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The Kalighat skywalk, which has been in the making for over four years, will be inaugurated on Monday. The trunk of the 435m-long skywalk takes off
at the SP Mukherjee Road-Kali Temple Road intersection and ends outside the gates of the Kalighat temple. A 30-metre arm of the skywalk starts near
the Kalighat fire brigade intersection and merges with the trunk near Kalighat police station. 

Mamata’s Nobo Borsho gift: Get ready to walk at Kalighat skywalk 

US tariff relief: Exports of iPhone,
laptop now 20% cheaper than China

MI News Service, Washington/
New Delhi: Export of iPhones,
smartphones, tablets, laptops
from India to the US will be
cheaper by 20 per cent com-
pared to those shipped from
China following the exemptions
given by the Trump administra-
tion, industry body ICEA said on
Sunday. The US government on
Saturday amended its tariff
order to exempt smartphones,
tablets, laptops, and some other
electronic devices from the new
taxes.

"China still has 20 per cent of
iPhones, laptops, tablets, and
watches. Only reciprocal tariff
has been removed for China.
India has zero tariff on iPhones
and all smartphones, laptops
and tablets exported to the US.
Vietnam also has zero tariff on
all Samsung and other smart-
phones, laptops and tablets ex-
ported to the US. So India and
Vietnam are similarly placed on
tariffs on these products and
both enjoy a 20 per cent tariff
advantage over China," ICEA
Chairman Pankaj Mohindroo
told. India Cellular and Electron-
ics Association represents major
smartphone companies and their
manufacturers, including Apple,
Foxconn, Dixon, etc. Apple's
iPhone ecosystem in India has
become the largest job creator in
India and is one of the top ex-
ported items from the country.

According to ICEA, mobile phone
exports from India have crossed
an all-time high of Rs 2 lakh
crore in 2024-25, registering a
55 per cent growth over the Rs
1.29 lakh crore recorded in
2023-24.

Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said that iPhones
alone accounted for Rs 1.5 lakh
crore worth of exports in the
smartphone segment. The recip-
rocal tariff regime announced by
US President Donald Trump had
raised concerns on Apple's
iPhone production plan in China
and India.

However, in a relief for the
sector, the Trump administration
on Saturday (as per Indian Stan-
dard Time) said they will exclude
electronics like smartphones and
laptops from reciprocal tariffs

imposed on China as well as on
other countries. The move can
help keep prices down for popu-
lar consumer electronics goods
that aren't usually made in the
US. US Customs and Border Pro-
tection said items like smart-
phones, laptops, hard drives,
flat-panel monitors and some
chips would qualify for the ex-
emption. Machines used to make
semiconductors are excluded
too. That means they won't be
subject to the current 145 per
cent tariffs levied on China or the
10 per cent baseline tariffs else-
where. "Now there will be no ex-
traordinary disruption. Time to
set up capacities, long-term
trend against China will remain
robust. But the incredible shock
of the last few weeks is in itself a
tectonic event and the realign-

ments are bound to happen with-
out too much blood spilt in our
category," Mohindroo said. Semi-
conductor and electronics indus-
try body IESA President Ashok
Chandak said the recent decision
by the Trump administration to
exempt smartphones, comput-
ers, and other electronics from
reciprocal tariffs offers a signifi-
cant -- albeit possibly a short-
term -- reprieve for global
technology manufacturers and
consumers in the US.

He said while the move sig-
nals a tactical recalibration
rather than a shift in broader
trade policy, it is nonetheless a
welcome development in terms
of easing short-term supply
chain disruptions, geopolitical
tensions and US consumer re-
sentment. "Continued underlying
tensions and uncertainties may
prompt global players to diver-
sify their manufacturing base --
creating a timely opportunity for
India to emerge as a preferred
alternative. Despite the dampen-
ing of near-term export eupho-
ria, the long-term opportunity
for India remains robust," Chan-
dak said.

He said with the US import-
ing over USD 250 billion worth of
smartphones and computer
goods, "30 per cent of which cur-
rently come from China, India,
with exports currently at USD 12
billion, still has significant head-

room to grow". "As such, for In-
dian businesses, this is a vital
window to scale up operations,
reorient strategies, and
strengthen their position in
global electronics value chains.
To fully realise this potential,
India must double down on
building long-term, sustainable
competitive advantages," Chan-
dak said. According to industry
analysts, while the exemptions
bring relief for the major tech-
nology players, the change in
stance will lead global investors
to carve a long-term strategy for
stability in business and invest-
ments where India has an edge
at the moment with uncertainty
in US-China trade relations.

"It is not easy to build such
an intricate value chain
overnight, even for the US. Our
strengths have prevailed show-
ing the resilience we have built
over these years. This means
business as usual for brands like
Apple in India, which will only
grow further. At the same time
the supply chain has much pre-
dictability," Techarc Chief Ana-
lyst and Co-Founder Faisal
Kawoosa said. CyberMedia Re-
search (CMR), VP - Industry Re-
search Group, Prabhu Ram, said
the US tariff exclusions offer
timely relief to the global tech
ecosystem, easing pressure on 
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National Herald case:

ED to seize Rs 661 Cr in
Cong-linked assets

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) said it had served
notices to take possession of
immovable assets worth
₹661 crore that it had at-
tached in a probe into a
money-laundering case
against Congress-controlled
Associated Journals Ltd
(AJL). The Congress had
earlier termed the ED’s
probe “petty vendetta tac-
tics” by the Narendra Modi
government “aimed at de-
faming the Congress in pur-
suance of the PM’s politics of
vengeance”. The agency on
Saturday said notices and
the relevant documents had
been served to the respec-
tive registrar of properties
where the assets were lo-
cated. Simultaneously, the
notices have been affixed at
“conspicuous part of these
properties” located at Her-
ald House at ITO (5A, Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar Marg) in
Delhi, in the Bandra (E) area
(Plot No. 2, Survey No. 341)
of Mumbai and the AJL
building located at Bishesh-
war Nath Road (Property
No. 1) in Lucknow. The no-
tices primarily seek vacation
of the premises to be taken
over by the ED.

“A notice has also been
served to Jindal South West
Projects Limited, which oc-
cupies the 7th, 8th, and 9th
floors at Herald House, Ban-
dra (E), Mumbai, to transfer
the rent/lease amount every
month in favour of the direc-
tor, Directorate of Enforce-
ment,” the statement said.
The action has been taken
under Section (8) and Rule
5(1) of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) that talks about the

procedure of taking posses-
sion of assets attached by the
ED and then confirmed by
the adjudicating authority
(of the PMLA), sources in the
agency said. In November
2023, the ED had attached
assets worth around ₹752
crore in a money-laundering
probe against the Congress-
promoted Young Indian that
owns the National Herald
newspaper to “secure the
proceeds of crime and to
prevent the accused from
dissipating the same”.

According to the ED, the
total “proceeds of crime” in
the case was ₹988 crore. In
August 2022, the ED had
raided the head office of the
National Herald in Delhi in
connection with the money-
laundering probe. Herald
House on Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg is the registered
office address of the National
Herald, whose publisher AJL
is under probe by the ED
over its acquisition by Young
Indian. The Gandhis are
among the promoters and
shareholders of Young In-
dian. Jawaharlal Nehru had
founded the National Herald
in 1937. The ED registered
the case in 2021 under crim-
inal provisions of the PMLA
on a complaint from BJP
politician Subramanian
Swamy a decade ago. The
agency had started the
probe after the metropolitan
magistrate at Patiala House
Courts in Delhi took cogni-
sance of a private complaint
filed by Swamy on June 26,
2014. The complaint, the ED
said, highlighted a “criminal
conspiracy” by several
prominent political figures, 
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Bengali IPS officer Roy to
grill Rana in 26/11 case

MI News Service, Mumbai:
A Bengali policewoman
whose crackdown on cyber
crime in Jharkhand partly
inspired the 2020 Netflix se-
ries Jamtara is now leading
the interrogation of the
26/11 accused Tahawwur
Rana. Colleagues described
Jaya Roy, Bengal-born IPS
officer of the Jharkhand
cadre and a deputy inspec-
tor-general with the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA), as a soft-spoken per-
son but a “stickler for rules”
and a “hard taskmaster”.
Roy, who happens to be a
medical graduate too, and
her senior colleague Ashish
Batra, a 1997-batch IPS of-
ficer from the Jharkhand
cadre, participated in the
last lap of Rana’s extradi-
tion process in the US. They
were on the special flight
that brought the terror ac-
cused to Delhi on Thursday
evening. “Jaya is a very up-
right and hardworking IPS
officer. She is soft-spoken
but a no-nonsense officer,”
one of her seniors in the
NIA said.

A junior colleague in the
agency said: “Her personal
integrity cannot be ques-
tioned. She often tells us
that it’sher duty to see that
theguilty, however mighty,
are punished and the poor
getjustice. She is a hard
taskmaster and has blasted
usseveral times over lacu-
nae in investigations.”Born

in April 1979 in Bengal, Roy
passed her MBBS finals in
2010. A year later, she
cleared the UPSC exam. Her
parents live in Sahibganj in
Jharkhand where her fa-
ther N.R. Roy is a well-
known physician.

The 2011-batch officer
shot to fame when her team
cracked down on cyber
criminals in Jamtara, a
sleepy district town in the
Santhal Pargana region of
Jharkhand, making a slew
of arrests over several
months. Jamtara has been
known for the proliferation
of gangs specialising in
cyber fraud, such as send-
ing phishing messages,
threatening digital arrest,
and conducting online job
rackets and fake investment
schemes. Roy was deputed
to the NIA in 2019 as super-
intendent of police for a
four-year term. She has
since been promoted to DIG
and had her termextended.

Rana, remanded in NIA
custody for 18 days, has
been lodged in a 14ftx14ft
cell equipped with an air-
conditioner, CCTV cameras,
a bed and an attached toilet.
He is under round-the-clock
surveillance and is being in-
terrogated for his suspected
links with the Lashkar-e-
Toiba and the Pakistani in-
telligence agency, ISI,
accused of masterminding
the Mumbai attacks that
killed 166 people.

Lahaul & Spiti: Tourists visit a snow-covered area near Atal Tunnel in Lahaul & Spiti districts in Himachal Pradesh.

President, Guv lack veto
on state bills: SC sets 

3-month deadline

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Neither the Presi-
dent nor the governor has
any “pocket veto or ab-
solute veto” to indefinitely
withhold bills passed by a
state legislature, the
Supreme Court has ruled
while prescribing three-
month deadlines for the
two constitutional authori-
ties to take a decision.

A failure to meet these
timetables would give an
aggrieved state the right to
approach the high court or
the Supreme Court, the
bench of Justice J.B. Pardi-
wala and Justice R. Ma-
hadevan said.

It ordered “deemed”
assent to 10 bills passed by
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
with effect from November
18, 2023, when they had
been presented to gover-
nor R.N. Ravi a second
time after heeding his ini-
tial call for reconsidera-
tion.

The apex court had
orally pronounced the ver-
dict on Tuesday, focusing
on the governor’s lack of
veto, but formally up-
loaded the 415-page judg-
ment late on Friday night.
“…We prescribe that the
President is required to
take a decision on the bills
reserved for his considera-
tion by the Governor
within a period of three
months from the date on
which such reference is re-
ceived,” the judgment, au-
thored by Justice
Pardiwala, said.

“In case of any delay
beyond this period, appro-
priate reasons would have
to be recorded and con-
veyed to the concerned

State.” On the 10 Tamil
Nadu bills, the judgment
cited “the unduly long pe-
riod” for which Ravi had
kept them pending “before
the ultimate declaration of
withholding of
assent”.With this in mind,
“we are left with no other
option but to exercise our
inherent powers under Ar-
ticle 142 of the Constitu-
tion for the purpose of
declaring these ten Bills as
deemed to have been as-
sented on the date when
they were presented to the
Governor after being re-
considered by the State
legislature i.e., on
18.11.2023”, the judgment
said. It said that if a gover-
nor reserved a bill for the
President’s consideration
on the grounds of an un-
constitutionality that could
endanger democracy, the
President ought to refer
the matter to the Supreme
Court. “There is no ‘pocket
veto’ or ‘absolute veto’
available to the President
in discharge of his func-
tions under Article 201,”
the judgment said.

“This necessarily im-
plies that the withholding
of assent under Article 201
is to be accompanied by
the furnishing of reasons
for such withholding,” it
added. “The position of
law is settled that even
where no time limit is pre-
scribed for the exercise of
any power under a statute,
it should be exercised
within a reasonable time.
The exercise of powers by
the President under Article
201 cannot be said to be
immune to this general
principle of law….”

5.5 magnitude aftershock
jolts Central Myanmar 

MI News Service, Rangoon:
A magnitude 5.5 earth-
quake struck on Sunday
morning near Meiktila, a
small city in central Myan-
mar, according to the US
Geological Survey. The
quake came as Myanmar is
engaged in relief efforts fol-
lowing a massive 7.7 mag-
nitude temblor that also hit
the country's central region
on March 28. The epicentre
of the latest quake was
roughly halfway between
Mandalay, Myanmar's sec-
ond-biggest city, which suf-
fered enormous damage
and casualties in last
month's earthquake, and
Naypyitaw, the capital,
where several government
offices were then damaged.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of major dam-
age or casualties caused by
the new quake, one of the
strongest of hundreds of af-
tershocks from the March
28 temblor. As of Friday,
the death toll from that
quake was 3,649, with
5,018 injured, according to
Maj Gen Zaw Min Tun, a
spokesperson for Myan-
mar's military government.
Myanmar's Meteorological
Department said Sunday's

quake occurred in the area
of Wundwin township, 97
kilometers (60 miles) south
of Mandalay, at a depth of
20 kilometers (12 miles).
The U.S. Geological Survey
estimated the depth at 7.7
km (4.8 miles). Two Wund-
win residents told The As-
sociated Press by phone the
quake was so strong that
people rushed out of build-
ings and that ceilings in
some dwellings were dam-
aged. A resident of Naypy-
itaw also reached by phone
said he did not feel the lat-
est quake. Those contacted
asked not to be named for
fear of angering the mili-
tary government, which
prefers to closely control
information. The United
Nations last week warned
that damage caused by the
March 28 quake will
worsen the existing hu-
manitarian crisis in Myan-
mar, where a civil war had
already displaced more
than 3 million people. It
said the quake severely dis-
rupted agricultural produc-
tion and that a health
emergency loomed because
many medical facilities in
the quake zone were dam-
aged or destroyed.

Assam tense over Waqf protest

MI News Service, Guwa-
hati: Protestors threw
stones while the police
used batons at a rally held
against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act on Sunday when
agitators and police
clashed in Cachar district
of Assam, a senior official
said.

The official told that
several hundred people hit
the streets in Berenga area
of Silchar town without
permission to protest the
recently enacted legisla-
tion.

"Around 300-400 peo-
ple were protesting by
blocking the road. When
we tried to clear the path,
a few of them threw stones
at us. We had to use mild
lathi-charge to disperse
the crowd," he added. The
area has been cleared

now, the official said. He
said that a case has been
registered, but no one has
been detained or arrested
yet.

The protestors showed
black flags and shouted
slogans against the BJP
government, demanding
repeal of the Act. Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Saturday
claimed that the state po-
lice had a "strong intelli-
gence" report that there
could be "some distur-
bances" during protests by
the minority community
against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act.

He said the police force
worked extensively to pre-
vent any violence, with the
intelligence report sug-
gesting problems on Fri-
day.
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Voices Rise for 
Pension Justice 

Tapash Roy: A massive
rally and convention were
held on April 10 at the
Community Hall in Dum-
Dum Estate, organized by
the employee union of the
Ordnance Factory Dum
Dum. The union, affiliated
with INTTUC, invited Shri
Vijay Kumar Bandhu, Na-
tional President of the Na-
tional Movement for Old
Pension Scheme (NMOPS),
as the chief guest for the
event.The program wit-
nessed participation from
employees of various cen-
tral government organiza-
tions, all of whom have
been adversely affected by
the implementation of the
National Pension System
(NPS), effective since Jan-
uary 1, 2004, and the up-
coming Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS), set to be
launched on April 1,
2025.The primary objec-
tive of the rally and con-
vention was to voice strong
opposition to both NPS and

UPS, while demanding the
reinstatement of the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS) for
central government em-
ployees. The gathering re-
flected growing discontent
among employees and re-
inforced the call for secure
and guaranteed post-re-
tirement benefits.The
event was graced by sev-
eral prominent leaders
and representatives, in-
cluding NMOPS National
President Vijay Kumar
Bandhu, Defense Coordi-
nator Prem Sagar, Sub-Co-
ordinator Uttam Biswas,
OFDC Employees Union
President Ravi Shankar
Basak, General Secretary
Chayan Bhattacharya,
OFDC Coordinator Hamid
Saha, along with other key
representatives such as
Ved Prakash Pandey,
Soumik Modak, Khris-
toroop Khanda, D.S. Upad-
hyay, Gauranga Chandra
Nayek, and Sanjay Ray
Majumdar.

Jhargram's burning problem: Human hand plays a key role in forest fires
MI News Service, Jhargram: Rising
incidences of forest fires in south
Bengal districts, particularly Jhar-
gram, have emerged as a threat to
wildlife as well as tribal people
who depend on the forests for sur-
vival. For some indigenous com-
munities, March-April is crucial
for collecting Mohua (Madhuca
longifolia) flowers to brew the
country liquor mohua. However,
the tradition comes with a mal-
practice — deliberately setting fire
to the floor of the forest to clear
dry leaves that hinder “flower col-
lection”. The fires, though appar-

ently controlled, often go beyond
their intended areas, merging with
the region’s increasing wildfire cri-
sis. Wildfires are ravaging the
forests in and around Jhargram,
where at least three major inci-
dents were reported last month
alone. The most recent blaze broke
out on March 30 at Boriya near
Jhargram town. Villages such as
Tiyakati, Nayagram, Jamboni and
Dharampur have borne the brunt
of these fires, with vast stretches of
forestland reduced to ashes over
the last month.

Despite repeated awareness

campaigns and warnings from the
state forest department, the fre-
quency of these fires is on the rise,
posing serious environmental
threats and endangering local
communities. The causes of such
fires go beyond flower collection.
One of the main reasons is said to
be the thick accumulation of dry
leaves on the forest floor. The dry
foliage catches fire instantly which
races with the wind. The problem
is compounded by human-induced
factors.Garh Salboni villager Ajit
Mahato said solely blaming Mohua
flower collectors oversimplified the

issue. “What about areas with no
Mohua trees? Many of these fires
are due to negligence or mischief.
People visit forests for picnics and
cook meals. After they are done,
they do not care to check if the
makeshift oven is properly extin-
guished. Those embers can easily
lead to a wildfire.” Others like him
also believe reckless human be-
haviour plays a crucial role. “Peo-
ple, including tourists, often throw
bidi or cigarette stubs carelessly,
which can trigger massive fires,”
said Sumitra Mullick, another
Jhargram resident.

