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India ready to share experience of
bridging gender divide with world,
says Union Minister at the UN

Congress blames PM Modi for 
partnerships to buy Trump's goodwill

ISRO undocks Spadex satellites, paves
way for India's lunar exploration

Rahul Gandhi slams BJP over exam paper 
leaks, saying future of 85 lakh students is at stake

Putin-Trump meeting can be arranged
'quickly' after US resumes Ukraine aid

NOTICE 

This is to inform our esteemed
readers and well wishers that
on the occasion of  Dol Yatra
and celebration of Holi our of-
fices will remain closed  for two
days on March 14 and 15, 2025.
Hence no edition of Morning
India would be published on
March 15 and 16, 2025. The
readers can access our editions
from March 17, 2025. We also
extend our Dol Yatra and Holi
greetings to all our esteemed
readers and advertisers

Editor, Morning India

Morning India
TMC's strategy meeting on 'Phantom Voters' by Abhishek, set for Mar 15

MI News Service, Kolkata: The
Trinamool Congress (TMC) is set
to hold a virtual mega meeting on
March 15 to address concerns
over ‘phantom voters’ in the elec-
toral rolls. The meeting will be
chaired by Abhishek Banerjee,
the party’s All-India General Sec-
retary, and will be attended by
core committee members, MPs,
MLAs, district presidents, munici-
pal chairpersons, and senior
party leaders.

According to party sources,
the meeting will include members
of the state committee, municipal
councillors, district council heads,

and key organizational leaders.
This initiative follows Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s strong
stance on the issue, which she
first raised during an assembly
session before reiterating it at the
TMC’s mega rally at Netaji Indoor
Stadium.

The issue of fraudulent voters
in the electoral rolls has become
a significant concern for the TMC.
Mamata Banerjee has accused
the BJP of attempting to manipu-
late voter lists to gain an advan-
tage in the 2026 Assembly
elections. She has alleged that the
Election Commission, under BJP’s

influence, is allowing inclusion of
fake voters  in the rolls to artifi-
cially boost the party’s electoral
prospects. To counter this, the
TMC formed a high-level commit-
tee led by senior party leader and
TMC President  Subrata Bakshi to
investigate and address the prob-
lem. Abhishek Banerjee, along
with other top leaders, is also
part of this committee. The first
review meeting took place on
March 6 at Trinamool Bhavan,
where initial findings were dis-
cussed, and it was decided that a
follow-up meeting would be held
on March 15.

Abhishek Banerjee, who was
unable to attend the March 6
meeting due to prior engage-
ments, has taken direct charge of
the voter list investigation and
has called for a detailed review
meeting. Initially scheduled for
March 16, the meeting was later
rescheduled to March 15 to en-
sure maximum participation from
senior leaders. The upcoming
meeting is expected to assess the
progress of voter list verification
efforts, identify irregularities, and
discuss strategic measures to

uu Continued on page 3

HAPPY HOLI

Congress blames PM Modi for partnerships to buy Trump's goodwill.

MI News Service, New
Delhi / New York : Based
on the success of its useful
implementation, India is
ready to share with the
world its whole lot of expe-
riences of using digital pub-
lic infrastructure to bridge
the gender digital divide,

Such willingness of
India to assist the rest of the
world has been lauded by
top UN leaders  to help scal-
ing digital financial inclu-
sion.

“India is moving ahead
with women-led develop-
ment, building a country
where women lead the way
as active architects by par-
ticipating from conceptual-

isation to design, imple-
mentation and monitoring
the measure that shapes
India's development trajec-
tory toward a developed
nation,” Union Minister for
Women and Child Develop-
ment Annapurna Devi said.
while speaking at the UN
headquarters on Wednes-
day.  Speaking at the meet-
ing of the world body the
Union minister who has
gone there to attend an
event organised on the
sidelines of the 69th session
of the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW),
further stated that  ‘Digital
and Financial Inclusion for
women’s empowerment’

and ‘Financing for Women
empowerment  were very
critical for the development
of core resources’.

Annapurna  Devi also
addressed the Ministerial-
level roundtable organised
by India’s Permanent Mis-
sion to the UN on ‘Digital
and Financial Inclusion for
women’s empowerment’ 

Underscoring the trans-
formative power of digital
public infrastructure to
bridge the gender digital
divide and build a resilient
government system, Anna-
purna  Devi said “India is
happy to share

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) has an-
nounced the successful
completion of its SpaDeX mis-
sion's (space) de-docking on
Thursday, marking a significant
milestone in India's future in
space exploration. 

Congratulating ISRO  for
achieving this rare feet,Union
Minister Jitendra Singh  said
the ISRO team had accom-
plished the unbelievable de-
docking" of "SPADEX satellites
and the event was "heartening
for every Indian!" 

"This paves the way for
smooth conduct of ambitious fu-
ture missions including the
Bharatiya Antriksha Station,
Chandrayaan 4 and
Gaganyaan," Singh said in a
post on X. 

Further he said that "PM
Narendra Modi's continuous
patronage keeps the spirits
soaring." 

The undocking process in-
volved a precise sequence of
events, culminating in the sepa-
ration of the SDX-01 (Chaser)
and SDX-02 (Target) satellites
that was launched on December
30 in 2024, using Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV)-C60,
from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota. 

It included the successful
extension of SDX-2, the planned

release of Capture Lever 3, and
the disengagement of the Cap-
ture Lever in SDX-2. After these
maneuvers, the decapture com-
mand was issued in both SDX-1
and SDX-2, leading to the suc-
cessful separation of the satel-
lites. 

ISRO successfully completed
docking of the two SPADEX
satellites (SDX-01 and SDX-02)
in the early hours of January 16
this year, making India becom-
ing the fourth country -along-
side China, Russia and the
United States-in the world to
have space docking technology. 

According to ISRO, the
groundbreaking mission aims to
showcase India's technological
prowess in spacecraft ren-
dezvous, docking, and undock-
ing -- a critical capability for
future advancements such as

satellite servicing, space station
operations, and interplanetary
exploration. 

It is a cost-effective technol-
ogy demonstrator mission for
the demonstration of in-space
docking using two small space-
craft launched by PSLV. 

This technology is essential
for India's space ambitions such
as putting an Indian on Moon,
sample return from the Moon,
the building and operation of
Bharatiya Antariksh Station
(BAS).In-space docking technol-
ogy is essential when multiple
rocket launches are required to
achieve common mission objec-
tives. 

The SpaDeX spacecraft
were designed and realized by
the UR Rao Satellite Centre
(URSC) with the support of
other ISRO centers. 

Celebrations begin
across country on
the eve of Holi

Holi celebrated at 
Sambhal's Kartikeya Mahadev

first time in 46 years

MI News Service, New Delhi : Even as  the
actual festival of Holi is at least 24 hours
away, people across the country have al-
ready started celebrating  the joyous oc-
casion  by  sprinkling colours on one
another and participating in  music,
dance  and other traditional festivities. 

From temples to streets, vibrant hues
and joyous gatherings mark the onset of
the festival, symbolising the triumph of
good over evil. 

In several states, celebrations  began
on Thursday evening with the Holika
Dahan, a ritual bonfire that symbolises
the victory of devotion and righteousness. 

In Mathura and Vrindavan, famous for
their grand Holi celebrations, devotees
began the traditional rituals, including the
famous Lathmar Holi. 

Cities like Varanasi, Jaipur, and Delhi
witnessed enthusiastic crowds smearing
each other with colors and enjoying fes-
tive treats like gujiya and thandai. 

However, everywhere heavy police de-
ployment  was made to maintain peace
and  ensure peaceful celebrations. 

In Rajasthan's Jaisalmer, holi celebra-
tions were held at the Shri Lakshminath
Ji temple on the day of Holika Dahan.
Prayers were offered, bhajans were sung,
and colours were smeared on each other
at the temple premises. 

Border Security Force (BSF) personnel
posted at border outposts also celebrated
Holi on Thursday with great enthusiasm.
To make the experience memorable, the
senior officers and jawans make special
arrangements ahead of the festivities by
distributing sweets.  . 

The BSF women soldiers not only
danced to the rhythm of the DJ but also
enjoyed the festivities with their fellow
soldiers. 

, "When the entire nation sleeps
peacefully, we stay awake to protect the
borders. Today, as the country celebrates
Holi, we are here celebrating with our
personnel. We are their family, their
brothers, and their support system." , said
the BSF  Ommandanat

Tthe festival of colours  was also cele-
brated at Shri Priyakant Ju temple, Vrin-
davan and at Sambhal, in Uttar Pradesh
where many people  hoined the celebra-
tion and sang songs. Tight security
arrangements were made to ensure peace
and maintenance of  law and order in
those areas. 

In Hyderabad, the capital of Telan-
gana, streets are filled with people and
colors.One. 

Ganesh Kumar, who came to purchase
colors, said that Holi is a festival that is
celebrated across the country with a lot of
excitement.

Many  houses are  also decorated with
vibrant  colurss and home made sweets
are being prepared  for  their families and
other relatives. 

MI News Service, New Delhi : With both
Airtel and Jio announcing partnerships
with Starlink, the Congress on Thursday
alleged that these have been orchestrated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi "to buy
goodwill" with US President Donald
Trump through Starlink's owner Elon
Musk.

The largest opposition party also said
many questions remain unanswered and
the most important one relates to the na-
tional security.

Congress General Secretary in-charge
Communications Jairam Ramesh said that
within literally 12 hours both Airtel and
Jio have announced partnerships with
Starlink, seemingly overcoming all their
objections to its entry into India - which
they have been voicing for quite some

time. India's largest telecoms company
Reliance Jio and its rival Bharti Airtel
have signed separate deals with Elon
Musk's SpaceX to bring the Starlink inter-
net service to the country.

The move has caught most analysts by
surprise, as Musk has publicly clashed
with both companies recently. It comes as
Indian and US officials discuss a trade
deal. US President Donald Trump has
threatened to impose retaliatory tariffs on
2 April. The agreements, touted to expand
satellite internet coverage across India,
are still conditional upon SpaceX obtain-
ing the Indian government's approval to
begin operations. Starlink had 4.6 million
subscribers across the world, as of

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service , Sambhal (UP): Thou-
sands of devotees from all across the state
celebrated Holi at Kartikeya Mahadev in
Khaggu Sarai on Thursday for the first
time in 46 years amid tight security,

The event saw enthusiastic and joyful
participation from a number of  social and
Hindu organisations at the temple, which
was reopened last December after it was
shut following riots in 1978.

Additional Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Shreesh Chandra said ample police
forces have been deployed to ensure a
smooth and peaceful celebration of Holi.

"Holi was celebrated peacefully at the
Kartikeya Mahadev Temple in Khaggu
Sarai. There is no need for anyone to
worry. People have enjoyed the festival in
a secure environment," he said adding
that there was  no report of any tension
or any untoward incident from anywhere.

The temple is located close to Shahi
Jama Masjid, a site which has been at the
centre of controversy following violence
on November 24, 2024, that led to the
death of four people. The violence had
broken out after a group of people held a
protest during a court-ordered survey of
the mosque. Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) district President Anand 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, New Delhi: Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi has emphasised that  leaks of ex-
amination papers were a "systematic failure",
and  hoped that this "serious problem" could be
eradicated if all political parties and governments
set aside their differences and take a united but
stern steps together.

The senior Congress chief said the future of
85 lakh children in six states is at risk as paper
leak has become the most dangerous "pad-
mavyuh" for our youth.

"Paper leaks put hardworking students and
their families into uncertainty and stress, taking
away the fruits of their hard work. It also sends
the wrong message to the next generation that
dishonesty can be better than hard work, which
is completely unacceptable," he said in a post in

Hindi on X.
"It has not even been a year since the NEET

paper leak shook the country. After our protest,
the Modi government hid behind a new law and
called it a solution, but so many recent leaks have
proven that to be a failure as well," he said.This
serious problem is a systematic failure, Gandhi
asserted. It will be eradicated only when all po-
litical parties and governments forget their differ-
ences and take strict steps together, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha said. "The dignity of
these exams is the right of our children and it has
to be protected at all costs," Gandhi asserted.
Using the 'chakravyuh' metaphor as a leitmotif,
Rahul Gandhi had last year claimed that an

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Moscow : A day after the US
lifted its suspension of military aid and intelli-
gence sharing for Ukraine, Russia  has remarked
that a phone call between President Vladimir
Putin and his US counterpart Donald Trump
could be arranged "very quickly" if necessary, ac-
cording to the state-run TASS news agency.

The Trump administration on Tuesday re-
sumed military aid and intelligence sharing for
Ukraine, as Kyiv endorsed a US proposal for a 30-

day ceasefire in the war with Russia, pending
Moscow's approval, during pivotal talks in Saudi
Arabia.

