delhi:   
The Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(MeitY), along with the Sur-
vey of India (SoI), has direct-
ed US tech giant Google to 
remove the Chinese chat app 
‘Ablo’ from its Play Store, as 
the app is not correct in its 
depiction of India’s territori-
al borders.

The government’s notice 
states that the China-based 
video chat platform, which 
has over 10,000 downloads 
on Google Play, misrepre-
sented the Union Territories 
of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, and entirely omitted 
Lakshadweep Island from 
its map. The directive also 
refers to the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, 1990, 
which makes such misrep-
resentations a punishable 
offense with imprisonment 
of up to six months, fines, or 
both.

“It is evident that the sub-

ject map in the ‘Ablo’ app 
available at Google Play 
Store depicts Indian map 
with erroneous external 
boundary of India which 
jeopardises the sovereignty 
and integrity of India,” the 
notice states.

MeitY has cited Section 
79(3)(b) of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000, which 
mandates intermediaries 
to “expeditiously remove or 
disable access” to content 
that violates Indian laws, in 
its notice to Google.

MEITY’s notice states 
that the issue of incorrect 
maps on digital platforms, 
was flagged during a meet-
ing with SoI. The ministry 
has asked SoI to pursue 
legal action against such 
apps under relevant laws.

The IT Ministry also cit-
ed the Supreme Court’s 
2015 Shreya Singhal v. 
Union of India judgment, 
which obligates interme-

diaries to act on valid gov-
ernment order.

Google appears to have 
complied with the order, as 
Google Play Store landing 
page of the app now shows 
the message: “We’re sorry, 
the requested URL was not 
found on this server”. The 
app is also now unavail-
able on Apple’s App Store 
for the Indian users.

Earlier in 2023, MeitY 
and SoI flagged apps on the 
Play Store such as World 
Map Quiz and MA 2 – Pres-
ident Simulator for depict-
ing India’s borders incor-
rectly. Similarly, in 2021, 
Twitter (now X) was pulled 
up by the Indian govern-
ment over non-compliance 
with the IT Rules 2021.

The then Twitter India 
chief Manish Maheshwari 
was booked by the Uttar 
Pradesh police on charges 
for incorrect representa-
tion of the map of India.

MI News Sevice, Beijing:    
Amid the ongoing trade 
war, China on Monday has 
warned that it firmly oppos-
es any trade deals with the 
United States at the expense 
of Beijing's intests, state me-
dia reported, adding that it 
will slap countermeasures 
in "resolute and reciprocal 
manner" against coutries 
which strive to "appease" 
Washington.

Under the guise of so-
called "reciprocity," the 
United States has been re-
cently arbitrarily impos-
ing tariffs on all its trading 
partners while pressuring 
them to engage in so-called 
"reciprocal tariff" negotia-
tions, an official spokesper-
son for China's Ministry of 
Commerce said, according 
to Xinhua news agency.

The spokesperson was re-
sponding to reports that the 
United States is preparing 
to pressure other countries 
to restrict trade ties with 
China in exchange for tariff 
exemptions.

"This is essentially using 
the banner of 'reciprocity' 
as a pretext to pursue he-
gemonic politics and unilat-
eral bullying in the field of 
international economy and 
trade," the spokesperson 
said as per the Chinese me-
dia outlet.

While the Donald Trump 
administration has imposed 
10 per cent tariff on various 
countries, it has put duties of 
upto 145 per cent on many 
products from China. Beijing 
has retaliated by slapping 
duties of 125 per cent on US 
goods.

The Chinese spokesperson 
said that pursuing short-
term, self-serving interests 
by harming others' interests 
in exchange for so-called 
"exemptions" is akin to 
making a pact with the tiger 
for its skin - it will ultimate-
ly leave all parties emp-
ty-handed, harming others 
without benefiting oneself, 
the spokesperson said as cit-
ed in the Global Times.

China warned against in-
ternational trade returning 
to the "law of the jungle" 
and said that it is willing to 
strengthen solidarity and 
coordination with all par-
ties, join hands to deal with 
them, jointly resist unilat-
eral bullying, safeguard its 
legitimate rights and inter-
ests, and defend internation-
al justice. 