Bengal government to tap ex-
perts on minimum tea wage

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Bengal labour depart-
ment will approach the
State Productivity Council
and seek a report on the
minimum wage for tea
garden workers.

The decision was made
at a meeting of the mini-
mum wage committee
here on Saturday. The
panel was constituted by
the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment in 2015 to recom-
mend the minimum wage
for the tea workers.
"Around 20 meetings of
the committee have been
held so far, but tea
planters and trade unions

could not reach a consen-
sus on the minimum wage.
That is why state labour
minister Moloy Ghatak
today (on Saturday) pro-
posed that the matter be
referred to the State Pro-
ductivity Council,” said Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, a Rajya
Sabha member who was
present at the meeting.

“The council will be
asked to prepare a report
on the minimum wage.
Once the report is ready,
further discussions would
be held on the minimum
wage,” added Banerjee,
who is also the state presi-
dent of the INTTUC.

We are neither action-shy nor
trigger-happy: DGP Rajeev Kumar

amid Murshidabad violence
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Bengal’s director general
of police Rajeev Kumar on
Saturday said the force
was not “action shy” and
was prepared to deal
strongly with the violence
arising out of waqf
protests and appealed to
everyone to stop spreading
rumours in Murshidabad.

“No hooliganism will
be tolerated. We are deal-
ing with the situation very
strongly. Police use mini-
mum force first to control
the situation, but it doesn’t
mean we are action-shy,”
Kumar said. As the police
had been criticised for not
playing a more proactive
role to control the violence
in a few areas of Murshid-
abad, the DGP said: “We
are fighting a situation
where we all need to be to-
gether. 

It is a fight between
good and bad people. The
rumours have to stop. We
will deal with hooligans
and mischievous people
very, very strongly.”

Several vehicles were
torched and NH12 was
blocked for several hours
on Friday following violent
protests that rocked parts
of Murshidabad. A battery
of senior police officers of
the rank of additional di-
rector generals of police
and others from the state
police directorate have
reached the bordering dis-
trict of Bengal, where Sec-
tion 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) has been clamped
to prevent public distur-
bance. Internet services

have been shut down, and
the BSF has joined the po-
lice forpatrolling.

“The phone numbers
of police stations and con-
trol rooms have been pro-
vided. If there is anything,
call the police,” Kumar
said while addressing the
media. “But people are not
allowed to take the law
into their own hands. This
is unacceptable. The lives
of people and their proper-
ties are at stake. We will
deal with them as
stronglyas possible.” The
top cop, who reached trou-
ble-torn Samserganj on
Saturday evening, said the
Bengal police wasn’t a
“trigger-happy” force and
that the immediate priority
of the force was to stop the
violence. However, a sen-
ior police officer confirmed
that three persons had lost
their lives inthe violence.

“At the moment, the
rumours have to stop. If
we keep addressing ru-
mours, it is a waste of time
and energy of the officers
on the ground and that of
our resources,”said
Kumar. The DGP said a fir-
ing took place on Friday
and people were injured,
but there was no death. He
also spoke about an “un-
fortunate incident” on Sat-
urday morning of someone
falling to bullets, only to be
told later that he received
a bullet injury on his leg.
“This has to stop. I request
your help and coopera-
tion,” Kumar said. “We are
here to protect lives and
properties. Rumors have to
stop.”

Siliguri Municipal Corporation
crackdown on plastic carry bags
MI News Service, Siliguri
The Siliguri Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC), the largest
civic body in north Bengal,
has decided to tighten the
screws on the use of plastic
carry bags and thermocol
(polystyrene). The decision
was taken at the civic body’s
environment committee
meeting on Friday. Gautam
Deb, the mayor, who was
present at the meeting said:
“We will launch an exten-
sive campaign and drive
against the use of plastic
carry bags and thermocol.
The drive will be conducted
to prevent storage, selling,
and use of these items”.The
use of plastic carry bags is
banned in the Siliguri civic
area and Darjeeling district
as a whole. However, such
bags continue to be used
across the city. Thermocol is
also a major cause of pollu-
tion, particularly in the
water bodies of the city.

Along with an aware-
ness campaign, SMC will
conduct raids with Siliguri

Metropolitan Police at all
entry and exit points of the
city to prevent the entry and
use of plastic carry bags and
thermocol products in Silig-
uri. In the current fiscal, the
civic board has sanctioned
₹3 lakh for the campaign.
The SMC also plans to spend
a sum of ₹10 lakh for plant-
ing around 10,000 saplings
to increase the green cover
in Siliguri, a source said.
“We have already relocated
180 trees under the replan-
tation programme, we could
save 130 of those trees,”
said a source. The mayor
added that they will hold
talks with Credai (Confeder-
ation of Real Estate Devel-
opers’ Association of India),
one of the largest realtors’
association, to maintain an
eco-friendly environment at
construction sites. “At the
construction sites, there
should be rainwater har-
vesting, and trees would be
planted in such locations.
We will discuss those issues
with Credai,” said Deb.

Alipurduar: 2
held in petrol
pump firing
case, hunt on
for third
MI News Service, Alipurd-
uar: Police arrested two
persons on Friday in con-
nection with the firing that
occurred at a petrol pump
near Alipurduar town on
April 7 night and seized a
7mm pistol and live bullets
from them.

One of them, Shankar
Das, is the son of a Tri-
namool member of the
local panchayat. The other
is his friend Subhankar
Pal. Both are from
Chechakhata, a locality
under Alipurduar-II block.
Around 11.30pm on April
7, three persons reached
the petrol pump. Sub-
hankar took out a firearm
and shot at Ajoy Mandal,
an employee there, the po-
lice said. Mandal, who got
a bullet in his head, was
critically injured. He is
under treatment at a pri-
vate nursing home in Silig-
uri. However, the motive
behind the crime is not
clear, police sources said.
On Saturday, the duo were
produced in a local court
which ordered police cus-
tody for seven days.

The police are in
search of the third person
who was present with
Shankar and Subhankar.
TMC leaders have dis-
tanced themselves from
Shankar. “Our party never
shelters any offender,” said
Paritosh Barman, the Tri-
namool president of
Alipurduar--II block.

Dooars tea workers protest 
PF default under banner of TMC

Cha Bagan Sramik Union

MI News Service, Dooars:
Hundreds of tea garden
workers from across the
Dooars congregated in
front of the regional provi-
dent fund office in Jalpaig-
uri under the banner of the
Trinamool Cha Bagan
Sramik Union (TCBSU) on
Friday to protest against
the failure of a section of
companies to deposit
labourers’ provident fund
(PF). The protesters also
alleged that the Employees
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO), a central gov-
ernment entity, was not
doing enough to ensure the
PF deposits. “Some tea
planters are deducting the
PF contribution from the
workers’ wages, but are
not depositing the amounts
in the EPFO. This is unac-
ceptable, and the PF au-
thorities should take steps.
That is why we demon-
strated here today,” said
state labour minister
Moloy.

“Middlemen approach
tea garden workers and
assure them of PF disbur-
sal against cash. If middle-
men approach workers,
they should immediately

inform union leaders. We
will take legal steps
against such people,” he
added. Ritabrata Banerjee,
the state president of the
INTTUC, the trade union of
the Trinamool Congress,
said the party would con-
tinue to hold different pro-
grammes in the Dooars
and the Terai over tea
workers’ issues till next
year’s Assembly elections.
“PF is a statutory benefit
which the tea workers re-
ceive. Yet, they are unsure
if their PF deposits are
made by the companies.
The PF authorities cannot
evade their responsibili-
ties,” he said.

“On our part, we will
organise camps on every
tea estate to find out the
amount of PF dues,” added
Banerjee, a Rajya Sabha
member. A delegation of
TMC leaders went to the
PF office at Dinbazar and
submitted a memorandum
to officials. “We have sub-
mitted the memorandum
to the PF authorities and
sought a response to our
demands within 20 days,”
said Sanjoy Kuzur, a TMC
leader.

Minimum wage 
advisory committee
meeting at Siliguri
MI News Service, Siliguri:
A meeting of the minimum
wage advisory committee
of the tea industry held at
the state guest house in
Siliguri on Saturday. Moloy
Ghatak, the state labour
minister, said the commit-
tee was formed to fix the
minimum wage rate of tea
workers serving in Bengal.
“So far, 20 meetings of the
committee have been held,
but no decision has been
reached. We hope there
will be some positive de-
velopment tomorrow,” said
Ghatak.

Representatives of tea
planters and trade unions,
and officials of the labour
department will attend the
meeting.

3 dead in sepa-
rate incidents
MI News Service, Shamsh-
erganj: At least three peo-
ple have lost their lives in
separate incidents across
the district since Friday. In
Shamsherganj, a father
and son duo, identified as
Hargobind Das and Chan-
dan Das, were brutally
murdered at their resi-
dence, local sources said.
However no official com-
munication was available
regarding the identities of
the deceased. According to
local sources, a group of
miscreants broke into the
duo’s residence with the
intent to loot. When the
duo tried to resist, they
were reportedly hacked to
death with sharp weapons.

Simultaneously, violent
protests escalated in other
parts of the district, includ-
ing Dhulian and Suti, over
the controversial Waqf
Amendment Act. On Fri-
day, three persons, includ-
ing a minor, were shot at
during clashes. One of
them died later. The de-
ceased, a teenager, suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries
in Murshidabad Medical
College and Hospital after
being injured in Suti’s
Sajur More area. Mean-
while, fresh allegations
have emerged against BSF
personnel for opening fire
on civilians.

Man gets life 
for murdering 
neighbour
MI News Service,
Asansol:Afast track court in
Asansol has sentenced a
person to life imprisonment
in a murder case of his
neighbour in presence of his
mother about three years
ago. On 18 January 2022,
one Fajal Imam of Charbi
Mohalla in Rahamat Nagar,
under Hirapur police station
was murdered. His neigh-
bour Mohamed Ali alias
Sonu stabbed him repeat-
edly with a knife in his ab-
domen in front of his mother
due to an old rivalry. To en-
sure his death he also slit his
throat with the knife and
later snatched a scooty from
a passerby from the lane in
broad daylight and fled
away. He was taken to
nearby hospital in profusely
bleeding condition and was
pronounced dead by the
doctor. On the same
evening, his mother had
lodged an FIR against Mo-
hammed Ali at Hirapur po-
lice station.Hirapur PS
arrested him and trial
started at the Fast Track
Court in Asansol, in which
22 witnesses were produced
before the court including
the attending doctor of the
hospital. Binayananda Chat-
terjee, the government
pleader said that all the wit-
nesses had recorded secret
statements before the judge
and within three years the
order had been padded in
this murder case.

Darjeeling MP visits
Khoribari accusing
police of inaction
MI News Service, Darjee-
ling: At a time when com-
munal tensions have been
rising in the region—before
Eid, during Ram Navami,
and amid protests against
the amended Waqf Act —
Darjeeling MP Raju Bista,
along with BJP MLAs from
Siliguri and Dabgram-Ful-
bari, visited the Khoribari
police station in the Phan-
sidewa Assembly con-
stituency of Darjeeling
district on Saturday. The
visit followed a disturbing
incident of desecration at a
temple ahead of Ram
Navami. Miscreants al-
legedly vandalised the Maa
Kali Mandir in Vivekananda
Pally, Chakkarmari, Bha-
janpur, under the jurisdic-
tion of Khoribari police
station, leaving the local
community shocked and
outraged. “It has been more
than 12 days since the inci-
dent happened, yet the po-
lice have failed to identify or
apprehend the culprits re-
sponsible for this heinous
act,” said Raju Bista. He
also claimed that this was
the third such instance of
sacrilege in local temples,
with no conclusive action
taken in any of the cases.

On the 326th Khalsa Sajna Diwas (Baisakhi) in front of the Shaheed Minar at Maidan, Minister Aroop Biswas offered
a Chadar (Rumala Sahib) on behalf of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata on Sunday.

Mohun Bagan Super Giant team celebrates at the Salt Lake Stadium after winning the ISL Cup.

Union Minister and State BJP President Sukanta Majum-
dar, Opposition leader Suvendu Adhikari with other BJP
leaders took part in a protest rally against the West Ben-
gal Government in Kolkata on Sunday. 



Printed and Published by Prem Shankar on behalf of Prem Shankar and Printed at Saraswati Print Factory Private Limited, 789, Chowbhaga West, Near Chaina Mandir, Kolkata-700105 and Published at 30, Chittaranjan Avenue, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700012,

Editor: Prem Shankar*, *(Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act) RNI No.WBENG/2014/56803 Email: morningindiaranchi@gmail.com

For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

03
Kolkata, Monday

14 April, 2025

C I T Y

City pays a joint tribute to Tagore & Gulzar 
MI News Service, Kolkata: The in-
tellectual and cultural capital of
India , Kolkata recently hosted a
programmee show casing the bril-
liance of the iconic legend Ra-
bindranath Tagore and the lyrical
genius Gulzar. Celebrated elocu-
tionist Satyajit mesmerized the au-
dience with his magical voice as
he presented a unique pot-pourri
of the works of these two legends
through their diverse works. 

Satyajit mentioned, “Gulzar, a
die-hard Tagore fan has many
times expressed that how his
works reflects the direct influence
of Tagore on him. Gulzar’s classi-
cal works of Gulzar, a direct or
passive influence of Tagore on
Gulzar’s mind and heart can well
be read in the essence of his cre-
ation.” The show was a captivat-
ing tribute to Rabindranath
Tagore and Gulzar that recently

enthralled audiences of Kolkata.
The performance, by renowned
elocutionists Satyajit Biswas cre-
atively blended the timeless poetry
of the two legends, offering a
unique and emotional experience
to the viewers.  Satyajit reflected

on Tagore’s lifelong impact on
Gulzar’s work. According to Satya-
jit, “ Gulzar is neither a name nor
an adjective. Gulzar is a space that
has nourished our sensibilities for
six decades. He has uplifted cine-
matic images with his imagination

and resonance as well as given a
new rhetoric to Hindi poetry.”. In
the show, Satyajit reflected a com-
parative analysis of Gulzar’s works
in Hindi taken inspiration from
Tagore’s works , both in terms of
Tagore’s philosophy and psycho-
analysis of human’s thought
process. He mentioned, “Gulzar
has an interesting connect with
languages and he uses it in the
most distinct manner in his poetry.
One finds him blending different
languages in the same poem and
he explains this by claiming all
languages as his very own. His cri-
terion to use words has been not
only the meaning but also on the
sound and its connection with the
readers. He has always candidly
mentioned that how his works are
so much influenced by the literary
and philosophical treasures of
Tagore.”

Mamata’s Nobo Borsho gift: Get
ready to walk at Kalighat skywalk 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Ka-
lighat skywalk, which has been in
the making for over four years, will
be inaugurated on Monday. The
trunk of the 435m-long skywalk
takes off at the SP Mukherjee Road-
Kali Temple Road intersection and
ends outside the gates of the Kalighat
temple. A 30-metre arm of the sky-
walk starts near the Kalighat fire
brigade intersection and merges
with the trunk near Kalighat police
station. There are five points of entry
or exit: from SP Mukherjee Road;
outside the Kalighat temple; on
Sadananda Road; at the Kalighat fire
station intersection; and from the
second floor of the new Kalighat
Hawkers’ Corner. The skywalk,

which is standing on 50 portals or
goal-post shaped structures support-
ing it from below, is 6.5 metres above
the road. “Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee will open the skywalk on
the eve of Poila Boishakh,” said a
KMC official. A senior engineer of the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
(KMC), which built the skywalk, said
that along with the construction of
the skywalk, the road underneath
has seen a transformation.

Kali Temple Road had multiple
encroachments before the construc-
tion of the skywalk began. “The en-
croachments have been removed.
One can now take the Kali Temple
Road that is 25m wide from its inter-
section with SP Mukherjee Road and

drive past the temple. That was
unimaginable earlier,” said the engi-
neer. The footpath along Kali Temple
Road has been renovated, too, with
newly laid paver blocks. “We have
widened the footpath. Earlier, it was
between 6ft and 7ft wide. Now the
footpath is 12ft wide. We have de-
marcated space for hawkers on the
footpath, leaving two-thirds of the
width free for pedestrians following
the street vending rules,” said the
engineer. The construction of the
skywalk and the sprucing up of the
pavement and roads have cost ₹100
crore, said an engineer. The con-
struction of the skywalk began in Oc-
tober 2021 with an 18-month
deadline. Several new deadlines
were set and missed. KMC engineers
and officials said multiple challenges
had to be overcome. “We had to shift
a brick box-drain, high tension elec-
tricity lines and three water supply
lines. Their shifting on such a clut-
tered and busy road took time. A re-
dundant gas supply line had to be
removed, too.”

“There were severe restrictions
on when we could work. We had to
stop our work every year for 15 days
around Poila Boishakh, during the
Gangasagar Mela and again between
Durga Puja and Kali Puja because of
the rush of devotees. Restricted work
could be done on Tuesdays and Sat-
urdays, and also during monsoon,”
an engineer said.

Mohun Bagan shows 
why it is super Giant

Mariners once again
showed that why they are
implausibly tagged as
‘Super Giant’ when they
proudly lift the Indian Super
League Cup (ISL Cup) for the
season 2024-25. Mohun
Bagan Super Giant were
stretched to the limit before
staving off Bengaluru FC’s
remarkable challenge and
winning the ISL-XI Cup final
2-1 in extra time at the jam-
packed Salt Lake Stadium
on Saturday.

Bagan thus became the
second team after Mumbai
City FC to do an ISL double.
They had already won the
League Shield in February
and Saturday’s win exor-
cised the ghost of last sum-
mer when they missed out
on a double delight after
stumbling in the Cup final at
the same venue. Bengaluru
FC, who were the better
team for most of the 90 min-
utes, took the lead through
an own goal by Bagan de-
fender Alberto Rodriguez
four minutes after the
change of ends. Jason Cum-
mings scored the equaliser
by converting a penalty in
the 72nd minute and then
Jamie Maclaren made it 2-1
in the 96th minute. The mo-
ment referee Senthil Nathan
S blew the final whistle, the
stadium erupted into unbri-

dled euphoria. Fire crack-
ers, chants in the stands, the
Bagan bench rushing onto
the ground to join the
party... No one, perhaps,
was happier than owner
Sanjiv Goenka, who had a
super Saturday as his
cricket franchise, Lucknow
Super Giants, won earlier in
the evening. Hugging the
players, basking in the glory
in front of nearly 60,000
spectators, Goenka was
beaming. Success on the
field gives a high. Ever since
he invested in football, ATK,
ATK Mohun Bagan and
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
have returned with trophies.
Critics may cringe at the
way Mohun Bagan Super
Giant splurge on players,
making the transfer market
topsy-turvy, but with the re-
sults coming and fans over
the moon, there’s no point
raising a finger at them.
Have it, flaunt it. To give
credit to Goenka, he has
been pumping money into
football since 2014 — the
year ISL was born — with-
out thinking about the mon-
etary returns. The way
Bagan supporters cele-
brated on Saturday was
probably the No. 1 — the
number on the shirt he
wears during Bagan
matches — for him. 

