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Opposition MPs suspended from
JPC meeting on Waqf Bill amid ruckus 

Kashmir valley reels under cold
conditions, Gulmarg shivers at

minus 8.5 degree celsius

Federal Judge blocks Trump's executive order 
to end birthright citizenship in the US

Dalit votes may split among AAP, BJP and
Congress, in upcoming Delhi Assembly polls

PM Modi reiterates govt commitment to empower

girl child on National Girl Child Day

Indian army jawans introducing robot dog squad for the first time in the full dress rehearsal of Republic day on Red Road in kolkata on Friday.

MI News Service, New Delhi: As
expected,Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has reiterated his govern-
ment's commitment to keep em-
powering the girl child and ensure
a wide range of opportunities for
them.

Sending a post on his X handle
on Friday on the occasion of Na-
tional Girl Child Day,PM Modi ex-
pressed his joy over the girl child's
accomplishment in the country
across all fields.

"Today, on National Girl Child
Day, we reiterate our commitment
to keep empowering the girl child
and ensure a wide range of oppor-
tunities for her. India is proud of

the accomplishments of the girl
child across all fields. These feats
continue to inspire us all," PM
Modi wrote."Our Government has
focused on sectors like education,
technology, skills development and
healthcare which have con-
tributed to empowering the girl
child. We are equally resolute in
ensuring no discrimination hap-
pens against the girl child," he
added. Earlier in the day, Con-
gress President Mallikarjun
Kharge extended his good  wishes
for the girl child and said that
"gender equality is the basis 
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India slams 
Pakistan, asks 
to take strong
action to end
cross-border
terrorism

MI News Service, New
Delhi : Amid huge ruckus,
all Opposition MPs who are
part of the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
on the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, were suspended from
the important  meeting on
Friday.

The suspended MPs
are Mohammad Jawaid,
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Kalyan Banerjee,
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) leader A
Raja, All India Majlis-e-It-
tehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin
Owaisi and Nasir Hussain,
Samajwadi Party (SP) lead-
ers Mohibbullah Nadvi, M.
Abdullah, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leaders Arvind Sawant,
Nadimul Haque, and Con-
gress' Imran Masood.

"What is going on is an
undeclared emergency,"
Banerjee alleged while re-
ferring to the happenings
inside the JPC meeting. He
said  the subject and dates
for the meeting were sud-
denly changed after they

landed in Delhi  to partici-
pate  in the  the meet. The
TMC MP accused the gov-
ernment of  doing this be-
cause of  the February 5
Assembly elections in the
national capital,

Banerjee said "We had
a tour till January 21 when
the government had in-
formed us that the meeting
would be held for two days
on January 24 and 25.
When A Raja and others
requested the Chairman to
postpone the meeting till
January 30, he refused to
hear us. All of a sudden,
we got the notice that the
amendment had to be
given by January 22, 4:00
PM".

"It was alo decided that
a clause-by-clause discus-
sion would take place.
When we landed here yes-
terday night, they changed
the subject, scheduling the
meeting for January 27.
We requested multiple
times saying that it was not
possible to hold the meet-
ing on the 27th. What is

going on is an undeclared
emergency. It is politically
motivated. They are hurry-
ing because of (Assembly)
elections in Delhi. They
don't respect the Opposi-
tion," Banerjee added.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP
Nishikant Dubey  has also
charged the Opposition
with creating a "ruckus"
during the JPC meeting,
saying that their conduct
was against parliamentary
democracy. He informed
that the next meeting will
take place on January 27
and submission to the
Speaker will be on January
29.

"It is the Opposition,
especially Asaduddin
Owaisi, who said that rep-
resentatives from Jammu
and Kashmir have not
been heard and this is why
we invited Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq. The Chairman
postponed the meeting to
hold a discussion 
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MI News Service, New
Delhi: The quite large
chunk of Dalit voters in
Delhi is expected to  decide
the fate of all the three
major political parties– the
BJP, the ruling  Aam Admi
Party and the Congress in
the upcoming Assembly
poll and  is likely to  play a
major role in deciding who
will rule the National capi-
tal for the next five years,

As elections to the 70
member Delhi  Assembly is
drawing nearer, the large
population of  the Dalits
are in focus  of all political
parties in the city’s

cramped lower middle
class areas, with candi-
dates of all three parties
leaving no stone unturned
to woo them so that they
would cast their ballots in
their favour on the election
day on February 5 .

But in view of the
country’s present political
scenario, there is also a
great possibility of a split
in the Dalit votes among
the three parties, experts
say. Arvind Kejriwal,
whose AAP is eyeing a
third straight term in
power in Delhi, has en-
joyed the support of the

Dalit voters in the past,
even as the experts say
that some disillusionment
has crept in. On the other
hand, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
come up with a slew of
promises for the Dalits and
is holding extensive reach-
out programmes in Dalit-
majority constituencies.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's remarks in the
Rajya Sabha on B R
Ambedkar, which had trig-
gered a sharp attack from
opposition parties, 
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MI News  Service, Srinagar : When the
overall temperature in Kolkata and in sev-
eral other parts of Eastern India  is limp-
ing back to normal from biting  cold
condition a few days ago, the minimum
temperature in Kashmir valley once again
dipped to far below the freezing point,
bringing untold misery and severe incon-
veniences to the common people.

According to local MET office in Srina-
gar, at the day break on Firday as cold
conditions tightened its grip further  on
the valley, which is likely to continue un-
abated till the end of this month,

Informing this official sources today
said.the minimum temperature in Srina-
gar settled at minus 3.3 degree celsius on
Thursday night, down from the previous
night's minus 2 degree celsius,.

Similarly, Pahalgam, one of the base
camps for the annual Amarnath Yatra in
south Kashmir, recorded a low of minus 7
degree celsius, down from minus 5.6 de-
gree celsius the night before.

Similarly the tourist resort of Gul-
marg in north Kashmir, known for skiing,
recorded a minimum temperature of
minus 8.5  a degree lower than the previ-
ous night.

The minimum temperature was minus
2.5 degree celsius in Qazigund, minus 5
degrees Celsius at Konibal in Pampore

town, minus 4 degrees Celsius in Kup-
wara, and minus 1.5 degrees Celsius in
Kokernag.

Kashmir is currently in the grip of
‘Chillai-Kalan’ — the harshest period of
winter. During the 40 days of ‘Chillai-
Kalan’, which began on December 21, the
chances of snowfall are the highest, and
the mercury drops considerably.

‘Chillai-Kalan’ ends on January 30,
followed by a 20-day ‘Chillai-Khurd’
(small cold) and a 10-day ‘Chillai-Bachha’
(baby cold).

The meteorological department fore-
cast mainly dry weather for the remain-
der of ‘Chillai-Kalan’.

It said the weather is likely to remain
cloudy but dry until January 29. A fresh
spell of light rain or snow at isolated
places during the night of January 29 or
the morning of January 30 is possible,
after which the weather will stay partly to
generally cloudy on January 31, the de-
partment said.

Overall, no significant weather
changes are expected until the end of Jan-
uary, the MeT Office said.

It also mentioned a gradual and signif-
icant rise in daytime temperatures over
the next five days, while a fall of 1-3 de-
grees in the minimum temperature is
likely. 

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India has
slammed Pakistan for
supporting terrorism,
stressing that the whole
world is aware of who is
the promoter of terror-
ism in the region.

Addressing a press
briefing on Friday, Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) official
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal noted that
everyone knows that
there are nations re-
sponsible for cross-bor-
der terrorism and India
calls upon Pakistan to
take strict action to stop
cross-border terrorism.
When asked about Pak-
istan's ISPR statement
claiming that the Indian
Army is being politi-
cised after the Indian
Army Chief said that
terror activities in
Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir
were linked with Pak-
istan, Jaiswal re-
sponded, "The whole
world knows, who is
promoting terrorism. In
India, when we have
terror-related attacks,
where it is coming from,
we all know the genesis,
the root of cross-border
terrorism. So, in this
context, when the whole
world knows who is the
progenitor of cross-bor-
der terrorism, to say
that we are trying to
politicise something is
totally immaterial.
Everyone knows that
there are people, there
are countries who are
responsible for cross-
border terrorism and
we call upon Pakistan to
take strict action to stop
cross-border terrorism."
Pakistan's Inter-
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MI News Service, Washing-
ton (DC) : A Federal judge
in Seattle has ‘temporarily
blocked’ President Donald
Trump's recent Executive
order seeking to terminate
birthright citizenship in the
United States, calling the
order "blatantly unconstitu-
tional," Issuing a temporary
restraining order on Friday,
Judge John Coughenour, a
Ronald Reagan appointee,
responded to a legal chal-

lenge by Washington Attor-
ney General Nick Brown
and three other Democratic-
led states. The restraining
order halts the implementa-
tion of the policy for 14 days,
allowing for further legal
briefings.

"I have been on the
bench for over four decades.
I can't remember another
case where the question
presented was as clear,"
Judge Coughenour stated,

expressing disbelief that the
Executive order could have
been signed by any Presi-
dent. "Where were the
lawyers" when this decision
was made, the judge asked,
saying it "boggled" his mind
that any legal professional
would assert the order's
constitutionality. The law-
suit argues that Trump's ex-
ecutive order violates the
14th Amendment of the US
Constitution, which guaran-
tees citizenship to all chil-
dren born on American soil
"and subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof." According to
Lane Polozola, an attorney
representing the state of
Washington, "births cannot
be paused" during the legal
proceedings. He added, "Ba-
bies are being born today
here, and in the plaintiff
states and around the coun-
try, with a cloud cast over
their citizenship."
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Partha Chatterjee's health worsens

BSF finds out bunkers 
along borders with huge 

banned cough syrup

Calcutta Chamber holds 
meeting regarding fin & 

investment issues 

IIT Kharagpur ranks 
2nd in QSS rankings 

Civic Volunteer arrested in Manikach for 
allegedly raping a sick young woman

The essence of Sebaashray lies 
in its commitment to selfless 
service: Abhishek Banerjee 

International Cong on Glass in city 

Daytime vendor turned thief: 
mastermind behind 12 

robberies arrested in Haridevpur

Big plan for terrorist sabotage in 
India has been prepared in 

Bangladesh, information leaked 

Trial was completed in a hurry, 
says Mustaqin, who was send 
to death in Kultali case, in HC

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Partha Chatter-
jee is in the same situation. 
Although he was initially ad-
mitted with respiratory symp-
toms, Partha Chatterjee was 
shifted to the Cardiology ICU 
on Thursday afternoon as his 
physical condition dete-
riorated. He had to 
be given blood as 
his hemoglobin 
level dropped. 
According to 
hospital sourc-
es, although the 
swelling in his legs 
has reduced, his cre-
atinine level is still not under 
control. 

According to sources, af-
ter performing a chest X-ray, 
doctors plan to perform 
HRCT, Doppler test to check 
blood flow in the legs, USG, 
and Holter monitor to check 

for irregular heartbeats. Cur-
rently, Partha Chatterjee is 
being given low-dose oxygen 
from outside through a nasal 
cannula. 

Partha was admitted to 
SSKM on Monday with symp-
toms of respiratory distress. 

Since then, he has been 
receiving treatment 

there. However, 
within 24 hours 
of admission, he 
started feeling 
somewhat better. 

At that time, he was 
admitted to the emer-

gency observation ward. 
However, since then, his 
physical condition has start-
ed deteriorating again. On 
Thursday evening, Partha's 
hemoglobin level dropped to 
6. Creatinine was 2.8. His legs 
were swollen, and his pulse 
rate was irregular. 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Calcutta Chamber 
of Commerce recently held 
a meeting regarding finance 
and investment issues. The 
meeting was attended by 
Dinesh Jain (Past President, 
Calcutta Chamber of Com-
merce), Sandeep Tandon 
(Founder & Chief Invest-
ment Officer Quant Mutual 
Fund), Anant Saharia (Sr. 
Vice President, Calcutta 
Chamber of Commerce), 
Annurag Jhunjhunwala 
(Vice President, Calcutta 
Chamber of Commerce).

Calcutta Chamber of 
Commerce, founded in 
1830, has been playing a 
pioneering role in fostering 
trade and commerce. The 

Chamber while encouraging 
excellence in different fields 
of human endeavour also 
promotes debates on issues 
pertaining to Civil Society.

Distinguished speakers 
spoke regarding various 
financial and investment 
related issues. According 
to the eminent speakers, 
India is one of the few coun-
tries which have the highest 
savings rate. Traditionally, 
Indians have preferred in-
vesting in assets offering 
guaranteed returns, irre-
spective of how low the 
returns are. A major part 
of the savings is therefore 
invested in tangible assets 
like fixed deposits and real 
estate.

MI News Service,  
Kharagpur:  The Indi-
an Institute of Technolo-
gy Kharagpur (IIT KGP) 
has achieved a significant 
milestone by ranking 2nd 
in India in the prestigious 
QS World University Rank-
ings: Sustainability 2025. 
The institute has made a 
remarkable leap of 147 
places globally, securing the 
202nd position overall, 23rd 
in Asia, and 2nd among all 
Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (IITs).  The QS Sustain-
ability Rankings, released 
by Quacquarelli Symonds 
(QS), evaluated 1,751 in-
stitutions worldwide based 
on their performance in 
environmental research, 
sustainability practices, 
knowledge exchange, em-
ployability, and governance.

IIT Kharagpur’s strong 
performance in these areas 
highlights its commitment 
to advancing sustainability 
and contributing to societal 

impact. Prof. V. K. Tewari, 
Director of IIT Kharagpur, 
expressed pride in the insti-
tute’s achievement, stating 
that the recognition reflects 
IIT Kharagpur’s dedication 
to fostering innovation, en-
vironmental research, and 
green energy initiatives. He 
emphasised that the insti-
tute is actively contributing 
to India’s development goals 
through advancements in 
fields such as artificial intel-
ligence, 5G networks, safety 
engineering, precision ag-
riculture, and smart infra-
structure. The director high-
lighted the institute’s focus 
on integrating sustainable 
practices across academia, 
research, and campus oper-
ations, ensuring graduates 
are wellequipped to address 
global challenges. He further 
reaffirmed IIT Kharagpur’s 
vision of creating a sustain-
able and resilient future in 
alignment with national pol-
icies and priorities. 

MI News Service,  
Krishnaganj:  While dig-
ging up at a garden on 
suspicion, the BSF found 
3 bunkers along the Indo 
- Bangladesh border area. 
The BSF got astonished see-
ing thousands of bottles of 
banned cough syrup inside 
the iron bunkers.

There was the informa-
tion to BSF that there were 
some iron bunkers at a 
place near border in Nadia's 
Krishnaganj.

So, the BSF started to  dig 
up the same in a garden of 
the concerned area recently. 

A bunker was recovered 
by digging the soil inside the 
garden.

It is learned that the BSF 
recovered three bunkers. 
There was a sensation in the 
area surrounding the recov-
ery of these bunkers.

The BSF had already 
received information that 
several iron bunkers were 
buried in this garden. On 

receiving that information, 
the BSF conducted a raid in 
the area near the India-Ban-
gladesh border. Three iron 
bunkers were recovered 
from under the ground in-
side a garden. Thousands 
of bottles of banned cup 
syrup were recovered.  It is 
believed that the smugglers 
had collected these syrups 
with the intention of smug-
gling them to Bangladesh.

However, due to increase 
surveillance at the inter-
national border, they were 
unable to smuggle them and 
fled by burying them under-
ground.

And in a few days, Repub-
lic Day is coming. On that oc-
casion, the BSF are keeping 
a tight vigil. However, the 
smugglers' smuggling plans 
do not seem to be stopping. 
This incident has once again 
hints that. 

Above all the militants 
might take the advantage of 
such bunkers.

MI News Service,  
Malda: A Civic Volunteer 
has been accused of rap-
ing a sick young woman  in 
Manikach. The allegation is 
against the civic volunteer 
created stir in the area. The 
police have already arrested 
the civic volunteer after the 
complaint was filed. Local 
residents are demanding 
strict punishment for the ac-
cused. 

It is known that the ar-
rested civic officer used to 
work under the Manikchak 
police station. The victim's 
family members say that 
their daughter had been 
ill for several days. On re-
ceiving the news, the civic 

officer contacted the young 
woman's family members. 
He also said that he would 
sweep her and make her 
well. A commotion also 
started. He asked the fam-
ily members to bring water 

from the Ganga. The family 
members went to bring wa-
ter as he had said. 

Allegedly, the young man 
took advantage of the emp-
ty house while the family 
members were going to the 
Ganges and committed the 
crime. He took the young 
woman to a room in the 
house and raped her. 

Later, when the family  
members came to know 
about it when they returned 
home. Without delay, they 
went straight to the Man-
ikchak police station. The 
police took action after re-
ceiving the complaint. The 
accused Civic was arrested 
from the area. 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Shri Abhishek 
Banerjee visited 9-year-old 
Altaf Hosen Ghorami at the 
Jagannath Gupta Institute of 
Medical Sciences and Hospi-
tal, where the young boy re-
cently underwent a life-sav-
ing surgery for a congenital 
cardiac anomaly.

He took time to personal-
ly speak with Altaf, offering 
his words of encouragement 

and ensuring that the child's 
recovery was on track. With 
a deep sense of responsibil-
ity, he also instructed the 
medical team to ensure the 
best post-operative care for 
Altaf.

The essence of #Se-
baashray lies in its commit-
ment to selfless service and 
the profound impact it cre-
ates in people’s lives, said 
Abhishekh Banerjee. Today, 

as I met 9-year-old Altaf 
Hosen Ghorami, who under-
went a critical cardiac sur-
gery after his condition was 
identified at a Sebaashray 
camp, I was overwhelmed 
by the sight of his vibrant 
smile and his parents’ visible 
relief.