MI News Sevice, New Delhi:    
ASupreme Court bench’s ob-
servation on the use of Urdu, 
has once again opened a 
pandora’s box, on the treat-
ment meted out to Urdu – a 
language of connoisseurs, but 
which has been appended to 
the Muslim community. As in 
the past, this time too, nothing 
worthwhile would come out of 
this development, as Urdu has 
been relegated to its current 
status by the Urdu lovers only.

A Supreme Court bench of 
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia and 
Justice K Vino ception that 
Urdu is alien to India. This 
opinion, we are afraid, is in-
correct as Urdu, like Marathi 
and Hindi, is an Indo-Aryan 
language. It is a language 
which was born in this land. 

Urdu developed and flour-
ished in India due to the need 
for people belonging to dif-
ferent cultural milieus who 
wanted to exchange ideas 
and communicate amongst 
themselves. Over the centu-
ries, it attained ever greater 
refinement and became the 
language of choice for many 
acclaimed poets.”

The court said that the fu-
sion of Hindi and Urdu met a 
roadblock in the form of the 
puritans on both sides and 
Hindi became more Sanskri-
tised and Urdu more Persian-
ised. “A schism was exploited 
by the colonial powers in di-
viding the two languages on 
religion. Hindi was now un-
derstood to be the language of 
Hindus and Urdu of the Mus-

lims, which is such a pitiable 
digression from reality; from 
unity in diversity; and the 
concept of universal brother-
hood.”

The Court pointed out that 
the Constitution mentions 22 
Indian languages in its 8th 
Schedule, which includes 
both Marathi and Urdu, and 
significantly, ‘English’ is not 
a language mentioned in the 
Schedule as it is not an Indian 
language.

The court further observed 
that the Hindustani language 
used by the masses is replete 
with Urdu even if one is not 
aware of it. “It would not be 
incorrect to say that one can-
not have a day-to-day conver-
sation in Hindi without using 
words of Urdu or words de-

rived from Urdu. The word 
‘Hindi’ itself comes from the 
Persian word ‘Hindavi’.” it 
said.

This exchange of vocabu-
lary flows both ways because 
Urdu also has many words 
borrowed from other Indian 
languages, including Sanskrit. 
Furthermore, Urdu words 
have a heavy influence on the 
judiciary, both in criminal and 
civil laws and in the police 
vocabulary, though recently 
many overzealous stater gov-
ernments have given direc-
tives to state police forces to 
adopt Hindi or words from the 
official state language in offi-
cial correspondence and FIR 
filing and reporting.

Words like; Mukaddama 
(case), Mulzim (accused), 

Ilzam (allegation), Ittila (in-
formation), Chashmdeed 
(eyewitness), Mustaghees 
(complainant), Jeb Tarashi 
(pick pocketing), Ferd Bara-
madgi (recovery memo), Ada-
lat(court) to Halafnama (depo-
sition) to Peshi (hearing date) 
abound in court and police 
correspondence.

Basically, the Three Lan-
guage Formula of 1968 acts 
as the main villain against the 
use and spread of Urdu in In-
dia, in the name of promoting 
state languages of different 
states along with English and 
Hindi, as compulsory lan-
guages at school level.

The Urdu lovers have been 
giving similar response on 
these issues whenever rabble 
rousers raise banners against 

Urdu while promoting Hindi, 
but these forces are not ready 
to listen to any sane word in 
favour of Urdu. Thus, the ob-
servation by the two learned 
judges will also be forgotten 
very soon, while anti-India 
and anti-Urdu elements will 
continue their tirade in ab-
sence of any collective re-
sponse from the Urdu lovers 
of the country.

In its concluding remarks, 
the Court urged that our mis-
conceptions, perhaps even our 
prejudices against a language 
must be courageously and 
truthfully tested against the 
reality, which is this great di-
versity of India, “Our strength 
can never be our weakness. 
Let us make friends with Urdu 
and every language.”

MI News Sevice,  
Haridwar:  Jitendra Tyagi, 
formerly known as Waseem 
Rizvi, has been acquitted in 
the 2021 Dharam Sansad 
hate speech case by a Harid-
war court. The verdict, de-
livered on April 16 by Chief 
Judicial Magistrate (CJM) 
Avinash Kumar Srivastava, 
cleared Tyagi of all charges 
on the grounds of “benefit of 
doubt” due to lack of conclu-
sive evidence.

The case stems from a 
controversial three-day 
Dharam Sansad event held 
in December 2021 at the Ni-
ketan Ashram in Haridwar, 
Uttarakhand. Several reli-
gious leaders who attended 
the gathering were accused 
of delivering provocative 
and hate-filled speeches tar-
geting specific communities.

