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Visitors poured in huge ners at the Bmml& Prangan in Kolkata on the last day of 48 th International Kolkata Book Fair (IKBF) on Sunday.

Chhattisgarh: Encounter kills 31
Naxalites, 2 security personnel

MI News Service, Raipur: In a
major operation against the Left
Wing Extremism, security forces
gunned down 31 Naxalites dur-
ing a fierce encounter in Chhat-
tisgarh's Bijapur district on
Sunday, police said.

Two security personnel were
also killed and as many others
injured in the face-off, they said.

More than 650 security per-
sonnel entered the Indravati Na-
tional Park area from different
sides and eliminated 31 Nax-
alites in their den, Chhattisgarh's
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Sharma said.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
said the end of Naxalism in the
country and the state is certain.
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
the state will get rid of Naxalism
by March 2026, he added.

With this incident, 81 Nax-
alites have been gunned down by
security forces in separate en-

counters in Chhattisgarh so far
this year.

The latest gunfight took place
at a forest in Indravati National
Park area in the morning when
a joint team of personnel from
different security forces was out
on an anti-Naxalite operation,
Inspector General of Police, Bas-
tar Range, Sundarraj P said.

Personnel belonging to the
District Reserve Guard (DRG),
Special Task Force (STF) and
Bastar Fighters, all units of the
state police, were involved in the
operation, he said.

"So far, bodies of 31 Nax-
alites clad in 'uniform' have been
recovered from the encounter
site. Besides, a huge cache of
weapons, including AK-47,
INSAS, SLR and .303 rifles and
Barrel Grenade Launchers
(BGL), and explosives have also
been seized from the site," the
official said.

Two security personnel, one
belonging to the state DRG and

the other from the STF, were
killed in the gunfight and two
others suffered injuries, he said.

The two injured jawans, re-
ported to be out of danger, were
being airlifted to a better med-
ical facility for treatment, he
said.

Reinforcement has been
rushed to the spot and search
operation is still underway in the
area, he added.

CM Sai said that under the
leadership of PM Modi and Union
minister Amit Shah, the state
will get rid of Naxalism by March
2026.

Security forces have been
continuously getting success in
this direction and moving rapidly
towards achieving the goal. The
end of Naxalism, which is like
"cancer", from the country and
the state is certain, he said in a
statement.

"The sacrifice of our soldiers
will not go in vain. I pray to God
for the departed souls to rest in

peace and provide strength to
the bereaved families, and for
the speedy recovery of the in-
jured jawans," Sai said.

Hailing the security forces,
Deputy CM Vijay Sharma said
the national park area in Bijapur
was considered as a safe haven
for Naxalites, where more than
650 security personnel entered
from different sides and elimi-
nated 31 Naxalites in their den.

All the deceased Naxalites
were clad in uniform and auto-
mated weapons were recovered
from them, he told reporters.

"Our two jawans were mar-
tyred in the operation. I pay
homage to them and pray to God
to give strength to their families.
The Vishnu Deo Sai government
will always stand by their fami-
lies. Two injured jawans have
been airlifted (to Raipur)," he
said.

Asked about the deadline of
March 2026 to end Naxalism,
Sharma said, "Under the guid-

ance of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and CM Sai, the target
will be achieved." "The IEDs (Im-
provised Explosive Devices) laid
(by Naxalites) on the path of de-
velopment of Bastar will be
cleared and we are working with
full commitment to ensure basic
amenities like schools, hospitals,
water, road, anganwadis (gov-
ernment-run women and child
care centres) and mobile towers
reach the entire region," he said.

Out of the 81 Naxalites
gunned down in the state so far
this year, 65 were killed in the
Bastar division comprising seven
districts, including Bijapur.

Last year, 219 Naxalites were
neutralised by security forces in
separate encounters in Chhattis-
garh, according to police.

On October 4 last year, 38
Naxalites were killed following
an encounter in Abhujmaad area
along the Narayanpur-Dante-
wada inter-district border in the
Bastar region.
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those involved in scams
will be held accountable.

tion cases,"

Sachdeva
told PTI Videos.

He emphasised

Delhi's voters backed the

Delhi poll win: BJP to form SIT to probe corruption

that has suffered a major

downfall and should

from centre
to states
based upon
tax share is
unfortunate:
Piyush Goyal

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal has
said the demand by some
states that they get central
funds in proportion to their
contribution of taxes to the

central kitty is "petty
thinking" and "unfortu-
nate".

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is of the view that
if the country is to prosper,
the eight states of the
Northeast and eastern In-
dian states like Bihar, West
Bengal, Odisha and Jhark-
hand must develop, Goyal
said.

The BJP leader was
speaking at the 'Rashtriya
Ekatmata Yatra 2025', an
event organised here by
the Akhil Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Parishad (ABVP)
and the 'Students Experi-
ence in Inter-State Living
(SEIL)' initiative.

In the last 11 years, the
Modi government's "laser
focus", like that of Arjuna
of the Mahabharata, was
on the Northeast and east-
ern states, the minister
said. "It is unfortunate that
some states and some
leaders...I don't want to
politicise it but some lead-
ers from Maharashtra
used to say...leaders of the
earlier government which
was there for two-and-a-
half years, they used to
calculate the tax paid by
Mumbai and Maharashtra
and (demand) it should

»» Continued on page 3

form a Special Investiga-
tion Team at the first
Cabinet meeting of the
new government to
probe corruption cases.

Delhi BJP chief Viren-
dra Sachdeva said the
party has "zero toler-
ance" for corruption and

"As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said
many times, and so did
we, the CAG report will
be presented during the
first Cabinet meeting. We
will also form a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
to investigate all corrup-

Commenting on the
BJP sweeping Delhi polls
with 48 seats in the 70-
member House,
Sachdeva credited Prime
Minister Modi and BJP
president J P Nadda for
guiding the party to suc-
cess.

BJP for development, ex-
pressing confidence in
Modi's leadership.

On the rout of the
Congress which drew a
blank for the third time
in a row, Sachdeva said
despite being a histori-
cally significant party, it

"work harder".
Regarding the BJP's
chief ministerial face for
Delhi, Sachdeva said the
party follows a system-
atic approach and leaves
such decisions to the
central leadership, as
was seen in other states.

MI News Service, Prayagraj: A fire
broke out in a 'kalpvasi' tent in

Mahakmb_h: F__irg brea

Sector 19 of here at the Maha
Kumbh on Sunday due to a leak in

a gas cylinder, officials said. Fire-
fighters managed to extinguish the
blaze within 10 minutes and no
casualties were reported.

Chief Fire Officer (Kumbh)
Pramod Sharma told PTI that the
fire was reported in a tent set up
by Om Prakash Pandey Seva
Sansthan and belonged to Rajen-
dra Jaiswal, resident of Karma,
Prayagraj. Upon receiving the
alert, three fire tenders were im-
mediately dispatched to the scene.

The fire was contained within
10 minutes, but the tent was com-
pletely gutted, he said.

There have been three major
fires at the Maha Kumbh besides
multiple minor incidents.

Earlier on February 7, a fire

ks out in 'kalpvasi' tent

broke out in the ISKCON camp in
Sector 18 of Mahakumbh Nagar
and spread over to a dozen nearby
camps. While no one was injured
in the fire, around 20 tents were
destroyed. On January 19, a mas-
sive fire broke out in the Maha
Kumbh Mela area's Sector 19 due
to a cylinder blast. While no casu-
alties were reported, the blaze
had left over a dozen camps gut-
ted.

Earlier on January 25, two
cars caught fire in Sector 2 of the
Maha Kumbh fair area, but no ca-
sualties were reported. Short cir-
cuit in one car led to the fire which
then spread to the other vehicle
parked next to it, according to of-
ficials.

Ceasefire deal: IDF withdrawing from key Gaza corridor

MI News Service, Tel Aviv: Israeli
official said Sunday that Israeli
forces have begun withdrawing
from a key Gaza corridor, part of
a ceasefire deal with Hamas that
is moving ahead.

Israel agreed as part of the
truce to remove its forces from
the Netzarim corridor, a strip of
land that bisects northern Gaza
from the south. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity be-

cause he wasn't authorized to dis-
cuss troop movement with the
media.

At the start of the ceasefire, Is-
rael began allowing Palestinians
to cross Netzarim to head to their

homes in the war-battered north
and the withdrawal of forces from
the area will fulfil another com-
mitment to the deal. It was not
clear how many troops Israel had
withdrawn on Sunday.

Delhi Polls: BJP's vote
share up 13%, AAP
sees 10% decline

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The BJP's vote
share in Delhi has grown
by nearly 13 percentage
points in the last 10 years
while the AAP's vote share
has declined by nearly 10
percentage points during
the same period. In the
keenly contested Assembly
polls in Delhi, there was a
difference of only two per
cent between the vote
shares of the BJP and AAP.

The saffron party has
stormed to power in the
national capital by winning
48 of the 70 seats restrict-
ing AAP to 22 seats. The
BJP was out of power in
the national capital for
over 26 years but riding on
a spirited campaign, it not
only swept the AAP but
also ensured that its
heavyweights, including
chief Arvind Kejriwal, had
to taste defeat.

Congress drew a blank
for the third time in a row
in Delhi. AAP secured a
vote share of 43.57 per
cent, down from 53.57 per
cent in the 2020 polls. In

the 2015 Assembly elec-
tions, it had secured 54.5
per cent of the votes. This
is probably the first time
that a party even after get-
ting 40 per cent vote share
lost the polls.

In 2020 and 2015, the
party won a massive man-
date by securing 67 and 62
seats respectively. The BJP
secured a vote share of
45.56 per cent and won 48
seats. The saffron party's
vote share rose from 38.51
per cent in 2020 and 32.3
per cent in the 2015 elec-
tions. The Congress, which
was in power in Delhi for
15 years from 1998 to
2013, did not win any seat
and secured a vote share
of 6.34 per cent. The only
consolation for the grand
old party was the fact that
it saw an improvement of
2.1 per cent in vote share
over the last time. The
party polled 6.34 per cent
of the wvalid votes as
against 4.3 per cent in the
2020 assembly polls, dent-
ing its INDIA bloc partner
AAP across segments.

Naxals will be
eradicated by Mar 31,
2026: Amit Shah

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said on Sun-
day that Naxals will be
eradicated by March 31,
2026 and no citizen of the
country has to lose his life
due to it.

Shah said this after the
security forces killed 31
Naxals in Chhattisgarh.

"I also reiterate my re-
solve that before 31
March, 2026, we will com-
pletely eradicate Naxalism
from the country so that no
citizen of the country has
to lose his life due to it," he
wrote on 'X' in Hindi.

The home minister said

in the direction of making
India Naxal-free, the secu-
rity forces have achieved a
big success in Bijapur,
Chhattisgarh.

He said that 31 Nax-
alites were killed in this
operation and a huge
amount of arms and explo-
sives were also recovered.

Shah said the security
forces have also lost two of
its brave soldiers "in the
effort to end anti-human
Naxalism" and the country
will always be indebted to
these heroes. "l express
my heartfelt condolences
to the families of the mar-
tyred soldiers," he said.

Manipur: Biren Singh
steps down as CM

MI News Service, Imphal
(Manipur): Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh re-
signed on Sunday, submit-
ting his resignation letter
to Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla at the Raj Bhavan,
officials said. Singh was
accompanied by 14 MLAs
from the BJP and NPF,
along with state BJP presi-
dent A Sharda and senior
party leader Sambit Patra.
After meeting the gover-
nor, Singh proceeded to
the CM Secretariat. In his
resignation letter, he ex-
pressed gratitude, stating,
"It has been an honour to
serve the people of Ma-

nipur thus far. I am ex-
tremely grateful to the
central government for its
actions, interventions, de-
velopmental work, and im-
plementation of various
projects for safeguarding
the interests of every sin-
gle Manipuri."

His resignation comes
just hours after returning
from Delhi.

A day earlier, Singh
had convened a meeting
with MLAs from the BJP-
led ruling alliance at the
CM Secretariat to discuss
the upcoming assembly
session starting on Febru-
ary 10.

Delhi polls: 80% of total candidates, including 67 Cong leaders, lose deposits

MI News Service, New Delhi: Congress candidates
lost their security deposits on all but three seats
in the Delhi Assembly polls as nearly 80 per cent
of all contenders, including those contesting in-
dependently, forfeited their deposits. All the can-
didates of the AAP, BJP and its allies, Janata Dal
(United) and LJP (Ram Vilas) managed to save
their security deposits after the election results

were declared on Saturday.

Out of the 699 candidates in the fray, 555

posits.

(79.39 per cent) candidates forfeited their de-
posits in the February 5 polls. It was a sorry state
of affairs for the Congress that not only drew a
blank in terms of seats for a third time in a row,
but 67 of its candidates also lost their security de-

The Congress, which ruled Delhi for three
consecutive terms till 2013, had fielded candi-
dates in all 70 constituencies. Only three Con-
gress candidates -- Abhishek Dutt from Kasturba

Nagar, the only leader from the party to finish
second, Rohit Choudhary from Nangloi Jat and
Devendra Yadav from Badli -- managed to save
their security deposits. Shifa-ur-Rehman Khan of
AIMIM, which contested two seats, also managed
to save his security deposit in Okhla. According
to the Representation of the People Act, 1951, any
candidate from the general category contesting
an election is required to deposit Rs 10,000 with
the Election Commission as a security deposit.

For candidates from Scheduled Castes and
Tribes, the amount required to be deposited is Rs
5,000. According to electoral law, the deposit will
have to be forfeited if the candidate is not elected
and the number of valid votes polled by him or
her does not exceed one-sixth of the total number
of valid votes polled by all the candidates. The
BJP returned to power in Delhi after more than
26 years, winning 48 of the 70 assembly seats
while the AAP won 22 seats.
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World Martial Artists Council
Expands Historic Free Karate Training

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a land-
mark initiative, The World Martial
Artists Council (WMAC), in associa-
tion with the Indian Karate Associa-
tion, has launched the world’s first
free karate training program for stu-
dents. This initiative, which began in
Kolkata, aims to train 100,000 stu-
dents across 100 schools annually,
providing them free martial arts
training up to Black Belt certifica-
tion. The program is designed to em-
power children by improving their
physical fitness, discipline, and self-
defense skills while also preparing
them for state, national, and interna-
tional championships.

In today’s digital age, children
are increasingly spending time on
mobile phones and other electronic
devices, leading to a decline in phys-
ical activity and overall health. This
program is a direct response to this
issue, ensuring that young students
engage in structured physical train-
ing, fostering mental resilience, con-
fidence, and teamwork. The training
will not only provide self-defense
techniques but will also instill values
such as perseverance, leadership,
and respect, which are essential for
both personal and professional
growth.

After the successful launch in
Kolkata, the initiative is now set to
expand across India and eventually
to schools worldwide, making it the
largest martial arts training initiative
ever undertaken. HRH Prince Dr.
M.A. Ali, Director of the World Mar-
tial Artists Council, emphasized the
long-term vision of the program,
stating, "Martial arts are not just
about fighting—they are about in-
stilling discipline, self-confidence,
and perseverance. Through this ini-
tiative, we want to ensure that every
child, regardless of their financial
background, gets the opportunity to
train and grow into a strong and re-
sponsible individual. This is a mis-

Program for 100,000

gl

sion to build a healthier and more
disciplined society, starting from the
grassroots.”

To mark the significance of this
initiative, the World Martial Artists
Council has sought messages and
blessings from the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, President of India, Chief
Minister of West Bengal, Governor of
West Bengal, Minister of Sports, and
Minister of Education. Their support
and words of encouragement are ex-
pected to serve as a source of inspi-
ration for students, trainers, and
schools participating in this historic
initiative.

The World Martial Artists Council
is also the organizer of the presti-
gious World Meet, an internationally
recognized martial arts champi-
onship that has gained global promi-
nence. The first World Meet was held
in Bangkok, Thailand, in 2019, and
since then, it has grown into one of
the most respected platforms for

Students

martial arts excellence. The 5th edi-
tion was successfully hosted in Man-
chester, United Kingdom, with
participation from 50+ countries,
highlighting the event’s international
reputation. The 6th World Meet re-
cently concluded in Indonesia, where
Indian athletes competed on a global
stage, proudly representing the
country.

Messages from World Meet Offi-
cials Tony Taylor from USA, an offi-
cial of the World Meet, applauded
the initiative, stating, “This program
is a game-changer in the world of
martial arts. Offering free training at
such a scale has never been done be-
fore, and I believe it will transform
the lives of thousands of children.”

Shahid Mehmood from UK, an-
other key official, emphasized the
importance of discipline and self-de-
fense, saying, “In today’s world, self-
defense is not just a skill but a
necessity. This initiative will not only
make children physically strong but
also instill in them the values of hard
work and perseverance.”

