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Mamata Banerjee says BJP, BSF and section of central
agencies are involved in ‘pre-planned Murshidabad riots’

Morning India

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, in the presence of other dignitaries, addresses a meeting with Imams and Muezzins over the Waqf Law, at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata,
on Wednesday. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Squarely blaming a section of the
BSF, Central agencies, and the
opposition BJP for allegedly
“fanning tension by facilitating
cross-border influx from
Bangladesh”, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday termed the recent
communal violence in Murshid-
abad as nothing but "pre-
planned".

Speaking at a meeting with
Imams and other leaders of the
minority community at the Netaji
Indoor Stadium here today , Ma-
mata Banerjee alleged that de-
spite the volatile situation in
neighbouring Bangladesh, the
“central government allowed il-
legal entry from across the bor-
der”, and claimed that the BSF
and certain agencies “played a
role in triggering unrest in Ben-
gal”. Requesting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi not to implement
the "atrocious" Waqf Amend-
ment Act, she also urged him to
keep the Union Home Ministry,
headed by Amit Shah, under
control.

"I would request the Prime
Minister to keep a check on Amit
Shah, he is doing harm to the na-
tion to serve his own political
agenda," she said.

"I came across news claiming
the role of elements from across
the border in Murshidabad un-
rest. Is it not the role of the BSF
to guard the border? The state
government does not guard the
international border. The Central
government must take responsi-
bility," the Chief minister as-
serted .

The CM announced a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh each for
the families of three people killed
during the violence and directed

state Chief secretary Manoj Pant
to initiate a probe into the role of
the BSF, alleging that the force
opened fire which led to the
death of one of the victims.

"I will find out whom the BSF
had financed in the bordering
areas by giving money to youths
to pelt throw during the vio-
lence," she said.

Alleging that outsiders linked
to the BJP entered the state and
incited violence, Mamata Baner-
jee said, "Why did they allow BJP
thugs from outside to come and
create chaos before fleeing? Ac-
countability must be fixed. They
want to polarise and divide Hin-
dus and Muslims. They want
their Jumla government. Don't
divide the country; unite all in-
stead." Dubbing the violent
protests in Murshidabad against
the Waqf Act  as “pre-planned
communal riots", the Chief Min-

ister  alleged that the Border Se-
curity Force had wilfully allowed
those from “outside" to enter the
state and create chaos. She was
reacting to reports that the initial
probe into the Murshidabad vio-
lence indicated the involvement
of Bangladeshi miscreants.

Further alleging that the
Opposition BJP in the state was
“inciting people", Mamata
Banerjee claimed that attempts
are being made to “defame"
Bengal.

“Some people are defying the
Constitution. Ambedkar made
the Constitution. They have
made this Constitution; we can-
not say the BJP Constitution.
What are you doing with the
Constitution? You are inciting
people. Some media will defame
Bengal. They all do fake news,"
she alleged.

The Chief Minister further

urged the members of the minor-
ity community not to take the
law into their own hands.

“We have high respect for
Imam and Purohit. Don’t get ex-
cited by the BJP‘s words, don’t
take the law into your hands,
and please control. I do Durga
Puja, they say we don’t do. We
have respect for all religions,"
she said.

“I want to challenge and tell
the Government of India – why
were you so hurried about [Waqf
Amendment]? Didn’t you know
the situation in Bangladesh?
Bengal shares  international bor-
ders with Bangladesh, Nepal,
and  Bhutan. Hold meetings with
Muhammad Yunus(the Chief of
the Interim government in
Bangladesh), have pacts and
agreements. I will be happy 
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‘Will not be cowed down by  threats’, remarks
Cong on ED chargesheet in National Herald case

Only Congress can defeat RSS and the BJP, says Rahul Gandhi in Gujarat

Justice BR Gavai recommended as next Chief Justice of India

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti is ‘deeply 
disturbed’ over violence in West Bengal

MI News Service, New Delhi :  Reiterating
that they will not be cowed down by the
threats of ED chargesheet against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in the National
Herald case, the Congress claimed on
Wednesday that such threats only show
the panic and moral bankruptcy of the
Central government.

In a long post in Hindi, AICC general
secretary Jairam Ramesh issued an ex-
plainer of the financial loan given to As-
sociated Journals Limited, the company
running National Herald, and termed as
false the charges that Young Indian has
taken over Rs 5,000 crore of properties of
Associated Journals."You have been in
power for 11 years, you have no evidence,

no proof, nothing - otherwise you would
not have been forced to wait for the 365th
day” Jairam Ramesh said in his post. .

The said chargesheet also names Con-
gress leader Sam Pitroda, Suman Dubey,
and others, including several firms.The
matter has been listed for arguments on
cognisance in the Delhi Rouse Avenue
Court on April 25. The prosecution com-
plaint has been filed under Sections 44
and 45 of the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002, for the offence
of money laundering, as defined under
Section 3, read with Section 70, and pun-
ishable under Section 4 of the 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Srinagar
/ Kolkata :  Expressing her
"deep  anguish" over the
recent  violence in Mur-
shidabad district of West
Bengal  over the Waqf
Amendment Act,  PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti on
Wednesday called upon
members of the Muslim
community to remain
united and channelise
their energies  in  con-
structive manners. .

"Deeply disturbed and
anguished by the tragic vi-
olence in Murshidabad
district over the Wakf
Amendment Act, claiminig
several innocent lives ,
Mehbooba Mufti said
adding  she was  particu-
larly concerned that de-
spite Mamata (Banerjee)
di's assurance that this
Act would not be imple-
mented in West Bengal
protests erupted," she said
in a post on X. West Ben-
gal has witnessed inci-
dents of violence following
protests against the Waqf
Act, leading to the migra-
tion of riots-hit people  in
Murshidabad district to
neughbouring Malda, she
said and added that such
violence should not have
happened. The former
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief minister said as a
community "we must
channelise our energies
constructively- upholding
our constitutional rights

through peaceful and law-
ful means".

"We must avoid ac-
tions that could weaken
our allies who stand with
us often at a great per-
sonal and political cost.
"We must remain united
and vigilant and not allow
communal forces to ex-
ploit these moments to
push their divisive agenda
of further disempowering
and marginalising our
community," she added.

Incidentally,earier this
morning West Bengal
Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee squarely blamed
a section of the BSF, Cen-
tral agencies, and the op-
position BJP for
allegedly“fanning tension
by facilitating cross-bor-
der influx from
Bangladesh”,

Terming the last
week’s communal vio-
lence in Murshidabad as
nothing but "pre-
planned" incidents, Ma-
mata Banerjee told a
meeting with Imams and
other leaders of the mi-
nority community at the
Netaji Indoor Stadium
here that despite the
volatile situation in neigh-
bouring Bangladesh, the
“central government al-
lowed illegal entry from
across the border”, and
claimed that the BSF and
certain agencies “played a
role in triggering unrest

in Bengal”.
Requesting Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
not to implement the
"atrocious" Waqf Amend-
ment Act, she also urged
him to keep the Union
Home Ministry, headed by
Amit Shah, under control.

"I would request the
Prime Minister to keep a
check on Amit Shah, he is
doing harm to the nation
to serve his own political
agenda," she said.

"I came across news
claiming the role of ele-
ments from across the
border in Murshidabad
unrest. Is it not the role of
the BSF to guard the bor-
der? The state govern-
ment does not guard the
international border. The
Central government must
take responsibility," the
Chief minister asserted 

The CM announced a
compensation of Rs 10
lakh each for the families
of three people killed dur-
ing the violence and di-
rected state Chief
secretary Manoj Pant to
initiate a probe into the
role of the BSF, alleging
that the force opened fire
which led to the death of
one of the victims.

"I will find out whom
the BSF had financed in
the bordering areas by
giving money to youths to
pelt throw during the vio-
lence," she said. 

Foreign envoys should
learn more about Northeast
as a gateway to Southeast
Asia, says EAM Jaishankar

Robert Vadra appears 
before ED on second 
consecutive day

MI News Service, New
Delhi : External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
has urged all foreign en-
voys in India to "famil-
iarise" themselves more
with the country’s North-
eastern region and share
its qualities with their
government and indus-
tries, as the region’s rele-
vance will grow with time
.

Virtually addressing
a meeting of foreign Am-
bassadors for the upcom-
ing North East Investors
Summit 2025, organised
by the Ministry of Devel-
opment of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), Jais-
hankar said on Wednes-
day that the Northeast
region, comprising seven
states, is at the heart of
many key Indian policies
like the  ‘Neighbourhood
First’ and , ‘Act East or
the Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation’ (BIMSTEC).

"The Northeast ad-
joins five of our neigh-
bours on land, its
boundaries are the inter-
face between the Indian
subcontinent and the
ASEAN," he said. The
EAM  further stated that
many recent initiatives
involving India's immedi-
ate neighbours emanate
from this region. Others

such as the Trilateral
Highway and the
Kaladan project are
equally important, he
said.

"In every sense, it is a
hub, whose relevance
will only grow with the
passage of time," he said,
adding that the Union
government has priori-
tised the development of
all the seven states in the
Northeast .

"We would like you to
familiarise yourselves
with its many qualities
and  scenic beauties and
to share that with your
government and indus-
tries. And, at the same
time, promote interna-
tional cooperation with
them in various do-
mains," he said in his ad-
dress. Later, the minister
posted on X about his
meeting with the Ambas-
sadors and High Commis-
sioners of several
countries . "Highlighted
the growing relevance of
the Northeast - as a gate-
way to Southeast Asia, a
tourism hub and a con-
tributor to the global
workplace. "Confident
that the upcoming North
East Investors Summit
will leverage the region's
many strengths and fos-
ter greater international
cooperation," Jaishankar
said. 

MI News Service, New
Delhi :  Priyanka Gandhi’s
husband and Rahul
Gandhi’s brother in law
Robert Vadra, appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on the
second  consecutive day
on Wednesday for  ques-
tioning in a 2008
Haryana land deal linked
money laundering case.

Unlike yesterday
(Tuesday) today Vadra
was accompanied by his
wife Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, who is the Con-
gress MP from Kerala's
Wayanad. The two ex-
changed hugs before
Robert Vadra went inside
the ED office.

He was questioned for
about five hours on Tues-
day and his statement
was recorded by the fed-
eral probe agency under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
official sources said
adding that a similar ses-
sion will resume on
Wednesday.

Earlier speaking to
newsmen before heading
towards the ED  office,
the 56-year-old Vadra
had termed the  Agency’s
action as nothing but a
"political vendetta".

He said he has always
cooperated with inves-
tigative agencies and has
furnished huge amount of
documents of over26,000
pages. He also stressed
that there needs to be a
closure in cases which
are as old as 20 years.

The probe against
Vadra is linked to a land
deal in Haryana's Mane-
sar-Shikohpur (now sec-
tor 83) in Gurugram.The
land deal of February
2008 was done by a com-
pany named Skylight
Hospitality Pvt Ltd, where

Vadra was a director ear-
lier, as it purchased a 3.5
acre land in Shikohpur
from a firm named
Onkareshwar Properties
at a price of Rs 7.5
crore.A Congress govern-
ment led by Chief minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh
Hooda was in power that
time. But four years later,
in September, 2012, the
company sold this 3.53
acre land to realty major
DLF for Rs 58 crore.

The land deal got into
controversy in October,
2012 after IAS officer
Ashok Khemka, then
posted as the Director
General of Land Consoli-
dation and Land Records-
cum- Inspector-General
of Registration of
Haryana, cancelled the
mutation of this cate-
gorising the transaction
as violative of state con-
solidation Act and some
related procedures.

The opposition
Haryana BJP then called
this case an instance of
"corruption" in land
deals and that of "nepo-
tism" hinting at Vadra's
kinship with the first
family of the Congress
party.

After Haryana Police
had filed an FIR to probe
this deal in 2018,Vadra
has been questioned mul-
tiple times by the federal
probe agency in two dif-
ferent money laundering
cases earlier. While
speaking to reporters on
Tuesday, he charged that,
"This is nothing but polit-
ical vendetta. Whenever I
speak for the minorities
and for the people they
try to stop me, crush us...
they tried to stop Rahul
(Gandhi) in 
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MI News Service, Ahmed-
abad : Only the Congress
can take on and defeat
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) and the
BJP, asserted  senior
party leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday

Addressing party
workers at Modasa town
in Aravalli district, about
200 km from Ahmedabad,
the Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha said Gu-
jarat is the most impor-
tant state for the
Congress.

"We seem demor-
alised in Gujarat, but we
shall  defeat them (BJP) in
the state in the coming
elections," he affirmed
adding that even  “though
the  party cadres seem

demoralised in Gujarat, it
is  only the Congress
which is in a position to
defeat the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) as well as the BJP
in all future electoral bat-
tle.

On his second visit to
Gujarat in a week, the
Opposition leader ex-
pressed his party's re-
solve to finish the task of
defeating the RSS and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which is in power
in the western state for
nearly 30 years.

He described Gujarat,
where the Congress was
once a powerful political
force, as the most impor-
tant state for the opposi-
tion party.

Gandhi was address-
ing booth-level Congress
workers at Modasa town
in Arvalli district after
launching a pilot project
of strengthening district
units as part of the grand
old party's efforts to re-
vamp the organisation in
Gujarat, where assembly
polls are due in late 2027.

"Gujarat is the most
important state for the
Congress party. We seem
demoralised in Gujarat,
but we will defeat them
(BJP) in the state. I am
here to tell you that it is
not difficult. We will defi-
nitely finish this task. Only
the Congress party can
defeat the RSS and the
BJP," he told the gather-
ing. 

MI News Service,New Delhi : Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna has officially rec-
ommended Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna
Gavai as his successor from next month,
and  forwardwd the proposal in this re-
gard to the law ministry as part of the for-
mal appointment process.

Currently, Justice Gavai holds the po-
sition of the senior-most judge in the
Supreme Court, after CJI Khanna. Justice
Gavai is set to assume the office as the
52nd Chief Justice of India on May 14,
succeeding CJI Khanna, who will retire on
May 13. President Droupadi Murmu will

administer the oath of office.Justice
Gavai's tenure as the next Chief Justice  of
the Supreme Court will span approxi-
mately six months, concluding with his re-
tirement on 23 November 2025. Born on
November 24, 1960, at Amravati, Justice
Gavai joined Bar on 16th March, 1985.
Worked with late  Raja S Bhonsale, for-
mer Advocate General and Judge of the
High Court, till 1987,. He practised inde-
pendently at the Bombay High Court from
1987 to 1990. After 1990, Justice 

uu Continued on page 3

China now faces up to 245 pc tariffs from US in a renewed trade war
MI News Service, Washington
(DC)  / Beijing : The ongoing trade
war between the United States
and China has assumed a new di-
mension following President Don-
ald  Trump’s decision to  impose
a whopping 245 per cent tariff on
China following  its recent  retal-
iatory actions.

White House sources said on
Wednesday that  am additional
100 per cent tariff was imposed

on Chinese goods over and above
Trump’s earlier announcement
to  levy a  record  145 per cent
tariff on Chinese exports to the
United States.

Earlier with effect from April
2, US President Donald Trump
had imposed reciprocal tariffs on
almost all countries across the
globe with which the USA has a
trade deficit. Later, President
Trump decided to pause the im-

plementation of the  tariffs for 90
days after many countries initi-
ated talks with the US adminis-
tration for a trade deal. "More
than 75 countries have already
reached out to discuss new trade
deals," the White House  sources
said. "As a result, the individu-
alised  higher tariffs are currently
paused amid these discussions,
except for China, which retali-
ated," the  sources added. For the

time being, a baseline tariff of
only 10 per cent would be appli-
cable on US imports from all
other countries. In ac ordance
with his poll promises President
Trump unveiled a "Fair and Re-
ciprocal Plan" on trade last
month to restore fairness in U.S.
trade relationships and counter
non-reciprocal trade

uu Continued on page 3
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MI News Service,  
Dhantala: In a shocking 
case of domestic violence 
rooted in a land dispute, 
Asadul Mondal alias Asha-
rul Mondal, a resident of 
Duttapulia under Dhanta-
la Police Station, has been 
convicted on Wednesday 
for the brutal murder of 
his handicapped sister.

The incident took place 
on July 4, 2024, when the 
accused attacked his sister 
with an iron rod, striking 
her on the head and caus-
ing her death. A case was 
immediately registered 
at Dhantala PS in Nadia, 
and the accused was ar-

rested shortly thereafter. 
Then the case went on in 
Ranaghat Court.

Additional District 
Judge, Fast Track Court, 
Ranaghat, found Asadul 
Mondal guilty under Sec-
tion 103(1) of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) on 
Tuesday. The sentencing 
has been scheduled for 
Thursday.

MI News Service,  
Bakura: A minor girl was 
allegedly harassed by a 
young man on a crowed 
Bakura-Tata bus on 
Wednesday morning near 
Raipur traffic intersection 
triggering a commotion. 
Fellow passengers and lo-
cals reportedly forced the 
accused off the bus and 
assaulted him before po-
lice intervened and made 
an arrest. The class eight 
student was on her way to 
tuition when the incident 
occurred.

A Wednesday morning 
commute on a crowded 
Bankura-Tata passenger 
bus was disrupted when 
a minor girl, a class eight 
student en route to tuition 
in Raipur, was allegedly 
subjected to indecent be-
havior by a fellow male 
passenger. The incident, 
which occurred near the 
Raipur traffic intersection 
in Bankura, sparked im-
mediate outrage among 
passengers and local res-
idents.

Eyewitness accounts in-
dicate that a commotion 
erupted on the bus fol-
lowing the girl's distress. 
Subsequently, the accused 
young man was forcibly 
removed from the vehicle 
and reportedly assaulted 
by agitated passengers 
and locals. Upon receiving 
information about the inci-
dent, officers from Raipur 
Police Station arrived at 
the scene and apprehend-
ed the accused.

According to local sourc-
es, the student alighted 
from the bus in tears at 
the Raipur traffic junction 
and disclosed the alleged 
harassment she experi-
enced during the journey. 
This revelation incited the 
gathered crowd, leading 
to the physical altercation 
with the accused. Police 
have confirmed the arrest 
and stated that efforts are 
currently underway to as-
certain the identity of the 
individual in custody. Fur-
ther investigation into the 
allegations is ongoing.

MI News Service,  
Purulia: A fatal road acci-
dent in Purulia claimed the 
lives of a couple after their 
bike collided with a car. Re-
sponding to local reports, 
Balrampur police rescued 
the severely injured couple 
and transported them to a 
local health center, where 
they succumbed to their 
injuries. The car driver re-
mains at large, and police 
have launched an investi-
gation, including question-
ing eyewitnesses.

A fatal road accident in 
Purulia's Balrampur area 
resulted in the deaths of 
a couple on Wednesday. 
Local residents reported a 
collision between a motor-
cycle and a four-wheeler 
to the authorities. Upon 
arrival, officers from the 
Balrampur Police Station 
found the couple in criti-
cal condition and immedi-
ately transported them to 
the Block Primary Health 

Center. Despite medical in-
tervention, attending phy-
sicians pronounced both 
individuals deceased. Sub-
sequent to the incident, the 
driver of the four-wheeler 
absconded from the scene. 
The police have initiated 
a search operation to lo-
cate the individual and are 
currently questioning local 
residents to gather further 
information. The involved 
vehicle has been impound-
ed as part of the ongoing 
investigation. Eyewitness 
Salim Ansari stated, "The 
motorcycle had penetrat-
ed deeply into the vehicle. 
We promptly informed the 
police, who arrived swift-
ly to extricate the injured 
and transport them to 
the hospital." The police 
investigation is current-
ly underway to ascertain 
the circumstances leading 
to the collision and to ap-
prehend the driver of the 
four-wheeler.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) has delivered en-
couraging news for the up-
coming monsoon season, 
forecasting above-normal 
rainfall across the coun-
try. According to the latest 
bulletin, India is expected 
to receive 5% more rainfall 
than the seasonal average, 
a development that bodes 
well for the agricultural 
sector, particularly in mon-
soon-dependent regions like 
West Bengal.