The event sparked wide-
spread outrage after videos 
of the speeches went viral 
on social media, leading to 
sharp criticism from across 
the country.

Among the critics was the 
Akhil Bhartiya Akhada Pari-
shad, the apex body of Hin-
du monastic orders, which 
publicly condemned the hate 
rhetoric. The Parishad reit-
erated that Sanatan Dharma 

is rooted in peace, harmo-
ny, and mutual respect, and 
does not support any form 
of violence or hatred toward 
other religions.

Jitendra Tyagi, a for-
mer chairman of the Uttar 
Pradesh Shia Waqf Board, 
had announced his conver-
sion to Hinduism in Decem-
ber 2021, shortly before the 
Dharam Sansad event. Fol-
lowing his participation, an 
FIR was registered against 
him at the Kotwali police 
station in Haridwar on Janu-
ary 1, 2022. He was arrested 
nearly two weeks later on 
January 13 near the Uttar 
Pradesh-Uttarakhand bor-
der.

Tyagi spent several 
months in custody before 
being granted bail in May 
2022. The legal proceedings 
continued for over two years, 
during which the prosecu-
tion attempted to establish 
his involvement in deliver-
ing inflammatory speeches. 
However, the court found 
that the evidence presented 
was not sufficient to prove 
his role beyond reasonable 
doubt.

With the CJM court’s rul-
ing, Tyagi has now been 
formally acquitted of all 
charges related to the Dha-
ram Sansad incident, clos-
ing a significant chapter in 
the high-profile case that 
drew national attention and 
sparked debates around 
hate speech and religious 
tolerance in India.

MI News Sevice,  
Sanaa:  The death toll from 
fresh US airstrikes on a 
crowded market in Yemen’s 
capital Sanaa has risen to 
12, with at least 30 others 
wounded, Houthi-controlled 
health authorities said in a 
statement.

According to Houthi-run 
al-Masirah TV, the airstrikes 
targeted the Farwah market 
in the Shu’ub neighbour-
hood, one of the busiest 
markets in Sanaa. Rescue 
operations are ongoing, with 
teams searching for survi-
vors and victims beneath the 
rubble.

The strikes were part of 
a broader wave of US air-
strikes that hit multiple 
locations in and around 
Sanaa on Sunday, Xinhua 
news agency reported quot-
ing Houthi media outlet.

The incident came days 
after the deadly US air-

strikes on the Ras Isa fuel 
port in western Yemen late 
Thursday night that killed 
80 people, wounded 170 
others, and caused wide-
spread damage to fuel stor-
age infrastructure, leading 
to fuel spills into the Red 
Sea, according to local 
Houthi health officials.

Tensions between the 
Houthi group and the US 
military have escalated 
since Washington resumed 
airstrikes on Houthi targets 
in Yemen on March 15 to 
deter the group from at-
tacking Israel and US war-
ships in the Red Sea.

The Houthis, which con-
trol much of northern Ye-
men, said their attacks aim 
to press US-backed Israel to 
stop the offensive against 
the Gaza Strip and allow 
the entry of humanitarian 
aid into the Palestinian en-
clave. 

MI News Sevice, Gaza:  More than 90,000 displaced Palestinians 
are currently taking shelter in 115 UN-run facilities across 
the Gaza Strip amid a humanitarian crisis caused by Israel’s 
19-month onslaught, the UN agency for Palestinian refugees 
(UNRWA) said on Sunday. “An already dire situation is deteri-
orating due to bombardment and the siege blocking the entry 
of humanitarian and commercial supplies,” UNRWA said in a 
statement. Since March 2, 2025, Israel has kept all Gaza border 
crossings closed, blocking the entry of essential food, medical, 
and relief supplies, exacerbating an already dire humanitari-
an situation, according to multiple reports from international 
organizations and rights groups. The UN refugee agency es-
timated that nearly 420,000 people have been displaced yet 
again since the breakdown of the ceasefire in March.

The Israeli army resumed its assaults on Gaza on March 
18, and has since killed 1,827 people, injured, and shattered 
a Jan. 19 ceasefire and prisoner exchange agreement. More 
than 51,200 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza in a bru-
tal Israeli onslaught since October 2023, most of them women 
and children. The International Criminal Court issued arrest 
warrants last November for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant for 
war crimes and crimes against humanity in Gaza. Israel also 
faces a genocide case at the International Court of Justice for 
its war on the enclave.