Kalighat Sky Walk is all set for a grand inauguration.

326th Khalsa Sajna Diwas & Baisakhi celebration at Sahid Minar maidan in Kolkata on Sunday. 

Preparations for the Lakshmi & Ganesh idols are underway in full swing for ocassion
of  ‘Poila Baishakh’.

US tariff re-
lief: Exports
of iPhone,
laptop now
20% cheaper
than China

National Herald case:
ED to seize Rs 661 Cr
in Cong-linked assets
From PG 1
major playe including the
first family of the Congress
led by Sonia Gandhi, her
MP son Rahul Gandhi,
apart from late Congress
leaders Motilal Vora and
Oscar Fernandes and also
Suman Dubey, Sam Pitroda
and private company
Young Indian for alleged
involvement in a money-
laundering scheme related
to the fraudulent takeover
of properties valued over
₹2,000 crore belonging to
the AJL. “The legal pro-
ceedings against the ac-
cused have faced
challenges but have been
upheld by both Delhi High
Court and the Supreme
Court, allowing the investi-
gation to proceed,” the ED
said. Sonia and Rahul are
majority shareholders of
Young Indian, with 38 per
cent shares held by each.
Earlier, both of them were
questioned for hours by
the ED in this case. The ED
claimed its investigation
has “conclusively” found
that Young Indian, which
was “beneficially owned”
by Sonia and Rahul, “ac-
quired” AJL properties
worth ₹2,000 crore for a
mere ₹50 lakh, signifi-
cantly undervaluing its
worth. 

From PG 1
major players, especially
Apple, alongside Dell, Sam-
sung, TSMC, AMD, Nvidia,
and the broader semicon-
ductor and hardware indus-
try. "Whether an olive
branch or a pragmatic reset,
the move helps reduce fric-
tion in a highly intercon-
nected global electronics
supply chain. That said, the
broader trajectory of US-
China trade policy remains
uncertain," Ram said. Coun-
terpoint Research Vice-Pres-
ident for Research Neil Shah
said he believes that moving
manufacturing and supply
chains to the US by charging
higher tariffs is not practical
and in turn hurts the most
valuable American compa-
nies such as Apple, NVIDIA
and others. "Bringing back
the manufacturing of smart-
phones, especially iPhones, is
going to be a marathon not a
sprint if the US government
is serious about it. And, if re-
ally serious, it could mean
now is not the time and will
need a very different strategy
and multi-year incentive
scheme," Shah said.

‘Nobo Borsho’ Bonanza 
for Bengal in Football

MI News Service, Kolkata: What more the football crazy
Bengalis can expect in ‘Nobo Borsho’, i.e in the Bengali
New Year. It is a triple bonanza for the Bengalis whose
unarguable love and passion for football is widely known. 

East Bengal wins 
Indian Women’s League

Twenty-one years after an East Bengal team last won a
league title in Indian football, the club’s women’s outfit
sealed the Indian Women’s Football League(IWL) trophy
with a 1-0 victory over defending champions Odisha FC.
Soumya Guguloth scored the all-important goal in the
67th minute. With this loss, Odisha FC stood on the verge
of relegation and their fate is not entirely in their own
hands with just one game left. The last title East Bengal
had won was the National Football League -- the prede-
cessor of I-League -- when its men’s team lifted the tro-
phy in the 2003-04 season. Other national titles the men’s
team has won over the years were either in knock-out or
league-cum-knock-out tournaments. The men’s team
had also won the ASEAN Club Championship in 2003.

Diamond Harbour’s 
‘Abhishek’ in I- League

Diamond Harbour Football Club enters I-League football
league and eventually becomes 4th Bengal-based club to
have played in prestigious Indian football league. Dia-
mond Harbour Football Club (DHFC) enters I-League
after the club beat Sports Academy Tirur 2-1 in I-League
2 to win the I League -2 and secure I-League promotion.
The West Bengal-based club became the fourth team to
play in the league after East Bengal, Mohun Bagan and
Mohammedan Sporting, all of whom now play in the In-
dian Super League (ISL). Taking to X, Abhishek Banerjee,
who owns the team, stated that it was due to the disci-
pline of their players that they could make it to the I-
League. 

He wrote, “It is a moment of immense pride and joy
— not just for me personally but for every single member
and supporter of the Diamond Harbour Football Club
family. Our qualification for the I-League stands as a tes-
tament to the discipline of our players, the unwavering
commitment of our coaches and the entire squad, the be-
lief and support of our sponsors and, above all, the un-
breakable love and passion of our people.” “Our rise
through the ranks — from the CFL First Division to the
CFL Premier Division, then I-League 3 champions, I-
League 2, and now the I-League — in just three years is
nothing short of extraordinary. It’s a story of grit, vision
and belief that will inspire millions of footballers and fans
across the country,” Banerjee added. DHFC still remains
unbeaten after 14 matches. Diamond Harbour FC won
the I-League 3 title earlier this season to qualify for I-
League 2, and if Diamond Harbour get a point against
second-placed Chanmari FC, they will be crowned the I-
League 2 champions. League leaders Diamond Harbour
are currently on 34 points with 10 wins and four draws.

Dating app racket: Kolkata
Police arrests couple

MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata Po-
lice have arrested a couple and un-
veiled a dating app racket operating
in the city and surrounding areas. One
of the accused is a restaurant man-
ager and his accomplice, a young
woman, created fake profiles on pop-
ular dating sites like Boo and Tinder
to catfish unsuspecting suitors. “They
would target specific individuals on
the app, befriend them. Once the
courtship progressed and a level of
trust established, the female would
suggest a dinner at the restaurant
where her accomplice worked,” said
a senior police officer of the cyber-
crime branch. “Once the victim was
honey-trapped they would extort
money through various means includ-
ing inflated bills.” The cybercrime
branch is trying to find out the total
victims the duo had entrapped and
the money they raised using various
nefarious means. “We suspect there

could be more people involved in the
racket. The two are being interro-
gated,” an officer said. Online dating
scam describes attempts to manipu-
late an individual’s vulnerabilities by
establishing a romantic and sexual re-
lationship. Once the victim is in their
trap shared photographs and texts
are used to blackmail the victim. “The
victims get blindsided by their emo-
tions and want to fulfil every wish of
the other person without realising
they are bleeding money. By the time
they become aware it is already too
late,” said a police officer. The fake
profile created could be either of a
man or a woman and the targets are
from both the genders.

Cybersecurity experts say one of
the steps people with fake profiles use
is quick expression of love and at the
same time avoiding a meeting. “If a
person you have met online keeps giv-
ing excuses to meet in person, then

most likely he or she is not who they
are claiming to be,” said a police offi-
cer. The cops advise those new to the
dating apps to make a reverse image
search of the person they have started
dating online. “Those running dating
scam rackets keep making new pro-
files. Those interested in online dating
should be wary of new profiles,” said
an officer. Sextortion racket started in
Rajasthan’s Bharatpur and has since
spread to different parts of the coun-
try including Kolkata. Some of the cy-
bercriminals arrested in other cities
either trace their roots to Bharatpur
or were trained by those running sex-
tortion rackets in the Rajasthan town.

“While chatting online personal
details should not be shared. Most of
these times most of the scammers are
targeting multiple victims, and it can
become difficult for them to keep
track of their stories. Look for the
loopholes” said an officer.

State govt envis-
ages more buses
on EM Bypass
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The state government
wants to run more buses
on EM Byass and has
sought the Kolkata Police’s
opinion on whether it will
pose challenges in traffic
management. Senior
transport department offi-
cials and city police offi-
cers discussed the
challenges that may arise
if more buses are allowed
on the Bypass.

“The legalities of this
decision were discussed,
and a final decision would
be made after we get feed-
back from the police,”
transport secretary Saumi-
tra Mohan said. A state
government notification is-
sued on February 11,
2005, had imposed restric-
tions on the “plying of state
carriage buses” through
the Bypass from the Hudco
crossing in Ultadanga to
the Garia station road-EM
Bypass crossing. The noti-
fication said the number of
buses plying on the Bypass
would be restricted to the
permits issued by the re-
gional transport authori-
ties. The permits would be
granted for “stage carriage
or contract carriage,” the
notification said.

“Only the regional
transport authorities of
North and South 24-Par-
ganas and Howrah could
issue permits to buses to
ply through the Bypass,
and not the state transport
authority (STA), which is-
sues permits for buses
across the state,” a senior
transport department offi-
cial said. “We want to do
away with this notification
and make new provisions
wherein the STA would be
empowered to issue bus
permits on the Bypass,”
said the official. 

Police nab man
trying to rob bank
with toy gun
MI News Service, Kolkata:
A 31-year-old man was ar-
rested in Kolkata's Survey
Park area after he was
caught while allegedly at-
tempting to rob a bank
using a toy gun, police said.
Dalim Basu, an employee
of the Department of Post,
went to the nationalised
bank around 3 pm on Fri-
day and showed the toy
gun, asking the customers
and the bankers to hand
him everything they had, a
police officer said. Basu,
himself a customer of the
bank, was under stress for
failing to repay his home
loan and meet other ex-
penses, he said. The bank
manager and customers
caught him from behind
after realising that he was
holding a toy gun, the offi-
cer said. He was handed
over to the police and sub-
sequently arrested. Besides
the toy gun, a knife was re-
covered from his posses-
sion, police said.

SC order on SSC:
Teacher transfer plan
goes to cold storage
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The state government has
cancelled its decision to
transfer teachers in gov-
ernment-aided secondary
and higher secondary
schools because the en
masse termination of
teachers’ jobs by the
Supreme Court has
plunged many institutes
into crisis. An order signed
by a deputy secretary in the
school education depart-
ment, sent to the school
service commission, says:
“The undersigned is di-
rected to state that the pre-
vious Memo... of this
department is hereby can-
celled till further order and
the transfer of the teachers
in terms of those orders is
withdrawn.”
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MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   In a commend-
able display of alertness 
and efficiency, Chief Inspec-
tor of Tickets (CIT)/Sealdah 
Sri Manash Adhikary on 
train number 12260 suc-
cessfully apprehended a 
miscreant attempting to 
rob a passenger.  

On April 12, 2025, an 
unidentified individual en-
tered in coach B/10 and 
snatched mobile sets, a 
purse, and a Gold necklace 
from Mrs. Swaranalata 
Joshi (F/45), who was oc-
cupying berth number 05. 
The swift alarm raised by 
the passenger was imme-
diately responded to by the 
vigilant TTE present in the 
vicinity. 

Driven by a heightened 
sense of responsibility 
and motivation, instilled 
through the Sr. DCM Seal-
dah Sri Jasram Meena 's 
consistent and positive 
counselling sessions, CIT/
SDAH acted swiftly and 
decisively with the assis-
tance of fellow passen-
gers, coach attendant, and 

checking staff, the mis-
creant was successfully 
apprehended within the 
coach.

This prompt action not 
only prevented the ac-
cused from escaping but 
also ensured the immedi-
ate recovery of the stolen 
belongings, which were 
subsequently returned to 
a relieved Mrs. Joshi. The 
successful apprehension 
is a direct testament to 
the increased motivation 

and dedication among 
front line railway staff, 
fostered by the Sr. DCM/ 
Sealdah Sri Meena’s lead-
ership and emphasis on 
maintaining a secure and 
passenger-friendly envi-
ronment. His focus on pos-
itive reinforcement and in-
stilling a sense of duty has 
demonstrably contributed 
to a more vigilant and pas-
senger-centric workforce.

The accused was hand-
ed over to the Government 

Railway Police (GRPs) at 
Sealdah (SDAH), with GD 
No. 568 dated 12.04.2025 
has been registered re-
garding the incident.

DRM Sealdah Sri Deep-
ak Nigam stated that this 
incident serves as a shin-
ing example of how proac-
tive counselling and strong 
leadership can significant-
ly enhance the effective-
ness and responsiveness 
of railway personnel and 
prioritize passenger safety 
and security has further 
supported such positive 
outcomes.

Sealdah Division ap-
plaud the exemplary con-
duct of the CIT/Sealdah Sri 
Manash Adhikary and the 
collaborative efforts of all 
involved, which not only 
led to the apprehension of 
the culprit and recovery of 
stolen goods but also rein-
forced the commitment to 
ensuring a safe and secure 
journey for all passengers 
and the Lady also ex-
pressed her thanks to rail-
ways for quick recovery of 
her lost property.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Eastern Railway 
is making concerted efforts 
to ensure cleanliness at sta-
tion premises and maintain 
waste-free railway tracks 
across its network. While 
the task remains challeng-
ing—especially in suburban 
stations with high passen-
ger footfall—the Railway 
is resolute in its mission to 
create a cleaner, safer, and 
more pleasant travel envi-
ronment.

One of the major hur-
dles faced is the prevalent 
practice among some pas-
sengers and rail users of 
indiscriminately spitting 
and littering on platforms 
and station premises. This 
behaviour not only ham-
pers the station’s aesthetic 
appeal but also poses seri-
ous environmental and op-

erational concerns.
To combat this issue, 

Eastern Railway has 
launched a series of com-
prehensive awareness 
campaigns at various sta-
tions, aimed at educating 
passengers and rail users 
about the importance of 
cleanliness. These cam-
paigns are conducted on 
a regular basis with active 
involvement from Health 
Department personnel, 
Railway Protection Force 
(RPF), and station staff.

The initiative focuses 
on promoting responsible 
waste disposal, discour-
aging littering, and rein-
forcing the prohibition of 
spitting in public areas. As 
part of the drive, station 
facilities were assessed 
thoroughly, and officials 
directly engaged with the 

railway community—in-
cluding passengers, ven-
dors, and staff—to empha-
size the critical role each 
individual plays in main-
taining hygiene and sani-
tation.

In a firm move to curb 
littering and spitting, a 
total of 31,576 individuals 
were penalized over the 
past three months i.e. from 
January to March 2025, 
resulting in the collection 
of Rs. 32,31,740 as fines. 
These measures aim not 
only to enforce discipline 
but also to instil a long-
term change in behaviour.

The intensive drive is 
continuing at different 
stations e.g. on Saturday 
(12.4.2025) a special clean-
liness drive conducted at 
Ballygunje to curb spitting/
littering / smoking at Rail-

way premises including 
Railway stations, platforms 
and even on Railway track. 
About 15 people were ap-
prehended from Ballygun-
je on that day for littering 
at platforms or railway 
track.

In a heartening gesture, 
passengers and vendors 
who exhibited exemplary 
cleanliness habits were 
recognized and encour-
aged with the distribution 
of rose flowers, symboliz-
ing appreciation and the 
positive impact of individ-
ual action.

Eastern Railway remains 
committed to upholding 
cleanliness standards and 
urges all rail users to join 
hands in keeping the sta-
tions and tracks clean—for 
a healthier, more digni-
fied rail journey.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata/ Mumbai:   Sev-
en young athletes from 
Bengal are gearing up for 
a never-seen-before spec-
tacle of the sport that has 
changed their lives.

They will play in 
the world’s first fran-
chise-based Rugby league, 
which will be held in Mum-
bai from June 1 to 15.

The Rugby Premier 
League (RPL), modelled on 
the IPL, will have teams 
from Ahmedabad, Banga-
lore, Chennai, Mumbai, Hy-
derabad and Bhubaneswar.

The league, held under 
the aegis of Rugby India, 
the national governing 
body, aims to revolution-
ise the sport in India and 
provide a global platform 
for the country’s emerging 
players.

It will boast a star-stud-
dedinternational line-up, 
welcoming 30 marquee 
international players from 
powerhouse Rugby Seven-
snations. Rubbing shoul-
ders with them will be Indi-
an talents.

The team names and lo-
gos were unveiled as the 
competition’s first player 
draft was held on April 4. 
Thirty Indian players were 
selected from an auction 
pool of 71.

Seven of the selected are 
products of Khelo Rugby by 
Future Hope, a project that 
takes sporting and social 
development opportunities 
into marginalised commu-

nities across Bengal.
Among them is Rajdeep 

Saha, a 23-year-old from 
Murshidabad. At the April 
4 auction, Saha was sold to 
Delhi Redz, fetching ₹2.75 
lakh to become one of the 
highest-paid Indians.

He lost his mother when 
he was two and was raised 
in an orphanage before be-
ing spotted by Paul Walsh, 
a former British diplomat 
and the mentor-leader of 
Khelo Rugby.

Saha started playing 
rugby when he was 10. 
By 18, he represented the 
Indian senior rugby team. 
Saha, who can play as a 
scrum-half, fly-half, cen-
tre and a hooker, has rep-
resented India in Japan, 
England and Wales, In-
donesia, South Africa and 
Singapore.

“For me, the best part 
of RPL is to be able to play 
with some of the global 
superstars of the game, 
people I have grown up 
admiring. Playing in the 
same team as Jordan Con-
roy (the Irish Rugby Sev-
ens star and one of the top 
names in the circuit) is a 
dream come true. I could 
not have asked for more,” 
said Saha. Apart from Con-
roy, the international list 
comprises some of the big-
gest names in the sport like 
Perry Baker, Rosko Speck-
man and Harry McNulty.

Specman, the 35-year-
old South African super-
star, will play alongside 

Arjun Mahato for Kalinga 
Black Tigers.

Mahato, who will turn 
20 next month, grew up 
in a colony in Taratala, 
gateway to the southwest-
ern fringes of Kolkata. His 
father passed away when 
Arjun was two months old.

His mother worked at a 
factory that baked biscuits, 
cookies, rusk and cakes. 
He came under the fold of 
Khelo Rugby when he was 
eight.

“It is going to be hard 
not to be intimidated by his 
presence. But I will do my 
best,” said Mahato, who 
has played for the India 
under-18 team. He fetched 
₹50,000 at the auction.

Future Hope is an NGO 
that runs a school for street 
children on Rowland Row 
in Ballygunge. For near-
ly 40 years, it has made a 
difference to the lives of 
hundreds of girls and boys, 
many of whom were left 
abandoned on the streets 
or their parents were too 
poor to get them educated. 
They found a home in Fu-
ture Hope and built their 
lives afresh.

Apart from Saha and 
Mahato, the other Future 
Hope players in the tour-
nament are Akash Balmiki, 
Sukumar Hembrom, Arpan 
Chhetri, Karan Rajbhar 
and Sumit Kumar Roy.

Balmiki went to Mum-
bai Dreamers for ₹90,000; 
Hembrom and Roy went 
to Hyderabad Heroes for 

₹60,000 and ₹1.25 lakh, 
respectively. Rajbhar was 
sold to Bengaluru Brave-
hearts for ₹80,000 and 
Chhetri went to the same 
team for ₹60,000.

The money is not much, 
especially compared to 
the astronomical amounts 
some players get in cash-
rich cricket or other sports 
leagues.

The difference is that 
players like Saham Bal-
miki, Roy and Mahato are 
amateurs. This league has 
the potential to transform 
them into professional rug-
by players.