Meteorologists also sug-
gest that Bengal, too, is 
likely to experience high-
er-than-usual rainfall this 
year. Farmers across the 
state have welcomed the 
forecast with optimism, 
hoping for a robust mon-
soon that would boost pad-
dy production and improve 
overall yield. Consistent 
and ample rainfall is criti-
cal for rice cultivation, and 
a favorable monsoon often 
translates to a stronger ru-
ral economy.

In the short term, the 
weather department has 
forecast scattered thun-
derstorms accompanied 
by lightning and light to 
moderate rainfall in sever-
al districts of western Ben-
gal. These include East and 
West Midnapore, Jhargram, 
Purulia, Bankura, and 
West Burdwan. No severe 
storm activity is expected, 
although occasional gusty 
winds are likely.

The rainfall activity In 
North Bengal is projected to 
intensify on Wednesday and 

Thursday, while South Ben-
gal, including Kolkata, may 
witness an increase in rain-
fall on Thursday and Friday. 
The IMD has warned of spo-
radic thunderstorm activity 
with wind speeds reaching 
30 to 50 km/h during this 
period.

India is likely to receive 
'above normal' monsoon 
rainfall, or 5% more than 
the historical average of 87 
cm, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said 
on Tuesday (April 15, 2025). 
Were this to bear out, it 
would be a second year of 
'above normal' rains

Kolkata recorded a min-
imum temperature of 24°C 
on Monday, with the day’s 
maximum temperature 
climbing to 34.7°C. The rel-
ative humidity in the city 
hovered between 45% and 
91%, contributing to a sul-
try atmosphere.

Despite the pre-monsoon 
fluctuations, the overall out-
look remains positive. The 
possibility of above-average 
monsoon rains is expected 
to alleviate water scarci-
ty concerns and improve 
groundwater levels, espe-
cially in rural zones that 
have been grappling with 
prolonged dry spells.

The IMD's early monsoon 
forecast serves as a beacon 
of hope for the agrarian 
community and policy plan-
ners alike. With the monsoon 
being a key driver of India’s 
agricultural output and ru-
ral livelihood, this prediction 
marks a critical step toward 
economic and ecological sta-
bility in the months ahead.

MI News Service,  
Hooghly: A shocking in-
cident unfolded in Begum-
pur, Chanditala, Hooghly on 
Wednesday morning as lo-
cals witnessed a dog carry-
ing a severed human head. 
The discovery triggered im-
mediate alarm and led to a 
police investigation the un-
covered a tragic accident on 
the near by Howrah- Bur-
dwan railway line, where 
the dismembered body was 
subsequently found.

Dog Found with Severed 
Human Head, Railway Mis-
hap Suspected

A distressing incident 
occurred in the Begumpur 
area of Chanditala, Hoogh-
ly district, on Wednesday 
morning, where a canine 
was observed carrying a 
severed human head. The 
discovery, made near the 
Begumpur 20 rail gate 

around 9:00 AM, prompted 
immediate concern among 
local residents.

Responding to the 
alarming reports, per-
sonnel from both the Ka-
markundu Government 
Railway Police (GRP) and 
the Chanditala Police Sta-
tion arrived at the scene. 
Subsequent investigation 
led authorities to the How-
rah-Burdwan Cord railway 
line, situated approximate-
ly 300 feet from where the 
head was initially found, 
where the corresponding 
body was located. Prelim-
inary findings from police 
sources suggest a tragic 
accident. It is believed that 
the deceased individual, a 
passenger on a long-dis-
tance train, sustained fatal 
head trauma after striking 
an electric post while lean-
ing out of the moving train. 

Evidence of bloodstains 
was reportedly found on 
the post. The identity of 
the deceased young male 
remains unknown at this 
time. The recovered sev-
ered head has been sent 
for post-mortem examina-
tion as part of the ongoing 
investigation.

Monirul Ali, a local res-
ident, recounted the ini-
tial discovery, stating, "We 
were working in the facto-
ry and had been hearing 
screams. I then saw the 
police with the severed 
head and alerted the vil-
lage. Initially, there was 
suspicion of a murder." Au-
thorities have secured the 
scene and are continuing 
their inquiries to formally 
identify the deceased and 
gather further details sur-
rounding this unfortunate 
event.

MI News Service,  
Murshidabad: Elderly 
Couple's Life Savings Turn 
to Ash Amidst Violence. In 
a heart-wrenching scene 
from Betbona, Shamser-
ganj, Murshidabad, an el-
derly couple, Ganesh and 
Sumitra Ghosh, were seen 
sifting through the charred 
remains of their home, 
their hopes and life savings 
reduced to burnt curren-
cy notes. Having sold their 
land to build a new house 
for their family, the ₹5 lakh 
they had kept in their res-
idence fell victim to the 
widespread unrest. 

The aftermath of recent 
unrest in Betbona, Sam-
serganj, has left an elderly 
couple, Ganesh and Su-
mitra Ghosh, in profound 
distress. Their residence 
was among those targeted 
by violence, resulting in 
the complete destruction 
of their property and the 
loss of their life savings, 

amounting to ₹5 lakh. Eye-
witness accounts depict a 
scene of utter devastation, 
with Ganesh Ghosh metic-
ulously sifting through the 
ashes of his burnt home, 
salvaging charred currency 
notes – primarily ₹200 and 
₹100 denominations – and 
placing them on a plate. 
Overcome with grief, Mr. 
Ghosh lamented the total 
loss of their belongings, 
alleging that the perpetra-
tors looted the house before 
setting it ablaze. Tragically, 
even the couple's livestock 
were not spared, report-
edly locked inside a room 
and set on fire. The Ghosh 
couple had sold their an-
cestral land and were in 
the process of construct-
ing a new, more spacious 
house on an adjacent plot. 
The ₹5 lakh, intended for 
this construction, was kept 
in their now-destroyed 
home. Speaking through 
tears, Mr. Ghosh expressed 

his despair, stating, "Ev-
erything was burnt... We 
have sold all our land and 
savings. We were building 
a shelter for our sons' fu-
ture. It is all over." His wife, 
Sumitra Ghosh, remains 
in shock. Their four sons 
managed to escape to safe-
ty elsewhere during the vi-
olence. The elderly couple 
voiced their deep insecurity 
and uncertainty about the 
future, questioning how 
they will rebuild their lives 
and their home after this 
catastrophic loss. "I do not 
have the confidence to start 
anew," Mr. Ghosh stated, 
highlighting the pervasive 
sense of oppression and 
fear of further incidents. 
This incident underscores 
the severe human cost of 
the recent unrest in Mur-
shidabad, leaving vulnera-
ble families like the Ghoshs 
to grapple with unimag-
inable loss and an uncer-
tain path forward.

MI News Service,  
Dinhata: North Ben-
gal Development Minis-
ter Udayan Guha's recent 
statement expressing dis-
trust in Dinhata's voters 
has sparked political con-
troversy. Despite a land-
slide 2021 victory, he fears 
losing in the next election. 
His remark, made at a 
swimming pool foundation 
event, reflects Trinamool's 
anxiety amid BJP's strong 
regional presence and past 
electoral clashes. Guha's 
history of controversial 
remarks and vote-rigging 
allegations further fuels 
speculation about his inse-
curity.

North Bengal Develop-
ment Minister, Udayan 
Guha, has raised eyebrows 
and sparked political spec-
ulation with his candid 
expression of electoral un-
certainty during a public 
event in Dinhata. Address-
ing attendees at the foun-
dation stone laying cere-
mony for the town's sole 
swimming pool on Tuesday, 

Guha openly questioned his 
prospects for re-election, 
despite securing a sub-
stantial victory in the 2021 
assembly elections. "I have 
informed the construction 
company that the project 
must be completed within 
six months," Guha stated, 
"so that I can inaugurate it 
while still holding ministe-
rial office. I do not possess 
confidence in the Dinha-
ta electorate's decision to 
grant me a second term."

Guha's remarks suggest 
a perceived vulnerabili-
ty within his constituen-
cy, particularly given the 
BJP's strong electoral per-
formance in North Bengal 
during the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections. While the Trin-
amool Congress recently 
reclaimed the Cooch Behar 
Lok Sabha seat, the region 
remains a fiercely con-
tested political arena. The 
minister's urgency to com-
plete the swimming pool 
project within a six-month 
timeframe underscores 
his apprehension. "I wish 

to personally inaugurate 
this project," he explained, 
"rather than witnessing 
a subsequent individual 
claim credit for its com-
pletion. This is a matter 
of personal significance." 
Political analysts attribute 
Guha's anxieties to several 
factors, including the BJP's 
persistent presence in the 
region, the history of in-
tense electoral clashes, and 
the minister's own track 
record of controversial 
statements. Furthermore, 
allegations of past electoral 
irregularities, coupled with 
a public reprimand from 
Trinamool Congress lead-
ership, may have contrib-
uted to his expressed lack 
of confidence.

Guha's public admission 
of electoral doubt has in-
jected a layer of uncertain-
ty into the development 
project and the political 
landscape of Dinhata. It 
remains to be seen how 
his comments will resonate 
with the electorate as the 
next elections approach.

MI News Service,  
Siliguri: A bizarre in-
cident has unfolded in 
Siliguri, where a thief, 
after stealing an expen-
sive iPhone, surprisingly 
returned it to the own-
er's doorstep a month lat-
er. The perplexed owner, 
Dawa Narbula Lama, had 
reported the theft to the 
Matigara police. The twist 
in the tale emerged when 
Lama returned to the po-
lice station to withdraw his 
complaint, revealing the 
unexpected return of his 
device. Initial reports sug-
gest the thief was thwarted 
by the iPhone's robust se-
curity features, specifically 
its unbreakable lock and 
Face ID system, rendering 
it unsellable and ultimately 
leading to its return. This 
unusual case highlights the 
challenges faced by thieves 
and even law enforcement 
when dealing with the ad-
vanced privacy settings of 
iPhones.

A peculiar case of theft has 
emerged in Siliguri, where 
an iPhone, reported stolen a 
month prior, was unexpect-
edly returned to its own-
er. Dawa Narbula Lama, a 
resident of Baniakhali, had 
filed a complaint with the 
Matigara police after his 
device was pilfered from 
his residence on March 
19th. Following a fruitless 
search, Lama registered a 
formal complaint, harbor-
ing little hope of recovery.
However, in an unusual 
turn of events, Lama re-
cently revisited the police 
station, not to inquire fur-
ther about the investiga-
tion, but to withdraw his 
complaint. The rationale 
behind this surprising de-
velopment was the reap-
pearance of his iPhone. 
Lama reported that the 
stolen device was discov-
ered abandoned in front 
of his house, with the per-
petrator having fled the 
scene. According to sourc-

es at the Narbula police 
station in Chhar Trish, the 
thief's inability to bypass 
the iPhone's security fea-
tures is believed to be the 
reason for its return. The 
robust locking mechanism 
and sophisticated Face ID 
technology rendered the 
device unsellable, thwart-
ing the thief's intentions 
of profiting from the sto-
len property. Authorities 
highlighted the inherent 
security of iPhones, noting 
the significant difficulty in 
circumventing their iden-
tification protocols. Unlike 
Android devices which can 
often be tracked via their 
IMEI numbers, tracing a 
lost or stolen iPhone pres-
ents a considerable chal-
lenge for both victims and 
law enforcement due to its 
stringent privacy settings. 
This incident underscores 
the effectiveness of Apple's 
security measures in de-
terring the illicit resale of 
their devices.

MI News Service,  
Alipurduar: A gruesome 
discovery in the Itkhola area 
near Alipurduar District 
Hospital has triggered wide-
spread shock and outrage. 
Residents were horrified to 
witness a dog chewing on the 
body of an infant, who had 
been left tied up in a package 
amidst garbage. The pack-
age reportedly burst open 
after being run over by a ve-
hicle, revealing a hand that 
attracted the scavenging an-
imal, leading to the grim dis-
covery and the subsequent 
gathering of a distressed 
crowd.

 A deeply unsettling in-
cident has come to light in 
the Itkhola area, located 
within Ward No. 13 and in 
close proximity to the Ali-
purduar District Hospital, 
where the remains of a 
newborn infant were dis-
covered being consumed 
by a stray dog. The horrific 
finding has sent shockwaves 
through the local commu-
nity, triggering widespread 
outrage and prompting an 
immediate investigation by 
law enforcement authorities. 
Initial reports indicate that 
the infant's body was found 
concealed within a package 
that had been abandoned 
in the Itkhola area, a popu-
lated part of the town. The 
circumstances surrounding 
the discovery suggest a trag-

ic sequence of events. It is 
believed that a vehicle tra-
versing the road may have 
inadvertently run over the 
discarded package, causing 
it to rupture. This breach 
in the packaging reportedly 
exposed a limb of the infant, 
specifically a hand, which 
then attracted the attention 
of a stray dog scavenging in 
the vicinity.

Eyewitness accounts de-
scribe the distressing scene 
that unfolded as the dog be-
gan to maul the exposed re-
mains. The unusual activity 
quickly drew the attention of 
nearby residents, who were 
horrified by the gruesome 
sight. A crowd rapidly gath-
ered at the location, their ini-
tial curiosity quickly turning 
to shock and dismay as the 
reality of the situation became 
apparent. Upon being alerted 
to the incident, local police 
swiftly arrived at the scene to 
secure the area and initiate a 
thorough investigation. The 
infant's remains were recov-
ered, and forensic procedures 
are expected to be conducted 
to determine the exact cause 
of death and the approximate 
age of the child. Authorities 
are treating the case with ut-
most seriousness, recognizing 
the gravity of the abandon-
ment and the subsequent des-
ecration of the infant's body. 
Preliminary inquiries are fo-
cused on identifying the indi-

vidual or individuals responsi-
ble for abandoning the infant 
in such a callous manner. 
Investigators are canvassing 
the local area, seeking infor-
mation from residents and 
examining any potential leads 
that could shed light on this 
tragic event. The possibili-
ty of identifying the parents 
or guardians of the child is a 
key priority in the ongoing in-
vestigation. The incident has 
sparked considerable anger 
and grief within the Alipurdu-
ar community. Residents have 
expressed their profound sad-
ness and condemnation of 
the inhumane act. Many are 
demanding swift and decisive 
action from the authorities to 
bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice. The discovery has also 
raised concerns about child 
safety and the need for stron-
ger measures to prevent such 
tragic occurrences in the fu-
ture. This disturbing case 
serves as a stark reminder 
of the vulnerability of infants 
and the critical importance 
of ensuring their safety and 
well-being. The authorities 
are expected to provide fur-
ther updates as the investi-
gation progresses and more 
details become available. 
The community remains in 
mourning and awaits an-
swers regarding this deeply 
distressing incident that has 
shaken the peace of Alipur-
duar.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  In a significant 
crackdown on cross-border 
financial crimes, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has ar-
rested a Bangladeshi nation-
al, Azad Mallik, also known 
as Ahmed Hossain, from the 
Bishorpara area under Airport 
Police Station in North 24 Par-
ganas district. Acting on mul-
tiple allegations, the ED took 
him into custody late Tuesday 
night on charges including the 
fabrication of a fake Indian 
identity and channeling large 
sums of money from India to 
Bangladesh via hawala net-
works.

Sources within the ED re-
vealed that Azad had been 
previously arrested in March 

2022 under the Foreigners Act. 
A subsequent investigation un-
covered suspicious financial 
activities involving his bank 
accounts, which showed trans-
actions amounting to several 
crores of rupees. This prompt-
ed the ED to register a case on 
March 26 this year under rele-
vant provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

On Tuesday morning, ED 
officials conducted a detailed 
raid at Azad’s rented residence 
in Bishorpara. He was taken 
into custody later that night 
and produced before the 10th 
CJM Court of the City Sessions 
Court. During the court pro-
ceedings, the ED argued that 
Azad is a Bangladeshi citizen 

whose immediate family still 
resides in Bangladesh. They 
alleged that he had trans-
ferred approximately Rs. 2.62 
crore to Bangladesh using il-
legal hawala channels. The ED 
charged him under Sections 3 
and 4 of the PMLA and sought 
one day’s custody for further 
interrogation. However, the 
defense counsel contested the 
claims, stating that Azad is a 
legal Indian citizen possess-
ing a valid passport and voter 
ID. He argued that Azad is the 
proprietor of "Mallik Trading 
Corporation" and the finan-
cial transactions were strictly 
business-related. The defense 
also alleged that the ED did not 
question Azad about the source 
of the funds before the arrest. 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  West Bengal 
Chemical Industries Ltd. 
(WBCIL), a leading Kolk-
ata-based manufacturer of 
Active Pharmaceutical In-
gredients (APIs), has been 
awarded the National In-
tellectual Property Award 
2024 by the Government of 
India under the “Top Indi-
an MSME” category for its 
excellence in Patent filing, 
Granting, and Commercial-
ization.

The award ceremony was 
held at Bharat Mandapam, 
New Delhi, and the honour 
was presented by Union 
Minister, Shri PiyushGoyal, 
as part of India’s efforts to 
celebrate and strengthen 
the intellectual property 
ecosystem.

WBCIL, with a legacy of 
scientific excellence and 
more than 9 Patents grant-
ed, is at the forefront of 
R&D-led innovation in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry. 
The Company is known for 

its Patent-driven approach 
to API manufacturing and 
has made significant strides 
in Commercializing Pat-
ented molecules for both 
domestic and international 
markets.

This recognition reaf-
firms WBCIL’s commitment 
to:

•Scientific Research and 
IP Development

•Global Pharma Exports 
to 30+ countries

•Calcutta’s Emergence as 
an R&D Hub

“This award is not just 
a recognition of our work, 
but a celebration of Cal-
cutta’s potential to lead on 
the global innovation map,” 
said a spokesperson from 
WBCIL.

The award puts WBCIL 
in the league of India’s top 
innovators and is a proud 
moment for the MSME sec-
tor in Eastern India.

Nurul Islam Khan  
A colorful procession was 
organized by Swapan Sa-
maddar, MMIC  of Kolkata 
MunicipaL Corporation,  
councillor of Ward 56 and 
President of North Kolkata 
INTTUC. This procession 
traversed various routes of 
Ward 30 and Ward 56.Swa-
pan Samaddar was also 
the chief guest of the pro-
cession. MMIC ofWard 30  
Papiya Ghosh Biswas was 
present.The procession 
travelled through various 
streets of the area. Swa-
pan Samaddar and Papiiya 

Ghosh Biswas greeted the 
residents of the area with 
a sweet smile and extend-
ed her heartfelt New Year 

greetings. This procession 
increased the enthusiasm 
among the people of the 
area.

Kolkata’s WBCIL Wins Prestigious National IP Award 2024

Dog walks with severed head, horrifying truth unveiled

Mob burns Rs 5 lakh, grieving couple sifts through ashes

“Don’t trust Dinhata,” Minster’s fear fuel’s controversy

Thief returns stolen iPhone after change of heart

Swapan Samaddar organized a colorful 
procession on Bengali New Year 

Dog found gnawing on abandoned infant's body

Bangladeshi national arrested in  
fake identity and hawala case

Conviction for killing handicap 
sister on a land dispute

Minor girl allegedly harassed, accused 
arrested following mob justice

Bike car collision fatal for couple 

IMD predicts above- 
normal monsoon rainfall 

Union Minister of State for Education, Sukanta Majumdar, along with victims from Betbona, Dhuliyan, and Samsherganj in Murshidabad, waited 
outside Bhabani Bhawan — the West Bengal Police Headquarters in Kolkata — to meet the Director General of Police (DGP), West Bengal.