MI News Sevice, Baghdad:  
Iraqi Prime Minister Moham-
med Shia' al-Sudani said Sun-
day that the upcoming 34th 
Arab League summit to be 
held in Baghdad next month 
will yield results of great sig-
nificance for the Arab world.

Al-Sudani made the re-
marks when meeting the 
Speaker of the Arab Parlia-
ment Mohammed Ahmed 
Al-Yamahi and other repre-
sentatives participating in the 
Arab parliamentary meetings 
held in Baghdad, according to 
a statement issued by al-Su-
dani's media office.

He added that the summit 
will be held amid major re-
gional challenges, and that 
Iraq is focused on ensuring 
that the outcomes reflect the 
gravity of the moment, it said.

For his part, al-Yamahi ex-
pressed his gratitude to Iraq 
and praised its supportive po-
sitions on Arab causes, partic-
ularly with regard to Palestine 
and Gaza, the statement said.

The 34th Arab League sum-
mit will be held in Baghdad on 
May 17.

MI News Sevice, Jeddah:  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is set to visit Saudi 
Arabia from April 22 to 
23, 2025, at the invitation 
of Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Mohammed 
bin Salman. This will be 
PM Modi's third visit to the 
country, following earlier 
visits in 2016 and 2019.

As part of the visit, PM 
Modi is expected to vis-
it a factory where Indian 
workers are employed. 
He will interact with them 
during his time there.

During a special press 
briefing on Saturday, For-
eign Secretary Vikram 
Misri said that the visit 
will provide an important 
opportunity to discuss key 
regional and global issues. 
These include the situa-
tion in West Asia, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict, and 
threats to maritime secu-
rity due to Houthi attacks.

Misri also said that In-
dia and Saudi Arabia are 
likely to deepen their de-
fence cooperation and ex-
pand their economic ties. 
Currently, bilateral trade 
between the two countries 
is valued at around USD 43 
billion.

PM Modi's visit is being 
seen as a significant step 
in strengthening India's 
ties not just with Saudi 
Arabia, but with the entire 
Gulf and Islamic world.

MI News Sevice, Bengaluru:   
Police probing former Kar-
nataka DGP Om Prakash’s 
murder case have learnt that 
his wife Pallavi threw chili 
powder on his face before 
stabbing him to death, sourc-
es said.

Police have detained Pal-
lavi as she emerged as a key 
suspect in the murder case.

Along with her, their 
daughter Kriti has also been 
detained.

Prakash, a 1981 batch IPS 
officer hailing from Bihar, 
was found dead in a pool of 
blood in the ground floor of 
his three-storeyed house in 
the posh HSR Layout in the 
city on Sunday.

“After a heated exchange 
of words, Pallavi threw chili 
powder on Prakash’s face,” 
sources claimed.

As the hefty former police 
chief of Karnataka scram-
bled for relief from the 
burning sensation, Pallavi 
stabbed him multiple times 
with a knife, killing him on 
the spot, sources said.

She then made a video call 
to her friend and reportedly 
said, “I have killed the mon-
ster,” sources claimed.The 
murder was the culmination 
of frequent run-ins between 
the couple, the sources said.

It is learnt that there was 
a property dispute involved 
in the crime pertaining to a 
land in Dandeli in Karnata-
ka.

A few months ago, Palla-
vi had approached the HSR 
Layout police station to lodge 
a complaint.

When the staff there did 
not oblige, she staged a 
‘Dharna’ (sit-in demonstra-
tion) in front of the police 
station, sources claimed.

It’s also learnt that Pallavi 
was diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia and was under med-
ication too.

The 68-year-old retired 
IPS officer was a native of 
Champaran, Bihar, and held 
a Master’s degree in Geology.

Prakash was appointed 
Director General of Police on 
March 1, 2.

MI News Sevice, Balochistan:   
Leading Baloch human rights 
group, Baloch Yakjehti Com-
mittee (BYC) shared an up-
date on the "daily crimes" at 
the hands of Pakistani forces 
committed on Baloch people 
in a post on Monday.

In a post on X, BYC said 
that Pakistani forces con-
tinue with their killing, dis-
appearances and economic 
exploitation of the Baloch na-
tion as a part of "systematic 
crimes" on a regular basis.

