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Saayoni Ghosh, Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, and others looked on. The meeting was held at Trinamool Bhavan in Kolkata on Thursday.

Mamata Banerjee to visit London,
will deliver lecture at Oxford

MI News Service, Kolkata : Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is likely to visit London
for a week and deliver a lecture at the Uni-
versity of Oxford later this month.

According to the state administration
sources, Mamata Banerjee has been invited
by the Oxford University in connection to her
social welfare projects that she took during
her ongoing tenure as the Chief minister in
West Bengal. The lecture is scheduled on
March 27.

A senior official of state administration
said, “the Chief minister has accepted the in-
vitation and is likely to deliver a speech on
social welfare schemes at Oxford University.
After that, she may hold a business conclave
in London as well.”

She was invited to deliver the lecture by
the Pro-Vice Chancellor of the University
Jonathan Michie, during the Bengal Global
Business Summit in November 2023.Ma-
mata Banerjee was supposed to go to Lon-
don in June last year. Michie invited the CM
to deliver a lecture at their university and
speak about her struggles and achieve-
ments. The pro-vice-chancellor stated that
with a strong Indian presence in the univer-
sity, he wanted Mamata Banerjee to focus
on anti-racism and women’s empowerment.

“We have invited her to deliver a lecture

at our university and speak about her strug-
gles and achievements. We are moved by
her reflections on life, as well as her views
and policies on anti-racism and communal
harmony. With a strong Indian presence in
our college, we want her to focus on anti-

racism and women’s empowerment. We be-
lieve her message will resonate well with
our students,” Michie added.

According to the state administration
sources, Mamata Banerjee will travel to
London via Dubai on March 21 and return
to Kolkata on March 29. During this trip she
may hold meetings with industrialists in
Dubai as well as in London about the possi-
bility of more foreign investments in Bengal.

The Chief minister is likely to be accom-
panied by leading businessmen and indus-
trialists during her trip, administration
sources said.

During her last foreign tour in Septem-
ber 2023, Mamata Banerjee visited Spain for
a business summit and spoke with different
delegations in Madrid and Barcelona. She
was accompanied by former Indian cricket
captain Sourav Ganguly and other leading
businessmen and industrialists of Bengal.

At the Dubai airport, CM Banerjee had
also met with Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

“Last time during the Spain tour, Sourav
Ganguly joined us. Now, we are again ex-
pecting Ganguly to join us in London.. Many
leading businessmen will also accompany
this tour of London,” said sources in the ad-
ministration.

Trinamool Congress intensifies
efforts to identify’'ghost voters’
ahead of 2026 assembly elections

MI News Service, Kolkata: With the 2026
West Bengal Assembly elections ap-
proaching, the ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC) has intensified its scrutiny of the
voters list, expressing concerns over po-
tential manipulation and irregularities.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, dur-
ing a high-level meeting at Netaji Indoor
Stadium last week, had warned party
members about the presence of ‘ghost
voters’ and directed the formation of a
special committee to investigate the mat-
ter. The 36-member committee, led by
state TMC president Subrata Bakshi, in-
cludes key figures like Abhishek Banerjee
and several MLAs.

Following Mamata Banerjee’s direc-
tive on February 27, party leaders, includ-
ing district presidents and MLAs, were
instructed to begin scrutinizing voters lists
in their respective areas and submit re-
ports within ten days. On Thursday, seven
days into the investigation, the committee
convened a meeting at Trinamool Bhavan
to discuss their findings.

Sources indicate that widespread dis-
crepancies have been discovered across
multiple districts, including South 24 Par-
ganas and Cooch Behar, where names of
voters from other states have appeared on
Bengal’s electoral rolls. Reports suggest
that the number of such questionable en-

tries runs into several hundred across the
state. The committee members, including
Subrata Bakshi, Firhad Hakim, and Aroop
Biswas, deliberated on these findings,
while Abhishek Banerjee was notably ab-
sent due to other commitments.

Following the meeting, the committee
decided to lodge a formal complaint with
the Election Commission (EC) regarding
the alleged manipulations in voter regis-
tration. A delegation, comprising Subrata
Bakshi, Firhad Hakim, and Aroop Biswas,
is expected to visit the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) of West Bengal to present their
concerns. After the meeting, senior TMC
leader Kalyan Banerjee confirmed that a
TMC delegation would soon meet the
Chief Electoral Officer to formally raise
their concerns.

The TMC’s allegations have come in
the wake of a clarification issued earlier
by the Election Commission of India (ECI),
which stated that the presence of two
names under the same EPIC (Electors
Photo Identity Card) number does not
necessarily indicate fraud. In response,
TMC’s parliamentary members have
taken to social media to challenge the EC’s
stance, arguing that such discrepancies
could be exploited for electoral

»» Continued on page 3

Uttarakhand is ready for round the year
tourism, it will boost economy, says PM Modi

MI News Service, Harsil / Dehradun
: Making a strong pitch for round the
year tourism in Uttarakhand, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Thursday that there should be no off-
season in the picturesque hill state
as it will help strengthen its economy
in a big way.

Addressing a rally in Harsil after
offering prayers at the village of
Mukhwa, the winter abode of God-
dess Ganga in Uttarkashi district, he
said visitors will get the true flavour
of Uttarakhand if they come to the
state in the winter.

"When fog envelops the rest of
the country during winter, the state
is bathed in sunlight," Modi said as
he coined a new term -- "Ghaam
Tapo Paryatan" (soak the sun
tourism) -- in Garhwali language for
winter tourism in the state.

Praising the Uttakhand govern-
ment for its round the year -12-
month - tourism vision, he stressed
the need for a "360-degree approach
to tourism" to create employment
opportunities for the local youth all
through the year.

Tourists should come here in all
seasons and there should be no off-
season, the Prime minister empha-
sised.

PM Modi said he feels blessed to
visit Goddess Ganga's winter abode
in Mukhwa. "I think Maa Ganga has
adopted me. It is her blessings that
took me to Kashi and gave me an op-
portunity to serve the people,” he
said.

He also expressed grief and

deeply condoled the death of eight
workers in the recent avalanche at a
Border Roads Organisation camp in
the remote Mana village in Chamoli
district.

Later,the prime minister flagged
off a trek and bike journey to the

predominantly tribal village of
Jadung from Harshil and said it is to
help the border areas of Uttarak-
hand reap the benefits of tourism.

"We haven't forgotten that bor-
der villages were evacuated during
the 1962 India-China war and efforts
are being made to turn them habit-
able," he said at the public meeting
in Harsil.

Speaking of the two major rope-
way projects cleared for the state by
the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) headed by him on
Wednesday, Modi said the ropeway
to Kedarnath will reduce the eight-
nine hour journey to just 30 minutes.

The CCEA had a few days ago ap-
proved two major ropeway projects
to Kedarnath and Hemkund Sahib
worth over Rs 6,000 crore. In a bid
to promote religious tourism and
boost the local economy, the Uttarak-
hand government has initiated a
Winter Tourism programme this

year. Modi appealed to people to
make Uttarakhand their destination
for weddings and asked filmmakers
that instead of going to Switzerland
to shoot their movies at a much
higher cost, come in the hill state for
its unmatched scenic beauty and
which has been adjudged the most
film-friendly.

Bloggers and social media influ-
encers should make short films on
winter tourism destinations in Ut-
tarakhand and the best works should
be rewarded, the Prime minister
said, adding it will go a long way in
promoting winter tourism in the
state.

Before reaching Harsil, Modi of-
fered prayers at Mukhwa temple --
the winter abode of Goddess Ganga
in Uttarkashi district -- amid chant-
ing of Vedic hymns by the priests.

The locals, dressed in traditional
attire, accorded a warm welcome to
the prime minister through a dance
performance circling him as Modi
stood in the middle with folded
hands. He also enjoyed the morning
view of the distant snowclad peaks
surrounding the area.

Mukhwa is located on the way to
the Gangotri temple dedicated to
Goddess Ganga. Her idol is moved to
Mukhwa temple from Gangotri
Dham every year after the closure of
its gates for winter. This was Prime
Minister Modi's second visit to Ut-
tarakhand this year. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami extended

»» Continued on page 3

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha to
participate in Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi

MI News Service, New
Delhi : In the backdrop of
the recent showdown be-

This year Sybiha's visit to
New Delhi amid an inter-

Jaishankar has

MI News Service, London :
External Affairs Minister S

Kashmir dispute to be solved after return
of 'stolen part,’ remarks Jaishankar

hankar stated, “On Kash-
mir, actually we have

tween the US President
Donald Trump and his
Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
the White House, Ukrain-
ian Foreign Minister An-
drii Sybiha has confirmed
his participation in a panel
discussion on global
geopolitics and geo-strat-
egy, known as the Raisina
Dialogue here from March
17. Incidentally, Raisina
Dialogue is a flagship con-
ference on geopolitics and
geo-strategy held in New
Delhi every year and is
participated by leaders
from across the globe.

nationally charged atmos-
phere, holds a special
significance in view of the
recent dressing down of
the Ukranian President by
the US leadership in a bid
for an early resolution of
Russia-Ukraine conflict .
Apart from the US
President Trump, Prime
minister Narendra Modi
has also called for an im-
mediate end to the three
year long conflict “through
dialogue and diplomacy”
involving all the stakehold-
ers in the war. Diplomatic
sources said apart

»» Continued on page 3

empha-
sized that Kashmir dis-
pute would be solved only
after the “return of the
stolen part of Kashmir
which is under illegal Pak-
istani occupation,”
However,after Jais-
hankar had made this re-
mark while speaking at a
session at the Chatham
House think tank in Lon-
don on Wednesday, Pak-
istan  rejected it as
“baseless” while making
counter demands to ad-
dress the Kashmir issue.
Responding to an audi-
ence question on “solving”
issues in Kashmir, Jais-

done, I think, a good job
solving most of it.”

External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar Wednes-
day batted for the
unification of Kashmir,
saying that the conflict in
the region is “mostly
solved”, with New Delhi
now waiting for Pakistan
to “return the stolen part”
of the territory.

During a session at the
Chatham House think tank
in London, Jaishankar re-
sponded to a question on
steps taken by India to
solve the Kashmir

»» Continued on page 3
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4 killed, 6
injured in two
road accidents
in North Bengal

MI News Service,
Malda: At least four
people were killed and
six others injured in
two separate road acci-
dents in Malda district
on North Bengal on
Thursday, police said.

In the first accident
which occurred around
5 am when a speeding
vehicle hit a battery-
operated rickshaw,
commonly known as
toto, on National High-
way-512 in Hiyaghar
area in Gajol, a senior
officer said. "Three
persons were killed on
the spot and another
sustained serious in-
juries in the hit and run
case," the officer said
adding soon a police
team reached the spot
and sent the injured to
the Malda Medical Col-
lege hospital where his
condition was stated to
be critical.

The deceased
hailed from Deotala
area in the same dis-
trict and all of them
were local fish and veg-
etable merchants. The
victims were identified
as Lalit Bhomani (60),
Altaf Hussain (40),Sam-
suddin Sheikh(60) and
Nijamuddin Sheikh(50)
and they were on way
to Gajol when the acci-
dent took place. How-
ever, efforts are on to
trace the killer vehicle
that hit the toto.

Meanwhile, in an-
other accident at Niya-
matpur area of the
same district one per-
son was killed and five
others were injured
when a stone laden
truck collided with a
dumper before
rammed into a car
showroom on the side
of the road killing the
security guard of the
showroom and injuring
five others, who were
later hospitalised. The
condition of at least
two of the injured was
stated to be

»» Continued on page 3

Three-language policy is good for the unity of the country, says Kiren Rijiju

MI News Service,Thiruvanthapuram: The
three-language formula in the New Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) is good for the unity of
the ountry claimed Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Thursday. Responding to a query
regarding the ongoing serious debate on
the three-language policy in the NEP, es-
pecially from the southern states,the
Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
and Minority Affairs said that there are
some miscommunications or some people

deliberately "trying to play politics".
"The three-language policy in the na-
tional education policy is good for the
whole country," the Union Minister told
the reporters here. Rijiju was in Thiru-
vananthapuram to attend the regional re-
view meeting and training workshop on
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram
(PMJVK) for the states and union

»» Continued on page 3
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Sony AATH's ‘GopalBhar’ completes 10 glorious years

MI News Service, Kolkata: Sony
AATH's GopalBhar, the longest-
running Bengali animated show,
has completed a decade of story-

telling. Launched in 2015, the
show, produced by Ssoftoons En-
tertainment Media LLP, blends
history and comedy, offering life

lessons and inspired spin-off
movies. To celebrate, the company
collaborated with comedian
Kharaj Mukherjee to create a spe-

cial music video. GopalBhar has
become a cultural staple in
Kolkata and has strong demand in
digital and merchandise markets.

Still Marginalized: The Struggles of
Specially-Abled Individuals in Society

MI News Service, Kolkata: Despite
ongoing efforts toward inclusion,
specially-abled individuals con-
tinue to struggle for acceptance
and adequate support. Their chal-
lenges often remain unnoticed,
keeping them among the most
overlooked sections of society.A
tragic incident in Behala’s Shakun-
tala Park last Friday underscored
these difficulties. Swajan Das (56)
and his autistic daughter, Sreeja,

ended their lives, allegedly due to
anxiety about the child's future.
The incident has reignited discus-
sions about the pressing need for
long-term care facilities for autistic
individuals.According to central
government data, the number of
autism diagnoses has risen over
the past decade, affecting around
1.5% of children in India. In West
Bengal alone, 176 children have
been officially diagnosed. Experts

emphasize the importance of emo-
tional support and structured en-
vironments for their
well-being.Recognizing this, the
Matrimission & Mandir Seva Trust
in Kalyani’s Saguna is developing
a residential care facility on a 15-
katha plot. The project includes 24
residential units, a school, therapy
centers, a swimming pool, and an
ICU-equipped hospital—all de-
signed to support autistic children

and their parents.Swami
Sarveswarananda Puri, leading
the initiative, stated:"We worship
idols, but these children are divine.
Parents constantly worry about
their future. This initiative ensures
they are cared for, even in their
absence."This marks West Ben-
gal’s first religious institution-led
housing initiative for specially-
abled individuals, offering hope
and security to affected families.

Wildfire Erupts In
Bankura’'s

Varda Goenka Fine Jewels unveils
‘The Patiala Jewels’ & Jodhpur
Jadau’ in grand showcase

MI News Service, Kolkata: Varda Goenka
Fine Jewels by Diagold unveiled its latest
collections, The Patiala Jewels and Jodh-
pur Jadau, at a grand fashion event in
Kolkata. The Patiala Jewels collection fea-
tured dazzling diamonds, emeralds, ru-

bies, and pearls, while the Jodhpur Jadau
collection praised Rajasthan's craftsman-
ship. The event reinforced Diagold's rep-
utation as a torchbearer of luxury and
heritage, reflecting the city's love for regal
craftsmanship.

New Howrah facility boosts
sustainable plastic recycling

MI News Service, Kolkata: A new recy-
cling facility in Howrah is set by Rungta
Eco Extrusions, to bring a green revolu-
tion to plastic manufacturing. With a
17,280 MT annual capacity, the plant
will produce food-grade recycled PET
(rPET) granules, promoting sustainabil-
ity in packaging. Experts believe this ini-
tiative will reduce plastic waste and
create eco-friendly alternatives for vari-

ous industries. The facility also plans to
introduce recycled polyethylene (rPE)
and polypropylene (rPP), expanding sus-
tainable options. This effort highlights a
growing commitment to environmental
responsibility, boosting both employment
and innovation in the region. With cut-
ting-edge technology, this plant is shap-
ing a greener future for recycled
plastics.

Shushunia Hills,
Forest Department
Scrambles

MI News Service, Bankura:
A devastating wildfire has
broken out in Shushunia
Hills, Bankura, West Ben-
gal, sending plumes of
white smoke into the air
and sparking concerns
about the safety of local
wildlife and vegetation.
The fire, which began on
Thursday morning, has
spread rapidly due to the
dry underbrush and leaves
on the hill. This is not the
first time Shushunia Hills
has been ravaged by wild-
fires. A similar incident oc-
curred in 2024, when a
massive fire swept through
the area, requiring the for-
est department to launch a
massive effort to bring it
under control. In an effort
to prevent a repeat of the
2024 disaster, the forest
department had imple-
mented measures to miti-
gate the risk of wildfires in
the area. However, despite
these precautions, the lat-
est blaze has still managed
to take hold. Forest offi-
cials were quickly de-
ployed to the scene, where
they attempted to contain
the fire using blowers to
separate the dry under-
brush. However, as of the
latest reports, the fire re-
mains uncontrolled, spark-
ing fears about the
potential impact on the
local ecosystem.The forest
department has expressed
concerns about the poten-
tial loss of wildlife, includ-
ing rare species of trees,
vines, and animals, which
call Shushunia Hills home.
While officials have not in-
dicated any greater danger
at this time, the situation
remains volatile, and ef-
forts to contain the blaze
are ongoing.

Beauty becomes first
woman umpire from
CAB to qualify for
BCCI-Level exam

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Beauty Chakraborty
touches a new feat when
she becomes the first
cricket umpire representing
Cricket Association of Ben-
gal (CAB) to qualify for BCCI
level examination. Beauty,
is a Physical education
teacher at Aditya Academy
Group of Schools. She has
made history by becoming
the first woman umpire
from the Cricket Association
of Bengal (CAB) to qualify
for the BCCI-level umpires’
examination. In a landmark
moment for Bengal cricket,
CAB umpires' committee
chairman,Prasenjit Baner-
jee confirmed, "Beauty
Chakraborty has become
the first woman umpire in
the history of the Cricket As-
sociation of Bengal (CAB) to
be eligible for the BCCI-level
umpires’ examination."
This achievement marks a
significant milestone in
women's representation in
cricket officiating, inspiring
countless aspiring umpires
across the country.
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Saptashati celebrates International Women's Day by felicitating nine NavDurgas: Alokananda Roy, Dancer
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& Social Reformer,

Manoshi Roychowdhury, Co-Chairperson, Techno India Group, Riddhi Bandopadhyay, Pioneer Artist of Pancho Kabir Gaan
Pancho Kabir Kanya, Dr. Sayani Palit, Playback Singer & Music Composer, Jharna Bhattacharjee, Lyricist, Writer, Poet &
Elocutionist, Santosh Kumar Giri, Secretary & Executive Director, Kolkata Risi, Anjali Roy, Dancer, Cancer Survivor, Sunita
Das, Animal Lover and Monisha Pailan, Acid Attack Victim Social Activist, Brave Souls Foundation, at an event held in

Kolkata on Thursday.

