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We extend our heartiest greetings to all our
esteemed readers and advertisers on the occa-
sion of Bengali New Year for 1432, today.
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Kalighat skywalk inaugurated by Mamata
Banerjee after four years of constructlon

on Monday.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Ending the
long wait for over four
years and adding yet
another feather in her
already illustrious
achievements for the
beautification of this
‘City of Joy’, Chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
inaugurated the Ka-
lighat skywalk on Mon-
day.

The trunk of the
435m-long skywalk
takes off at the SP

Mukherjee Road-Kali
Temple Road intersec-
tion and ends outside
the gates of the famous
Kalighat Kali temple.

A 30-metre arm of
the skywalk starts near
the Kalighat fire brigade
intersection and merges
with the trunk near Ka-
lighat police station.

There are five points
of entry or exit: from SP
Mukherjee Road; out-
side the Kalighat tem-
ple; on Sadananda

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, in the presence of State Chief Secretary
Manoj Pant and other dignitaries, inaugurated the city’s longest skywalk—connecting S.P.
Mukherjee Road to the iconic Kalighat Temple—on the eve of Poila Baisakh in Kolkata

Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

Road; at the Kalighat
fire station intersection;
and from the second
floor of the new Ka-
lighat Hawkers’ Corner.

The skywalk, which
is standing on 50 portals
or goal-post shaped
structures supporting it
from below, is 6.5 me-
tres above the road.

As announced a few
months ago “Chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
inaugurated the skywalk
for the use of millions of

devotees each year on
the eve of Poila
Boishakh, today, a top
government officialoffi-
cial.

While addressing the
gathering, the Chief
Minister reflected on
her earlier commitment
to replicating the suc-
cess of the Dak-
shineswar skywalk at
Kalighat. “I had prom-
ised during the Dak-
shineswar skywalk
inauguration that Ka-
lighat too would get its
own. Though space here
was limited, we made it
happen,” she said.

Banerjee highlighted
the importance of reli-
gious and cultural sites
in attracting millions
and reiterated her gov-
ernment’s contributions
to developing temples,
mosques, and gurd-
waras across Bengal.
“Religion is personal,
but festivals are for
everyone,” she asserted,
condemning divisive
politics in the name of
faith. “Religion stands
for respect, love, peace,
harmony, and unity.
There’s no greater reli-
gion than love for hu-
manity,” she added.

»» Continued on page 3

Country
dedicated to
social justice
due to
Ambedkar's
inspiration,
says PM Modi

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Paying rich trib-

utes to Bhim Rao
Ambedkar on his 134th
birth anniversary,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Mon-
day that it is due to his
inspiration that the
country is now dedi-
cated to realising the
dream of social justice.

His principles and
ideas will strengthen
and speed up the build-
ing of an 'aatmanirb-
har' (self-reliant) and
developed India, Modi
said on X.

Later, Modi joined a
number of other digni-
taries, including Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu,
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and
leaders of opposition in
both Houses Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, among others,
in Parliament to pay
homage to Ambedkar.

Paying tributes to
Bhim Rao Ambedkar,
the Prime Minister said
that it is due to his in-
spiration that the coun-
try is today dedicated to
realising the dream of

social justice.
He said Baba
Ambedkar is recognised

for his lifelong struggle
for the empowerment of
Scheduled Castes and
his key role in drafting
the Constitution.

Born in a Dalit fam-
ily in 1891, he was a
brilliant student who
went on to study in for-
eign countries. The dis-
crimination he suffered
in Indian society turned
him into a committed
social reformer.He was
India’s first law minis-
ter. "On the occasion of
the birth anniversary of
Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar, the
architect of our Consti-
tution, I extend my
heartfelt greetings

»» Continued on page 3

Situation in violence-hit Murshidabad

limping back to normal

MI News Service, Kolkata :
After days of violence, the
overall situation in strife-
torn Murshidabad district
of West Bengal is gradually
limping back to normal,
with shops and other busi-
ness establishments re-
opening and displaced
families returning to their
homes on Monday.
According to Jawed
Shamim, Additional Direc-
tor General (Law and
Order), said here that all
out efforts for immediate
restoration of a lasting
peace and stability in the
affected areas are under-
way. "Shops have started
to open and people are re-
turning. So far, 19 families

have returned to their
homes. Both Malda and
Murshidabad district ad-
ministrations are working
closely to ensure the safe
return of those who had
fled," he said.

The situation in vio-
lence-hit areas of Mur-
shidabad district, mainly
Suti, Samserganj, Dhulian
and Jangipur was peaceful
and under control on Mon-
day following the deploy-
ment of more state armed
police force along with
several companies of the
Central Para Military
forces. Shamim said, Pro-
hibitory orders under sec-
tion 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

(BNSS) remain in force in
the violence-hit and sensi-
tive pockets of the border-
ing district. Though the
overall situation was
peaceful with no reports of
any further violence, loot
or arson coming from any-
where, most roads includ-
ing the National Highway
wore a deserted look and
many shops and other
business establishments
till downed their shutters.

The internet remains
suspended in the affected
areas while security forces
are conducting checks on
few vehicles that ply along
the main roads.

»» Continued on page 3

Ambedkar brought amendment in
Constituent Assembly for setting up EC

New
Delhi : Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar, who is known
and considered as the key
architect of the Indian
Constitution, is also cred-
ited with the creation of
the Election Commission
as an independent body.
An amendment
brought by him in the Con-
stituent Assembly led to
the establishment of the
Election Commission, an
independent body man-
dated to hold elections to
the office of President and
Vice President, and Lok
Sabha, state assembly,
Rajya Sabha and state leg-
islative council polls.
Certain provisions of
the Constitution, including
the one related to the EC,
came into force immedi-
ately after it was adopted
by the Constituent Assem-

MI News Service,

bly on November 26, 1949.
The rest of the provisions
came into force on Janu-
ary 26, 1950.The EC came
into being on January 25,
1950, a day before India
became a Republic.
Before Ambedkar
brought the amendment,
draft Article 289 proposed
separate election commis-
sions for the Centre and
the states, scholarly arti-
cles and Constituent As-
sembly debates suggest.
But Ambedkar pro-
posed a more centralised
body to be headed by a
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) to be ap-
pointed by the President.
Draft Article 289 pro-
posed one commission to
hold elections to the cen-
tral legislature, both the
Upper and Lower Houses
which later came to be

known as the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha.

It also proposed sepa-
rate commissions for each
state or province. These
commissions were to be
appointed by respective
state Governors.

The new Article 324
proposed by Ambedkar be-
fore the Constituent As-
sembly made the poll
machinery centralised by
having a singular poll au-
thority for holding state
and national elections.

Regional Commission-
ers were proposed to help
the EC function across
India.

During the first Lok
Sabha elections in 1951,
Regional Commissioners
were appointed for six
months in Bombay and
Patna. After that, there
was no such deployment.

State Chief Electoral
Officers (CEO) now work as
the EC's limbs in respec-
tive states and union terri-
tories.  Article 324 gives
the EC "plenary powers" to
conduct elections and pre-
pare electoral rolls.

The EC has exercised
its constitutional powers to
deal with issues where
election laws and rules are
silent.

The Supreme Court
has on various occasions
upheld these powers say-
ing Article 324 is a vast
reservoir of powers for the
poll panel.
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PM Modi flags off Hisar-Ayodhya
flight, lays foundations for projects
worth Rs10,000 cr in Haryana

MI News Service, Hisar
(Haryana): On the occasion
of Ambedkar Jayanti,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flagged off a twice a
week commercial flight
from here to Ayodhya and
laid the foundation stone
of the new terminal build-
ing at the airport on Mon-
day

In line with his com-
mitment to make air travel
safe, affordable and acces-
sible to all, PM Modi laid
the foundation stone of
Maharaja Agrasen Air-
port's new terminal build-
ing to be built at an
estimated cost of over Rs
410 crore.

It will include a state-
of-the-art passenger ter-
minal, a cargo terminal
and an ATC building. The
project is targeted to be
completed in two years.

After PM Modi flagging
off the inaugural flight
from Hisar to Ayodhya
twice a week, and three
flights in a week to
Jammu, Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, and Chandigarh
will mark a significant leap
in Haryana's aviation con-
nectivity.

Modi is in Haryana to
launch several develop-
ment initiatives worth Rs
10,000 crore in the state
on Monday to mark the
birth anniversary of Bhim
Rao Ambedkar, an iconic
figure known for his role in
Dalit emancipation and
framing the Constitution.

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini and sev-
eral state ministers were
among those present at the
event.

During the launch of
the first commercial flight
of the 70-seater Alliance
Air plane from Hisar to Ay-
odhya, the foundation
stone of the terminal-2
building at the airport was
also laid.

Speaking on theocca-
sion, the Prime Minister
said this airport is a signif-
icant gift not only for the
people of Hisar but also for
neighboring districts. The
launch of air services will
greatly enhance regional
trade, tourism and invest-
ment opportunities.

The Prime Minister’s
visit underscored his un-
wavering commitment to
the development of
Haryana. “Today is the
135th birth anniversary of

Dr B.R. Ambedkar, who
framed the Constitution. I
pay my tributes to him and
extend my greetings to the
entire state. April 14 is
going to be historic as we
are going to witness the
flag off of the flight serv-
ices from Hisar to Ayod-
hya,” Prime minister Modi
said.

During his day-long
visit, PM Modi will also in-
augurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of several
major development proj-
ects aimed at enhancing
the state's infrastructure
and connectivity.

The terminal project,
valued at over Rs 410
crore, will include a state-
of-the-art passenger ter-
minal, a cargo terminal,
and an air traffic control
building.

Taking to X, PM Modi
on Sunday posted, “To-
morrow, on Ambedkar

Jayanti, the day will be
dedicated to Haryana's de-
velopment journey. At
around 10:15 in the morn-
ing, I will inaugurate com-
mercial flights between
Hisar-Ayodhya and lay the
foundation stone of the
new terminal building of
the airport. In the after-
noon, there is a program
related to many projects in
Yamunanagar as well.”

During his visit, the
Prime Minister also ad-
dressed a public meeting
in Hisar before heading to
Yamunanagar There, he
inaugurated and lay the
foundation stone of addi-
tional development proj-
ects and interact with the
public.

Underscoring the Cen-
tre's commitment to ex-
panding power
infrastructure and ensur-
ing last-mile electricity de-
livery, the PM Modi laid
the foundation stone for an
800 MW thermal power
unit at the Deenbandhu
Chhotu Ram Thermal
Power Plant in Yamuna
Nagar. The Rs 8,470 crore
project will be spread over
233 acres and is expected
to significantly improve
Haryana's energy security
and power supply reliabil-
ity. Furthering the ‘Gal-
vanising Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan’ initia-
tive, the Prime Minister
also laid the foundation

»» Continued on page 3

Trinamool Congress MP accuses Sukanta
Majumdar of trying to incite violence in Bengal

MI News Service,New Delhi :
namool Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Saket Gokhale has accused Union
minister and West Bengal BJP chief
Sukanta Majumdar of allegedly shar-
ing photos of violence from different
parts of the country, claiming that
they were from the Trinamool-ruled
state ( of West Bengal) . In a post on
Gokhale
screenshot of a post allegedly made
by Majumdar, and accused him of
trying to incite riots in West Bengal.
"In a shocking turn of events, a
Union minister in the Govt of India
has been caught red-handed trying
to incite communal riots in West
Bengal. Yesterday, Union minister

X on Monday,

Tri-

shared

Sukanta Majumdar posted a series of
photos of violence from other states
(including BJP-ruled states). And
then he claimed that these were pho-
tos of 'Muslims being violent during
Hindu festivals in Bengal'," Gokhale
said in his post on X Gokhale fur-
ther alleged that Majumdar was fol-
lowing the orders of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah ahead of next
year’s Assembly elections in West
Bengal. Sukanta Majumdar is at-
tempting to incite riots in West Ben-
gal by posting fake photographs on
social media, he said . The accusa-
tions come in the backdrop of violent
protests over the Waqf (Amendment)
Act in West Bengal’s Murshidabad

riots”,

district since Saturday,
three lives..
ident is also allegedly trying to create
a rift between communities and fuel
Gokhale said adding “You
knowingly posted fake photos with
the intention of fuelling riots. As a
Minister, aren’t you ashamed of com-
mitting a crime to destabilise law
and order?” he asked.

“You deleted your tweet after
being caught. As a Union Minister,
why haven’t you apologised yet for
sharing fake communal propaganda
which can lead to riots? Or was that
your intention all along and you
thought you wouldn’t get caught?”
Gokhale added.

claiming
“BJP’s Bengal unit pres-

US tariffs will "clearly" have a cascading
effect on UK and Global economy

MI News Service, London :
Expressing concern at the
imposition of additional
tariffs,as announced by the
US President Donald
Trump,on all countries,
British ~ Prime Minister
Keir Starmer has told busi-
ness leaders that it will
"clearly"” have a cascading
effect on the UK and
Global economy,

After the US president
announced additional 10
per cent taxes on goods
being exported from the
UK to the USA Starmer
said that "just as with de-
fence and security" the UK
along with the rest of the
world was "entering into a
new era" in terms of econ-
omy and trade.

He said his government
still hoped to secure a deal
with the US but reiterated
that nothing would be "off
the table" when it came to
the UK's response to the
tariffs.

"l want to be crystal
clear - we are prepared.
Indeed, one of the great
strengths of this nation is
our ability to keep a cool

head.", the UK Prime
minister said
The UK has spent

weeks working on a trade
deal with the US to avoid
the full impact of the level
of tariffs introduced on
countries such as Canada
and China.

Asked whether it was
true that the UK had
agreed a deal with US offi-
cial but were awaiting
sign-off from the US presi-
dent, Business Secretary

Jonathan Reynolds
replied: "That is not an in-
accurate reflection."

The US plan sets base-
line tariff of 10 per cent
with items from countries
that the White House de-
scribed as the "worst of-
fenders" facing far higher
rates for what Trump said
was payback for unfair
trade policies.His move
breaks with decades of US
policy embracing free
trade. Analysts said it was
likely to lead to higher
prices in the US and slower
growth around the world.
"We don't want any tariffs
at all, but a lower levy than
others vindicates our ap-
proach. It matters because
the difference between 10
per cent and 20 per cent
is thousands of jobs," PM
Starmer said.

But according to Con-
servative shadow Home
Secretary Chris Philp
"Dozens and dozens of
countries have the 10 per
cent tariff, which is not
based on any sort of nego-
tiating genius by the gov-
ernment, it's based on the
USA's assessment of our
tariffs and other obsta-

cles."Noting that UK car
exports will still be im-
posed with a whopping 25
per cent tariff, he said get-
ting a free trade deal with
the US "should be a prior-
ity" for the government,
adding that it should also
"make sure our domestic
economy is better pre-
pared to weather the
storm that is clearly com-
ing".

The Conservatives are
also claiming the UK has
benefited from being out-
side the EU.Shadow Trade
Secretary Andrew Griffiths
said: "The silver lining is
that Brexit - which Labour
ministers voted against no
less than 48 times - means
that we face far lower tar-
iffs than the EU: a Brexit
dividend that will have
protected thousands of
British jobs and busi-
nesses."Northern Ireland's
Economy Minister
Caoimhe Archibald said
the tariffs were "deeply re-
grettable” and urged the
government to "keep the
north's unique circum-
stances in mind in trade
negotiations".

° That means that

if the EU opt to hit the US
with retaliatory tariffs, but
the UK does not, US goods
entering Northern Ireland
could have to pay the
higher EU taxes.

o However, North-
ern Ireland importers may
be able to get a rebate if
they can prove their goods
are staying in Northern
Ireland. Reform UK chair-
man Zia Yusuf said
Trump's tariffs would
drive big inflation in the US
but were coupled with cuts
to government spending
and tax cuts.In contrast,
he said the UK would get
the high inflation "but with
no offsets"”

o "The risk of a fis-
cal event in the UK just got
much, much more real.

This country urgently
needs competent leader-
ship."

o The UK exported
almost 60 billion pounds
worth of goods to the US
last year, mainly machin-
ery, cars and pharmaceuti-
cals.

o The Confedera-
tion of British Industry
(CBID) has said the govern-
ment "has rightfully tried
to negotiate a carve-out"
and that businesses need a
"measured and propor-
tionate  approach". e
Trump has called the pro-
posed new tariffs a "Liber-
ation Day" for the U.S.
economy. The action aims
to shrink a USD 1.2 trillion
global goods trade deficit
by raising U.S. tariffs

»» Continued on page 3
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Indian Secular Front (ISF) activists took part in a protest raIIy for Wagf protection, and demanded the withdrawal of recent amendments to the Waqf Bill, in Kolkata on Kolkata

Youth Freed,
Visits Ayodhya,
Then Murdered

MI News Service,
Hooghly: A young man , Snajy
Rajbangshi, was brutally mur-
dered in Hooghly near the local
station Sunday night. Recently
released from prison and having
returned from trip to Adyodya,
he was found hacked to death,
sparking a police investigation
into a suspected revenge killing.

A fatal assault Occurred in
the Loharpara area of Hooghly
district, resulting in the death
of Sanjay Rajbangshi. The Chu-
chura Police station confirmed
the incident, stating the victim
was discovered deceased late
Sunday night. Authorities are
investigating the incident as a
potential act of revenge. Pre-
liminary reports incident that
Sanjay Rajbangshi had recently
released from custody following
a conviction in a 2019 homicide
case. Uttar Pradesh, residence
with a relative before return-
ing to West Bengal . Upon his
return,, He began operating
an auto-rickshaw to support
his family. On Sunday evening,
Sanjay Rajbangshi departed
his residence, informing family
members he was attending local
puja festivities. When he failed
to return, his family initiated a
search. Shortly thereafter, they
discovered him with severe in-
juries outside their home. He
was transported to Imambara
District Hospital in Chuchura,
where he was pronounced dead.
The Chuchura Police have es-
tablished cordons and deployed
additional personnel to the area
as they conduct their investi-
gation. The investigation is on-
going, and further details are
expected to be released as they
become available."

Bus stand sweet stall,
vendor's space crunch

MI News Service,
Durgapur: A Durgapur
sweet shop sparked outrage
by converting a government
passenger waiting room into
an extension counter, display-
ing and selling sweets. Bus
passengers and locals are
protesting the enforcement,
claiming administrative in-
action and political collusion.
While the shop owner cites
Poila Baisakh rush and his
maintenance of the space.