Princess Mufeeda Mubara,from
Indonesia, a strong advocate for
youth empowerment, expressed her
excitement, stating, “This is a
groundbreaking step toward making
martial arts accessible to everyone. I
hope to see this initiative grow
worldwide, shaping future leaders
and champions.”

With this initiative, the World
Martial Artists Council is not just cre-
ating athletes—it is shaping the fu-
ture of young minds and instilling a
culture of fitness and discipline
across the nation. Schools across
India are invited to be a part of this
transformative journey, which aims
to redefine the role of martial arts in
education and society. This program
stands as a historic step toward mak-
ing martial arts accessible to all and
reinforcing India’s leadership in the
global sports arena.

Firecracker units
in Kalyani reject
relocation
proposal after
deadly explosion

MI News Service, Kalyani:
All firecracker units at
Kalyani in Nadia district,
including the one where an
explosion  killed four
women labourers on Fri-
day, had been offered an
alternative location to set
up the factories, but none
of them accepted the pro-
posal, said a member of an
association of firecracker
makers.

The alternative loca-
tion was offered at Char
Kanchrapara in Nadia dis-
trict as part of the state
government's efforts to set
up green cracker clusters
across the state.

The reluctance of the
units to relocate to the pro-
posed cluster was con-
firmed by Babla Roy, a
member of a state govern-
ment-appointed committee
and chairman of Sara
Bangla Atasbaji Unnayan
Samiti, a TMC-affiliated
union. The committee was
constituted to oversee the
establishment of green
cracker clusters.

“I persuaded them to
shift to Char Kanchrapara,
where the government
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tine's Day on February 14th, the two-day fashion lifestyle exhibition
Come Runway 2025 was held by Pink Roses Entertainment at a banquet in Fulbagan on Feb-
ruary 8th. Pink Roses Entertainment's owner is an international model, actress and social
activist Hina Kausar organised this event .The exhibition featured stalls of designer outfits
along with stalls of handicrafts made by differently-abled children and the products of
women who want to be self-reliant but don't get a platform.Stalls in cell system so that they
can be self-reliant. Hina Kausar has been doing a lot of work in the past, trying to bring for-
ward the talented boys and girls in the fashion world, who have been left behind in the so-
ciety for a long time. This time also, through the organization of the runway, those who want
to introduce themselves in the world of glamor tried to give an opportunity.

proposed to give land free
of cost and extend assis-
tance in obtaining re-
quired manufacturing
licences for green fire-
crackers. But none agreed
as they felt the new site

Bangla Paksha's Fish and Rice Festival

Nurul Islam Khan

was too far from their
home-cum-factory,” said
Roy, before criticising po-
lice for lack of surveillance
that allowed the units to
operate in areas with high
population density.

Roy further alleged
that Opposition parties
played a role in misleading
the units.

"They were offered
land free of cost and the
necessary assistance, yet
they refused. It seems the
Opposition parties discour-
aged them from relocat-
ing,” he added.

According to him, this
resistance hindered the es-
tablishment of a regulated
cluster in Kalyani despite
the government’s best ef-
forts.

Instead of relocating to
the proposed cluster site,
several unit owners in
Kalyani have been putting
pressure on the associa-
tion to ensure necessary
clearance to operate in
areas where they have
been located for years.

There is a traditional Ben-
gali tradition of fish and
rice. Bengalis are gradually
falling behind in various as-
pects. They are not lagging
behind only in private jobs
but also in various govern-
ment employment opportu-
nities. Even after being born
in this land of Bengal, they
are stuck in many ways.
Starting from being at-
tacked, they have to digest
abuses by raising the Ben-
gali caste in rude language.
An organization called
Bangla Paksha is protesting
in such a difficult time. The
workers of this organization
have stood around. They
have largely preserved the
tradition of Bengal by
protesting against various
problems of Bengalis. But
on Sunday, Bangla Paksha
organized an exceptional
feast near Girish Park and
Baro Bazar. There was an
arrangement of big, big rui
and katla fish. There, ordi-
nary Bengalis ate fish and
rice freeof cost. It is said
that this food festival was

B

A B

organized to bring back the
ancient tradition of Bengalis
who eat fish and rice. The
head of the organization,
Garga Chatterjee, said that
councillor Minadevi Purohit
cannot tolerate Bengalis
eating fish and rice. She
feels very uncomfortable.
After this came into public,
the organization concerned
started a movement. They
decided to organize a fish
and rice festival. Their
statement is that this is a
Bengali tradition. 90 per-
cent of people love to eat
fish and rice. If any person
has any difficulty, let him go
to his native land. We will
eat our food. He also said
that if we go to Bihar or

Uttar Pradesh and talk
about Bengali culture, why
will they push us out?What
we eat and what we study is
our fundamental right. We
will not listen to any leader
in this matter. In Bengal,
the sons of the land, Ben-
galis are constantly being
deprived. This organization
has been working against
that contempt and depriva-
tion for a long time. To be
honest, the menu of Ben-
galis' favorite fish rice
dishes turned into a festival.
Fish fry, fish broth and fish
curry were all over the
place. The fish dishes were
delicious. Many people, in-
cluding top leader Kaushik
Maiti, were present.

A man was killed and many huts were burnt W11e a fire broke out in the Narkeldanga slum on Saturday midnight in Kolkata.

Indian Gorkha
Janshakti Front
chief Ajoy Edwards

amplifies tea bonus,
landprotests

MI News Service, Darjee-
ling: The Indian Gorkha
Janshakti Front (IGJF)
held a rally and public
meeting in Mirik on Sat-
urday, a pointer to the tea
protest in the Darjeeling
hills getting structured,
raising an alarm in the
industry.

Protests have been
simmering over the non-
implementation of mini-
mum wages, the state
notification to grant 5
decimals of land to tea
workers and the failure to
get a 20 per cent bonus in
the last couple of years.

However, these
protests had mostly been
scattered and lacked co-
hesion.

The Ajoy Edwards-led
IGJF is giving structure to
these protests, which
gained new momentum
after chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee last Tues-
day announced that her
government would allow
investors to use 30 per
cent of tea garden land
for non-tea use from the
previous ceiling of 15 per
cent.

"These (hills) are our
kipat (our homeland). We
have no vacant space for
others, forget about 30
per cent, we don’t have
even 1 per cent vacant
space. There will be no
survey, too (for the 5 deci-
mal land scheme),” said
Edwards.

Edwards, who is also
an elected Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration
(GTA) Sabha member, an-
nounced a series of
protests.

“If there is no con-
crete solution on the
bonus issue, no one in the
hills will pluck first flush
tea,” said Edwards.

First flush plucking is
set to start on February
27 and this leaf fetches
the highest price. Ed-
wards wants the bonus
negotiation to take place
not during the Puja pe-
riod but immediately.

The tea management,
which is worried over Ed-
wards’s protest call, has
said that the finances of
the gardens would be
clear only on March 31.
They have hinted that ne-
gotiations would be possi-
ble only then. “We are
closely monitoring the de-
velopments,” said an in-
dustry source.

The IGJF also came
down heavily on GTA
chief Anit Thapa, who is
the president of the
Bharatiya Gorkha Pra-
jatantrik Morcha (BGPM)
and an ally of the Tri-
namool Congress in the
hills.

Edwards said that
since Thapa is close to
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, he should come
up with a solution on
minimum wages and 5
decimal land issue and
get the 30 per cent land
cap scrapped within a
week.

"If he cannot solve
this issue within a week,
we will take our protest
to Kurseong,” said Ed-
wards. Thapa hails from
Kurseong.

Total Registrations
since inception

5,91,495

Registrations as
on 08/02/2025*

12,104

AC: Metiabruz

*As of 7:30 PM, 08/02/2025

Through free cataract surgeries, 7 residents of Bishnupur have regained their vision.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
where many only dream of change, MP
Shri @abhishekaitc turns those dreams into
reality with his unwavering commitment to
public welfare. Healthcare should not be a
privilege rationed by affordability or acces-
sibility; it should be a fundamental right,
delivered with urgency and intent. That is
what Sebaashray has stood for since Day 1,
and 37 days later, the momentum has only
intensified. Through free cataract surger-
ies, 7 residents of Bishnupur have regained
their vision. Referred from the Bishnupur
Model Camp to Renuka Eye Institute, their
journey towards independence reflects the
power of accessible healthcare. Since in-
ception, 5,91,495 patients have received
free, professional healthcare. Just today,
12,104 people were served at the 34 Health
Camps in Metiabruz.As long as there are
people who need care, Sebaashray will keep
pushing forward! Cataracts, a widespread
affliction among the elderly, slowly obscure
their world, eroding their independence and
diminishing their quality of life. At #Se-
baashray, where service is not charity but
duty, we remain resolute in addressing such
challenges head-on.Today, nine elderly indi-
viduals, referred from the Bishnupur Model
Sebaashray Camp, underwent successful,
free cataract surgeries at Renuka Eye Insti-

In a world

tute, reclaiming their vision, confidence, and
autonomy. As Sebaashray continues its mis-
sion to tackle diverse health challenges, our
commitment remains unshaken — no elderly
individual should be left in the darkness of
impaired vision when the gift of sight can be
restored.Yesterday, in Lok Sabha, I clinically
dissected the Union Budget, laying bare the
STARK NEGLECT OF PUBLIC HEALTH-
CARE. India, a nation of 140 crore people,
spends just 3% of its GDP on healthcare,
trailing far behind China’s 5% and the USA’s
16%. For a country of this scale, this is not
just inadequate, it is an OUTRIGHT BE-
TRAYAL.100%
PROVED. 18% GST on health insurance?
UNCHANGED. Public hospital infrastruc-
ture? OVERLOOKED. This is not healthcare
reform; this is a RIGGED GAME, designed to
serve profit over people. But against this
apathy, Diamond Harbour is proving that
an alternative model exists — one rooted in
SERVICE, not profiteering.Today, the 34
Health Camps in Metiabruz served 12,104
INDIVIDUALS. 8,945 PATIENTS under-
went critical health screenings.12,488 pa-
tients received free medicines. 45 critical
cases were identified and referred for ad-
vanced care. At Diamond Harbour, we are
setting an example for the rest of the
country to follow!

FDI in insurance? AP-

Import of Nepal teas hits Indian brew: Planters
demand immediate government action

MI News Service, Siliguri:
The unbridled influx of tea
from Nepal is affecting
both the domestic and in-
ternational markets of In-
dian tea, stakeholders of
the north Bengal tea in-
dustry said on Saturday.
“Around 25 to 30 mil-
lion kilos of poor-quality
teas are being imported
into India in a year and
the maximum amount
comes from Nepal. This is
because no import duty is
charged according to the
bilateral trade agreement
(between  India  and
Nepal). Nepal teas are
sold domestically and ex-
ported to other countries
as Indian teas. This is af-
fecting the market and the

repute of the brew pro-
duced in India,” said Pra-
bir Bhattacharjee, the
secretary general of the
Tea Association of India
(TAI). He was speaking at
the 53rd annual general
meeting of the association
held at the Toorsa
Gymkhana Club in Kal-
chini, Alipurduar district,
on Saturday.
Bhattacharjee said be-
cause of the lower cost of
tea production, countries
like Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Nepal, and
Kenya have the potential
to offer average-quality
tea at much lower prices,
even after considering
transportation charges.
“A minimum import

price of teas should be
fixed in consonance with
the average auction price
of the country to stop the
influx of cheaper teas, es-
pecially from Nepal. Also,
the mechanism of inspec-
tion should be strength-
ened to ensure that teas
imported into India com-
ply with the guidelines of
FSSAL” he added.

At the meeting, the
planters said the total tea
production in 2024 in
India was around 1,285
million kilos, which is
around 109 million kilos
or eight per cent less than
the production in 2023.In
north Bengal, the total
production in 2024 was
373.48 million kilos.
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CITY

People participated in a Half Marathon organized by Kolkata Police in Kolkata on Sunday.

Concept of fund flow from centre...

From PG 1
get back that much
amount (of central funds),"
Goyal said.

The parliamentarian
from Mumbai North was
apparently referring to the
previous Uddhav Thack-
eray-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi government.

"There are some states
like Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana which
say they should get back
the amount of taxes they
have paid. There can't be
any (greater) petty think-
ing (chhoti soch) than this.
There cannot be anything
(more) unfortunate than
this," he said. But there is
no need to worry now as
the present BJP-led gov-

ernment in Maharashtra is
very sensitive towards
Northeast India, the minis-
ter added.

The Modi government
at the Centre, for the last
11 years, has been follow-
ing "Act East" and "Look
East" policy, prioritising
Northeast India, said
Goyal. Under the Modi
government, the capitals of
the northeastern states are
being connected by rail-
way and a network of
highways is being built, he
said.

PM Modi has visited
the Northeast more than
65 times, he noted, and
urged the people to visit
the region at least once to
see its beauty and culture.

CNMC celebrates 73rd gathering

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta National
Medical College (CNMC)
recently celebrated their
73 rd re-union. Ninety-
one-year-old Dulal Chan-
dra Dalui has rarely
missed his college re-
unions, this time it was no
different.

In 1994, Dalui retired
as the head of the surgery
department of Calcutta
National Medical College
(CNMC&H) and Hospital,
also his alma mater.

Many of his students,
some in their 80s, sat sur-
rounding him in a circle as
they reminisced about
their student days in the
medical college.

Over 2,000 students,
past and present, of Cal-
cutta National Medical Col-
lege and Hospital came to
the campus on the first day
of Plexus, the 73rd reunion
of the medical college.

“I was a student here
between 1952 and 1957.
Later, I joined the medical
college as a doctor and
worked here till my retire-
ment,” said Dalui.

Scientific sessions on
speciality care such as
spine injury, cardio-kidney
metabolic (CKM) syn-
drome, nephrology and
neurosurgery are part of
the reunion celebrations.

A photo booth with the
word “Nationalites”
printed on the backdrop
was a favourite among
both former and present
students. A quiz contest,

an antakshari competition
and a debate, which will
be held on the final day,
are among the most
awaited events of the re-
union. Six debaters will
discuss: “This House be-
lieves medicine is a grossly
overrated profession”.

“Every year, one batch
organises the reunion.
This year, it fell upon those
who entered college in
1989,” said orthopaedic
surgeon Rajib Basu, one of
the organisers.

Siddhartha Sankar Ray
or Sidhu, lead vocalist of
the Bengali rock band Cac-
tus, is from the batch. Ray,
however, chose a career in
music over medicine and
achieved huge success.

“Cactus has had 1,600
shows since its inception.
Today’s show is among the
most special shows. Cactus
performed for the first
time at Calcutta National
Medical College in 1992.
Today’s performance in
the reunion organised by
my batch is very special to
me,” said Ray.

Jayita Bhatta and
Suchetana Sengupta, both
among the organisers,
were discussing how a
wall that used to stand
surrounding the ground
where the dais has been
set up no longer exists.
“Most of our time used to
be spent around these
walls. The panchil (wall)
was something special for
the students in our time,”
said Bhatta.

Bangladesh now a crime den: Mayor

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A hub of culture has
turned into “a hub of crim-
inals, a hub of hooligans”

under the “inefficient”
Muhammad Yunus govern-
ment, Kolkata Mayor

Firhad Hakim said when
asked about the current
situation of Bangladesh.

“We should not com-
ment on foreign affairs,
but as Bengalis all of us
have been pained.
Bangladesh was a cultural
hub for us. Now it is a hub
of criminals, hub of hooli-
gans,” Hakim said.

“The inefficient
(Muhammad) Yunus gov-
ernment is ruining
Bangladesh. India should
immediately interfere,” he
added.

Hakim harped on the
role played by the Indian
government during
Bangladesh’s  liberation
war. “(Then) Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi had
opened the doors because
of the torture in the neigh-
bouring country. If India
did not stand by them, the
Pakistan army would have
crushed and slaughtered
them. India stood for hu-
manity... It is sad to see
their condition today.”

“Human rights are
being violated. A Hindu
does not have the right to
live? An artiste does not
have the right to live?”
added Hakim.

Investment fraud: Police arrest 2

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The cyber crime wing of
Kolkata Police has made a
major breakthrough in an
investment fraud by ar-
resting two persons and
recovering Rs 3 lakh along
with several articles that
were used for running the
racket. According to police
sources, one Munira
Safadar, a resident of New
CIT Road under Bowbazar
PS area was induced and
tempted to “invest” for
high returns. To gain her
confidence, documents ap-
parently issued by a re-
puted American
international bank, SEBI
etc were shared and the
complainant in different
phases, gave away Rs 9.15
lakh altogether.

The cyber sleuths who
had earlier arrested 6 per-
sons worked on a money
trail in which about Rs 1.5
lakh was transferred from
the victim’s account in two
tranches on April 29 and 30
last year. It was found that
the current account be-
longed to an old lady resid-
ing in Howrah. Focusing on

the aspect of the account
operation led the sleuths to
two persons namely Ab-
hishek Tewari (42) and
Tista Sen (40) who were ar-
rested on Saturday early
morning after a night-long
raid at Vedic Village.

