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Abhishek Banerjee slams budget, calls tax exemption a “deception”
The Union Budget 2025-26 has introduced a major income tax exemption, allowing individuals earning up to ₹12 lakh annually to be exempt from paying income tax. For govern-
ment and private sector employees, this benefit extends up to ₹12.75 lakh per year. The announcement by Finance Minister NirmalaSitharaman has been welcomed by many.
However, TMC’s All India General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee has strongly criticized the move, calling it a “deception” rather than a genuine relief. Banerjee claims that despite
the tax exemption, individuals would still end up losing ₹98,000 per year due to indirect taxes. 

MI News Service, Kolkata : The
West Bengal government’s 2025-
26 budgetary proposals, pre-
sented in the state Assembly
here on Wednesday, look like
one that has its eyes clearly set
on the next year’s state elections
as it emphasised on a sharp in-
crement in revenue expenditure
and a marginal rise in capital
outlay.

Expressing their opinion

about the state budget of the Ma-
mata Banerjee government , the
experts  have reiterated that  a
sharp increment in revenue ex-
penditure coupled with a mar-
ginal rise in capital outlay for the
2025-26 fiscal clearly look like
that the last full  annual budget
of the TMC government  has its
eyes set on the state elections
due next year..

The budget, tabled before the

West Bengal assembly on
Wednesday by the Minister of
State for Finance (Independent
charges)   Bhattacharya, pro-
posed significant cash dole-outs
under the revenue expenditure
head, amounting to over Rs
30,000 crore higher in 2025-26
than the revised estimates of the
current fiscal of 2024-25, but
tendered an increase of less than
Rs 12,000 crore under capital

outlay for the same period.
Revenue expenditures of an

organisation are short-term ex-
penses used to service its ongo-
ing operational costs, including
salaries of employees, overhead
costs and financing welfare
schemes, while capital expendi-
tures (capex) are funds used for
one-time creation of fixed assets
that are expected to generate
revenue over a longer period.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP Tejasvi Surya takes a sortie on HTT-40 Trainer Aircraft at 'Aero India 2025', at Yelahanka
Airforce station in Bengaluru on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Modi
arrives in the US for
crucial bilateral  talks
with President Trump

Prime minister Narendra Modi hugs US President Donald Trump
as the two leaders meet in the White House on Thursday.

MI News Service, Washing-
ton (DC) : In order to hold
the first bilateral talks with
US President Donald
Trump after  the an-
nouncement of  his new
"America First" trade
agenda and the policy on
immigration, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi arrived
here on  Thursday on  a
two-day visit to the US.

Following an invitation
from President Trump
after the two leaders had a
lengthy telephonic conver-
sation early last month,
they had decided to hold
high-stakes talks in the
face of concerns in New
Delhi over Washington's
new "America First" trade
agenda as well as its policy
on immigration.

The prime minister will
be hosted by the US Presi-
dent later in the day in
what would be the first bi-
lateral talks between the
two leaders after Trump
assumed the Presidency
for a second term on Jan-
uary 21.

"Landed in Washington
DC a short while ago.
Looking forward to meet-
ing @POTUS Donald
Trump and building upon
the India-USA Comprehen-
sive Global Strategic Part-
nership. Our nations will
keep working closely for
the benefit of our people
and for a better future for
our planet. @realDon-
aldTrump," Modi posted
on X along with pictures.

On his arrival PM Modi
left for  at the Blair House,
the US presidential guest
house at the heart of the
American capital city for
his stay there.

As Prime Minister Modi
reached Blair House, the
President’s Guest House,
he was accorded a rousing
welcome by members of
the Indian-American dias-
pora. Braving freezing
temperatures and rain, the
community members gath-
ered at Blair House and
welcomed him with slo-
gans of 'Bharat Mata ki
Jai', 'Vande Mataram' and
‘Modi Modi’ as they waved
the Indian and American
flags. With Trump's tariff
policy sending shockwave
across the world, Modi's
key priority is likely to be
to pre-empt any punitive
trade action by Washing-
ton against India. People
closely tracking India-US
ties said there is a possibil-
ity of both sides exploring
the option of looking at a
trade pact to avoid high
tariffs and expand the
overall trade basket. In
their meeting, the two
leaders are likely to
broadly focus on ramping
up India-US cooperation in
sectors like trade, invest-
ment, energy, defence,
technology and immigra-
tion. Apart from some pos-
sible sector-specific
outcomes, it will be inter-
esting to see the optics and
what kind of broader sig-
nal the meeting between
Modi and Trump, known

for their personal bon-
homie, produces with sen-
sitive issues like
immigration and tariff ex-
pected to be focus of the
talks.

“A warm reception in
the winter chill! Despite
the cold weather, the In-
dian diaspora in Washing-
ton DC has welcomed me
with a very special wel-
come. My gratitude to
them,” Modi said on X.

Prime Minister's office
posted on X, "Upon his ar-
rival in Washington DC,
PM @narendramodi re-
ceived an enthusiastic wel-
come from the Indian
community."He also
shared few pictures.

Prime Minister Modi
also met newly appointed
Director of National Intel-
ligence in the Donald
Trump administration
Tulsi Gabbard, and dis-
cussed India-USA friend-
ship, of which he said, she
has been a “strong
votary".

He also congratulated
43-year-old Gabbard on
her confirmation as the
nation’s top intelligence of-
ficial.

This was Modi’s second
interaction with the top
leadership of the Trump
administration. Earlier on
Tuesday  in France, at the
dinner, he met US Vice
President JD Vance, who
was there to attend the AI
Summit..

Apart from some possi-
ble sector-specific out-
comes, it will be
interesting to see the op-
tics and what kind of
broader signal the meeting
between Modi and Trump,
known for their personal
bonhomie, produces with
sensitive issues like immi-
gration and tariff expected
to be focus of the talks.

The prime minister's
visit to the American capi-
tal comes days after the
Trump administration de-
ported 104 Indians in
handcuffs and shackles on
a military aircraft that
sparked outrage in India.

Last week, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
said in Parliament that
New Delhi is in touch with
the US to ensure that re-
turning Indian deportees
are not mistreated in any
manner.

Another major issue on
the table is set to be trade
as Trump's policy on tariffs
on rivals and allies alike.

Modi's visit to the US
comes shortly after Trump
announced a 25 per cent
tariff on global steel and
aluminium imports into
the US. The move is ex-
pected to hit the Indian
firms exporting steel and
aluminium to the US. India
has already indicated its
readiness to adopt a more
conciliatory approach on
the sensitive issue unlike
its hardline approach dur-
ing Trump's first term.It is
learnt that New Delhi may
consider slashing tariffs 

uu Continued on page 3

JPC report on Waqf (Amendment) Bill tabled
in Rajya Sabha amid opposition protest

TMC is set to focus on building better 
Image ahead of 2026 Assembly Elections

MI News Service, New Delhi : The
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
report on the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, was tabled in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday amid ruckus and
continuous sloganeering from oppo-
sition  benches.

As soon as the BJP MP Medha
Vishram Kulkarni presented the re-
port along with a copy of the record
of evidence given before the panel on
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the opposition members   began their
protest and even tried to rush to the
well of the House. Their protest and
continuous slogan shouting against
the government   soon reached such
a point that the Chairman was forced
to adjourned the house till 11-20 a.m
to restore order in the House. .  

But as soon  as the Upper House
re-assembled and the proceedings
resumed, the house again witnessed
the disruption from the opposition
MPs forcing the Chair to once again
adjourned the house till 2 p.m.

Earlier today, Jagadambika Pal,
BJP MP and Chairman of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, said the
JPC will present its report in Parlia-
ment after six months of nationwide
consultations. He emphasized the

committee toured the country to col-
lect inputs before finalizing the re-
port, which included the adoption of
25 amendments across 14 clauses.

"Today, the JPC will table its re-
port in Parliament. To have a de-
tailed discussion and deliberation,
the JPC was formed six months ago.
In the last six months, we have pre-
pared a report after touring the
whole nation. We have adopted 25
amendments in 14 clauses," he said.

Meanwhile, Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi said that instead of focusing on
the already available Waqf Act, an
attempt is being made to bring a po-
litically motivated amendment.

He asserted that several mem-
bers of parliament have expressed
their dissent in the JPC report, high-
lighting the constitutional negligence
caused by this bill.

"Currently, there is an act that
manages Waqf properties, and in-
stead of focusing on how the govern-
ment can better implement this act,
an attempt has been made to bring a
politically motivated amendment,"
he said.

Congress MP KC Venugopal also
slammed the Centre and said that
the way in which the JPC conducted,
"was wrong." The JPC on the Waqf

(Amendment) Bill adopted the draft
report and the amended revised bill
on January 29.

However, opposition leaders sub-
mitted their dissent notes on the re-
port.

Trinamool Congress MPs Kalyan
Banerjee and Md Nadimul Haque,
who were members of the panel, had
protested "the expunction of key por-
tions of their dissent notes" submit-
ted to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Banerjee and Haque alleged that
the committee's conclusions were bi-
ased and predetermined and claimed
that the committee ignored stake-
holder representations, witness dep-
ositions, and submissions made by
opposition members.

The Waqf Act of 1995, enacted to
regulate Waqf properties, has long
been criticised for issues such as
mismanagement, corruption, and
encroachments.

The Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2024 aims to address these chal-
lenges by introducing reforms such
as digitisation, enhanced audits, im-
proved transparency, and legal
mechanisms to reclaim illegally oc-
cupied properties.

Abhishek
Banerjee 
slams Centre
over JPC 
report on 
Waqf Bill

MI News Service,
Kolkata  : Trinamool
Congress leader Ab-
hishek Banerjee on
Thursday slammed the
Centre over the joint
parliamentary commit-
tee report on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, alleg-
ing that the BJP was
trying to stifle voices of
the opposition.

Earlier in the day,
the report of the joint
committee of Parliament
on the Waqf Bill was
tabled in the Rajya
Sabha.

Opposition MPs led
by Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge al-
leged that dissent notes
were deleted from the
report, a charge denied
by Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju.

Asked about the JPC
report on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill,
Banerjee said, ''This is
what they do. You saw
how they silence opposi-
tion voices. It's okay,
let's wait and watch -
people are noticing.'' On
criticism of the West
Bengal budget, which
was presented on
Wednesday in the state
assembly, Banerjee said,
''Those who call it di-
rectionless should first
read it. Criticising with-
out understanding has
become a trend.'' He
also termed them
''empty vessels'', and al-
leged that they had
''nothing to

offer'' for Bengal in
the union budget.
''That's why we said the
BJP-led Centre deprived
Bengal,'' he claimed.

Criticising the Cen-
tre's income tax relief
announcements in the
union budget, he al-
leged, ''The BJP is talk-
ing about tax relief for
income up to Rs 12
lakh, but GST is im-
posed on everything ex-
cept water. Whatever
they give, they take
back through GST.''
Commenting on the
Delhi election results,
Banerjee accused the
BJP of obstructing the
AAP government to
function properly.

'They didn't allow
the Delhi government to
function and then cam-
paigned that the AAP
dispensation was inef-
fective. They put the CM
and ministers behind
bars. How will they
function then?'' he
asked. Referring to the
2023 ordinance in
Delhi, he said, ''The
AAP couldn't effectively
counter the false narra-
tive''. ''The BJP-led
Centre tried to block
funds for Bengal but we
asked them to furnish a
white paper which it
didn't. People saw the
BJP's ill intentions as
we have effectively com-
municated them,''
Banerjee alleged. 

uu Continued on page 3

TMC delegation
meets President
Murmu over
pending 
Aparajita Bill
MI News Service, New
Delhi : An 11 member
delegation of Trinamool
Congress MPs called on
President Droupadi
Murmu at the Rastrapati
Bhavan on Thursday,
urging her to expedite
the Aparajita Women
and Child (West Bengal
Criminal Laws Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, which
had been sent to her by
West Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose on Sep-
tember 6.

The delegation, led
by  the party’s  Lok
Sabha Parliamentary
party leader Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay and included
TMC Rajya Sabha  leader
Derek O'Brien  as well as
MPs Dola Sen, Pratima
Mondal, Sayani Ghosh,
Jui Bandopadhyay and
other women MPs from
the party. Later speaking
to newsmen after meet-
ing the President, Ban-
dopadhyay and others
said  they wanted to
draw the President’s at-
tention to the pending
Bill.

On September 3, the
West Bengal Assembly
unanimously passed the
bill, which seeks capital
punishment for rape
convicts if their actions
result in the victim’s
death or leave her in a
vegetative state, and life
imprisonment without
parole for other perpe-
trators.

Speaking to the
media the TMC MPs also
saids said they presented
their demands to  Presi-
dent Murmu..

Asked about the
President's response,
Bandyopadhyay said she
gave them a patient
hearing and assured
them she would look into
the matter.

"The Bill was passed
unanimously by the West
Bengal Assembly, and
the West Bengal Gover-
nor reserved the Bill for
the President’s consider-
ation," Mondal told re-
porters.

She explained that
the Governor had three
options: to give assent to
the Bill, withhold assent,
or reserve the Bill for
Presidential considera-
tion, as was done in this
case.

"This Bill seeks to
mandate swift, stream-
lined procedures for
handling rape cases, en-
suring justice is neither
delayed nor denied. By
implementing clear time-
lines for investigation
and trial, this Bill seeks
to reinforce public trust
and strengthen the de-
terrent against such
heinous crimes," she
said. "The Bill is await-
ing the assent of the
President. We urged the
President to take the
necessary action at the
earliest regarding this
Bill," she added. Other
significant features of the
proposed legislation 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Kolkata: With just
over a year to go before the 2026
West Bengal Legislative Assembly
elections, the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) is gearing up for a series of
strategic changes in the party to en-
sure its return to power for the 4th
consecutive term since 2011. .

Accordingly, Party supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee  has already started
to overseeing these organizational
changes from the state budget ses-
sion itself which began on February
10. 

According to party sources, soon
after the conclusion of the budget
session concludes,Mamata Banerjee
will convene a meeting of all its  226
ML to lay out the party's plans and
focus areas for the year ahead.

As part of these plans, TMC is fo-
cusing on its further improving  the
not only party’s image among the
general public but also those of  its
workers and leaders including  the
supreme leader Mamata Banerjee

As per the informed sources,
within the party, a significant direc-
tive has been issued which says all
party lawmakers must use only two
specific photographs of Mamata
Banerjee in their campaign materi-
als and public outreach pro-
grammes. Apart from these two, no
other protograph of the Chief minis-
ter could be used  by the party work-
ers at any forum. 

As per reports, a WhatsApp
group named ‘West Bengal Legisla-
tive Assembly Members’ has been
created to ensure direct communica-
tion between the leadership and the
MLAs. Through this group, the direc-
tive was shared, emphasizing that
these two images should be consis-
tently used in all campaign materi-
als. These two photographs have
been shared with the legislators,
who have been informed that they
must exclusively use these images in
all official materials, including
posters and hoardings. No other im-

ages of Mamata Banerjee are to be
used for party-related activities, en-
suring a uniform and controlled vi-
sual representation.

The two approved images are:
one of Mamata Banerjee performing
a 'hands-folded' greeting, a gesture
often associated with respect and hu-
mility, and another of her engaged in
conversation during an event. Both
images highlight her approach to
'people engagement,' which has
been a hallmark of her political style.

The directive comes after inter-
nal reports indicated that opposition
parties had been exploiting the use
of various images of Mamata Baner-
jee for criticism, especially on social
media. By focusing on these two spe-
cific images, the TMC aims to create
a clear and positive public percep-
tion, ensuring that any attempts at
negative propaganda can be effec-
tively countered. This move is part

uu Continued on page 3

Bengal budget indicates populism tilt 
in election year , believe experts
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Mass pilgrimage at Triveni sangam: 
Over one lakh devotees take holy dip

KRIBHCO and Farm Frites of the Netherlands sign a JVA 
to set up Hi-Tech Potato Processing Unit in Shahjahanpur

Special Lecture organised by Department of Sanskrit,
Utkal University on Concept of Brahma and Creation 

Kolkata hosts ‘Dhakai’ food fest 

Sebaashray model camp at Sanjua, Satgachia
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MI News Service, New Delhi: Kr-
ishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd
(“KRIBHCO”) and Farm Frites of
the Netherlands signed a joint
Venture Agreement on 12th Feb-
ruary, 2025 to setup a state of
art, hi-tech potato processing

unit at Shahjahanpur in UP.
From KRIBHCO’s side, the JVA
was signed by its MD Mr M.R.
Sharma whereas from Farm
Frites’ side, it was signed by their
ChairmanMr Pieter de Bruijne.
Chairman of KRIBHCO Dr Chan-

drapal Singh and other Directors
were also present on the occa-
sion. 

Special varieties of potatoes
from Netherlands like Santana
and Quinterawill be grown in
Shahjahanpur in large areas. A

dedicated team of KRIBHCO and
Farm Frites will provide the seed
of special varieties and guide
them in its cultivation. This proj-
ect will help in increasing the in-
come of the farmers of
Shahjahanpur and nearby areas.
This plant will also help in gener-
ation of hundreds of employ-
ments. As per Uttar Pradesh’s
industrial policy, this project is
going to be a Super Mega Project.

A high-level team of KRIB-
HCO and Farm Frites, led by
Farm Frites’ Chairman Mr Pieter
de Bruijne visited Shahjahanpur
on 10 February to finalize the
project site. 

KRIBHCO is one of the lead-
ing fertilizer entities of India.
KRIBHCO owns a mega gas-
based Urea plant at Hazira (Gu-
jarat) capable of producing 23
lakh MT Urea annually. Through
its 100% owned subsidiary KRIB-
HCO Fertilizers Ltd, KRIBHCO
owns another gas-based fertilizer
complex in UP capable of produc-
ing 11 lakh MT Urea. KRIBHCO is
also one of the lead promoters of

Oman India Fertilizer Company.
Apart from Urea, KRIBHCO also
provides DAP, NPKs, Bio fertiliz-
ers, City compost, Certified seeds,
Bio stimulants and other allied
farm inputs to the farmers.

KRIBHCO is owned directly or
indirectly by farmers of India.
Since its inception, KRIBHCO has
worked for betterment and up-
liftment of farmers. In this con-
nection, KRIBHCO intends to set
up a potato processing unit in
Shahjahanpur in joint venture
with Farm Frites of the Nether-
lands.

Farm Fritesis a fifty years old
company involved in the business
of production of a variety of po-
tato fries and potato specialties.
Farm Frites delivers its products
to foodservice providers in over
100 countries. Farm Frites is key
supplier to global food chains
like McDonalds, KFC, Dominos
etc. The Farm Fritesgrows 15
lakh MT potatoes worldwide and
supplies more than eighty types
of fries, specialities and appetiz-
ers. 

SUMAN GANGULY
 

More than one lakh devotees par-
ticipated in the holy bath at the
Triveni Sangam under the supervi-
sion of the state government. From
early morning, thousands of pil-
grims thronged the fairground,
forming a massive procession
stretching over 5 to 10 kilometers
from the main Saptarshi Ghat.The
day began with a grand Shahi
Julus (royal procession), with the
participation of over 100 Naga
Sannyasis, according to Swami
Prematmananda, the head of
Bansberia Sri Ramakrishna
Vivekananda Ashram. Kanchan
Banerjee, one of the fair organiz-
ers, acknowledged the immense
support from the state government,
including the police, health depart-
ment, and municipality, in manag-
ing the massive
gathering.Tomorrow, the Shahi
Snan (royal bath) will continue at
the sacred site until 10 AM. At
Kalyani’s Majher Char, the Ma-
hamandaleshwar of Shri Panchay-
ati Nirvani Akhara, Swami
Paramatmananda, will lead an-
other grand procession with nu-
merous sannyasis before taking the
holy dip at the confluence.To ensure
safety and order, a large number of
police personnel, including RAF,

Combat Force, and a significant
number of female officers, were de-
ployed across Bansberia, Triveni,
and surrounding areas. Medical
camps were set up at multiple loca-
tions, and a fleet of ambulances was
stationed to provide emergency
healthcare services.Swami Para-
matmananda emphasized the cul-
tural and religious significance of
this fair, urging both the central and
state governments to invest in de-
veloping the site as a major tourism
destination. He believes such initia-
tives would benefit the local econ-
omy and create employment
opportunities for residents.How-
ever, many pilgrims faced severe
accommodation issues, as there
were no hotels or proper lodging fa-

cilities in the area. Several devotees
expressed their discontent over the
lack of shelter, making their pil-
grimage experience
challenging.With the event continu-
ing tomorrow, the authorities re-
main on high alert to ensure smooth
proceedings at the sacred conflu-
ence.The Triveni kumbh mela area
is jam packed with  pilgrims and
visitors all set to have Sahi Sanan (
holy Dip)  on the auspicious day of
Maghi Purnima at Triveni Sangam
at Bansberia .The holy presence  of
Naga Sadhus ,saints and monks are
the center  of attraction for the pil-
grims,  troubled by worldly odds,
people are desperately waiting in
long queue to have a  glimpse of the
sadhus and seek there blessings.

