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Unlike other parties,all TMC workers
must follow  discipline,as no one is

above the party, says Abhishek Banerjee

Over 1.1 crore pilgrims gather
at Gangasagar Mela  amid 
unprecedented challenges

India is becoming a major 
maritime power, says PM Modi

Building collapse in Baghajatin: Promoter and residents face FIR; demolition underway
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Demand to grant national fair status to 
Ganga Sagar Mela gains momentum

SUMAN GANGULY

GANGASAGAR:The movement to designate
the Ganga Sagar Mela as a national fair has
gained new traction, with ISKCON and
prominent religious leaders standing in sup-
port of West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s long-standing demand. Despite
repeated appeals, the central government is
yet to accord national fair status to this his-
toric event, a decision that has sparked dis-
content among the state’s leaders and
religious organizations.

Highlighting the disparity in central as-
sistance, Mamata Banerjee has criticized the
Union government for providing thousands
of crores of rupees to the Kumbh Mela, while
allocating nearly zero fund  to Ganga Sagar.
On Tuesday, Shankaracharya Jhinjananan-
daji Maharaj of Puri  fully supported Mamata
Banerjee’s demand. Joining the call,
ISKCON’s public relations officer in Mayapur,
Rasik Gaurang Das, who also extended his
support,  said   “I want this fair to be recog-
nized as a national fair because of its unique
history. However, I am unsure of the criteria
for such a designation.” ISKCON has played

a pivotal role in helping pilgrims, providing
free medical care to thousands and distrib-

uting free meals during the fair. However, in-
frastructure challenges remained a signifi-
cant hurdle. Mamata Banerjee also
highlighted the lack of central assistance for
constructing a bridge over the Muriganga
River, a vital link to the fairground. The state
government has already initiated the Ganga
Sagar Bridge project, investing �1,200 crores.
Adding to the political discourse, BJP state
president and Union Minister of State
Sukanta Majumdar, who visited Ganga Sagar
for a holy dip, stated that if the BJP comes to
power in West Bengal, the fair would be
granted national status. Rasik Gaurang Das,
however, dismissed any political involve-
ment, saying, “We do not understand or
want politics in Ganga Sagar. There are
enough reasons to make this a national fair,
but infrastructure development is crucial.”
As the fair grows in significance, attracting
millions of pilgrims annually, the demand for
national recognition is increasingly seen as
both logical and necessary. Advocates argue
that the central government’s support could
transform Ganga Sagar Mela into a globally
recognized spiritual event while preserving
its cultural and historical legacy. 

SUMAN GANGULY

GANGASAGAR: The Gangasagar Mela has
become a spiritual epicenter, with the
number of pilgrims exceeding 1.1 crore
this year, as announced by West Bengal
Minister Aroop Biswas during a press
conference on Wednesday. Describing the
event as a "sea of humanity," Biswas em-
phasized the unwavering devotion that
drew crowds despite harsh winter condi-
tions. Pilgrims began assembling as early
as 6 a.m. to take the final holy dip at the
confluence of the Ganga and the sea. The
sacred Makar Sankranti ritual com-
menced on Tuesday at 6:58 a.m., and
thousands continued to participate even
in the following day. However, the event
witnessed a tragic incident as a pilgrim
named Nath from Uttar Pradesh died. The
government has stated that  several criti-
cally ill  devotees were airlifted to hospi-
tals for emergency treatment.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee re-
cently compared Gangasagar Mela with

this year’s Maha Kumbh Mela in Praya-
graj in Uttar Pradesh, asserting, “This is
no less than the Kumbh Mela, rather it is
even bigger!” Highlighting the event's
scale, she noted that it attracts devotees
from across the nation, requiring multi-
lingual announcements to cater to the di-
verse crowd.

According to minister Biswas, this
year’s pilgrimage started on January 1
and continued till the Makar Sankranti on
Tuesday. However, the extensive use of
plastic from Jetty No. 1 to Jetty No. 6 has
raised environmental concerns. Despite
efforts like the "Clean Ganga" initiative,
the administration has expressed  con-
cern over the waste accumulation. A
large-scale cleanup drive is set to begin
on Thursday morning.