It further said that through 
these actions, "Baloch people 
are being collectively pun-
ished for demanding dignity 
and rights".

The post shared updates 
about a sit-in protest organ-
ised against the actions of the 
coast guards.

It said, "Currently, the 
Pickup Union in Gwadar 
staged a sit-in protest on the 
Coastal Highway, blocking all 
traffic. The protest was held 
against the actions of Coast 
Guards who seized vehicles 
and diesel without legal jus-
tification. Protesters stated 
that despite being involved 
in lawful economic activity, 
they are subjected to harass-
ment, their vehicles taken, 
and their livelihood looted. 
Union members said the 
Coast Guards impounded ve-
hicles at night without notice, 
even though the diesel was 
being transported with valid 
permits issued by the Baloch-
istan government. After their 

meeting with Colonel Zain-
ul-Abideen, only empty vehi-
cles were returned, while the 
diesel was confiscated. Driv-
ers emphasized that they op-
erate under heavy financial 
pressure, often purchasing 
diesel on credit and surviv-
ing on minimal income after 
exhausting labor. The seizure 
of their diesel means the era-
sure of their only means of 
survival. These actions, car-
ried out under the guise of 
security, are in direct contra-
diction to claims of develop-
ment in Gwadar and expose 
the reality of a militarized 
economic blockade."

It further alleged, "The 
state is using all its forc-
es--military, paramilitary, 
and economic--to suppress 
and punish the Baloch na-
tion. The Baloch Yakjehti 
Committee (BYC) stands in 
solidarity with the Pickup 
Union in Gwadar. The state's 
criminal actions against the 
Baloch are not just physi-
cal--they extend to the very 
fabric of their economy and 
their survival." In its con-
cluding remarks, BYC gave a 
call for Baloch people to rise 
against the atrocities being 
committed against them.

"The time has come for the 
Baloch people to rise up. We 
refuse to be silenced in the 
face of state violence, wheth-
er it's the kidnapping of our 
youth or the destruction of 
our livelihoods", BYC said in 
its post.

Nurul Islam Khan  
A meeting against new Waqf 
Act was held in Kazipa-
ra, Jagdighata, Barasat on 
Sunday. It was presided by 
Maulana Nurul Haque Qase-
mi, Imam of Barasat  Jame 
Mosque. The main speaker 
was Maulana Aminul Am-
bia, convener of Aiktan Mil-
li Ittihad Majlis.  Maulana 
Siamat Ali of Progressive 

Youth Federation, Riazul 
Islam Raju of USF, Mau-
lana Nasir Uddin Misbah 
of Imam Organization and 
Maulana Habibur Rahman, 
Vice-President of Barasat 
Thana Coordination Com-
mittee Mustafizur Rahman, 
and many others were pres-
ent. The meeting was at-
tended by a large crowd of 
common people of the area.
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Gujarat Titans' captain Shubman Gill plays a shot during the IPL 2025 match against Kolkata Knight Riders,
at Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Monday.                                                                                         (ANI Photo)

Pakistan's Olympic gold
medalist Nadeem will show
his strength at Ranchi

PC JHA

RANCHI : Pakistan star thrower Nadeem, who won gold medal in
javelin throw for Pakistan in Paris Olympics, will show his strength in
Ranchi. 

Jharkhand Athletic Association (JAA) is going to conduct South
Asian Federation (SAF) Athletics Championship scheduled at Ranchi's
Birsa Munda Football Stadium, Morhabadi from May 3 to 5.

This will be the first time when an Olympic gold medalist in indi-
vidual event will participate in a competition in Ranchi. Also, this will
be the first time when this Pakistani athlete will play in India for the
first time.

Nadeem will come to Ranchi with the Pakistan team in the SAF
Senior Athletics Championship to be held in Ranchi from 3 to 5. The
list of players from Pakistan has been released and this list also
includes the name of Nadeem, who won gold in the first Olympics. 

For the record thst Nadeem defeated India's star athlete Neeraj
Chopra in the javelin throw of Paris Olympics. However, Neeraj
Chopra is not participating in this competition.

According to information from sources, the Pakistan team has not
yet received the visa, it is likely that the visa will be received from the
Ministry of External Affairs in a few days.