Dispute on setting up a new stock house,
agitators locks Municipal gate

MI News Service, Nadia :
The Chairman himself
broke the lock to enter the
Municipality. This incident
took place at the Haring-
hata Municipality in Nadia
on Thursday. As there is a
vegetable market, local
businessmen  protested
against the construction of
another new vegetable
market within two km.
Many of the agitators al-
legedly were from TMC.
The protesters locked the
main gate of the Munici-
pality on Thursday. After
that, when the Chairman
Debashish Basu was enter-
ing the municipality, he
broke the lock himself. Fi-
nally, he assured a solution
to the problem through a
discussion at the adminis-
trative level on Friday. A
discussion was held Thurs-
day too. The discussion
lasted for several hours.
But no solution was found.
During the discussion, the
protesters locked the gate
again and it was closed for
about four hours.Haring-
hata is a significant agri-
cultural area in Nadia
district. Haringhata mar-
ket is about 80 years old.
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There has been a veg-
etable market here for last
16 years. Once there were
37 stockists here. An aver-
age of 500 farmers used to
keep their raw vegetables
here daily. But after estab-
lishing of the new market
at Haringhata 3 months
back, this market is dying,
said Satya Modak, founder
of the old store house. He
also said that due to the
move of 22 stockists from
the old stock house to the
new, the other related
markets are also dying.It is
learned that the land on
which the new market was
set up three months ago,
belongs to a relative of the
Chairman of Haringhata
Municipality. It is alleged

that the dried land of the
Jamuna river behind that
land of new stock house
has also been included
with the area adjacent to
the market and that is ille-
gal.Despite the promise of
closing the new market in
response to the traders'
appeals many times, in re-
ality the market has not
been closed yet. Once, the
municipality even adver-
tised at the area on the mi-
crophone for the closure of
this new market. The agi-
tators said that since the
new market belongs to the
chairman's relative, the
chairman is reluctant to
close it. A few days ago,
both the owners of the new
and old markets were

called and asked to place
their documents before the
concerned authorities. The
owner of the old stock
house claimed that he
showed all his necessary
documents there. At the
same time, the owner of
the new stock house could
not show the land and
other necessary docu-
ments. The concerned au-
thorities informed that the
new stock house was ille-
gal. After that, despite re-
peated promises from the
chairman, it did not work.
Finally, an attempt will be
made to find a solution
through a discussion on
Friday, said Haringhata
Municipality Chairman De-
bashish Basu.Haringhata
BJP MLA Asim Sarkar said
that most of the people on-
Thursday's movement
were from Trinamool
This showed how corrupt
the TMC leaders are and
because of this, their party
members become their op-
ponents. He directly ac-
cused the chairman of a lot
of corruption in matters
related to the new stock
house. However, Chairman
refuted the allegation.

Jalpaiguri Court Hands Down 25- Year Rigorous
Imprisonment Sentence for Sexual Harassment:

MI News Service, Jalpaiguri: Not
Rape, this time Jalpaiguri POCSO
Court Judge Rintu Shur has sen-
tenced a young man to 25 years rig-
orous imprisonment for sexually

police arrested her. The case went on
for 4 years. Today, Justice Rintu Shur
sentenced the accused to 25 years in
prison. At the same time, he ordered
the Legal Aid Service to pay the

The girl developed a high fever.
When the fever came, the girl's
mother took her to the doctor. Ac-
cording to the lawyer, "Then the doc-
tor, understanding the matter, asked

A near border Panchayat alone issues 2150 non
institutional birth certificates in a year Investigation

MI News Service, Nadia : A
near border panchayat
alone has issued around
1150 ‘non-institutional
birth certificates’ in a year.
After the matter of issuing
this large number of cer-
tificates on the border of
Chapra in Nadia came to
light, an investigation was
started at the administra-
tive level. A show cause no-
tice was also given to the
employee in charge of the
birth and death depart-
ment of the panchayat,
seeking an explanation.
Since the reply was not sat-
isfactory, this time the pan-
chayat head himself filed a
complaint against him at
Chapra police station.
However, the police said
that the accused employee
is absconding.Earlier, a
similar complaint was filed
against the BJP-run Bogula
2 gram panchayat in Han-
skhali block. In that inci-
dent, the police arrested
the secretary of the pan-
chayat and four other tem-
porary employees. This
time, after the matter of is-
suing a large number of
birth certificates in the Tri-
namool-run Hridaypur
gram panchayat of Chapra
block was unfolded, the
district administration was

shaken. Unable to be satis-
fied with the reply to the
letter of the panchayat em-

ployee, the head com-
plained to the Chapra
police station. After that,
the opposition raised ques-
tions about the role of the
head. They claim that since
the certificate has the
head's signature, it is not
possible for anything to
happen without his knowl-
edge.According to the dis-
trict administration
sources, in the past one
year, 1,129 'non-institu-
tional birth certificates'
have been issued from this
gram panchayat. Those
who were not born in gov-
ernment, private hospitals
and nursing homes are
given 'non-institutional’
birth certificates. As the
matter of issuing so many
certificates in a year came
to light, many people
started questioning the
role of the panchayat. An
investigation has begun.

District administration of-
ficials claim that it was de-
cided to file a police
complaint against pan-
chayat worker Ashish Kar-
makar only after the
investigation proved irreg-
ularities. ~ The  police
started the investigation
after receiving the com-
plaint on Tuesday night.
On Wednesday, the investi-
gators went to Hridaypur
gram panchayat. Police
said that the accused pan-
chayat worker is abscond-
ing.Sandeep Majumdar, he
media convener of BJP's
Nadia North organiza-
tional district, said, "We
want the police to go deep
into the incident and inves-
tigate. Because it is not
possible for a single em-
ployee to do this. The role
of the head should also be
investigated. Because he is
the one who signs.” Head
Beauty Khatun said, “We
gave the employee a show-
cause notice. But his an-
swer was not satisfactory
at all, so a complaint was
filed with the police.” But
the certificate that has the
head’s signature? He said,
“The investigation is ongo-
ing. So I will say what I
have to say about this
later.”

Child’s Death After Vaccination Sparks Alarm
in Jalpaiguri: Investigation Underway

MI News Service, Jalpaiguri: A contro-

ing fit, followed by the expulsion of

versy has erupted in Jalpaiguri’s Lataguri
area after a one- and-a-half-month-old
baby girl allegedly died shortly after re-
ceiving a vaccine. The infant’s family and
neighbors staged a road blockade,
protesting the child’s death and claiming
that it was caused by an adverse reaction
to the vaccine. According to the child’s
mother, the baby was vaccinated at a local
health center on Wednesday and was in
good health at the time. However, the
child developed a fever later that night,
and after being administered fever med-
ication, she experienced a severe sneez-

phlegm and blood from her nose and
mouth. The child subsequently lost con-
sciousness, and despite being rushed to
Jalpaiguri Medical College’s Mother and
child Department, she was declared dead.
The family alleges that the child’s death
was a direct result of the vaccine’s side ef-
fects. The incident has sparked wide-
spread outrage, with local residents
blocking roads in the protest. While the
district health department has yet to com-
ment on the matter, an investigation into
the circumstances surrounding the child’s
death is likely to be conducted.

Bangladeshi Fisheries Expert Arrest In India
for Alleged Involvement in Scam

MI News Service, Hili: A 42
year old Bangladeshi na-
tional Shyam Kumar Saha
was arrested by the Hili
police Station on charges
of creating fake Aadhar
Card PAN cards. Shyam
Kumar Saha a resident of
Bangaon Bangladeshi had
been living in India for
nearly four years, posing
as a fisheries expert. Two
Indian nationals, Amrit
Das and Alok Pal, were
also arrested for allegedly

sheltering Shyam Kumar
Saha and adding him in
creating the fake docu-
ments. Amrit Das who
runs a fish business, had
been harboring Shyam
Kumar Saha in his home in
Trimohini area of Hili.
Alok Pal, a temporary
bank employee, is accused
of creating the fake Aad-
har Cards for Saha. The
arrests were made after
the police received a tip
from secret sources. The

Hili police station has has
sought a seven-day police
custody to investigate the
incident further. The ac-
cused were produced in
the Balurghat District
Court on Thursday. DSP
Headquarters Vikram
Prasad addressed the
media, explaining the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the arrests. The incident
has raised concerns about
identity theft and fraud in
the region.

harassing a minior. It is learnt that in
2021, the young man sexually as-
saulted a minor girl in Dhupguri by
luring her with Chocolates and strip-
ping her naked. He then threatened
her and shut her mouth. But due to
fear, she developed a fever. Even
then, the minor did not tell her fam-
ily members out of fear. But while re-
ceiving treatment for fever, the
minor broke down in tears in front of
her parents. Then, when she filed a
complaint at the police station, the

minor a compensation of 5 lakh . The
government lawyer said that the
complaint was filed on August 6,
2021. The incident took place on Au-
gust 3 of that year, around 4:00 pm.
The girl was 18 years old at the time.
She was playing in front of her house
in the afternoon. The accused lived
in a rented house in front of her
house. At that time, the accused
lured her with chocolate. He stripped
the girl naked and sexually assaulted
her. He threatened her and beat her.

her to be taken to Jalpaiguri Hospi-
tal. They took her to a nursing home.
The doctors there, understanding the
matter, told her to go and contact the
police station. The girl was a victim
of sexual assault. The girl first told
her sister everything. The police ar-
rested the accused. Charges were
framed in this case under Section 6
of the POCSO Act. 11 witnesses gave
evidence on behalf of the govern-
ment, and 2 testified on behalf of the
accused.

MI News Service,

Kolkata: It

‘Ma’ turning ‘masters’ for Banglar ‘Mati’

that her narratives have inspired

believe that self-defence is imper-

gal (KAB), have now become
trainers themselves. These

would not be an aggrandizement
to say that Mamata Banerjee’s
iconic slogan ‘Ma-Mati-Manusch’
is just a political narrative. It has
a huge social impact in Bengali so-
ciety in holistic terms as well.
There should not be any doubt

innumerable women in Bengal at
different strata of the society.
Plenty of Bengali women taking up
Karate for self defence itself shows
the spirit of ‘Ma -Mati — Manusch’
has gone deep into the blood ves-
sels of the mothers of Bengal who

ative in today’s society.

Breaking barriers and redefin-
ing empowerment, a group of de-
termined women who once
trained under the guidance of
Hanshi Premjit Sen, President of
the Karate Do Association of Ben-

women, many of whom are moth-
ers, have embarked on a remark-
able journey of transformation by
not only mastering karate but also
passing on the art of self-defense
to others.

Parents Leave Behind Two Daughters After
Making Shocking Decision

MI News Service, Birbhum: In a heart-
wrenching incident, a couple in Birb-
hum’s luvpur block took their own lives,
unable to cope with the mounting pres-
sure of unpaid loans and the humilia-
tion that comes with it. The tragic
events have left their two young daugh-
ters in a state of shock and uncertainty.
Laxman Mukhopadhyay, 52 and his wife
Banashree, residents of Babna village
were struggling to make ends meet as
daily wage laborers. In an attempt to al-
leviate their financial woes, they had
borrowed money from five different pri-
vate loan companies in Sainthia, Amod-
pur and Bolpur . However as the loan
installments became due, the couple
found themselves unable to repay the
debts. The relentless inability to repay
the debts. The relentless pressure from

loan company officials, who allegedly
harassed and insulted them, pushed the
couple to the brink. On Wednesday offi-
cials from one of the loan companies
visited their home, demanding repay-
ment and threatening to lock the house.
The couple feeling helpless and humili-
ation consumed poison-laces of grief
and repair and despair. The couple's
two daughters, now left to fend for
themselves, are struggling to come to
terms with the loss of those around
them, offering support and assistance,
but the road ahead will undoubtedly be
challenging. This tragic incident serves
as a stark reminder of the devastating
consequences of unregulated lending
practice and the need for greater sup-
port and protection for vulnerable fam-
ilies.
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Trinamool Congress...

»» From PG 1

malpractices. Since the di-
rective from Mamata
Banerjee, TMC MPs, MLAs,
and district leaders have
been actively verifying
voter lists across the state.
Reports of duplicate voter
IDs, individuals appearing
in multiple locations, and
names of living voters
being removed have sur-
faced. The TMC leadership
has accused the BJP of or-
chestrating a conspiracy to

include out-of-state voters
in Bengal’s electoral rolls
by issuing multiple voter
IDs under identical EPIC
numbers.

In a related develop-
ment, TMC MP from Bard-
haman-Durgapur, Kirti
Azad, during a party work-
ers’ rally in Durgapur on
Wednesday, claimed that
the Election Commission
had been used by the BJP
to manipulate electoral
processes in other states.

Uttarakhand is ready for...

»» From PG 1

a warm welcome to the
prime minister in a post on
X. "A hearty welcome and
greetings to the Prime
minister on his visit to De-
vbhoomi Uttarakhand, the
sacred land of religion,
spiritualism and sacrifice.
Residents of the state are
excited to receive the
prime minister in

Mukhwa-Harsil, a land full
of spiritual and natural
beauty," he said.

"Certainly, this winter
trip of yours will give new
dimensions to the cultural,
spiritual and tourism de-
velopment of our state,"
Dhami said and hoped that
Modi's visit would put
Mukhwa on the global
tourism map.

Three-language policy is...

»» From PG 1

territories of the Southern
Region. "Today, Narendra
Modi Ji is the Prime Minis-
ter of India, but Hindi is
not his mother tongue; his
mother tongue is Gujarati.
Our Home Minister Amit
Shah ji’s mother tongue is
Gujarati. The Education
Minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan, has Odia as his
mother tongue and my
own mother tongue is
Arunachali, but we are
working as a team with the
interest of our country
foremost," Rijiju said.

So, let us not divide the
country on the basis of re-
ligion or language, he
added. "We are all Indians;
let us work together and
Prime Minister Modi ji has
continuously said that
every region, every com-
munity, and everybody in
India is equal, and every-
body will be given equal
treatment for protection

and equal preference, so
let us not divide the coun-
try on the basis of caste,
creed, religion or commu-
nity or state or region."

His statement came
amidst strong opposition
from the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment against NEP
2020, which raised con-
cerns over the "three-lan-
guage formula" and
accused the Centre of "at-
tempting to impose Hindi".

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin reiterated
his firm stance, stating
that he would not agree to
implement the NEP even if
the Centre offered Rs
10,000 crore in funding.

In contrast, as per
media reports, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu
voiced strong support for
the Centre, advocating for
the learning of not just
three but multiple lan-
guages.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister...

»» From PG 1

from participating in the
Raisina Dialogue, Sybiha is
o expected to hold talks
with External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar on the
sidelines of the three day
international conference,
being held from March 17
to 19.. New Zealand Prime
Minister Christopher
Luxon will be the chief
guest at the Raisina Dia-
logue, while several other
European leaders, minis-
ters and senior officials
from Turkey, Lithuania,

Slovenia, Italy, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Norway, and
Estonia will also take part
on different sessions.

The organiser of the
Raisina Dialogue has also
extended an invitation to
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov. However, a
diplomatic source said that
he might not be able to at-
tend the event due to
scheduling issues.

However, several peo-
ple from Russian think
tanks will take part in the
dialogue.

Kashmir dispute to be...

»» From PG 1
issue, and said that the ab-
rogation of Article 370 was
the first step in that direc-
tion. Responding to the au-
dience question,
Jaishankar said, “Remov-
ing Article 370 was step
number one, restoring
growth and economic ac-
tivity and social justice in
Kashmir was step number
two, and holding elections
with a very high turnout
was step number three.
“Think the part we are
waiting for is the return of
the stolen part of Kashmir
which is under illegal Pak-
istani occupation. When
that is done, I assure you
Kashmir will be solved,”
the External Affairs Minis-
ter said. In October last
year India and Pakistan
had the first direct conver-
sation at the Foreign Min-
isters level since 2015
when Jaishankar had vis-
ited Islamabad for The
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation meeting. Jais-
hankar and Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Muhammad Ishaq
Dar had spoken twice in
less than 24 hours, and
there were indications that
these talks explored the
idea of resuming some
form of cricketing ties be-
tween the two countries.
During a session titled
‘India’s rise and role in the
world” at the Chatham
House, Jaishankar touched
on many issues such as US
President Donald Trump’s
new administration, the
UK-India free trade agree-
ment and the relations be-

tween India and China.

While speaking on In-
dian relationship with
China, Jaishankar said the
countries have a “unique
relationship”, and noted
development in ties since
October 2024, including
the Mount Kailash pilgrim-
age. “We want a relation-
ship where our interests
are heard, sensitivities are
recognised and works for
both of us,” he said.

Speaking on US tariffs
under the new Republican
administration, Jaishankar
said that Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal is in
Washington to discuss the
future of a bilateral trade
pact, following the meeting
between Prime Minister
Modi and US President
Donald Trump. “We had a
very open conversation
about it (tariffs) and the re-
sult of the conversation
was that we agreed on the
need of a bilateral trade
agreement,” he said.

During his interaction
at the Chatham House,
EAM Jaishankar said that
the US administration
under President Donald
Trump is moving towards
multipolarity which suits
India’s interests, and the
two nations have agreed
on the need for a bilateral
trade pact.

“We see a President
and an administration
which, in our parlance, is
moving towards multipo-
larity and that is some-
thing that suits India,” said
Jaishankar, who is on a
six-day visit to the UK and
Ireland

4 killed, 6
injured in two...

»» From PG 1
critical, hospital sources
said. Meanwhile, earlier
last week in a similar acci-
dent four people were also
killed as their car collided
head-on with a dumper in
Old Malda town on Sunday,
police said. The accident
took place near Ahora
bridge on National High-
way 34 under the Gajole
police station area at
around 12 pm at midnight
on Sunday last, they said.
The vehicle, which had
a government of West Ben-
gal sticker on it, was on its
way from Raiganj with
four people, including the
driver, when the accident
occurred, police said.
Among the deceased
was an eight-year-old boy,
who died on the spot and a
young woman, who was
critically injured but died
on way to the Gajole Rural
Hospital, police said.

Fake caste
certificates
used to secure
police jobs:
Kolkata police
launches probe

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata Police has initiated
a verification process re-
garding alleged cases of
fake Scheduled Tribe (ST)
certificates used to secure
constable positions. The
Lalbazar headquarters has
formally reached out to
various district adminis-
trations across West Ben-
gal, seeking reports on
caste certificates submit-
ted by candidates ap-
pointed as constables.

According to police
sources, officials have re-
quested district adminis-
trations to validate the
authenticity of caste cer-
tificates presented by indi-
viduals who secured jobs
in Kolkata Police. The
move comes after serious
allegations were raised by
the West Bengal Tribal
Welfare Association,
claiming that over a hun-
dred constables had ob-
tained jobs in 2012 by
submitting fraudulent ST
certificates.

Following these com-
plaints, Lalbazar launched
an internal investigation.
The Central Reserve Office
issued instructions for all
constables recruited
through caste-based reser-
vations to resubmit their
caste certificates and re-
lated documents. Reports
suggest that a large num-
ber of documents have al-
ready been submitted, and
a detailed examination is
now underway.

In the next phase, dis-
trict administrations have
been tasked with cross-
checking the submitted
documents. Kolkata Police
has asked for official re-
ports from the respective
district authorities to con-
firm whether these candi-
dates were genuinely
eligible for reservation
benefits or had secured
their positions through
fraudulent means.