Considered the second-largest gather-
ing  in the world after the Maha Kumbh
Mela, Gangasagar Mela faces numerous
other challenges beyond environmental
issues. Heightened security measures
have been implemented amid reports of
illegal cross-border migration from
Bangladesh, where tensions are rising.
Authorities are actively engaged in iden-
tifying infiltrators entering without proper
documentation.

To prevent potential threats, en-
hanced patrolling  by security forces have
been deployed, including the use of
trained sniffer dogs, Bosco and Maxie.

Despite these challenges, the Gan-
gasagar Mela remains a testament to the
enduring faith of millions, solidifying its
place as a spiritual and cultural phenom-
enon in India. 

Pilgrims return home by boat after taking a holy dip and attending the Gangasagar Mela on the occasion of 'Makar Sankranti'
at Gangasagar Island in South 24 Parganas. Pic Prabir Bhattacharya 

MI News Service, Mumbai:
After  commissioning of
three ‘Made in India’ naval
warships for the Navy on
Wednesday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said
“we are becoming a major
maritime power and is
being recognised as a reli-
able and responsible part-
ner in the world”. 

Speaking after com-
missioning a destroyer, a
frigate and a submarine,
all indigenously built state
of the art warships here,
PM Modi said India has al-
ways supported an open,
secure, inclusive and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific region.

He said this is for the
first time that a destroyer,
a frigate and a submarine
were commissioned to-
gether for the Indian Navy
and that all the three are
'Made in India'.

The 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat' initiative has made
the country strong and
self-reliant, the prime min-
ister said. 

"We should become a
global partner in securing
the sea from drugs,
weapons and terrorism
and make it safe and pros-
perous. India is becoming
a major maritime power
and is being recognised as
a reliable and responsible

partner," he said adding
that In the Indian Ocean
region, India has emerged
as the "first responder".

The prime minister
also noted that India is
going to play a major role
in giving a direction to the
global security, economy
and geopolitical dynamics.

''It is important to pro-
tect the territorial waters,
freedom of navigation, and
secure trade supply lines
and sea routes,'' he said
and added that India is
working for development,
and not  for expansionism. 

He said 33 ships and
seven submarines have
been inducted into the
Navy in the last 10
years.India's defence pro-
duction has crossed Rs
1.25 lakh crore and de-

fence equipment have
been exported to more
than 100 countries, he
added.

Earlier in the morning,
Indian Navy warships INS
Surat, INS Nilgiri and INS
Vaghsheer were commis-
sioned at the Naval Dock-
yard here in the presence
of PM Modi.

INS Nilgiri, the lead
ship of the Project 17A
stealth frigate class, repre-
sents a significant ad-
vancement over the
Shivalik-class frigates.

Designed by the Indian
Navy’s Warship Design Bu-
reau and built at the
Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders Limited (MDL), it
incorporates 
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MI News Service, Kolkata: Describ-
ing that internal squabbling within
any political party is quite natural,
All India Trinamool Congress Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Banerjee,
has emphasized that  each and every
party worker must follow party dis-
cipline as  "No one is above the
party.”.

He said “if someone thinks that
he is someone special and take any
wrong step, the party will not hesi-
tate to  initiate stern action against
him."

Addressing the TMC workers
after attending a 'Sevashray' camp
in  his constituency on Wednesday,
the  MP  from Diamond Harbour said
soon after the murder of TMC leader
Dulal Sarkar in Malda on January 2,
the party’s  district leader Naren-
dranath Tiwari was  not only ar-
rested for his alleged involvement  in
the crime, but was immediately ex-
pelled from TMC  also.

About the brutal killing of a TMC
worker  in Kaliachak, also of Malda
district on Tuesday, allegedly as a re-
sult of  infighting within the party,
Abhishek Banerjee said both the
state government  as well as the
party have initiatied stern action
against all those responsible for the
heinious crime.

He said “in West Bengal all Inves-
tigations are conducted without
looking at any party colour, and
without the idea of framing someone
from the opposition political party. In
fact Investigations are conducted
here as investigations. No matter
who is involved . Remember that the
name of the Chief minister of this
state is Mamata Banerjee. She is also
the supreme leader of Trinamool
Congress”, Abhishek said and  once
again cited the example of the arrest
of a TMC leader in the Dulal Sarkar
murder case.

