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PM Modi congratulates ISRO for 
achieving another historic feat 

Firhad blames promoter's and engineers’ negligence for Baghajatin flat disaster

Mamata suspends 12 doctors, extends 
financial support for family

Actor Saif Ali Khan injured in knife attack 
at  his residence, Mamata expresses concern

US President Biden warns of 'oligarchy' formation in America

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a de-
cisive move following the tragic
death of a pregnant woman and
her newborn at Medinipur Medical
College, the West Bengal govern-
ment has suspended 12 doctors, in-
cluding senior staff and the hospital
superintendent. Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee also announced a
compensation package of 5 lakh for
the deceased woman’s family, along
with a government job for one fam-
ily member. Preliminary investiga-
tions by the Health Department and
CID have revealed significant negli-
gence in the case. The tragedy,
which occurred after toxic saline
was administered during a series of
C-section procedures, resulted in
the death of Mamani Ruidas and
her newborn. Banerjee emphasized
that the suspended doctors will face
further CID investigation to ensure

accountability. The chief minister
said two separate teams, one with
medical officers and another from
the CID, had investigated the matter
and submitted two reports.  “If
there is negligence, it is a criminal
offence,” she said. The Chief Minis-
ter stated, “Those entrusted with
saving lives failed in their responsi-
bilities. If they had acted diligently,
both the mother and child could
have been saved.” The suspended
doctors include: Dr. Dilip Pal (Bed
In-Charge), Dr. Himadri Nayek (Se-
nior Doctor), Dr. Mohammad Alaud-
din (Department Head), resident
medical officer Somen Das, Dr.
Jayanta Kumar Rout (MSVP), senior
resident Pallabi Banerjee and junior
residents and post-graduate
trainees, including Dr. Moumita
Mondal, Sushanta Mandal, Manish
Kumar, Bhagyasree Kundu, Pooja

Saha and Jagriti Ghosh. “These 12
have been suspended along with
pending investigation by the CID,”
Mamata announced.

Mamata emphasized that the
doctors present on the day of the in-
cident were responsible for the fail-
ure, warning that further patient
safety concerns could arise. "We
don’t know what will happen if
other patients go to them. We have
to look after them," she stated.

The Chief Minister revealed that
one of the suspended doctors had
performed three surgeries at a hos-
pital in Debra’s Balichak, West Mid-
napore, despite being scheduled to
work at Medinipur Medical College.
Mamata also condemned the wide-
spread practice of dual employ-
ment, where government doctors
prioritize private practice over their
official duties. “This cannot be tol-
erated,” she remarked.

Mamata further clarified that if
there had been a problem with the
saline used in the treatment, similar
incidents would have occurred in
other state-run hospitals as well.
She mentioned that the government
had sent the saline samples for
retesting and is now looking for al-
ternative IV fluids of better
quality.The Chief Minister empha-
sized the negligence involved in
sending unqualified junior doctors
to perform cesarean sections, along
with failure to administer proper
anesthesia. She questioned the 
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Mamata criticizes Mohan Bhagwat’s “True
Independence” remarks, calls them anti-national

MI News Service,
Kolkata: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
strongly condemned RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat’s
recent statement that
India’s "true independ-
ence" was established
on the day of the conse-
cration of the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya. She
described his remarks
as "anti-national and
dangerous."

On Monday, Bhagwat
had stated that the date
of the Ram Temple con-
secration should be cel-
ebrated as "Pratishtha
Dwadashi," claiming

that it marked the "true
independence" of India. 

In response to the
statement, Mamata
Banerjee addressed the
media at a press confer-
ence in Nabanna, the
state secretariat. She
firmly asserted, “Bengal
was the political capital
of India. Our country
gained independence on
August 15, 1947. Do you
think the history of the
country can be changed
by anyone at any time?
Our Independence and
our democracy are our
pride.”

She went on to em-
phasize the significance

of historical figures in
India's struggle for free-
dom, asking, "Mahatma
Gandhi, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, Bhagat
Singh, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad; will we for-
get them? Will we forget
their struggle? Gandhi ji
is the Father of the na-
tion. He gave up his life
for the country. How will
we forget freedom fight-
ers?"

Mamata labeled
Bhagwat's statement as
dangerous and reiter-
ated her strong disap-
proval, urging the RSS
leader to withdraw his
comments. “It is a dan-

gerous statement and I
strongly condemn it. He
should withdraw the
statement. Long live our
freedom and democracy.
What will be our identity
if we lose our Independ-
ence Day? They are try-
ing to change history
and many chapters of
the Constitution,” she
added. 

The Chief Minister’s
remarks came amid
growing tensions sur-
rounding the controversy,
highlighting the impor-
tance of preserving
India’s history and the
values associated with its
independence. 

MI News Service, New Delhi : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  has con-
gratulated the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) for
achieving a historic feat  by  success-
fully completing the  docking process
of two satellites, saying that  the suc-
cess of the country’s Space Docking
Experiment (SpaDeX) project was a
stepping stone for future space mis-
sions."Congratulations to our scien-
tists at ISRO and the entire space
fraternity for the successful demon-
stration of space docking of satel-
lites. It is a significant stepping stone
for India's ambitious space missions
in the years to come," PM Modi
posted on X on Thursday.

Earlier this morning ISRO  had
announced that the much-awaited
satellite docking has been com-
pleted, with India becoming the
fourth country in the oworld to
achieve this rare feet.

"India became the 4th country to
achieve successful Space Docking.
Congratulations to the entire team!
Congratulations to India," ISRO said
in a  post on X.

The SpaDeX docking process
completed manoeuvring from 15 me-
ters to 3 metres hold point with pre-
cision, leading to a successful
spacecraft capture.

"SpaDeX Docking Update: Dock-
ing Success Spacecraft docking suc-

cessfully completed! A historic mo-
ment. Let's walk through the SpaDeX
docking process: Manoeuvre from
15m to 3m hold point completed.
Docking was initiated with precision,
leading to successful spacecraft cap-
ture. Retraction was completed
smoothly, followed by rigidisation for
stability. Docking successfully com-
pleted," ISRO announced, adding,
"Post docking, control of two satel-
lites as a single object is successful.
Undocking and power transfer
checks to follow in coming days."
Union Minister Jitendra Singh also
said that  this  success will pave
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MI News Service, Mumbai :
Popular Bollywood actor
Saif Ali Khan received mul-
tiple stab injuries after an
intruder attacked him with
a knife at his South  Mum-
bai residence early on
Thursday, police said.

According to them, Saif
Ali, 54, was  rushed to  a
leading Private Hospital
where he was admitted and
surgeries were  conducted
to heal the wounds.

As per the preliminary
reports, an unidentified in-
truded entered Ali’s house
at around 2.30 am  and
after attacking the actor
with a sharp knife multiple
times,  fled under the cover
of darkness.

According to  Dr Niraj
Uttamani , COO of the Pri-
vate  hospital  “Khan was
stabbed  six times and two
of them are deep. Of this
one is close to spine. He is
being operated upon by a
team of doctors led neuro-
surgeon Dr Nitin Dange,
cosmetic surgeon Dr Leena
Jain and anaesthesiologist
Dr Nisha Gandhi," Dr Utta-
mani said. "The surgery is
still going on. He sustained
six injuries, two are minor,
two intermediate and two
deep injuries, one of the in-
juries is on the back which
is close to spine. A neuro-
surgeon is involved in the
surgery," Dr Uttamani said.

The wrist wound is also
deep. It's on the left hand
and requires a plastic sur-
geon to repair it, he added.

"There was an at-
tempted burglary in Saif Ali
Khan and  Kareena Kapoor
Khan's residence last night.
Saif had an injury on his
arm for which he is in hos-
pital, undergoing a proce-
dure. The rest of the family
is doing fine,"  the police
said.Meanwhile the actor’s

family in a statement said
"We request the media and
fans to be patient and not
speculate any further as
the police is already doing
their due investigations.
Thank you all for your con-
cern," the statement said.

Saif Ali Khan's public
relations representative
also in statement said there
was an "attempted bur-
glary" at his residence.

"He is currently in hos-
pital undergoing a surgery.
We request the media and
fans to be patient. It is a po-
lice matter. We will keep
you updated on the situa-
tion," the representative
said.

A police official said
that as per initial informa-
tion, an unidentified person
entered Saif Ali Khan's
house and both of them
had a scuffle. Some family
members of the actor were
present in the house at the
time of the incident, he
said.The actor was injured
in knife attack by the in-
truder. He was taken to the
Lilavati Hospital in Bandra
and was reported to be out
of danger, the official said.

Asked if there was a
robbery attempt at the
actor's house by the in-
truder, a senior police offi-

cial did not elaborate and
said an investigation was
on.The Bandra police
reached the spot after re-
ceiving information and
launched a probe into the
incident.

Saif Ali Khan is known
for his performances in
films like "Omkara", "Dil
Chahta Hai", "Kal Ho Naa
Ho" and "Tanhaji: The Un-
sung Warrior".He will be
seen next in "Jewel Thief -

The Red Sun Chapter", a
heist drama.

West Bengal Chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee was
among the first who re-
acted at the unfortunate in-
cident and  has expressed
concern over the  stabbing
attack on Saif Ali Khan. She
also  wished his speedy re-
covery.  

.In a post on her X han-
dle on Thursday Chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee said
"It's very concerning to
hear about the attack on
noted actor Saif Ali Khan. I
pray for his speedy recov-
ery, trusting that the law
will take its course and
those responsible will be
held accountable. My
thoughts and prayers are
with Sharmila Di, Kareena
Kapoor, and the entire fam-
ily during this difficult
time," her tweet read.

Also reacting to the in-
cident, BJP spokesperson
Ram Kadam said the police
will not spare the guilty.

NCP (SP) spokesperson
Clyde Crasto said the attack
on Saif Ali Khan was a
cause for concern because
if such high-profile people
with security can be at-
tacked in their homes, then
what would happen to
common citizens.

NCP (SP) Lok Sabha
member Supriya Sule, a
friend of Kareena Kapoor
Khan's family, said the inci-
dent was worrisome.

Congress spokesperson
Atul Londhe criticised the
Maharashtra government
over the "failure" of law
and order. If celebrity
homes are attacked and
they need to put bullet-
proof windows, what will
be condition of ordinary cit-
izens," he said, claiming
such incidents will impact
investments in the sta.

In a post on
her X han-
dle on
Thursday
Chief min-

ister Mamata
Banerjee said "It's very
concerning to hear
about the attack on
noted actor Saif Ali
Khan. I pray for his
speedy recovery, trust-
ing that the law will
take its course and
those responsible will
be held accountable.
My thoughts and
prayers are with
Sharmila Di, Kareena
Kapoor, and the entire
family during this diffi-
cult time," her tweet
read.

MI News Service, Washington DC :
Outgoing  US President Joe Biden
in his farewell address from the
Oval Office on Thursday highlighted
the formation of an 'oligarchy' in
America which would give them the
opportunity to abuse power.

Expressing concern in this situa-
tion, President Biden warned of the
concentration of wealth in a few
hands, as it would give them the op-

portunity to abuse their power.
"In my farewell address tonight,

I want to warn the country of some
things that give me great concern.
And this is a dangerous -- and
that's the dangerous concentration
of power in the hands of a very few
ultrawealthy people, and the dan-
gerous consequences if their abuse
of power is left unchecked. Today,
an oligarchy is taking shape in

America of extreme wealth, power
and influence that literally threat-
ens our entire democracy, our basic
rights and freedoms and a fair shot
for everyone to get ahead. We see
the consequences all across Amer-
ica. And we've seen it before," he
said in his emotional farewell
speech from the White House.

Before bidding farewell from his
office for the past four years, Biden

said that the solution did not lie in
punishing the wealthy, but to make
them pay proportionately. "More
than a century ago, the American
people stood up to the robber
barons back then and busted the
trusts. They didn't punish the
wealthy. They just made the
wealthy play by the rules everybody
else had. Workers want rights to
earn their fair share. You know,

they were dealt into the deal, and it
helped put us on the path to build-
ing the largest middle class, the
most prosperous century any nation
the world has ever seen. We've got
to do that again," he said. Biden
highlighted that the wealthy must
put forth their fair share in taxes.
"The last four years, that is exactly
what we have done. People should
be able to make as much as they

can, but pay -- play by the same
rules, pay their fair share in taxes.
So much is at stake," the outgoing
President said. Biden also high-
lighted the threats of climate
change, and said he signed the
clean climate law, which is the most
significant in history. "Right now,
the existential threat of 
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Startup India propelled country
to be the most vibrant  business
ecosystem, says PM Modi

The President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu accorded a ceremonial welcome to H.E. Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Pres-
ident of the Republic of Singapore at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

As the sun sets over Gangasagar Island, a woman enjoys a quiet meal before her journey
home, while GDBA members embody the spirit of service, cleaning up the ghat after the
Ganga Sagar Mela concludes, at South 24 Parganas on Thursday. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya 

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Lauding 'Startup
India' as a transformative
programme, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has
stated that the initiative
has propelled India to be-
come one of the largest
and most vibrant startup
ecosystems globally. It is a
landmark initiative that
has redefined innovation,
entrepreneurship and
growth, he said, describ-
ing the programme as
"very close to my heart,"
as it has emerged as a
powerful way of further-
ing youth 

uu Continued on page 3

West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee addressing a news conference
on Medinipur Medical College issue at Nabanna on Thursday.
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MI News Service, Hooghly:
once interested in politics.
His wife has been the
Chairperson of Bansberia
Municipality.  Her husband
Satye Ranjan Sil (Sona Sil)
is a famous businessman
and also a social worker.
Thus, he has an old rela-
tionship with Bollywood,
but now he is going to start
his new innings by acting
with a film producer in the
film "Jhumur", which is
showing in theaters today.
Jhumur highlights the life
of adivasi, gramin, tribals.
A tribal girl "Jhumur
Murmu" describes her
problems, her dreams, her
educational interest, and
her desire for status in the
society.  Apart from them,
Sona Sil is also in the lead
role who is playing the
role of Chief Minister.
Apart from them, many fa-

mous and well-known ac-
tors of Tollywood like
Saheb Chatterjee, Kheraj
Mukherjee, Laboni Sarkar,
Rajesh Sharma, John  and
other famous  actors are
included.  During a meet-
ing with representative
Awami News, actress Ra-
jshri said that it took me

two years to prepare for
this film.  To play the role
of an Adivasi girl, she
went to a tribal village and
stayed with them for sev-
eral days.  Tried to learn
their language.  Learn
ways to live with them.  At
the same time, he also
learned martial arts,

swordsmanship, robbery,
kabaddi and football for
the film.    Jhumur says
how a woman should be-
come independent.  What
is his own strength is de-
scribed in the movie "Jhu-
mur". He also says that
the tribal people fight for
life in the villages like
jackals and foxes and in
the cities they fight with
humans.  Gets  Actor Sona
Sil, the producer of the
film, says that this film has
been inspired by the way
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee performs public
services and the way she is
active against corruption,
and some of my character
is similar.  People are re-
quested to go to the cin-
ema once and watch this
movie. I hope you will
learn and understand a
lot.

MI News Service, Falta:
Ensuring that the benefits
of revolutionary health-
care initiative SE-
BAASHRAY reaches all
generations, the children
of Falta's Ghoshpur Pri-
mary School received free
health check-ups in one
SEBAASHRAY camp on
Thursday.The SE-

BAASHRAY camp in Falta,
provided all-round medical
support to the school chil-
dren and conducted a wide
range of tests on them
which helped in ensuring
good health of the kids
who are India's next gen-
eration. The happy stu-
dents expressed their
gratitude with great joy to

their beloved elder
brother, Honourable MP
Shri Abhishek Banerjee by
saying in unison, "Thank
You Abhishek Da."Ex-
pressing gratitude for the
medical assistance, the
principal of the school
said, "I, principal of
Ghoshpur Primary School,
had brought the children

of my school to this SE-
BAASHRAY camp organ-
ised by Honourable MP
Abhishek Banerjee. The
children got their tests
done and were given nec-
essary medicines. We
greatly benefitted from
this. For this, I express my
sincere thanks to Shri Ab-
hishek Banerjee."

AITC KERALA: AITC Kerala coordinators from eight districts and assemblies, spanning from Ernakulam to Kasargod, par-
ticipated in an important discussion at Metro Village, Manjeri, in Malappuram district.The purpose of the meeting was to
reinforce party leadership and strategise for initiatives that will drive Kerala’s progress and development.

Volunteers launch a green campaign on Gangasagar Island's beach in South 24 Parganas, following the holy dip marking
the conclusion of the Gangasagar Mela. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya 

MI news Service, Ausgram:
Caste certificates were dis-
tributed to Scheduled
Castes and Tribes at Sonai
Hattala at Kopta Gram
Panchayat of Ausgram-2
Block on Thursday by
holding a special camp.
According to the block ad-
ministration source, these
certificates was handed
over to 103 beneficiaries
on this day. BDO (Aus-
gram-2) Chinmoy Das,
Savapati of Ausgram-2
Panchayat Samiti, Ma-
mata Barui were present
in the camp. BDO said
that Certificates are is-
sued with in 20 days of

application. It is providing
government services by
reaching people. On this
day, besides lunch, every

consumer is given winter
clothes and clothes ac-
cording to their needs, he
said.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Kolkata
based film director earns accolades, both
at national and international level.
Kaushik Ghosh’s film   "Punyabhumi" has
received the Satyajit Ray Memorial
Award. 

Kaushik Ghosh's recently made docu-
feature "Abinaswar” has already won the
best historical documentary at the Goa In-

ternational Film festival, besides winning
the ‘Best Director award’ at the Mumbai
International Entertainment Competition,
and Best Writer and Best Screenplay
awards at the Divine Film Festival. 

His latest venture based on fact. The
film also features other notable personal-
ities from Tollywood, political and media
fraternity.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
“West Bengal has huge po-
tential in the domain of
semiconductor manufac-
turing”, said Babul Supriyo
(Minister, Information
Technology and Electron-
ics, Government of West
Bengal. He said while at-
tending a programmee at
SNU. Taking a ground-
breaking step toward ad-
vancing India’s role in the
global semiconductor in-
dustry, Sister Nivedita Uni-
versity (SNU) has unveiled
its first-of-its-kind under-
graduate program in VLSI
and Semiconductor Engi-
neering. The announce-
ment was made at the
"Chip to Career" seminar,
a landmark event that
brought together industry
leaders, academic lumi-
naries and aspiring engi-
neers to discuss the
transformative potential of
VLSI and semiconductor
technologies.  The event

was graced by Babul
Supriyo,  Minister, Infor-
mation Technology and
Electronics, Government of
West Bengal; Prof. Kaushik
Roy, Edward G. Tiede-
mann, Jr., distinguished
Professor of Electrical and
Computer Engineering and
Head, Nanoelectronics Re-
search Lab, Purdue Uni-
versity; Prof. Amlan
Chakrabarti, Prof. Amlan
Chakrabarti, Professor &
Director, A K Choudhury
School of Information and
Technology, University of
Calcutta; Dr Rob Roy, EVP
and GM of Innovation hub,
TEOCO; Mr Satyam Roy
Chowdhury, Chancellor,
SNU; Dr. Dhrubajyoti Chat-
topadhyay, Vice-Chancel-
lor, SNU and Dr. Sanku
Bose, Group CEO and Dean
of Engineering, SNU.