Kasba tragedy: One
arrested as police
investigation expands

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The tragic case of the
triple deaths in Haltu has
taken a new turn with the
arrest of a bank recovery
agent. Police detained
Chanchal Mukhopadhyay,
who allegedly harassed
and humiliated Somnath
Roy and his family over a
pending loan repayment.
With this latest arrest, the
total number of detainees
in the case has risen to
three.

The case came to light
last Tuesday when officers
from Kasba Police Station
arrived at a residence in
Haltu's Purba Palli. There,
they discovered a horrify-
ing scene—auto driver
Somnath Roy hanging
from the ceiling, with his
young son Rudranil
strapped to his chest.
Nearby, the lifeless body of
his wife, Sumitra, was also
found hanging. Initial as-
sessments suggested that
Somnath may have killed
his child before taking his
own life.
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along with other MPs and MLAs, visited the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer to address
alleged manipulations in voters registrations, in Kolkata on Thursday.

TMC to hold Women'’s Day rally,
unveils new slogan for 50th anniv

MI News Service, Kolkata: Every year, the
Trinamool Mahila Congress organizes a
grand rally on International Women’s Day,
often led by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. As the world marks the 50th
anniversary of Women's Day, the Tri-
namool Congress has introduced a new
slogan, which will be the focal point of this
year’s celebrations. The party’s women’s
wing will take to the streets, championing
this slogan in a large-scale rally from Ra-
bindra Sadan to Dorina Crossing. Thou-
sands of women, led by Chandrima
Bhattacharya, the Minister and President
of the Trinamool Mahila Congress, are ex-

pected to join the march.

The rally is scheduled for Saturday at
4 PM and will be complemented by dis-
trict-level programs organized by the
party’s women’s wing across Bengal.
Women voters have played a crucial role
in Trinamool Congress' electoral suc-
cesses in recent years, making this event
strategically significant ahead of the 2026
Bengal Assembly elections. The party
aims to highlight its social welfare
schemes for women through this initia-
tive. Political analysts believe that in this
context, the march will hold deep elec-
toral significance. The rally will also
showcase Bengal’s rich cultural heritage,
featuring Baul musicians and folk artists,
making it a blend of political messaging
and cultural representation. Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee remains a trusted
figure among Bengal’'s women. Even op-
position parties acknowledge that the
women'’s vote bank is a major pillar of Tri-

pashree,
significantly

in Bengal.

namool Congress’ electoral strength. Ini-
tiatives like Lakshmir Bhandar,
and

Ru-
Kanyashree  have
impacted women’s lives, re-

inforcing the party’s commitment to their
welfare. With International Women’s Day
approaching, Trinamool Congress is uti-
lizing this opportunity to connect directly
with women voters. The party’s campaign
is strategically aimed at strengthening its
grassroots outreach among female voters

Trinamool Congress has already set its
sights on the 2026 elections,
women’s empowerment being a key

with

theme in its political strategy. This year’s

Finance

speakers to

Women’s Day slogan,
Bochhore, Didi Banglar Ghore Ghore"
(Women's Day at 50, Didi in Every Home
in Bengal), encapsulates this sentiment.
The rally’s theme and messaging have
been carefully crafted to reflect this idea.

"Naridibas 50

Minister Chandrima Bhat-

tacharya emphasized that, in light of the
ongoing Higher Secondary Examinations,
the rally will be conducted without loud-

ensure minimal disruption.

She also reiterated that Trinamool Con-
gress has always prioritized women’s rep-
resentation, boasting the highest number
of female MPs in Parliament, with 39% of
its Lok Sabha representatives being
women.Through this grand rally, Tri-
namool Congress aims to strengthen its
connection with women voters, reaffirm-
ing its position as the leading political
force advocating for women's empower-
ment in Bengal.

Strict regulations imposed on
municipal recruitment in Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a decisive move, the
West Bengal government
has imposed strict regula-
tions on recruitment in
municipal bodies, prevent-
ing them from hiring em-
ployees arbitrarily. Going
forward, all municipal re-
cruitments must be con-
ducted exclusively through
the West Bengal Municipal
Service Commission
(WBMSC). This directive
comes after multiple com-
plaints reached Nabanna
about municipalities ap-
pointing personnel without
following due procedures.
The state government has
now made it clear that no
local-level recruitment will
be allowed—only recruit-
ments through WBMSC
will be deemed valid.
Three days ago, during
an industrial meeting,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee expressed strong
discontent over unautho-
rized hiring in several mu-
nicipalities. She
emphasized that such re-

cruitments are creating
significant administrative
and financial burdens for
the state government. Con-
sequently, she issued a
firm directive that no mu-
nicipal recruitment should
take place without the in-
volvement of WBMSC. This
decision follows a recent
Calcutta High Court ruling,
which stated that contract-
based municipal employ-
ees recruited during the
Left Front government’s
tenure were not entitled to
pensions or retirement
benefits, as those appoint-
ments had no official state
government approval. The
ruling prompted the Chief
Minister to take immediate
action regarding municipal
recruitment policies.

The state government
has been facing severe
scrutiny over recruitment
corruption, with allega-
tions extending to munici-
pal appointments as well.
Several individuals, includ-
ing Ayan Sil, have been ar-
rested in connection with

municipal recruitment
scams. In light of these
concerns, the Municipal
and Urban Development
Department recently held
a high-level meeting with
municipal authorities. Fol-
lowing this, on March 3, a
formal notification was is-
sued, confirming that
WBMSC will now oversee
all recruitment processes.
From now on, municipali-
ties must apply to the com-
mission for hiring
approvals. To bring trans-
parency and uniformity to
the recruitment process,
the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment established
WBMSC through the West
Bengal Municipal Service
Commission Act of 2018.
The law came into effect
on January 2, 2019, con-
solidating all municipal re-
cruitments under a single
authority. The latest direc-
tive reinforces this policy,
ensuring that every munic-
ipal appointment aligns
strictly with WBMSC regu-
lations.

Legal battle over oath-taking:
Guv and CM advised to settle over tea

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata High Court Justice
Krishna Rao has remarked
that the ongoing legal dis-
pute between West Bengal
Governor C.V. Ananda
Bose and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee over the
oath-taking of legislators is
not favorable for anyone.
Instead of resorting to
legal proceedings, he sug-
gested resolving the issue
amicably over tea.

The controversy arose
during the Lok Sabha elec-
tions when by-polls were
conducted in two assembly
constituencies, Baranagar
and Bhagabangola. The
Trinamool Congress se-
cured victory in both seats.
However, a dispute over
the swearing-in ceremony
led to complications. At the
time, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, along with
three other Trinamool
leaders, openly criticized
the Governor’s role in the
matter. In response, Gov-
ernor Bose filed a legal

case against them.

During the hearing on
Thursday, Justice Krishna
Rao proposed the idea of
"Chai Pe Charcha" (discus-
sion over tea) to resolve
the matter. One of the
Chief Minister’s legal rep-
resentatives stated that
they had no objection to
the court’s suggestion but
preferred it to be men-
tioned in an official direc-
tive. In response, the judge
clarified that, for now, it
remains an oral recom-
mendation, but a formal
order could be issued if

necessary.

Meanwhile, senior
lawyer Kalyan Banerjee,
representing Mamata

Banerjee, welcomed the
suggestion but emphasized
that  political figures
should exhibit greater tol-
erance. The Governor’s
legal counsel also coun-
tered with their perspec-
tive. The next hearing on
the case is scheduled for
April 9.

Security enhanced for Bratya
Basu After JU incident

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In the wake of the Ja-
davpur University unrest,
the West Bengal govern-
ment has upgraded the se-
curity cover of Education
Minister Bratya Basu to Z-
category. The move comes
after a violent student
protest erupted at the uni-
versity on Saturday, during
the annual general meet-
ing of WEBKUPA (West
Bengal College and Univer-
sity Professors' Associa-
tion).

Members of left-wing
student unions staged
demonstrations, demand-
ing student union elec-
tions. The minister's
vehicle was surrounded,
and protestors shouted
slogans, intensifying the
situation. Reports suggest
that Bratya Basu and sev-
eral professors were ha-

rassed during the incident.

WEBKUPA, in a press
conference, claimed that
the attack on the minister’s
car was pre-planned. The
situation escalated as pro-
testers stormed the meet-
ing venue, and when the
minister attempted to
leave, his car was at-
tacked. Allegedly, the vehi-
cle's windows were
shattered, and Basu sus-
tained injuries in the scuf-
fle.

The incident has now
reached the Calcutta High
Court, with a case filed
against the police for inac-
tion. Meanwhile, 48 indi-
viduals have been charged
by Kolkata Police in con-
nection with the incident.
Amid these developments,
the state government has
reinforced Basu’s security
arrangements.

State surpasses several states
in central edu loan scheme

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a surprising twist, West
Bengal has outpaced BJP-
ruled states in leveraging a
central government initia-
tive aimed at boosting
higher education. The lat-
est findings, revealed in a
report by the Ministry of
Education, have sparked
widespread discussion, as
the data highlights a con-
cerning trend for BJP-gov-
erned states and a notable
achievement for Bengal.
The report discusses
the Prime Minister’s Higher
Education Financial Assis-
tance Scheme (PM-HEFA)
under the Central Sector
Interest Subsidy Scheme
(CSIS), which is designed to
provide financial aid for
higher education to eco-
nomically disadvantaged
students. The scheme sup-
ports various categories,
including minorities, spe-
cially-abled individuals,
Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and
women, with loans up to
10 lakh for pursuing
higher studies. Surpris-
ingly, while the scheme is
aimed at helping economi-
cally weaker students, BJP-
ruled states have shown a
noticeable reluctance in
utilizing the initiative, with
many of these states not
fully availing the available
benefits. According to the
report, despite the avail-
ability of such programs,
BJP-governed states have
lagged behind in terms of
participation, which is in
stark contrast to West Ben-
gal's performance, where
the state government has

aggressively encouraged
students to avail of such op-
portunities.

From January 1 to De-
cember 31, 2023, a total of
358,475 applications were
submitted for the CSIS

scheme, with non-BJP
states occupying the top
three positions. Karnataka
led with 68,657 applica-
tions, followed by Tamil
Nadu with 67,419, and
Kerala in third with 64,434
applications. This data re-
veals a surprising trend:
BJP-ruled states are signif-
icantly lagging behind in
participation, with states
like Assam filing fewer
than 1,500 applications,
and Tripura—a state where
BJP ousted the CPI(M)—re-
porting only 576 applica-
tions.

Even more striking, the
state of Gujarat, the home
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, only saw a little over
4,000 applications. Simi-
larly, Haryana and several
other BJP-ruled states also
exhibited a lackluster re-
sponse, with Haryana man-
aging fewer than 3,500
applications. In contrast,
West Bengal—which has its
own robust higher educa-
tion  schemes—reported
8,688 applications, sur-
passing the majority of
BJP-ruled states. While
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh did manage to se-
cure decent numbers (with
34,364 and 17,467 applica-
tions respectively), West
Bengal's performance
stands out as an achieve-
ment. This data under-
scores the growing
educational divide in the
country, particularly be-
tween states governed by
the BJP and others. While
West Bengal continues to
excel in  educational
schemes, providing ample
opportunities for its stu-
dents, BJP-ruled states are
facing questions about the
effectiveness and accessi-
bility of central government
schemes aimed at fostering
educational advancement.

Patient left unattended at R.G. Kar, allegations against Junior Docs' Front

MI News Service, Kolkata: A patient at R.G. Kar Medical College Hospital
reportedly lay untreated for three hours on Wednesday, sparking serious
allegations against members of the Junior Doctors’ Front (JDF). In a
shocking turn of events, the patient’s family was allegedly coerced into
signing a blank paper as a statement, under pressure from the left-affili-
ated doctors' association. The incident unfolded around 4 PM when Geeta
Ghosh brought her 40-year-old brother, Sujit Ghosh, to the emergency de-
partment of the hospital. Sources reveal that Sujit had consumed poison
following a domestic dispute. After completing the registration process,

Geeta waited for medical assistance, but no doctor attended to Sujit, who
was writhing in pain. Despite her repeated pleas, no one came to his aid
until 7:30 PM. Hospital sources indicate that Dr. Satish, a first-year post-
graduate trainee on duty, was allegedly preoccupied with his mobile phone
during the crucial hours. Notably, this same doctor was part of a contro-
versial strike organized by the Junior Doctors’ Front in August last year,
following the tragic death of a young female doctor. That strike had left
countless patients without medical care, and Wednesday’s incident further
cemented allegations of negligence and irresponsibility against the group.
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Miscellaneous

Name Change

I, Jharana Dutta spouse of
No.13883944-Y Rank Ex-Hav Name
Ramprasad Dutta resident of Vill
Mirchoba (N) P.O- Sripally, Dist —
Purba Bardhaman (WB) Pin- 713103
have change my Name & Date of birth
from Jharana Dutta & 24 May 1969
to Jharna Dutta & 04 May 1969 vide
affidavit dated 27.02.25 before the
court of the Executive Magistrate at
Purba Bardhaman.

Name Change

I, Sabita Rani Jana D/o Sri Srikanta
Dinda R/A 832/B, Mahatma Gandhi
Road, 2nd Floor, P.O. - Haridevpur,
Kolkata-700082, South 24 Parganas
(WB) shall henceforth be known as
Sabita Jana as declared before the
Ist Class Judicial Magistrate Court,
Alipore, (WB) vide Affidavit no
(4056) dated 03.03.2025. Sabita Rani
Jana and Sabita Jana is the same and
one identical person, not two separate
persons.

Name Change

I, Ahmed Lodhi (Old Name) son
of Abdur Rahaman Laid, residing
at Flat No-106, Raj Mahal Market,
Bankra, Howrah- 711403, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Alam (New Name) as
declared before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate  at  Howrah,  dated
24/11/2021. Md Alam (New Name)
and Ahmed Lodhi (Old Name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Mujammel Dhabak, son of
Golam Dhabak, residing at Dakshin
Habibpur, = Musalmanpara,  Po-
Habibipur, Nadia -741402, West
Bengal, shall henceforth be known
as  Mojammel Dhabak vide an
affidavit sworn before the notary
public at Kolkata on 06/03/2025.That
Mujammel Dhabak and Mojammel
Dhabak both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I VISHAL AGARWAL son of Suresh
Kumar Agarwal residing at Aurum,
Block -2B, Flat-6E, 36, B.T Road,
PO —Ariadaha, P.S-Belghoria,
Kolkata-700057 do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that my father’s
actual and correct spelt name is Suresh
Kumar Agarwal which is recoded
in my Aadhaar card being No.7326
2887 8012 , PAN Card being No.
AJEPAS281E  and also in my
Passport ~ Application  form an
my mother’s actual correct name
is SHASHI DEVI which is
recorded in my passport form. But
Inadvertentlymyfather'snamehasbeen
wrongly recorded in my Central
Board of Secondary Education
(Marks Statement), Secondary School
Examination, 2001, being Roll No,
5110806 SURESH AGARWAL
instead of Suresh Kumar Agarwal
and mother’s name SHASHI DEVI
AGARWAL instead of SHASHI
DEVI. By an affidavit in the Court
of Ld. Judial Magistrate Ist class
on 05.03.2025 that Suresh Kumar
Agarwal and SURESH AGARWAL &
SHASHI DEVI and SHASHI DEVI
AGARWAL are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Rajesh Nahar (Old Name) son
of Dalchand Nahar, residing at
172/A, Bagmari Road, 2nd Floor
Kankurgachi, Kolkata, Pin: 700054,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Rajesh Kumar Nahar (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025.
Rajesh Kumar Nahar (New Name)
and Rajesh Nahar (Old Name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Arman Alam
(Old Name) son of Mohammad
Hasim Siddiqui, residing at Vill.-

Bachchipur, ~ Bhagwanpur,  East
Medinipur, Pin- 721601, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed

my name and shall henceforth be
known as Mohammad Arman Alam
Siddiqui (New  Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025.
Mohammad Arman Alam
Siddiqui (New Name) and Mohammad
Arman (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Change of Name

I, SEKH AMIR Son of Saiyad
Alam an Indian citizen
resident of Room No. 214, 33, Eden
Hospital ~ Lane, P.O-Chittaranjan
Avenue, KOLKATA-700073.
stated that I shall be known as
SEKH AMIR instead of AMIT
MALLICK by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the court of Ld.
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class at
Alipore”  bearing  no. 3076
dt.06/03/2025, also stated that
SEKH AMIR and AMIT MALLICK
are same and one identical person
indicating me alone and none else.

Change of Name

I, Md Abdul Momin S/o Late
Khelafat Hossian Residing at Vill
- Harpur Uttar Para, P.o - Madunda,
P.s - Amdanga, District - 24 Pgs(N),
Pin- 743711 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Md Abdul
Momen. I declare that Md Abdul
Momin and Md Abdul Momen is same
and one identical person by virtue of
an affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 06-03-2025.

Name Change

I, Samarendra Nath Mallick (Old
Name) son of Sasadhar Mallick,
residing at 73, Charu Chandra
Singha, Howrah, Pin- 711101, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Samarendra Mallick (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025.
Samarendra Mallick (New Name) and
Samarendra Nath Mallick (Old Name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Rawson Ali Haldar (Old Name) son
of Ajed Ali Haldar, residing at Vill &
P.O.- Nabagram, P.S.- Baruipur, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas, Pin- 743372, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Roshan Haldar (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025. Roshan
Haldar (New Name) and Rawson Ali
Haldar (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, Sujit Talukder (Old Name) son
of Biswanath Talukdar, residing at
Simulpur, P.O.- Thakurnagar, P.S.-
Gaighata, Dist.- North 24 Pagranas,
Pin- 743287, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sujit Talukdar
(New Name) as declared before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, dated
06/03/2025. Sujit Talukdar (New
Name) and Sujit Talukder (Old Name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Biswanath Talukder (Old Name)
son of Tarak Talukdar, residing at
Simulpur, P.O.- Thakurnagar, PS.-
Gaighata, Dist.- North 24 Pagranas,
Pin- 743287, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Biswanath Talukdar (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025.
Biswanath Talukdar (New Name) and
Biswanath Talukder (Old Name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Ranjit Paul (Old Name) son of
Ramesh Chandra Paul, residing
at 2/120, Azad Hind Nagar, P.O.-
Agar Para, P.S.- Ghola, Dist.-North
24 Pgs, Pin- 700109, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Ranajit Paul (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 06/03/2025. Ranajit Paul (New
Name) and Ranjit Paul (Old Name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Suresh Suhasaria (Old Name) son
of Badridas Suhasaria, residing at
87 A, Bondel Road, Ballygunge,
Kolkata- 700019, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Suresh
Kumar Suhasaria (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025. Suresh
Kumar Suhasaria (New Name) and
Suresh Suhasaria (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Yeasin Ali Sekh (Old Name) son
of Anar Ali Sk, residing at Vill.-
Ajodhyanagar, P.O.- Serakole, P.S.-
Usthi, Dist.- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743513, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Eyasin Ali
Sk (New Name) as declared before
the Ist Class Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore, dated 03/03/2025. Eyasin
Ali Sk (New Name) and Yeasin Ali
Sekh (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Golam Kibria
Sarkar (Old Name) son of Kala Chand
Sarkar, residing at Vill.- Chak Jaydi,
P.O.- Sitalatala Rajarampur, P.S.-
Usthi, Dist.- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743513, West Bengal, INDIA,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Golam Ki-
bria Sarkar (New Name) as declared
before the st Class Judicial
Magistrate  at ~ Alipore,  dated
03/03/2025. Golam Kibria Sarkar
(New Name) and Mohammed Golam
Kibria Sarkar (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Ayan Halder S/O Late Aloke
Kumar Halder, declare that my
father said name Aloke Halder & Alok
Haldar (old names), residing at VILL-
MOYDAH, PO.-  MOYDAH,
BARUIPUR, PS.- JOYNAGAR,
Pin-743337, West Bengal, India, have
changed my father name and he shall
henceforth be known as Aloke Kumar
Halder (new name) vide an affidavit
sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on 06/03/2025. Aloke Kumar
Halder (new name) and Aloke Halder
& Alok Haldar (old names) all are the
same and one identical person.

next day.

day.