Walsh put things in per-
spective. “When they go 
into an India camp, they 
get an allowance.

When they leave the 
camp, the allowance is 
gone. When they play for 
Future Hope, we look after 
them. We make sure they 
can travel to tournaments. 
We give them food and kits. 
Some of them get scholar-
ships to go to college. No-
body gets a salary for being 
a rugby player,” he said.

The RPL, which will be 
broadcast live, will in-
crease rugby’s exposure.

“More people will be ex-
cited by the game. It will 
have a long-term impact on 
the game across the coun-
try. People will want profit, 
but at the same time, they 
need a good product. So, 
the investments will hope-
fully go into Indian play-
ers,” Walsh said.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   Tech giant Apple 
chartered cargo flights to 
ferry 600 tons of iPhones, 
or as many as 1.5 million, 
to the United States from 
India, after it stepped up 
production there in an ef-
fort to beat President Don-
ald Trump's tariffs, sources 
told.

The details of the push 
provide an insight into the 
U.S. smartphone company's 
private strategy to navigate 
around the Trump tariffs 
and build up inventory of its 
popular iPhones in the Unit-
ed States, one of its biggest 
markets.

Analysts have warned 
that U.S. prices of iPhones 
could surge, given Apple's 
high reliance on imports 
from China, the main manu-
facturing hub of the devices, 
which is subject to Trump's 
highest tariff rate of 125%.

That figure is far in excess 
of the tariff of 26% on im-
ports from India, but which 
is now on hold after Trump 
called a 90-day pause this 

week that excludes China.
Apple "wanted to beat 

the tariff," said one of the 
sources familiar with the 
planning.

The company lobbied In-
dian airport authorities to 
cut to six hours the time 
needed to clear customs 
at the Chennai airport in 
the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu, down from 30 hours, 
the source added.

The so-called "green cor-
ridor" arrangement at the 
airport in the Indian man-
ufacturing hub emulated a 
model Apple uses at some 
airports in China, the source 
said.

About six cargo jets with 
a capacity of 100 tons each 
have flown out since March, 
one of them this week just 
as new tariffs kicked in, the 
source and an Indian gov-
ernment official said.

The packaged weight 
of an iPhone 14 and its 
charging cable come to 
about 350 grams (12.35 
oz), Reuters measurements 
show, implying the total car-

go of 600 tons comprised 
about 1.5 million iPhones, 
after accounting for some 
packaging weight.

Apple and India's aviation 
ministry did not respond to 
a request for comment. All 
the sources sought anonym-
ity as the strategy and dis-
cussions were private.

Apple sells more than 
220 million iPhones a year 
worldwide, with Counter-
point Research estimating a 
fifth of total iPhone imports 
to the United States now 
come from India, and the 
rest from China.

Trump consistently in-
creased U.S. tariffs on Chi-
na, to stand at 125% by 
Wednesday, from 54% ear-
lier.

At the 54% tariff rate, the 
$1,599 cost of the top-end 
iPhone 16 Pro Max in the 
United States would have 
surged to $2,300, calcula-
tions based on projections 
by Rosenblatt Securities 
show.

 In India, Apple stepped 
up air shipments to meet 

its goal of a 20% increase in 
usual production at iPhone 
plants, attained by adding 
workers, and temporarily 
extending operations at the 
biggest Foxconn India fac-
tory to Sundays, the source 
added.

Two other direct sourc-
es confirmed the Foxconn 
plant in Chennai now runs 
on Sundays, which is typ-
ically a holiday. The plant 
turned out 20 million iP-
hones last year, including 
the latest iPhone 15 and 16 
models.

As Apple diversifies its 
manufacturing beyond Chi-
na, it has positioned India 
for a critical role. Foxconn 
and Tata, its two main sup-
pliers there, have three fac-
tories in all, with two more 
being built.

Apple spent about eight 
months to plan and set up 
the expedited customs clear-
ance in Chennai, and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
government asked officials 
to support Apple, one senior 
Indian official said.

MI News Service,  
Krishnanagar:    The by - 
election at Kaliganj constitu-
ency in Nadia is going to take 
place with hundred percent 
of electros issued EPIC and 
each of whose photographs 
appear in Rolls, said DM, 
Nadia S. Arun Prasad on 
Sunday. The camp visits by 
officials started on Sunday. 
Bulan Bhattacharya, Deputy 
CEO, West Bengal, also visit-
ed the Special Summary Re-
vision camp with Nadia DM.

The demise of Kaliganj 
MLA Naseruddin Ahmed on 
February 2 this year, has 
caused to develop the sit-
uation of arranging the by 
election here. 

However the total elec-
tros are 254878 including 

4 third genders. While the 
male electros are 131603, 
the rest are females.

While there are 312 new 
inclusion of electors after fi-
nal publication of January 6, 
2025, total correction took 
place for 896 cases. There 
are also 328 deletion, the 
DM added.

There is a toll free num-
ber and it is 1950. It will be 

functional at the district of-
fice to address the queries 
of citizen on SSR and other 
related issues.

However, the district 
magistrate and district elec-
tion officer Nadia S. Arun 
Prasadh visited the booths. 
The special summary revi-
sion which started on Sun-
day, will take place April 13, 
19 and 20.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    The high court 
has restrained the powerful 
technicians’ federation in 
Tollygunge from interfering 
with the independent func-
tioning of a director.

“The respondent no. 5 
(Federation of Cine Tech-
nicians and Workers of 
Eastern India (FCTWEI) is 
restrained from interfering 
with the independent func-
tioning ofthe petitioner in 
performing work and none 
of the fundamental right to 
life andlivelihood and the 
right to carry on business, 
trade and profession shall 
be interfered with,” said 
an order by Justice Amrita 
Sinha, issuedrecently.

The federation is headed 
by Swarup Biswas, brother 
of Aroop Biswas, a top lead-
er of the Trinamool Congress 
and a senior minister in the 
state cabinet.

An association of direc-
tors, including some leading 
names in the industry, has 
for long accused the federa-
tion of “ruining” their work 
environment and threaten-
ing the future of the industry 
by imposing its diktats.

The original petition was 

filed by Bidula Bhattachar-
jee, a 38-year-old filmmaker. 
The case came up for hear-
ing first on March 20.

The petition alleged “ex-
treme highhandedness on 
the part of the federation, not 
allowing the petitioner and 
similarly placed members 
of the Directors Association 
of Eastern India to perform 
their work independently”.

On April 3, Justice Sinha 
allowed Bhattacharjee to file 
a “comprehensive represen-
tation highlighting all griev-
ances” before the secretary 
of the information and cul-
tural affairs department of 
the state government.

Justice Sinha directed the 
secretary to hear all “the 
necessary parties” and pass 
a “reasoned” order within 
four weeks from the date of 
filing of the representation.

On April 3, another sim-
ilar petition was filed by 14 
other filmmakers, includ-
ing Parambrata Chattopad-
hyay, Anirban Bhattacharya, 
Sudeshna Roy, Indranil Roy-
chowdhury and Kingshuk 
Dey.

Some of the members of 
the directors’ guild have 
been allegedly denied health 

insurance benefits because 
the applications are routed 
through the federation, the 
petition said.

The federation also dis-
criminated among members 
on the basis of unique iden-
tity cards, the petition said. 
People without the cards 
find it very challenging to get 
work, it said.

The counsel for the fed-
eration admitted before the 
court that a code of conduct 
that governed the function-
ing of the industry was ef-
fective from May 1, 2012, to 
April 30, 2015.

Though the code is invalid 
now, the federation insists on 
going by the same, the peti-
tioners alleged.

Justice Sinha directed that 
the health insurance applica-
tions would be considered by 
the Film Directorate, which 
is headed by an additional 
secretary, without “routing” 
them through the federation.

“Non-production of the 
Unique Card will not affect 
any of the rights of the peti-
tioner to perform his profes-
sion, trade or business inde-
pendently,” the order said.

The matter will be heard 
next on May 19.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    SEBI has noti-
fied a stricter regulatory 
framework for small and 
medium enterprise (SME) 
IPOs by introducing a prof-
itability requirement and 
capping a 20 per cent limit 
on an offer-for-sale (OFS).

The reforms aim to pro-
vide SMEs with a sound 
track record an opportuni-
ty to raise funds from the 
public while protecting in-
vestor interests.

This move follows a rise 
in SME issues, which has 
driven significant investor 
participation.

On the profitability 
criteria, Sebi said SMEs 
planning to launch an ini-
tial public offering are re-
quired to have a minimum 
operating profit (earnings 
before interest, depreci-
ation and tax or EBITDA) 
of ₹1 crore for at least two 
out of the three previous 
financial years.

The OFS component by 
selling shareholders in 

SME IPOs has been capped 
at 20 per cent of the total 
issue size. Additionally, 
selling shareholders will 
not be allowed to offload 
more than 50 per cent of 
their existing holdings, 
Sebi said in a notification.

Further, promoters’ 
shareholding over the 
Minimum Promoter Con-
tribution would be sub-
ject to a phased lock-in 
period. Half of the excess 
holding would be released 
after one year, while the 
remaining 50 per cent 
would be unlocked after 
two years.

The allocation method-
ology for non-institution-
al investors (NIIs) in SME 
IPOs would be aligned with 
the approach followed in 
main-board IPOs to ensure 
uniformity.

“Sebi has increased the 
minimum application size 
for SME IPO to two lots, 
making entry stricter, to 
avoid unnecessary spec-
ulation in SME IPOs. This 

would help protect the 
interests of gullible inves-
tors who generally invest 
looking at the escalating 
share price,” Makarand M. 
Joshi, founder and partner 
of corporate compliance 
firm MMJC and Associ-
ates, said.

The amount allocat-
ed for general corporate 
purposes in SME IPOs has 
been capped at 15 per cent 
of the total issue size or ₹10 
crore, whichever is lower.

SME issues will not be 
permitted to use IPO pro-
ceeds to repay loans taken 
from promoters, promoter 
groups, or related parties, 
whether directly or indi-
rectly.

The Draft Red Herring 
Prospectus for SME IPOs 
must be made available 
for public comments for 
21 days. Issuers will be 
required to publish an-
nouncements in news-
papers and include a QR 
code for easy access to the 
DRHP.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  To mark Nation-
al Safe Motherhood Day, an 
awareness programme was 
held at the OPD complex of 
Divisional Railway Hospital, 
Malda on April 11, 2025, fo-
cusing on maternal health 
and well-being.

Healthcare staff and OPD 
patients actively participated 
in the session, which featured 
an interactive discussion led 
by Dr. Rahul Chowdhury, 
Additional Chief Medical 
Superintendent. Dr. Chowd-
hury emphasized the impor-
tance of preconception care, 
including essential health 
screenings like hemoglobin, 
blood sugar, thyroid function, 
and weight checks.

He also highlighted the role 
of nutritional supplements, 
balanced diet, and a healthy 
lifestyle as part of the SAM-
POORNA Swasth Janm Abhi-
yan, aimed at empowering 
women for a safe and healthy 
motherhood.

The session concluded with 
a unified message:

"Let’s empower her, to-
gether. Support the SAM-
POORNA Swasth Janm Abhi-
yan. Empower every mother 
— because she is SAMPUR-
NA."

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: On 10.04.2025, at 
10:40 hrs, an on-duty  RPF 
staff posted at Netaji Metro 
station while conducting a 
routine patrolling recovered 
an unclaimed bag from the 
platform and deposited it to 
the Station Master’s Office of 
the station. After opening the 
bag, some valuable items were 
found therein.

Thereafter, Station Master 
made repeated announce-
ments requesting the owner 
of the bag to collect it from the 
Station Master's Office and a 
control message was also com-
municated to all the stations.

After sometime, a male 
commuter came to the Station 
Master’s Office of Netaji Metro 
station and claimed the owner-
ship of the recovered bag and 
the items containing therein. 
After proper verification and 
fulfilling all official formalities, 
the bag along with all other 
items were handed over to 
him.

He expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to Metro Railway au-
thorities for helping him to get 
back the lost bag along with all 
other items.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi: India finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman said 
her country's economy - hit 
by U.S trade tariffs - will need 
help from the Reserve Bank of 
India and the government as 
she welcomed Wednesday's 
interest rate cut by the central 
bank.

India's Monetary Policy 
Committee cut its repo rate for 
a second consecutive time by 
25 basis points to 6.00% as it 
seeks to boost a sluggish econ-
omy in the face of U.S. trade 
tariffs.

The central bank started 
lowering rates with a quar-
ter-point reduction in Feb-
ruary, its first cut since May 
2020.

"I welcome it with a sense of 
joy," Sitharaman told reporters 
during a trip to London about 
the interest rate cut, adding 
that "growth is of great impor-
tance."

She added that India "will 
need every support, both from 
the central bank and from the 
ministry."

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: MCPI has entered 
into a landmark joint ven-
ture with Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Limited (IOCL), in-
vesting Rs. 4,382 crore in a 
polyester yarn manufactur-
ing facility in Bhadrak, Odi-
sha. The plant will house a 
900 TPD CP unit, producing 
FDY, DTY, and polyester 
chips. These initiatives are 
poised to create thousands 
of additional jobs, catalyze 
regional industrial growth, 
and deepen India’s textile 
manufacturing ecosystem.
 Dr Purnendu Chatterjee, 
Chairman, MCPI said, “ 
MCPI celebrates its Silver 
Jubilee with pride. MCPI 
has transformed into a fu-
ture-ready, agile organiza-
tion by embracing a ‘Tal-
ent First’ approach, digital 
innovation through MCPI 
4.0, and best-in-class safe-
ty and ESG practices. Our 
strategic forward integra-
tion—from PTA to synthet-
ic fibres and B2C through 
Garden Vareli—has po-
sitioned us for long-term 
growth. MCPI’s strength 
lies in combining Japanese 
operational excellence with 
Indian adaptability, making 
it a company built not just 
for today, but for the fu-
ture.”

With state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facilities in 
Haldia, West Bengal, MCPI 
operates at a robust capac-
ity of 1.27 million tons per 
annum (MTPA) of Purified 
Terephthalic Acid (PTA). 
Leveraging proprietary 
Japanese technology, the 
plant is a model of energy 
efficiency, environmental 
compliance, and operation-
al excellence. MCPI’s PTA 
is a vital raw material for 
polyester, powering down-
stream applications across 
textiles, packaging, and in-
dustrial uses—placing the 
company at the heart of 
India’s growing manufac-
turing economy.
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MI News Service,  
Amaravati:  Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu ordered a detailed 
investigation after six work-
ers died in an explosion in 
Andhra Pradesh.

The incident occurred on 
Sunday at a firecracker man-
ufacturing unit in the Kota-
vuratla area of Anakapalli 
district.

Following the incident, 
Naidu spoke to the District 
Collector, SP and Home Min-
ister Anita about the incident 
and instructed officials to 
submit a detailed report.

In a post on X, CM Naidu 
said, "I spoke to the District 
Collector, SP and Home Min-
ister Smt. Anita about the 
incident and ordered that 
better medical services be 
provided to those injured in 
the accident. I inquired about 
the number of workers pres-
ent in the factory at the time 
of the accident and their cur-
rent condition. We will sup-
port the affected families. I 
urge them to be brave. I have 
ordered officials to conduct 
an investigation into the in-

cident and submit a report."
Meanwhile, former Andhra 

Pradesh Chief Minister and 
YSR Congress Party chief YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy has ex-
pressed deep sorrow over the 
tragic fire accident.

He has also urged the state 
government to extend full 
support to the victims and 
their families.

Jagan conveyed heartfelt 
condolences to the families 
of those who lost their lives 
and those seriously injured 
in the incident. He directed 
YSR Congress Party leaders 
to stand by the affected fam-
ilies and offer all necessary 
assistance during this diffi-
cult time.

He also urged the state 
government to take all neces-
sary steps to provide proper 
medical treatment to the in-
jured and to assist the affect-
ed families in every possible 
way to help them recover.

Upon learning about the 
tragedy, Jagan instructed the 
party leaders to visit the ac-
cident site and offer all nec-
essary support to the victims 
and their families.

MI News Service,  
Bhopal :  Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Sunday 
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has brought sig-
nificant changes to the co-
operative movement in just 
a span of three and a half 
years.

Addressing the State Lev-
el Cooperative Conference in 
Bhopal, Shah said, "After 75 
years of independence, PM 
Modi established the coop-
eration ministry and made 
me the first minister. In just 
three-and-a-half years, PM 
Modi has brought significant 
changes to the cooperative 
movement."

Shah who is also the 
Union Minister of Coopera-
tion said that the coopera-
tive movement in India had 
become uneven, speeding 
up in some states and dying 
in others where efforts were 
not made to make the re-
quired laws.

"If we look at the coop-
erative movement in India 
at a glance, it had become 
uneven. In some states, it 
had sped up,... it was gov-
ernmentalised in some 
states, and it had died in 

some states... The main 
reason behind this was 
that the changes required 
in the laws were not made 
with time. Efforts were not 
made to make the required 
laws. There was no common 
thought at the central level 
as there was no cooperation 
ministry," the union minis-
ter said.

Shah said Madhya 
Pradesh has great potential 
in agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, and cooperation, 
but much work is needed to 
fully realize these possibili-
ties.

"In Madhya Pradesh, there 
are many possibilities in the 
fields of agriculture, animal 
husbandry, and cooperation. 
And I believe that to fully re-
alise these possibilities, a lot 
of work needs to be done," he 
said. "PACS (Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Societies) are now 
working in more than 20 areas. 
Today, we have granted PACS 
the license to sell the affordable 
medicines introduced by Modi 
ji. PACS will also be involved in 
the distribution of water. More 
than 300 government schemes 
are now available to the com-
puter operators of PACS," 

MI News Service,  
Keonjhar :  Odisha Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi said the state govern-
ment will construct stadi-
ums in all 314 blocks of the 
state to strengthen sports 
infrastructure at the grass-
roots level.

The state government 
has allocated over Rs 4,000 
crore for construction of sta-

diums of various categories 
from village and block to 
district level. In every block, 
a stadium will come up on 
around 8 to 10 acres of land, 
Majhi said here.

He said apart from popu-
lar games like cricket, hock-
ey and football, the state 
government was encourag-
ing sports like Kho Kho, Ka-
baddi and handball.

MI News Service,  
Jammu:  More than 1.14 
lakh children suffering 
from malnutrition have 
been identified in Jammu 
and Kashmir for making 
special interventions to 
improve their situation, a 
senior government officer 
said on Sunday.

Sanjeev Verma, the so-
cial welfare department 
commissioner secretary, 
said 9,14,031 (9.14 lakh) 
persons were being cov-
ered under a supplemen-

tary nutrition scheme and 
Aadhaar verification of 99 
per cent of the total benefi-
ciaries had been achieved, 
thus plugging any chances 
of pilferage or malprac-
tice.

Verma was briefing a 
meeting convened by Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo to 
review the impact and 
reach of several beneficia-
ry-oriented schemes being 
run by the department 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, a spokesperson said.