Renowned film director Ashok Viswanathan has received this year's best Bengali Cultural Award. Apart from Shri Viswanathan, 11 other people, 
including 2 children, have received the 'Banga Sanskriti Samman 2025', dedicated by the 'Indian Cultural Association' and organized by 'Sandhya 
Prakashan'. 'Banga Sanskriti Samman' award ceremony held at the 'Press Club Kolkata' Wednesday afternoon where veteran journalist Jayanta 
Chakraborty, writer Nalini Bera, editor of Bangla Nathiyat and head of Sandhya Prakashani Shankar Dutta, Journalists and film producers 
Ritabrata Bhattacharya, Shyamlendu Mitra, Tochan Ghosh and many others were present.
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ED arrests key accused in passport forgery case 

Fresh bomb threat sparks panic in Kolkata schools Cal HC halts illegal construction 
on wetlands near city outskirts

Mamata vows to repeal 'anti-people' laws,
slams Yogi over Murshidabad remarks

Robert Vadra appears...

‘Will not be cowed down...

Justice BR Gavai recommended..

China now faces up to 245 pc...

Mamata urges INDIA Bloc to unite
against Waqf Amendment Bill

Three jobless youths detained 
outside Sourav Ganguly’s house

Job scam under guise of
central govt employment

From PG 1
Parliament too. This is
misuse of agencies and
this is political vendetta".
Vadra, said he is hopeful
for a resolution. “Nobody
is evading anything. I am
here today… I am expect-
ing a conclusion. I am
waiting for a conclusion”.
When I speak in favour of
the country, I am stopped,
Rahul is stopped from
speaking in  Parliament.
BJP  is doing it. This is a
political vendetta,” he said,
adding, “People love me
and want me to join poli-
tics… When I express my
willingness to join politics,
they bring up old issues to
bring me down and divert
from the real issues…”

Vadra further claimed
that there is no merit to
the case. “There is nothing
in the case. I have been
summoned 15 times and
interrogated for more than
10 hours every time for the
last 20 years. Organising
23000 documents is not
easy,” he said.

Vadra was first sum-
moned by the ED on April
8 but he did not appear.

Once he appears, the
agency is expected to
record his statement under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
the sources said.

He has previously been
questioned by the federal
agency in another money
laundering case. 

From PG 1
PMLA, 2002.Special Judge
Vishal Gogne stated that as
per the submission of the
counsel representing the
ED, the predicate offence–
recorded under complaint
case No. 18/2019–includes
charges under Sections
403, 406, and 420, read
with Section 120(B) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
1860, and is currently
under trial at the Rouse
Avenue Courts in New
Delhi.

The court observed
that under Section 44(1)(c)
of the PMLA, the predicate

offence must be tried in
the same court that has
taken cognisance of the
money laundering offence
under Section 3 of the
PMLA. The court further
noted that both offences–
the predicate offence and
the PMLA offence–must be
adjudicated in the same ju-
risdiction. The National
Herald case is being heard
in a Delhi court. The com-
plaint was filed by BJP
leader Subramanian
Swamy against Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
their associated compa-
nies, and other individuals. 

From PG 1
Gavai practised mainly be-
fore the Nagpur Bench of
the Bombay High Court.
An expert in Constitutional
Law and Administrative
Law, he was the Standing
Counsel for Municipal Cor-
poration of Nagpur, Amra-
vati Municipal Corporation
and Amravati University.
Justice Gavai also ap-
peared regularly for vari-
ous autonomous bodies
and Corporations like
SICOM, DCVL,, and various
Municipal Councils in the
Vidarbha region.  Justice
Gavai was also appointed
as the  Assistant Govern-
ment Pleader and Addi-
tional Public Prosecutor in
the High Court of Judica-

ture at Bombay, Nagpur
Bench, from August 1992
to July 1993. He was ap-
pointed as Government
Pleader and Public Prose-
cutor for the Nagpur Bench
on 17th January, 2000 and
was  elevated as Additional
Judge of the High Court on
14th November, 2003. Jus-
tice Gavai became a per-
manent Judge of the
Bombay High Court on
12th November 2005.He
Presided over Benches
having all types of assign-
ments at the Principal Seat
at Mumbai as well as
Benches at Nagpur, Au-
rangabad and Panaji. He
was Elevated as a Judge of
the Supreme Court of India
on 24th May, 2019. 

From PG 1
agreements. Trump's re-
ciprocal tariffs have led to
a broad-based fall in finan-
cial markets globally, with
markets in every continent
plunging. The reciprocal
tariffs have set off a sell-off
in equities globally, and
the US itself is no excep-
tion. Investors fear that the
moves concerning global
trade may rise inflation,
risking economic growth.

Since assuming office
for his second term, Presi-
dent Trump has reiterated
his stance on tariff reci-
procity, emphasising that
the United States will
match tariffs imposed by
other countries, including
India, to ensure fair trade.

White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt
said "The President has
made his position on China
quite clear. The ball is in
China's court. China needs
to make a deal with us. We
don't have to make a deal
with them." She elabo-
rated, "There's no differ-
ence between China and
any other country, except
they are much larger. She
further added, "The Presi-
dent again has made it
quite clear that he's open
to a deal with China, but
China needs to make a
deal with the United States
of America."

Meanwhile, reacting to
the White House's an-
nouncement  stating China

now faces up to 245 per
cent tariffs on imports to
the US, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said they should ask
the US side for the "spe-
cific tax rate figures."

While addressing a
press briefing in Beijing on
Wednesday, Lin said that
China has repeatedly
stated its solemn position
on the tariff issue. He said
that the tariff war was ini-
tiated by the US and that
Beijing has taken only
counter-measures to pro-
tect its legitimate rights
and interests and interna-
tional fairness and justice,
terming it completely "rea-
sonable and legal."

He noted that tariff and
trade wars have no win-
ner. However, he said that
China does not want to
fight these wars but is not
scared of them. He ex-
pressed China's commit-
ment to joining hands and
removing barriers.

Earlier in a statement
shared on X, Lin Jian
stated, "In a world full of
uncertainties, China re-
mains committed to joining
hands, not throwing
punches; removing barri-
ers, not erecting walls;
promoting connectivity,
not pursuing decoupling."

While sharing the
statement on X, Lin wrote,
"China is the world's mar-
ket and a source of oppor-
tunities for every country." 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo Mamata
Banerjee has strongly as-
serted that once the gov-
ernment changes at the
Centre, the controversial
and allegedly anti-people
laws introduced by the
current BJP regime will
be repealed. Addressing a
gathering amid unrest
triggered by the Waqf
Amendment Act, Banerjee
delivered a clear mes-
sage: “A lot will change in
Delhi in a year. There will
be a new government.
The day BJP is ousted
from power, these anti-
people laws must be over-
turned. We must wait for
a better future.”

Speaking directly to

minority communities,
Banerjee called for re-
straint and patience. “If
problems arise, we must
wait for the right time to
resolve them,” she said,
urging calm while voicing
serious concerns over the
recent legislative actions
by the BJP-led Centre.

Banerjee also ques-
tioned why the BJP gov-
ernment avoided a
constitutional amendment
while altering the Waqf
Act. “If you intended to
change the Waqf Act, why
didn’t you amend the Con-
stitution? You bypassed
that route because it re-
quires two-thirds majority
support,” she said, accus-
ing the Centre of exploit-
ing legislative loopholes.
She also pointed out that

many Hindus have histor-
ically donated land to
Waqf boards, further de-
bunking communal nar-
ratives. Alleging a deeper
conspiracy, Banerjee said,
“You want state Waqf
boards to be dismantled.
How much more power do
you want? You don’t even
have a single-party ma-
jority anymore, yet you
push such divisive poli-
cies. Leaders like Chan-
drababu Naidu and Nitish
Kumar remain silent in
exchange for a little
power.”

Her comments came a
day after Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath blamed her
for the violence in Mur-
shidabad during protests
over the Waqf Act.

Adityanath had re-
marked, “Bengal is burn-
ing, and the Chief
Minister is silent. Rioters
only understand the lan-
guage of the stick.”

In response, Banerjee
hit back sharply: “Yogi is
the biggest 'Bhogi' (mate-
rialist). So many lives
were lost during the Ma-
hakumbh stampede. Peo-
ple die in fake encounters
in Uttar Pradesh. He bans
peaceful rallies. Bengal
still upholds freedom of ex-
pression and peaceful
protest.” The political
crossfire highlights the
growing tensions as the
Waqf Act protests stir un-
rest and fuel a larger na-
tional debate on
secularism, governance,
and civil liberties.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In
a politically sensitive devel-
opment ahead of a major
protest march, three unem-
ployed individuals were de-
tained by police from outside
former Indian cricket cap-
tain SouravGanguly’sBehala
residence on Tuesday. The
individuals, members of the
‘PaschimBangaBanchi-
taChakriprarthi, Chakrijibi O
ChakriharaOikya Mancha’
(West Bengal Forum of De-
prived Jobseekers, Employ-
ees, and Unemployed), had
gone to personally invite
Ganguly to their scheduled
NabannaAbhijan (march to
the state secretariat) on
April 21. According to
sources, the group reached
Ganguly’s residence with
the intention of handing him
a formal invitation and

seeking his support. How-
ever, Ganguly was not pres-
ent at the residence during
the time of their visit. Even
before they could arrive, po-
lice personnel had been de-
ployed at the site. As soon
as the three representatives

of the organization reached
the location, they were in-
tercepted and detained by
officers from Thakurpukur
Police Station.

The detained individu-
als were taken to the police
station for questioning.
Though no formal charges
were immediately pressed,
their sudden detention has
sparked concerns about
freedom of movement and
political expression in the
run-up to the high-stakes
protest.

The group has also is-
sued open invitations to
public figures, including the
parents of children in
Kolkata, urging them to
stand in solidarity during the
April 21 march. Speaking
from the police station, one
of the detained protesters

said, “Sourav da has a cor-
dial relationship with
Hon’ble Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. We hoped he
could convey our plight to
her directly and help us find
a solution. That’s why we
came to invite him.”

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
major case of job fraud has
come to light in Kashipur,
where two individuals were
allegedly duped of Rs 16 lakh
under the false promise of
employment in a central gov-
ernment-run ammunition
and cell factory. The victims
have lodged a formal com-
plaint with the Kashipur Po-
lice Station, triggering a
police investigation into what
could be a multi-crore re-
cruitment scam.

According to police
sources, the accused has
been identified as Mrityunjay
Prasad, a resident of
Baruipur. Prasad allegedly
posed as a high-ranking offi-
cial in the central govern-
ment sector and claimed to
have the authority to offer
jobs through a special quota.
Relying on his convincing
claims and forged creden-
tials, the victims handed over
large sums of money in ex-
change for promised govern-
ment positions.

To make the scam ap-
pear legitimate, Mrityunjay
reportedly provided the vic-

tims with forged appoint-
ment letters and fake identity
cards. Trusting the docu-
mentation, the victims pro-
ceeded to report to their
designated workplaces—
only to discover the shocking
truth. Upon arrival, officials
at the factory denied any
record of their recruitment,
revealing that both the ap-
pointment letters and ID
cards were fraudulent. Fol-
lowing this revelation, the
defrauded individuals filed a
complaint, prompting imme-
diate police action. Investiga-
tors believe that the scope of
the fraud may extend be-
yond these two com-
plainants, and that more
victims may come forward.
Authorities suspect that the
total amount embezzled
could run into crores.

The police have
launched a manhunt for Mri-
tyunjay Prasad, who is cur-
rently absconding. An official
said that if more complaints
surface, all related cases will
be consolidated under a sin-
gle comprehensive investiga-
tion.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a major breakthrough
in the ongoing investiga-
tion into a widespread
passport forgery racket,
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has arrested
another key accused from
the Gede border area in
Nadia district, North 24
Parganas. The individual,
identified as AlokNath, was
taken into custody after
over ten hours of intensive
interrogation. He was sub-
sequently brought to the
ED office at the CGO Com-
plex in Salt Lake for further

questioning and legal pro-
cessing. On Wednesday, a
team of ED officials arrived
at AlokNath’s residence in
Uttarpara, a sensitive zone
near the India-Bangladesh
border. Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) personnel
cordoned off the entire
premises to ensure a se-
cure search operation. ED
officers then entered the
house and conducted an
extensive investigation.

According to sources,
the interrogation lasted
more than ten hours, dur-
ing which numerous docu-

ments were scrutinized. In-
vestigators reportedly
found inconsistencies in
AlokNath’s statements and
discrepancies in the docu-
ments recovered. Based on
these findings, the ED ar-
rested him late in the
evening. AlokNath is be-
lieved to have been associ-
ated with the e-passport
issuance office for several
years. He functioned as an
agent facilitating the cre-
ation of passports and
visas. His role, as per inves-
tigators, was central to the
network that exploited

forged documentation to
generate legitimate-looking
Indian passports. The for-
gery racket was first un-
covered in late 2024 when
police discovered that sev-
eral individuals had ob-
tained passports using
counterfeit documents. A
formal investigation was
launched, gradually expos-
ing the depth and scale of
the operation. Multiple
raids across the state fol-
lowed, leading to the
seizure of forged identity
papers and digital evi-
dence.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Amid the celebra-
tions of Bengali New Year, Kolkata was once
again gripped by bomb scare panic after four
prominent schools in the city received threat-
ening emails claiming bombs had been planted
on their premises. The emails, reportedly sent
from a foreign IP address, have triggered high-
level investigations by the Special Task Force
(STF) and the Intelligence Wing of Kolkata Po-
lice. According to sources at Lalbazar, the
headquarters of Kolkata Police, the threaten-
ing email was received on Monday. The mes-
sage, originating from an international IP,

warned that bombs had been placed in the
buildings of four reputed schools across
Kolkata. Since the day was a public holiday, po-
lice initially kept the matter under wraps to
avoid public alarm. A senior officer from the
Intelligence Division, speaking on condition of
anonymity, stated, “There has been unrest in
several parts of the state recently. In such a
sensitive atmosphere, we aimed to prevent fur-
ther panic by keeping the development confi-
dential during initial verification.” STF officials
revealed that the email included a reference to
Brazilian terrorists, although the credibility of

this claim remains unverified. Authorities are
actively working to trace the origin of the mes-
sage and identify the sender. An FIR has al-
ready been registered, and cyber experts are
currently analyzing the metadata and routing
of the email. As soon as the schools reopened
on Tuesday, bomb disposal squads and sniffer
dog units were immediately deployed to the af-
fected campuses. Extensive searches were con-
ducted, but no explosives were found. Officials
now believe the threat may have been a hoax
aimed at disrupting public peace and trigger-
ing mass hysteria.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Fresh allega-
tions of illegal high-rise construction on re-
claimed wetlands near Kolkata’s outskirts
have drawn judicial intervention. The Cal-
cutta High Court has ordered an immedi-
ate halt to the ongoing construction
activities and directed the Block Land and
Land Reforms Officer (BLLRO) to inspect
the site and submit a detailed report within
a month. The case concerns a local real es-

tate firm accused of illegally filling a wa-
terbody near FoyraBhaban under Rajarhat
Police Station to erect a multi-storey build-
ing. The matter reached the High Court
after public interest litigation was filed by
Prashanta Ghosh. During the hearing, the
Division Bench led by Chief Justice T. S.
Sivagnanam took serious note of the en-
croachment and issued a directive to cease
all construction operations at the site.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, during a meeting with imams, muezzins and religious leaders from the Muslim
community, over the Waqf Amendment Bill, at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata on Wednesday.

Mamata Banerjee

says BJP,...
From PG 1
if it brings good to the coun-
try. But what is their plan? To
engage in riots by using cer-
tain agencies that facilitate
movement of people from
there? I saw a tweet yesterday
quoting Home Ministry
sources that Bangladesh is in-
volved in this. If that is the
case, the Central government
is responsible since BSF
guards the borders, not us.
State government doesn’t have
the responsibility to guard the
borders. Why did they allow
BJP thugs from outside to
come and create chaos before
fleeing the scene? It is a pre-
planned riot," the Chief minis-
ter alleged.  Referring to the
Waqf Act, she asked the Mus-
lim brothers to organise
protests in the national capital
and seek an appointment from
the President and the Prime
Minister over the issue. “Go to
Delhi and do movement. Seek
appointment from the Presi-
dent and PM. Do programmes
in Delhi, stay there. Do your
movement there. I assure
you TMC MPs will be there,"
she said. Meanwhile, a Na-
tional Commission for
Women delegation has de-
cided to visit violence-hit
areas of West Bengal to-
morrow. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee,
during a significant meet-
ing with imams and
muezzins at Netaji Indoor
Stadium on Wednesday,
issued a forceful appeal
to the INDIA alliance to
initiate a nationwide
protest against the re-
cently passed Waqf
Amendment Bill. Describ-
ing the law as “deeply
unjust and divisive,”
Banerjee advised Ben-
gal’s minority leaders to
maintain peace locally
and take their protest to
Delhi instead.

“There is no need for
agitation in Bengal. I am
here to protect your
rights. But go to Delhi
and make your voices
heard. Seek time from
the Prime Minister and
President if necessary,”
Mamata said, underscor-
ing that the real battle-
field against this
legislation lies at the na-
tional level.

She criticised the con-
spicuous silence of NDA

allies such as Chan-
drababu Naidu and Nitish
Kumar on the issue and
called upon leaderships
from all states to stand in
solidarity with the minor-
ity community. “Don’t fall
for BJP’s provocations. If
there is unrest, contain it.
We must protest, but
peacefully and with pur-
pose,” she added.

Addressing the recent
violence in Murshidabad
and Malda, Banerjee dis-
missed BJP’s claim that
Bangladeshi elements
were involved. “BSF
guards the borders. If in-
filtration happened, it is
the Centre’s failure, not
ours,” she retorted,
pointing a finger at the
Union Home Ministry’s
report.

Speaking on the vio-
lence in Murshidabad,
Mamata alleged that the
unrest was incited and
pointed fingers at the
Congress. “The area
where the violence took
place doesn’t fall under
Murshidabad’s parlia-
mentary seat—it’s under

Malda’s constituency,
which is won by the Con-
gress,” she noted, refer-
ring to Congress MP Isha
Khan Choudhury, who
represents Malda South.

She further criticised
the Congress for being
absent during the crisis.
“You win seats during
elections but disappear
when there’s trouble.
That is unacceptable.
Elected representatives
must stand with the peo-
ple when incidents hap-
pen,” she said. She also
claimed that homes of
three Trinamool MLAs
were attacked during the
unrest, questioning, “If
TMC had sparked the vio-
lence, why were the
homes of our legislators
attacked? Even our party
offices were vandalized.”

Her speech strongly
indicated that while Tri-
namool may contest elec-
tions independently, the
party is prepared to unite
on central issues, reaf-
firming its commitment to
the broader goals of the
INDIA alliance.
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Name Change
I,  Paras Patawari (Old Name) S/o
Madan Chand Patawari resident of
456 , G.T. Road (South), Block-A,
14th Floor, Flat-14F, P.O- Shibpur,
Howrah – 711102 have change my
name and henceforth shall be
known as  Paras Mal Patawari
(New Name) as declare before No-
tary Public at Kolkata vide affidavit
dated  16.04.25. Paras Patawari
(Old Name) and Paras Mal
Patawari (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
After accepting Islam on & from
01/01/2025, I, Tania Chakraborty
D/o. Samiran Chakraborty known
everywhere as Tania Bibi. I, Tania
Bibi & Tania Chakraborty D/o.
Samiran Chakraborty is the same
self & one identical person vide
affidavit no. 1111, dt.16/04/2025
before Notary Public, Sadar,
Hooghly Court.