A public passenger wait-
ing room, constructed by the
Durgapur Municipal Corpo-
ration at Hadko intersection
in Ward 27, has been repur-
posed as an extension count-
er for a neighboring sweet
shop, triggering widespread
discontent among bus passen-
gers and local residents. The
sweet shop, located adjacent
to the shelter, has reported-
ly occupied the seating area
with displays of various con-
fectionery items, including
sandesh, clove latika, gaja,
and kachori. Furthermore,
allegations suggest that the
shop's customers are utiliz-
ing the shelter's premises for
dining, forcing commuters to
endure prolonged exposure to
the elements while awaiting
transportation. Deepak Ku-
mar Paswan, a local resident,
asserts that repeated requests
for the shop owner to vacate
the public space have bheen
disregarded, with the munic-
ipal administration failing to
intervene. BJP MLA Laxman
Ghorui has criticized the sit-
uation, alleging administra-
tive complicity and accusing
Trinamool Congress leaders
of accepting bribes from the
sweet shop owner, thereby en-
abling the encroachment. The
shop owner, Gautam Batbyal,
defends his actions by citing
increased business during the
New Year period and claims
responsibility for the shelter's
maintenance, justifying the
placement of his merchan-
dise.

Police intervenes in violent Monk clash

MI News Service,
Siliguri: Siliguri is gripped
by escalating violence in
following alleged attacks
on Charak monks. Clashes
between two9 groups have
erupted in ward number
four, resulting in widespread
vandalism, shop looting and
injuries to police personnel.
The unrest, which began two
days prior with attacks on
Caraks pilgrims, intensified
dramatically on Sunday pro-
moting the development of
Rapid Action Force (RAF) as
authorities struggle to quell
the escalating tensions and
control the spread of rumors.

Siliguri has become the
site of significant civil unrest
following allegations of at-
tacks against Charak monks.
Clashes between two factions

have escalated in Ward num-
ber four, resulting in wide-
spread property damage and
injuries to law enforcement.
The situation, which has
been volatile for two days,
intensified Sunday with re-
ports of further assaults on
Charak pilgrims. Initial in-
cidents involving attacks on
pilgrims triggered height-
ened tensions, which were
temporarily mitigated hy
swift administrative action.
However, the situation dete-
riorated markedly on Sun-
day, with renewed reports of
violence. A large-scale con-
frontation ensued, involving
hundreds of individuals from
opposing groups. Multiple
commercial establishments
were subjected to vandalism
and looting, leaving debris

scattered throughout the
area. Two police personnel
sustained injuries while at-
tempting to restore order. A
police spokesperson stated,
"Upon receiving reports of
projectile attacks, officers
were dispatched to the loca-
tion. The prevailing situation
appears to be exacerbated
by the dissemination of un-
substantiated rumors. We
are urgently appealing to
the public to refrain from
propagating or acting upon
unverified information."
In response to the escalat-
ing violence, the Rapid Ac-
tion Force (RAF) has been
deployed to the area. The
region remains tense, and
authorities are conducting
extensive patrols to prevent
further outbreaks of conflict

Court order ignored, playground fight erupts

MI News Service,
Nadia: A violet clash erupt-
ed in Nabadwip’s Kanain-
agar Battala area over a
disputed playground, eslat-
ing into a battlefield. Villag-
ers, attempting to prevent
a court- defying occupation
by local promoters, were
allegedly attacks with fire-
arms. Police responded with
lathi charges to quell the un-
rest, deploying a significant
force to restore order. Te
dispute centers on the forc-
ible takeover of long-used
community playground,
triggering widespread local
residence.

A significant disturbance
occurred in the Kanainager

Battala area of Nabadwip,
Nadia district, stemming
from a land disputes involv-
ing a local playground. Res-
idence allege that three pro-
moters attempted to forcibly
occupy the community rec-
reational space, which has
historically served as a
playground for local chil-
dren. The dispute escalat-
ed following a court ruling
the favored the residents,
contingent on the promot-
er’s provision of valid land
ownership documentation,
which the promoters re-
portedly failed to produce.
Residents claims that the
promoters, in defiance of the
court’s decision, proceeded

to dismantle playground fix-
tures, including goal posts
and pillars. Subsequently
residents protests were met
with alleged violence as pro-
moters reportedly enlisted
external individuals who
employed firearms against
the villagers. Law enforce-
ment personnel from Nabad-
wip and Krishnanagar
Kotwali police station were
dispatched to the scene,
employing lathi Charge to
restore order. A substantial
police presence remains in
the area to maintain stability
and prevent further escala-
tion. Authorities are current-
ly allegations of illegal occu-
pation and assault.

IFA proposes 7:4 format to boost Bengali footballers

MI News Service,
Kalyani: To provide a
chance to more Benga-
li footballers in Kolkata
football, the Indian Foot-
ball Association has taken
plans.

As for the lack of Ben-
gali footballers in Kolk-
ata grounds, the Macca
of Foothall, is prominent,
the IFA has started to pon-
der over it. It has taken
plans to implement the 7
: 4 formula, said Ajit Ban-
dapadhyay, the IFA Presi-
dent and the elder brother
to West Bengal Chief Min-
ister. He said so at Kalyani
- Kantaganj in Nadia on
Monday. He came here to
inaugurate the blood do-
nation camp and cultural
function at the Ambedkar
Utsava of Kantaganj Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Athlet-
ic Club. This is the 27th
anniversary of the Utsa-
va. " A team of Kolkata
Football will have to fol-
low the 7 : 4 format and
there will be minimum 7
local footballers and max-

imum 4 outsuders in a
team, if needed. I already
have discussed with the
big teams in Kolkata, " he
added.

It is remarkable that the
big clubs in Kolkata, in-
cluding East Bengal, Mo-
han Bagan and Maham-
mad are more inclined
to take either foreign
footballers or from other
States.

However, during the
press meet he confessed
that the IFA is helpless re-
garding Got Up matches.

He more stated that the
IFA has remained active

in talenthunt That s why
the district football league

goes on and it keep a
watch over the matches to
find out good footballers.

Suchismita Singha
Biswas, Member, Nadia
Zilla Parishad too was
present in the program
as a guest. She said, "
Ambedkar was a man of

great personality. The
backward class people
were enlightened pro-

foundly by his great ef-
fort and activities. But
we have to work more for
those people for their all
round development."

Corruption claims, Tilottama's
mother supports jobless teachers

MI News Service,
Panihati: Seeking justice
and highlighting widespread
corruption, Tilottama's
parents will join the unem-
ployed teachers' protest,
following their daughter's
tragic death, which they at-
tribute to systemic corrup-
tion.

Tilottama's parents have
pledged their support to the
upcoming Navanna cam-
paign, organized by unem-
ployed qualified teachers,
scheduled for April 21st.
Representatives from the
Deprived Job Seekers, Em-
ployees, and Unemployed
Oikyamancha met with the
family in Panihati on Mon-
day to extend a formal invi-
tation.

The Oikyamancha rep-
resentatives articulated

that the Navanna campaign
aims to address the sys-
temic corruption they al-
lege has deprived qualified
individuals of employment
opportunities. "Talent is
being stifled across Bengal
due to corruption,” stated
a representative, emphasiz-
ing that Tilottama's case is
symptomatic of a broader
issue. "We have appealed to
Tilottama's parents and the
public to unite in this fight."
Tilottama's father reiterated
his long-standing demand
for justice, stating, "The in-
justice they have suffered
requires adjudication. We
will participate in the April
21st Navanna campaign
to demand accountability.
We urge all conscientious
citizens to join this proces-
sion." Tilottama's mother

characterized her daughter
as a "victim of corruption,”
extending this designation
to all qualified individu-
als facing unemployment.
"While my daughter cannot
be brought back, we will re-
main steadfast in our fight
against corruption," she as-
serted. Tilottama's body was
recovered from the RG Kar
Medical College and Hospi-
tal seminar hall on August
9th of the previous year,
prompting widespread pub-
lic demonstrations. The inci-
dent ignited statewide pro-
tests, including candlelight
vigils. The upcoming Na-
vanna campaign represents
the latest manifestation of
public discontent, with Ti-
lottama's parents joining
the unemployed teachers in
their pursuit of justice.

Double death
follow suspicious
relationship

MI News Service,
Tarakeswar: Domestic dis-
pute turns fatel in Tarkeshwar,
A vegetable seller Adhir Mon-
dal is suspected of murdering
his cloth seller wife Nayantra
Mondal,, and then Committing
suicide,, amidst accusation of
extramarital affair.

Authorities are investigating
a suspected murder-suicide that
occurred in the Talpur Paschim-
para area of Tarkeshwar on
Monday morning. Adhir Mondal
(48), a local vegetable vendor,
and his wife, Nayantara Mondal
(38), a cloth seller, were found
deceased at their residence.

Preliminary reports indicate
that Adhir Mondal allegedly
assaulted his wife with a sharp
object, believed to be a vegeta-
ble cutter, before taking his own
life by hanging. The incident
occurred following a period of
escalating domestic discord. Ac-
cording to neighborhood sourc-
es, the couple had experienced
prolonged marital strife, with
Adhir Mondal reportedly har-
boring suspicions of infidelity.
Family sources confirm that the
couple had two daughters, one
married and the other a minor.
The incident unfolded after the
couple's younger daughter left
for morning tuition. Upon dis-
covering the deceased, local res-
idents alerted the Tarkeshwar
Police Station. Officers arrived
at the scene, recovered the bod-
ies, and initiated an investiga-
tion. The bodies have been sent
for post-mortem examination.

The Tarkeshwar Police are
currently conducting a thorough
investigation to determine the
precise sequence of events and
the underlying causes of this
tragic incident.

Bhangar Chaos: CCTV
disabled amid arson attacks

MI News Service,
Bhangar: CCTV Targeted,
Vehicles Torched in Bhangarh
Clashes: A Wagqf protest de-
scended into violent chaos, with
allegations of ISF involvement in
the destruction of surveillance
equipment and arson attacks on
police vehicles.

Renewed violence erupted in
Bhangarh during a Waqgf pro-
test, resulting in the destruction
of CCTV surveillance systems,
arson targeting police vehicles,
and widespread vandalism. The
incident has triggered a wave
of accusations between political
factions, raising concerns about
the instigators of the unrest.

The violence, which unfolded
in the Sonpur Bazar area, fol-
lowed a morning of heightened
tension during a procession
organized by the Indian Secu-
lar Front (ISF). A confrontation
between protestors and law
enforcement ensued after po-
lice intercepted a portion of the
march. MLA Naushad Siddiqui
led a separate procession, fur-
ther escalating the already vol-
atile situation.

The afternoon witnessed a
dramatic escalation, with po-
lice vehicles being vandalized
and set ablaze. Motorbikes were
also targeted, leaving charred
wreckage strewn across the
streets. Notably, CCTV cameras,
installed by the Kolkata Police
following the area's jurisdictional
transfer, were systematically de-
stroyed. Authorities suggest this
targeted destruction indicates
an attempt to obstruct identifi-
cation of the perpetrators. Law
enforcement has deployed sig-
nificant reinforcements to the
area, and several arrests have
been made. Reports indicate that
five police personnel sustained
injuries during efforts to quell
the violence. Canning East MLA
Shawkat Mollah condemned the
violence, alleging ISF involvement
and characterizing their actions
as "anti-social." In response, MLA
Naushad Siddiqui challenged the
impartiality of police accusations,
asserting that Trinamool Con-
gress members were involved in
the arson. He called for a thor-
ough investigation based on video
evidence, suggesting that individ-
uals were operating under the

2,000 Cr shipyard planned for Nandigram

News Service,
Nandlgram Industrial
landscape is sparking con-
troversy. Opposition leader
Shuvendu Adhikari claims
a 2,000 Cr central govern-
ment ship repair factory
is underway, while port
authorities assert private
companies and leaning land
not receiving direct fund-
ing. Past failed promise and
election- season activity fuel
local skepticism regarding
the project’s completion.

A dispute has erupted
over the development of a
ship repair facility in Nan-
digram, with conflicting
accounts from political fig-
ures and port authorities.
Shuvendu Adhikari, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the West Bengal state as-
sembly, claims the central
government has allocated
22,000 crore for two facto-
ries in Gillingham, includ-
ing the ship repair facility,
a statement made during a
Ram Navami event. Howev-
er, the Haldia Port Authority
contradicts this, asserting

that the project involves
leasing port land to private
companies, with the port
generating revenue through
rentals, and that the central
government is not directly
investing in the ship repair
factory. The port author-
ity anticipates increased
employment opportunities
around the Haldia Port area
through these private sec-
tor developments. Bappa-
ditya Garg, the Trinamool
Congress Block President
for Nandigram-1, dismisses
Adhikari's claims as polit-
ically motivated, alleging
that the land lease to a pri-
vate company for ship re-
pair is being misrepresented
for electoral gain. Local res-
idents express skepticism,
citing a history of unfulfilled
industrial promises in the
area. Recent infrastructure
developments, such as road
construction and gate instal-
lations in Gangachar, have
been met with cautious op-
timism, as residents recall
numerous land surveys and
announcements that did not

lead to concrete projects.

The industrial history of
Gillingham includes the clo-
sure of the Burn Standard
Factory, which operated on
land allocated by the Haldia
Port Authority in 1978, and
the failure of a 2009 coach
factory announcement by
then Railway Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. Currently,
the Haldia Port Authority
has entered into a 30-year
lease agreement with a
private company for barge
repair and maintenance
on approximately 565,848
square meters of land in
Gillingham. This agree-
ment stipulates an annual
rent and an advance de-
posit. Alongside this, plans
are underway for a railway
component manufacturing
factory and a small ship
manufacturing unit. The
discrepancy between politi-
cal claims and port authori-
ty statements has generated
uncertainty regarding the
project's funding and execu-
tion, leading to local appre-
hension.

Landslides tragedy, child dies
playing father devastated

MI News Service,
Banshihari: A nine year
old boy Nabadwip Sarka,
Tragically died in Banshi-
hari’s Moshun village after
being buried in a landslide
while playing near pond.
The incident occurred as
he accompanied his father,
who was collecting soil. De-
spite3 immediate rescue ef-
forts by locals, the child was
pronounced dead at Rashid-
pur Rural Hospital. The in-
cident has left the family
and the community in deep
mourning.

A tragic incident in
Moshun village, under the
Braj Ballabh Pur gram
panchayat of Banshihari
police station, resulted in

the death of a nine-year-old
boy, Nabadwip Sarkar. The
incident occurred on Mon-
day morning when Nabad-
wip accompanied his father
to a local pond.

According to reports, the
father was collecting soil
when the child began play-
ing near the pond's bank.
A sudden landslide caused
the bank to collapse, bury-
ing the child beneath the
earth. Upon realizing the
situation, the father raised
an alarm, prompting im-
mediate rescue efforts from
nearby residents. After ap-
proximately ten minutes,
locals successfully extricat-
ed the child and transport-
ed him to Rashidpur Rural

Hospital. Medical personnel
at the hospital pronounced
the child dead upon arriv-
al. The Banshihari police
subsequently recovered the
body and dispatched it to
Balurghat District Hospital
for a post-mortem exam-
ination.

The child's father,
Tarnikanta  Sarkar, ex-
pressed profound grief,
stating that he had re-
peatedly cautioned his son
against playing in the area.
The incident has resulted in
significant distress within
the local community. Au-
thorities are conducting an
investigation into the cir-
cumstances  surrounding
the landslide."

Ganga bath turns fatal for students

MI News Service,
Hooghly: Tragedy struck
Konnagar's Baro Mandir
Ghat today as two school
students drowned in the
Ganges. The incident oc-
curred after a group of five
students, who had finished
playing at a nearby field,
went for a swim. Despite
attempts by three of their
friends to escape, the two
victims, residents of Risha-
ra NS Road, succumbed to
the waters, reportedly un-
able to swim. The incident
has prompted a rescue
operation by disaster man-
agement teams and cast a
pall of grief over the local
community.

A tragic
curred at

incident oc-
Konnagar's

Baro Mandir Ghat today,

resulting in the drowning
of two school students.
The students, residents of
Rishara NS Road, Hoogh-
ly, were part of a group of
five who had been playing
at the nearby Konnagar
Alkali ground. Following
their recreational activity,
they entered the Ganges to
bathe.

"According to local
sources, the students en-
countered difficulties in the
water, with two succumb-
ing to the currents. While
three individuals managed
to exit the river, the re-
maining two were unable
to escape. The incident
prompted an immediate
response from local law
enforcement and the disas-
ter management team, who

deployed divers to conduct
a search and recovery op-
eration.

"The incident has elic-
ited expressions of grief
from the local community.
Shwetadra Banerjee, Youth
Trinamool President of
Ward No. 6, Konnagar, ac-
knowledged the recurring
nature of such incidents
at the Baro Mandir Ghat,
highlighting the challenges
associated with regulating
access to the sacred site.
He emphasized the necessi-
ty for heightened vigilance
by both the administration
and local authorities to
mitigate future occurrenc-
es. Investigations into the
precise circumstances sur-
rounding the drowning are
currently underway.

Dr. Bhi Rao bedkar J4aati Celrtio ]

Nurul Islam Khan

On Monday, a special pro-
gram was organized in
Ward 30 and Ward 56 to
mark the birth anniversary
of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar
at the initiative of Swapan
Samaddar, member of the
Kolkata Municipal Council,
municipal representative of
Ward 56 and president of
North Kolkata INTTUC. Swa-
pan Samaddar sheds light
on Dr. Ambedkar's ideals

and his invaluable contribu-
tion to society. The meeting
was attended by ward num-
ber 30 mayor Papiya Ghosh
Biswas, Mukesh Sau, De-
bashis Biswas, Sameer Saha,
Kishore Das, Paresh Roy and
Kishore Samanta. Swapan
Samaddar inaugurated the
meeting and garlanded the
portrait of Ambedkar. Edu-
cational materials were dis-
tributed among the younger
students, which was a spe-
cial highlight of the event.

Anubrata Mondal's plea
with folded hands

MI News Service,
Birbhum: 'When Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee has
taken charge of the Waqf
Amendment Bill, why should
we let the soil of Bengal turn
red with blood?' said Anubra-
ta Mondal, the district pres-
ident of the Trinamool Con-
gress in Birbhum. His clear
statement was, "We are all
brothers, we will live together.
We will not cause any trou-
ble or violence. He gave this
message to the workers with
folded hands." He was speak-
ing on stage at a meeting in
Nalhati, Birbhum on Monday
afternoon. He was heard giv-
ing this message at that time.
Various parts of the state have
been in a state of turmoil for
the past few days due to the
anti-Wakf movement. Pictures
of unrest are being seen from
Murshidabad, Malda to South
24 Parganas.

guise of ISF members.
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~L/ Monday on Red Road, Minister Aroop Biswas paid tributes to

On the occasion of the 135th birth anniversary of Dr. Bhimrao Ramjl Bahasaheb Amhedkar, the architect of the Indian Constituion, Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Babasaheb Ambedkarstatue on behalf of the

Minister Aroop Biswas paid tribute to his portrait at Trinamool Bhavan on Monday, on behalf of the State Trinamool Congress.
Trinamool Congress Vice President Jayaprakash Majumdar, MLA Nirmal Majhi, and other party leaders were also present.

State Trinamool Congress. Minister Shobhandev Chatterjee,
Jayaprakash Majumdar and other provincial leaders were present.
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Country dedicated to...