The arrested duo not
only operated this account,
they, in fact, dealt with
many such accounts, and
have been instrumental in
routing the defrauded
amount through a network
of accounts. Most impor-
tantly, the sleuths seized
several articles that include
seven mobile phones (in-
cluding the one connected
in this case), 59 SIM cards
(including the subject
SIMs), 19 stamps, 31 bank
ATM cards, including the
one involved in this case, 9
Pan cards, one laptop, one
external hard disk, KMC
documents, Rs 3 lakh cash
etc. An Excel file containing
245 bank accounts’ con-
trolling credentials like ac-
count numbers, mobile
numbers, g-mail ids, pass-
words, etc were also re-
covered.

New Town minor’s death:
Autopsy reveals victim
‘strangled to death’

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The preliminary post-
mortem report of the minor
girl whose body with torn
apparel was recovered
from a bush on land near
the Lohapool in New Town
on Friday morning has re-
vealed that she was stran-
gled to death. One of the
several CCTV footage re-
covered by the police dur-
ing the course of the
investigation has identified
the minor seated in be-
tween two youths on a mo-
torcycle.

The sleuths are trying
to find out where they
went. Evidence of using
force on the minor has also
been found with injuries in
her genitals and nail

scratches in several parts
of her body. However, the
allegations of rape that sur-
faced can be ascertained
only after the detailed post-
mortem report matched
with other evidence.

The victim was earlier
a resident of Shyamnagar
area in New Town but
presently lived in Gouran-
ganagar area. The victim
was seen along with two
youths from Gourangana-
gar to Jatragachi. Tracing
the two youths is the top
priority for the sleuths to
unearth the case. A case
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act has al-
ready been registered by
the police.

Police arrest 1 for
‘impersonation’ & ‘rape’

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Jadavpur Police Sta-
tion has arrested a person
on charges of imperson-
ation and allegedly raping
a student, with the false
promise of offering her a
role in acting. A family
member of the victim,
based at Baghajatin, had
filed a compliant that
sometime on or before
February 7, two persons
namely Pratik Pal alias
Sayan and Tapan Pal alias
Aniket Basu hatched up a
criminal conspiracy and al-

legedly impersonated and
raped her and later threat-
ened the victim with dire
consequences if  she
opened out with the mat-
ter.

The two had posed as
film directors and took ad-
vantage of the victims’ de-
sire to act in films. Acting
on the complaint, police ar-
rested Tapan from Bijoyna-
gar area on Friday night.
Another accused Pratik
Paul (37) of Nonacharan
Pukur Bazar under Tita-
garh PS is still absconding.

Bengal govt forms SLISC

MI News Service, Kolkata:
To accelerate the invest-
ment and project clear-
ance process, the state
government announced
the formation of the state-
level Investment Synergy
Committee (SLISC). The
committee will be headed
by state chief secretary
Manoj Pant with heads of
19 departments and direc-
torates/organisations
being a part. The initiative
is to provide a stream-
lined, single-window in-
terface for approvals,
enabling entrepreneurs
and investors to obtain re-
quired clearances without
unnecessary delays. The
steps are to ensure a

seamless flow of informa-
tion, efficient redressal of
issues and institutionalise
best practices from within
the departments. This new
system shall also build an
effective monitoring and
follow-up mechanism,
synergise  inter-depart-
mental coordination, in-
crease  efficacy and
transparency into the sys-
tem and integrate with
other related online por-
tals for creating a single
bucket of information for
intending investors.

The departments in
the Committee include In-
dustry and Commerce
(convenor), MSME, Public
Works Department, Urban

Development and Munici-
pal Affairs, Fire and Emer-
gency Services, Labour,
Home and Hill Affairs,
Land and Land Reforms,
Finance,  Environment,
Power, Panchayat and
Rural Develop-ment, Pub-
lic Health Engineering,
Forest, Tourism, Informa-
tion Technology, Law, Po-
lice  Directorate  and
Pollution Control Board.
The SLISC will be a
single-point interface fa-
cilitating timely approvals.
It will remove bottlenecks
through interdepartmen-
tal coordination and en-
able real-time monitoring
of projects. It will further
ensure grievance redres-

sal and data integration.

The committee will sit
fortnightly to review and
address pending applica-
tions. The Industry and
Commerce  department
will provide secretariat as-
sistance to the committee.
There will be an Invest-
ment Synergy Committee
at district level which will
be headed by the District
Magistrate for taking up is-
sues with the SLISC for
prompt interventions as
and when required. The
SLISC  would further
strengthen Bengal’s posi-
tion as a leading invest-
ment destination and
provide unmatched sup-
port to investors.

Madhyamik:
plying ‘exam special’ buses

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West
Corporation
(WBTC) has announced special bus
services for Madhyamik examinees
on exam days to ensure that they
reach their examination centres on
time without any difficulties.

The Madhyamik examinations
begins on Monday, February 10, and
will continue until February 22.
Exams are scheduled for February
10, 11, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22.
Nine special buses will operate on
these exam days at 9 am and 2:15
pm on various routes in Kolkata and
surrounding areas to facilitate stu-
The designated routes
include Tollygunge to Ghatakpukur,
Howrah Station to Mohan Ghosh Col-

Bengal  Transport

dent travel.

lege, Barasat to Amtala WBTC Bus
Stand, Park Circus to Dankuni, Ra-
jabazar to Ghatakpukur, Howrah
Station to Amtala to WBTC Bus
Stand, Barasat to Barrackpore, Ra-
jabazar to Chaitolghat, and Bel-
gachia to Tikiapara via BBD Bag. In
addition to these services, a non-AC
standby bus will be stationed at Es-
planade Compound from 8:30 am to
3:00 pm to handle any emergencies.
Apart from buses, WBTC will also
operate two special tram services for
examinees. These trams will run on
Route 5 from Shyambazar Terminus
to Esplanade and Route 25 from
Gariahat to Esplanade at 9 am and
2:15 pm. Regular fares will be
charged on all special buses and

WBTC mulls

trams, which will be marked with
‘Examination Special’ signs.
commodate the increased demand
for transport on exam days, WBTC
will deploy an adequate number of
buses. Leave restrictions will be im-
posed on crew members during this
period, except in cases of extreme
emergencies.
will be granted to employees with
children appearing for the exams or
those taking the exams themselves.
On-duty crew members have been
instructed to assist students and
their companions throughout their
journey. To ensure smooth opera-
tions, buses will be concentrated be-
tween 6:30 am to 10 am, and 2 pm
to 5 pm on exam days.

To ac-

However, exemptions

Rapido proposes Rs 150-Cr
investment in Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Ride-sharing platform
Rapido has proposed to in-
vest Rs 150 crore in the
mobility and infrastructure
segment in West Bengal
with majority of the invest-
ment expected to go into
urban mobility, the com-
pany said. Announcing the
signing of an initial pact
with the state's transport
department to this effect,
Rapido said as part of the
partnership it will intro-
duce a dedicated fleet of
pink-coloured two-wheel-
ers and four-wheelers,
driven by women captains,
ensuring a secure and

comfortable experience for
female passengers under
its Pink Mobility Initiative,
a programme designed to
provide safe and reliable
commuting options for
women. Currently, execut-
ing 1 lakh rides per day
across Bengal, Rapido's
operations have become
an integral part of daily
commuting in the state,
the company said.

"As part of this collab-
oration, Rapido will invest
Rs 150 crore towards key
initiatives focused on elec-
tric mobility, women's
safety in transportation,
and road safety aware-

ness. A significant portion
of this investment -- Rs
130 crore -- will be di-
rected towards the devel-
opment of urban electric
mobility,” Rapido said.

The company said it
aims to deploy electric ve-
hicles across Kolkata and
other parts of the state
while also working on
building the necessary in-
frastructure to support a
seamless transition to sus-
tainable transportation for
improving last-mile con-
nectivity.

"West Bengal has al-
ways been an important
market for us. Our invest-

ment in electric mobility
and the Pink Mobility fleets
reflect our commitment to
sustainable and women-
friendly transport solu-
tions. We look forward to
working closely with the
Transport Department (of
West Bengal)," said Pavan
Guntupalli, Co-founder of
Rapido. To further encour-
age women's participation
in the transport sector,
Rapido will provide finan-
cial assistance worth Rs 12
crore over the next three
years, enabling women
captains to own and oper-
ate their vehicles, the com-
pany said.

KMC to hand

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Based on the survey con-
ducted by it as part of its
hawker policy, the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) will soon begin
handing over vending cer-
tificates to registered
hawkers. The civic body
had last year conducted a
hawker survey, both phys-
ical and digital, to identify
hawkers and get them reg-
istered.

This was done to
streamline their trade in a

bid to prevent random en-
croachment of pavements.
Several hawking zones
were identified where the
registered hawkers would
be given designated spaces
for trade. According to the
KMC’s survey, the number
of registered hawkers in
the city is around 54,000.
The survey recorded the
place of business, name,
PAN and Aadhaar card de-
tails of each hawker. In ad-
dition, the location of the
hawkers was precisely

over vending
certificates to hawkers

marked through digital
geo-tagging. This will en-
sure they are not moving
out of their designated
spaces. According to the
KMC officials, in addition
to demarcating specific
places for hawkers to do
business, non-vending
zones were also identified.
IT is being expected that
the streamlining of hawk-
ers will reduce traffic con-
gestion and help prevent
road accidents by leaving
adequate space on the

pavement for pedestrians
who are otherwise pushed
onto the road due to hawk-
ers grabbing footpaths.
The main objective of
the hawker policy is to re-
duce encroachment and
ensure the convenience of
pedestrians. Mayor Firhad
Hakim said that everyone
has the right to earn liveli-
hood but not by putting
others in jeopardy. “We
are not against hawkers
but we want safety for
pedestrians,” he had said.

Raj Bhawan issues legal notice to 2 TMC MLAs

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Raj
Bhawan sent a fresh legal notice to
TMC MLAs of Bhagwangola and
Hossain
Sarkar and Syantika Banerjee.
The MLAs stated they would re-
spond to the notice legally. The
notice relates to their absence at
Raj Bhavan for oath-taking.

After a month-long standoff

Baranagar — Reyat

wrote to

between Raj Bhavan and the state
Assembly, Speaker Biman Baner-
jee ultimately administered the
oaths to TMC MLAs Rayat Hossain
Sarkar (Bhagwangola) and Sayan-
tika Banerjee (Baranagar).
Governor C V Ananda Bose
President
Murmu, dubbing that the Assem-
bly Speaker administering oaths

tion”.

Droupadi

to two newly elected TMC MLAs
was a “violation of the Constitu-
Governor later appointed
Deputy Speaker Asish Banerjee to
administer oaths of the two MLAs.
The Deputy Speaker, however, re-
fused to administer the oath as it
would insult the chair of the Speaker
as the latter was present in the As-
sembly.

Bengal govt to allow 30% of tea garden land for non-tea purposes

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Bengal government has
decided to allow 30 per cent of tea garden land for non-

tea purposes in a bid to encourage estate
owners to explore alternative business
activities.The announcement was made
by chief minister Mamata Banerjee. She |s. |
“We have taken some decisions. |

Now, wherever in tea gardens, land is
available, where tea plantations are not
there, we are allowing 30 per cent for

said,

believes it would allow tea gardens to generate additional
revenue at a time the tea plantation sector is going

hotel business, for commercial utilisa- i

tion, for eco-tourism purposes.’
Earlier, the state had allowed 15 per

cent of tea garden land, which are given to estate owners
under long term lease, for non-tea activities. The state

through a downcycle as supply outstrips

4 demand. The CM said the decision

would create employment for local peo-

g ple. Many tea gardens in north Bengal
#| have taken advantage of the existing

scheme and submitted proposals to de-
| velop tourism, healthcare and education

facilities. The most successful diversifi-

4 cation gambit has so far been Ambuja
Neotia’s hotel,

operated by Taj, in

= Makaibari tea estate. Tea garden own-
ers welcomed the decision. “Given the distress in Dooars
and Darjeeling, it is a good step,” they said.
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Miscellaneous

Name Change

I, Sirajul Molla(Old Name) S/O
Late Ucchup Molla @ Ucchup
Molya,Residing At Vill-Paschim
Padmapukur,Po-Chandibari,Ps-
Minakhan,Dist 24 Parganas
North,Pin-743502,West Bengal.
Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Siraj Molla(New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 06/02/
2025 .That Sirajul Molla (Old
Name) And Siraj Molla (New
Name) Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Rajiv Seksaria (Old Name) son
of Mahabir Prasad Seksaria, re-
siding at 36, Tollygunge Circular
Road, Block-B, Flat No-102, New
Alipore, Kolkata- 700053, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Rajiv Kumar Seksaria
(new name) as declared before
the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 07/02/2025. Rajiv Kumar
Seksaria (New Name) and Rajiv
Seksaria (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) MAYA SARKAR W/o-
MANIK SARKAR, Residing at, Vill-
Nabakrishna Pally, Post- Malda,
Ps- Englishbazar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732101, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from MAYA SARKAR To
MAYA DUTTA (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) MAYA DUTTA in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the mnotary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 29
January 2025, MAYA DUTTA and
MAYA SARKAR both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Rakesh Mondal (old name) S/O
Late Balaram Mondal, residing at
Bibeknagar, Noapara, P.O.-
Shyamnagar, P.S.- Basudebpur,
North 24 Pgs, 743127, West Ben-
gal, INDIA have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Paresh Mondal (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Barrackpore ,
North 24 Pgs on 10/01/2025.
Paresh Mondal (new name) and
Rakesh Mondal (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) HAFIJUL HOQUE
S/o- ABDULSATTAR SEKH, Re-
siding at, Vill- Baburbag
Paschimpara, Post- Rajbati, Ps-
Burdwan, Dist- Purba Bard-
haman, Pin- 713104, West Ben-
gal. Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from HAFI-
JUL HOQUE To AMZAD HOS-
SAIN (New name) and hence
forth I Shall be Known as (New
name) AMZAD HOSSAIN in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the mnotary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 29
January 2025, AMZAD HOSSAIN
and HAFIJUL HOQUE both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Hasanoor Jaman Sardar (old
name) son of Md Akram Ali Sar-
dar, residing at Dakshin Ram-
chandrakhali, PO- Sonakhali, P.S-
Basanti, Baruipur, Pin: 743312,
West Bengal, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Hasanoor Jaman
Sardar (new name) as declared
before the Notary Public at
Kolkata  dated 06/02/2025.
Hasanoor Jaman Sardar (old
name) and Md Hasanoor Jaman
Sardar (new name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Kshama Upadhyay (0Old Name)
wife of Joy Gopal Upadhyay and
daughter of Late Bidya Pati
Chakraborty (father) and Late
Snehalata Chakraborty (mother),
residing at Flat 2B, Block-5,
Katyayani Apartment, 31 Ital-
gacha Road, P.O.- Italgacha,
North 24 Pgs, Pin-700079, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Kshama Moyee Upad-
hyay (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 07/02/2025. Kshama
Moyee Upadhyay (New Name)
and Kshama Upadhyay (Old
Name) both are same and identi-
cal person.

Name Change

I, NEMI CHAND (Old Name) S/O
Late BHANWAR LAL Residing at
27/5(Plot-272) Sahapur Colony,
P.S.-New Alipore, District -
Kolkata, Pin - 700053, West Ben-
gal, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
NEMI CHAND SHARMA (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public govt of India vide affi-
davit Dated 06-02-2025. NEMI
CHAND (Old Name) and NEMI
CHAND SHARMA (New Name)
both are same and one identical
person.

Name Change

I, Kashmira Khatun (Old Name)
wife of Alauddin Mondal and
daughter of Md Akbar Ali (father)
and Porijan Bibi (mother), resid-
ing at G M Sarani, Airport, Ra-
jarhat Gopalpur (M), North 24
Parganas, Pin-700052, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Kashmira Bibi (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, dated
07/02/2025. Kashmira Bibi (New
Name) and Kashmira Khatun
(0ld Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, Sulekha Majumder W/o Kiran
Chandra Majumder Residing at
Vill - Dhakuria, P.o - Dhakuria
Kalibari, P.s - Gaighata, District -
24 Pgs(N), Pin- 743245 West Ben-
gal India shall henceforth be
known as Sulekha Hira Ma-
jumder. I declare that Sulekha
Majumder and Sulekha Hira Ma-
jumder is same and one identical
person by virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public,
Kolkata on 06-02-2025.