City in SER jurisdiction.

Running of Holi special trains

MI News Service, Kolkata: It has been decided to
run Holi Special trains as per following schedule:
06077/06078 MGR Chennai
chi-MGR Chennai Central Special:
06077 MGR Chennai Central-Santragachi Special
will leave MGR Chennai Central on 08.03.2025 &
12.03.2025 at 23:45 hrs and will reach Santragachi at
07:15 hrs, the third day. In the return direction, 06078
Santragachi-MGR Chennai Central Special will leave
Santragachi on 10.03.2025 & 14.03.2025 at 09:00 hrs
and will arrive MGR Chennai Central at 15:30 hrs, the

The Special train will have stoppages at Baleshwar
and Kharagpur in SER jurisdiction.

06055/06056 Podanur-Barauni-Podanur Special:

06055 Podanur-Barauni Special will leave Podanur
on 08.03.2025 & 15.03.2025 at 11:45 hrs and will
reach Barauni at 14:30 hrs, the third day. In the re-
turn direction, 06056 Barauni-Podanur Special will
leave Barauni on 11.03.2025 & 18.03.2025 at 23:45
hrs and will arrive Podanur at 03:45 hrs, the fourth

The Special train will have stoppages at Jharsugu-
da, Rourkela, Nuagaon, Hatia, Ranchi Muri and Boka-
ro Steel City in SER jurisdiction.

08897/08898 Gondia-Patna-Gondia Special:

08897 Gondia-Patna Special will leave Gondia on
11.03.2025 & 12.03.2025 at 11:00 hrs and will reach
Patna at 11:00 hrs, the next day. In the return direc-
tion, 08898 Patna-Gondia Special will leave Patna on
12.03.2025 & 13.03.2025 at 12:30 hrs and will arrive
Gondia at 14:30 hrs, the next day.

The Special train will have stoppages at Jharsugu-
da, Rourkela, Hatia, Ranchi Muri and Bokaro Steel

03430/03429 Malda Town-Charlapalli (Near Secun-
derabad)-Malda Town Special:

03430 Malda Town -Charlapalli Special will leave
Malda Town on 18.03.2025 at 18.10 hrs and will reach
Charlapalli at 04.00 hrs, the third day. In the return
direction, 03429 Charlapalli-Malda Town Special will
leave Charlapalli on 20.03.2025 at 16.50 hrs and will
reach Malda Town at 05.10 hrs, the third day.

The Special train will have stoppages at Andul,
Kharagpur and Baleshwar in SER jurisdiction.

Central-Santraga-
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Marching ahead towards green railways:
Eastern Railway leverages solar energy

to minimize carbon footprint

MI News Service, Kolkata:
taking significant strides in its commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability by incorporating alternative
sources of energy as part of its efforts to reduce its
carbon footprint. By harnessing solar power, the Rail-
way zone is advancing towards a greener, cleaner fu-
ture, minimizing dependence on conventional energy
and contributing to the reduction of greenhouse gas

As part of this initiative, Eastern Railway has in-
stalled solar plants at multiple locations across the
region. These plants are designed to supply effective,
eco-friendly power for day-to-day operations, thereby
reducing reliance on fossil fuels while promoting re-

In the financial year 2024-25, Eastern Railway suc-
cessfully installed solar plants with a total capacity
of 5.94 MWp up to February 28, 2025. This addition
brings the cumulative installed capacity of solar pow-
er across Eastern Railway to 24.458 MWp by the end

This initiative has proven to be not just environmen-
tally beneficial but also economically advantageous.
The total solar energy generation for Eastern Railway
in the financial year 2024-25, up to February 2025,
has reached 19.19 MU, with a corresponding mone-
tary saving of ¥10.22 crores. This marks a significant
achievement, surpassing the solar energy generation
of 10.29 MU in the previous financial year 2023-24
up to February, showcasing a remarkable growth in

The focus on solar energy aligns with Eastern Rail-
way’s larger vision of contributing to the national goal
of reducing carbon emissions, promoting sustainabili-
ty, and enhancing the energy efficiency of the rail sec-
tor. As Eastern Railway continues to expand its green
initiatives, it remains committed to exploring further
renewable energy solutions to power its operations,
making a positive impact on both the environment

Eastern Railway is

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Metro Railway,
Kolkata is going to grant
another complete Traffic
Block on 08.03.2025 (Sat-
urday) and 09.03.2025
(Sunday) (2 days, Saturday
and Sunday) for testing
of Communication Based
Train Control (CBTC) Sys-
tem on the entire East-
West  Metro  Corridor

Complete block on green line on 08.03.2025
(Saturday) and 09.03.2025 (Sunday)

Name Change

LSusil Pal (Old Name) S/O
Madhu Sudhan Pal Residing At 23,
Chanditala Street, Uttarpara, Po &
Ps-Uttarpara  Dist-Hooghly, — Pin-
712258, West Bengal, India, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As  Susil
Kumar Pal (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Ld. Ist
Class Executive Judicial Magistrate
At Serampore Court On 28/02/2025.
That Susil Pal (Old Name) And Susil
Kumar Pal (New Name) Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

1, Krishnakant Tosawar (Old Name)
son of Om Prakash Tosawar,
residing at 3740-41, Gali No-18,
Raigar Pura, VTC Karol Bagh, New
Delhi, Central Delhi, Delhi- 110005,
Delhi, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Krishna Kant Tosawar (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 05/03/2025.
Krishna Kant Tosawar (New Name)
and Krishnakant Tosawar (Old Name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Swapna Maity (Old Name) wife
of Kunal Maity, residing at Banerjee
Para, P.O.- Madral, Bhatpara, North
24 Parganas, Pin- 743126, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Swapna Bhowmik (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025. Swapna
Bhowmik (New Name) and Swapna
Maity (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Jitendra Rampuria (Old Name)
son of Mahendra Kumar Rampuria,
residing at Top Floor, 39, Strand
Road, Near Income Tax Building,

Burrabazar, Kolkata-700001,
West  Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall

henceforth be known as Jitendra
Kumar Rampuria (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025. Jitendra
Kumar Rampuria (New Name) and
Jitendra Rampuria (Old Name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I,Santigopal Jana(Old Name) S/O
Manas Jana Residing At Vill-
Radhakrishnanagar, ~Po-Durbachati,
Ps-Pathar Pratima,Dist-24 Parganas
(North), Pin-743347, West Bengal,
India, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Shantigopal Jana(New Name) Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata ~ On
06/03/2025. That Santigopal Jana
(Old Name) And Shantigopal Jana
(New Name) Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Akhilesh Kumar Yadav(Old Name)
S/O Late Sunil Prasad Yadav &
Sunil Pd Yadav, Residing At 33/34,
Sanatan Mistry Lane, Po-Salkia,
Ps-Golabari, Dist-Howrah, Pin-
711106, West Bengal, India, Have
Changed My Name And Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Akhilesh
Kr Yadav(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 06/03/2025.
That Akhilesh Kumar Yadav (Old
Name) And Akhilesh Kr Yadav(New
Name) Both Are The Same And One

Identical Person.

(Green Line) from Howrah
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector
V. No services will be avail-
able during that period on
East-West Corridor only.
Services will be partial-
ly affected on 07.03.2025
evening and 10.03.2025
morning also as under.
Last Metro Service on
07.03.25 (Friday)
Green Line — 1
At 19:03 hrs. from Sealdah
to Salt Lake Sector V (in-
stead of 21:35 hrs.)
At 19:05 hrs. from Salt Lake
Sector V to Sealdah (instead
of 21:40 hrs.)
Green Line-2
At 19:00 hrs. from Espla-
nade and Howrah Maidan
(instead of 21:45 hrs.)
First Metro Service
10.03.25 (Monday)
Green Line - 1
At 08:05 hrs. from Salt Lake
Sector V to Sealdah (instead
of 07:05 hrs.)
At 08:15 hrs. from Sealdah
to Salt Lake Sector V (in-
stead of 06:55 hrs.)
Green Line-2
At 08:00 hrs. from Espla-
nade and Howrah Maidan
(instead of 07:00 hrs.)
Services on Blue Line will
be operated as usual.
Inconvenience caused to
the Green Line Metro pas-
sengers is deeply regretted.

on

Name Change

I, Aktar Ali (Old Name) son of Sukur
Ali Gharami, residing at Nabapur
Rajarhat, Reckjoani (CT), PO.-
Rajarhat, Dist- North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700135, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Aktar Ali Gharami (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 06/03/2025. Aktar Ali
Gharami (New Name) and Aktar
Ali (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Running of

special trains
MI News Service, Kolkata:
It has been decided to run
Special Trains between Kol-
kata-Puri-Kolkata as per fol-
lowing schedule:
03101/03102 Kolkata-Puri-Kolkata Special:

03101 Kolkata-Puri Spe-
cial will leave Kolkata on
13.03.2025, 18.03.2025 &
20.03.2025 at 23.50 hrs and
will reach Puri at 09.35 hrs,
the next day. In the return
direction, 03102 Puri-Kol-
kata Special will leave Puri
on 14.03.2025, 19.03.2025 &
21.03.2025 at 15.30 hrs and
will reach Kolkata at 02.00
hrs, the next day.

The Special train will have
stoppages at Andul, Kharag-
pur & Baleshwar in SER ju-
risdiction.

Eastern Railway to run
two more Holi spl trains

MI News Service,
Kolkata: To clear the ex-
pected rush of passengers
during ensuing Holi, East-
ern Railway has decided to
run seven (02) more Holi
special trains between Seal-
dah & New Jalpaiguri and
Malda town & Charlapalli.
These special trains will of-
fer additional capacity and
flexibility to accommodate
the extra rush of passen-
gers during the Holi festival
period. Additional 5,900
berths will be generated by
running these Holi festival

specials.

03105 Sealdah - New
Jalpaiguri Holi  Special
will leave Sealdah at

23:40 hrs. on 16.03.2025
& 18.03.2025 (02 trips) to
reach New Jalpaiguri at
10:45 hrs. on the next day.
03106 New Jalpaiguri -
Sealdah Holi Special will
leave New Jalpuiguri at
12:45 hrs. on 17.03.2025
& 19.03.2025 (02 trips) to
reach Sealdah at 01:05 hrs.
on the next day. The train
will stop at Naihati, Ban-
del, Nabadwip Dham, Kat-
wa, Azimganj Jn., Jangipur
Road, Malda Town, Barsoi,
Kishanganj and Aluabari
Road stations in both direc-
tions enroute. The train will
have General Second Class,
Sleeper Class & Air-condi-
tioned Accommodations.
03430 Malda Town-
Charlapalli Holi Special
will leave Malda Town at
18:10 hrs. on 18.03.2025
(01 trip) to reach Charlapa-
Ii at 04:00 hrs. on the 3rd
day and 03429 Charlapalli
- Malda Town Holi Special
will leave Charlapalli at
16:50 hrs. on 20.03.2025
(01 trip) to reach Malda
Town at 05:10 hrs. on the
3rd day. The special train
will stop at 28 stations in-
cluding New Farakka, Bar-
harwa, Rampurhat, Bolpur

(Shantiniketan), Barddha-
man & Dankuni stations
within Eastern Railway

jurisdiction in both direc-
tions enroute. The train will
have General Second Class,
Sleeper Class & Air-condi-
tioned accommodations.

The date of booking of
tickets for the above spe-
cial trains will be notified
shortly.

Fire fighting training at
Noapara carshed

MI News  Service,
Kolkata: Metro Rail-
way takes all possible
measures and care for
ensuring commuters safe-
ty. Shri P Uday Kumar
Reddy, General Manager,
Metro Railway regular-
ly monitors and reviews
safety measures adopted
in the 'Lifeline of Kolkata'
to avoid any untoward in-
cident like fire. In order to
check the preparedness
of Metro staff of different
departments to tackle any
fire emergency inside the
tunnels or on the viaduct,
regular training is con-
ducted in Metro Railway,
Kolkata.

Fire fighting training
programmes for field staff
were conducted under
the supervision of senior
officers on 05.03.2025
at Noapara Carshed. In
this training, Metro staff
were imparted training
on how to douse the flame
through simulation of var-
ious fire and smoke con-
ditions at stations. Staff
from Traffic Department
attended this training.
It is expected that such
trainings will sharpen the
skill and alertness of staff
to respond to any emer-
gency situation and mini-
mize the rescue time and
restore normalcy at the
earliest.

Railway Board Announces
Centralized CBT for Departmental
Promotions to Ensure Transparency

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: The Rail-
way Board has officially
announced a significant
step forward in the trans-
parency and fairness of de-
partmental promotion ex-
aminations. In a high-level
meeting held today, the
Railway Board confirmed
that all future departmen-
tal promotion examina-
tions will be conducted
centrally by the Railway
Recruitment Board (RRB)
through Computer Based
Tests (CBT). This move
aims to ensure a uniform,
transparent, and efficient
process for all employees
seeking promotion within
the Indian Railways.

Under this new poli-
cy, all zonal railways will
be required to prepare
an examination calendar,
and the exams will strict-
ly follow the established
schedule. This centralized
approach builds upon the
Railway Board's commit-
ment to maintaining the
highest standards of in-
tegrity in recruitment and
promotion practices.

The decision follows
years of successful, trans-
parent, and highly appre-
ciated examinations con-
ducted by the RRB, which
have set a benchmark in
fairness and transparency.
Since 2015, over 7 crore
candidates have under-
gone computer-based ex-
aminations without any
instances of paper leaks,
impersonation, remote log-
in manipulation, or the use
of spy devices.

How RRB Ensures Trans-
parency:

The integrity of RRB’s
examination process has
been ensured through a
combination of stringent
checks, sophisticated tech-
nological infrastructure,
and thorough auditing.
Some key measures in-
clude:

Open Tender Process for
Exam Conducting Agen-
cies: The selection of exam
conducting agencies fol-

lows an open tender pro-
cess, ensuring only the
most qualified and certi-
fied agencies are entrusted
with organizing these criti-
cal exams. The criteria for
selecting agencies include
ISO certifications, finan-
cial stability, CERT-IN and

CMMI certifications, and
past experience.
Rigorous Examination

Center Auditing: Railway
authorities conduct com-
prehensive audits of all
examination centers, en-
suring all facilities are up
to standard. This includes
checks for adequate re-
stroom facilities, 100%
CCTV coverage, IP-based
surveillance, power back-
up, and isolated locations
to minimize interference.

Detailed  Technical
Specifications: The ex-
amination infrastructure
adheres to high technical
specifications,  ensuring
smooth and secure con-
duct of exams. From serv-
er capacities to individual
node specifications, every
detail is carefully crafted
to prevent malpractices
and ensure optimal perfor-
mance during the exam-
ination.

Randomized Candidate
Allotment and Robust Se-
curity Measures: The al-
location of candidates to
exam centers, laborato-
ries, and nodes is fully au-
tomated and randomized,
eliminating any potential
human bias. Candidates
are thoroughly frisked,
biometric authentication
(both LTI and digital) is
done, and handwriting
samples are captured at
multiple stages to enhance
security. Additionally, Aad-
haar-based authentication
is utilized to confirm can-
didate identity.

Encrypted Question Pa-
pers and Shuffling: Ques-
tion papers are encrypted
with 256-bit encryption,
with decryption occurring
only at the time the can-
didate logs in. To further
maintain fairness, no two

candidates receive the
same sequence of ques-
tions, and the answer op-
tions for each question are
randomized.

Multiple Layers of Invig-
ilation: The examination
process is overseen by a
three-layered invigilation
system: Railway Officers
and Supervisors, the Ex-
amination Conducting
Agency (ECA) team, and
surprise checks by the
Railway Vigilance team.
This multi-tiered approach
ensures stringent monitor-
ing and swift detection of
any attempts at malprac-
tice.

Eligibility ~ Verification
and Application Integrity:
The application process
is designed with robust
fraud prevention mecha-
nisms, including QR codes
for detecting fake appli-
cations, and barcodes on
admit cards to confirm the
authenticity of candidates.
Furthermore, eligibility
data such as caste certif-
icates, date of birth, and
qualifications are clear-
ly defined and rigorously
captured.

Candidate Transparen-
cy: Candidates are provid-
ed with their question pa-
pers, answer booklets, and
the correct answer keys at
the end of the examination.
They are also given an op-
portunity to raise objec-
tions if they believe there
is an error in the questions
or answer keys.

This centralized approach
to CBT for departmental
promotions not only reflects
the Railway Board's ongo-
ing efforts to modernize and
streamline recruitment pro-
cesses but also ensures that
employees are promoted
based on merit, without any
concerns about fairness or
transparency. The Railway
Board remains committed
to maintaining the integrity
of its recruitment and pro-
motion systems, ensuring
the best possible outcomes
for the Indian Railways and
its employees.

RPF, Eastern Railway rescues 101 minors under
"Operation Aahat"; 32 human traffickers arrested

MI News Service,
Kolkata: In a significant
achievement under "Oper-
ation AAHT", the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) of
Eastern Railway has suc-
cessfully rescued 101 mi-
nors and adult from various
railway stations across its
jurisdiction between April
1, 2024, and March 5, 2025.
Among the rescued individ-
uals, 89 were boys and 6
were girls. Additionally, six
adults (two males and four
females) were also saved
from trafficking attempts.
During this period, RPF
personnel of Eastern Rail-
way arrested 32 human
traffickers, dealing a strong
blow to trafficking networks.
Division-wise, Howrah Divi-
sion arrested 13 traffickers
and rescued 52 individuals,

Sealdah Division arrested
06 traffickers and rescued
08 individuals, while Malda
Division arrested 13 traf-
fickers and rescued 41 indi-
viduals.

Through their vigilance
and swift action, RPF per-
sonnel not only reunited
many of these children
with their families but also
ensured that others were
placed in safe custody

through the appropriate au-
thorities. Strict legal action
has been taken against the
traffickers under relevant
provisions of the Railway
Act.

The success of "Operation
AAHT" underscores Eastern
Railway's unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding
vulnerable individuals and
maintaining a secure rail-
way environment.