Smeared by holy ash on the entire
body the Naga sadhus are extend-
ing their blessings to all.Bullet Baba
have  come all the way from kash-
mir ,Tupi Baba from Kedarnath,
Sonali Nanda Giri of Assam kinner
Akhra and others are drawing mas-
sive multitude.Bike Baba have come
from Prayag Raj to Triveni khumb
Mela, he said  following the Sanatan
dhrama the ancient Muni and
Rishis from satyayuga are  perform-
ing the khumb,  the khumb have
come down  the ages , till day ,the
sadhus, saints and monks with
much reverence are performing the
khumb for the well being of the
world and the humanity. Kinner
Nanda  Giri said  from Assam i went
to Prayag raj and now i have come
to Triveni Sangam for the purna
sanan ,those who missed the holy
dip at Prayag Raj can have  the holy
dip at Triveni Sangam. The Naga
sadhus who stay bare in minus tem-
perature in the Himalayas are feel-
ing uncomfortable in the present
climatic conditions in Bengal.The
TMC Malda MLA and previous min-
ister Sabitri Mitra said , i have come
for the holy dip and to seek bless-
ings of the sadhus.The state admin-
istration is all set to cope up with
the massive influx of pilgrims and
visitors  on the maghi Purnima for
the holy dip.

WBPDCL at the Energy Excellence
Awards 2025 by ASSOCHAM

Chief Minister sends greetings to the authorities

of Bangiya Kumbh Mela in Kalyani 

Waste management has huge 
prospect in Bengal: Experts 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Under the visionary lead-
ership of its Chairman and
Managing Director, Dr. P.
B. Salim, IAS, The West
Bengal Power Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(WBPDCL), a premier ther-
mal power generating en-
terprise of the Govt. of WB,
has embarked on a re-
markable journey in the
power sector. An IAS offi-
cer of the 2001 batch of
the West Bengal cadre, Dr.
Salim hails from the south-
ern state of Kerala. Under
his able guidance since
June 2019, WBPDCL has
reached unparalleled
heights of excellence, mak-
ing it a beacon of innova-
tion and sustainability in
the energy landscape.

WBPDCL is committed
to providing good quality
uninterrupted power sup-
ply to all, at affordable
rates, and has contributed
to the economic growth
and development of the
State by investing proac-
tively in capacity addition
for tomorrow’s needs. Its
power plants at

Sagardighi, Santaldih and
Bakreswar have consis-
tently ranked in the All
India PLF ranking merit
order. In a move towards
self-sufficiency, WBPDCL’s
captive coal production
journey which started in
2019 has ensured zero de-
pendency on external coal
sources.

As a mark of acknowl-
edgement and recognition
of Dr. P. B. Salim, IAS,
Chairman and Managing
Director’s immense contri-
bution to the growth of
WBPDCL, he has recently
been awarded the Chief
Executive of the Year
award by ASSOCHAM at
the Energy Excellence
Awards 2025, held at Hotel
Hindustan International on
12 February 2025.

Here’s wishing that
WBPDCL's illustrious jour-
ney continues under the
strong leadership and tute-
lage of Dr. P. B. Salim, IAS,
Chairman and Managing
Director, WBPDCL - mak-
ing WBPDCL an in-
domitable force in the
energy sector.

MI News Service, Kalyani :
The Bangiya Kumbh Mela
has started from January
10 at the Gauranga Ma-
haprabhu Ghat in Kalyani
Majherchar in Nadia. It
will continue till February
16. This fair has entered its
third year this time. How-
ever,  a craze has been de-
veloped among the people
of the State regarding this
fair. The great Mahakumbh
is being held in Prayagraj
in Uttar Pradesh after 144
years at the confluence of
three rivers in Prayagraj.
And the Bangiya Kumbh
Mela is being held at the
opening of rivers Bhagi-
rathi, Yamuna and
Saraswati. It is said that
Gauranga Mahaprabhu
once took bath with Sachi
mata at this ghat. There-
fore, the greatness of this
ghat is also immense. The
fair authorities said on
Thursday that the State
Government has fully sup-
ported this fair.  State Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has sent a congratulatory
letter and said, "I wish the
success of the holy Bangiya
Kumbh Mela and extend
my sincere respect and
greetings to all the pil-
grims and devotees who
have been coming here.I
hope that this holy conflu-
ence will create an atmos-
phere of peace, harmony
and unity in everyone's
lives and make it more
prosperous. I would have

been happy to be present
there in person. But such
events attract a large
crowd, so to avoid any in-
convenience to the devo-
tees, I wished the success
of this fair through greet-
ings instead of being pres-
ent in person." The
Majerchar Gauranga Ma-
haprabhu Ghat has been
decorated since the Febru-
ary 10. Various saints and
monks including Naga sad-
hus have appeared here
from all over the country.
The Shahi Snan was held
on Thursday. The authori-
ties concerned claimed
that lakhs of people took
bath on Thursday. In addi-
tion, several Bhandara
centers have been set up
on the premises of the
Bengal Kumbh Mela. In re-
sponse to a question from
journalists at this Bengali
Kumbh Mela, Mahaman-
daleshwar Swami Para-
matmananda Maharaj
said, "When those who are
becoming Ministers or
MLAs, wear saffron robes
and go to Parliament,
whether it is the upper
house or the lower house,
then their democratic
character is what counts. If
they say they are saints,
they will no longer have
any respect there. If a saint
gets involved in politics and
performs political duties,
then he is no longer a saint.
Then he is an elected rep-
resentative of the people."

Kalyani cracker-
factory explosion :
under treatment
woman dies, toll
rises to 5

MI News Service, Kalyani :
The death toll of the cracker
factory explosion at Kalyani
Rathtala in Nadia raised to
5. Ujjala Bhunia, who was
seriously burnt in the Rath-
tala cracker explosion, ex-
pired at Kalyani JNM
Hospital at around 9.30 pm.
on a Wednesday.The explo-
sion at an illegal cracker
factory at Kalyani Rathtala
on last Friday ( February
07) afternoon snatched lives
of 4 females on spot and one
was admitted in JNM Hospi-
tal. She was taking treat-
ment since then. But she
expired on Wednesday
night.The illigal cracker fac-
tory of Kalyani Rathtala was
running at a proper location
amid the dense residential
area for last about 10 years.
However, the local police
and administrative were ac-
tive only after losing of 4
livesLater on, a forensic
team of 4 members arrived
on spot on last Saturday.
They collected samples
from the spot of explosion at
Kalyani Rathtala.On the
other hand , police pro-
duced the factory owner
Sadhan (Khakon) Biswas in
Kalyani Court on Saturday
and was ordered 7 days re-
mand, police said.Kalyani
Municipal Chairman Nil-
imesh Roy Chowdhury said,
'' The fire licence is given by
Fire Department, not by the
Municipality. However, we
have formed a committee to
look into the matter."The
local TMC Councillor Sub-
rata Chakraborty stated on
last Saturday morning that
once Rathtala was well
known for the Mahabir
Cracker factory. It was India
famous cracker factory. At
that time there were above
100 ancillary factories here.
But the old Mahabir factory
got closed about 10 year
back. Since then here are 1
or 2 such factories. But the
factory of Khakon Biswas
was only of such factory
about which we were un-
aware. It was at his home."
According to a local, they
thought the cracker boxes
would be made here. But,
as police has recovered ma-
terials of crackers from a
few places , it proves that
more factories are there
which produces crackers.
Subrata Guha, the Divi-
sional Fire Officer, Nadia
stated that there are
around 10 to 12 licenced
cracker factories are there
in Nadia. " These are scat-
tered at all 4 subdivision
like Kalyani , Ranaghat, Kr-
ishnanagar and Tehatta.
But there is no licenced
cracker factory in Kalyani."
He more said that there are
many illegal cracker facto-
ries in Nadia and these are
basically near to the li-
cenced factories.According
to him, the sulphur, the iron
dust , the aluminium and
charcoal are generally used
for crackers. But sometimes
they use other chemicals to
develop colour in the crack-
ers.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Abhishek Banerjee visited
to Sebaashray model
camp at Sanjua, Nibaran
Dutta Road, Satgachia on
Feb 13th, 2025. In this
context, Abhishek wrote
in his X handle, “Public
service, when pursued
with sincerity and pur-
pose, forges an unbreak-
able bond of trust and
faith between people and
their representatives. #Se-
baashray has not only
earned that trust but has
also become a beacon of

hope for those who need it
the most. That hope
shines brightest for our
elderly citizens, who have
long yearned to see the
world with clarity once
again.As part of this mis-
sion, 15 senior citizens
from Bishnupur and

Panakua underwent free
cataract surgeries today
at Renuka Eye Institute,
because the ability to see
should never be dictated
by financial
constraints.Referred from
the Bishnupur Model Se-
baashray Camp, they now
step into a world where
blurred vision is no longer
their reality.But Se-
baashray is doing more
than just restoring eye-
sight; it is restoring inde-
pendence, dignity and a
renewed sense of life.”

MI News Service, Kolkata: Department of
Sanskrit, Utakal University, Bhubaneswar
organized a special session on Shrii Shrii
Anandamurtiji's contribution to concept of
Brahama and creation. Dr. Manoranjan
Senapati, HoD Department of Sanskrit, in-
troduced Acharya Divyachetnananda
Avadhuta, Central Public Relations Secre-
tary , Ananda Marga Pracharak Samgha
and also briefed multifarious contribution
of Shrii Shrii Anandamurtiji.Acharya Divy-
achetnananda Avadhuta explained the
concept of Brahma saying  that the com-
bination of Shiva and Shakti is Brahma.
Here Brahama means the entity which is
great and makes all other entities great.
Relation between Shiva (Purush) and
Shakti (Prakriti) is just like a sheet of
paper, whiteness of milk and thermal
value of fire, which can not be separated.
He further elaborated that there are two
stages of Brahma; Nirguna Brahma (non
qualified) and Sadguna Brahma (quali-
fied).The fulfilment of Shiva and Shakti is
in the process of centrifugal (Sanchar) and
centripetal (PratiSanchar) . Here centrifu-

gal movement means extrovertial phase of
creation, from subtle to crude or  from one
to many. Where as centripetal means in-
trovertial phase of creation from crude to
subtle or from many to one. He further
said that in this cosmic factor there are
two forces; centrifugal (Avidiya Maya)
means force of ignorance and centripetal
(Vidyamaya) means force of
knowledge.Later, he highlighted that there
are three evolution process which comes
within the unit structure. First is physical
force emananted from physical clash, sec-
ond is psychic force resultant of psychic
clash and third is spiritual force em-
ananted from attraction of great.This talk
was organized by Department of Sanskrit
on a very short notice. Prof. Brajsundar
Mishra, Dr. Niranjan Saber, Dr. Dharmen-
dra Das were present during session along
with 30+ students. In Indian philosophy
there are four elements; ontology, ethics,
epistemology and metaphysics. Shrii Shrii
Anandamurtiji has also enriched Indian
philosophy by adding two more elements;
spiritual cult (meditation) and psychology.*

Fighting Cancer: Govt hospitals also
provide ample support to people 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Private hospitals are always
here to serve the cancer pa-
tients in West Bengal, but
government hospitals also
provide ample support to
mass in this respect. SSKM
Medical College, also
known as IPGMER, is one of
Kolkata’s oldest and most
respected government hos-
pitals. It offers comprehen-
sive cancer treatment
through a multidisciplinary
approach, specializing in
chemotherapy, radiation,
and surgical oncology. With
state-of-the-art technology
and experienced oncolo-
gists, SSKM provides af-
fordable care for all
sections of society. 

Calcutta Medical Col-
lege, the first medical col-
lege in India, has a rich
legacy of providing quality
healthcare. Its oncology de-
partment offers a wide
range of cancer treat-
ments, including
chemotherapy, radiation,
and surgical procedures.
Patients benefit from the
advanced cancer treatment
technologies available
here. It remains a go-to
hospital for affordable and
reliable cancer care in
Kolkata.

Nil Ratan Sircar (NRS)
Medical College is one of
Kolkata’s largest govern-
ment hospitals, providing
high-quality cancer treat-
ment. Its oncology depart-
ment is known for its
expertise in radiation ther-
apy, chemotherapy, and
surgical oncology. The hos-
pital is equipped with mod-
ern facilities and aims to
offer accessible care to all
patients. Located centrally,
it serves a large number of
patients from Kolkata and
nearby regions.

R.G. Kar Medical Col-
lege is a renowned govern-
ment institution offering a

full range of cancer treat-
ments, including surgery,
chemotherapy, and radia-
tion therapy. The oncology
department is equipped
with the latest technology,
ensuring advanced treat-
ment options for patients.
The hospital has been a
beacon of affordable can-
cer care for decades, pro-
viding holistic treatment to
patients.

Chittaranjan National
Cancer Institute (CNCI) is a
premier government can-
cer hospital in Kolkata,
known for its advanced on-
cology care and research. It
provides a range of cancer
treatments, including
chemotherapy, radiation,
and surgical oncology,
making it a top choice for
cancer patients. CNCI plays
a pivotal role in affordable
cancer care for the public.
It is widely regarded as one
of the top 10 cancer hospi-
tals in Kolkata, offering
comprehensive oncology
services.

E.S.I.C Hospital in
Maniktala is part of the Em-
ployee State Insurance Cor-
poration and provides
affordable cancer treat-
ments to insured employees
and their dependents. It is
known for its oncology
services, offering
chemotherapy and radia-
tion therapy to cancer pa-
tients. As part of the cancer
hospital Kolkata list, it is
highly regarded for its spe-
cialized care in a govern-
ment setting. 

Bangur Institute of Neu-
rosciences specializes in
neurological conditions, but
it also offers oncology serv-
ices, especially for cancers
involving the brain and
nervous system. It is con-
sidered one of the top can-
cer hospitals in Kolkata for
patients requiring neuro-
logical cancer care.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata is host-
ing the ‘Dhaka food Fest’ in Kolkata, de-
spite a strained Indo-Bangla relationship.
Celebrity Bangladeshi chef Nayana Afroz
visited Kolkata for the same purpose.
Usha Restaurant hosted the Dhakai Food

Pop-Up Festival, celebrating the authentic
flavors of Bangladesh. 
In the opening day, the menu featured 11
specialty dishes, each bringing out the
unique taste of Bangladeshi culinary her-
itage.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: West Bengal
does have a huge
prospect in terms of
waste management. Ac-
cording to experts, if
proper initiatives can be
taken in this respect,
there would be lot of em-
ployment generation and
cash flow in this sector.
Regarding waste man-
agement movement in
the nation and also in

West Bengal, Spiral Ini-
tiative Foundation (SIF)
collaborated with Good-
eebag to form Goodeebag
Mobile Application in
Kolkata. Waste manage-
ment experts like Nandan
Mall (SIF),Abhisekh Agar-
wal(Godeebag), Pauline
Laravoire and others
were present in a sympo-
sium recently held in
Kolkata regarding waste
management.
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From PG 1
Indicating a strong possi-
bility of the TMC ontesting
alone in the 2026 assembly
elections, Banerjee em-
phasised that the party
had ''previously performed
better when fighting inde-
pendently'

Highlighting the TMC
government's outreach
programmes he said, "We
reached out to 50 lakh

people, making them
aware that it is the Centre
that has deprived Bengal,
not the state government.
People are never wrong.
You have to accept their
mandate, whether you like
it or not," he claimed.

However, he kept the
doors open for dialogue for
any alliance saying, ''Let's
wait, we have a lot of
time.''

From PG 1
of a broader strategy as
the party prepares for the
2026 elections, which will
be a major test for the
TMC and its legislators.
The use of these images is
intended to maintain a
strong, consistent message
about Mamata Banerjee’s
leadership and approach,
particularly in fostering di-
rect communication with
the people. In addition to
the image directive, TMC
leaders have also started
emphasizing Mamata
Banerjee’s personal strug-
gles and journey, aiming to
inspire the younger gener-
ation. As part of this effort,
senior party leaders are
sharing the story of her life
and the challenges she has
faced in a bid to connect
with the voters.

The party’s prepara-
tions  have gained momen-
tum from February 10,
when the West Bengal As-
sembly’s budget session
began. On the same day,
Mamata Banerjee held a
crucial meeting with the
TMC legislative party at
the Assembly. State party
president Subrata Bakshi
was also be present at the
meeting.

It is anticipated that
Mamata Banerjee may in-
troduce specific behavioral
guidelines for legislators
during this session. The
timing of the WhatsApp di-
rective on campaign im-
agery, just ahead of this
meeting, suggests a well-
coordinated strategy to en-
sure party discipline and
uniformity in its public
messaging.

From PG 1
include the completion of
investigations into rape
cases within 21 days of the
initial report, reduced
from the previous two-
month deadline and the
establishment of a special
task force where women
officers will lead investiga-
tions. A special two-day
session of the House was

convened by the West Ben-
gal government for the in-
troduction and passage of
the Bill, which was moved
in the wake of widespread
protests that rocked the
state following the  brutal
rape and murder of a post-
graduate trainee doctor at
Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on
August 9.

From PG 1
in at least a dozen sector
provided some reciprocity
by the White House. Modi
and Trump are unlikely to
discuss specifics on tariff
but the two leaders may
deliberate on a broader
picture.

The bilateral trade be-
tween India and the US
was around USD 130 bil-
lion last year.

The two leaders are
also likely to touch upon
overall situation in the
Indo-Pacific, Ukraine and
developments in West
Asia.

Modi and Trump, dur-
ing a phone conversation
on January 27, vowed to
work towards a "trusted"
partnership with a focus
on boosting India-US coop-
eration in areas of trade,
energy and defence.

Following the phone
talks, the White House said
Trump emphasised the im-
portance of India increas-
ing its procurement of
American-made security
equipment and moving to-
ward a fair bilateral trade
relationship. Modi and
Trump are likely to focus
on boosting the energy
ties. On February 1, New

Delhi announced plans to
amend its nuclear liability
law and set up a nuclear
energy mission.

Certain clauses in
India's Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
have emerged as hurdles
in moving forward in im-
plementation of the his-
toric civil nuclear deal that
was firmed up between the
two strategic partners
around 16 years back.

It is learnt that India is
looking at the possibility of
civil nuclear cooperation
with the US in the small
modular reactors (SMRs).

Modi arrived right
after his visit to France
where he had co-chaired
the Artificial Intelligence
Action Summit with
French President Em-
manuel Macron.

He is the fourth foreign
leader hosted by Trump
over the weeks since his
inauguration.

Within less than a
month of the start of his
second term in the White
House, Trump has hosted
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, Japan-
ese Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba, and Jordan's King
Abdullah II.