From PG 1

and best wishes to all fel-
low citizens. In his inspir-
ing life, Babasaheb created
a distinct identity of his
own despite facing ex-
treme difficulties and
earned respect around the
world," President Murmu
wrote in a post on X.

Also paying his rich
tributes, PM Modi said that
it was due to Ambedkar’s
inspiration that the coun-
try was dedicated to real-
ising the dream of social
justice. "His principles and
ideas will strengthen and
speed up the building of an
'aatmanirbhar' (self-re-
liant) and developed

India," he said in X han-
dle.. Senior Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi, Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, and
Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge also paid homage
to the statue of Dr Ambed-
kar. Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta was also
present to offer the trib-
utes. Every year on April
14, India observes Ambed-
kar Jayanti, commemorat-
ing his birth anniversary. It
is observed as a public hol-
iday in several Indian
states and is marked by
processions, seminars, and
cultural events.

Situation in violence-hit...

From PG 1

Three people have died
and several others injured
in the violence which
raged in Suti, Dhulian,
Samserganj and Jangipur
areas for more than two
days since Friday after-
noon over the protest
against the passing of
Wagf (Amendment) Act by
the Central government

So far more than 200
people have been arrested
in connection with the vio-
lence following protests
against the new Act till
Monday afternoon, he
said.

"The situation in and
around these disturbed
areas is peaceful and
under control. There is no
report of any untoward in-
cident from anywhere in
the district of Murshid-
abad. Police deployment is
there and we will not
allow any form of nuisance
to disturb peace," another
senior police official said
adding BSF personnel ac-
companied by state armed
police and RAF conducted
route marches along the
national highway and

nearby alleys and bylanes.
The streets and alleys,
however, wore deserted
looks as marketplaces,
and shops remained shut
with people choosing to
stay indoors.

At least 18 police per-
sonnel were also injured
in clashes, some seriously
and admitted to different
hospitals, he said.

Several vehicles, in-
cluding police vans, were
set on fire, stones were
pelted on security forces,
shops looted and van-
dalised, and police kiosks
burnt down during the
rampage.

As a result hundreds of
people affected by such
unabated violence in Mur-
shidabad district have
crossed the Bhagirathi
River and took shelter in
adjoining Malda, officials
said. The local administra-
tion has arranged for ac-
commodation and food for
the fleeing riot-hit families
and sheltered them in
schools, while deploying
volunteers at the river
bank to assist those arriv-
ing in boats.

PM Modi flags off Hisar...

From PG 1
for a Compressed Biogas
Plant in Mukarabpur, Ya-
muna Nagar. With an an-
nual production capacity
of 2,600 metric tonnes, the
plant will promote organic
waste management, clean
energy generation, and en-
vironmental conservation.
Larter in the day PM
Modi also inaugurated the

Rewari Bypass project, a
14.4 km stretch developed
at a cost of Rs 1,070 crore
under the Bharatmala
Pariyojana. This infra-
structure boost will help
decongest Rewari City, cut
travel time between Delhi
and Narnaul by approxi-
mately one hour, and fos-
ter economic and social
activity in the region.

US tariffs will '

From PG 1

to levels charged by other
countries and counteract-
ing their non-tariff trade
barriers.

o he British gov-
ernment, which oversees a
relatively trade-intensive
economy compared with
other G20 countries, is
seeking to avoid the recip-
rocal tariffs by negotiating
a new economic deal with
the United States.

° Prime Minister
Keir Starmer spoke to
Trump on Sunday and the
business minister Jonathan
Reynolds visited Washing-

‘clearly" have...

ton earlier this month in
the hope of securing a deal
that would spare Britain
the impact of the tariffs.

° One option that
Britain is considering is
softening the impact of its
digital services tax on tech-
nology companies to help
secure a deal, according to
a British government offi-
cial.

e Trump has claimed
that digital services taxes,
and the value added taxes
levied by European coun-
tries including Britain, are
discriminatory against U.S.
companies.

Kalighat skywalk....

From PG 1

The footpath along Kali
Temple Road has been ren-
ovated, too, with newly laid
paver blocks, he said adding
“We have widened the foot-
path. Earlier, it was be-
tween 6ft and 7ft wide. Now
the footpath is 12ft wide. We
have demarcated space for
hawkers on the footpath,
leaving two-thirds of the
width free for pedestrians
following the street vending
rules,” said the engineer.
The construction of the sky-
walk and the sprucing up of
the pavement and roads
have cost more than Rs100

crore, said an engineer.

The construction of the
skywalk began in October
2021 with an 18-month
deadline. Several new dead-
lines were set and missed.
KMC engineers and officials
said multiple challenges had
to be overcome. “We had to
shift a brick box-drain, high
tension electricity lines and
three water supply lines.
Their shifting on such a clut-
tered and busy road took
time. A redundant gas sup-
ply line had to be removed,
t00.” “There were severe
restrictions on when we
could work.

Firhad urges Waqf act protesters to march to Delhi, not disrupt Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata: In the
wake of rising tensions sur-
rounding the Waqgf Act, West
Bengal Minister and Kolkata
Mayor Firhad Hakim has cate-
gorically dismissed the rationale
behind ongoing protests in the
state, asserting that the legisla-
tion is not being implemented in
Bengal. Amid escalating demon-
strations led by the Indian Secu-
lar Front (ISF), Hakim has called
for unified protests in Delhi—
law originates—

causing public
inconvenience in a state that has

the
than

where
rather

pI‘OCGSSiOIlS was

not adopted the controversial
Act. Over the past few days, Mur-
shidabad has witnessed height-
ened agitation over the Waqf
legislation. On Monday morning,
ISF workers and supporters
launched twin protest marches
from Bhangar, led by party MLA
Naushad Siddiqui. The destina-
tion was Kolkata’s Ramleela-
Maidan. However, one of the
intercepted
mid-route by police, prompting
protesters to breach barricades
in defiance. This led to heated
confrontations, physical alterca-

tions,

Addressing

and eventually,
lathi-charge to restore order.

Hakim stated, “The Chief Minis-
ter has already clarified that the
Wagqf Act will not be enforced in
Bengal. Then why the drama?
Why inconvenience the public?
When we block roads, all sec-
tions of society are affected. If
the law isn’t even applicable
here, what is the purpose of such
protests—just to show num-
bers?” He added pointedly, “If
you must protest, why not go to
Delhi, where the law is being im-

police

the  unrest,

plemented? That’s where oppo-
sition makes sense.”

In a sharp political retort,
Leader of the Opposition Suven-
duAdhikari mocked the ISF-led
protest, referring sarcastically to
Siddiqui’s previous interactions
with the Trinamool leadership.
“We don’t attend BAC meetings,
but Naushad does. He even held
one-on-one meetings at Na-
banna. This wasn’t expected
after having fish fry together,”
Adhikari said, insinuating collu-
sion. Despite the chaos, Siddiqui
proceeded towards Ramleela-

Maidan with a team, reaffirming
that all participants were legiti-
mate ISF workers. “If TMC mem-
bers pose as ISF and join our
march, that’s another issue. But
our rally was peaceful—we took
no provocative steps,
serted.

As the political temperature
rises, the debate over the Waqf
Act continues to spark con-
tention, revealing deeper rifts
between Bengal’s ruling party,
opposition, and fringe players
navigating sensitive communal
and legal narratives.

”»

he as-

&

a . ) 4 - = a
Hindu devotees hanging on ropes perform rituals during the Charak festival, in Kolkata on

Monday.

Bus rams into Park Street
divider, 5 injured

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A major road accident oc-
curred this morning in the
bustling heart of the city,
causing panic and high-
lighting persistent con-
cerns over public transport
safety. A government-run
bus travelling from
Howrah lost control and
crashed into the central di-
vider at Park Street, near
Chatterjee International in
Maidan, around 10:30 AM.
The impact was so intense
that the vehicle mounted
the divider, severely dam-
aging its front portion and
forcing emergency crews
to cut through both the bus
and the divider to facilitate
removal.

Preliminary reports
suggest the accident may
have stemmed from me-
chanical failure. The
driver, upon sensing a
malfunction, attempted an
emergency stop. However,
with several vehicles in
close proximity, he swiftly
chose to steer the bus into

the divider to prevent a
larger catastrophe. Fortu-
nately, due to low pedes-
trian traffic at the time, a
major tragedy was
averted.

It has also emerged
that a reckless race be-
tween two buses may have
contributed to the inci-
dent. Witnesses claim that
during the aggressive ma-
noeuvring, the govern-
ment bus lost control,
smashed through a rail-
ing, and eventually came
to rest atop the divider.
The front of the bus bore
the brunt of the collision,
with multiple components
dislodged and strewn onto
the road.

At the time of the
crash, there were approx-
imately 15 passengers on
board. Five were report-
edly injured, with one in-
dividual requiring
hospitalization. Among the
passengers were a woman
and a child; the child sus-
tained a minor head injury

and was rushed to SSKM
Hospital. After receiving
preliminary  treatment,
both were discharged.

The aged concrete di-
vider remains partially
broken and unstable, with
the bus precariously tilted,
posing a risk of toppling.
As a precaution, both sides
of the affected lane were
cordoned off, and vehicu-
lar movement in the area
was temporarily sus-
pended. Traffic congestion
followed, but normalcy
was gradually restored
after a crane removed the
damaged bus.

Authorities have
launched a thorough in-
vestigation to ascertain
the cause of the accident.
Key questions have been
raised regarding the bus’s
speed, mechanical upkeep,
and whether negligence
played a role. Eyewit-
nesses and local com-
muters expressed relief
that the consequences
weren’t more severe.

 State Edu Dept seeks list of eligible
and ineligible candidates from SSC

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant develop-
ment following the
Supreme Court’s cancella-
tion of the 2016 SSC re-
cruitment panel, the West
Bengal School Education
Department has formally
requested a district-wise
list of eligible and ineligi-
ble candidates from the
School Service Commission
(SSC). This step marks a
crucial move by the state
government toward resolv-
ing the ongoing crisis in-
volving nearly 26,000
terminated school employ-
ees. Sources  within
BikashBhavan confirm
that the request specifi-
cally pertains to those can-
didates whose eligibility
status remains unclear—
those neither explicitly
deemed ineligible nor offi-
cially validated as quali-
fied. Although the SSC had
previously submitted a
general list of ineligible
and ambiguous cases, this
time the department has
asked for the classification
to be broken down by dis-
trict, enabling quicker

ground-level assessment
by District Inspectors of
Schools (Dis). This initia-
tive follows a series of
high-profile meetings with
affected jobseekers. Just
last Monday, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee ad-
dressed a gathering at Ne-
taji Indoor Stadium, urging
the dismissed candidates
to remain patient and con-
tinue attending schools.
She assured that “not a
single deserving candidate
will be deprived of their
job” and mentioned that
multiple plans were in mo-
tion to reinstate eligible in-
dividuals. Echoing similar
sentiments, Education
Minister BratyaBasu held
a follow-up meeting where
he indicated that the SSC
had already begun prepar-
ing the eligibility lists.
According to internal
sources, a preliminary list
of approximately 19,000
eligible candidates has al-
ready been emailed to the
Education  Department.
SSC also reportedly in-
cluded in this updated list
those whose names were

not previously tagged as
ineligible by the court but
were omitted in earlier
communications.

The department plans
to verify all submitted data
thoroughly before taking
any administrative action.
The next course of action
will follow after legal vet-
ting and cross-verification
by local education officers.
The Education Minister
also stated that if all legal
consultations align, the
final eligibility list will be
published by April 21.

The Supreme Court’s
judgment had earlier la-
belled the 2016 recruit-
ment process as
“unconstitutional” and “in-
stitutionally corrupt,”
leading to the termination
of thousands of teaching
and non-teaching staff.
While the court ruling trig-
gered waves of protest, the
state government’s ongo-
ing measures signal a re-
newed effort to distinguish
the deserving from the un-
deserving and deliver jus-
tice through a legally
sanctioned pathway.

Kunal Ghosh alleges BSF-central
nexus behind Bengal unrest

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a startling revelation,
Trinamool Congress
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
has alleged that a section
of the Border Security
Force (BSF), in collusion
with certain political fac-
tions and central agencies,
is facilitating the infiltra-
tion of violent elements
across the border to incite
unrest in West Bengal. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence, Ghosh demanded a
thorough investigation into
the recent disturbances in
Murshidabad, warning of a
deep-rooted conspiracy
aimed at maligning the
state.

“Democratic protests,
meetings, and rallies are
legitimate in any civil soci-
ety,” Ghosh remarked.
“However, in areas where
violence has broken out,
there are serious allega-
tions that some infiltrators,
with the tacit support of a
segment of the BSF,
crossed the border to pro-
voke conflict and damage

Bengal’s reputation. Locals
are unable to identify the
main instigators—those
who led the violence seem
to be outsiders,” he added.

Ghosh went further to
implicate a covert alliance
between central agencies
and select political actors,
suggesting the existence of
a "blueprint" to orches-
trate such disruptions.
“There are growing claims
that, under the influence
or direction of certain cen-
tral agencies, a section of
the BSF was manipulated
to allow these instigators
in, only for them to vanish
after  executing their
plans,” he said. “Why are
these individuals untrace-
able? Why can’t locals rec-
ognize them? These people
lit the fire, both literally
and figuratively.”

He squarely placed the
blame on the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), accus-
ing the party of fuelling in-
stability for political gain.
“This is the BJP’s agenda—
provocation and division. I

urge people not to fall into
their trap. We demand an
impartial investigation to
verify the authenticity of
these claims. It’s a danger-
ous conspiracy,” Ghosh as-
serted.

Meanwhile, BSF intelli-
gence sources have pre-
sented a parallel theory,
suggesting that extremist
elements from  Cha-
paiNawabganj in
Bangladesh may also be
involved in fuelling the re-
cent violence in Murshid-
abad and Malda.
Intelligence reports point-
ing in this direction have
already been submitted to
the Inspector General for
review.

As the controversy
deepens, the political
blame game escalates,

casting a shadow over law
and order in Bengal and
raising urgent questions
about cross-border infil-
tration, communal provo-
cation, and the
politicisation of national
security forces.
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A section of teacbrs rendered jobless by a recent Supreme Court verdict boarded a bus for

\

Delhi on Monday, aiming to broaden their agitation beyond West Bengal. They plan to hold
a sit-in protest at Jantar Mantar.

Guv steps in on Murshidabad
unrest, talks with CM Mamata

MI News Service, Kolkata: Amid escalating
unrest in Murshidabad over the Waqf Act,
West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose
has directly communicated with Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee to assess the
ground situation. In a rare move, the Gov-
ernor released a video message on Sunday
evening, declaring that Raj Bhavan is
closely monitoring developments in the vi-
olence-hit region. Towards the end of his
address, Bose also issued a spirited mes-
sage in Bengali, calling for peace and

order.

Over the past few days, Murshidabad
has witnessed widespread agitation and
communal tension sparked by protests
against provisions of the Waqf Act. In re-
sponse, the administration has deployed
police forces along with paramilitary
units, including the Border Security Force
(BSF), to maintain order. Following direc-
tives from the Calcutta High Court, addi-
tional central forces were dispatched to
the district. On Saturday, Director General
of Police Rajeev Kumar visited Murshid-
abad to take stock of the situation. On
Sunday morning, he assured the media
that the situation was “fully under con-
trol.” Anand Rai, Superintendent of Police
for the Jangipur Police District, echoed

day.

this sentiment, stating that conditions
have improved significantly. However, he
raised concerns about misinformation
being circulated on social media, urging
the public not to fall prey to rumours. As
a preventive measure, internet services
have been suspended in several parts of
Murshidabad. Restrictions have also been
extended to select regions in Malda and
Birbhum districts, where internet access
will remain blocked until 10 PM on Tues-

In his official statement, Governor

Bose asserted, “I have spoken to the Chief
Minister about the Murshidabad situation.
Raj Bhavan is keeping a close watch. The
Union Home Ministry is also monitoring
the developments. Miscreants are being
arrested. Neither criminals nor their mas-
terminds will be spared. No one will be al-
lowed to take the law into their own hands.
The state police and BSF are working in
tandem, and sufficient central forces have
been deployed. The Centre is prepared to
send more forces if necessary.” nln a strik-
ing conclusion to his address, the Gover-
nor, switching to Bengali, proclaimed,
“Sangharsha,
hobena.Cholbena, cholbena”—a resound-
ing call for peace and an end to violence.

hingshahobena,

Afghan national with fake identity arrested

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a significant breakthrough, the
Special Security Control Organisation of Lalbazar appre-
hended an Afghan national at Delhi Airport who had been
living in India for years under a fabricated identity. Identified
as Mohammad Nabi Khan, the accused was attempting to flee
to Kabul via Delhi when officials intercepted and arrested him
based on a pre-existing Look Out Circular (LOC). According
to sources from Lalbazar, Nabi was among ten Afghan na-
tionals who came under scrutiny in 2022 for illegally residing
in Kolkata. These individuals were found occupying three
rooms on a Waqf property in the BidhanSarani area under
the jurisdiction of Shyampukur Police Station. The matter
came to light when the Waqf Treasurer lodged a formal com-

plaint with the police. Upon investigation, it was discovered
that though all ten possessed valid Afghan passports, they
had fraudulently acquired Indian identification documents,
including Aadhaar and PAN cards, to extend their stay un-
lawfully. In the initial phase of the investigation, five of the
accused were arrested, while the remaining five absconded.
Lalbazar authorities subsequently issued LOCs against
them. Of these absconders, four are still at large, and efforts
to trace and apprehend them are ongoing. Meanwhile, legal
proceedings in the case are underway in court. Police have
already filed a charge sheet. Following Nabi’s arrest on Fri-
day, he was brought before the Chief Judicial Magistrate’s
(CJM) Court in Kolkata on Sunday under transit remand.

Bengal Health Panel bans withholding Bodies over unpaid hosp bills

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a stern move to uphold pa-
tients’ rights and dignity after death, the West Bengal Clinical
Establishment Regulatory Commission has issued a strong
directive to private hospitals: no deceased patient’s body can
be withheld over unpaid medical bills. The commission has
also indicated that stringent regulations are on the cards to
prevent such practices. This directive follows numerous an-
nual complaints where grieving families were denied custody
of their deceased relatives because they couldn’t clear pend-
ing hospital dues. “Even if there are outstanding bills, no ex-
cuse will be tolerated when it comes to releasing a dead
body,” stated Commission Secretary Arshad Warsi. “Hospi-
tals often appeal to us, citing their financial concerns. But

we must prioritise ethics and humanity,” he added. The issue
came into sharp focus during the recent state conference of
the Progressive Nursing Home Association, where All India
Nursing Home Association chairman H. M. Prasanna pointed
out a “lack of compassion” in many Bengal nursing homes.
Warsi echoed the sentiment, citing unethical practices like
excessive and often unnecessary testing on critical patients
within the first 24 hours of admission, leading to inflated
bills. According to Warsi, some patients are billed as much
as Rs 50,000 to Rs 60,000 in a single day through tests like
MRI and CT scans—many of which may not be medically
warranted. This overbilling, he noted, damages trust and
burdens families during already traumatic times.
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Miscellaneous

Name Change

I, Matiyar (Old Name),Son Of]
Matleb Ali Molla, Residing At Bej-
para, Karinya, Balagarh, Hooghly
- 712146, Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Matiar Rahaman|
Molla(New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary|
Public At Kolkata On 11/04/2025.