Name Change
I, Riya Basu (old name) W/O Basab
Basu, residing at Vill.- Ganapatipur,
NR Bashirhat High School, SDM
Road, P.O.- Basirhat, Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 743411, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Riya Basu Hari  (new
name) as declared before the no-
tary public at kolkata, dated
16/04/2025. Riya Basu Hari (new
name ) and Riya Basu (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ansar Ali (old name) S/O Late
Ebadali Sha, residing at Ramesh-
war,P.O.- Pindira, P.S.- Kalna,
Purba Bardhaman, Pin- 712146,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Ansar Ali Sha (new
name) as declared before the no-
tary public at kolkata, dated 16/04/
2025. Ansar Ali Sha (new name )
and Ansar Ali (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shiv Sewak Singh (Old Name)
S/O Late Shiv Pratap  Singh,Resid-
ing At Vill-Barsawan,Po-Kandara-
van,Ps- Unchahar, Dist- Raebareli,
Uttar Pradesh, Pin -229404,
India.Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be  Known As
Shiv Sevak Singh (New Name) As
Declared Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 16/04/2025.Shiv
Sewak Singh  (Old Name) And Shiv
Sevak Singh  (New Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Santoshi Debi (old name) W/O
Adyanand Pandey, residing at
Near Shib Mandir Laxmipur Molla
Pota, Keota, P.O.- Sahaganj, P.S.-
Chinsurah, Dist.- Hooghly, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Santoshi Debi Pandey
(new name) as declared before
the 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
at Hooghly, Chinsurah, dated
16/04/2025 Santoshi Debi Pandey
(new name ) and Santoshi Debi
(old name ) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Gobindo Das, S/O Sudhir Das,R/O
Raja Rammohan Path,Nabana-
gar,North Dum Dum,Ps-Nimta,Bi-
rati Nimta North 24 Parganas- 700
051, West Bengal, Shall Hence forth
Be Known As Gobinda Das,Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 16/04/2025,
That Gobindo Das And Gobinda
Das All Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Chanda Dutta, W/O Sumon
Dutta,R/O 64,Sahid Ananta Dutta
Sarani,North Dum Dumdum,Bar-
rackpore,Ps-Nimta-700081,West
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Chanda Dutta Chowdhury,Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 16/04/20
25,That Chanda Dutta And Chanda
Dutta Chowdhury All Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ashoke Lal Mitra (old name) S/O
Sankar Lall Mitra, residing at
59B/2, Baghbazar Street, P.O.-
Baghbazar, P.S.- Shyampukur, Pin-
700003, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ashoke Lall
Mitra (new name) as declared be-
fore the notary public at kolkata,
dated 16/04/2025. Ashoke Lall
Mitra (new name ) and Ashoke Lal
Mitra (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Subrat Kumar Behara (Old name),
S/O Srinivas Behera residing at
7/1A,Short Street, Kolkata, Pin-
700017,  West Bengal, India, I have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Subrat Kumar
Behera (new name) as declared be-
fore the 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
at Kolkata on 05/04/20 25. Subrat
Kumar Behera (new name) and
Subrat Kumar Behara (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Ritu Sanjay Surana & Ritu
Surana (Old names), W/O Sanjay
Surana, residing at 42B Shake-
speare Sarani, 53 Shalimar Apart-
ment, Kolkata- 700017, West
Bengal, India, I have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Ritu Jain (new name) as
declared before the Notary Public
at Kolkata on 16/04/2025. Ritu
Jain (new name) and Ritu Sanjay
Surana & Ritu Surana (old names)
all are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjay Surana/Sanjay gulab
chand surana(Old name), S/O Gulab
Chand Surana, residing at 42B
Shakespeare Sarani, 53 Shalimar
Apartment, Kolkata- 700017, West
Bengal, India, I have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sanjay Kumar Surana
(new name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata on 16/04/
2025. Sanjay Kumar Surana (new
name) and Sanjay surana/ Sanjay
gulab chand surana  (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Lala Shourav Dey & Lala Sourav
Dey (Old names), S/O Lala
Ramaprasanna Day, residing at
2/13, Vidyasagar, Kolkata – 7000
86, West Bengal, India, I have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Lala Sourav
Kanti Dey (new name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata
on 16/04/2025. Lala Sourav Kanti
Dey (new name) and Lala Shourav
Dey & Lala Sourav Dey (old names)
all are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Mainuddin (Old name), S/O
Azmat Hussain, residing at Vill.-
Majhaulia, Muzaffarpur, Bihar,
843104, India, I have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sk Moinuddin (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata on 16/04/
2025. Sk Moinuddin (new name)
and Sk Mainuddin (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Nurhasan (old name), S/O Md
Kausar Seikh residing at Village+
Post Office-Tentulia Pin-743286,
North 24 Parganas,  West Bengal,
India, I have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Nur
Hasan Seikh (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at
Kolkata on 09/04/ 2025. Nur Hasan
Seikh (new name) and Md
Nurhasan (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
After accepting Islam on & from
28/03/2025, I, Laxmi Sau D/o.
Akbar Ali R/o. Bhushnara, Khal-
isani, Chandernagore, Hooghly-
712135 known everywhere as
Tahirunnesa. I, Tahirunnesa &
Laxmi Sau D/o. Akbar Ali is the
same self & one identical person
vide affidavit no. 1599, dt.16/04/
2025 before Notary Public, Sadar,
Hooghly Court.

Name Change
I, Md Taqi Alam, s/o Wali Alam, re-
siding at 155/H/8, Kesab Chandra
Sen Street,Dist-Kolkata,West Ben-
gal 700009.In some documents of
my daughter Rozi Begum ,my
name has been recorded as Md
Taki Alam ,Shekh Taqui Alam ,in-
stead of Md Taqi Alam.So vide af-
fidavit before the Ld.1st class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore on
02/01/2025 do and hereby affirm
and declare that Md Taqi Alam,
Shekh Taqui Alam & Md Taki Alam
is same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Km Neetika & Km Nitika Singh
(Old Name) Wife Of Mayank
Singh,Residing At Natural City
Lake Town,Block-9,Flat-9b,1204,
Dakshindhari Road,Lake Town,
Po-Sreebhumi,Dist-24 Parganas
(North),Pin-700048,West Bengal,
India.Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be  Known
As Neetika Singh(New Name) As
Declared Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 16/04/2025 Km
Neetika  And Km Nitika Singh (Old
Name) And Neetika Singh (New
Name) All Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kartick Jana (Old Name) S/O
Mohan Jana, Residing At Vill-
Udaychak,Po-Bhuta,Ps-Daspur,
Dist-West Medinipur, Pin- 721211,
West Bengal, India. Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Kartik Jana (New Name)
As Declared Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 16/04/20
25.Kartick Jana (Old Name) And
Kartik Jana (New Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dharmendra Roy (old name) S/O
Rajendra Prasad Roy, residing at
12A, Rajendra Lal Street, P.S.-
Narkeldanga, Kolkata- 700006,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Dharmendra Kumar
Roy (new name) as declared be-
fore the notary public at kolkata,
dated 16/04/2025. Dharmendra
Kumar Roy (new name) and
Dharmendra Roy (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Farzana Bibi (old name) W/O Sk
Khairul, residing at Rabindra
Nagar, Kankhuli, Maheshtala (M),
P.O.- Bidhangarh, P.S.- Rabindra
Nagar, Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin-
700066, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Farzana Khatoon
(new name) as declared before the
notary public at kolkata, dated
16/04/2025. Farzana Khatoon (new
name ) and Farzana Bibi (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Salima Bibi (old name) W/O Md
Abdul Hannan, residing at Mo-
barekpur, P.O.- Lauhati, P.S.- Ra-
jarhat, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin-
700135, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Salima Khatun
Bibi (new name) as declared before
the notary public at kolkata, dated
16/04/2025. Salima Khatun Bibi
(new name) and Salima Bibi (old
name) both are same and identical
person.

Name Change
I, Gargi Chakrabarti (old name)
W/O Sandeep Mitra, residing at
Flat 2D, Block-3, Rohra Address
Apartment, Street No.73, Block-
AA, New Town Action Area 1, P.S.-
New Town, Bidhannagar, North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700156, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Gargi Chakraborty (new name) as
declared before the notary public
at kolkata, dated 16/04/2025. Gargi
Chakraborty (new name) and Gargi
Chakrabarti (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Anjila Bibi (old name) W/O
Abdul Hamid Mondal, residing at
Hatpukur, P.O. & P.S.- Memari,
Dist- Purba Bardhaman, Pin-
713146, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Anjila
Khatun Mondal (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at
kolkata, dated 16/04/2025. Anjila
Khatun Mondal (new name ) and
Anjila Bibi (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sufia Begum (old name) W/O
Mazharul Haque, residing at
6/H/17, Moulana Md Ali Road, P.S.-
Ekbalpore, Kolkata- 700023, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Safia Begum (new name)
as declared before the notary pub-
lic at kolkata, dated 16/04/2025.
Safia Begum (new name) and Sufia
Begum (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Arshad Khan (old name) S/O
Late Md Anwar Khan, residing at
G-97/A, Battikal 1st Lane, Garden
Reach, Kolkata- 700024, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Mohammad Arshad
Khan (new name) as declared be-
fore the notary public at kolkata,
dated 16/04/2025. Mohammad
Arshad Khan (new name ) and Ar-
shad Khan (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Debashish Paul, Son Of Sukumar
Paul, Residing At 83/2,Nikhil Aich
Sarani,Rabindranagar,South Dum-
dum, North 24parganas - 700065,
Shall Henceforth Be Known As De-
bashis Paul Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 16/04/ 2025.That 
Debashish Paul And Debashis Paul
Both Are The Same And One Iden-
tical Person.

Name Change
I, Farheen Ahmad (old name),
wife of Mohammed Ershad Ahmed
& daughter of Asit Das, residing at
22/A Kumarjala Road Serampore,
Chandannagar, Pin- 712203,  West
Bengal, India, I have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Rinku Das (new name)
as declared before the notary pub-
lic at Kolkata on 16/04/2025.
Rinku Das (new name) and
Farheen Ahmad (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sharuk Ali (old name) S/O Ansar
Ali Sha, residing at Rameshwar,
P.O.- Pindira, P.S.- Kalna, Purba
Bardhaman, Pin- 712146, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Shahrukh Ali Sha (new
name) as declared before the no-
tary public at kolk ata, dated
16/04/2025. Shah rukh Ali Sha
(new name) and Sharuk Ali 
(old name) both are same and
identical person.

Additional 6400  berths to be gener-
ated by running of Malda Town –

Digha - Malda Town Summer Special
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Additional 6400 berths will
be generated by running of
Malda Town – Digha -
Malda Town  Summer spe-
cial train to clear the extra
rush of passengers. The
Malda Town -Digha Spe-
cial is a boon for travelers
who want to escape the
hustle and bustle of city
life and enjoy the serene
beauty of Digha's beaches
during summer season.
Recognizing the significant
demand for travel during
this summer season,  East-
ern Railway aims to pro-
vide convenient and
comfortable transportation
options for passengers.
The increased demand for
travel during this season
often leads to challenges in
securing train tickets.
Eastern Railway has de-
cided to run  03465/03466
Malda Town – Digha -
Malda Town Summer spe-
cial.

03465 Malda Town –
Digha Summer  Special
will leave Malda Town at
13:10 hrs. on every Satur-
day between 19.04.2025 &
14.06.2025 (09 trips) to
reach Digha at 02:00 hrs.
on the next day  and 03466
Digha - Malda Town Sum-
mer Special will leave
Digha at 05:00 hrs. on
every Sunday between
20.04.2025 & 15.06.2025
(09 trips) to reach Malda
Town at 18:30 hrs. on the
same day. The train will
stop at Rampurhat,
Sainthia, Andal, Asansol,
Adra, Bankura, Bishnupur,
Midnapore, Kharagpur,
Panskura, Tamluk and
Kanthi stations enroute in
both directions. The train
will have General Second
Class, Sleeper Class & Air-
Conditioned accommoda-
tions. The date of booking
of 03465 Malda Town –
Digha Summer   Special
will be notified shortly.

affidavit
I, Shobha, D/o Rajan, aged 22
years, residing at Nithari Sector -
31, P.O. Noida, District Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh –
201301, have voluntarily converted
from Hinduism to Islam without
any pressure or influence. I have
adopted Islam with full faith and
devotion. After conversion, I have
assumed a new name: Asifa Kha-
toon. Henceforth, I shall be known
as Asifa Khatoon for all purposes.

Howrah Division 
completes 100 Glorious

Years Of Service

MI News Service, Howrah:
Shri Sanjeev Kumar, Divi-
sional Railway Manager,
Howrah, addressed a
press meet today
(16.04.2025) at the Confer-
ence Hall to mark the com-
pletion of 100 Glorious
Years of Service of Howrah
Division. He also briefed
the media about the ongo-
ing infrastructural devel-
opments in the Division.
On this occasion, the offi-
cial logo commemorating
“100 Glorious Years of
Service” was formally un-
veiled. The
event was
graced by the
presence of Ad-
ditional Divi-
sional Railway
Manager (Oper-
ations), Addi-
tional Divisional
Railway Man-
ager (Administration), and
senior branch officers of
Howrah Division.Howrah
Division of Eastern Rail-
way completes 100 years
of service in 2025. In a his-
toric development on 1st
January 1925, the admin-
istration of the erstwhile
East Indian Railway was
taken over by the British
Indian Government, lead-
ing to the formation of six
divisions, including
Howrah.The DRM in-
formed the media about a

series of month-long cele-
bratory events planned to
mark the centenary, which
include running of EMU
trains featuring heritage
photographs inside
coaches, heritage-themed
painting of a Rajdhani Ex-
press locomotive, release
of a commemorative postal
stamp and cachet, inaugu-
ration of the new DRM
Building, RPF Barracks,
and a CT Scan facility for
staff welfare at Howrah
Orthopaedic Hospital, or-
ganization of “Prabhat
Pheri” and cleanliness
drives including Shram-
daan at various stations
across the Division.Shri
Sanjeev Kumar, Divisional
Railway Manager/Howrah
also elaborated on key in-
frastructure projects to be
undertaken by Howrah Di-
vision in the next 2–3
years, along with their ten-
tative timelines. He out-

lined the
vision and
future goals
of the Divi-
sion and as-
sured that
every effort
is being
made to fur-
ther en-

hance passenger amenities
and operational effi-
ciency.Several journalists,
and representatives from
leading news channels at-
tended the press confer-
ence. All queries from the
media were duly ad-
dressed by Divisional Rail-
way Manager /Howrah,
who reiterated the Divi-
sion’s commitment to serv-
ice excellence and
innovation as it embarks
on its next century of oper-
ations.

Eastern Railway to Augment Additional
General Second Class Coaches to Accom-

modate Extra Rush of Passengers
MI News Service, Kolkata:   In order to accommodate the
increased rush of passengers and ensure a more com-
fortable travel experience, Eastern Railway has decided
to augment additional General Second Class coaches in
several Passenger trains under its jurisdiction.

The augmentation will be implemented on a perma-
nent basis in the following trains:

Trains to Run with 12 General Second Class Coaches
After Augmentation:

Only One Pair Bandel –
Katwa Local to be  Short
Originated/ Short Ter-
minated for Track Main-
tenance Work over
Howrah Division
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Due to track maintenance
work on Down Main line be-
tween Dainhat & Dhatri-
gram stations  in Bandel
–Katwa section, 180 minutes
Traffic & Power block has
been planned for 14 days
from 16.04.2025 (Wednes-
day) to 05.05.2025 (Monday)
intermittently (except
Thursday & Sunday). Ac-
cordingly,  Railway decided
to cancel  37749/37748 Ban-
del – Katwa – Bandel local
for 14 days which was in-
formed earlier through
Press Release, has been
modified as under.

37749 Bandel – Katwa
local  will be short termi-
nated at Dhatrigram on
those days. 37748 Katwa –
Bandel local will be short
originated from Dhatrigram
on those days.

Congress members stage a protest after the Enforcement Directorate filed a chargesheet
against Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia Gandhi and LoP in the Lok Sabha
and party leader Rahul Gandhi in the National Herald case, in New Delhi.

USA top trading partner
of India for 4th straight yr 
MI News Service, New
Delhi/Washington: The US
remained India's largest
trading partner for the
fourth consecutive year in
2024-25 with bilateral
trade valued at USD
131.84 billion, while the
country's trade deficit with
China widened to USD 99.2
billion during the same pe-
riod, government data
showed. In the last fiscal,
India's exports to China
contracted 14.5 per cent to
USD 14.25 billion as
against USD 16.66 billion
in 2023-24. The imports,
however, rose by 11.52 per
cent in 2024-25 to USD
113.45 billion against USD
101.73 billion in 2023-24.
The trade deficit with
China has widened by
about 17 per cent to USD
99.2 billion in the last fis-
cal from USD 85.07 billion
in 2023-24. China contin-
ues to be the second
largest trading partner of
India with USD 127.7 bil-
lion two-way commerce in
2024-25 as compared to
USD 118.4 billion in 2023-
24. According to the com-
merce ministry data, China
was India's top trading
partner from 2013-14 till
2017-18 and also in 2020-
21. Before China, the UAE
was the country's largest
trading partner. The US
has been the largest part-
ner since 2021-22.

During the last fiscal,
the UAE with USD 100.5
billion was the third
largest trading partner of
India. In the last fiscal,
India's exports to the US

rose by 11.6 per cent to
USD 86.51 billion as
against USD 77.52 billion
in 2023-24. The imports
were up by 7.44 per cent
in 2024-25 to USD 45.33
billion against USD 42.2
billion in 2023-24.

The trade surplus with
America has touched USD
41.18 billion in the last fis-
cal from USD 35.32 billion
in 2023-24.

In 2024, India's main
exports to the US included
drug formulations and bio-
logicals (USD 8.1 billion),
telecom instruments (USD
6.5 billion), precious and
semi-precious stones (USD
5.3 billion), petroleum
products (USD 4.1 billion),
gold and other precious
metal jewellery (USD 3.2
billion), ready-made gar-
ments of cotton, including
accessories (USD 2.8 bil-
lion), and products of iron
and steel (USD 2.7 billion).
Imports included crude oil
(USD 4.5 billion), petro-
leum products (USD 3.6
billion), coal, coke (USD
3.4 billion), cut and pol-
ished diamonds (USD 2.6
billion), electric machinery
(USD 1.4 billion), aircraft,
spacecraft and parts (USD
1.3 billion), and gold (USD
1.3 billion). The bilateral
trade between India and
the US is expected to get a
boost in the coming years
as both are negotiating a
trade agreement. The aim
is to increase two-way
commerce in goods and
services to USD 500 billion
by 2030 from USD 191 bil-
lion at present.

Housing sales fall 19% in
Jan-Mar across top 8 cities

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Housing sales declined 19
per cent annually in Janu-
ary-March across eight
major cities to 98,095 units
on high prices and lower
launches, according to
PropTiger. Real estate con-
sultant PropTiger, which is
part of REA India that also
owns Housing.com, on
Wednesday noted that rising
property prices and slowing
growth forced buyers to ex-
ercise caution. In its report
'Real Insight', PropTiger also
mentioned that new supply
dropped 10 per cent in the
first quarter of the calendar
year, as developers adjusted
with the market situation.
"The huge spike in prices
had already started to show
its adverse impact on sales.
With a global trade war now
bringing new uncertainty, it
is only natural for buyers to
adopt a cautious approach
to investment, particularly in
something so big as real es-
tate," said Dhruv Agarwala,
Group Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Housing.com and
PropTiger. As per the
PropTiger data, housing
sales in Ahmedabad fell 17
per cent to 10,730 units in
January-March from 12,915
units in the year-ago period.