The Trinamool All India General
Secretary claimed that there is no
such example in the previous Left

Front regime of such impartial and
quick action as they used to hide the
guilty. Whosoever he might be.

In this connection the TMC Gen-
eral Secretary asked "can you ever
show that a BJP leader has been ar-
rested in a crime in Uttar Pradesh?
We investigate like an investigating
agency. If someone is involved in a
crime, no matter what political party
he belongs to  and no matter what
religion or caste he belongs to, a
guilty person is a  guilty person. A
criminal has no caste or religion. We
will take action. No one will get away
with the criminals.'' About the al-
leged  increase in the number of fac-
tional  feud within the party recently,
Abhishek Banerjee  said “when a po-
litical party grows big, it is natural to
have factional conflicts. Is there no
factional conflict in the BJP? When
the CPM was in power in the state,
was there no factional conflict?'' Ab-
hishek asked adding ''If there are six

people in a house, four people quar-
rel. There is a party where there are
hundreds of office bearers, there can
be differences, disagreements. That
is quite natural.'' 

Abhishek, however, made it clear
that Trinamool Congress  has al-
ready activated its party machinery
for repairing this rift and added that
"If anyone  tried to weaken the party
in any way in the past , the party's
disciplinary committee  took action
against him. “There will be no excep-
tion to this in  future  too. If anyone
is involved in any crime, the police
and administration will take  imme-
diate action against him. No one will
be spared." He further asserted that
"even a booth-level worker of Tri-
namool  Congress  has to follow dis-
cipline, I too have to follow that
discipline as the All India General
Secretary . But if anyone  thinks of
himself as someone special, he has
no place in the party. No one is above
the party and the doors of Trinamool
Congress  will be closed on them for
ever. We all have to be humble and
those who think that they will run the
party by being arrogant are in real
danger because we are responsible
to the people. The CPM used to make
the same mistake. The BJP is making
the same mistake in other states”, he
said. He said After the Samajwadi
Party, the Trinamool Congress has
extended its support to the Aam
Aadmi Party for the upcoming Delhi
elections and questioned “Why
should we help the BJP by not sup-
porting AAP?”  Abhishek Banerjee
says, “When the INDIA alliance was
formed, we decided that wherever
the regional parties are strong, let
them take the fight against BJP. For
example DMK in Tamil Nadu, JMM in
Jharkhand. So in Delhi, who do you
think can beat the BJP? It’s AAP. So
why shall I not support the party that
can defeat the BJP? Ultimately that’s
the cause. Why shall we help the BJP
by not supporting AAP?...

Mamata Banerjee
steps in to 
resolve dispute
over Cooperative
Bank Election
MI News Service,
Kolkata: Internal con-
flicts within the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC)
were swiftly addressed
with the intervention of
TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee. The situation,
stemming from a cooper-
ative bank election, was
carefully managed after
efforts by state party
president Subrata Bak-
shi to mediate failed..
Recognizing the need for
resolution, Mamata took
proactive steps to ensure
harmony within the
party. On Wednesday,
she issued clear instruc-
tions over the phone,
demonstrating her lead-
ership quality and com-
mitment to maintaining
unity and stability within
the TMC. 

The director elec-
tions for the Kanthi Co-
operative Bank are
scheduled for January
31, 2025, with the
elected directors to sub-
sequently choose the
Bank's chairman. How-
ever, party infighting es-
calated before the
election, as 30 nomina-
tions were submitted for
the 15 director positions.
After receiving approval
from both Subrata Bak-
shi and Mamata Baner-
jee, a list of candidates
was sent to Akhil Giri, a
former minister and dis-
trict president, via What-
sApp. However,
allegations surfaced that
the list favored Giri’s
supporters, which led to
resistance from leaders
aligned with the Uttam
Barik faction. 