Level crossing gate no. 92/e between Debagram
and Plassey stations upgraded to "A" class

MI News Service,
Kolkata: In a significant step
towards enhancing railway
safety, Level Crossing (LC) Gate
No. 92/E, situated between De-
bagram and Plassey stations
in the Krishnanagar-Lalgola
section, has been successful-
ly interlocked and upgraded
from a “C” class to an “A”
class gate as of March 6, 2025.
This upgrade strengthens the
reliability of the signalling sys-
tem and enhances operational
safety for both railway users
and road traffic.

The modernization of the gate includes several key
features:

Enhanced Signalling & Moni-
toring: A Gate Signal Operat-
ing Panel has been installed,
equipped with a track char-
ger failure alarm, Integrated
Power Supply (IPS) failure in-
dication, and a train approach
warning system.

Improved Barrier Mech-
anism: An electrical lifting
barrier has been introduced,
supported by a standby sliding
barrier, ensuring uninterrupt-
ed operations.

Reliable Power Supply: Sep-
arate power supplies for the
electrical lifting and sliding
barriers have been provided
along with an Integrated Pow-
er Supply System (IPS) featur-
ing maintenance-free VRLA
batteries.

Advanced Control & Com-

munication: A Remote Ter-
minal Unit (RTU) with a data
logger has heen installed for
efficient failure detection,
along with a voice logger tele-
phone directly linked to De-
bagram station for enhanced
communication.

Safety Enhancements: A
three-aspect road signal and
hooter system have heen in-
corporated for  additional
safety. A signal clearance flow
chart and Remote Terminal
Unit (RTU) bit chart have also
been provided for easy trou-
bleshooting.

Approach Warning System:
A 60-second Digital Audio Log-
ger (D.A.L) for train approach
warning ensures timely alerts
for road users.
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Dual Track Detection: MS-
DAC and DC track circuits
have been installed for supe-
rior track detection and train
movement monitoring.

Improved  Infrastructure:
Maintenance-free earth and
properly twisted cables with
systematic dressing in location
boxes have been introduced
for long-term reliability. Ad-
ditionally, LED color light gate
signals have been provided,
with three-aspect signals on
the Up line and two-aspect sig-
nals on the Down line.

This significant upgrade
reinforces Eastern Railway’s
commitment to ensuring safer
and more efficient railway op-
erations while prioritizing pas-
senger and road user safety.
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Threw Garbage from a Moving Train, Lost the Job

MI News Service,
Kolkata: When a video of
a sanitation worker throw-
ing garbage onto the tracks
from a moving train surfaced
on social media, the railway
conducted a thorough inves-
tigation. The employee was
identified as Kanchan Lal.
The railway took strict action
against the company providing
onboard housekeeping ser-
vices. The company was found
guilty of violating Clause 9 of
the cleanliness contract. As a
result, the Prayagraj division

imposed a fine of 225,000 on
the contractor. Additionally,
the contractor was issued a
strict warning that any future
violations would lead to even
harsher penalties.

In its clarification to the
railway, the company stat-
ed that Kanchan Lal was as-
signed duty on February 28 on
train number 04115, Subed-
arganj-Lokmanya Tilak Spe-
cial. He was instructed not to
throw garbage on the tracks,
but he acted negligently. Fol-
lowing complaints on social

media, he was removed from
duty.

The railway has directed all
onboard housekeeping service
providers to train their em-
ployees on proper waste dis-
posal, ensuring that garbage
is not thrown from moving
trains. Employees must be
provided with large waste col-
lection bags, and all garbage
should be gathered and dis-
posed of at designated stations
or at the train’s final destina-
tion at the garbage collection
points.

Blackstone very close to acquire Kolkata's South City mall

MI News Service,
Kolkata:  US investment
giant Blackstone is close to
clinching a deal to purchase
Kolkata’s iconic South City
Mall, for as much as $400 mil-
lion (Rs 3,480 crore), marking
one of the biggest Indian mall
acquisitions.

Citing people with knowl-
edge of the matter, global
media company Bloomberg
reported that Blackstone is
in “conversations with finan-
ciers” to line up funding for
the transaction to buy the
mall, which is the largest in
eastern India.

Blackstone has heen work-
ing for several months to
acquire the sprawling mall,
which was built and is owned
by South City Developers,
which also developed Urbana
Kolkata, a large luxury apart-
ment complex.

South City is a consor-
tium of top real estate play-

ers led by Pradeep Sureka,
who heads the Kolkata-based
real estate giant, the Sureka
Group. Other owners of South
City include Emami Realty and
other investors.

Sureka has confirmed that
the talks are at a final phase.

The mall, which opened in
2008, has become one of the
city’s most popular shopping
hubs thanks to its prime south
Calcutta location. Spanning
over one million square feet,
the mall is home to around 170
stores, including international
brands like Zara and Marks &
Spencer along with popular
domestic retail chains. It also
has a mix of cinemas, food
courts and restaurants.

The proposed purchase
would mark the $1-trillion as-
set manager’s entry into malls
in Kolkata, adding to its retail
property holdings. Through
its Nexus Select Trust, a real
estate investment trust, Black-

stone has a portfolio of around
18 malls in 14 cities in India,
and it has already invested
$20 billion in Indian office
space and hotels.

Blackstone is aiming to
tap into consumer spending,
which drives almost 60 per
cent of India’s gross domestic
product, Bloomberg said. As
part of that strategy, it has
invested in warehouses to be
present in the e-commerce
supply chain, and buying the
mall would extend its retail
presence to brick-and-mortar
stores.

One report indicates that a
school in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
will also be part of the deal.
The Kolkata-based real estate
developers also controlled
projects in Colombo. There
are indications that they were
rattled by the island’s political
upheavals and selling South
City would help reduce bor-
rowings.

"Who has stopped, have we ever said don't bring it back...":
Omar Abdullah refers to Jaishankar's remarks on PoK

MI News Service, Srinagar:
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday took potshots at the BJP
members in assembly over some of
the decisions of the party-led gov-
ernment at the Centre, saying it
had divided Jammu and Kashmir
into two union territories, which
is not how the then Maharaja Hari
Singh shaped it. The Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister also re-
ferred to a recent remark of Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and asked who is stopping the BJP
government from "bringing back"
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir. "If we
look at the legacy of Maharaja Sa-
hab, what were the biggest things
- Jammu and Kashmir state, what
have you done to this...He gave it
shape... one portion is in Pakistan
occupation. On this, the Foreign
Minister said that we will bring it
back. Who stopped...have we ever
said don't bring it back...Congress
was targeted in speeches here (hy

BJP members) that you left this,
that...tell what was brought back
during the Kargil War. That was
an opportunity you should have
brought back. You had a reason,
Pakistan had attacked...should
have done at that time...okay bring
it back now," Omar Abdullah said.
The National Conference leader
said that in the map of Jammu and
Kashmir, one portion is under Pa-
kistan occupation, but there is a
portion under the illegal occupa-
tion of China as well. "Why is not
talked of, when you bring back
from that side, bring back that with
China also," he said. External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar, at an
event at Chatham House in London
as part of his visit to the United
Kingdom, referred to steps taken
by the BJP-led government to ush-
er speedy development including
abrogation of Article 370, restoring
growth and economic and holding
elections which saw high turnout.

'In Kashmir, we have done a good
job solving most of it. I think re-
moving Article 370 was one step.
Then, restoring growth, economic
activity and social justice in Kash-
mir was step number two. Holding
elections, which were done with a
very high turnout, was step num-
ber three. I think the part we are
waiting for is the return of the sto-
len part of Kashmir, which is on the
illegal Pakistani occupation. When
that's done, I assure you, Kashmir
solved," he said in sharp response
to a question. Pakistan has heen in
illegal occupation of approximately
78,000 sq km of Indian territory in
the Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh. China con-
tinues to be in illegal occupation
of approximately 38,000 sq km. of
Indian territory in the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh. Pakistan had ille-
gally ceded 5,180 sq km of Indian
territory in Shaksgam Valley from
areas illegally occupied by Pakistan.
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Bhattacharya and Ward Trinamool President Bablu Paine and Haji Mukhtar on Thursday
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Following E-tender is invited by the
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(General)/Eastern Railway, Sealdah,
2nd Floor, Remote Control Building,
Eastern Railway, Kolkata-700 014
in connection with the following work:
Tender No.: ELEG-OT-1188-2024-
25-R, Date: 03.03.2025. Particulars
of work: Improvement in
examination facilities for proper
lighting and welding facilities at Old
Yard Naihati (line no. 10/0OR to
14/OR). Tender value: %
2,11,72,356. Earnest Money: ¥
2,55,900. Cost of Tender
Document: ¥ 0. Completion
period: 15 months. Tender
Publication Date: 03.03.2025.
Tender Closing Date & Time:
28.03.2025 at 14.00 hrs. Tender
Bid Opening Date & Time:
28.03.2025, 14.00 hrs. Tender
Bidding Start Date: 14.03.2025.
Details of tender notice and
corrigendum issued from time to
time are available at website:
www.ireps.gov.in.
(SDAH-375/2024-25)

Tender Notices are also available at website:
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in

MI News Service,
Gandhinagar: Under the
chairmanship of Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, an
MoU was signed between the
State Health and Family Welfare
Department and Lions Clubs In-
ternational Foundation (LCIF) in
Gandhinagar on Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has resolved to make In-
dia TB-free by 2025. Under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, the State Gov-
ernment has taken this step in
Gujarat's commitment to fulfill
this resolution of the Prime Min-
ister, said an official release.

Under this MoU, the Lions
Clubs International Foundation
will join hands with TB patients
as a Nikshay Mitra and contrib-
ute to a TB-free India by provid-
ing nutrition kits.

On this occasion, the State
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Hrishikesh Patel was

Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway
@ easternrailwayheadquarter

Open Tender No.: DyELA20-Paint-Pt22- 1.
E-Tenders are invited from experienced or
interested contractors on behalf of president
of India for the under mentioned work. Name
of Work : Screening and Loading of Grits/
Shots, preparation of masking board from
plywood, Cleaning of Loco Shell after grit
blasting, putty application and rubbing
operation for painting of locos by outside
agency through E-Open tender at paint shop
ELA-16/CLW/CRJ. Quantity : 280 nos.
Locomotives. Cost of work : ¥ 13,77,367.60/-
(Including 18% GST). BID Security:
 27,600/-. Time of Completion : 12 Months.
Online Tender Closing Date & Time :
18.03.2025 at 11.00 hrs. Detailed information
about tender and tender format is available at
website www.ireps.gov.in

PR5/829] AWM/ELA-I/CLW/Chittaranjan

Like us on: www.facebook.com/clwrailways

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
(C) OPENE-TENDER NOTICE

present.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel expressed his confidence
that if the commitment of vol-
untary organisations is added to
the efforts of the State Govern-
ment, then the Prime Minister's
vision of a TB-free India will
definitely be realised.

Along with treatment, TB pa-
tients also need nutritious food.
Therefore, as TB patients are
detected and put under treat-
ment, these patients need Nik-
shay Mitra for nutrition kits.

Under the TB-free India cam-
paign of the Central Govern-

ment, to accelerate the eradi-
cation work, the President has

Gujarat govt signs MoU with Lions
Clubs International Foundation to
provide nutrition kits to TB patients

also urged the corporate sector,
voluntary organisations, elected
representatives, political par-
ties, and institutions to organise
a new initiative to ensure that
TB patients get nutritious food,
vocational support, diagnosis
and other necessities.

So far, about 10,555 Nikshay
Mitras have been registered in
the Nikshay portal under this
campaign, and 3,49,534 nutri-
tion kits have heen distributed
to TB patients for nutritious
food.

Lions Clubs International
Foundation has shown enthusi-
asm to become Nikshay Mitras
under the TB-Free India cam-
paign and provide nutrition kits
to TB patients, as part of which
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) has been signed to
adopt TB patients and provide
nutrition support.

Under this MoU, Lions Clubs
International will provide nu-
trition kits to all the needy TB
patients identified by the state
government every month till the
treatment continues.

On this occasion, Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief Min-
ister Shri M. K. Das, Principal
Secretary to the Health Depart-
ment Shri Dhananjay Dwivedi,
Secretary to the Chief Minister
Smt. Avantika Singh, Health
Commissioner Shri Harshad
Patel, Dr. Ratan Kanwar Gadhvi
Charan, Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation office bear-
ers Shri Rameshbhai Prajapati,
Frank Moore and high officials
of the Health Department were

present.

ED raids
in SDPI
hideouts

MI News Service, Kochi
/New Delhi: Union Min-
ister for Minority Affairs
Kiren Rijiju defended ED
raids in SDPI offices say-
ing that all the actions by
the enforcement agencies
are based on certain facts
and figures.

Responding to a query,
while interacting with re-
porters, on the Enforce-
ment Directorate raids as
part of a money launder-
ing investigation against
SDPI, purportedly the po-
litical outfit of the banned
jihadi organization Popu-
lar Front of India (PFI), he
said: "All the actions by
the enforcement agencies
are based on certain facts
and figures which I can't
comment on."

He was in Thiruvanan-
thapuram to attend the
regional review meeting
and training workshop on
the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Vikas Karyakram (PM-
JVK) for the states and
union territories of the
Southern Region.

India needs to attract
MSMEs from other
nations: NITI VC

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India needs to at-
tract MSMEs from other
countries to drive com-
petitiveness and integrate
small and medium enter-
prises with larger supply
chains to achieve 7-8 per
cent economic growth,
NITI Aayog Vice-Chair-
man Suman Bery said.

Addressing an event or-
ganised by industry body
CII, Bery said that India
will have to attract micro,
small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) from
other countries to be fully
competitive.

"We have miles to go to
keep up with China. Be-
cause China was success-
ful in attracting the big
boys," he said.

CISF creates domain experts
to become future-ready
force: DG R § Bhatti

MI News Service,
Chennai: The CISF has
created experts in ten
domains including avia-
tion security, Information
Technology, anti-drone
solutions, and fire man-
agement to enhance its
surveillance and security
of national assets, its Di-
rector General Rajwinder
Singh Bhatti said.

These domain experts
who will also be from
other fields like training,
battle craft, weapons &
tactics will undergo ad-
vanced training soon and
will become the drivers of
new knowledge, technolo-
gy, and skill in the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), he said.

"This new initiative will
make CISF a future-ready
force... Our aim is to build
a force that offers world-
class security solutions by
bringing new technology
and new skills into the
sector," Bhatti told re-
porters here while speak-
ing in connection with the
56th CISF Raising Day to
be observed on March 7
at Rajadithya Chozhan
RTC, Thakkolam, in
which Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah will be the
chief guest.

Karnataka govt tables

Microfinance Bill in Assembly

MI News
Bengaluru: The Kar-
nataka government on
Thursday introduced a
bill in the Assembly aimed
at protecting borrowers
from harassment by mi-
crofinance institutions
(MFIs), with penal provi-
sions including a jail term
up to 10 years and fines of
Rs five lakh for violations.

The Karnataka Micro
Loan and Small Loan
(Prevention of Coercive
Actions) Bill, 2025, was
tabled by Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minis-
ter H K Patil on behalf of
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah.

The bill seeks to re-
place The Karnataka Mi-
cro Loan and Small Loan
(Prevention of Coercive
Actions) Ordinance that
was promulgated on Feb-
ruary 12.

Service,

Haryana Assembly budget session from March
7 to 28, budget to be presented on March 17

MI News Service,
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Thursday said that the
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC) of the Haryana Assem-
bly has finalized the schedule
for the upcoming hudget ses-
sion.

The state's annual budget
will be presented on March
17, while the session will run
from March 7 to March 28.

During the BAC meeting,
changes to the proposed bud-
get session schedule were ap-
proved.

In a press conference after
the meeting, Saini said, "The
session of the Assembly will
begin tomorrow with the Gov-
ernor's address. Right now, it
will run till March 28, and if
there is a need to extend it,
it can be extended further in
the BAC (Business Advisory
Council) meeting; it has been
discussed now... This is the
first budget session of the
government... This was also
discussed in the BAC meeting
today... The budget will be
presented on March 17."

The Haryana CM also in-

formed that the government
will introduce some important
bills during the budget session.

CM Saini also targeted
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann over the farmers'
agitation in Punjab and said,
"Earlier, Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann used to provoke
the farmers. We used to ask
him not to do so because we
understand the pain of the
farmers. I am also a farmer's
son, I know the hardship of
farmer lives"

"We had earlier bought 14
crops on MSP and today we
are buying 100% of crops on
MSP... I had suggested to the
Punjab government that you
should go among the farmers
and assure them... Why are
they not buying the crops on
MSP?... I would like to tell the
Chief Minister of Punjab that
you should work to strengthen
the farmers, do not use lathi
on them," he added.

Meanwhile, Haryana Minis-
ter Anil Vij, said that all par-
ties agreed on the necessity
of a new Assembly building,
citing the expected increase in
the number of MLAs to 120 in

the near future.

Speaking to the media,
Anil Vij said, "It (Haryana
Assembly Budget Session)
will begin tomorrow and go
on till March 28... There was
also a discussion regarding
the new Vidhan Sabha. We
have identified a place, and
now the CM will speak to the
Chandigarh  administration
regarding the cost... Everyone
has agreed that a new Vidhan
Sabha is needed because the
no. of MLAs will increase to
120 in the coming time and
that many MLAs cannot be
accommodated in the current
Vidhan Sabha..."

Another Haryana Minister,
Mahipal Dhanda, said, "The
budget session will go on till
March 28. The budget will
be tabled on March 17... The
Leader of Opposition has not
yet been chosen because they
either don't trust their MLAs
or they don't have anyone el-
igible..."

Earlier, CM Nayab Saini,
who also holds the finance
portfolio, attended a two-day
‘pre-budget consultation'
meeting in Panchkula, which

Babulal Marandi appointed BJP
legislative party leader in Jharkhand

MI News Service, Ranchi:
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty on Thursday appointed its
Jharkhand unit president Ba-
bulal Marandi as the leader of
its legislative party in the state
assembly.

Marandi, a former Chief Min-
ister of state, said the party will
continue to raise issues con-
cerning the Dalits, the tribals
and women.

"The people of Jharkhand,
the poor of Jharkhand, the Dal-
its, the tribals, women, they are
our priority. We will fight for
them in the House as well as
outside the House," Marandi
told ANI.

Marandi was elected leader
of the BJP Legislative Party in
the presence of central observ-
ers - Union Forest and Environ-

ment Minister Bhupendra Ya-
dav and president of the party's
0BC Morcha, K Laxman.

"Today, in the meeting of
the legislative party held in the
presence of Union Minister Bh-
upendra Yadav ji, the observer
appointed for the leader of the
legislative party, and the Na-
tional President of OBC Front K
Laxman ji, the State President
Babulal Marandi ji was elected
as the leader of the legislative
party," BJP Jharkhand posted
on X.

Bhupendra Yadav and K
Laxman were assigned the re-
sponsibility of supervising the
process.

BJP lost the assembly polls
last year in Jharkhand. The
ruling JMM returned to power
along with its allies.