Babul Supriyo, Minis-
ter, Information Technol-
ogy and Electronics,
Government of West Ben-

gal, said, “We are at the
cusp of a transformative
era where artificial intelli-
gence is not just a tool but
a collaborator. While sys-
tems like ChatGPT and
quantum computing have
demonstrated unprece-
dented capabilities, it is
human ingenuity that
drives their real-world im-
pact. Kolkata, though often
overshadowed by Ben-
galuru or Gurgaon in tech
narratives, has the unique
advantage of starting
afresh in this rapidly
evolving ecosystem. With
the groundwork laid by in-
stitutions and companies,
Bengal can leapfrog into
industries like AI, quan-
tum computing and semi-
conductor manufacturing.
The government is com-
mitted to supporting such
initiatives through policies,
infrastructure and foster-
ing industry-academic col-
laborations.” 

In a possible
first, Bengal
gets a super

class vet hosp 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The animal rights organi-
zations would be very
happy in the state as in a
possible first; state’s first
multi-specialty veterinary
hospital comes into exis-
tence in Kolkata.  

The Seattle Veterinary
Hospital is spread ac-
crossed 3,000 square feet
at Lake Gardens (south
Kolkata). The facility is de-
signed to provide ad-
vanced care for pets,
including dogs, cats, birds,
rabbits, tortoises, and
other small mammals.

The inauguration cere-
mony was graced by Chief
Guest Prof. Dr. Sougata
Roy, MP, along with Guests
of Honour Debasish
Kumar, MLA, and
Mousumi Das, Councillor. 

According to Tania
Dutta (Seattle Veterinary
Hospital) “ This ground-
breaking hospital features
24x7 emergency care, ICU
facilities, OPD services,
grooming, radiography,
advanced pathology, en-
doscopy, laparoscopic sur-
geries, an in-house
pharmacy, and a pet-
friendly café set to open on
April 1. With the capacity
to admit over 10 patients
simultaneously, it is
equipped to handle a wide
range of conditions, ex-
cluding distemper and ra-
bies. “ 

“The hospital’s team
includes expert veterinari-
ans from Bangalore, Delhi,
and Canada, ensuring
round-the-clock care with
consultation services avail-
able 24/7.  Unique features
include pick-and-drop
emergency services start-
ing from March 1st, spe-
cialized care for exotic
pets, annual wellness pro-
grams, and regular pet
care awareness events for
the community. Addition-
ally, the pharmacy is open
to all, providing essential
medications even for those
not under treatment.” She
added.  

MI News Service, Gangasagar: The
Administration of South 24 Par-
ganas, in collaboration with Rakshak
Foundation (RF), successfully
launched the Green Ganga Sagar ini-
tiative during the Ganga Sagar Mela.
Volunteers from RF actively partici-

pated in promoting environmental
awareness, distributing eco-friendly
bags, collecting plastic waste, and
marching with placards to raise con-
sciousness about the importance of
sustainable practices.

The  Ganga Sagar Mela which

draws colossal numbers of visitors,
the volunteers & students from RF
and state government officials are in-
strumental in educating visitors on
the importance of reducing plastic
waste and encouraging eco-friendly
alternatives during the event.

Disparity in prices in online & retail irks AIMRA 

Kolkata to host International Congress on Glass 

Workshop on “Financing India’s Green Transi-
tion Plan & Adaptation Needs” in Kolkata 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The immense disparity in
prices of mobiles at online
and retail has irked the All
India Mobile Retailers As-
sociation (AIMRA). Accord-
ing to Mridul Biswas, State

General Secretary, AIMRA,
West Bengal, “On one
hand, where Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi talks
about "Vocal for Local,"
the mobile company Sam-
sung is undermining this

call. Although mobile deal-
ers have tried to adjust
from all sides, it has
crossed all limits. As a re-
sult, all mobile retailers
have now decided to re-
turn all company stock to

the distributors' offices.”
The President of

AIMRA's West Bengal divi-
sion, Mohan Bajoria, “it
has teamed up with for-
eign companies to harm
the local traders.”

MI News Service, Kolkata: The City
of Joy, Kolkata, will host the XXVII
International Congress on Glass (ICG
2025) from January 20th to 24th,
2025. Organized by CSIR-Central
Glass and Ceramic Research Insti-
tute (CGCRI), this prestigious event
will be held at the Biswa Bangla
Convention Centre. This marks a
significant milestone for CGCRI, as
they previously hosted the ICG in
1986.

The inaugural ceremony, sched-
uled for January 20th, will be
graced by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union
Minister of State for Science & Tech-
nology and Earth Sciences. Eminent

scientists, industry leaders, and del-
egates from the International Com-
mission on Glass will also attend.

Prof. Bikramjit Basu, Director of
CSIR-CGCRI, emphasized at the ICG
2025 curtain raiser press confer-
ence that the Congress aims to:

-Facilitate a dynamic exchange
of ideas and knowledge among par-
ticipants.

-Address critical challenges and
explore promising opportunities
within the field of glass technology.

-Significantly benefit the Indian
glass community, encompassing fac-
ulty, researchers, students, and in-
dustry professionals.

-Cultivate fruitful collaborations
with institutions and universities
globally, focusing on cutting-edge
research, development, and futuris-
tic applications.

In conjunction with the main
Congress, the 3rd ICG-CGCRI Tuto-
rial on Glass will be conducted from
January 17th to 19th, 2025, facilitat-
ing knowledge exchange and skill
enhancement.

The Congress will host over 550
delegates, including 150 interna-
tional participants from 20 countries.
The event will feature 11 Plenary
Speakers, 22 Keynote Speakers, and
94 Invited Speakers.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The
countdown has already begun for the
48th International Kolkata Book Fair
2025—the largest attended book fair
in the world, recognised by IPA
Geneva. The fair is scheduled from
28 January to 9 February 2025 at
the Boimela Prangan, Salt Lake
City, Kolkata. 

Last year, 2.7 million people vis-
ited the book fair and books worth
23 crores INR were sold.

This year, the International
Kolkata Book Fair is becoming an
open air book fair in its true sense.
There will be no halls where earlier

the English language publishers
used to be present. Instead, there
will be a designated ‘Premier Area’
for all English language partici-
pants.

Germany (Deutschland) is the
Focal Theme Country of the Inter-
national Kolkata Book Fair 2025. 

In the Book Fair, 29 January
2025 will be celebrated as 'Theme
Country Germany Day' and 2 Feb-
ruary 2025 as 'Children’s Day'. On
4 February 2025, Guild will com-
memorate 'Senior Citizen’s Day' in
honour of the aged. 

For the first time, there will be

a special exhibition in this Book
Fair titled ‘Engraved Illustrations:
Journey of Book Illustrations during
the 19th Century in Bengal, curated
by  Jyotirmoy Bhattacharya. The
exhibition will highlight the chrono-
logical journey of engraved illustra-
tions in Bengali books from the
1800s to the 1900s. It will also fea-
ture original books from the 19th
century, woodblocks, and other
printmaking exhibits. There will be
seminars also featuring renowned
printmakers from India and work-
shops featuring scholars and intel-
lectuals.

MI News Service, Kolkata: West Bengal chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is going to confer a special Sahitya
Samman award to senior litterateur of Bengal Abul
Bashar. 

According to sources, at the upcoming International
Kolkata Book Fair (IKBF), a worth Rs 2 lakh will be
handed over to senior litterateur of Bengal Abul Bashar
by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

MI News Service, Kolkata: A stakeholder consultation
workshop on “Financing India’s Green Transition Plan and
Adaptation Needs” was organized by Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India
under the ongoing Green Climate Fund Readiness Program

on 16th January 2025 in Kolkata, West Bengal. This work-
shop is part of an ongoing effort to understand India’s cli-
mate financing needs and create awareness across
stakeholders on the scale of mobilisation needed to accel-
erate investment in climate resilient development in India.  

MI News Service, Gangasagar: A record 1.1 crore pil-
grims across the state took holy dip at Gangasagar this
year, matching the footfall of pilgrims during the previous
edition of the Gangasagar Mela. The huge flow of pil-
grims this year at Sagar deserves special mention as the
Maha Kumbh at Prayagraj is being hosted this year. State

Power minister Aroop Biswas said that pilgrims started
coming to Sagar Island from January 1 and devotees are
still coming. However, the flow has picked up since Sun-
day. The district administration of South 24-Parganas
will be taking up a large-scale clean up drive on Thurs-
day morning in the beach area. 



Printed and Published by Prem Shankar on behalf of Prem Shankar and Printed at Saraswati Print Factory Private Limited, 789, Chowbhaga West, Near Chaina Mandir, Kolkata-700105 and Published at 30, Chittaranjan Avenue, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700012,

Editor: Prem Shankar*, *(Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act) RNI No.WBENG/2014/56803 Email: morningindiaranchi@gmail.com

For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

03 Kolkata, Friday

17 January 2025 C I T Y

Firhad blames promoter's and engineers’
negligence for Baghajatin flat disaster

State removes spcl secy of Health dept
amid Medinipur med college controversy

Cal HC orders marks for out-of-syllabus questions in Madrasa recruitment exam

Bengal police empowered to act 
firmly against criminals, says DG

Mamata suspends 12 doctors... US President Biden warns...

ED raids three locations 
over Rs 6k-crore bank fraud

"Accused handed over weapon in court 
lockup": IG Yadav after firing incident in Bengal

PM Modi congratulates...

Startup India propelled...

From PG 1
responsibility of the MSVP
(Medical Superintendent
and Vice Principal) and the
head of the department,
asking, “Where were they?
As administrative heads,
wasn’t it their responsibil-
ity to know?”

In an effort to prevent
similar incidents, Banerjee
has directed that CCTV
cameras be installed out-
side all operation theatres
in state-run hospitals. She
added, “Had there been
cameras, the guilty could
have been caught red-
handed.” She instructed
Health Secretary Narayan
Swarup Nigam to ensure
compliance with this direc-
tive, emphasizing that ob-
jections to this initiative
will not be entertained.

The incident occurred
on January 8, when five
women underwent C-sec-
tions at Medinipur Medical
College. Toxic saline al-
legedly led to severe com-
plications, resulting in
Ruidas’s death. Her new-
born, initially discharged,
was readmitted with jaun-
dice and later passed
away. Three critically ill
mothers were transferred
to Kolkata for treatment.

While announcing the
compensation, Banerjee
expressed her condolences
to the family and pledged
justice. “No amount of crit-
icism will deter us from
holding the guilty account-
able,” she said.

The government’s swift
action, including suspen-
sions and investigations,
reflects its intent to ensure
higher standards of care in
state hospitals. However,
the tragedy has brought to
light the urgent need for
systemic reforms to pre-
vent such incidents in the
future. The Chief minister
who also holds the portfo-
lio of Health, highlighted
the progress made in

health services of West
Bengal during her govern-
ment's tenure. She said
that since independence,
the number of medical col-
leges in the state was only
11. But  during her tenure,
that number has increased
to 37. Of them, the number
of government colleges is
24. The number of MBBS
seats in the state has in-
creased from 1,350 to
5,650. The number of MD
seats has  gone up to
1,848. The number of beds
in government hospitals
has also increased to as
many as. 97,000. In addi-
tion several blood banks
and trauma care facilities
have been set up during
the past one decade, Ma-
mata Banerjee said adding
14,000 doctors have been
appointed in the state.
More doctors will be ap-
pointed after the OBC case
is settled. The number of
nursing training centers in
the state has increased
from 57 to 451. Earlier,
there were 2,545 seats in
the centers, now the num-
ber  has gone up to as high
as  28,467. The number of
approved nursing staff and
paramedical staff in gov-
ernment hospitals has also
increased manifold. The
number of ASHA workers
has increased by 11,000 in
2 years. Now there are
64,000  ASHA workers in
the state, she said..

iShe said “the issue of
treatment of patients de-
pends on the doctor, which
neither I  myself  nor the
Chief Secretary, nor the
Health Secretary could do”
adding “the  government
policy is that government
doctors have to  remain
present in the hospital for
at least 8 hours. Providing
proper service is their
prime responsibility. In the
case of some patients, they
cannot wait even for a sec-
ond." 

From PG 1
the way for smooth con-
duct of ambitious future
missions including the
Bharatiya Antriksha Sta-
tion and Chandrayaan 4.

"Congrats #ISRO. Fi-
nally made it. SPADEX has
accomplished the unbe-
lievable... docking com-
plete... and it is all
indigenous 'Bharatiya
Docking System'. This
paves the way for smooth
conduct of ambitious fu-
ture missions including the
Bharatiya Antriksha Sta-
tion and Chandrayaan 4

and Gaganyaan. PM
Sh@narendramodi's con-
tinuous patronage keeps
the spirits soaring... here
at Bengaluru," the Union
Minister of State (MoS) for
Earth Sciences posted on
X.

Earlier, SpaDeX project
director N Surendran said
that this experiment would
prove fruitful for future as-
signments like the
Bharatiya Antariksha Sta-
tion and the Chandrayaan-
4 mission since the
docking mechanism was
becoming necessary. 

From PG 1
empowerment. He said on
X on Thursday that "Over
the past nine years, this
transformative program
has empowered countless
youngsters, turning their in-
novative ideas into success-
ful Startups." People would
doubt India's ability to
thrive in this system just a
decade ago, he added.
The prime minister said this
"transformative" pro-
gramme has empowered
countless youngsters, turn-
ing their innovative ideas
into successful startups.
From tech-driven solutions
to rural innovations, health-
care advancements to
biotech breakthroughs, Fin-
tech to EdTech, clean energy
to sustainable technology, In-
dian startups are solving
global challenges while at
the same time creating em-
ployment opportunities and
boosting the country's quest
towards self-reliance, he
added.
Underlining his govern-
ment's commitment to fos-
tering an entrepreneurial
ecosystem that uplifts every
dream and contributes to
'Aatmanirbhar Bharat', he
said his dispensation has left
no stone unturned to encour-
age a culture of startups. He
said his government's poli-
cies have focused on "Ease of
Doing Business", greater ac-
cess to resources and, most
importantly, supporting
them at every juncture. He
said, "We are actively pro-
moting innovation and incu-
bation centres so that our
youngsters become risk-tak-
ers. I have personally been
regularly interacting with
upcoming startups."
This success of startup India

reflects that today’s India is
dynamic, confident and fu-
ture-ready, he asserted.
Modi said, "I compliment
every youngster in the
startup world and urge more
youngsters to pursue this. It’s
my assurance you won’t be
disappointed."
Meanwhile, the   National
Startup Day celebrates the
transformative role of start-
ups and entrepreneurs in
shaping economies and soci-
eties. It honours innovation,
resilience, and creativity,
highlighting the impact of
startups in driving techno-
logical advancements and
sustainable solutions. The
day also emphasizes the im-
portance of fostering an
ecosystem that nurtures bold
ideas and empowers entre-
preneurs to challenge the
status quo and build the fu-
ture. Amey Kanekar: Co-
Founder of FinRight
Launched in 2023, FinRight
Technologies, a Mumbai-
based fintech founded by
professionals from CRED
and Amazon, is addressing
niche personal finance chal-
lenges. Its first focus is Em-
ployee Provident Fund (EPF),
as this space has become in-
creasingly difficult due to in-
tricate rules, lengthy
procedures, and a high re-
jection rate. FinRight has as-
sisted 5000+ customers on
their PF issues, offering a
personalised tech-driven and
human assistance. FinRight
also plans to introduce digital
automation to tackle EPF is-
sues by integrating EPFO
APIs and AI and launch
"Get Your EPF Reviewed"
digital service, empowering
users to identify EPF dis-
crepancies with just a few
clicks.

From PG 1
climate change has never
been clearer. Just look
across the country, from
California to North Car-
olina. That's why I signed
the most significant cli-
mate and clean energy law
ever, ever in the history of
the world. And the rest of
the world is trying to
model it now. It's working,
creating jobs and indus-
tries of the future. Now we
have proven we don't have
to choose between protect-
ing the environment and
growing the economy.
We're doing both," he said.

He added that the
'powerful forces' are using
their influence to eliminate
the steps taken to tackle
the climate crisis.

"But powerful forces
want to wield their
unchecked influence to
eliminate the steps we've
taken to tackle the climate
crisis, to serve their own
interests for power and
profit. We must not be bul-
lied into sacrificing the fu-
ture, the future of our
children and our grand-
children. We must keep
pushing forward, and push
faster. There is no time to
waste. It is also clear that
American leadership in
technology is unparalleled,
an unparalleled source of
innovation that can trans-
form lives. We see the
same dangers in the con-
centration of technology,
power and wealth," he
said. Biden quoted Former
US President Dwight D
Eisenhower, who warned
of 'misplaced power' and
spoke of military-industrial
complex.

"You know, in his
farewell address, Presi-
dent Eisenhower spoke of
the dangers of the mili-
tary-industrial complex.
He warned us about, and I
quote, "The potential for
the disastrous rise of mis-
placed power." Six decades
later, I'm equally con-
cerned about the potential
rise of a tech-industrial
complex that could pose
real dangers for our coun-
try as well," he said.

Biden warned of the
perils of misinformation
and lack of free press.

"Americans are being
buried under an avalanche
of misinformation and dis-
information enabling the
abuse of power. The free
press is crumbling. Editors
are disappearing. Social
media is giving up on fact-
checking. The truth is
smothered by lies told for
power and for profit. We
must hold the social plat-
forms accountable to pro-
tect our children, our
families and our very
democracy from the abuse
of power. Meanwhile, arti-
ficial intelligence is the
most consequential tech-
nology of our time, per-
haps of all time," he said.  