Reacting to the development, the Kremlin said
it does not rule out the possibility that the issue
of a telephone conversation between Putin and
Trump may arise following the US-Ukrainian ne-
gotiations and could be organised swiftly. 

uu Continued on page 3
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Police rescue a foreign minor
from brothel, 2 arrested

Firecrackers were being manufactured without a license, 
police recovered 550 kg of firecrackers during search 

Go for veg diet during ‘Dol 
Purnima’: Nabadwip Municipality 

MI News Service, Kolkata: On
April 15, 2019, June 17, 2021 and
April 6, 2023, Morning India News
Service reported that Rahmat Ali,
resident of Nasiruddin Road,
Kolkata received his 7th, 8th and
9th master’s degrees respectively,
all from Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU). Prior to
becoming a permanent distance
learner of IGNOU, he passed M.A.
(French), M.A. (Sociology) and
M.Com. from other Universities.
After joining IGNOU, he passed,
seriatim and chronologically,
M.C.A., M.B.A. (Financial Manage-
ment), M.A. (Economics), M.A.
(English), M.A. (History), M.A. (Po-
litical Science) and now with M.A.
(Arabic) in First Division with Dis-
tinction, he has bagged his tenth
master’s degree and seventh in a
row from IGNOU. On the occasion
of the 38th Convocation of IGNOU
at its headquarters in New Delhi
and through digital mode at 36 se-
lected Regional Centres across the
country, the Convocation of
Kolkata Regional Centre was held
at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Auditorium, National Institute of
Technical Teachers’ Training &
Research at Salt Lake. Professor
Ranjan Chakrabarti, former Vice-
Chancellor, Netaji Subhas Open
University and Vidyasagar Univer-
sity and Guest of Honour at
Kolkata Regional Centre Convoca-
tion, felicitated Rahmat Ali by pre-
senting him his M.A. (Arabic)

degree in the presence of Dr. Su-
jata Dutta Hazarika, Senior Re-
gional Director, Kolkata Regional
Centre, IGNOU. Barring M.A.
(French) and M.Com. which he
passed as an external candidate,
the rest eight master’s degrees
were completed by him as a dis-
tance learning candidate. Besides,
he passed four bachelor degrees,
B.A., B.Com., B.Sc. (Physics) and
B.Sc. (Mathematics), the first two
as an external candidate and the
last two as a distance learning
candidate. He even passed Mad-
hyamik Pariksha as an external

candidate. The only academic
course that he passed as a regular
candidate was Higher Secondary
(Science) after a two-year study at
Md. Jan Higher Secondary School,
Kolkata. Apart from his academic
endeavours, he also passed
C.A.I.I.B. from Indian Institute of
Bankers, Diploma in Business
Management/Administration from
Institute of Professional Managers,
Jersey, Britain, Diplôme de
Langue Française from Alliance
Française, Paris, France, TOEFL
from Princeton, New Jersey,
U.S.A. and IELTS of U.K.-Aus-

tralia. He has certificates from
varied institutions in German, Ital-
ian, Japanese, Korean, Persian,
Portuguese, Spanish and Thai lan-
guages. Post-retirement from SBI
as Manager in January 2020,
where he worked for 39 years, he
joined WBSEDCL as Senior Private
Secretary, albeit after a gap of
around two years in the Covid era,
and worked thereat for three
years until January 2, 2025. He
also taught Portuguese at Ra-
makrishna Institute of Culture at
Golpark, Kolkata from August
2023 to December 2024. He is a
Counsellor in Diploma in Modern
Office Practice course of IGNOU.
He is also a regular reviewer of
cryptic crossword puzzles in Big
Dave’s Crossword Blog of the
United Kingdom, the world’s
biggest crossword blog, with 216
publications to his credit till date.
He has also, so far, set eleven
cryptic crosswords that have been
published in the blog’s ‘Rookie
Corner’ and solved mainly by the
people of the United Kingdom.
‘The Week’, featuring our late
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan
Singh 1932-2024 in its Special
Issue of January 12, 2025, also
carried an article on Rahmat Ali
highlighting him as a Time Man-
ager and a Cruciverbalist. Need-
less to add, it also mentioned,
inter alia, the publication of five of
his articles in Morning India,
Kolkata.

International Women's Day was celebrated at the FCI Zonal Office (East) on 12th March
2025. The event witnessed the felicitation of Sabitri Sur, an internationally acclaimed athlete,
for her valuable contributions to the world of sports. In an event centered around celebrating
the myriad contributions of women toward building a strong and progressive nation, eminent
dignitaries such as Flt. Lt. (Retd.) M.K. Gogoi, Executive Director (East), Vijay Parasar, Chief
General Manager (East), and others stressed the need for women to continue breaking the
glass ceiling. The contributions of women employees of FCI in furthering the objective of
"Food Security for All" were also lauded by the dignitaries present.

MI News Service, Nadia:
Police rescued a foreign
minor from a pross quar-
ter in Nadia's Shantipur on
Tuesday evening and ar-
rested two miscreants, a
police source said. Side by
side , police have launched
an investigation against
concerned house owner.Ac-
cording to police sources,
there is an old bordello at
ward 13 under Shantipur
Municipality. Local resi-
dents complained for a long
time but the whorehouse
could not be lifted in any
way. Locals also com-
plained that unrest often
takes place here in the said
brothel and adjoining
areas.However, Nadia Child
Line lodged a complaint
with Shantipur police on
Tuesday stating that mis-
creants have detained a
foreign minor girl in Shan-

tipur brothel.On receiving
the news, the police of
Shantipur police station
raised the said brothel. The
police finally rescued the
foreign minor girl from in-
side a room. She was sub-
sequently sent to
Krishnanagar Home.Side
by side, Police have ar-
rested the homeowner and
another one from the scene.
The duo arrested were pro-
duced in the Ranaghat sub-
division court on Thursday.
The police suspect that the
rescued minor was a resi-
dent of Nepal. Investigators
are trying to get his right
age and identity. Ranaghat
sub -divisional police officer
Shailaza Das said, "A for-
eign female has been res-
cued. He is probably a
minor. An attempt is under-
way to search for the right
age."

MI News Service, Hooghly:
On Jamrat, at around 1
pm, Hooghly Rural District
Police, after receiving in-
formation from special
sources about illegal man-
ufacture and storage of
firecrackers, conducted a
search operation in two
houses on the ground floor
of Mirza Nagar Saheb Hat
Talla under Dhaniakhali Po-

lice Station. Led by Dy. SP
(D&T) Hooghly Rural District
Police, CI, Dhaniakhali Circle
along with a police team of
Dhaniakhali Police Station.
During the search operation,
a total of 550 kg of illegally
stored firecrackers and fire-
cracker making equipment
were seized. Two people
have also been arrested.
They will be produced be-
fore the Chinsora court to-
morrow and further action
will be taken as per the law.
At the same time, the
process of finding the source
of betting will also continue.
Those involved in this illegal
activity will be found and
brought to justice.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Renowned social worker
Soma Mukherjee has been
recognized for her excep-
tional contributions to
healthcare and social wel-
fare. She runs nine PPP
model hospitals in collabo-
ration with the govern-
ment, ensuring quality
medical care for under-
privileged communities.
Her efforts in organizing
free medical camps have
significantly impacted
countless lives, making
her a beacon of hope for
those in need.

In addition to her con-
tributions to the health-
care sector, Soma
Mukherjee is also actively
involved in cultural initia-
tives that promote and
preserve India's rich her-
itage. Her dedication has
earned her the presti-
gious Bharat Bhushan
Puraskar from the Delhi
Government, along with
the title of Brand Ambas-
sador of Social Workers of
India. She also serves as
the National Vice Presi-
dent of the World Human
Rights Protection Com-

mission and has been
honored with the Star
Super Power Women
Award.

Her tireless commit-
ment to social welfare has
gained national and inter-
national recognition. Re-
cently, she was awarded
the Veer Naari Samman
2025 and International
Awards at 6th World Meet
in Indonesia for her re-

markable efforts. She is
also set to receive an Inter-
national Award at the 7th
World Meet in Bangkok in
recognition of her continu-
ous service to society.

Soma Mukherjee's
achievements serve as an
inspiration to many, prov-
ing that dedicated social
work and humanitarian ef-
forts can truly make a dif-
ference in the world.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The ruling Tri-
namool Congress has initiated a door-to-
door voter list verification campaign in
Ward No. 63 of the Bhawanipur Assembly
Constituency, under the leadership of
Ward Councilor and Borough Chairperson
Sushmita Bhattacharya and Bablu Payne.
This initiative, launched as per the direc-
tives of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
aims to ensure an accurate voter list
ahead of next year’s assembly
elections.The campaign will continue for
several days, during which officials will
visit households, interact with family
members, and update records. A key
focus is to verify whether residents listed
in the voter registry five years ago are still
present at the same address or have relo-
cated. Given that many voters change
their residence over time, this process will
help maintain an up-to-date electoral
roll.Speaking about the initiative, Coun-
cilor and Borough Chairperson Sushmita
Bhattacharya emphasized the importance
of knowing the electorate. "We are famil-
iar with most residents in our ward, but
every five years, many people shift homes.
It is crucial for us to keep track of our vot-
ers. Additionally, this campaign provides
an opportunity to personally meet families
and check on their well-being, which is
something I deeply value. This verification
process will continue for several more
days to ensure accuracy," she stated.

MI News Service, Nadia:
The Trinamul Congress-
led Nabadwip municipal-
ity has urged residents to
adopt a vegetarian diet
during the Dol Purnima
festival, which coincides
with Holi, to prevent the
“gory scene of bloodshed
in public” caused by
open slaughter and the
sale of meat and fish.

The civic body has
appealed to the people
not to buy and eat fish or
meat during the festival
so that public slaughter
does not create discom-
fort for devotees.

The municipality or-

ganised a civic conven-
tion attended by heads of
Vaishnavite mutts,
traders, transporters,
and residents. A resolu-
tion was adopted, em-
phasising that visuals of
slaughter could be un-
settling for thousands of
Vaishnavite devotees,
who follow a strict vege-
tarian diet, visiting the
town for Dol Yatra to
mark the birth anniver-
sary of Lord Chaitanya.

The town of Nabad-
wip, known as Lord Chai-
tanya’s birthplace, has
around 200 Vaishnav
temples and mutts.

At the conclusion of West Bengal Legislative Assembly session on Thursday, the Assembly
staff celebrated the festive spirit of Holi by offering Abir (colored powder) in the Speaker’s
chamber as a mark of respect. Present on the occasion were Speaker Biman Banerjee, Min-
ister Chandrima Bhattacharya,  Partha Bhowmick,MP Food Minister Rathin Biswas, Sports
and Power Minister Aroop Biswas, along with other esteemed dignitaries.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Paschim Banga Bi-
gyan Mancha recently or-
ganized a workshop
about how to manufac-
ture ‘herbal abeer’. The
workshop was organized
at Dhakuria in associa-
tion with Madam Curie

Bigyan Sabha (MCBS).
Anamika Roy and Keya
Roy Chowdhury partici-
pated in the workshop on
behalf of MCBS. Students
Koel Pramanik and
Sangeeta Debnath took
active role in this session
of workshop. 

According to Anirban
Banerjee of Paschim
Banga Bigyan Mancha,
“Around 50 students took
part in this workshop
which gave a prudent
message of environment
consciousness through sci-
entific mind.”

Bigyan Mancha organizes 
‘herbal abeer’ workshop 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The SocioFare
Awards 2025 unfolded as an evening of
inspiration, celebration and entertain-
ment at the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR), Kolkata. The prestigious
event honoured individuals and organisa-
tions who have made significant contribu-
tions to community development and
sustainability across the country.

The awards recognised change mak-
ers from diverse regions including Delhi,
Mumbai, Jharkhand, Nagpur, Bihar and
various districts of West Bengal, acknowl-
edging their tireless efforts in driving pos-
itive social impact. It was hosted by Sabri
Helpage.  Renowned Indian academic, lin-

guist, and literary critic Professor (Dr.)
Pabitra Sarkar shared his insightful
thoughts, while Professor (Dr.) Ananya
Baruya, Dean of the Faculty Council of
Arts at Jadavpur University, addressed
the audience with inspiring words on ed-
ucation and social development. 

The celebrated filmmaker Baud-
dhayan Mukherji, known for his Cannes
Lion and National Award-winning works,
shared his perspectives on storytelling as
a tool for social change. Adding to the
evening’s charm, Chandan Sen, a distin-
guished Bengali actor, playwright, and di-
rector, spoke about the role of art and
culture in uplifting communities.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Kolkata
Branch Office recently or-
ganized a sensitization
program, Quality Quest
Carnival, on the occasion
of World Consumer Rights
Day 2025. The event was
held with the aim of rais-
ing awareness among res-
idents about the

importance of quality and
safety in everyday life.

The program wit-
nessed the active partici-
pation of 150
representatives from vari-
ous Resident Welfare As-
sociations (RWAs) and
housing societies. The in-
auguration was done by
prominent speakers, in-
cluding Sabyasachi Dhar,

Director & Head Kolkata
Branch Office-1,BIS and S.
Raha, President of the
ACAD Block Resident Wel-
fare Association.

The event included a
Quiz Contest focusing on
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS), followed by a
cultural performance,
which added a vibrant el-
ement to the

proceedings.It may be
worth mentioning that BIS
also took this opportunity
to reach out to govern-
ment officials at the dis-
trict and state
headquarters. The objec-
tive was to highlight the
significance of procuring
BIS-certified products in
government procurement
procedures. The Manak

Mitra campaign, spear-
headed by more than  75
BIS representatives, is
working diligently in dis-
tricts and state headquar-
ters to make officials
aware of the need to in-
corporate BIS-certified
products and to support
standardization and con-
formity assessment activi-
ties.
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Bengal’s ‘Swasthya Sathi’ Scheme gains global
recognition for cancer treatment success

India ready to share...

TMC's strategy meeting...

Rahul Gandhi slams BJP...

Holi celebrated at Sambhal's..