In Bengaluru, however, sales
rose 13 per cent to 11,731
units from 10,381 units.
Chennai too saw an increase
of 8 per cent in housing sales
to 4,774 units from 4,427
units. Bengaluru and Chen-
nai were the only two cities
which saw higher sales.
Housing sales in Delhi-NCR
fell 16 per cent to 8,477 units
from 10,058 units. Hyder-
abad saw a 26 per cent de-
cline in sales to 10,647 units
from 14,298 units, while
Kolkata witnessed a 1 per
cent fall to 3,803 units from
3,857 units. Housing sales in
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR) decreased 26
per cent to 30,705 units
from 41,594 units. In Pune,
the sales of residential prop-
erties declined 25 per cent to
17,228 units during Janu-
ary-March 2025 from
23,112 units in the same pe-
riod last year. 
New supply declined 10 per
cent to 93,144 units from
1,03,020 units during the
period under review. Delhi-
NCR includes Gurugram,
Noida, Greater Noida,
Ghaziabad and Faridabad.
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion includes Mumbai, 
Navi Mumbai and Thane
markets. 

Govt to mobilise Rs
8 lakh cr via bonds 
MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Centre plans to
raise Rs 8 lakh crore
through dated securities
during April-September
period of 2025-26 to fund
the revenue gap, the fi-
nance ministry said.

Out of gross market
borrowing of Rs 14.82 lakh
crore estimated for 2025-
26, Rs 8 lakh crore, or 54
per cent, is planned to be
borrowed in the first half
(H1) through issuance of
dated securities, including
Rs 10,000 crore of Sover-
eign Green Bonds (SGrBs),
an official statement said.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Budget
proposed to borrow Rs
14.82 lakh crore by issuing
dated securities to meet
revenue shortfall in the
next financial year.

Gems, jew-
ellery exports
dip 11.72% 
MI News Service, New Delhi:
India’s overall gems and
jewellery exports declined
11.72 per cent to $28.5 bil-
lion (around ₹2.41 lakh
crore) in 2024-25 compared
with the previous financial
year on continued geopoliti-
cal tensions, according to the
Gem & Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC).
The overall gems and jew-
ellery exports stood at $32.2
billion (₹2.67 lakh crore) in
2023-24, according to
GJEPC data.

However, in March, the
exports improved slightly,
witnessing a growth of 1.02
per cent at $2,582.97 million
(₹22,340.89 crore) com-
pared with $2,556.97 mil-
lion (₹21,228.71 crore) in the
same month of the previous
year.

“The decline in gems
and jewellery exports is
mainly due to the continuous
dip in demand in China as
well as the US, India’s key
export markets, due to the
ongoing geopolitical ten-
sions. Also, the correction in
rough diamond prices by 10-
15 per cent impacted the
value, causing the overall
decline in exports,” GJEPC
chairman Kirit Bhansali told
PTI.

The overall exports of
cut and polished diamonds
dipped 16.75 per cent to
$13,292.0 million (₹1.12
lakh crore) compared with
$15,967.02 million (₹1.32
lakh crore) for the same pe-
riod of the previous year.
The export of polished lab-
grown diamonds for the pe-
riod of April 2024-March
2025 declined 9.64 per cent
at $1,267.26 million
(₹10,716.13 crore) from
$1,402.44 million (₹11,612.
36 crore) in the previous
year. Total gold jewellery ex-
ports during FY25 showed a
decline of 0.11 per cent at
$11,215.46 million (₹94,937.
78 crore) against $11,227.72
million (₹93,0 66.82 crore) in
FY24. Silver jewellery exports
in FY25 dipped 40.58 per cent
at $961.79 million (₹8,115.32
crore) compared with
$1,618.63 million (₹13,424.4
crore) in the previous year.

Retail inflation
drops to near 6-yr
low in Mar 
MI News Service, New Delhi:
Retail inflation touched a
near six-year low of 3.34
per cent in March, fuelled by
falling vegetable prices. The
easing of Consumer Price
Index (CPI) inflation has
given the requisite room for
a consumption boost, which
is expected to aid the coun-
try’s economic growth. CPI
inflation was 3.61 per cent
in February and 4.85 per
cent in March last year. Dur-
ing March, a sharp decline
of 106 basis points was ob-
served in food inflation com-
pared with February 2025.
Food inflation in March
2025 is the lowest after No-
vember 2021. “The signifi-
cant decline in headline
inflation and food inflation
during March 2025 is
mainly attributed to the de-
cline in inflation of vegeta-
bles, eggs, pulses and
products, meat and fish, ce-
reals and products and milk
and products,” a statement
from the Union ministry of
statistics and programme
implementation (MOSPI)
said. The key items having
the lowest year-on-year in-
flation in March were ginger
(-38.11 per cent).
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MI News Service,   
Srinagar:  A political storm 
has erupted in Jammu and 
Kashmir following revela-
tions from former R&AW 
chief A.S. Dulat’s upcoming 
book, The Chief Minister 
and the Spy, in which he 
claims veteran politician 
and National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah 
privately supported the ab-
rogation of Article 370.

Farooq Abdullah dis-
missed the claims as fic-
tion. “Dulat sahab’s book 
is full of so many inaccu-
racies, I can’t even begin 
to describe them,” he said. 
“It’s unfortunate — if he re-
ally considers me a friend, 
then he wouldn’t have writ-
ten such things.”

But the claim, made by 
someone considered close 
to Abdullah, has fuelled 
accusations of hypocrisy, 
betrayal, and political op-
portunism in the valley.

Sajad Lone, president of 
J&K People’s Conference 
and Handwara MLA, called 
the claim “very credible” 
coming from Dulat.

“Dulat sahib is the closest 
ally of and friend of Farooq 
sahib. Virtually his alter 
ego,” Lone wrote on X. “Of 
course NC will deny it. Call 
it yet another conspiracy 

against NC. They have per-
fected playing the victim 
card. I personally am not 
surprised at this revelation. 
It now seems 2024 was a 
prize for services rendered 
in 2019. Of course in na-
tional interest.”

Lone’s comments made 
reference to the August 
4, 2019 meeting between 
Farooq Abdullah, his son 
Omar Abdullah, and the 
Prime Minister, a meeting 
that occurred just before 
the central government 
stripped Jammu and Kash-
mir of its special status.

“I can visualise Farooq 
sahib saying, Humey roney 
deejiye, Aap apna kaam 
karein, hum aap kay Saath 
hain (let us cry, but you go 
ahead with your work we 
are with you),” Lone wrote. 
“The theatre they enact in 
Assembly and outside as-
sembly is in national inter-
est.”

Waheed Para, Pulwama 
MLA and PDP youth leader 
said, “Dulat’s revelations 
today rip off the last re-
maining mask."

“The fiery speeches, the 
staged outrage, the careful-
ly crafted image of ‘fighting 
the BJP’, it was all theatre. 
The truth is harsh but un-
deniable: generation after 

generation, the NC has 
built its political fortunes 
on the back of our dispos-
session,” Para added.

Iltija Mufti, daughter of 
PDP chief Mehbooba Muf-
ti, pointed at Abdullah’s 
absence from Parliament 
on the crucial day of abro-
gation. “With this it’s clear 
that Farooq sahab chose to 
stay in Kashmir instead of 
the Parliament to help nor-
malise the gutting of J&K’s 
constitution & subsequent 
betrayal.”

The J&K Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party’s official 
handle posted a quote at-
tributed to Abdullah from 
the book: “We would have 
helped (pass the proposal). 
Why were we not taken 
into confidence?”

“This sums up every-
thing,” the PDP captioned 
the post.

Former Srinagar mayor 
Junaid Azim Mattu said, 
“Something seems to have 
fallen out of NC’s bag YET 
AGAIN and it does seem to 
be a cat. Commiserations 
to the vulnerable, gullible 
people of Kashmir.”

Tasaduq Hussain, polit-
ical secretary of the J&K 
People’s Conference said, 
“History has a way of re-
vealing truths—eventual-

ly. As Dulat’s book reveals, 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah pri-
vately backed the abro-
gation of Article 370. The 
public stance was just the-
atre. This sums up the du-
plicity we’ve long sensed.”

Tanvir Sadiq, NC chief 
spokesperson and MLA, 
said Dulat is creating a 
controversy to sell his 
book . “In the book, he 
says that the Central Govt 
kept an eye on Farooq 
Abdullah for 7 months. 
I think this is just an at-
tempt to create a contro-
versy. He is trying to sell 
his book, and what better 
than creating a controver-
sy related to Jammu and 
Kashmir? What happened 
in 2019 was a betrayal 
for the people of J&K. We 
believe that was wrong. 
We were the only ones 
who went to the Supreme 
Court to fight against Arti-
cle 370.”

Meanwhile, Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
and Farooq Abdullah's 
son, Omar Abdullah said 
on Tuesday, "We think 
the appropriate time has 
come, six months have 
passed since the Assembly 
elections. I am still hope-
ful that J&K will soon get 
its statehood back."

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Bengal has ranked 
last in the India Justice 
Report (IJR) among the 18 
large states analysed ac-
cording to their capacity to 
deliver justice.

The report ranks states 
by assessing the perfor-
mance of police, prisons, 
legal aid, judiciary and 
state human rights com-
missions (SHRCs), among 
others.

Bengal had secured the 
last place in the previous 
report published in 2022 
as well.

However, this time, the 
state has topped the chart 
on one parameter — the 
performance of the SHRC.

The report, which has 
analysed data from 2022 to 
2025, is a joint endeavour 
of six NGOs and think-tanks 
such as the Centre for So-
cial Justice, Common Cause, 
Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative, Daksh, 
TISS-Prayas and Vidhi Cen-
tre for Legal Policy.

In 2022-23, the SHRC in 
Bengal cleared 96.9 per 
cent of cases, higher than 
the SHRC average of 60.4 
per cent and the NHRC’s 
78.2 per cent. Also, 42.86 
per cent of its investigative 

staff are women, lower only 
than Karnataka with 47.37 
per cent.

Karnataka has topped 
the overall IJR rankings.

The report reveals that 
though the SHRC in Bengal 
has utilised its entire bud-
get and has no vacancies 
in its executive staff, it still 
has 25.5 per cent of total 
vacancies.

The report’s chief edi-
tor, Maja Daruwalla, states 
in the introduction: “In-
cremental improvements 
measured through basic 
metrics such as enhanced 
budget utilisation, advance-
ments in gender diversity, 
and improved case dispos-
al rates, have a significant 
impact on rankings. For in-
stance, West Bengal’s SHRC 
has risen from the bottom 
to first place due to these 
changes.

“However, this does not 
in itself signal an ability to 
deliver quality functional-
ity. For instance, impres-
sively high disposal rates 
of over 80 per cent across 
SHRCs are misleading as 
the figure is mainly made 
up of complaints that are 
rejected at the outset rath-
er than any institutional ef-
fort at comprehensive and 

early resolution of griev-
ances.”

Among seven small 
states, Sikkim topped the 
rankings and Tripura came 
last. Union Territories and 
states where the Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act 
is in force have not been in-
cluded in the ranking.

The report said: “At the 
district court level, no state/
UT except Karnataka could 
fully meet all its SC, ST and 
OBC quotas. Ten states/UTs 
met their OBC quotas. No-
tably, at 50 per cent, Tamil 
Nadu has the second-highest 
percentage of reservation in 
this category and has ful-
filled its quota completely.”

The report states that 
women make up 37.4 per 
cent of all judges, 14 per 
cent at the high courts and 
38 per cent in the lower 
courts. "Between 2022 and 
2025, gender diversity in-
creased by just 1 per cent 
at the high courts and 3 per 
cent at the lower courts…. 
Gujarat is the only state to 
have more women at its 
high court (25 per cent) 
than in its subordinate 
courts (20 per cent) since 
2022. The high courts of 
Meghalaya, Tripura and 
Uttarakhand record no 

women on their benches, 
but register a high share of 
women in their subordinate 
courts,” the IJR adds.

Between 2020 and 2024, 
pending cases have risen 
by almost 20 per cent, the 
report said. "Meanwhile, 
judge vacancies at the 
high courts and district 
courts have changed little 
and continue to now hov-
er around 33 per cent and 
21 per cent, respectively. 
Staff vacancies essential to 
providing administrative 
support increased slightly 
to around 27 per cent.... 
Measured by population, 
India averages one high 
court judge for 18.7 lakh 
population and one sub-
ordinate court judge for 
69,000 people…. In Bengal, 
the ratio is one judge for 
every 100,000 people," the 
IJR added.

Under the section on po-
lice, the report mentioned 
that Bengal received ₹150 
crore from the Centre and 
itself contributed ₹434 
crore towards modernisa-
tion of the force. However, 
the state “could spend only 
32 per cent of the funds, a 
decrease of 10 percentage 
points over the year be-
fore”, the report added.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Apex drugs regu-
latory body CDSCO has di-
rected drug controllers of all 
states and Union territories 
to stop manufacture, sale 
and distribution of unap-
proved 35 fixed-dose com-
bination drugs that include 
painkillers, nutrition sup-
plements and anti-diabetics.

They have also been asked 
to review their approval 
process for such fixed dose 
combination drugs (FDC) 
and ensure strict compli-
ance of the provisions of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act 
1940 and rules.

FDC drugs are those 
which contain a combina-
tion of two or more active 
pharmaceutical ingredients 
(APIs) in a fixed ratio.

The regulator issued the 
directions after it found 
that certain FDC drugs have 

been licensed for manufac-
ture, sale, and distribution 
without prior evaluation of 
safety and efficacy, posing a 
serious risk to public health 
and safety.

In a communication sent 
on April 11, Drugs Control-
ler General of India (DCGI) 
Dr Rajeev Raghuvanshi re-
ferred to the letter issued by 
his office on January 2013 
where concerns were raised 
regarding the grant of man-
ufacturing licenses for sale 
of FDC drugs that fall un-
der the definition of a "New 
Drug" in the country with-
out due approval from DCGI.

The same concern has 
been raised from time to 
time and multiple letters 
have been issued to the 
respective state licensing 
authorities that granted 
permission for manufactur-
ing and marketing of unap-
proved FDCs. The most re-
cent such letter was issued 
in February this year.

"It has come to the no-
tice of this directorate that 
certain FDC drugs have 
been licensed for manufac-
ture, sale, and distribution 
without prior evaluation of 
safety and efficacy as per 
the provision of NDCT Rules 
2019 under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act 1940. This 
poses a serious risk to public 
health and safety," the letter 
stated.

The approval of such un-
approved FDCs compromis-
es patient safety and may 
lead to adverse drug reac-
tions, drug interactions, and 
other health hazards due 
to the absence of scientific 
validation, the letter under-
lined.

Upon issuance of show 
cause notices to the man-
ufacturers, they have stat-
ed that these licenses were 
granted by the respective 
drug licensing authorities 
and have not violated any 
rules, it said.

This has resulted in a lack 
of uniform enforcement of 
the provision of NDCT Rules 
2019 under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act 1940 across 
the country, the letter point-
ed out.

"In view of the above, all 
state and union territory 
drug controllers are request-
ed to review their approval 
process for such FDCs and 
ensure strict compliance of 
the provisions of the act and 
rules," the letter said.

The letter also listed out 
35 unapproved FDCs which 
were earlier licensed by 
state/ UT drug controllers 
for manufacture, sale, and 
distribution without evalu-
ation of safety and efficacy 
by Central Drugs Standard 
Organisation (CDSCO) and 
later on cancelled by Drug 
Licensing Authorities (SLAs) 
or voluntarily surrendered 
by manufacturers following 
the issuance of show cause 
notices for reference.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Union Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on 
Wednesday said that Manipur 
is not a case where the cen-
tral government can be put to 
the test and that the situation 
in the state is coming back to 
normal.

In an interview with ANI, 
Rijiju said the government 
cannot be blamed for the de-
bate concerning President's 
Rule in Manipur having been 
taken up late at night in Par-
liament, saying the opposition 
wanted more time for the de-
bate on the Waqf Amendment 
Bill.

"Initially, I said we could 
take six hours' discussion (on 
the Waqf Amendment Bill) 

because enough has been de-
liberated in the JPC. Whatever 
we have to say, let us discuss 
for six hours. Finally, I agreed 
for eight hours. But the opposi-
tion kept on insisting 12 hours 
beyond, saying that the chair 
should take the sense of the 
house and discuss for a longer 
period of time and we acceded 
to it. So, it is not our fault that 
the Manipur case came right 
after the Waqf Amendment 
Bill. As Lok Sabha passed the 
bill at midnight, we only had 
one day left in Rajya Sabha," 
the Union Minister said.

He said it was a constitu-
tional obligation to under-
take the ratification process 
of President's Rule in two 
months.

"If we don't take up imme-
diately, then it is a constitu-
tional obligation that within 
two months, the ratification 
has to take place when there 
is a proclamation of Presi-
dent's Rule. After six months, 
it has to be extended through 
the discussion in the Parlia-
ment. Parliament has to pass 
it. So these are constitutional 
requirements. Nobody should 
blame that we took up the 
Manipur case at midnight," he 
added.

Answering a query, Rijiju 
said while there was an inci-
dent in Manipur, states in the 
northeast were seeing rapid 
progress.

"After 2014 northeast is 
seeing the true light of devel-

opment. Barring the Manipur 
incident every other north-
eastern region is having an 
era of peace, tranquillity and 
development. Manipur issue is 
not a case where the govern-
ment can be put to the test. 
We are not at fault. Before we 
came to power in 2014, Ma-
nipur used to face blockades, 
ethnic war, ethnic conflicts, 
so many incidents happening 
and state used to be under 
this kind of violence for years, 
where thousands have already 
lost their life," Rijiju said.

He also referred to the op-
position's demand for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to vis-
it Manipur and to the violence 
the state had witnessed before 
the Modi government came to 

power at the Centre.
"Did we ever say that the 

Prime Minister should go 
there? Why Manipur is hap-
pening? Those initial days, all 
the struggle in the Manipur, 
all the undergrounds, the mil-
itants, they were against the 
state. This incident in Manipur 
is not against the state. This is 
neither a creation of the Cen-
tral government nor this fight 
is against the Government of 
India. It is between two broth-
ers," he said.

He stated that the trigger 
point of the ethnic clashes was 
an outcome of the judicial pro-
nouncement, which said that a 
particular community should 
be given Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
status.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  Aviation regulator 
DGCA is likely to review the 
framework in place for pilot 
fitness aspects and response 
system at airports in case of 
medical emergencies, ac-
cording to a senior official.
The plan also comes against 
the backdrop of the death of 
an Air India Express pilot 
due to a medical condition 
in the national capital ear-
lier this month soon after 
operating a flight from Sri-
nagar.

The pilot operated the 
flight from Srinagar to Del-
hi and was not feeling well 
after landing at the Delhi 
airport. He was taken to a 
hospital where he died, a 
source had said.

The senior official said 
the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is like-
ly to review the framework 
to assess pilot fitness, med-
ical emergency response 
system at airports and other 
related aspects.

The Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) in this 
regard are likely to be re-
viewed by the watchdog.

Specific details could not 
be immediately ascertained.

Last week, the Airline 
Pilots' Association of India 
(ALPA) said there is an ur-
gent need to put in place 
transparent regulations 
that prioritise rest for pilots, 
safety and humane schedul-
ing practices.

ALPA, which claims to 
represent around 800 pilots 
of various domestic airlines, 
is part of the International 
Federation of Airline Pilots' 
Association (IFALPA).