Madhukant Pathak of Jharkhand Athletics Association said that all
the countries have sent the list of players to participate in the com-
petition and this will be the first time when an Olympic gold medalist
in an individual event will perform in India.

STATE GIRLS CLINCH SGFI SOCCER
TITLE, BOYS FINISH RUNNERS UP
J harkhand have created histo-

ry in the 68th National School
Games Football tournament. In
the Under 19 soccer event held at
Manipur from April 15 to 21, the
girls team of Jharkhand defeated
the host Manipur 2-0 and became
the champion. This victory is not
just the result of a game, but is a
living proof of the unwavering
determination and months of
hard work of those girls, who
have registered their names in
golden letters of history by fulfill-
ing the promise made to the
Departmental Minister. The girls
team of Jharkhand displayed
their amazing sports skills and
unbreakable coordination and
won the tournament title for
Jharkhand. Pooja Kumari and
Reena Kumari scored one goal
each in the final match for
Jharkhand.

Expressing happiness over
this historic victory, Minister of
the Department Ramdas Soren
said, "I am proud of the daugh-
ters of Jharkhand. They not only
displayed a brilliant game but

also fulfilled their promise to the
state. This victory will also
inspire other daughters to work
hard to realize their dreams."

He also praised the sports
performance of the boys team.
The Minister said, "Even though
the boys team became the run-
ners-up in the match, but the
Jharkhand team proved its talent
in front of teams from all over the

country in the entire tournament.
Becoming the runners-up is also
a big achievement. There is no
dearth of talent and ability in our
boys. They have shown that
Jharkhand is also moving for-
ward in the field of football. This
defeat is not the end, but a new
beginning.

On the spectacular victory of
Jharkhand,Chief Minister

Hemant Soren, Departmental
Minister Ramdas Soren,
Departmental Secretary
Umashankar Singh, Jharkhand
Education Project Director
Shashi Ranjan, State Program
Officer Dheersen Soren and other
officials of the Sports Cell have
congratulated and wished the
entire team.

The boys team of Jharkhand
became the runners-up in the
68th National School Games
Football Competition. In the final
match, the boys team of
Jharkhand was defeated by the
team of Kerala by a margin of 1-
3. The performance of the boys
team of Jharkhand was excellent
in the entire tournament. They
gave their best in every match
and gave a tough fight to the rival
teams. The boys team of
Jharkhand may have become the
runners-up, but they presented
an unmatched example of hard
work, dedication and team spirit.
Both the teams will leave for
Jharkhand from Manipur 
tomorrow.

MANAS SINHA
AWARDED 8TH DAN
OF BLACK BELT 

PC JHA

RANCHI : The World Karate
Federation awarded 8th Dan of
Black Belt to Hanshi Manas Sinha,
Jharkhand State President of
Sports Karate Association and
Chief Instructor of Shotokan
Karate Federation of India.

This title has been awarded by
Hanshi Antonio Spinoz, President
of World Karate Federation, on
the recommendation of Hanshi
Bharat Sharma, President of
Karate India Organization. The
eighth dan of black belt is given
only to the most senior karate
instructors of the country. Manas
Sinha was awarded the black belt
7th dan 8 years ago in 2017 by the
World Karate Federation. Hanshi
Manas Sinha has been in the field
of karate for the last 50 years and
has been training karate for about
46 years. While being the chief
instructor of Shotokan Karate
Federation of India, Manas Sinha
has trained millions of students
and men and women in karate
and self-defense with the help of
himself and the instructors of
Shotokan and is still doing so.

Hanshi Manas Sinha has
thanked the President of World
Karate Federation, Hanshi
Espinos ji, President of Karate
India Organization, Hanshi
Bharat Sharma, Secretary Shihan
Sanjeev Jangra.

Sensei KK Singh, Kyonsei
Narendra Sinha, Shihan Shashi
Pandey, Sensei Hejaz Asadaq,
Shihan Ranjit Mehta on Hanshi
Manas Sinha receiving the eighth
dan. ,Shihan Sanjay Mishra,
Bablu Kumar, Amar Verma, Nand
Kishore Mahato, Raj Kishore,
Umesh Rajak, Sangeeta Kumari,
Kumari Deepali and many other
martial arts karate players con-
gratulated him.

MI CORRESPONDENT

RANCHI : Jharkhand girls team
created history by winning bronze
medal in the 2nd Junior National
Super Speed Kho-Kho
Competition held from 18th to
20th April at Blue Bells Public
School, Atrauliya, Azamgarh
(Uttar Pradesh).