Name Change

I, Pawan Agarwal (Old Name) son
of Late Khem Chand Agarwal (fa-
ther) and Sabitri Devi Agarwal
(mother), residing at Diamond En-
clave 113 Diamond Harbour
Road, Flat 5C, 5th Floor, Behala,
Circus Avenue, Kolkata- 700034,
West  Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall hence
forth be known as Pawan Kr
Agarwal (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 07/02/2025. Pawan
Kr Agarwal (New Name) and
Pawan Agarwal (Old Name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Najrul Islam S/o Iman Ali Sk Re-
siding at Vill+ P.o - Chhoto Andu-
lia, P.s - Chapra, District - Nadia,
Pin - 741124 West Bengal India
shall henceforth be known as Na-
jrul Islam Sekh. I declare that Na-
jrul Islam and Najrul Islam Sekh
is same and one identical person
by virtue of an affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary public,Kolkata on
07-02-2025.

Name Change

I, Samad Ali Mahaldar S/o Kheder
Mahaldar Residing at Vill -
Hantra, P.o - Chhoto Andulia, P.s -
Chapra, District - Nadia, Pin -
741124 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Chhamad
Mahaldar. I declare that Samad
Ali Mahaldar and Chhamad Ma-
haldar is same and one identical
person by virtue of an affidavit
sworn  before the Notary
public,Kolkata on 07-02-2025

Name Change

I, Rachna Agarwal (Old Name)
wife of Pawan Agarwal, residing
at Diamond Enclave 113 Dia-
mond Harbour Road, Flat 5C, 5th
Floor, Behala, Circus Avenue,
Kolkata- 700034, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Nidhi Agarwal (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, dated 07/02/2025. Nidhi
Agarwal (New Name) and Rachna
Agarwal (Old Name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Sudipta Dey (old name) D/o.
Goutam Dey, W/o. Monodip Dutta,
R/o. Ashutosh Neogy Goli, Chan-
dannagar, Hooghly-712136, W.B.,
have changed my name to
Sudipta Dey Dutta (new name)
vide an affidavit no. 6349 sworn
before Judicial Magistrate, Chan-
dannagar, Hooghly Court on
19/12/24. Sudipta Dey D/o.
Goutam Dey & Sudipta Dey Dutta
W/o. Monodip Dutta both are the
same & one identical person.

Name Change

I, Ajay Krishna Paul (Old Name)
son of Niranjan Paul, residing at
po-DEULPOTA ,vi-Babupur ,p.S.-
Sutahata, East Medinipur, Pin-
721603 West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Ajay
Paul (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
dated 07/02/2025. Ajay Paul (New
Name) and Ajay Krishna Paul
(0ld Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change

I, Sijy Parakattil Varkey D/o Late
Ouseph Varkey Parakattil R/o
Vianney Home 9/3 Middleton row
Kolkata 700071 in my passport
(being no. K6662739) my name
has been wrongly recorded as
sijy parakattil varkey instead of
my actual name Sijy Parakattil &
surname Varkey as mentioned in
my Aadhaar Card. That Sijy
Parakattil Varket and name Sijy
Parkattil surname- Varkey both
are same and one identical per-
son i.e., myself vide affidavit
dated 06.02.25 before Notary
Public at Kolkata.

Name Change

I, Sirajul Sk And Sirajul Shaikh,
Son Of Moslem Sheikh, Residing
At Vill - Krishnapur,Po - Mahi-
rampur, Diamond Harbour -
743504,West Bengal,Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Sirajul Sheikh
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public Kolkata On
31/01/2025.That Sirajul Sk And
Sirajul Shaikh And Sirajul Sheikh
All Are The Same And One Iden-
tical Person.

Name Change

I, Samiul Sk,Son Of Sirajul Sheikh,
Residing At Vill - Krishnapur,Po -
Mahirampur, Diamond Harbour -
743504,West  Bengal,  Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Samiul
Shaikh Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate At Diamond Harbour
On 01/02/2025.That Samiul Sk
And Samiul Shaikh Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Enhanced Safety Measures Imple-
mented at LC Gate No. 97/E on
Krishnanagar-Lalgola Section

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant step to-
wards enhancing safety
and reliability, Level Cross-
ing (LC) Gate No. 97/E, lo-
cated between Debagram
and Plassey stations in the
Krishnanagar-Lalgola sec-
tion, has been interlocked
on 8th February 2025. The
following advanced safety
features have been incor-
porated to ensure seam-
less and secure railway
operations:1. Mini Inte-
grated Power Supply Sys-
tem (IPS) — Prevents signal
blanking, ensuring contin-
uous power supply.2. Pro-
vision of Data Logger
(RTU) - Facilitates real-
time  monitoring and
recording of signal opera-
tions.3. Voice Logger Tele-
phone - Enhances
communication efficiency
for gate operations.4. Elec-
trical Lifting Barrier with
Standby Sliding Barrier —
Ensures reliable gate oper-
ation with backup provi-
sions.5. Three-Aspect
Signal Unit for Road Signal
& Hooter — Improves road
user awareness and safety
at the crossing.6. Ap-
proach Warning System -
Provides an early alert for
approaching trains.7. Two-
Aspect Colour Light LED
Gate Signal - Enhances
visibility and clarity of sig-

—

nal indications.8. Mainte-
nance-Free Earth System —
Ensures consistent electri-
cal grounding for im-
proved reliability.9. Gate
Panel with IPS & Track
Charger Failure Alarm -
Enables quick response to
system failures, ensuring
uninterrupted operation.
These upgrades reaffirm
Eastern Railway’s commit-
ment to passenger and
public safety by integrating
advanced technological so-
lutions to enhance the effi-
ciency of railway crossings.

Ministry of tourism’s AMALGAM
draws huge response

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Ministry of Tourism,
government of India hosted
"AMALGAM 2025 recently
in Kolkata. The occasion
was made even more spe-
cial by the presence of es-
teemed dignitaries,
including Celebrity Chef
Kunal Kapur, Renowned
Actor Parambrata Chatter-
jee, and renowned Actress
Mimi Chakraborty. Min-

istry of Tourism, govern-
ment of India’s "AMALGAM
2025 - Flavours & Folk
Dances of India" done in
association with GNIHM
and The Yuva Tourism
Club showcased a wide
range of food stalls, offer-
ing a variety of delicious
dishes, desserts, and re-
freshing drinks, all infused
with the diverse and rich
flavours of India.

City hosts 32nd Annual conf of lIA

MI News Service, Kolkata: The city of Kolkata recently
hosted the 32nd Annual Conference of Institute of Inter-
nal Auditors (IIA), bringing together industry leaders,
audit professionals, and experts to explore the transfor-
mative potential of Artificial Intelligence in the realm of
internal auditingThe event was organized under leader-
ship of Kallol Mitra, President, IIA India Kolkata Chapter,
and Arijit Roy, Convenor, Conference Committee.

Sandeep Kumar Gupta, Chairman and Managing Di-
rector GAIL, was the chief guest, and Burzin Dubash,
President IIA India being Guest of Honour . An event spe-
cial souvenir on this occasion is published under editor-
ship of CA Suman Chaudhury.

Name Change

ILKhan Reyaz, Son Of Zahir
Khan,Residing At 85/X/2 Topsia
Road,Tiljala, Kolkata - 700039,
West Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Md Reyaz Khan Vide
An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
07/02/2025.That Khan Reyaz And
Md Reyaz Khan Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change

I, (0ld Name) MANIK LAL
SARKAR S/o- Late MATHUR
SARKAR, Residing at, Vill- Naba
krishna Pally, Post- Malda, Ps-
Englishbazar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732101, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from MANIK LAL SARKAR
To MANIK SARKAR (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) MANIK SARKAR in
all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 29
January 2025, MANIK SARKAR
and MANIK LAL SARKAR both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) MD SAMAUN SK
S/o- HAJI ABDUL LATIB SEKH,
Residing at, Vill- Salua Bildhari-
para, Post- Baruipara, Ps- Hari-
harpara, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742165, West Bengal. Do hearby
declare that I have Changed my
name from MD SAMAUN SK To
SAMAUN SK (New name) and
hence forth I Shall be Known as
(New name) SAMAUN SK in all
purpose Vide an affidavit Sworn
before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 29
January 2025, SAMAUN SK and
MD SAMAUN SK both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Km Hena Khatun D/O, Faiyaj
Ahmad R/o 3rd Floor, 36/1e/1d/5,
Topsia Road, Uttar Panchanna
Gram, West Bengal, Kolkata -
700100 have changed my name
to Hena Khatoon.

Name Change

I, Manisha Jaiswal R/o New
Town, Kolkata 700156 have
changed my minor daughter's
name from Adwiti Shaw to Adwiti
Jaiswal vide affidavit number
1130, Dt:06-02-2025.

Name Change

I, Mary Hembrom (Old Name)
W/0 Anil Hembrom resident of
West  Santinagar  (Prantik),
Howrah, 711227 West Bengal
(full address) do hereby declare
that I have changed my name
from Mary Hembrom (0Old Name)
to Mary Murmu Hembrom (New
/Correct Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Mary Murmu
Hembrom (New/Correct Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit no B-
1067/02 sworn before notary
public at (Howrah) on (20.
02.2002) Mary Murmu Hembrom
(New/Correct name) and Mary
Hembrom (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) JASMIN FIRDOUS
W/o- AMZAD HOSSAIN, Residing
at, Vill- Baburbag Paschimpara,
Post- Rajbati, Ps- Burdwan, Dist-
Purba Bardhaman, Pin- 713104,
West Bengal. Do hearby declare
that I have Changed my name
from JASMIN FIRDOUS To JEN-
NATUL FIRDOUS (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) JENNATUL FIR-
DOUS in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit Sworn before the notary
public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad On 29 January 2025, JEN-
NATUL FIRDOUS and JASMIN
FIRDOUS both are Same and one
identical person.

NRAI Premier League
3.0 in Kolkata

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The National Restaurant As-
sociation of India (NRAI)
Kolkata Chapter proudly
wrapped up its flagship
cricket tournament, NPL 3.0 -
NRAI Premier League re-
cently in Kolkata. The Orchid
Arena in Topsia was the
venue of the event. This
year’s edition of NPL wit-
nessed a special highlight, as
former Indian cricketer
Ashok Dinda presided as
Chief Guest for the hugely
popular event, inspiring at-
tendees with his presence and
words of encouragement.

Name Correction

I, MAFUJ RAHAMAN MALLICK S/o
Late Lutfar Rahaman Mallick, of
Vill & P.O. - Furfura, P.S. - Jangi-
para, Dist.-Hooghly, Pin- 712706,
do hereby declare by the affidavit
before the 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate at Serampore, Hooghly,
vide No. - 1552, dated 07/02/2025.
That my Aadhaar Card being No. -
2964 3170 4972 and Voter Card
being No.- BCJ2758209 and PAN
Card being No. - BPXPM6522E
where my name written and
recorded as MAFUJ RAHAMAN
HALDER and my date of Birth is
05/08/1985 which is recorded in
my Aadhaar Card, that my pass-
port being No. -J8732737 wherein
my name has been written and
recorded as MAFUJ RAHMAN
MALLICK and my date of birth has
been written and recorded as
01/10/1985.1 declare by the affi-
davit that MAFUJ RAHAMAN
MALLICK and MAFUJ RAHMAN
MALLICK are one and same iden-
tical person and my original date
of birth is 05/08/1985.

AFFIDAVITI
Alauddin Molla son of late Abdul
Latif Molla residing at Village
Post- Alampur, P.S. — Nodakhali,
Dist. South 24 Parganas, but my
name in passport has been shown
as MD. ALAUDDIN MOLLA. Vide
an Affidavit on 8 February, 2025
I shall henceforth be known as
ALAUDDIN MOLLA and Md.
Alauddin Molla and Alauddin
Molla are same identical person.

Stress Management
Camp for Metro Staff

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Metro Railway has been
taking all possible safety
measures to ensure safe
and secured services for its
lakhs of commuters. As
per the instructions of Shri
P Uday Kumar Reddy, Gen-
eral Manager, Metro Rail-
way, regular mock drills,
tutorials, special sessions
etc are being organised on
regular basis to impart
proper and updated train-
ing to Metro staff. In an
unique initiative, Metro
authorities have organised
a Stress Management
Camp from 08th to 12th
February, 2025 at Noapara
Crew Lobby. In this camp,
Motormen, supervisors,

and office staff of Electrical
and Finance Departments

are participating. This has
been the second such
camp being organised for

the benefit of the Metro
Motormen and also the
first such camp being or-
ganised at Noapara Crew
Lobby.This camp,organ-
ised by the Electrical Engi-
neering Department, is
expected to help Motor-
men and other staff of dif-
ferent departments to
manage their stress well
and improve their produc-
tivity. In this camp, the les-
sons on ‘Art of Living °,
founded by Shri Shri Ravi
Shankar are being im-
parted which would act as
tension and stress buster
for Metro staff.Each par-
ticipant in this five-day
long camp is practising
yoga, meditation,Sudar-
shan Kriya etc. under the
watchful eyes of experi-

enced trainers to remain
stress-free and face any
situation calmly.

ER enhances safety and efficiency with
infrastructure upgradation between

Khagraghat Road and Karna Subarna

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Eastern Railway has suc-
cessfully completed the in-
sertion of RCC boxes and
slabs as a step further to-
wards elimination of Level
Crossing Gate 24/A/9 in the
Khagraghat Road — Karna
Subarna block section of
the Katwa - Azimganj
section under the Howrah
division and substitution of
the level crossing with
Limited Height Subway for
more safety and mobility.
This crucial work was ex-
ecuted on February 8,
2025, through a planned
engineering block which
completed well within time
with minimum disturbance
to train movements. In
shadow of this block East-
ern Railway has success-
fully completed important
maintenance and upgra-
dation work on the rail-
way’s traction system
between Khagraghat Road
and Karna Subarna sta-
tions. This work was car-
ried out as part of ongoing
efforts to enhance passen-
ger safety, improve train
punctuality, and ensure
smooth and efficient oper-
ations. Regular mainte-
nance of the overhead
electric system is crucial
for preventing technical
failures, reducing delays,
and ensuring a seamless
travel experience for pas-
sengers. These improve-
ments will not only
enhance the reliability of
train services but also con-

tribute to the overall effi-
ciency of the railway net-
work.As part of the work,
maintenance of the over-
head electric system was
carried out at multiple lo-
cations, including neces-
sary repairs and
adjustments to key compo-
nents that supply power to
trains. Several sections of
the contact wire and sup-
porting equipment were
overhauled, improving the
stability and durability of
the system. Additionally,
vital inspections and ad-
justments were made to
ensure that the power sup-
ply remains uninterrupted

and trains can run
smoothly without disrup-
tions. To further

strengthen the infrastruc-
ture, adjustments were
made to the alignment of
certain sections of the
overhead wires to optimize
performance.Eastern Rail-
way remains committed to
upgrading railway infra-
structure for a safer and
more efficient travel expe-
rience. Passengers can ex-
pect improved reliability
and better on-time per-
formance as a result of
these enhancements. The
railway authorities appre-
ciate the cooperation of
passengers during these
essential works and will
continue to undertake nec-
essary improvements to
provide a more comfort-
able and hassle-free jour-
ney.

Regulation 0f Trains Due To
Developmental Works In Adra Division

MI News Service, Kolkata: In view of developmental works in
Adra Division, the following trains will be regulated as under:

Cancellation of Trains : (1)

68090/68089 Adra-Midna-

pore-Adra MEMU will remain cancelled on 10.02.2025,
14.02.2025 & 16.02.2025. (2) 68045/ 68046 Adra-Asansol-
Adra MEMU will remain cancelled from 10.02.2025 to 16.02.
2025 (3) 63594/63593 Asansol-Purulia-Asansol MEMU on

10.02.2025, 14.02.2025 & 15.02.2025. (4)

18019/ 18020

Jhargram-Dhanbad-Jhargram Express will remain cancelled
on 10.02. 2025, 13.02.2025 & 16.02. 2025 (5) 68053/68054
Adra- Barabhum-Adra MEMU will remain cancelled on
10.02.2025 (6) 13504/ 13503 Hatia-Barddhaman-Hatia
MEMU Express will remain cancelled on 10.02.2025
Diversion of Train: (1) 18601 Tatanagar-Hatia Express,
Journey commencing on 14.02.2025 will run on diverted route

via, Chandil-Gunda Bihar-Muri.

Short-termination/ Short origination of Trains: (1)
68056/68060 Tatanagar-Asansol-Barabhum MEMU, Journey
commencing on 14.02.2025 will be short-terminated at/short

originated from Adra.