Altaf’s story is a testament 
to what collective resolve 
and meticulous execution 
can achieve. From timely di-
agnosis to successful surgery 
at Jagannath Gupta Institute 
of Medical Sciences and Hos-
pital on January 18, every 
step reaffirmed the power of 
purposeful intervention.

This journey wouldn’t 
have been possible without 
the exemplary dedication of 
the medical team that em-
braced the immense respon-
sibility of saving a young life. 
Altaf’s smile is now etched 
in my memory, serving as a 
beacon of hope and inspi-
ration as we continue this 
mission.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The "City of Joy," 
Kolkata recently hosted the 
XXVII International Con-
gress on Glass (ICG 2025). 
Organized by CSIR-Central 
Glass and Ceramic Research 
Institute (CSIR-CGCRI), 
the prestigious event com-
menced at the Biswa Bangla 
Convention Centre and will 
conclude on January 24th. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union 
Minister of State for Science 
& Technology and Earth Sci-
ences, graced the inaugu-
ration ceremony. The event 
brought together eminent 
figures from the global glass 
community, including Prof. 
Hiroyuki Inoue, President, 
ICG & Professor, University 
of Tokyo, Japan; Prof. Re-
inhart Conradt, Immediate 
Past President, ICG & Uni-

glass AC GmbH, Germany; 
Prof. Manoj Choudhary, 
Former President, ICG and 
Adjunct Professor, The Ohio 
State University, USA and 
Prof. Alicia Duran, Former 
President, ICG and Research 
Professor, CSIC, Instituto de 
Cerámica y Vidrio, Madrid, 
Spain. This marks a signifi-
cant achievement for CGCRI, 
which previously hosted the 
ICG in 1986.

Prof. Bikramjit Basu, Di-
rector of CSIR-CGCRI, em-
phasized that the Congress 
aims to facilitate a dynam-
ic exchange of ideas and 
knowledge among partic-
ipants and address criti-
cal challenges and explore 
promising opportunities 
within the field of glass tech-
nology.

The Glass Congress, a tri-

ennial event organized by 
the International Commis-
sion on Glass (ICG), serves 
as a pivotal platform for the 
global glass community to 
exchange ideas, knowledge, 
and experiences.

The Congress hosted over 
550 delegates, including 150 
international participants 
from 20 countries. The dis-
tinguished attendees includ-
ed eminent researchers, 
academicians, industry lead-
ers, young faculty members, 
and students. The event fea-
tured 11 Plenary Speakers, 
22 Keynote Speakers, and 
94 Invited Speakers, who 
contributed through insight-
ful presentations and discus-
sions. Furthermore, there 
were around 140 poster pre-
sentations and 111 contribu-
tory presentations.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: A man who 
spent his days selling gin-
ger, garlic, and clothes 
in the local market while 
secretly surveying homes 
for potential robberies has 
finally been caught by the 
police. This criminal, who 
operated under the guise 
of a harmless vendor, was 
arrested after successfully 
looting 12 homes in Ha-
ridevpur.

The thief, Identified as 
Yunis Khan, and his ac-
complice, Milan, were 
apprehended by Ha-
ridevpur police after a 
series of robberies in the 
area. They were arrested 
in Guma, a locality near 
North 24 Parganas, af-
ter a thorough investiga-
tion led by police officer 
JaydevBairagi. Yunis and 
Milan are scheduled to be 
presented in court.

The chain of robberies 
had left residents of Ha-
ridevpur in fear, prompt-
ing multiple complaints to 
the local police. Initially, 
investigations were at a 
standstill, as there were 
no clear leads or suspects. 
However, after collecting 
CCTV footage from near-
by areas, investigators 
identified a suspicious 
figure—dressed in black 
clothes—emerging from 
several homes. Despite 
the clear sighting, the 
thief’s face remained con-
cealed, making it difficult 
for authorities to identify 
him.

As the police closed in 
on the culprit, Yunis re-
alized he was being hunt-
ed. Fearing capture, he 
fled Haridevpur for Na-
rendrapur’sNuhat area, 
where he took refuge in 
his own house. However, 

even there, he felt vulner-
able, and soon, he was on 
the move again, trying to 
evade the police.

Under the leadership of 
officer JaydevBairagi, a 
team of investigators pur-
sued Yunis across various 
locations. Finally, their 
persistence paid off when 
they managed to capture 
him in Guma, ending his 
criminal run.

The police learned that 
Yunis had been operating 
as a street vendor during 
the day, selling vegeta-
bles, clothes, and other 
items. His familiarity with 
the locals made him a 
trusted figure in the com-
munity, and many resi-
dents regularly purchased 
goods from him. No one 
suspected that this friend-
ly vendor, who made a liv-
ing selling items, was also 
masterminding a series of 
robberies under the cover 
of darkness.

Yunis’ ability to blend 
into the community and 
his clever use of disguis-
es had allowed him to rob 
homes without drawing 
attention. 

The police are continu-
ing their investigation and 
are hopeful that this ar-
rest will help solve other 
unsolved cases in the re-
gion. 

MI News Service,  
Murshidabad: Experts are 
in no doubt about the re-
newed rise of militant ac-
tivity during the Yunus era. 
Since the change of gov-
ernment, Bangladeshi fun-
damentalist organizations 
have become desperate to 
spread their net in India. 
Now, another organization 
has joined the list.

For months, an organi-
zation called 'Jaha India' 
has been carrying out rad-
ical activities across a vast 
area of ​​Murshidabad. It is 
receiving help from Ban-
gladesh. According to a re-
port from the central intel-
ligence agencies obtained 
by TV9 Bangla, the 'Jaha 

India' organization in Mur-
shidabad is being support-
ed by the JMB militant or-
ganization of Bangladesh. 
They came to India through 
a secret route from that 
country and held a meeting 
with 'Jaha India' in a secret 
camp in Jharkhand a few 
days ago.

After that, another explo-
sive information was made 
public within a day. It has 
been learned that it is not 
just JMB. This 'Zaha India' 
has been joined by another 
fundamentalist militant or-
ganization in Bangladesh 
called 'Tawhidul Ulaiya'. 
Basically, they want to in-
crease their militant activ-
ities in India through the 

help of 'Zaha India'.
On January 3, a meeting 

was held with Jaha India 
in this regard in Lalgola. 
However, members of JMB 
were also present in that 
meeting. Basically, this fun-
damentalist organization 
called 'Tawhidul Ulaiya' 
wants to open its branch 
in India. And in that work, 
they want 'Jaha India' as 
their partner.

How will the network 
spread?

It is learnt that this mil-
itant organization is in-
terested in expanding its 
network in India by divid-
ing into five layers. Murshi-
dabad will be the epicenter 
of that plan.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Baruipur POC-
SO court has sentenced him 
to death for raping and mur-
dering a minor. The sentence 
has been announced after 
61 days. Death row convict 
Mustaqin Sardar has now ap-
proached the Calcutta High 
Court against the verdict. 
He claims that the trial was 
completed in a hurry. His 
statement was not listened to 
seriously. His appeal is likely 
to be heard next Monday.

On October 4, a fourth 
minor girl was accused of 
raping and murdering her in 
Kultali, South 24 Parganas. 
Mustaqin was arrested that 
night. Kultali became heat-
ed over the rape and murder 
of the minor girl in the wake 
of the RG Kar scandal. Local 
residents were furious. The 
police had to struggle to con-
trol the situation.

A seat was formed to in-
vestigate the incident. The 
charge sheet was submitted 
to the Baruipur POCSO court 
on October 30. The Baruipur 
POCSO court convicted him 

on December 5. He was con-
victed in the POCSO Act, mur-
der case and rape-murder 
case. The judge sentenced 
Mustaqin to death the next 
day, December 6. 

When Mustaqin was tak-
en to court on the day of the 
sentencing, he claimed that 
he had done nothing. He 
was framed. Now he has ap-
proached the Calcutta High 
Court. He alleged that his 
statement was not listened 
to seriously in the Baruipur 

POCSO court. He also alleged 
that the trial was completed 
in a hurry.

The state and the CBI 
have approached the Cal-
cutta High Court against the 
Sealdah court verdict in the 
RG Kar case. They have de-
manded the hanging of con-
victed Sanjay Roy. And Mus-
taqin, convicted in the Kultali 
rape-murder case, has gone 
to the High Court alleging 
that his statement was not 
listened to seriously.

Protest meeting of INTTUC in front of Sealdah DRM office in Kolkata on Friday. 
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Allegations of question leak ignite 
controversy among West Bengal doctors

State Edu Dept to implement mutual teachers’
transfer, tightens security against exam leaks

Opposition MPs suspended...

Dalit votes may split...

From PG 1
clause-by-clause, for the
same reason, on the Oppo-
sition's suggestion. The
Opposition created a
ruckus before Mirwaiz and
it is against parliamentary
democracy. The meeting
will now happen on Janu-
ary 27, a note of dissent
will be presented on Janu-
ary 28 and we will submit
to the Speaker on January
29," Dubey  informed.

Earlier in the day, Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq of Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Ulema on
Friday hoped that the deci-
sion regarding the Waqf
issue won't be made in
haste so that the Muslims
in the country feel disem-
powered. He said  the
Waqf board issue remains
important since it is con-
nected to the future of
Muslims. He said that they
have prepared a memo-
randum and plan to dis-
cuss their concerns in a
step-by-step manner.

Jagdambika Pal, Chair-
man of the JPC, on Friday,
said that a meeting has
been scheduled on Janu-
ary 29 for the final adop-
tion of the clauses, which

will be discussed in detail
on January 27. He had
said that the JPC members
were supposed to hear the
suggestions from a delega-
tion led by Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq.

The Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee on the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill is
to submit its report during
the Budget session. The
term of the committee was
extended during the win-
ter session of Parliament.

The Waqf Act of 1995,
enacted to regulate Waqf
properties, has long been
criticised for issues such as
mismanagement, corrup-
tion, and encroachments.

The Budget session of
Parliament will commence
on January 31 and con-
tinue till April 4, with the
Union Budget to be pre-
sented on February 1.

The Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, aims to
address these challenges
by introducing reforms
such as digitisation, en-
hanced audits, improved
transparency, and legal
mechanisms to reclaim il-
legally occupied proper-
ties.  

From PG 1
including the AAP and
Congress, added fuel to the
war of narratives ahead of
the February 5 polls. How-
ever, the BJP has coun-
tered it aggressively.

The Kumar family is
what the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) would consider the
archetype of its welfare
model in Delhi. The 10-
member family, who lives
in East Delhi’s Kondli con-
stituency, is the beneficiary
of most of its schemes.

With only one earning
member between them,
who makes around Rs
50,000 a month, the elder
Kumar say they are able to
save Rs 10,000 monthly
from free power, water,
bus rides for women, and
the mohalla clinics for
small ailments, plus the in-
tangibles in terms of im-
provement in schools.

While the Opposition
may accuse the AAP and
Kejriwal of making empty
promises, the family of
Kumar’s – ranging be-
tween the ages of 85 and
16 – are convinced that he
will keep his word, partic-
ularly on cash handouts to
women. Kejriwal, the
sense is, is someone who
“gets things done”.

The AAP has won the
Kondli reserved seat the
past three times (2013,
2015, 2020). Not much
seems to have changed in
these 12 years, with the
constituency comprising
packed houses with shared
walls and tiny lanes. Over-
flowing drains, sewage
problems, as well as bad
roads remain the main
talking points in the seat.

On Thursday, as sitting
MLA and AAP nominee
Kuldeep Kumar arrives for
a corner meeting at A
Block in Kondli village,
Premvati, 80, occupies the
front row. The matriarch
of another family of
Sachdev, she has come to
the meeting alone, and is
among the 100-120
women in the audience.

Arriving to the shower
of flower petals from first
floors of houses and to slo-
gans of “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai” and “Jai Jai Jai Jai Jai
Bheem”, Kumar says Ke-
jriwal is a “vaade nibhane
waala (someone who
keeps his promises)”.

“He kept his promise to
provide electricity and
water 24X7. He made free
travel for women possible.
He will now give Rs 2,100
to women through the
Mahilla Samman. Is that
right?” Kumar asks.

Premvati and others
put their hands up to re-
spond with an emphatic
“haan”. Dhamdeep Singh,
45, Premvati’s son who
works at the Agra branch
of the Uttar Pradesh Excise
Department, is the family’s
sole breadwinner, support-
ing wife Meena, their two
kids, as well as his elder
brother Prabuddh’s family
of four. The pension Prem-
vati gets for her late hus-
band, who worked at
Mahanagar Telephone
Nigam Limited or MTNL (a
Central government body)

and retired as a supervi-
sor, helps.

Says Prabuddh, 56,
who lost his job after a
court case: “Welfare
schemes toh pehli bhi
theen, but Kejriwal ji ne
karke diya (There used to
be welfare schemes earlier
as well, but Kejriwal has
actually implemented
them).

Prabuddh’s wife Neetu
enrolled recently for the
Mahila Samman Yojana as
part of a pre-poll drive
held by the AAP govern-
ment. Looking forward to
the same, she talks of how
they have benefited under
the AAP, including no elec-
tricity bill in winters de-
spite their large family.
“Water is clean. Earlier,
the roads were full of
garbage but now, a truck
comes every morning to
collect it. Overall, most
things get done quicker. I
can also trust the mohalla
clinic for small illnesses.
They have a good stock of
medicines.”

Their daughter
Sankissa, 22, a first-time
voter, is doing a stenogra-
phy course alongside BA in
English from an open uni-
versity. “I studied at a gov-
ernment school. My
seniors would tell me how
much things had im-
proved, be it the benches
or the general infrastruc-
ture,” she says, adding
that she is able to pursue
the stenography course
now because of the free
bus ride scheme for
women. Sankissa trains at
a centre at Noida, 30 min-
utes away, and a bus ride
would otherwise have cost
her Rs 15 per ride. Apart
from the money saved, she
feels safe as most of her
co-passengers are women,
Sankissa says.  Realising
the pull of the AAP govern-
ment’s schemes, rivals BJP
and Congress too have
promised similar benefits
this time. To counter the
AAP’s Mahila Samman Yo-
jana, the BJP has promised
Rs 2,500 under the Mahila
Samridhi Yojana. If the
BJP has the Centre’s
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
for healthcare, the AAP
has rolled out Sanjeevani
Yojana promising free
medical care in govern-
ment and private hospitals
for all citizens above 60.
There are other promises,
from education to cylin-
ders Dhamdeep Singh
knows about the same but,
for him, the difference is
that the AAP is interested
in doing “seva (service)”
while the BJP “frames its
narrative based on elec-
tions”. “They have money
and muscle power. Be-
sides, Harsh Malhotra (the
BJP Kondli candidate and
its East Delhi MP) has not
come to our area even
once.” That seems to be
working in the favour of
Kuldeep Kumar, who
started out as a social
worker and activist in the
area and is known to have
grassroots connect. In
2020, then just 25, Kumar
had won Kondli by 18,000
votes.

Full dress rehearsal for the Republic Day parade held at Red Road in Kolkata on Friday.

PM Modi reiterates
govt commitment..

India slams 
Pakistan, asks...

State govt accepts
central proposal for
street vendor survey

From PG 1
of true progress." Kharge
further stated that cele-
brating the National Girl
Child Day is a reminder to
rededicate ourselves to-
wards ending gender dis-
crimination and providing
every girl with the oppor-
tunities she deserves.

Taking to X, Kharge
wrote, "Gender equality is
the basis of true progress.
Congress-UPA established
National Girl Child Day in
2008, rooted in India's
constitutional principles.
Let the observance of Na-
tional Girl Child Day be-
comes a reminder to
rededicate ourselves to-
wards ending gender in-
equality and providing
every girl with the oppor-
tunities she deserves - ed-
ucation, healthcare, safety,
and proper nutrition."

National Girl Child
Day, celebrated every year
on January 24 in India, is
a significant occasion ded-
icated to highlighting the
rights, education and wel-
fare of girls. Initiated in
2008, by the Ministry of
Women and Child Devel-
opment, the day aims to
raise awareness about the
importance of empowering
girls and creating an envi-
ronment where they can
thrive without the barriers
of gender discrimination.

According to an official
release from the Ministry
of Women and Child De-
velopment, National Girl
Child Day is an opportu-
nity to raise awareness
about the rights of girls
and ensure they are pro-
vided with equal opportu-
nities and support, free
from gender biases. The
day also seeks to high-
light the inequalities
faced by girls, promote
education for them and
encourage society to
value and respect girls as
equals.

A key focus is on
changing societal atti-
tudes towards girls, ad-
dressing issues like
female foeticide, raising
awareness about the de-
clining sex ratio and fos-
tering a more inclusive
and equitable environ-
ment for the girl child.

From PG 1
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) issued the state-
ment after Indian Army
Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi termed Pakistan
as the epicentre of terror-
ism and said that 80 per
cent of terrorists active in
Jammu and Kashmir are
Pakistanis.

In his annual Army
Day press conference on
January 13, General
Dwivedi blamed Pakistan
for the violence levels in
the Union Territory saying
it was being orchestrated
by the epicentre of terror-
ism that is Pakistan.

"If the support is not
forthcoming the way India
is looking at it, this kind
of terrorist infiltration will
continue to be there," he
said. The Army Chief said
that the parliamentary
elections and assembly
elections in the Union Ter-
ritory both had nearly 60
per cent voting.

"It means that the
local population is going
with the peace. People of
Jammu and Kashmir are
shunning violence and vi-
olence is being orches-
trated by our Western
adversary Pakistan," the
chief said.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal Educa-
tion Department is set to
introduce a new system for
teachers seeking transfers,
including a mutual trans-
fer (or ‘swap’) mechanism.
This system will soon be
activated, as confirmed by
Education Minister
BratyaBasu. Previously,
teachers could apply for
transfers through the ‘Ut-
sashree’ portal, which al-
lowed for transfers based
on individual circum-
stances. However, com-
plaints have surfaced
recently, claiming that the
transfer process has
slowed down and applica-
tions are no longer being
processed as efficiently.
Minister Basu assured that

steps are being taken to
resolve the issue and that
the mutual transfer
process will be imple-
mented soon.