The association had also 
said the untimely death of 
the Air India Express pilot 
raises troubling questions 
about pilot welfare, mental 
health, and working condi-
tions in the Indian aviation 
industry.

Further, the grouping 
had stressed the need for 
having comprehensive men-
tal health support systems 
within airline organisations 
and not merely as checkbox-
es but as active, accessible, 
and stigma-free services.

Meanwhile, airlines are 
set to implement the revised 
norms on duty and rest 
hours for pilots in a phased 
manner starting July 1 that 
will provide more rest hours 
for pilots.

MI News Service,  Mum-
bai :  In a first, Indian Rail-
ways has installed an ATM 
on a trial basis -- on the 
Manmad-CSMT Panchvati 
Express in Maharashtra.

Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw has shared a video of 
the ATM on a train on his X 
timeline.

ATM On Wheels initiative 
is in accordance with the 
Railway Board's directive 
to explore innovative meth-
ods to boost railway revenue 
through non-fare revenue.

A meeting was held with 
all potential vendors on 
March 25, 2025. During 
the meeting, the concept of 
installing mobile ATMs on 
trains was proposed.

Similarly, a trial run was 
conducted on April 10, 2025, 
on 12110 Manmad-CSMT 
Panchvati Express. The mini 
pantry space was converted 
by the mechanical team into 
an ATM installation area.

"The ATM was properly 
secured for its maiden jour-
ney with rubber pads and 
bolts for vibration isolation. 
Two fire extinguishers have 
also been provided in the al-
lotted space," railways said.

In the quest to Viksit 
Bharat 2047, Indian Rail-
ways continued its transfor-
mative journey, paving the 
way for a new era of mod-

ernization and progress.
With a strong focus on 

meeting world class travel 
experience, boosting freight 
efficiency, and adopting ad-
vanced technologies, the 
Railways has solidified its 
role as a catalyst for nation-
al growth.

Modern stations, state-
of-the-art trains, and inno-
vative safety systems are 
reshaping the landscape of 
rail travel.

Under 'Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme', 1,337 stations 
have been identified for re-
development.

Indian Railways achieved 
6,450 km of complete track 
renewal, 8,550 turnout re-
newals, and raised speeds to 
130 kmph over 2,000 km in 
2024

Indian Railways electri-
fied 3,210 Rkm in 2024, 
extending the electrified BG 
network to 97 per cent with 
renewable energy capacity 
reaching 2,014 MW.

A record 136 Vande 
Bharat trains and the first 
Namo Bharat Rapid Rail 
were introduced, alongside 
21,513 special train trips 
during peak seasons.

10,000 Locos being 
equipped with Kavach safety 
technology, 9000 technicians 
trained and bids invited for 
15,000 Rkm. 

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  The government 
plans to take up 50 airport 
development projects, in-
cluding new airports, in the 
next five years as holistic 
efforts are being made to 
boost the country's aviation 
ecosystem.

Currently, there are 159 
operational airports in the 
country and the number has 
doubled compared to 74 in 
2014.

Civil Aviation Secretary 
Vumlunmang Vualnam on 
Wednesday said efforts 
are being made in a holis-
tic manner to develop the 
aviation ecosystem, includ-
ing supporting airlines and 
scaling up flying training 
organisations.

In five years, the plan is 
to have 50 airport develop-
ment projects.

This will include new air-
ports as well as significantly 
enhancing existing airports, 

he said.
While emphasising that 

the government is focused 
on Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) for development 
of airports, the secretary 
said there is also a "well-
oiled mechanism" for land 
acquisition for airport proj-
ects.

Land for airports are pro-
vided by the respective state 
governments.

He was speaking at the 
ACI Asia Pacific & Middle 
East Regional Assembly in 
the national capital.

Airports Council Interna-
tional (ACI) represents air-
ports.

An analysis by ACI Asia 
Pacific & Middle East 
showed that capital expen-
diture worth USD 240 billion 
will be required for brown-
field and greenfield airports 
in the region.India is one of 
the world's fastest growing 
civil aviation markets.

MI News Service,  New 
Delhi:  The Chief Justice 
of India, Sanjiv Khanna 
has officially recommended 
Justice Bhushan Ramkrish-
na Gavai as his successor, 
forwarding the proposal 
to the law ministry as part 
of the formal appointment 
process. Currently, Justice 
Gavai holds the position of 
the senior-most judge in the 
Supreme Court, after CJI 
Khanna.

Justice Gavai is set to 
assume office as the 52nd 
Chief Justice of India on 
May 14, succeeding CJI 
Khanna, who will retire on 
May 13. President Droupadi 
Murmu will administer the 
oath of office.

Justice Gavai's tenure 
as Chief Justice will span 
approximately six months, 
concluding with his retire-
ment in November 2025.

Gavai was born on No-
vember 24, 1960, at Amra-
vati. He joined Bar on 16th 
March, 1985. Worked with 
late Bar Raja S Bhonsale, 
former Advocate Gener-
al and Judge of the High 
Court, till 1987. He prac-
tised independently at the 
Bombay High Court from 
1987 to 1990. After 1990, 
practised mainly before the 
Nagpur Bench of the Bom-
bay High Court.

Gavai practised in Consti-
tutional Law and Adminis-
trative Law. He was Stand-
ing Counsel for Municipal 
Corporation of Nagpur, Am-
ravati Municipal Corpora-
tion and Amravati Univer-
sity. Appeared regularly for 
various autonomous bodies 
and Corporations like SI-
COM, DCVL, etc., and var-
ious Municipal Councils in 
the Vidarbha region.

Gavai was also appointed 
as Assistant Government 
Pleader and Additional 
Public Prosecutor in the 
High Court of Judicature 
at Bombay, Nagpur Bench, 
from August 1992 to July 
1993. He was appointed as 
Government Pleader and 
Public Prosecutor for the 
Nagpur Bench on 17th Jan-
uary, 2000. Was elevated 
as Additional Judge of the 
High Court on 14th Novem-
ber, 2003.

Gavai became a perma-
nent Judge of the Bombay 
High Court on 12th Novem-
ber 2005. Presided over 
Benches having all types 
of assignments at the Prin-
cipal Seat at Mumbai as 
well as Benches at Nagpur, 
Aurangabad and Panaji. 
Elevated as a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India 
on 24th May, 2019. Due to 
retire on 23rd November, 
2025. 

MI News Service,   
Ranchi:  Jharkhand Finance 
Minister Radha Krishna 
Kishore on Monday claimed 
that the state received Rs 
5,990.6 crore in grants under 
sub-plans for Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) 
over the past three years since 
2021-22.

He alleged that the central 
government had reduced fund-
ing under the SC and ST sub-
plans over the past decade, 
and the grants allocated to the 
state were meagre in propor-
tion to the population of tribal 
and Dalit communities in the 
state.

"In Jharkhand, the SC pop-
ulation is 39 lakh and the ST 
population is 86 lakh. Be-
tween 2021-22 and 2023-24, 
the state received Rs 3,515.11 
crore under the ST sub-plan 
and Rs 2,475.49 crore under 
the SC sub-plan," Kishore said 
while addressing the media 
at the Congress headquarters 
here.

Article 370: Farooq’s ‘RAW’ deal ignites controversy

Bengal last in justice delivery: India Justice Report 

Centre orders states to halt sale, 
manufacture of 35 fixed-dose comb drugs

Central govt plans 50 
airport projects in 5 yrs

DGCA may review 
framework for pilot fitness

In a first in India, ATM installed 
onboard train on a trial basis

Justice BR Gavai 
recommended as next 
Chief Justice of India

Received Rs 5,990 Cr 
grants under SC, ST 

sub-plans: Jharkhand FM

"Manipur situation coming back to normal...not our fault that 
debate in Parliament came after midnight": Kiren Rijiju
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Washington : US President
Donald Trump said he wants to
give money and an aeroplane tick-
et to any immigrant who is in the
country illegally who chooses to
"self-deport," and work to get
those who are "good" back in the
US, a break from his usual hard-
line immigration rhetoric.

Trump, who campaigned on
a pledge to carry out mass depor-
tations, said in a taped interview
with Fox Noticias that aired
Tuesday that his administration is
focused right now on getting
"murderers" out of the country.
But for others in the US illegally,
he said, he's going to implement
"a self-deportation program."

Trump offered few details
about the plan, including timing,
but said the U.S. would provide
immigrants airfare and a stipend.

"We're going to give them a
stipend. We're going to give them
some money and a plane ticket,
and then we're going to work with
them - if they're good - if we want
them back in, we're going to work
with them to get them back in as
quickly as we can," Trump said.
Fox Noticias interviewer Rachel

Campos-Duffy, who is married to
Transportation Secretary Sean
Duffy, played Trump a clip of a
Mexican man who she said
arrived in the U.S. illegally more
than 20 years ago and has chil-
dren who are American citizens.

It is not clear if the man now

has legal permission to be in the
country, but Campos-Duffy said
the man said that even though he
cannot vote, he would have sup-
ported Trump. She played a clip of
the man saying he agrees that if
someone commits a crime, they
should be returned to their coun-

tries - including himself.
"I look at this man. I say, this

is a guy that we want to keep,"
Trump replied. "I'll probably take
heat for saying it."

He then asked if the man
was supposed to be deported and
answered his own question: "No,
he didn't say that. Good."

"I don't think he's in any
danger of it," Trump said.

The Republican president
also said wants to help hotels and
farms get the workers they need
and recommend people to fill
needed positions.

He said that would be "very
soothing" to farmers and said he
ultimately wants workers who are
in the U.S. illegally to leave and
come back with legal permission,
but he did not outline any steps to
do that.

"We're doing a self-deporta-
tion and we're going to make it
comfortable for people," he said.
"And we're going to work with
those people to come back into
our country legally."

Fox Noticias said the inter-
view with Trump was taped
Monday. 

Singapore : Eighteen individuals,
including construction workers
from India, were recognised with
the Singapore Civil Defence Force
(SCDF) Community Lifesaver
Award for saving 16 children and
six adults from a fire at a
Singapore shophouse last Tuesday
(April 8). Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister PawanKalyan's
seven-year-old son was among
those hurt in the fire at the three-
storey River Valley Road building
which houses a children's enrich-
ment centre run by Newtonshow
Camp.  The children, aged
between six and 10, six adults,
aged between 23 and 55, were
rescued and attended to by the 18
people from within the shophouse
vicinity before the SCDF firefight-
ing team arrived.

A 10-year-old Australian
girl, rescued from the fire, subse-
quently died at one of the hospi-
tals.

"For all fire incidents, espe-
cially this one, time is of the criti-
cal essence. So, we really thank
the members of (the) public who
responded that day, even before
SCDF's arrival," said Colonel
TayZhi Wei, the commander of the
1st SCDF Division.  "You would
have seen in many of the videos
that have been circulating so far

that their bravery, their quick
action and their collective action
really saved lives that day,"
Channel News Asia quoted
Colonel Tay as saying on Tuesday.
The SCDF Community Lifesaver
Award is presented to members of
the public whose actions con-
tributed saving lives and involved
an element of self-risk.  The chil-
dren on the ledge were "shiver-
ing" and "wanted to jump" from
the ledge, and the community
responders shouted at them to
stop, said private-hire driver
Benson Lo who helped to carry
children to safety.  Construction
worker Shakil Mohammad, 35,
was at the top of the step ladder

with fellow construction workers
HasanEmamul, 20, and
ChinnappaKannadasan, 32, who
formed a human chain to carry
the children to safety.

Shakil said initially he tried
to go up to the third storey of the
building but could not make it
past the blaze on the second floor,
and went outside to help. Shakil
took a step ladder from his work-
site nearby when he realised that
the scaffolding other construction
workers had carried to the scene
was not tall enough to reach the
ledge.  There was "no escape"
from the building, said Shakil, and
he saw a child trying to jump from
the ledge. "I (said): 'Don't jump.

I'll help you,'" he said.
Ravi Kumar, a construction

worker from India who assisted
his colleagues in carrying the chil-
dren to the ground, said that he
was thinking of his younger sister
who is around the same age as
them, and started feeling scared.

"I saved lives and I still feel
it today," said Kumar, adding that
the girl who died from the fire was
still stuck in his mind.

"Even when I'm working or
eating, I'm thinking about her and
feel very sad," said the 26-year-
old worker. On Apr 9, Tomato
Cooking School, one of the brands
under Newtonshow, said it was
cooperating with investigations
into the fire. Authorities are inves-
tigating the fire. The 18 individu-
als recognised by SCDF were:
C h i n n a p p a K a n n a d a s a n ;
HasanEmamul; Shakil
Mohammad; Das Taposh;
HasanRajib; Ravi Kumar; Varuvel
C h r i s t o p h e r ;
Gov indara jE langeshwaran;
MuthukumarMugesh; Inderjit
Singh; SivasamiVijayaraj;
N a g a r a j a n A n b a r a s a n ;
Subramanian Saranraj; Islam
Shafiqul; Subramanian
Rameshkumar; Benson Lo;
ShaikAmirudin Bin Kamaludin
and Dr Laura Biffin.

Mumbai, Apr 16 (PTI) In a bid to
decongest Mumbai, the
Maharashtra government is plan-
ning to develop sea routes with
water taxi services in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR), a
state minister has said. A detailed
project report (DPR) for this has
been prepared, Ports Minister
NiteshRane told PTI here on
Tuesday.

''We have seen the success

of Mumbai Metro. On those lines,
we will be starting water taxis in
the MMR. We have already identi-
fied eight to nine routes," he said.

"We have the DPR and are
speaking to international consult-
ants," the minister said.

The government will also
introduce 30-seater electric ves-
sels from the Gateway of India to
Alibaug and the Elephanta Island,
he said. Rane said 15 vessels are

being procured from Candela
Cruise, a Swedish company, and
two of them will arrive in August.

The vessels will reduce pollu-
tion and provide the public trans-
port service with affordable rates.
It will be managed by the
Maharashtra Maritime Board, he
said.  The existing wooden boats
can continue to ply. Commuters
will have a choice, like in the case
of road transport service aggrega-

tors, the minister said. Besides, a
'Ro-Ro (roll on-roll off) service
facility will be provided from
Mazgaon in Mumbai to Malvan in
Sindhudurg district and it will
cover the distance in four-and-a-
half hours. The first service will
start during the Ganpati festival
(later this year), he said. Jetties
are being constructed in
Ratnagiri, Vijaydurg and Malvan
for the service, Rane added.

Sydney : (The Conversation)
Over the past week, the media
have been inundated with news
of the "de-extinction" of the dire
wolf (Aenocyondirus) - a species
that went extinct about 13,000
years ago.  The breakthrough
has been achieved by Colossal
Biosciences, a multibillion-dollar
United States company that
claims their goal is to restore
biodiversity through the de-
extinction of species.

The project is being cele-
brated and marketed as a con-
servation win. But does this tech-
nology really have the best inter-
ests of conservation in mind?

We argue as ecologists that
genetic advancements like these,
while they are major scientific
and technological feats, still risk
minimising the severity of the
current extinction crisis.

Importantly, they take away
focus from proven conservation
efforts that are needed to protect
the biodiversity that remains.

High-tech copies of wolves
First, it is important to

recognise that Romulus, Remus
and Khaleesi, the three "dire
wolf" pups created, are not actu-
ally dire wolves. Colossal carried
out 20 edits in 14 genes of the

grey wolf genome to create their
"dire wolves" using a genetic
technique called CRISPR-Cas9.

The grey wolf's genome is
2,447,000,000 individual bases
long. Would we consider a chim-
panzee, with which we share
98.8% of our genome, to be
human after 20 edits?    

The reality is that these are
three slightly modified grey
wolves.

This de-extinction project
has had millions of dollars
poured into it - amounts of
money most conservation pro-
grams could only dream of.
There are proven solutions to
help reverse biodiversity loss:
habitat protection and restora-
tion, the control of invasive
species and the phasing out of
fossil fuels.

However, these solutions
are not slickly marketed as
shiny, techno-fix packages like
de-extinction. Instead, they are
heavily underfunded.

Extinction is irreversible
Promoting extinction as

reversible risks downplaying its
gravity and legacy.

Headlines like the one that
appeared on the front cover of
TIME magazine - with the word

"extinct" crossed out - seed a
false hope that no matter what
environmental damage is done,
species loss can be easily
undone.  The risk is that de-
extinction will be used as an ulti-
mate offset for any environmen-

tal impact.  Humans fear death.
It is possibly our most primal
instinct. We mourn and feel
great sadness for the death of an
individual, not only because they
are gone, but because it is irre-
versible and final. Permanent.

That finality is the same for
humans or any living animal. It
is what makes fighting biodiver-
sity loss such an urgent concern,
so much so that people risk their
lives to prevent it, with 150
wildlife rangers dying each year

around the world in their fight to
protect endangered species.

In the conservation move-
ment, raising awareness of
"martyr" species - like the
northern white rhino and the
passenger pigeon - helps under-
line the argument in favour of
protecting current species.
Framing extinction as tempo-
rary creates false hope and
undermines motivation for real
conservation action.

We might already be seeing
this happen in response to the
"de-extinction" of the dire wolf.
Interior Secretary of the Trump
administration, Doug Burgum,
praised the new biotechnology
advancement and used it as an
argument for the removal of the
US Endangered Species Act.

What good is bringing back
species if there are no protective
laws to address the drivers of
their declines?

Would we protect the dire
wolf even if it did come back?

It is deeply ironic that
while millions are being spent
recreating a dire wolf proxy, its
cousin, the grey wolf, is heavily
persecuted globally. Just last
month, the Spanish government
voted to overturn the legal pro-

tection that prevented wolves
from being hunted north of the
Duero River.

Other predators are affect-
ed, too. In Australia, the dingo,
which has been shown to sup-
press invasive cats and red
foxes, helping native biodiversi-
ty, is also heavily persecuted -
just like the thylacine or
Tasmanian tiger was, which
Colossal aims to de-extinct as
well.  If we can't safeguard or
protect habitat for apex preda-
tors today, in ecosystems that
are already under immense
pressure, what kind of world
would we be bringing extinct
species back into? Up to 150
species are considered to go
extinct every day. No amount of
genetic tech will solve this
unless we address the root caus-
es: habitat destruction, over-
exploitation and climate change.

The de-extinction of the
dire wolf may sound like a con-
servation breakthrough, but it
risks distracting us from the
protection of our current living
species. This approach turns
biodiversity conservation into a
billionaire's Jurassic Park fanta-
sy instead of addressing the cri-
sis we already know how to fix.

Adelaide : (The Conversation)
When we think of bird songs, we
often imagine a cheerful sound-
track during our morning walks.
However, for birds, songs are
much more than background
music - they are crucial to attract
a mate and defend a territory.

But what if a song could
reveal something deeper about
the singer's personality? A new
study, published today in Royal
Society Open Science by my col-
leagues and me, shows it might.

Addressing a research gap
For many bird species, songs

vary in complexity, with some
individuals producing more intri-
cate melodies than others. Such
differences often indicate individ-
ual variation in genetic quality,
age, or health. Yet most research
to date has focused on males, and
very few studies have investigated
how song complexity relates to
personality in birds.

The new study addresses
this research gap.

My colleagues and I studied
wild superb fairy-wrens
(Maluruscyaneus), a small
Australian songbird known for its
bright plumage and complex
vocal skills. Interestingly, in this
species, both males and females
learn to sing complex songs. This
makes them a good example to
study the relationship between
song complexity and personality
in both males and females.

We captured wild superb
fairy-wrens and brought them
into short-term captivity to assess
their personality. Specifically, we
measured their exploration by
placing them in a novel environ-
ment, where we observed where
they went and how much they
explored the environment.