MI News Service,  
Patna:  The Bihar govern-
ment on Sunday under-
took an administrative re-
shuffle by transferring and 
giving additional charge to 
several senior IAS officers.

According to an official 
notification, Harjot Kaur 
Bamhra (IAS-1992), cur-
rently holding the post 
of additional chief secre-
tary (ACS), Social Welfare 
Department and chair-
man-cum-managing direc-
tor, WCDC, has been trans-
ferred to the Department 
of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change (DEF-
CC) as ACS.

Bandana Preyashi (IAS-
2003), who was holding 
the charge of industries 
and DEFCC, as secretary, 
has been transferred to 

the Social Welfare Depart-
ment. She has also been 
given additional charge of 
chairman-cum-managing 
director of the Women & 
Child Development Corpo-
ration (WCDC). 

Harjot Kaur Bamhra 
(IAS-1992), currently hold-
ing the post of additional 
chief secretary (ACS), So-
cial Welfare Department 
and chairman-cum-man-
aging director, WCDC, has 
been transferred to the 
Department of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change (DEFCC) as ACS.

Bandana Preyashi (IAS-
2003), who was holding 
the charge of industries 
and DEFCC, as secretary, 
has been transferred to 
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment. 

Chandrababu Naidu orders probe 
after six dead in explosion in 
Andhra Pradesh's Anakapalli

PM Modi brought significant changes 
to cooperative movement in just 3.5 
years: Amit Shah in Madhya Pradesh

Odisha to construct stadiums 
in all 314 blocks of state

Over 1.14 lakh children suffering from 
malnutrition in JK: Reports

Bihar govt reshuffles IAS officers 

MI News Service,  
Chennai:  Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) presi-
dent and actor Vijay has 
filed a petition in the Su-
preme Court challenging 
the Waqf (Amendment) Act 
2025.

Several petitions were 
filed in the apex court 
challenging the Act, con-
tending that it was dis-
criminatory towards the 
Muslim community and 
violated their fundamental 
rights.

The Rajya Sabha passed 
the Waqf (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025, on April 4 with 
128 votes in favour and 95 
against. The Lok Sabha 
had earlier cleared the Bill 
following a lengthy debate, 
with 288 members voting 
in favour and 232 oppos-
ing it.

President Droupadi 
Murmu gave her assent to 
the Bill on April 5, making 
it a law.

Among those who have 
moved the court against 
the Waqf (Amendment) Act 
are All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
MP Asaduddin Owaisi, 

Congress MPs Mohammad 
Jawed and Imran Prata-
pgarhi, AAP MLA Ama-
natullah Khan, and Azad 
Samaj Party chief and MP 
Chandra Shekhar Azad.

Others include Sam-
ajwadi Party MP from 
Sambhal Zia Ur Rehman 
Barq; Maulana Arshad 
Madani, President of Jami-
at Ulema-i-Hind; the Ker-
ala-based Sunni scholars' 
body Samastha Kerala 
Jamiatul Ulema; the Social 
Democratic Party of India; 
the Indian Union Muslim 
League; and the NGO As-
sociation for Protection of 
Civil Rights.

The All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) has also challenged 
the Act, saying it strongly 
objected to the amend-
ments passed by Parlia-
ment for being "arbitrary, 
discriminatory and based 
on exclusion".

Rajya Sabha MPs Manoj 
Jha and Faiyaz Ahmad 
from Bihar's Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) have 
also challenged the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, 2025, 
arguing that it facilitates 

large-scale government 
interference in Muslim re-
ligious endowments. RJD 
MLA from Bihar Muham-
mad Izhar Asfi also chal-
lenged the Act.

Tamil Nadu's ruling par-
ty DMK has also joined the 
legal challenge. Its MP A 
Raja, who was a member 
of the Joint Parliamenta-
ry Committee on the Waqf 
Bill, has approached the 
apex court.

Intervention applica-
tions have been filed in the 
Supreme Court in support 
of the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, 2025, stating that the 
amendments are in conso-
nance with the scheme of 
the Constitution of India, 
and that there is no vio-
lation of any right of any 
member of the Muslim 
community.

The Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, 2025, seeks to focus 
on improving the man-
agement of waqf proper-
ties, empowering relevant 
stakeholders, improving 
the efficiency of survey, 
registration, and case dis-
posal processes, and de-
veloping waqf properties. 

Nurul Islam Khan  
We have faced an existen-
tial crisis. Not only Mus-
lims were cheated by pass-
ing the new Waqf Bill,but 
the Constitution of India 
has also been attacked. 
Some unscrupulous forces 
want to erase the name 
and mark of the people's 
fundamental rights, dem-
ocratic secularism and 
pluralism of India. People 
of all walks of life with 
good sense need to take up 
democratic struggle and 
movement. On Saturday, 
Pirzada  Maulana Sawban 
Siddiqui delivered the fol-
lowing speech at the 71st 
annual Mahfil of Hazrat 
Pir Allama Shah Sufi Haji 
Ishaq Siddiqui Huzoor at 
Uluberia,  Howrah. On this 
day, as usual, he spoke as 
a main patron of the Isa-e-
Sawab and Mahfil-e-Waz 
for the development of Pir 
Haji Ishaq Darul Uloom 
Siddiquia Senior Madra-
sa, Residential Hostel and 
Hifz Department. He said 
that we have to organize 
a continuous movement 
to get rid of all the dan-
gers related to Waqf. Our 
struggle will continue until 
the Central government 
withdraws this black bill. 
He inspired thousands 
of people present at the 
meeting by giving a mes-

sage that the bill must be 
withdrawn. At that time, 
the rare scene of the meet-
ing place was worth see-
ing. The combined slogans 
and scenes of everyone's 
voices attracted millions 
of people. He also said that 
no unrest should be creat-
ed on the streets over this 
bill. No trouble should be 
created  in the work of po-
lice . He called for a peace-
ful movement involving all 
levels of the people. He 
urged everyone to attend 
the historic gathering at 
Brigade Parade Ground 
on April 26. The founder 
of this largest gathering in 
the state is the Gaddinshin 
Pir Hazrat Baro Huzur of 
Furfura Sharif. Haji Sahib 
was the cousin of Pir Dada 
Huzur of Furfura Sharif in 
the time of Mujaddid. That 
is why he was entitled to 
all the Kamaliyat includ-
ing Khilafat. Baro Huzur 
established an educational 
center in a small shed 71 
years ago. That education-
al institution is in the pag-
es of history today. He es-
tablished 2-3 educational 
centers in each district of 
the state. Then, by proper-
ly managing Dada Huzur's 
vast empire, he himself 
gave birth to hundreds of 
educational institutions, 
maktabs, khanqahs, Ei-

dgahs, mosques and many 
social activities which have 
regained their lives with 
the help of the govern-
ment. Then the eldest sons 
Pir Ansar Siddiqui and Pir 
Abu Ibrahim Siddiqui have 
taken up the important 
responsibility of all those 
works. Two more brothers 
were present. Pir Hazrat 
Omar Siddiqui gave a ser-
mon in the meeting. Pir 
Hazrat Abdullah Siddiqui 
prayed for the people of the 
state and the whole world. 
Pirzada Mujahid Siddiqui, 
Mohammad Ali Yusuf Sam-
bil, Maulana Aminul Am-
bia, Maulana Ziaul Haque 
and Minister Pulak Roy 
were present in the Mahfil. 
The recitation of the Holy 
Quran by the famous re-
citer Mr. Ashiq Billah has 
impressed everyone. This 
traditional meeting is cele-
brated in the second week 
of the month of Chaitra 
every year. The date was 
changed due to Ramadan.

The sincerity of all the 
members of the Isale 
Sawab Committee, includ-
ing Mr. Baijul and Mr. Li-
aquat, was commendable. 
The Khanqah of Pir Abu 
Ibrahim Siddiqui Huzoor's 
dream will be built within 
the next month. The com-
mittee made that promise 
in the public meeting.

MI News Service,  
Kurnool:  In a major suc-
cess for the country, India 
today joined the select 
League of Nations, in-
cluding the US, China and 
Russia, with the capability 
of shooting down fixed-
wing drones and swarm 
drones using a high-ener-
gy 30-kilowatt laser beam.

The successful trial of 
the Mk-II(A) Laser- Direct-
ed Energy Weapon (DEW) 
system was showcased 
at the National Open Air 
Range (NOAR), Kurnool, 
mastering the technolo-
gy of disabling missiles, 
drones and smaller pro-
jectiles, Defense Research 
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) officials told 
ANI here.

Success has put India in 
the exclusive and limited 
club of nations that pos-
sess the high-power La-
ser-DEW.

Speaking with ANI, 
DRDO Chairman Samir 
V Kamat said, "As far as 
I know, it is the United 
States, Russia and China 
that have demonstrated 
this capability. Israel is 
also working on similar 
capabilities, I would say 
we are the fourth or fifth 
country in the world to 
demonstrate this system."

Kamat said that this 
is just the "beginning of 
the journey", adding that 
DRDO is working on a 
number of technologies 
"that will give us Star 
Wars capability."

"This is just the be-
ginning of the journey. 
The synergy that this lab 
has achieved with other 

DRDO labs, industry and 
academia, I am sure we 
will reach our destination 
soon... We are also work-
ing on other high energy 
systems like high energy 
microwaves, electromag-
netic pulse. So we are 
working on a number of 
technologies that will give 
us Star Wars capability. 
What you saw today was 
one of the components of 
Star Wars technologies," 
Kamat said.

Indigenously designed 
and developed Mk-II(A) 
DEW system was demon-
strated in its entire spec-
trum of capability by 
engaging the fixed-wing 
drones at long range, 
thwarting a multiple 
drone attack and destroy-
ing enemy surveillance 
sensors and antennae.

The lightning speed of 
engagement, the precision 
and the lethality delivered 
to the target within few 
seconds made it the most 
potent Counter Drone 
System. DRDO's Centre 
for High Energy Systems 
and Sciences (CHESS), 
Hyderabad, developed the 
system along with LRDE, 
IRDE, DLRL and academic 
institutions and Indian in-
dustries.

Once detected by a 
radar or by its inbuilt 
Electro Optic (EO) sys-
tem, laser-DEW can en-
gage targets at the speed 
of light and use an in-
tense beam of powerful 
light (Laser Beam) to cut 
through the target, lead-
ing to structural failure or 
more impactful results if 
the warhead is targeted. 

This type of cutting-edge 
weaponry has the poten-
tial to revolutionize the 
battlespace by reducing 
the reliance on expensive 
ammunition while also 
lowering the risk of collat-
eral damage.

The proliferation of un-
manned aerial systems 
(UAS) and the emergence 
of drone swarms as asym-
metric threats are driving 
the demand for direct-
ed energy weapons with 
counter-UAS and count-
er-swarm capabilities. 
The DEW will soon be 
replacing traditional ki-
netic weapons and missile 
defence systems due to 
its ease of operation and 
cost-effectiveness. The 
requirement for cost-ef-
fective defence solutions 
to offset the low-cost 
drone attacks is driving 
the adoption of DEWs by 
military organisations 
worldwide. The cost of fir-
ing it for a few seconds is 
equivalent to the cost of a 
couple of litres of petrol. 
Therefore, it has the po-
tential to be a long-term 
& low-cost alternative to 
defeat the target.

Today's demonstration 
of the DEW System was 
witnessed by Secretary 
DDR&D and Chairman, 
DRDO. He congratulated 
the DRDO team and said 
that the inclusion of DEW 
Mk-II(A) in the services 
will boost their layered 
air defense capability. The 
Director General (ECS), 
along with the Directors 
and officers of DRDO 
Labs, were also present 
during the trial. 

MI News Service,  
Patna:  Union Minister of 
State (MoS) Home Nityanand 
Rai on Sunday hit out at Con-
gress for "insulting" Babasa-
heb Ambedkar. He said that 
Dr Ambedkar was "insulted" 
so much that he had to resign 
from Jawaharlal Nehru's 
cabinet.

On the eve of Ambedkar 
Jayanti, he said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was 
working to fulfil Dr Ambed-
kar's dreams to ensure no 
one stays hungry or home-
less. Rai added that 125 
crore people have come out 
of poverty. "BR Ambedkar, 
who is the father of India's 
Constitution...he wanted a 
poverty-free country...PM 
Modi is working to fulfil BR 
Ambedkar's dreams. Con-
gress always insulted BR 
Ambedkar and defeated him 
in the election; he was insult-
ed so much that he had to re-
sign from Nehru's cabinet...
today, under PM Modi's lead-
ership, we are working day 
and night to ensure that no 

one stays hungry and home-
less, we can see the results of 
it. In India, 125 crore people 
have come out of poverty," 
Rai told ANI.

Earlier in the day, Union 
Labour Minister Mansukh 
Laxmanbhai Mandaviya 
paid tributes to Dr Babasa-
heb Ambedkar in Patna and 
commenced the 'Jai Bhim 
Padayatra' program.

Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-
ters Samrat Choudhary and 
Vijay Sinha were also present 
at the event to pay homage 
to Babasaheb Ambedkar and 
Bharat Mata. Dilip Jaiswal, 
Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) state unit president, 
and BJP MP Ravi Shankar 
Prasad also paid tributes to 
the architect of the Indian 
constitution and participated 
in the Padayatra event.

The program comes a day 
ahead of Ambedkar Jayanti, 
which is scheduled to be cel-
ebrated on April 14 across 
the country.

Mandaviya, while address-
ing the 'Jai Bhim Padayatra' 

program on Sunday, said 
that the youths were the fu-
ture of the country and fur-
ther urged them to respect 
the constitution and fulfil the 
goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

"Youth is the future of the 
country. Dr BR Ambedkar 
wrote the constitution and, 
through it, gave equal rights 
to the people of the coun-
try. The youth must move 
forward with these rights, 
respect the constitution 
and fulfil the goal of Viksit 
Bharat..." Mandaviya said, 
addressing the event.

The event commemorates 
the birth anniversary of Dr 
BR Ambedkar. 'Jai Bhim Pa-
dayatra' honours his legacy 
and 10,000 MY Bharat Youth 
Volunteers.

"PM Modi has resolved 
to establish Viksit Bharat 
in 2047 when the country 
completes 100 years of in-
dependence. This padayatra 
has been organized so that 
crores of youth become a 
part of this resolve," added 
Mandaviya.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  BJP's Purulia MP 
Jyotirmay Singh Mahato 
has written to Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah urging 
the Centre to declare select 
bordering districts of West 
Bengal as "disturbed areas" 
under the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act (AFS-
PA), alleging repeated at-
tacks on the Hindu commu-
nity.

In his letter dated April 
13, Mahato alleged that dis-
tricts such as Murshidabad, 
Malda, Nadia and South 24 
Parganas have witnessed vi-
olence against Hindus, with 
the state administration 
turning a "blind eye" due to 
what he called the ruling Tri-
namool Congress' "appease-
ment" politics. He claimed 
that over 86 Hindu homes 
and shops were looted or de-
stroyed in Murshidabad dis-

trict recently and that civil-
ians, including a man named 
Hargobindo Das and his son, 
were murdered. In Jhaubo-
na village, he said, betel leaf 
plantations were set ablaze 
in what he described as "tar-
geted economic sabotage".

These are not isolated in-
cidents. Similar unrest has 
unfolded across bordering 
districts, leaving the "Hindu 
population vulnerable and 
voiceless", the MP said.

Referring to violence that 
broke out over the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, Mahato 
alleged that mobs attacked 
Hindu homes, public prop-
erty and even police forc-
es. The Calcutta High Court 
had to intervene and order 
central armed police force 
deployment, highlighting the 
"state's administrative fail-
ure", he added.

Drawing a parallel with 

the 1990 exodus of Kashmiri 
Pandits, the BJP MP warned 
that a similar situation could 
emerge in Bengal if immedi-
ate steps were not taken.

"I most respectfully urge 
you to consider declaring AF-
SPA in the bordering districts 
of West Bengal," he wrote, 
adding that such a move 
would help restore law and 
order, deter future violence 
and assure Hindus that they 
are not abandoned.

Mahato concluded the let-
ter with a plea for "decisive 
action to ensure justice, se-
curity and the rule of law." 
Meanwhile, Ranaghat BJP 
MP Jagannath Sarkar also 
wrote to Shah and urged 
the Union Home Minister 
to intervene urgently in the 
light of the "deteriorating" 
law and order situation in 
Murshidabad district of West 
Bengal.

MI News Service,  
Hooghly:  Iqbal Ahmed or-
ganized two events in one 
day at Ramakrishna Road 
PK Das Lane in Rishra. A 
blood donation camp was 
held whereinTrinamool 
Congress district leaders, 
workers and supporters 
were invited ,and in the 
evening, an event was held 
under the title of "Fikr-
e-Taleem" in which the 
special guests were Wali 
Rehmani, the spiritual 
leader of "Umeed Founda-
tion", ASP Dr. Busra Bano 
of Hooghly Gramin Police, 

besides school children, 
guardians, teachers, liter-
ary, religious, social and 
respected personalities. 
During this event, a com-
petitive mind quiz (civil 
service and other exams) 
was held that  had an age 
limit of eighteen to thirty 
years for which a team of 
two members was formed. 
Along with this, an easy 
writing competition was 
also held. Along with this, 
an honorary ceremony 
was held for the people 
of Rishra shirampur, who 
have got jobs in govern-

ment departments.  In this 
event, Wali Rahmani told 
the children involved in 
the event about the impor-
tance of getting higher ed-
ucation one by one and its 
continuances, He also shed 
light on what knowledge is 
and how many intellectu-
als have gone through to 
get knowledge today. At 
the same time, Dr. Busra 
Bano, who was appointed 
as ASP in Hooghly District 
Rural Police a few months 
ago, also shed light on the 
field of knowledge and 
the aspects of getting it in 
a very detailed manner. 
At the same time, other 
guests also shed light on 
getting higher education 
and its preparations. It was 
a great event in Rishra. 
Iqbal Ahmed warmly wel-
comed all the participating 
guests at the event ;and 
thanked all the guests, the 
local people and his entire 
team for making the event 
a success.

MI News Service,  
Murshidabad:  Days after 
violence erupted in West Ben-
gal's Murshidabad, DGP Rajeev 
Kumar said that the "situation is 
under control."
"The situation is fully under con-
trol," West Bengal DGP Rajeev 
Kumar told reporters on Sunday.

Three people were killed in 
the Murshidabad district follow-
ing violent clashes linked to pro-
tests against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act 2025, the police said 
on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Jangipur SP 
Ananda Roy said that the condi-
tion in the area is improving.

Jangipur SP Ananda Roy told 
ANI, "In Suti, 71 people were 
arrested, while 67 arrests have 

been made in Samserganj. The 
condition is better, things are im-
proving. There have been many 
rumours, I request everyone not 
to go by rumours. We arrested 
many people yesterday and the 
process is going on. We will ar-
rest the rest of the miscreants 
too."