Basu shared these de-
tails during his visit to a
private school event in Ra-
jarhat. He addressed
media queries by stating
that the discussion regard-
ing the mutual transfer of
teachers is ongoing, but a
final timeline for the initia-
tive was yet to be con-
firmed. “We are working
rapidly to implement this
system, and it will be up
and running very soon. We
will review past proce-
dures and introduce a
clear policy for surplus
transfers,” he added. Any
decisions will be finalized

in consultation with Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee. In addition to the
transfer system, Basu also
spoke about measures
being taken to prevent
question paper leaks dur-
ing board exams. Every
year, there are allegations
of question paper leaks,
which are often used by
opposition parties to criti-
cize the government. In re-
sponse, the Education
Department is implement-
ing advanced technology
for the 2025 Madhyamik
and Higher Secondary
exams to prevent any pos-
sibility of such leaks. The
government has already
apprehended the criminal
syndicates involved in the
2024 leaks, and Basu ex-

pressed confidence that no
such incidents would occur
in the future.

“The criminal net-
works that were responsi-
ble for the leaks last year
have been arrested. We
are now taking stronger
steps to ensure that these
activities do not happen
again. Regular discussions
are being held between the
Madhyamik and Higher
Secondary Education
Boards and district admin-
istrators to ensure the
smooth conduct of the
exams,” said Basu. He also
pointed out that a well-or-
ganized racket had been
selling leaked question pa-
pers to students for a sig-
nificant sum. Allegations
had surfaced regarding

some government officials’
involvement in these illegal
activities.

To tackle this, the gov-
ernment is introducing
modern technology to se-
cure question papers, aim-
ing to eliminate the
possibility of any leaks.
“We are confident that
with this new system in
place, there will be no
question paper leaks dur-
ing the upcoming exams,”
Basu concluded. The de-
partment’s efforts to mod-
ernize the security
measures around board
exams have raised hopes
that this year’s Madhyamik
and Higher Secondary
exams will be conducted
without any disruptions or
controversies.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Fresh allega-
tions of question paper leaks have
plunged the medical fraternity in West
Bengal into a heated controversy. Doctors
associated with RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital, including Tapas Pramanik
and Nilanjan Ghosh, have been accused of
leaking examination questions to benefit
protest supporters. A faction of junior
postgraduate trainees brought these ac-
cusations to the forefront, addressing a
formal complaint to Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee.

The allegations emerged through a
widely circulated letter on WhatsApp, re-
portedly directed to the Chief Minister, ac-
cusing the two doctors of misconduct
during a recent examination. The letter,
signed only as "Junior Doctors," alleges
that the accused violated exam protocols
and were directly involved in the leak.
However, questions remain about the au-
thenticity of the letter and whether it was
officially submitted to the Chief Minister.

The controversy has sparked intense
debate within the West Bengal Junior
Doctors’ Federation (WBJDF) and its rival

faction, the West Bengal Junior Doctors’
Association (WBJADA). Leaders like
Shreesh Chakraborty of WBJADA have
dismissed the letter's validity, stating, “We
did not issue this letter, nor are we aware
of who did. However, if there are allega-
tions of irregularities and question leaks,
they must be investigated thoroughly to
ensure fairness.” Dr. Tapas Pramanik has
vehemently denied the accusations, call-
ing the letter a baseless attempt to tarnish
his reputation. “The letter refers to the
Chief Minister as ‘Sir,’ which is unusual.
It’s clearly fake. My role at the hospital
has no direct connection with exams or
the college administration. This is a delib-
erate effort to defame me,” Pramanik as-
serted. He has reportedly lodged a
complaint with the police, demanding a
thorough inquiry into the matter.

In response, the WBJADA has urged
authorities to investigate the matter im-
partially, ensuring no student feels disad-
vantaged. “A transparent inquiry is
crucial to uphold fairness. If the allega-
tions are proven, strict actions must fol-
low,” stated a WBJADA representative.

Payel Mithai Sarkar receives
National Youth Inspiration Award

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
Fan event held in Kolkata

Fog grounds flights, passengers
stranded at Kolkata Airport

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Payel Mithai Sarkar,
renowned for her acting
and dedicated social serv-
ice, has been honored with
the “National Youth Inspi-
ration” award as the “Best
Social Worker” for 2025.
The award was presented
by Uttar Pradesh Educa-
tional Minister Satish
Chandra Dwivedi in Delhi.
Payel has been active”y in-

volved in supporting acid-
affected women and can-
cer survivors. The
ceremony, held at the LTG
Auditorium in Delhi on
January 23, was organized
by the Government of NCT
Delhi on the occasion of
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose’s birthday. Payel is
the first woman from Ben-
gal to receive this presti-
gious recognition.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A special meet-and-greet
event was organized with
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
team captain Subhasish
Bose, alongside teammates
Asish Rai, AshiqueKu-
runiyan, Deepak Tangri,
and Liston Colaco. The
event, held at South City
Mall in Kolkata, offered
fans a unique opportunity
to interact with their foot-
ball heroes and participate
in engaging activities to cel-
ebrate their passion for the
sport.Expressing his

thoughts on the occasion,
Vinay Chopra, Director of
Mohun Bagan Super Giant,
said, “Kolkata is a city with
unmatched enthusiasm for
sports, especially football.
Representing Mohun Bagan
here is a privilege. Meeting
our fans at this event was a
special experience—they
are the soul of our team,
and their passion motivates
us every time we step onto
the field. These interactions
remind us of the legacy we
uphold and the impact we
have on our supporters.”

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Fog-induced disruptions
have severely impacted air
travel, leaving passengers
stranded and frustrated.
On Friday morning, a flight
scheduled to depart from
Kolkata to Bagdogra was
abruptly cancelled just
moments before depar-
ture, sparking outrage
among passengers at the
airport.

The chaos began early
in the day when the mete-
orological department’s
forecast of dense fog came
true. Although winter has
yet to fully set in, the early
morning hours saw streets
and runways blanketed in
thick fog, reducing visibil-
ity to a mere 50 meters at
Kolkata airport. This sig-
nificant drop in visibility
led to widespread disrup-
tions in air traffic. Several
flights circled mid-air,
awaiting clearance, while
others were diverted to al-
ternative airports.

One such incident in-
volved a passenger travel-
ing from Delhi to Bagdogra
who found themselves un-
expectedly deplaned in
Kolkata. This unforeseen
disruption added to the
passengers’ frustrations.

The most significant
outburst occurred when

passengers of the Bagdo-
gra-bound flight, sched-
uled for 5:30 AM from
Kolkata, were informed of
the cancellation shortly be-
fore departure. Many had
arrived at the airport well
in advance, only to face
last-minute disappoint-
ment. Passengers accused
airline authorities of fail-
ing to communicate effec-
tively and questioned why
the decision to cancel the
flight was not made ear-
lier.

“The airline didn’t give
us a clear reason for the
cancellation. If they knew
the weather was problem-
atic, why wait until the last
minute to inform us?” a
disgruntled passenger de-
manded.

The airport authorities,
however, explained that
the disruptions were
caused by the dense fog
that enveloped the area.
“Efforts are underway to
address the situation as
quickly as possible. Ad-
vanced CAT III lighting sys-
tems are being employed
to improve visibility on the
runways,” an official said.
However, they admitted
that services could take
time to normalize if
weather conditions do not
improve.

Road collapse on Shakespeare Sarani
poses danger to pedestrians and traffic

Two fatal road accidents in Newtown and
Belgharia Leaves multiple injured

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Once again, Kolkata’s
roads have become the
scene of a potential disas-
ter, as a road collapse in
the Shakespeare Sarani
police jurisdiction has cre-
ated a massive sinkhole in
the middle of the street.
The size of the hole is
gradually increasing, pos-
ing a severe hazard to both
pedestrians and vehicles
passing through the area.
The situation has raised
serious concerns among
locals and traffic authori-
ties, as the road has be-
come a potential death
trap.

The collapse, which
spans a significant portion
of the road, is expanding
by the day, making the al-
ready dangerous situation
worse. Pedestrians have
expressed growing anxiety,

with many fearing that a
major accident could occur
at any moment if caution is
not exercised. In response
to the immediate threat,
the traffic police have tem-
porarily covered the sink-
hole with iron sheets,
allowing vehicles to pass
over it. However, this
makeshift solution has
raised concerns about the
long-term safety of the
road.

The residents and com-
muters are calling for im-
mediate action from the
authorities to repair the
road and prevent any fur-
ther accidents. With the
city’s infrastructure show-
ing signs of wear and tear,
the Shakespeare Sarani in-
cident is a stark reminder
of the need for swift and
efficient road maintenance
to ensure public safety. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment has agreed to imple-
ment the central
government’s proposal for
conducting a street vendor
survey. As a result, the state
administration has now ini-
tiated the process of gather-
ing socio-economic data on
registered street vendors
and their families across
every municipal area, fol-
lowing central guidelines.

Government sources re-
veal that this project is es-
sential to secure continued
funding from the central
government for urban devel-
opment initiatives. Without
complying with this survey,
the state could face cuts in
central allocations. There-
fore, to ensure the uninter-
rupted flow of financial aid,
the state government has
given its approval to the sur-
vey. The central government
is also keen to address socio-
economic issues in rural
areas, with various welfare
programs aimed at finan-
cially disadvantaged popula-
tions. This survey aligns with
those initiatives, focusing on
both urban and rural com-
munities. Street vendors,
who generally run their
businesses with limited cap-
ital, play a crucial role in the
local economy by providing
affordable goods to con-
sumers. Recognizing this,
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs at the central
level has launched the “PM
Street Vendors Atma Nirb-
har Nidhi” scheme, offering
registered vendors loans.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Two major road accidents
early Friday in Newtown
and on the Belghoria Ex-
pressway resulted in two
fatalities and several in-
juries, highlighting the dan-
gers of reckless driving and
poor visibility during foggy
conditions.The first incident
occurred on the Belghoria
Expressway when a speed-
ing sand-laden truck col-
lided with an app-based cab
near a steel factory. The cab
was crushed, leaving three
passengers critically in-
jured. Police arrested the

truck driver and are inves-
tigating mechanical issues,
speeding, and potential al-
cohol influence.In New-
town, a young woman,
Maknali Das, tragically lost
her life near Shapoorji
Bridge. She suffered a fatal
head injury when the mo-
torcycle she was riding on
lost control. Two others on
the bike sustained minor in-
juries. Fog and speeding are
suspected contributors to
the crash.Authorities are
urging caution, particularly
during adverse weather
conditions.
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Name Change
I, Anup Kumar Mahapatra S/o Lt.
Achintya Mahapatra R/A Village +
P.O. - Garbari, P.S. - Bhupatina-
gar, Dist - Purba Medinipur, PIN -
721626 (WB) by faith - Hindu, by
occupation - Cultivation have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Anup
Mahapatra as declared before the
Notary Public at Contai Court,
Dist - Purba Medinipur (WB) vide
Affidavit No. - 19354 dated -
23.09.2013. Anup Kumar Maha-
patra and Anup Mahapatra both
are same and identical person. 

Name Change
I, Manas Kumar Barik S/o
Bangabijoy Barik R/A 32/A/1,
Subhas Pally, Regent Estate, P.S -
Netajinagar, Kolkata - 700092
(WB) have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
Manas Barik as declared before
the Ld. Judicial Magistrate Court,
1st Class at Alipore (WB) vide Af-
fidavit no. 6783 dated 24.01.20
25.  Manas Kumar Barik and
Manas Barik both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, MANOJ KUMAR SINGH S/O
Late Uma Sankar Singh resident
of 62/1, Hidaram Banerjee Lane,
Bowbazar, Kolkata-700012
WEST BENGAL, India do hereby
solemnly affirm & declaring my
actual name MANOJ KUMAR
SINGH instead of MANOJ SINGH
which is wrongly recorded in my
daughter Sakchi Singh's Birth
Certificate (No. 159127), vide an
affidavit sworn before the Ld. Ju-
dicial Magistrate(1st Class) at
Kolkata on 15/01/2025. MANOJ
KUMAR SINGH and MANOJ
SINGH both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mita Kansabanik Chakraborty
W/o. Badal Kansabanik (After
Marriage) R/o. 84/1, Sekh Para
Lane, Santragachi, Howrah-
711204, W.B. have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Mita Chakraborty D/o.
Rabin Chakraborty (After divorce)
vide an affidavit no. 11 sworn be-
fore Judicial Magistrate, Howrah
Court on 11/12/24. Mita Kansa-
banik Chakraborty W/o. Badal
Kansabanik & Mita Chakraborty
D/o. Rabin Chakraborty both are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjoy Das (old name) S/o. Ba-
sudeb Das R/o. Bandipur, Haripal,
Hooghly-712407, W.B. have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Sanjay
Das (new name) vide an affidavit
no. 83 sworn before Notary Pub-
lic, Serampore, Hooghly Court on
03/01/2025. Sanjoy Das & Sanjay
Das S/o. Basudeb Das both are
the same & one identical per-
son.Tina Das is my daughter.

Name Change
I, SREEBASH DAS (Old Name) S/O
GOPAL DAS Residing at Pat-
tabuka Natagram, P.S.-Gaighata,
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin
- 743249, West Bengal, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SHRIBAS
DAS (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public govt of
India vide affidavit Dated 24-01-
2025. SREEBASH DAS (Old
Name) and SHRIBAS DAS (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, RAKIB HASSAN MOLLA (Old
Name) S/O MD ABDULLAH
MOLLA Residing at Jalkhura
(South), Halder Para, P.O.&P.S.-
Maheshtala, District - South 24
Parganas, Pin - 700141, West
Bengal, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
MD RAKIB HASSAN MOLLA (New
Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public govt of India vide affi-
davit Dated 24-01-2025. RAKIB
HASSAN MOLLA (Old Name) and
MD RAKIB HASSAN MOLLA (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Aparna Das W/o Pinaki Das Re-
siding at 17/7, U K Dutta Road,
Dum Dum Cantonment, P.o+P.s -
Dum Dum, District - 24 Pgs(N),
Pin- 700028 West Bengal India
shall henceforth be known as
Aparna Mondal Das. I declare
that Aparna Mondal Das and
Aparna Mondal is same and one
identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 24-01-2025.

Name Change
I, Suchandra Talukder W/o Dilip
Talukdar Residing at Vill - Chikan
Para Paschim, P.o - Thakurnagar,
P.s - Gaighata, District - 24 Pgs(N),
Pin- 743287 West Bengal India
shall henceforth be known as
Suchandra Talukdar. I declare that
Suchandra Talukdar and Suchan-
dra Talukder is same and one
identical person by virtue of an af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 24-01-2025.

Name Change
I, Haripada Talukdar S/o Indrab-
husan Talukder Residing at Vill -
Chikan Para Paschim, P.o -
Thakurnagar, P.s - Gaighata, Dis-
trict - 24 Pgs(N), Pin- 743287
West Bengal India shall hence-
forth be known as Haripada
Talukder. I declare that Haripada
Talukdar and Haripada Talukder
is same and one identical person
by virtue of an affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Public, Kolkata on
24-01-2025.

Name Change
I, Elizabeth Cynthia Stephen Maiti
(Old Name) W/o Tathagata Maiti
Residing at 27 D, Baburam Ghosh
Road, Vtc+P.o - Regent Park,
Kolkata - 700040 India shall
henceforth be known as Elizabeth
Maiti (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata
vide affidavit Dated 24-01-2025.
Elizabeth Cynthia Stephen Maiti
(Old Name) and Elizabeth Maiti
(New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Priyanka Bhowmick W/o
Soumojit Bhowmick Residing at
60/67, B.T Road, Kolkata - 700002
West Bengal India shall hence-
forth be known as Priyanka Singh.
I declare that Priyanka Bhowmick
and Priyanka Singh is same and
one identical person by virtue of
an affidavit sworn before the No-
tary public,Kolkata on 24-01-2025

Name Change
I, K M Shama Perveen (Old Name)
W/o Mohammad Salman Residing
at 3rd Floor, Flat no - 301, Block-
B, 263/1, G.T Road(South), Vtc -
Haora(M.Corp), P.o - Shibpur, Dis-
trict - Howrah, Pin - 711102 India
shall henceforth be known as
Shama Parveen (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 80/2025
Dated 24-01-2025. K M Shama
Perveen (Old Name) and Shama
Parveen (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Attap Ali Mondal (Old Name)
S/o Achhir Uddin Mondal Resid-
ing at Bhulot, Bhulat, Asharu,
District - 24 Pgs (N), Pin - 743251
India shall henceforth be known
as Attap Mondal (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 24-
01-2025. Attap Ali Mondal (Old
Name) and Attap Mondal (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Nasima Bibi (Old Name) D/o Sk
Najammal Hossain Residing at
Bathanberia, Vtc - Bathan Berya,
P.o - Kolaghat, District - Purba
Medinipur, Pin - 721134 India
shall henceforth be known as
Nasima Begam (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit no 81/2025
Dated 24-01-2025. Nasima Bibi
(Old Name) and Nasima Begam
(New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pradip Kumar Samanta S/O-
Gopeswar Samanta resident of
Kuljora Uttarpara, P.O.- Karanda,
P.S.- Manteswar, Dist- Purba
Bardhaman, West Bengal, PIN-
713422, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
‘PRADIP SAMANTA’ vide an affi-
davit before the Notary public at
Purba Bardhaman on 24/01/20
25. That Pradip Kumar Samanta
and Pradip Samanta both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Moumita Chandra @ Moumita
Guha (Chandra) D/O- Lakshmi
Narayan Chandra resident of Kali-
tala Memari, P.O.- Memari, P.S.-
Memari, Dist- Purba Bardhaman,
West Bengal, PIN-713146, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as ‘MOUM
ITA  GUHA’ vide an affidavit before
the Notary public at Purba Bard-
haman on 24/01/20 25. That
Moumita Chandra, Moumita Guha
(Chandra) and Moumita Guha all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nur Nabi Molla (Old Name) S/o
Late Chanda Ali Molla (Old Name)
Residing at Vill - Naoda, Po - Ma-
diahat, Ps - Gopalnagar, District-
24 Pgs(N), Pin- 743262 West Ben-
gal shall henceforth be known as
Nurnabi Molla (New Name) S/o
Late Chand Ali Molla (New Name)
as declared before the Ld.Addl
Chief Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) at Bongaon, North 24 Par-
ganas, vide affidavit no 862 Dated
22-01-2025. Nur Nabi Molla (Old
Name) S/o Late Chanda Ali Molla
(Old Name) and Nurnabi Molla
(New Name) S/o Late Chand Ali
Molla (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ayesha Javed wife of Javed Ali,
residing at 11, Hem Ghosh Lane,
Shibpur, Howrah-711102, do
hereby solemnly affirm and de-
clare that before marriage my
name was Gouri Das daughter of
Anil Das after marriage with
Javed Ali my name is Ayesha
Javed and Ayesha Javed and
Gouri Das is one and same iden-
tical person via affidavit before
the Notary Public at Howrah
No.8340 dated 20th August 2022.