To address the grow-
ing conflict, Subrata
Bakshi convened a meet-
ing at his residence in
Bhawanipur on Wednes-
day, inviting Akhil Giri,
Uttam Barik, district leg-
islators, and other key
party leaders. During the
meeting, Bakshi made a
phone call to Mamata
Banerjee, who directly
conveyed her message to
the gathered leaders.
Mamata firmly in-
structed that Bakshi’s
panel should be ac-
cepted as final, and any-
one attempting to create
an alternative panel
must immediately with-
draw their efforts.  Addi-
tionally, Mamata
announced that she
ould personally select
the chairman and vice-
chairman of the 
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BNP demands general election by
July-August in Bangladesh

MI News Service, Dhaka : Turning down
the recent announcement of  Chief Adviser
of the interim government Muhammad
Yunus that  General election in Bangladesh
will be held either by this year-end or by
mid-2026, the country’s main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has
demanded that the election must be held
by July-August this year.   “There is no rea-
son to delay the election that much,” said
BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul

Islam Alamgir after an overnight meeting
of the party’s standing committee that was
chaired virtually by acting BNP chairper-
son Tarique Rahman from London.

Alamgir said the standing committee
held a lengthy discussion on Yunus’s
planned election deadline but came up
with a conclusion that the polls should not
be delayed for so long as voters list updat-
ing should not take more than a month
and other related tasks would take one to
two months at most. “We believe, as the
Election Commission has already been
formed and there is relative stability in
governance, there is no reason to delay the
national election further. Delays only
deepen the political and economic crises,”
he said. The BNP also opposed the idea
propagated by some leaders of the interim
government to hold local government elec-
tions before the parliamentary polls. The
ns to hold elections in December this year
or in the first half of 2026. 

uu Continued on page 3
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MP Abhishek Banerjee Highlights People-Centric 
Governance Through SEBAASHRAY Initiative

Policemen shot while  transporting a prisoner

Mumbai diamond dealer arrested  in Chetla’s jewel heist

ED launches probe into fake docu rackets for B'deshi infiltrators

ITA submits white paper on Darj tea ind to Bengal govt

INTIME's Resplendent Symposium of Benevolence and Artistry

Inaguration of Puchka showroom in Rajarhat Newtown by local MLA

Accused found guilty after 52 days of rape-murder of infant 
girl in Gurap, sentencing announced on January 17

Inauguration of 
Classic Music 

Conference 
2025 at Ektara 
Muktamancha

'Dance Bangla Dance' 
contestant's hanging 

body rescued

Dinhata twin 
murder, police begin 

investigation

Strict measure to be taken by Bikash 
Bhavan to rebuild the class room 

environment in govt schools of state

MI News Service,  
Diamond Harbour:   
Abhishek Banerjee's visit to 
Falta's Model camp where 
the Hon'ble MP took stock 
of the arrangements today.
He also spoke to the family 
from Khanakul, who came 
seeking assistance as their 
child is dealing with a rare 
spinal issue. Shri Abhishek 
Banerjee assured them of 
all the medical assistance 
and also ensured a phys-
iotherapy session for the 
child in the current model 
camp at Falta.

I inaugurated the Se-
baashray health camps at 
Diamond Harbour's SDO 
Ground on January On the 
very first day, we received 
over 5,000 registrations. 
We organised around 
41camps, which were 
functioning for 10 days till 
January 11 in Diamond 
Harbour AC The normal 
camps had two chambers 
for the doctors and the 
model camp had threed-
octors' chambers, which 
was later increased to five 
chambers. We thought that 
everycamp would receive 
perhaps a 100-150 regis-
tration only. I am grate-
ful to all the individuals 
from the medical frater-
nity and our volunteers 
for making this initiative a 
success The health camps 
are being held from 9 AM to 
5 PM and there were days 
when we saw up to 1,000-
1,200 registrations being 
done in a single camp. On 

January 11, we hadaround 
80,000 registrations. In 
just 10 days in Diamond 
Harbour AC, around 2.5 
lakh people have availed 
our medical services at the 
Sebaashray health camps. 
We have received multiple 
cases of referral. While 
some were referred to the 
model camps, the other se-
rious cases were referred 
to other hospitals in Dia-
mond Harbour and Kolkata 
too.Today is the fourth day 
in Falta and yesterday, we 
had over 13,000 registra-
tions here. This means that 
on a daily basis, around 
300-350 people are turning 
up at each of the camps. 
Not just Diamond Harbour, 
people came from various 
places in South 24 Par-
ganas You all saw that a 
child came from Khanakul, 
Arambagh. Not just the 
adjacent ACs, but people 
are coming from far away 
places. A child came from 