Abhishek Banerjee slams budget, calls tax exemption a “deception”
MI News Service, Kolkata: The Union
Budget 2025-26 has introduced a major
income tax exemption, allowing individu-
als earning up to �12 lakh annually to be
exempt from paying income tax. For gov-
ernment and private sector employees,
this benefit extends up to �12.75 lakh per
year. The announcement by Finance Min-
ister NirmalaSitharaman has been wel-
comed by many. However, TMC’s All India
General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee has
strongly criticized the move, calling it a
“deception” rather than a genuine relief.
Banerjee claims that despite the tax ex-
emption, individuals would still end up
losing �98,000 per year due to indirect
taxes. Addressing journalists at Se-
bashram, he explained how the budget

was misleading and why the middle class
should not be too optimistic about the tax
relief. Banerjee dissected the real impact
of the budget, stating, “The Union Budget
is nothing but deception. They say that in-
dividuals earning �12 lakh annually will

pay no income tax. That means a monthly
salary of �1 lakh. But in reality, they are
still paying taxes indirectly.” Explaining
further, he said, “A person earning �1 lakh
per month has daily expenses—buying
groceries, tea, milk, sugar, and other es-
sentials—all of which are taxed under
GST. The individual ends up paying
�98,000 annually in GST alone. Addition-
ally, there are other hidden charges like
toll tax, security transaction tax, and sur-
charge. With inflation rising at an average
of 6% annually, in three years, the cost of
living will increase by 18%.”Banerjee also
stated that he had submitted official data
regarding these calculations to the Lok
Sabha Speaker to substantiate his claims.
In the previous year’s budget, the stan-

dard deduction under the new tax regime
was increased from �50,000 to �75,000.
However, this year’s budget has kept the
standard deduction unchanged, meaning
taxpayers will not receive any additional
relief under this category.

Banerjee’s criticism highlights con-
cerns that while the government pro-
motes zero tax liability for individuals
earning �12 lakh, the actual financial bur-
den on taxpayers remains high due to in-
direct taxation and rising inflation.

As debates over the budget continue,
the TMC leader’s statements add to the
growing discourse on whether the Union
Budget truly benefits the middle class or
simply shifts the tax burden through indi-
rect means.

Joka-BBD Bag Metro rail work in progress at Khidderpore, Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
National General Secretary
and Member of Parliament
(MP) Abhishek Banerjee
has found himself entan-
gled in an identity issue on
Facebook. His legal team
has sent a notice to Meta,
the parent company of
Facebook, demanding im-
mediate rectification. The
issue stems from the disap-
pearance of “Trinamool
Congress” from his official
Facebook page, which usu-
ally displays his designa-
tion as MP, National
General Secretary, or Na-
tional General Secretary of
Trinamool Congress.

Recently, Abhishek
Banerjee’s supporters no-
ticed that the name of his
political party was missing
from his Facebook profile.
Typically, his page men-

tions his association with
the Trinamool Congress,
but this crucial detail had
suddenly vanished. Upon
being informed of the
issue, Banerjee promptly
took action and sent a legal
notice to Meta. The notice
demands an immediate
resolution, warning that
legal measures will be
taken if corrective action is
not implemented without
delay. Legal experts note
that any unauthorized
changes to a political
leader’s social media pro-
file can lead to significant
misinformation or specula-
tion. High-profile political
figures, celebrities, and in-
fluencers rely on social
media to maintain their
public identity. Any unau-
thorized alterations can
create confusion among
followers and the general

public. In Banerjee’s case,
the sudden disappearance
of his party’s name has
raised questions in political
circles. Observers are
speculating about whether
this was a technical glitch,
a deliberate act, or a po-
tential security breach.
Given the political land-
scape in India, where digi-
tal presence plays a crucial
role, such incidents are
bound to attract attention
and scrutiny.

Political analysts be-
lieve that such incidents, if
not addressed promptly,
could influence public per-
ception. Supporters and
party members often rely
on official pages for verified
updates. A missing political
affiliation, even for a short
period, could lead to un-
necessary debates and con-
fusion among followers.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Merchants' Chamber of
Commerce & Industry or-
ganised a Special Session
with Mr. Maxim V. Kozlov,
Consul General of the
Russian Federation in
Kolkata on ‘India-Russia
Economic Partnership:
Trade and Investment
Prospects’ here today at
the Chamber. Ms. Ekate-
rina Tyurina, Vice Consul
of the Russian Federation
in Kolkata was also pres-
ent at the Session. Mr.
Amit Saraogi, President,
MCCI, focused on giving ef-
forts to diversify trade be-
tween the two countries by
identifying new sectors
with opportunities such as
pharmaceuticals, agricul-
ture, tourism and live-
stock. He highlighted
several challenges like ge-
ographical constraints,
trade imbalance, regula-
tory environment, cur-
rency issues and
competing partnerships to
be addressed to take the
bilateral trade to its full
potential. While giving the
theme address Mr. Arun
Kumar Garodia, Chair-
man, Council on Foreign
Trade, MCCI emphasized
more on the role of a state
in facilitating bilateral ties
and viewed that West Ben-
gal is now all set to play a
lead role in facilitating bi-
lateral economic and com-
mercial relation with
Russia. Mr. Garodia also
underscored the impor-
tance of FTA/ CECA with
the Eurasian Economic
Union. Mr. Garodia further
mentioned several areas of
collaboration opportunities
specifically focussing on

West Bengal such as ship-
building, medical devices
and energy saving tech-
nologies. He further high-
lighted immense
opportunities in mobility
sector in eastern India. Mr.
Maxim V. Kozlov, Consul
General of the Russian
Federation in Kolkata in
his address mentioned that
India-Russia trade volume
has grown 5 times over the
last 5 years. While priori-
tizing the strategic part-
nership, the two countries
have set the bilateral trade
goal of achieving US$100
billion by 2030. The envoy
mentioned that technol-
ogy remains the corner-
stone of Russia-India
partnership underscoring
focused sectors like edu-
tech, digital marketing,
cyber security. He further
emphasized on the export
of skilled manpower from
India to Russia. He also
pointed out that India is
the main supplier of med-
icines, smartphones to

Russia. The Sectors in-
cluding energy, IT, phar-
maceuticals, machineries,
cyber security, agri-ma-
chinery, bio-technology,
nuclear energy offer huge
scope for both nations to
enhance their co-opera-
tion.He mentioned that
India-Russia have de-
cided to sign the Mutual
Trade Protection Agree-
ment, to boost overall
trade. He further in-
formed that the customs
services of Russia and
India have signed an
agreement on mutual
recognition of national in-
stitutions of the Autho-
rised Economic Operator
(AEO) in May 2024.  The
session ended with a
hearty Vote of thanks pro-
posed by Mr. Munish Jha-
jharia, Vice President,
MCCI. He proposed that
MCCI would be happy to
host a High-Level Business
Delegation from Russia to
Bengal to explore collabo-
ration in different sectors.

Special Session with H.E. Mr. Maxim Kozlov, Consul General
of the Russian Federation in Kolkata on ‘India - Russia Eco-
nomic Partnership: Trade and Investment Prospects’ and
Amit Saraogi, President, MCCI at Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata: According to
Kolkata Police records, in the past three
months alone, there have been five com-
plaints of police negligence in investiga-
tions related to unnatural deaths in the
city. Additionally, the August 2023 rape
and murder of a young doctor at R.G. Kar
Hospital had already sparked public out-
rage over the police’s handling of major
crimes. To avoid similar criticisms in the
future, Kolkata Police Commissioner
Manoj Verma has introduced new stan-
dard operating procedures (SOPs) for
handling unnatural deaths, suspicious
deaths, and murder investigations. Lal-
bazar has issued strict guidelines to all
police stations, ensuring prompt and thor-
ough investigations. According to sources
in Lalbazar, police stations must respond
immediately upon receiving reports of un-

natural deaths or murders. Officers must
reach the crime scene as quickly as pos-
sible and update the Officer-in-Charge
(OC) and Detective Department about ini-
tial findings before arrival. When a dead
body is discovered, the duty officer must
immediately record all information in the
General Diary (GD). This includes the
source and time of information. The in-
vestigating officer, upon arrival at the
scene, must first speak to the victim’s
family. If the family wishes to file a com-
plaint, it must be accepted without delay.

For individuals who live alone in
Kolkata due to work or education, the po-
lice must contact a close neighbour or
local guardian in case of an unnatural
death. The investigating officer must in-
quire whether they wish to file a com-
plaint and facilitate an FIR if necessary. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a rare spiritual commit-
ment, 18-year-old Kolkata
college student Shrestha
Barua has shaved her
head and taken Buddhist
monastic vows, embracing
celibacy to spread the
teachings of Gautama Bud-
dha. She, along with two
other women, donned saf-
fron robes in a ceremony
at Sambodhi Buddha Vi-
hara, Tollygunge, during
the 75th anniversary of the
Tollygunge Moore Avenue
Buddha Samiti on Maghi
Purnima.

Dr.ArunjyotiBhikkhuB-

hante conducted the initia-
tion ceremony, which in-
cluded Buddha Puja,
Sangha Dana, and a semi-
nar on women’s freedom
in Buddhism. West Bengal
Youth Welfare Minister
Aroop Biswas and nuns
from Taiwan attended the
event. Dr.ArunjyotiB-
hikkhu noted that Buddha
pioneered a monastic sys-
tem for women 2,568
years ago, and with these
women embracing Bud-
dhism, his teachings of
non-violence and equality
are set to reach more peo-
ple.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The state gov-
ernment has announced significant budg-
etary measures aimed at modernizing
madrasa education across the state. In
addition to upgrading infrastructure and
improving the quality of education, the
budget has allocated substantial financial
resources for school education, higher ed-
ucation, and public education programs.
This initiative focuses on enhancing learn-
ing environments in madrasas through
the introduction of smart classrooms, e-
books, and computer labs. Before the cur-
rent fiscal year ends, the government has
already approved the establishment of
600 smart classrooms, 100 digital labora-
tories, and upgraded science labs in 76
madrasas. The total budget allocation for
madrasa education stands at �5,602.29
crore, underscoring the administration's
commitment to modernizing traditional
learning institutions.In an effort to sup-
port financially disadvantaged yet aca-
demically bright students, the government
has expanded the Aikyashree scholarship
program, which has already benefited 4
crore students with an expenditure of
�4,100 crore in the current financial year.
According to official data, as of December
31, 2024, a total of 16 lakh scholarships

have been awarded out of 45 lakh appli-
cations for the 2024-25 academic year.
Additionally, the Shikshashree scheme,
aimed at promoting inclusive education,
has allocated �810 crore, benefiting over
1.04 crore students. The Medhashree
Scholarship, with a budget of �53.24
crore, has provided financial assistance to
6.65 lakh students, ensuring better access
to higher education. The Student Credit
Card Scheme has also gained momentum,
with �2,800 crore in bank loans approved
for 80,000 students, enabling them to
pursue their academic aspirations with-
out financial constraints. Further empha-
sizing its commitment to education, the
government has increased funding for
higher education, proposing a budget of
�6,593.58 crore to improve universities
and research institutions across the state.
In parallel, �366.46 crore has been allo-
cated to strengthen public education and
library services, ensuring better access to
knowledge and literacy programs for the
masses. These reforms highlight the
state's commitment to digital accessibility,
modernized education infrastructure, and
inclusive learning opportunities, reinforc-
ing its vision for an equitable and progres-
sive education system.

West Bengal Youth Welfare Minister Aroop Biswas, along
with monks and other dignitaries, attends the Buddhist
monastic vows ceremony of Shrestha Barua at Sambodhi
Buddha Vihara, Tollygunge, Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Kolkata Munic-
ipal Corporation (KMC) has issued a show-
cause notice to  councillor Sachin Singh in
connection with the Narkeldanga fire incident.
The notice was sent by KMC’s Chief Whip Bap-
padityaDasgupta on the instructions of Mayor
Firhad Hakim. The councillor, who represents
Ward 38, has confirmed receiving the notice
and stated that he will submit his response to
the party. The controversy erupted after a dev-

astating fire broke out on February 8 in the
slums along the Narkeldanga canal, destroying
over 30 shanties. Following the incident, angry
residents accused Sachin Singh of taking
bribes and illegally setting up warehouses, al-
leging that the fire originated from one of these
illegal structures. When Mayor Firhad Hakim
visited the affected area, the situation quickly
turned volatile, with residents protesting
against Sachin Singh and chanting “thief, thief”

slogans. Supporters of the councillor retaliated
with counter-slogans, leading to a violent con-
frontation. The chaos escalated further after
the mayor left, with a man allegedly being at-
tacked with an iron rod, resulting in severe in-
juries. In response, Sachin Singh’s followers
filed counter-complaints, accusing the protest-
ers of assault, molestation, and armed attacks.
An FIR was subsequently lodged against the
councillor.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: A significant fi-
nancial irregularity has
come to light in West
Bengal, where �12 lakh
has gone missing from a
post office. Unlike typical
chit fund scams, this
case involves a govern-
ment-run postal service,
raising serious concerns
about financial security.
Frustrated with police
inaction, the Calcutta
High Court has directed
the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department (CID) to
take over the case.\ Ex-
pressing dissatisfaction

with the handling of the
case, Justice Tirthankar
Ghosh strongly criticized
the Jamalpur police sta-
tion for failing to take ac-
tion over the past one
and a half years. He re-
marked, “People deposit
their hard-earned money
in post offices for secu-
rity. If such incidents
occur and the police do
nothing, public trust in
postal services will be
lost.” During the hear-
ing, Justice Ghosh fur-
ther stated, “This is a
central government insti-
tution. 

Shocking 
details emerge
in New Town
rape and 
murder case
MI News Service,
Kolkata: New revelations
have surfaced in the New
Town rape and murder
case, exposing the horri-
fying past of the accused,
e-rickshaw driver Soumi-
tra Roy. His first wife al-
legedly died by suicide
due to his extreme physi-
cal abuse, yet his violent
tendencies never
changed. His second wife
has now come forward,
calling him a “monster”
and demanding severe
punishment.

Speaking to reporters
from the doorstep of her
rented home in Gouran-
ganagarAdarshapal l i ,
Soumitra’s wife,
MausumiAdhikari, ex-
pressed her outrage and
lack of sympathy for her
husband. “I consider my-
self fortunate that this
beast did not kill me. The
court must ensure that he
is punished harshly,” she
said, visibly shaken by
the revelations.
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MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Eastern Railway is 
continuing its commitment to 
passenger convenience and 
station modernization with 
the installation of Train Indi-
cation Boards (TIB) at 40 key 
stations across the Howrah 
Division. This major infra-
structure upgrade will cover 
stations including Belmuri, Di-
ara, Gurap, Palla Road, Dain-
hat, Dhatrigram, Khamarga-
chi, Patuli, Srirampur, Rishra, 
Konnagar, Sheoraphuli, Belur 
Math, Liluah, Hooghly, Agrad-
wip, Lakshmipur, Bhandar-
tikuri, Bagnapara, Behula, 
Somrabazar, Balagarh, Du-
murdaha, Kuntighat, Aram-
bagh, Mayapur, Bahirkhan-
da, Sainthia, Bolpur, Pakur, 
Rampurhat, Madhusudanpur, 
Porabazar, Shibaichandi, Ha-

zigarh, Jhapandanga, Gobra, 
Janai Road, Mirzapur Banki-
pur, and more.

The installation of TIBs at 
these stations aims to enhance 
passenger experience by pro-
viding real-time information 
on train schedules, platform 
numbers, delays, and cancel-
lations. These dynamic boards 
will be positioned at strategic 
points across the stations, en-
suring passengers can easily 
access crucial travel updates 
without confusion or unneces-
sary crowding.

Beyond convenience, the 
initiative also plays a crucial 
role in passenger safety. By 
offering clear and timely up-
dates, TIBs will help manage 
crowds, minimize last-min-
ute rushes, and reduce con-
gestion at platforms. This 

will particularly benefit pas-
sengers during peak travel 
hours, allowing for a safer 
and more organized station 
environment.

This step aligns with East-
ern Railway’s broader station 
modernization efforts, which 
focus on integrating smart 
solutions into railway opera-
tions. The implementation of 
TIBs will streamline passen-
ger movement, enhance trav-
el efficiency, and contribute 
to an overall improved rail-
way experience.

With this initiative, Eastern 
Railway continues its com-
mitment to providing seam-
less and reliable services to 
millions of passengers, mak-
ing train travel smarter, saf-
er, and more efficient across 
the Howrah Division.

MI News Service,  
Darjeeling: Darjeeling MP 
Raju Bista recently met with 
Nitin Gadkari, the Union 
Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways, to discuss the 
urgent need for infrastruc-
ture development in the 
Darjeeling hills, Terai, and 
Dooars regions. The meet-
ing primarily focused on 
expediting crucial highway 
projects that would enhance 
connectivity and boost eco-
nomic growth in the region.

During the discussion, 
Bista emphasized the im-
portance of constructing 
an alternative highway to 
Darjeeling via Balason and 
Ghoom. He urged the min-
istry to speed up the proj-
ect to ensure smooth and 
safe travel for residents and 
tourists. Additionally, he 
pushed for the completion 
of the Siliguri Ring Road, a 
long-pending project that, 
once completed, would help 
decongest traffic in Siliguri 
and improve overall trans-
portation management in 
the region.

Bista also highlighted the 
significance of a new high-
way connecting Darjeeling 
to Teesta via Lebong and 
DabaiPani. This project, he 
stated, would provide an 

alternative route and en-
hance connectivity between 
the key regions, benefitting 
both locals and visitors. Fur-
thermore, he pressed for the 
expansion and maintenance 
of NH55, a critical highway 
that serves as a lifeline for 
the Darjeeling hills. He re-
quested that the National 
Highways and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpora-
tion Limited (NHIDCL) take 
charge of ensuring its prop-
er upkeep and timely devel-
opment.

Another key proposal put 
forward by Bista was the 
construction of a new bridge 
to complement the existing 
Coronation Bridge. The Cor-
onation Bridge, which con-
nects Siliguri to the Dooars 
and Northeast India, has 
long been a concern due to 
its age and increasing traf-
fic load. A new bridge would 
significantly improve safety 
for travelers and enhance 
connectivity to the region.

In addition to road infra-
structure, Bista proposed 
the development of several 
ropeways across the Dar-
jeeling hills and Dooars. He 
argued that ropeways would 
provide an eco-friendly and 
efficient mode of transpor-
tation, easing the burden 

on roads while improving 
accessibility for residents, 
tourists, and businesses in 
the hilly terrain.

Responding to Bista’s 
demands, Minister Nitin 
Gadkari expressed his full 
support for the proposals. 
He assured the MP that the 
requests would be treated 
as a priority, with steps be-
ing taken to fast-track ap-
provals and funding for the 
proposed projects.

The push for Infrastruc-
ture development in Dar-
jeeling, Terai, and Dooars 
comes at a crucial time, 
as the region continues to 
struggle with poor road con-
ditions, heavy traffic conges-
tion, and limited connectivi-
ty. The proposed projects, if 
implemented effectively, will 
not only boost tourism and 
local businesses but also en-
hance overall quality of life 
for the people of the region.

With Minister Gadkari’s 
assurance and continued 
efforts from MP Raju Bis-
ta, residents of North Ben-
gal are hopeful that these 
long-pending infrastructur-
al issues will finally be ad-
dressed, paving the way for 
better roads, improved con-
nectivity, and sustainable 
development.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Merchants' Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 
organised a Special Session 
with Mr. Maxim V. Kozlov, 
Consul General of the Rus-
sian Federation in Kolkata on 
‘India-Russia Economic Part-
nership: Trade and Invest-
ment Prospects’ here today at 
the Chamber. Ms. Ekaterina 
Tyurina, Vice Consul of the 
Russian Federation in Kol-
kata was also present at the 
Session.
 Mr. Amit Saraogi, Presi-
dent, MCCI, focused on giv-
ing efforts to diversify trade 
between the two countries 
by identifying new sectors 
with opportunities such as 
pharmaceuticals, agricul-
ture, tourism and livestock. 
He highlighted several chal-
lenges like geographical con-
straints, trade imbalance, 
regulatory environment, cur-
rency issues and competing 
partnerships to be addressed 
to take the bilateral trade to 
its full potential.