Congress blames
PM Modi for...

uuFrom PG 1
its experience with the
world” and highlighted the
critical need for resources
to realise the vision of
women-led development.
The Ministerial round-

table provided a platform
to share experiences of
Member States, especially
from the Global South and
hear their views on how
women of UN  member
states can better leverage
its mandate to provide ef-
fective and strategic sup-
port to  their womenfolk in
delivering on their com-
mitments on gender equal-
ity and women’s rights and
empowerment. The Union
minister is leading India’s
delegation at CSW, the
world’s largest annual con-
ference focused on
women’s issues currently
underway at the UN Head-
quarters. The 69th session
of the UN Commission on
the Status of Women
kicked off on March 10 and
will run through March 21.
Annapurna Devi high-

lighted that the Unified

Payment Interface (UPI)
developed in India has
transformed the system of
routine transactions, com-
pletely digitalised the field
of full data protection, with
87.35 million transactions
growing 147 per cent in
terms of volume. 
“This has transcended

barriers of gender, urban,
rural, rich and poor and
women are increasingly
taking ownership of digital
payment interface,” she
said.
Devi also  stressed that

nations have to be mindful
of the fact that while pro-
motion of digital inclusion
of women is of paramount
importance, at the same
time, protection of security
and privacy of data must
be ensured.
“Hence, in today's

technologically advanced
world, there is a need for
balancing regulation for
the safe and responsible
use of technology, espe-
cially in leveraging e-gov-
ernance for social
protection system. 

uuFrom PG 1
prevent electoral fraud.
The TMC leadership has
emphasized the impor-
tance of mobilizing grass-
roots workers to detect
fake voters and ensure
that the electoral process
remains transparent and
fair.
The ‘phantom voter’

controversy has become a
major political flashpoint
between the TMC and the
BJP. Mamata Banerjee has

openly accused the BJP of
engineering electoral
fraud and has vowed to
take the fight to the Elec-
tion Commission.
The outcome of the

March 15 virtual meeting
will be crucial in determin-
ing the TMC’s next course
of action. With the 2026
Assembly elections draw-
ing closer, this issue is ex-
pected to remain a central
point of political con-
tention in West Bengal. 

uuFrom PG 1
atmosphere of fear prevails
all around with a group of
six trapping the entire coun-
try in a 'chakravyuh' he
promised would be broken
by the INDIA bloc.
Chakravyuh' refers to a

multi-layered military for-
mation aimed at trapping a
warrior by opponents
placed strategically in an
alignment resembling a
lotus-shaped labyrinth.
Gandhi had said the

'chakravyuh' is also called a
'padmavyuh' for its resem-
blance to a lotus (BJP's elec-
tion symbol) formation.
He also charged the BJP

with destroying the future of
youths through alleged ir-
regularities in the examina-
tion system, but the
Congress is committed to
fighting for the rights of stu-
dents.  
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks

on Friday came after two
students protesting against
alleged irregularities in the
Madhya Pradesh Public
Service Commission
(MPPSC) exams were put in
jail.
"The BJP is cutting the

thumb of the youth of India
just like Ekalavya's, and de-
stroying their future,"
Gandhi said in amother post

in Hindi on X.
"Failure in executing

government recruitments is
a big injustice. First, recruit-
ment is not announced. And
then even if it is announced,
exams are not held in time.
If exams are held, the ques-
tion papers are leaked. And
when the youths demand
justice, their voice is ruth-
lessly crushed," he alleged.
There were students'

protest in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh as well over alleged
irregularities in recruitment
exams.
And, now two students

protesting against the irreg-
ularities in MPPSC in Mad-
hya Pradesh have been put
in jail, and that after the
Chief minister himself met
the students and assured
them their demands would
be considered, the  Opposi-
tion Leader in the Lok
Sabha noted.
"The BJP government

has broken the trust of the
students and strangled the
democratic system.
"We are with the stu-

dents in their fight for their
rights. We will not let the
BJP suppress the voice of
the rights of the youth of the
country at any cost," the for-
mer Congress president
said. 

uuFrom PG 1
Agrawal expressed his joy
over the occasion. "After 46
years, we have had the for-
tune of playing Holi at the
Kartikeya Mahadev Temple.
People from various social
organisations  and all walks
of life have gathered here,
celebrating (Holi) with flow-
ers and colours," he said.

Participants also
shared their excitement and
thanked the police for the
security arrangements and
overall peaceful atmos-

phere. "The police have
done a great job in main-
taining security, and every-
one is immersed in the
festive spirit," said Priyan-
shu Jain.

The temple, also
known as Bhasma Shankar
temple, was reopened on
December 13 last year after
the authorities said they
stumbled upon the covered
structure during an anti-en-
croachment drive. The tem-
ple housed an idol of Lord
Hanuman and a Shivling. 

uuFrom PG 1
"We also do not rule out
that the topic of a call at
the highest level may arise.
If such a need emerges, it
will be organised very
quickly. The existing
channels of dialogue with
the Americans make it
possible to do this in a
relatively short time,"
Russian Presidential
Spokesman Dmitry
Peskov was quoted as
saying by TASS.

Peskov earlier said
that Trump and Putin
had only one telephone
conversation on Febru-
ary 12 since the inaugu-

ration of the American
leader on January 20.
During that call, they dis-
cussed stopping the war
in Ukraine, bilateral re-
lations, some other top-
ics, and also agreed to
continue contacts and or-
ganise an in-person
meeting.
The Kremlin said on

Wednesday that it
needed to be briefed by
the United States on the
outcome of U.S.-Ukrain-
ian talks in Saudi Arabia
before commenting on
whether a proposed
ceasefire in Ukraine was
acceptable to Russia.

Putin-Trump meeting....

uuFrom PG 1
2024. SpaceX has been
aiming to launch services
in India since 2021, but
regulatory hurdles have
delayed its arrival. Both
Jio and Airtel say they will
leverage their mobile net-
work along with Starlink to
deliver broadband services
to communities and busi-
nesses across the country,
including in rural and re-
mote regions.
Jio will offer Starlink

equipment in its retail out-
lets and online stores
along with providing in-
stallation support for the
devices, while Airtel says it
is exploring the same.
Airtel also says the tie-

up, along with an existing
deal with Starlink rival Eu-
telsat OneWeb, would help
to expand its connectivity.
Many had not antici-

pated Starlink's simultane-
ous deals with Jio
Platforms and Airtel.
Up until the announce-

ment, Jio was seen as Star-
link's biggest competitor in
India's satellite broadband
market.

Children excitedly shopping for water guns and colors for Holi celebration at Kolkata Market on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata: After
the international recognition of
Bengal’s ‘Kanyashree’ scheme,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
ambitious ‘SwasthyaSathi’ health
initiative has now received global
acclaim. While critics have often
questioned the project, its success
in providing medical assistance to
people across all sections of soci-
ety is now evident. The scheme al-
lows beneficiaries to avail of free
treatment at private nursing
homes, with the health card issued
in the name of the female head of
the family. However, it is not just
for this reason that
‘SwasthyaSathi’ has gained inter-
national attention. The scheme’s
pivotal role in supporting breast
cancer patients by covering

chemotherapy costs has earned it
a place in the prestigious interna-
tional medical journal The Breast.
This recognition has sparked
widespread discussions, under-
scoring Bengal’s progress in
healthcare. Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee is set to
visit London soon. Following ap-
proval from the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, she is scheduled to
deliver a speech at Oxford Univer-
sity. As she prepares for this visit,
the international acknowledgment
of ‘SwasthyaSathi’ has further bol-
stered the state’s achievements.
According to sources, Mamata
Banerjee may highlight the suc-
cess of the scheme on foreign soil.
Cancer treatment is notori-

ously expensive, often pushing pa-

tients into financial ruin. Recog-
nizing this challenge, the St.
Gallen Breast Cancer Conference
2025, one of the world’s most es-
teemed medical summits, has ac-
knowledged ‘SwasthyaSathi’ for
significantly reducing cancer
treatment costs. This is a moment
of pride for Bengal, as the
scheme’s impact is now recog-
nized beyond India. Owing to the
remarkable success of the initia-
tive, a team of Bengali oncologists
has been invited to present their
research at the prestigious confer-
ence in Austria. Led by renowned
onco-surgeon Dr. Soumen Das and
five other medical professionals,
the study reveals that
‘SwasthyaSathi’ has slashed the
cost of breast cancer treatment by

nearly 70%. Moreover, Bengal
now boasts the highest ‘treatment
completion rate’ for chemotherapy
in India under this scheme. The
study, conducted at private hospi-
tals in Nayabad and Sinthi, ana-
lyzed Stage 1–3 breast cancer
patients and confirmed the
scheme’s effectiveness. Dr. Das,
the lead researcher, stated, “Mor-
tality rates among two groups of
patients were studied. While the
project has certain limitations, its
overall impact in reducing cancer-
related expenses is undeniable.”
As the findings gain interna-

tional traction, ‘SwasthyaSathi’ is
poised to be a model for affordable
healthcare, bringing further
global recognition to Bengal’s
healthcare policies.

Kolkata Police enforces strict measures

to prevent water body during holi

State Transport Dept implements
reforms to ease traffic congestion

TMC welcomes Tapasi Mandal with key leadership role

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a stringent pre-festival
directive, Kolkata Police
has warned revelers
against entering water bod-
ies for a bath after consum-
ing alcohol during Dol and
Holi. To enforce this, law
enforcement agencies will
closely monitor at least 66
Ghats across the city on Fri-
day and Saturday. Addition-
ally, local clubs have been
cautioned to prevent indi-
viduals from entering
ponds or lakes in an intoxi-
cated state.
Sources indicate that

police stations have already
begun public announce-
ments via loudspeakers to
spread awareness about
safety regulations. On the
festival days, officers have
been instructed to swiftly
respond to even minor dis-
turbances. To ensure order
in narrow lanes and by-
lanes, dedicated bike patrol
units will also be deployed.
A key focus remains on
maintaining communal
harmony during the cele-
brations.
Over the past two years,

three people have drowned
in Kolkata’s rivers and
lakes during Dol festivities,
prompting authorities to
take preemptive measures
this year. Special security
arrangements will be in
place across 66 Ghats, cov-
ering both the Hooghly
River and various ponds
and lakes. Notably, Kolkata

Police’s Disaster Manage-
ment Group will be sta-
tioned at 44 ghats to
prevent mishaps. These
teams will not only be re-
sponsible for safety but
also for ensuring that no
intoxicated individuals
enter the water.
In a citywide operation,

approximately 21,000 po-
lice personnel will be de-
ployed to prevent
law-and-order disruptions.
Senior officers, including
Joint Police Commissioners
and Deputy Commission-
ers, will personally oversee
security arrangements.
More than 100 key loca-
tions across Kolkata will
have police pickets.
Furthermore, 58 PPR

(Police Patrol Response)
vans will conduct regular
surveillance across the city,
and bike patrol units will
navigate congested areas
to prevent any untoward
incidents. Strict measures
have also been imple-
mented to curb nuisance
activities such as throwing
water balloons or colours
from high-rise balconies
onto pedestrians. Addition-
ally, police teams will en-
sure that stray dogs and
other animals are not sub-
jected to colour
smearing.Police have as-
sured the public that in the
event of any disturbance,
enforcement teams will
reach the scene promptly to
restore order.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Haldia’s former
BJP MLA Tapasi Mandal, who recently
joined the Trinamool Congress (TMC), has
been swiftly rewarded with a significant po-
sition. She has been appointed as the Chair-
person of the Women’s Development Board
under the Department of Women, Child De-

velopment, and Social Welfare in West Ben-
gal. The board also comprises six IAS and
WBCS officers. Tapasi Mandal’s transition
to TMC has not only altered the political dy-
namics in Haldia but also sparked fresh
confrontations with Leader of the Opposi-
tion, SuvenduAdhikari. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has voiced con-
cerns over insufficient pub-
lic transportation,
particularly on key routes
such as the airport and Na-
banna, after witnessing
passengers struggling to
find buses. This prompted
the Transport Department
to take immediate steps to
increase bus frequency and
trips across several routes.
However, Transport

Minister Snehasis
Chakraborty, on Thursday,
clarified that deploying
government buses on all
routes is not feasible, espe-
cially where private bus
services are already oper-
ating efficiently.
The unregulated pres-

ence of e-rickshaws (Totos)
in urban areas has long
been blamed for traffic
congestion, particularly in
Howrah, Barasat, Chin-
surah, Burdwan, Siliguri,
and Asansol. The govern-
ment has now decided to
introduce a QR code regis-

tration system for Totos to
curb unauthorized opera-
tions and manage their
movement in crowded
areas.The new QR code
registration system aims to
ensure that only authorized
vehicles are permitted to
ply on designated routes.
Local police, municipal au-
thorities, and Toto unions
will work together to imple-
ment this system effec-
tively. On Thursday,
Transport Minister Sneha-
sis Chakraborty acknowl-
edged the issue, he stated
that the government aims
to control their movement
by introducing registration
measures and issuing offi-
cial stickers for easy identi-
fication. Additionally,
specific guidelines will be
introduced to ensure
smoother traffic manage-
ment. A special committee
will be formed to frame
these guidelines, compris-
ing representatives from
municipal bodies, traffic
authorities, nodal agencies,
and Toto unions.
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Change of Name
I, Shibshankar Adhikary (Old 
Name) S/o Late Khokan Adhikari  
Residing at Vill - Chaksimulia, P.o 
- Kumarchak, P.s - Nandakumar,  
District-Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721652 
India have Changed my name and shall  
henceforth be known as Sibsankar 
Adhikary (New Name) as declared 
before the Notary Public Kolkata 
vide affidavit Dated 13-03-2025.  
Shibshankar Adhikary (Old Name) 
and Sibsankar Adhikary (New Name) 
both are same and one identical  
person.

Name Change
I, Keyamuddin Mondal S/O  
Sekendar Mondal in my  
Passport No- M7646113 my spelling is  
Kayamauddin Mondal. My D.O.B 
- 01.01.1988. In my Pan Card and  
Aadhar Card but D.O.B is 15.09. 
1988. On 19/2/25, from Alipore 
1st class Judicial Magistrate Kaya  
Mauddin Mondal and  
Keyamuddin Mondal identified as 
same and identical person.

Eastern Railway strives to ensure timely 
train operations : Urges not to pull alarm 

chain unless extremely necessary

Redevelopment of Shalimar railway 
station of South Eastern Railway

Special services on Friday for Dolyatra 
in blue line from 14:30 hrs, in green 

line-1 and green line-2 from 15:00 hrs

Tangra horror: Family suicide  
pact turns into triple murder

Kolkata Police seeks to establish outpost at JU

Medical dept of Eastern Railway organises 
awareness programme on adolescent 
substance abuse & childhood obesity

Fire breaks out in abandoned house near Jatin Das Park

Regulation of trains  
for track & overhead 

equipment maintenance 
work over Howrah division

Humayun Kabir 
showcaused  over 

controversial remarks 

Investigation progresses in 
 businessman’s murder case

Cancellation of one pair 
Bandel –Katwa local

Holi & Ramzaan  
coincide: Biman Basu 
gives a clarion call for 
communal harmony 

Man arrested for 
attempting to create 
multiple passports 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Eastern Railway 
is putting forth diligent ef-
forts to ensure the timely 
running of trains despite 
facing numerous challenges, 
including the disturbances 
caused by Alarm Chain Pull-
ing (ACP) and road traffic 
congestion at Level Crossing 
Gates. These disturbances, 
often the result of irrespon-
sible behaviour by passen-
gers and road users, have 
been major contributors to 
delays in train services.