RSS leader Bhaiyyaji Joshi says
remarks on Marathi misconstrued

MI News Service, Mumbai:
Senior Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) leader Bhaiyyaji
Joshi clarified on Thursday that
his remarks on Marathi were
misconstrued.

"Due to one of my state-
ments, a misunderstanding has
occurred. There is no question
that the language of Mumbai is
not Marathi. The language of
Maharashtra is Marathi. Mum-
bai is in Maharashtra, and nat-
urally, the language of Mumbai
is Marathi. Different languag-
es are spoken in India. People
speaking different languages
live in Mumbai as well. So, it is
a natural expectation that they
should also come here and learn
Marathi, understand Marathi
and read Marathi," the RSS
leader told ANI.

He  further  highlighted
Mumbai's status as a model
of linguistic harmony, stating,
"I think that this is a great ex-
ample of co-existence that peo-
ple speaking so many different
languages in India live togeth-
er. I think that Mumbai is also
an ideal example of this. But
there is a natural expectation
that a person coming to Mum-
bai should understand Marathi,
speak Marathi, learn Marathi,
and read Marathi. This is the
only expectation."

Further, Joshi highlighted
that although his mother tongue
is Marathi, he respects all lan-
guages.

'l have nothing more to say
than this... My mother tongue is
Marathi. But I also respect the
existence of all languages... 1
request everyone to see it from
the same perspective,” he fur-
ther said.

Yesterday, speaking during
an event in Mumbai, RSS Senior
leader Suresh Bhaiyyaji Joshi,
said that those coming to Mum-
bai need not learn Marathi. He

also said that Gujarati is the
"language of the Ghatkopar
area in Mumbai."

Joshi had said, "It is not nec-
essary for everyone to know
Marathi."

Responding to this Shiv Sena
(UBT leader) Aditya Thackeray
said, "People from outside come
to our state and settle here.
However, the language of this
land is Marathi, just like Tamil
is in Tamil Nadu and Kannada
is in Karnataka. The ideology of
the BJP is to keep disrespecting
Maharashtra."

"Yesterday, Suresh Bhaiyya ji
said that the language in Ghat-
kopar could be Gujarati, but this
is absolutely not possible. The
language of Mumbai is Marathi.
This government even halted
the Marathi Bhasha Bhavan in
Mumbai because they want to
disrespect Maharashtra and
the Marathi language," Aditya
Thackeray said.

This became a significant is-
sue in the Maharashtra Assem-
bly today, which was adjourned
for five minutes after a heated
debate broke out bhetween the
ruling BJP and Shiv Sena (UBT).

Addressing the Assembly,
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis strongly emphasized, "In
Mumbai, Maharashtra, and the
State government's language is
Marathi, and people who live
here should learn it."

"Marathi is a part of the
state's culture and identity,
and it is the duty of every citi-
zen to learn it," the chief min-
ister and BJP leader said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray has de-
manded a sedition case be
registered against Rashtriya
Bhaiyyaji Joshi for his re-
marks. "A sedition case should
be registered against Bhaiyy-
aji Joshi," Uddhav Thackeray
told reporters.

CBDT's trust first approach yields significant result, 30,161
taxpayers declare foreign assets worth more than Rs 29,000 cr

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) "nudging
campaign" has yielded signif-
icant results with 30,161 tax-
payers declaring foreign assets
worth over Rs 29,000 crore,
government sources told ANI.

According to the sources,
24,678 taxpayers reviewed
their ITRs, and 5,483 taxpay-
ers filed belated returns for
AY 2024-25, declaring foreign
assets worth Rs 29,208 crore
and yielding an additional tax
income of Rs 1,089.88 crore.

Furthermore, 6,734 tax-
payers revised their residen-
tial status from Resident to
Non-Resident.

Overall, approximately 62
per cent of nudged taxpayers

responded positively, voluntari-
ly revising their ITRs to declare
foreign assets and income.

The number of taxpayers
disclosing foreign assets and
income on a voluntary basis
has steadily grown from 60,000
in AY 2021-22 to 2,31,452 tax-
payers in AY 2024-25. This
year, due to extensive outreach
and awareness efforts, vol-
untary disclosures witnessed
a significant 45.17 per cent
growth compared to Assess-
ment Year (AY) 2023-24.

In September 2024, India
received financial information
from over 108 countries re-
garding foreign accounts and
income in the form of interest
and dividends earned outside
India.

NOTICE

1, Sudip Bandyopadhyay. My father
name is Lt. Sabitriprasanna
Bandyopadhyay, my permanent
address is hospital para, Katwa, P.O
& P.S - Katwa, Dist - Purba
Bardhaman. At present Living
Rambagan Gouranga Danga, Ward
No -34 ,P.S - Raniganj , Dist -
Paschim Bardhaman. | have lost my
land Deed no.is 3675/2010, A.D.S.R
Raniganj, Date - 06/08/2010, Area of
land was 3 katha 9 chatak, J.L no
18.This deed is not available upto 20/
01/2025.That was my chain deed.
Owner name was Lalita Singh. [ have
entered the matter in general diary in
Katwa police station, GDE No 1206,
Date 21/02/2025, if any kind hearted
person finds the deed, please contact
me on above address. My mobile no
- 79085 23425 / 97332 23775.
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OFFICE OF THE
AMLAI GRAM PANCHAYAT
BHARATPUR-I DEV. BLOCK
MURSHIDABAD
Corrigendum
CHANGES THE CRIRTICAL DATES OF
THE FOLLOWING NOTICE NOTICE
INVITING e-TENDER NO.: 10/ AM-
LAIGP/2024-2025. Document Download
end Date & Time- 11/03/25 11.00am Last
Date & Time of Online submission Tech-
nical & Financial Bid:-11/03/2025. Date &
time of Opening Technical bid of the office
of the Prodhan Amlai Gram Panchayat:-
13/03/2025
Details see:- www.wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/- Prodhan
Amlai Gram Panchayat

concluded on Tuesday.

The event brought togeth-
er all Ministers, MLAs, and
Administrative Secretaries to
provide valuable insights and
suggestions for the upcoming
state budget for the financial
year 2025-26. Everyone pro-
vided valuabhle suggestions to
help realize the vision of an
inclusive budget, a statement
said.

E-Tenders

e-tenders are invited by Prodhan,
Vedia Gram Panchayat under
Aushgram-Il  Dev. Block, Dist-
Purba Bardhaman, from
resourceful / bonafide contrac-
tors with experience and requisite
credential from 15th FC fund vide
id 2025_7ZPHD_823462_1to 4
Date of closing for submission of
Technical Bid & Financial Bid on
13/03/2025 up to 5.00 PM.2025_
ZPHD_824117_1 Date of closing
for submission of Technical Bid &
Financial Bid on 19/03/2025 up
to2PM, 2025_ZPHD_824140_1 to
4 Date of closing for submission
of Technical Bid & Financial Bid
on 17/03/2025 up to 2.00 PM. For
Details Visit the website: http://wb-
tenders.gov.in

Memari-ll Panchayat
Samity
Paharhati, Purba Bardhaman
e-Tender Notice
e-Tender is invited vide NIT No.:
90/2024-25 & Memo No.: 303, Date:
05.03.2025, for 01 no. scheme
under Memari-ll Panchayat Samity.
Documents download/sell end date
(Online) for Bid Submission up to
13.03.2025 for detail information
please contact with Memari-ll PS
office notice board/SAE Section and

go through e-Tender site
www.wbtenders.qgov.in
Sd/-

Executive Officer,

Memari-ll Panchayat Samity

Amnan Gram

Panchayat
Amnan, Pawnan, Hooghly
Notice Inviting e-Tender
Prodhan, Amnan Gram
Panchayat have invited e-Tender
vide e-TENDER NOTICE
MEMO NO :- 50/AGP/2025,
Date : 06.03.2025. Bidders are
advise to visit
www.wbtenders.gov.in &
Undersigned GP office for

details. Sd/-
Prodhan
Amnan Gram Pancchayat
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Bargachia-l Gram Panchayat
Notice Intiting e-Tender
Notice inviting e-Tender 4 (Four) no
work of 15" FC Fund FY-2024-25
Within Baragachia-1 Gram Panchayat

Will be available at
http:/iwbtenders.gov.in

1) 2025_ZPHD_823837_1

2) 2025_ZPHD_823851_1

3) 2025_ZPHD_823857_1

4) 2025_ZPHD_823876_1
Submission closing date {online):
13/03/2025 at 04.00 P.M.

Sdf-Prodhan

Bargachia-l Gram Panchayat

Ramkrishnapur Gram Panchayat,
Singherhat, kulpi

e-Tender is invited by the undersigned for
1. NIT No- KULPI/RMKGPU/NIT-05 /2024 Date: 04/03/2025
Last Date of Dropping: 13/03/2025 up to 5.00PM
Details available at the office of the undersigned in the
Website: https://wbtenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

Sd/
Prodhan
Ramkrishnapur Gram Panchayat

Dehibatpur Gram Panchayat
Dehibatpur, Alati, Pursurah, Hooghly

Notice Inviting e-Tender

e-NIT vide NIT No: 14/DGP/24-25 (Sl no.1t0 9), Fund : 15" FC
and NIT No. 15/DGP/24-25 (Sl no.1 ), Fund : 5" SFC, Dated 06/
03/2025 are invited by the Prodhan Dehibatpur Gram Panchayat,
from reliable and bonafied Tenderer for work. Online EMD &
Tender fees through ICICI Bank Payment Gateway in e-
procurement portal for deposit from 06/03/2025 to 13/03/2025.
Bid submission closing online on 13/03/2025 at 17:30 Hrs.
Date of Bid Opening 17.03.2025 (11:30 O’Clock). For details
contact the above office or visit https://wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/-
Prodhan
Dehibatpur Gram Panchayat

Bandel Gram Panchayat
Manushpur Basti, Bandel, Chinsurah, Hooghly, 712123
Notice Inviting e-Tender

e-Tender is invited from bonafied and resourceful Agency for Memo
No.: 158/BGP/24-25 (SI. No. 1 to 2), Date: 06.03.2025. Fund: 15®
FC. Publish, Documents Download/Sell & Bid Submission Start Date
(Online): 06.03.2025 from 06:55 PM. Bid Submission Closing (Online):
12.03.2025 up to 03:00 PM. Bid Opening Date for Technical Proposals
(Online): 14.03.2025 at 10:30 AM. For more details please visit
www.wbtenders.gov.in & undersigned GP Office.

Sd/-
Prodhan
Bandel Gram Panchayat




For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

Morning

FRIDAY, KOLKATA, MARCH 7, 2025

MIXED

PEOPLE WITH
ESSENTIAL
TREMOR MAY BE
AT HIGHER RISK
OF DEMENTIA

MINNEAPOLIS: People suffering
from essential tremor, a move-
ment disorder marked by invol-
untary shaking, are three times
more likely to have dementia
than the general population,
according to studies. The find-
ings will be presented at the
American Academy of
Neurology's 76th Annual
Meeting, which will take place in
Denver and online from April 13
to 18, 2024.

Essential tremor is the most
common tremor disorder, even
more prevalent than Parkinson's
disease. In addition to arm and
hand tremors, people may have
uncontrollable shaking of the
head, jaw, and voice.

"While many people living
with essential tremor experi-
ence mild tremor, in some indi-
viduals, the tremor can be quite
severe," said study author Elan
D. Louis, MD, MSc, at University
of Texas Southwestern Medical
Center in Dallas and a Fellow of
the American Academy of
Neurology. "Not only do tremors
affect a person's ability to com-
plete daily tasks such writing
and eating, our study suggests
that people with essential
tremor also have an increased
risk of developing dementia."

The study involved 222 peo-
ple with essential tremor who
had an average age of 79 at the
start of the study. They took
thinking and memory tests to
determine whether they had
normal cognitive skills, mild cog-
nitive impairment or dementia
at the start of the study.

Participants then had follow-
up exams every 1.5 years for an
average of five years.

Of this group, 168 people
had normal cognitive skills, 35
had mild cognitive impairment
and 19 had dementia at the
start of the study.

During the study, 59 devel-
oped mild cognitive impairment
and 41 developed dementia.
Researchers then compared the
rate at which people developed
mild cognitive impairment and
dementia, as well as the preva-
lence of these conditions, to the
rates and prevalence for the
general population. They also
compared participants to the
rates and prevalence for people
with Parkinson's disease.

Researchers found 19% of
participants had or developed
dementia during the study, and
each year an average of 12% of
people diagnosed with mild cog-
nitive impairment went on to
develop dementia. These rates
were three times higher than
the rates in the general popula-
tion. However, the rates were
lower than those seen in people
with Parkinson's disease, a pop-
ulation for which dementia is
more prevalent. Researchers
also found that 27% of partici-
pants had or developed mild
cognitive impairment during the
study, a rate almost double that
of the rate of 14.5% for the gen-
eral population, but less than
the rate of 40% for people with
Parkinson's disease. "While the
majority of people with essen-
tial tremor will not develop
dementia, our findings provide
the basis for physicians to edu-
cate people with essential
tremor and their families.”

Many individuals with type 2 diabetes lack poten-
tially life-saving information regarding their illness

LAUSANNE [SWITZERLAND] : Type 2
diabetes (T2D), a chronic condition affect-
ing hundreds of millions of people world-
wide, is commonly caused by the body's
inability to make enough insulin or use it
correctly.

To avoid negative outcomes and long-
term complications such as limb amputa-
tion or heart problems, patients must
understand how to manage the condition
on a daily basis. A team of researchers in
Portugal has now assessed how many
patients - both insulin-treated and not
insulin-treated - have this crucial knowl-
edge about T2D. They published their
findings in Frontiers in Public Health.

Scientists found that many people with
type 2 diabetes know little about their
condition, indicating a need to improve
communication about the disease

"Our main motivation was to con-
tribute to the reduction of the existing dis-
parity in the knowledge that diabetic
patients have regarding their disease,"
said first author Prof Pedro Lopes
Ferreira, director of the Center for Health
Studies and Research of the University of
Coimbra. "With this study we evidenced
the need to improve the disease knowl-
edge of type 2 diabetic patients."

Knowledge levels vary widely

To measure diabetes knowledge, the
researchers employed a test designed for
persons with type 1 or type 2 diabetes.
The test, among other things, asks about

Patients with obesity
and renal dysfunction
may now be eligible
for Kidney transnlants
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diet, signs and symptoms, and medication
control. The research included 1,200 dia-
betics, over 40 per cent of whom were
treated with insulin. The remainder of the
sample followed particular diets, with
some also using non-insulin oral antidia-
betics, while others depended only on
food.

The results showed that many partici-
pants (71.3 per cent) could answer food-
related questions correctly, and that more

than four out of five respondents demon-
strated good knowledge of the positive
impact of physical activity. More than 75
pre cent of respondents also knew about
the best method for testing blood sugar
levels.

In other areas, however, the
researchers found that knowledge was
severely lacking. For example, when
asked which food item should not be used
to treat low blood sugar levels, only 12.8

per cent of participants answered correct-
ly. The lowest percentage (4.4 per cent) of
correct answers was on a question con-
cerning the symptoms of ketoacidosis, a
potentially life-threatening, late-stage
T2D complication.

"One of the main reasons for this dis-
parity in knowledge is probably the
behavior of health professionals and the
areas that are prioritized when informing
patients," Lopes Ferreira explained.

Equipping patients with knowledge
The researchers found that the use of
medication was one factor that impact-
ed T2D knowledge. The percentage of
correct answers was 51.8 pre cent for
non-insulin treated patients, and 58.7
per cent for patients using insulin.
Looking at socioeconomic and demo-
graphic factors, being younger than 65
years, having a higher education, not
living alone, and following a specific diet
had a positive impact on disease knowl-
edge.

The researchers said that their
results highlight the need to improve
T2D knowledge about certain aspects of
the disease, for example, blood sugar
monitoring, which can help to avoid
spikes in blood sugar levels that are
associated with acute and chronic com-
plications. Knowledge gaps within indi-
vidual sections of the test are also some-
thing that needs to be addressed urgent-
ly, the team pointed out.

They also stated that studies with
even more participants could help to
better understand the role of the socioe-
conomic and clinical determinants of the
disease. "We focused on patients' own
knowledge of their disease, rather than
disease management being based solely
on biological indicators. We hope that
the results obtained will allow profes-
sionals to change the way they inform
patients," Lopes Ferreira concluded.

ILLINOIS [US] : A collaborative
research between a bariatric and
transplant surgery team has pro-
vided fresh hope for individuals
with end-stage renal disease
(ESRD) and obesity. The study's
authors investigated the results of
metabolic and bariatric surgery in
ESRD patients, as well as whether
such surgery might enhance their
eligibility for kidney transplanta-
tion. The findings are reported in
the Journal of the American
College of Surgeons.

"Obesity is a worsening prob-
lem in the United States, signifi-
cantly impacting transplant eligi-
bility. We established the CORT
initiative - a collaborative for obe-
sity research in transplantation -

People wash clothes on the banks of the River Brahmaputra, in Guwahati on Thursday. (ANI Photo)

recognizing the urgent need to
address this issue, especially in
underserved populations who suf-
fer the most from obesity-related
diseases," said corresponding
study author Anil Paramesh, MD,
MBA, FACS, professor of surgery,
urology, and paediatrics and
director of the kidney and pan-
creas transplant programs at
Tulane University School of
Medicine. Patients with ESRD face
many difficulties without a trans-
plant; their only alternative is to
prolong life through dialysis, a
process that is not only costly and
time-intensive but also signifi-
cantly diminishes the quality of
life, Dr Paramesh noted. The
study, conducted between
January 2019 and June 2023, fol-
lowed 183 ESRD patients referred
for bariatric surgery, with 36
undergoing weight loss surgery
and 10 subsequently receiving
kidney transplants. Results
showed a 27% reduction in aver-
age BMI at the time of transplant,
alongside improvements in hyper-
tension and diabetes manage-
ment. This improvement in the
management of comorbid condi-
tions enhanced patients' overall
health and transplant viability.
With obesity being a major cause

of transplant exclusion, this col-
laborative program represents a
path forward for patients who
previously would be ineligible,
Dr Paramesh said and may help
pave the way for increased
patient education and access.
"We've seen that bariatric sur-
gery is not just about weight loss;
it significantly improves other
serious conditions like diabetes,
high blood pressure, and sleep
apnea. This approach not only
helps in reducing the patients'
weight to a level where they can
safely receive a transplant but
also addresses the broader issue
of health care disparities, partic-
ularly affecting Black and lower-
income individuals," said Dr
Paramesh.

However, the study also faced
challenges, including a high
drop-off rate of patients unwill-
ing or unable to undergo surgery,
and unique postoperative compli-
cations such as hypotension.

"Our findings indicate a press-
ing need to enhance patient edu-
cation and support, making sure
that potential candidates under-
stand the benefits of weight loss
surgery and its role in improving
their eligibility for transplant,”
said Dr Paramesh.