Jalpaiguri who required 
a cochlear implant be-
cause of hearing problem. 
Yesterday, another such 
case of a cochlear implant 
came from Dakshin Dina-
jpur We are in contact with 
the concerned family and 
also with the company who 
manufactures the device 
for cochlear implants. If 
they [cochlear implant 
organisation] can't pro-
vide it, then we will see 
what can be done as per 
our capacity.We will help 
them and stand by the fam-
ily like we have been doing 
The 3-year-old child 
who came from 
Khanakul, Arambagh, 
can't walk properly 
because of issues in spinal 
cord. The child's parents 
went to a private hospital in 
Kolkata, but they received 
a hefty amount as the es-
timated cost for this treat-
ment Here, we have ar-
ranged for a physiotherapy 

session for the child. It is 
the third day since the 
child is receiving a phys-
iotherapy session and the 
same will continue for the 
next 8-10 days. We have 
also arranged for the food 
and accommodation of 
the child's parents. If this 
doesn't bring any recovery, 
we will consult a specialist 
doctor Once these camps 
come to an end, we will 
have a mega camp from 
March 16 - 20. We will 
have 280 follow-up camps, 
which will be functioning 
simultaneously, from 9 AM 
to 5 PM during these five 
days. For the Swasthya 
Sathi Card scheme, we fol-
low a 'no questions asked' 
policy.

However, in the case of 
Centre's Ayushman Bharat, 
it has a long list of stringent 
and restrictive eligibility 
criteria. As against this, we 
have given the Swasthya 
Sathi Card to everyone, 
irrespective of their caste, 
creed, religion, and gender 
* From Sandeshkhali to RG 
Kar, they tried so hard [to 
defame us]. But all in vain 
because the people of Bengal 
blessed us even more. The 
more they tried to malign 
us, the more people support-
ed us. If after this we don't 
work for the people, then 
for whom will we work? In 
Rajneeti, the BJP, CPI(M), 
and Congress believe in Raj 
[throne & power], but we 
believe in Neeti [principles & 
good governance.

MI News Service,  
Behala:   The 18th Annual 
Convocation of INTIME un-
folded as a paragon of altru-
istic commitment to societal 
welfare, an evening that ex-
uded an aura of benevolent 
philanthropy. Convened at 
the Taru Villa in Behala Ba-
kultala on the 12th of Janu-
ary, this gathering emerged 
as a laudable model that 
ought to be emulated by oth-
er philanthropic entities. The 
occasion was punctuated by 
a kaleidoscope of cultural 
presentations, ranging from 
evocative dance performanc-
es to melodious renditions 
and eloquent recitations, 
all performed by prodigious 
youth in tribute to the ven-
erable Swami Vivekananda 
on the anniversary of his 

birth—a spectacle that gar-
nered effusive acclaim.

This noble undertaking 
witnessed the enthusi-
astic engagement of the 
organization's stalwart 
office bearers, includ-
ing Debkumar Banerjee, 
Swagato Chakraborty, 

Pankaj Kumar Dutta, 
Biswajit Chakraborty, 
Snehabindu Sarkar, 
Prasanta Kumar Hazra, 
Lata Saha, Swapan Deb-
nath, Susanta Kumar 
Roy, Bani Mukherjee, and 
a host of other dedicated 
members, all of whom 

contributed to making 
this event a resounding 
success. 