State Minister cleaning the beach following a holy dip, marking the end of the Gangasagar
Mela on Gangasagar Island, South 24 Parganas. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata Mayor Firhad
Hakim has expressed
strong support for the res-
idents of the Baghajatin
area after the flat complex,
which collapsed recently,
leading to severe damage.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Thursday, Hakim
blamed the promoter for
the incident in Vidyasagar
Colony, Baghajatin. The
mayor claimed that the
Haryana engineering com-
pany was lifting the flat
using the wrong method.

Mayor Firhad Hakim
inspected the damaged flat
on Thursday, accompanied
by local councilors De-
babrata Majumdar and
Mitali Banerjee, as well as
engineers from the munic-
ipality. The mayor, ad-
dressing reporters, said, "I
was in Gangasagar and I
spoke to Debabrata and
Mitali. I came here after
informing them. This is an
engineering fault. Without
informing the municipal-
ity, the promoter made a
fool of him and did this
with the advice of the
structural engineer, with-
out taking the permission
of the municipality. They
joined hands with a
Haryana Company and
used a car-lifting machine,
without municipality’s ap-
proval." Firhad claimed
that the Haryana Com-

pany did not understand
the nature of the soil and
started the lifting work
thinking it was rocky
ground, which caused a
setback.

Hakim further reiter-
ated his accusations
against the Left Front. He
claimed that during their
rule, the practice of man-
ual building plans was
common, which led to the
lack of online records and
difficulty in tracking con-
struction permits. He ar-
gued that this practice
allowed promoters to
carry out illegal construc-
tions. Hakim also men-
tioned that the current
administration has
worked to ease the
process of obtaining build-
ing permits and reduce
harassment for residents.

Hakim informed that
the complex was built in
2009, during the Left
Front government's
tenure. The flats were al-
legedly constructed by fill-
ing up a waterbody, an act
that Hakim holds the Left
responsible for.

While Hakim's com-
ments continue to focus on
the Left's role, residents
argue that they moved into
the flats in 2014, two
years after the building
was completed. They also
claimed that the building
began tilting and showed

signs of structural issues
soon after they moved in.
When they contacted the
promoter, they were ini-
tially asked to pay 1 lakh
for repairs, but later the
promoter assured them
that no additional money
would be required, though
the responsibility for re-
pairs would rest with the
owners.

Amid these complica-
tions, Hakim promised
that the flats would be de-
molished and rebuilt to
ensure safety. He acknowl-
edged the distress caused
to homeowners, many of
whom had purchased
their flats with home
loans. Due to the illegal
construction, residents are
unable to claim insurance,
which has further com-
pounded their financial is-
sues. Hakim has also
ordered an internal inves-
tigation into the incident
and assured residents that
the government would
stand by them during this
difficult time. In a signifi-
cant development, the pro-
moter, Subhash Roy, who
had gone into hiding after
the collapse, was arrested
by the police after a two-
day search. He was appre-
hended with the help of
Sundarbans district police
and is now being brought
to Kolkata for further
questioning.

Saratshashi's
Book Fair 
collection 
published in
memory of
mother

Cousin 
arrested for
murder in 
Golf Green
after financial
dispute

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The invaluable role of
mothers in our lives is cel-
ebrated through the efforts
of Arup Das, a prominent
teacher from Shivpur,
Howrah, who started the
magazine Sharatshashi in
1984 in memory of his
mother, Saratshashi Das.
For 42 years, Das has con-
tinued the magazine’s
legacy. In 1997, with the
initiative of Arup and his
wife Manju Devi, a special
magazine collection was
created. On Saratshashi
Devi’s birth centenary, the
book fair collection titled
Ma was officially pub-
lished, featuring memories
from renowned individuals
honoring their mothers.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment has transferred
Chaitali Chakraborty, the
Special Secretary of the
Health Department in
charge of the pharmaceu-
tical division, amid grow-
ing controversy over the
Medinipur Medical College
saline incident. The trans-
fer order was issued late
Wednesday, with Subhan-
jan Das appointed as her
replacement.

The state government
stated that the transfer is a
routine administrative
reshuffle. According to
government sources, the

decision to replace Chaitali
Chakraborty was made
prior to the BJP’s visit to
the Health Department.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee reportedly or-
dered the change during a
high-level meeting on
Tuesday.

The Medinipur Medical
College incident sparked
widespread outrage after
five women fell critically ill
following childbirth, re-
portedly due to contami-
nated saline. One of the
patients, Mamani Ruidas,
succumbed, while the oth-
ers are undergoing treat-
ment. Their newborns

remain stable.
Subhanjan Das as-

sumed office as the new
Special Secretary on Tues-
day night, and the govern-
ment maintains that the
reshuffle is unrelated to
the political developments
surrounding the incident.
However, the opposition
continues to criticize the
administration’s handling
of the tragedy and its af-
termath.

The Medinipur incident
has triggered intense
scrutiny of the state’s
healthcare system, with
calls for greater accounta-
bility and reforms.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Police forces
across West Bengal are increasingly com-
ing under attack, with incidents ranging
from harassment to physical assault being
reported from various districts. The most
recent shocker comes from Panjipara in
Uttar Dinajpur, where two policemen
were shot by a criminal who managed to
escape custody. While the injured officers
survived, the incident has sparked con-
cerns over the police force's ability to pro-
tect them.

In response, West Bengal Director
General of Police (DGP) Rajeev Kumar is-
sued a strong message to boost morale
among police personnel. During a visit to
Siliguri on Thursday, he stated unequivo-
cally that if criminals open fire on the po-
lice, officers should retaliate with four
bullets. The incident unfolded on Wednes-
day evening when Sajjak, a murder con-
vict, was being transported back to
Raiganj Jail after a court appearance in
Islampur. Near Panjipara on National
Highway 34, Sajjak allegedly retrieved a

hidden firearm, shot two police officers,
Nishikanta Sarkar and Deben Baishya,
and escaped from the prison van.

It was later discovered that the
firearm was smuggled to Sajjak while he
was in jail, concealed under a blanket.
The escape has triggered a massive man-
hunt across the state as police scramble
to recapture the fugitive.

Visiting the injured officers at a Silig-
uri hospital, DGP Rajeev Kumar ex-
pressed solidarity with his team. Speaking
to the media, he said, "Let me make this
clear: if criminals fire one bullet at the po-
lice, the police will fire four in return. Our
officers are trained to handle such situa-
tions and will act firmly to deal with these
criminals."

The DGP's statements aim to restore
confidence within the police force, which
has been facing rising violence. His visit
and stern message are part of an effort to
strengthen the resolve of officers and en-
sure that such incidents do not undermine
their morale.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
South Kolkata’s Golf Green
area was shaken by a grue-
some murder this week,
raising concerns about
safety and security in the
city. A month after the initial
discovery of a severed head,
the remaining body parts of
a woman were recovered
from a flat in the locality on
Wednesday.

The deceased, identified
as 40-year-old Nafisa
Khatun, lived with her
mother in a flat at Rajendra
Prasad Colony, Lake Gar-
dens. The case was solved
within a day by the police,
who revealed that the
woman’s cousin, Sabir Ali,
had killed her over a finan-
cial dispute. Sabir, who was
arrested shortly after the in-
cident, reportedly confessed
to the crime during interro-
gation.

On December 13, a sev-
ered head was found in a
vat in the Golf Green area,
sparking panic among resi-
dents. This discovery led to
an intense investigation by
the Golf Green Police Sta-
tion and the Lalbazar De-
tective Branch. However, it
wasn’t until Wednesday that
the body was found hidden
under the bed in Nafisa’s
flat.

According to police
sources, Sabir had visited
Nafisa on Wednesday to ask
for 10,000. When Nafisa
refused to lend him the
money, an argument en-
sued. During the alterca-
tion, Nafisa attempted to
defend herself with a
kitchen knife, but Sabir
overpowered her, seized the
knife, and fatally slit her
throat. He then hid her body
under the bed before fleeing
the scene.

The investigation began
immediately after the dis-
covery of Nafisa’s body. Snif-
fer dogs and fingerprint
experts were deployed to
gather evidence from the
crime scene. Police also re-
viewed CCTV footage from
the area, which provided
crucial leads in identifying
the suspect. By analyzing
the footage from two nearby
cameras, the police were
able to establish Sabir’s in-
volvement. His movements
were tracked, and he was
apprehended within hours.
During interrogation, Sabir
reportedly admitted to com-
mitting the crime.

The brutal nature of the
murder has left the local
community in shock. Resi-
dents of the densely popu-
lated South Kolkata
neighborhood are grappling
with the horror of such a
heinous act occurring in
their midst. The incident
has also reignited concerns
about public safety in
Kolkata.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Calcutta High Court has di-
rected the Madrasa Service Commission to award marks
for out-of-syllabus questions in the 2024 Assistant Teacher
Recruitment Exam. Justice Saugata Bhattacharya ruled
that all candidates must receive marks for the questions

that were outside the prescribed syllabus. Those who qual-
ify as a result must be allowed to proceed to the next stage
of the recruitment process. The commission’s lawyer, Pra-
teek Dhar, informed the court that eight of the 27 out-of-
syllabus questions had already been awarded marks.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Thursday
conducted simultaneous
raids at three different lo-
cations in Kolkata and
Howrah in connection with
a Rs 6,000-crore bank
fraud case, an ED officer
confirmed. The raids were
carried out at the resi-
dence and offices of a busi-
nessman who is allegedly
linked to the fraud.

The officer explained
that the investigation re-
vealed several shell com-
panies and agencies that
were involved in the fraud-
ulent activity. "This person
is the director of one such

agency, and we are con-
ducting searches to un-
cover the links to the fraud
and how the money was si-
phoned off," the officer
said. In December, the ED
arrested Sanjay Sureka,
the promoter of Concast
Steel and Power, in con-
nection with the case. The
agency had previously
seized jewelry worth Rs
4.5 crore and several for-
eign luxury cars from
Sureka’s possession.

The case, which was
registered in 2022, stems
from allegations that
Sureka and his associates
duped a nationalized bank
in Jharkhand.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: As two police-
men sustained injuries
after getting shot in West
Bengal's North Dinajpur
district, Rajesh Kumar
Yadav, Inspector General
of Police (IG) North Ben-
gal on Thursday said
that the weapon was
handed over to the ac-
cused in the court
lockup.

The official said that
one of the constables had
undergone laparoscopic
procedures so that minor
injuries inside the body
could be repaired. Ac-
cording to the IG, the
preliminary inquiry re-
veals that the accused
was provided with a
firearm when he was
lodged in the court
lockup.

"Investigation is un-
derway and we will soon
be able to nab the ac-
cused. We have received
good leads into the in-
vestigation. One of the
constables (Deven
Baishya) has undergone
laparoscopic proce-
dures. The minor in-
juries inside the body
have been repaired. The
weapon was handed
over to the accused in
the court lockup," IG
Yadav told reporters.

Two police person-
nel were injured in the
firing by miscreants
while taking the ac-
cused to the prison van
in West Bengal's Uttar
Dinajpur district. The
injured policemen sus-
tained bullet injuries.
They have been identi-
fied as Nilkanta Sarkar,
who sustained injuries
after taking a hit in the
chest, and Deven

Baishya, who sustained
two bullet injuries.

The incident took
place at Panjipara
Kalibari area under
Goalpokhar police sta-
tion in North Dinajpur
on Wednesday evening.

According to the
police, the incident took
place while the accused
was being taken back
from the Islampur sub-
divisional court to
Raiganj correctional
home. The accused re-
quested the policemen
to stop the van for na-
ture's call. The accused
opened fire while going
out to the bathroom.
After the incident, the
accused fled away.

The two injured
two policemen sus-
tained a total of three
bullets in their chests
and were rushed to Is-
lampur sub-district hos-
pital. After this, they
were referred to a pri-
vate hospital in Siliguri
as their condition dete-
riorated.

BJP West Bengal
Chief Sukanta Majum-
dar questioned the state
government alleging
failure of law and order
in the state.

"Shocking break-
down of law and order
in Islampur: miscreants
opened fire on a police
vehicle to free their ac-
complices, critically in-
juring several officers.
Under the state Home
Minister's watch, crimi-
nals have grown so em-
boldened that even the
police aren't safe. This is
not governance; it's
chaos. West Bengal de-
serves better," he posted
on X.
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Name Change
I, Bapi Ghosh, Army no. 15154515P, 
Rank-Hav, Unit-22 med Regt. S/O  
Sushil Ghosh Residing at Vill & P.O- 
Bahadurpur, P.S-Dhubulia, Dist- 
Nadia, Pin-741125, West Bengal.  My 
Mother actual name & Date of birth is  
Minati ghosh & Dob 30/08/1954 instead of  
Minoti Ghosh & Dob 01/07/1958 
sworn before the Ld. Executive  
Magistrate, Krishnagar, Nadia, W.B. 
On 14.01.2025. That Minati Ghosh and  
Minoti Ghosh both are the same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, SK Jaled Rahaman S/O Sk Asiya 
Tulla H/O SK Ajmira Residing at Vill- 
Atpara, P.O-Ramgopalpur, P.S-Galsi,  Dist- 
Purba Bardhaman, Pin-713403, West 
Bengal.Shall Hanceforth be known as SK 
Jeled Rahaman as Declared before the 
Notary Public at Puba Bardhaman vide   
affidavit no 1331 Dated 13.01.2025. SK 
Jeled Rahaman  and Sk Jaled Rahaman 
both are the same and one identical  
person.

Name Change
I am Amita Kar, husband Dulal Kar,  
address Ghasiara, Madhyapara, post  
office +, police station, Sonarpur,  
Kolkata, 700150. I have two daughters, 
1) Nandita Kar, 2) Sangeetha Kar. Their 
birth certificates mistakenly show my 
name as Babli Kar. On 06/01/2025, by 
order of the Alipore First Class Judicial 
Magistrate Court, I changed from Babli 
Kar to Amita Kar. Babli Kar and Amita 
Kar are one and the same person.

Name Change
I, Mridula Banerjee W/o Chanchal  
Bandyopadhyay R/A - 1/37/20 Bijoygarh 
P.O. Jadavpur University, P.S. Jadavpur 
Kolkata - 700032 (W.B) have declared 
before the Notary Public, Alipore  
Judges Court, (W.B) vide an  
Affidavit (No 37/15/1/25)  
dated 15.01.2025 that Mridula Banerjee 
and Mridula Bandyopadhyay both are the 
same and identical person

Name Change
I,Sri Badal Ghosh, S/O Sri Manaranjan 
Ghosh alias Manoranjan Ghosh, 
residing at 1/B, Indraloke, P.O-
Sodepur, P.S- Ghola, District-North 
24 Parganas, do hereby solemnly  
affirm and declare that my mother Name  
wrongly recorded as Kanan Bala Ghosh 
in place of original Name Kanan Ghosh 
in my passport being No 5916489, issued 
by Regional Passport Office, Calcutta. 
That my mother's Kanan Ghosh w/o  
Manaranjan Ghosh and Kanan Bala 
Ghosh w/o Manaranjan Ghosh is the 
same and one identical person, Vide 
an affidavit (No 36AA 285393 ) sworn  
before in the court of Ld Judicial  
Magistrate 1st class at Barrackpore date 
09/01/2025

Name Change
I, Beauty Ray Biswas, w/o Sujit Ray, 
aged 38 years, Hindu, Housewife,  
Nationality -Indian, R/a-Vill& P/O- 
Hingnara, PS-Chakdaha, Dist-Nadia, 
Pin-741223 (WB) have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Beauty Ray as declared before the  
Notary Public at Kalyani Court,  
Nadia (WB) vide affidavit (no. 76)  
dated 15/01/2025. Beauty Ray Biswas 
and Beauty Ray both are same and  
identical person.

Name Change
I Sanjoy Kumar Jaiswal @ Sanjay Jaiswal 
(Old Name),S/O C.k.jaiswal,Aged About  
58 Yeras Old Religion Hindu, Resident 
Of 260/1B,A.P.C.Road,Beadon Street, 
Kolkata-700006. My Name Has Been 
Wrongly  Recorded In My Adhar Card 
Being No.3927 9043 8115 And Also 
In Pan Card Being No.agppj0250j. 
Have Changed My Name And Shall  
Henceforth Be Known As  Sanjay Kumar 
Jaiswal (New Name) Vide An Affidavit  
Sworn Before  The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 13/01/2025. Sanjoy Kumar 
Jaiswal (Old Name) And Sanjay Kumar  
Jaiswal (New Name) Both Are The Same 
And One Identical  Person

Name Change
I,Mayan Guha Roy(Old Name),W/O 
Dilip Guha Roy, Resident Of  38,  
Gopal Bag, Po & Ps - Chandannagar, 
Dist -Hooghly, Pin-712136, West  
Bengal Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As  Maya 
Guha Roy(New Name) As Declared   
Before  The Notary Public At  
Chandernagore Vide Affidavit  No.43 
On 30/12/24 . Mayan Guha Roy(Old 
Name) And Maya Guha Roy(New Name) 
Both Are The Same And One Identical   
Person

Name Change
I, Sanjib Guha S/O Late Motilal Guha 
Declare That My Father Said Name  
Mohit Lal Guha, Mohit Guha (Old 
Name), Residing At 4Th Street,37,Sen 
Bagan, Agarpara, Panihati, P.s.- Khardah, 
Dist -24 Parganas (North),Pin- 700109, 
West Bengal, India, Have Changed My 
Father Name And He Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As As Motilal Guha (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 15/01/2025. 
Motilal Guha (New Name) And  
Mohit Lal Guha,Mohit Guha (Old Name) 
Both Are The Same And One Identical  
Person.

Name Change
I, Nasim Akhtar (Old Name) Son Of Md 
Mustaque Ahmed, Residing At 16A/1, 
Linton Street, Entally, Kolkata- 700014, 
West Bengal, India, Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Md Nasim Akhter (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 15/01/2025. 
Md Nasim Akhter (New Name) And  
Nasim Akhtar (Old Name) Both Are The 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Faruqul Hassan (Old Name) Son Of 
Late Mohammed Khalilur Rahman, 
Residing At 35/H/1, Gora Chand Road, 
Kolkata-700014, P.o.- Entally, West  
Bengal, India, Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Faruqul Hossain (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 15/01/2025. 
Faruqul Hossain (New Name) And 
Faruqul Hassan (Old Name) Both Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Yasmin Tarafdar (Old Name) 
Wife Of Syed Mahadi Hassan,  
Residing At 46, Dilkhusa Street, Karaya,  
Kolkata- 700017, West Bengal,  
India, Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Yasmin Hassan (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 15/01/2025. 
Yasmin Hassan (New Name) And  
Yasmin Tarafdar (Old Name) Both Are 
The Same And One Identical Person.