 While giving the theme 
address Mr. Arun Kumar 
Garodia, Chairman, Council 
on Foreign Trade, MCCI em-
phasized more on the role of 

a state in facilitating bilater-
al ties and viewed that West 
Bengal is now all set to play 
a lead role in facilitating bi-
lateral economic and com-
mercial relation with Russia. 
Mr. Garodia also underscored 
the importance of FTA/ CECA 
with the Eurasian Economic 
Union.

Mr. Garodia further men-
tioned several areas of col-
laboration opportunities spe-
cifically focussing on West 
Bengal such as ship-building, 
medical devices and energy 
saving technologies. He fur-
ther highlighted immense op-
portunities in mobility sector 
in eastern India.

Mr. Maxim V. Kozlov, Con-
sul General of the Russian 
Federation in Kolkata in his 
address mentioned that In-
dia-Russia trade volume has 
grown 5 times over the last 5 
years. While prioritizing the 
strategic partnership, the two 
countries have set the bilat-
eral trade goal of achieving 
US$100 billion by 2030.

The envoy mentioned that 
technology remains the cor-
ner-stone of Russia-India 
partnership underscoring fo-
cused sectors like edu-tech, 

digital marketing, cyber se-
curity. He further emphasized 
on the export of skilled man-
power from India to Russia.

He also pointed out that 
India is the main supplier of 
medicines, smartphones to 
Russia. The Sectors including 
energy, IT, pharmaceuticals, 
machineries, cyber security, 
agri-machinery, bio-technolo-
gy, nuclear energy offer huge 
scope for both nations to en-
hance their co-operation. 

He mentioned that In-
dia-Russia have decided to 
sign the Mutual Trade Pro-
tection Agreement, to boost 
overall trade. He further in-
formed that the customs ser-
vices of Russia and India have 
signed an agreement on mu-
tual recognition of national 
institutions of the Authorised 
Economic Operator (AEO) in 
May 2024. 

The session ended with a 
hearty Vote of thanks pro-
posed by Mr. Munish Jhajha-
ria, Vice President, MCCI. He 
proposed that MCCI would 
be happy to host a High-Lev-
el Business Delegation from 
Russia to Bengal to explore 
collaboration in different sec-
tors.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi: Union Railway Minis-
ter AshwaniVaishnaw along 
with CEO & CRB, Satish Ku-
mar on Thursday reviewed 
crowd management situation 
of Prayagraj Railway stations 
in the war room at Rail Bha-
van. The Minister instructed 
officials to ensure that trains 
are made available for pil-
grims in all directions. He also 
mentioned that the Prayagraj 
division has been directed to 
run extra trains as needed 
to ease passenger congestion 
while ensuring passenger 
comfort in the holding areas.

According to the Maha-
kumbh Railway Information 
Bulletin, by 6:00 PM today (12 
February 2025), 225 trains 
had been run for the conve-
nience of passengers, with 
over 12.46 lakh passengers 
having traveled. On Tuesday, 
11 February 2025, 343 trains 

were operated, carrying more 
than 14.69 lakh passengers. 
Information related to trains 
is continuously being provided 
by Indian Railways through 
various channels—including 
special bulletins, the Maha-
kumbh area holding zones, 
railway stations, social media, 
and other media outlets.

For the convenience of 
passengers, four holding ar-
eas near Prayagraj junction 
railway station (each with a 
capacity of 5,000) have fully 
been operational. Addition-

ally, a new holding area at 
Khusrobagh with a capaci-
ty 100,000 passengers has 
been operational today on the 
occasion of MaghiPurnima 
with Special arrangements 
for lodging, meals, and other 
essentials have been made so 
that waiting passengers can 
stay comfortably until they 
board their trains.

All passengers are advised 
to obtain information only 
from official sources and to 
avoid any unverified reports 
and misleading information.

MI News Service, Siliguri: A massive fire broke 
out late Wednesday night at Jalpai More in Siliguri, 
causing extensive damage to six shops in the area. 
The incident, suspected to have been caused by 
a short circuit, quickly escalated as gas cylinders 
inside one of the shops exploded, intensifying the 
blaze. Local residents, upon noticing the fire, alert-

ed the fire department immediately, and several 
fire tenders were dispatched to the scene. Howev-
er, despite their efforts, the fire had already gut-
ted multiple shops, leading to losses worth several 
lakhs of rupees. The affected businesses include a 
fast-food outlet, a sweet shop, and a photo studio, 
all of which suffered significant financial losses. 

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata:   In a significant move 
towards enhancing passen-
ger convenience and acces-
sibility, a new lift has been 
installed with a capacity of 
13 persons at Raniganj Sta-
tion, Platform No. 4. This 
addition marks a pivotal 
step in improving the travel 
experience for the passen-
gers, with more comfortable 
movement for differently 
abled persons, senior citi-
zens and lady passengers.

The new lift is designed 
to ensure smooth and com-
fortable access to the plat-
form, thereby significantly 
reducing the challenges 
faced by passengers with 
mobility issues. Different-

ly-abled passengers, senior 
citizens, and those with 
heavy luggage will now be 
able to navigate the station 
with ease, enhancing their 
overall journey experi-
ence. Additionally, the lift is 
equipped with an Automatic 
Rescue Device (ARD), which 
ensures passenger safety by 
automatically moving the lift 
to the nearest floor in case 
of power failure.  

This initiative aligns with 
Eastern Railway's ongoing 
efforts to modernize its in-
frastructure and provide 
world-class amenities to trav-
elers. By prioritizing accessi-
bility, Asansol Division of East-
ern Railway aims to create a 
more inclusive environment, 
ensuring that every passenger, 
regardless of their physical 
abilities, can travel with dignity 
and convenience.  Passengers 
have expressed their apprecia-
tion for this thoughtful addition, 
highlighting the positive impact 
it will have on their daily com-
mute. The lift is now operation-
al and ready to serve the needs 
of all passengers at Raniganj 
Station in Asansol Division.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Medical Department of Metro 
Railway regularly organizes 
health camps to bring health 
care & check-up facilities to 
Metro employees, officers 
and their family members.

As a part of this endeav-
our, an Executive Health 
Check Up camp was organ-
ised today i.e. on 13.02.2025 
at Tapan Sinha Memorial 
Hospital. Shri P. Uday Kumar 

Reddy, General Manager, 
Metro Railway inaugurat-
ed this camp this morning. 
He and other senior officers 
were present in this camp. 
Altogether, 61 officers at-
tended this Health Check Up 
Camp today. In this camp 
different health parameters 
were checked and blood tests 
were done. Senior Medical 
Officers advised all the par-
ticipants accordingly.

MI News Service, Kol-
kata:   For maintenance 
of Bridge No. 16 between 
Diara & Nasibpur stations 
and Bridge No. 21 between 
Nasibpur & Singur stations 
of Howrah Division, follow-
ing arrangements in train 
running have been made on 
15.02.2025 & 16.02.2025 as 
under:
Cancellation on 15.02.2025 
(Saturday):
From Howrah to Tar-
akeswar: 37349, 37351
From Tarakeswar to How-
rah :37354
Cancellation on 16.02.2025 
(Sunday):
DN Direction
From Tarakeswar to How-
rah: - 37312, 37314, 37316, 
37318, 37320, 37356, 

37322, 37328
From Tarakeswar to Sheo-
raphuli:- 37412, 37416
From Goghat to Howrah :- 
37372
From Goghat to Tarakeswar 
:- 37390
From Arambagh to How-
rah:- 37360
From Haripal  to How-
rah:-37308
UP Direction
From Howrah to Goghat 
:-37371, 37373
From Howrah to Tar-
akeswar : 37309, 37353, 
37311, 37313, 37315, 37317
From Sheoraphuli to Tar-
akeswar:37411, 37415
From Howrah to Arambagh 
:37359
From Howrah to Haripal 
:37307

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) has 
forecasted snowfall in Darjeel-
ing on Friday, while light rain 
is expected in Jalpaiguri and 
Kalimpong. Dense fog warn-
ings have been Issued for Dar-
jeeling, Jalpaiguri, and Cooch 
Behar, with visibility expected 
to drop between 50 to 199 
meters in the mornings, po-
tentially disrupting travel.

While northern West Ben-
gal will remain mostly dry 
apart from these localized 
weather events, dense fog 
is expected to affect parts of 
South Bengal, including North 
24 Parganas, South 24 Parga-
nas, East Burdwan, and Na-
dia. Other districts may also 
experience patchy fog, which 
could cause traffic disruptions 
and reduced visibility. No 
rainfall has been predicted for 
South Bengal.

Alipore Regional Meteoro-
logical Commissioner Som-
nath Dutta explained that the 
foggy conditions are due to 

excessive water vapor enter-
ing the state from the North 
Bay of Bengal. This has led 
to moisture accumulation, 
which, combined with low 
wind speeds, results in fog 
formation. He advised caution 
for morning travelers in fog-
prone areas.

While fog and light rain 
persist in some parts of Ben-
gal, the overall winter season 
is weakening. Temperatures 
have remained above normal 
for most of February, with 
Kolkata experiencing unsea-
sonably warm nights.

On Wednesday, Kolkata’s 
minimum temperature was 
recorded at 21.8°C, which is 
4.1 degrees above normal. 
Meanwhile, the maximum 
temperature on Tuesday 
reached 29.1°C, slightly ex-
ceeding the seasonal average.

Although a slight drop of 
2 to 3 degrees is expected in 
both North and South Ben-
gal over the next two days, 
it won’t bring any significant 
chill. Instead, temperatures 

More passenger convenience at Raniganj 
station with new 13-person capacity lift

Executive health check-up camp held at 
Tapan Sinha Memorial Hospital

Regulation of trains for bridge maintenance work 
between Diara –Singur station over Howrah division

Snowfall likely in Darjeeling, fog  warnings issued across Bengal

Eastern Railway to install Train Indication Boards 
(TIB) at 40 key stations in Howrah division

MP Raju Bista pushes for infra development in hills and Terai

MCCI organised Special Session on ‘India-Russia Economic Partnership

Indian Railways is working day and night to ensure that pilgrims return home 
without any delay after taking the holy bath on MaghiPurnima : Ashwini Vaishnaw

Fire at Jalpai More guts six shops, Siliguri Mayor assures support

NAME CHANGE
I, Abdul Bari Sk., S/o Ashadul Sekh residing 
at Vill–Chandipur, P.O-Malumgachha, P.S- 
Nakashipara, Dist–Nadia, Pin-741126, 
WB, declare that my actual name is 
Abdul Bari Sk as mentioned in my Admit 
Card of WBBME and father’s Name is 
Ashadul Sekh as mentioned in his Aadhar 
Card but in my Aadhar Card my name 
has been recorded as Abdul Bari in my 
WBBME Admit Card my father’s name 
has been recorded as Abdul Khalek 
Sk, and in my Aadhar Card my father’s 
Name has been recorded as Ashadul Sk. 
That Abdul Bari Sk and Abdul Bari both are 
same and one identical person i.e., myself 
and Ashadul Sekh, Abdul Khalek Sk and 
Ashadul Sk all are same and one identical 
person i.e., my father vide affidavit swron 
before Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st Class) at 
Krishnagar, Nadia on 12.02.25

NAME CHANGE
I, Naren Bag ( Old Name ), Son of Jiban 
Krishna Bag residing at Chickrand, Ps-
Chanditala, Hooghly Pin-712304. West 
Bengal, shall henceforth be known as 
Narendra Nath Bag (New Name) vide an 
affidavit sworn Before the Notary Public 
at Kolkata on 12/02/2025. That Naren Bag 
and Narendra Nath Bag both are the same 
and One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Amrita Ghosh,Wife Of Sibnath Ghosh, 
Residing At 11/2A Gour Dey Lane, Ps 
-Muchipara, Kolkata-700012, West 
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Amrita Karmakar Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
12/02/2025.That Amrita Ghosh And Amrita 
Karmakar Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I Sabiha Aziz d/o Mohammad Ansar 
Alam, residing at Fe 506 flat- 7, Sector 
3, Salt Lake. Bidhannagar 700106,  was 
called Sabiha Alam before marriage. After 
marriage I became Sabiha Aziz. This name 
I have retained even after divorce. Hence 
Sabiha Alam and Sabiha Aziz are same 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I Soyab Alam Shaikh(Old Name),S/O Sk 
Johur Alam,R/O Vill-Kantlia,Po-Nibra,Ps-
Domjur,Howrah-711409,West Bengal,Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Sk Soyab 
Alam(New Name),Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
12/02/2025,That Soyab Alam Shaikh And 
Sk Soyab Alam All Are The Same And One 
Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I Shaikh Johur Alam & Sk Johur Alam(Old 
Name) ,S/O Mohammad Ali Sheik,R/O 
Sekh Para,Near Power House,Kantlia,Ps-
Domjur,Howrah-711409,West Bengal,Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Johur Alam 
Sheik(New Name),Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
12/02/2025,That Shaikh Johur Alam & Sk 
Johur Alam And Johur Alam Sheik All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I Sharmila Chaudhury (Old Name),W/O 
Late Asish Kumar Chaudhuri,R/O W/5, 
Cl-12, Purbachal Housing Estate, Salt 
Lake, Bidhannagar(M) Purbachal North 
24 Parganas-700097,West Bengal,Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Sarmila 
Chaudhuri (New Name),Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 12/02/2025,That Sarmila Chaudhury 
And Sharmila Chaudhuri All Are The Same 
And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I,Mohammed Majid (Old Name) S/O Aziz 
Ahmed Resident Of 118,Elliot Road,Po 
& Ps - Park Street,Kolkata-700016,West 
Bengal.i Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As  Md Majid  
(New Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
13/02/2025. That  Mohammed Majid(Old 
Name) And  Md Majid  (New Name)All Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pinaki Banerjee (Old Name) son of 
Purnatosh Bandyopadhayay, residing at 
Banerjee Para, Moydah Kalibari, Bakultala, 
Pin- 743337, West Bengal, INDIA, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Pinaki Bandyopadhyay (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. Pinaki 
Bandyopadhyay (New Name) and Pinaki 
Banerjee (Old Name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Biskarma (Old Name) son 
of Sitaram Biswakarma, residing at 
76/1 P Road, Near Kishor Bahini Club 
Belgachia, P.S.- Liluah, Dist.- Howrah, Pin- 
711108,West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be known 
as Manoj Kumar Biswakarma (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary Public at 
Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. Manoj Kumar 
Biswakarma (New Name) and Manoj 
Biskarma (Old Name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Biswajit Biskarma (Old Name) son of 
Manoj Kumar Biswakarma, residing at 
76/1 P Road, Near Kishor Bahini Club 
Belgachia, P.S.- Liluah, Dist.- Howrah, 
Pin- 711108,West Bengal, INDIA, have 
changed my name and shall henceforth 
be known as Biswajit Biswakarma (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary Public 
at Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. Biswajit 
Biswakarma (New Name) and Biswajit 
Biskarma (Old Name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sneha Sekhani & Sneha Abhilasha 
Sekhani (Old Name) wife of Nishant 
Kothari, residing at P-104, Senhati 
Colony, Kolkata- 700034, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Sneha Kothari 
(New Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. Sneha 
Kothari (New Name) and Sneha Sekhani & 
Sneha Abhilasha Sekhani (Old Name) both 
are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Kumar Pari (Old Name) son of 
Kalachand Pari, residing at Dakshin 
Palasi, P.O.- Khurshi, West Medinipur, 
P.S.- Narayangarh, Pin- 721437,West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Anil Pari 
(New Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. Anil 
Pari (New Name) and Anil Kumar Pari (Old 
Name) both are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Afgil Mullick (Old Name) son of Late. 
Lutfar Rahaman Mullick, residing at Dharsa 
Bara Mullick Para, P.O.- Baltikuri, P.S.- 
Dasnagar, Howrah, Pin- 711113,West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Afjel 
Mullick (New Name) as declared before the 
Notary Public at Kolkata, dated 13/02/2025. 
Afjel Mullick (New Name) and Afgil Mullick 
(Old Name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Safi Noor Selim Jabed (Old Name) 
son of Safique Ahamed, residing at Vill.- 
Amodpur, P.O.- Amodpur, P.S.- Minakhan, 
Dist.- Minakhan, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 
743456,West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be known as 
S. N. Selim Jabed (New Name) as declared 
before the Notary Public at Kolkata, dated 
13/02/2025. S. N. Selim Jabed (New Name) 
and Safi Noor Selim Jabed (Old Name) 
both are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Zia Nafis(Old Name),Son Of Late Nafisul 
Hasan, Residing At 2B Colonel Biswas 
Road,Kolkata - 700019,West Bengal,Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Mohammed Zia 
Nafis (New Name) Vide An Affidavit No 2092 
Sworn Before The Ld 1St Class Judicial 
Magistrate At Kolkata On 12/02/2025.That 
Zia Nafis And Mohammed Zia Nafis Both 
Are The Same And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Sk Mostafa, Residing At Bahir 
Sarbamangala Para, Po-Head Post Office, 
Ps-Burdwan, Purba Bardhaman - 713101, 
West Bengal, Do Hereby Notified That 
My Father Late Abdul Hasem Sk (Old 
Name) Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Late Sk Abdul Hasem(New Name) Vide An 
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 12/02/2025.That Late Abdul 
Hasem Sk(Old Name) And Late Sk Abdul 
Hasem(New Name) Both Are The Same 
And One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Gautam Bhuiya, Son Of Radhaballav 
Bhuiya, Residing At 59/60, Bagmari 
Road, B.R.S-3, Block-13, Flat-19/20, Ps-
Manicktala, Kolkata-700054, West Bengal, 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Goutam 
Bhuiya (New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 12/02/2025.That Gautam Bhuiya And 
Goutam Bhuiya Both Are The Same And 
One Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I,Nayan Chandra Pal (Old Name),Son Of 
Kalipada Pal, Residing At Vill-Barunia, 
Po-Darra, Ps-Debra, Paschim Medinipur 
721124, West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Nayan Pal (New Name) Vide 
An Affidavit No 5238 Sworn Before The Ld 
1St Class Judicial Magistrate At Kolkata On 
30/01/2025.That Nayan Chandra Pal And 
Nayan Pal Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

NAME CHANGE
I Dwiteeya Ashish Chaudhuri(Old Name), 
D/O Late Asish Kumar Chaudhuri, R/O 
Flat-W5, Cl-XII, Purbachal Housing Estate, 
Sector-3, Salt Lake, Ps-Bidhannagar 
South Bidhannagar-700097, West 
Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As 
Dwiteetya Chaudhury (New Name),Vide 
An Affidavit No 89 Sworn Before The Ld 
1St Class Judicial Magistrate At Kolkata 
On 02/12/2024,That Dwiteeya Ashish 
Chaudhuri And Dwiteetya Chaudhury All 
Are The Same And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I,Tulshi Mal, Mother  Of Army NO. 
13627655N, RANK Hav Name Dibyendu 
Mal, Resident Of  Vill- Belar, P.O-Belar 
Bhurkunda,P.S-Madhabdihi, Dist- Purba 
Bardhaman ,W.B., PIN-713427  have 
changed  my  name & Date of Birth  
from  Tulsi Mal & 02.01.1970  TO Tulshi 
Mal & 28.05.1967 Vide Affidavit  Dated 
04.02.2025 before The Notary  at Purba 
Bardhaman.That Tulshi  Mal and  Tulsi Mal 
both are the same an one identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Asok Kumar Nayak S/o Lt Kanai Lal 
Nayak R/A E - 130, 1st Floor, Baghajatin 
Colony, P.O. Baghajatin, P.S. : Patuli, 
Kolkata - 700086, Dist. South 24 Pgs 
(W.B) have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Ashok Sen as 
declared before the Learned 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate Court, Alipore (W.B.) 
vide Affidavit no. 11201, dated 11.02.2025. 
Ashok Kumar Nayak and Ashok Sen S/o Lt 
Kanai Lal Sen both are same and identical 
person. That due to my personal reasons I 
have changed my name from Asok Kumar 
Nayak S/o Lt Kanai Lal Nayak to Ashok 
Sen. 