To combat one of the key 
issues affecting punctuality, 
Eastern Railway is making 
significant strides toward 
substituting Level Crossing 
Gates with Limited Height 
Subways (LHS), a solution 
that will alleviate traffic 
congestion caused by road 
and rail traffic detentions 
at level crossings. This ini-
tiative is part of a broader 
plan to modernize railway 
infrastructure and improve 
the overall efficiency of train 
operations.

However, Alarm Chain 
Pulling (ACP) remains a sig-

nificant challenge. ACP is 
a mechanism designed to 
allow passengers to alert 
train drivers or application 
of brake in the event of an 
emergency, aiming halting 
of movement. Unfortunate-
ly, the misuse of this facility 
by passengers, without valid 
reasons, leads to unneces-
sary stoppages, causing de-
lays not only to the affected 
train but also to others run-
ning on the same route. On 
March 11, 2025, two trains, 
the 12323 Howrah-Barm-
er Express and 13416 Pat-
na-Malda Town Express, 
lost their punctuality due to 
ACP incidents within Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction. Addi-
tionally, as of 16:00 hours on 
March 13, 2025, the 12502 
Agartala-Kolkata Garib 
Rath Express has also been 
delayed due to ACP. Similar 
detention of long-distance 
trains originating from East-
ern Railway has also been 
observed due to ACP enroute 
in other zones.

Eastern Railway urges pas-
sengers to use the Alarm Chain 
responsibly, emphasizing that 

misuse not only disrupts in-
dividual train schedules but 
also causes a cascading effect 
on other trains, severely im-
pacting punctuality and oper-
ational efficiency. Passengers' 
cooperation in this matter is 
crucial to minimize delays and 
ensure smooth, timely train 
services.

It is mention-worthy that, 
Eastern Railway is closely 
monitoring commuter-sensi-
tive trains, especially those 
serving daily passengers 
or high-speed services. As 
a result of collective efforts 
of various departments, 200 
commuter-sensitive trains 
scheduled on March 12, 
2025, recorded an impres-
sive 90% punctuality rate.

Eastern Railway remains 
committed to improving the 
efficiency and reliability of 
its services and continues 
to work towards reducing 
delays and enhancing pas-
senger experiences. The 
railway urges all passengers 
to be responsible in their 
behaviour, ensuring that the 
railway network functions 
smoothly for everyone.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The Medical De-
partment of Eastern Rail-
way, in association with the 
West Bengal Academy of 
Paediatrics, organised an 
awareness programme on 
Adolescent Substance Abuse 
& Childhood Obesity at vari-
ous key stations and railway 
hospitals across the Eastern 
Railway jurisdiction today.

As part of the awareness 
drive, two informative mov-
ies produced by the Indi-
an Academy of Paediatrics 
were displayed on the giant 
screen at Sealdah station 
to spread awareness about 
substance abuse and child-
hood obesity. These movies 
were also shown at the B 
R Singh Hospital OPD com-
plex, Howrah Railway Sta-
tion, Asansol Railway Sta-
tion, Orthopaedic Hospital 
Howrah, Asansol Railway 
Hospital, and Railway Hos-
pital, Andal.

At Sealdah station prem-
ises, the programme was 
conducted in the presence 
of Dr. Atanu Bhadra, Hony 
Treasurer, Dr. Kalpana Man-
dal, CMS/Sealdah, Dr. Mihir 
Sarkar, Hony Secretary, West 
Bengal Academy of Paediat-
rics; and Dr. Agnimita Giri, 
renowned Paediatrician 
from the Institute of Child 
Health, Kolkata. The event 
was coordinated by Dr. Say-
antan Saha, Sr. DMO/IC/Pae-
diatrics/B.R.Singh Hospital.

The programme com-
menced with an introduc-
tory address by Dr. Mandi-
ra Banerjee, ACMS/Health 
& Family Welfare/Sealdah, 
who highlighted the critical 
importance of addressing 
adolescent substance abuse 
and the growing concern of 

childhood obesity.
Renowned doctors, in-

cluding Dr. Agnimita Giri, 
Dr. Mihir Sarkar, Dr. Chai-
tali Patra, and Dr. Sayan-
tan Saha, spoke extensively 
about substance abuse, its 
warning signs, prevention, 
treatment, and the vital 
role of parents in combating 
these issues. They also de-
livered an engaging talk on 
childhood obesity, its harm-
ful effects, lifestyle modifi-
cations, and management 
techniques.

Dr. Atanu Bhadra active-
ly interacted with the au-
dience, including railway 
commuters and the gener-
al public, addressing their 
queries and concerns.

Dr. Kalpana Mandal, CMS/
Sealdah, played a key role in 
organising this initiative in 
collaboration with the Indi-
an Academy of Paediatrics.

The Medical Department 
of Howrah Division, Eastern 
Railway, organised a similar 
programme in collaboration 
with the Howrah Acade-
my of Paediatrics, taking a 
significant step to combat 
the rising threats of child-
hood obesity and substance 

abuse among adolescents. 
As part of this health pro-
motion campaign, two short 
films produced by the Indi-
an Academy of Paediatrics 
were showcased today on 
the giant screen at How-
rah station premises. These 
films effectively highlighted 
the dangers and long-term 
consequences of child-
hood obesity and substance 
abuse, with the goal of edu-
cating and empowering the 
public, particularly parents 
and young individuals.

Simultaneously, at Andal 
Railway Hospital, Dr. Tan-
may Biswas, DMO/Paediat-
rics, along with MS/IC/Andal, 
conducted an awareness pro-
gramme on adolescent sub-
stance abuse and childhood 
obesity for railway beneficia-
ries at the OPD complex.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from various depart-
ments, including the Health 
& Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Sealdah Division, B R 
Singh Hospital, the Indian 
Academy of Paediatrics, the 
general public, railway com-
muters, and railway benefi-
ciaries.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Kolkata witnessed 
yet another fire incident on 
Thursday morning when a 
blaze engulfed an abandoned 
house near Jatin Das Park. 
Several rooms were complete-
ly gutted in the fire, causing 
panic in the area. Firefight-
ers rushed to the spot with 
two engines and successfully 
brought the situation under 
control.

According to fire depart-
ment sources, at approximate-
ly 6:30 AM, local residents 
noticed flames rising from the 
abandoned house near Hazra. 
Promptly, they alerted the fire 
brigade, which dispatched 

two engines to the location. 
Firefighters worked swiftly to 
douse the flames, but by the 
time they arrived, thick black 
smoke had already engulfed 
the surrounding area. The 
intense fire rapidly consumed 
a significant portion of the 
structure, reducing multiple 
rooms to ashes.

After nearly 30 to 40 min-
utes of relentless firefighting 
efforts, the blaze was finally 
brought under control. For-
tunately, no casualties or in-
juries were reported in the 
incident. However, the cause 
of the fire remains unclear, 
raising suspicions about how 
the flames originated in a va-

cant property.
A senior fire department 

official stated, “We received 
information about the fire at 
around 6:30 AM. Two fire en-
gines were immediately dis-
patched to the site. Our team 
worked efficiently, and the 
fire has been completely ex-
tinguished. Thankfully, there 
are no reports of injuries. We 
are currently investigating 
the cause of the fire.”

Authorities are now prob-
ing whether the property was 
being used illegally and, if so, 
by whom. Further investiga-
tions are underway to deter-
mine the exact circumstances 
that led to the fire.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Shalimar Railway 
Station is one of the major 
Railway Terminal of South 
Eastern Railway. It is an 
important hub for long-dis-
tance trains, particularly 
those connecting Kolkata to 
various parts of India. Shali-
mar Station was initially 
developed as a goods termi-
nal before and later being 
upgraded to a passenger 
station. It was introduced 
as an alternative to Howrah 
Junction to decongest train 
traffic. Over time, it has 
gained importance, espe-
cially for South Eastern Rail-
way bound trains. It helps in 
reducing the extra rush at 
Howrah Junction, one of the 
busiest Railway stations in 
Eastern India. Shalimar Sta-
tion primarily serves Express 
and superfast trains operat-
ed by the South Eastern Rail-
way. These trains provide 
crucial connectivity between 
Kolkata and cities like Mum-
bai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Vi-

sakhapatnam, Udaipur, Puri 
and Bhubaneswar. With the 
expansion of South Eastern 
Railway services, Shalimar  
is emerging as a key  
passenger terminal. Pres-
ently South Eastern Railway 
is working on improving in-
frastructure at Shalimar to 
facilitate more passengers 
and trains.

A number of Mail/Express 
trains are originating from/
terminating at Shalimar and 
therefore it has become es-
sential to redevelop the sta-
tion and yard of Shalimar. 
This station plays a pivotal 
role in passenger transport 
under the SER jurisdiction. 
The Re-development of 
Shalimar Railway Station 
was planned with construc-
tion of New Station building, 
development of circulating 
area, construction of new 
Island platforms, Foot Over 
Bridges, Lifts, Escalators, 
Ramps, Travellators and oth-
er developmental works etc.

At present, construction 

of New Station Building 
(Structural part), construc-
tion of one 12 metre wide 
Foot Over Bridge connect-
ing Platform 1 to 2 & 3 and 
other  second 12 metre wide 
Foot Over Bridge connecting 
Platform No. 2 & 3 to 4 & 5, 
4 Nos. of Pit Lines & 6 Nos. of 
Stabling lines, Refurbishing 
of New Platform No-1, con-
struction of Concrete Road 
at station area, Construc-
tion of Car Parking area on 
Ganga end, Subways/under-
passes UP-4 towards Jetty, 3 
nos. of 2 lakh gallon capaci-
ty overhead Tank and other 
infrastructural works have 
been completed.

Five Nos. of lifts at the 
station building, four Nos. 
of Escalators connecting 
to Foot Over Bridges from 
Platform No. 1 to Platform 
No 2/3, Four Nos. of Travel-
lators connecting to under-
pass from Platform No 1 to 
Platform No 2/3, four Nos. of 
Escalators connecting Plat-
forms and subway-3 have 
been commissioned.

The remaining develop-
ment works at Shalimar 
Station will be completed 
in a phased manner, en-
suring minimal disruption 
to railway operations while 
enhancing the overall pas-
senger experience. The re-
maining projects include:

• Construction/Extension 
of Platform Shelter over 
Platform No. 2/3

• construction of New Is-
land Platform No. 4/5 with 
two nos. Subway Dispersals 
on Platform 4/5

• Construction of Road 
Over Bridge of span 64.09 
metres

Ramps and one Limited 
Height Subway 

• Installation of CCTV
Public Address system 

etc. 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Metro will oper-
ate 60 services (30 UP + 30 
DN) instead of 262 services 
on Dolyatra i.e. 14.03.2025 
(Friday) in Blue Line. On that 
day, services will start from 
14.30 hrs on this route.
FIRST SERVICE: At 14:30 hrs. 
from Noapara to Kavi Sub-
hash (Instead of 06.50 hrs)
At 14:30 hrs. from Kavi Sub-
hash to Dakshineswar (In-
stead of 06.50 hrs)
At 14:30 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Kavi Subhash 
(Instead of 06.55 hrs)
At 14:30 hrs. from Noapara 
to Dakshineswar (Instead of 
07:04 hrs)
TIMINGS OF THE LAST SER-
VICES WILL REMAIN UN-
CHANGED.
Special night Metro services 
in Blue Line will be avail-
able from Kavi Subhash and 
Dumdum stations at 22.40 
hrs. as usual on that day.
Metro will operate 42 ser-

vices (21 from Esplanade and 
21 from Howrah Maidan) 
instead of 130 services on 
Dolyatra i.e. on 14.03.2025 
(Friday) on Esplanade to 
Howrah Maidan stretch of 
Green Line-2. On that day, 
services will start from 15.00 
hrs on this route.  These ser-
vices will be available at 15 
minutes interval.
On the other hand, total 22 
services (11 services from 
Sealdah and 11 services 
from Salt Lake Sector V) will 
be operated on Sealdah to 
Salt Lake Sector V stretch of 
Green Line-1 instead of 106 
services on that day. These 
services will also start from 
15.00 hrs and will be avail-
able at 30 minutes interval.
ON ESPLANADE TO HOW-
RAH MAIDAN STRETCH OF 
GREEN LINE-2
FIRST SERVICE
At   15.00 hrs from Howrah 
Maidan to Esplanade (In-
stead of 07.00 hrs.)

At   15.00 hrs from Espla-
nade to Howrah Maidan (In-
stead of 07.00 hrs.)
LAST SERVICE
At   20.00 hrs from Howrah 
Maidan to Esplanade (In-
stead of 21.45 hrs.)
At   20.00 hrs from Espla-
nade to Howrah Maidan (In-
stead of 21.45 hrs.)
ON SALT LAKE SECTOR V 
TO SEALDAH STRETCH OF 
GREEN LINE-1
FIRST SERVICE: At   15.00 
hrs from Salt Lake Sector V to 
Sealdah  (Instead of 07.05 hrs.)
At   15.00 hrs from Sealdah 
to Salt Lake Sector V (Instead 
of 06.55  hrs.)
LAST SERVICE
At   20.00 hrs from Salt Lake 
Sector V to Sealdah  (Instead 
of 21.40 hrs.)
At   20.00 hrs from Sealdah 
to Salt Lake Sector V (Instead 
of 21.35  hrs.)
NO SERVICE ON ORANGE 
LINE AND PURPLE LINE ON 
14.03.2025 (DOLYATRA)

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  : In a chilling incident 
that has left Kolkata in shock, three 
members of the Dey family from 
Tangra were brutally murdered, 
revealing a harrowing tale of des-
peration and premeditated actions. 
The victims included two women—
Rumi Dey and SudeshnaDey—and 
a 14-year-old girl, PriyangbadaD-
ey. The primary accused, PrasunD-
ey, has confessed to the murders, 
shedding light on the sequence of 
events leading up to the tragic out-
come.