We also tested their aggres-
siveness by using a mirror, as
birds often see their reflection as
a rival and respond accordingly.

We then released the birds
and recorded their songs for sev-
eral months to assess song com-

plexity (that is, element types per
song and syllables per song).
Elements are the basic building
blocks in bird songs (a little like
letters in a word) and element
types are categories of elements.
Aggressive versus exploratory

We found that, regardless of
sex or life stage, birds that were
more exploratory had more ele-
ment types per song than those
that were less exploratory. Also,
more aggressive birds produced
songs with fewer syllables than
those that were less aggressive.
You can hear this in the record-
ings below.   We also found that
more aggressive fledglings, but
not adults, had more element
types per song.  Our study demon-
strates that both males and
females can advertise their per-
sonality through their songs. It
also raises questions as to whom
birds learn their songs from.

In superb fairy-wrens, male
and female juveniles learn from
both parents as well as from other
members of their species. It is
possible that rather than learning
from any available adults, birds
may selectively copy song ele-
ments from specific individuals
based on their own personality.

In superb fairy-wrens, more
exploratory birds may approach

and learn from a wider range of
tutors than less exploratory ones
who may limit themselves to more
familiar tutors.

Additionally, our study high-
lights that the relationship
between personality and song
complexity could be shifting
between different life stages.
More aggressive young may
experiment with a greater diversi-
ty of element types to prepare for
the establishment of their own
territory in their first year of life,
leading to increasing song com-
plexity.  In contrast, adults have
already settled in their territories
and may not need to experiment
as much.

Insights into how personali-
ty traits evolve

Our study illustrates that
learned aspects of sexual sig-
nalling are personality dependent,
and that this may have some
potential implications for survival
or reproduction.  This opens up
exciting new questions about how
vocal communication reflects
individual differences - not just in
males, but in females too.

Understanding these links
can give us deeper insights into
how personality traits evolve and
how they influence social interac-
tions in the wild.

Seattle/New York : (PTI) Baisakhi
was celebrated for the first time at
the State Capitol in Olympia, the
capital city of Washington state,
with special proclamations being
issued on the occasion to com-
memorate the Indian festival.  The
Consulate General of India in
Seattle hosted the first celebration
of Baisakhi at the State Capitol in
Olympia Monday. The special cel-
ebration was attended by
Washington State Governor Bob
Ferguson, Lieutenant Governor
Denny Heck, Secretary of State
Steve Hobbs as well as by State
Senators, Legislators from the
Washington State Legislature, in
addition to prominent members of
the Sikh community residing in
Washington. The event marks the
first such celebration of the festi-
val of Baisakhi at the State
Capitol, a press release issued by
the Seattle Consulate said.
Addressing the gathering,
Ferguson welcomed the contri-
butions of the Indian-American
Sikh community in the state of
Washington and appreciated the
hosting of the Baisakhi celebra-
tions at the State Capitol in

Olympia. In a special gesture,
the Governor of Washington
also issued a special proclama-
tion on the occasion of Baisakhi.
In addition, King County - cover-
ing 39 cities of Greater Seattle
area, along with Snohomish
County, and cities of Kent,
Auburn and Marysville also
issued special proclamations
declaring April 14 as the
Baisakhi Day celebration across
the Greater Seattle area. A large
number of Indian-American

Sikh community members are
resident in the State of
Washington and engaged in
small and medium enterprises
and businesses. They also
"actively contribute to public
service enriching the State's cul-
tural and economic diversity",
the Consulate said adding that
some of the eminent leaders of
the community were recognized
and felicitated on the occasion
for their positive contributions
to the Greater Seattle area.

'De-extinction' of dire wolves promotes false hope technology can't undo extinction

Trump says he wants to give money and
flight tickets to immigrants who 'self-deport'

Superb fairy-wrens' songs hold
clues to their personalities

Water taxis in the offing as Maharashtra
govt plans to develop sea routes: Minister

Indians among 18 get Lifesaver Award
for rescuing 22 from fire in Singapore In a first Baisakhi celebrated at State

Capitol in Washington's Olympia city
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MASTERMIND MOSSAD
By: Siddhartha Albertt

Majumderr

Referring MOSSAD to
something more than a
‘myth’ would not be a mis-
nomer. Its glorious her-
itage in dealing with the
domain of intelligence
service has reached the
apex long back with trail of
intelligence and counter
intelligence stories only
exemplify    Mossad’s un-
matched accuracy and
ruthless precision. 

‘Mossad’ is a Hebrew
word which means “Cen-
tral Institute for Intelli-
gence and Special
Operations”.It is the prime
intelligence organisation of
Israel. There are other in-
telligence organizations in
Israel like Aman (military
intelligence) and Shin Bet
(internal security). The
Mossad is concerned with
foreign intelligence gather-
ing, intelligence analysis,
and covert operations.
Since its creation in 1948,
the State of Israel has met
its obvious need for intelli-
gence and counterintelli-
gence with services that
have gained a first-class
reputation. One mark of
their professionalism is
that less is known about
them than about other sys-
tems.

The Israeli intelligence
establishment comprises
several autonomous or-
ganizations. The Central
Institute for Intelligence
and Security, popularly
known as Mossad, carries
out foreign espionage and
covert political and para-
military operations, in-
cluding the assassination
of Palestinian terrorists
and other figures. Its head
reports directly to the
prime minister.  Post world
war Mossad’s biggest suc-
cess was to nab the iconic
Nazi general Adolf Ich-
mann, the architect of
Jewish holocaust in gas
chambers during the Sec-
ond World War. Ichmann
was nabbed from Ar-
gentina where he was liv-
ing a rather low profile
life, quite purposefully to
keep him safe. But that
proved quite incommensu-
rate as he was nabbed
from Argentina after living
many years in exile. He
was arrested and put to
trial and was eventually
hanged. As mentioned ear-
lier, Mossad, Israel's na-
tional intelligence agency,
is widely regarded as one
of the most efficient and
effective intelligence agen-
cies in the world. Its effi-
ciency is often attributed to
several key factors:

HIGHLY SKILLED PER-
SONNEL: Mossad recruits
individuals with excep-
tional intelligence, skills,
and dedication. Many op-
eratives have backgrounds
in military, intelligence,
technology, or other spe-
cialized fields, which
makes them particularly
effective in their roles.

ADVANCED TECHNOL-
OGY & SURVEILLANCE:
Mossad is known for its
advanced use of technol-
ogy in intelligence gather-
ing, including cutting-edge
surveillance techniques,
cyber operations, and
communication intercep-
tion. The agency is quick to
adopt emerging technolo-
gies to maintain an edge in
intelligence gathering.

GLOBAL REACH:
Mossad operates in many
countries, often with clan-
destine operations far be-
yond Israel’s borders. They
are known for carrying out
covert operations world-
wide, from espionage to in-
telligence gathering, and
even high-profile opera-
tions like the capture of
Adolf Eichmann in Ar-
gentina.

FOCUS ON HIGH-IM-
PACT OPERATIONS:
Mossad is renowned for its
precision in targeting high-
value operations. For ex-
ample, their operation to
capture Eichmann, one of
the architects of the Holo-
caust, was not only suc-
cessful but also carried out
with careful planning and
minimal exposure. Mossad
typically focuses on high-
priority targets and is
known for executing oper-
ations with extreme care.

INTELLIGENCE COL-
LABORATION:Mossad fre-
quently collaborates with
other intelligence agencies

around the world, includ-
ing the CIA, MI6, and oth-
ers. These partnerships
allow them to share intelli-
gence and leverage global
networks to gather and act
on crucial information.

TRAINING AND
PREPARATION

Mossad places a strong
emphasis on the training
of its agents, including
mental toughness, survival
skills, languages, and cul-
tural understanding. Oper-
atives are trained to blend
into different environ-
ments and effectively
gather information without
drawing attention to them.

RESOURCEFULNESS &
ADAPTABILITY: 

The agency is known
for its ability to adapt to
various challenges and in-
novate under pressure.
Mossad’s operations often
involve resourcefulness,
where agents make the
best use of available as-
sets, improvising solutions
as needed.

SECRECY AND OPERA-
TIONAL SECURITY:
Mossad maintains an ex-
tremely high level of se-
crecy, often working in a
manner that ensures min-
imal exposure. This opera-
tional security ensures that
their actions are not ex-
posed until they are com-
pleted, making their
operations less prone to
failure due to leaks or pre-
mature discovery.

POLITICAL AND
STRATEGIC IMPACT: The
Mossad's efficiency ex-
tends beyond just intelli-
gence gathering. The
agency’s operations often
have far-reaching political
and strategic impacts.
Their ability to protect Is-
rael's security interests
through intelligence and
targeted actions has
played a significant role in
the country's defense pol-
icy. Apart from capturing
the iconic German com-
mander Adolf Ichmann,
Mossad has conducted in-
numerable operations
throughout the world at
different times. 

One of the top two
widely known operations
are furnished below in
nutshell: Operation En-
tebbe: Mossad played a
major role in rescuing
hostages from a hijacked
plane in Uganda, showcas-
ing its ability to conduct
complex military and intel-
ligence operations. Opera-
tion Wrath of God: A series
of covert operations aimed
at capturing or eliminating
those responsible for the
1972 Munich Olympics
massacre, which demon-
strated Mossad's commit-
ment to justice and its
reach in executing high-
profile operations.

In present days,
Mossad has increased
their area of operations,
especially in middle-east
regions while fighting the
battle against Islamic im-
perialistic forces. Mossad’s
biggest challenge is to
counter two dreadful Ji-
hadi organizations,
Hezbollah and Hamas who
vows to make the middle-
east a ‘Non-Muslim free
zone’. 

Israel is waging a ‘Holy
war’ against Palestine to
make it free from the
clutches of Islamic powers
like Hamas, aided by
Hezbollahs and to bring
back a civilized world
order in Palestine. Though
Mossad's efficiency is
highly praised, it has not
been without its contro-
versies. Some operations
have been criticized for
their legality, ethics, or the
collateral damage caused.
Last but not the least,
Mossad throughout the
ages has become the epit-
ome of magical master-
mind approach that still
receives the highest ap-
plaud worldwide despite
caustic criticism for wrong
reasons.

[The views expressed
in the article or write-up is
completely of the writer
himself and this news
paper, i.e Morning India
has nothing to do with the
opinion (s) being ex-
pressed(if at all) through
this article. The article is a
simple narrative and is not
intended to hurt or intimi-
date any community or
communities, ethnic group
(s) or religious sentiments
of any sect(s).] 

In this image released by @IndiainMyanmar via X, Next set of pre-fab office or housing units carried by an Indian
Air Force C17, upon arrival at Mandalay airport, in earthquake-hit Myanmar.

Balochistan reports 181 enforced disappearances, 12 extrajudicial killings in March, says Paank
MI News Service, Balochistan:
Paank, the human rights division
of the Baloch National Movement
(BNM), has said that there were
at least 181 cases of enforced dis-
appearances and 12 extrajudicial
killings recorded in Balochistan
during the month of March.

The group reported that Pak-
istani security forces, along with
allied armed groups known lo-
cally as "death squads," carried
out widespread abductions and
enforced disappearances, prima-
rily targeting students, activists,
and civil society members. Many
of these arrests were allegedly

made without warrants or any
judicial process, The Balochistan
Post reported. Out of those who
were forcibly taken, 87 individu-
als were eventually released.
Several of them reportedly en-
dured harsh physical mistreat-
ment while in custody, as
reported by the Balochistan Post.

The highest number of en-
forced disappearances in March
was reported in Quetta and
Kalat, with 37 cases. Other areas
affected included Dera Bugti (18
cases), Gwadar (15), Nushki (13),
Dera Ghazi Khan (10), Kech (9),
Barkhan (8), Awaran (7), Karachi

(6), Lasbela (5), Mastung (4),
Panjgur (3), and Naseerabad (2).
Single cases were also reported
from Islamabad, Kachhi, Jaf-
farabad, Jacobabad, and Khuz-
dar, The Balochistan Post
reported.

According to Paank, several
of those killed extrajudicially had
previously been reported as
forcibly disappeared. One such
case was Nizam Baloch, who was
abducted from Gilli, Buleda, on
March 11 and found dead the fol-
lowing day. His brother, Shah
Nawaz Baloch, was subsequently
shot and killed in Kech. Another

victim, Shah Jahan Kurd--the
brother of Zahid Baloch, a
forcibly disappeared leader of
the Baloch Students Organisation
(BSO)--was killed in the Naal re-
gion of Khuzdar, the Balochistan
Post reported.

On March 21, three people
were shot and killed during a
protest demanding the release of
missing persons. Paank identified
the victims as 12-year-old
Naimat Baloch, Habib Baloch,
and Imdad Baloch, describing
Naimat's death as "a symbol of
state oppression."

On March 23, Ehsan Baloch--

a Baloch Yakjehti Committee
(BYC) activist and shopkeeper--
was killed in Khuzdar. Paank re-
ferred to his death as "a
premeditated targeted assassina-
tion.

" Three days later, the muti-
lated bodies of Tohseef, Zaheer,
and Irshad Baloch--who had re-
portedly been abducted earlier--
were discovered in Mashkay, as
reported by Balochistan Post.

Additionally, the bodies of
Saif Baloch and Anas Baloch,
who had been missing for several
months, were found during the
same month.

Cow dung on DU
classroom wall:
Student union 
defaces princi-
pal’s office
MI News Service, New Delhi:
A controversy at Delhi Uni-
versity’s Lakshmibai College
escalated on Tuesday when
Delhi University Students
Union (DUSU) president
Ronak Khatri smeared cow
dung on the walls of the
principal’s office. This act
was a response to a viral
video that showed principal
Pratyush Vatsala applying
cow dung to classroom
walls, claiming it was a sus-
tainable method to cool the
rooms. Khatri, while con-
fronting a faculty member
inside the office, stated that
no consent was taken from
students before implement-
ing such a measure. “If you
want to do research, do it at
your home,” he said, criti-
cizing the principal’s deci-
sion to experiment within
the college premises. He
added that students were
never consulted and that
such practices should not be
imposed in educational
spaces without their input.

The original video,
which sparked widespread
debate on social media,
showed Principal Vatsala
applying cow dung to the
walls of classrooms in the C
Block of the college. In her
defense, she stated on April
13 that the initiative was
part of an ongoing research
project led by faculty mem-
bers. The goal, she said, was
to explore indigenous and
eco-friendly cooling tech-
niques amid the capital’s ris-
ing temperatures. She
clarified that the application
was limited to porta cabins
and the research was still in
progress. “It is under
process. I will be able to
share details of the full re-
search after a week,” she
said, urging people not to
spread misinformation.
“There’s no harm in touch-
ing natural mud,” she
added. The principal had re-
portedly shared the video in
a teachers’ WhatsApp
group, presenting the effort
as a positive step toward
making the classrooms
more comfortable. “Those
who have classes here will
soon get these rooms in a
new look. Efforts are being
made to make your teaching
experience pleasant,” she
wrote.

Trump calls Harvard
a ‘joke’ university
that ‘teaches hate
and stupidity’

MI News Service, Wash-
ington: US President
Donald Trump renews his
attack on top university
Harvard, whose federal
funding and tax-exempt
status he has threatened
to remove over its refusal
to submit to wide-ranging
government oversight.
“Harvard can no longer
be considered even a de-
cent place of learning,
and should not be consid-
ered on any list of the
World’s Great Universi-
ties or Colleges,” Trump
says on his Truth Social
platform. “Harvard is a
JOKE, teaches Hate and
Stupidity, and should no
longer receive Federal
Funds.” The US federal
government said Tuesday
it was freezing more than
$2.2 billion in grants and
$60 million in contracts
to Harvard University
after the prestigious insti-
tution said it would defy
the Trump administra-
tion’s demands to over-
haul its admissions,
hiring, and disciplinary
processes, made largely
in the name of combating
anti-Semitism.

Lebanese army ar-
rests members of
Hamas in Lebanon
MI News Service,
Riyadh: The Saudi Al-
Hadath channel reports
that the Lebanese army
arrested Hamas opera-
tives in the Palestinian
refugee camps in
Lebanon — Ain al-
Hilweh and Nahr al-
Bared — and that a
senior Hamas official re-
quested a meeting with
the head of Lebanese
army intelligence.

The report has not
been officially confirmed
by the Lebanese army.

The reason for the
arrest is unclear. How-
ever, earlier, Jordan’s
King Abdullah II spoke
with the Lebanese Pres-
ident Joseph Aoun re-
garding the exposure of
a terror cell that had
manufactured rockets in
Jordan and was al-
legedly linked to Hamas.
Jordan stated yesterday
that the members of the
cell who were arrested
had trained in Jordan.Israel says no

humanitarian
aid to enter Gaza
MI News Service,
Jerusalem:  Israeli Defense
Minister Israel Katz said
on Wednesday that Israel
has adopted a policy of
blocking humanitarian aid
to Gaza to undermine
Hamas' control over the
population. 

In a statement a day
after a field visit to Gaza
with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and sen-
ior military commanders,
Katz outlined Israel's
broader war strategy,
which he said aims to se-
cure the release of
hostages and ultimately
defeat Hamas. 

"Israel's policy is clear
-- no humanitarian aid is
about to enter Gaza," Katz
said. "No one is currently
preparing or intending to
bring any humanitarian
aid into Gaza under the
current circumstances," he
added. Israel resumed its
blockade on the entry of
food, water, medicine, fuel,
and other supplies on
March 2. 

Iran's FM says "prin-
ciple" of Tehran's
uranium enrichment
non-negotiable
MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran's Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi said
on Wednesday that "the
principle" of his country's
uranium enrichment is
non-negotiable, according
to the official news agency
IRNA. He made the re-
marks in an address to re-
porters on the sidelines of
a cabinet meeting while
commenting on certain
"contradictory" positions
adopted by U.S. officials on
Iran's nuclear program
and uranium enrichment
following the first round of
the indirect talks between
Tehran and Washington in
Oman last week. Araghchi
said, 

"What is certain is that
Iran's enrichment is a real,
accepted and undeniable
fact, and we are ready to
build confidence regarding
the possible concerns.
However, the principle of
the enrichment itself is not
negotiable."

Today’s Bharat’s longest transport tunnel Tunnel no 8 of
Rishikesh - Karnaprayag  project tunnel braking ceromany
witnessed by Ashwini Vaishnav, Minister of railways, IT &
Meity, CM Uttarakhand and Local MP Anil Balono ji

MI News Service, New Delhi: Tunnel
No. 8 having length 14.58 km in
Rishikesh- Karanprayag Railway
Project is going to be the longest
transport tunnel in India. Presently
Rail Tunnel – 12.75 Km between
Khari and Sumber Stations on Katra-
Banihal Section of Udhampur Srina-
gar Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)
Road Tunnel- 9.02 Km- Atal tunnel
regarded as longest road tunnel in
Manali-Leh Highway.

Salient features: 12 stations, 19
major bridges , 38 minor bridges
Total length of project : 125.20  83 %
of this is tunnel ( 104 km) 14.72 % is
open cutting embankments ( 18.4
km) 2.21 % is important bridges (
3.07 Km ) Total length of main tunnel
104 km and no of tunnel  is 16 Total
tunnel length of the project is 213.57
km ( 16 Main tunnel of 104 km , 12
escape tunnel of 97.72km and
7.05km cross passage)

Longest
Tunnel : 14.58  
Bridge length : half a Km Srina-

gar Bridge no 09  
Bridge height 46.9 m Gauchar

Bridge 15
Longest span bridge : 125 m De-

vparyag bridge 06
Tunnel: Beyond km 6.00, the

alignment is in tunnels. 16 tunnels
have been divided in 10 packages.
DD&PMC contracts completed the
design work in all the packages. Tun-
nelling works of all tunnels started
simultaneously. Present Tunnelling
progress (including Main Tunnel, Es-
cape Tunnel, Adits & Cross passage)
is 195 km against a total scope of
213 km. Eight Adits in various tun-
nels were identified for creating ad-
ditional work faces of tunnel
excavation for facilitating early com-
pletion of long tunnels and were
completed before the start of Main
Tunneling work.