West Bengal Police have ar-
rested 150 individuals in con-
nection with the Murshidabad 
violence. According to a police 
statement, adequate police forc-
es have been deployed in Sam-
serganj, Dhuliyan, Suti, and 
other affected areas to maintain 
order.

BJP MP from Purulia Jyotir-
may Singh Mahato has written to 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, 

urging the imposition of the 
Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act (AFSPA) in Malda, Murshi-
dabad, Nadia, and South 24 Par-
ganas districts of West Bengal, 
citing a deteriorating security 
situation and alleging targeted 
violence against the Hindu com-
munity.

In a letter sent this week, Ma-
hato requested that Malda, Mur-
shidabad, Nadia, and South 24 
Parganas be declared 'disturbed 
areas' under AFSPA.

"For the last many days, a 
'Jammu & Kashmir type' situa-
tion - when Hindus were forced 
to migrate in the 1990s - has 
been created, especially in these 
four districts of Bengal," Mahato 
said while speaking to ANI.

Actor Vijay moves Supreme 
Court against Waqf Act

Pirzada Sawban Siddiqui called 
for protecting democracy at 
Haji Ishaq Huzur's meeting

Event held in Rishra under title 
of "Fikr-e-Taleem" 

India demonstrates "Star Wars" capability 
to shoot down fixed-wing drones, swarm 
drones using high-power laser weapons

Congress always insulted BR Ambedkar: 
Union MoS Nityanand Rai

Attack on Hindus: BJP MP seeks AFSPA in Bengal dists

"Situation fully under control": Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar
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A significant number of Indians
continue to wear outdated eye-
glass prescriptions-not by choice,
but because replacing lenses is
often perceived as costly and
inconvenient.However,eyehealth-
professionalswarnthatpostpon-
inglensupdatescanleadto chronic
eye strain, headaches, blurred
vision, and reduced productivity.

For individuals over 40, the
risks increase with age. Many
begin developing presbyopia-a
natural, age-related condition
where the eye's lens loses flexibil-
ity, making it harder to focus on
nearbyobjects.Leftuncorrected,pr
esbyopiacansubtlyimpactdai-
lyperformanceandqualityof life.

Prescription updates are often
delayed because new lenses and
frames are expensive which can-
costupwardsof?1,500to?5,000.Inr
esponse toaddress th i sover -
lookedissueofeye health care,
Lenskart has launched a Free
Lens Replacement Program-a
first-of-its-kind initiative designed
to make essential vision care
more accessible to millions.
Available across

Lenskart's2000+storesnation-
wide,theprogramoffersfreere-
placementlensesforanybrand of
frames, with professional fitting
at just ? 199. Customer scansim-
plywal kintoany
Lenskartstorewith theircurrent-
framesandreceivenew lenses on
the spot. A variety of lens options

are available to suit different
needs:
r Basicvisioncorrection
r Blue-lightfilteringlenses

forscreenusers
r P h o t o c h r o m i c l e n s e s

thatadap ttochanging lightcondi-
tions
r Anti-glarecoatingsforim-

provedvisualclarity By removing
cost and convenience as barriers,
this initiative bridges a critical gap
in India's
opticalcarelandscape.Itencourage
s p e o p l e t o p r i o r i t i z e e y e -
healththroughregularprescription
updates-without financial strain.

Theprogramhasalreadyseenen
thus ias t icuptakeamongstu-
dentsandworkingprofessionals,
who often delay lens replace-
ments due to affordability issues.
Now, they view this as an easy,
affordable opportunity for a
much-needed upgrade.

India faces a pressing vision
health crisis, with an estimated
50% of the population living with
refractiveerror.Alarmingly,alarge
numberofthesearealsochildren.Ex
pertsemphasizethat early detec-
tion and timely treatment are
essential to reduce preventable
blindness and vision loss.

With the Free Lens
Replacement Program, Lenskart
is championing a consumer-first,
preventiveapproachtoeyecare,ma
kingclearervisionmoreattainablef
oreveryIndian.

Kolkata : Cautio, an AI-powered
video telematics startup dedicated
to making India's roads the safest
in the world, has raised Rs 11
crore as part of its ongoing seed
round. The round saw participa-
tion from 9Unicorns, Venture
Catalysts, Antler India,
Infynite.club, Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY)
through PIEDS - BITS Pilani and
CARS24 Founders - Gajendra
Jangid and Vikram Chopra. The
raise also saw strong backing
from early customers and indus-
try leaders who believe in technol-
ogy's life-saving potential and
Cautio's mission.

Every day in India, millions of
families wait anxiously for their
loved ones to return home safely.
For commercial drivers, fleet
operators, and logistics compa-
nies, road safety isn't just a check-
box - it's a matter of survival.
Understanding the need of the
hour, Cautio is on a mission to
help reduce accidents proactively,
prevent financial losses for fleet
operators, and ensure everyone
returns home safely. 

"We often hear about accidents
and incidents, but what we don't
hear are the voices of those who
suffer - families who lose their
only breadwinner, children who
wait for parents who never
return, and drivers who are
blamed for incidents beyond their
control," said Pranjal Nadhani,
Co-founder & CTO at Cautio.
"With AI-driven video telematics,
we are changing this narrative.
We are giving fleet operators,
drivers, and passengers a chance
to be safer, more responsible, and
more accountable on the road,"
added Pranjal.

With its advanced video telem-
atics platform, Cautio has enabled
over 3 crore kilometers of safe
travel and safeguarded 16 lakh+
trips, reducing risks, enhancing
accountability, and optimizing
operations. Trusted by top mobili-

ty and logistics providers like
Shoffr, Euro Cars, Namma Yatri,
IITs, Cityflo, etc., Cautio ensures
safer and more efficient journeys
daily. Operating in 35+ cities
across India, Cautio has also deliv-
ered over 50 crore location data
points through its APIs - thus
equipping businesses with real-
time insights for smarter, data-
driven fleet management.

"For fleet operators and driv-
ers, every trip carries responsibil-

ity - not just for the safety of the
passengers and the cargo but also
for the lives of the drivers and the
pedestrians on the road. With
Cautio, we help them ensure that
every journey is not just complet-
ed but completed safely," added
Ankit Acharya, Co-founder & CEO
of Cautio. Dr. Apoorva Ranjan
Sharma, Co-founder & Managing
Director, 9Unicorns & Venture
Catalyst said- "At 9Unicorns and
Venture Catalyst, we believe in
backing visionary startups that
leverage technology to solve real-
world challenges. Cautio is
addressing one of India's most
pressing concerns - road safety -
by integrating AI-powered video
telematics into mobility solutions.
Their approach has the potential
to significantly reduce accidents,
improve fleet efficiency, and save
lives. We are excited to support
their journey as they scale and
bring safer roads to millions."

Nitin Sharma, Partner at
Antler, emphasized the critical
role of AI in transforming road
safety: "As investors, we are excit-
ed to support founders like Ankit
and Pranjal, who are leveraging
cutting-edge AI to make road safe-
ty more accessible and cost-effec-
tive. Cautio goes beyond just data

collection - it transforms insights
into action, improving driver
behavior, enhancing safety, and
laying the foundation for
autonomous mobility. Road safety
in India is a massive challenge,
with uncertainty and risk affecting
millions daily. Cautio's AI-driven
technology empowers fleet opera-
tors and drivers to proactively
take control of safety rather than
merely react to accidents. We are
proud to back their mission to
make Indian roads safer."

Vikram Chopra and Gajendra
Jangid, Co-Founders, CARS24,
said: "Most tech chases efficiency.
Cautio is chasing something hard-
er, consequence. In India, road
safety isn't broken because we
lack vehicles or infrastructure. It's
broken because accountability is
invisible. Cautio's AI makes it visi-
ble , in real time, where it actual-
ly changes how people drive. We
believe this is a big lever for
impact. At CARS24, we believe
better drives lead to better lives.
Cautio is building the kind of sys-
tem that makes both possible. We
are excited to see a (safer) road
ahead."

Ankita Tandon and Joylita
Saldanha - Founders, Infinyte
Club said: "Cautio's founders
aren't just building technology;
they're solving a massive infra-
structure gap - making Indian
roads safer with AI at the wheel.
Their ability to blend video telem-
atics, behavioral insights, and
proactive safety measures is
exactly the kind of purposeful
innovation we love to back at
Infinyte Club." 

With this funding, Cautio aims
to expand its technology across
India, strengthen its AI capabili-
ties, and work closely with fleets
to build a culture of proactive
safety. Every step taken towards
preventing accidents today means
fewer tragedies tomorrow - and
that is the mission Cautio is dedi-
cated to achieving.

New York : India needs a "nuclear energy ren-
aissance" and the US is interested in helping
the country develop a nuclear infrastructure as
both nations have a vital shared interest in this
area, Holtec CEO Dr Kris Singh has said, voic-
ing optimism that things will move forward
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

"India and the US have shared strategic
interest in clean energy... Nuclear power
should be a unifier and India should naturally
take the lead there. For that, India needs to
have an exportable technology," Singh told PTI
in an exclusive interview at the sprawling
Krishna P Singh Technology Campus in
Camden, New Jersey.

Holtec International is a diversified ener-
gy technology company recognised as the lead-
ing technology innovator in the field of carbon-
free power generation, specifically commercial
nuclear and solar energy.

In September last year, Singh had met
PM Modi here during the Prime Minister's visit
for the UN General Assembly high-level session
and they had discussed Holtec's plan to expand
manufacturing in India and the potential for
boosting cooperation in the field of civil
nuclear energy.

The company had last month announced
that the US Department of Energy has granted
a specific authorisation to Holtec International,
with the Indian government's concurrence, to
sell the company's flagship small modular
reactor SMR-300 for deployment in India.

The authorisation names three Indian
companies - Larsen & Tubro (Mumbai), Tata
Consulting Engineers (Mumbai), and the com-
pany's own subsidiary Holtec Asia (Pune) - as
eligible entities with whom Holtec can share
necessary technical information to execute its
SMR-300 program, Holtec had said in a state-
ment.

Following the significant development,
Singh, who personally led Holtec's drive to win
the acceptance of both governments, had said
in the statement that "we are thrilled that the
US and India are authorising the introduction
of the pressurized water reactor (PWR) tech-
nology to India which, after 80 years of exten-
sive operational experience, has emerged as
the de facto global standard for commercial

reactors that has been adopted by every major
nuclear energy producer country in the
world".

Singh had said that Holtec's SMR-300
"checks every box relevant to India's needs
and circumstances, such as a standardized
design that is seismically competent to be
deployed anywhere in India, one that requires
only 25 acres (and no exclusion zone) of land to
house two reactors (600 MWe power output),
one that can be operated using air (in lieu of
water) as the "waste heat sink" in a water-
challenged region, and one that can be sub-
stantially shop manufactured requiring mini-
mal field erection effort.  In the interview with
PTI, Singh emphasised that Holtec has

received the authorisation to manufacture, col-
laborate with Indian companies in India and
here in the US in a collaborative arrangement
that has been approved by the US.

"So quite clearly, the United States is
interested in helping India develop a nuclear
infrastructure that can help India and the
neighbourhood. India is also trying, and I think
under Prime Minister Modi, things will hap-
pen," he said.

Holtec has said that the specific authori-
sation granted to it to build its SMR-300 reac-
tors in India with the participation of eligible
Indian companies shows the US and Indian
governments' shared interest in boosting
India's nuclear energy output.

India's nuclear energy output, which,
presently at 8.5 GW, must be increased multi-
fold by 2047 - when India will commemorate
the centennial year of its independence and by
when PM Modi has vowed that the country's
economic prosperity would reach the level of

the world's leading developed economies, he
added.  Singh said the US has done its part,
taken away barriers for "our reactor to be
deployed in India and we have to thank the
Trump administration for making it happen",
and added that "India now is working hard to
do their part." He said it is his understanding
that India is working to get the legislation, like-
ly in the monsoon session of Parliament, when
bills could be introduced that will amend the
prior Acts that constrain private companies
from building SMRs in the country.

"I think those laws will be passed and at
that point, India's nuclear law will be har-
monised with the rest of the world," he said.

"I envision India tomorrow to have hun-
dreds of our SMR-300 reactors all over the
country. The country has clean energy. There's
no pollution to the environment and power is
locally generated, and power is cheap. That is
my vision," Singh said.

He underlined that both the US and India
have a "vital shared interest in the growth of
nuclear energy in India and by extension, the
neighbouring countries in South Asia,
Southeast Asia, Middle East and North Africa."

From American businesses to other big
global players, "We need to allow external
investors to come in, invest and make money in
India," the CEO said.

"Nuclear energy sector in India will take
off. The US has a vested interest in it. India has
a critical interest in it. The country needs a
nuclear energy renaissance and that will hap-
pen only if we stop endless debates and get on
with things," Singh said. He noted that India
today is "self-assured" and is "doing marvelous
things in space, drones. In every sector of mod-
ern technology, India is in a leadership role
and that is wonderful."  Making a reference to
May 1974 when India had conducted its first
nuclear test, Singh said, "India was unfairly
excluded for decades and India had to develop
its own (nuclear power) which was a matter of
great credit to the people who did it. But
today's circumstances are different.

"Today, India is a major power, major
economic power. India is not excludable like it
was back in 1974. The country cannot be
excluded from the world."

Washington : When the first two rounds
of 10% tariffs hit, Zou Guoqing, a
Chinese exporter, groaned but didn't
find the barriers insurmountable. He
gave up some of his profits and offered
his client, a snow-bike factory in
Nebraska, price cuts ranging from 5% to
10%. It seemed to work: The factory
agreed to a new order of molds and
parts.

But when President Donald Trump
announced an additional 34% universal
tariff on Chinese goods on April 2, Zou,
who's been exporting to the U.S. for
more than a decade, was incredulous.

"There's not a thread of feasibili-
ty," said Zou, who does business in the
eastern Chinese city of Ningbo. "It looks
like I would have no choice but give up
trading with the US."

Then came 50% more from Trump,
followed by another hike - pushing the
universal tariff on Chinese goods to the
sky-high 145%, and Zou said he now
could only hope that the two leaders can
communicate. "We are pausing the ship-
ments," he said, "until the leaders talk."

The 145% tariff from the United
States and the retaliatory 125% tariff
from China are putting businesses doing
trade between the U.S. and China on
edge. They're fretting not only about
their next orders, but also the viability of
their business if there's no quick relief.
Experts are worried the decades-long
trade ties that have underpinned the
relationship between the world's two
largest economies could be unraveling.

Trade ties are tested
If the high tariff is sustained for the

next six months or longer, "that would
actually lead to a real effective decou-

pling between the American and Chinese
economies," said Chen Zhiwu, professor
of finance at Hong Kong University
Business School.

Josh Lipsky, senior director of the
Atlantic Council's GeoEconomics Center,
said the sky-high tariff, if kept in place,
amounts to "almost a trade embargo,"
making it impossible for China to export
low-value items such as apparel to the
US. It also would force US businesses to
source elsewhere, away from China, if
there should be alternatives, he said.

In China, the central tariff office
flat-out declared there was "no possibil-
ity for market acceptance" of US goods
exported to China" at the current tariff
level.

"Everyone's pretty worried," said
Hu Jianlong, founder of Brands Factory,
a consultancy that works with Chinese
companies trying to break into overseas
markets. "At this point in time, there's
no good way forward. This situation has
not resolved ... there's no final number.
And so everyone's still waiting to see
how this will develop."

The high-stakes tariff war has
come more than 20 years after China -
with the help of the United States -
joined the World Trade Organization and
began to see its economy soar on luring
foreign investments and exporting to the
U.S. and other Western markets.

By last year, China-US trade was
$582 billion, but tensions have flared
over China's widening trade imbalance
with the US That led to the first tariff
skirmish during the first Trump term.

The trade deficit has since nar-
rowed but stayed stubbornly high, at a
time when the US and other Western

markets have also grown concerned
about another onslaught of Chinese
products such as electric vehicles.

Decouple or de-risk'?
During his four-year term, former

President Joe Biden stressed that the
U.S. was not trying to decouple from
China but to "de-risk." He took the
"small-yard, high-fence" approach,
under which his administration put up
barriers in targeted sectors such as
advanced chips, artificial intelligence
and quantum computing that have
national security implications.  Now,
Trump is declaring universal tariffs on
all Chinese goods but has said he's also
willing to talk with Beijing. It remains

unclear what his goals might be.  "What
are they looking for in those negotia-
tions? How much is it possible to reduce
these tariffs? What are the other
demands apart from China removing its
retaliatory tariffs that the United States
wants to put forward. We don't know
what that would be," said Greta Peisch,
who served as the general counsel for
the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative in 2021-2024.

The message from China's leader-
ship is loud and clear. It will talk only
when the U.S. stops "maximum pres-
sure and capricious and destructive
behavior," said Lin Jian, a Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson.

Li Cheng, professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Hong Kong,
said the Chinese leadership is upset
over being singled out by Trump when
the U.S. president paused "reciprocal"
tariffs for 90 days for all other coun-
tries. Beijing wants to make sure that
"Donald Trump not state one thing in
the morning and say other things in the
evening," Li said, and that Trump's
policies on China are not hijacked by
his anti-China, hawkish advisers.

With no leadership-level negotia-
tions in the immediate future, business-
es are exploring their options.

Lisa Li, who works in sales for an
athletic wear manufacturer in the
northern Chinese province of Hebei,
said her business was negotiating with
clients over whether they could split the
increased costs. It's too early to say if
her company is to give up on the U.S.
market, she said, but it will "definitely
expand other avenues for sales," such
as in Australia or Europe.

Differing views, but optimism
is sagging

In the eastern Chinese city of
Wenzhou, a manufacturing hub, a holi-
day lights maker was less optimistic.
Bo, who shared only his surname out of
concern for retaliation, said he could
"only give up" if the tariff hikes were
here to stay because other markets
might not work.

"In the past few years, the
European market has been in a slump,"
Bo said. "So we had wanted to try and
develop our business in the United
States."

In Hong Kong, Danny Lau, who
runs an aluminum-coating factory in

the nearby southern Chinese city of
Dongguan, said one of his U.S clients
would keep buying from him for an
ongoing project but was unsure about
the next project. Another client told Lau
that the chances are slim to strike a
deal when tariffs are so high. Lau has
been exploring other markets, but he
says it's not easy because some may
find his high-quality products too
expensive.

At a port in the Chinese city of
Shanghai, ships heading to the U.S. had
almost vanished by Thursday, the day
after Trump's tariff on China took
effect, according to a report by the
financial news site Caixin. Major ship-
ping lines were drastically cutting back
on trans-Pacific routes, the report said.

For the longer term, the tariff war
is likely to prompt Chinese businesses
to diversify their supply chains and
move part of their manufacturing
capacity outside of China, and even to
the United States, said Hu, the consult-
ant.

Some might follow in the footsteps
of the Tianjin steelmaking business,
which gave up trading with the US after
both Trump and Biden raised tariffs on
Chinese steel. "The best plan is to not
come into contact," said David Yu, who
works in the company's foreign sales
department.