Inauguration of Newly
Constructed Road Over Bridge at
Level Crossing No. 02 in Bettiah

by Ashwini Vaishnaw

-~ 2 3

MI News Service, Hajipur:
On February 9, 2025, a
grand ceremony was held
in Bettiah to dedicate the
newly constructed Road
Over Bridge (ROB) at Level
Crossing No. 02 to the na-

tion. The event was
presided over by Shri Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, Hon'ble
Minister of Railways, In-
formation & Broadcasting,
and Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology, Govern-
ment of India. In a
symbolic gesture celebrat-
ing women empowerment,
the inauguration was con-
ducted by women repre-
sentatives. During the
event, a strong demand
was raised by the gathered
public and dignitaries for
the introduction of a Vande
Bharat train between
Gorakhpur and Patna via
Bettiah. The Hon’ble Min-
ister assured that the de-
mand would be considered
and mentioned that sev-
eral new Vande Bharat
trains would soon be intro-
duced across India. He
also reviewed the 3D
model of the redeveloped
Bettiah railway station,
which is being upgraded
under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme. The event
was attended by several
distinguished guests, in-
cluding Hon'ble Minister of
State for Coal & Mines,
Shri  Satish ~ Chandra
Dubey; Hon'ble MP Dr.
Sanjay Jaiswal; Hon'ble
MP Shri Sunil Kumar;
Hon'ble MP Shri Gopalji
Thakur; and several MLAs
and other esteemed digni-
taries. Senior railway offi-
cials, including General
Manager of East Central
Railway, Shri Chhatrasal
Singh, and Divisional Rail-
way Manager of Samas-
tipur Division, Shri Vinay
Srivastava, were also pres-
ent.

Rail Budget Allocation

for Bihar at a Record High:
Following the event, the
Hon'ble  Minister ad-

dressed a press conference
at Bettiah railway station,
where he highlighted the
massive increase in rail-
way budget allocation for
Bihar. He stated that be-
tween 2009 and 2014,
Bihar used to receive an
average annual railway
budget of %1,132 crore,
whereas in the current
year, the Government of
India, under the leader-
ship of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi,
has allocated a record
10,066 crore for Bihar.
This is nearly nine times
the previous allocation.
This increased budget has
resulted in record levels of
new railway line construc-
tion, electrification, intro-
duction of new trains,
station  redevelopment,
and enhanced passenger
amenities in Bihar. The
Minister  further an-
nounced that 395,566
crore is being invested for
the comprehensive trans-
formation of Bihar’s rail-
way infrastructure over
the next five years.

He also highlighted
that: 2009-2014: An aver-
age of 64 km of new rail-
way lines was constructed
annually in Bihar 2014-
2025: This increased to an
average of 167 km per
year, which is 2.6 times
higher. Since 2014, a total
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of 1,832 km of new railway
lines have been con-
structed in Bihar, equiva-
lent to the total railway
network of Malaysia. Since
2014, 3,020 km of railway
tracks have been electri-
fied, achieving 100% elec-
trification in Bihar.

Key Railway Projects in
Champaran and Bihar:
The Hon'ble Minister also
announced that under the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, 98 railway sta-
tions in Bihar, including
Bettiah, Bapudham Moti-
hari, Narkatiaganj, and
Raxaul, are being redevel-
oped. Additionally, the
Cabinet has approved the
doubling of the Narkatia-
ganj-Raxaul-Sitamarhi-
Darbhanga railway
section. Currently, dou-
bling work is underway on
the Valmikinagar-Sagauli
and Sagauli-Muzaffarpur
railway sections. Upon
completion, these projects
will enable the operation
of more trains in the re-
gion.

Inspection of Gorakh-
pur-Valmikinagar-Bettiah
Railway Section: Earlier in
the day, the Hon'ble Minis-
ter conducted a window
trailing inspection of the
Gorakhpur-Valmikinagar-
Bettiah railway section via
a special train. He was
warmly welcomed by local
citizens and railway offi-
cials at Valmikinagar,
Bagaha, and Narkatiaganj
railway stations.

Completion of %103
Crore ROB in Bettiah: The
newly constructed Road
Over Bridge (ROB) at Level
Crossing No. 02 near Bet-
tiah (Chhawani) was ap-
proved with a total cost of
%103 crore to ease traffic
congestion in Bettiah city.

March 2024: Hon’ble
PM Shri Narendra Modi in-
augurated the Bettiah-
Lauria lane of the ROB.
May 2024: The Mainatand
and Narkatiaganj lanes
were opened. January
2025: The final phase of
the ROB was completed
and dedicated to the na-
tion by the Hon’ble Rail-
way Minister. This ROB
will significantly reduce
traffic congestion, improve
road connectivity, and en-
hance railway safety.

Redevelopment of
Muzaffarpur Junction:
After inaugurating the
ROB in Bettiah, the
Hon'ble Minister pro-
ceeded to Muzaffarpur
Junction, where he re-
viewed the 3D model of the
redeveloped station. He
announced that Muzaf-
farpur Junction is being
developed into a world-
class station at a cost of
442 crore.

During a press briefing
in Muzaffarpur, he also
mentioned: The govern-
ment plans to introduce
100 Amrit Bharat trains
for long-distance travel
and 50 Namo Bharat
trains for short distances.
95,000 new railway jobs
are in process. Last year,
1.51 lakh recruitments
were done transparently
by Indian Railways. This
press release highlights
the continued commitment
of the Government of India
to transforming Bihar’s
railway infrastructure and
improving connectivity for
its citizens.

Al driven EVT getting mileage in Kolkata

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Al driven enterprise Video
Technology (EVT) is getting a big importance in Kolkata.
The companies working in the city want to take full advan-
tage of industry-friendly policy in the state to enhance Al
technology in the city. Indus Net Technologies (INT), a lead-
ing full-stack digital service company, of Kolkata recently
went for acquisition of RankTech Solutions, a pioneer in en-
terprise video engagement solutions. This strategic acqui-
sition aligns with INT.'s commitment to enhancing customer
experience (CX) for enterprises across various industries.
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Gujarat govt
forms panel
for UCC

MI News Service, Vadod-
hara: The Gujarat govern-
ment formed a committee
under a retired Supreme
Court judge to assess the
need for the Uniform Civil
Code in the state and pre-
pare a draft bill for the
same. The five-member
committee, to be headed
by former Supreme Court
judge Ranjana Desai, will
submit its report within 45
days, Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel said.
"To assess the need for a
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
and to prepare a draft bill
for the same, we have de-
cided to form a committee
under the former judge of
the Supreme Court," he
said. The state government
will take a decision about
the implementation of the
UCC after receiving the re-
port.

Anti-ragging norms:
UGC issues show-
cause notices to 18
med colleges

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The UGC has issued show-
cause notices to 18 medical
colleges for non-compliance
with anti-ragging regula-
tions, officials said. The de-
faulter colleges include two
each in Delhi, Tamil Nadu,
Assam and Puducherry;
three each in Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar; and one
each in Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana, West Bengal and
Uttar Pradesh."It was found
that these colleges had not
complied with the manda-
tory requirements set forth
in the Anti-Ragging Regula-
tions, 2009, for curbing the
menace of ragging. Specifi-
cally, it has come to our no-
tice that the institutions
failed to obtain the anti-rag-
ging undertakings from stu-
dents as required by the
said regulations," University
Grants Commission (UGC)
Secretary Manish Joshi said.
The Anti-Ragging Regula-
tions, 2009, mandate that
every student and their par-
ents and guardians must
submit an anti-ragging un-
dertaking at the time of ad-
mission and at the
beginning of every academic
year. "This undertaking is a
crucial measure to prevent
and deter any incidents of
ragging within educational
institutions. The failure to
secure these undertakings
not only constitutes non-
compliance with the regula-
tions but also puts the
well-being and safety of the
students at risk," Joshi said.
The colleges have been di-
rected to submit a written
explanation within seven
days from the date of re-
ceiving the notice, detailing
the reasons for the lapse
and the steps they intended
to take to immediately rec-
tify this situation. "Failure
to provide a satisfactory ex-
planation within the stipu-
lated time frame will
compel us to proceed with
further necessary actions as
per the provisions of the
Anti-Ragging Regulations,
2009, including but not lim-
ited to the imposition of
penalties and other correc-
tive  measures," Joshi
added.
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Boxer Mat:y Kom at Coal India Marathon 2025 event at Birsa Munda Football Stadium in Ranchi.

Centre slashes fundmg for NIRDP

MI News Service, New Delhi: The fu-
ture of a national institution tasked
with training officials and public rep-
resentatives in rural development has
come under question as funds alloca-
tion to it has nosedived from X73.68
crore in the revised estimate of 2024-
25 to just X1 lakh in the budget of
2025-26. The National Institute of
Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj (NIRDPR), under the rural devel-
opment ministry, conducts training
for capacity building of officials and
elected members of gram panchayats
and zilla parishads on bookkeeping
and modalities of implementing rural
development schemes. It also hand-
holds the State Institutes for Rural
Development (SIRDs) and district ex-
tension training centres. The Hyder-
abad-based NIRDPR, which has
nearly 100 faculty members, offers a
regular postgraduate diploma in
rural development management and
three courses in the distance mode.
The employees' association of the
NIRDPR has issued a statement ex-
pressing shock and concern about the
future of its 222 staffers. "The deci-
sion has shocked and disheartened
the 222 employees and their families
who now face an uncertain future.
What makes the situation more dis-
tressing is that the disengagement de-
cision was taken without consulting
the employees, including 54 from the

SC, seven from the ST and 56 from
the OBC categories.... The unexpected
move raises critical concerns about
the government's commitment to
rural development and decentralisa-
tion," said the statement. Social ac-
tivist Nikhil Dey said the allocation
suggested that the government
seemed to have decided to close down
the NIRDPR. “The allocation of X1
lakh for the NIRDPR gives an impres-
sion that the institute will be closed
down. Apart from training officials
and public representatives, it also
conducts studies to evaluate schemes.
It will be a big loss to the nation if it is

closed down,” Dey said. N.K. Sahu, a
former economic adviser to the rural
development ministry, said the de-
cline in allocation may lead to a col-
lapse of the manpower training
ecosystem.

“The entire rural development
ecosystem of the training of man-
power will break down. The govern-
ment needs to have a relook at the
allocation,” Sahu said. He said every
institution had its shortcomings and
the government must take steps to re-
vamp them, but such an abrupt and
sharp reduction in funds allocation
may not be the correct way forward.
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Sealdah Division has done Girder Launching for another
Foot Over Bridge at Basuldanga kolkata, 3th Feh, 2025.

MI News Service, Kolkata: On the
intervening night of 8th and 9th Feb,
Sealdah Division has accomplished
yet another Mega infrastructure de-
velopment work by Foot Over Bridge
Girder Launching at Basuldanga in
Sealdah South Section. Construction
of a 3 meter wide FOB at Basuldanga
will specifically reduce congestion on
the platforms by making it easier for
commuters to board trains. The
modern design and advanced safety
features of the FOB will provide
more comfortable travel experience
and facilitate easy movement in be-
tween platforms. A traffic and power
block for nine and half hours were
taken from 20:30 hours of
08.02.2025 to 8:00 hours of
09.02.2025 to complete the construc-
tion work. However, the much
awaited infrastructure work was ac-
complished much before the dead-
line and the block was cancelled at
06:30 hours, i.e., before 01 hr 30
min. This achievement was possible
only because of immaculate plan-
ning, perfect execution and fantastic
coordination in between Engineer-
ing, Operating , TRD, Signal & Tele-

com and Commercial Departments
under the inspiring and dynamic
leadership of Sri Deepak Nigam,
DRM/Sealdah.Under the shadow of
this mega block, a number of long
pending installation and mainte-
nance works were done pertaining to
Engineering, S&T, Operating and
Electrical Departments. It was even
more commendable to wind up such
huge shadow works as detailed here
under :- 1. At Mograhut - 3 number

high thrust point machine with thick
web switch installed and crossing
also changed.2. Hotar - 2 numbers
high thrust IRS clamp type points
machine along with thick web switch
installed. 3. Deep screening of plain
track by the BCM machine was done
for 625 meters.4. Deep screening at
the platform no line no. 2 in
Baruipur was done by a modified

BCM machine.5. Total number of

welding done=116.

Unlawful religious conversions:
Rajasthan introduces new bill

MI News Service, Jaipur:
The Rajasthan Prohibition
of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Bill, 2025 was in-
troduced in the ongoing
Budget Session of the state
Assembly. The offence
under the anti-conversion
bill will be cognisable and
non-bailable and triable by
a court.

The Bill is aimed at pro-
hibiting unlawful conver-
sion from one religion to
another and has provisions
for imprisonment of up to
10 years and a fine of up to
Rs 50,000. It was intro-
duced by Health Minister
Gajendra Singh Khinvsar
and will be passed by the
House following a debate
during the session.

Religious conversion by
misrepresentation, force,
undue influence, coercion,
allurement or by any fraud-
ulent means or by mar-
riage has been made an
offence in the Bill. The Bill
provisions imprisonment

for a term not less than one
year but it may extend to
five years with a fine of Rs
15,000. Those who violate
the rules in respect of a
minor, a woman or a per-
son belonging to the Sched-
uled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe shall be punished
with imprisonment for a
term of two years which
may extend to 10 years
along with a fine of Rs
25,000. The bill provisions
three years of jail extend-
ing up to 10 years and a
fine of Rs 50,000 in case of
mass conversion.

However, those who de-
sire to convert his/her reli-
gion shall give a
declaration in the pre-
scribed form at least sixty
days in advance, to the Dis-
trict Magistrate. According
to the aims and objectives
of the Bill, the Constitution
of India guarantees reli-
gious freedom to all people
which reflects the social
harmony and spirit of

India. The objective of this
right is to sustain the spirit
of secularism in India.

"In the recent past,
many such examples have
come to light where gullible
persons have been con-
verted from one religion to
another by misrepresenta-
tion, force, undue influ-
ence, coercion, allurement
or fraudulent means. "The
law related to the right to
religious freedom already
exists in various states of
the country but there was
no statute on the said sub-
ject in Rajasthan. In view of
the above, it was decided to
enact a law to provide for
prohibition of unlawful
conversion," the Bill states.
As per the Bill, the court
shall also grant appropri-
ate compensation payable
by the accused to the victim
of said conversion which
may extend to a maximum
of Rs 5 lakh. The Bill pro-
poses double punishment
for repeat offenders.

India to launch
Chandrayaan-4
mission

MI News Service, New Delhi:
India will launch the Chan-
drayaan-4 mission to bring
back samples of moon rocks
to the Earth in 2027, Science
and Technology Minister Ji-
tendra Singh said.

Chandrayaan-4 will in-
volve at least two separate
launches of the heavylift [VM-
3 rocket that will carry five
different components of the
mission which will be assem-
bled in orbit. "The Chan-
drayaan-4 mission aims to
collect samples from the
moon's surface and bring
them back to the Earth,"
Singh told. The minister said
the Gaganyaan mission,
which involves sending Indian
astronauts in a specially de-
signed spacecraft to low-
earth orbit and bringing them
back safely, will be launched
next year.

In 2026, India will also
launch Samudrayaan, which
will take three scientists in a
submersible up to a depth of
6,000 metres in the deep
ocean, to explore the seabed.
"This achievement will align
with the timelines of India's
other landmark missions, in-
cluding the Gaganyaan space
mission, marking a pleasant
coincidence in the nation's
journey toward scientific ex-
cellence," Singh said.

Singh said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi highlighted
the Samudrayaan mission in
his Independence Day speech.
The minister underscored the
potential of the Samudrayaan
to unlock vast resources, in-
cluding critical minerals, rare
metals, and undiscovered
marine biodiversity, all of
which are crucial for the
country's economic growth
and environmental sustain-
ability. The first uncrewed
mission of the Gaganyaan
project carrying a robot, 'Vy-
ommitra', will also take place
this year. Singh said that
while the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
was established in 1969, it
took more than two decades
to set up the first launch pad
in 1993. The second launch
pad came up in 2004,

Centre considering new law for Safe overseas employment

MI News Service, New Delhi: The
government is seriously consid-

Emigrants) offices in

lishment of PoE (Protector of
states

ering enacting a new legislation
to establish an enabling frame-
work that will promote safe, or-
derly and regular migration for
overseas employment. The pro-
posal to frame a new law comes
at a time when the US has de-
ported 104 illegal Indian immi-
grants. The proposed legislation
on Emigration (Overseas Mobil-
ity (Facilitation and Welfare) Bill,
2024) seeks to replace the Emi-
gration Act of 1983 with a view
to facilitate the circular mobility
of people intending to emigrate
for overseas employment.

This has emerged from a re-
port by the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on External Affairs
chaired by Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor, which was presented in
Parliament on Monday. The
panel also said it desires estab-

where such offices do not exist
currently and additional PoE of-
fices in "migration hotspots", in-
cluding states like Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, etc, should be "expe-
dited" to ensure better outreach
and support for emigrants. The
Committee said the emigration
process in India is governed by
the Emigration Act of 1983, ad-
ministered by the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs through the
Protector General of Emigrants
(PGE).