New antibody could be
helpful in cancer treatment

UPPSALA [SWEDEN]
Researchers at Uppsala University
and KTH Royal Institute of
Technology have created an anti-
body that has the potential to treat
a variety of cancers. Researchers
were able to integrate three differ-
ent functionalities in the antibody,
which combined significantly
increased the action of T cells on
the cancer tumour.

Researchers have developed a
unique type of antibody that both
targets and delivers a drug pack-
age via the antibody itself, while
simultaneously activating the
immune system ("3-in-1 design")
for personalised immunotherapy
treatments.

"We have been researching
precision medicine for close to 15
years now, as well as how we can
use antibodies to influence an
important key protein (CD40) in
the immune system. We can now
show that our new antibody

method works as prec151on medi-
cine for cancer," explains Sara
Mangsbo, professor at the
Department of Pharmacy at
Uppsala University, who together
with Johan Rockberg, professor at
KTH Royal Institute of Technology,
is the study's lead author. The
drug redirects the immune system
to find and target specific muta-
tions and gene changes that are
only found in cancer cells, known
as neoantigens. This is achieved by
the new antibody both delivering
the unique tumour-specific mate-
rial directly to a particular type of
immune cell and by stimulating
this cell simultaneously, which
then has the capacity to greatly
enhance the T-cell response to the
tumour. The results show that the
method works in several ways. Not
only does it activate the right type
of immune cells in human blood
samples, but animal models show
that mice receiving the treatment
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had prolonged survival and, at
higher doses, also save the mice
from cancer, and that the method
is safer than previous cancer
treatments the researchers have
studied. Customised precision
medicines can be both costly and
time-consuming to develop.

"The advantage of our drug is
that it is easy to produce on a larg-
er scale , yet can be easily tailored
to the patient's disease or specific
tumour. The medicine consists of
two parts that are combined, a tar-
geting hispecific antibody - which
can be produced in large quanti-
ties in advance - and a custom

peptide part, which is produced
rapidly synthetically on a small
scale for a desired type of cancer.
Both in terms of production cost
and the short time it takes to tailor
a peptide to a new tumour, this
increases availahility and should
make it quicker for patients to go
from diagnosis to treatment,"
explains ~ Johan  Rockberg,
Professor at KTH Royal Institute of
Technology.

The aim of the study was to
establish a more flexible, faster
and safer treatment for cancer
than those currently available. The
study has already shown that the
method has the potential to be cus-
tomised for each patient, thereby
strengthening the immune system
against cancer. The next step is to
use the fully optimised production
process to manufacture the drug
candidate for further safety stud-
ies and then start clinical trials in
humans.

Research shows how oestrogen protects against fatty liver

WASHINGTON DC [US]
New research from Sweden's
Karolinska Institutet demon-
strates how oestrogen pro-
tects against MASLD, a fatty
liver disease that has devel-
oped rapidly during the obe-
sity epidemic. The study,
published in the journal
Molecular Systems Biology,
demonstrates how a new
medicine under development
could become a future treat-
ment for fatty liver disease
and liver cancer.

The global obesity epi-
demic has resulted in a dra-
matic increase in fatty liver, a
disease in which fat that does
not fit into fat cells is stored

in liver cells instead.

Since last year, fatty liver
due to obesity (and not
excessive alcohol consump-
tion) is known as MASLD
(metabolic dysfunction-asso-
ciated steatotic liver disease).
According to  previous
research, as many as one in
three adults are affected hy
some degree of MASLD,
which in the worst cases can
develop into cirrhosis and
liver cancer.

Women are protected
until menopause

However, the disease is
very unevenly distributed
between the sexes, with a
large majority of affected

individuals being men.
"Women have a natural

protection until menopause

due to the female sex hor-

mone oestrogen," explains
Claudia  Kutter, senior
researcher at the

Department of Microbiology,
Tumor and Cell Biology,
Karolinska Institutet who led
the study.

Although women's pro-
tection has been known for
some time, the mechanism
behind the protective effect
has been less clear. Now
Claudia Kutter's research
team may have found the
answer.

Through genetic analyses
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of mice of both sexes fed a
high-fat diet, with some of
the male mice also receiving

oestrogen, the researchers
were able to identify a key
protein in the development of

fatty liver. The protein, called
TEAD1, was found to play an
overall role in regulating
how liver cells absorb fat.
Blocking TEAD1 protected
liver cells from the harmful
accumulation of fat. Mice
receiving oestrogen treat-
ment had lower TEADI1
activity and less fat accumu-
lation in the liver. New drug
under development In the
next step, the researchers
tested blocking TEAD1 in
human liver cells with the
same result. The fact that
this was possible at all, how-
ever, was a bit of luck.

"It turned out that a phar-
maceutical company is devel-

oping an anti-cancer drug
that blocks TEAD1, which
allowed us to test our
hypothesis,” says Claudia
Kutter. The fact that TEAD1
is also involved in cancer
does not worry her, quite the
contrary.

"Since the activity of
TEAD proteins is elevated in
cancer, blocking TEAD at an
early stage can also be posi-
tive from a cancer point of
view," she says. "Patients
suffering from liver cancer
are currently diagnosed very
late. If the patient is given
this drug early in the process
to protect against fatty liver,
it can hopefully also prevent

the development of liver can-
cer."
Will be tested on humans

The pharmaceutical com-
pany will now start clinical
trials of the drug as a protec-
tion against fatty liver dis-
ease, while Claudia Kutter's
research team will continue
researching further ways to
tackle the disease.

"We want to focus on how
to find the disease earlier
and identifying new treat-
ment targets," she says.
"Different approaches may
be needed for different
patients depending on their
gender and hormonal sta-
tus."
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Muslims in Gujarat’s Vatva allege
continuous harassment, stone pelting

while returning from Taraweeh

)

MI News Service,
Ahmedabad: Muslims in
Vatva, Ahmedabad, Gujarat,
have raised concerns after
they were allegedly attacked
by extremists while head-
ing home from Taraweeh
prayers on Monday, March
3rd. The attackers, accord-
ing to eyewitnesses, pelted
stones at the group, specif-
ically targeting individuals
wearing skull caps, a com-
mon identifier of Muslim
men, and including children.

In addition to the
stone-throwing, some res-
idents claim the attackers,
some of whom were report-
edly masked, also pelted
stones at houses and forci-
bly demanded that Muslims
chant “Jai Shri Ram” at
knifepoint.

This incident has added to
a growing sense of unease
in the local Muslim commu-
nity, who claim that similar
attacks have been occur-
ring every Ramadan, yet no

meaningful action has been
taken against the perpetra-
tors.

The community mem-
bers have lodged a formal
complaint at the local police
station, naming two of the
attackers as Amit and Sunil.

Despite  providing this
information, the residents
allege that the police were
initially reluctant to take im-
mediate action, and only re-
sponded after they waited at
the station for an hour. Fur-
thermore, the police report-
edly recorded the attackers
as “unknown individuals,”
even after the victims identi-
fied them by name.

The situation has left many
members of the Muslim com-
munity feeling frustrated
and unsafe. Syed Mehdi, a
local resident, expressed
his concerns, questioning,
“If anything happens to us,
who will take responsibili-
ty?” He highlighted that the
authorities often console the

community by promising that
everything will improve, but
no real changes are made,
and the perpetrators are
released without facing any
consequences. “The perpe-
trators are never punished,
and the police always release
them after 24 hours,” Mehdi
added, expressing dissatis-
faction with the lack of ac-
countability.

In a video shared by the
residents, Mehdi called for
peace and urged that the
atmosphere during the holy
month of Ramadan should
remain peaceful and undis-
turbed. He stressed the im-
portance of creating a safe
environment where every-
one, including women, can
live without fear of harass-
ment or violence. The com-
munity’s appeal for justice
continues as they seek both
protection and accountability
from the authorities, hoping
that such incidents will no
longer be ignored.

Nine people including Imam of
Mosque detained over Iftar
announcement on loudspeaker in UP

MI News Service, Tanda:
A controversy erupted in
Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, fol-
lowing an announcement for
Iftar (the breaking of the fast)
made through a loudspeaker
at a mosque. The incident,
which took place in Manak-
pur Bajaria village under the
Syed Nagar Chowki area of
Tanda police station, led to
protests from members of a
Hindutva outfit, resulting in
police intervention and the
arrest of nine individuals, in-
cluding the mosque’s imam.

The  police  removed
the loudspeaker from the
mosque, calling the an-
nouncement through the
speaker a “new tradition.”

The mosque in question,
which has been serving
about 20 Muslim families in
the village for 15 to 20 years,
became the center of the con-
troversy on Sunday when the
imam used the loudspeaker
to announce the Iftar.

This act sparked ohjec-
tions from some members of
the local Hindu community,
who filed a complaint with
the police. In response, po-
lice personnel from the 112
emergency service arrived
at the scene and attempted
to mediate between the two
groups. However, the situ-

ation remained tense, with
the protesting group oppos-
ing the practice of using the
loudspeaker for the Iftar an-
nouncement.

The police acted swiftly,
arresting nine individuals,
including the imam, and reg-
istering a case against them.
The authorities also removed
the loudspeaker from the
mosque, citing concerns over
public order and potential
disturbances. Additional Su-
perintendent of Police (ASP)
Atul Kumar Shrivastava
commented on the matter,
stating, “A dispute arose he-
tween two groups after the
announcement was made
through a loudspeaker at the
mosque.

Immediate action was
taken, and nine individuals
were arrested to maintain
law and order.”

The arrests have sparked
frustration within the local
Muslim community, who
point out that announce-
ments for religious events,
including Iftar, have been
made in many other places
without incident.

A local community mem-
ber, who wished to remain
anonymous, questioned
why an Iftar announcement
was being treated as a

“new tradition” when other
religious calls, such as the
Azaan, are routinely made
through loudspeakers.

Maulana Rashid Ahmed,
a local cleric, expressed
his dismay, claiming, “This
is a clear case of targeting
one community. Announce-
ments from places of wor-
ship have always been part
of religious practice, so why
single out this one?”

Legal expert and social
activist Advocate Shariq
Anwar also condemned the
police’s actions. He stated,
“The arrests and remov-
al of the loudspeaker set a
dangerous precedent. This
selective enforcement rais-
es serious concerns about
religious freedom and
equal treatment under the
law.”

In the wake of the ar-
rests, local authorities have
called for peace and urged
residents to avoid actions
that could escalate the sit-
uation. The incident has
drawn widespread reac-
tions from both religious
and social organizations,
with some demanding the
immediate release of the
arrested individuals and
questioning the fairness of
the police’s response.

Uttarakhand:

MI News Service,
Dehradun: On Wednesday,
members of various Muslim
organizations staged a pro-
test in Dehradun, Uttara-
khand, against the closure of
madrasas and mosques fol-
lowing actions taken by the
Mussoorie Dehradun Devel-
opment Authority (MDDA).

The protestors gathered
outside the district magis-
trate’s office, voicing their
opposition to what they
deemed an unjustified move
by the administration. Ten-
sions rose as the police inter-
vened and detained several
demonstrators.

Muslim leaders criticized
the timing of the closures,
arguing that the action was
deliberately taken during
the holy month of Ramadan.
Naeem Qureshi, the pres-

Muslim organisations protest

closure of Mosques and Madrassas
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ident of one of the organi-
zations, stated, “This is a
clear case of discrimination,”
highlighting that no prior no-
tice was given, nor was any
explanation provided about
the legal grounds for sealing
the madrasas and mosques.

Protestors warned that if
their demands were not met,
their agitation would esca-
late. Qureshi emphasized,
“The arbitrary manner in
which this has been done is
unacceptable. We demand
an immediate explanation
and the reopening of our re-
ligious institutions.”

The protestors expressed
frustration over the lack of
communication from the
authorities regarding the
closures. In response, local
authorities defended their
actions, citing legal viola-

tions related to the construc-
tion of the religious institu-
tions. SP City Pramod Kumar
explained that the protestors
refused to leave the district
magistrate’s office, prompt-
ing police intervention. He
added that the protestors
were taken into custody as a
preventive measure but were
later released.

Over the past few days, the
MDDA and district author-
ities sealed four madrasas
and one mosque, labeling
them as illegal constructions.
This has sparked significant
outrage within the Muslim
community, who view the
move as an infringement on
their religious rights.

The administration has as-
sured the public that discus-
sions are ongoing to address
the issue.

When law turned lawless: Five years
of injustice after the Delhi riots

15

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Five years back,
Delhi confronted the blis-
tering communal riots
ahead of anti-citizenship
protests in Shaheen Bagh.
The scars of the shocking
bloodshed are still fresh,
and the survivors have not
received anything close to
“justice”. As per the reg-
istered data, around 53
people were assassinated
during the outbreak, and
40 of them were Muslims.
Between numerous waves
of violence, more than 500
were injured, and most of
them were Muslims.

This way the Delhi ri-
ots opened the fragilities
of metropolitan Muslim
community and the pro-es-
tablishment tendencies of
“victim-blaming” under the
umbrella of Hindutva fas-
cism. Fueled by inflamma-
tory hate speeches of the
right-wing IT cells, the sys-
temic targeting of Muslims
was quite visible during the
violence. Muslim-dominat-
ed localities like Jafarabad,
Maujpur, Chandbagh, and
Mustafabad became the
hotspots of targeted bouts.
Our religious places, busi-
nesses, and properties
were violently targeted,
vandalized, and looted.
Later, in the after-effects of
the bloodshed- law became
unlawful to us; and the sys-
tem remained silent before
these horrific disasters.

Within the five years of
struggles, what the victims
have found is nothing but
five brutal episodes of op-
pression. The influential
community leaders and
activists like Umar Kha-
lid, Khalid Saifi, Gulfishan
Fatima, Sharjeel Imam,
Shafaur Rehman, and Ta-
hir Hussain, who were im-
prisoned in fabricated cas-
es, remain behind the bars.
While the riot-survivors did
not attain administrative
support, and imprisoned
activists did not receive fair
judicial treatment.

The Supremacy Of Injustice

The conflict sparked
with the proposed dis-
criminatory amendment in
the 1955 Citizenship Act,
that was approved by the
parliament in December
2019- further invoking the
widespread  anti-citizen-
ship protests of Shaheen
Bagh. Throughout these
peaceful demonstrations,
the regime was indulged
in finding “systemic meth-

ods to silence the activists”.
On 15th December, Delhi
police forcefully entered
Jamia Millia Islamia to
harass and abuse the stu-
dents over their “supposed
links with the protests.”

The communal spur
started at 23rd February,
2020, after a hate-speech
of BJP leader Kapil Mishra,
and the anti-Muslim chant-
ings of “shoot the traitors
(Muslims).” In between,
the BJP leaders delivered
extremely provocative hate
speeches to stir up vio-
lence against the commu-
nity- while the mainstream
leaders, including the Aam
Aadmi Party chief Arvind
Kejriwal, kept suggesting
to “clear” the protest site.

The selective targeting
of Muslims by the police
and the administration was
quite clear in “the mal-
treatment” of these riot-re-
lated cases. Delhi police
presented 5 charge sheets,
spanning over 30,000 pag-
es, registered 758 cases,
and arrested more than
2,000 people. While around
62 cases were handed to
the crime branch and spe-
cial cells for investigation.
People who confronted
stone-pelting, tear-gas at-
tacks, and the bloodshed
indicated towards the “in-
volvement” of the police of-
ficials behind the distress-
ing situations. Whereas the
analysts underlined the
lack of proofs, valid state-
ments, and evidence in the
presented charge sheets —
and investigating officers
were caught red-handed
for their unprofessional
conduct, incomplete pre-
sentations, and fabricated
video evidences.

A recent research that
inquired 126 matters from
758 cases, stressed on the
“predetermined charge
sheets” that “falsely im-
plicated the accused.” The
“Report of the Fact-Finding
Committee on the North-
East Delhi Riots of Feb-
ruary 2020” by the Delhi
Minorities Commission also
underlined the similar in-
terlaced ambiguities. It said
that the police intentionally
did not register the com-
plaints of Muslim victims.
The commission noted that
the investigations were
“intentionally redirected”
to frame cases against the
Muslim activists.

M R Shamshad, the chair-
person of the committee,
said, “Most victims of the
religious minority have
stated stories and put forth
illustrations reflecting reli-
gious bias against them. It is
like being treated as a sep-
arate and distinct ‘commu-
nity’ rather than citizens of
the country. I have no doubt
in stating that the same dis-
criminatory bias and hate
became the reason for the
minorities to take a lead in
the protests against the dis-
criminatory CAA.”

Still, instead of “compen-
sation,” we received “crim-
inalization,” and instead of
“support,” we were shoved
in the labyrinth of despo-
tism. Precisely, the accounts
of bloodshed left the entire
Muslim community grap-
pling in “fear and insecuri-
ty” to further witness “a loss
of hope in the structure.”

Rewards and Punish-
ments: Is It a Jungle Raj?

Over the years, the
case proceedings and in-
vestigations, both have

decoded the patterns of

victim-blaming.  Muslims
not just went through the
bloodshed, grief, ruins, and
torture, but they confront-

ed a complete failure of the
management to provide
justice.

Now after the Delhi as-
sembly, 2025, hate- offend-
er Kapil Mishra has been
appointed the “Law and
Justice Minister”. He will
also head several depart-
ments, including the em-
ployment, tourism, labor,
art and culture, and lan-
guage departments. Rekha
Gupta, the current CM of
Delhi, also happens to be a
notorious offender.

On the other hand, Umar
Khalid and others have
persistently marked “dis-
torted speeches and fabri-
cated clues” of the BJP IT
cell in the court. Through-
out these proceedings, no
credible evidence, terror-
ism allegation, or physical
evidence was found against
Umar, and no testaments
were traced in CCTV scru-
tiny. Despite this, he was
not given bail, except for
a short relief to attend his
sister’s wedding in Decem-
ber 2024.

By the same token, Kha-
lid Saifi, another promi-
nent Muslim activist, met
a similar fate after being
trapped in forged cases.
He survived custodial po-
lice torture and was de-
nied medical assistance
during emergency. In a
recent hearing, he asked
if the UAPA (The Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act)
charges could be based on
“innocuous messages” or
their interpretations.

In January 2025, 160 ac-

tivists signed a letter in sol-
idarity with Umar Khalid
and other political prison-
ers, who have “repeatedly
been targeted, vilified, and
branded by the authoritar-
ian regime”- and who are
struggling to get a bail. The
activists found that the dic-
tatorship of curbing woke
voices through systemic
tools has only reinforced
the vicious chain of oppres-
sion. Hindutva-backed con-
victs manage to escape and
attain the power—while
the intellectuals, rights ac-
tivists, freedom fighters,
researchers, and people
with a bursting passion to
contribute to the society-
are pushed to the prisons.
Apart from this, the re-
gime also debilitated the
“possibilities of change” in
political arena by showing
the fear of “more horrible
versions of dictatorship,”
and “vote-divide”. This
was the reason why AIM-
IM candidates like Shafaur
Rehman and Tahir Hussain
did not accomplish victory
in Muslim dominated con-
stituencies during the Delhi
elections, 2025.