However, not everyone is ready to
give up on the US market. Zou, the
exporter in Ningbo, describes the US
market as "reliable and without finicky
demands."

"It's the best market on Earth," he
said. "I am waiting for the rainbow
after the storm."

London : The UK government took
effective control of Britain's last
remaining factory that makes
steel from scratch from its
Chinese owners, after lawmakers
approved an emergency rescue.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
summoned lawmakers for the
unusual Saturday sitting, only the
sixth since World War II, to back a
bill primarily aimed at blocking
British Steel's Chinese owners,
Jingye Group, from closing the
two massive blast furnaces at its
Scunthorpe plant in the north of
England that are key in the steel-
making process.  The bill, which
was debated over several hours
and which is now law after being
given royal ascent by King Charles
III, gives Business Secretary
Jonathan Reynolds the power to
direct the company's board and
workforce, ensure its 3,000 work-
ers get paid and order the raw
materials necessary to keep the
blast furnaces running. Jingye has
said the Scunthorpe plant is losing
700,000 pounds ($910,000) a day
as a result of challenging market

conditions and increased environ-
mental costs. The recent decision
by US President Donald Trump to
impose a 25% tariffs on imported
steel hasn't helped.    After the
House of Commons passed the bill
on a voice vote, Starmer arrived in
Scunthorpe to meet workers, who
were clearly relieved that the
town's steelmaking heritage,
which stretches back around 150
years, has been preserved. "You
and your colleagues for years
have been the backbone of British
Steel, and it's really important
that we recognize that," Starmer
said. "It's your jobs, your lives,
your communities, your families."
The relief in the town was evident
during the interval of Scunthorpe
United's soccer match, where the
crowd at the Attis Arena cheered
on a few dozen steelworkers on
the field of play. The team is
known as "The Iron," a fond
reflection of the town's identity.

Starmer had been under pres-
sure to act after Jingye's recent
decision to cancel orders for the
iron pellets used in the blast fur-

naces. Without them and other
raw materials, such as coking
coal, the furnaces would likely
have to shut for good, potentially
within days, as they are extremely
difficult and expensive to restart
once cooled.  That would mean
the UK, which in the late 19th cen-
tury was the world's steelmaking
powerhouse, would be the only
country in the Group of Seven
industrial nations without the
capacity to make its own steel
from scratch rather than from
recycled material, which use
greener electric arc furnaces
rather than blast furnaces.  The
repercussions would be huge for
industries like construction,
defence and rail and make the
country dependent on foreign
sources for so-called virgin steel, a
vulnerability that lawmakers from
all political parties balked at.  "We
could not, will not and never will
stand idly by while heat seeps
from the UK's remaining blast fur-
naces without any planning, any
due process or any respect for the
consequences. 
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MI News Sevice, Tel Aviv:  Is-
rael on Sunday launched 
missiles at Gaza's al-Ahli 
Hospital, causing damage 
to its emergency unit and 
putting the only remain-
ing operational hospital in 
northern Gaza inoperative, 
Al Jazeera reported.

Health officials evacuated 
patients, with some, includ-
ing those in critical condi-
tion, being evacuated under 
a prior warning issued by 
the Israeli military before 
the strike.

The Palestinian Civil De-
fence in Gaza in a statement 
on Sunday said that the air 
strike came "minutes af-
ter the army's warning to 
evacuate this building of pa-
tients, the injured and their 
companions. The bombing 
led to the destruction of the 
surgery building and the ox-
ygen generation station for 
the intensive care units."

Condemning the Israeli 
missile strikes as a "heinous 
and filthy crime," Gaza's 
Government Media Office 
said Israel "deliberately de-
stroyed and rendered out 
of service 34 hospitals as 
part of a systematic plan to 
dismantle what remains of 
the healthcare sector in the 
Gaza Strip," Al Jazeera re-
ported.

Meanwhile, the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) stated 
that al-Ahli Hospital housed 
a Hamas command and con-
trol centre, which was being 
used by Hamas operatives to 
plan and carry out attacks 
against Israeli civilians and 
IDF forces.

In a post on X, the IDF 
wrote, "Hamas Command 
and Control Center inside 
Al Ahli Hospital. The com-
pound was used by Hamas 
terrorists to plan and exe-
cute terror attacks against 
Israeli civilians and IDF 
troops."

"Despite the IDF repeat-
edly stating that military 
activity within medical fa-
cilities in Gaza must stop, 
Hamas continues to blatant-
ly violate international law 
and abuse the civilian pop-
ulation. Prior to the strike, 
steps were taken to mitigate 
harm to civilians or to the 
hospital compound, includ-
ing issuing advanced warn-
ings in the area of the terror 
infrastructure, the use of 
precise munitions, and ae-
rial surveillance," the post 
added.

MI News Sevice, Murshidabad:  
A 21-year-old Muslim man, 
Ijaz Momin, died after be-
ing shot by police during 
protests against the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act at Sajur 
More in Suti, Murshidabad, 
on Friday. He succumbed to 
his injuries on Saturday eve-
ning at Murshidabad Medi-
cal College and Hospital.

Three others—Golam 
Muddin Sheikh, Hasan 
Sheikh, and an unidentified 
man—were injured and ad-
mitted to Jangipur Hospital. 
Violent clashes since Friday 
have left over a dozen pro-
testers and 15 police person-
nel injured. Authorities have 
arrested 118 people so far.

The unrest was sparked 
by the recent passage of 
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill 
in Parliament. In response, 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee urged for 
peace, assuring the public 
that the law would not be 
implemented in the state. 
The Calcutta High Court 
has ordered central forces 
to stay deployed in Murshi-
dabad until Thursday to pre-
vent further violence.

In a separate but alarming 
incident in Samaherganj, a 
father and son—Hargobindo 
Das (72) and Chandan Das 
(40)—were hacked to death 
on Saturday. While police 
suspect a link to the pro-
tests, local residents claimed 
the killings were unrelated. 
The motive remains unclear. 
A relative, Prosenjit Das, told 
Indian Express that a mob 
stormed their home, looted 
belongings, and murdered 
the two men while he hid 
nearby.

State DGP Rajeev Kumar 
stated that police used min-
imal force and blamed “ru-
mour-mongering” and “hoo-
liganism” for the escalation 
of violence, which reportedly 
took on a communal tone. 
He said the situation was 
now under control.

Prohibitory orders and 
internet shutdowns are 
in effect in parts of Mur-
shidabad. Mobs have ran-
sacked the homes of TMC 
MLA Manirul Islam and MP 
Khalilur Rehman. Protest-
ers also blocked railway 
tracks, disrupting train ser-
vices in the region. 

MI News Sevice, Gaza:  Al-Qa-
ssam Brigades, the military 
wing of Hamas, released a 
video of Israeli-American 
hostage Edan Alexander, 
who has been held in the 
Gaza Strip since October 7, 
2023.

In the video, released on 
Saturday, Alexander ap-
peared physically and men-
tally distressed. “Why am I 
here and not at home with 
my family and friends?” he 
asked.

Alexander, who turned 21 
while in captivity, was born 
in the Israeli city of Tel Aviv 
and grew up in the US state 
of New Jersey. After graduat-
ing from high school in 2022, 
he returned to Israel to en-
list in the army. On October 
7, 2023, he was abducted 
by Palestinian militants 
during their surprise attack 
on southern Israel, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

In the video, Alexander 
shared his struggles and ex-
pressed concern about his 
safety amid ongoing Israeli 
military operations in Gaza. 
He also blamed the Israeli 
government for failing to se-
cure his release.

Following the video’s re-
lease, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
said in a statement that he 
had spoken with Alexander’s 
family and assured them 
that intensive efforts were 
ongoing to secure the re-
lease of all hostages.

The first six-week phase 
of a ceasefire deal between 
Israel and Hamas expired on 
March 1, and negotiations 
on the second phase remain 
stalled.

Of the 251 hostages taken 
during the October 7, 2023 
attack, 59 remain in captiv-
ity in the Gaza Strip. Israel 
believes that 24 of them are 
still alive.

MI News Sevice, Dhaka:  Tens 
of thousands of protesters 
rallied in Bangladesh’s cap-
ital on Saturday to condemn 
Israel’s actions in the Gaza 
Strip.

The protesters, estimated 
at some 100,000, gathered 
at the Suhrawardy Park in 
the Dhaka University area. 
They carried hundreds of 
Palestinian flags and chant-
ed slogans such as “Free, 
Free Palestine.”

Many among them beat 
the images of US President 
Donald Trump, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, accus-
ing them of backing Israel. 
Symbolic coffins and effigies 
representing civilian casual-
ties were carried during the 
rally.

The Bangladesh National-
ist Party, headed by former 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, 
and Islamist groups and par-
ties expressed their solidari-
ty with the rally.

Bangladesh, a Mus-
lim-majority nation of 170 
million people, maintains no 
diplomatic relations with Is-
rael and it officially supports 
an independent Palestine

MI News Sevice, Tel Aviv:  Is-
raeli Defense Minister Israel 
Katz called on the people of Gaza 
to "remove Hamas and release 
all hostages" before the IDF ex-
pands its operations, especially 
in the southern part of the Strip.

Following the IDF's an-
nouncement that it now con-
trols the entire Morag corridor 
between Rafah and Khan You-
nis, the minister issued a state-
ment to the population, noting 
that after this latest develop-
ment, which has effectively cut 
off one town from the other 
and surrounded Rafah, "those 
interested will also be able to 
move voluntarily to various 
countries around the world, in 
accordance with the vision of 
the US president, which we are 
working to implement."

MI News Service,  
Murshidabad:  Twelve 
more individuals have been 
arrested in connection with 
the recent violent protests 
over the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act in West Bengal’s Murshi-
dabad district, bringing the 
total number of arrests to 
150, police officials report-
ed on Sunday. The protests, 
which erupted on Friday, re-
sulted in the deaths of three 
people and left at least 18 
policemen injured.

Authorities confirmed 
that no new incidents of vio-
lence were reported on Sun-
day. Security forces remain 
on high alert, maintaining 
a strong presence across 
the district, particularly in 
sensitive areas like Suti, 
Dhulian, Samserganj, and 
Jangipur.

Prohibitory orders under 
Section 163 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS) have been enforced 
in violence-hit zones, and 
internet services have been 
suspended to prevent the 
spread of misinformation 
and further unrest.

A senior police officer 
said that vehicles are being 
thoroughly checked on ma-
jor roads, and patrolling has 
been intensified in vulner-

able localities. “The inves-
tigation into the violence is 
ongoing. More arrests are 
likely,” the officer added.

The protests turned vio-
lent on Friday as mobs set 
several vehicles, including 
police vans, on fire, pelted 
stones at security forces, 
and blocked roads in vari-
ous parts of Murshidabad. 
While the district witnessed 
some flare-ups on Saturday, 
the situation has largely sta-
bilized since then.

In a tragic turn of events, 
the bodies of a father and 
son—Harogobindo Das and 
Chandan Das—were dis-
covered with multiple stab 
wounds at their home in Ja-
frabad, Samserganj, on Sat-

urday. In another incident, 
21-year-old Ijaz Momin suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries 
sustained during Friday’s 
clashes at Sajur More in 
Suti.

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Rajeev Kumar visit-
ed Samserganj on Saturday 
night to assess the situa-
tion. He held a high-level 
meeting with senior officials 
to review law and order 
in the district. Authorities 
have vowed to continue 
their crackdown on those 
involved in the violence and 
ensure peace is maintained.

Security operations and 
arrests are expected to con-
tinue in the coming days as 
the investigation progresses.

MI News Service,  
Sambhal:  The district ad-
ministration has launched 
an investigation into al-
leged financial irregulari-
ties and land encroachment 
related to a dargah located 
in Janeta village panchayat 
of the Baniyakheda devel-
opment block in Chandau-
si, officials confirmed on 
Saturday.

The inquiry, initiated 
by District Magistrate Ra-
jender Pensiya, will focus 
not only on the financial 
dealings connected to the 
dargah but also on verify-
ing the ownership and sta-
tus of the land it occupies. 
A central issue is whether 
the land in question is of-
ficially recognized as Waqf 
property, as claimed by the 
complainant.

According to the com-
plaint filed by a local res-
ident, Javed, the dargah 
of Dada Mouazmiya Shah, 
which he claims is situat-
ed on Waqf land, has been 
under the unauthorized 
control of a man named 
Shahid Mian. Javed alleged 
that Shahid not only took 
control of the site without 
proper authority but has 
also been running an un-
licensed medical clinic on 
the premises.

The land, reportedly 

without an appointed ‘mu-
tawalli’ (caretaker) since 
2019, has been vacant on 
official records. However, 
Shahid has allegedly con-
tinued to host the annual 
Urs festival and generate 
significant income from 
it, raising concerns over 
transparency and legality.

Chandausi Tehsildar 
Dhirendra Pratap Singh 
acknowledged that similar 
complaints regarding the 
dargah have been received 
in the past. He confirmed 
that the property is not 
listed as Waqf land in the 
current revenue records, 
which casts doubt on the 
validity of claims that the 
land belongs to the Waqf 

board. This discrepancy 
will be a major area of fo-
cus in the ongoing probe.

“The lack of official rec-
ognition as Waqf land rais-
es important questions that 
need answers,” said Singh. 
He added that Shahid Mian 
has been asked to submit 
all relevant documents 
pertaining to his claim 
over the property, and 
some have already been 
received. “Further action 
will be taken based on a 
detailed review of these re-
cords,” he said.

The investigation aims to 
clarify both the legal status 
of the land and the finan-
cial activities conducted at 
the dargah since 2019.

MI News Service,  
Kyiv:  A Russian missile 
strike on the northeastern 
Ukrainian city of Sumy 
has resulted in the dead-
liest attack of the year, 
leaving at least 21 people 
dead, CNN reported, citing 
local authorities.

The assault occurred as 
residents were attending 
Sunday church services.

Ukraine's Interior Min-
ister reported that at 
least 83 individuals were 
injured in the attack, in-
cluding seven children, 
marking it as the most se-
vere attack on Ukrainian 
civilians since 2023.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy con-
demned the strike and ex-
pressed his condolences.

In a post on X, Zelen-

skyy wrote, "A horrific 
Russian ballistic missile 
strike on Sumy. Russian 
missiles hit an ordinary 
city street, ordinary life - 
residential buildings, edu-
cational institutions, cars 
on the street... And that's 
on the day when people 
go to church - Palm Sun-
day, the feast of the Lord's 
Entry into Jerusalem. Ac-
cording to preliminary 
information, dozens of 
civilians were killed and 
wounded. Only filthy scum 
can act like this - taking 
the lives of ordinary peo-
ple. My condolences to the 
families and loved ones. 
A rescue operation is un-
derway. All necessary ser-
vices are working at the 
scene."

The post further reads, 

"The world must respond 
firmly. The United States, 
Europe, everyone in the 
world who wants this war 
and these killings to end. 
Russia wants exactly this 
kind of terror and is drag-
ging this war out. Without 
pressure on Russia, peace 
is impossible. Talks have 
never stopped ballistic 
missiles and aerial bombs. 
What's needed is an atti-
tude toward Russia that a 
terrorist deserves. I thank 
everyone who stands with 
Ukraine and helps us de-
fend life."

Meanwhile, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Andrii 
Sybiha said that Russia 
has rejected a US-backed 
proposal for a complete 
ceasefire for the second 
consecutive month.

MI News Service,  
Washington, DC:   In a pre-
viously undisclosed meeting 
held last December, Chinese 
officials privately acknowl-
edged responsibility for a 
series of cyberattacks on US 
infrastructure, according to 
individuals familiar with the 
discussions, as cited by The 
Wall Street Journal.

The meeting, which took 
place in Geneva, adds new 
depth to the growing ten-
sions between Washington 
and Beijing.

According to The Wall 
Street Journal, the confi-
dential summit was attend-
ed by representatives of the 
outgoing Biden administra-
tion. During the meeting, 
the Chinese delegation im-
plied that the cyber intru-
sions - targeting US ports, 
water systems, airports, 
and other critical infra-

structure, were connected 
to Washington's increasing 
support for Taiwan.

This marked a departure 
from China's usual stance 
of denial, where such at-
tacks were often attribut-
ed to criminal groups or 
dismissed as exaggerated 
claims.

The cyber campaign, 
identified by security re-
searchers as Volt Typhoon, 
had already triggered sig-
nificant concern among 
American officials last 
year. According to US in-
telligence, the effort was 
linked to China's military 
and aimed at embedding 
itself in American systems 
to enable swift, destruc-
tive attacks in the event of 
a future conflict, The Wall 
Street Journal reported.

Though the Chinese of-
ficials' comments were 

vague, US representatives 
took them as a veiled ad-
mission of responsibility 
and a warning related to 
US-Taiwan relations, a for-
mer official said. Since the 
December meeting, ties 
between the two countries 
have continued to deteri-
orate, exacerbated by an 
ongoing trade war. In re-
sponse, senior members 
of the Trump administra-
tion have vowed to initiate 
more aggressive cyber op-
erations targeting China, 
the report said.

Meanwhile, lawmakers 
and US officials told The 
Wall Street Journal that 
Beijing has continued to 
exploit American telecom 
systems through a separate 
cyber campaign known as 
Salt Typhoon, attributed to 
another Chinese hacking 
group.

MI News Service, New 
York:   One person died af-
ter a plane crashed in a field 
near the town of Copake, 
New York, on Saturday, The 
New York Times reported, 
citing the Columbia County 
Sheriff's Office.

Two passengers were on-
board the plane, a Mitsubishi 
MU-2B heading to Columbia 
County Airport near Hudson, 
New York, which crashed a 
little after noon, the Federal 
Aviation Administration said 
in a statement.

While addressing a news 
conference on Saturday af-
ternoon, Undersheriff Jac-
queline Salvatore said that 
the aircraft came down near 
Two Town Road and did not 
cause damage to any struc-
ture. She did not reveal how 
many people had been killed 

or if there were any survi-
vors. The two passengers 
have not been identified yet.

According to the tracking 
site Flightradar24, a private 
aircraft of the same model 
departed from Westches-
ter County Airport in New 
York's White Plains shortly 
after 11:30 am, flying north 
toward Hudson before turn-
ing east at about noon. A 
few minutes later, the plane 
disappeared from the site 
near Copake, The New York 
Times reported.

According to FAA records, 
the plane was registered to 
a company based outside 
Boston. Salvatore said that 
in addition to the sheriff's 
officers, personnel from the 
New York State Police and 
a local fire department also 
responded to the incident. 

She said that law enforce-
ment officials received a 
911 call about the crash at 
around noon.

Salvatore said that snow 
and moisture on the ground 
were impacting response 
efforts. She said, "It's in the 
middle of a field and it's 
pretty muddy, so accessi-
bility is difficult." It was not 
immediately clear what had 
caused the plane to crash.

She stated that local law 
enforcement planned to con-
duct interviews in the neigh-
bourhood to learn more 
about the incident. Accord-
ing to the aviation agency's 
statement, the FAA and the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board are conduct-
ing an investigation into the 
crash, The New York Times 
reported.