According to Prasun's confession, 
on the night of February 17, 2025, 
the family consumed payesh (a tra-
ditional Bengali rice pudding) laced 
with crushed sleeping pills and blood 
pressure medications, intending to 
commit collective suicide due to in-

surmountable debts. However, the 
attempt failed as they all woke up 
the following morning. Realizing the 
failure of their initial plan, Prasun 
and his wife, Rumi, decided to take 
more drastic measures. They agreed 
that ending the lives of their children 
first would prevent them from suf-
fering alone if the parents died and 
the children survived.

Prasun and Rumi entered their 
daughter Priyangbada’s room, 
where Prasun suffocated her with 
a pillow while Rumi held her legs. 
Overcome with grief, Rumi cried, 
prompting Prasun to first cut her 
wrist and then slit her throat. He 
then informed his sister-in-law, 
Sudeshna, who requested the same 
fate, and he killed her similarly.

Prasun next targeted his neph-
ew, Pratyay, but the boy resisted 

and pleaded for his life. Pratyay 
was then taken to the third floor by 
his father, Pranoy. After the mur-
ders, Prasun changed clothes, and 
he, along with Pranoy and Pratyay, 
attempted suicide by consuming 
sleeping pills, which failed. They 
later tried to crash their car into a 
metro pillar but survived due to the 
vehicle’s safety features.

Additionally, the discovery of 
medical insurance documents in 
the house has led investigators to 
question the authenticity of the sui-
cide narrative, as such documents 
would be unnecessary if the entire 
family intended to die.  PrasunDey 
has been arrested and is currently 
in police custody. The investigation 
is ongoing as authorities seek to un-
cover the full extent of the circum-
stances leading to this tragic event. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Kol-
kata Police has formally proposed 
setting up an outpost inside Ja-
davpur University, aiming to en-
hance surveillance on the campus. 
A letter has been sent from Lalba-
zar, the city police headquarters, to 
the university authorities regard-
ing the matter. Sources indicate 
that police have requested a total 
of 4,000 square feet of space with-
in the campus, with 2,000 square 
feet allocated for the outpost and 
the remaining 2,000 square feet 
designated for a police barrack. 
However, concerns have emerged 
within the university administra-
tion regarding space constraints. 
Reports suggest that Jadavpur 

University is already struggling 
with a lack of space for new class-
rooms, raising questions about 
whether it can accommodate the 
police’s request. The issue is ex-
pected to be discussed in an up-
coming Executive Council meeting. 
Meanwhile, a section of Jadavpur 
University students, particularly 
those affiliated with the Students’ 
Federation of India (SFI), finds 
itself in legal discomfort follow-
ing recent court proceedings. The 
Kolkata High Court has ruled that 
students must cooperate with the 
ongoing police investigation and 
provide access to mobile phones if 
required for investigative purposes. 
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh, presiding 

over the case, has directed the state 
government to submit an affidavit 
on the matter. The next hearing is 
scheduled for April. The court re-
frained from interfering with the 
police investigation, stating that 
if any accused students, including 
FIR-named UdipanKundu, wish to 
challenge the demand for their mo-
bile data, they may appeal before 
a magistrate. Observing the case, 
Justice Ghosh remarked, "How can 
the court issue an order preventing 
the police from obtaining a mobile 
device as part of an ongoing inves-
tigation?" The ruling indicates that 
while students have legal avenues 
to contest data access, the police 
will retain investigative authority.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Due 
to Track & Over Head Equip-
ment maintenance work in 
various section over Howrah 
Division, Traffic Block has 
been planned on 16.03.2025. 
Consequently following ar-
rangements in train running 
have been made as under:
*Cancellation of Train on 
16.03.2025 (Sunday):-*
• From Howrah - : 36033, 
36823
• From Chandanpur: 36034
• From Barddhaman: 36836
*Rescheduling Of Trains on 
16.03.2025 (Sunday):*
• 36825 Howrah – Barddha-
man Local (Via Chord Line) 
will leave Howrah at 11:50 
hrs. instead of 11:22 hrs.
• 36838 Barddhaman – How-
rah Local (Via Chord Line) 
will leave Barddhaman at 
12:15 hrs. instead of 11:48 
hrs.
Moreover, 37812 Barddha-
man – Howrah local will be 
controlled 30 minutes en-
route on 16.03.2025.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In 
a fresh controversy, Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) MLA 
HumayunKabir has been is-
sued a showcause notice by 
the party’s disciplinary com-
mittee following his remarks 
against Leader of the Op-
position, SuvenduAdhikari. 
The decision came after a 
high-level discussion in the 
West Bengal Assembly on 
Thursday, with Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee in-
structing strict action. Kabir 
has been given 24 hours to 
respond. Additionally, Min-
ister Siddiqullah Chowdhury 
has been advised to refrain 
from making any statements 
on the matter.

The controversy erupted 
after SuvenduAdhikari made 
a remark that triggered 
strong reactions from Kabir. 
Speaking outside the Assem-
bly on Thursday, Kabir ques-
tioned why the administra-
tion had not taken suo-motu 
action against Adhikari for 
his comments. He accused 
the police of inaction and 
criticized the authorities for 
allowing communal tensions 
to escalate.

“If SuvenduAdhikari con-
tinues his attacks on an en-
tire community and does not 
retract his statement, send 
him to Murshidabad. Let us 
know in advance when he is 
coming, and I will ensure he 
is surrounded. He must with-
draw his words, or he will 
see what happens in Murshi-
dabad,” Kabir warned.

Kabir also asserted that 
his community’s honor 
came before his political al-
legiance. “My community 
comes first, not my party. If 
you attack my people, do you 
think I will remain silent? I 
will not spare Suvendu un-
less he withdraws his re-
marks,” he declared.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The investigation into the app 
cab murder case involving the 
recovery of a businessman’s body 
inside a trolley bag has advanced 
significantly. Detectives from 
Ghola Police Station have con-
tacted the family of the deceased, 
Bhagarama Singh, in Rajasthan. 
Reports indicate that his rela-
tives will soon travel to Kolkata. 
On Wednesday midnight, the ar-
rested suspects, Krish and Karan, 
were taken to the crime scene 
for a reconstruction of events. 
Investigators made them reenact 
the crime inside the house where 
the murder allegedly took place. 
During interrogation, the sus-
pects revealed that they had 
been working with Bhagarama 
Singh for over five months. How-
ever, the businessman reportedly 
failed to repay a substantial sum 
despite multiple reminders. The 
tension escalated over the past 
week, culminating in the mur-
der. Krish confessed to slitting 
Bhagarama’s throat, but inves-
tigators suspect Karan was also 
actively involved in the killing. 
Forensic experts will visit the 
crime scene, and authorities plan 
to reconstruct the entire sequence 
of events, including how the sus-
pects transported the body from 
MukhtaramBabu Street to Ghola. 
The crime unraveled when the 
two accused hired a cab from Na-
gerbazar and asked the driver to 
stop at a secluded location along 
Kalyani Expressway. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Traffic Block in connection 
with Track Maintenance 
work on UP line between 
Patuli & Dainhat stations 
in Bandel – Katwa section 
on 14.03.2025 which was 
planned earlier, has been 
cancelled due to Holi festival 
and the same Block for 210 
minutes has been planned 
on 16.03.2025. Accordingly, 
the trains which was earlier 
cancelled for this work has 
been restored on 14.03.2025 
and following cancellation of 
trains on 16.03.2025 are as 
under:  
Restoration of trains on 
14.03.2025 (Friday):
From Bandel: 37741
From Katwa: 37742
Cancellation of trains on 
16.03.2025 (Sunday):
From Bandel: 37741
From Katwa: 37742
It may be mentioned that, 
Block will be commence after 
passing of 13033 UP & 37743 
UP will be the first train after 
cancellation of Block.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The Left Front Chairman 
and veteran CPIM leader 
Biman Basu raises his voice 
for a peaceful participation 
of religious festivities sans 
animosity. 

According to Basu, “With 
Dol Yatra/Holi and Ramzaan 
coinciding, we on behalf of 
CPIM and Left Front appeals 
to all section of people not to 
fall into the trap laid by com-
munal forces. Both BJP and 
TMC are playing communal 
cards on competitive spirit. 
Do not let them score.” “We 
also do criticize anti minori-
ty approach of BJP govern-
ments at different states re-
garding Holi and Ramzaan.” 
He added.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
In a shocking revelation of 
document forgery, a resident 
of Baguiati, Kolkata, has been 
arrested for attempting to ob-
tain multiple passports using 
the same Aadhaar number. 
The accused, identified as 
TridipMondal, was appre-
hended at Sealdah Station on 
Thursday. According to police 
sources, TridipMondal, a res-
ident of Jyangra in Baguiati, 
was actively involved in forg-
ing documents to create fake 
passports. Investigators allege 
that he not only tried to ac-
quire multiple passports un-
der different names using his 
own Aadhaar number but also 
assisted others in obtaining 
fraudulent travel documents. 
This arrest follows an ear-
lier crackdown in January 
by the ChandannagarCom-
missionerate, which led to 
the arrest of three individu-
als linked to a fake passport 
racket. Tridip was reportedly 
working as an agent for this 
network. Following inter-
rogations of the previously 
arrested individuals, the po-
lice traced Tridip’s involve-
ment, ultimately lead to his 
arrest by the Bhadreswar 
Police at Sealdah Station. 
The state-wide crackdown on 
fake passports is intensifying. 
Kolkata Police has already 
arrested several key opera-
tives of the racket, and their 
interrogations are shedding 
light on the masterminds be-
hind the operation. Investiga-
tors suspect that this forgery 
network has played a signif-
icant role in facilitating ille-
gal immigration, particularly 
aiding Bangladeshi nationals 
in entering India. 



MI News Service, Kolkata:    The Indian Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) successfully hosted its 7th Social Im-
pact Summit & Awards celebrating transformative Cor-
porate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. Themed 
"Innovate for Impact: Shaping a Sustainable Future," 
the event convened industry leaders, policymakers, 
and social entrepreneurs to explore groundbreaking 
solutions for societal progress.

Addressing Women Empowerment: A Pillar of Prog-
ress, Agnimitra Paul, emphasized that, "We do not seek 
empowerment—we already possess it. The challenge is 
to eliminate barriers and create an environment where 
every woman realizes her potential," she remarked. 
She highlighted transformative government initiatives 
like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Ujjwala Yojana, and the 
33% reservation for women in Parliament as crucial 
steps towards true empowerment.

Anshu Gupta stressed, "Real change demands a shift 
from symptomatic solutions to tackling core issues—
ensuring water security to improve education, pre-
venting forced migration for sustainable progress," he 
asserted.

Krishna Nirmalya Sen highlighted India's CSR 
growth, citing ₹29,986.92 crore in corporate contribu-
tions in FY 2022-23, significantly advancing education, 
healthcare, and environmental sustainability.

The summit underscored the necessity of innovation, 
collaboration, and policy-driven action to drive lasting 
social impact.

For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com
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Eastern Railway gears up to ensure smooth 
travel experience during Holi festival

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Holi 
and Dol Yatra, the vibrant festivals 
of colours, are best celebrated with 
family and friends. During this 
festive period, people travel exten-
sively to reunite with their loved 
ones or visit popular holiday des-
tinations. As Holi falls on a week-
end this year, the demand for train 
travel has surged to unprecedented 
levels. Understanding the height-
ened demand, Eastern Railway 
has made special arrangements to 
ensure passengers can celebrate 
the festival without disruption. In 
addition to its regular services, 
Eastern Railway is operating Holi 
Special Trains to various popular 
destinations to accommodate the 
increased passenger traffic. Travel-
ers who could not secure confirmed 
tickets on regular trains can avail 
themselves of these special services 
for a hassle-free journey.

For the convenience of passen-
gers, Eastern Railway has already 
planned to run 18 Holi Special 
Trains in different directions, cov-

ering a total of 86 trips, including 
both Up and Down directions. The 
details of these special train ser-
vices are Sealdah & New Jalpaigu-
ri: 4 trips, Malda Town & Charlapa-
lli: 2 trips, Howrah & Anand Vihar 
Terminal: 18 trips, Malda Town & 
Udhna: 4 trips, Kolkata & Puri: 6 
trips, Malda Town & Pune: 2 trips, 
Malda Town & Anand Vihar Termi-
nal: 2 trips, Malda Town & Delhi: 
4 trips, Howrah & Raxaul: 6 trips, 
Sealdah & Gorakhpur: 6 trips, Kol-
kata & Patna: 2 trips, Kolkata & 
Jaynagar: 2 trips, Howrah & Khati-
pura: 4 trips, Howrah & New Jal-
paiguri: 4 trips, Kolkata & Lalkuan: 
6 trips, Kolkata & Kanpur Central: 
14 trips. Moreover, 2 Unreserved 
Holi Special Trains viz. Asansol 
– Patna – Asansol, Asansol – Gor-
akhpur – Asansol, covering a total 
of 4 trips operated. The services of 
these Holi Special Trains have com-
menced from March 6, 2025, and 
will continue until the end of March 
2025. Additional Measures Taken:

Deployment of substantial num-

ber of staff:
To manage the huge crowds 

during this Holi period, Eastern 
Railway has deployed a substan-
tial number of Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) personnel at key sta-
tions across the Divisions of East-
ern Railway to ensure effective 
crowd management. RPF and com-
mercial teams alongwith senior 
officials of Divisions are actively 
monitoring passenger movement, 
maintaining orderly queues during 
boarding and de-boarding, and en-
suring overall safety and security 
at railway premises.