Name Change

I, Gobinda Prasaad Maity ( old|
name) S/O Surendra Maity, resid-
ing at Ruinan, P.S.- Sabang,
Paschim Medinipur, Pin- 721144,
West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Gobinda Maity (new|
name) as declared before the no-
tary public at kolkata, dated
11/04/2025. Gobinda Maity (new
name) and Gobinda Prasaad
Maity (old name ) both are same|
and identical person.

Name Change

I, Pragati & Km Pragati ( old|
names) W/0 Abhigyan Kotnala,
residing at 3003, Tower 12, Elita
Garden Vista, Action Area-3,
Newtown, P.S.- Technocity, Bid-
hannagar, Pin- 700135, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name|
and shall henceforth be known as
Pragati Kotnala (new name) as
declared before the notary public
at kolkata, dated 11/04/2025. Pra-
gati Kotnala (new name ) and Pra-
gati & Km Pragati (old names ) all|
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Abdul Rahman s/o late Sher|
Mahammad Khan residance of]
Segun Bagan Lane.P.o Telinipara|
.of dist Hooghly pin 712125.My
actual name is Abdul Rahman and|
my son name is Abid Khan ,but in-
advertently my name wrongly|
written or recorded as Abdul
Rahman Khan instead of Abdul|
Rahman in said son 's (Abid
Khan) MP examination (WBBSE)
examination 2007.That Abdul
Rahman 'Abdul Rahman Khan|
and Ab Rahman is same and one
identical person.Vide an Affidavit
sworn before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Chinsurah (Sadar)
Hooghly.on 10th April 2025.

Name Change

I, BINOD RUNGTA (Old Name) S/o.
Lt. Basudeo Rungta, residing at|
53/C/2 AND 3, BON BEHARI BOSE
ROAD, HOWRAH, WEST BENGAL
- 711 101, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
BINOD KUMAR RUNGTA (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata vide Affi-
davit No. 2497 dated 11/04/2025,
BINOD RUNGTA (0Old Name) and|
BINOD KUMAR RUNGTA (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Lipi Gharai Mukherjee D/o Late
Hiralal Mukherjee, W/o Late Dilip
Gharai resident of Adarsha Pally,
5th Lane, Birati, North 24 Par-
ganas Kolkata - 700051 declare
that in my Aadhar Card No.
XXXX XXXX 0266 my name has
been recorded as Lipi Gharai
Mukhrjee D/o Hiralal Mukherjee ,
in my PAN Card No. ASXPG5864B
my name has been recorded as
Lipi Gharai and in my Bank A/c in|
SBI, Shakespeare Sarani Branch|
Kolkata jointly with my deceased
husband Late Dilip Gharai my
name has been recorded as Mrs.
Anuradha Garai. That Lipi Gharai
Mukherjee D/o Hiralal Mukherjee,
Lipi Gharai and Mrs. Anuradha|
Garai all are same and one iden-
tical person, i.e., myself vide affi-
davit No. 1433 dated 07.03.2025
before the court of Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class at Kolkata.

Name Change

I, AHAD ALI KHAN son of LATE
ABED ALI KHAN residing at R-38,
Garden Reach Road, P. O & P.S.Gar-
den Reach, Kolkata 700024,South|
24 Parganas, West Bengal do
hereby affirm and declare that my
correct and actual name is AHAD
ALI KHAN and my father's name is
LATE ABED ALI KHAN which has
been mentioned in my Aadhaar
Card n0.5705 2551 5124 . Inadver-
tently my name has been wrongly
recorded as M Ahad Ali and also my|
father's name recorded M Abed in
my Voter ID Card no. FKC 1201631
in place of my correct name AHAD
ALI KHAN and my father's name is
LATE ABED ALI KHAN. By an affi-
davit no. 19438 before the LD Judi-
cial Magistrate 1st.Class at Alipore,
on 19.03.2025 that AHAD ALI
KHAN son of LATE ABED ALI KHAN|
and M. Ahad Ali son of M. Abed is
the same and one identical person.

I, Rozi Begum, D/o- Md.
Taqi Alam, W/o- Syed Mo-
hammed Zia, residing at 2A,
Shah Aman Lane, Janki
Apartment,  Khiddirpore,
P.O.- Khiddirpore, Dist.-
Kolkata, West Bengal-
700023. In my some docu-
ments my name has been
recorded Rozy Begum in-
statead of Rozi Begum. so
vide affidavit before the Ld.
1st Class Judicial Magistrate
at Alipore on 02/01/2025
that Rozi Begum & Rozy
Begum is same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Swapan Ganguly son of
Late Mahadeb Ganguly
residing at 94/4, P. Road,
Netajigarh, Belgachia, P.S.-
Dasnagar (Old P.S.- Liluah),
Dist.- Howrah, 711108, have
changed my name and he
shall henceforth be known
as Swapan Kumar Ganguly
as declared before Notary
Public at Howrah Court,
Howrah, West Bengal Vide
Affidavit No. K/Apr/246/25
Dated 09.04.2025. Swapan
Ganguly  and Swapan
Kumar Ganguly both are
same and identical person.

Metro to run 236
services in Blue
Line And 90 serv-
ices in Green Line-1
On Good Friday
(18.04.2025)

BLUE LINE

Metro will run 236
(118 UP + 118 DN) services
in Blue Line on 18.04.2025
(Friday) instead of 262
daily services.

First Service :- At 06:50
hrs. from Noapara to Kavi
Subhash (No Change) At
06:50 hrs. from Kavi Sub-
hash to Dakshineswar (No
Change) At 06:55 hrs. from
Dakshineswar to Kavi Sub-
hash (No Change) At 06:55
hrs. from Mahanayak
Uttam Kumar to Dak-
shineswar (No Change)

Last Service :- At 21:30
hrs. from Kavi Subhash to
Dakshineswar (No Change)
At 21:28 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Kavi Subhash
(No Change) At 21:40 hrs.
from Kavi Subhash to Dum
Dum (No Change)

Special night Metro
services in Blue Line will
be available from Kavi
Subhash and Dumdum sta-
tions at 22:40 pm as usual
on that day.

GREEN LINE-1

Metro will run 90 serv-
ices (45 UP + 45 DN) from
06:55 hrs. to 21:40 hrs at
an interval of 20 minutes.

First Service :- At 06:55
hrs. from Sealdah to Salt
Lake Sector V (No Change)
At 07:05 hrs. from Salt
Lake Sector V to Sealdah
(No Change)

Last Service :- At 21:35
hrs. from Sealdah to Salt
Lake Sector V (No Change)
At 21:40 hrs. from Salt
Lake Sector V to Sealdah
(No Change)

*Normal services will
be available in Green Line-
2, Purple Line and Orange
Line on that day.*

Name Change

I, Debananda Adhikari (old name)
S/0 Kartick Chandra Adhikary, re-
siding at Kalipur Gobra Purbasha,
Kalipur, P.S - Dankuni, Hooghly -
712708, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as De-
bananda Adhikary (new name) as|
declared before the notary public|
at kolkata, dated 11/04/2025. De-
bananda Adhikary (new name )
and Debananda Adhikari (old|
name) both are same and identi-
cal person.

1, Jayanti Debnath, Jaydev Debnath
my father, residing at 525 Purba
Sinthee Bye Lane, Near Natun
Bazar, Dum Dum, VTC South Dum
Dum (M), P.O. Ghughudanga, Dist.
24 PGS (N), PIN - 700030, W.B.
shall henceforth be known as
Jaydev Chandra Debnath vide an
affidavit dated 03.04.2025 before
the Notary Public, Kolkata. Jaydev
Debnath & Jaydev Chandra
Debnath both are same and one
identical person i.e. my father.

Name Change

|, Abdullaha Sekh, s/o Salam Sekh,
residing at Vill-Chandpur, P.O.-Bitra,
P.S.-Kalna, Dist. Purba Bardhaman
do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that in my Passport in
father’s column my father name
written as Abdul Salam Sekh. That
Salam Sekh and Abdul Salam Sekh
is the same and one identical person
vide an affidavit no. 11, date 11/03/
2025 before In The Court of Ld.
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class at Kalna.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE

I, SAKUNTALA SINGH, wife of
Ganeswar Singh, Residing at AT-
Salabani, Post-Rangamatia, Dist-
Mayurbhanj, State-Odisha, Pin-
757049, and present residing at Salt
Lake, Sector-5, Kolkata, West Bengal,
That my actual and correct date of birth
is 15/06/1995 which has been
recorded in my Pan Card and High
School Certificate Examination
Papers and documents. That
inadvertently my date of birth has been
recorded in my husband's
(GANESWAR SINGH) Service
Recorded as 15/06/1991 in place of
my correct date of birth 15/06/1995 the
authority concerned should be
rectified it. vide Affidavit before the
Judicial Magistrate, Calcutta Incharge
of Affidavit Section, Solemnly affirmed
and declared before me at Calcutta
No. 759 on 3rd April 2025.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE

|, MOUSAM RANI, daughter of Manoj Kumar
Pandey, (D.0.B. 20/12/2000), residing at Ward No.
13, Nayan Sukh Nagar, Bhawanipur, Antichak,
Bhagalpur, Bihar-813203, India, That my wrong
date of birth is 20/12/2000 which is recorded and
appeared in my School record lying with Army
Public School, Ferozepur Cantt. vide CBSE
Affiliation No. 1630048 School No. 04596, Book
No. 25, SL. No. 4902, Admission No. 29323. That
on earlier occasion at the time of my
Acknowlegement No. Aadhaar Card in UDAI
enrolment wherein my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 20/02/2000 vide 1119/20188/14509
dated 14/03/2013. as That afterwards in my Adhaar
Card vide No. 8384-6681-1234 wherein again my
date of birth correctly recorded 20/12/2004. That
henceforth | sworn this affidavit for the purpose of
rectification of my date of birth as 20/02/2000 &
20/12/2000 which is/are incorrectly mentioned in
the aforementioned documents and also to insert
my correct date of birth as 20/12/2004 as per record
in my school documents and this date of birth is
evident and authenticate before any competent
authority as and when required. vide Affidavit
before the Judicial Magistrate, Calcutta Incharge of
Affidavit Section, Solemnly affirmed and declared
before me at Calcutta No. 2708 on 11th April 2025.

Cleanliness Awareness
Programme Conducted at
Ballygunge Railway Station

ER Continues Its Drive to Promote
Hygiene and Responsible Behaviour

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A comprehensive cleanli-
ness awareness  pro-
gramme was organized at
Ballygunge (BLN) Railway
Station on April 14, 2025,
with a focus on sensitizing
passengers, vendors, and

other railway users about
the importance of main-
taining a clean and hy-
gienic environment within
station premises. The ini-
tiative aimed to raise
awareness about proper
waste disposal practices,
discourage littering, and
reinforce the prohibition of
spitting in and around the
station area including Rail-
way track. As part of the
campaign, passengers and
stakeholders were actively
engaged and educated on
their role in keeping rail-
way premises clean and

safe. The programme wit-
nessed active participation
and support from the Envi-
ronment and Housekeeping
Management department,
Chief Health Inspector |,
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), and cleaning staff, all

o=

of whom played an instru-

mental role in the effective
execution of the awareness
drive.In addition to the
awareness campaign, en-
forcement measures were
also taken. A total fine
amounting to 32,500 was
collected from 16 individu-
als found violating cleanli-
ness norms. Eastern
Railway remains commit-
ted to fostering a culture of
cleanliness and responsible
civic behaviour across its
network through regular
awareness drives and en-
forcement initiatives.

Rs 4K Cr fraud:

SC scraps

bail of 13

MI News Service, New Delhi: The Supreme Court set
aside the anticipatory bail granted to 13 individuals ac-
cused of corporate fraud involving over 34,000 crore of
public funds. Punjab and Haryana High Court had earlier
granted anticipatory bail to the accused, but the Supreme

Court deemed the decision

“perverse and untenable”

after the ministry of corporate affairs’ Serious Fraud In-
vestigation Office challenged the high court’s order. The
accused had defied arrest warrants and the proclama-
tion order issued by a special court in Gurgaon.

“Even though the non-bailable warrants were issued
from time to time against the respondents, and even
though the proclamation proceedings were initiated
against them, the high court has passed the impugned
orders. “The said orders have been passed in utter dis-
regard of the mandatory conditions contained in Section
212(6) of the Companies Act, and also ignoring the con-
duct of the respondents accused. Such orders being in
the teeth of the legal position settled by this court, as also
in the teeth of Section 212(6) of the Companies Act,
would fall into the category of perverse orders and there-
fore untenable at law,” a bench of Justices Bela M.
Trivedi and Prasanna B. Varale said.

Name Change

I, Shuktara Mondal, Wife Of Nur-
jamal Mondal, Residing At Chand-|
pur, Dhantala,Nadia-741202,West
Bengal,Shall  Henceforth  Be
Known As Suktara Khatun Mon-|
dal Vide An Affidavit Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 11/04/2025. That Shuktara)
Mondal And Suktara Khatun
Mondal Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Bablu Mondal ( old name) S/0O|
Gobinda Mandal, residing at Vill &
P.O.- Haldi Para, P.S.- Hanskhali,
Ranaghat, Pin- 741502, W.B,
India, have changed my name and|
shall henceforth be known as
Bablu Mandal (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at|
kolkata, dated 11/04/2025. Bablu
Mandal (new name ) and Bablu
Mondal (old name ) both are same|
and identical person.

Name Change

I, Poushali Adhikari (old name)
D/0 Debananda Adhikary, resid-
ing at Kalipur Gobra Purbasha,
Kalipur, P.S - Dankuni, Hooghly -
712708, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Poushali
Das Adhikary (new name) as de-
clared before the notary public at|
kolkata, dated 11/04/2025.
Poushali Das Adhikary (new|
name) and Poushali Adhikari (old
name) both are same and identi-
cal person.

Name Change

I, Sadhana Ghosh ( old name) S/O
Gobinda Ghosh, residing at BAN-
PUR SANGLANGNA PASCHIM|
PARA,PO BANPUR,PS KRISHNA-
GANJ,NADIA-741503, West Ben-
gal, India, have changed my name|
and shall henceforth be known as
Sadhan Ghosh (new name) as de-|
clared before the notary public at|
kolkata, dated 11/04/2025. Sad-
han Ghosh (new name ) and Sad-
hana Ghosh (old name ) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Nazneen Begum (old name) W/O
Md. Hanif, residing at House
No.11, Road No-01, Old Purulia|
Road, Zakirnagar, Mango,
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand, Pin-
832110, India, have changed my|
name and shall henceforth be
known as Naznin Perween (new
name) as declared before the no-
tary public at kolkata, dated 11/04
/2025. Naznin Perween (new|
name ) and Nazneen Begum (old
name ) both are same and identi-

cal person.

120 women at BIS
cycle rally in Digha

MI News Service, Digha:
The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) recently organ-
ized a Cycle Rally in Digha.

The rally, took place
along the sea beach of
Digha, the beach city of
West Bengal. It witnessed
the enthusiastic participa-
tion of 120 women volun-
teers who created
awareness among the
tourist visiting the old
Digha beach.

The rally was preceded
by a sensitisation program
of the volunteers by S
Dhar, Director BIS and
Imon Mukherjee, Assistant
Director Dept. of consumer
affairs govt. of West Bengal
a presentation on the ben-
efits of procuring certified
(ISI marked) goods was
given by M Gantait, Joint
Director BIS. Utkarsh Di-
waker, Assistant Director
BIS informed the partici-
pants about the BIS care
app which can be used to
verify the HUID number
marked on gold jewellery
so that its authenticity can
be verified.

The rally aims to en-
courage the use of BIS-cer-
tified products, thereby
promoting quality con-
sciousness among the gen-
eral public. Standards play
a crucial role in fostering
industrial efficiency, pro-
tecting public interest, and
enabling economic growth
through import substitu-
tion and the promotion of
exports.

Speaking about the ini-
tiative, a BIS official said,
“Standards are the back-
bone of a strong economy
and a safe society. This
rally is a step toward mak-
ing consumers aware of
their rights to quality and
the significance of choos-
ing certified products.”

Chittaranjan Locomotive Works

134th Birth Anniversary
of Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R
Amhedkar Celehrated in CLW

[
_—

MI News Service, Chit-
taranjan: 14.04.2025,The
134th birth anniversary of
Bharat Ratna Baba Saheb
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar,
the architect of the Consti-
tution of the country, was
celebrated in Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works (CLW)
on 14 April. The program
was organized with great
fervor in the Baghwar Hall
of the Technical Training
Center. On this occasion,
Shri Vijay Kumar, General
Manager, who was present
as the chief guest, gar-
landed and paid floral trib-
ute to the portrait of Baba
Saheb. Apart from this, the
President, Secretary and
officials of the SC ST Asso-

ciation, the principal head
of the departments, offi-
cers and employees also
paid floral tribute to the
portrait of Dr. Ambedkar.
In his address, Shri Kumar
said that the biography of
Baba Saheb is inspiring.
We all need to learn from
his biography. The country
will always remember his
role as a social reformer.
The secretary of SC ST As-
sociation also expressed
his views on this occa-
sion.Mr. Kumar, General
Manager felicitated and
congratulated the success-
ful participants in the
essay competition organ-
ized on the life & times of
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.

ER'S continuous
endeavor to Keep Station
Premises & Track Clean
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*Howrah Division of East-
ern Railway Promotes
Cleanliness at Purbasthali
and Pundooah railway sta-
tion The MI News Service,

Kolkata:  Eastern Rail-
way's Howrah Division
took a proactive step to-
wards promoting cleanli-
ness and hygiene at
Purbasthali and Pundooah
railway stations and its
surrounding areas through
a comprehensive aware-
ness drive conducted on
14.04.2025.

The initiative, led by
the division's Environment
and Housekeeping Man-
agement (EnHM) and
health department, with
the active participation of
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) and local
shopkeepers. The cam-
paign aimed to raise
awareness among the pas-
sengers, vendors, and
other rail users about the
importance of responsible
waste disposal, discourag-
ing littering, and reinforc-

ing the prohibition of spit-
ting at Railway premises
and other public areas.
Special emphasis was laid
on the pressing issue of
plastic pollution. Officials
educated the travellers
and railway users about
the harmful effects of plas-
tic waste on the environ-
ment and public health,
urging a shift toward sus-
tainable, eco-friendly al-
ternatives. Railway users
were encouraged to utilize
the designated waste bins
placed throughout the sta-
tion and to adopt practices
such as using reusable
bags, bottles, and contain-
ers.