"Keeping in view the contem-
porary global migration dynam-
ics and the needs of Indian
citizens, the Committee has over
the years underscored the press-
ing need for a comprehensive
legislative overhaul to replace
the outdated provisions of the
Emigration Act 1983," the report

says. "After much delay, the Min-
istry is seriously considering en-
acting a new law tentatively
titled 'Overseas Mobility (Facili-
tation and Welfare) Bill, 2024,""
it said. The Ministry has told the
Committee that the proposed
draft is under consultation with
line Ministries and will, there-
after, be put up for public consul-
tations," it said.

The Committee has said it
desires that it should be "con-
sulted on the salient features of
the Bill" and the enactment of a
revised act reflecting "changed
global migration realities should
be done in a time bound manner
i.e. not later than one year". An
update about the progress made
in this regard may be submitted
to the Committee within three
months, it added. The report fur-
ther said that "after the internal
consultations draft will be put up

for public consultation for 15/30
days thereafter it will be fol-

Tripura,
Ahmedabad, the report said.

Bhubaneswar and

lowed up by Inter Ministerial
Consultations along with the
Draft Cabinet Note on revised
draft". The Ministry has also in-
formed that the Protector Gen-
eral of Emigrants (PGE) oversees
the functioning of all Protector of
Emigrants (PoE) offices across
India. "As of now there are 14 of-
fices of the Protector of Emi-

grants (POEs) located at
Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi,
Kolkata, Chandigarh, Hyder-

abad, Cochin, Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Jaipur, Raebareli, Patna,
Bengaluru, @ Guwahati and
Ranchi. In order to expand the
outreach of the PoEs, the Min-
istry has established additional
PoE offices in Patna, Bengaluru
and Guwahati, which are fully
functional," it said. Additional of-
fices are being planned in

Underlining the need to
spread awareness about safe mi-
gration, the Committee has rec-
ommend that the "Ministry
should collaborate with local
civil society groups, media out-
lets in the most affected regions
to ensure that emigrants are
fully informed about their rights,
processes involved and the risks
of illegal migration". In addition,
the Committee has urged that all
citizens departing India should
be given basic information at the
immigration counters.

A US military aircraft carry-
ing 104 illegal immigrants from
various states landed in Amritsar
in Punjab on Wednesday, the
first such batch of Indians de-
ported by the Trump government
as part of a crackdown against
illegal immigrants.

Gir forest: Incidents
of lions killing domes-
tic animals increase

MI News Service, Gandhi-
nagar: Incidents of lions
killing domestic animals in
Gujarat's Gir forest have
steadily increased, reach-
ing a peak of 4,385 in
2023-24, according to re-

cent government data.
This is despite an increase
in prey animals within the
Gir forest -- the only natu-
ral habitat of the Asiatic
lion -- over the past six
years.

Union  Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav,
citing data from the Gu-
jarat government, in-
formed the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday that incidents of
lions killing domestic ani-

mals rose from 2,605 in
2019-20 to 3,244 in 2020-
21, 3,659 in 2021-22,
3,670 in 2022-23, and
4,385 in 2023-24. There is
a sufficient prey base for
lions in Gir and the popu-
lation of the prey animals
has been increasing, he
said.

Data shows the num-
ber of prey animals in the
Gir forest rose from
1,55,659 (1.55 lakh) in
2019 to 2,02,993 (2.02
lakh) in 2022 and further
to 2,13,391 (2.13 lakh) in
2024. The most recent es-
timate in June 2020 put
the Asiatic lion population
in Gujarat at 674, up from
523 in 2015. A document
from the Gujarat chief
wildlife warden's office
shows that the lions' distri-
bution area rose from
22,000 square kilometres
in 2015 to 30,000 square
kilometres in 2020.

A 2022 scientific report
in the Nature journal re-
vealed that 48 per cent of
the current lion population
had dispersed outside the
protected areas, spanning
nine districts and 13 forest
administrative divisions.

Treasure Hunt car
Rally by Rotary Club
of Durgapur Central

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Durgapur, 9th Feb 2025;
The Rotary Club of Durga-
pur central in association
with the Automobile Asso-
ciation of Eastern India
(AAEI) Durgapur had or-
ganized a Treasure Hunt
Car Rally on 9th Feb 2025
in Durgapur. The Rally
started from AAEI office
and ended at Anand
Amusement park near City
centre. Rotarian Swapan
Chaudhary, PDG; Rotarian
Nirmalya Ghosh,AG ; Mr
Prabir Roy, Secy Genl. of
AAEI from Kolkata, Mr
Ajoy Ghosh , Secy , AAEI ,
Durgapur ; Rtn Anuja
Agarwal, President of Ro-
tary Club of Durgapur Cen-
tral; Rtn Santosh
Maheshwari, Secy ; Rtn
Ashok Chandak, Organis-
ing Chairman and Rtn
Mantaar Singh were pres-
ent during the flag off cer-
emony near AAEI office
today morning.

There were 14 enteries
and all took part in this

Treasure hunt Car rally
.They all were given 25
clues in Durgapur and they
had to complete it within
shortest time. The Win-
ners of the Rally are ; Shri
Sujoy Bhattacharjee &
team, Won 1st Prize ; Sri
Saurabh Dey & team, Won
2nd Prize; Shri Inderveet
Kamboh & team, Won 3rd
Prize. Shri Pulak Mishra &
team and Shri Subhendu
hazra & team were given
Consolation Prizes. The
prizes were given away by
Senior members of Rotary
Club & AAEL

This rally has been or-
ganised by Rotary Club of
Durgapur Central for cre-
ating awareness regarding
Green environment, Save
water, Maternal and child
health, Pollution free
,Clean drinking water, Safe
drive Save life and the
moto of the Rotary Club
who are continuously help-
ing the wunderprivileged
people for social uplift-
ment.
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Bharat cancer
genome atlas

mapping
started by IIT

CHENNAL: Ahead of World
Cancer Day, The Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Madras on Monday
launched Bharat cancer
genome atlas.

Bharat cancer genome
atlas will "help identify can-
cer-specific biomarkers in
India to enable early detec-
tion of breast cancers and
identify novel drug targets
for developing better treat-
ment strategies specific to
the Indian population.”

The cancer genome pro-
gram was initiated by IIT
Madras in 2020. Under this
program, the 960 whole
exome sequencing from 480
breast cancer patient tissue
samples collected across the
country has been completed.

The institute has made
this database publicly acces-
sible at bcga.iitm.ac.in to
researchers and clinicians in
India and abroad.

Speaking about it in
detail, Prof. V. Kamakoti,
Director, IIT Madras told
ANI, "So today we are mak-
ing a very big move in
releasing the data of breast
cancer atlas, genomic atlas
for India...So what we have
done here is that we have
collected more than around
1,000 samples across 500
patients. And this data basi-
cally will tell us what are the
changes in the DNA, specifi-
cally with respect to breast
cancer. Our strong belief is
that every region of India,
the reason for a breast can-
cer, the type of mutation it
will bring out would be dif-
ferent. And that, to a large
extent, they are seeing it.
And the medicine that is
necessary for a particular
mutation is different from
medicine that will be needed
for another mutation."

"So we are now looking
at specific three important
things that could come out of
this data. One thing is we
have 1.4 billion population.
We are around now thou-
sands of samples, and this
can be probably a few more
thousands can be added,
which will be a representa-
tive of all possible sequences
for all the genomes that we
could have and all the muta-
tions that are possible. So
first and foremost, we can
start doing, as a part of a
master health checkup,
probably we can do this and
check for this mutation,
especially among mid-age
ladies. And then if we find
out that there is some muta-
tion, this can be a prevention
before cure. Because the
mutation, the strong belief
that we see as a part of this
research is the mutation
may start much before the
actual cancer is seen out,
where you can detect it
through a mammogram or
through a biopsy, et cetera.
This is number one. So this
can lead to a prevention
before cure. "

As per Sridhar Sivasubbu
- Chief Diagnostics and
Research Officer , "this data
set is a preliminary indica-
tion of what is ailing our
population.”

" Second, what does it do
when you find a mutation?
You create a diagnostic kit.
Now there is a discussion
about  costing.  Doing
genomes for everybody in
Indian population is proba-
bly not the solution. But a
diagnostic kit hbecomes much
cheaper. We have seen in
COVID, from 5000 rupees
RT-PCR, we came down to
150 rupees. So, lot of mech-
anisms can be built in where
you can bring down the cost
of the diagnosis. Once the
diagnosis is there, you can
do mass scale screening," he
shared.

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati, in

partnership with leading
institutions around the
world, have devised an inno-
vative multi-stage clinical
trial method that aims to
revolutionise personalised
medical care.

This cutting-edge
approach customises treat-
ment regimens in real time
based on each patient's indi-
vidual responses during tri-
als, resulting in highly cus-
tomised and effective
healthcare solutions, as per
the press release.

The research aims to
enhance  patient-specific
treatment plans, improve
outcomes, reduce trial-and-
error in medication, and fos-
ter a more efficient, person-
alised healthcare approach

The research, conducted
in partnership with Duke-
NUS Medical School, the
National ~ University  of
Singapore, Singapore, and
the University of Michigan,
USA, focuses on Dynamic
Treatment Regimes (DTRs)
designed through Sequential

Multiple Assignment
Randomised Trials
(SMARTS).

Together, these frame-
works tackle the critical
challenge of optimising
treatment strategies, a
sequence of treatments, for
patients ~ with  varying
responses to therapies over
time. DTRs are advanced
decision rules that adapt
treatments dynamically as a
patient's condition evolves.
For example, if a diabetes
patient does not respond
well to an initial medication,
the DTR might recommend
switching drugs or combin-
ing therapies. By incorporat-
ing intermediate outcomes,
such as changes in blood
sugar levels, DTRs move
beyond the one-size-fits-all
model, tailoring care to indi-
vidual progress and needs.

Multi-stage clinical trials
are essential for developing
effective DTRs, and SMART
methodology enables
researchers to test various
treatment sequences to find
the best fit for each patient.
Unlike traditional trials,
SMART involves multiple
stages of treatment, where
patients are reassigned
based on their responses to
earlier interventions.

Traditional SMART trials
assign patients to treatment
arms in equal numbers,
even when some treatments
prove less effective, based
on interim data. This often
leads to unnecessary treat-
ment failures. Dr Palash
Ghosh and his team have
developed an adaptive ran-
domisation method that
dynamically assigns patients
to treatment arms based on
real-time trial data by opti-
mally changing the patient
allocation ratios in favour of
a better-performing treat-
ment sequence at that point
time of the trial.

This innovation ensures
that more patients receive
effective treatments while
maintaining scientific rigour.
By focusing on both short-
term and long-term out-
comes, the method improves
the  entire  treatment
process, reducing failures
and enhancing patient care.

Speaking about the
research Dr. Palash Ghosh,
Assistant Professor,

Department of Mathematics,
IIT Guwahati, said in a state-
ment, "Adaptive designs like
this would encourage more
patient participation in clini-
cal trials like SMART. When
patients see they are receiv-
ing treatments tailored to
their needs, they are more
likely to stay engaged. This
approach also has vast
potential for public health
interventions, such as tailor-
ing substance abuse recov-
ery plans.

A fisherman rows the boat in the Dal Lake during the sunset, in Srinagar on Sunday.

(ANI Photo)

INDIA’S DOMESTIC

While domestic work should be
socially valued and remunerated
appropriately, the law may also
require respectable working con-
ditions. Taking into account pro-
grams such as the National
Health Insurance Scheme and the
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
Maan-Dhan Yojana, a specific
legal framework for domestic
workers should be created. This
will ensure better safety at the
workplace, enforce minimum
wages, and provide necessary
social protection. This law will
empower domestic workers by
resolving power inequalities,
improving working conditions,
and ultimately enhancing their
economic stability and human
dignity.

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

n India, the majority of domes-

tic workers are women, who

form a large part of the unor-

ganized labor force. According
to recent estimates, the number of
domestic workers varies from offi-
cial estimates of 4.2 million to
unofficial estimates of over 50 mil-
lion. In January 2025, the
Supreme Court drew attention to
the widespread exploitation of
domestic workers and the lack of
legal protections for them and
ordered the central government to
examine the possibility of passing
a separate law to protect their
rights. The Supreme Court
ordered the central government to
enact a separate law for domestic
workers. The Minimum Wages Act
and the Equal Remuneration Act,
among other labor laws, do not
apply to domestic workers. A sep-
arate law could offer organized
regulation. Because there is no
official framework, domestic
workers often work without any
set wages and are subject to arbi-
trary treatment.

Employers do not consider
their homes a “workplace” or
themselves an “employer,” making
domestic work largely informal
and unregulated. Since their work
is not officially recorded, workers
cannot be granted basic rights
such as social security or mini-
mum wages. Women now make up
the majority of those employed in
domestic work, which is feminized
and undervalued in society. This
inequality on the basis of gender
can be addressed by a special law.
Due to social undervaluation,
women are often paid less for
domestic work than men.
Domestic work conditions vary by
region. A committed law can take
into account regional issues and
solutions. Regulations in Kerala
and Delhi have attempted to
address regional issues such as
wage rates and employment regis-
tration in different ways. Clear
procedures to uphold workers’
rights and provide legal recourse
in case of violations could be man-
dated by a separate law.

WORKERS: WHY AR

Without employment docu-
mentation, domestic workers may
find it difficult to receive their
wages, which can result in
exploitation.  Exploitation  of
domestic workers in India through
low wages is one of their chal-
lenges. The low wages that
domestic workers often receive
are inadequate for the amount of
labor they perform. The absence
of minimum wage regulation
makes this problem even worse.
Domestic workers in Mumbai may
struggle to meet their basic living
expenses despite long workdays if
their pay falls below the minimum
wage. Due to the lack of legal pro-
tection from harassment or unfair
treatment, domestic workers are
particularly susceptible to abuse.
The worker in Delhi may face
physical or verbal abuse, but since
there is no formal contract, they
have no legal protection.

Since domestic work is per-
formed in private homes, regula-
tions become more complex, and
the power differential between

employers and  employees
increases. Since employees are
often laid off without warning,
there is a lack of job security,
which exacerbates financial insta-
bility. After years of service, an
employee can be suddenly fired
without pay, leaving them with no
financial support or legal options.
Since domestic work is socially
undermined as “women’s work”
and often associated with margin-
alized communities, it renders
workers voiceless and invisible.
Rural migrant women may face
social stigma and struggle to bhe
accepted as legal employees. A
specific legal framework can help
address vulnerabilities. A specific
law can set a minimum wage,
guaranteeing that workers receive
fair compensation commensurate
with their working hours and
duties.

A national law could establish
a uniform minimum wage for
workers across all states, guaran-
teeing that cooking, cleaning, and
caregiving tasks are consistently

paid for. A well-defined legal
framework, with processes for
resolving  grievances, would
enable workers to receive protec-
tion from harassment and abuse.
The law could make employment
contracts mandatory to prevent
exploitation and provide workers
with a legal basis to resist abuse.
A national framework could
improve workers’ financial and
health security by providing
health insurance, pensions, and
other social benefits. Workers in
Kerala currently receive some
benefits, but national legislation
could guarantee consistent access
to social protection for all domes-
tic workers in India. To ensure
that both parties are aware of
their rights and responsibilities
and to prevent exploitation, a law
could require employers to regis-
ter their workers.

Unions representing domestic
workers have pushed for registra-
tion as a way to prevent termina-
tion and provide legal aid when
needed. Domestic work and care
can be valued and acknowledged
by a specific legal framework,
increasing social recognition of
domestic workers. Apart from
ensuring that domestic work is
socially valued and fairly remu-
nerated, the law can also require
respectful working conditions.
Taking into account programs
such as the Rashtriya Swasthya
Bima Yojana and the Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan
Yojana, a specific legal framework
for domestic workers should he
created. This will ensure better
safety at the workplace, enforce a
minimum wage, and provide nec-
essary social protection. Through
resolving power inequalities,
improving working conditions,
and ultimately advancing their
economic stability and human dig-
nity, this law will empower
domestic workers.

REVDI CULTURE IS A WRONG TRADITION

RAGHUVANSH NARAYAN SINGH

Offering freebies to lure voters is
not good for the country and the
state's economic health.
Favoring a particular class for
electoral gains and putting eco-
nomic burden on other classes is
a sign of short-sightedness. The
announcement of free schemes
by political parties at the time of
elections paves the way for eco-
nomic downfall. Free gifts to vot-
ers by political parties have an
adverse effect on development
work. Offering free schemes to
people instead of efforts to
increase income resources can-
not be justified from the point of
view of the country's economic
health.

Despite there being no con-

crete plan to increase the rev-
enue of the country and the
state, political parties are mere-
ly deceiving the public by mak-
ing populist announcements at
the time of elections.

Not only this, by giving free
schemes to a particular class, an
additional burden of tax is being
imposed on a particular class of
the country. Political parties
need to consider this a wrong
tradition and put a stop to it.