Union Minister of State for Railways, Shri V.
Somanna, reviews the Maha Kumbh arrange-
ments and preparations, marking a histori
event for both the nation and the railways

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Union Minister of State for
Railways and Jal Shakti,
Shri V. Somanna, during his
two-day visit to Prayagraj,
inspected the Mela Camps
located at the Sangam area
on the occasion of Maha
Kumbh 2025. Divisional
Railway Manager of Praya-
graj, Shri Himanshu
Badoni, and other officials
were also present during
the inspection.

The Union Minister re-
viewed the Mela Camp set
up in the Sangam area to
facilitate the pilgrims visit-
ing for Maha Kumbh 2025.
During the inspection, the
Minister interacted with the
passengers and inquired
about their well-being. He
also took feedback from the
staff working at the ticket
counters and inquiry cen-
ters about the available fa-
cilities. The Minister
appreciated the staff for
their excellent work in pro-
viding service and assis-
tance during the Maha
Kumbh. During the visit, he
also spoke to the passen-
gers waiting in line for tick-
ets at the Mela Camp and

gathered their feedback on
the railway services and
arrangements. The passen-
gers highly appreciated the
railway's arrangements.

In a conversation with
the media at the Mela
Camp, the Union Minister
said that the railway had
been preparing for the con-
venience and service of the
pilgrims for the past three
years. During Maha Kumbh
2025, the railways will op-
erate over 13,000 trains, in-
cluding over 3,100 special
trains and 10,000 regular
trains. He emphasized that
Maha Kumbh is a historic
event for both the country
and the railways. Railway
officials and staff are work-
ing day and night with full
capacity and dedication. He
also mentioned that the
successful organization of
Maha Kumbh 2025 was
made possible under the
capable leadership of the
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi. He commended
the efforts of the Uttar
Pradesh government in this
regard. Shri Somanna, con-
ducted an inspection of
Prayagraj Junction station

yesterday. During his visit,
1 reviewed the medical ob-
servation room, medical
booth, passenger shelters,
and the Mela tower. He al
reviewed the preparations
for the Maha Kumbh's
largest holy bath festival,
scheduled for Mau
Amavasya. Prayagraj Divi-
sion has planned to operate
over 150 Mela Special
Trains on this day, settin a
new record for Indian Rail-
ways.

The Maha Kumbh-2025
began in Prayagraj on Jan-
uary 13 with the holy bath
on Paush Purnima. On
Makar Sankranti, the first
Amrit Snan (holy bath) of
the Maha Kumbh witnessed
participation from over 3.5
crore pilgrims at the holy
Sangam, exceeding expec-
tations. So far, more than 9
crore devotees have partic-
ipated in the sacred baths
of the Maha Kumbh. The
grand and divine Maha
Kumbh-2025 has been
breaking all records for pil-
grim participation. On the
first Amrit Snan of Makar
Sankranti, over 3.5 crore
devotees bathed at the
Sangam, supported by the
operation of 101 Mela Spe-
cial Trains by the Prayagraj
Division, which was a
record in itself. Following
the same pattern, the Rail-
ways is making compre-
hensive preparations for
the largest Amrit Snan of
Mauni Amavasya. The Mela
Authority estimates that
over 10 crore pilgrims will
take the holy dip at the
Sangam on this day, with
10-20% of them expected to
arrive by train. 

Regulation of
trains due to devel-
opmental works
MI News Service, Kolkata: In
connection with developmen-
tal works in South Eastern
Railway, the following trains
will be regulated as under:

Cancellation of Trains: 1)
58023/58024 Tatanagar-
Barkakana-Tatanagar Pas-
senger will remain cancelled
on 29.01.2025. 2)
68023/68024 Jhargram-Puru-
lia-Jhargram MEMU Passen-
ger will remain cancelled on
27.01.2025,29.01.2025 &
30.01.2025 3)      68055/ 68056
Asansol-Tatanagar-Asansol
MEMU Passenger, will remain
cancelled on 29.01.2025.

Short-termination/ Short
origination of Trains: 1)
68055/68056 Asansol-
Tatanagar-Asansol MEMU
Passenger, journey commenc-
ing on 27.01.2025 and
30.01.2025, will be short ter-
minated at/short originated
from Purulia. 2)
13301/13302 Dhanbad-
Tatanagar-Dhanbad Express,
journey commencing on
27.01.2025, 29.01.2025 &
30.01.2025, will be short ter-
minated at/short originated
from Adra.

Diversion of Train: 1)
22892 Ranchi-Howrah Ex-
press, journey commencing
on 30.01.2025, will run on di-
verted route via Kotshila-Ra-
jabera-Jamuniatand-Adra-Mi
dnapore-Kharagpur.

B. R. Singh Hospital conducts “100 Day
intensified campaign on TB Elimination”

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In line with the “100 Day In-
tensified Campaign on TB
Elimination” launched on
7th December 2024, an
awareness program cum
Nikshay Shibir was held on
23rd January at the OPD
block of B.R. Singh Hospital.
The initiative was organized
in collaboration with the
State TB Cell to raise
awareness about tuberculo-
sis and promote early diag-
nosis through sputum tests.

The event was graced
by Dr. Subhashis Das, Med-
ical Director of BR Singh
Hospital, along with Dr.
Subhankar Home, Chief
Specialist-I/B.R.Singh Hos-
pital. Short interactive lec-
tures were conducted by a
panel of specialists, includ-
ing Dr. Angira Dasgupta
(Pulmonologist), Dr. Chaitali
Patra (Paediatrician), Dr.
Subhra Dutta (Gynaecolo-
gist), and Dr. Joyeeta Baner-
jee (Pathologist). The
discussions covered key
topics such as the infectious

nature of tuberculosis, its
modes of transmission, clin-
ical features, affected or-
gans, treatment protocols,
and challenges like mul-
tidrug-resistant tuberculo-
sis. Dr. Mandira Banerjee,
In-Charge of the Health &
Family Welfare Depart-
ment, coordinated the pro-
gram seamlessly. A
highlight of the event was
the participation of former
tuberculosis patients, who
shared their recovery sto-
ries to inspire and motivate
others. To encourage active
involvement, prizes were
distributed to volunteers
who participated in the in-
teractive sessions. This pro-
gram reaffirms Eastern
Railway’s commitment to a
TB-free India and highlights
the importance of collabo-
rative efforts in combating
this public health challenge.
The event concluded on a
high note, with enthusiastic
participation and a renewed
pledge to work towards the
elimination of tuberculosis.

Two Emu Locals
Rescheduled On
26.01.2025 For Track
& Signal Mainte-
nance Work Over
Howrah Division
MI News Service, Kolkata:
In connection with Track &
Signal maintenance work
over Howrah Division,
37749 Bandel – Katwa local
will leave Bandel at 12:45
hrs. instead of its schedule
departure time at 12:15
hrs. and  53009 Katwa –
Azimganj local will leave
Katwa at 12:30 hrs. instead
of its schedule time at 12:00
hrs. on 26.01.2025.

Jharkhand envisages tapping
its eco-tourism potential

MI News Service, Ranchi:
Jharkhand chief minister
Hemant Soren has di-
rected forest and tourism
officials towards an early
action plan to develop the
state as an eco-tourism
hub by studying the best
practices of other states
and other countries.

The directive was is-
sued in a meeting chaired
by the chief minister and
attended amongst others
by senior bureaucrats led
by chief secretary Alka Ti-
wari, forest and environ-

ment department secre-
tary Abu Bakr Siddiqui
and tourism secretary
Manoj Kumar in Ranchi.
Hemant Soren has
stressed the immense pos-
sibilities for eco-tourism in
the state which have so
farbeen “untapped”.

“Eco tourism should be
developed in the state in
such a way that along with
providing employment to
the local people, nature
can also be preserved. The
forest and environment
department and the

tourism department
should work with better
coordination to identify
those potential places in
Jharkhand for the develop-
ment of eco-tourism,” He-
mant Soren told the
officials during the meet-
ing. The chief minister has
directed the officials to
focus especially on
schemes promoting eco-
tourismin the state.

“By promoting eco-
tourism, the natural
beauty of Jharkhand will
get a different identity in
the country and the world.
The officials should study
the eco-tourism model of
other states of the country
or other countries where
good work has been done
in the field of eco-
tourism,” Soren further di-
rected the officials.

He also directed the of-
ficials of both the depart-
ments to work “with
commitment” with the aim
to give recognition to
Jharkhand on the global
map in the fieldof tourism.

Air quality improved in 97
of 130 cities under NCAP
since 2017-18: Env Min

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Ninety-seven of the
130 cities targeted under
the National Clean Air Pro-
gramme have shown im-
provement in air quality as
compared to 2017-18, with
55 recording more than 20
per cent reduction, the En-
vironment Ministry said.

Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav said the
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP) aims to
reduce particulate matter
(PM10) pollution by up to
40 per cent or achieving
national air quality stan-
dards by 2025-26.

As of 2023-24, 97 of
the 130 cities targeted
have shown improvement
in air quality as compared
to 2017-18, with 55
recording reduction ex-
ceeding 20 per cent, the
minister said.

However, concerns
about pollution remain in
the coal mining regions,
particularly in Jharkhand,
he added. Launched in
January 2019 by the Min-
istry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change,
NCAP covers 130 cities
across 24 states and Union
Territories. The pro-
gramme has seen notable
successes, with cities like
Varanasi and Dhanbad
achieving PM10 reductions
of 68 per cent and 56 per
cent, respectively, the min-
istry said.

These improvements
have been supported by
city-specific action plans
targeting the sources of
pollution such as vehicular
emissions, road dust, and
industrial pollution. Finan-

cial backing under the
15th Finance Commis-
sion's Air Quality Perform-
ance Grants has been
instrumental, with Rs
11,211.13 crore allocated
between 2019-20 and
2023-24.

This funding has been
complemented by re-
sources from Central and
state government initia-
tives, including the Smart
City Mission and the
Swachh Bharat Mission. In
Jharkhand, the govern-
ment has undertaken spe-
cific measures to combat
pollution caused by coal
mining operations.

These include con-
structing greenbelt-pro-
tected coal transport
roads, installing mecha-
nised transportation sys-
tems, and implementing
continuous air quality
monitoring.

However, despite these
efforts, the challenges per-
sist. For example, the key
mining hubs of Dhanbad,
Ranchi and Jamshedpur
continue to struggle with
pollution levels despite the
allocation of Rs 279.44
crore under the NCAP for
targeted interventions.
Steps like intensified regu-
latory oversight, installa-
tion of fog cannons, and
dissemination of weekly
air quality bulletins aim to
enhance public awareness
and accountability among
the mining players.

However, more rigor-
ous implementation of en-
vironmental compliance
measures and public en-
gagement will be critical to
sustaining these gains.

Microsoft to 
invest $3 billion
in India to expand
cloud, AI capacity
MI News Service, New York,
New Delhi: Microsoft will in-
vest USD 3 billion (about Rs
25,700 crore) to expand its
cloud computing and artifi-
cial intelligence capabilities
in India, its chief executive
officer Satya Nadella said on
Tuesday. The tech giant will
also train 10 million people
in AI skills in India by 2030,
Nadella said, addressing a
conference attended by
startup founders and execu-
tives from technology firms
here. Nadella is the latest in
the list of tech tycoons to
have visited India - the na-
tion of 1.4 billion people that
is emerging as an AI battle-
front. Chip maker Nvidia
chief Jensen Huang, AMD's
Lia Su and Meta chief AI sci-
entist Yann LeCun had in re-
cent months visited India,
home to millions of pro-
grammers and technology
services providers like Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
Infosys and Wipro. Nadella
said the USD 3 billion invest-
ment in India would be the
"single-largest expansion"
done in the country. "The
diffusion rate of AI in India is
exciting." He, however, did
not give a time frame for the
spending.

Microsoft provides its
cloud computing services
under the Azure brand
name. It has over 60 Azure
regions comprising more
than 300 data centres.

"In India, we are excited
about all the regions that we
have. We have Central India,
South India, West India, and
South Central India. We also
have the capacities that we
built up with Jio. We have a
lot of regional expansion
happening," Nadella said.
When Nadella last visited
India in February 2024, he
announced the company
would provide 2 million peo-
ple in the country with AI
skilling opportunities by
2025, focused on training in-
dividuals in smaller cities
and rural areas. The Mi-
crosoft Chairman also met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday in New
Delhi. Nadella said the
Prime Minister shared his vi-
sion on the artificial intelli-
gence mission, India stack,
and entrepreneurial aspira-
tions in the country, among
others. He had posted a pic-
ture of the meeting on X, for-
merly Twitter, and said,
"Excited to build on our
commitment to making
India AI-first". Prime Minis-
ter Modi responded, saying
he is "glad to know about
Microsoft’s ambitious expan-
sion and investment plans in
India". 

Nadella said that after a
few years, there will be dis-
cussion around correlation
between GDP growth in any
country and even at com-
pany level for their own
growth on efficiency levels
derived between energy
consumed per token per dol-
lar. "We are building world-
class AI infrastructure. This
is golden for systems when it
comes to innovation,"
Nadella said. He said that
the company is doing a lot of
regional expansion in India.
"India is rapidly becoming a
leader in AI innovation, un-
locking new opportunities
across the country. The in-
vestments in infrastructure
and skilling we are an-
nouncing today reaffirm our
commitment to making
India AI-first, and will help
ensure people and organisa-
tions across the country ben-
efit broadly," Nadella  said. 

Modi govt mulls cut 
in corporate tax 

MI News Service, New Delhi: The Modi government is
considering a proposal to reinstate concessional corpo-
rate tax rates for new manufacturing units to revive pri-
vate investment and counter slowing growth.

Ahead of the 2025-26 Budget, the finance ministry is
discussing the possibility of slashing the tax rate to 15–
18 per cent for companies establishing greenfield and
brownfield projects, according to officials familiar with
the matter. The corporate tax rate for domestic compa-
nies stands at 22 per cent at present. A lower rate could
make India a more attractive destination for global man-
ufacturers, aligning with the “China+1” strategy, where
companies diversify their supply chains away from Bei-
jing. The concessional 15 per cent tax regime was intro-
duced in 2019 under Section 115BAB of the Income Tax
Act. It aimed to boost manufacturing by offering globally
competitive rates to companies incorporated after Octo-
ber 1, 2019, and commencing production by March 31,
2023. However, the scheme saw limited adoption due to
disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and sub-
sequent lockdowns. In response, the government ex-
tended the deadline to March 31, 2024, but chose not to
prolong it further after lukewarm industry interest. Now,
the proposal is back on the table with a possible adjust-
ment to a slightly higher rate of 18 per cent, plus sur-
charges, reflecting a more pragmatic approach to
balance incentives with fiscal considerations. The pro-
posal comes amid concerns about India’s slowing growth
trajectory, projected at 6.4 per cent for this fiscal year
and below 7 per cent for 2025-26. “Extending the con-
cessional tax rate would provide an opportunity for in-
vestors considering India as a potential destination,” said
Rohinton Sidhwa, partner at Deloitte India. 
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MI News Service,  
New Delhi:  Ashwini 
Vaishnaw on India at Davos 
At WEF Davos 2025, India 
presented Prime Minister 
Modiji’s economic thought. 
The team highlighted In-
dia’s extraordinary growth 
story, demonstrating why 
it is a trusted global part-
ner and innovation hub. 
In discussions with CEOs, 
CTOs, investors, and me-
dia, the focus was on In-
dia’s unique strengths: 
trust, talent, and design 
capabilities. India’s econ-
omy remains resilient, 
with consistent growth in 
the 6-8% range. Nearly 
2,000 Global Capability 
Centers (GCCs) are driving 
advanced designs, from 
complex chip creation to 
operational innovation. 
With a strong foundation 
in semiconductors, India 
is set to join the top three 
global destinations for 
chip manufacturing. The 
shift from import substitu-
tion to export-led growth 
has transformed indus-
tries like mobile manu-
facturing, now India’s sec-
ond-largest export, rising 
from 14th position in just 
four years. Pharmaceuti-
cals, chemicals, and gar-
ments are also thriving 
under this “Make in India, 
Make for the World” mind-
set, supported by tariff 

simplification and digitali-
zation. In AI, India aims to 
become a major developer 
of solutions for the world, 
creating scalable applica-
tions and services. Skilling 
efforts are central, with AI 
training for 1 million peo-
ple, 5G labs in 100 univer-
sities, and advanced EDA 
tools deployed in 240 insti-
tutions to prepare students 
for the semiconductor in-
dustry. India’s integrated 
approach to manufactur-
ing and services, backed 
by pragmatic policymak-
ing, is driving innovation, 
global competitiveness, 
and economic growth. 
United under the vision 
of Viksit Bharat 2047, In-
dia is ready to lead on the 
global stage, earning rec-
ognition and trust from the 
world’s decision-makers. 
Ashwini Vaishnaw Quotes: 
● On Team India and Indi-
an pavilion: “This is a spe-
cial occasion for all of us. 
Our Prime Minister guided 
us to have an integrated 
pavilion. Therefore, this 
time the entire India team 
is present here as one 
team. The India pavilion 
is fully integrated with all 
the states' pavilions.