These concerted efforts
of Howrah Division of the
Eastern Railway have not
only improved the cleanli-
ness of railway facilities
but also played a pivotal
role in instilling a sense of
responsibility among pas-
sengers and staff towards
maintaining hygiene and
sanitation standards

Dry-up fear on Nainital Lake
as water level drops to 4.7 ft

MI News Service, Nainital: The water level of the Naini
Lake, considered the lifeline of Nainital, has dropped to
4.7 feet, the lowest in five years, causing concern among
residents and the authorities. Scanty rain and snowfall in
the tourist town this winter has increased the chances of
the lake hitting a record low in the summer months of
April, May and June. Last year, the hill station in Uttarak-
hand faced a similar situation but the monsoon more than
compensated and replenished the lake abundantly, rais-
ing its level to 12ft. However, this year, there has been
very little rain and snowfall. Nainital received snowfall
only twice last winter — December 9 and January 12 —
which was insufficient to replenish the lake, its control
room in-charge, Ramesh Gaida, said. Now, with the water
level continuously depleting and the summer and tourist
season yet to begin, the situation has become a cause for

concern, he said.

Critical Bridge Girder
replacement completed suc-

cessful

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Eastern Railway continues
its unwavering commit-
ment to enhancing the
safety and efficiency of
train operations through
timely infrastructure up-
grades. In line with this,
the Asansol Division has
successfully completed the
replacement of girders of
the old Bridge No. 114A
(originally constructed in
1946) on the Down Line
between Siuri and Kunuri
stations. The replacement
was executed on 13th
April 2025 during a sched-
uled traffic and power
block from 06:55 hrs. to
14:15 hrs. The bridge com-
prises two spans of girders
measuring 9.15 metres
each and one span of
15.85 metres. The work
was completed within the
allotted block period with
utmost precision and ad-
herence to safety proto-
cols.

In addition, a series of
critical safety and mainte-
nance works were also un-
dertaken in the Andal
(UDL) - Sainthia (SNT) sec-
tion during this period,
further strengthening

y in Asansol Division

track reliability and opera-

tional safety.

Key Highlights of Work
Executed: Track Upgrada-
tion at Bridge No. 05 Rail
Destressing: 4.6 KM Plain
Track Tamping: 7.1 KM for
improved ride quality Deep
Screening (DGS): 2.4 KM to
enhance ballast support-
Rail Replacement: 260
Track Metres Glued Joint
Replacement: 2 Nos. SKV
Welding: 27 Nos. for seam-
less rail connectivity Fish-
plate Greasing: 80 Nos. to
minimise wear and tear

Moreover, hard en-
croachments were suc-
cessfully cleared at Ukhra
Station, contributing to im-
proved safety and smooth
railway operations. The
entire operation was effi-
ciently executed by the En-
gineering Department of
Asansol Division with ac-
tive support from all con-
cerned departments. The
timely and successful com-
pletion of this crucial infra-
structure task stands as a
testament to the technical
capability, planning, and
seamless coordination of
the dedicated railway
team.

Revised regulation of trains
for Non-Interlocking Work
over North Eastern Railway

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Due to Non-Interlocking
work for 3rd line between
Gorakhpur & Gorakhpur
Cantt. stations (3.5 km.) in
connection with Kusmhi-
Gorakhpur Cantt.-Gorakh-
pur Jn. 3rd line (14 km.)
over North Eastern Rail-
way, Railway was decided
to regulate a few trains
which was informed earlier
through Press Release, has
been modified as under :
13019 Howrah-Kathgo-
dam Bagh Express (Jour-
ney Commencing from
15.04.2025 to 02.05.2025 =
18 trips) will run via proper

route i.e. via Chhapra Jn.-
Gorakhpur Jn.-Gonda-
Barabanki Jn. and 13020
Kathgodam-Howrah Bagh
Express (Journey Com-
mencing from 15.04.2025
to 02.05.2025 = 18 trips)
will run via revised diverted
route i.e. via Barabanki Jn.-
Ayodhya  Cantt.-Jaunpur
Jn.-Varanasi Jn.-Varanasi
City-Aunrihar Jn.-Mau Jn.-
Bhatni Jn.-Chhapra Jn. and
skipping stoppages at Jar-
wal Road, Gonda Jn.,
Mankapur Jn., Babhnan,
Basti, Khalilabad, Gorakh-
pur Jn., Chauri Chaura,
Deoria Sadar.

Eastern Railway's RPF Res-
cued 63 Passengers in Dis-
tress During FY 2024-23

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) of Eastern
Railway has been relent-
lessly working round the
clock to ensure the safety,
security, and well-being of
railway passengers. With a
steadfast commitment to
service, RPF personnel
continue to uphold the
highest standards of vigi-
lance and responsiveness
through various missions
across the zone. During
the financial year from 1st
April 2024 to 31st March
2025, under Mission Jee-
van Raksha, RPF person-
nel displayed extraor
dinary bravery and pres-
ence of mind by saving the
lives of 63 passengers in

distress. These passengers
were found in life-threat-
ening situations, including:

Slipping while board-
ing or de-boarding moving
trains

Falling into the gap be-
tween the platform and a
running train

Attempted suicides

Accidental trespassing
on railway tracks

In each of these inci-
dents, RPF staff risked
their own lives to act
swiftly and rescue the pas-
sengers from fatal conse-
quences. These acts of
courage not only reflect
the humane side of the
Force but also inspire con-
fidence among the travel-
ling public.

Kolkata's ‘largest handmade
telescope’ inaugurated

MI News Service, Kolkata: A group of scientists and op-
tical observers from two organisations in Kolkata have
come together to create a telescope, described as the

largest in the city.

The 14.5-inch /5 Dobsonian telescope was inaugu-
rated during the day in north Kolkata’s Shyambazar
area, one of the key persons behind the project said.

“It is the largest handmade telescope in the city. It
embodies both craftsmanship and scientific ambition.
The core of this telescope is its large parabolic primary
mirror, which was painstakingly hand-ground and
shaped in Kolkata,” said Dr Sudipta Sasmal, co-founder
and associate professor of TASES.
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Zero Poverty mission to be

named after Dr Ambedkar: Yogi

MI News Service,
Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath announced that
the 'Zero Poverty' mission
in Uttar Pradesh will be
named after Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar. He said that
this initiative, set to launch
later this month, aims to
lift every underprivileged
and deprived individual
above the poverty line.

Inspired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's vision,
the programme aims to
ensure that no underprivi-
leged person is left without
access to basic amenities
and government welfare
schemes, Adityanth said
while addressing a gath-
ering organised by the
Ambedkar Mahasabha to
mark the birth anniversary
of the late jurist-cum-social
reformer.

On the occasion, he also
released a commemorative
souvenir, the UP govern-
ment said in a statement.

Manipur Guv pays
tribute to Netaji

MI News Service,
Moirang: Manipur Gov-
ernor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
paid tributes at the statue
of Subhas Chandra Bose in
Moirang, where on this day
in 1944 the tricolour was
raised by the INA.
Speaking at the pro-
gramme at the INA Mar-
tyrs' Memorial Complex
in Moirang in Bishnupur
district, Bhalla said it was
a profound honour for him
to commemorate one of the
historic episodes in India's
struggle for Independence.
He said what the Indian
National Army (INA) did in
Moirang symbolised resis-
tance, hope, and the un-
yielding spirit of a nation
determined to be free.

ATS & ICG seize Rs 1,800cr
drugs dumped by Pak men

MI News Service,
Ahmedabad: In a joint
operation, the Gujarat
Anti-Terrorist Squad and
the Indian Coast Guard
have seized over 300 kg
of drugs worth Rs 1,800
crore which were dumped
into the Arabian Sea by Pa-
kistani smugglers who fled
across the international
maritime boundary on be-
ing chased, officials said.

The seized contraband
is suspected to be meth-
amphetamine and has
been handed over to the
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)
for further probe, a release
by the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) said.

Methamphetamine is
a lab-made (synthetic)
stimulant also known as
"ice" or "crystal meth". It
is a highly addictive rec-
reational drug which ex-
hibits powerful euphoric
effects.

Police nab man hiding

cocaine worth Rs 7.85 cr

MI News Service,
Mumbai: Mumbai Cus-
toms seized 785 grams of
cocaine worth about Rs
7.85 crore from a Ugan-
dan passenger at Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, an
official said.

The passenger had con-
cealed the contraband in
his stomach by ingesting
it during the journey, he
said.

"Based on suspicion,
the passenger was inter-
cepted by Mumbai Cus-
toms on the night of April
9. During interrogation,
the accused was found
to be restless and anx-
ious. He then admitted
he had swallowed a large
number of yellow tablets.
A medical examination
showed the tablets in the
stomach weighed 785
grams," the official said.

SC dismisses adoption
deed in property dispute

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Supreme Court
has refused to interfere
with an order of the Alla-
habad High Court discard-
ing the adoption deed of a
man in a property dispute
case, saying it was a cal-
culated move to deny the
daughters of their rightful
inheritance of their fa-
ther's estate.

In the protracted le-
gal battle, the petitioner
Ashok Kumar had referred
to his adoption deed of
August 9, 1967, to claim
the inheritance of proper-
ties of Bhuneshwar Singh
who had two biological
daughters-- Shiv Kumari
Devi and Harmunia. The
plea claimed Bhuneshwar
Singh, a now-deceased
UP resident, had adopted
Ashok in a ceremony.

Globally Al to bring massive job
cuts in tech & pharma sector

MI News Service, New
Delhi/Washington: In
2025, major players like
Google, Microsoft, and Am-
azon are once again slash-
ing roles, shifting focus to
Al, squeezing out middle
management, and pushing
for a leaner structure.

According to Layoffs.fyi,
over 23,500 tech employ-
ees have already been laid
off this year across 93 com-
panies.

Google and Microsoft are
leading the charge with yet
another round of layoffs on
the cards.

Google, under Alphabet,
has laid off hundreds in its
Platforms and Devices di-
vision—home to Android,
Pixel and Chrome. The de-
cision follows a voluntary
exit program from January,
part of a wider cost-cutting
strategy. Earlier in Febru-
ary, the tech giant cut jobs
in its Cloud and HR teams.

"The opportunity with Al

is as big as it gets," Google
CEO Sundar Pichai said on

April 8.
In December 2024, CEO
Sundar Pichai had an-

nounced a 10 per cent cut
in management and VP-lev-
el roles - a move that sig-
nalled what lay ahead.

Microsoft is preparing
for another round of lay-
offs as early as May. The
target: middle-manage-
ment. The company wants
a higher ratio of engineers
to non-technical staff, re-
ported.

This follows the 650 job
cuts in Xbox in September
2024 and another 2,000
earlier this year.

Infosys has laid off more
trainees at its Mysuru cam-
pus. In February, it had
fired 400 after they failed
evaluations three times.

IBM is cutting nearly
9,000 roles across various
teams in the US - cloud,
consulting, CSR, sales, CIO

functions. About 10 per
cent of the Cloud group has
been shown the door. Many
of those roles are being
shifted to India, reported
Outlook Business.

The layoff wave isn’t lim-
ited to the tech titans.

WordPress parent Au-
tomattic cut 16 per cent of
its workforce, around 270
employees.

Canva laid off 10-12
technical writers, citing a
shift to Al-generated con-
tent.

TikTok axed 300 jobs in
Dublin, about 10 per cent of
its Irish staff.

Ola Electric cut over
1,000 roles, its second
round of downsizing in five
months.

Siemens let go of 5,600
employees, targeting its au-
tomation and EV charging
units.

HP removed 2,000 jobs
under its “Future Now” re-
structure.

Blue Origin axed over
1,000 engineers. Salesforce
cut another 1,000 roles,
even as it continued to re-
cruit for AL

Meta started the year by
letting go of 5 per cent of
its workforce (3,600 roles),
flagging them as “low per-
formers.”

Amazon laid off dozens in
its communications team.

Al is changing the shape
of the workforce. Compa-
nies are trimming the fat
and redirecting resources
to automation and machine
learning. Inflation, high in-
terest rates and tighter tech
budgets are only adding to
the pressure.

Two Goodwill locations
have shut down, putting
nearly 100 jobs on the line.

Bombay Shaving Com-
pany CEO Shantanu Desh-
pande posted a blunt as-
sessment on  LinkedIn:
professionals in their 40s
are vulnerable. “They have

children entering college,
financial responsibilities to-
ward parents, EMIs to pay
— and often, not enough
savings. It’s deeply concern-
ing. The stress is real, and
the pressure intense. Start
upskilling in Al, save ag-
gressively, and cultivate an
entrepreneurial mindset,”
he wrote. They earn more,
and are often the first to go
during restructuring.

Outside tech, the pharma
and biotech sectors laid off
over 4,000 employees in the
first three months of 2025.

The gaming industry
continues to bleed. Ubisoft
Leamington has shut down.
Eidos-Montréal is letting go
of 75 employees. Microsoft
Gaming, Electronic Arts,
Sony, and Bungie are all on
the list, according to CCN.

Tata Steel Nederland
plans to slash 1,600 roles in
management and support
functions reported India.
com.

Mumbai under severe water crisis
as tanker strlke enters 4th da

MI News Service,
Mumbai: Depleting water
level in the seven lakes that
supply drinking water to
Mumbai and a strike by the
Mumbai Water Tanker As-
sociation has rendered res-
idents of India’s financial
capital thirsting for water.

The Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation on
Monday invoked the Disas-
ter Management Act, 2005
to ensure water tankers
reach the citizens when de-
manded.

The BMC supplies
around 3,900 million liters
of drinking water daily; wa-
ter tankers supply an addi-
tional 200 million liters.

The Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005, gives BMC
the teeth to assume control
of private water tankers
and ensure an uninterrupt-
ed water supply throughout
the city.

The strike entered its
fourth day on Monday and
has disrupted water supply
to the nearly 70,000 hous-
ing societies and affected
on-going construction proj-
ects and the Railway ser-
vices.

The MWTA called the
strike to protest against the
Central Ground Water Au-
thority’s revision of its ex-
isting guidelines, which has
introduced stricter regula-
tions for water tanker oper-
ators and borewell owners.

The civic body has man-
dated that the well owners
need to secure a licence
from the Central Ground
Water Authority.

At the citizen facilitation

centres in the ward offic-
es, the registered societies
must place their requisi-
tion with the fees similar to
those for a private tanker
with an additional 25 per

cent administrative sur-
charge along with daily wa-
ter consumption data.

Civic officials have de-
ployed ward-level teams,
including police, transport
authorities, and health of-
ficials, to coordinate tanker
movement and manage dis-
tribution.

Police protection is being
provided at the 385 filling
points to maintain order
and prevent any potential
unrest. As a temporary re-
lief measure, the civic body
has also released 350 mil-
lion litres of water from its
backup reserves.

Mumbai’s seven lakes,
responsible for supplying
drinking water to over 1.25
crore people, have dwin-
dled to a mere 31.23 per
cent of their total usable
capacity, reports News18.
com

According to the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-

ration (BMC), the city’s cur-
rent water supply stands
at a meagre 5.67 lakh
million litres, a drop from
last year’s levels of nearly
9 lakh million litres during
the same period.

Mumbai’s water supplies
at the current rate of con-
sumption last for around
45 days without substantial
rainfall or alternate water
supply arrangement. Most
of the larger water sources
like Modak Sagar, Middle
Vaitarna and Bhatsa, which
are the primary source of
the water system, are at
critically low levels.

Around 1800  water
tankers in the city provide
non-potable water from
ring wells and borewells.

The capacity of each such
vehicle is 10,000 litres. Ac-
cording to estimates, these
tankers supply around 200
million to 250 million litres
of non-potable water per
day, which is used primar-
ily at construction sites, in
shopping malls and for in-
frastructure projects.

These vehicles also sup-
ply 50 million litres of po-

table water. There are
around 800 to 900 ground-
water sources in Mumbai.

As people are facing a
water shortage in some
areas, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray
has raised his voice on the
issue.

Thackeray criticised the
government’s delayed re-
sponse in addressing the
pressing issues of depleting
lake levels and the ongoing
tanker strike. He labelled
the situation as “avoidable”
and held the state admin-
istration accountable for
“failing to prepare for a
predictable summer short-
age.”

Thackeray urged the
BMC to release a transpar-
ent action plan and ensure
equitable water distribu-
tion, particularly in slum

areas and densely populat-
ed regions.
Deputy chief minister

Eknath Shinde, who also
heads the urban develop-
ment department which
controls local bodies, di-
rected BMC commissioner
Bhushan Gagrani to halt the
implementation of guide-
lines for water tankers till
June 15 in order to ensure
a smooth supply of water to
citizens in summer.

Despite a temporary sus-
pension of the enforcement
of these guidelines and
high-level meetings involv-
ing Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and Union jal
shakti minister C.R. Patil,
the strike persists, leaving
residents anxious and frus-
trated.

Fadnavis, throligh a post
on X Friday, said he has di-
rected the Mumbai munic-
ipal commissioner to find
“an immediate solution”
by way of finding out the
“golden mean” in the re-
vised rules and demands of
tanker owners, as “a wa-
ter (shortage) problem has
arisen in some places”.

CR Paatil chaired a meet-
ing at Bandra Kurla Com-
plex, in which representa-
tives of tanker owners were
present along with Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration and Central Ground
Water Authority officials.

Paatil instructed the
CGWA administration to
simplify the ‘Bhu-Neer’ on-
line system for obtaining
NOCs to make it more us-
er-friendly.

Developed by the Cen-
tral Ground Water Au-
thority (CGWA) in collab-
oration with the National
Informatics Centre (NIC),
“Bhu-Neer” is a centralised

platform for managing
groundwater  withdrawal
permits.

The key innovations in
“Bhu-Neer” include a PAN-
based single ID system, a
user-friendly interface and
QR-coded No Objection
Certificates (NOCs), mak-
ing the process digital and
faceless.

The portal also provides
comprehensive details on
groundwater policies, legal
frameworks and sustain-
able practices, serving as
a vital resource for project
proponents and stakehold-
ers.

Under Nitish Bihar got IIT, NIT, AIIMS: BJP

MI News Service,
Patna: Union Minister Gi-
riraj Singh on Sunday tar-
geted RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav, claiming that the
people of Bihar have made
up their mind to root out
nepotism in the upcoming
assembly polls in the east-
ern state.

He said that the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal’s ‘MY-BAAP’
- Muslim-Yadav and Bahu-
jan-Agdaa (forwards)-Aadhi
Abaadi (women)-Pichda -
formula also won’t work in
the polls.

He was in Ahmedabad
to attend the ‘Sneh Milan
Samaroh’ organised by the
Gujarat BJP to mark the
extended Bihar foundation
day celebration.