Change of Name
I, PRASANTA MONDAL (Old Name) S/O 
SHASANKA SEKHAR MONDAL Residing 
at Vill-Bhabanipur, P.O.-Chakdaha, P.S.-
Chakdaha, District - Nadia, Pin - 741222, 
West Bengal, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as PRASANTA 
KUMAR MONDAL (New Name) as 
declared before the Ld. Judicial Magistrate 
1st Class at Kolkata vide affidavit No. 4075 
Dated 27-01-2025. PRASANTA MONDAL 
(Old Name) and PRASANTA KUMAR 
MONDAL (New Name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Change of Name
I SK AJIMUL MOHAMMAD (Father’s 
Name) on behalf my minor son MOYAJ 
MOHAMMAD SHAIKH (Old Name) 
Residing at Vill-Jatimati, P.O.-Digha New 
Township, District-East Medinipur, Pin-
721463, West Bengal, India have changed 
his name and he shal henceforth be known 
as SK MOYAJ MOHAMMAD (New Name) 
as declared before the Notary Public Govt 
of India vide affidavit Dated 13/02/2025. 
MOYAJ MOHAMMAD SHAIKH (Old Name) 
and SK MOYAJ MOHAMMAD (New Name) 
both are same and identical person.

Change of Name
I, AJIMUL MOHAMMAD SHAIKH (Old 
Name) S/O SK EKRAM MOHAMMAD 
Residing at Vill-Jatimati, P.O.-Digha New 
Township, District - East Medinipur, Pin - 
721463, West Bengal, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known as 
SK AJIMUL MOHAMMAD (New Name) as 
declared before the Notary Public Govt of 
India at Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 13-02-
2025. AJIMUL MOHAMMAD SHAIKH (Old 
Name) and SK AJIMUL MOHAMMAD (New 
Name) both are same and one identical 
person..

Change of Name
I, Juliet Bhatia (Old Name) W/o John 
A Bhatia Residing at Manaspur Road, 
Purbayan, Lily Bagan, VTC-Hugli-
Chinsurah(M), P.o-Sahaganj, District- 
Hooghly, Pin - 712104 West Bengal India 
shall henceforth be known as Juliet Fatima 
Bhatia (New Name) as declared before the 
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 
13-02-2025. Juliet Bhatia (Old Name) and 
Juliet Fatima Bhatia (New Name) both as 
same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Bajgita Nazreen (Old Name) D/o Haji 
Abdul Jabbar Residing at 25/1B, Mofidul 
Islamlane, Entally, Intally S.O, Intally,District 
- Kolkata, Pin - 700014 West Bengal India 
shall henceforth be known as Bazgha 
Nasreen (New Name) as declared before 
the Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit  
Date 13-02-2025. Bajgita Nazreen (Old 
Name) and  Bazgha Nasreen (New Name) 
both as same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Argha Pratim Chowdhury S/o Late Anjan 
Krishna Chowdhury Residing at 23 D K.P 
Roy Lane Tollygunge, P.o-Tollygunge, 
P.s-Charu Market, District-Kolkata, Pin- 
700033 West Bengal India shall henceforth 
be known as Argha Pratap Chowdhury. I 
declare that Argha Pratim Chowdhury and 
Argha Pratap Chowdhury is same and one 
identical person by virtue of an affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public, Kolkata on 
12-02-2025.

Change of Name
I, Samrat Mondal (Old Name) S/o Late 
Sankar Mondal Residing at Vill - Kaikhali, 
P.o - Haritala, P.s - Hanskhali, District - 
Nadia, Pin - 741502 West Bengal India 
shall henceforth be known as Samrat 
Mandal (New Name) as declared before the 
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 
13-02-2025. Samrat Mondal (Old Name) 
and Samrat Mandal (New Name) both as 
same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Samrat Mandal S/o Late Sankar Mondal 
(Date of Death: 23-02-2005) Residing at 
Vill-Kaikhali, P.o-Haritala, P.s-Hanskhali, 
District-Nadia, Pin-741502 West Bengal 
India that my deceased father who 
previously known as Shankar Mondal 
and Sankar Mandal shall henceforth be 
known as Sankar Mondal.I declare that my 
deceased father Shankar Mondal, Sankar 
Mandal  and Sankar Mondal is same and 
one identical person by virtue of an affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public, Kolkata on 
13-02-2025.

Change of Name
I, Ajanta Choudhury (Old Name) W/o 
Shusanta  Chowdhury Residing at Vill 
- Kaikhali Nutanpara, Haritala, District - 
Nadia, Pin - 741502 West Bengal India shall 
henceforth be known as Ajanta Chowdhury 
(New Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 13-02-
2025. Ajanta Choudhury (Old Name) and 
Ajanta Chowdhury (New Name) both as 
same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Biswanath Choudhury (Old Name) S/o 
Shusanta  Chowdhury Residing at Vill 
- Kaikhali Nutanpara, Haritala, District - 
Nadia, Pin - 741502 West Bengal India 
shall henceforth be known as Biswanath 
Chowdhury (New Name) as declared 
before the Notary Public Kolkata vide 
affidavit  Date 13-02-2025. Biswanath 
Choudhury (Old Name) and Biswanath 
Chowdhury (New Name) both as same and 
one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Sushanta Choudhury alias Sushanta 
Chowdhury (Old Name) S/o Kathiswar  
Chowdhury Residing at Vill - Kaikhali 
Nutanpara, Haritala, District - Nadia, Pin - 
741502 West Bengal India shall henceforth 
be known as Shusanta Chowdhury (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public Kolkata vide affidavit  Date 13-02-
2025. Sushanta Choudhury, Sushanta 
Chowdhury (Old Name) and Shusanta 
Chowdhury (New Name) both as same and 
one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Faiyaz Alam Siddiquee, S/O- Mahboob 
Alam, Residing At P-154, 3Rd Floor, 
Mudiali, P.s-Metiabruz, Kolkata-700024, 
That In The Pass Certificate Of My Son 
Namely Md. Mehtab Alam, My Name Has 
Been Recorded As Md. Faiyaz Alam Which 
Is Incorrect. So Vide Affidavit Before The 
Ld.1St Class J.m At Alipore No-8396 ,Dt-
30.01.2025. That Faiyaz Alam  Siddiquee 
& Md. Faiyaz Alam Is Same And One 
Identical Person. 

NAME CHANGE
I,Shaikh Abdul Rahaman(Old Name),Son 
Of Shaikh Nuruddin @ Sk Nura,Residing At 
Vill & Po - Jerthan, Ps - Egra, East Medinipur 
-721420,West Bengal,Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As Sk Abdul Rahaman (New 
Name) Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The 
Notary Public At Kolkata On 12/02/2025.
That Shaikh Abdul Rahaman And Sk Abdul 
Rahaman Both Are The Same And One 
Identical Person.

Change of Name
I SK AJIMUL MOHAMMAD (Father’s 
Name) on behalf my minor son MUJAHID 
MAHAMMAD SHAIKH (Old Name) 
Residing at Vill-Jatimati, P.O.-Digha New 
Township, District-East Medinipur, Pin-
721463, West Bengal, India have changed 
his name and he shal henceforth be known 
as SK MUJAHID MAHAMMAD (New 
Name) as declared before the Notary 
Public Govt of India vide affidavit Dated 
13/02/2025. MUJAHID MAHAMMAD 
SHAIKH (Old Name) and SK MUJAHID 
MAHAMMAD (New Name) both are same 
and identical person. are predicted to rise again 

by 2 degrees shortly after, 
said Dutta.

In the Hills: Tourists and 
residents in Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong should prepare 
for cold weather and pos-
sible snowfall, which could 
impact transportation and 
daily activities.

In the Plains: Dense fog in 
Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar, and 
parts of South Bengal could 
disrupt early morning trav-
el, particularly for flights, 
trains, and road transport. 
Commuters are advised to 
exercise caution and use fog 
lights where necessary.

In Kolkata and Surround-
ing Areas: While the city 
remains warm, humid con-
ditions might persist due to 
the excess moisture in the 
air. Residents can expect 
mildly cooler mornings, but 
daytime temperatures will 
remain pleasantly warm.

Weather experts suggest 
that Bengal’s winter is near-
ing its end, and an early 
summer onset is possible 
if current trends continue. 
While sporadic dips in tem-
perature may occur, a grad-
ual rise in heat is expected in 
the coming weeks
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MI News Service,  
Bengaluru: The Karna-
taka High Court on Thurs-
day passed a judgement in 
favour of renowned jour-
nalist Arnab Goswami, the 
editor-in-chief of Republic 
News and quashed the case 
filed by the Bengaluru Po-
lice last year. The case was 
filed following accusations 
that Goswami broadcast a 
false news report about the 
Chief Minister of Karnata-
ka.

The bench of Justice M 
Nagaprasanna has passed 
the order in the matter. A 
detailed order is awaited in 
the matter.

In December 2024, the 
Karnataka High Court had 
put a hold on the criminal 
proceedings initiated by the 
Karnataka police against 
journalist Goswami. During 
the issuance of the interim 
order to halt the investi-
gation against the Repub-
lic TV editor-in-chief, the 
court referred to the filing 
of the FIR as a "reckless 
registration of a crime."

The case was filed based 
on a complaint by an office 
bearer of the Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee.

Bengaluru police reg-
istered a case against 

Arnab Goswami, the edi-
tor-in-chief of Republic TV, 
and the editor of R Kan-
nada, the Kannada news 
channel of the same group. 
The allegations claim that 
they aired a fake news re-
port about Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah. 
The report supposedly cre-
ated or promoted enmity, 
hatred, or ill-will between 
classes, leading to the duo 
being booked under Sec-
tion 505(2) of the Indian 
Penal Code.

The allegation was that 
on March 27, 2024, at ap-
proximately 7:15 pm, the 
R Kannada channel had 
broadcast a news story 
claiming that traffic on MG 
Road in Bengaluru was 
halted to allow the Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah's 
convoy to pass, which con-
sequently caused an ambu-
lance to be stuck.

Following the order, 
Goswami said, "State gov-
ernments must understand 
that they are destined to 
lose when they file frivo-
lous cases and malicious 
cases. The Uddhav (Thack-
ery) government has lost, 
the Sidaramamaiah gov-
ernment has lost and the 
Mamata government will 
also lose."

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Thrusday 
said that the government 
has no opposition if dissent 
notes of the Opposition are 
added to the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee report 
on the Waqf Amendment 
Bill, which was tabled in 
Parliament today.

Chairman on the Waqf 
Amendment Bill, Jagdam-
bika Pal today tabled the 
panel's report in the Lok 
Sabha amid opposition pro-
test. Earlier in the day, the 
report was tabled in the 
Rajya Sabha with the op-
position alleging that their 
dissent notes were not in-
cluded in the JPC's final 
report.

Addressing the Lower 
House of Parliament, Union 
Home Minister Shah amidst 
Opposition sloganeering 
said that, “Some members 
of the Opposition have 
raised objections that their 
dissent notes have not been 
fully included in the report. 
On behalf of my party, I 
would like to request that 
the disputes of the opposi-
tion be included in the ap-
propriate procedure of the 

parliamentary process; my 
party has no objection to 
this.” 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla said that he has in-
cluded all the dissent notes 
after meeting with the Op-
possition leaders. 

“Whatever issues were 
raised by the members of 
the Waqf Board who met 
with me, I have included 
them in the annexure,” Bir-
la said. The Lok Sabha was 
subsequently adjourned till 
11 am on March 10.

Congress National Pres-
ident and Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha, 
Mallikarjun Kharge had 
earlier opposed the JPC re-
port on the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill, alleging that dis-
sent notes from Opposition 
members were removed.

Kharge said that it is not 
right to remove the dissent 
notes and views of the Op-
position members from the 
report.

"In the JPC report on 
the Waqf Board, many 
members have their dis-
sent report. It is not right 
to remove those notes and 
bulldoze our views. This is 
anti-democratic and con-

demnable. Stockholders 
were called from outside 
and their statements were 
taken. I condemn any re-
port that has been present-
ed after deleting the dis-
sent reports. We will never 
accept such fake reports. 
If the report does not have 
dissent views, it should be 
sent back and presented 
again," Kharge said.

Leader of the House in 
Rajya Sabha, JP Nadda, hit 
back at the opposition, call-
ing their protest "irrespon-
sible."

"Inside the Parliament, 
there are debates and dis-
cussions on various issues, 
and within a democracy, 
we agree to disagree, but 
we must respect traditions. 
While keeping traditions in 
mind, the proceedings of 
the house should be con-
ducted under the provi-
sions of the Constitution," 
he said.

"I regret that despite re-
peated requests from the 
Chairman, the opposition's 
behaviour has been ex-
tremely irresponsible, and 
it deserves all the condem-
nation it receives," Nadda 
added.

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
also dismissed the Oppo-
sition's claims, saying that 
nothing was deleted from 
the report.

"There is no deletion or 
removal of any part of the 
report. Everything is tabled 
on the floor of the House. 
Don't mislead the House. I 
am very pained to say that 
the Opposition parties are 
making unnecessary issues 
by raising issues without 
facts. The allegation is 
false. There was no viola-
tion of any rules by the JPC. 
All the dissent notes are 
also included in the report. 
This is very unfortunate," 
Rijiju said.

The Waqf Act of 1995, 
enacted to regulate Waqf 
properties, has long been 
criticised for issues such as 
mismanagement, corrup-
tion, and encroachments.

The Waqf (Amendment) 
Bill, 2024, aims to address 
these challenges by intro-
ducing reforms such as 
digitisation, enhanced au-
dits, improved transparen-
cy, and legal mechanisms 
to reclaim illegally occu-
pied properties.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The government 
on Thursday tabled the 
New Income Tax Bill, 2025, 
which aims to simplify tax 
laws, modernize defini-
tions, and provide more 
clarity on various tax-relat-
ed matters.

This new bill, tabled in 
Lok Sabha by Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
seeks to replace the exist-
ing Income Tax Act, 1961 
and introduce changes that 
affect different categories 
of taxpayers, including in-
dividuals, businesses, and 
non-profit organizations.

After presenting the in-
come tax bill the Finance 
Minister asked Lok Sabha 
Speaker to nominate mem-
bers for a standing commit-
tee to reviewing the newly 
tabled income tax bill

One of the significant 
changes in the new bill is 
the introduction of simpli-
fied language and modern 
terminology. It replaces 
outdated terms and brings 
in new ones to align with 
today's economy.

For example, it introduc-
es the term "tax year" in-

stead of the existing terms 
like financial year and as-
sessment year systems. It 
also defines "virtual digi-
tal asset" and "electronic 
mode", reflecting the grow-
ing importance of digital 
transactions and crypto-
currency in today's finan-
cial landscape.

In terms of scope of total 
income, the new bill makes 
certain clarifications while 
maintaining the existing 
tax principles. Under the 
previous law, Sections 5 
and 9 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961, stated that Indi-
an residents were taxed on 
their global income, while 
non-residents were taxed 
only on the income they 
earned in India.

The new bill, in Clauses 
5 and 9, retains this rule 
but provides a clearer defi-
nition of deemed income, 
such as payments made to 
specific individuals, making 
tax rules more transparent 
for non-residents.

The bill also brings 
changes to deductions and 
exemptions. Earlier, Sec-
tions 10 and 80C to 80U of 
the Income Tax Act, 1961, 

allowed deductions for in-
vestments, donations, and 
specific expenses.

The new bill, under 
Clauses 11 to 154, consoli-
dates these deductions and 
introduces new provisions 
to support startups, digital 
businesses, and renewable 
energy investments.

Changes have also been 
made to the term capital 
gains tax. Under the previ-
ous law, Sections 45 to 55A 
categorized capital gains 
into short-term and long-
term based on holding pe-
riods, with special tax rates 
for securities.

The new bill, in Clauses 
67 to 91, keeps the same 
categorization but intro-
duces explicit provisions 
for virtual digital assets 
and updates beneficial 
tax rates. This ensures 
that digital assets, such as 
cryptocurrency, are cov-
ered under a proper tax 
framework.

For non-profit orga-
nizations, the previous 
law, under Sections 11 
to 13, provided income 
tax exemptions for cer-
tain charitable purposes 

but had limited compliance 
guidelines.

The new bill, in Clauses 
332 to 355, establishes a 
more detailed framework, 
clearly defining taxable 
income, compliance rules, 
and restrictions on com-
mercial activities. This 
introduces a stricter com-
pliance regime while also 
providing well-defined 
exemptions.

Overall, the Income 
Tax Bill, 2025 aims to 
simplify tax laws, encour-
age digital and startup 
investments, and bring 
greater clarity in taxation 
policies for businesses 
and non-profits.

The government be-
lieves these changes will 
make tax compliance eas-
ier while ensuring a fair 
tax structure for all cate-
gories of taxpayers. 

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has fro-
zen movable properties in 
the form of more than 30 
bank account balance of 
some shell companies to 
the tune of Rs 170 crore 
following a raid conducted 
two days ago in Delhi, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Haryana 
in connection with a case of 
QFX Trade Ltd, the agency 
said on Thursday.

The action was taken 
after the ED's Chandigarh 
Zonal Office conducted 
search operations on Feb-
ruary 11 under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002 at vari-
ous locations in Delhi, Noi-
da, Rohtak in Haryana and 
Shamli in Uttar Pradesh as 
part of an ongoing investi-

gation in the case of QFX 
Trade Ltd and others run-
ning multi-level market-
ing scheme (MLM) under 
the guise of forex trading 
through their Directors 
Raiender Sood, Vineet Ku-
mar and Santosh Kumar 
and one of the mastermind 
Nawab Ali alias Lavish 
Chaudhary.

ED initiated investigation 
on the basis of multiple 
FIRs registered by Himach-
al Police against QFX com-
pany which had defrauded 
many investors through a 
fraudulent forex trading 
scheme.

"QFX company and its 
Directors were running 
an unregulated deposit 
scheme, promising high re-
turns on investments to the 
investors," said the ED.

"The agents of QFX 
group of companies ran 
MLM Scheme under the 
name of QFX investment 
plan, wherein they create 
websites and apps social 
media ads to attract inves-
tors promising higher rate 
of return in the name of 
forex trading."

As per the agency, the di-
rectors of the company and 
various agents working on 
commission of QFX and 
YFX hatched a conspiracy 
and ran an unregulated de-
posit scheme to lure people 
to invest in the investment 
scheme with 5 per cent re-
turn per month on invest-
ment made by investors.

During investigation, ED 
said, it was revealed that 
post FIR against QFX Trade 
Ltd and its Directors was 
registered by Himachal Po-
lice, the name of the QFX 
scheme was changed to 
YFX (Yorker Ex) with same 
modus operandi duping in-
nocent investors by luring 
high rate of returns under 
the guise of forex trading 
In addition to QFX more 
fraudulent investment 
schemes are being run 
and controlled by Nawab 

Ali alias Lavish Chaudhary 
such as BotBro, TLC Coin, 
Yorker FX projecting them 
as forex trading apps and 
websites.

"Various events are be-
ing organized in India and 
Dubai to lure more custom-
ers," stated the ED.

ED investigation further 
revealed that multiple bank 
accounts of Rax Box Pri-
vate Limited, Capter Money 
Solutions Private Limited 
and Tiger Digital Services 
Private Limited are being 
used for collection of funds 
from investors.

ED said that the search-
es were conducted on the 
office and premises of di-
rectors of these compa-
nies, which revealed that 
these shell companies were 
being used by the mas-
terminds of QFX and YFX 
scheme for receiving de-
posits from public for in-
vestment in QFX and YFX 
in the name of giving high 
returns claiming that re-
turns are generated from 
forex trading.

During the course of 
search operations, mov-
able properties in the form 
of more than 30 Bank ac-

count balances of these 
shell companies to the 
tune of Rs 170 crore have 
been frozen as directors of 
the company could not ex-
plain the source of funds.

"Searches were also 
conducted on some of the 
agents of QFX and YFX. 
Cash amount of more than 
Rs 90 lakh were seized 
from one of the premises 
of one of the agents. Var-
ious incriminating docu-
ments and digital devices 
have been recovered and 
seized during the search 
operation," it added.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi: Amid Opposition pro-
test over a joint parliamen-
tary council report on the 
Waqf Amendment Bill, Union 
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju on Thursday 
assured that dissent notes of 
the leaders are included in 
the report and it is not right 
to term the report as illegal 
and unconstitutional.