We are in Davos at a 
very important juncture 
in our global geopolitical 
and geo-economic scenar-
io. Despite all the disrup-

tion and all the issues the 
world is facing, India has 
emerged as a very trust-
ed country that respects 
IP rights, a country where 
democracy is vibrant. We 
have demonstrated to the 
world that under all cir-
cumstances, this is the 
country that believes in 
peace, growth for every-
body, and inclusive devel-
opment.” 

On the question related 
to the Free Trade Agree-
ment with Switzerland: 
“Switzerland and India 
have been very import-
ant strategic partners for 
many decades. We have 
a relationship of trust. 
We share so many com-
mon values, the values 
of democracy, mutual 

trust, and peace. The free 
trade agreement that we 
have signed is in a sense 
progression of those sen-
timents and values. We 
believe that in many we 
can have a win-win rela-
tionship. We see very good 
scope in multiple sectors 
whether it is technology, 
startup, food process-
ing, tourism, skill devel-
opment, or education. ● 
Many of the MoUs which 
have been signed by var-
ious honorable Ministers 
and Chief Ministers from 
States as well as from 
the Government of India 
are a reflection of that.” 
● On a question related to 
the impact on the Indian 
economy under the Trump 
administration: “Our re-

lationship with the USA 
has evolved over the last 
10 years in a very mature 
way. We are co-developing 
many technologies. We are 
co-creating many prod-
ucts. We have taken up 
many joint research pro-
grams and we are part of 
the QUAD where we have 
common interests in the 
security of the world. We 
have many common geo-
strategic interests and we 
believe that this transition 
which has happened in the 
US will be very important 
for the entire world. It will 
also be very important for 
India. We believe that the 
relationship of trust be-
tween the US and India 
will help the growth of 
both the countries wheth-
er it is in the technology 
economy and many other 
sectors.” 

On question-related to 
sectors where investors 
are most interested in in-
vesting in India: “Investors 
are interested in multiple 
sectors e.g. in technology - 
semiconductors, AI, Elec-
tronics manufacturing, re-
search, design, GCCs. We 
can club all these under 
the technology umbrel-
la. Apart from that, many 
other sectors like skilling, 
aviation, food processing, 
tourism, ocean (fishing), 
and energy are also very 

important for investors.” ● 
On European investment 
in India: “Regarding the 
number of investment 
proposals that we have, 
we will be collating all 
the proposals which have 
come so far, but the num-
bers are very big. I can say 
with confidence that the 
world is looking at India 
as 3 a destination for the 
co-creation of technology, 
developing new applica-
tions, for domestic de-
mand. The world is look-
ing at India as a hub for 
global production. 

On European trade ten-
sion with China: “Our PM 
has given us a very clear 
thought that we should 
develop our relationships 
with the world based on 
trust. Trust comes with 
a lot of effort. It requires 
tremendous hard work, 
transparency, and a peri-
od of understanding each 
other. We believe that our 
relationship with the EU 
today is based on trust, 
that is what is going to 
help us more. ● We don't 
think in binaries. We be-
lieve in ‘and’ rather than 
‘or’. So we believe that 
our design capabilities 
the high-quality talent 
pool, and the way our 
PM has given us a very 
steady policy regime will 
give us good results. We 

believe in a win-win for 
the EU and India in every 
sector we collaborate.” 

On a question related to 
the representation of India 
as ‘One’ in the next Davos: 
“We have very senior lead-
ers here in this meeting 
and people who have had 
so much experience. They 
have seen the world from 
so many different perspec-
tives. When all of us are 
together from different po-
litical parties, from differ-
ent regions, different lan-
guages, the diversity that 
we represent here we also 
represent the unity within 
this entire diverse group. 
Our purpose is common. 
Going forward, we will 
work as a team and we 
will have multiple discus-
sions among ourselves. 
Maharashtra: Maharash-
tra delegation During the 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF) in Davos the sign-
ing of 61 MoUs worth Rs 
15.70 lakh crore , with 
the potential to generate 
16 lakh jobs , showcas-
ing the state's focus on 
attracting large-scale in-

vestments. These MoUs, 
with a 98% FDI componen 
t, span key sectors like 
infrastructure, green en-
ergy, IT, defense, textiles, 
and biotechnology, reflect-
ing a strong commitment 
to sustainable and inno-
vative growth. Fadnavis 
highlighted plans for an 
Innovation City in Navi 
Mumbai to foster tech-
nological advancements, 
particularly in Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), aligning 
with the WEF’s theme. He 
assured a high material-
ization rate for the MoU 
s while emphasizing the 
government’s dedication 
to making Maharashtra 
a leader in AI and green 
initiatives, ensuring eco-
nomic development that 
benefits people across the 
state.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
division bench of the Calcutta 
High Court will hear the plea 
filed by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) seeking the 
death penalty for Sanjay Roy, 
the sole convict in the R.G. Kar 
rape and murder case, on Jan-
uary 27. The CBI had earlier 
this week challenged a spe-
cial court's January 20 ruling, 
which sentenced Roy to "life 
imprisonment." The agency 
approached the division bench 
of Justice DebangshuBasak and 
Justice ShabbarRashidi, re-
questing the death penalty for 
Roy.

The case is scheduled to be 
heard by the division bench on 
Monday. Interestingly, a paral-
lel appeal by the West Bengal 
government, with a similar plea 
for the death penalty, will also 
be heard on the same day. How-
ever, the hearing for the state 
government's plea will focus on 
the merit of the petition's ad-
missibility.

The CBI has already contest-
ed the state government's peti-
tion, questioning the grounds 
for such an appeal. According 
to the central agency's counsel, 
only the CBI, as the investigat-
ing body, or the victim’s parents 
can file such a plea in a higher 
court, not the state government, 
which is not a party in the case.

MI News Service, New Delhi:  
On Team India and Indian pavil-
ion:  “This is a special occasion 
for all of us. Our Prime Minister 
guided us to have an integrated 

pavilion. Therefore, this time the 
entire India team is present here 
as one team. The India pavilion 
is fully integrated with all the 
states' pavilions. 

We are in Davos at a very im-
portant juncture in our global 
geopolitical and geo economic 
scenario. Despite all the disrup-
tion and all the issues the world 
is facing, India has emerged as 
a very trusted country which 
respects IP rights, a country 
where democracy is vibrant. 
We have clearly demonstrated 
to the world that under all cir-
cumstances, this is the country 
which believes in peace, growth 
for everybody and inclusive de-
velopment.” 

- On question related to Free 
Trade agreement with Switzer-
land:  “Switzerland and India 
have been very important stra-
tegic partners for many decades. 
We have a relationship of trust. 
We share so many common val-
ues, the values of democracy, 
mutual trust, and peace. The free 
trade agreement that we have 
signed is in a sense progression 
of those sentiments and values. 
We believe that in many we can 
have a win-win relationship. We 
see very good scope in multiple 
sectors whether it is technology, 
startup, food processing, tourism, 
skill development, or education. 

Many of MoUs which have 
been signed by various honorable 

Ministers and Chief Ministers 
from States as well as from the 
Government of India are a re-
flection of that.” 

- On a question related to 
impact on the Indian economy 
under the Trump administra-
tion: “Our relationship with the 
USA has evolved over the last 
10 years in a very mature way. 
We are co-developing many 
technologies. We are co-cre-
ating many products. We have 
taken up many joint research 
programs and we are part of 
the QUAD where we have com-
mon interests in the security of 

the world.  We have many com-
mon geostrategic interests and 
we believe that this transition 
which has happened in the US 
will be very important for the en-
tire world. It will also  be very im-
portant for India. We believe that 
the relationship of trust between 
the US and India will really help 
the growth of both the countries 
whether it is in the technology 
economy and many other sec-
tors.” 

- On question related to sectors 
where investors are most inter-
ested to invest in India: “Investors 
are interested in multiple sectors 
e.g. in technology - semiconduc-
tors, AI, Electronics manufactur-
ing, research, design, GCCs.  We 
can club all these under technol-
ogy umbrella. Apart from that, 
many other sectors like skilling, 
aviation, food processing, tour-
ism, ocean (fishing), energy are 
also very important for inves-
tors.”  - On European investment 
in India: “Regarding the number 
of investment proposals that we 
have, we will be collating all the 
proposals which have come so 
far, but the numbers are very big. 
I can say with confidence that 
the world is looking at India as 
a destination for co-creation of 
technology, developing new ap-
plications, for domestic demand. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Milind Deouskar, General 
Manager/Eastern Railway, to-
day (24.01.2025), conducted 
a comprehensive review the 
progress of ongoing work on 
bridges between Dum Dum 
Junction and Dankuni. The 
review focused on the ongo-
ing regirders of bridges in 
this section, a critical infra-
structure upgrade aimed at 
enhancing train safety and 
operational efficiency.

Shri Deouskar inspect-
ed the progress of work at 
Bridge No. 15/CCR, located 
between Ballyghat and Bally 
Halt in the Dum Dum–Dank-
uni section, where work is 
progressing at full pace. Once 
completed, the track will be 
converted into a ballast track, 
significantly improving stabil-
ity, speed, and overall opera-
tional efficiency. This upgrade 
will also enhance safety, ease 
maintenance, and reduce 
long-term repair costs. Ad-
ditionally, Shri Deouskar re-

viewed the re-girdering work 
on Bridge Nos. 11/CCR, 10/
CCR, and 19/CCR in this sec-
tion.

Accompanied by the Di-
visional Railway Manager, 
Sealdah, Chief Administrative 
Officer (Con), Chief Engineer 
and the Principal Chief Signal 
and Telecommunication En-
gineer (PCSTE), Shri Deous-
kar closely monitored the 
progress of the work. He ex-

pressed satisfaction with the 
pace of the work and com-
mended the team for their 
dedication to completing the 
task within the stipulated 
timeframe. He also shared 
valuable insights and sugges-
tions to expedite the process 
while ensuring minimal dis-
ruption to train services and 
maintaining the highest safe-
ty standards.

In addition to inspecting 

the re-girdering and progress 
works, Shri Deouskar also 
reviewed the railway tracks, 
signalling systems, and oth-
er engineering works over 
Vivekananda Setu. Further-
more, he visited Baranagar 
Station to assess the ongo-
ing track maintenance work, 
which forms part of a broad-
er effort to upgrade the sta-
tion and enhance train safety 
and operational smoothness 
across the region.

Shri Deouskar emphasized 
the importance of complet-
ing these essential works 
within the stipulated time 
and expressed confidence in 
the team’s ability to meet the 
deadlines. He highlighted the 
need to maintain stringent 
safety protocols throughout 
the execution of the work, 
ensuring minimal impact 
on train services during 
the 100-hour block, which 
commenced at 00:00 hrs on 
23.01.2025 and will conclude 
at 04:00 hrs on 27.01.2025.

Biggest ever contingent of India i.e. the Bharat in the WEF at Davos

General Manager/Eastern Railway, reviews progress of ongoing 
work on bridges between Dum Dum Junction and Dankuni

First time joint press meet of States and Union in WEF

আম�োক্তার সংক্রান্ত বিজ্ঞপ্তি
এত দ্বারা জানান�ো যাইতেছে যে গত ইং 

০২/০১/২০২৪ তারিখে বড়গাছিয়া সাবরেজিষ্ট্রী 

অফিসে রেজিষ্ট্রীকৃত ০৫০৮০০০০১ নং 

আম�োক্তার দলিল মূলে পাঁতিহাল নিবাসিনী নমিতা 

ঘ�োষ স্বামী সুহাষ ওঃ সুহাষ কুমার ঘ�োষ মহাশয়া 

গন্ডোলপাড়া নিবাসী ঝন্টু দীর্ঘ্যাঙ্গী পিতা বিশ্বনাথ 

দীর্ঘ্যাঙ্গী মহাশয়-কে আম�োক্তার নিয়�োগ করেন, 

উক্ত আম�োক্তার বলে ইং ২১/০২/২০২৪ তারিখে 

বড়গাছিয়া সাবরেজিষ্ট্রী অফিসে রেজিষ্ট্রীকৃত 

০৫০৮০০৫৬৫ নং সাফবিক্রয় কবলা দলিল মূলে 

কমলাপুর নিবাসিনী প্রিয়াঙ্কা পাল স্বামী মিঠুন পাল 

মহাশয়াকে জেলা হাওড়া, থানা জগৎবল্লভপুর 

অন্তর্গত ম�ৌজা পাঁতিহাল (জে এল নং-৪৯) গ্রামে 

৬৭২২ নং খতিয়ান ভুক্ত সাবেক ও হাল ৩০৭৭ 

নং দাগে ৩.৫৩ শতক শালি জমি বিক্রয় 

করিয়াছেন, উক্ত ক্রেতার নাম পত্তনের জন্য B.L. 
& L.R.O. JAGATBALLAVPUR অফিসে 

আবেদন করা হইবে, এই সংক্রান্ত ক�োন আপত্তি 

থাকিলে উক্ত ন�োটিশ প্রকাশের ৩০দিনের মধ্যে 
B.L. & L.R.O, JAGATBALLAVPUR 
অফিসে উপযুক্ত প্রমানাদি, তথ্যসহ হাজির 

হইবেন।

Cal HC to hear 
CBI’s plea for  

death penalty in 
R.G Kar case
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New Delhi : "It's as if everything else stops so
the writer can come out," Ellen Tarver said to
me just 38 minutes ago. Ellen, my dear friend
and a brilliant editor from Texas, had called to
talk about my most recent column that
appeared today in ANI News. "I don't like the
process of you becoming a writer," she contin-
ued, her voice a blend of affection and sinceri-
ty. "Most deepenings in our lives aren't pleas-
ant at all. Not in the moment, they're happen-
ing, for sure. I feel badly that you had to go
through everything you did for the writer to
come out. But I'm loving your writing."

Her words were like a pebble dropped into
still water, rippling through my mind with both
clarity and weight. Ellen has always supported
me, but this felt deeper--an acknowledgment
of the storms I had weathered, and the writing
that had emerged from them. Her words held
up a mirror to my journey, showing me not just
the writer I've become, but the person who
fought to find his voice.

That call was the reason I'm writing this
column now. Until I spoke to Ellen, I had no
idea what I would write about tonight. Perhaps
cobras and pythons--the creatures people
warn me slither near my villa in Goa. It seemed
an easy, even amusing topic. But Ellen's words
changed all that. She nudged me toward some-
thing more raw, more real, as she always does.
And now, here I am, weaving the story of how
this column came to be--because of her,
because of today, and because of everything
that has brought me to this moment.

The day began, as most do now, with the
rhythm of Jolene, my restaurant. Only two
days old, it already feels alive with possibility,
filled with the hum of creation. Today, Chef
Ashish and I worked on a seafood bite that we
hope will become a signature dish. It's a cre-
ation layered with imagination, flavor, and a
certain unexpected comfort. Jolene isn't just a
restaurant to me. It's a home, a philosophy, a
celebration of belonging. We want every guest
who walks through its doors to feel not just
welcomed, but cherished.

When I left the restaurant tonight, I was
ready to unwind. I felt the familiar tug of
exhaustion, but also the quiet thrill of purpose.
Then came Ellen's message--about my column,
about how much she loved it--and suddenly,
the evening shifted. I called her, and our con-
versation was like opening a door I hadn't
known was closed. She told me she had noth-
ing left to correct in my writing, that I was hon-
ing it myself, shaping it into something power-
ful. "You don't just write," she said. "You bring

people into the world you create. You make
them feel it, live it, breathe it."

Her words took me back. Writing hasn't
always been at the forefront of my life, but it
has always been a part of me. I first found it in
seventh grade, in the wake of failure. Having
flunked sixth grade, I was the student no one
wanted--the one left behind by his classmates,
the one inherited by a new batch who saw him
as a burden. Seventh grade was a lonely year,
marked by shame and isolation. But it was also
the year I discovered the power of words.

I wrote my first poem then, for a love I
couldn't name. I wrote an epitaph for myself,
asking my mother to scatter my ashes in
Lahore, the city where my family's roots lay.
Writing became a sanctuary, a place where I

could pour my fears and dreams without judg-
ment. My teachers, kind and patient, encour-
aged me. By the time I reached high school, I
was the editor of our school magazine, Vasant
Parag. It was a moment of redemption, a sign
that words could give me something I hadn't
thought I deserved--respect. But life moves for-
ward, and writing receded into the back-
ground. When I moved to America to study
graphic design and art history, my days were
full--work, school, cooking, parties. There was
no time for words. It wasn't until years later,
when I wrote my first cookbook, Indian Home
Cooking, that I rediscovered my voice. Then
came American Masala and Masala Farm,
each book a labor of love. Though I sold con-
tracts for two more books that were never pub-
lished, the belief of my publishers sustained
me. Yet, even then, I didn't see myself as a
writer. It wasn't until I returned to India that
writing became my lifeline. I came back bro-
ken, in every sense of the word. My body was
failing--my vision nearly gone, my memory fal-
tering, my speech struggling to keep up with
my thoughts. I hated the man I saw in the mir-
ror. Life as I had known it in America was
unsustainable. I came to India thinking it might
be the end. But it wasn't. India, in its chaotic,

relentless way, gave me the space to rebuild.
My family and friends surrounded me with
love, refusing to let me fall. Slowly, I began to
find my footing. When my hands couldn't write
and my eyes couldn't read, I turned to my
iPhone. Typing broken, fragmented messages
into its notes app became a way of capturing
the thoughts I couldn't hold onto otherwise.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor was the first to see
potential in those scattered words. "You have a
voice," he told me. "You should write a col-
umn." His encouragement was a spark, and
my classmate Kalli Purie, the Managing
Director and Vice Chairperson of the India
Today Group, fanned it into a flame by giving
me my first column in Mail Today. When the
publication folded, Raj Kamal Jha, the Chief
Editor of the Indian Express, and Anant
Goenka, its publisher, gave me a platform in
the Sunday Eye. There, I write Slice of Life
every fortnight, a column where I peel back the
layers of my story and expose the raw truths
beneath.