War Room Setup: For effective 
crowd management, Eastern Rail-
way set up War Rooms at Division-
al level & Headquarters level for 
monitoring the situation on 24X7 
basis.

Holding Areas: Designated ar-
eas with tents have been set up 
for waiting passengers, along with 
help booths to assist travellers.

Drinking Water Facilities: Ad-
equate drinking water arrange-

ments have been made at key sta-
tions.

Crowd Management: Enhanced 
crowd control measures on Foot 
Over Bridges (FOBs).

Signage & Announcements: 
Availability of adequate train in-
dication boards, coach indication 
boards, digital clocks, and an-
nouncement systems at important 
stations.

CCTV Monitoring: 24x7 monitor-
ing of platform-wise crowd condi-
tions.

Cleanliness & Hygiene: Main-
taining cleanliness and hygiene 
remains a top priority for Eastern 
Railway. Comprehensive measures 
have been implemented to ensure 
clean surroundings at stations and 
on trains, providing passengers 
with a pleasant travel experience.

Eastern Railway urges passen-
gers to cooperate by maintaining 
cleanliness during their journey. 
Keeping the environment clean is 
essential to make everyone’s jour-
ney joyful and comfortable.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  The 
National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) and the 
Association of Indian Univer-
sities (AIU) have joined forces 
to enhance academic creden-
tial verification and integrate 
skill-based courses into higher 
education across India.

The collaboration will es-
tablish a technology-driven 
verification system for aca-
demic and skill qualifications, 
utilizing the National Aca-
demic Depository (NAD) and 
institution-level data. This ini-
tiative will streamline verifica-
tion processes for universities 
and colleges through online 
interfaces or API integration.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signed in New 
Delhi outlines the initiative’s 
goal to improve the credibility 

of Indian qualifications global-
ly. The ‘NSDC Trust Platform’ 
will act as the backbone for 
credential validation, with AIU 
promoting its adoption among 
Indian and foreign institutions 
to ensure direct verification 
from issuing authorities.

বিজ্ঞবতি
আমার মক্কেল সবিতা দাস স্ামী সজল দাস সাং-উত্তর 

ঝাপরদহ, থানা-ড�ামজুড়, ডজলা-হাওড়া, অবজত দাস 

বপতা ড�াঁতন চন্দ্র দাস,ইহার পক্ষে বনযুক্ত আমক্মাক্তার 

মক্নাজ দাস বপতা অবজত দাস এর বনকট হইক্ত 

রাজস্াক্নর Ajmer sub registrar, Amer  অবিক্স 

ডরক্জব্রিকৃত 3003154/2024 নম্বর আমক্মাক্তার নামা 

দবলল দ্ারা এিং ড�ৌতম মন্ডল,অপুমন্ডল,িরুন কুমার 

মন্ডল ও সুলতা মন্ডল ইহাক্দর পক্ষে বনযুক্ত আমক্মাক্তার 

সজল দাস বপতা ড�ালানাথ দাস এর বনকট হইক্ত 

ADSR ড�ামজুড় অবিক্স ডরক্জব্রিকৃত 40-
1476/2024 নম্বর আমক্মাক্তার নামা দবলল দ্ারা  

থানা-ড�ামজুড়,ডমৌজা-উত্তর ঝাপরদহ,ডজ.এল নং ৯,হাল 

৭৩২ নম্বর খবতয়াক্ন, হাল ১১৩ নম্বর দাক্� ডমাট ২৫ 

শতক সম্পবত্ত 40-2793/2024 ও 40-
3123/2024 নম্বর দবলল মুক্ল ক্রয় কবরয়া নাম 

পত্তক্নর  আক্িদন কক্রন।উক্ত বিষক্য় দাতার িা সংবলিষ্ট 

কাহাক্রা ডকাক্না আপবত্ত থাবকক্ল বিজ্ঞবতি প্রকাক্শর এক 

মাক্সর মক্্যে B.L & LRO ড�ামজুড় অবিস এর বনকট 

আবপল করক্ত পাক্রন,অনযেথায় আইনানু� কায্য হইক্ি 

Alok kumar Bhattacharya   
Advocate

NOTICE 
That my client Sri Kamakshya 
Prasad Chatterjee, S/o. Sri Chandan  
Chatterjee, of 10/1, Desh Bandhu 
Nagar Road, P.O. Hindmotor, P.S.  
Uttarpara, District Hooghly, PIN-
712233, is willing to purchase land 
area of 18 Satak or 10 (ten) Cottahs 
15 (fifteen) Chittacks with building, 
at Mouza -Kotrung, J.L. No. 8, R.S. 
Dag No. 1106 under R. S. Khatian No. 
793, L. R. Dag No. 1938, under L. R.  
Khatian No. 205/1, Municipal  
Holding No. 244/2, Battala Bye Lane,  
within Ward No. 7 of Uttarpara-Kotrung  
Municipality, P.O. Hindmotor, P.S.  
Uttarpara, District Hooghly, PIN712233. 
If anybody have any objection or 
claim regarding the above mentioned  
property please inform me at the  
following address with valid  
document within a period of 7 (seven) 
days hereof, otherwise no objection or 
claim shall be entertained. 

Arindam Datta 
Advocate, High Court, 

E-Tender Notice 
Prodhan, Hantal Anantabati Gram 
Panchayet. under Jajatballavpur 
Block. Howrah invites E-Tender 
Reference No-
HAGP/NICT/32/2025(SL-NO-1-8 no.s) 
dated-12/03/2025 

Last date of Submisson of  
Bid-20/03/2015 upto-1.00 pm 

Bid opening date- 22/03/2025.  
at 1.05 Pm 

For more infromation visit https// 
www.wbtender.gov.in. 

Sd/-
Prodhan 

Hantal Anantabati GP 

ICC hosts 7th Social  Impact Summit & Awards

NSDC and AIU partner to revolutionize 
academic credential verification  
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SCIENTISTS

FOUND FOUR

TINY PLANETS

ORBITING 

ONE OF OUR

NEAREST STARS

Astronomers have revealed new evidence that there are
not just one but four tiny planets circling around
Barnard's Star, the second-nearest star system to Earth.

The four planets, each only about 20 to 30% the mass
of Earth, are so close to their home star that they zip
around the entire star in a matter of days. That proba-
bly means they are too hot to be habitable, but the find
is a new benchmark for discovering smaller planets
around nearby stars.

"It's a really exciting find -- Barnard's Star is our cos-
mic neighbor, and yet we know so little about it," said
Ritvik Basant, Ph.D student at the University of Chicago
and first author on the study. "It's signaling a break-
through with the precision of these new instruments
from previous generations."

The finding adds weight to a November study by a
team using a different telescope, which had found strong
evidence for one planet around Barnard's Star and hints
at others.

The new study, which
included scientists with the
Gemini Observatory/National
Science Foundation
NOIRLab, Heidelberg
University, and the University
of Amsterdam, is published
March 11 in The
Astrophysical Journal
Letters.

For a century,
astronomers have been
studying Barnard's Star in
hopes of finding planets around it. First discovered by E.
E. Barnard at Yerkes Observatory in 1916, it is the near-
est system that has the same configuration we do -- i.e.,
with only one star. (The absolute nearest star system to
us, Proxima Centauri, has three stars circling each other,
which changes the dynamics of planet formation and
orbits).

Barnard's Star is a type called an M dwarf star, which
we now know are extremely numerous in the universe.
Scientists, therefore, would like to know more about
what kinds of planets they host.

The trouble is that these faraway planets are far too
tiny to be seen next to the brilliance of their stars, even
with our most powerful telescopes. That means scien-
tists have had to get creative to search for them.

One such effort was led by UChicago Prof. Jacob
Bean, whose team created and installed an instrument
called MAROON-X, which is attached to the Gemini
Telescope on a Hawaiian mountaintop and designed
specifically to search for distant planets.

The four planets, each

only about 20 to 30% the

mass of Earth, are so

close to their home star

that they zip around the

entire star in a matter of

days. That probably

means they are too hot

to be habitable.

Blood test shows promise for early detection of dementia
QUEBEC: A simple blood test
for people with a certain
sleep disorder may help pre-
dict the development of
dementia years before symp-
toms occur, according to a
new study.

Idiopathic REM sleep
behaviour disorder (iRBD)
causes people to physically
act out their dreams while
sleeping. The disorder is also
associated with a very high
risk of Parkinson's disease
and a related condition
called Dementia with Lewy
Bodies. This is a form of
dementia that often causes
memory and cognitive loss,
as well as vivid visual hallu-
cinations and movement dif-
ficulties similar to
Parkinson's.

McGill University
researchers have discovered
that a blood test, originally
developed to detect
Alzheimer's disease, could
also identify which patients
with the iRBD sleep disorder
are most likely to develop
Dementia with Lewy Bodies.
The blood test analyzes two
proteins in the blood that
serve as biomarkers for
Alzheimer's.

"Detecting dementia risk
early could have significant
implications for how doctors
guide patients, helping them
plan for the future and
potentially allowing for more
personalized, effective treat-
ments," said Dr Ronald
Postuma, a Professor in
McGill's Department of

Neurology and a clinical
researcher at The Neuro
(Montreal Neurological
Institute-Hospital).

Researchers followed 150

iRBD patients, testing their
blood for the biomarkers and
tracking their health annual-
ly. Remarkably, the blood
test, taken four years before,

predicted dementia in almost
90 per cent of the patients
who later developed the dis-
ease. This study also sug-
gests the early stages of

Parkinson's and Alzheimer's
have more in common than
previously thought.

"Our findings suggest
that Alzheimer's treatments
could also be tested in
patients with this sleep dis-
order. Perhaps, if treatments
start early enough, Dementia
with Lewy Bodies can be
prevented," said first author
Dr Aline Delva, who was a
research fellow at The Neuro
during the study.

The research team plans
to expand the study to con-
firm how well the test can
predict dementia risk in
patients with diagnosed
Parkinson's disease as well
as other populations at risk
for Dementia with Lewy
Bodies.

MISSOURI: Good parenting can
make a huge difference as new-
borns learn to communicate
and process information. An
increasing amount of early
childhood development research
has indicated that parent train-
ing is a worthwhile investment
in improving childhood out-
comes.

However, there may be a
limit to how much skillful par-
enting may boost a newborn's
language and cognitive skills,
particularly if the family is
experiencing substantial depri-
vation.

Researchers at Washington
University in St. Louis wanted
to see how "prenatal social dis-
advantage," a newborn's brain
volumes and parenting factor
into cognitive and language
abilities. Prenatal social disad-
vantage refers to not having the
resources to meet a family's
basic needs. To do this, they
recruited from obstetric clinics
in St. Louis to find pregnant

people from a broad variety of
backgrounds.

They followed up with
approximately 200 new mothers
and their newborns at ages 1
and 2 to conduct parenting
observations along with lan-
guage and cognition assess-
ments. What they found was

that prenatal social disadvan-
tage is associated with lower
cognition and language scores
and that supportive parenting
behaviors could improve those
indicators -- but only up to a
point.

The research, published in
the Journal of Pediatrics, can
help inform how to improve the
effectiveness of prenatal and
early childhood interventions.

Researcher Deanna Barch
describes "social disadvantage"
as a spectrum of how much a
family's financial needs are
being met. Barch is vice dean of
research and a professor of psy-
chological and brain sciences in
Arts & Sciences and the
Gregory B. Couch Professor of
Psychiatry at the School of
Medicine.

If someone has basic needs
covered such as stable access to
housing, food and insurance,
"then parenting can make a dif-
ference," Barch said. "But if
basic needs are not met, that's

probably what is constraining
cognition, and parenting doesn't
have the opportunity to have
the positive influence."

Supportive parenting may
not be able overcome the "hit"
that deprivation causes to a
newborn's brain development.
The research can be helpful in
developing social programs that
invest in prenatal care and par-
ent training.

First author Shelby Leverett,
a PhD student in neuroscience
at WashU Medicine, explained
they were initially surprised by
the results because much of the
scientific literature shows that
parenting skills can be an effec-
tive intervention target, but the
majority of those findings may
be based on a narrower, more
advantaged, sampling of the
"social disadvantage" spectrum.

"It's really important that we
aim to support families so we
can eliminate disadvantage and
kids have a chance to develop
optimally," Leverett said.

Good parenting helps, but has limits under major deprivation
SUPPORTIVE 
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CAUSES TO A NEW-
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Study group formed
to know if water pol-
lution occurs due to
immersion of PoP idols
MUMBAI: Maharashtra minister Pankaja

Munde on Wednesday said a study group has

been formed by the state government's sci-

ence and technology commission to ascertain

whether pollution occurs due to immersion of

Plaster of Paris (PoP) idols in water bodies.

The Environment and Climate Change

Minister told the state legislative assembly

that the study group has been formed by the

Rajiv Gandhi Science and Technology

Commission headed by nuclear physicist Dr

Anil Kakodkar.

Responding to a calling attention motion,

Munde said the state government was taking

steps to follow the pollution norms, but at the

same time not let the businesses and festivi-

ties be affected due to the ban on the use of

PoP for making idols.

Tall idols of Lord Ganesh are made from

PoP, which are installed during the 10-day

Ganesh festival celebrated on a large scale

across Maharashtra.

Munde said on

January 21, she

held a meeting

with several MLAs

and Women and

C h i l d

D e v e l o p m e n t

Minister Aditi

Tatkare over the

Bombay High

Court's directive

to strictly comply

with the Central

Pollution Control

Board (CPCB)

guidelines that

ban the use of

idols made of PoP

and their immer-

sion in water bodies.

According to her, the MLAs stated that

some NGOs and scientists are of the opinion

that PoP does not lead to pollution of water

bodies.

"I also asked (them to give) for scientific

reasons behind it (that PoP does not lead to

pollution) and we will send them to the CPCB

and take a decision accordingly," Munde said.

The issue is not only emotive but also the

one related to employment, Munde said.

She said Cultural Affairs Minister Ashish

Shelar visited the Rajiv Gandhi Science and

Technology Commission's office in Mumbai

and requested its officials to explain what kind

of pollution occurs due to the PoP idols. The

commission accepted it.