Change of Name
I, Nazir Hussain (Old Name) 
S/O Akbar Residing at Line no  75/c,VTC 
Chanpdani, P.O-Angus P.S-Bhadreswar, 
Dist-Hooghly, Pin-712221. West 
Bengal India shall henceforth be known 
as Md Nazir Husen (New Name) as  
declared before the Ld. Judicial  
Magistrate (First Class) at Chinsurah 
Hooghly.on 14.01.2025.Nazir Hussain 
and Md Nazir Husen both as same and 
one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Shafquat Naz S/o Late  
Mohammed Dawood Nadeem Residing  
at 14/1C/H/2, Kabitirtha Sarani, P.o-  
Khidderpore, P.s-Watgunge, District -  
Kolkata, Pin- 700023 West Bengal India 
shall henceforth be known as Shafquat 
Naaz. I declare that Shafquat Naz and 
Shafquat Naaz is same and one identical 
person by virtue of an affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on  
16-01-2025.

Change of Name
I, Laxmi Das S/o Late Kartick Biswas 
Residing at 187, Satin Sen Nagar, P.o - 
I.S.I, P.s - Barnagar, District - 24 Pgs(N), 
Pin- 700108 West Bengal India shall 
henceforth be known as Lakshmi Das. I 
declare that Laxmi Das and Lakshmi Das 
is same and one identical person by virtue 
of an affidavit sworn before the Notary 
Public, Kolkata on 16-01-2025.

Change of Name
I, Mohammed Mohidul Islam S/o  
Mohamad Moazzem Hossain Residing at 
Vill+P.o - Nehalpur, P.s - Matia, District 
- 24 Pgs(N), Pin- 743437 West Bengal 
India shall henceforth be known as Md 
Mohidul Islam. I declare that Mohammed 
Mohidul Islam and Md Mohidul Islam is 
same and one identical person by virtue 
of an affidavit sworn before the Notary 
Public, Kolkata on 16-01-2025.

Change of Name
I, Basudeb Chatterjee (old name) son 
of Late Bijay Chatterjee, residing at 25, 
Mallroad, P.O & P.S – Dum Dum, Dist: 
North 24 Parganas, Kolkata – 700080, 
West Bengal, have changed my name 
and shall henceforth be known as Basu 
Chatterjee (new name) as declared  
before the Ld. 1st Class Judicial  
Magistrate at Barasat vide affidavit 
no. 257 dated 15/01/2025. Basudeb  
Chatterjee (old name) and Basu  
Chatterjee (new name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Nikshay shivir successfully conducted 
at Rampurhat Railway Health Unit

General Manager handed over Vishisht Rail 
Seva Puraskar to Metro Railway employees

Howrah division organizes full-day sensitizing 
training programme on disability matters

PM Modi approved the 8th central pay 
commission for central government employees

Multi-Disciplinary Safety Seminar in SDAH division

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
In a remarkable step to-
wards eliminating tubercu-
losis (TB), the Rampurhat 
Railway Health Unit, under 
the aegis of the Divisional 
Railway Hospital, Howrah, 
in collaboration with the 
West Bengal Health and 
Family Welfare Department 
(WBHF&W), successfully 
organized a two-day NIK-
SHAY SHIVIR on January 
14 and 15, 2025. This ini-
tiative was part of the 100-
day TB Screening Program 
under the National Tuber-
culosis Elimination Pro-
gram (NTEP).

The camp saw enthu-
siastic participation from 
132 individuals, underscor-
ing the increasing public 
awareness of health and 
wellness. Attendees bene-
fited from a wide range of 
diagnostic and preventive 
health services, which in-
cluded:

Height (Ht), Blood Pres-
sure (BP), Pulse, and Body 
Mass Index (BMI) assess-

ments, Random Blood Sug-
ar (RBS) testing, HIV and 
Syphilis co-testing, Sputum 
collection for TB diagnosis, 
and General and systemic 
physical examinations.

The program's primary 
focus was to identify and 
screen high-risk individ-
uals for TB and related 
health conditions, ensuring 
early detection and prompt 

treatment. Additionally, it 
aimed to enhance aware-
ness about TB prevention 
and the critical importance 
of timely intervention.

The event was supervised 
by a team of distinguished 
healthcare professionals, 
including Dr. M.K. Mandal 
(ADMO/RPH), Dr. A. Saha 
(DyCMOH-1 cum DTO), Dr. 
D. Dafadar (MO/UPHC), Dr. 

R. Bhagat (GDMO/RPH), Dr. 
A. Shamim (GDMO), Dr. S. 
Bhattacharya (MO-DTC).

They were ably support-
ed by a dedicated group of 
paramedical staff, whose 
efficiency and profession-
alism earned widespread 
appreciation from the par-
ticipants.

The initiative is a testa-
ment to the Divisional Rail-
way Hospital, Howrah's 
commitment to contrib-
uting to the government’s 
mission of a TB-free India. 
Participants lauded the 
health unit for its proac-
tive approach, meticulous 
execution, and dedication 
to fostering a healthier so-
ciety.

As the campaign con-
cluded, the Divisional Rail-
way Hospital, Howrah, re-
affirmed its commitment to 
organizing more such ini-
tiatives to provide compre-
hensive healthcare services 
and raise public health 
awareness across the com-
munity.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Vishisht Rail 
Seva Puraskar Ceremony 
was held in Metro Rail-
way on Thursday the Jan 
16 2025 to recognise the 
outstanding performance 
of Metro employees of 
different departments 
during the year 2024. P. 
Uday Kumar Reddy, Gen-
eral Manager presided 
over this prize distribu-

tion ceremony and inau-
gurated the programme   
by lighting a traditional 
lamp in presence of other 
senior officers of Metro 
Railway. Congratulating 
all the awardees, Reddy 
hoped that this award 
will encourage them to 
continue to do the good 
work in future and mo-
tivate their colleagues to 
excel in their respective 

fields. The awardees also 
shared their experienc-
es about the outstanding 
works done by them.

The General Manager 
handed over merit certif-
icates and medals to the 
awardees on this occa-
sion.  Apart from these, 
he also handed over the 
shields to different de-
partments for their out-
standing performance. 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Howrah Divi-
sion, Eastern Railway, un-
der the leadership of Di-
visional Railway Manager 
Shri Sanjeev Kumar, con-
ducted a Full-Day Sensi-
tizing Training Programme 
on Disability Matters on 
16th January 2025. The 
session, held at the PBRC 
Hall, DRM Building,  aimed 
to enhance awareness and 
sensitivity among staff to-

wards disability-related 
matters, focusing on ap-
plicable rules and regula-
tions.

The training programme 
emphasized the impor-
tance of fostering an in-
clusive and supportive 
workplace by addressing 
key topics such as the le-
gal framework governing 
disability rights, workplace 
accommodations, and best 
practices for accessibility. 

Participants were encour-
aged to engage in discus-
sions and explore practical 
ways to create a respectful 
and barrier-free environ-
ment within the organiza-
tion.

The session was attended 
by all members of the Per-
sonnel Branch as per direc-
tives and was spearheaded 
by Assistant Personnel Offi-
cer (3), with active support 
and guidance from Assis-
tant Personnel Officer (2). 
Their leadership facilitated 
an interactive and enrich-
ing learning experience for 
the participants.

This initiative under-
scores Eastern Railway's 
commitment to promot-
ing diversity, equality, and 
inclusion. The successful 
completion of this sensiti-
zation programme reflects 
the organization's dedica-
tion to ensuring respect, 
support, and opportunities 
for all employees, irre-
spective of their abilities.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata/ New Delhi: A 
wave of joy is spreading 
among central government 
employees. This will bene-
fit more than 45 lakh cen-
tral government employ-
ees, and more than 68 lakh 
pensioners. Duration of 7th 
pay commission was from 
2016 to 2026, and approv-
al came well before the 
tenure.  Dr M. Raghavaiah, 
General Secretary (NFIR) 
/Leader/ Staff Side/ NC(-
JCM) and Shri Shiva Gopal 
Mishra, Secretary/ Staff 
Side/ NC(JCM), GS (AIRF) 
met Ashwini Vaishaw and 
thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for approv-
ing eighth pay commission 
1st Pay Commission May 1946 - May 1947
Chairman: Srinivasa Vara-
dachariar
Focused on rationalizing 
the pay structure after In-
dia’s independence.
Introduced the concept of 
the “living wage.”
Minimum salary: Rs 55/
month; maximum salary: 
Rs 2,000/month.
Beneficiaries: Around 1.5 
million employees.
2nd Pay Commission  August 1957 - August 
1959

Chairman: Jaganath Das
Focused on balancing the 
economy and living costs.
Recommended the mini-
mum wage of Rs 80/month.
Introduced the “socialistic 
pattern of society.”
Beneficiaries: Approxi-
mately 2.5 million employ-
ees.
3rd Pay Commission April 1970 - March 1973
Chairman: Raghubir Dayal
Recommended minimum 
pay of Rs 185/month.
Emphasized salary parity 
between public and private 
sectors.
Addressed inequalities in 
the pay structure.
Beneficiaries: About 3 mil-
lion employees.
4th Pay Commission September 1983 - Decem-
ber 1986
Chairman: P.N. Singhal
Recommended a minimum 
salary of Rs 750/month.
Focused on reducing dis-
parities in salaries across 
ranks.
Introduced a perfor-
mance-linked pay struc-
ture.
Beneficiaries: Over 3.5 mil-
lion employees.
5th Pay Commission April 1994 - January 1997
Chairman: Justice S. Rat-
navel Pandian

Recommended a minimum 
pay of Rs 2,550/month.
Suggested reducing the 
number of pay scales.
Focused on modernizing 
government offices.
Beneficiaries: Around 4 
million employees.
6th Pay Commission October 2006 - March 
2008
Chairman: Justice B.N. Sri-
krishna
Introduced Pay Bands and 
Grade Pay.
Minimum salary: Rs 7,000/
month; maximum salary: 
Rs 80,000/month.
Emphasized perfor-
mance-related incentives.
Beneficiaries: Nearly 6 mil-
lion employees.
7th Pay Commission February 2014 - November 
2016
Chairman: Justice A.K. 
Mathur
Minimum pay raised to Rs 
18,000/month; maximum 
pay Rs 2,50,000/month
Recommended a new pay 
matrix instead of the grade 
pay system.
Focused on allowances and 
work-life balance.
Beneficiaries: Over 10 mil-
lion (including pensioners).
8th Pay Commission announced on January 
16th 2025

MI News Service,  
Siliguri: In a 
heart-wrenching inci-
dent that has shaken the 
peaceful neighborhood 
of Bowbazar in Uttar Sa-
mar Nagar, Shyamol Roy 
is believed to have tragi-
cally taken the lives of his 
wife, Pinky Roy, and their 
5-year-old son, Pintu Roy, 
before ending his own life. 
The devastating event has 
left the local community 
in deep shock and grief.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that mount-
ing financial debt may 
have pushed Shyamol to 
commit this horrific act. 
According to the police, 
upon receiving distress-
ing information, Bhakti 
Nagar police quickly ar-
rived at the scene. They 
recovered the bodies of 
the family members and 
immediately sent them 
for post-mortem exam-
inations to determine the 
exact cause of death.

The tragedy unfolded 
when Pinky Roy’s father 
became concerned after 
being unable to reach his 
daughter and son-in-law 
on the phone. In a state of 
worry, he rushed to their 
home and was met with 
an unimaginable sight. 
He found Shyamol Roy 
hanging from a ceiling 
fan, while his daughter 
Pinky and grandson Pintu 
lay lifeless on the bed in a 
pool of blood.

Pinky Roy’s father, in his 
grief, speculated that Shy-
amol had slit the throats 
of both his wife and son 
before taking his own 
life. The gruesome scene 
has left the family and lo-
cal residents devastated, 
struggling to comprehend 
the motive behind such a 
tragic incident.

The Bhakti Nagar po-
lice are conducting a 
thorough investigation 
into the matter; examine 
the circumstances lead-
ing up to this tragic event. 
The police suspect that 
Shyamol’s severe debt 
burden, which had been 
escalating for some time, 
may have played a role 
in his decision to commit 
this act. Investigators are 
working to uncover any 
additional evidence that 
may provide insight into 
his state of mind in the 
days leading up to the 
tragedy.

As the investigation 
continues, the communi-
ty remains in mourning, 
grappling with the trag-
ic loss of three lives. The 
police have assured that 
they are taking all neces-
sary steps to uncover the 
full sequence of events, 
and are providing support 
to the grieving family.

This incident serves as 
a stark reminder of the 
devastating impact of fi-
nancial stress, and the 
urgent need for aware-
ness and support systems 
for individuals facing 
overwhelming debt. The 
Bhakti Nagar police are 
committed to bringing 
clarity to the case and 
ensuring justice for the 
victims.

MI News Service,  
Siliguri: A cyclist narrow-
ly escaped death in a tragic 
road accident near the NJP 
Railway Hospital in Siliguri 
on Thursday. The incident oc-
curred when Hiranlal Kumar, 
a resident of Jalpai More, 
was traveling towards Ambi-
ka Nagar for work. While cy-
cling near the Railway Hospi-
tal More, he was struck from 
behind by a speeding vehicle, 
causing him to be thrown 
several meters off the road.

Fortunately, Kumar sur-
vived the incident with only 
minor injuries. However, 
the accident raised serious 
concerns about the safety of 
cyclists and pedestrians on 
busy roads in the area. Wit-
nesses to the incident imme-
diately rushed to his aid, and 
local authorities were alerted 
to the scene.

Upon receiving the news, 
officials from the NJP Po-
lice and Traffic department 
quickly arrived at the loca-
tion. Traffic was temporarily 
halted to manage the situa-
tion, and emergency services 
provided medical assistance 
to the cyclist. Kumar was lat-
er taken to a nearby medical 
facility for a check-up, where 
he was reported to have mi-
nor bruises and scratches but 
no life-threatening injuries.

The vehicle involved in 
the accident, a speeding car, 
was detained by the police 
and was taken to the NJP 
Police Station for further in-
vestigation. Authorities are 
working to identify the driver 
of the vehicle and determine 
whether the incident was 
due to negligence, speeding, 
or other violations. The car’s 
registration details were also 
collected, and the driver will 
be questioned once located.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Multi-Disciplinary 
Safety Seminar in SDAH division A compre-
hensive Multi-Disciplinary Safety Seminar was 
successfully conducted at Rabindra Sabha Kak-
shya,Sealdah in Sealdah Division. The seminar, 
organized by  Sri Pankaj Yadav, Sr. DOM/Sealdah, 
was presided by Sri Deepak Nigam, DRM/ Seal-
dah, and saw the participation of 102 employ-
ees (TI & CYM) from various station across the 
division

The seminar focused on crucial safety aspects 
such as

1. Emphasizing the importance of adherence 
to standard operating procedures during shunt-
ing operations to prevent accidents.

2. Highlighting the need for proper securing of 
all railway vehicles to ensure their stability and 
prevent derailments.

3. Underscoring the critical role of alertness 
and vigilance among all railway employees 
during their duty hours.

4. Emphasizing the importance of regular 
counselling sessions for operational staff to ad-
dress any concerns, enhance safety awareness, 
and improve overall performance.

5. Discussing the significance of conducting 
regular ambush checks and surprise inspections 
to identify and rectify potential safety hazards.

6. Also focusing on the safe and efficient op-

eration of level crossings, including the prop-
er functioning of sliding barriers and discuss 
the importance of maintaining a clear line set 
against the block line to prevent accidents and 
ensure smooth train operations.

The seminar effectively conveyed the critical 
importance of safety, competence, and vigilance 
at all levels within the railway system. All at-
tendees actively participated in the discussions, 
emphasizing the need for proactive reporting of 
safety concerns and strict adherence to opera-
tional rules.

DRM/Sealdah Sri Deepak Nigam, in his ad-
dress, commended the efforts of the Sr.DOM/
Sealdah and all participants for their active in-
volvement in the seminar. He reiterated the com-
mitment of the division to prioritize safety and 
ensure the well-being of all employees. The sem-
inar served as a valuable platform for enhanc-
ing safety awareness and promoting a culture of 
safety within the Sealdah Division.

Name Change
I, Dipak Kumar Das Adhikary, Son 
Of Kanai Das Adhikary, Residing At  
Betkundu, Po-Jagatpur, Ps-Mahishadal, 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Dipak 
Das Adhikary Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 16/01/2025.That Dipak Kumar Das 
Adhikary And Dipak Das Adhikary 
Both Are The Same And One Identical  
Person.

Name Change
I, Chirashree Chowdhury (Old 
Name) Wife Of Subhrajyoti Basu,  
Residing At D-7/3, Hayat Restaurant  
Kolkata West International City, P.o.-  
Bankra, P.s.- Domjur, Howrah- 711403, 
West Bengal, India, Shall Henceforth 
Be Known As Chirashree Chowdhury 
Basu (New Name) Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 16/01/2025. Chirashree  
Chowdhury Basu (New Name) And  
Chirashree Chowdhury (Old Name) 
Both Are The Same And One Identical  
Person.

Name Change
I, Limpa Adhikari (Old Name) Daughter 
Of Hem Chandra Biswas, Residing At 
81/30, Sahid Ananta Dutta Sarani, North 
Dumdum (M), North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700081, 
West Bengal, India, Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Limpa Adhikary (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 16/01/2025. 
Limpa Adhikary (New Name) And Limpa 
Adhikari (Old Name) Both Are The Same 
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Pramila Kumari Gupta (Old Name) 
Wife Of Ajay Kumar Gupta, Residing 
At 1/16, Mir Para Road,  Bally, Bally  
Municipality, Howrah- 711203, West 
Bengal, India, Shall Henceforth Be 
Known As Pramila Gupta (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 16/01/2025. 
Pramila Gupta (New Name) And  
Pramila Kumari Gupta (Old Name) 
Both Are The Same And One Identical  
Person.