I am also deeply grateful to Smita Prakash
at ANI News, who has given me carte blanche
to write whatever I wish. These remarkable
people have given me not just platforms, but
trust and respect. They have made space for
my voice, for my vulnerabilities, for my jour-
ney. Writing, for me, is more than a craft. It's a
connection. My columns are raw, often uncom-
fortably so. My mother, who is my fiercest sup-
porter, sometimes worries I reveal too much.
"What do you get from this?" she asks. And I
tell her: connection. Letters, messages, emails
from strangers and friends alike, people
telling me that my words make them feel
seen, that my struggles mirror their own, that
my honesty gives them strength. These mes-
sages mean everything to me. They remind
me why I write. Tonight, as I write this col-
umn, I think about how life has broken me,
shaped me, and ultimately given me the sto-
ries I now tell. Writing is not easy. It demands
honesty, self-reflection, and a willingness to
expose the parts of yourself you'd rather keep
hidden. But it is also a gift--a way of connect-
ing, of making sense of the chaos, of finding
meaning in the mess. When I left Jolene
tonight, it was with the intention to write
something--anything. I had no idea it would
be this. Ellen's words gave me the direction I
needed, and as I sit here now, I am struck by
the power of moments like this. Moments
where connection leads to creation, where a
conversation becomes a column, where words
become bridges between lives.

New Delhi : This Sunday began in stillness, the kind of
silence that doesn't beckon but envelops, cocooning you in
the solitude of your own being. I woke early, as I always do,
not by the alarm of a clock but by the rhythm of a body
long attuned to its own restlessness. The hour was six, the
morning clung to its residual humidity, the scent of the
ocean still lingering. The villa--a quiet, stoic companion--
stood watch over my solitude. The day yawned ahead,
inviting me to step into its arms. But instead, I lingered in
bed, caught between the weight of my singlehood and the
whisper of a creative muse.

By eleven, I had completed three artworks, pieces des-
tined for my solo show this spring. They were born not
from urgency but from a meditative flow, each stroke of
color or texture a reflection of something deeper--a
thought, a longing, a memory. The villa, my refuge in Goa,
had witnessed my quiet creation. Its walls, white and unas-
suming, seemed to hold space for my thoughts, bouncing
them back to me as I worked. The silence of the room was
rich, not empty, and for those hours, I was not lonely but
whole, absorbed in the alchemy of art.

But art is a fleeting companion. It carries you to a place
of fullness, only to leave you emptier when it departs. As I
stepped out into the midday sun, heading toward Jolene,
the cliffside restaurant I've poured my heart into, I felt
lighter, happier. The drive, though brief, felt like an inter-
lude between worlds. Jolene stood there, perched above
the beach, a vision of the labor and love of many hands. It
is not just mine but the collective spirit of Amrita, Shakeel,
Gaurav, Ankit, and the team of chefs, bartenders, and
servers who have made its essence their own.

The day unfolded perfectly. The restaurant hummed
with quiet confidence, its every detail--its spirit, its design,
its food--aligning effortlessly. I watched smiles bloom on
the faces of those who dined with us, their joy reflecting
the very reason we built this place. Yet even as I celebrat-
ed these moments, a part of me stood apart, observing,
reflecting, questioning.

By 10:10 p.m., I was back at the villa, the day's tri-
umphs now a memory. The walk from the car to the front
door felt heavier than it should have, the weight of solitude
settling back onto my shoulders. Inside, the air was cool,

the bed colder still. The stillness that had been a balm in
the morning now pressed against me like an unwelcome
guest. I sat there, alone, stranded--not just by the lack of a
car or scooter, but by the absence of another heartbeat in
the room.

As I sank into this quiet, lost in the noise of my own
thoughts, my phone buzzed with a message. It was from
Shobha Tharoor, arriving unexpectedly, as though the uni-
verse had chosen that moment to remind me of connection,
to offset my solitude with solace. Shobha, a celebrated
author with a reputation for brilliance, lives in the San
Francisco Bay Area but carries the heart of India within
her words and her actions. She is a devoted daughter, a
loving friend, and a hostess who makes every guest feel
cherished. Her intellect is matched by her warmth, and
her writing reflects a profound understanding of human
nature. Her message to me, sent on this Sunday evening,
was more than an acknowledgment; it was a gift, a salve
for my aching soul.

"You are a modern-day guru, my friend," she wrote.
"There is honesty and heart in your words, and they com-
pel gently to reflect. I'm sorry about the pain, especially
since I'm sure that you offer pain relief to many. Thank
you for telling me. I spoke from the heart, and I'm glad

that today I made you happy." Her words humbled me
and healed me in equal measure. Guru--a word that car-
ries weight, responsibility, and expectation. Am I ready to
wear that mantle? Or is it enough to simply write, to
share my truth, and let others find their own meaning in
it?

So I wrote. Late into the night, I sat with the silence,
letting her words guide my reflection. I wanted to capture
the essence of this day, the emotions it stirred, and the
larger truths it revealed.

As I write this now, on a Sunday that has already
slipped into the past, the weight of the day still presses
gently against my limbs. I am struck by the paradox of my
life. I am alone, yet not lonely. I am broken, yet whole. My
bed is cold, but my heart is warm with the echoes of those
who have reached out to tell me my words matter.

This solitude is not emptiness; it is a space where new
stories are born. It is in these moments of quiet that I find
the courage to face my fears, to confront the truths I've
tried to ignore, to embrace the man I am becoming.

The ache in my joints, the silence of the villa, the dis-
tance from loved ones--these are not burdens but
reminders of the life I've chosen. A life of creation, of
reinvention, of finding purpose in the spaces where oth-
ers might see only voids.

Tomorrow will bring another day at Jolene, another
chance to pour my heart into something larger than
myself. And in the quiet hours before sleep, I will return to
this space of reflection, carrying with me the hope that my
words will continue to bridge the gap between my solitude
and the shared humanity of those who read them.

So tonight, I embrace the stillness. I let it wash over me,
not as a wave of despair but as a tide that carries me clos-
er to myself. I remind myself--and my readers--that we are
never truly alone. In our brokenness, we find connection.
In our solitude, we discover strength. And in our longing,
we uncover the seeds of hope.

This was my Sunday. And as you read this on a Tuesday
morning, I hope it becomes not just the story of my day, but
an invitation to reflect on your own. This is my journey at
52. It is not perfect, nor is it easy. But it is mine, and it is
enough. 

New Delhi : Renowned for his
soulful voice and deep musical
artistry, Sumeet Tappoo is set to
embark on a much-anticipated
live concert tour across the UK
and Europe this February and
March. After the remarkable suc-
cess of his recent albums Dil
Pareshan Karta Hai (in collabora-
tion with the legendary Gulzar)
and Legacy (with the esteemed
Anup Jalota), Tappoo is
ready to bring his emo-
tive performances to
cities such as London,
Leicester, Birmingham,
A m s t e r d a m ,
Eindhoven, Antwerp,
Milan, and Zagreb.

Both music albums ,
released in August and
December 2024,
respectively, have
struck a chord with
music lovers worldwide for their
heartfelt compositions and pow-
erful vocals, reinforcing Tappoo's
reputation as one of Indian
music's most compelling voices.

This upcoming tour , titled the
'Heart to Heart Concert Tour,' is
an extension of Tappoo's artistic
journey and a testament to his
commitment to using music as a
force for good. Proceeds from the
concerts will support free health-
care initiatives in India, a cause
that resonates deeply with
Tappoo's ethos of giving back

through meaningful actions. The
funds raised will contribute to the
pioneering work of Sri
Madhusudan Sai, whose chain of
hospitals across India offers free
medical treatments, surgeries,
and medications to those in need,
eliminating financial barriers to
healthcare.

Sumeet Tappoo shared his
excitement about the tour, saying,

"Performing live is
always a joy, and this
tour holds special sig-
nificance as it brings
together the power of
music and the spirit
of service. Through
this endeavour, we
aim to inspire hope
and positivity while
supporting an
extraordinary initia-
tive that provides

free healthcare to countless indi-
viduals in India."

Accompanied by a team of
world-class musicians from
Mumbai, Tappoo's live perform-
ances promise to captivate audi-
ences while also contributing to a
purpose that uplifts lives. With a
discography of over 70 albums
and singles and more than 1,100
live performances worldwide,
Tappoo continues to transcend
borders, bringing his music and
mission to a global stage.

The tour will commence on

Goa : LIC Mutual Fund, one of the reputed
fund houses in India, is launching LIC MF
Multi Asset Allocation Fund, an open-ended
scheme investing in equity, debt and gold.

Commenting on the NFO, Mr. R.K. Jha,
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer
of LIC Mutual Fund Asset Management Ltd.,
said: "The Multi-Asset Allocation Funds are
increasingly getting popular nowadays as it
reduces the concentration risks and ensures
better diversification of assets. Hybrid mutu-
al funds saw a 27% surge in assets under
management in 2024, increasing from ?6.90
lakh crore in January 2024 to ?8.77 lakh
crore in December 2024 according to data
published by Association of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFI). Notably, Multi-Asset Allocation
Funds saw significant growth in the AUM
under Hybrid category. Currently this reflects
a clear investor inclination towards hybrid
funds and our new fund is ideally suited to
cater to their interests." Mr. Nikhil Rungta,

Co - Chief Investment Officer -Equity, LIC
Mutual Fund Asset Management Ltd., said:
"A Multi-Asset Allocation Fund is a solution
that combines the power of equities for
growth with income generation from debt
and the resilience of commodities. It provides
a balanced pathway to maximize opportuni-
ties during volatile times. Investors who wish
to invest in all the 3 asset classes at once and
need a product having relatively lower

volatility than pure equity schemes may
invest in this product. Clearly, the market's
long-term outlook is bullish, and the new
fund is offering an opportunity for all the
investors to ride on this wave."

The New Fund Offer (NFO) will open on
24th January 2025 and close on 07th
February 2025. The investment objective of
the scheme is to generate long-term capital
appreciation by investing in a diversified
portfolio of equity and equity related instru-
ments, debt and money market instruments
and units of gold Exchange Traded Funds
(ETFs).

The benchmark of the scheme is a combi-
nation of 65% Nifty 500 TRI + 25% Nifty
Composite Debt Index + 10% price of domes-
tic gold. Mr. Nikhil Rungta, Mr. Sumit
Bhatnagar and Mr. Pratik Shroff will be the
Fund managers of the Scheme. The scheme
will reopen for continuous sale and repur-
chase on 18th February 2025.

New Delhi : The air in Goa carries
a whisper, a promise of something
sacred yet untamed, as if the sea
and sky conspired to write a love
letter to the earth. In that breeze,
amidst the golden sands and the
rhythmic lull of waves, lies Jolene-
-a sanctuary perched high above
Anjuna, embodying a spirit so
alive it feels like she's breathing.
Jolene is not just a place; she's a
pulse, a presence, a muse. Today,
her doors open, and with them, a
story unravels--a story of time,
taste, and transformation,
stitched together by the hands of a
chef who once hid in the pleats of
his mother's saree and now
stands under the spotlight of a
culinary stage he never imagined.

I didn't know what I was look-
ing for as a boy in Delhi, but I
knew I hadn't found it. There
were no mirrors that reflected
me, no icons who whispered
truths about who I was or what I
could become. I felt like an aber-
ration, a stain, a shadow flitting
between shame and fear. There
was no name for the way I felt, no
vocabulary to explain why I didn't
quite fit the world's mold. But in
the kitchen, I found solace. My
mother's saree, the fragrant swirl
of turmeric and cumin, and the
quiet, precise movements of
Panditji, our Brahmin chef, creat-
ed a cocoon where I could hide
and, paradoxically, begin to
emerge. It was in that small
kitchen, with its symphony of
spices and the soft hum of devo-
tion, that I began to taste a life
beyond the confines of self-
loathing. Panditji was a master,
each dish a hymn to tradition, a
meditation on flavors rooted in
the soil and soul of India. My
mother, on the other hand, was a
rebel. She baked in a city where
ovens were rarities, conjuring tri-
fles, cookies, and cakes that
seemed almost magical in their
creation. She brought airiness to
the density of our days, lightness
to the gravity I carried. Between
her whimsy and Panditji's rigor, I
discovered not just a love for food
but an understanding of its
power--a force that could heal,
transform, and connect. Years
later, I left Delhi, carrying with me
the aromas and memories of
home, like an invisible talisman.
Bombay was a blur of longing and
learning, a city that taught me
how to improvise, adapt, and
recreate the dishes of my child-
hood in borrowed kitchens and on
borrowed time. But it was New
York that shaped me, that tested
me, that turned me from a boy
who cooked to a man who dared
to claim the title of chef. I arrived
in Manhattan wide-eyed and
determined, studying graphic
design by day and cooking by
night. First for myself, then for
friends, and soon for strangers
who became believers in the
alchemy I could conjure with a
skillet and some spices. The word
spread--a young Indian boy, bare-
ly more than a whisper of a man,
cooking meals that people said
tasted like stories, like history, like
home.

Cooking led to catering, cater-

ing to recognition, and recognition
to the opening of Devi, a restau-
rant that dared to dream big in a
city that demanded nothing less.
Devi was where I learned what it
meant to be fearless. It was where
we introduced the world to a
degustation-style menu that treat-
ed Indian food not just as suste-
nance but as art, as poetry on a
plate. The Michelin star we
earned wasn't just a star; it was a
comet, blazing through the culi-
nary cosmos, announcing that
Indian cuisine had arrived on the
global stage. Yet even in those tri-
umphant moments, I felt tethered
to something deeper, something
quieter--the memory of that small
Delhi kitchen where food was
more than a career; it was a call-
ing.

When Jolene called me to Goa,
it felt like a return to that calling,
a homecoming of sorts. Jolene is a
woman of many moods, and her
spirit resonates with mine. She is
bold yet gentle, adventurous yet
grounded. She is the taste of salt
on the skin and the sound of
laughter carried by the wind. Her
essence is woven into the very
fabric of this restaurant that
stands like a beacon above the
sea. Every inch of Jolene reflects a
story--a design crafted with care,
a menu that whispers of travels
and traditions, a bar that pours
poetry into every glass. She is a
place where simplicity and sophis-
tication dance, where every detail
feels intentional yet effortless.

I am deeply grateful to Amrita
Arora Ladak, Shakeel Ladak,
Gaurav Batra, and Ankit Tayal for
believing in me and supporting
me. They are my dream makers.
People with immense visionary
minds and gentle daring souls.
Being at Jolene with them is a
blessing. Together, we've brought
Jolene to life as a reflection of pas-
sion and purpose, a sanctuary
that feels both eternal and new.

The food at Jolene tells tales of
Goa's abundant soul and the
world's boundless flavors. Each
dish is an offering, a bridge
between the familiar and the
extraordinary. We've drawn inspi-
ration from the markets of Kochi,
the beaches of Morjim, the streets
of Beirut, and the bustling corners
of Madrid. Dishes like Kochi
Lobster Cornettos and Tunisian
Aubergine Caviar aren't just
meals; they are memories waiting
to be made, journeys waiting to be
savored. Even the cocktails at
Jolene are imbued with personal-
ity, like the Peaches and Cream,

which feels like liquid velvet, or
the Ya Ya Ya Coco Jumbo, a play-
ful nod to the tropics. Every bite,
every sip is an invitation to linger,
to laugh, to lose yourself in the
magic of the moment.

And yet, as Jolene opens her
doors, I find myself reflecting not
just on the present but on the
past, on the winding roads that
brought me here. I think about the
journalists who once sat across
from me in New York, their pens
poised, their questions probing. I
see myself in their hunger, their
boundless energy, their eagerness
to learn and uncover. Now, at 52, I
find myself on the other side of the
table, sitting across from young,
eager writers who remind me of
the person I was--bold, curious,
and striving to understand the
world. They carry a spark that
fills me with joy, a reminder that
the world keeps turning, keeps
renewing itself with every genera-
tion. In these exchanges, I feel the
weight of responsibility--not just
to tell my story but to tell the
truth. To speak of the grit behind
the glamour, the sleepless nights
behind the Michelin stars, the sac-
rifices that make the successes
possible. I want these young
minds to know that being a chef
isn't about accolades or applause;
it's about love--love for the craft,
for the people you serve, for the
team that stands beside you. It's
about staying curious, staying
humble, and never losing sight of
why you started.

Jolene, for me, is more than a
restaurant; she's a testament to
what happens when passion
meets purpose. She's a reminder
that food is not just sustenance
but a medium of connection, a
way to bring people together and
make them feel seen, heard, and
loved. She's a culmination of
everything I've learned, every-
thing I've fought for, everything
I've dreamed. And yet, she's just
the beginning of a new chapter, a
new story waiting to unfold.

As the sun sets over Anjuna
and the sky blushes with hues of
gold and crimson, I stand on
Jolene's terrace, looking out at the
horizon. The sea stretches end-
lessly, a reminder of life's infinite
possibilities. And I think about the
boy I was, hiding in the folds of his
mother's saree, too scared to
dream.  If only he could see me
now. If only he could taste the life
we've created. If only he knew
that the thing he once feared--his
difference, his otherness--would
become his strength.