This competition was organ-
ized under the aegis of Super
Speed Kho-Kho Federation of
India. Jharkhand team defeated
Uttar Pradesh by 22-13 points in a
tough match for the third place
and captured the bronze medal

and trophy. Captain Pooja
Kumari, Annupriya Oraon, Aastha
Tigga, Pooja Tirkey and Komal
Kumari gave a brilliant perform-
ance from Jharkhand team.

On the excellent performance
of the team, Jharkhand State
Super Speed Kho-Kho
Association's Executive President
Bharat Singh, General Secretary
Vivek Kumar, Treasurer Sahajad
Qureshi, Joint Secretary Nitesh
Sahu, Sanjay Kumar, Subhash
Ganguly, Srikant Kumar, Nikhil
Kumar, Abhishek Kumar, and
Divya Rani congratulated and
wished the winning players.

Jharkhand girls Kho-Kho team
wins bronze medal in 2nd
Junior National Championship

MANCHESTER [UK] :
Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola has urged the fans to
bring the noise and treat their
remaining five Premier League
fixtures as cup finals as they
continue to book their berth for
next season's UEFA Champions
League.

With the Premier League
heading towards its business
end, Manchester City hold the
fourth spot, with a narrow one-
point advantage separating
them from Chelsea, Nottingham
Forest and Aston Villa, who
boast 57 points each.

After a shambolic run at the
end of 2024, Guardiola's side
has relentlessly followed the
recovery blueprint, which has
helped them move into the
fourth spot with five fixtures
remaining. With Manchester
City set to square off against
Aston Villa on Tuesday night,
Guardiola sent a strong mes-
sage to fans as they fight for a
spot in next season's UCL.

"Absolutely. After Aston
Villa, the game against Wolves
will be a final, then
Southampton, because every
game counts. But Villa are a
contender to qualify for the
Champions League, and when
you see the game they played
against my friend Luis Enrique
and PSG, I was really
impressed," he told reporters as
quoted from Sky Sports.

"They can play a low block,

but when they decide to go, with
the weapons they have, the
speed they have, the set-pieces,
it's a final, and we need our peo-
ple because I think our people
want the Champions League
again next season and hopefully
they can wait from minute one.
Sometimes we are slow, some-
times we are not playing good,
but we need them desperately to
support us, to make noise and
being there all the time because
it's a final. Absolutely, it is a
final for us," he added.

Aston Villa head coach Unai
Emery assured that his side is
ready and focused for the chal-
lenge against Manchester City, a
team for which he has 'massive'
respect.

"We can't stop. We are
involved in our key moment in
the season, and through the
Premier League, we are trying
to get our first objective in 38
matches playing, and tomorrow
is the 34th. Man City, one of the
teams contending to be in the
top four or five, even to win the
title, but this year is a little bit
more difficult for them," he said.

"My respect for them is mas-
sive, like always, and we are
ready. Every player and every
worker here in Aston Villa is so,
so focused on the moment we
are in and tomorrow we'll pre-
pare the match as best as possi-
ble with the players that will be
available for tomorrow," he
added. 

NARAINPUR (CHHATTISGARH)
[INDIA] : Nagaland registered
their second win in as many
matches when they edged past
Bengal 1-0 in Group H in the
Swami Vivekananda U20 Men's
National Football Championship
at the Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama Ground, on Monday.

In the other match of the
same group earlier in the day,
Haryana kept themselves in the
race for a quarter-final spot,
beating Madhya Pradesh 4-1.

With Round Two of the four-
team Group H over, Nagaland,
having six points from two
matches, are placed at the top.
All they need now is a point in
the last match against Haryana to
make the next grade. Haryana,
on the other hand, would have to
win as they have four points from
two matches. While Bengal have
one point from two outings,
Madhya Pradesh stand eliminat-

ed after losing both matches so
far. 

Nagaland, who beat Madhya
Pradesh rather easily the other
day, found Bengal a hard nut to
crack, but Ghuqhe Chishi's goal
in the 13th minute made all the
difference. In the well-contested
match that also saw some frayed
tempers, Chishi grabbed the ball
off a corner kick to slam home
the ultimate match-winner
despite the presence of a host of
Bengal defenders in the box. The
credit should also go to Nagaland
skipper S Ayenmongba, who cut
past two rival players before
sending the ball for Chishi.