The Supreme Court and the
Election Commission should also
consider making concrete laws
to prevent political parties from
making such announcements.

It is not wise for political par-
ties to consider only the political
aspect while making a flurry of
announcements during election

campaigns. Rather, meaningful
efforts should be made in this
direction considering the coun-
try's economic condition as para-
mount. Political parties need to
make efforts on a priority basis
to improve the country's eco-
nomic condition and direction.
Due to the increasing expendi-
ture due to freebies offered to
voters in the budgetary alloca-
tion and limited resources, there
is a shortage of funds for devel-
opment work in the states.

This culture of revdi needs to
be seriously pondered over. The
way political parties are distrib-
uting freebies to voters at the
government's expense, in a way
bribing people to vote in their
favour, doing so cannot be con-
sidered appropriate at all in

terms of the economic condition
of the states. Offering free facili-
ties or gifts to voters affects the
government treasury. In this
regard, the Supreme Court has
also said that any free distribu-
tion affects all the people in the
true sense. In such a situation,
the idea of fair and free elections
will prove to be meaningless.
Spending more than income is
fatal for any government.

A vivid example of this is Sri
Lanka. The reason for Sri
Lanka's economic downfall is
the free gifts given to the voters
by the political parties there.

Ban on the culture of Revdi
will undoubtedly increase the
economic prosperity of the coun-
try and the state.

The Bharatiya Janata Party-

led Mahayuti government came
into existence in Maharashtra
and the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha-led coalition govern-
ment in Jharkhand. With this,
there was a race to implement
the free announcements/promis-
es made to the voters of their
respective states during the
elections. Election promises like

Ladli Behan Yojana in
Maharashtra, Mukhyamantri
Maiya Samman Yojana in

Jharkhand, loan waiver and free
electricity for farmers, free bus
travel for women, free gas cylin-
ders were made in Maharashtra
and Jharkhand. With the forma-
tion of the government, efforts
have also been started by the
government towards implement-
ing it.
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Namibia's ‘founding
father' Sam Nujoma
passes away at 95

MI News Service, Wind-
hoek: Sam Nujoma, the
freedom fighter leader
who led Namibia to inde-
pendence from apartheid
South Africa in 1990 and
served as its first presi-
dent for 15 years, has
passed away at the age of
95. He died on Saturday
night after a three-week
hospitalisation in Wind-
hoek, according to the
Namibian presidency.

In a statement shared
on Facebook, the Namib-
ian Presidency stated,
"The foundations of the
Republic of Namibia have
been shaken. Over the
past three weeks, the
Founding President of the
Republic of Namibia and
Founding Father of the
Namibian Nation was hos-
pitalized for medical
treatment and medical
observation due to ill
health. Unfortunately, this
time, the most gallant son
of our land could not re-
cover from his illness." "It
is with utmost sorrow and
sadness that I announce
this morning of the 9th of
February 2025 to the
Namibian people, our
African brothers & sisters
and the world at large,
about the passing of our
revered freedom fighter
and revolutionary leader,
H.E. Dr. Sam Shafiishuna
Nujoma @DrNangoloM-
bumba President Nujoma
passed on at the age of 95
on the 8th of February at
23h45 in  Windhoek,
Namibia," it added. Hailed
as Namibia's "founding
father", Sam Nujoma was
considered a charismatic
father figure in Namibia,
who steered his country to
democracy and stability
after colonial rule by Ger-
many and a war of inde-
pendence from South
Africa, Al Jazeera re-
ported. Nujoma was the
last of a generation of
African  leaders who
guided their countries out
of colonial rule or white
minority rule that in-
cluded South Africa's Nel-
son Mandela, Zambia's
Kenneth Kaunda, Zim-
babwe's Robert Mugabe
and Mozambique's
Samora Machel. He was
the head of the South
West Africa People's Or-
ganisation (SWAPO) that
led the liberation struggle
since its inception in 1960.

Israeli forces ex-
pand Samaria anti-
terror operation

MI News Service,TelAviv:
The IDF (Israel Defense
Forces) reported that Is-
raeli security forces are
expanding the current
anti-terror operation in
northern Samaria, where
they have been acting in
recent days in Jenin. As
part of the operation to
counter terrorism, many
forces of the IDF, the Shin
Bet (Israel's anti-terror
General Security Service)
and the Border Police
began overnight an oper-
ation to counter terror-
ism in Nur al-Shams next
to Tulkarm. The forces
have so far struck a num-
ber of terrorists and ar-
rested additional wanted
terrorists in the area.
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Netanyahu returning to Israel
after wrapping up US visit

MI News Service,Tel Aviv: After a
week of discussions with US leaders,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
departed Washington on Sunday
morning. Netanyahu was the first
foreign leader to visit President Don-
ald Trump since his inauguration.
The Prime Minister also met with
various Trump administration offi-
cials, bipartisan Congressional lead-
ers, Jewish students and Evangelical

Christian leaders.

On Friday, Netanyahu met with
Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives Mike Johnson at
the US Capitol, inviting Johnson to
visit Israel. "You're invited to Israel
this year in Jerusalem. I know you're
busy but find space to do that. You'll
be welcomed with a red carpet," Ne-

tanyahu told Johnson.

Reiterating American support,
Johnson stressed that Israel would
not be alone "so long as we are gov-
erning here." Meanwhile, Israeli De-
fense Minister Israel Katz instructed

the army to prepare plans to allow
Palestinians in Gaza to voluntarily
leave the Strip. The initiative would

establish options
through land crossings, as well as via
air and sea, Katz said. His announce-
ment follows US President Donald
Trump's suggestion on Tuesday that
the Strip's residents relocate to third
countries while Gaza is rebuilt. De-
tails of Trump's suggestion have not

been worked out, but any Gazan who
wishes to emigrate would be able to
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for departure

do so, provided another country
agrees to take them in. On Thursday,
Netanyahu's office confirmed that
the Prime Minister gifted Trump with
a golden pager when the two met on
Tuesday.

The gift "symbolizes the Prime
Minister's decision that led to a turn-
ing point in the war and the starting
point for breaking the will of the ter-
rorist organization Hezbollah," Ne-
tanyahu's office said. The operation,
in which booby trapped pagers in-
jured more than 3,500 figures
throughout Hezbollah's ranks in Sep-
tember "expresses the power, tech-
nological superiority and cunning of
Israel against its enemies,"
tanyahu's office added. While in
Washington, Netanyahu also ordered
that "appropriate action" be taken
after hostages Or Levy, Eli Sharabi,
and Ohad Ben Ami returned in mal-
nourished and gaunt condition.

Ne-

US, Japan oppose China's "un-
lawful maritime claims,” call
for peace in Taiwan Strait

MI News Service, Washing-
ton DC: US President Don-
ald Trump and Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba have strongly op-
posed China's actions, reit-
erating their firm stance
against any attempts by the
country to alter the status
quo in the East China Sea
through force or coercion.

The two leaders also
stressed the importance of
peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait, empha-
sising that its security is
vital for "security and pros-
perity for the international
community."

Ishiba visited the US
from February 6 to 8, and
held the first in-person
summit meeting  with
Trump in Washington DC.
"The two leaders reiterated
their strong opposition to
any attempts by the Peo-
ple's Republic of China
(PRC) to change the status
quo by force or coercion in
the East China Sea. The two
leaders reaffirmed their

strong opposition to the
PRC's unlawful maritime
claims, militarisation of re-
claimed features, and
threatening and provocative
activities in the South China
Sea," the White House said
in a US-Japan joint leaders'
statement. The statement
added, "The two leaders
emphasised the importance
of maintaining peace and
stability across the Taiwan
Strait as an indispensable
element of security and
prosperity for the interna-
tional community. They en-
couraged the peaceful
resolution of cross-strait is-
sues, and opposed any at-
tempts to unilaterally
change the status quo by
force or coercion. The two
leaders also expressed sup-
port for Taiwan's meaning-
ful participation in
international organisa-
tions." Notably, the Taiwan-
China conflict remained a
longstanding  geopolitical
issue centred on Taiwan's
sovereignty.

N Korea blames US, Japan, South
Korea for tensions in region;
vows to holster nuke forces

MI News Service, Seoul:
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un, whom American
President Donald Trump
says he shares a good rela-
tionship with, has blamed
the United States, Japan
and South Korea for esca-
lating tensions in the re-
gion, saying the allies’
military cooperation has
destabilized the security
environment, as per state
media of the nuclear-
armed country.

In his speech during his
visit to North Korea's Min-
istry of National Defence,
Kim referred to a series of
new plans for bolstering
"all deterrences" and reaf-
firmed the country's "un-
shakable policy of more
highly developing the nu-
clear forces," Yonhap re-
ported citing the Korean
Central News Agency
(KCNA). Further, the North
Korean leader criticizde
the United States for
"standing in the centre be-
hind the scene of the war

machine," Japanese news
outlet Kyodo report cited
KCNA.

US nuclear strategic as-
sets deployed on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, the US-led
nuclear war simulation ex-
ercises and the US-Japan-
South  Korea  military
cooperation are "inviting
military imbalance" on the
peninsula and in Northeast
Asia, causing "a new con-
flicting structure" and pos-
ing a grave challenge to
North Korea, Kim was
quoted as saying. While
stressing the need for vigi-
lance against the trilateral
"military alliance,” Kim
also voiced concern that
their collaboration could
bring about the formation
of a "NATO of Asian ver-
sion," the Korean news
agency further said. The
development came after
the first in-person summit
between Donald Trump
and the Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba in
Washington on February 7.

A closer look at the terrorists released from Israeli prisons

MI News Service, Tel Aviv: Israel
released 183 imprisoned Palestin-
ian terrorists on Saturday in ex-
change for hostages Or Levy, Eli
Sharabi, and Ohad Ben Ami. The
list includes 18 terrorists who
were serving life sentences and
111 Palestinians from Gaza who
were detained during the war.
Here is a closer look at some of the
terrorists who were freed. Falah
Ratib Shahadeh, a Fatah figure
who was serving 27-year sentence
for carrying out shooting attacks,
planting bombs and recruiting ter-
ror cells during the Second In-
tifada. Shahadeh will be deported.

Iyad Abu-Shkheidem, a mem-
ber of Hamas masterminded a
double suicide bombing in Beer-
Sheva in 2004 in which 16 people
were killed and more than 100 in-
jured. He was also accused of
preparing a bomb belt for a ter-
rorist in 2004 who was caught on
his way to a Jerusalem restaurant.
Yousef al-Mabhouh of Gaza was

serving a 15-year term for firing

rockets, planting bombs and
working in Hamas tunnels. Mab-
houh had an additional 15 years
added to his sentence for stabbing
a guard at the Naftha Prison.
Hatem al-Jayousi, a founding
member of Fatah's Al Aqsa Mar-

tyrs Brigades serving multiple life
sentences for the murder of six Is-
raelis. Ali Haroub, a Hamas bomb-
maker. In 2013, Israeli prison
authorities thwarted a kidnapping
plot that Haroub had planned
from his cell.

Jamal Tawil, a Hamas figure

who had been working to extend
the terror groups influence in
Judea and Samaria. Arrested in
2021, Tawil was convicted of incit-
ing violence, organizing riots, and
trying to set up Hamas headquar-
ters in Ramallah. Shadi Barghouti,
who was serving 27 years for nu-
merous shooting and bombing at-
tacks. The ongoing first phase of
the ceasefire is supposed to see a
total of 33 Israeli hostages freed
over six weeks in exchange for
hundreds of Palestinian terrorists
imprisoned in Israel. The exact
number will depend on how many
are alive. Since the ceasefire went
into effect, 583 Palestinian prison-
ers have been released. The fate
of the remaining 65 hostages will
be determined by negotiations
during the ceasefire's second
phase. Critics say the phased ap-
proach condemns hostages not
freed in the beginning to open-
ended captivity and undermines
Israel's war gains.

They should not be handcuffed,
chained .... USISPF chief on US'

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The President and
CEO of the US-India
Strategic Partnership
Forum (USISPF) Mukesh
Aghi acknowledged con-
cerns surrounding the
treatment of Indian na-
tionals while being de-
ported back to India.
Speaking to ANI on
Sunday, he said that the
Indians should "not be
handcuffed and chained",
but also emphasised that
the US authorities are
"simply following legal
procedures” without mak-
ing exceptions for anyone.
"l empathize that they
should not be handcuffed
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and chained as they're
moving," he said. "But you
have to understand there's
a law and the example is
Strauss-Kahn, the IMF
chief who was arrested in
New York City and he was
running for President of
France. He was arrested.
He was put in handcuffs.
Why? Because that's the
law?." "So I think if there's
a law, they're following
that law and they're not
making exceptions to any-
body," he added.

He also referred to ef-
forts made by the Ministry
of External Affairs to the
US and affirmed hope that
their will be some "empa-

deportations of Indian nationals

thy and sympathy" during
the deportation process.
"The MEA has made an
appeal and others talked
to it. Hopefully, there'll be
some empathy and sympa-
thy towards the process,"
he said. On February 5, the
US Air Force plane carry-
ing Indian citizens who al-
legedly illegally migrated
to the US arrived in Pun-
jab's Amritsar. During the
recent special briefing by
the Ministry of External
Affairs on Friday, ahead of
Prime Minister Modi's
overseas visit, Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri re-
sponded to queries
regarding the potential re-
turnees from the US. Being
asked about the number of
Indians who would be de-
ported by US, Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri said
that the number of flights
and returnees will depend
on the number of 'con-
firmed people.' "It's hard
to give an exact number
because we can't confirm
anybody as an Indian na-
tional until we check that",
Misri said.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf holds public
meeting in Swabi,
demands Imran
Khan's release and
return of 'stolen
mandate'

MI News Service, Islam-
abad: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
marked the first anniver-
sary of the February 8 polls
with a public meeting at the
Swabi Interchange on the
Islamabad-Peshawar Mo-
torway, where it called for
the release of party founder
Imran Khan and the return
of its 'stolen mandate,’
Dawn reported.

During the public meet-
ing, several PTI leaders, in-
cluding Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur, ad-
dressed the people,
claiming that the elections
held on February 8 were
rigged and their mandate
was stolen under "a well-
planned conspiracy and a
fake government was in-
stalled."

The PTI leaders said
that the government did not
realise that the more Imran
Khan remained in prison,
the more his popularity
would increase. The PTI
leaders called for his imme-
diate release and pledged to
continue their struggle for
his freedom, Dawn re-
ported.

PTI chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan said the
universal right of the fran-
chise was violated in the
February 8 polls as the in-
cumbent government com-
prised "defeated leaders."
He said, "This is the reason
we are campaigning; to
make it clear to the masses
that their true mandate and
decision to vote for Imran
Khan had been stolen."
Gohar Ali Khan claimed
that the Imran Khan-
founded party could easily
form a government in the
Centre and Punjab if its
mandate was not 'stolen’,
Dawn reported. He said,
"This is the reason we are
campaigning; to make it
clear to the masses that
their true mandate and de-
cision to vote for Imran
Khan had been stolen."
Gandapur claimed he had
sent a message to Pak-
istan's army chief regarding
terrorism in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Pakistan
held its 12th national gen-
eral election on February 8
last year, amid allegations of
rigging and the shutdown of
cellular and internet serv-
ices. Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP) chief
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
accused the government of
stealing mandate in the
polls and it should be over-
thrown for this reason.

Ukraine: NAT0's Drag-

one meets Zelenskyy;

discusses military aid,
long-range drones

MI News Service, Kyiv :

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy met
Giuseppe Cavo Dragone,
Chair of the NATO Military
Committee on Saturday,
and the two held discus-
sions on Ukraine's long-
range weaponry,
preparations for the up-
coming Ramstein meeting,
continued military aid from
NATO allies, and invest-
ments in the production of
long-range drones. Sharing
a post on X, Zelenskyy
wrote, "I met with the Chair
of the NATO Military Com-
mittee, Giuseppe Cavo
Dragone @CMC_NATO.
During our visit to a defense
industry enterprise, we re-
viewed the capacities and
characteristics of Ukraine's
long-range weaponry." Ze-
lenskyy also expressed
gratitude for Dragone's first
foreign visit to Ukraine.
The post added, "Key
topics of our discussion in-
cluded preparations for the
upcoming Ramstein meet-
ing, continued military as-
sistance from  NATO
member states, and direct

investments in domestic
production of long-range
drones. I am grateful to
Giuseppe Cavo Dragone for
making his first foreign visit
in this role specifically to
Ukraine. I thank the people
working on our long-range
weapons for the tangible
results, which are greatly
helping us, feared by the
Russians, and recognized
by our NATO partners." No-
tably, relations between
NATO and Ukraine date
back to the early 1990s and
have since developed into
one of the most substantial
of NATO's partnerships.
Since 2014, cooperation
has been intensified in crit-
ical areas. The starting of
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war also connected to
NATO, as Kyiv wanted to
become a part of the secu-
rity alliance, despite fierce
opposition from Moscow.
Earlier on Wednesday, Ze-
lenskyy met UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy in
Kyiv, where the two leaders
discussed sanctions on Rus-
sia and the implementation
of the 100-year partnership
agreement between the two
countries. In a post on X,
Zelenskyy said, "I met with
UK Foreign Secretary David
Lammy. I am grateful to
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, the UK govern-
ment, and the British peo-
ple for their steadfast
support of Ukraine. We fo-
cused on how to strengthen
our warriors on the front
lines, intensify sanctions
against Russia, and secure
reliable security guaran-
tees."