Name Change
I, Samsur Ali Shaikh, Son Of Late 
Sk Abdul Haque, Residing At  
Bardhwaja, Ramchandrapur, Po - Alipur, 
Howrah - 711315, West Bengal. Shall  
Henceforth Be Known As Sk Samsur Ali 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary  
Public Kolkata On 16/01/2025, That  
Samsur Ali Shaikh And Sk Samsur Ali   
Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Runa Awatramani And Runa  
Mondal, Daughter Of Late  
Ramendra Prosad Mondal, Wife Of  
Omprakash Pahilaj Awatramani, Residing 
At B/35, Chirantani Park, Banshdroni,  
Kolkata-700070 Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Runa Omprakash Awatramani As 
Declared Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata Vide An Affidavit No 10  
Dated 16/01/2025,Runa Awatramani And 
Runa Mondal And Runa Omprakash  
Awatramani All Are Same And Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I Omprakash Awatramani And  
Omprakash Pahiaj Awatramani, Son Of 
Pahilaj Awatramani, Residing At 14/107, 
Seeta Niwas, Nehru Road, Old Anand 
Nagar. Santacruz East. Mumbai-400055, 
Have Changed My Name And Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Omprakash  
Pahilaj Awatramani As Declared 
Before The Notary Public At  
Kolkata Vide An Affidavit No 08  
Dated 16/01/2025, Omprakash  
Awatramani And Omprakash Pahiaj  
Awatramani And Omprakash Pahilaj 
Awatramani All Are Same And Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I Chhaya Ramendra Prasad Mondal,Wife 
Of Late Ramendra Prosad Mondal,  
Residing At 32/F, Nakuleshwar  
Bhattacharjee Lane, Kalighat,  
Kolkata -700026 Have Changed My 
Name And Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As Chhaya Mondal As Declared Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata Vide An  
Affidavit No 09 Dated 16/01/2025,Chhaya  
Ramendra Prasad Mondal And Chhaya 
Mondal Both Are Same And Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I,Vivekananda Adhikari (Old Name) Son 
Of Bimal Adhikari,Residing At 81/30,  
Sahid Ananta Dutta Sarani, North  
Dumdum (M), North 24 Pgs, 
Pin-700081, West Bengal, India, 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As  
Vivekananda Adhikary (New Name) 
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The  
Notary Public At Kolkata On 16/01/2025. 
Vivekananda Adhikary (New Name) 
And Vivekananda Adhikari (Old Name) 
Both Are The Same And One Identical  
Person.

Name Change
I,Ashok Kumar Saffar (Old Name),Son Of 
Shyam Sunder Saffar, Residing At 93/4, 
Karaya Road, Kolkata - 700019,West 
Bengal,Shall Henceforth Be Known 
As  Ashok Saffar (New Name) Vide An  
Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary  
Public Kolkata On 16/01/2025.That 
Ashok Kumar Saffar And Ashok Saffar 
Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Sarbani Bera (Old Name),Wife 
Of Bimal Kumar Bera, Residing At 
Vill & Po-Bhata, Ps-Tarakeshwar,  
Hooghly-712410, West Bengal. Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Shrabani 
Bera (New Name), Vide An Affidavit 
Sworn Before The Ld 1St Class Judicial  
Magistrate At Kolkata On 10/01/2025.
That Sarbani Bera And Shrabani Bera 
Both Are The Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
After accepting Islam on & from 
06/11/2024, I, Santosh C/o.  
Muragavel M/o. Kala,C/o. Akash Khan, 
R/o. Meshera, Kala Chara, Haripal, 
Hooghly-712403, known everywhere as 
Arman Khan. I, Arman Khan & Santosh 
C/o. Muragavel M/o. Kala is the same 
self & one identical person vide affidavit 
no. 31, dt. 06/11/2024 before S.D.E.M.,  
Sadar, Hooghly Court.  

Man allegedly 
kills wife and 
child before 

taking own life

Cyclist narrowly 
escapes death 



Indian Railways Expands Infrastructure with Bargarh Road-Nawapara Road 
New Railway Line Project, Key Land Acquisition Milestone Reached

IMD issues Orange alert till January 17 for 
Prayagraj, possibility of rain, fog in Kumbh Mela

Rahul Gandhi in complete grip of Urban Naxals: 
BJP's Ravi Shankar Prasad on 'Indian state' remark

Maha Kumbh: Over 2.5 million devotees take 
holy dip at Triveni Sangam on fourth day

Union Cabinet approves establishment of third launch pad worth 
Rs 3984.86 crore for ISRO at Sriharikota

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:   In a sig-
nificant development to-
wards enhancing regional 
connectivity and supporting 
economic growth, the Indi-
an Railways has made sub-
stantial progress in the con-
struction of the 138.32 km 
new railway line connecting 
Bargarh Road to Nawapara 
Road. This Special Railway 
Project is expected to trans-
form the transportation land-
scape in Odisha by offering a 
new, shorter, and more effi-
cient route for both passen-
ger and freight services.

Project Sanctioned and Fi-
nancial Overview

On September 10, 2024, 
the Railway Board approved 
the Bargarh Road-Nawapa-
ra Road line with a total 
cost of ₹2,621.92 crore. The 
financial breakdown of the 

project is: Civil Engineering: 
₹2,107.30 crore; Electrical 
Engineering: ₹305.55 crore; 
Signal & Telecom Engineer-
ing: ₹209.07 crore.

The Government of Odis-
ha has played a pivotal role 
in supporting this ambitious 
project, offering both land 
free of cost and a grant of 
₹300 crore to ensure its 
smooth execution.

Land Acquisition Progress
A crucial component of the 

project is the acquisition of 
924.64 hectares of land, with 
an estimated cost of ₹364 
crore. This land includes 
752.524 hectares of private 
land, 123.233 hectares of 
government land and 48.913 
hectares of forest land.

In line with the commit-
ment to expedite the process, 
the competent authorities 
for land acquisition in both 

Bargarh and Nawapara dis-
tricts are appointed.

The land acquisition 
for the first block section, 
which spans between Bar-
garh and Samsara in the 
Bargarh Tehsil and in-
volves five villages, is pro-
gressing rapidly. On Octo-
ber 25, 2024, the railway 
submitted the land acqui-
sition proposal for the first 
block section, and district 
officials completed verifica-
tion of the land schedule for 
the five villages by Decem-

ber 28, 2024. The 20 A no-
tification under the Railway 
Amendment Act is expected 
to be published soon, facili-
tating the timely acquisition 
of land for this key section.

Expedited Land Acquisi-
tion and Tender Process

In an effort to fast-track 
the process, a tender was 
floated to assist the Com-
petent Authority for Land 
Acquisition (CALA) in the 
acquisition process, with 
bids opened on December 
26, 2024. These efforts re-
flect the Indian Railways' 
commitment to ensuring that 
land acquisition proceeds 
without delays, so the project 
can continue its momentum 
towards completion.

Key Features of the Project
This new rail line will be an 

electrified broad gauge (BG) 
mail line, offering a more ef-
ficient alternative route for 
traffic that currently pass-
es through the congested 
Jharsuguda-Bilaspur-Raipur 
corridor. Key benefits of the 
project include:

Reduction in travel dis-
tance: The new route will cut 
travel by 53 km compared 
to the Sambalpur-Jharsugu-
da-Raipur route and by 87 
km compared to the Sambal-
pur-Titlagarh-Raipur route, 
improving transit times for 
both passengers and freight.

Improved freight handling 

capacity: The new line will 
enhance freight capacity be-
tween Odisha and Chhattis-
garh, allowing the movement 
of goods more efficiently. 
This is particularly benefi-
cial for industries like steel 
plants, coal transportation, 
and iron ore shipping to key 
locations like Raipur.

Strategic industrial bene-
fits: This route will support 
the transportation of finished 
steel from steel plants, coal 
from Angul, and iron ore 
from Daitary and Gandam-
ardhan, significantly reduc-
ing logistics costs and im-
proving trade efficiency.

Public Aspiration and Re-
gional Development

The new railway line is 
poised to greatly impact the 
public aspirations of the peo-
ple in the remote and under-
served areas along the route. 
For years, these regions 
have faced challenges with 
limited access to essential 
services, transportation, and 
economic opportunities. The 
establishment of this line is 
expected to address many 
of these issues by providing 
better connectivity to major 
cities, improving access to 
education, healthcare, and 
employment opportunities, 
and empowering local com-
munities. The enhanced rail 
infrastructure will foster so-
cial and economic inclusion, 

enabling people from rural 
and remote villages to ac-
tively participate in the re-
gion's growth, while opening 
up avenues for tourism and 
business development.

Boosting Regional Devel-
opment and Connectivity

With the active support of 
the Odisha Government and 
local authorities, this project 
will not only improve passen-
ger transportation but also 
serve as a critical enabler for 
regional economic growth. 
The line will benefit a wide 
range of industries, including 
steel, cement, food grains, 
and coal, and improve ac-
cess to important industrial 
hubs such as JSW Steel in 
Lapanga, Vedanta Alumini-
um Ltd. in Jharsuguda, and 
ACC Bargarh Cement Works 
in Bargarh.

The Bargarh Road to 
Nawapara Road railway 
line is a vital infrastructure 
project that will reshape 
transportation in the region, 
providing a direct link to in-
dustrial centers and reduc-
ing congestion on existing 
rail routes. With successful 
land acquisition and contin-
ued collaboration with the 
state government, the Indian 
Railways remains commit-
ted to ensuring the project’s 
timely completion for the 
benefit of the people of Odi-
sha and beyond.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) has 
issued an Orange alert for 
Prayagraj for today and to-
morrow where the Kumbh 
Mela is currently going on. 
IMD Scientist Soma Sen Roy 
said that there is a possibili-
ty of rain and fog conditions 
in the Kumbh Mela area on 
Thursday and Friday.

Soma Sen Roy said, "There 
is a possibility of rain and fog 

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party MP Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad on Thursday 
hit out at Lok Sabha LoP 
and Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi over his remark on 
"fighting the Indian State" 
and alleged that he is in 
complete grip of the "Ur-
ban Naxal thinking pro-
cess" and needs to change 
his "tutor".

Addressing a press con-
ference in Delhi, BJP MP 
and spokesperson, Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said that 
the Indian state represents 
the "constitutional iden-
tity" of the country as a 
"free country".

"Rahul Gandhi yesterday 

said that our fight is against 
the Indian state. I reiterate, 
he needs to change his tu-
tor... He is the Leader of the 
Opposition in Lok Sabha. 
Do you (Rahul Gandhi) un-
derstand the meaning of the 
Indian state? You are saying 
to fight with that...The Indi-
an state represents the con-
stitutional identity of India 
as a free country," the BJP 
MP said.

"When you say some-
thing, do you understand 
that? When will you start 
understanding?" he ques-
tioned the Congress leader.

Further sharpening his 
attack on Rahul Gandhi's 
criticism of Sangh (RSS), 
Prasad said that actually 

RSS has done great work 
for society.

"He criticises the Sangh 
(RSS) a lot; your ancestors 
used to do the same. You 
kept on criticising, but see 
where RSS has reached. 
Look where the BJP is. Be-
cause Sangh is a nationalist 
organisation. It had done 
great works for the society," 
he said.

"Rahul Gandhi is in the 
complete grip of Urban 
Naxals thinking process," 
the BJP leader added.

Notably, while inaugurat-
ing the party's new head-
quarters, 'Indira Bhawan,' 
on Wednesday, Rahul Gand-
hi alleged that the Congress 
and other opposition par-

ties were not just fighting 
the BJP but "the Indian 
state itself."

"Our ideology, like the 
RSS ideology, is thousands 
of years old, and it has been 
fighting the RSS ideology 
for thousands of years. Do 
not think that we are fight-
ing a fair fight. There is no 
fairness in this. If you be-
lieve that we are fighting a 
political organisation called 
the BJP or RSS, you have 
not understood what is go-
ing on. The BJP and the RSS 
have captured every single 
institution of our country. 
We are now fighting the 
BJP, the RSS, and the Indian 
state itself," the Lok Sabha 
LoP said. 

MI News Service, 
Prayagraj :   More than 2.5 
million devotees took part 
in the holy dip at Triveni 
Sangam, a sacred conflu-
ence of Rivers Ganga, Ya-
muna and 'mystical' Saras-
wati on Thursday evening, 
the fourth day of Maha 
Kumbh.

According to the data re-
leased, by 5 pm on Thurs-
day, over 2.5 million people 
visited the Maha Kumbh at 
Prayagraj and took a holy 
dip at the Sangam, with 
more than 1 million 
Kalpvasis and 1.5 million 
additional pilgrims.

Over 60 million devotees 
have participated in the 
world's biggest religious 
congregation; over 35 mil-
lion on the occasion of Ma-
kar Sankranti on January 
14.

Given the massive influx 
of pilgrims, the Prayagraj 
administration established 
an AI-based computerised 

lost and found centre.
Sharing details, Addi-

tional Mela Adhikari Vivek 
Chaturvedi told ANI, "An 
AI-based lost and found 
centre has been set up. 
Arrangements are made 
there for accommodation, 
clothes and food for the 
people who are lost. There 
has not been a single case 
in which we have not been 
able to reunite children or 
lost people with their rel-
atives. We have received 
a good response from the 
computerised lost and 
found centre. If there is a 
case in which we have not 
been able to reunite a per-
son with his relatives, then 
the administration takes 
them to their home at its 
own expense."

On Wednesday, a 
21-member delegation 
from 10 countries arrived 
at Arail Tent City in Uttar 
Pradesh's Prayagraj to 
take a holy dip at Triveni 

Sangam.
The delegation, invited 

by the External Publicity 
and Public Diplomacy Divi-
sion of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Government 
of India, will take a sacred 
dip at Triveni Sangam on 
Thursday.

Speaking to ANI, Denesh 
Persaud from Guyana, ex-
pressed his joy and fulfil-
ment after taking a holy dip 
in the River Ganges.

"It's a dream come true. 
I always wanted to come 
here and take a holy dip 
in the River Ganges. I have 
fulfilled that wish," Per-
saud said.

Sally El Azab from Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, is among 
the many international pil-
grims who have travelled 
to Prayagraj, to experience 
the Kumbh Mela, the larg-
est religious gathering in 
the world.

The visiting group in-
cluded representatives 

from Fiji, Finland, Guyana, 
Malaysia, Mauritius, Singa-
pore, South Africa, Sri Lan-
ka, Trinidad and Tobago, 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE). This showcases 
the global interest in this 
spiritual event.

The statement noted that 
the Mahakumbh, organised 
under the leadership of 
the Yogi government, has 
drawn global attention this 
year. Their accommoda-
tions were arranged at the 
Tent City in Arail, an initia-
tive by the Uttar Pradesh 
State Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation.

Maha Kumbh, which 
began on January 13, will 
continue until February 26. 
The next key bathing dates 
include January 29 (Mauni 
Amavasya - Second Shahi 
Snan), February 3 (Basant 
Panchami - Third Shahi 
Snan), February 12 (Maghi 
Purnima), and February 26 
(Maha Shivaratri).

MI News Service, New 
Delhi :    The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on Thurs-
day approved the establish-
ment of the third launch pad 
(TLP) at the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) in Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh, a release said.

The Third Launch Pad 
project envisages the estab-
lishment of the launch in-
frastructure at Sriharikota, 
Andhra Pradesh, for the Next 
Generation Launch Vehicles 
of ISRO and also to support 
the second launch pad at Sri-
harikota as a standby launch 
pad. This will also enhance 
the launch capacity for future 
Indian human spaceflight 
missions.

TLP Project, which is of na-
tional importance, is designed 
to have a configuration that is 
as universal and adaptable as 
possible that can support not 
only NGLV but also the LVM 3 
vehicles with a semi-cryogen-
ic stage as well as scaled-up 
configurations of NGLV.

As per the release, it will 

be realised with maximum in-
dustry participation, fully util-
ising ISRO's experience in es-
tablishing the earlier launch 
pads and maximally sharing 
the existing launch complex 
facilities.

TLP is targeted to be es-
tablished within a duration 
of 48 months or 4 years. The 
total fund requirement is Rs 
3984.86 crore and includes 
the establishment of the 
launch pad and the associat-
ed facilities.

The project will boost the 
Indian space ecosystem by 
enabling higher launch fre-
quencies and the national 
capacity to undertake human 
spaceflight & space explora-
tion missions, a release said.

As of today, Indian Space 
Transportation Systems are 
completely reliant on two 
launch pads: the First Launch 
Pad (FLP) and the Second 
Launch Pad (SLP).

FLP was realised 30 years 
ago for PSLV and continues 
to provide launch support for 
PSLV and SSLV. SLP was es-
tablished primarily for GSLV 
and LVM3 and also functions 

as a standby for PSLV. SLP has 
been operational for almost 
20 years and has enhanced 
the launch capacity towards 
enabling some commercial 
missions of PSLV and LVM3 
along with the national mis-
sions, including the Chan-
drayaan-3 mission.

SLP is also getting ready 
to launch the human-rated 
LVM3 for the Gaganyaan mis-
sions.

The expanded vision of 
the Indian Space Programme 
during the Amrit Kaal, includ-
ing the Bharatiya Antariksh 
Station (BAS) by 2035 and 
an Indian-crewed lunar land-
ing by 2040, requires a new 
generation of heavier launch 
vehicles with new propulsion 
systems, which cannot be met 
by the existing launch pads.

The expeditious establish-
ment of a third launch pad 
to cater to a heavier class of 
next-generation launch ve-
hicles and as a standby for 
SLP is highly essential so as 
to meet the evolving space 
transportation requirements 
for another 25-30 years, a re-
lease said.
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Lost & found
I, Subrata Koner of Vill.– 
Dharapara, P.O. – Guskara, P.S. –  
Ausgram, Dist. – Purba Bardhaman do  
solemnly affirm & declare that, I have lost my  
Registered deed vide Deed No. – 09232 for 
the year 2008 of A.D.S.R. Bidhannagar,  
Registered in Book – 1, CD Volume No.- 
9, Page from 3182 to 3196. On 11.01.2025  
near the back gate of St. Xavier’s College 
(Hungerford Street). This matter I have 
made a G.D.E. at Shakespeare Sarani P.S. 
Kolkata - 700017 vide No. – 811 Dated 
– 11.01.25. If any kind hearted person 
locates the deed please contact the above 
address.

Power of Attorney 
This is to notify that sir Amit  
Kumar Burnwal S/O Gopal Prasad  
Burnwal Address N. S. Road 
Ps-Asansol (S) Dist Paschim  
Bardhaman Has/Have Purchased 
the below mentioned land schedule 
by virtue of deed/deeds no 10135 
Dated 26.12.2024 A.D.S.R. With 
help power of Attorney deed no  
5639 Dated 15.07.2024 A.D.S.R  
Executive by Smt  
Sarnomyee Gope W/O Dhiren Gope 
Address Natundihi P.S-Hirapur  
Dist-Paschim Bardhaman and the 
said applicant Has/have applied with 
the same land schedule for mutation 
vide mutation case no 17465/2024 at 
the office of the S.D.L & L.R.O(EP-1) 
Dist - Paschim Bardhaman.If There 
is any objection for mutation in this 
respect any concerned principle are 
requested submit objection along 
with relevant documents to the  
concerned revenue officer at the office 
of the S.D.L&L.R.O(EP-1) within one 
month from the date of publication of 
this notice.Otherwise law will take it 
own course.