LIC Mutual Fund launches
Multi Asset Allocation Fund 

"From brokenness to belonging: A writer's
journey of reflection, hope, and connection"

"Jolene by the Sea: A culinary journey
of passion, purpose, and belonging"

A solitary Sunday and the strength in stillnessSumeet Tappoo to embark
on UK and Europe tour in
support of free healthcare
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Combating Stone Pelting on
Trains: Challenges, Impact and

RPF’s Strategic Response
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Stone pelting on the trains
has been a serious security
challenge since the open-
ing of railways across the
global railway network. In-
dian Railways being no ex-
ception. The fourth largest
open railway system with
more than 1.3 lakh track
length operating more
than 13000 trains covering
more than 7000 stations
and carrying about 8.5 bil-
lion passengers has been
vulnerable to all kinds of
vandalism. No wonder, the
protection of the railway
property, passengers and
their belongings have al-
ways been a work in
progress.

Apropos the RB secu-
rity directorate data 3901
stone pelting incidents on
trains were reported, 3391
cases registered and 1140
persons apprehended in
2024. These include 741
attacks on Vande Bharat
trains with arrest of 228
persons. Therefore, overall
average 325 cases re-
ported per month in such a
mammoth railway security
network (0.2167 cases per
kilometer track length).
This is a testimony to hu-
mongous vigilance kept up
by the Railway enforce-
ment agencies. The Team
RPF in The East Coast
Railway during 2024 has
been very proactive in the
registration of the cases
and detection. 30 incidents
reported of the stone bat-
tery on the Vande Bharat
rakes with the arrest of 36
persons. 85 incidents were
reported on the other
trains with apprehension
of 65 persons.More than
0.10 percent of the Rail-
way land has been under
encroachments breeding a
critical nuisance in these
track adjoining dwellings
with open access to move-
ment alongside railroad
and stone’s -throw -away
perennial free ammunition
supply (ballast/garbage ob-
jects) make a deadly play
of a cost free sport for de-
viated juveniles mostly
aged between 8 to 16
years.

The intent could vary
between cheap thrill, vent-
ing out frustrations by
have nots, drug addicts,
drunken elements, vested
motivated protests,
vagabonds, homeless,
lumpens, persecution
mania, mental illness, so-
cial media influencing, the
bet to hit targets, malicious
eco system to target IR as-
sets and an agitated sadis-
tic human impulse to
achieve something in a de-
prived milieu. The “revolu-
tions” ironically have
fuelled such delinquency. 

Moreover, the commu-

nal hatred after Independ-
ence has instigated bru-
tally organised stone
assaults on railway pas-
sengers. The anti -Sikh
riots 1984, the Mumbai
riots of 1992, the Sabar-
mati Express stone pelting
before setting the coaches
on fire in February 2002
and the Mumbai protests
on Rohingyas in 2012 are
some of the spinechilling
examples. The rock -
throwing incidents on the
Vande Bharat trains have
cost more than crore ru-
pees in the repairs and
also been causing scaring
disorientation and panic
during journey.The litho -
lobbing malaise aiming at
a loco pilot driving a
rolling stock has an acci-
dental causality.  This
could result in casualties,
trauma, damage and dis-
ruptions to the train serv-
ices, fear psychosis,
sensationalism, aggravat-
ing the law and order be-
sides drain on the
maintenance resources,
social unrest, trust deficit,
affecting financial health
of the stakeholders, en-
dangering the safety, de-
grading customer quality,
compromising punctuality,
creeping inefficiency, redi-
recting the precious police,
emergency, medical work-
ers and equipment.

Strategic response
The strategic response

has to be multipronged.
The lack of omnipresence
of the security staff at each
location makes the four
gate access control (RCC
boundary wall, AFC gates,
Platform screen doors and
automatic closed door
rakes) sine qua non in pro-
tection from such das-
tardly acts. The rakes of
Tejas, Vande Bharat, AC
local trains and more such
class of trains have been
made to enhance the
safety features.

Our Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has
been relentlessly pursuing
the vision of an innovative
railway enterprise with in-
creased budgetary alloca-
tion to railway
infrastructure. The Union
Minister for Railways Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw has

been toiling to build a
world class passenger -
friendly railway network.
Our responsibility to trans-
form should lead to a
proactive chain reaction.
This calls for a sincerity of
purpose and disciplined
action on processes usher-
ing productive assets for a
Viksit Bharat.

Hence, the core action
to obliterate the opportu-
nity of an offender must be
optimised with the auto-
matic closure of doors and
sealed windows having
toughened laminated ban-
dit glass shield design with
the stone proof polymer
technology in the AC
coaches. The iron mesh-
designed windows in the
Mumbai suburban local
trains could be gradually
installed in the other pas-
senger trains.Trespass
proof construction plan in
laying tracks stations and
the station development
schemes have been enforc-
ing the station structure
for CRB (Claims, Railways
and Body) protection.The
omnipresent and omnipo-
tent installation of CCTV
network in the trains, sta-
tions and the sections en-
sure 360 degree
surveillance. Many cases
of stone pelting have been
detected by RPF with the
CCTV installed inside the
Vande Bharat trains. 

Hence, RPF ECOR has
pioneered the installation
of solar powered CCTV
cameras in some of the
mapped sections. The de-
ployment of drones by RPF
for penetrative surveil-
lance makes a better secu-
rity sense to zoom in and
swoop on the crime -in-
fested patches. Human
surveillance with pin-
pointed mapping of the af-
fected area, intelligence
gathering, quick response
teams, profiling the risky
sectors, coordination with
police and GRP, commu-
nity engagement, effective
patrolling, passenger
awareness operations and
drives, sensitization,
media blitzkrieg, etc., have
been resorted to by RPF.  

However, these meas-
ures cannot wring water
out of a stone in a crimi-
nality written in stone.  So
we should leave no stone
unturned to endeavor the
integration of disadvan-
taged groups with effective
schooling, meaningful and
positive engagements, so-
cial entrepreneurship for
the residents of sub -
human localities adjoining
railway tracks and their
rehabilitation by the local
governments make the
solid difference in substan-
tial reduction of such
crimes. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The
most important factor which the
world should know is the element
of trust which India has developed
through its foreign policy and
through the Prime Minister&#39;s
economic thinking. They are expe-
riencing it. They should under-
stand the thought process behind it
and they should understand the ra-
tionale, the systematic thinking
which has gone into this.
● We are continuously striving

to improve the technological base
of railways, in terms of new trains,
new types of tracks, upgradation of
tracks, and maintenance in every
sector. We are trying to get the lat-
est technologies.
● On the slowdown in the sec-

ond quarter of this fiscal - “There
are three big levers in the economy
- The fiscal policy, the monetary
policy, and the credit policy. RBI
has had a very restrictive stance
since quite

some time, and liquidity has
been controlled because RBI
wanted to put a big break on the
inflationary pressures. Because of
the elections, and prolonged mon-
soon, construction in many sectors
was impacted. I think this is just a
small blip in the entire curve. We
definitely are in the 6 to 8% growth

band.”
● On why global companies will

choose India - “This must be seen
from a different frame. The frame
that I want to present is the frame
of trust, the frame of talent, and
the frame of design capabilities.
This is the uniquely Indian advan-
tage that we have. India has an
abundance of talent. Almost 2,000
GCCs are working on advanced
chips. And the biggest factor is the
way our Prime Minister has con-
ducted the economic and foreign
policy over the last 10 years. Due
to this, the world today trusts India,
and India respects their IPR. This
is why so many people are shifting
not just their supply chains but
value chains as well to India. And,
this is why people want to manu-
facture semiconductor in India.
India is one of the top 3 destina-
tions for semiconductors in the
coming years and the base is al-
ready set. They see India should
become the use case capital for AI.
Today models are practically be-
coming commoditised. So how do
we create a ecosystem where we
should be able to create use cases
and applications and agents for the
entire world and industry. So that’s
the framework I would like to see -
the framework of trust, design and

availability of talent.”
● On reducing trade tariffs and

trade protectionism - “Simplifica-
tion of tariffs is one of the major
agendas of our government. Lot of
simplification and digitalisation has
happened in the past. That has re-
ally helped the industry and global
supply chain. In the case of elec-
tronics manufacturing we have a
saturated domestic demand be-
cause 99.1% of mobile phones that
we use in our country are today
manufactured in India. From here
growth strategy has to change. So
this is the change in mindset. Ear-
lier we were looking at the import
substitution, manufacturing for the
domestic demand. Now we are
looking at Make in India, Make for
the world. Look at export led
growth in the next phase of
growth. That is happening in many
industries e.g. Pharmaceutical in-
dustry, Chemical industry. It has
been in the Garment industry for
sometime. So that change in mind-
set has been happening and simpli-
fication in the Customs laws and
Customs structure is also happen-
ing. I agree that there will be some
duties to protect certain segments
which is important for us. That
kind of calibrated approach is the
better approach. I frankly don’t

agree with the very theoretical ap-
proach of the many economists, I
would rather take a calibrated ap-
proach which is more practical and
more commonsensical. “
● On AI and skilling - The focus

on skilling is huge. In the case of
AI, we have set a target for our-
selves, that at least 1 million people
should be ready with AI tools, AI
Skills. They should be able to cre-
ate those use cases, create those
applications which the world
wants. We have shown that kind of
scales multiple things. In telecom,
we have set up 5G labs in hundred
universities so that the students
come out ready for the industry. In
Semi conductor we have 240 uni-
versities where we have given the
most advanced EDA tools so that
the students can actually design
the chips while they are in their
3rd year or in the final year of the
projects. The course curriculum is
getting fully aligned with what the
industry wants. So at the mid level,
at the lower level and at the top
level, each part of this value chain
we are focused on skilling and the
results are visible. Today the econ-
omy is generating one and half mil-
lion formal jobs in a month. Mr S.
N. Subrahmanyan has said that he
is short of 35000 people. 

Ashwini Vaishnaw’s quotes from Davos

First time joint press of states and Union in WEF
MI News Service, Kolkata: - On
Team India and Indian pavilion:
“This is a special occasion for all of
us. Our Prime Minister guided us to
have an integrated pavilion. There-
fore, this time the entire India team
is present here as one team. The
India pavilion is fully integrated
with all the states' pavilions.  We
are in Davos at a very important
juncture in our global geopolitical
and geo economic scenario. Despite
all the disruption and all the issues
the world is facing, India has
emerged as a very trusted country
which respects IP rights, a country
where democracy is vibrant. We
have clearly demonstrated to the
world that under all circumstances,
this is the country which believes in
peace, growth for everybody and
inclusive development.” - On ques-
tion related to Free Trade agree-
ment with Switzerland:
“Switzerland and India have been
very important strategic partners
for many decades. We have a rela-
tionship of trust. We share so many
common values, the values of
democracy, mutual trust, and
peace. The free trade agreement
that we have signed is in a sense
progression of those sentiments
and values. We believe that in many
we can have a win-win relation-
ship. We see very good scope in
multiple sectors whether it is tech-
nology, startup, food processing,
tourism, skill development, or edu-
cation. 

Many of MoUs which have been
signed by various honorable Minis-
ters and Chief Ministers from States
as well as from the Government of
India are a reflection of that.”  - On
a question related to impact on the
Indian economy under the Trump
administration: “Our relationship

with the USA has evolved over the
last 10 years in a very mature way.
We are co-developing many tech-
nologies. We are co-creating many
products. We have taken up many
joint research programs and we
are part of the QUAD where we
have common interests in the secu-
rity of the world.  We have many
common geostrategic interests and
we believe that this transition
which has happened in the US will
be very important for the entire
world. It will also  be very impor-
tant for India. We believe that the
relationship of trust between the US
and India will really help the
growth of both the countries
whether it is in the technology
economy and many other sectors.”
- On question related to sectors
where investors are most inter-
ested to invest in India: “Investors
are interested in multiple sectors
e.g. in technology - semiconductors,
AI, Electronics manufacturing, re-
search, design, GCCs.  We can club
all these under technology um-
brella. Apart from that, many other
sectors like skilling, aviation, food
processing, tourism, ocean (fish-
ing), energy are also very important
for investors.”  - On European in-
vestment in India: “Regarding the
number of investment proposals
that we have, we will be collating
all the proposals which have come
so far, but the numbers are very
big. I can say with confidence that
the world is looking at India as a
destination for co-creation of tech-
nology, developing new applica-
tions, for domestic demand. The
world is looking at India as a hub
for global production. - On Euro-
pean trade tension with China:
“Our PM has given us a very clear
thought that we should develop our

relationships with the world on the
basis of trust. Trust comes with a
lot of effort. It requires tremendous
hard work, transparency and a pe-
riod of understanding each other.
We believe that our relationship
with the EU today is totally based
on trust, that is what is going to
help us more.  We don't think in bi-
naries. We believe in ‘and’ rather
than ‘or’. 

So we believe that our design
capabilities and the high quality tal-
ent pool, and the way our PM has
given us a very steady policy regime
will give us good results. We believe
in win-win for the EU and India in
every sector we collaborate.” - On
a question related to representation
of India as ‘One’ in next Davos: “We
have very senior leaders here in
this meeting and people who have
had so much experience. They have
seen the world from so many differ-
ent perspectives. When all of us are
together from different political
parties, from different regions, dif-
ferent languages, the diversity that
we represent here we also repre-
sent the unity within this entire di-
verse group. Our purpose is
common. Going forward, we will
work as a team and we will have
multiple discussions among our-
selves.

Shri N Chandrababu Naidu’s
quotes

- On ‘Team India’: “For the very
first time, I am seeing team India at
one place talking in one voice. I am
appealing to all Indians, this is the
first time I am seeing well received
by Davos and also a well recognised
Indian delegation.”- “India is mov-
ing very fast, even Bloomberg esti-
mates that by 2028 in terms of
incremental GDP growth, India will
be number one and unstoppable

from then onwards. We will grow at
the fastest growth rate. We will be
able to provide stability and demo-
cratically everyone is now believing
in Viksit Bharat and they are work-
ing towards that. The Govt. of India
has laid very strong Principles.”  -
“India believes in Environmental
sustainability i.e. Paris Agreement.
We are going to add 500 GW capac-
ity in renewable energy. I am very
happy that all states are competing
for this. Andhra Pradesh is going to
add 165 GW capacity of renewable
energy and Mr Fadanvis is going to
add much more. Telangana Govt is
also going to add in a big way.” -
“Here we may be different political
parties, but we are all one when we
come to Davos - ‘India first, our
people first’ is our slogan. Davos is
centred around - environmental
sustainability, technology and Deep
tech and how to implement it in all
works of life. It may be health, it
may be agriculture & other areas
and also how to develop Human
Development. I am appealing to all
of you, India is well positioned as of
now. Economic reforms, right time
adoption of technology, demo-
graphic dividend, stable growth
rate, and also strong policies. India
brand is very strong under the
leadership of Narendra Modi ji.”  -
“This afternoon we had an India di-
alogue with all the Chief Ministers.
We have given the right message to
the people. At the same time, Ash-
wini ji also is coordinating very
well. It is a good thing, at least we
all have to tell the people what we
are going to do. We are all working
on how to attract investment, how
to learn things, how the world is
moving. Everything we understood
and accordingly we are going to
plan for the future. 

Indian Railways to Receive
Best Electoral Practices

Award on National Voters’ Day

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Indian Railways will be ho-
noured with the Best Elec-
toral Practices Award,
2024-25 by the Election
Commission of India during
the National Voters’ Day
celebrations on 25th Janu-
ary. The event is set to be
organised at Manekshaw
Centre, Delhi Cantonment
in New Delhi. This recogni-
tion highlights Indian Rail-
ways' crucial role in the
Lok Sabha Elections 2024,
where it significantly con-
tributed to voter awareness
and logistical support. To
promote voter awareness
and encourage citizen par-
ticipation in elections, the
Indian Railways, in collab-
oration with the Election
Commission of India, lever-
aged its Rail Display Net-
work (RDN) across stations,
official websites, and mo-
bile applications to dissem-

inate voter helpline details.
Pre-recorded announce-
ments were also made at
Railway stations. Addition-
ally, a special train, the
SVEEP Express, was oper-
ated in the Kashmir Valley
in coordination with local
authorities to engage and
inspire youth to actively
participate in the electoral
process. Social media cam-
paigns with hashtags like
#ChunavKaParv and
#DeshKaGarv promoted
participation. Railways also
facilitated secure and
seamless transportation of
over 3,74,000 para-military
personnel through 383
trains across the Nation for
conducting fair elections.
Indian Railways effectively
promoted civic engage-
ment, emphasising the im-
portance of voting in
shaping the Nation's
democracy.

First full-fledged trial run (Both On Up & Dn
Lines) conducted successfully 0n Noapara-Jai

Hind Bimanbandar Stretch of Yellow Line
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The long standing dream of
reaching Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International
Airport of Kolkata in the
Metro has got a major boost
as the first full-fledged trial
run on both UP and DN
lines on Noapara- Jai Hind
BimanBandar stretch
(7.04-kms ) of Yellow Line
has been conducted suc-
cessfully today i.e. on
24.01.2025 just before the
76th Republic Day. This
trial run started from Noa-
para at 12.09 hrs. with
Rake No. MR 408 as Metro
staff, officers and curious
onlookers witnessed history
being made in front of
them.  Shri P Uday Kumar
Reddy, General Manager,
other senior officers and
staff of Metro Railway were
present during this trial
run. 

Shri Reddy was present
in the Motorman’s cab dur-
ing the entire trial run. On
its way to Jai Hind Biman-
Bandar Metro station, the
rake stopped at Dum Dum
Cantonment station and
General Manager inspected
this station. The trial rake
ultimately reached Jai Hind
BimanBandar Metro station
at 12:31 hrs. as Metro offi-
cers and the staff present
there welcomed the rake
with joy. Shri Reddy also in-

spected Jai Hind Biman-
Bandar Metro station and
senior Metro officials
briefed him about the
progress of installation
work of different passenger
amenities which will be
available at the platform
and concourse levels of this
station. General Manager
congratulated all for com-
pletion of the first trial run
on  this  stretch.