Pakistan: Balochistan farmers reject
39 pc tax on agricultural production,
call it "cruel", "anti-farmer"

MI News Service, Balochistan: The Green Kissan Ittehad
(GKI) has rejected the 35 per cent tax imposed on agricul-
tural production in Pakistan's Balochistan and across the
country, imposed under the instructions given by Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), terming the measure "cruel”
and "anti-farmer", Dawn reported. While addressing a
press conference, GKI President Agha Lal Jan Ahmadzai
called for providing compensation to farmers impacted by
the construction of the Quetta-Karachi Highway in Khuz-
dar, Kalat, Mangochar, Mastung, Surrab and other regions.
He said that 75 per cent of people in Balochistan work with
the agriculture sector, which supplies fruits, vegetables and
other agricultural products to the entire country and con-
tributes millions of rupees in taxes. He noted that despite
this, the agriculture sector is on the verge of collapse. Agha
Lal Jan Ahmadzai slammed the Quetta Electric Supply
Company for its performance, terming it highly disappoint-
ing. He compared their actions to the economic murder of
farmers, contributing to the gradual decline in agricultural
production capacity and the drying up of orchards.
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England name Tom Banton as Bethell's
cover for third 0DI against India

LONDON : England have called up
Somerset batter Tom Banton as a
cover for all-rounder Jacob
Bethell for the third ODI against
India, which will take place on
Wednesday.

The match, taking place at
Ahmedabad's Narendra Modi
Stadium, will be missed by
Bethell, who sustained a left ham-
string injury. He had featured in
the first ODI at Nagpur.

The injury will be assessed fur-
ther when the team arrive in
Ahmedabad on Monday.

Banton, who last played for
England in an ODI in August 2020,
has been in outstanding form in
T20 franchise cricket. He is cur-
rently the leading run-scorer in
the UAE International League T20
(ILT20) competition, where he has
amassed 493 runs from 11
innings at an average of 54.77,
including two centuries and three
fifties, at a strike rate of 151.69.
He is set to arrive in India tomor-
row, as per a press release from
the England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB).

Banton has featured in six
ODIs for England, having made
134 runs in five innings at an

average of 26.80, with a half-cen-
tury and best score of 58. In 14
ODIs, he has scored 327 runs at

an average of 23.55, with a strike
rate of 147.96, with two fifties. His
best score is 73.

Corbin Bosch replaces injured Anrich Nortje in
South Atrlca squad for Champions Trophy 2025

JOHANNESBURG nght arm
seamer Corbin Bosh is named as
the replacement for Anrich Nortje
in a 15-member squad for the
upcoming ICC Men's Champions
Trophy which is scheduled to take
place in Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates from February 19
onwards.

Earlier in the last month, the
fast bowler was ruled out of the
upcoming ICC Champion Trophy
which is scheduled to take place in
Pakistan from February 19 after
suffering a back injury. The extent
of Nortje's injury was revealed
after the pacer underwent scans.

Nortje also missed South
Africa's previous participation in
an ICC event - the Cricket World
Cup in 2023 in India - due to a
stress fracture in his back.

The 31-year-old's steady varia-
tion, bounce and pace have been
pivotal in South Africa's pace unit
in the white-ball format, proven

L :
by his 36 wickets in 22 ODIs and
53 wickets in 42 T20Is.

The right-arm speedster's last
outing in the ODI format came
over 15 months ago, in the
Proteas' second ODI against
Australia in Bloemfontein.

Bosh made his international
debut in December last year. He
has played just one ODI and a Test
so far. Along with Bosch, South
Africa have also added fast howler
Kwena Maphaka in the squad as a
travelling reserve. The two fast
bowlers along with batter Tony de
Zorzi will travel to Pakistan on
Sunday to join the squad for the
remainder of their ODI series.

The Proteas team are current-
ly featuring in the tri-nation ODI
series along with Pakistan and
New Zealand in Pakistan. Their
first match of the series is against
the Kiwis side at the Gaddafi
Stadium in Lahore on February 10
and after that, they will lock horns

with Men in Green at the National
Stadium, Karachi on February 12.
If the team qualifies for the final,
then they will be seen in action
again on February 14 at Karachi.

Following the completion of
the tri-nation ODI series, the
Champions Trophy will begin.
Group B features South Africa
alongside Cricket World Cup 2023
champions Australia,
Afghanistan, and England.

The Temba Bavuma-led side
kickstarts their Champions
Trophy campaign will be against
Afghanistan on February 21 at
Karachi. Their next match of the
competition will be against
Australia at the Rawalpindi
before they travel back to
Karachi for their last group
stage fixture against England on
March 1. South Africa squad for
tri-nation ODI series: Temba
Bavuma (c), Eathan Bosch,
Matthew Breetzke, Junior Dala,
Wiaan Mulder, Mihlali
Mpongwana, Senuran
Muthusamy, Lungi Ngidi, Gideon
Peters, Meeka-eel Prince,
Tabraiz Shamsi, Jason Smith,
Kyle Verreynne.

South Africa squad - ICC
Champions Trophy 2025: Temba
Bavuma (c), Corbin Bosch, Tony
de Zorzi, Marco Jansen, Heinrich
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, Aiden
Markram, David Miller, Wiaan
Mulder, Lungi Ngidi, Kagiso
Rabada, Ryan Rickelton, Tabraiz
Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs, and
Rassie van der Dussen. Travelling
reserve: Kwena Maphaka.

England captain Jos Buttler
won the toss and elected to bat
first against India in the second
ODI of the three-match series at
Cuttack's Barabati Stadium on
Sunday.

With India 1-0 up in the series
after a four-wicket win in the first
ODI at Nagpur, England would be
aiming to make a comeback in the
series and set up an exciting
decider.

For India, Virat Kohli comes
back after recovery from a sore
knee and Yashasvi Jaiswal sits
out. Varun Chakravarthy is also
set to make his ODI debut.

For England, Mark Wood, Gus
Atkinson and Jamie Overton come
back into the playing XI.

England (Playing XI): Philip
Salt(w), Ben Duckett, Joe Root,
Harry Brook, Jos Buttler(c), Liam
Livingstone, Jamie Overton, Gus
Atkinson, Adil Rashid, Mark
Wood, Saqgib Mahmood

India (Playing XI): Rohit
Sharma(c), Shubman Gill, Virat
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul(w),
Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel,
Ravindra Jadeja, Harshit Rana,
Mohammed  Shami, Varun
Chakravarthy.

New Zealand Cricket issues fit-
ness update on Rachln Ravindra

KARACHI : New Zealand Cricket
(NZC) issued an update on all-
rounder Rachin Ravindra's injury
after the ball hit his head while
fielding during the first ODI of the
tri-nation series against Pakistan
on Saturday.

Ravindra's unfortunate injury
occurred in the 38th over of the
second innings, when, while going
for a catch off Michael Bracewell,
he lost sight of the ball due to
floodlights and took a heavy blow
to his face. He was taken off the
pitch after he started to bleed.

A statement from NZC as quot-
ed by ESPNCricinfo said,
"Ravindra was forced from the
field after being struck in the fore-
head by the ball attempting a
catch in the 38th over. He sus-
tained a laceration to the forehead
which has been addressed and
treated at the ground, but is oth-
erwise well. He came through his
first HIA  (Head  Injury
Assessment) well and will contin-
ue to be monitored under HIA
processes."

New Zealand are already deal-
ing with injury concerns following
Lockie Ferguson's hamstring
injury during the ILT20 in the
UAE.

Speaking of the match, batting
all-rounder  Glenn  Phillips’
blitzkrieg knock powered New

Zealand to a 78-run victory over
Pakistan in the first match of the
ODI Tri-Series.

NZ won the toss and opted to
bat first. After NZ was down to
39/2, performances from Kane
Williamson (58 in 89 balls, with
seven fours), Daryl Mitchell (81 in
84 balls, with two fours and four
sixes) and Phillips (106* in 74
balls, with six fours and seven
sixes) took NZ to 330/6 in their 50
overs.

Shaheen Shah Afridi (3/88)
and Abrar Ahmed (2/41) were
among the top wicket-takers for
Pakistan.During the run-chase

of 331 runs, Fakhar Zaman
played a strong knock of 84 in
69 balls, with seven fours and
four sixes to start off the innings,
but Pakistan was reduced to
119/4.

\Salman Agha (40 in 51 balls,
with two fours and six) and
Tayyab Tahir (30 in 29 balls,
with four boundaries) put on a
53-run partnership, but
Pakistan was skittled out for just
252 runs in 47.5 overs.

Skipper  Mitchell ~Santner
(3/41), pacer Matt Henry (3/53)
and Michael Bracewell (2/41)
were among top bowlers for NZ.

India's ace all-rounder Deepti Sharma to
lead UP Warriorz in Season 3 of WPL

LUCKNOW : The UP Warriorz are
all geared up for Season 3 of the
Women's Premier League (WPL),
and have named a new captain.
India's ace all-rounder Deepti
Sharma, one of the mainstays of
the UP Warriorz squad, was
announced as captain, by the for-
mer India cricketer Suresh Raina,
who also hails from Uttar
Pradesh, as stated in a release
from the franchise.

Deepti, who was born in Agra
in Uttar Pradesh, will be the first
UP Warriorz captain to lead the
team out at their home stadium -
the Ekana Cricket Stadium in
Lucknow. For the first time in
WPL, the Captain announcement
was done live on broadcast during
the Amul cricket live show just
ahead of India's ODI against
England.

Season 3 of the WPL marks the
first time that the tournament will
come to Lucknow, the home
ground for the UP Warriorz, who
will also be led by a cricketer from
the home state. At the Ekana
Cricket Stadium, the UP Warriorz
will play the Gujarat Giants
(March 3), Mumbai Indians
(March 6) and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (March 8).

Deepti, who bats left-handed
and is one of the best off-break
bowlers in the women's game, has
been an integral part of the UP
Warriorz set-up since Season 1.
For the newly appointed captain,
Season 2 of the WPL was particu-
larly memorable from a personal
point of view as she became the

"Glass and legacy of Babar is such...,”: Fakhar
Zaman advocates for Paklstan $ struggling star

LAHORE : Opening hatter Fakhar
Zaman has come out in support of
Pakistan's premier batter Babar
Azam and backed him to find his
lost form in the upcoming fixtures
amid his dwindling form.

Since returning home from
South Africa, Babar's form has
fallen off a cliff. After firing three
successive fifties in the two Tests
in South Africa, Babar lost his
mojo since encountering the West
Indies in Multan last month.

Formats changed, but Babar
continued to face scrutiny for his
inconsistency. In the first match of
the ODI tri-series between
Pakistan and New Zealand, Babar
opened alongside Fakhar but
failed to deliver something mean-
ingful.

In Pakistan's 331-run chase,
Babar produced a scratchy 10(23)
on the benign surface of the scenic
Gaddafi Stadium. As Babar's
other outing turned into a fiasco,
he is still in search of that elusive
century since his 151-run knock
against Nepal in August 2023.

"It happens in cricket, but the
class and legacy of Babar is such
that you can not say much about
one match, and you will see that
he will perform in the upcoming
matches," said Fakhar at the post-
match press conference on
Saturday, as quoted from Geo
News. It all started for Babar on
the turning Multan strip in the
first Test. In Pakistan's emphatic
127-run victory, Babar flopped
with scores of 8(20) and 5(11).

In the second contest of the

In Pakistan's pursuit of 331,
Fakhar waged a lone war
while the rest of his compa-
triots fell one after another.
He blazed his way to 84
from a mere 69 deliveries,
laced with seven fours and
four towering sixes at a
strike rate of 121.74.

series, Babar's Achilles heel was
exposed by the spin duo Gudkehs
Motie and Kevin Sinclair. With just
1(5) in the first innings, Babar
showed glimpses of his brilliance
but eventually fell on 31(67).a

"And again, when it's your day,
even your edge would dodge the
keeper and run away for the
boundary, but if it is not your day,
then you must have seen how well
they took the catch of Tayyab
[Tahir]," said the left-handed bat-
ter.

In Pakistan's pursuit of 331,
Fakhar waged a lone war while
the rest of his compatriots fell one
after another. He blazed his way
to 84 from a mere 69 deliveries,
laced with seven fours and four
towering sixes at a strike rate of
121.74.

With  Fakhar's dismissal,
Pakistan's hopes of chasing down
the target dashed away. The expe-
rienced southpaw was disappoint-
ed with the loss rather than miss-
ing out on a century.

"I am disappointed with the
loss, but I am not worried about
not scoring a century," Fakhar
said.

first Indian bowler to take a hat-
trick in the WPL, against the Delhi
Capitals, before going on to
receive the Most Valuable Player
(MVP) award for the season as
well.

She has played 17 games for
the UP Warriorz, scoring 385 runs
in 16 innings, with three half-cen-
turies to her name, along with a
highest score of 88 not out. With
the ball, Deepti has picked 19
wickets throughout the 17 games.

That apart, Deepti was a crucial
part of the London Spirit side, who
won The Hundred in 2024. The
India all-rounder has also played
in the Women's Big Bash League,
where she has represented the
Melbourne Stars and the Sydney
Thunder sides.

Deepti, who won the Asia Cup
title with India in 2022, was also
part of the squad that finished
runners-up in the Women's T20
World Cup in 2020 in Australia. In

the India colours, the 27-year-old
has played 124 T20Is, scoring
1086 runs from 79 innings, with
two fifties to her name, and a
highest score of 64.

With the ball, she has picked
up 138 wickets and is the highest
wicket-taker in T20Is for the
Indian women's team. That apart,
Deepti also became the first
Indian across the men's and
women's game to take 100 T20I
wickets. She achieved this mile-
stone during the 2023 Women's
T20 World Cup.

Earlier in the first two seasons
of the WPL, UP Warriorz, who
were captained by the Australian
Alyssa Healy made the playoffs in
the first season. Speaking on the
appointment, Deepti Sharma said
that it was an honour for her to be
named captain of the UP
Warriorz. "I am delighted and
honoured to be named captain
of the UP Warriorz, which is a
team from my home state. The
UP Warriorz has a fantastic
squad, and we are confident
that we will entertain our fans
with the Warriorz brand of
cricket, at the WPL this season
as well. We can't wait to play in
Lucknow in front of our home
fans, and hope to inspire the
next generation of women ath-
letes," Deepti was quoted in a
release from UP Warriorz as
saying.

The UP Warriorz open their
WPL Season 3 campaign against
the Gujarat Giants on February
16 in Vadodara.

England women's team reaches India ahead
of HH Pro League matches in Bhubaneswar

Despite struggling at the World Cups
recently, England is the current
Commonwealth champions after the
gold medal win in 2022. With hig
names in the squad this year, England
is one of the teams to watch out for.

BHUBANESWAR : The England
Women's Hockey Team arrived at
the Biju Patnaik International
Airport in Bhubaneswar, Odisha
on Sunday ahead of the FIH
Hockey Pro League 202/25 India
leg matches.

The world number seven side
will face the hosts India and cur-
rent world number one
Netherlands in the FIH Hockey
Pro League 2024/25 India leg,
scheduled to take place in
Bhubaneswar from February 15-
25. With one win and three losses
so far, England has made a rocky
start to their FIH Pro League cam-
paign and will be hoping to turn
things around despite facing chal-
lenging opponents.

Forward Darcy Bourne shared
her excitement upon arriving in
India saying, "We are very excited
to be in India especially after the
Hockey India League, expecting

the atmosphere to be really big.
This is my first time in India, but
the buzz around hockey here is
nothing like I have ever seen so I
am extremely excited."

Despite struggling at the World
Cups recently, England is the cur-
rent Commonwealth champions
after the gold medal win in 2022.
With big names in the squad this
year, England is one of the teams
to watch out for.

Head coach David Ralph also
echoed the excitement and stated,
"We are expecting the matches to
be very challenging but we are
excited. It is going to be wonderful
for the girls to play in front of the
Indian crowd. In hockey, this is
one of the best things you can
experience." The FIH Pro League
matches of the India leg will be
televised on Jio Cinema and
Sports 18.
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