"A study group has been formed and a

report will be presented before the court.

Evidence (that PoP idols do not lead to pollu-

tion) needs to be given to the CPCB. We are

gathering evidence and telling the CPCB about

it," Munde said.

When asked by NCP MLA Anil Patil whether

the state government will file a review petition

in the Bombay High Court, Munde said the

department was positive about it.

RESPONDING TO A

CALLING ATTENTION

MOTION, MUNDE

SAID THE STATE GOV-

ERNMENT WAS TAK-

ING STEPS TO FOL-

LOW THE POLLUTION

NORMS, BUT AT THE

SAME TIME NOT LET

THE BUSINESSES AND

FESTIVITIES BE

AFFECTED DUE TO

THE BAN ON THE USE

OF POP FOR MAKING

IDOLS.



MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  At this moment 
Achievers Site is the prime 
centre for NEET - JEE coach-
ing. Irfad Ahmedh Khan, the 
founder  has taken care of 
the standard of this institu-
tion in holistic terms which 
is very modern and updated 
in terms of technology and 
curriculam. A teacher by 
himself, Khan is dedicated to 
the overall upliftment of the 
Muslim society. Achiever Site 
has opened up a new horizen 
to the aspiring  muslim stu-
dents to make career, they 
way they need with all sorts 

of facility. This effort helps 
students to do well at JEE 
exams and wipes out exam-
phobia from students.

Khan created this venture 
on 2020 at Birshibpur(How-
rah), very near to Uluberia. 
It takes the way of Kharag-

pur railway line.
Dedicated teachers of 

15 are religiously teach-
ing physics, chemistry, and 
mathematics for the aspiring 
students in the best possi-
ble manner. That is why 55 
students have got chance to 
become doctors passing out 
from this institution only. 
They are pursuing medical at 
top medical colleges of West 
Bengal, both top government  
and private medical col-
leges. Achiever Site envisag-
es providing free education 
to atleast 3 poor and needy 
students. At Nayabaz (Sa-

tragachi), Khan has already 
opened up a new and second 
campus of this iconic insti-
tution. The serene, yet edu-
cation friendly atmosphere 
of this great institution pro-
vides a very congeneal atmo-
sphere to the students to exel 
in every sphere of life along 
with studies. It has been 
the dream of Irfan Ahmedh 
Khan to create a ' master 
class' institution for muslim 
students to nurture their 
dreams and he has convert-
ed the most cherished dream 
to a well knit  reality for the 
generation next.

MI News Service,  
Guwahati:  Mahbubul Ho-
que, Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology Meghalaya (USTM), 
was re-arrested by the 
Dhekiajuli police on Wednes-
day, just one day after being 
granted bail in a previous 
case.

Hoque had originally been 
detained on February 22 un-
der allegations of accepting 
money to facilitate cheating 
during the CBSE Class 12 
Physics examination.

His initial arrest was part 
of a larger investigation into 
exam malpractices, which 
also led to the detention of 
five professors from USTM.

The controversy sur-
rounding Hoque escalated 
when Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma pub-
licly disclosed a list of 209 
students who were alleged-
ly promised higher marks 
through fraudulent means. 
Following his first arrest, 
Hoque was granted bail by 
the Gauhati High Court on 
March 3.

However, his re-arrest on 
Wednesday highlights ongo-
ing legal challenges, and au-
thorities have yet to reveal 
the specific charges leading 
to this subsequent detention.

Reports suggest that Ho-
que has been taken to Tez-
pur for further interroga-

tion. His time as Chancellor 
at USTM has been marked 
by tensions with state au-
thorities, with the most no-
table criticism coming from 
the Assam Chief Minister, 
who previously accused him 
of involvement in the contro-

versial ‘flood jihad’ allega-
tions.

The unfolding legal pro-
ceedings have raised con-
cerns about the integrity of 
the examination system and 
broader educational practic-
es in the region. As the in-
vestigation progresses, there 
is an expectation that au-
thorities will provide more 
details to clarify the extent 
of the allegations and their 
potential impact on the ac-
ademic community, particu-
larly at USTM. The case con-
tinues to attract attention, 
as it could have far-reaching 
consequences for education-
al standards and governance 
in the region. 

MI News Service,  
Mumbai:  Maharash-
tra Samajwadi Party (SP) 
MLA Abu Azmi on Thurs-
day called for harmony 
and mutual respect as 
Holi and the Ramadan 
Friday prayers coincide 
on March 14, urging 
people to celebrate with 
peace.

The overlap of the Hin-
du festival and the special 
Friday prayers of Rama-
dan has led to political 
debates, with discussions 
on adjusting schedules to 
maintain order.

In several areas, local 
communities have volun-

tarily modified timings 
to avoid conflicts. Some 
mosques have extended 
prayer hours, while Holi 
processions in certain 
places have been short-
ened or rescheduled.

Speaking to IANS, Azmi 
emphasised the impor-
tance of India’s “Ganga 
Jamuni” culture, where 
different communities co-
exist harmoniously.

“Holi is here, and so is 
the Juma prayer of Ra-
madan. Everyone has the 
right to celebrate their 
own festivals. In this coun-
try, we live like brothers,” 
he said.

Addressing potential 
conflicts, he urged people 
to act with restraint. He 
said that the Juma Namaz 
during Ramadan was very 
important for the Mus-
lims.

“Juma Namaz during 
Ramadan is not offered 
in small mosques but in 
large ones. In such situa-
tions, no one should forc-
ibly put colours on others 
to provoke or create dis-
putes. I also urge my Mus-
lim brothers that even if 
someone throws colour 
on you, let it go and move 
on,” he said.

Meanwhile, Azmi re-

mains embroiled in legal 
trouble over his remarks 
defending Mughal rul-
er Aurangzeb, for which 
multiple FIRs have been 
registered against him.

He filed an anticipatory 
bail plea in Mumbai Ses-
sions Court, which grant-
ed him conditional relief. 
As per the court’s order, 
he must appear before 
the investigating officer 
and refrain from tamper-
ing with evidence.

On Thursday, he arrived 
at the Marine Drive police 
station to comply with the 
investigation.

Speaking on the case, 
he stated, “I only have to 
mark my attendance for 
three days. As for the ev-
idence, how can I tamper 
with something already 
recorded on video? My 
statement is the evidence, 
and it’s all documented on 
video, so how can anyone 
manipulate it?”

MI News Service,  
Firozabad:  A video of a 
Muslim man offering prayer 
inside a government hospital 
in Firozabad in Uttar Pradesh 
had gone viral on social me-
dia. Although Namaz takes 
not more than 20 minutes, 
Hindutva extremists have 
widely criticised the man.

Reacting to the incident, 
BJP MLA Ketki Singh in her 
controversial statement said 
that a separate ward must be 
allocated for Muslims.

She said, “Muslims have a 
problem with Hindu festivals 
like Holi, Ram navami and 
Durga Puja. probably they 
also have a problem getting 
their treatment done along 
with Hindus. I will request 
Maharaj ji, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath to allocate 
a separate ward for Muslims 
so that they are treated sep-
arately.”

“Who knows what will 
happen if they spit on us? We 
must ensure our safety,” she 
remarked.

Her shocking statements 
on Muslims has brought 
criticism from the public 
who accused her of trying to 

spread propaganda and ha-
tred against Muslims.

However, many Hindutva 
organisations came in her 
support and said that Mus-
lims offering prayers inside 
a hospital is an attempt to 
prove their religious dom-
inance. Expressing the or-
ganisation’s outrage, Hindu 
Vahini leader Hridesh Shar-
ma said, “The administra-
tion has passed a rule that 
no new practice should be 
started. Offering prayers 
within the premises is unac-

ceptable.”
Surprisingly, the hospital 

management also came in 
favour of these Hindu or-
ganisations. Chief Medical 
Superintendent  (CMS) Dr. 
Naveen Jain in a statement 
confirmed that an investiga-
tion is underway regarding 
who the individual is and the 
staff present during the time. 
He said, “Namaz should be 
offered in a mosque.

Right wing groups have 
also demanded stricter ac-
tion against those who al-

lowed the Muslim man to 
pray.

Many users took to their 
X handles to express their 
shock over the incident be-
ing called an ‘attempt to 
prove dominance.’ Several 
users pointed out the lack 
of infrastructure facilities 
in many hospitals. They al-
leged that instead of focus-
ing on the development, the  
BJP is trying to polarize a 
routine situation by stirring 
up unnecessary controversy 
and debate.

MI News Service,  
Firozabad:  In Uttar 
Pradesh’s Varanasi district, 
two Muslim brothers, Ni-
yaz Ahmed and Khurshid 
Ahmed, were brutally as-
saulted by a group of about 
a dozen individuals who had 
come to their village to col-
lect donations for the Holi 
festival.

The attack, which took 
place in Dindayalpur vil-
lage, was accompanied by 
religious slurs and forced 
chanting of the Hindu slogan 
“Jai Shri Ram.” The broth-
ers were beaten with sharp 
weapons and sticks, leaving 
them with severe injuries.

Niyaz Ahmed, the elder 
of the two, was away at a 
nearby mosque offering 
Taraweeh prayers when the 
group arrived at his house 
to ask for donations. Upon 
returning, Niyaz was at-
tacked from behind after a 
brief argument. The group 
allegedly hurled abuses and 
religious slurs at him.

He was struck on his head, 
shoulder, and back, causing 
him to fall unconscious. In 
a viral video shared on so-
cial media, Niyaz is seen 

with a bandage on his head, 
and his shirt is stained with 
blood.

In the same video, Niyaz 
mentions that he knows the 
attackers but has no per-
sonal conflict with them. 
He also emphasized that he 
keeps to himself and doesn’t 
interact with others in the 
area unless necessary.

As the attack continued, 
his younger brother, Khur-
shid Ahmed, intervened in 
an attempt to stop the as-
sault. However, Khurshid 
was also beaten severely, 
suffering injuries to his head 

and shoulder. He recounts 
that he and Niyaz were 
both forced to chant “Jai 
Shri Ram” and were beat-
en with sticks when they 
refused. The attackers, ini-
tially around a dozen, were 
later joined by others in the 
assault.

The incident has sparked 
outrage on social media, 
with users tagging the Vara-
nasi police and district mag-
istrate, demanding swift ac-
tion. In response, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police for 
the Varuna Zone confirmed 
that an FIR had been filed at 

Sarnath Police Station, and 
legal proceedings were un-
derway. 

The case has raised con-
cerns about the safety and 
security of minorities in the 
region, with some social 
media users criticizing the 
state government. One user 
pointed out the contradicto-
ry statements from the Yogi 
Adityanath government, re-
ferring to an incident where 
a local official had advised 
Muslims to stay indoors 
during Holi, yet the brothers 
were not even safe within 
their own home.

Achievers Site:  A booster for generation next

USTM Chancellor Mahbubul Hoque 
arrested again, taken to Tezpur

SP leader Abu Azmi calls for peaceful Holi, Ramadan Friday Prayers

Hindutva Organisations create 
uproar after Muslim man 

offers prayer inside hospital

Two Muslim brothers 
assaulted in UP’s Varanasi 
during Holi donation drive

Kolkata, Friday
14 March 2025

Mahbubul Hoque, founder chancel-
lor USTM.

Two Muslim brothers were assaulted with sharp weapons and sticks and forced to chant the Hindu slogan of Jai Shri Ram.
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Jharkhand clinches maiden 15th Hockey India

Senior National Women Hockey Championship
PC JHA

RANCHI : Jharkhand's girls creat-
ing history in the 15th Hockey
India Senior Women National
Championship 2025 organized in
Panchkula Haryana from March 1
to 12, Jharkhand Hockey Team
emerged champions for the first
time by defeating Hockey Haryana
by 4-3 goals in penalty shootout at
Haryana soil in the final match.

Delighted Chief Minister
Hemant Soren congratulated
Jharkhand's women hockey team
and said, "Well done daugh-
ters...Jharkhand became national
champion... Many congratulations
and johar to the daughters of
Jharkhand for defeating Haryana
in the final of the 15th Hockey
India Senior National Women's
Hockey Championship 2025.
Hearty congratulations to all the
other teams who displayed their
excellent game in the champi-
onship."

President Bholanath Singh
announced to give Rs. 02.00 lakh
to the winning team from Hockey
Jharkhand.  Earlier, Jharkhand

team became runner-up for the
first time by reaching the final 10
years ago in 2015. Jharkhand lock
horn with its arch rival host

Haryana team 1-1 in the field
match. Pramodani Lakra scored
for Jharkhand team in the field
match, while Rani scored for

Haryana and the match went into
penalty shoot-out. Rajni Kerketta,
Nirali Kujur, Binima Dhan and
captain Albela Rani Toppo scored
for Jharkhand team in penalty
shoot-out, while Sammi failed to
score a big goal. On Jharkhand
team winning for the first time in
Senior National, Hockey
Jharkhand President Mr.
Bholanath Singh announced to
give Rs. 2 lakh cash to the entire
team.

Jharkhand Government's
Sports Minister Sudipya Kumar
Sonu, Hockey Jharkhand
President Bholanath Singh, Vijay
Shankar Singh, Manoj Konbegi,
Asarita Lakra, Rajneesh Kumar,
Asunta Lakra, Jayant Kerketta,
Shashikant Prasad, Surjeet Jha,
Ashok Bhagat, Dasrath Mahato
along with all the officials of
Hockey Jharkhand and Sports
Department have congratulated
the entire team for being the win-
ner of the Jharkhand team.

India dominates medal
tally at World Para
Athletics Grand Prix
2025 in New Delhi

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : India con-
tinues to assert its dominance at
the World Para Athletics Grand
Prix 2025 being held in New
Delhi, leading the medal tally at
the end of Day 2 with an astound-
ing haul of 95 medals - 33 gold, 29
silver, and 33 bronze, as per PCI
press release.