Bengal worked hard in the
second half, but could not get
past the determined Nagaland
defence. The day's opening
encounter was a one-sided affair
as Haryana raced to a 3-0 lead at
the breather. After some even
exchanges in the middle, Yatin

put the winners in the lead in the
18th minute with a firm left foot-
er from inside the penalty box.

Two more goals came in the
next 19 minutes. Yaman Sheoran
made it 2-0 for Haryana when he
ran in from the left to boot home
with a deft touch. Midfielder
Anni, who scored in the 2-2 draw
against West Bengal, got his sec-
ond goal of the tournament with
a measured left-footed volley in
the 37th minute. In the second
half, Madhya Pradesh's Rohit
Yadav headed home to reduce
the margin in the 64th minute. It
didn't help much, as Haryana
found the target for the fourth
time, courtesy of Sameer
Warkade's own goal.

April 22 Fixtures (Group G):
7:30 am: Assam vs Odisha
4:15 pm: Goa vs Sports

Authority of India The matches
will be streamed live on the
Indian Football YouTube Channel.

In race for UCL spot,
Manchester City manager
Guardiola sees remaining
PL fixtures as final

Nagaland's winning run continues in
Group H of Swami Vivekananda U20 NFC

"We will discuss development of Yoga in Arab world...":
AYSF president on PM Modi's visit to Saudi Arabia
JEDDAH [SAUDI ARABIA] : Nouf-
Al-Marwaai, President of the
Asian Yogasana Sports Federation
(AYSF) and recipient of India's
fourth-highest civilian award,
Padma Shri, spoke on her journey
with the discipline, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's upcoming visit to
Saudi Arabia and his role in pro-
motion of Yoga worldwide.

Marwaai was speaking to ANI
in Jeddah ahead of PM Modi's visit
to Saudi Arabia, which will kick-
start from Tuesday. Modi is set to
visit Saudi Arabia from April 22 to
23, 2025, at the invitation of
Crown Prince and Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Mohammed bin Salman. This will
be PM Modi's third visit to the
country, following earlier visits in
2016 and 2019.

The AYSF president spoke on
how Yoga helped her heal from
symptoms of a chronic disease
named lupus erythematosus and
how this "life-changing experi-
ence" started her love with Yoga.

"At 17 years of age, I was diag-
nosed with a chronic disease, and
I could not go to school again.
During that time, my father, from
one of his travels, brought a book
on Yoga, and then I started prac-
tising yoga, learning it from books
and videos. After practising yoga,
my symptoms really improved,
and I went back to school. I have
seen how Yoga helps with the
nervous system. I fell in love with
Yoga," said Marwaai to ANI.

Speaking on PM Modi's visit to
Saudi Arabia, she said, "It is real-
ly significant because Saudi
Arabia and India share a lot of
cultural and strategic ties. This is
an important visit. We will discuss
the development of Yoga in the
Arab world."

Marwaai also hailed PM Modi
as a "great supporter of Yoga" and
said that the International Yoga
Day, which is celebrated on June
21 every year, is largely because
of his efforts.

"We all thank PM Modi for

that. It is not just a celebration for
one day, new people come to know
of yoga, yogis are excited to cele-
brate it. Every ministry of sports,
national Olympic committees,
yogashalas, yoga centres, yoga
practitioners, etc celebrate it. It is
a big phenomenon. It is not just

one day, of celebration, it is the
entire month of June. He is a great
supporter of Yoga," she added.

She also spoke about being
appointed as the president of
AYSF during the body's sixth gen-
eral assembly in November last
year.

"There are many Arab coun-
tries interested in Yoga and start-
ed regulating it. It is important to
have organisational support for
any community practice is to get
local authority support and fund-
ing to reach more people. The fed-
erations of yoga in Arab nations
are approved by their respective
national Olympic committees and
ministries of sports. We are work-
ing in a more organised way to
promote yoga," she added.

Marwaai also said that 17-20
countries will be participating in
the Asian Yogasana
Championship's sixth edition from
July 4-7 at Zayed Sports Complex
in Fujairah, UAE.

"More than 4,000 people are
expected to join as the audience.
This is the first time an Arab
country will be hosting a
Yogasana Championship. They
used to happen in India and
Southeast Asia earlier. We are
expecting a big return," she
added.