After completing the in-
spection, General Manager
also held a high-level meet-
ing with the senior Metro
officials at Jai Hind Biman-
Bandar Metro station and
instructed them to complete
all pending works within
the deadline. During the re-
turn journey, the rake
started from Jai Hind Metro
station at 13:57 hrs and
reached Noapara Metro
station at 14.21 hrs. with
General Manager and other

senior officers on-board.
This stretch once commis-
sioned would be a revolu-
tionary step in providing a
modern transport system to
the people of Kolkata and
suburbs to reach Airport.

Salient features of the
stretch between Noapara
and Jai Hind BimanBandar
of Yellow Line:- i) Total
number of stations- 4 ( Noa-
para, Dum Dum Canton-
ment, Jessore Road, Jai
Hind BimanBandar ). ii) Jai
Hind BimanBandar is going
to be one of the biggest un-
derground Metro stations in
Asia. iii) Jai Hind Biman-
Bandar station will be the
connecting station of Or-
ange Line and Yellow Line.
iv)   Jai Hind BimanBandar
station will have 5 plat-
forms each of 180 metre
length. v)  Concourse area
of Jai Hind BimanBandar
station 14645 sq.mtr . 
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SPORTS &

Sinner punishes Shelton; Italian to face
a fresh Zverev at Australian Open final

I
taly's Jannik Sinner did
not pull any punches (or
serves) as he won against

Ben Shelton of the US on
Friday at the second semifinal
of the Australian Open men's
singles event. After Novak
Djokovic bowed out of the first
Australian Open semifinal
earlier in the day due to
injury, Alexander Zverev will
head to Sunday's final not as
tired as his opponent, Sinner. 

Sinner prevailed over
Shelton 7-6, 6-2, 6-2 in a
game that ended with the

American committing two
forced errors and one
unforced error, clearing the
Italian's way to defend the
title.  Number two-seeded
Zverev will now face his first
major final, which will be
against the defending cham-
pion. Before this, he was the
runner-up two times, if major
tennis events are counted.
"I'm obviously happy that I
have another shot at winning
a Grand Slam," the 27-year-
old told media after the
match, earlier on Friday.

Djokovic conceded the
game after he lost the opening
set 7-6 (5) to the German,
owing to the injury the
Serbian suffered from during
the quarterfinals.

The Australian Open
men's final is scheduled for
Sunday. The women's final on
Saturday could be a stage for
history as Aryna Sabalenka
(Belarus) attempts to take
home a hatrick Australian
Open title when she goes
against Madison Keys of the
US. 

MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] : After an
injury forced him to retire from the semifi-
nals of the Australia Open on Friday,
Serbian tennis icon Novak Djokovic
revealed that he had suffered an unspeci-
fied muscle tear which caused him to end
his journey in the tournament on a heart-
breaking note.

Germany's Alexander Zverev cruised to
the final of the ongoing Australia Open 2025
in the men's singles category after Djokovic,
retired from the semi-final clash after suf-
fering an injury on Friday. This has put an
end to Djokovic's campaign in the most dis-
appointing possible, denying him a chance
at a record-breaking 25th Grand
Slam title, his 11th Australian
Open title and a century of
ATP Tour Level titles.

Djokovic, struggling
with the injury from
the outset, managed
to hold his ground
against Zverev for
around 90 minutes
in the first set. The
opening set went to
a tie-break which
the German player
went on to win with
a scoreline of 7-6.

At 1-2, 0/40,
Djokovic created three
break points and fought off
five break points total in the
first set, before the Serbian scored a
standard volley with the court open in the
last point, the tie-break was all on serve.

Speaking after the match as quoted by
ATP's official website, Djokovic said that he
had not hit a ball since his quarterfinal
match against Carlos Alcaraz.

"I did everything I possibly can to basi-
cally manage the muscle tear that I had.
Medications and, I guess, the strap, and the
physio work helped to some extent today.
But yeah, towards the end of that first set, I
just started feeling more and more pain. It
was too much, I guess, to handle for me at
the moment," said Djokovic.

"Unfortunate ending, but I tried," he
added.

Despite not being at his best physically,
the 37-year-old, who played with his upper
part of left leg taped, did well enough to put
himself in a fine position in the first set
against Zverev, but he could not continue.
He declared it a "huge uphill battle" to stay
fit for massive and intense rallies for sever-
al hours. "It is a muscle tear. Two years ago,
I have managed it better. On the court, it did
not bother me as much. This time that was

not the case. So in these kind of instances I
guess have you to try to do as much as you
possibly can in the shortest amount of time,
and that was the case. I had an extra day, so
two days no match. So I thought it is going
to be good enough maybe. But yeah, that
was not the case, unfortunately," he added.

In early hours of Wednesday morning,
Djokovic had secured a win over Alcaraz in
a four-set blockbuster clash, during which
he did struggle physically, but managed to
persevere and fight through the pain.

"I actually thought I played really well,
as well as I played the past 12 months, to be
honest. I liked my chances if I was physical-

ly fit and ready to battle. I liked my
chances today. Who knows? Of

course, it was never going to
be an easy battle, an easy

match for me. Neither
was it for Sascha, even if
I was not injured," he
said.

Djokovic went on
to say that injuries
are the "biggest
enemy" for an ath-
lete.

"In the past, I man-
aged certain injuries,

like the one you men-
tioned a few years ago

that to some extent even
helped me even play better

and win the tournament," said
Djokovic.

"It was not to be this time. That is okay.
I cannot throw away all the incredible mem-
ories and results and achievements that I
have achieved here over the years just
because this year I retired in the semi-
finals," he added.

The world number six in the ATP
Rankings said that some more examination
of the injury will follow on his return to
Europe before he consults with his medical
team for a way forward.

"I had success with quick recoveries in
the past. Let us see," Djokovic said. "It just
depends on the muscle and how it responds
to the treatment," he added.

"It is true that I have been getting
injured quite a bit [the] past few years. I do
not know what exactly is the reason for
that,. Maybe several different factors. But I
will keep going. I will keep striving to win
more Slams. And as long as I feel that I
want to put up with all of this, I will be
around," he concluded.

Zverev will now face the winner of the
second semi-final between Jannik Sinner
and Alex de Minaur in the final on Sunday.

PRE-QUALIFYING I:
AMATEUR ADITYA
GARG FIRES SECOND
STRAIGHT 65 TO
TAKE TOP HONOURS
J A M S H E D P U R
(JHARKHAND) : Pune-based
amateur Golfer Aditya Garg
fired a second straight six-
under 65 in round two to total
12-under 130 and thus take
the top honours at Pre-
Qualifying I of the PGTI
Qualifying School 2025 being
played at the Golmuri Golf
Course in Jamshedpur.

From a total field of 105 in
Pre-Qualifying I, the top 24
players qualified for the Final
Qualifying Stage as the cut was
declared at one over 143.

Nineteen-year-old amateur
Aditya Garg (65-65), who was
the overnight leader by one
shot, was on a roll for the sec-
ond day in succession at
Golmuri Golf Course as he put
together eight birdies over his
first 15 holes. Aditya's double-
bogey on the closing ninth was
the only dampener for him.
However, Garg still finished
four shots clear of the rest of
the field.

Pune-based Golfer said, "I
began the day well with a
great chip that set up a tap-in
birdie on the 10th. Thereafter,
I made one long conversion on
the 17th and gave myself a lot
of opportunities landing it
within 10 to 12 feet of the flag
on most holes. I made a few
swing changes before coming
into the Q School. I'm delighted
that the swing change held up
under pressure on both days
and I executed my shots well.
This is a big confidence boost-
er for my ball-striking ahead of
the Final Stage." Sourav
Choudhary (69-65) of Mhow
finished second at eight-under
134. Local golfer Kurush
Heerjee qualified for the Final
Stage after taking tied 18th
place at one-over 143. 

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Paris
Paralympics Games 2024 bronze
medalist Rubina Francis recently
appeared on the House of Glory
podcast, an initiative by the
Gagan Narang Sports
Foundation. In the conversation,
she also expressed her feelings
about being conferred the Arjuna
Award this year for her achieve-
ments at both national and inter-
national levels.

The star has established her-
self as a prominent figure in para
shooting, particularly in the
Women's 10m Air Pistol SH1 cat-
egory. Building on her successful
track record, Rubina secured her
place to represent India at the
2024 Summer Paralympics in
Paris and then went on to win her
first Olympics medal- a bronze.

"I am extremely honoured to
be receiving the Arjuna Award
and very thankful to the Indian
government for recognising my
achievements. This is a very spe-
cial moment for me and my fami-
ly as getting a National award is a
dream for any athlete. It seems
that my hard work has finally
paid off and it almost feels unre-
al, After all the challenges that I
faced in the last 3-4 years, this
achievement has become even
more special," said Rubina as
quoted by a Gagan Narang Sports
Foundation press release.

Francis qualified for her first
Olympics in 2020 during the
Tokyo Paralympics but finished
seventh. In her conversation, she
revealed how her performance in
Tokyo put her in a tough space,

also making her think about leav-
ing the sport.

"I sat at home and analysed
myself. I wrote a full detail about
what all went wrong and then I
read it. That's when I realised
how immature I was during
Tokyo. An athlete properly plans
before going to such a significant
stage but that planning was not
there with me. Both I and my
country had to face the conse-
quences. Everybody was upset,"
revealed Francis as the press
release added.

However, she overcame her
shortcomings and applied the
learnings in Paris, which helped
her attain success in the tourna-
ment. She spent six months after
her loss in Tokyo, working on her-
self, learning to develop a control
on her mind, to ensure that she
does well in her sport.

Rubina again faced a tough
phase when she continuously lost
quotas in almost all the quota
matches that took place between
2022 and 2024. However, she did-
n't give up and entered the
Paralympics with the same spirit.

"I don't let the demotivation
upset me for many days. It only
lasts for 1 or a maximum of 2
months. But post that, I became
normal, which is very important.
Sports Psychology is very impor-
tant. If I had realised it before
Tokyo, I would have won a medal
or at least delivered a good per-
formance. I wouldn't have regret-
ted or wasted six months,"
Francis added while discussing
the importance of mental health.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Indian
stars Yashavi Jaiswal, all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja and pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah were fea-
tured in the ICC Men's Test Team
of the Year 2024, which was
unveiled on Friday.

The list also consists of pre-
mier Test stars like England's Joe
Root, New Zealand's Kane
Williamson and Australian skip-
per Pat Cummins.

-Yashasvi Jaiswal (India)
Jaiswal established himself as

a premier Test opener and a
standout figure in Indian batting
during 2024. After a challenging
series in South Africa, he made
an impressive comeback in the
home series against England,
amassing a staggering 712 runs.
This included two double cen-
turies and three fifties, showcas-
ing his dominance.

Jaiswal continued his fine
form with three half-centuries in
four innings as India thrashed
Bangladesh at home. He was also
one of the few bright spots in an
otherwise disappointing series for
India, as New Zealand achieved a
historic whitewash on Indian soil.

In the all-important Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, Jaiswal demon-
strated his class with a magnifi-
cent 161 in the second innings at
Perth, bouncing back strongly

after a first-innings duck. He fin-
ished as India's top scorer in the
series, accumulating 391 runs,
with a century and two half-cen-
turies.

Over the calendar year,
Jaiswal scored a remarkable
1,478 runs at an impressive aver-
age of 54.74, a tally second only
to England's Joe Root. His tally
consisted of three centuries and
nine fifties.

-Ben Duckett (England)
The resilient opener played a

pivotal role in England's Test suc-
cess in 2024. His aggressive bat-
ting alongside fellow opener Zak
Crawley, often laid the foundation
for England to post massive
totals.

Ben Duckett began the year
with an impressive tour of India,
emerging as England's highest
run-scorer with 343 runs, high-
lighted by a magnificent 153 in
Rajkot. He carried his form into
the home series against West
Indies and Sri Lanka, scoring 178
and 186 runs, respectively.

On England's tour of Pakistan,
Duckett added 262 runs in five
innings, including a superb cen-
tury in Multan. He followed this
up with 180 runs during the New
Zealand tour, capping off a pro-
ductive year.

Duckett's consistency saw him

finish as the third-highest run-
scorer of 2024, behind only his
compatriot Joe Root and India's
Yashasvi Jaiswal. In total, he
amassed 1,149 runs at an aver-
age of 37.06, with two centuries
and six fifties, with a stunning
strike rate of over 87.

-Kane Williamson (New
Zealand)

An injury-hit season could not
prevent Williamson from show-
casing his class as one of the
finest Test batters in 2024. The
year began spectacularly for
Williamson, as he scored cen-
turies in both innings against
South Africa in Mount

Maunganui. He followed this up
with another century in
Hamilton, finishing the series
with a remarkable 403 runs in
just four innings.

However, his form dipped dur-
ing Australia's tour of New
Zealand, where he managed only
77 runs in four innings. Despite
this setback, Williamson rediscov-
ered his rhythm in the latter half
of the year. On the tour of Sri
Lanka, he scored 138 runs in
four innings, setting the stage for
a stellar home series against
England.

Against England, Williamson
was at his best, amassing 395

runs in six innings to finish as the
highest scorer of the series for
both teams. His performances
included two fifties and a magnif-
icent, match-winning 156 in his
final innings of the year.

Overall, Kane Williamson
accumulated 1,013 runs in 2024
at an outstanding average of
59.58, making him the sixth-
highest run-scorer of the year.
This also included four centuries
and four fifties.

-Joe Root (England)
Root continued to dominate

the longest format of the game in
2024, cementing his status as the
best Test batsman of the year.

The year began on a challeng-
ing note for Root, as he struggled
in the first three Tests against
India. However, he turned his
form around with a gritty unbeat-
en 122 followed by a solid 84 in
the final two matches of the
series.

Root's brilliance shone
through during the home series
against the West Indies, where he
amassed 291 runs in just four
innings, including a century and
two fifties. He truly etched his
name into the history books dur-
ing the home series against Sri
Lanka, scoring a monumental
375 runs in six innings. At Lord's,
he equalled and then surpassed
Alastair Cook's record for the
most Test centuries by an English
player, registering centuries in
both innings against Sri Lanka.

Root's form carried over to
England's tour of Pakistan, where
he stitched a record-breaking
partnership with Harry Brook,
scoring his career-best 262 in the
process. He rounded off the year
with the tour of New Zealand,
scoring 218 runs in six innings,
which included a fifty and a cen-
tury.

In total, Joe Root accumulated
1,556 runs in 2024 at an impres-
sive average of 55.57. He now
ranks fifth on the all-time list of

Test cricket's highest run-scorers,
with six hundred and five fifties.

-Harry Brook (England)
In 2024, Brook firmly estab-

lished himself as England's next
batting superstar. After missing
the tour of India due to personal
reasons, he returned in style dur-
ing the home series against the
West Indies, where he showcased
his talent with a brilliant century
of 109.

Brook continued his fine form
in the home series against Sri
Lanka, adding 180 runs to his
tally. However, it was in the final
two series of the year -- against
Pakistan and New Zealand --
where Brook truly came into his
own.

In the first Test against
Pakistan in Multan, he joined Joe
Root to forge a monumental part-
nership of 454 runs, with Brook
going on to register a sensational
triple century. During England's
tour of New Zealand, Brook
maintained his prolific form,
scoring 350 runs in six innings,
including two outstanding cen-
turies of 171 and 123.

Overall, Brook amassed 1,100
runs in 2024 at an impressive
average of 55, making him the
fourth-highest run-scorer in Test
cricket for the year, with four
centuries and three fifties.

Arjuna Awardee Rubina
Francis opens up on Paris
Paralympics 2024 comeback

AARON FINCH ANCHORS
PUNJABI SHER SQUAD IN
LEGEND 90 LEAGUE
CHANDIGARH (PUNJAB)[INDIA] : Former
Australia captain Aaron Finch and Indian
cricketer Saurabh Tiwari are among the mar-
quee players for Punjabi Sher for the Legend
90 League which is set to take place from
February 6 to 18 in Raipur.

The Punjabi Sher squad will also feature
former Afghanistan cricketer Noor Zadran,
further boosting their lineup. Earlier this
month, the team was officially unveiled as the
newest entrant in the Legend 90 League.

Finch, Saurabh Tiwari and Noor Zadran
will feature for Punjabi Sher. The Punjabi
Sher have also revealed their official logo.
The team's logo features regal armour with a
crown at its centre, symbolizing strength, roy-
alty, and dominance perfectly capturing the
spirit of the Punjabi Sher.

The Punjabi Sher franchise is owned by
Shubh Infra a leading real estate firm com-
mitted to excellence and innovation. Speaking
about the squad, Harish Garg, Director of
Shubh Infra said, "With a squad featuring
legendary players like Aaron Finch we are
confident of making a strong impact in the
Legend 90 League."

Echoing the sentiments Mr. Sunny Sehgal,
also a Director of Shubh Infra, added, "Our
aim is to bring the best of cricketing enter-
tainment to fans while promoting the values
of camaraderie. The Legend 90 League is set
to revolutionize the way the game is played,
and we are proud to contribute to this excit-
ing journey.

The Legend 90 League will feature players
such as former Indian cricketers Harbhajan
Singh, Shikhar Dhawan, Suresh Raina, and
former New Zealand batter Ross Taylor. With
dynamic franchises like Chhattisgarh
Warriors, Haryana Gladiators, Dubai Giants,
Gujarat Samp Army, Delhi Royals, Big Boys,
Punjabi Sher, and Rajasthan Kings, the stage
is perfectly set for an unforgettable celebra-
tion of cricket.

The league, featuring a dynamic 90-ball-
per-side format, promises to be a game-
changer in the cricketing landscape. 

"Unfortunate ending, but I tried...":

Djokovic after injury forces his exit

from Australian Open during semifinal
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