Singh said that when
RJD supremo and Tejashwi
Yadav’s father Lalu Yadav
was the chief minister, he
worked to “defame” Bihar
and only cause misery to
the people.

Tejashwi Yadav has been
targeting Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and his gov-
ernment over “widespread
corruption, bribery and ris-
ing crimes, unemployment,
inflation, migration and
poverty” in Bihar.

“What (Tejashwi Ya-
dav) has said about Nitish
Kumar’s government is
‘thetharology’  (irrational
talk). The era of Charwaha
Vidyalaya (schools for cat-
tle grazers) started by Lalu
Yadav has ended.

“Under Nitish Kumar’s
rule, Bihar got IIT, NIT,
NIFT, AIIMS, and medical

colleges in every district.
If this is misgovernance, so
be it,” Singh said, address-
ing mediapersons.

BJP and Nitish Kumar’s
Janata Dal (United), or
JDU, are partners in the
NDA government in Bi-
har, where elections to the
243-member assembly are
due this year.

The Union Textiles Minis-
ter said that the NDA gov-
ernment has lifted 50 lakh
families out of poverty in Bi-
har. People have been pro-
vided with houses, toilets,
5-kg monthly foodgrains,
24-hour electricity and Rs
5-lakh health insurance
coverage, he said.

“If this is the misery of
the poor, then it is accept-
able to us. Let them (op-
position) have the sweet
dreams of Mungeri Lal (a
popular Doordarshan show
of yesteryear). Biharis have
resolved to remove nepo-
tism from its roots. In the
elections, MY-BAAP - both
will end,” he said.

Nitish Kumar will be the
CM's face for the NDA in
the elections, he added.

Singh, who represents
the Begusarai Lok Sabha
constituency in Bihar, said
that the Waqf law brought
by the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment will benefit poor
Muslims.

“Muslim religious leaders
have usurped the (Waqf)
land by changing the names
in their favour. The Waqf
(Amendment) Act has been
brought out for the bene-
fit of the poor. Not even a
brick from a mosque will
be removed. Neither will
the government interfere
in any madrasa, nor will
anyone’s land be seized,”
he said.

Singh said that the “tuk-
de tukde gang” was trying
to defame Modi and Nitish
Kumar by spreading ru-
mours over the Waqf Act.

He said that around 15-
20 lakh Bihari migrants
have made Gujarat their
home. People of Bihar who

migrated to Gujarat in the
1990s have also contribut-
ed to the development of
the western state, said the
minister.

“Gujarat is a land full of
affection for people from
other states. The people of
Bihar in Gujarat reflect the
soul of India. The land of
Bihar has been full of tra-
ditions and culture. There
have been many colours
in it. ... whether it is in the
name of Vikramshila or Na-
landa," he said.

Singh said Bihar has
produced Aryabhatta, Ma-
havira, Buddha and Guru
Nanak. Leaders like Jag-
jivan Ram and Ram Vilas
Paswan who embodied
social harmony were also
born there, and today the
state is transforming, he
said.

“l covered the 130-km
distance from Begusarai to
Patna within 1.5 hours in-
stead of the 5 hours taken
two decades back. PM Modi
and Nitish Kumar have
joined hands...in a way,
both of them have made Bi-
har new,” he said.

Of the more than 4 crore
houses constructed under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana, 50 lakh are in Bihar,
he said.

“Elections will be held in
Bihar, and we have also giv-
en the slogan ‘225 (seats) in
2025’. Today’s transformed
Bihar has a network of
roads. Today, states like Bi-
har are also reaching new
heights,” he said.

He said that when thou-

sands of workers from
Bihar went back to their
home state during the
COVID-19 pandemic, they
created textile hubs in dis-
tricts like Champaran, Be-
gusarai and Muzaffarpur.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

P1CcICI Bank

of receipt of the said Notice.

Cal HC asks

MI News Service,
Kolkata: The Calcutta
High Court directed the
central government to ex-
plain why the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment  Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) scheme
should not be prospective-
ly implemented in West
Bengal, excluding four dis-
tricts.

While hearing petitions
demanding that beneficia-

Centre about

implementation of MGNREGA

ries be paid for work al-
ready completed under the
scheme, the court observed
that the National Rural
Employment  Guarantee
(NREG) Act does not allow
for indefinite suspension of
the scheme’s implementa-
tion due to complaints.

It emphasised that ap-
propriate remedial mea-
sures must be undertaken
within a reasonable time-
frame.

Lawyers should n

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has said lawyers
must advise clients in
matrimonial disputes for
a resolution instead of
levelling and “fuelling”
allegations against each
other.

A bench of Justices
Prathiba M Singh and
Amit Sharma observed in
matrimonial disputes, the

ot fuel allegations

in matrimonial disputes: Delhi HC

litigants experienced emo-
tional trauma, with their
personal lives coming to a
standstill and it was con-
scious of their "frustration
and exasperation".

Peace and tranquillity,
however, were extremely
necessary and the conduct
of litigants in such mat-
ters could not cross the
boundaries prescribed in
the law, the bench added.

MI News Service,
Vijayawada: Work has com-
menced on the Rs 65,000 crore
Amaravati city project - the new
capital of Andhra Pradesh on the
banks of River Krishna - with a
view to building a 'people’s capi-
tal' that attracts skilled migrants,
industries, professionals and
businesses from across the globe.

After a five-year lull between
2019 and 2024, the Andhra
Pradesh  government under
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu has revived the Amarava-
ti project since coming to power
last year. Work has restarted on
building a world-class urban hub
inspired by global cities such as
Amsterdman, Singapore and To-
kyo, which is not just vibrant, di-

Asia Pacific to Aus-Nz:
Delhi airport mulls

increased connectivity

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Delhi airport is plan-
ning to increase its connec-
tivity to the Asia Pacific re-
gion, including Australia and
New Zealand, as part of its
blueprint to become a glob-
al gateway hub, DIAL's CEO
has said.

“We are well advanced
into becoming a global gate-
way,” Delhi International
Airport Limited CEO Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said.

Delhi Airport, at present,
handles 22 million passen-
gers annually.

The Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (IGIA)
is connected to 70 plac-
es abroad. There are 280
long-haul flights between
Delhi and Europe and North
America every week.

Jaipuriar said they have
already surpassed some of
the better known interna-
tional hubs. “We are looking
aggressively at the Asia Pa-
cific, including Australia and
New Zealand,” he said.

DIAL has held meetings
with various airports au-
thorities and airlines opera-
tors in that region.

Airports with advanced
infrastructure and global
reach that serve as a plat-
form for connecting interna-
tional flights are categorised
as global gateway hub air-
ports. Delhi Airport, which
connects many domestic
flights, falls under the re-
gional gateway hub.

Branch Office: ICICI BANK LTD, BP-4,
Sector V, Salt Lake Ci

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

ty, Kolkata West Benga
CIN No: L65190G)J1994PLC021012, wwwu:labank com

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12)
read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the
borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date

Andhra kicks off Rs 65K Cr Amaravati project

verse, inclusive and modern but
also acts as a magnet for skilled
migrants, industries, businesses
and professionals from across the
world, officials said.
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NOTICE OF DEED LOST

Notice to all concern that one original
Gift Deed vide Deed No. 1-2644/2010
dated 23/06/2010 in the name of Sri
Sushanta Guchait S/o. Lt. Khogen
Guchait Recipient, Deed Registered
at AD.S.R., Sadar, Hooghly, concern
to the "Pukur Par" Land of 03 Shatak
lying under Dist. Hooghly, P.S.
Dadpur, under Makalpur G.P., Mauza
Hansnan, J.L. No. 49, under Hal L.R.
Khatian No. 91, Dag No. R.S. 90 and
Hal L.R. 748, which was lost on
11/04/2025. In this regard a missing
GDE No. 663, dated 13/04/2025
under P.S. Dadpur, Hooghly is
lodged. At present my client Sri
Sushanta Guchait S/o. Lt. Khogen
Guchait R/o. Hansnan, Makalpur,
Dadpur, Hooghly is the owner of the
above property. If any person, Bank
or Financial Institution having any
objection, claim, demand or
information against the above
property or about above original lost
Gift Deed please intimate the
undersigned in writing with supporting
within 15 days from this publication.
No claim and demand shall be
entertained after the stipulated period.
If any transaction is made with any
person/s and authority by the strength
of this loss said Gift deed, shall be
deemed to be null and void.
Sanat Kumar Sil (Advocate)
Judges’ Court, Chinsurah, Hooghly

Technoi)olis Building, 4th Floor,

Bhagat Sharma &
Nitesh Bhardwaj &
Niraj Bhardwaj &
(Mortgagor) Ram
Bhagat Sharma &
Nitesh Bhardwaj &
Niraj Bhardwaj /
Represented By
Proprietor Ram
Bhagat Sharma
H/1760/a/1, Ward No
41 Bankim Nagar,
Near Sevoke Motors
West Bengal Siliguri
— 734001/
387105000033

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand  [Name of
NoJ Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic Possession Notice/ Amount in | Branch
Account Number Demand Notice (Rs)
1. [Borrower Niraj Property (1): Plot No. 478, Sheet No. 8, Khatian 12/12/2024 & Siliguri
Marble And Tiles & [No. 623, J.L. No. 2, Mouza Dabgram, Pargana Rs. (West
(Guarantors) Ram  |Baikunthapur, P.S. Bhaktinagar, Ward No. XXXXI | 416.03,233.84/- | Bengal)

of S.M.C., Siliguri, District Jalpaiguri (0.09848 Acre
or 5 Katha 15 1/2 Chhataks), Property (2): Plot
No. 478, Sheet No. 8, Khatian No. 623, J.L. No. 2,
Mouza Dabgram, Pargana Baikunthapur, P.S.
Bhaktinagar, Ward No. XXXXI of S.M.C., Siliguri,
District Jalpaiguri (0.09435 Acre or 5 Katha 11 1/2
Chhataks), Property (3): Plot No. 477 & 478, Sheet
No. 8, Khatian No. 623, J.L. No. 2, Mouza Dabgram,
Pargana Baikunthapur, P.S. Bhaktinagar, Ward No.
XXXXI of S.M.C., Siliguri, District Jalpaiguri (0.05414
Acre or 3 Katha 4 1/2 Chhataks), Property (4):
Plot No. 478, Sheet No. 8, Khatian No. 623, J.L. No.
2, Mouza Dabgram, Pargana Baikunthapur, P.S.
Bhaktinagar, Ward No. XXXXI of S.M.C., Siliguri,
District Jalpaiguri (0.01185 Acre or 11 1/2
Chhataks), Property (5) : Plot No. 477 & 478, Sheet
No. 8, Khatian No. 623, J.L. No. 2, Mouza Dabgram,
Pargana Baikunthapur, P.S. Bhaktinagar, Ward No.
XXXXI of S.M.C., Siliguri, District Jalpaiguri (0.05207
Acres or 3 Katha 2 1/2 Chhataks), Property (6) :
Plot No. 478, Sheet No. 8, Khatian No. 623, J.L. No.
2, Mouza Dabgram, Pargana Baikunthapur, P.S.
Bhaktinagar, Ward No. XXXXI of S.M.C., Siliguri,
District Jalpaiguri (0.01392 Acre or 13 1/2
Chhataks)/ Date of Symbolic: 09/04/2025

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

kDute: April 15, 2025 Place: Siliguri (West Bengal)

Sincerely Authorised Signatory, For ICICI Bank Ltd/
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Researchers discover that unique
immune cells stop metastatlc cancer

NEW YORK [US] : The majority of cancer
deaths are caused by metastatic disease,
which occurs when cancer spreads from
the primary tumour to other areas of the
body. and researchers understand how
cancer cells escape the primary location to
seed new tumours, it is unclear why some
cancer cells produce new tumours decades
later and others do not.

A research team at the National Cancer
Institute-designated Montefiore Einstein
Comprehensive Cancer Centre (MECCC)
has uncovered a natural immunological
response in mice that prevents escaping
cancer cells from growing into tumours
elsewhere in the body. The study was pub-
lished today in the journal Cell.

"Preventing or curing metastases is the
most critical challenge in cancer," said
study leader Julio Aguirre-Ghiso, Ph.D.,
director of MECCC's Cancer Dormancy
Institute. "We think our findings have the
potential to point to new therapies to pre-
vent or treat metastatic disease." The
study's co-first authors are Erica Dalla,
Ph.D., a former student, and Michael
Papanicolaou, Ph.D., a postdoctoral fellow
in Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso's lab.

Cells that migrate from primary tumors
and seed metastatic tumors are called dis-
seminated cancer cells (DCCs). Some DCCs
behave aggressively, immediately starting
tumors in new tissue, while others remain
in a state of suspended animation referred
to as dormancy.
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"It's long been a mystery how some
DCCs can remain in tissues for decades and
never cause metastases, and we believe
we've found the explanation,” said Dr.
Aguirre-Ghiso, who is also professor of cell
biology, of oncology, and of medicine and
the Rose C. Falkenstein Chair in Cancer
Research at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine. Breast cancer and many other
types of cancer metastasize to the lungs. In
research involving three mouse models of
metastatic breast cancer, Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso
and colleagues determined that when

breast cancer DCCs spread to the lung's air
sacs (alveoli), they are kept in a dormant
state by immune cells known as alveolar
macrophages.

"Alveolar macrophages are the lung's
first responders, defending the organ
against bacteria and dangerous substances
like environmental pollutants," said Dr.
Aguirre-Ghiso. These specialized
macrophages, he notes, appear early in
embryonic development and reside within
lung tissue for life. "Our findings demon-
strate a new role for these macrophages, in

which they recognize DCCs and actively
interact with them, and--by secreting a
protein called TGF-b2--produce signals in
the cancer cells that keep them in a dor-
mant state," Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso said. "Since
every organ in the body has its own set of
tissue-resident macrophages, they may
function to keep DCCs in check in those
organs as well. Our study has shown for the
first time that these specialized
macrophages function to actively induce
dormancy in DCCs."

Confirming the importance of alveolar
macrophages in keeping DCCs dormant, Dr.
Aguirre-Ghiso and his team found that
depleting them in the mice significantly
increased the number of activated DCCs
and subsequent metastases in their lungs
compared to mice with normal levels of the
immune cells. As DCCs become more
aggressive, the researchers found, they
become resistant to the pro-dormancy sig-
nals produced by alveolar macrophages.
Ultimately, this evasion mechanism enables
some DCCs to "wake up" from dormancy
and reactivate to form metastases.

"Understanding how immune cells keep
DCCs in check could lead to new anti-
metastatic cell therapies among other
strategies," Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso said. For
example, he noted, it may be possible to
strengthen macrophage signaling so that
DCCs never awaken from dormancy or find
ways to prevent older DCCs from becoming
resistant to dormancy signaling.
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deaths are caused by metastatic disease,
which occurs when cancer spreads from
the primary tumour to other areas of the
body. and researchers understand how can-
cer cells escape the primary location to seed
new tumours, it is unclear why some cancer
cells produce new tumours decades later
and others do not.

A research team at the National Cancer
Institute-designated Montefiore Einstein
Comprehensive Cancer Centre (MECCC) has
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response in mice that prevents escaping
cancer cells from growing into tumours
elsewhere in the body. The study was pub-
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immune cells. As DCCs become more

aggressive, the researchers found, they

become resistant to the pro-dormancy sig-
nals produced by alveolar macrophages.
Ultimately, this evasion mechanism enables
some DCCs to "wake up" from dormancy
and reactivate to form metastases.

"Understanding how immune cells keep
DCCs in check could lead to new anti-
metastatic cell therapies among other
strategies," Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso said. For
example, he noted, it may be possible to
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DCCs never awaken from dormancy or find
ways to prevent older DCCs from becoming
resistant to dormancy signaling.
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Simple measurement may
predict risk of worsening
kidney disease: Study

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Aarhus
University researchers discov-
ered a simple way for predicting
which people are most likely to
develop chronic kidney disease
rapidly. This could be a key step
towards improved prevention
and treatment.

About ten percent of the
Danish population suffers from
chronic kidney disease, and
some individuals experience
rapid deterioration after the
diagnosis is made.

Now, a team of researchers
from Aarhus University in a
comprehensive study has investi-
gated the precise risk of rapid
progression, and the result could
be a significant step towards
more effective treatment of the
disease.

The study, which is based on
data from Danish health regis-
ters, provides healthcare profes-
sionals with new insights into
how to better identify patients at
high risk of rapid worsening of
kidney disease.

"We chose to investigate
chronic kidney disease because
some of the patients experience
rapid deterioration of their con-
dition without us knowing exact-
ly who. Our goal was to under-
stand which patients are most at
risk and whether we can inter-
vene early to delay or even pre-
vent this progression,” says
Professor at the Department of
Clinical Medicine at Aarhus
University, Christian Fynho
Christiansen, one of the authors
of the study.

A simple measurement

The study showed that
patients with newly diagnosed
mild to moderate chronic kidney
disease within three years have
a 15 percent risk of rapid pro-
gression, which could lead to
severe cardiovascular disease or
even death.

Surprisingly, the study also
showed that the risk of rapid
progression varied significantly
among patients.

A simple measurement of
protein in the urine proved to be
a strong indicator of the course
of kidney disease. For women
without diabetes or elevated
blood pressure/cardiovascular

disease and without the protein
albumin in their urine, the risk
of rapid progression was seven
percent, while the risk peaked at
47 percent for men with both
diabetes, elevated blood pres-
sure/cardiovascular disease, and
albumin in their urine.

"This is an important finding
since albumin can be used as an
indicator of kidney disease pro-
gression, thereby making it pos-
sible to identify patients at high
risk of rapid deterioration of the
disease, and it can improve the
prevention of complications and
hopefully increase patients' qual-
ity of life," explains Christian
Fynbo Christiansen, adding:

"It underscores the need to
use this simple test to a far
greater extent."

Benefit for patients and socie-
ty

The measurement can help
healthcare professionals to tar-
get treatment and follow-up to
patients at high risk. This could
potentially be a significant gain
for patients both in Denmark
and the rest of the world.

"We hope that this result can
contribute to increased aware-
ness of the importance of using
readily available markers -
including albumin in the urine -
to identify patients at high risk of
rapid progression," says
Christian Fynbo Christiansen.

And it's not only the patients
who can benefit from the results.
Faster and more effective pre-
vention could also potentially
help to reduce healthcare costs.

"I think we will focus much
more in the future on patients
with milder stages of the disease,
like those we included in this
study. If we get better at pre-
venting and treating chronic kid-
ney disease and its associated
complications, it could potential-
ly benefit both patients and soci-
ety," explains Christian Fynbo
Christiansen.

He emphasizes that further
research and development of
precise treatment methods are
still needed. Although the study
provides important insight into
risk groups, a precise model for
predicting individual patient out-
comes is still lacking.

Researchers find clues about dementia's behavior changes

MICHIGAN [US] : When most peo-
ple think of dementia, particularly
Alzheimer's disease, they often
think of memory loss first.