Amidst the artistic 
displays, an honorable 
moment was reserved 
for the commendation of 
academic laureates from 
distinguished institutions 
such as Jote Shibrampur 
Girls' High School, Gani-
pur High School, Sarsuna 
High School, Shibrampur 
Nanilal Vidyapith, Uni-
versal Smile, Madurdaha 
Save The Orphans, and 
Renia Bansdroni, whose 
exemplary scholastic 
achievements were duly 
celebrated by INTIME, 
reinforcing the organiza-
tion's unwavering com-
mitment to fostering ex-
cellence in education.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Ashok Kumar 
Pandit, who came to Kol-
kata from Vaishali, Bihar 
to sell Puchka Panipuri, 
created history. First in Ul-
tadanga, Kolkata, then lat-
er in Battola, Narayanpur, 
after struggling for the last 
25 years, he was able to 
get a show room by selling 
on the Puchka road, which 
was auspiciously inaugurat-
ed on Wednesday by Rajar 
Haat Newtown MLA Tapas 
Chatterjee. On the occasion, 
Tapas Chatterjee said that 
Ashok worked hard and 
reached here today. Those 
who work hard never lose. 
Local ward number 3 coun-

cilor Aritika Bhattacharya 
announced for every sup-

port. Among the special 
guests present were Shya-

mal Ghosh, Mithali Khan, 
Kali Prasad Dubela, Mampi 
Mandal, Mamuni Mandal, 
Anil Shao, Shukla Majum-
dar, Usha Pandit, Preeti 
Pandit, Shanu Pandit, Dilip 
Pandit, Singheshwar Pandit, 
Poonam Jaiswal and theater 
personality Shiv Jaiswal. On 
the occasion of the auspi-
cious inauguration, a crowd 
of passers-by and local peo-
ple gathered to eat Puchka, 
Khatta Meetha, Churmur, 
Chaat Papdi and Dahi Bada. 
Ashok Kumar Pandit ex-
pressed his gratitude while 
honoring the guests present. 
All the dignitaries present 
on Wednesday  were fed 
free Puchka.

MI News Service, Gurap:   The Chun-
chura POCSO court convicted Ashok 
Singh, the accused in the rape-murder 
case of a girl in Gurap, Hooghly, after 
52 days. The sentence is going to be an-
nounced on the Jan 17th. The incident 
took place on November 24 last year. It 
was alleged that the five-year-old girl 
was lured by the neighbour Ashok to 
the house after being lured by choco-
late. Meanwhile, the girl was eager to 
eat meat again at home. That is why fa-

ther went to buy meat from the market. 
Ashok took advantage of the house be-
ing empty. Meanwhile, the father start-
ed searching for his daughter after re-
turning home. But, she was nowhere to 
be found. The commotion started in the 
area. Neighbours also started search-
ing. But, even then she was not found. 
In the meantime, the child was rescued 
from Ashok's house in a bloody state. 
She was quickly rescued and taken to 
Dhaniakhali Hospital but could not be 

saved. Ashok was severely beaten by 
the local people. Finally the police came 
and rescued him and admitted him to 
Chunchura Imambara Hospital. He was 
arrested later  after filing complaint. 
Since then the case was going on. The 
police filed the charge sheet on Decem-
ber 9. Charges were framed on the Jan 
11th. Then the testimony began. It is 
known that a total of 27 people have 
taken their testimony. The court found 
the accused guilty in that case.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   The Classical 
Music Conference 2025, or-
ganized by the Government 
of West Bengal, was inau-
gurated on Wednesday at 
Ektara Muktamancha. The 
event was graced by Minis-
ter Indranil Sen, along with 
renowned musicians Pandit 
Debojyoti Bose and Pandit 
Tarun Bhattacharya. The 
inauguration also saw the 
presence of eminent artists 
such as Pandit Hari Prasad 
Chaurasia, Ustad Shahid 
Parvez, Ustad Nishat Khan, 
Pandit Kumar Bose, Pandit 
Swapna Chowdhury, Ustad 
Sabir Khan, Pandit Anindhya 
Chatterjee, Pandit Abhijit Ba-
nerjee, Pandit Samer Saha, 
Ritesh Mishra, Rajesh Mish-
ra, and Kabir Suman, among 
other prominent figures in 
classical music.

The opening ceremony 
featured a stunning classical 
music performance, marking 
the beginning of this highly 
anticipated festival. From 
January 15 to 17, 2025, clas-
sical music lovers will have 
the opportunity to enjoy and 
experience performances by 
these esteemed musicians. 
The festival promises a cele-
bration of music, talent, and 
cultural heritage.