Although sometimes we
perceive positive news in
other similar cases, like
the release of Maulana Ka-
limuddin Mujahid, Abdul
Shami Mohammad Abdul
Rehman Ali Khan, brought
a sense of hope within the
Muslim community. The
court elucidated that they
were baselessly arrested
over “suspected links with
Al-Qaeda”- but such victo-
ries never ensured govern-
mental accountability or
compensation.

Thus far, the victims of
Delhi-riots have shown
an unyielding resistance
against the injustice, mis-
use of UAPA, and the ju-
dicial polarization—but
could it stop the misap-
plication of laws? Could it
ensure the rights of Indian
Muslims? Gulfishan Fati-
ma, a young student who
was arrested in the alleged
conspiracy of Jafarabad vi-
olence, expressed the trag-
edies of riot-victims in her
prison-diary-

“I am completely shat-
tered...suffering from the
most vulnerable period of
the entire imprisonment.
Well, however, 1 will have
to fight for a life. Life itself
is an all-time challenge.
Each breath is a test of tol-
erance and patience.”

Lot of enthusiasm amidst people on 1st day of Isale Swab in Furfura

Nurul Islam Khan

The devotees are sitting
in a queue. But you can't
eat it until prayer call of
Maghrib. This is a rare
sight. Waiting for God's
great command. This is
faith, this is faith in God.
Yes, such a scene was seen
after many years in the his-
torical Isale Sawab of Fur-
fura Sharif. A large number
of devotees thronged the
the darbar during the holy
month of Ramadan. After
the Fajr prayer on this day,
according to the tradition
of Pir Hazrat Dada Hu-
jur, the holy Eid-ul-Adha
started in the main Darbar
Sharif. Hazrat Abdullah
Siddiqui offered prayers.
Later, Hazrat Maulana
Sawban Siddiqi taught
Zikr. Then, facing the
court, the beloved Prophet
(peace be upon him) re-
cited the Darud al-Sharif
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over him and the assembly
of Zikr went on for a long
time for the pleasure of Al-
lah. On the first day of the
meeting, a large crowd was
seen on the main road. Pir
Hazrat Sebgatullah Siddidqi,
Pirzada Zabihullah Siddiqi,
Pirzada Imran Siddiqi,
Pirzada Mehrab Siddiqi,
Pirzada Minhaj Siddidqi,

Pirzada Shahin and Pirza-
da Tamim Siddiqi graced
the occasion from their
respective courts. Meals,
including iftar and saha-
ri, were arranged at var-
ious places centering the
traditional meeting. Peer
Ismail Siddiqui, Peer Hus-
sain Siddiqui, Peer Omar
Siddiqui, Peerzada Taher

Siddiqui and many Peersa-
hebs took special initiative
in the small court. Hazrat
Pir Hussain Gazi Bukhari
also cooperated in Iftar
for the guests at the Bail
Para of Furfura Sharif.
They are Syed Amjad Hos-
sain Bukhari, Peerzada
Syed Nazim Uddin Hos-
sain, Peerzada Syed Ham-

mad Hossain Bukhari and
Peerzada Syed Ziauddin
Hossain Bukhari. Devotees
thronged the mdarbar to
offer prayers on the day.
Peer Yusuf Siddiqui, Peer-
zada Tahbeeb Siddiqui,
Peerzada Mujahid Siddiqui,
Peerzada Mustafa Siddiqui,
Peerzada Sanaullah Sid-
diqui, Peerzada Hojayefa
Siddiqui, Peerzada Horaira
Siddiqui, Peerzada Saferi
Siddiqui, Peerzada Mos-
fekin Siddiqui, Peerzada
Abbas Siddiqui and many
other Peerzadas were busy
in hosting the devotees.
State minister Snehasish
Chakraborty and other of-
ficials were present at the
press conference. On the
first day of the conference
there was great enthusi-
asm among the people. A
large number of devotees
had gathered for the fifth
day's prayers.

Call for movement

Nurul Islam Khan

The Modi government
has already announced that
the Parliament session will
begin on March 10. In this
session, they will bring the
Kala Kanoon Waqf Amend-
ment Bill in Parliament and
make a Kala Kanoon on
Waqf.

The protest will be held in
Kolkata on March 10 and at
Jantar Mantar in Delhi on
March 13.

On the other hand, higher
secondary examinations are
being held during the holy
month of Ramadan. They
are forced to take part in
this movement.
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US engages with Hamas for hostage release, ceasefire talks in Doha

MI News

terrorist organization in 1997.

Leavitt declined to provide detail on
the the substance of talks. Egyptian and
Qatari intermediaries have served as
mediators with Hamas for the US and Is-
rael since the group launched its October
7, 2023, attack on Israel that sparked

Service,
Washington: White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said Wednesday
that US officials have had “ongoing talks
and discussions” with Hamas officials.
Confirmation of the talks in the Qatari
capital of Doha come as the Israel-Hamas
ceasefire remains in the balance. It's the
first known direct engagement between
the US and Hamas since the State De-
partment designated the group a foreign

the war.

to still be held in Gaza.

“Look, dialogue and talking to people
around the world to do what’s in the best
interest of the American people is some-
thing that the president ... believes is a
good-faith effort to do what’s right for
the American people,” she said.

Leavitt added that Israel has been
consulted about the direct engagement
with Hamas officials, but noted that
there are “American lives at stake.”

Israeli officials say about 24 living
hostages — including Edan Alexander,
an American citizen — as well as the
bodies of at least 35 others are believed

Adam Boehler, Trump’s nominee to
he special envoy for hostage affairs, led

the direct talks with the Hamas.

The talks, which took place last
month, focused mainly on the release of
American hostages, and a potential end
of the war without Hamas in power in
Gaza, The talks, which took place last
month, focused mainly on the release of
American hostages, and a potential end
of the war without Hamas in power in
Gaza, according to a Hamas official who
was not authorized to comment publicly
and spoke on the condition of anonym-

ity.

The official added that no progress
was made but “the step itself is prom-
ising” and more talks are expected.
Egyptian and Qatari mediators helped
arrange the talks.

The direct engagement comes as con-
tinuation of the Israel-Hamas ceasefire
remains uncertain. President Donald
Trump has signalled that he has no in-
tentions of pushing Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu away from a
return to combat if Hamas doesn’t agree
to terms of a new ceasefire proposal,
which the Israelis have hilled as being
drafted by US envoy Steve Witkoff.

The new plan would require Hamas
to release half its remaining hostages

— the militant group’s main bargain-

ing chip — in exchange for a ceasefire
extension and a promise to negotiate a
lasting truce. Israel made no mention of
releasing more Palestinian prisoners, a
key component of the first phase.
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VANI TAKES ONE-
SHOT LEAD ON
TOUGH SCORING
DAY IN 5TH LEG
OF WPGT

GURUGRAM (HARYANA) :
Vani Kapoor dropped two
late bogeys but maintained
focus to get a birdie on the
final hole to take sole lead
after the first day of the fifth
leg of the Women's Pro Golf
Tour at the Classic Golf &
Country Club. Vani, the win-
ner of the fourth leg last
month, shot 2-under 70 and
took a one-shot lead over
her good friend Amandeep
Drall (71), as per the WGAI
press release.

Vani and Amandeep were
the only players to shoot
under par on an extremely
windy day when scoring was
tough. Rhea Jha was placed
sole third and she landed an
eagle two on Par-4 eighth
but had five bogeys and one
birdie in her 74. on a rather
tough day for scoring, five
players were tied for fourth

with rounds of 4-over 76
and the group included
amateur Ceerat Kang,
Anahita Singh, Oviya Reddi,
Neha Tripathi and Ridhima
Dilawari.

Leader Vani had four
birdies against two bogeys
in the round. She opened
with a par and then birdied

An East Bengal FC player ina scuffle W|th a FK Arkadag player durlng their AFC Challenge League 2024-25
quarter-final match, at Salt Lake Stadium in Kolkata on Wednesday.

Philander, Southee lend support to Shami's call to
ICC for revoking ban on saliva usage on balla

(ANI Photo)

the second and the third.
Then followed a series of
eight pars and another
birdie on Par-4 12th. She
dropped back-to-back shots
on the 16th and the 17th
but closed with a birdie.
Amandeep Drall opened
with a bogey but got the

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former New
Zealand captain Tim Southee and
former South African pacer Vernon
Philander expressed support for star
India pacer Mohammed Shami, who
recently urged the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to revoke the
ban on usage of saliva on the ball in
order to bring reverse swing back

shot back on the fifth. She into the limited-overs game,
dropped another shot on the ESPNCricinfo reported.
Par-4 13th but closed with a Following India's win over

birdie on the 14th and the
18th for a round of 71.
Amandeep Drall, who went
out in the first group with
Gaurika Bishnoi in the
morning, was the clubhouse
leader till Vani overtook her.

Two-time winner this
season, Sneha Singh, had a
rough day with a card of 5-
over 77 that saw her pick
just one birdie against six
bogeys. She was tied ninth
with Yaalisai Verma and
Gauri Karhade. Among some
other well-known names,
Gaurika Bishnoi, Jasmine
Shekar and Shweta
Mansingh carded 81 each
and were tied for the 22nd
place.

Australia, in which Shami starred
with a three-wicket spell that went
for 48 runs, Shami called for the ICC
to let bowlers use saliva on the ball
once again so as to bring reverse
swing back into the game. The ban
on usage of saliva for polishing the
ball was first brought in May 2020
during the COVID-19 pandemic as a
temporary measure but later in
September 2022, the ban was turned
permanent.

"We are trying [to get reverse
swing], but the usage of saliva on the
ball is not allowed. We keep appeal-
ing that we should be allowed to use
saliva so that we can bring reverse
swing back into the game and it
becomes interesting," said Shami
after India's win as quoted by
ESPNCricinfo.

Now, Southee and Philander, who
also miss the presence of reverse
swing in the game especially in bat-
ting-friendly conditions, have backed
Shami.

Southee said on ESPN Cricinfo's
Match Day programme during the
semifinal between New Zealand and
South Africa that as a bowler, you
would want some advantage.

"That was a rule brought around
COVID-19 with the virus going
around the world, but I think as a
bowler, you want to have a slight
advantage. We see the game going
the way it is going and seeing sides
score 362 and more often than not
over 300 in this format. I think there
needs to be something in the bowlers'
favour, and whether that's a little bit
of saliva, then yeah, I do not see why
they could not afford to get that back
in," said Southee.

Philander also felt that saliva
usage and reverse swing would have
come in handy during the NZ-SA
semifinal especially during the back-
end of NZ innings as they scored a

Jarrad Branthwaite to be new Real Madrid defender?
Garlo Ancelotti impressed by .lulla Bellmullam S teammata

R eal Madrid manager Carlo Ancelotti
is impressed by English defender
Jarrad Branthwaite and would like to
have him join forces with his interna-
tional teammate Jude Bellingham at the
Santiago Bernabeu. The Everton
defender, meanwhile, has been a key
player for David Moyes and any talks of
the 22-year-old leaving Goodison Park
would upset him.

Branthwaite joined the club from
boyhood club Carlisle United in January
2020 and over the past couple of seasons
have become one of their standout per-
formers. During the 2022/23 season, he
made a season-long loan move to Dutch
giants PSV Eindhoven, making 37
appearances including 27 in the
Eredivisie, three in the UEFA Europa
League, and two in UEFA Champions
League qualifiers. Earlier, it was

™

massive 362/6, which Kiwis could not &
chase despite a century from David
Miller and half-centuries from Temba
Bavuma and Rassie van der Dussen.

"If we look at the state of that ball,
I mean towards the back end, it was
really scuffed up, and I think had you
used the saliva [to polish one side of!
the balll, the element of the reverse
swing might have come into play. So
it certainly does play a part. You can|
get it to shine up and you use the ele-|
ments to swing it a little longer," said
Philander.

"I would like to see that element
being brought back into the game
because I think it is needed as well.
mean, especially in ODI cricket where
we see batters really dominating,
especially when you play on surfaces
like we have just seen in Pakistan as
well where it is really batter friendly,"
he added.

Southee feels that the use of saliva
to polish one side of the ball and the
use reverse swing make much
greater difference in Tests rather
than limited-overs-cricket as ball
swings just for the initial few overs in
white-ball cricket.

"But with the red ball, you are
able to bring it back and obviously
sweat can be limited at times in vari-
ous parts of the world, whereas sali-
va you are able to have access to it
from a number of sources and in all
parts of the world. I think there is an
advantage to having saliva on the
ball, probably more so in red-ball
cricket than white-ball cricket," said
Southee.

Philander also recalled that as a
part of the South Africa team, he and
the team would try to keep the ball as
dry as possible.

"The minute you start erring on
the side of sweat, I think you start
wetting both sides of the ball. Your
hands get sweaty, especially when
you play in hot, humid conditions,"
Philander was quoted as saying by
ESPNCricinfo. "Saliva was definitely
the preferred method of shining the

ball. In the longer run in the scheme F 1

of things, T would like to see that%q —-— W
being brought back. As far as sweat ‘..f’ A 4
is concerned, I do feel that it is diffi-- g

cult to control the amount of sweatmﬂ";'r.ﬁ

you put on the ball, [especially when]

you start sweating heavily," he| i:

concluded.
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PANCHKULA (HARYANA) : Day six of
the exciting 15th Hockey India Senior
Women's National Championship 2025
on Thursday saw some enthralling
matches as Telangana Hockey, Hockey
Bengal and Hockey Jharkhand secured
wins in their respective matches.

In the first match of the day,
Telangana Hockey proved to be the bet-
ter one as they defeated their opponent
Hockey Association of Bihar 5-2. Komal
Gurjar (12', 50", 55') scored a hattrick
for Telangana Hockey. Pooja Rathod
(13") and Mundari Sumi (43') also scored
one goal each for their side to take the
lead in the game. On the other hand,
Ebha Kerketta (21') and Nutan Topno
(36') scored one goal each for the
Hockey Association of Bihar, as per a
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Indian Open set to
commence from March
27, set to feature

top golfers in action

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The 2025
edition of the prestigious Indian
Open is set to be held from
March 27-30 at the DLF Golf
and Country Club, Gurugram.
The iconic golf tournament
has attracted an elite field, with
early entries already featuring
prominent stars and champions
from the 2024 and 2025 sched-
ules. Among the notable names

are Jacques Kruyswijk,
Johannes Veerman, Julien
Guerrier, Angel  Hidalgo,

Frederic Lacroix, David Ravetto,
Ewen Ferguson, and Guido
Migliozzi among others, as per a
press release from Indian Open.
24-year-old defending cham-
pion, Keita Nakajima from
Japan will lead the charge at the
tournament that catapulted him
to global fame. Joining
Nakajima and
intensifying  the
competition will
be Germany's
Marcel Siem, who
clinched the
championship in
2023, ending a 10-
year title drought.
The 2.25 mil-
lion USD Indian
Open 2025 is part

of the Asian
Swing, which fea-
tures the

Singapore Classic,
China Open, and
Hainan Classic.
Sanjay Bhan,
Executive  Vice

Another highlight is Indian
teen prodigy Kartik Singh, who
has been in form and finished in
the Top-10 in his last three
international amateur events
(twice in South Africa and once
in Australia).

Brijinder Singh, President,
the Indian Golf Union, said, "The
Indian Open is one of Asia's
most prestigious golf tourna-
ments and has played a crucial
role in the development of
Indian golf, having been instru-
mental in showcasing India's
golfing talent at a global level."

Ben Cowen, the DP World
(the title sponsor of The
European Tour) Tour's, Chief
Tournament and Operations
Officer, said: "We are very excit-
ed to return to India for the 58th
edition of the historic Indian

Open. DLF Golf &
Country Club is a
world-class
course that pro-
vides our players
with a true test
every year, so we
are grateful to
everyone at the
venue for their
continued  sup-
port and hospital-
ity. I would also
like to thank the
Indian Golf Union
(IGU), for their
hard work in con-
tinuing to develop
golf in India. This
tournament has

President, Hero
MotoCorp, the title sponsor, said:
"The Hero Indian Open is more
than a tournament; it is a testa-
ment to our leadership in pro-
moting Indian golf on the global
stage." Co-sanctioned by the
Indian Golf Union (IGU), the
Indian Open offers the Indian
Tour winner a full card for the
following year on The European
Tour. Last year's runner-up,
Veer Ahlawat, won the Indian
Order of Merit and is now com-
peting at the European Tour.

Alongside Veer, Shubhankar
Sharma, a two-time winner on
The European Tour, will head-
line the Indian challenge at the
event. Joining the duo will be
local boy Manu Gandas, who
played in the DP World Tour in
2023.

played such an
important role in helping them
to achieve that and we look for-
ward to the 2025 edition later
this month."

Tusch Daroga, Vice
President, of DLF Golf and
Country Club, said, "We are
extremely proud to be the host
venue for India's national open
and look forward to once again
collaborating ~ with ~ Hero
MotoCorp and the Indian Golf
Union. The Indian Open has an
illustrious legacy as India's pre-
mier golf tournament and DLF
Golf and Country Club is delight-
ed to be the venue for the sixth
edition in a row. The golf course
is in immaculate playing condi-
tion and the golfers will definite-
ly enjoy the challenge that the
course presents.”

A look at day 6 results of Hockey India
Senior Women NatlonalC sh1p 2025

Hockey India press release.

rumoured that Branthwaite is likely to
attract transfer bids worth £40 million
although Everton was willing to pay him
£ 150,000 a week to remain with the
club. In October 2023, the left-footed
defender had signed a new deal with the
Merseyside club which will expire in
June 2027. The club had managed to
convince him to agree to the new deal

despite Manchester United being heavily
interested in signing him.

Real Madrid are heavily linked to
Trent  Alexander-Arnold, another
England international. The Liverpool
right-back is rumoured to join the
Spanish giants this summer. The cama-
raderie between Jude and Trent is said
to have played a pivotal role in convinc-

ing the Liverpool academy product to
make up his mind amidst the pressure to
sign a new deal with the current
Premier League dealers. The story could
be the same with Branthwaite as well,
Everton fans worry. It also needs to he
noted that Ancelotti himself was at the
helm of the club in the not-very-distant
past.

In the next match, Hockey Bengal
defeated Hockey Madhya Pradesh 2-1.
Neelu Dadiya (11') scored the first goal
of the match and the consolation goal for
Hockey Madhya Pradesh. On the other
hand, in an interesting turn of events,
Captain Anjna Dungdung (58') scored an
equaliser in the final minutes of the
game making sure that they were going

to be goalless in the game. Selestina
Horo (59') also scored another goal just
before the final whistle and secured a
remarkable victory in the closely con-
tested game.

In the next match of Division 'A’,
Hockey Jharkhand defeated Hockey
Mizoram 3-1. Sanjna Horo (21'), Captain
Albera Rani Toppo (36') and Nirali Kujur

(48') scored one goal each for Hockey
Jharkhand. In response, Antim (47')
scored the consolation goal for Hockey
Mizoram.

Also, Hockey Maharashtra will face
off against Manipur Hockey and Hockey
Haryana will be competing against
Hockey Association of Odisha in Division
‘A", later today.
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