Speaking to mediapersons, 
Rijiju asserted that the whole 
report has been presented, 
and the annexure has also 
been presented in the House.

"If the dissent notes cast 
aspersion on the committee, 
then the chairman has the 
power to remove it if need-
ed. The chairman has this 
power as per the rules. If the 
members think that some-
thing should not have been 
removed, they can ask the 
chairman. It is not right to 
call the JPC report illegal and 
unconstitutional... It is not 
NDA's report; it is the report 
of the Parliament," Rijiju said.

"All dissent reports are 
included in the report which 
was tabled in the Rajya Sabha 
and will be tabled in the Lok 
Sabha," Rijiju added.

Congress National Presi-
dent and Leader of Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikar-
jun Kharge, on Thursday op-
posed the JPC report, alleging 
that dissent notes from Op-
position members were re-
moved.

Kharge said that it is not 
right to remove the dissent 
notes and views of the Op-
position members from the 
report.

"In the JPC report on the 
Waqf Board, many members 
have their dissent report. It 
is not right to remove those 
notes and bulldoze our views. 
This is anti-democratic and 
condemnable. Stockholders 
were called from outside and 
their statements were taken. I 
condemn any report that has 
been presented after deleting 
the dissent reports. We will 
never accept such fake re-
ports. If the report does not 

have dissent views, it should 
be sent back and presented 
again," Kharge said.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi : The Central govern-
ment has granted Z-catego-
ry Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) security cover 
for Tibetan spiritual leader 
Dalai Lama across India, 
sources said.

Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) took the decision to 
provide the security cover 
following a recent Intel-
ligence Bureau's threats 
analysis report.

Dalai Lama was previ-
ously under the protection 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
Police and other security 
agencies. However, given 
recent intelligence inputs 
and potential risks, the 
Home Ministry has decided 
to assign the CRPF for his 
security, ensuring a more 
coordinated and robust pro-
tection plan.

Dalai Lama is a globally 
respected figure and the 
spiritual leader of Tibetan 
Buddhism. He has been re-
siding in India since 1959 
after fleeing Tibet following 
the Chinese occupation.

Given Dalali Lama's sta-
tus and the complex geopo-
litical tensions surrounding 
Tibet, his security has been 
a key concern for Indian 
authorities.

Under the Z-category se-
curity protocol, the Dalai 
Lama will be protected by 
a dedicated team of CRPF 
commandos, along with an 
escort and close-protection 
officers during his travels 
within the country. This de-
cision comes amid height-
ened concerns over his 
safety, particularly consid-
ering China's long-standing 
opposition to his activities 
and influence.

Dalai Lama's presence in 
India has been a sensitive 
issue in Sino-Indian rela-
tions. While India officially 
considers Tibet an autono-
mous region of China, it has 
continued to provide sanc-
tuary to the Tibetan leader 
and his followers. Over the 
years, Chinese authorities 
have repeatedly criticized 
his global engagements, 
viewing them as a chal-
lenge to their control over 
Tibet. The enhancement of 
his security suggests the In-
dian government is taking 
no chances with potential 
threats. It also underlines 
India's commitment to 
safeguarding the Tibet-
an leader, who has lived 
in Dharamsala, Himachal 
Pradesh, for over six de-
cades.

Karnataka HC quashes 
fake news case against 

journalist Arnab Goswami

No objection to dissent notes, says Amit Shah amid 
Oppn protests in Lok Sabha on Waqf Bill report

FM Sitharaman tables new Income Tax bill 
in Lok Sabha, virtual assets like crypto 

defined under income from other sources

ED freezes Rs 170 crore of 30 bank accounts in money laundering case linking QFX Trade Ltd

Not right to call JPC report unconstitutional, 
all dissent notes included," says Kiren Rijiju 

on Oppn protest on Waqf Bill

Centre grants Z category CRPF 
security across India to Dalai Lama
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Delhi : Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh have higher proportion of
women with obesity compared to
men, according to a shocking rev-
elation in the Economic Survey
tabled in the Parliament on
Monday. In the National Capital
Territory (Delhi), 41.3 per cent of
women are obese compared to 38
per cent for men, said the survey,
citing National Family Health
Survey (NFHS). In Tamil Nadu, it
is 40.4 per cent for women while
37 per cent men are obese. In
Andhra Pradesh, 36.3 per cent of
women are obese as against 31.1
per cent for men.

Tabled by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, the
survey said, "Combined with an
ageing population in some states,
obesity presents a concerning sit-
uation. Preventive measures must
be taken to enable citizens to have

a healthier lifestyle." The survey
added that obesity is higher in
cities than in rural areas, affecting
29.8 per cent men in urban local-

ities compared to 19.3 per cent of
men in villages. Unhealthy diets
contribute to 54 per cent of total
disease burden in India, said the

survey, sparking worries about
increased consumption of
processed food items, reduced
physical activity and limited
access to diverse foods.

The survey warned that pre-
ventive measures must be taken
to enable citizens to have a
healthier lifestyle. In order to reap
the gains of the country's demo-
graphic dividend, it is critical that
Indian population's health param-
eters transition towards a bal-
anced and diverse diet, said the
document. The adult obesity rate
in the country has more than
tripled while the rise among chil-
dren is the steepest in the world,
after Vietnam and Namibia, said
the survey, citing a World Obesity
Federation report. The Economic
Survey was tabled a day ahead of
the presentation of the Union
Budget 2024. 

ZURICH [SWITZERLAND] : Nine times out of
ten, metastasis is the cause of cancer deaths.
This is the point when the primary tumour has
sent out cells, like seeds, and invaded other
organs of the body. Despite significant
advancements in the treatment of primary
tumours, medicine remains mainly powerless
against metastases. As of right now, there are
no drugs that stop this process.

Researchers from the Department of
Biosystems Science and Engineering at ETH
Zurich in Basel, under the direction of Andreas
Moor, have now published findings in the jour-
nal Nature that demonstrate how colorectal
cancer cells colonise the liver. Their research
will aid in the creation of therapies that might
impede the spread of disease.

Cancer is said to metastasise when cells
from the primary tumour break off and travel
via the circulatory system to other parts of the
body. "Colorectal cancer metastasises to the
liver because of how our blood flows," Moor
says. Blood is first enriched with nutrients in
the intestines before it goes to the liver, which
metabolises the nutrients. For colorectal can-
cer cells, the liver is the last stop. "They get
caught in the liver's capillary network," Moor
says.

Costanza Borrelli, a doctoral student, and
other members of Moor's team have now
shown that the liver cells also play a large role
in whether or not the cancer cells lodged there
can colonise their new location. Science has
known for over a century that, much like plant
seeds in soil, cancer cells are dependent on
their environment, yet it was previously
unknown which molecular mechanisms play a
role here.

Using sophisticated tests on genetically
modified mice, Moor and his team have discov-
ered that the secret lies in certain proteins on
the cell surface. When liver cells have a protein
called Plexin-B2 and the colorectal cancer cells
possess certain proteins from the semaphorin
family, the colorectal cancer cells can attach
themselves to the liver cells.

Cancer cells that have semaphorins on their
surface are especially dangerous, as attested
by clinical studies cited by Moor's researchers
in their paper. The study data shows that col-
orectal cancer metastasises earlier and more
frequently to the liver if the tumour has large

amounts of semaphorin. Plexin and its coun-
terpart semaphorin were previously known to
the research community for their function in
the nervous system, where the two proteins
steer growing nerve cells and ensure they form
the right pathways. "Why liver cells also create
plexin and what this protein does in healthy
livers is anything but clear - and interests us
immensely," Moor says. In other words, the
question of its function remains open.

What Moor and his team have discovered,
however, is that direct contact between plexin
and semaphorin triggers fundamental changes
in colorectal cancer cells. To break off from the
primary tumour, the cancer cells have to
change their identity: they free themselves
from the surface layer of the intestine, or
epithelium, severing their close connections to
neighbouring cells. Once in the bloodstream,
the cancer cells resemble those from connec-
tive tissue called mesenchyme. Yet once they
find their new niche - thanks to the plexin on
some liver cells - the cancer cells turn back
into their sedentary form. "An epithelisation
process takes place," the researchers wrote in
their paper. Moor expands: "You can spot this

immediately if you look at the cancer cells, as
they form invaginations similar to the folds or
crypts in the intestines."

The researchers' discovery will have an
impact on more than colorectal cancer
patients: further tests have shown that plexin
also encourages the formation of metastases in
melanoma and pancreatic cancer. For Moor
and his team, this throws up many new
research questions. One in particular is draw-
ing their focus: when cancer cells cluster
together to form a tumour, they also influence
cells in their environment. "Cancer cells set up
their own ecosystem," Moor explains.

If efforts to inhibit the crucial interaction
between plexin and semaphorin succeed, it
may be possible to prevent the cancer from
establishing new tumours in the first place.
That's because early on, when the relation-
ships among the cells in this ecosystem have
not yet been firmly established, tumour metas-
tases are especially vulnerable, Moor explains.
He appears confident that an answer lies with-
in this "critical period of time in the develop-
ment of metastases", even though the path to
any potential treatment is still long.

CALIFORNIA [US] : In a detailed
study published in the Journal of
Alzheimer's Disease, Diet's Role
in Modifying risk of Alzheimer's
Disease: History and Present
Understanding, we can finally dis-
cover which diets are useful in
lowering the chance of getting
Alzheimer's disease. The impor-
tance of nutrition in reducing the
risk of Alzheimer's disease is well
examined. Plant-based diets, such
as the Mediterranean diet and
traditional cuisines in China,
Japan, and India, have been
demonstrated to minimise risk,
particularly when compared to
the Western diet.

Alzheimer's disease rates rise
in these countries as they make
the nutrition transition to the
Western diet. This study identifies
dementia risk factors including
higher consumption of saturated
fats, meat, especially red meat
such as hamburgers and bar-
beque as well as processed meats
such as hot dogs, and ultra
processed foods high in sugar and
refined grains.

This review also lets us know
why certain foods increase or
reduce risk of Alzheimer's dis-
ease. For example, meat raised
risk of dementia the most by
increasing risk factors such as
inflammation, insulin resistance,
oxidative stress, saturated fat,
advanced glycation end products,
and trimethylamine N-oxide. This
study also outlines several foods
that are protective against
Alzheimer's disease, such as
green leafy vegetables, colorful
fruits and vegetables, legumes
(like beans), nuts, omega-3 fatty
acids, and whole grains.

Ultra processed foods can

increase the risk of obesity and
diabetes, themselves risk factors
for Alzheimer's disease. Ultra
processed foods often lack the
very ingredients found in whole
plant foods that keep dementia
away, such as anti-inflammatory
components and antioxidants.

Poverty is an important driver
of Alzheimer's disease in the US
since ultra processed foods and
meat are cheaper sources of ener-
gy than fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and other more nutritious
foods, thus promoting obesity.

The paper also suggests that
Alzheimer's disease rates in the
US are projected to increase by
50% from 2018 levels by 2038.
This calculation is based on
comparing trends of obesity in
the US with Alzheimer's disease
trends. This comparison shows
a 20-year lag between obesity
rates and Alzheimer's disease
rates. This estimate is very close
to the estimate published by the
Alzheimer's Association in
2018, an estimate of a 56%
increase. Our estimate suggests
that the rising trend of obesity,
due to consumption of meat and
ultra processed foods, is the
force driving dementia.
Although our personal risk of

Alzheimer's disease can be
reduced with diet, it is expected
that those who continue to eat
the Western diet will continue to
have a higher risk.

"Grant and Blake compre-
hensively review and synthesize
the role of dietary factors in
Alzheimer's disease. Evidence
from diverse perspectives sup-
port that a diet that emphasizes
fruits, vegetables, legumes,
nuts, whole grains, and...de-
emphasizes meat, especially red
meat, saturated fats, and ultra-
processed foods is associated
with lower risk of Alzheimer's
disease. Physical inactivity and
obesity also contribute to higher
risk. In addition, the dietary and
lifestyle patterns associated with
higher risk of Alzheimer's dis-
ease are known to affect the con-
stellation of mechanisms
believed to increase risk, includ-
ing inflammation, insulin resist-
ance and oxidative stress, among
others. Grant and Blake make a
strong case that, while further
research is needed to better under-
stand the mechanisms, diet and
lifestyle factors linked to diabetes,
cardiovascular disease and some
cancers are likely to influence risk
of Alzheimer's disease."

MASSACHUSETTS [US] :
According to the American
Psychological Association's 2023
Practitioner Pulse Survey, the
ongoing mental health crisis is
posing substantial obstacles for
many psychologists as they deal
with increased demand from
patients coming with increasingly
severe symptoms year after year.

The survey, which was com-
pleted by 561 licenced practising
psychologists between August 30
and September 29, 2023, discov-
ered that not only did more than
half of psychologists (52 per cent)
report an increase in the severity
of symptoms among their patients,
but 41 per cent reported an
increase in the number of sessions
spent treating each patient, which
may limit their capacity to accept
new patients.

Similarly, more than half (56
per cent) said that they had no
openings for new patients. And
more than two-thirds (69 per cent)
of psychologists who maintained a
waitlist said that the average wait
was up to three months for a first
appointment, while 31 per cent
said average wait times were
longer than three months.
Psychologists reported increasing
demand for treatment of certain
mental health conditions, includ-
ing anxiety disorders (68 per cent)
and trauma- and stressor-related
disorders (50 per cent), among
those who treat those disorders.

"As the mental health crisis
continues, psychologists are under

pressure," said APA CEO Arthur C.
Evans Jr., PhD. "These findings
underscore the sustained demand
for care, led by increased severity
of symptoms and extended treat-
ment courses, compounded by
increases year after year. This
paints a clear picture of psycholo-
gists operating at the brink of their
capacity. To better meet demand,
it is essential that we develop com-
prehensive public health strate-
gies that reach people throughout
their lifespan and robustly address
behavioral health alongside physi-
cal health."

The survey found that the psy-
chologist workforce is already

adapting to meet the changing
needs of the population -- for
example, as part of integrated
care teams or in medical settings.
More than 4 in 5 psychologists (86
per cent) said they have worked
alongside other health care
providers, with 59 pre cent saying
they do so frequently or very fre-
quently. Collaborating providers
included psychiatrists (76 per cent
of psychologists said they worked
with them, with 38per cent doing
so frequently); other physicians
(45 per cent, with 17 per cent
doing so frequently); occupational
therapists (30 per cent, with 6 per
cent doing so frequently); physi-

cian assistants (41 per cent, with
11per cent doing so frequently);
community health workers (30 per
cent, with 4 per cent doing so fre-
quently); and speech language
pathologists (28per cent, with 5per
cent frequent collaborators).
Alongside mental health concerns,
psychologists reported treating
patients with physical conditions,
including 50per cent treating
patients with chronic pain, 42per
cent treating obesity or weight
conditions, 27per cent some symp-
toms of cancer, and 25per cent
high blood pressure.

"Integrated care, where psy-
chologists work on health care
teams with other providers, is one
way that we can expand access to
care, prioritize preventive care
and find ways to better meet the
biological, psychological and social
needs of the patients," said Evans.
"We must also support and
expand the mental health work-
force, foster innovation and tech-
nology, and support psychologists
in extending their reach in the
communities in which they live
and work."

Psychologists have shown
themselves to be adaptable,
changing their work habits during
the pandemic to include fully
remote or hybrid practices. Only
21 per cent are now offering fully
remote practices (down from a
peak of 64 per cent in 2020),
according to the poll, yet more
than two-thirds (67per cent) are
now working in hybrid practices

LA JOLLA (CALIFORNIA) : More
than 3 million people in the United
States suffer from peripheral neu-
ropathy each year, a condition in
which nerves outside of the brain
and spinal cord are destroyed,
resulting in pain and loss of feel-
ing in the affected areas.

Peripheral neuropathy can be
caused by diabetes, trauma,
genetically inherited disease,
infection, and other reasons.

Salk researchers identified a
way to repair destroyed nerves in
mice during peripheral neuropa-
thy. They discovered that the pro-
tein Mitf aids in the activation of
the repair function of the nervous
system's specialist Schwann cells.

The findings, which will be
published in Cell Reports, may
inspire new therapeutics to
increase repair function and heal
peripheral neuropathy.

"We wanted to know what
mechanisms control damage
response in peripheral nerves
under varying conditions--like
acute trauma, genetic disorders,
or degenerative diseases," says
senior author Professor Samuel
Pfaff. "We found that Schwann
cells, which are special cells in
nerves that protect and support

neurons' axons, enter their repair
state because of a pathway medi-
ated by the protein Mitf."

The peripheral nervous system
is made up of all the nerves that
branch out from the brain and
spinal cord to give us sensation
throughout our bodies. There are
many cell types in peripheral
nerves, but Pfaff and his team
focus on understanding neurons,
which transmit information
throughout the nervous system,
and Schwann cells, which protect
healthy neurons and repair dam-
aged ones.

The peripheral nervous sys-
tem's ability to repair damage is
remarkable considering that the
central nervous system--made up
of the brain and spinal cord--is
not able to repair damage. Yet, the
mechanisms that orchestrate this
feat have remained poorly under-
stood.

To unravel how Schwann cells
differentiate to begin repairing
peripheral nerve damage, the
researchers looked at mouse
models of Charcot Marie Tooth
disease (CMT), a type of heredi-
tary neuropathy.

"Going into this project, I
thought that when you have a

genetic nerve degeneration disor-
der, cells are dying and recovery
isn't possible," says first author
Lydia Daboussi, a former postdoc-
toral researcher in Pfaff's lab and
current assistant professor at UC
Los Angeles. "But our findings
show that there are gene pro-
grams turned on by Mitf that
repair some of the damage done
in those chronic disease scenar-
ios, and when you turn those pro-
grams off, disease symptoms get
worse."

In mice with CMT, the
researchers noticed that the
Schwann cells completing the
repairs had high levels of Mitf in
their nuclei--where the genetic
instructions for how to be a
Schwann cell and how to conduct
repairs are stored.

Upon investigation of this rela-
tionship between Mitf and
Schwann cells, they found that
Mitf was in the cytoplasm of
Schwann cells until sensing neu-
ronal damage. Damage then
prompted Mitf to relocate from
the cytoplasm of the cell to the
nucleus, where it would direct the
Schwann cell to make repairs.

To validate the importance of
Mitf in creating repair Schwann
cells, the researchers removed
Mitf altogether. In cases of both
trauma and CMT, nerve repair
was arrested in the absence of
Mitf--demonstrating that Mitf is
required for peripheral nerve
repair and regeneration.

According to Daboussi, Mitf
acts like a fire extinguisher.
Always there, sitting in the
Schwann cell, unnoticed until
damage occurs. And when that
damage occurs, Mitf is ready to go
and immediately turns on the
cell's repair functions.

Most surprising, noted Pfaff,
was that Mitf was orchestrating
these repairs during a chronic dis-
ease like CMT.

Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Andhra see obesity more
among women than men: Economic Survey

Mental health crisis emphasises
access issues: Study

Research shows diet has significant
impact on risk of Alzheimer's disease

Researchers shed light on how to
restore nerve cells after injury

Researchers reveals ways of preventing
cancer cells from colonizing liver

Illinois [US] : According to a
study, adolescents with severe
obesity who got both meal-
replacement therapy and finan-
cial incentives had a higher
reduction in body mass index
compared to those who just
received meal-replacement ther-
apy. The finding was published
in JAMA Pediatrics. Justin
Ryder, PhD, Vice Chair of
Research for the Department of
Surgery at Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago and Associate Professor
of Surgery and Pediatrics at
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine,
was a co-author of the study.
Severe obesity currently affects
about one in five children and
adolescents in the U.S., accord-

ing to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and is
defined as having a body mass
index, or BMI, either at or above
the 95th percentile for age and
sex. The condition is associated
with an increased risk of adult
obesity, cardiovascular disease,
type 2 diabetes and other condi-
tions. Previous research has
found that meal replacement
therapy (MRT), rather than tra-
ditional lifestyle modifications, is
more effective in helping reduce
BMI in adolescents with severe
obesity. In the current study, the
investigators sought to deter-
mine if MRT paired with finan-
cial incentives to adolescents
with severe obesity would
increase the efficacy of MRT and
lead to a greater reduction in

BMI, when compared to MRT
alone. "There's literature for
adults that supports that tying in
financial incentives to weight
loss or physical activity pro-
grams increases adherence, and
so we wanted to see whether or
not adding financial incentives
to a behavioural/nutrition weight
loss program using meal
replacement therapy would
increase adherence and through
adherence, increase the efficacy
of the treatment," Dr Ryder said.
Of the 126 adolescents enrolled
in the study, 63 participants
received MRT plus financial
incentives and 63 participants
received only MRT for one year.
MRT included pre-portioned
meals totalling 1,200 calories
per day.