Tunneling and T-08 tunnel: IR
has total tunnel  length till 2014 was
125 km and since 2014 tunneling
done is 468.08 km ie 3.7 times This
is first successful  TBM use in tunnel-
ing in Himalayan geological terrain
and first in IR TBM single shield 9.11
meter excavation dia has tunneled
10.4 km NATM has  tunneled  4.11
km. First 600 mt from portal o1 was
done by NATM to launch TBM . From
portal 2 Janasu end NATM worked
continuously .

1. Geological Setting:
Formation: The tunnel predomi-

nantly traverses the Chandpur For-
mation of the Jaunsar Group. Rock
Type: The principal rock unit is
Chandpur Phyllite, which includes:
Quarzitic and Schistose Phyllite with
Intercalations of Quartzite Rocks
Presence of Quartz Veins

2. Rock Mass Characteristics:
Structure: Closely to very closely

jointed and Foliated Weathering &

Strength: Slightly to moderately
weathered and Moderately weak to
moderately strong rock mass Geolog-
ical Variability: High variability in
rock mass conditions along the tun-
nel alignment.

3. Investigation Constraints:
Access Difficulty: Challenging ac-

cess due to rugged Himalayan ter-
rain, leading to limited geological
data. Geological Investigations: Ini-
tial Boreholes: 7 nos., total length
1196 m. Additional Boreholes: 2
nos., total length 1077 m

4. Overburden: Maximum Over-
burden: 800 m ( Approx 1 KM ), Min-
imum Overburden: 70 m

5. Tunnel Behaviour: Squeezing,
very high Squeezing behaviour antic-
ipated, especially under average to
high overburden conditions due to
weak rock mass conditions and
depth.

Key Challenges in TBM Tunnel
Construction

1. Geological Complexity: Pres-
ence of heterogeneous rock condi-
tions—ranging from poor to medium
and hard rock—poses significant
challenges for excavation and sup-
port. Squeezing ground conditions in
approximately 20% of the tunnel
route, requiring uninterrupted TBM
operation except at designated stops.
Medium to high overburden and
deep seated landslides could involve
large deformations/movements.

2. TBM Operation & Constraints:
Need for non-stop TBM progress
along with  ongoing geological and
geophysical investigations during
construction. Risk of TBM entrap-
ment in squeezing zones. TBM must
navigate through difficult terrain and
varying ground conditions without
unscheduled stoppages, demanding
high system reliability and respon-
sive support.

3. Water Ingress: Significant
water inflow identified in two major

zones, with a maximum inflow rate
of 2000 lpm, posing risks to equip-
ment, safety, and progress rates.
Probable water in Nallas locations.

4. Other Challenges:
Logistics & Transportation: Con-

tinuous transport of materials and
segments along a 30 km national
highway, complicated by Monsoon
season impacts (e.g., landslides, road
closures) and Yatra (pilgrimage) sea-
son traffic congestion Material and
segment delivery must remain unin-
terrupted, placing pressure on logis-
tics and supply chain reliability.

Backfill Grouting System: Grout
pipeline system spans over 11 km, re-
quiring frequent cleaning and mainte-
nance; Adaptation to different mix
designs across tunnel segments due to
varied geological and structural condi-
tions

Parallel Construction Activities: Si-
multaneous execution of multiple con-
struction activities: Cross passages,
Tunnel excavation and TBM operation
logistics

Railway Bridges: Total 19 major
bridges , 5 important and 38 minor
bridges. Important bridges  are 1 over
Ganga ji , 1 over Chandrabhaga ji and
3 over Alaknanda ji 08 major  Bridges
completed out of 19 major bridges.
Three  important bridges completed,
one on  Chandrabhaga Ji and two over
Alaknanda Ji. One ROB & One RUB
over NH/SH at Rishikesh has been
completed. 03 Major Road bridges for
accessibility to work sites at Gauchar,
Srinagar & Sivai are completed. Work
on Balance Important & Major Bridges
(11 Nos) is in an advanced state of
progress. Commissioning Targets:
Virbhadra - Yog Nagari Rishikesh sec-
tion commissioned on 20.03.2020. The
tunneling works in the project are tar-
geted to be completed by financial year
end of 2026-27. Track works, electri-
cal, OHE and S&T works have been
planned and will commence soon.
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Jharkhand, Punjab FC 
crowned champions of Dream
SportsChampionship Football 2025
PANAJI (GOA) : On Tuesday, the renowned RAIA Sports Ground in
Goa hosted the grand finale of the Dream Sports Championship
Football 2025 National Finals, witnessing remarkable talent and
competitive spirit from young footballers across the country. The
tournament saw Jharkhand FA triumph in the girls' category while
Punjab FC successfully defended their title in the boys' category.

The event was graced by distinguished guests, including former
Team India legends Subrata Paul and BhaichungBhutia, as well as
ShriRohanKhaunte, Minister for Tourism, IT, E&C and Printing and
Stationery; ShriMauvinGodinho, Minister of Transport;
ShriDigambarKamat, Margao MLA and Former Chief Minister of
Goa; Smt. Varsha Sharma, IPS, DIG, Goa Police; and Dr.
CaitanoFernandes, President, Goa Football Association, who partic-
ipated in the presentation ceremony and recognised the outstand-
ing performances of these young athletes.

The Girls National Finals produced a thrilling contest between
Jharkhand FA and Odisha FA, with Jharkhand emerging victorious
after securing a narrow 1-0 win. AnamikaSanga proved to be the
hero for Jharkhand, scoring the match's only goal in the 20th
minute. Despite Odisha's best efforts to equalise, Jharkhand's
defence, led by skipper ChandaniKumari, held firm till the end.

"Winning the championship was crucial for our team. Our strat-
egy to keep the ball forward protected our narrow lead..All the
arrangements were excellent -- from the venue setup to the ameni-
ties provided. The competitive environment really pushed us to
give our best. This platform has given young footballers like us an
opportunity to showcase talent and move closer to representing
India--a dream my family fully supports," said an elated Chandani,
skipper of Jharkhand, after her team's victory. Commenting on the
DSC as quoted by the Dream Sports Foundation press release

Meanwhile, the Boys National Finals saw Punjab FC retain the
trophy with a convincing 2-0 victory over MohunBagan Super
Giant. PFC took an early lead through SubhamGurung in just the
10th minute of play, before doubling their advantage in the second
half when AshishLohar struck in the 64th minute, effectively seal-
ing the championship for his team.

"Our team remained unbeaten throughout the tournament,
which shows how the months of dedicated training and prepara-
tion have paid off. This competition has been invaluable for our
development, allowing us to face tough competition, including
international teams like Norwich City FC. It provides an excellent
platform for developing young talent, and the organisation's com-
mitment to youth development is truly admirable. Retaining the
trophy is a testament to our academy's strong foundation and team
spirit -- proof that our unity was the key to our success," said
Punjab FC skipper AniketYadav after his team's win.

"I'm delighted to be here in Goa, the heart of Indian football,
for the Dream Sports Championship Football 2025 National Finals.
Tournaments like these are key to shaping the future of Indian
football in our country, offering young girls and boys the competi-
tive platform necessary for their development. The passion and
quality on display from all corners of the country throughout the
tournament have been incredible. And seeing these promising ath-
letes compete fills me with tremendous hope for the future of
Indian football," shared former Team India skipper
BhaichungBhutia.

The first edition of the Dream Sports Championship, which was
held in 2024, saw 17 participants earning coveted spots in the
Indian U-17 national camp. This achievement underscores the
tournament's significance as a stepping stone for Indian football's
future, transforming promising young athletes into tomorrow's
heroes.

MayankYadav joins Lucknow Super Giants camp

ahead of IPL 2025 clash against Rajasthan Royals
NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Ahead of
the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2025 clash against the Rajasthan
Royals (RR), Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) right-arm speedster
MayankYadav joined the Rishabh
Pant-led side ahead of the team's
eighth game of the ongoing 18th
edition of the cash-rich league
after recovering from his injury.

Mayank is likely to play LSG's
next game against the Rajasthan
Royals (RR) on Saturday in Jaipur,
as per ESPNcricinfo report. His
availability will be a massive
boost for LSG, who started the
competition without him.

The Lucknow Super Giants
franchise took to their social
media handle and shared a video

where MayankYadav got a warm
welcome from the hotel staff at
the destination. He also gave
autographs to the entire hotel
staff.

Mayank, 22, was recovering
from a back injury and had been
out of action since October 2024,
when he made his international
debut and played three T20Is
against Bangladesh at home. He
missed the entire domestic season
due to a back injury sustained in
the series and recovered at the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) Centre of Excellence
in Bengaluru.

Just ten days back, LSG head
coach Justin Langer had watched
the videos of the bowler operating

at "90 to 95 per cent" and said
that the pacer would be joining
the LSG camp soon.

Mayank had an injury-ridden
2024. After rising to fame with
two 'Player of the Match' per-
formances in his first three Indian
Premier League (IPL) games, dur-
ing which he troubled plenty of
sports stars with his consistent
150 mph-plus pace, accurate and
controlled line-and-length, he
faced an abdominal issue that
ruled him out of the tournament.
After recovering from that injury
at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA), he picked up another
injury there while bowling. In his
debut IPL season, he had taken
seven scalps in four games. 

Rajinder and Hardik Singh reflect on Hockey Punjab's
15th Senior Men National Championship 2025 title win
JHANSI (UTTAR PRADESH) :
Hockey Punjab lifted the coveted
15th Hockey India Senior Men
National Championship 2025 title
as they defeated Hockey Madhya
Pradesh 4-1 in the final in Jhansi,
Uttar Pradesh.

Hockey Punjab won the tour-
nament in 2023; however, in the
last edition, they were knocked
out in the quarterfinals by Hockey
Maharashtra. This time, led by
Captain Hardik Singh and Coach
Rajinder Singh, Hockey Punjab
claimed the championship again,
as per the Hockey India press
release.

Hockey Punjab finished second
in Division 1, Pool A, three points
behind Hockey Madhya Pradesh,
who dealt them their only defeat
in the tournament. 
In the quarterfinal, Hockey
Punjab earned a 3-2 win over
Hockey Haryana, followed by a 4-
3 victory against Uttar Pradesh
Hockey in the semifinal. Despite
their earlier loss, Hockey Punjab
ensured they learnt from their

mistakes and defeated Hockey
Madhya Pradesh comfortably in
the final.

Jugraj Singh was in top form
for Hockey Punjab, having fin-
ished the tournament as the sec-
ond-highest goalscorer with five
goals and even recording a crucial
brace in the final. Young sensation
Araijeet Singh Hundal also played
a crucial role in the attack and

claimed three goals to his name.
Reflecting on the tournament,

Hockey Punjab coach Rajinder
Singh stated as quoted by the
Hockey India press release, "It
was a very good tournament for
us, and we gave a solid perform-
ance overall. The loss against
Hockey Madhya Pradesh was truly
a turning point for us. We knew
we were a strong side, but after

that loss, we regrouped and
ensured we didn't take the rest of
the matches lightly."

Talking about the team's strat-
egy, Rajinder Singh said, "Since
we didn't have a lot of time to
train together before the tourna-
ment, I left it upon the players to
settle and play naturally since we
have a few national players in the
squad. After the loss in the Pool
stage, we changed our strategy a
little and shifted from zonal-mark-
ing to man-marking, which
worked out better for us."

In the final, Hockey Punjab
conceded a goal first but made a
brilliant comeback in the second
half to seal the match. After the
final, Captain Hardik Singh said,
"The plan was to attack from the
start and the boys executed well.
Though I still feel we missed a
couple of chances, we are
extremely happy with the win. It's
always great to perform in the
domestic circuit, overall the com-
petition was good and it feels good
to win the gold medal." 

CHENNAI (TAMIL NADU) :
YashVir Singh outclassed Asian
Games silver medallist Kishore
Jena to win the men's javelin
throw title at the Indian Open
Athletics 2025 meet in Chennai on
Tuesday, as per the Olympics.com.

Competing at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Chennai,
YashVir Singh produced his best
effort of 77.49m on his fifth
attempt. Kishore Jena's 75.99m
throw came on his fourth attempt.

However, both distances
breached the Athletics Federation
of India's (AFI) entry standard of
75.36m in the men's javelin throw
for the Asian Championships
2025. Braveman Heart, who fin-
ished third with a distance of
72.36m, missed out.

This year's Asian
Championships will be held in
Gumi, the Republic of Korea, in
May. The final selection for the
meet, however, is at the AFI's dis-
cretion.

The Chennai event marked
Kishore Kumar Jena's first com-

petition since the Paris 2024
Olympics, where he finished 18th
with an 80.73m effort. His best of
87.54m came at the Asian Games
2023, where he claimed the silver
medal behind national record
holder Neeraj Chopra.

The Chennai meet featured
some of the top Indian athletes.

Among other standout per-
formers, Asian Championships sil-
ver medallistShaili Singh won the
women's long jump event with a
distance of 6.45m, breaching the
Asian Athletics Championships
qualification mark of 6.41m.

VithyaRamraj, the Asian
Games 2023 bronze medallist in
the women's 400m hurdles, won
her event with a time of 56.90.

India's 110m hurdles national
record holder TejasShirse, com-
peting with a strapping on his leg,
came second in his pet event with
a timing of 13.96s - 0.02s behind.
Manav R. MuhammedLazan was
third with a time of 14.37s.

Paris 2024 Olympian
JeswinAldrin, who holds India's

national record of 8.42m in the
men's long jump, logged 7.36m
for seventh place. Aditya Kumar
Singh won the men's long jump on
Tuesday with a 7.74m effort.

The Indian Open Athletics
competition features a series of
meets that will be held across the
country. The next one will also be
held in Chennai on April 21.

"THE WAY HE 

PERFORMED TODAY

WAS REALLY, REALLY 

COMMENDABLE":

NEHALWADHERA

PRAISES

YUZVENDRACHAHAL

AFTER HIS MATCH-

WINNING SPELL
CHANDIGARH (PUNJAB) :
After registering a win over
defending champion Kolkata
Knight Riders in the 31st
encounter of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025,
Punjab Kings (PBKS) left-hand
batter NehalWadhera lauded
leg spinner YuzvendraChahal's
exceptional bowling perform-
ance in the game Chahal
bowled magnificently well in
the game as he snapped four
wickets in his spell of four
overs, where he conceded 28
runs at an economy of 7. He
took the wickets of
A j i n k y a R a h a n e ,
AnkrishRaghuvanshi, Rinku
Singh and Ramandeep Singh
in his spell and was awarded
the Player of the Match for this
brilliant performance.
Speaking about the 34-year-
old's performance, Wadhera,
while speaking at the post-
match press conference, said,
" Looking at his stats today, he
picked four crucial wickets
despite being left-handers
there. He got wicket of Rinku
Singh which was very crucial
for us. I think the way he was
paced today, bowling wide
slower balls, and he showed us
all today mixing his pace, so I
think this is what experience
does to a bowler. He totally
won us the game today. The
way he performed today was
really, really commendable."
Further, the uncapped Indian
batter hailed other bowlers'
performance as well, such as
Marco Jansen (3/17 in 3.1
overs), Arshdeep Singh (1/11
in 3 overs), Glenn Maxwell (1/5
in 2 overs), and Xavier Bartlell
(1/30 in 3 overs) who played a
crucial role in defending a
mere total of 112 runs "We
were never short of confi-
dence. We know that our
bowlers are capable of doing
well here. YuzvendraChahal,
Marco Jansen, Arshdeep Singh
and Xavier Bartlett, the way
all of them performed was
really commendable. I think all
the credit goes to the bowlers
for the win. The batters didn't
have a great day with the bat.
I think they really compensat-
ed the game today,"
NehalWadhera added. In one
of the most astonishing feats in
Indian Premier League (IPL)
history, Punjab Kings (PBKS)
pulled off a remarkable 16-run
victory over defending champi-
ons Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) in a low-scoring thriller
at Mullanpur in the IPL 2025
season. The match will be
remembered for PBKS suc-
cessfully defending the lowest
total ever in the league's histo-
ry -- 111 runs. With this victo-
ry, PBKS is at the fourth spot,
with four wins and two losses
and eight points. KKR is at the
sixth spot, with three wins,
four losses, and six points.

BHUBANESWAR (ODISHA) :
Hockey India President
DilipTirkeyemphasised that the
next two to three years will be
crucial for Indian women's
hockey. With the Asian Games,
the World Cup, and the
Olympics on the horizon, along
with several important tourna-
ments in between, the team is
entering a pivotal phase.

The Indian women's team is
set to tour Perth, Australia,
where they will play five
matches. The tour will begin
with two games against
Australia A, followed by three
matches against the senior
Australian team. All fixtures
will be held at the Perth
Hockey Stadium. This tour is
seen as a key preparatory
assignment ahead of the FIH
Pro League 2024-25, which is
scheduled for June.

"The next two to three years
are crucial for women's hock-
ey... This month, five matches
will be played in Perth,
Australia... For the first time,
five young players who per-

formed well in the Hockey
India League have been select-
ed for this team... Many impor-
tant tournaments are coming
up after that, like the
(Women's FIH) Pro League and
the Asia Cup, and then the
Olympics and World Cup next
year. Looking at future tourna-
ments, it is important for
young players to gain experi-
ence. So the Australia round is
important for young players,"
DilipTirkey said while speaking
to ANI. Five new players have
received their first senior
national call-ups. This tour is
particularly important for the
young players as it offers them
a valuable opportunity to gain
experience by playing along-
side and against senior inter-
national players. Touring
Australia is especially signifi-
cant for the youngsters, as they
will be tested against high
quality opposition in challeng-
ing conditions a crucial step in
their development at the inter-
national level.

Hockey India announced a

26-member squad on Monday
for the upcoming tour, which
will take place from April 26 to
May 4.

The squad will be led by
dynamic midfielder SalimaTete,
with experienced forward
NavneetKaur serving as the
vice-captain. The tour will be a
crucial preparatory assignment
ahead of the team's European
leg of the FIH Pro League
2024-25, set to be held in June,
as per the Hockey India press
release.

Seasoned goalkeeper Savita
and young talent Bichu Devi
Kharibam will share responsi-
bilities between the posts, pro-
viding a strong last line of
defence, Hockey India said.

Jyoti Singh,
IshikaChaudhary,
SushilaChanuPukhrambam,
SujataKujur, Suman Devi
Thoudam, Jyoti, AjminaKujur,
and SakshiRana will feature in
the defensive lineup, reflecting
a mix of experience and prom-
ising young talent.

In the midfield,

captainSalimaTete will marshal
the centre with support from
VaishnaviVitthalPhalke, Neha,
Sharmila Devi,
ManishaChauhan,

SunelitaToppo, MahimaTete,
PoojaYadav, and Lalremsiami,
bringing depth and creativity to
the side, Hockey India said.

The forward line comprises

of NavneetKaur, Deepika,
RutajaDadasoPisal, Mumtaz
Khan, BaljeetKaur,
DeepikaSoreng, and Beauty
Dungdung.

YashVir Singh outshine Kishore Jena to
clinch Indian Open Athletics 2025 meet

"Next two to three years are crucial for women's hockey":
DilipTirkey ahead of India vs Australia five-match Hockey series