Land Schedule 
Block: Sub-Division land & land  
reforms office(EP-1)
Mouza :Ismile JL.No. 122
Plot no: R.S-1018/2021,
L.R Plot 7325
Name of the recorded owner:  
Sarnamoyee Gope Khatian:L.R 9637

conditions today in south-
east UP, where the Kumbh 
Mela is currently going on. 
Even if the fog is not too 
dense, its impact will be 
high, and because of this, we 
have issued an Orange alert 
for today and tomorrow in 
this area. Rain is expected 
to increase from 18 January, 
especially in the hill states. 
A third WD is expected on 
the 21-22 January. So there 
is a possibility of rain over 
planes."

She further said, "To-
day western disturbance is 
over Pakistan and induced 
cyclonic circulation is over 
South Haryana. Many places 
in north India experienced 
rainfall yesterday. This WD 
is moving eastwards, due to 
which there's a possibility 
of thunderstorm activity in 
hilly areas and west UP, and 
snowfall in hill states today. 
From 18-19 January, anoth-
er WD is expected to occur."

She further said that gen-
erally before western distur-
bance the temperature rises 
and after it the temperature 
reduces.

She said, "There is a pos-
sibility that temperatures will 
drop by 2-3° C in the next 2 
to 3 days and fog conditions 
could increase in northwest 
India, causing dense fog in 
Punjab, Haryana, north UP, 
and Delhi on 17-18 January. 
Temperatures will fall in Del-
hi from tomorrow morning 
onwards and fog will prevail 
moderate to dense on 17 and 
18."'

She said that IMD has is-
sued a Yellow alert of dense 
fog in Punjab, Haryana and 
west UP for today and tomor-
row. "Heavy rainfall of 13 
centimetres was recorded in 
Tirunelveli yesterday. Heavy 
rainfall is expected in the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
today. By 18 January, there 
is a possibility of moderate to 
heavy rainfall in Tamil Nadu. 
We have issued a Yellow alert 
for this," she further added.

Earlier IMD predicted that 
the Prayagraj region, where 
the Maha Kumbh is taking 
place, to have a partly cloudy 
sky with light rain and dense 
to very dense fog on Thurs-
day, January 16.
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Patna : Škoda Auto India's Kylaq, its first
sub-4m SUV, has achieved the prestigious
5-star safety rating in the Bharat NCAP
(New Car Assessment Programme). This
makes the Kylaq the first Škoda vehicle to
participate in Bharat NCAP testing, con-
tinuing the brand's legacy of safety excel-
lence established by the Kushaq and
Slavia. Both Škoda Auto India's 2.0 cars
have achieved 5-star safety ratings in
their respective Global NCAP crash tests
for both Adult and Child Occupant protec-
tion.

Petr Janeba, Brand Director, Škoda
Auto India said, "Safety is intrinsic to the
Škoda DNA and since 2008, every Škoda
car has been crash-tested globally, and in
India, with a 5-star safety rating. Škoda
Auto has been leading the campaign on
car safety in India, with a fleet of 5-star
safety-rated
cars. We were
the first brand
to score a full
5-stars for
adults and
children under
the Global
NCAP tests.
And now
Kylaq, our all-
new sub-4-
metre SUV, has
topped the
charts in its
segment, in
the Bharat
NCAP testing.
Kylaq comes with comprehensive safety
systems which include a wide range of
active and passive safety features as stan-
dard, including six airbags. The use of
hot-stamped steel, with a redone crash
management system ensures the best pos-
sible safety in the Kylaq. This rating is a
further testament to our commitment of
democratizing European technology on
Indian roads, which includes one of the
foundations on which a car should be
built, which is safety."

The Škoda Kylaq exemplifies the
brand's commitment to passenger safety,
featuring over 25 active and passive safe-
ty technologies as standard across all

variants. Built on the robust MQB-A0-IN
platform, the Kylaq combines advanced
engineering and innovative features tai-
lored to Indian roads and driving condi-
tions. With six airbags, Electronic Stability
Control, Roll Over Protection, Hill Hold
Control, Multi-Collision Braking, and
XDS+ included as standard from the base
variant, the Kylaq sets a benchmark for
safety. The hot-stamped steel construction
and redesigned crash management sys-
tem further enhance cabin protection and
crash resilience, reinforcing its safety-first
approach.

Key Highlights:
* The Kylaq secured 30.88 points in

Adult Occupant Protection out of 32.00
(97%) and 45.00 points in Child Occupant
Protection out of 49.00 (92%), making it
the best performing vehicle in the ICE

sub-4-metre
compact SUV
segment

* In the
frontal offset
barrier test
for adult
o c c u p a n t
protect ion ,
the Kylaq
s c o r e d
15.035 points
out of 16
(94%), with
both the
o c c u p a n t
compartment
and footwell

rated as stable
* In the side-moving deformable barri-

er test for adult occupant protection, the
Kylaq achieved 15.840 points out of 16
(99%)

* For child occupant protection, the
Kylaq earned the maximum possible score
of 16 points (100%) in the frontal offset
barrier test and full 8 points (100%) in the
side-moving deformable barrier test for
1.5 and 3-year-old children

* The Kylaq also secured maximum
points in the recommended child seat
assessment, and an impressive 9 points
out of 13 (69%) in the vehicle-based
assessment

Washington DC [US] : An internation-
al team of researchers has construct-
ed a full-cell atlas of an entire mam-
malian brain for the first time.

This atlas serves as a map of the
mouse brain, describing the kind,
location, and chemical information of
over 32 million cells as well as infor-
mation on cell connectivity.

The mouse is the most often used
vertebrate experimental model in
neuroscience research, and its cellu-
lar map paves the door for a better
understanding of the human brain -
probably the world's most powerful
computer. The cell atlas also provides
the groundwork for a new generation
of precision treatments for those suf-
fering from mental and neurological
illnesses of the brain.

The findings were published in
Nature.

"The mouse atlas has brought the
intricate network of mammalian brain
cells into unprecedented focus, giving
researchers the details needed to
understand human brain function and
diseases," said Joshua A. Gordon,
M.D., Ph.D., Director of the National
Institute of Mental Health, part of the
National Institutes of Health. The cell
atlas describes the types of cells in
each region of the mouse brain and
their organization within those
regions. In addition to this structural

information, the cell atlas provides an
incredibly detailed catalog of the cell's
transcriptome -- the complete set of
gene readouts in a cell, which contains
instructions for making proteins and
other cellular products. The transcrip-
tomic information included in the
atlas is hierarchically organized,
detailing cell classes, subclasses, and
thousands of individual cell clusters
within the brain. The atlas also char-

acterizes the cell epigenome -- chemi-
cal modifications to a cell's DNA and
chromosomes that alter the way the
cell's genetic information is expressed
-- detailing thousands of epigenomic
cell types and millions of candidate
genetic regulation elements for dif-
ferent brain cell types. Together, the
structural, transcriptomic, and epi-
genetic information included in this
atlas provide an unprecedented map

of cellular organization and diversi-
ty across the mouse brain. The atlas
also provides an accounting of the
neurotransmitters and neuropep-
tides used by different cells and the
relationship among cell types with-
in the brain. This information can
be used as a detailed blueprint for
how chemical signals are initiated
and transmitted in different parts
of the brain. Those electrical sig-

nals are the basis for how brain cir-
cuits operate and how the brain
functions overall. "This product is a
testament to the power of this
unprecedented, cross-cutting col-
laboration and paves our path for
more precision brain treatments,"
said John Ngai, PhD, Director of the
NIH BRAIN Initiative." Of the 10
studies included in this collection,
seven are funded through the NIH
BRAIN Initiative Cell Census
Network (BICCN), and two are
funded through the larger NIH
BRAIN Initiative. The core aim of
the BICCN, a groundbreaking,
cross-collaborative effort to under-
stand the brain's cellular makeup,
is to develop a comprehensive
inventory of the cells in the brain --
where they are, how they develop,
how they work together, and how
they regulate their activity -- to bet-
ter understand how brain disorders
develop, progress, and are best
treated. "By leveraging the unique
nature of its multi-disciplinary and
international collaboration, the
BICCN was able to accomplish what
no other team of scientists has been
able to before," said Dr. Ngai.

"Now we are ready to take the
next big step -- completing the cell
maps of the and the nonhuman pri-
mate brain."

Washington DC [US] : Researchers from Nagoya
University's Graduate School of Bioagricultural
Sciences and Japan's National Institute of
Physiological Sciences have demonstrated how a
specific type of neuron in the brain influences the
release of hormones that control ovarian function
in females, such as follicular development and ovu-
lation. These discoveries, published in the journal
Scientific Reports, could help researchers better
understand and treat reproductive diseases in both
animals and humans.

Kisspeptin neurons in the brain regulate the
release of hypothalamic gonadotropin-releasing
hormone (GnRH) and pituitary follicle-stimulating
hormone/luteinizing hormone (LH). This process is
important for reproduction, as pituitary hormones
stimulate the ovaries to perform their reproductive
functions. Examples include follicular development
and ovulation in all mammals, including humans.

There are two main areas of the brain involved
in the process: the arcuate nucleus (ARC), in which
kisspeptin neurons maintain the regular rhythmic
(pulsatile) secretion of GnRH/LH that maintains
normal follicular development and sex steroid pro-
duction; and the anteroventral periventricular
nucleus (AVPV), in which kisspeptin neurons trig-
ger a surge of GnRH/LH that leads to ovulation.

The researchers focused on the fact that
kisspeptin neurons in the ARC produce and
respond to dynorphin, an inhibitory substance.
"Kisspeptin neurons in the ARC express both
dynorphin and its receptor, whereas those in the
AVPV express the receptor only, suggesting a par-
ticular role of such kisspeptin neurons in fertiliza-
tion," Mayuko Nagae, a postdoctoral fellow, and
Yoshihisa Uenoyama, an associate professor at
Nagoya University in Japan and corresponding
author of the paper, explained in a joint statement.
"However, the exact role of dynorphin and its
receptor in the regulation of kisspeptin neurons
was not clearly understood."

To investigate this, the researchers genetically
modified female rats to delete Kiss1, a gene that
codes for kisspeptin, only in neurons that
expressed the dynorphin receptor. They found that
the genetically modified rats with deleted Kiss1 in
dynorphin receptor-expressing cells had only 3% of
kisspeptin neurons in the ARC and 50% in the
AVPV. The rats were still fertile, but they had a
longer estrous cycle, lower ovarian weight, and
fewer pups than normal rats.

The results indicate that kisspeptin neurons
with dynorphin receptors are important for normal
female rat reproduction, as they allow proper hor-
mone secretion and ovulation. "This is the first
report to show that kisspeptin neurons receiving
direct input of dynorphin are needed to fully gen-
erate the GnRH/LH pulse and surge in female rats,"
says Professor Hiroko Tsukamura from Nagoya
University, the principal investigator of the
research group and another corresponding author
of the paper.

Professor Tsukamura is excited about the
prospect of more studies to understand the molec-
ular mechanism that controls kisspeptin neuronal
activity. She says, "Our findings can help our
understanding of the central mechanism underly-
ing reproduction and have applications in the
treatment of ovarian disorders in livestock and
infertility in humans."

Stockholm [Sweden] : According
to a study from the University of
Gothenburg in Sweden, artery cal-
cification is nearly twice as com-
mon in night owls as it is in early
birds. Circadian function appears
to be crucial in the early stages of
cardiovascular disease.

Atherosclerosis involves fatty
deposits accumulating on the
inside of the arteries, making it
harder for blood to pass through.
The disease develops over a very
long period of time and is not
noticed until it leads to blood clots
causing angina, heart attack, or
stroke. Previous research has
shown that people with late-night
habits have an increased risk of
cardiovascular disease, but this is
the first study to show how circa-
dian rhythms specifically affect
calcification of the arteries.

Coronary artery calcification
The study, which has been

published in the journal Sleep
Medicine, involved 771 men and
women aged between 50 and 64,
all of whom are part of the larger
population study SCAPIS. The
degree of artery calcification in
the heart's coronary arteries was
examined using computer tomog-

raphy. Participants themselves
indicated their so called chrono-
type on a five-point scale: extreme
morning type, moderate morning
type, intermediate type, moderate
evening type, or extreme evening
type. Of the 771 participants, 144
identified as extreme morning
types, and 128 as extreme
evening types. Among the group
who were most alert in the morn-
ing, 22.2% had pronounced artery
calcification - the lowest propor-
tion of all five chronotypes. The
extreme evening type group had
the highest prevalence of severe
coronary artery calcification, at
40.6%.

The first author of the study is
Mio Kobayashi Frisk, a doctoral
student at Sahlgrenska Academy,
University of Gothenburg:

"Our results indicate that
extreme evening chronotype may
be linked not only to poorer cardio-
vascular health in general, but also
more specifically to calcification in
the coronary arteries calcification
and atherosclerosis," Mio
Kobayashi Frisk says.

Preventive treatment
The statistical analysis consid-

ered a range of other factors that

can affect the risk of atherosclero-
sis, including blood pressure, blood
lipids, weight, physical activity,
stress level, sleep, and smoking.

The last author of the study is
Ding Zou, a researcher at
Sahlgrenska Academy, University
of Gothenburg:

"As well as the previously
known factors, the individual cir-
cadian rhythm also appears to be
an important risk factor for ather-
osclerosis. We interpret our results
as indicating that circadian
rhythms are more significant early
in the disease process. It should
therefore particularly be consid-
ered in the preventive treatment of
cardiovascular diseases", says
Ding Zou.

Self-reported chronotype
Those who had experienced a

heart attack were excluded from
the study, meaning that the study
participants were healthier than
the general population. Another
weakness identified by the
researchers is that participants
themselves provided their chrono-
type.

Each chronotype can be said to
have an average time when half of
the night's sleep has passed. In a
previous study on the same popu-
lation, though not necessarily the
same individuals, this time
occurred at 02:55 AM for the
extreme morning type group and
at 04:25 AM for the extreme
evening type group. With the
remaining chronotype groups'
mid-sleep times were somewhere
in between these extremes.

SCAPIS stands for Swedish
CArdioPulmonary bioImage Study.
It is a research project within the
field of cardiac, vascular, and pul-
monary disease. As part of the
project, 30,000 randomly select-
ed Swedes aged 50-64 have
undergone extensive health
examinations: blood sampling,
functional tests, and radiologi-
cal advanced imaging of organs
and blood vessels.

Finger reimplantation is a microsurgical
marvel, a testament to the intricate skills
of plastic surgeons. When a child, espe-
cially a young boy, suffers a finger ampu-
tation, the prospect of reattachment can
offer hope for regaining function and
preserving hand appearance. However,
this delicate procedure presents unique
challenges.

In a remarkable display of modern
medical expertise, a  4-year-old child
recently underwent successful finger
reimplantation surgery at Peerless
Hospital following a traumatic accident.
The intricate procedure, carried out by
Dr. Akhilesh Agarwal, plastic surgeon. It
has given the young patient a new lease
on life and highlights the extraordinary
possibilities of modern technology.

A 4year old kid suffered a severe
injury while playing with a kitchen knife.
The accident resulted in the amputation
of his right index finger. Thanks to the
quick actions of those his parents, the
severed finger was immediately
retrieved, cleaned, and preserved in a
sterile, cool environment-a critical step
that increased the chances of successful

reattachment. Upon arrival at the hospi-
tal, the child was rushed into emergency
surgery. The procedure, which lasted
over several hours, involved meticulous
repair of the finger's structures, includ-
ing bones, tendons, blood vessels, and
nerves. Using advanced microsurgical
techniques, Dr.Agarwal reconnected
arteries as small as 1 millimeter in
diameter, restoring blood flow to the
reattached digit.

Dr. Akhilesh Agarwal, the lead sur-
geon, described the operation as "a race
against time." He explained, "In such
cases, every minute counts. The quicker
we can restore blood circulation, the
higher the chances of survival for the
amputated. Time is of the essence in fin-
ger replantation. The severed finger
must be preserved in a cool, moist envi-
ronment, such as a plastic bag filled with
ice water. Prompt medical attention is
crucial to maximize the chances of suc-
cessful reattachment.

The days following the surgery were
critical. The medical team at PICU lead
by Dr Saheli Dasgupta, monitored the
child closely to ensure proper blood flow

to the reimplanted finger and to prevent
complications such as infection or clot-
ting. Fortunately, the recovery has been
smooth, with the young patient regain-
ing partial sensation and movement in
the finger within weeks of the surgery.

"The determinant for successful
reimplant is proper transport of part.
First the part has to be washed and
dried. Place it in a plastic bag or contain-
er. Then put it on ice" added Dr.Agarwal
of Peerless Hospital

This groundbreaking success is a tes-
tament to advancements in medical
technology and the dedication of health-
care professionals. Additionally, the
coordinated efforts of critical care inten-
sivist , surgeons, anesthesiologists, nurs-
es, and physical therapists ensured the
best possible outcome.

While the child faces months of phys-
ical therapy to fully regain function, the
prognosis is optimistic. Children have a
remarkable ability to heal and adapt,
and Dr.Agarwal believes that the young
patient will regain most of the finger's
functionality over time. The time in
which the parts can be reimplanted

varies depending on level of amputation.
Hand and fingers can be reimplanted
upto 20-24 hrs. Similarly foot has the
same time frame.

The family expressed their heartfelt
gratitude to the medical team, saying,
"We are forever thankful for the doctors
and nurses of Peerless Hospital who
worked tirelessly to save our child's fin-
ger. Their compassion and skill have
made all the difference."

The successful reimplantation of a 4-
year-old's finger is a beacon of hope and
a reminder of the incredible capabilities
of modern medicine. As the child
embarks on the road to recovery, their
story serves as an inspiration and a tes-
tament to the power of human resilience
and innovation. Finger replantation is a
complex and challenging procedure, but
it offers a remarkable opportunity for
children to regain hand function and
appearance. The expertise of plastic sur-
geons, coupled with advanced microsur-
gical techniques and dedicated
Paediatric Critical Care and rehabilita-
tion, provides hope for a positive out-
come in these delicate cases.

Miracle Surgery: Reimplantation Restores Finger of 4-Year-Old Child

Scientists unveil comprehensive
cell map of mammalian brain

Discovery of
brain cells
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for fertility
treatments

Unmatched safety: Škoda
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in Bharat NCAP crash test

Research reveals artery calcification
more common in night owls
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The Annual Sports Fes-
tival was celebrated for 
two days at Ghutiari Sharif 
Makhaltola Senior Madra-
sah. 