Study assesses therapeutic strategies
for severe obesity in adolescents
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MI News Service,  
Amman: Jordan is ready to 
receive 2,000 sick Gaza chil-
dren for medical treatment, 
as the healthcare system in 
the coastal enclave has been 
devastated, Prime Minister 
Jaafar Hassan said.

According to Jordan’s 
state-run Petra news agency, 
during a parliamentary ses-
sion, Hassan on Wednesday 
reaffirmed Jordan’s clear 
and unwavering position 
that there should be no re-
settlement nor displacement 
of Palestinians and that no 
solutions to the Palestinian 
issue should come at Jor-
dan’s expense.

Jordan will not act unilat-
erally on matters concerning 
the future of Palestine and 
the region, he said, adding 
that the country is working 
with Arab nations, along-
side Egypt and Palestinians, 
to formulate a unified and 
clear Arab position on Ga-
za’s reconstruction, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

He said that supporting 
Palestinians’ resilience and 
defending their just rights 
are at the core of Jordan’s 
efforts, and a just resolu-
tion to the Palestinian cause 
based on the establishment 
of an independent Palestin-
ian state is the foundation of 
achieving regional security, 
stability, and peace.

He added that Jordan’s 
stability and security, and 
the protection of its people, 
are paramount.

Jordanian Foreign Min-

ister Ayman Safadi on 
Wednesday reaffirmed that 
Jordan will not accept any 
proposal to relocate Pales-
tinians from Gaza to other 
countries, including Jordan 
and Egypt.

“There are firm and un-
changing Jordanian posi-
tions. Palestinians cannot 
be transferred to Egypt, 
Jordan, or any other Arab 
state,” Safadi told Al Ja-
zeera. He stressed that a just 
peace can only be achieved 
through a two-state solution, 

ensuring Palestinian sover-
eignty and independence.

Both Jordan and Egypt 
have strongly opposed 
any forced displacement.
The Palestinian Authority, 
Hamas, and Arab nations 
have rejected Trump’s plan 
outright, while China has 
also said, “Gaza belongs to 
Palestinians.”

Hassan’s remarks came 
a day after Jordanian King 
Abdullah II rejected US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s pro-
posal to relocate Palestin-
ians in the Gaza Strip during 
his visit to Washington.

Earlier, Trump had pro-
posed that the US should 
take control of Gaza and that 
the Palestinians be relocated 
to neighbouring Jordan and 
Egypt, which has been wide-
ly condemned.

Trump later threatened 
that the US “could conceiv-
ably withhold aid” from 
Jordan and Egypt if the two 
countries did not agree to re-
ceive Palestinians.

MI News Service,  
Washington, DC :  US 
President Donald Trump 
spoke to his Ukrainian 
counterpart Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy after having 
telephonic conversation 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, White 
House Press Secretary Kar-
oline Leavitt announced on 
Wednesday (local time).

While addressing a 
press briefing on Wednes-
day (local time), Leavitt 
said that the calls between 
Zelenskyy and Trump 
were "very positive" and 
expressed the US govern-
ment's commitment to a 
"peace deal" and ending 
the war between Russia 
and Ukraine.

Quoting Trump, she said 
that the President of US 
and Ukraine spoke about 
the meeting being set up 
in Munich on Friday where 
US Vice President JD Vance 
and US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio will lead the 
delegation.

Karoline Leavitt said, 

"The President just spoke 
to President Putin of Rus-
sia. They spoke at length 
and the president released 
a statement following that 
conversation in great de-
tail. I can also confirm that 
the President also just got 
off the phone with Presi-
dent Zelenskyy of Ukraine. 
His truth is as follows: 'I 
just spoke to President 
Zelenskyy of Ukraine, and 
the conversation went very 
well. He, like President Pu-
tin, wants to make peace. 
We discussed a variety of 
topics having to do with 
the war but mostly, the 

meeting that is being set 
up on Friday in Munich 
where Vice President JD 
Vance and Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio will 
lead the delegation."

"I am hopeful that the re-
sult of that meeting will be 
positive. It is time to stop 
this ridiculous war where 
there has been massive 
and totally unnecessary 
death and destruction. 
God bless the people of 
Russia and Ukraine.' I my-
self spoke to the President 
about these calls and he 
told me to tell you that they 
were very good calls. They 

were very positive and the 
administration is whole-
heartedly committed to a 
peace deal to end once and 
for all the Russia-Ukraine 
war," she added.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy also 
took to X to share details 
regarding his conversation 
with Trump. He appreciat-
ed Trump's genuine inter-
est in shared opportunities 
and how they can bring 
peace together.

"I had a long and de-
tailed conversation with 
President Trump. I appre-
ciate his genuine interest 
in our shared opportuni-
ties and how we can bring 
about real peace together. 
We discussed many as-
pects--diplomatic, military, 
and economic--and Presi-
dent Trump informed me 
about what Putin told him. 
We believe that America's 
strength, together with 
Ukraine and all our part-
ners, is enough to push 
Russia to peace," Zelenskyy 
posted on X.

MI News Service,  
Faisalabad :   Human 
Rights Focus Pakistan 
(HRFP) on Thursday con-
demned the ongoing viola-
tions of minority rights in 
Pakistan, where religious 
minorities, particularly 
Christians and Hindus, 
face severe persecution 
and discrimination.

The HRFP said that the 
communities are subject-
ed to forced conversions, 
abductions, and physical 
violence, with the abuse 
of blasphemy laws inten-
sifying their vulnerability.

"Human Rights Focus 
Pakistan (HRFP) strongly 
condemns the violations 
of minority rights across 
Pakistan, where reli-
gious minorities continue 
to face severe persecu-
tion and discrimination," 

HRFP said in a statement.
It added, "Religious 

minorities are routinely 
subjected to forced con-
versions, especially tar-
geting young women and 
girls belonging to Chris-
tian and Hindu families, 
while the misuse of blas-
phemy laws has created 
an atmosphere of fear and 
vulnerability as there is 
an addition of recent case 
of Christian youth Farhan 
Masih who has been ac-
cused on 26 January 2025 
by local Islamic cleric Mu-
hammad Bilal Khan with 
another man Tasleem 
Khan in district Sahiwal."

HRFP further said that 
a FIR was registered at 
the local police station 
on the same day, stating 
by the complainant that 
Farhan Masih had used 

desecrated against Mus-
lims and Islam under the 
charges of 295A/298A and 
7-ATA of PPC.

Section 295 A calls for 
imprisonment of up to 10 
years for deliberate and 
malicious acts intended to 
outrage religious feelings 
of any class by insulting its 
religion or religious beliefs; 
and 298 A with a punish-
ment of up to 10 years in 
prison for disrespecting 
and companions of the 
prophet of Islam; and Sec-
tion 7 of the Anti-Terror-
ism Act, includes a clause 
related to causing civil 
commotion or unrest and is 
punishable by a minimum 
five years jail term, HRFP 
further elaborated.

"While through Fact 
Findings mission trip, the 
HRFP team found that 

Farhan Masih, a resident 
of Chak # 134/9L Sahi-
wa, had been working in 
a hospital and accused of 
blasphemy because the 
accuser Muhammad Bilal 
Khan was mocking and 
Farhan asked them to stop 
as both have also a history 
to know each other's and 
the small conflict directed 
by the personal grudge to 
accusing of blasphemy by 
the complainant, HRFP 
team founds the facts," 
HRFP said.

Farhan Masih's fami-
ly members shared with 
the HRFP team that he 
quit the job by force from 
some people alleging he 
was addicted to drugs. 
HRFP team met Farhan's 
family and assured them 
of every possible support 
until justice.

MI News Service, Balochistan:    
The Baloch Women Forum has 
strongly denounced the recent spike 
in "state-sponsored terrorism, ex-
trajudicial killings, and enforced 
disappearances" in Balochistan, es-
pecially in the Makran region.

The group has demanded imme-
diate international intervention and 
has referred to these acts as part 
of a continuing genocide campaign 
against the Baloch people, The Ba-
lochistan Post (TBP) reported.

The Baloch Women Forum issued 

a statement highlighting several re-
cent events that show the serious 
human rights abuses taking place 
in Balochistan, as reported by The 
Balochistan Post.

Sharif Zakir, a renowned scholar 
and educator, has endured numer-
ous attacks and harassment. The 
recent abduction of his son and 
cousin demonstrates the state's fla-
grant contempt for civilian safety 
and human rights, The Balochistan 
Post reported.

The Balochistan Post further re-
ported that Hayat Sabzal was forci-
bly disappeared by security person-
nel in Turbat on July 3, 2024. On 
February 11, 2025, his mutilated 
body was found in Panjgoor.

On February 4, 2025, Allah Dad, 
a young and accomplished Baloch 
scholar, was targeted and slain in 
Turbat. TBP reported following Al-
lah Dad, eleven Baloch youths from 
Pasni and Kulanch (Chakkuli) were 
forcibly abducted, contributing to 
the region's constantly expanding 
list of missing people.

Asma Bibi, a young Baloch wom-
an, was forcibly abducted from her 
home by local state forces, and her 

family members were brutally beat-
en. Following protests and public 
outcry, which included road clo-
sures around Balochistan, officials 
were forced to deliver a video state-
ment. The offenders are still unpun-
ished, TBP reported.

The systematic targeting of Ba-
loch intellectuals, scholars, and 
youth has been fiercely denounced 
by the Baloch Women Forum, 
which claims that these measures 
are part of a larger attempt to sti-
fle Baloch's identity and resistance. 
Human rights organizations and the 
international community have been 
urged by the forum to act swiftly 
and effectively to stop these atroc-
ities.

TBP reiterated that the group 
emphasized the pressing need for 
accountability, victim justice, and 
an end to the impunity of those who 
commit crimes. The international 
community's silence is still a serious 
problem despite several requests. 
The Baloch Women Forum has re-
affirmed its call for international 
action to stop additional abuses of 
human rights and guarantee justice 
for the oppressed Baloch people.

MI News Service,  
Beijing:   Following the re-
cent transit of two US ships 
through the Taiwan Strait, 
Beijing reiterated its position 
on Taiwan, emphasised that 
Taiwan is an inalienable part 
of China's territory and stat-
ed that it "opposes any coun-
try challenging or threaten-
ing China's sovereignty and 
security under the pretext of 
freedom of navigation."

During a regular press 
conference on Wednesday, 
Guo Jiakun, Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson, said, "Let 
me stress that Taiwan is an 
inalienable part of China's 
territory. The Taiwan ques-
tion has nothing to do with 
freedom of navigation but 
bears on China's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity."

He added, "China firm-
ly opposes any country 
challenging or threatening 
China's sovereignty and se-
curity under the pretext of 

freedom of navigation."
In a post on X on Wednes-

day, Taiwan's Ministry of 
National Defence (MND) 
had said that two US naval 
vessels sailed through the 
Taiwan Strait from north to 
south on February 10.

It wrote, "Two U.S. naval 
vessels sailed through the 
Taiwan Strait from north to 
south starting on the 10th. 
During this period, #ROCAr-
medForces maintained full 
control over the surround-
ing sea and airspace, with 
the situation remaining nor-
mal."

Meanwhile, Taiwan on 
Thursday detected six sor-
ties of People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) aircraft, eight 
People's Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) vessels, and 
one official ship operating 
around the island as of 6 am 
(UTC+8).

According to MND, four 
of the six aircraft sorties 

crossed the median line and 
entered Taiwan's northern 
Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ).

In a post on X, MND wrote, 
"6 sorties of PLA aircraft, 8 
PLAN vessels and 1 official 
ship operating around Tai-
wan were detected up until 
6 a.m. (UTC+8) today."

It added, "4 out of 6 sorties 
crossed the median line and 
entered Taiwan's northern 
ADIZ. We have monitored 
the situation and responded 
accordingly."

In recent weeks, China 
has visibly increased its 
capacity to conduct am-
phibious assaults on Tai-
wan's beaches with new 
naval equipment. This in-
cludes the formal launch of 
a unique advanced landing 
helicopter assault (LHA) 
vessel and the mass pro-
duction of floating bridge 
docks to aid ship unloading 
during beach landings.

MI News Service,  
Taipei:   Taiwan plans to 
enhance the scope of its pri-
mary yearly military exer-
cise by mobilizing addition-
al reserve brigades. Radio 
Free Asia (RFA) reported 
that speculations surround 
media reports that the num-
ber of Chinese military air-
craft entering the airspace 
surrounding Taiwan has 
doubled since President Lai 
Ching-te's inauguration in 
May, last year.

RFA reported that China 
sees Taiwan as a breakaway 
province that must eventu-
ally reunite, even by force 
if necessary. Beijing sees 
Lai, who supports indepen-
dence, as a separatist and 
has stepped up military ex-
ercises, applied economic 
pressure, and severed diplo-
matic ties to undermine his 
authority.

"This year's drill will mo-

bilize an entire reserve bri-
gade with an estimated force 
of 2,400 to 3,000 troops to 
conduct regional defence 
operations," Su Tong-Wei, 
deputy director of the Joint 
Operations Planning Divi-
sion at Taiwan's Ministry of 
National Defence, told at a 
press conference, referring 
to the Han Kuang exercise 
as quoted by RFA.

RFA outlined that the 
exercise is Taiwan's larg-
est annual military drill, it 
tests the country's defences 
against a Chinese invasion. 
Amidst escalating tensions 
across the Strait, the island's 
emphasis on asymmetric 
warfare is demonstrated 
through live-fire training, 
joint operations, and attack 
simulations. Only a few hun-
dred reserve troops were 
mobilized in previous drills.

According to defence an-
alysts, this year's exercise 

aims to evaluate the mobili-
zation and operational capa-
bilities of Taiwan's recently 
formed county-level reserve 
brigades, RFA highlighted.

"With a mobilized force of 
2,400 to 3,000 troops, if the 
brigade can independently 
carry out mobilization and 
training without external 
support, it would demon-
strate the ability to rapidly 
and effectively deploy re-
served forces in response 
to a potential threat--this is 
the core focus of the exer-
cise," Taiwanese retired ma-
jor general Arthur Kuo was 
quoted by Radio Free Asia.

"Effective command and 
coordination of brigade-lev-
el units, especially when 
integrating with nearby ac-
tive-duty forces during the 
exercise, require careful 
planning, thorough rehears-
als, and precise execution," 
he added as quoted by RFA.

MI News Service,  
Islamabad :   Journalists 
protested the Prevention of 
Electronic Crimes (Amend-
ment) Act (PECA) for the sec-
ond day in a row in response 
to a call from the Pakistan 
Federal Union of Journalists 
(PFUJ) on Thursday.

The News International 
(TNI) reported that journal-
ists have filed numerous cas-
es against the law in both the 
High Court and the Supreme 
Court, claiming it is an attack 
on media freedom.

"The PECA is unconstitu-
tional and illegal, hence, the 
court should conduct a ju-
dicial review on it," the plea 
lodged by the PFUJ at the Is-
lamabad High Court states as 
quoted by The News Interna-
tional.

The News International 
outlined that journalists na-
tionwide have staged rallies 
and symbolic hunger strike 
camps in opposition to the 
controversial PECA law, 
drawing attention to the gov-
ernment's attempts to restrict 
free speech.

The Balochistan Union of 
Journalists (BUJ) staged a 
symbolic hunger strike out-
side the Quetta Press Club to 
protest the recently passed 
law, TNI reported.

"We will not accept the 
controversial Peca law at 
any cost. We will not let any 
attempt to curb freedom of 
expression succeed," the BUJ 
said as quoted by TNI.

TNI reported, on a nation-
wide protest appeal by the 
PFUJ, the Karachi Union of 
Journalists (KUJ) set up a 
hunger strike camp in the Ka-
rachi Press Club, and it has 
already entered its second 
day.

TNI highlighted that during 
the first two days of the three-
day hunger strike camp, rep-
resentatives of human rights 
organizations, attorneys, and 
civil society were among the 
people from a variety of back-
grounds who attended, ac-
cording to the KUJ. It stated 
that the hunger strike camp 
would keep raising its voice 
every day between 11 AM and 
5 PM.

According to the KUJ, 
during the first two days of 
the three-day hunger strike 
camp, representatives of hu-
man rights organizations, 
attorneys, and civil society 
were among the persons who 
attended, representing a vari-

ety of backgrounds. The hun-
ger strike camp stated that it 
would keep raising its voice 
every day between 11 AM and 
5 PM.

The Rawalpindi Islamabad 
Union of Journalists (RIUJ) 

Talagang-Chakwal Unit also 
staged protest rallies and a 
hunger strike camp in re-
sponse to PFUJ's call for 
protest. In opposition to the 
PECA, protesters chanted slo-
gans, revealed a TNI report.

MI News Service, 
Washington, DC:  Tulsi 
Gabbard was sworn in as 
the Director of National In-
telligence (DNI) at the White 
House on Wednesday (local 
time), just hours after the 
Senate confirmed her.

US Attorney General Pam 
Gondi administered the oath 
to Gabbard at the Oval Of-
fice, with US President Don-
ald Trump in attendance. 
The White House shared the 
video of Gabbard's swear-
ing-in ceremony on X.

While sharing the video 
of the swearing-in ceremo-
ny on X, the White House 
stated, "Tulsi Gabbard has 
officially been sworn in as 
Director of National Intel-
ligence by AG Pam Bondi 
in the Oval Office! MAKE 
AMERICA SAFE AGAIN"

MI News Service,  
Dhaka:  The commemora-
tion of philosopher and Sufi 
saint Lalon Fakir in Ban-
gladesh has been cancelled 
following objections from 
various Islamic groups, local 
media reported on Thursday.

"In Madhupur of Tangail 
district, the commemoration 
of Lalon was cancelled due to 
the objection of Hefazat-e-Is-
lam, Bangladesh's largest 
Islamic group. The festival 
was scheduled to be held at 
Madhupur Upazila Bus Stand 
area from 8 pm on Wednes-
day. Madhupur Lalon Sangha 
organized the cultural fes-
tival to celebrate the 134th 
death anniversary of Fakir 
Lalon Saiji," Samakal, a Ben-
gali-language daily news-
paper published in Dhaka, 
reported.

"Lalon Festivals were held 
several times earlier without 
any hindrance, but this time 
committee canceled the event 
in the obstructions. In the af-
ternoon, they expressed re-
gret for cancelling the event 
due to unavoidable circum-
stances," Samakal reported.

Bibartan Cultural Centre, 
a cultural group, also con-
demned the incident.

"We strongly condemn this 
incident. Hefajat Islam and 
Ulama Parishad (Madhupur 
branch) these two Islamic 
parties will not allow 'false 
ideology to propagate' in 
Madhupur. The organizers of 
the event had promised that 
there would be no discussion 
of Lalan's ideology for the 
sake of the event, but they 
did not keep it," Mofijur Rah-
man Laltu, General Secretary 
of Bibartan Cultural Centre, 
said in a statement.

"Since the fall of the fas-
cist Hasina government on 
August 5, attacks on shrines, 
removal of tribal graffiti 
from textbooks, barring of 
'Tawhidi Janata' banners in 
women's football matches, 
attacks by communal groups 
on book fair stalls, have re-
sulted in the suspension of 
this cherished commemora-
tion today. However, there is 
no sign of the interim govern-
ment bringing those respon-
sible for these attacks to jus-
tice," the statement added.