India is followed by the Neutral
Para Athletes contingent, who
stand at a distant second with a
total of 26 medals (13 gold, 9 sil-
ver, and 4 bronze), while
Uzbekistan rounds off the top
three with a balanced tally of 4
golds, 4 silvers, and 4 bronze
medals. As the final day of compe-
tition approaches, the Indian con-
tingent remains poised for an
even stronger finish. Among the
athletes set to compete is Preeti
Pal, who has already secured a
silver medal at the Grand Prix and
will now be competing in the
200m T38 event. Preeti, known
for her consistent performances
in sprint events, will be aiming to
add another medal to her name.

Ravi Rangoli will be participat-
ing in the Shot Put F41 category,
carrying forward the momentum
after impressive performances at
previous national championships,
where he has consistently
remained among the top throwers
in his category.

Ankur Dhama, one of India's
most experienced para-athletes
and an Arjuna Awardee, will take
part in the 5000m T12 race. He
has represented India at multiple
Paralympic Games and is a known
force in long-distance events.

Kashish Lakra, the Asian Para

Games medallist, will compete in
the Discus Throw F53 event. She
has steadily emerged as a rising
star in Indian para-athletics, mak-
ing her mark in wheelchair throw
disciplines.

Pranab Prashant Desai, who
has previously won medals at the
Asian Youth Para Games, will
compete in the 200m T64 sprint.
His explosive speed and technique
make him a favorite in the track
events.

Balaji Rajendran will compete
in the Shot Put F11 category.
Known for his powerful throws
and determined spirit, he has
been a regular podium finisher in
national and international parath-
letics events.

Abhishek B Jadhav, a bronze
medallist at the Nationals and
known for his resilience and quick
acceleration, will run in the 200m
T35 event and is expected to
deliver another strong perform-
ance for the Indian contingent.

Adding a global star attraction
to the Grand Prix, legendary para
athlete Vanessa Low will also
compete in the Women's Long
Jump events for T38, T44, T61,
and T64 categories. A two-time
Paralympic medallist and world
record holder, Vanessa's presence
is set to inspire a generation of
athletes and elevate the competi-
tion to an elite international level.

With a strong lineup of Indian
athletes and international icons
like Vanessa Low gracing the field,
the final day promises to be a cel-
ebration of sporting excellence,
resilience, and record-breaking
performances. 

Sudirman Cup: India drawn
in Group D with Indonesia,
Denmark and England

XIAMEN [CHINA] : The Indian badminton team is grouped along-
side Indonesia, Denmark and England for the Badminton World
Federation (BWF) Sudirman Cup Finals 2025 which will be held in
Xiamen, China from April 27 to May 4.

The draws were announced on Thursday, as per Olympics.com.
Sudirman Cup is an international mixed team competition held
every two years.

Each tie in the competition features five matches, one each of
men's singles, women's singles, men's doubles, women's doubles
and mixed doubles. A total of 16 teams will be taking part in the
19th edition of the tournament. Four seeded teams were placed in
separate groups during the draw and defending champions and
hosts China are top seeds in group A. Indonesia, South Korea and
Japan are seeded second, third and fourth, respectively.

The competing teams include defending champions, tournament
hosts and top-performing sides in Asian and European mixed team
continental championships. India made it to the Sudirman Cup
2025 based on their rankings. Winners from mixed team continen-
tal championships of Africa, Oceania and Pan America also secured
their spots in the tournament.

Furthermore, China qualified both as hosts and reigning cham-
pions, giving Asia an additional qualifying berth.

With 13 title wins, China is the most successful team in the
Sudirman Cup history. South Korea have four titles while Indonesia
have one title to their name.

India produced its best results in the Sudirman Cup in 2011 and
2017, reaching the quarterfinals. In the last edition, India was elim-
inated in the group stage, losing to Malaysia and Chinese Taipei.

BWF Sudirman Cup Finals 2025 draw: All groups
-Group A: China, Hong Kong China, Thailand, Algeria
-Group B: South Korea, Chinese Taipei, Canada, Czechia
-Group C: Japan, Malaysia, France, Australia
-Group D: India, Indonesia, Denmark, England. 

IPL 2025: MITCHELL
MARSH CLEARED TO
PLAY FOR LSG ONLY
AS BATTER
NEW DELHI [INDIA] :
Australia T20 skipper Mitchell
Marsh has been cleared to
play for Lucknow Super
Giants only as a batter in the
upcoming edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2025, according to
ESPNcricinfo.

Marsh is set to travel early
next week despite missing out
on the recently concluded
Champions Trophy due to a
back injury. The 33-year-old
all-rounder was ruled out of
Australia's ODI tour of Sri
Lanka and the Champions
Trophy due to "lower back
pain and dysfunction."

According to ESPNcricinfo,
Marsh went to see a back spe-
cialist in early February and
underwent a period of rest to
resolve the problem. In recent
weeks, he returned to batting
and has been cleared to play
in the IPL for LSG only as a
batter.

In the mega auction held
last year in Jeddah, LSG
acquired him for Rs 3.3 crore.
Mash is expected to join the
LSG camp on March 18,
where he will reunite with his
former head coach, Justin
Langer, who is set to enter his
second season with the fran-
chise.

Marsh has not played com-
petitive cricket since January
7. His last appearance was in
the Big Bash League (BBL) for
the Perth Scorchers, and he
was rested for the final two
matches of the competition.

Before BBL, he made his
last appearance in the white-
ball format during Australia's
tour of the UK in September.

Before getting picked by
LSG, Marsh represented the
Delhi Capitals in the last three
IPL seasons. His time in the
cash-rich league has been rid-
dled with injuries. In the last
edition of the cash-rich
league, he sustained an injury
in his hamstring after four
games and returned home to
rehab.

Meanwhile, Australia's
famed pace trio Mitchell
Starc, Josh Hazlewood and
Pat Cummins, who missed the
Champions Trophy, are
expected to be fit for the tour-
nament.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Delhi
Capitals wicketkeeper batter KL
Rahul revealed the emotions he
felt when his name came up in last
year's mega auction and his opin-
ion on the franchise's team combi-
nation ahead of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025.

After spending three seasons
as Lucknow Super Giants (LSG)
skipper, Rahul parted ways with
the franchise and enrolled his
name for the mega auction.

Following a fierce bidding war
between Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB), Delhi Capitals

(DC) entered the action and got an
opener, captain and wicketkeeper-
batter option in Rahul for a hefty
sum of Rs 14 crore.

"The auction was a nerve-
wracking experience. As a player,
not knowing which team you will
end up with is never easy. Over
the years, I've seen how unpre-
dictable auctions can be--there's
no fixed pattern to how things
unfold. Having been a captain for
the last three seasons, I have been
actively involved in the process of
building a team," Rahul told
JioStar.

Rahul, who was overwhelmed

with feelings of anxiousness, nerv-
ousness, and excitement, was
happy to join the Capitals and is
now looking ahead to the new sea-
son.

"I understand the kind of pres-
sure franchises face when assem-
bling a squad. But from a player's
perspective, it's even tougher
because your career is at stake.
The auction can shape a player's
future or present unexpected
challenges. I was definitely nerv-
ous, even a little anxious. But at
the same time, I knew this was the
right step for my career. There
was excitement too, though it did-
n't last very long because reality
sets in quickly," he said.

"I'm really happy to be joining
the Delhi Capitals. Parth Jindal,
the team's owner, is a close friend,
and we have spent a lot of time
outside of cricket discussing vari-
ous things. I know how passionate
he is about the sport, and I'm
thrilled to be a part of this team.
We have a strong squad, and I'm
looking forward to the season
ahead," he added.

While analysing the depth of
the squad, Rahul admits it is a
"solid" team and is "excited" to
play alongside skilled stars,

including Mitchell Starc, Axar
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav.

"This will be a new experience
for me, joining a new franchise,
possibly my fourth or fifth team in
the IPL. I feel both excited and a
little nervous. Every time you step
into a new team environment, a
lot of thoughts cross your mind,
how the players will be, how the
owners run the team, how the
fans will respond, all of that. So,
it's a mix of emotions. Looking at
the squad and how the manage-
ment has built the team, it looks
like a well-balanced side with
most areas covered," he said.

"There's a great combination
of experienced players and young
talent, and I'm excited to play
alongside some incredibly skilled
youngsters and learn from them
as well. With players like Mitchell
Starc, Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav,
many of whom I have played with
before, we have a solid squad. I
can't wait for the IPL to begin," he
added.

Rahul, who recently lifted the
Champions Trophy with India, will
face his former side as Capitals
open its campaign against
Lucknow Super Giants on 
March 24. 

GURUGRAM (HARYANA) : The
Global Indian Pravasi Kabaddi
League is set to make its grand
debut on April 18 in Gurugram.
The league will witness participa-
tion from countries such as Egypt,
Kenya, Argentina, Germany,
England, Norway, and Poland,
amongst others. As per the GI-
PKL press release, this will show-
case the growing global reach of
Kabaddi in the quest to promote
the sport globally.

Holistic International Pravasi
Sports Association (HIPSA), the
league's Administrator, has
revealed the kick-off date (April
18) as players gear up for the
much-awaited tournament.

The inaugural season, which
will be broadcast Live on Sony
Sports Network will feature 12
teams--six women's teams and six
corresponding men's teams--each
embodying the cultural and lin-
guistic richness of India. The
teams have been strategically
named to reflect their regional
identities:

Women's Teams: Marathi
Falcons, Bhojpuri Leopardess,
Telugu Cheetahs, Tamil Lioness,

Punjabi Tigress, and Haryanvi
Eagles.

Men's Teams: Marathi
Vultures, Bhojpuri Leopards,
Telugu Panthers, Tamil Lions,
Punjabi Tigers, and Haryanvi
Sharks. Speaking about GI-PKL,
Ms. Kanthi D. Suresh, President of
HIPSA, said, Season 1 of GI-PKL is
the culmination of all the efforts
that have been put in over more
than an year where the focus has

been to spread the sport of
Kabaddi globally, and inspire the
World to recognise the Sport as a
potential Olympic Sport. We are
committed to making GI-PKL a
premier global Kabaddi tourna-
ment and ensuring increased par-
ticipation from players across
continents in each season for the
next 10 years.

GI-PKL has also unveiled the
captains of the franchise. While

Shiv Prashad has been handed the
captain duties for Bhojpuri
Leopards, Vikash Dahiya will lead
the Haryanvi Sharks. Marathi
Vultures and Punjabi Tigers have
named Kapil Narwal and Sawin
Narwal as captains, respectively.
Sunil Narwal will lead Tamil
Lions, and Sandeep Kandola will
captain Telugu Panthers

Pushpa Rana will lead the
Haryanvi Eagles, and Meena
Kadyan will captain the Bhojpuri
Leopardess. Marathi Falcons and
Punjabi Tigress have named Tanu
Sharma and Meera as captains,
respectively. While Julie Bhati will
lead the Telugu Cheetahs, Suman
will oversee the captain's duties
for the Tamil Lioness.

Players have already begun
rigorous training for the League
and are leaving no stone unturned
in their training. Sawin Narwal,
Sandeep Kandola, Ajay Kumar,
and Kapil Narwal are among the
players who have started practic-
ing . National gold medalists like
M Anitha, Indra Rohini, Arul
Santhiya, and Selvarebiksha have
also commenced training sessions
in their respective states.

QUEENSLAND [AUSTRALIA] :
Australia's seasoned Test opener
Usman Khawaja has opted not to
play for Queensland in their
upcoming crucial Sheffield Shield
match against South Australia at
Karen Rolton Oval, according to
ESPNcricinfo.

A win for Queensland against
South Australia could hand them
a spot in the final. After informing
the selectors of his unavailability,
Khawaja wasn't named in the
Queensland squad. Captain
Marnus Labuschagne has
returned to the side after being
away with Australia's squad for
the recently concluded Champions
Trophy.

Khawaja isn't the only Cricket
Australia contracted player who is
unavailable for the remainder of
the season. Right-arm quick
Xavier Bartlett has headed to the
Punjab Kings to participate in the
cash-rich league.

IPL-bound Travis Head, Jake
Fraser-McGurk and Spencer
Johnson are unavailable for South
Australia for the remainder of the
season as well.

Khawaja's absence could
impact Queensland's chances of
victory, considering he orchestrat-
ed match-winning scores of 127
and 33* against Tasmania.
According to ESPNcricinfo,
instead of taking part in the high-

stakes clash, Khawaja has decided
to fly from Brisbane to Melbourne
to spend the weekend watching
the Australian Formula 1 Grand
Prix.

Over recent years, the 38-year-
old has taken extra caution while
managing his schedule. He has
preferred to keep himself mental-
ly and physically fresh instead of
engaging in back-to-back games.

Khawaja is likely to rest in
April and May before preparing
for four Tests in June and July,
including the World Test
Championship final against South
Africa. Elsewhere, Australia's
experienced Test pacer Scott
Boland has been ruled out of

Victoria's do-or-die clash against
WA at the WACA ground.
Queensland squad vs South
Australia: Marnus Labuschagne
(c), Jack Clayton, Lachlan Hearne,
Angus Lovell, Ben McDermott,
Michael Neser, Jimmy Peirson,
Matthew Renshaw, Jackson
Sinfield, Mark Steketee, Tom
Straker, Mitchell Swepson, Callum
Vidler, Jack Wildermuth Victoria
squad vs Western Australia: Will
Sutherland (c), Scott Boland,
Harry Dixon, Peter Handscomb,
Sam Harper, Marcus Harris,
Campbell Kellaway, Blake
MacDonald, David Moody, Todd
Murphy, Fergus O'Neill, Oliver
Peake, Peter Siddle.

IPL 2025: KL Rahul reflects on DC's "solid" squad;
reveals emotions he felt during mega auction

GLOBAL INDIAN PRAVASI KABADDI LEAGUE
TO KICK OFF ON APRIL 18 IN GURUGRAM

With final on line, Usman Khawaja decided to opt
out of Queensland's clash against South Australia