However, dementia alters a
person's behaviour, whether it
leads them to become agitated or
worried, melancholy, nervous, or
apathetic, or even changes their
entire personality.

Over time, these behavioural
changes can cause as much dis-
ruption in their life as losing their
capacity to think and remember
effectively.

Now, a team of University of
Michigan researchers reports new
clues about what might be hap-
pening in the brains of people
experiencing even the earliest
signs of dementia-related behav-
ior changes.

Using two types of advanced
medical imaging to study the
brains of 128 people in the early
stages of dementia, they show
links between one of the brain's
most crucial communication net-
works, a protein called tau, and
the level of behavioral symptoms a
person has.

This goes beyond the role of
tau that scientists have already
known about in people with more
advanced dementia: causing tan-
gled nerve fibers in brain regions
involved in thinking and memory.

The new study suggests that
tau disrupts the integrity of the
brain's salience network. This
highway of connections between
specific brain regions is key to our
ability to understand and decide
how to react to things that are
happening around us. It also helps
us process our own thoughts and

emotions. The  researchers
showed that the more a person's
salience network had been dis-
rupted in the presence of tau, the
more behavioral changes that per-
son would experience. They
report  their  findings in
Alzheimer's & Dementia: The
Journal of the Alzheimer's
Association.

While the one-time imaging of
these 128 research volunteers
can't show cause and effect, the
strong association between tau,
salience network disruption and
behavior change is intriguing, the
team says.

They call for further study of
the potential connection in other
populations, and for research to
evaluate change over time to
explore what might be going on
within the pathways of connected
brain cells that make up the
salience network, and explore
how it relates to tau buildup and
behavioral changes over the
course of years.

They also hope to test whether
they could slow behavioral change
in people with early-stage demen-
tia by targeting the salience net-
work with mild electrical current
or magnetic fields applied from
outside the skull and guided by
precise imaging.

The researchers, from the
Research Program on Cognition
and Neuromodulation Based
Interventions (RP-CNBI), are led
by Alexandru D. Iordan, Ph.D. and
program leader Benjamin M.
Hampstead, Ph.D. Both are facul-
ty in the U-M Medical School's
Department of Psychiatry.

lordan, a neuroscientist who is

"This is the first study that links the biomarker status of an individual with the dysfunc-
tion of this network, and behavioral symptoms, in people on the Alzheimer's disease spec-
trum." The team used functional magnetic resonance imaging, or fMRI, to study each volun-
teer's brain and trace three different networks that each connect far-flung areas of the brain.
They used a measure called the network segregation index, to gauge how functionally inde-
pendent each network was relative to other brain networks.

They combined fMRI findings with results from a battery of neuropsychological tests and
behavioral questionnaires the volunteers took. They also looked at results from positron emis-
sion tomography, or PET, scans that showed whether the person's brain contained excess tau

protein as well as beta amyloid, another Alzheimer's-related protein.

lead author of the new study, says,
"What we see is that the presence
tau pathology relates to behav-
ioral symptoms not in a direct
relationship, but rather through

dysfunction of a specific network
in the brain -- the salience net-
work. The more affected this net-
work is, the more severe the
behavioral symptoms." He adds,

"This is the first study that links
the biomarker status of an individ-
ual with the dysfunction of this
network, and behavioral symp-
toms, in people on the Alzheimer's

disease spectrum." The team used
functional magnetic resonance
imaging, or fMRI, to study each
volunteer's brain and trace three
different networks that each con-
nect far-flung areas of the brain.
They used a measure called the
network segregation index, to
gauge how functionally independ-
ent each network was relative to
other brain networks.

They combined fMRI findings
with results from a battery of neu-
ropsychological tests and behav-
ioral questionnaires the volun-
teers took. They also looked at
results from positron emission
tomography, or PET, scans that
showed whether the person's
brain contained excess tau protein
as well as beta amyloid, another
Alzheimer's-related protein.

The salience network was the
only one of the three networks
whose level of integrity correlated
with the presence of tau and the
severity of dementia-related
behavioral issues. The default-
mode network appears to bhe
involved as a supporting player.
The third network studied, called
the frontoparietal network, was
not related to behavioral symp-
toms. The new study showed that
unlike tau, the presence of just
amyloid in some volunteers'
brains was not related to issues
with the salience network or
linked to that person's level of
behavioral symptoms.

Iordan notes that the salience
network is also known to be
involved in some psychiatric disor-
ders and in frontotemporal
dementia, a type of early-onset,
rapidly progressing dementia

marked mainly by behavioral and
personality changes.

Iordan notes that PET scans
for tau and amyloid are now used
clinically in the diagnosis of
dementia, and in managing treat-
ment with new medications that
aim to reduce the buildup of amy-
loid, with the goal of slowing cog-
nitive decline.

But blood tests that can also
detect the presence of tau and
amyloid, and use them as hio-
markers of dementia risk, have
also started to become available.
Since they're much less expensive
than PET scans, they might also
be useful in future studies of tau's
role in behavioral changes too, he
says.

Further research could also
help explain and even predict
variation in the onset of behav-
ioral changes in people with
dementia, and the pace of decline.
It might also lead to ways to iden-
tify people whose behavior
changes are their earliest
detectable sign of dementia risk,
even before cognitive ability
changes.

But the most exciting thing to
Iordan and his colleagues?

"Our findings provide us with a
functional target for potential
intervention," he said. "We will
soon be able to see if brain stimu-
lation changes these relationships
thanks to a larger study led by Dr.
Hampstead that evaluates the
effects of different doses of weak
electrical currents applied to the
brain. This larger study is nearing
completion, and we are very excit-
ed to see what the results show, so
stay tuned!"
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Over 250 ex-Israeli
intelligence officials
urge end to Gaza war,
return of hostages

MI News Service, Jerusalem:
More than 250 former offi-
cials of Israel’s Mossad intel-
ligence agency have signed a
letter urging the government
to immediately end the war
in the Gaza Strip and bring
about the release of the Is-
raeli hostages still held there,
Israel’s state-owned Kan TV
News reported.

According to the report,
the signatories include three
former Mossad chiefs: Danny
Yatom, Efraim Halevy, and
Tamir Pardo, as well as
dozens of other veteran offi-
cials in the service. The ex-
Mossad members said,
“Continued fighting endan-
gers the lives of the hostages
and our soldiers, and every
possibility must be exhausted
to reach an agreement that
will end the suffering. We call
on the government to make
courageous decisions and act
responsibly for the country’s
security.” They expressed
support for hundreds of mili-
tary aircrew members, in re-
serve or retired, who signed
a similar letter, calling for a
cessation of hostilities and
the return of the hostages,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. Following the publi-
cation of the aircrew
members’ letter on Thurs-
day, Israeli Air Force Com-
mander Tomer Bar decided
to terminate the service of
active reservists among the
signatories. Israeli Prime
Minister ~ Benjamin  Ne-
tanyahu backed the dismissal
decision and lashed out at
such letters, calling the sig-
natories “an extremist fringe
group” attempting to “break
Israeli society from within.”
Also on Sunday, about 200 Is-
raeli military doctors signed
a petition with the same de-
mand for stopping the fight-
ing and bringing home the
hostages, according to sev-
eral media outlets that pub-
lished a copy of the letter.
“The continued fighting in
Gaza is primarily intended to
serve political and personal
interests, without any secu-
rity purpose, and endangers
the lives of soldiers and
hostages,” it said.

Thousands rally
across Turkiye

against Israel's
attacks on Gaza

MI News Service, Ankara:
Thousands of people across
Tiirkiye took part in a
protest Sunday against Is-
rael’s attacks on Gaza under
the motto “Gaza is Dying!
Rise Up!” People in several
provinces of the country ex-
pressed their support for
Palestine. Hundreds gath-
ered at Beyazit Square in Is-
tanbul for a march that the
Turkish non-governmental
organization the IHH Hu-
manitarian Relief Founda-
tion had called for days in
advance to draw attention to
Israel’s attacks on the Gaza
Strip since Oct. 7, 2023,
which have claimed thou-
sands of lives. Starting at 2
p-m. local time, participants
marched along Yeniceri
Street chanting slogans such
as “Murderer Israel, get out
of Palestine” waving Turkish
and Palestinian flags. Mem-
bers of the Ankara Palestine
Solidarity Platform (ANFI-
DAP) staged a protest in
front of the US Embassy in
Ankara.

Local Businesses: With improved ac-
cess to national markets, local busi-

Social Economic Development and Challenges on USBRL Project

MI 26 Helicopter transporting a

October

2010, a remote location between Reasi and Sangaldana

MI News Service, Kolkata: Brief his-
tory and time line: Linking Kashmir
with Indian Railway network is cen-
turies old dreams. The first idea for
building a narrow gauge rail link to the
Kashmir Valley was mooted over a
century ago, when foundation stone
laid for Jammu - Srinagar rail link by
Maharaja Pratap Singh on 1st March
1892, later in 1898 by Maharaja Ran-
bir Singh. Four viable routes were
found to link Punjab with Srinagar and
the Kashmir Valley, the Banihal route
from Jammu, the Poonch route via the
Jhelum Valley, the Panjar route from
Rawalpindi also via the Jhelum Valley
and the Abbottabad route from Kalako
Serai though Hazara in the upper
Jhelum Valley. Detailed surveys were
conducted for a mix of meter and
broad gauge tracks. However, the in-
hospitable climate, the tricky terrain,
restricted resources and history con-
fined this idea to survey reports and
drawing boards. In 1905 the British
also revisited the idea and Maharaja
Pratap Singh agreed to the line be-
tween Jammu and Srinagar via Reasi
following the Moghul road. This plan
envisaged a narrow gauge track to
cross the Pir Panjal range, but the
project remained a dream only. The
project was considered several times
after independence also, but it was
only in the year 1981 sanction was
given for the Jammu-Udhampur Rail
link project.In 1994-95, the final Rail
link between Udhampur- Srinagar—
Baramulla (USBRL) was sanctioned
and in the year 2002, the central gov-
ernment declared this Railway line a
National Project. Some of the impor-
tant key events/ mile stones during the
journey of making reality the dream of
connecting Kashmir valley with the

network of Indian Railways are as fol-
lows:

e 1981: Jammu - Udhampur Rail
Link Sanctioned ® 1994: Extension of
Rail link to Srinagar announced. ®
1995: Works on Udhampur - Katra
Rail Link Started. ® 1999: Works on-
Qazigund - Baramulla Rail Link
started. ® 2002: Works on Katra -
Qazigund Rail Link started. ® 13 Apr
2005: Jammu - Udhampur Section
opened. ® 11 Oct 2008:Mazhom -
Anantnag Section opened. ® 14 Feb
2009: Baramulla - Mazhom Section
opened. ® 28 Oct 2009: Anantnag —
Qazigund Section opened. ® 26 June
2013: Banihal-Qazigund Section
opened. ® 4 July 2014: Udhampur-
Katra section opened. ® 20 Feb 2024:
Banihal-Sangaldan section opened.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS:

1. Employment generation: a. Di-
rect employment by Railways for land
loser: Government has issued a policy
for appointment of member of land los-
ers, whose more than 75% land ac-
quired by Railways. Against this policy,
government jobs for 804 No. eligible
beneficiaries were given by Railways.
b. Indirect employment through exe-
cuting agencies: In this project, 14069
No. employment was given by project
executing agencies during construction
period. Among which 65% employment
given to locals of J&K. c. More than
525 lacs man days of employment have
been generated on this project.

2. Skilled development for local
artesian:All the works on USBRL proj-
ect whether, tunneling, bridge works,
electrification, track laying, electro-
mechanical works are highly special-
ized and executed through
state-of-the-art technology and meth-
ods. Tremendous skill development of

Helilifting of Excavator to Surukot on 31.10.2010 |

the local artisans and workers were
resulted and now these workers are
successfully working as trained skilled
workers on other precious projects of
the country. 3.  Accessibility: The
project sites were highly inaccessible
and militancy intensified during the
period of inception. With the inception
of this project, construction of access
road commenced in these remote loca-
tions. USBRL has constructed more
than 215 km approach roads to pro-
vide access for tunnel and bridges
sites. The construction of these ap-
proach roads are very challenging in
itself due to difficult climatic condi-
tions, treacherous terrain,unstable Hi-
malayan geology and law & order
issues. With a view to accelerate
progress of construction of Approach
road up to most remote part of project,
i.eSawalkote ,airlift of heavy construc-
tion machineries using army helicop-
ters from Jammu airport was done. A
table top helipad was constructed by
levelling a 100 m x 40m stretch of land
near Surukote village in between
Dugga and Sawalkote using mere hand
tools. MI-26 Helicopters was used for
heli-lifting of heavy construction ma-
chines, sorties had been conducted and
226 MT load was air lifted to Surukot
(Photo enclosed).

With the completion of these ap-
proach roads, the connectivity of large
number of surrounding villages such
as Guni, Paikhad, Gran, BatalGala,
Bakkal, Kauri, Dugga, Surukot,
sawalkot, Basindhadhar, Ind, Baralla,
Sangaldan, Talwa, Dharam,kholi, Meg-
dar, sumbar, urnihal, siran, kundan,
khari, Hingni, Arpinchala, Tatnihal,
Chaplain, Bankoot etc. to name a few

in Jammu & Kashmir have drastically
improved. It has ensured connectivity
to about 70 villages consisting of about
1.5 lacs population. Earlier, the access
to these villages was primarily through
footpaths or by boat to some extent.
Locals would walk along slippery
slopes and rock ridges of the hardest,
torn terrain to reach to township hav-
ing roads and means of transport to
travel to district headquarters and
other places. These villages were cut
off from civilization due to lack of
roads. It would be worthwhile to wit-
ness the changing landscape of com-
mercial activities in these villages with
the opening of market places, repair
workshop,roadside local restaurants
(dhabas) etc. it has opened up new av-
enues and vistas of opportunities to
remotely located population These re-
mote villages and towns, which were
bereft of even the most basic facilities,
are becoming centre of learning and
commercial activities.

4. Enhanced Connectivity, and Im-
proved Transportation: The USBRL
project provides faster and more reli-
able transport options, reducing travel
time significantly. This improved con-
nectivity benefits both people and
goods, enabling better movement be-
tween remote and urban areas. The
railway line connects key pilgrimage
sites like Shri Amarnath Cave temple,
Hazratbal shrine,Charar-e-Sharif etc.
and beautiful picturesque Kashmir val-
ley, attracting more devotees and
tourists to the region. This boosts the
tourism industry, leading to increased
business for local hotels, restaurants,
and other services.

5. Economic Growth: i. Boost  to

nesses, especially those involved in
agriculture, handicrafts, and local
products, can now reach larger mar-
kets, driving sales and revenue growth.
ii. Industrial Development: The rail link
facilitates the transportation of raw
materials and finished goods, encour-
aging the establishment of new indus-
tries, particularly in manufacturing,
agriculture, and technology sectors.
This could lead to the growth of small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
in the region. iii. Boost to Agriculture
and Trade:The railway network will
help in the smooth transportation of
Kashmir's agricultural products like
saffron, apples, and handicrafts to
other regions, boosting trade and ex-
ports of agricultural prodects. iv. Ac-
cess to National and International
Markets: Farmers and local businesses
will be able to sell their products be-
yond the region, giving them access to
larger markets and promoting eco-
nomic diversity in the region.

6. Social Integration and Cohesion:
The railway line will connect different
communities, promoting social inte-
gration and cohesion across regions.
People from various parts of Jammu &
Kashmir, as well as other states, will be
able to interact more frequently, fos-
tering a sense of unity.With improved
transportation, cultural exchange will
increase, bringing people together to
share experiences, traditions, and re-
sources, contributing to greater cul-
tural understanding and tolerance.

7. National Security and Strate-
gic Importance:The railway will also
contribute to national security by facil-
itating quicker mobilization of re-
sources, including military supplies,
and improving strategic movement
within the region. This strengthens the
overall security infrastructure and cre-
ates a sense of stability, which is essen-
tial for sustained socio-economic
development.

8. Environmental Benefits:The in-
troduction of an electrified railway line
reduces dependence on road transport,
which is more carbon-intensive. It pro-
vides an environmentally friendly mode
of transportation, contributing to a re-
duction in the region's overall carbon
footprint.

The construction of the new railway
line in the USBRL project will signifi-
cantly impact the socio-economic de-
velopment of Jammu & Kashmir. It will
improve infrastructure, generate em-
ployment, boost trade, and enhance
connectivity, leading to long-term eco-
nomic prosperity. Additionally, it will
contribute to greater social integration,
better access to essential services, and
overall improved living standards for
the people of the region. This multi-
faceted development ensures that the
USBRL project plays a crucial role in
transforming the socio-economic land-
scape of Jammu & Kashmir.

Uttarakhand: Atleast 170 madrasahs

sealed, Chief Minister calls it ‘historic step

Outrage in Tamil Nadu, the Governor
asks students to chant ‘Jai Sri Ram’

MI News Service, Chennai: Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi, who was invited as the Chief Guest for an event at

MI News Service,
Dehradun: In recent days,
over 170 madrasahs have
been sealed across Ut-
tarakhand, with state au-
thorities citing the absence
of registration with the
Madrasah Board or the ed-
ucation department as the
primary reason.

This crackdown has
sparked concern, particu-
larly in Muslim-majority
areas such as
Banbhulpura in Haldwani,
where a joint team from
the district administration,
municipal  corporation,
and local police conducted
inspections on Sunday,
April 13.

Seven madrasahs were
sealed during the opera-
tion for allegedly running
without valid documenta-
tion.

According to a state-

ment from Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami’s of-
fice, the action follows
findings from comprehen-
sive surveys carried out by
government-appointed
teams. The Chief Minister
described the move as a
“historic step,” emphasiz-
ing that institutions be-
lieved to be fostering
radicalism under the guise
of education would not be
allowed to operate.

He maintained that the
state is committed to pre-
serving educational in-
tegrity and  national
security.

Officials indicated that
this may be the initial
phase of a broader effort,
with nearly 500
madrasahs currently
under investigation. No-
tably, many of the sealed
institutions have been op-

erating for  decades,
prompting concern among
local residents and educa-
tors. Community members
fear that long-standing
schools are being shut
down without due process
or clear criteria.

Civil rights groups and
Muslim religious leaders
have responded with calls
for a fair, transparent re-
view process. They warned
that mass closures lacking
proper justification could
deepen feelings of alien-
ation among minority com-
munities and erode trust in
state institutions.

They urge the govern-
ment to distinguish be-
tween unregistered but
legitimate institutions and
those that may pose gen-
uine concerns, ensuring
that educational access is
not unfairly restricted.