Students participated in 
various competitions like 
400 meter race, high jump, 
long jump, biscuit race, 
spoon shooting, musical 
chair, as you like.

The first, second and 
third place winners were 
awarded. Madrasah Su-
perintendent Maulana Yu-
suf,

Staff Council President 
Abdul Wahid, Tarafdar Na-
zir Hossain Dhali, Ramiz 
Raja Dipankar, Sir Suku-
mar Mondal, Abdul Wajid 
Biswas, Lutfar Rahman 
Azmat Ara, Ayesha Madam 
Madhavi Farida Khatun, 

Maulana Anwar Hossain 
Qasemi and other teach-
ers were present. In addi-
tion, Managing Committee 
President Amirul Laskar, 
Secretary Jahangir Laskar 
and prominent people of 
the area were present.

The crowd of guardians 
on the playground was no-
ticeable. All the students 
participated in the game 
with a cheerful heart.

Nurul Islam Khan  
 

Like every year, this year 
too, the voluntary organi-
zation Bandish Foundation 
came forward to stand by 
the weak people

On Thursday, winter 
clothes were handed ove to 
children, women and the 
sick on behalf of the foun-
dation. Books, notebooks, 
pens and financial assis-
tance for admission were 
handed over by the invited 
guests of Bandish Founda-
tion

They said that this or-
ganization has already 
announced to undertake a 
project called Abul Amin 
Afzan Smriti Shiksha Britti 
(Scholarship) to make ar-
rangements for the inter-
est of students in studying.

In addition to the huge 
amount of various finan-
cial resources,it can be 

hoped, scholarships and in-
centive allowances that have 
been introduced by the state 
government to increase the 
motivation for education, 
if such organizations come 
forward, it can undoubted-

ly bring good results in the 
field of education and so-
ciety.On behalf of Bandish 
Foundation. Dr. Tania Islam, 
Sardar Alim, Shahnawaz 
Mondal Romeo and others  
handed over the  gifts.

MI News Service,  
Karachi: Two weeks into 
the new year, Pakistan's Ka-
rachi witnessed an alarming 
rise in fatalities from road 
accidents, robbery resis-
tance and aerial firing, ARY 
News reported on Thursday, 
quoting Chipa Foundation 
report.

According to the founda-
tion, 36 citizens lost their 
lives in various traffic ac-
cidents, while 528 others, 
including children, elderly, 
and young adults, sustained 
injuries, ARY News reported.

The Chipa Foundation 
report further highlighted 
that in incidents of robbery 
resistance, three individuals 
were killed over the past two 
weeks, while over 15 were 
injured in such incidents 
since the start of the year.

The murder of two resi-
dents in Zaman Town within 
12 days created major up-
roar. The first victim, Saahil 
Masih, was murdered during 
a robbery attempt, followed 
by Asif, who was killed at 
Ghaghar Phatak.

In another case, Hafiz 
Muzafar was shot after he 
raised an alarm upon en-
countering robbers, as per 
ARY News.

ARY News reported that 

despite such incidents, po-
lice in Malir and Korangi are 
yet to arrest any suspects in-
volved in these crimes, rais-
ing concerns over the city's 
law enforcement efficiency.

Aerial firing has also 
claimed lives, with one per-
son reported dead during the 
same period. Additionally, 11 
individuals, including nine 
men and two women, sus-
tained injuries from celebra-
tory gunfire, a practice that 
continues to pose a grave 
threat to public safety.

On Wednesday, a Karachi 
man was shot dead after 
he resisted a robbery, ARY 
News reported.

According to Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP) 
Korangi Kamran Khan, five 
robbers entered a house 
with the intention of commit-
ting a crime. As the robbers 
attempted to flee, a youth 
who had come to offer Fajr 
prayers raised an alarm, 
catching their attention. 
The SSP said that in retal-
iation, the robbers fired at 
the youth, resulting in fatal 
injuries.

Earlier a man was killed 
while resisting a robbery at-
tempt at his tyre shop near 
the government Islamia Law 
college in Karachi.

MI News Service, New Del-
hi: US President Joe Biden on 
Thursday said that the US is 
ahead of China in their compe-
tition.

Biden, while delivering his 
final address from the Oval 
Office, emphasised that the US 
should lead in the development 
of AI, and not China.

"We've pulled ahead in our 
competition with China. And 
so much more. I'm so proud of 
how much we've accomplished 
together for the American peo-
ple, and I wish the incoming ad-
ministration success. Because I 
want America to succeed," he 
said.

Biden said that as a 'Land of 
Liberty', the people must gov-
ern in the age of AI.

"In the age of AI, it's more 
important than ever that the 
people must govern. And as the 
Land of Liberty, America -- not 
China -- must lead the world in 
the development of AI," he said.

Biden flagged his concerns 
related to Artificial Intelligence 
and said that humans need to 
make sure that AI is safe for 
use.

"Nothing offers more pro-
found possibilities and risks for 
our economy, and our security, 
our society. For humanity. Arti-
ficial intelligence even has the 
potential to help us answer my 
call to end cancer as we know 
it. But unless safeguards are 
in place, AI could spawn new 
threats to our rights, our way 
of life, to our privacy, how we 

work, and how we protect our 
nation. We must make sure AI 
is safe and trustworthy and 
good for all humankind," he 
said.

Biden also emphasised on 
the need to reform the tax code, 
which will make the wealthy 
pay taxes proportionately.

"You know, in the years 
ahead, it's going to be up to the 
president, the presidency, the 
Congress, the courts, the free 
press, and the American peo-
ple to confront these powerful 
forces. We must reform the tax 
code. Not by giving the biggest 
tax cuts to billionaires, but by 
making them begin to pay their 
fair share," he said.

Biden said that the American 
constitution must be reformed, 
and 'dark money' must 'get 
out'.

"We need to get dark money 
-- that's that hidden funding be-
hind too many campaign contri-
butions -- we need to get it out 
of our politics. We need to enact 
an 18-year time limit, term lim-
it, time and term, for the stron-
gest ethics -- and the strongest 
ethics reforms for our Supreme 
Court. We need to ban members 
of Congress from trading stock 
while they are in the Congress. 
We need to amend the Constitu-
tion to make clear that no pres-
ident, no president is immune 
from crimes that he or she com-
mits while in office. The presi-
dent's power is not limit -- it is 
not absolute. And it shouldn't 
be," he said.

MI News Service,  
United Nations: UN relief 
agencies and humanitari-
ans, led by Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres wel-
comed the Gaza ceasefire 
accord reached between Is-
rael and Hamas, and called 
for a massive scaling up of 
humanitarian operations.

Guterres said the world 
body’s priority must be to 
ease suffering caused by 
the conflict once the cease-
fire takes effect, scheduled 
for Sunday, calling for rap-
id, unhindered, and safe 
humanitarian relief for all 
needy civilians, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

“It is imperative that this 
ceasefire removes the sig-
nificant security and polit-
ical obstacles to delivering 
aid across Gaza so that we 
can support a major in-
crease in urgent lifesaving 
humanitarian support. The 

humanitarian situation is 
at catastrophic levels,” he 
said.

Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
Tom Fletcher, the UN relief 
chief, said in a statement 
that the ceasefire agree-
ment offers much-needed 
hope to millions of people 
whose lives have been dev-
astated by the conflict.

Anticipating the accord, 
he said that humanitarian 
agencies have been mobil-
ising supplies outside Gaza 
to scale up aid delivery 
across the strip.

“We will do our utmost to 
respond with the ambition, 
creativity, and urgency this 
moment demands, despite 
the significant security and 
political challenges to our 
work,” Fletcher said. “To 
help us save lives, we urge 
all parties to adhere fully to 
international humanitarian 

law.”
He said that means pro-

tecting civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, allowing aid 
workers safe, unfettered 
access to people in need, 
whoever and wherever 
they are, and removing all 
obstacles to the entry of es-
sential aid.

Fletcher said it will be 
critical for the Israelis to 
enable entry of commercial 
supplies in addition to ad-
mitting to Gaza UN human-
itarians and their partners.

Catherine Russell, ex-
ecutive director of the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
welcomed the ceasefire 
announcement long over-
due for the children and 
families of Gaza who have 
endured more than a year 
of bombardment and depri-
vation and for the hostages 
in Gaza and their families 
in Israel.

MI News Service,  
Balochistan: At least seven 
people have been forcibly 
disappeared allegedly by 
Pakistani forces from dif-
ferent parts of Balochistan, 
sparking widespread pro-
tests throughout the region, 
as reported by the Baloch-
istan Post.

According to the Baloch-
istan Post, two individu-
als--Muzir, son of Nazir, 
and Jassim, son of Ahmed-
-were taken by Pakistani 
forces from the Saidan 
area of Panjgur late last 
night. In response, their 
families have organized 
a sit-in protest, blocking 
roads in Saidan and halting 
traffic in a bid to demand 
the immediate release of 
their loved ones.

The Balochistan Post 
has further reported that 
protests have also erupted 
in Khuzdar district, where 

residents are calling for 
the recovery of those forc-
ibly disappeared. In a re-
cent incident, Pakistani 
forces attempted to abduct 
Mohammad Saleem, son 
of Rustam Khan, while he 
was tending to his cattle in 
Zehri Tarasani. However, 
local residents and Sal-
eem's family intervened, 
preventing the abduction. 
Despite this, Saleem's 
family remains fearful for 
his safety, and they have 
warned authority Bilal Ba-
lochies that they will hold 
the state accountable if 
harm comes to him. Over 
the past few days, 12 in-
dividuals have reportedly 
been forcibly disappeared 
in Khuzdar tehsil, prompt-
ing families to block roads 
in protest.

In Turbat, similar inci-
dents have sparked further 
unrest. Pakistani forces are 

said to have raided homes 
in New Bahman Dannuk 
around 2 am, detaining 
Bilal Baloch, son of Haid-
er Ali, and Ismail Baloch, 
son of Hair Mohammad. 
Both men were taken to an 
unknown location, the Ba-
lochistan Post reported.

The forced disappear-
ances in Turbat have led 
to protests along the Tur-
bat-Quetta M-8 CPEC High-
way near Shapuk, where 
women, children, and 
youth have blocked the 
road. They are demand-
ing the release of Munir 
Ahmed, Shakeel Rind, and 
Sheyhaq Gulam Qadir, who 
were detained on January 
12, 2025, near the Dukram 
cattle market. Seven ad-
ditional families, whose 
relatives have also gone 
missing, have joined the 
protests, amplifying the 
growing calls for justice.

MI News Service,  
Prayagraj: The grand Maha 
Kumbh organised by the Uttar 
Pradesh government is now 
capturing global attention. 
As part of this, a 21-member 
delegation comprising repre-
sentatives from 10 different 
countries visited the Sangam 
in Prayagraj on Thursday.

Speaking to ANI, Denesh 
Persaud from Guyana, ex-
pressed his joy and fulfilment 
after taking a holy dip in the 
River Ganges

"It's a dream come true," 
Persaud said. "I always want-
ed to come here and take a 
holy dip in the River Ganges. I 
have fulfilled that wish."

Persaud encouraged others 
to participate in the event and 
experience the significance 
of the holy dip. "I encourage 
those who are here to come 
to this event and take a dip 
in the holy River Ganges," he 
added.

Sally El Azab from Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, is among 
the many international pil-
grims who have travelled to 
Prayagraj, to experience the 
Kumbh Mela, the largest re-
ligious gathering in the world.

"I am coming from the 
Middle East to India...It is a 
wonderful event," El Azab 
said, praising the organisa-
tion of the event. "It is the 
largest religious gathering in 
the world...Here, everything 

is well organised to another 
level. The police are there for 
safety. The government has 
arranged it all very well," he 
added.

The delegation, invited by 
the External Publicity and 
Public Diplomacy Division of 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Government of India, 
arrived on Wednesday. Ar-
rangements for the delega-
tion's stay have been made 
at the Tent City in Arail, de-
veloped by the Uttar Pradesh 
State Tourism Development 
Corporation.

The international delega-
tion includes representatives 
from Fiji, Finland, Guyana, 
Malaysia, Mauritius, Singa-
pore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Thousands of devotees 

took a holy dip at Triveni 
Sangam here on Thursday 
morning, the fourth day of 
the 45-day-long Maha Kum-
bh.

Over 6 crore devotees have 
participated in the world's 
biggest religious congrega-
tion; over 3.5 crore on the 
occasion of Makar Sankranti 
on January 14. Meanwhile, 
given the massive influx of 
pilgrims, the Prayagraj ad-
ministration has established 
an AI-based computerized 
lost and found centre.

Sharing details about 
the centre, Additional Mela 
Adhikari Vivek Chaturvedi 
told ANI, "An AI-based lost 
and found centre has been 
set up. Arrangements are 
made there for accommoda-
tion, clothes and food for the 
people who are lost... 

MI News Service,  
Mumbai: Speaking out on 
the attack on actor Saif Ali 
Khan after his government 
faced flak from opposition 
leaders and some people 
from the film fraternity, 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis - who 
also holds the Home port-
folio - has said what hap-
pened was unfortunate, but 
it would not be correct to 
say that Mumbai is unsafe. 

Speaking to reporters on 
Thursday afternoon after 
attending a special screen-
ing of the movie 'Emer-
gency', starring Kangana 
Ranaut, Mr Fadnavis said, 
"Among all the megacities 
in the country, Mumbai is 
the safest. It is true that 
some incidents take place 
sometimes and they should 
be treated with seriousness 
but to say, based on one in-
cident, that Mumbai is un-
safe would not be correct. 
This tarnishes Mumbai's 

image. But the government 
is working to make Mumbai 
even safer."

After the early morning 
burglary attempt at Saif Ali 
Khan's home in Bandra, 
during which the actor was 
stabbed six times but is out 
of danger, Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Balasaheb Thacker-
ay) leader and Rajya Sabha 
MP Priyanka Chaturvedi 
was among the first to hit 
out at the government, ask-
ing, "If celebrities are not 
safe, who in Mumbai is?"

"What a shame that 
Mumbai sees another 
high-profile attempt on life, 
the attack on Saif Ali Khan 
yet again raises questions 
on Mumbai Police and the 
Home Minister. This is after 
a series of incidents that 
show there is a deliber-
ate attempt to undermine 
Mumbai by targeting big 
names," she wrote on X.

The MP also brought up 
the murder of former Ma-

harashtra minister Baba 
Siddique in October last 
year and the firing outside 
actor Salman Khan's home 
in April. Both of these inci-
dents had also taken place 
in Bandra, which is one of 
Mumbai's poshest areas 
and is home to many of the 
city's rich and famous. 

'In A Shambles'
Expressing relief that 

Mr Khan is stable, Aaditya 
Thackeray, who is also a 
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader and 
son of former chief minister 
Uddhav Thackeray, said the 
incident highlights the poor 
law and order situation 
under the BJP-led govern-
ment in the state.

The intrusion and knife 
attack on Saif Ali Khan is 
shocking.

We are relieved to hear 
that he is stable and re-
covering, and we pray that 
tough times are over, and 
he bounces back to normal-
cy at the earliest.

MI News Service,  
Taipei: China's develop-
ment of "special-purpose 
barges" has raised alarm 
among analysts, fuelling 
concerns over the country's 
potential plans to invade 
Taiwan, as reported by Ra-
dio Free Asia.

RFA reported that ac-
cording to experts, these 
vessels could enhance Bei-
jing's ability to rapidly de-
ploy troops and equipment 
to Taiwan, particularly in 
the face of challenges posed 
by the island's rough, diffi-
cult-to-navigate waters.

At least five of these mas-
sive barges are being built 
at Guangzhou Shipyard In-
ternational (GSI) on Longx-
ue Island, a facility known 
for constructing unconven-
tional vessels. The barges, 
which are flat-bottomed for 
optimal use in shallow wa-
ters, are designed to carry 

heavy cargo, including mil-
itary vehicles, and unload 
efficiently without the need 
for port infrastructure.

According to RFA, the 
barges feature unusually 
long road bridges, exceed-
ing 120 meters (393 feet), 
that extend from their 
fronts. This design enables 
them to reach coastal roads 
or hard surfaces beyond 
beaches, facilitating the off-
loading of trucks and tanks. 
Some barges are also 
equipped with "jack-up" 
pillars, which can stabilize 
the platform in rough sea 
conditions, ensuring that 
unloading operations can 
continue even in adverse 
weather.

Radio Free Asia report-
ed that Chieh Chung, a re-
search fellow at Taiwan's 
Association of Strategic 
Foresight, explained that 
China has been working 

for over two decades to im-
prove its "pier-free unload-
ing" capability. While previ-
ous attempts, such as using 
floating bridges and arti-
ficial piers, faced difficul-
ties in rough seas, the new 
barges address these issues 
by operating closer to shore 
and using the road bridges' 
pillar support to counteract 
challenging conditions.

Michael Hunzeker, as-
sociate director at George 
Mason University's Center 
for Security Policy Studies, 
noted that these develop-
ments underscore Beijing's 
serious intentions regard-
ing Taiwan, RFA reported.

He suggested that the 
construction of these ves-
sels signals that China con-
tinues to view force as a vi-
able option for achieving its 
goal of annexing Taiwan, a 
region it considers a part of 
its territory. 

MI News Service, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa: A convoy 
transporting food and med-
ical supplies to Parachinar 
was attacked in the Bagan 
area of Lower Kurram on 
Thursday, according to po-
lice officials.

The attack disrupted the 
delivery of essential goods 
to a region already grap-
pling with severe shortag-
es due to prolonged road 
blockades, Dawn reported.

The region has seen on-
going clashes rooted in 
decades-old land disputes, 
leading to at least 130 
deaths since November. 
These disputes, along with 
road blockages, have left 
Parachinar facing critical 
shortages of food and med-
icine, with roads remaining 
blocked for weeks, cutting 
off vital supplies.

Despite a peace agree-
ment signed on January 
1, restoring full access to 
the key route connecting 
Parachinar has proven 
difficult. A previous gov-
ernment convoy was am-
bushed near Bagan on Jan-
uary 4, injuring Kurram's 
deputy commissioner and 
stranding the vehicles.

Efforts to stabilise the 
region have been ongoing. 
On Monday, Barrister Mo-
hammad Ali Saif, Adviser to 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister, confirmed 
that steps outlined in the 

peace agreement, such 
as dismantling bunkers 
in Kurram, had begun. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif expressed optimism 
on Tuesday, stating, "The 
situation in Kurram is re-
turning to normal," after 
a second convoy of 25 ve-
hicles successfully reached 
the district with essential 
supplies.