Lalon, also known as Lalon 
Shah, Lalon Fakir, Shah-
ji, was a Bengali spiritual 
leader, philosopher, mystic 
poet and social reformer. Re-
garded as an icon of Bengali 
culture, he inspired and in-
fluenced many philosophers, 
poets and social thinkers 
including Rabindranath Tag-
ore, Kazi Nazrul Islam and 
Allen Ginsberg. Lalon's phi-
losophy of humanity rejects 
all distinctions of caste, class, 
and creed and takes stand 
against theological conflicts 
and racism. It denies all 
worldly affairs in search of 
the soul and embodied the 
socially transformative role 
of sub-continental Bhakti and 
Sufism. Earlier on Monday, a 
group of madrasa students 
had attacked a stall at the 
Amar Ekushey Book Fair in 
Dhaka over the display of 
book written by Taslima Nas-
reen, who is in exile in India 
as per police and eyewitness' 
accounts. Chief Adviser of the 
Interim Government in Ban-
gladesh, Muhammad Yunus, 
had strongly denounced the 
mob attack on the Amar 
Ekushey Book Fair in Dha-
ka, and said that the attack 
shows "contempt" for both 
the "rights of Bangladeshi 
citizens and for the laws of 
our country."
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Jharkhand clinches 38th NG women hockey bronze
PC JHA

RANCHI : Jharkhand's girls suc-
ceeded to clinched bronze medal
after defeating Maharashtra by 2-
1 in an exiting match of the 38th
Dehradun National Games on
Thursday. 

In the 38th National Games
held in Devbhoomi Haridwar,
Uttarakhand from 28 January to
14 February 2025, Jharkhand
Women's Hockey Team won the
bronze medal today by defeating
Hockey Maharashtra 2-1 in their
bronze medal match in a tough
match. 

From Jharkhand team's side,
Pramodani Lakra scored a field
goal in the 12th minute of the first
quarter of the match giving
Jharkhand a 1-0 lead. Thereafter
as soon as the second quarter
started, in the 17th minute of the
match, Jharkhand's Albela Rani
Toppo scored a goal in a penalty
corner taking Jharkhand's lead to
2-0. 

After the interval,
Maharashtra team tried to make a
comeback by scoring a goal in the
39th minute but Jharkhand play-

ers did not give them any more
chance and won the match by 2-1
and captured the bronze medal.

On Jharkhand team winning
bronze medal, Sports Minister
Sudipya Kumar Sonu, Manoj
Kumar, Secretary = Tourism, Art

Culture Sports and Youth Affairs
Department Jharkhand, Sandeep
Kumar, Director Sports and Youth
Affairs Department, Bholanath
Singh, General Secretary Hockey
India,  Madhukant Pathak,
General Secretary Jharkhand

Olympic Association,  including all
the officials of Sports Department
Jharkhand Government,
Jharkhand Olympic Association
and Hockey Jharkhand have con-
gratulated the entire team and
coach, manager.

INDIA GO DOWN
2-3 AGAINST
SOUTH KOREA IN
BADMINTON ASIA
MIXED TEAM
C'SHIPS SECOND
GROUP MATCH
QINGDAO [CHINA] : Men's
singles player Sathish Kumar
Karunakaran and women's
doubles pairing of Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa Jolly
fought back from two matches
down to keep the team in the
hunt, but that did not prove
enough as India went down 2-
3 against South Korea in their
second Group D clash in the
Badminton Asia Mixed Team
Championships 2025 at
Qingdao, China on Thursday,
as stated in a release from
Badminton Association of
India (BAI).

Having already qualified for
the knockout stage, India and
South Korea faced off to deter-
mine the group winner. It was-
n't an ideal start for India as
the mixed doubles combina-
tion of Dhruv Kapil and
Tanisha Crasto and women's
singles player Malvika Bansod
lost their respective matches.

National Games double
gold medallist Sathish brought
India back into the contest,
keeping his nerves under pres-
sure to beat Cho Geonyeop 17-
21, 21-18, 21-19.

World no 9 combination of
Gayatri and Treesa then raised
hope of an Indian win by get-
ting the better of Kim Min Ji
and Kim Yu Jung 19-21, 21-
16, 21-11 to make the tie
score 2-2.

Indian once again tweaked
their men's doubles combina-
tion, this time fielding
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy with
MR Arjun against Jin Yong and
Na Sung Seung. Satwik and
Arjun struggled to find the
rhythm in the opening game
but gave their opponents a
tough fight in the second,
eventually going down 25-23.

Earlier on Wednesday, Last
edition's bronze medallists,
India, kicked off their
Badminton Asia Mixed Team
Championships 2025 cam-
paign with a thumping 5-0 vic-
tory over Macau in Group D at
the Qingdao Sports Centre
Conson Gymnasium in China.

The dominant victory also
confirmed India's passage to
the knockout stage. To deter-
mine the group winner, India
will face two-time runners-up
South Korea in the second
Group D clash on Thursday,
according to a press release
from BAI.

BHUBANESWAR (ODISHA) :
After the remarkable Women's
Asian Champions Trophy title win
in November last year, the Indian
Women's Hockey Team is all set to
continue its run of form into the
FIH Pro League matches at the
Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar
from February 15 to 25.

India will kickstart their cam-
paign with two matches against
England on February 15 and 16
followed by clashes against Spain
on February 18 and 19. The side
will also face challenging oppo-
nents in World No. 4 Germany and
World No. 1 Netherlands on
February 21, 22 and February 24,
25 respectively, as per a Hockey
India press release.

India is led by Arjuna Awardee
Salima Tete with deputy Navneet
Kaur by her side. With a blend of
experienced players of the likes of
Savita, Sushila Chanu, Nikki
Pradhan, Vandana Katariya,
Udita, Lalremsiami and Sharmila
Devi alongside star youngsters
like Deepika, Sunelita Toppo and
Jyoti in the ranks, India have a

well-balanced squad.
The Indian players are head-

ing into the tournament after their
recent performances in the Hero
Women's Hockey India League
which followed their iconic
Women's ACT win in Rajgir. Last
season, India had a disappointing
campaign finishing eighth with
only eight points won in 16 games
and could only score 16 goals over
the course of the prestigious Pro
League and will be eyeing to put
up an improved show backed by a
home crowd.

Ahead of the India leg match-
es, Captain Salima Tete stated,
"We cannot wait to play at the
Kalinga Stadium again and win as
many points as we can. We are
facing challenging opponents but I
am confident that the girls are
ready to take on the challenge and
do their best on the field. We had
a disappointing season last time
but I feel we are well-trained and
prepared to do better this time
around."

Head coach Harendra Singh
commented on India's prepara-
tion ahead of the crucial matches
and stated, "The girls have
worked extremely hard in the
camp and I am confident that we
have a squad, good enough to play
on par with all our opponents.
With the support of the home
crowd behind us, we have crucial
matches coming up and we need
to focus on winning maximum
points."

Bengaluru (Karnataka) : Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) bat-
ter and newly-appointed skipper
Rajat Patidar on Thursday talked
about his style of captaincy and
his self-belief after being chosen
as Faf Du Plessis' successor
ahead of the 2025 Indian Premier
League (IPL) season.

Thursday marked the start of a
new era for RCB as the 31-year-
old Patidar, who has played a cru-
cial role in his franchise's and
state Madhya Pradesh's success
over the years, was chosen as the
new skipper of the Red and Gold
franchise ahead of the 2025 sea-
son.

Speaking in a video posted by
RCB on their Instagram, Patidar
expressed his happiness at being
chosen as the captain and elabo-
rated on his captaincy style, which
relies on calmness, game aware-
ness and being rock solid under
pressure.

"My way of captaincy is slight-
ly different. I am more quiet, calm
and at the same time, I am aware
of the situations, what is needed
and what is not needed. I do not
express much and I do not really
panic in pressure situations and I
think this is my strength. There
are a lot of experienced leaders in
the group of Indians and overseas
as well. So I think their input will
definitely help me in my leader-
ship role," he said.

Reflecting on his journey with
RCB, which saw him get released
by the team after playing four
games in 2021 and being wel-

comed back as a replacement
player following an injury in the
camp during 2022 for Rs 20 lakhs,
Patidar expressed happiness on
his ongoing stint with RCB and
support from its loyal fanbase
over the years.

"I started playing in 2021 for
RCB when I got a chance. I did not
get picked in the mega auction
and I was a bit emotional that I
would not get a second chance. All
these things were going on in my
mind and RCB picked me as a
replacement. I had a belief that if
this happens, something good will
happen," recalled Patidar.

"I am very thankful that they
have given me a second chance. I
was very confident that if I can
come this far, I can go further. It
was a belief that brought me here
and the whole scenario changed,"

he added.
It was Patidar's century

against Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) during the 2022 IPL elimi-
nator, the first by an uncapped
player in an IPL playoff that shot
the right-hander into stardom.
However, injuries kept him away
from the 2023 season. While he
spent time away from the side-
lines, fans kept supporting him.

"I got injured in 2023 and I
was away from the game for a
year. I had ups and downs in my
IPL journey. The way the fans sup-
ported me during that time (dur-
ing injury) was a good moment for
me. I felt that I have RCB fans with
me who are supporting me. When
I came back in 2024, everyone
knew that it is tough to come back
after an injury," recalled Patidar.

However, there is one thing

that kept Patidar going despite all
hurdles, his belief in himself.

"Wherever I go, that word
(belief) is always with me. That
belief is my strength. I carry that
belief with me wherever I go. The
way we took the team to the next
level and qualified from the bot-
tom (in the 2024 season), that was
a happy moment for me," he
added.

Patidar said that getting
appointed as a captain has been
the "best moment" of his IPL
career. "I am very happy and
ready for the upcoming chal-
lenges," he concluded.

Patidar has captaincy experi-
ence as a part of the Madhya
Pradesh team across all formats.
In last year's Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy, he led MP to the finals and
played a crucial role in their cam-
paign with 428 runs in 10 match-
es at an average of 61.14, a strike
rate of over 186 and five fifties,
ending as the second-highest run-
getter in the tournament.

Patidar's game against spin
and ability to tonk sixes against
them has been a standout feature
of his game.

He has been one of RCB's
standout Indian talents since
2022, scoring 799 runs in 24
innings at an average of 34.73 and
a strike rate of 158.84, with a cen-
tury and seven fifties. His century
against LSG during the 2022 IPL
eliminator is a standout knock,
making him the first uncapped
player with a century in the IPL
playoffs.

Pakistan's Shaheen Shah Afridi, Saud

Shakeel, Kamran Ghulam fined for

breaching ICC Code of Conduct
KARACHI [PAKISTAN] : Pakistan's Shaheen Shah Afridi, Saud
Shakeel, and Kamran Ghulam were fined on Thursday for breaching
Level 1 of the ICC Code of Conduct during the tri-nation series match
against South Africa in Karachi.

According to a release from the ICC, pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
was fined 25 percent of his match fee for breaching Article 2.12 of
the Code, which pertains to "inappropriate physical contact with a
Player, Player Support Personnel, Umpire, Match Referee or any
other person (including a spectator) during an International Match."

The incident occurred in the 28th over of South Africa's innings
when Shaheen deliberately obstructed batter Matthew Breetzke as
he ran a single, resulting in physical contact and a heated exchange
between the two players.

In another incident, Saud Shakeel and substitute fielder Kamran
Ghulam were fined 10 per cent of their match fees for celebrating too
closely to batter Temba Bavuma following his run-out in the 29th
over.

Both players were found guilty of breaching Article 2.5 of the
Code, which relates to "using language, actions or gestures which
disparage or which could provoke an aggressive reaction from a bat-
ter upon his/her dismissal during an International Match."

In addition to the financial penalties, all three players have
received one demerit point each on their disciplinary records. None
of the players had any prior offences in the last 24 months.

All players have accepted the sanctions imposed, and there will
be no formal hearings regarding the incidents.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : England, not-so-
long hailed as white-ball cricket revolu-
tionaries for their game-changing per-
formances across both ODI and T20I
formats after the 2015 50-over World
Cup that impacted scoring rates and
statistics worldwide, have plenty of
issues to address ahead of the ICC
Champions Trophy.

Be it the absence of some prominent
players, dip in form of senior mainstays
or their spin troubles, there is plenty of
things currently holding back the team
with skipper Jos Buttler and newly
appointed coach Brendon McCullum at
helm.

England will kickstart their
Champions Trophy campaign against
arch-rivals Australia from February 22
at Lahore, with matches against
Afghanistan (February 26) and South
Africa (March 1) coming later. Leading
up to the series since the 2023 ODI
World Cup, England's ODI form has
been mostly average at best, with few
glimpses of brilliance that led them to
simultaneous world championship glory
in ODIs and T20Is. Under their new
head coach McCullum, they have failed
to unleash his 'Bazball' school of cricket
badly during the white-ball series
against India.

*Bilateral series form: After the
2023 50-over World Cup, England has
participated in four ODI series, out of
which they have failed to win any. Since
the 2023 World Cup end, England has
played in 14 ODIs, out of which they
have won just four. In these 14 ODIs,
England has lost eight while defending
a total, though twice it was as per the
Duckworth-Lewis Method. They have
won only once while defending. While
chasing, England has won thrice (once
as per Duckworth-Lewis Method) and
lost twice. In nine matches away from
home, they have won just two.

Their series records are: 1-2 loss to
West Indies (away from home), a 2-3
loss to Australia (at home), 1-2 loss to
West Indies (away from home) and a 3-

0 loss to India (away from home).
*Positives:
-Clarity: One thing that England car-

ries with itself is clarity in gameplay.
The mantra of playing attacking and
positive cricket given by former skipper
Eoin Morgan which won them the 2019
World Cup, has been passed to the next
generation of England players and lead-
ership. While the execution has been
missing plenty of times, the clarity
being retained by this generation about
their brand of cricket is a positive.

-Fine form of Adil Rashid: England's
lead spinner, Adil Rashid has been in an
excellent form. Since the 2023 World
Cup, he has taken 13 wickets in 11
matches, averaging 41.30, with an
economy rate of 5.69 and best figures
of 4/64. While his bowling may not
result in truckloads of wickets, the
pressure he creates on batters makes
things easy for other batters. He fin-
ished the ODI series against India as
the top wicket-taker, with seven scalps
in three matches at an average of over
27 and an economy rate of 6.36. He
could be England's safe bet at the
National Stadium in Karachi, where
spinners like Muttiah Muralitharan,
Ajantha Mendis (both Sri Lankans),
Shahid Afridi and Shoaib Malik feature
in the top 10 wicket-takers.

-Recent strong performances of
Harry Brook, Ben Duckett in ODIs: In
these 14 ODIs played, Duckett and
Brook have put their hands up for
England on many occasions. Duckett is
England's leading ODI run-getter after
the 2023 WC, with 530 runs in 11
innings at an average of 48.18, a strike
rate of 108.60, with a century and four
half-centuries. In the recent series
against India, he emerged as top-run-
getter with 131 runs in three innings at
an average of 43.66, a strike rate of
122.42, with a half-century to his name.

Brook, despite his poor performanc-
es against India, has done well to
become England's second-highest ODI
run-getter after WC2023 till now, with

477 runs in 11 innings at an average of
53.00, a strike rate of 106.23, with a
century and three fifties. His best score
is 110*. During the series against
Australia at home, he managed the
burden of captaincy well, scoring 312
runs in five innings at an average of
78.00 and a strike rate of 127.86, with
best score of 110*, a century and two
fifties.

*Negatives:
-Lack of reliability in the opening:

The opening pair of Phil Salt and Ben
Duckett is extremely destructive on its
day. Salt though explosive, has not
proven to be a player who can stay long

on the crease. Out of his 28 innings,
Salt has faced more than 30 balls only
six times, which shrinks down to three
occasions against Test-playing nations.

After England's last massive white-
ball reset following a premature group-
stage World Cup exit in 2015, the
prominent English opening pair of
Jason Roy and Alex Hales faced up
1,413 balls in 42 innings and 1,454
balls in 35 innings leading up to the
2017 ICC Champions Trophy, with their
balls per innings average being 33.64
and 41.54 respectively. They together
scored eight centuries and 17 fifties.
The innings per century across their 77

combined innings was 9.6 innings per
century and 3.08 innings per fifty-plus
score.

Coming to Salt and Duckett, they
have played 421 balls in 14 innings and
385 balls in eight innings respectively,
with their balls per innings average
being 30.07 and 48.12 respectively,
with Duckett outclassing Salt by miles.
Even Will Jacks, who played six innings
as an opener, has played 164 balls, with
balls per innings average of 27.33. In
their 28 innings overall as a trio, they
have scored a century and six fifties
each, which means 28 innings per cen-
tury and four innings per fifty-plus
score, way poorer than Roy-Hales Salt
has been the most underwhelming per-
former with just two fifties in 14 innings
and a lot of England's opening woes
come down to him throwing away his
wicket.

The question is: Though these
attractive 30s and 40s could look good
in T20Is, are they truly needed in ODIs?

-Form of senior stalwarts Jos Buttler
Joe Root: They say, a team is as good as
its leadership. 
The team's senior-most batters, skipper
Buttler and Root, have experienced a
dip in form. Since the end of the 2023
WC, Buttler has scored 153 runs in six
innings at an average of 30.60 and a
strike rate of 90.00, with two half-cen-
tury and three single-digit scores. Root,
on the other hand, seems to have taken
Test cricket to be his top priority. While
his numbers in Tests have been aston-
ishing for the last four years, same can-
not be said for ODIs. In 31 ODIs after
World Cup 2019, Root has made 778
runs at an underwhelming average of
29.92 and a rather disappointing strike
rate of 82.24 by his standards. He has
made just seven fifties in 28 innings
with the best score of 86.

-Recent inability against spin:
England's woes against spin were
showcased during the recent tour of
India, where the Three Lions would
often stumble against spinners. In the

ODI series, they lost 13 of their 30
wickets to spin, with 13 lost to pace as
well. It was even worse in T20Is, where
they lost 29 of their 48 wickets to spin.

Come the Champions Trophy, spin-
ners like Adam Zampa, Glenn Maxwell,
Travis Head, Matt Short, Tabraiz
Shamsi, Keshav Maharaj, Rashid Khan,
Noor Ahmed etc could create problems
for England.

-Lack of prominent all-rounders:
England is missing some prominent all-
rounders this time around, with Sam
Curran, Will Jacks and Ben Stokes
being left out of the squad, Moeen Ali
being retired and Jacob Bethell being
ruled out due to injury.

*Top performers for England
between the 2023 World Cup end to
now:

Top run-getters: Ben Duckett (530
runs in 11 innings at an average of
48.18 and a strike rate of 108.60, with
a century and four fifties), Harry Brook
(477 runs in 11 innings at an average of
53.00, with a strike rate of 106.23, a
century and three fifties), Phil Salt (409
runs in 14 innings at an average of
29.21, with two half-centuries), Liam
Livingstone (403 runs in 13 innings at
an average of 40.30, with a century and
fifty) and Will Jacks (308 runs in 11
innings at an average of 28.00, with
two half-centuries).

Top wicket-takers: Adil Rashid (13
wickets in 11 matches at an average of
41.30), Brydon Carse (nine wickets in
eight matches at an average of 44.77),
Livingstone (nine wickets in 14 matches
at an average of 53.66), Gus Atkinson
(eight wickets in five matches at an
average of 35.87) and Matthew Potts
(eight wickets in six matches at an
average of 26.62).

England Champions Trophy squad:
Jos Buttler (c), Jofra Archer, Gus
Atkinson, Tom Banton, Harry Brook,
Brydon Carse, Ben Duckett, Jamie
Overton, Jamie Smith, Liam
Livingstone, Adil Rashid, Joe Root,
Saqib Mahmood, Phil Salt, Mark Wood.

Once white-ball kings, England tackle glaring negatives
ahead of CT2025 with 'Bazball" under scrutiny

"Well trained": Indian women's
team bank on home support
ahead of FIH Pro League
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"quiet, calm" captaincy style, up-and-down IPL journey