MI News Service,  
Islamabad :   The opposi-
tion alliance operating under 
the banner of Tehreek-e-
Tahaffuz-e-Ayeen-e-Pakistan 
(TTAP) has announced the 
launch of its protest cam-
paign, beginning with a public 
rally in Islamabad on April 20, 
the Express Tribune reported.

The move signals the start 
of a renewed political show-
down with the ruling PML-N-
led coalition.

According to TTAP spokes-
person Akhunzada Yousafzai, 
the rally will be hosted by the 
Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen 

(MWM) and held in the G-9 
sector of the capital.

Yousafzai confirmed that 
key opposition leaders, includ-
ing TTAP and Pashtunkhwa 
Milli Awami Party chief Mah-
mood Khan Achakzai and 
senior figures from Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), will ad-
dress the gathering. He also 
said that invitations would be 
extended to other opposition 
parties to join the event.

This announcement comes 
just weeks after the conclu-
sion of a two-day multi-party 
opposition conference that 
laid the foundation for the 

protest drive.
The conference ended with 

a joint declaration calling for 
the supremacy of the Consti-
tution, the immediate release 
of political prisoners, fresh 
elections, and the repeal of 
what the alliance described 
as "unconstitutional amend-
ments" introduced by the 
government, reported the Ex-
press Tribune.

Despite the growing mo-
mentum, internal disagree-
ments persist within the 
alliance--most notably the 
reluctance of the Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) 

to formally join the protest 
movement. JUI-F leader 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
has withheld support, cit-
ing concerns about PTI's 
leadership structure in the 
absence of its jailed founder, 
Imran Khan.

MI News Service,  
Bengaluru:  The caste cen-
sus report submitted by the 
Backward Classes Commission 
to the Congress-led government 
in Karnataka has pegged the 
Muslim population in the state at 
18.08 per cent and recommends 
8 per cent reservation for the 
community, sources confirmed 
on Sunday.

Currently, the Muslims are 
getting a 4 per cent reservation 
in the state.

The caste census report was 
submitted to the state cabinet on 
Friday (April 10), and the state 
government is convening a spe-
cial cabinet meeting on April 17 
to decide on the report’s recom-
mendations. However, no official 
statement has been issued to the 
media regarding the report’s 
contents. Nonetheless, details 
presented in the cabinet meet-
ing have surfaced in the public 
domain.

Furthermore, sources con-
firmed that the caste census re-
port recommends increasing the 
total reservation to more than 75 
per cent in Karnataka. The sur-
vey estimates the population of 
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) 
at 4.18 crore, Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) at 1.09 crore, and Sched-
uled Tribes (STs) at 42.81 lakh.

According to sources, the re-
port indicates that OBC groups 
constitute about 70 per cent of 
the state’s population.

One of the major recommen-
dations of the report is to in-
crease the reservation quota for 
OBCs from the current 31 per 
cent to 51 per cent.

As per sources, the report 
places the Muslim population 
under Category 2B at 18.08 per 
cent, with a total population of 
75.25 lakh. The report recom-
mends increasing their reser-
vation from 4 per cent to 8 per 
cent. This is higher than the 
Vokkaliga community, which is 
currently considered the sec-
ond-largest population group in 
the state. The Vokkaliga popu-
lation is recorded at 61.68 lakh, 
comprising 10.31 per cent of the 
total. The report suggests in-
creasing their reservation to 7 
per cent, according to sources.

The census report lists the 
Lingayat community population 
at 66.35 lakh, comprising 11.09 
per cent — lower than the Mus-
lim population. The report rec-
ommends increasing their res-
ervation to 8 per cent. Currently, 
the Lingayat community is con-
sidered the largest in the state.

The Scheduled Castes are 
shown to have the highest pop-
ulation in the state. The report 
places the SC population at 1.09 
crore and recommends main-
taining the reservation at 24.1 
per cent. The Scheduled Tribes’ 
population is 42.81 lakh, and 
the reservation of 9.95 per cent 

has been recommended.
The newly created Catego-

ry 1A group — which includes 
communities such as Golla, Up-
para, Mogaveera, Koli, and oth-
er marginalised groups — has 
a population of 73.92 lakh. The 
report recommends a 12 per 
cent reservation for this group, 
according to sources.

Category 2A, which includes 
communities like Madivala, Edi-
ga, and others, has a population 
of 77.78 lakh, with a recom-
mended reservation of 10 per 
cent.

The findings of the report 
are expected to trigger a major 
debate and controversy in the 
state and could significantly im-
pact the political landscape.

Home Minister G. Paramesh-
wara and Minister Zameer Ah-
mad Khan, while defending the 
Muslim quota in tenders, earlier 
stated that Muslims comprise 
between 16 to 18 per cent of the 
state’s population.

Meanwhile, Congress lead-
ers have indicated that the 
Congress-led government is 
prepared to increase the reser-
vation limit in the state. Labour 
Minister Santhosh Lad stated 
that the Central government 
has already breached the 50 
per cent cap by implementing 
a 10 per cent reservation for 
Economically Weaker Sections 
(EWS).

Congress MLC B.K. Harip-
rasad asserted that the caste 
census provides the government 
with empirical data to justify 
increasing the reservation limit 
beyond 50 per cent in the state.

The Karnataka government 
will not take any hasty decision 
regarding the caste census re-
port, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar said on Friday.

When asked about discus-
sions on the caste census report 
in the Cabinet meeting, Shiva-
kumar said: “The Law Minister 
opened the report, but no MLA 
or minister has seen it. We will 
have a detailed discussion on 
the matter.” The Vokkaliga and 
Lingayat communities have 
maintained that the caste cen-
sus report is flawed. Sources 
said the report was submitted in 
more than 46 volumes, and the 
data was also submitted in two 
CDs to the government on var-
ious aspects of the caste survey.

In 2014, Siddaramaiah 
(during his first tenure as the 
Chief Minister) ordered the Kar-
nataka Socio-Economic and Ed-
ucational Census. A committee 
headed by the then Backward 
Classes Commission Chairman, 
H. Kantharaju, did the survey at 
a cost of around Rs 169 crore. 
The report was ready by 2016; 
it was, however, put in cold 
storage by subsequent govern-
ments.

The Congress and JD(S) coali-
tion government headed by H.D. 
Kumaraswamy and the BJP gov-
ernment headed by B.S. Yedi-
yurappa and Basavaraj Bommai 
also kept the report pending.

In 2020, the Karnataka gov-
ernment, headed by the BJP, 
appointed Jayaprakash Hegde 
as the Commission chief, but the 
report was not made public.

Hegde submitted the final 
report to the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment on February 29, 2024. 
Opposition parties, the BJP and 
JD(S), have opposed the imple-
mentation of the report.

Communities such as the Lin-
gayats and Vokkaligas have al-
leged that the report has done 
injustice to them in terms of 
their population representation.

Leader of Opposition in the 
Karnataka Assembly, R. Asho-
ka, said on Friday that the caste 
census report prepared by the 
Siddaramaiah government was 
not scientific. Speaking to re-
porters in Bengaluru on the is-
sue, Ashoka said: “The people 
conducting the caste census 
did not visit every household. 
This report was prepared under 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s 
instructions. Since it has politi-
cal motives, no one will accept 
it. I, too, am saying that a caste 
census should be conducted. But 
this report was designed to sow 
discord among castes for some-
one’s benefit.”

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, on February 18, de-
clared that the caste census was 
conducted scientifically and that 
his government will implement 
its report without any doubt. 
“Our government supports the 
caste census. We have accept-
ed the caste census report and 
will certainly implement it in the 
coming days. There is no need 
for any doubt regarding this,” 
he assured. 

MI News Service, Balochistan :  
Senator Jan Muhammad Buledi, a 
senior political figure from Baloch-
istan, has strongly criticised the 
Pakistani government, accusing it 
of widespread political, economic, 
and human rights violations in the 
region, as reported by the Baloch-
istan Post.

Speaking at a seminar titled 
"Issues and Solutions for Baloch-
istan" organised by the Leader 
Media Group at the Lahore Press 
Club, the senator claimed that 
women and children in Baloch-
istan are being subjected to abuse 
and unlawful detention amidst 
growing unrest, the Balochistan 
Post reported.

Addressing an audience that 
included veteran journalists, Mu-
jeeb-ur-Rehman Shami and Imtiaz 

Alam, Senator Buledi described 
the federal government's approach 
to Balochistan as colonial in na-
ture. He said the province's re-
sources are being exploited while 
its population continues to suffer 
from poverty and neglect.

According to the Balochistan 
Post, he criticised the exclusion of 
Baloch representatives from de-
cisions regarding the province's 
mineral wealth, noting that re-
sources are being promoted and 
sold at international events in Is-
lamabad without any local input. 
Additionally, Buledi accused the 
government of deliberately under-
stating the province's population 
by eight million in the recent dig-
ital census, arguing that the ma-
nipulation serves to limit Baloch-
istan's influence in national affairs.

Senator Buledi also drew at-
tention to the issue of enforced 
disappearances, labelling it as the 
region's most pressing concern. 
He alleged that the state now op-
erates beyond legal and constitu-
tional boundaries, with corruption 
infiltrating public institutions and 
government positions being openly 
sold.

The senator emphasised the 
role of Baloch women and chil-
dren in peaceful protests for the 
recovery of missing persons and 
condemned what he described 
as the state's violent and puni-
tive response. He highlighted 
that the mistreatment of women 
is particularly egregious given 
the respect they hold in Baloch 
society, the Balochistan Post re-
ported.
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AIPUR : Royal Challengers
Bengaluru batting maestro
Virat Kohli toppled a massive

record while pulling off his chase
masterclass against Rajasthan
Royals and became just the sec-
ond batter to complete a century
of half-centuries in the T20 for-
mat.

In the ongoing 18th edition of
the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2025, Virat played the anchor
role for the Royal Challengers
during their pursuit of a compet-
itive 174-run target. While Salt
went berserk at one end, Virat
maintained his composure to
keep the scoreboard ticking with
his commanding strike rotation.

Virat joined the former flam-
boyant Australian opener for the
record in the 15th over after dis-
patching the ball past the
boundary rope to register his
100th fifty in the T20s. He put
on his dancing shoes and took
the aerial route by converting
the in-drifter into half volley to
loft the ball handsomely over
long-on for a maximum.

The Indian stalwart entered
the exclusive club, which solely
featured Warner as its sole
member. The former Australia
star boasts a staggering 108
half-centuries in the T20 format.

During RCB's one-sided
chase, Virat certainly had for-
tune on his side. On the first
delivery of the fourth over, Virat
ambled down the track and
skewed it high in the air off
Sandeep Sharma. Riyan Parag,

with sunglasses on, sprinted
towards the landing zone of the
ball, got a hand on it, but even-
tually spilt it.

After receiving an early life-
line, Virat punished Rajasthan's
loose deliveries by targeting the
boundary rope. With the 92-run
opening stand broken after Phil

Salt returned with his explosive
65 from 33 deliveries, Virat
raised an unbeaten 83-run part-
nership with Devdutt Padikkal
for the second wicket to steer
Bengaluru to a comfortable 9-
wicket triumph.

The 'Chase Master' returned
to the dressing room with an

unbeaten 62 from 45 deliveries
and his third fifty in the ongoing
edition of the IPL. His sizzling 62
was laced with four boundaries
and two maximums. Following
its fourth win in the season, RCB
moved to the third spot with
eight points behind Delhi
Capitals and Gujarat Titans. 
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"We have much younger side, but lots of
positives about it": RR captain Sanju Samson
JAIPUR : Just when Rajasthan Royals (RR)
seemed to be picking up form with two wins last
week, they suffered a heavy 58-run loss to Gujarat
Titans (GT) on Wednesday, once again highlight-
ing some weaknesses in both their batting and
bowling departments. The team has a younger
look this season, especially in the batting line-up,
but skipper Sanju Samson believes the players are
experienced enough to deliver, as per
ESPNcricinfo. "It's a good question to start with,"
Samson told reporters, as quoted from
ESPNcricinfo. "I feel yes, this time we have a
much younger side but there are lots of positives
about it," he added. "I think they look very young
on the age front, but if you look at their match
experience, I think most of them have played lot of
international cricket and they have played rea-
sonable amount of IPL also. I don't think they are
young in cricketing aspect," he said.

He continues to back young talents like
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Dhruv Jurel, Riyan Parag, and
Shubham Dubey, hoping they'll step up in the
remaining matches. Samson also mentioned that
with the squad looking different this year, he's had
to adapt his own playing role, which is not the
same as his role in India's T20I team. He added
that Rahul Dravid is the ideal coach for helping
these youngsters grow. "But as you said my role
definitely has changed," Samson said, as quoted
from ESPNcricinfo. "It definitely changes in every
team you play. When I play for the India team we
are batting deep and we are expected to go hard
from ball one, but here our team combination is
such where we need to actually play a different
kind of role," he added.

"I think I am experienced enough to do that as
well. And I think I am also experienced enough to
take care of a young unit also. So I think we are
definitely in the right hands with Rahul sir being
there," he noted. Samson didn't shy away from
the possibility of making bold decisions, including
changing the team combination if needed. He said
the players on the bench are capable of stepping
in if form or team balance demands it. "We have
taken them to give them a chance," Samson
noted. "Eventually the franchise owner wants to
build a team which can win the trophy. They want
you eventually to be the champion. Whether you
play juniors, inexperienced players, experienced
players. So definitely we play to win. No matter
how big or small the players are, definitely they all
are in the team to win every game we play.

James Vince shatters massive
milestone, becomes third-
fastest centurion in PSL history

KARACHI : Karachi Kings
top-order batter James
Vince scripted a massive
milestone in the ongoing
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) after blazing his way
to a rollicking century
against Multan Sultans at
the National Bank
Stadium.

Vince hammered a ton
in just 42 deliveries to open
Karachi's win account as
the Kings gunned down a
mammoth 235-run target
to trounce Multan in a run-
scoring fest. After putting
up a swashbuckling dis-
play, Vince became the
third-fastest centurion in
PSL's history.

The record for the
fastest century in
Pakistan's premier T20

tournament belongs to Usman Khan, who breezed past the
three-digit mark in just 36 deliveries. South Africa's Rilee
Rossouw follows in next with a 41-ball hundred. The enter-
taining and gripping affair in Karachi began with the Sultans'
skipper Mohammad Rizwan leading his side from the front
and mesmerising the spectators with an exquisite 105* from
69 deliveries. With nine boundaries and five towering maxi-
mums, Rizwan found support from Kamran Ghulam and
Michael Bracewell's quick-fire contributions towards the end.
In his short-lived 36 from 19 cameo, Ghulam opened his arms
and displayed a wide array of shots.

In the aftermath of his dismissal, Bracewell joined hands
with Rizwan and took the brunt of scoring runs with aggres-
sion, firing an unbeaten 44 from 17 deliveries to propel
Multan to a daunting 234/3. In reply, Tim Seifert set the tempo
of the chase with a swift 32 from 16 after skipper David
Warner's early dismissal. Vince went straight down the busi-
ness and dealt with boundaries, unfazed by the events unfold-
ing on the other end.

Amorim drops under-fire
Andre Onana for Manchester
United's Premier League
clash against Newcastle
NEWCASTLE : Manchester United's first-choice goalkeeper, Andre
Onana, has been dropped from the squad for their Premier League
fixture against Newcastle United on Sunday, according to Sky
Sports.

Onana made two crucial errors against Lyon in the first leg of the
UEFA Europa League quarter-final on Thursday, as Manchester
United were agonisingly held to a 2-2 draw.

Since arriving at Old Trafford in 2023, the Cameroon interna-
tional has played every minute of Manchester United's Premier
League matches. However, for their upcoming fixture, Onana hasn't
travelled to Tyneside and is set to be replaced by Altay Bayindir,
who has only featured six times to date this season and is in line to
make his Premier League debut.

According to Sky Sports News, Red Devils head coach Ruben
Amorim wants Onana to rest after his turbulent period on and off
the field. Apart from his costly mistakes against Lyon in the mid-
week, Onana's wife endured a traumatic experience when she was
the victim of a robbery outside a restaurant in Manchester in March.
It is expected that Onana could be recalled for the second leg
against Lyon on Thursday.

Shrivalli, Ankita and Prarthana create
history to help India qualify for the
playoffs of the Billie Jean King Cup 2025
PUNE : Team India confirmed their playoff berth in the Billie Jean King Cup 2025,
after bagging second place at the Billie Jean King Cup Asia-Oceania Group 1. The
hosts progressed to the next round after registering a 2-1 win against Korea
Republic in their final game of the tournament at the Mahalunge Balewadi Tennis
Complex on Saturday in Pune, according to a release from Billie Jean King Cup
2025. This is only the second time that India have qualified for the playoffs of the
Billie Jean King Cup, previously doing so in 2020. Along with the hosts, it was New
Zealand who secured top spot at the tournament organized by MSLTA in association
with ITF, AITA, and PMDTA. It was a dream debut at the Billie Jean King Cup for
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty, as she maintained her unblemished record in the tourna-
ment. Playing against 248-ranked, Sohyun Park, Shrivalli surrendered a hard-
fought first set, before taking charge to storm a comeback. The youngster from
Hyderabad registered her fifth consecutive win, sealing the deal with a scoreline of
5-7, 6-3, 7-6 (7-5) in 2 hours and 52 minutes. Heading into the second singles match
with a one-nil lead for India, Sahaja Yamalapalli took centre court to play against
Dayeon Back. The Indian player showed resolve and determination despite suffer-
ing an early setback in both sets. Trailing 1-5 in the second set, Sahaja fought till
the end but eventually fell short by a scoreline of 3-6, 4-6, in an hour and 45 min-
utes. With all to play for and a playoff spot at stake, India's vastly experienced dou-
bles duo of Ankita Raina and Prarthana Thombare stepped up when it mattered
most, helping the team over the line against Sohyun Park and Dabin Kim. 

Sundays on Cycle: India Pedals Forward
with 300+ Events Nationwide on April 13

NEW DELHI : India witnessed yet another vibrant edition of the
'Fit India Sundays on Cycle' Sunday with over 300 cycling events
conducted simultaneously across the country. Sujata Chaturvedi,
Secretary of Sports, flagged off the national capital's edition at
New Moti Bagh, energizing the crowd and reinforcing the nation-
al momentum towards fitness. Communities, athletes, police
departments, and residents across the nation pedalled with pur-
pose--celebrating fitness, fun, and environmental awareness
under the campaign led by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports. New Moti Bagh Club played host to an energetic rally with
around 350 residents from various Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) pedalling in unison. Today's event, a collaboration
between local RWAs and Fit India, focused on fighting obesity and
encouraging healthier habits among city dwellers.

Security personnel try to stop a pitch invader, who entered the ground during the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 match between Rajasthan Royals and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, at Sawai Mansingh Stadium, in Jaipur on Sunday. (ANI Photo)