However, Thursday's 
attack underscored the 
region's continuing volatil-
ity. Hangu Assistant Com-
missioner Saeed Mannan 
confirmed that a convoy of 
35 vehicles, en route from 
Thall to Parachinar, came 
under fire. "The adminis-
tration is working to bring 
the situation under control 
after the attack in Bagan," 
he said. Sajid Turi, a former 
federal minister from Kur-
ram, described the inten-
sity of the assault, noting 
that both small and large 
weapons were used in the 
attack.

Despite the January 1 
peace agreement, Parachi-
nar remains isolated, with 

road access still blocked, 
worsening the region's hu-
manitarian crisis.

The ongoing blockade, 
now exceeding two months, 
has caused severe shortag-
es of food, medicine, and 
other vital supplies, affect-
ing around 500,000 resi-
dents.

Sajid Turi emphasised 
that the government must 
ensure the safe passage 
of convoys. "If the govern-
ment fails to resolve the 
issue, it will only worsen," 
he said.

Turi criticised the gov-
ernment for not consulting 
the jirga on decisions and 
claimed militants in Kur-
ram have outside support. 
Meanwhile, local authori-
ties continue to push for re-
opening access routes, with 
some frustration as vehi-
cles have already returned 
to Peshawar due to the lack 
of progress.

Turi also cast doubt on 
the effectiveness of such 
convoys in addressing the 
long-term needs of the re-
gion, stating, "It is too little, 
and there is no guarantee 
when another convoy will 
be allowed to proceed." Or-
akzai, a local jirga member, 
also called for the recon-
struction of Bagan Bazaar, 
destroyed in a November 
attack, urging its rebuilding 
to match Miramshah Ba-
zaar in North Waziristan.

Sports at Ghutiari Senior Madrasah

Bandish Foundation came forward 
to stand by the weak people

At least seven people forcibly disappeared in 
Balochistan, triggering widespread unrest

Maha Kumbh Goes Global: 21-member team 
from 10 countries visits Sangam in Prayagraj

UN agencies welcome Gaza ceasefire 
amid frustration in aid delivery

Not correct to call Mumbai unsafe: Devendra 
Fadnavis after Saif Ali Khan attack

36 reported dead, 528 
injured in Karachi in 2025

We've pulled ahead in our 
competition with China, 
US President Biden says

China's new "special-purpose barges" 
heighten fears of Taiwan invasion

Convoy carrying aid attacked in 
Kurram: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police

Kolkata, Friday
17 January 2025

Dr. Tania Islam handing over gifts to Shambhu Ruida  who is suffering from osteoporosis.

The four-day Tatiny Drama Festival, which entered its seventh year, was recently held. This 
drama was organized by Salkia Agantuk Natya Sangstha. This drama festival was celebrated 
with a collection of different plays every evening. A total of 12 groups participated. The play was 
inaugurated by noted playwright and director Bijoy Mukherjee, noted playwright, director Murari 
Mukherjee, North Howrah MLA Gautam Chowdhury. The play festival was held at Salkia Anglo 
Sanskrit High School � PIC: Nurul Islam Khan
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SPORTS &

Gautam Gambhir spoke about 'indiscipline' in
dressing room during BCCI meeting: Sources

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Following a
disappointing display of cricket in
Sri Lanka, Australia as well as in
the home series against New
Zealand, India head coach
Gautam Gambhir opened up
about 'indiscipline' in the Indian
dressing room during the review
meeting on Thursday, according
to a source from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India.

The former Indian opener said
that indiscipline is the reason why
BCCI will be going back to pre-
Covid rules of allowing families for
two weeks of the tour. Gambhir
and the players were on the same
page on the topic of family stay.

There were some more points
in the meeting which were high-
lighted by Gambhor during the
meeting. The 43-year-old said that
only one team dinner happened
during the 1.5-month-long tour in
Australia.

There were also talks on the
match fees in the meeting. One
senior player who was in the
meeting suggested the idea to the

Indian Cricket Board of not dis-
tributing the match fee because
players are not giving priority to
domestic and national teams.

According to a source from the
BCCI, Team India assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate and Abhishek
Nayar's roles are under scanner
as the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) aren't happy with
the apparent 'Kolkata Knight
Riders touch' in the team manage-
ment. Former Indian all-rounder
Abhishek Nayar and former
Netherlands star Ryan Ten
Doeschate joined Team India's
support staff as assistant coaches
during the white-ball tour of Sri
Lanka. Nayar and Doeschate were
also the assistant coaches at KKR
and worked with Gambhir.

BCCI sources also said that for-
mer Saurashtra cricketer
Sitanshu Kotak is set to join Team
India as an assistant batting coach
soon.

Sitanshu Kotak played 130
first-class matches and 211
innings, where he scored 8061

runs at an average of 41.76, laced
with 15 centuries and 55 half-cen-
turies in first-class cricket. He also
appeared in 89 List A matches,
where he scored 3083 runs in 86
innings at an average of 42.23.

This development comes
ahead of the upcoming home
series against England, where
India will play 5 T20Is followed by
3 ODIs.

It is also understood that on
the sidelines of the first T20 vs
England in Kolkata, a meeting
may happen between Gautam
Gambhir and BCCI.

Top seamer Mohammed Shami
made a return to the India squad
as the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) on Saturday
announced the 15-member squad
for the upcoming T20I series
against England.

The five-match T20I series will
kick off on January 22 in Kolkata.
The second and third matches will
be held on January 25 and 28 in
Chennai and Rajkot, respectively.
The fourth game of the series will

be played on January 31 in Pune.
Mumbai will host the final match
of the T20I series on February 2.

India's squad for the T20I
series: Suryakumar Yadav (C),
Sanju Samson (WK), Abhishek
Sharma, Tilak Varma, Hardik
Pandya, Rinku Singh, Nitish
Kumar Reddy, Axar Patel (VC),
Harshit Rana, Arshdeep Singh,
Mohammad Shami, Varun
Chakravarthy, Ravi Bishnoi,
Washington Sundar, Dhruv Jurel
(WK).

England T20I Squad for T20I
series: Jos Buttler (C), Rehan
Ahmed, Jofra Archer, Gus
Atkinson, Jacob Bethell, Harry
Brook, Brydon Carse, Ben
Duckett, Jamie Overton, Jamie
Smith, Liam Livingstone, Adil
Rashid, Saqib Mahmood, Phil Salt,
Mark Wood. (ANI)

Speaking about the BGT 2024-
25 series, team India conceded a
disappointing 3-1 defeat to
Australia in the recently conclud-
ed Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024-
25 and lost the opportunity to

qualify for the World Test
Championship (WTC) Final at
Lord's.

Skipper Rohit Sharma and star
batter Virat Kohli came under fire
for an underwhelming Border-
Gavaskar Trophy campaign and
overall a very disappointing
2024/25 season of Test cricket.
Sharma (31 runs in three matches
and five innings at an average of
6.20) and Virat Kohli (190 runs in
five matches and nine innings at
an average of 23.75 with a centu-
ry) lacked big time with the bat.
Virat fell for the outside-off-stump
trap throughout the series, most
notably by pacer Scott Boland who
dismissed him four times.

The 2024-25 season of Tests
has been miserable for 'Ro-Ko'
(Rohit and Kohli). While Rohit
scored just 164 runs in eight
matches and 15 innings at an
average of 10.93 with best score
of 52, Virat scored a shambolic
382 runs in 10 matches and 19
innings at an average of 22.87,
with just a century and fifty each.

PC JHA

RANCHI : Ranchiites would wit-
ness the excitement of Men's HIL
encounter after Women's Hockey
India League matches scheduled
on January 18 when Hederabad
Tufan will take on Tamil Nadu
Dragon at the Jaipal Singh Munda
Astroturf Stadium, Morhabadi
from 6 pm while Gonasika Vizag
would meet UP Rudras at 8pm on
the same day.

The Gonasika Vizag team
sweated it out on Thursday at the
Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh
AstroTurf Hockey Stadium. Led
by former Indian captain
Manpreet Singh, they are prepar-
ing for their upcoming match
against UP Rudras on January 18.
Currently, Gonasika Vizag is
placed second last on the Hero
Hockey India League 2024-25

men's table, with 7 points from
six games.

Hyderabad Toofans Update
The Hyderabad Toofans also

practiced today at the Marang

Gomke Jaipal Singh AstroTurf
Hockey Stadium. The team, led by
captain Sumit and coached by
Pasha, is gearing up for their next
game against the Tamil Nadu

Dragons on 18 January 18.
Currently, they hold the third

spot on the Hero Hockey India
League 2024-25 men's table, with
10 points from six games.

Ireland penalised for slow
over-rate in 3rd Women's
ODI game against India
RAJKOT (GUJARAT) [INDIA] : Ireland on Thursday was penalised
for a slow over-rate in the recently concluded third Women's ODI
game against India, as reported by ICC.

Match Referee GS Lakshmi of the ICC International Panel of
Match Referees imposed the sanction after Ireland was found to be
two overs short of the required target, even after accounting for time
allowances.

As per Article 2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct for Players and
Player Support Personnel, which pertains to minimum over-rate
offences players are fined five per cent of their match fee for every
over their side fails to bowl within the allotted time.

The charge was levelled by on-field umpires Kim Cotton and
Akshay Totre, along with third umpire Virender Sharma and fourth
umpire Vrinda Rathi.

Ireland captain Gaby Lewis accepted the sanction and pled guilty
to the offence, eliminating the need for a formal hearing. India won
the third ODI between the two sides, securing a record victory to take
the series 3-0.

In the third ODI match of the series, opener Pratika Rawal's
exceptional batting performance stormed the Indian side to a mam-
moth victory of 304 runs over Ireland Women in the third and final
ODI of the series at the Niranjan Shah Stadium in Rajkot on
Wednesday.

Chasing a huge total of 436 runs in the last match of the series,
the visitors were bundled out for a mere total of 131 runs in the 32nd
over of the inning.

The run-getters for Ireland's side in this match were Sarah
Forbes (41 runs off 44 balls with seven fours) and Orla Prendergast
(36 runs from 43 balls, six fours). Leah Paul (15 runs in 25 balls with
two fours) and Laura Delany (10 runs off 20 balls, 1 four) also scored
some runs for their team but it was enough.

For India, three wickets were snapped by Deepti Sharma in her
spell of 8.4 overs where she conceded just 27 runs and bowled two
maiden overs. Two wickets were grabbed by Tanuja Kanwar in her
nine overs where she gave away 31 runs and bowled two maiden
overs. 

WPL 2025: MUMBAI
INDIANS UNVEIL NEW
JERSEY DESIGN 
CELEBRATING 
MODERNITY, HERITAGE

MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) :
Mumbai Indians revealed their
new WPL 2025 team jersey on
Thursday, featuring a distinc-
tive design that pays homage
to Mumbai's coastal heritage
while embracing modernity.

The jersey maintains the
team's signature blue and gold
while introducing striking
coral accents, creating a per-
fect blend of tradition and con-
temporary style, according to
the MI media team.

The design draws inspira-
tion from Mumbai's iconic
coastline, incorporating a
unique pattern that symbolizes
the steadfast rocks along the
Arabian Sea. This element
represents the team's unwa-
vering determination and
resilience, qualities that define
both the city of Mumbai and its
cricket team.

"The carefully chosen
palette tells its own story, the
classic blue represents the
team's strong foundation and
trustworthy character, while
the gold elements symbolize
their championship aspira-
tions. The addition of coral
brings a fresh energy to the
design, marking an exciting
new chapter in the team's
journey," the franchise's media
team stated. The inaugural
Women's Premier League
(WPL) champions, Mumbai
Indians have retained a strong
core, including skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, West
Indies star Hayley Matthews,
England's Nat Sciver-Brunt,
and New Zealand's Amelia
Kerr. The retained players also
include Amandeep Kaur,
Amanjot Kaur, South Africa's
Chloe Tryon, Jintimani Kalita,
Keerthana B, Pooja Vastrakar,
Saika Ishaque, Sajana
Sajeevan, South African pace
veteran Shabnim Ismail, and
Indian wicketkeeper-batter
Yastika Bhatia. During the
mini-auction, Mumbai Indians,
added four players to complete
the 18-member squad by get-
ting South African all-rounder
Nadine de Klerk and Madhya
Pradesh all-rounder Sanskriti
Gupta and Rajasthan pacer
Akshita Maheshwari in addi-
tion to Kamalini. After winning
the inaugural title in 2023, MI
were eliminated by eventual
champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) in the WPL
2024 eliminator.Mumbai
Indians also  managed to add
the highly rated and much cov-
eted G Kamalini to the roster.
The 16-year-old from Tamil
Nadu made her India U19
debut against Pakistan U19s in
the U19 Asia Cup. In the auc-
tion, the 16-year-old's bid was
zoomed to Rs 1.6 crore and
confirmed her spot in the
Mumbai-based franchise's
squad.

MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) :
The Indian Super League (ISL)
2024-25 season has delivered its
dose of excitement, but as the
race for playoffs intensifies, one
tactical element has stood out --
set-pieces. Be it perfectly execut-
ed free-kicks, clever corners, or
clinical penalties, set-pieces have
been pivotal in defining team
performances this season.

With Mohun Bagan Super
Giant sitting comfortably atop the
table (35) and teams in the mid-
dle vying for crucial playoff
spots, the ability to capitalize on
dead-ball scenarios is shaping
the fortunes of many, according
to a release from ISL.

At this stage of the league,
Odisha FC and NorthEast United
FC have scored the joint-most
goals (31) closely followed by the
Mariners (30). While there have
been some exceptional goals
from open play, set-pieces have
also been instrumental in teams'
gameplays this season, with units
resorting to them regularly to

break down the opponents.
Leading the table with 35

points, Mohun Bagan has show-
cased remarkable efficiency, with
half of their 30 goals coming
from set-pieces. Greg Stewart's
pinpoint deliveries and the fin-
ishing prowess of Alberto
Rodriguez (4), Tom Aldred (2),
and Subhasish Bose (3) have
made them a force to reckon
with. Their ability to find the net
through set-pieces has been a
consistent fallback when the
team isn't firing on all cylinders.

Odisha FC (31 goals), with 12
goals from set-pieces, has thrived
on the brilliance of Ahmed
Jahouh and Hugo Boumous,
while Diego Mauricio's flair for
free-kicks has been nothing short
of sensational. The Brazilian is
easily one of the best free-kick
takers in the league right now as
he possesses the ability to score
some stunners from absolutely
dire situations. He has recorded
11 goal contributions, comprising
seven goals and four assists this

season.
Meanwhile, Jamshedpur FC,

powered by their star quartet of
Jordan Murray, Javier Siverio,
Javi Hernandez, and Rei
Tachikawa, have struck 10 goals
from set-pieces, underlining their
tactical nous. The quartet has
contributed to 18 of the team's
22 goals this season, showcasing
the relentless consistency and
impact of their attacking contin-
gent.

With 13 goals conceded from
set-pieces, Kerala Blasters FC's
defensive (27 goals conceded)
vulnerabilities have been
exposed time and again. The
team has lacked a leader of men
in their backline, someone who
can marshal the troops and keep
the defence together all the time.

A standout performer in
dead-ball defence, conceding just
three goals from set-pieces
despite overall defensive chal-
lenges. The likes of Hijazi Maher,
Hector Yuste, Anwar Ali and
Lalchungnunga haven't been

regularly robust, with East
Bengal conceding 21 goals in 15
matches this season.

Bengaluru FC (BFC) and
Hyderabad FC (both 10) have
conceded the second-most goals
from set-pieces. The Blues (BFC)
hadn't conceded a single goal in
their first five games but in the
next 10 games, the floodgates
opened as they conceded as
many as 20 goals. What looked
like an organised backline has
suddenly become prone to
errors, opening opportunities for
their opponents.

As the league heads into its
final stretch, set-pieces are prov-
ing to be the difference-makers
in a tightly contested season. For
title favourites like Mohun
Bagan, their dominance in this
area adds an extra layer of secu-
rity. For others like Odisha FC
and Jamshedpur FC, it repre-
sents an opportunity to stay com-
petitive, while teams with defen-
sive frailties need urgent adjust-
ments to avoid slipping down the

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former
Saurashtra cricketer Sitanshu
Kotak is set to join Team India as
an assistant batting coach soon,
according to Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) sources.

Sitanshu Kotak played 130
first-class matches and 211
innings, where he scored 8061
runs at an average of 41.76, laced
with 15 centuries and 55 half-cen-
turies in first-class cricket. He also
appeared in 89 List A matches,
where he scored 3083 runs in 86
innings at an average of 42.23.

This development comes
ahead of the upcoming home
series against England, where
India will play 5 T20Is followed by
3 ODIs.

According to a source from the
BCCI, Team India assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate and Abhishek
Nayar's roles are under scanner
as the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) aren't happy with
the apparent 'Kolkata Knight
Riders touch' in the team manage-
ment.

Former Indian all-rounder
Abhishek Nayar and former

Netherlands star Ryan Ten
Doeschate joined Team India's
support staff as assistant coaches
during the white-ball tour of Sri
Lanka. Nayar and Doeschate were
also the assistant coaches at KKR
and worked with Gambhir.

Under Gambhir's mentorship,
the Kolkata-based franchise won
the 2024 edition of the Indian
Premier League after beating
Sunrisers Hyderabad by eight
wickets.

Meanwhile, Team India con-
ceded a disappointing 3-1 defeat
to Australia in the recently con-
cluded Border-Gavaskar Trophy
2024-25 and lost the opportunity
to qualify for the World Test
Championship (WTC) Final at
Lord's.

Skipper Rohit Sharma and star
batter Virat Kohli came under fire
for an underwhelming Border-
Gavaskar Trophy campaign and
overall a very disappointing
2024/25 season of Test cricket.
Sharma (31 runs in three matches
and five innings at an average of
6.20) and Virat Kohli (190 runs in
five matches and nine innings at

an average of 23.75 with a centu-
ry) lacked big time with the bat.
Virat fell for the outside-off-stump
trap throughout the series, most
notably by pacer Scott Boland who
dismissed him four times.

The 2024-25 season of Tests
has been miserable for 'Ro-Ko'

(Rohit and Kohli). While Rohit
scored just 164 runs in eight
matches and 15 innings at an
average of 10.93 with best score
of 52, Virat scored a shambolic
382 runs in 10 matches and 19
innings at an average of 22.87,
with just a century and fifty each.

Men's HIL matches on January 18

Gonasika Vizag sweat it out at Jaipal Singh Astroturf

Shitanshu Kotak to join Team India 
as assistant batting coach: BCCI Source

Set-pieces take centre stage: Game-changers in ISL 2024-25's playoffs race