Madurai’s Thiagarajar Engineering College, is reported
to have urged the students to chant the ‘Jai Sri Ram’ slo-
gan. The event, titled ‘Kambar in Educational Institu-
tions’, was organised at Madurai’s Thiagarajar
Engineering College, a Government-aided college, to dis-
tribute prizes to the winners in a literary contest. The
Governor, while delivering his keynote address in his
closing remarks, asked the students to chant the slogan

Recently, Pirzada Mujahid Siddiqui, the grandson of the
great Huzur, Mohammad Ali Yusuf Sambil, was speaking
at a historic Isa-le-Sawab in Howrah district.

‘Jai Sri Ram.” This act of the Governor has started a turf
war between the representatives of Aryavarta and the
people living in Dravidstan or Tamil Nadu. In Tamil
Nadu’s educational curriculum, particularly in the Tamil
language, “Kambar’s Ramayanam, written by Tamil poet
Kambar, is being taught, which is very different from the
Ramayana written by Valmiki and later Tulsi Das.

While Tulsi Ramayana has transcended from a work
of fiction to “religious scripture,” in Aryavarta, the Kam-
bar Ramayana remains a work of literature in Tamil
Nadu. The State Platform for Common School System
(SPCSS), an organisation comprising educationists, in a
statement, has demanded the immediate removal of
Tamil Nadu Governor from his post for “violating his oath
of office.” “Mr. R. N. Ravi was invited as the Chief Guest
in his capacity as the Governor of the State of Tamil
Nadu. He was not invited as a preacher of a particular
religion. He was not asked to give a religious sermon,”
the statement said.

Jasimuddin receives
'Mahaprana Smriti Gold
Medal' in court journalism

Madrasah Welfare Assomatlon Semlnar at Kolkata Press Club

Nurul Islam Khan

A meeting of Bengal Madrasah
Welfare Association was held at
Kolkata Press Club on Monday.
State Minority Commission Chair-
man Ahmad Hasan Imran,
Pirzada Alhaj Sawban Siddiqui,
eminent educationist Abu Saleh
Rezwanul Karim, former Superin-
tendent Mufti Azam Sahib, organ-
ization  president = Maulana
Masihur Rahman, editor Dr.
Ashraf Hossain and Maulana Nu-
rullah and many other leaders
were present. Ahmad Hasan
Imran said. Madrasah education
in the state is a traditional and an-
cient education system. The edu-
cation system has been formed by
ideal individuals, families and the
country. Millions of well-educated
students have made outstanding
contributions to society.

Haji Mohammad Mohsin, Shaheed
Titumir, Maulana Abul Kalam
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Azad, Sir Syed Amir Ali, Mujad-
dide Zaman Pir Abu Bakr Sid-
dique (Rah) and others were given
gifts. Pirzada Sawban Siddique
said in his meaningful speech that
the prominent freedom fighter
and the first education minister of
independent India, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, along with numer-
ous other luminaries, are the shin-
ing stars of this madrasah. Five
huzurs, including Pir Dada Huzur
of Furfura Sharif, have established
thousands of maktab madrasahs.

The current Madrasah Education
system is being appreciated out-
side the country as well.

The recent verdict of the Supreme
Court of India has also declared
Madrasah Education as constitu-
tional. As a result, employment
opportunities are increasing. It is
worth mentioning that

the former Alia Madrasah has
been upgraded to a university fo-
cusing on Madrasah Education
and has achieved U.G.C. recogni-
tion. It has spread extraordinary

education in  all aspects.
Madrasahs are run in two
processes: Senior and High. Gov-
ernment recognized M.S.K. and
Un-Anded Madrasahs are also run
in two parts. Maulana Mashiur
Rahman presented the informa-
tion and said that according to
Act-1994, Islamic religious educa-
tion and culture will be provided
in senior madrasahs to the fullest
extent along with the addition of
general education as needed. The
institutions built on land donations
of crores of rupees by the margin-
alized communities, Zakat, and
Fitra have lost their real purpose
and importance. But Dr. Ashraf
Hossain expressed his anger that
madrasah education is being de-
stroyed due to the central govern-
ment's attack. The organizing
organization has submitted some
demands expressing gratitude
and appreciation to the Honorable
Chief Minister. The following de-

mands were raised in the meeting.
The recitation of the Holy Quran
from senior madrasahs, the his-
tory of Islam was deleted from the
portal, the names related to
madrasahs like Alim 1st year and
Alim 2nd year were abolished, the
posts of theology that are the
lifeblood of the madrasahs were
destroyed. The damage has al-
ready been done by bringing the
'portal’, the center of the aca-
demic subjects of the madrasahs,
under the School Education De-
partment. (Note-Departmental
Portal under School Education,
Madrasah Service Commission
Act-2023) Needless to say, as a re-
sult of the said decision, despite
being a minority religious educa-
tional institution, senior
madrasahs are losing their inde-
pendent existence and high
madrasahs are struggling to
maintain their madrasah-related
identity.

Nurul Islam Khan

On Monday, on the birth
anniversary of Dr B R
Ambedkar, various awards
were given by 'Ambedkar
Cultural College' at Swami

Vivekananda Hall of
Moulali Bhavan. 'Court
correspondent’ Molla

Jasimuddin was felicitated
with the 'Mahaprana Sm-
riti Gold Medal'. He is a
'High Court correspondent’
of a widely circulated daily.
For 5 years, he has been
appointed as a 'Bench
Member' in the National
People's Court, Howrah
District Court and Seram-
pore Sub-division Court.
Jasim's late father Moham-

mad Nurul Hoda Molla a
'non-advocate mediator' of
the High Court, was one of
the state's toppers in the
1983 judicial examination.
Upon receiving this honor,
Jasimuddin said - "Any
award further develops the
pace of work." Dilip
Biswas, head of the entre-
preneurial organization,
Dr. Nirmal Majhi, Padma
Shri recipient folk singer
Ratan Kahar, former public
relations  officer ~ Shri
Sameer Goswami, eloquent
artist Sonali Kazi, environ-
ment-loving police officer
Samarendu Chakraborty,
poet Sheikh Abdul Jabbar,
Swapan Dutt Baul and oth-
ers were present.
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fared against GSK in IPL?

LUCKNOW : Ahead of his side's Indian Premier
League (IPL) clash against Chennai Super Kings
(CSK), all eyes will be on the West Indies and Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) southpaw Nicholas Pooran, who is
the top-run-getter so far In the tournament.

The fourth-placed LSG (with four wins and two
losses in six games) will be aiming to continue their
fine home run against a bottom-placed CSK, who
have secured just one win in six matches so far. After
their win in the campaign opener against Mumbai
Indians (MI), they went on to suffer five successive
losses, with three of them coming at the home venue
of Chepauk
Stadium.

In the ongoing
season, Pooran is
at the top of the
Orange Cap
leaderboard for
most runs, with
349 runs in six
matches at an
average of 69.80
and a strike rate
of over 215. He
has smashed four
fifties so far, with
the best score of
87*. He has
smashed 26 fours
and 31 sixes in
IPL. 2025 so far,
one less six than
CSK's six tally in
the season so far.

In the ongoing sea-
son, Pooran is at
the top of the
Orange Cap leader-
hoard for most
runs, with 349 runs
in six matches at
an average of
69.80 and a strike
rate of over 215. He
has smashed four

fifties so far, with
the hest score of  since ihe start
81*. He has gooralrallsl}as d}:)er_z{-’
smashed 26 fours .. 500
and 31 sixes in IPL  runsin 93 match-
2025 SO far, 0N i o eorne 7
less six than CSK's :228 and
six tally in the sea-
son so far.

strike rate of
above 162. He
has scored a cen-
tury and 22 fifties
and hit 218 sixes,
the most by a batter.

However, Pooran does not have a very exciting
record against CSK, having made 249 runs in 10
innings and 11 matches at an average of 35.57 and a
strike rate of 157.59, with one half-century and best
score of 64*. His record against CSK consists of large-
ly cameo knocks of 20s and 30s, along with three sin-
gle-digit outings.

Squads: Lucknow Super Giants Squad: Aiden
Markram, Rishabh Pant(w/c), Nicholas Pooran, Ayush
Badoni, David Miller, Abdul Samad, Himmat Singh,
Shardul Thakur, Akash Deep, Digvesh Singh Rathi,
Avesh Khan, Ravi Bishnoi, Prince Yadav, Shahbaz
Ahmed, Matthew Breetzke, Shamar Joseph, Mitchell
Marsh, Manimaran Siddharth, Aryan Juyal, RS
Hangargekar, Yuvraj Chaudhary, Akash Maharaj
Singh, Mayank Yadav, Arshin Kulkarni

Chennai Super Kings Squad: Rachin Ravindra,
Devon Conway, Rahul Tripathi, Vijay Shankar, Shivam
Dube, Ravindra Jadeja, MS Dhoni(w/c), Ravichandran
Ashwin, Noor Ahmad, Anshul Kamboj, Khaleel
Ahmed, Deepak Hooda, Matheesha Pathirana,
Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Shaik Rasheed, Jamie Overton,
Shreyas Gopal, Sam Curran, Mukesh Choudhary,
Nathan Ellis, Gurjapneet Singh, Ramakrishna Ghosh,
Andre Siddarth C, Vansh Bedi.

"Never seen someone play against Bumrah like this":
Basit All hails Karun Nair for explosive display

ISLAMABAD : Former Pakistan
batter Basit Ali was left gobs-
macked after witnessing Karun
Nair toying with the world's best
Jasprit Bumrah with a technically
sound and magical strokeplay in
the ongoing 18th edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025.

Even though Delhi Capitals
antagonistically succumbed to a
12-run defeat while pursuing
Mumbai Indians' daunting 206-
run target, the high-scoring fix-
ture will be remembered for
Nair's valiance.

Mumbai Indians' Jasprit Bumrah and teammates celebrate after winning the IPL 2025 match against Delhi Capitals,
at Arun Jaitley Stadium, in New Delhi on Sunday.

Madrid, Bayern, Dortmund, Villa face

tlo-or-die situations in UEFA Champions
League Quarter-finals L

NEW DELHI : After a thrilling first leg filled
with goals and some nerve-wracking fixtures,
the UEFA Champions League quarter-finals
now head into the decisive second leg, where
Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, Borussia
Dortmund, and Aston Villa face uphill battles
to overturn unfavourable results against their
respective oppositions.
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In the first match of Wednesday, Barcelona
head to the BVB Stadion Dortmund with a
commanding 4-0 lead from the first leg. The
pressure is surely on the shoulders of the
German side to pull off a remarkable come-
back at home. However, given the Catalan
club's current form and their appetite for win-
ning even under pressure, it appears to be a

o

the final over of the powerplay,
where Nair flaunted his power-
hitting prowess. He began the
over by smoking the ball past the
boundary rope for a maximum.
He topped it up by dispatching
the ball for a boundary on the
third delivery. On the penultimate
delivery of the over, he picked up
the slower delivery and lofted it
over long-off for another maxi-
mum. Nair celebrated his half-
century with a double on the final
ball and mustered 18 runs from
the over. He faced nine deliveries

(ANI Photo/Shrikant Singh)
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tall order for Dortmund.

Barcelona's attacking trio continues to
dominate both in La Liga and the Champions
League, and all eyes will be on their captain,
Raphinha, who now leads the charts for hoth
goals and assists in the ongoing season.

In the second fixture on Wednesday, Aston
Villa will aim to capitalize on their home
advantage against a confident PSG side, fresh
off clinching the Ligue 1 title under manager
Luis Enrique. After a 3-1 loss in the first leg,
the English side faces a stiff challenge.

PSG, known for their swift counterattacks,
will look to maintain a compact defensive
structure while waiting for openings, as Villa
are expected to attack relentlessly in search of
a turnaround.

The quarter-final action will continue on
Thursday as Inter Milan hosts Bayern Munich
at San Siro. Inter Milan stormed into the sec-
ond leg with a narrow lead, having executed a
brilliant defensive performance in Munich.

Their disciplined 3-5-2 system, built
around midfield control and a patient build-
up, contrasts with Bayern's fast-paced and
direct attacking approach. It will be up to
Harry Kane and his teammates to break
through Inter's resilient setup and keep their
European hopes alive.

Finally, defending champions Real Madrid
face an almost insurmountable challenge
against Arsenal, trailing 3-0 from the first leg.
While the odds are stacked against Madrid,
Los Blancos have a history of producing dra-
matic comebacks in the competition, most
notably in 2022 against Manchester City.

Real Madrid will look to draw on that spir-
it once again and rely on their big-match men-
tality to try and pull off another unforgettable
night in Santiago Bernabeu in Champions
League history. All the action will be live on
the Sony Sports Network from Wednesday.

Trials underway in Sonipat
for second Asian Yogasana
Sport Championship

SONIPAT : The Sports University of Haryana in Sonipat
is hosting the national trials for the upcoming 2nd Asian
Yogasana Sport Championship. These trials will deter-
mine the athletes who will represent Team India at the
prestigious championship, scheduled to take place from
April 25 to 27, 2025, at the Indira Gandhi Arena in New
Delhi.

The trials have drawn an impressive 252 participants
from across India, including 123 male and 131 female
athletes, a release said.

Competitors will perform across 12 events, each
designed to showcase the power, discipline, balance, and
athletic spirit of Yogasana as a competitive sport. The
events run from 8:30 am to 8:00 pm, offering a packed
schedule of engaging performances and high-level com-
petition.

The initiative is being led by the Asian Yogasana
Sports Federation, a registered body recognized by the
Olympic Council of Asia and affiliated with World
Yogasana. The selected athletes from these trials will
have the honour of representing India at the Asian level,
contributing to the global evolution of Yogasana from an
ancient discipline to a modern sport.

"These trials are not only a gateway to international
competition but also a celebration of India's cultural and
physical heritage. We are witnessing the next generation
of Yogasana athletes who are combining spiritual depth
with athletic excellence," Jaideep Arya, secretary gener-
al of Yogasana Bharat and World Yogasana, said,
according to the release.

Sanjay Malpani, President of the Asian Yogasana
Sports Federation, said the response to this champi-
onship from across Asia has been overwhelming.

"It is clear that Yogasana is gaining recognition as a
true sport that demands immense physical and mental
discipline. India, being its birthplace, has a crucial role
in leading this movement."

Udit Sheth, President of the National Yogasana Sports
Federation, shared, "We are proud to see such strong
participation and performance at the trials. These ath-
letes are pioneers--building the foundation of a sport
that bridges tradition with modern competitive stan-
dards. The upcoming championship in New Delhi will be
a historic moment for Yogasana sport in Asia."

ITTF World Cup 2025:
Manika Batra, Sreeja Akula
start off campaign with wins

MACAU : Paris Olympians Manika Batra and Sreeja
Akula kickstarted their International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) World Cup campaign with wins on
Monday.

While the world number 30th Manika defeated the
world number 186 Maylis Giret of New Caledonia 4-0
(11-1, 11-2, 11-6, 11-4) in the Group 16 match, the world
number 34 Akula beat Australia's Constantina Psihogios,
68th in the women's singles table tennis rankings, 3-1
(11-9, 11-4, 11-8, 6-11), as per Olympics.com.

Manika's next challenge will be the Brazil's Bruna
Takahashi, while Akula will lock horns with three-time
Olympian and current European Games champion
Bernadette Szocs of Romania in her final group stage
match. The World Cup is held in two stages, group stage
and knockouts. The men's and women's players have
been divided into 16 groups featuring three players each
and the group toppers will make it to the knockouts.

India does not have any participants in the men's
draw. The group stage matches have four games each
and players will be ranked based on the overall win-loss
ratio across both fixtures and players with the best ratio
in terms of games won across both their matches will
qualify for the knockouts.

Cricket South Africa announce women's squad
for 0DI tri-series against Sri Lanka, India

He singlehandedly carried
Delhi's hopes of ending Mumbai's
flawless record while defending a
200-plus target. On his return to
the cash-rich league after three
years, Nair decimated Mumbai's
pace express and toyed with the
spinners in his explosive 89 from a
mere 40 deliveries without break-
ing a sweat.

The highlight of his swash-
buckling effort in the high-scoring
Arun Jaitley Stadium was how
effortlessly  he  demolished
Bumrah's prowess in the white-
ball format. Basit struggled to
remember a top-class batter in
the past five to six years who

made Bumrabh tilt at the windmills
the way Nair did in Delhi's home
ground. For the former Pakistan
batter, Nair is a "very big player."

"In the last five to six years, I
have never seen someone play
against Bumrah like this. Even if
the top-class batters in the world,
including Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, Joe Root, Steve Smith,
Jos Buttler or Travis Head,

nobody has played against him
like that. The way Karun Nair
counterattacked Bumrah made it
feel like someone was playing
cricket. The way he scored over
extra cover, he is a very big play-
er," Basit said on his YouTube
channel. By varying his pace,
Bumrah tried to put Nair in an
awkward spot, but the in-form
star read him like a book. It was

and garnered a whopping 26
runs, laced with three fours and
two towering maximums, leaving
Bumrah dismayed. For the 54-
year-old, even if Nair had just 49
runs to his name instead of 89, his
remarks about the Indian's stellar
performance would have
remained the same. "I was told he
scored 300 against England in a
Test. How did he drop out of the
squad? Youngsters in India and
Pakistan should play with this
much confidence. DC should have
won. | can't understand how they
lost the game. Even if he scored
49, my comments would be the
same. When he played shots,

JOHANNESBURG : Cricket South
Africa  (CSA)  on  Monday
announced the Proteas women's
squad for the upcoming triangular
ODI series against India and hosts
Sri Lanka.

Three players have received
their maiden call-ups to the
national side, with Karabo Meso
and Seshnie Naidu, who featured
in the ICC U19 Women's T20
World Cup earlier this year,
included in the tri-series squad.
All-rounder Miane Smit, who was
a travelling reserve at last year's
ICC Women's T20 World Cup, also
makes the cut, as per the ICC.

Alongside the youngsters,
Nondumiso Shangase returned to

the national side for the first time
since the Proteas Women's tour to
India in June last year.

These four players come in as
replacements for seamer Ayanda
Hlubi, wicketkeeper Mieke de
Ridder and opening batter Lara
Goodall. Meanwhile, Marizanne
Kapp will miss the series as she
continues her conditioning block
in preparation for the upcoming
tours and the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup in India.

"It's a very good squad. The
mixture of youth and experience
helps. It's an opportunity for these
girls to show what they can do.
Hopefully, whatever we've cov-
ered at the camp can be applied in

Sri Lanka when we take the field,"

Proteas Women head coach
Mandla Mashimbyi said, accord-
ing to ICC.

The tri-series will begin on
April 27 and will be played
entirely at the R. Premadasa
International Cricket Stadium in
Colombo.

South Africa squad: Laura
Wolvaardt (Captain), Anneke
Bosch, Tazmin Brits, Nadine de
Klerk, Annerie Dercksen, Sinalo

Jafta, = Ayabonga  Khaka,
Masabata Klaas, Sune Luus,
Karabo Meso, Nonkululeko
Mlaba, Seshnie Naidu,

Nondumiso Shangase, Miane
Smit, and Chloe Tryon.
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