MI News Service,  
North 24 Pgs:   The dead 
body of a minor performer 
of 'Dance Bangla Dance' was 
found hanging in the house. 
This incident happened on 
Tuesday night in Chandpara 
area of ​​Bangaon. A suicide 
note was also found next to 
the dead body of the year 17. 
A few local youths were giv-
ing her mental pressure! She 
was being teased for a long 
time. Because of that he de-
cided to end herself. Such is 
the demand of her family and 
locals. The police of Gaigha-
ta police station have started 
the investigation. 

In 2016, she participated in 
the Dance Bangla dance re-
ality show. Her performance 
was also seen in the Grand 
Final. It was during that peri-
od that she was called to per-
form in various places. She 
was well known in the area. 
Why did this 17-year-old 
minor make such a decision 
after all this? The question 
arises. The names of 3 youths 
of the area are connected 
with that incident. According 
to her father Amal Das and 
mother Mridula Das, sever-
al people including Boulton, 
Bittu, Sumant put pressure 
on her. She was forced to mix 
with them. Minor was also 
threatened in various ways. 
This is what the locals and 
the family of the deceased 
have complained about. A 
complaint of incitement to 
suicide has been filed against 
three youths at Gaighata po-
lice station.

MI News Service,  
Dinhata:   The sensational 
complaint of a deceased's wife 
in a double murder in Dinhata. 
She alleged that her husband 
had been killed in a planned 
manner. A local Trinamool 
village panchayat member 
was involved in the double 
murder. Saira Banu Bibi, the 
wife of the deceased Hasanur 
Rahman, alleged that four 
people including Zakir Mia, a 
panchayat member, killed her 
husband. She alleges that the 
other person also killed him 
because he was obstructed. 
Last Tuesday night, 2 peo-
ple were stabbed to death in 
Betaguri. The names of the 
deceased are Yusuf Mia and 
Hasanur Rahman. On this day, 
Hasanur's wife complained 
that panchayat member Zakir 
Miya of Baladanga village in 
Vettaguri and his companions 
took her husband from home 
and killed him due to old en-
mity. Regarding Yusuf's mur-
der, she said that when her 
husband Hasanur was killed, 
Yusuf Mia saw it and tried to 
stop it. For that he was also 
killed by the village panchayat 
member's companions. How-
ever, Gram Panchayat member 
Zakir Miya claimed that the 
allegation was baseless and 
fabricated. He said that the 
two persons who were killed 
were both anti-social and were 
in jail. As he is a panchayat 
member of the area and was 
intentionally framed in an old 
case, efforts are being made to 
frame him this time as well.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Clothes are 
drying on the balcony of a school in Ar-
ambagh, cows are grazing in the school 
grounds, paddy is drying. Because there was 
only one teacher in the school. The class-
room is locked as he retires. 

Liquor bottles are scattered on the balco-
ny of a school in Purulia's Dimdiha village. 
There is no teacher, no student. A picture 
that is being seen all over the state. This pic-

ture that is being seen all over the state. 
The poor state of education in the state is 

repeatedly in the headlines. Meanwhile, sev-
eral appointments are stuck in the case. In 
this situation, the school education depart-
ment took a big decision. 

Bikash Bhavan will transfer teachers from 
one school to another like wartime activities. 
That is, from those schools where the num-
ber of teachers is more, teachers will be sent 
to those schools where the number of teach-
ers is less. This step is being taken only for 
government schools. 

By January 17, government school teach-
ers have to inform whether they have any 
physical problems or not. Only then this de-
cision will be effective. This is expected to 
solve the problem to some extent.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Two police offi-
cers were shot while trans-
porting a prisoner from 
the Islampur court to jail 
on Wednesday afternoon 
in North Dinajpur. The of-
ficers were left bloodied 
and were rushed to the 
hospital. This attack on the 

police has raised serious 
concerns about public safe-
ty, with questions emerg-
ing about the growing use 
of firearms in the state. 
The incident occurred in the 
Gwalpokhar area of Islam-
pur, where a group of crim-
inals allegedly followed the 
police vehicle and opened 

fire. However, the identity 
of the assailants has not yet 
been clarified by the police. 
The injured police officers 
have been identified as 
Nilkant Sarkar and Deben 
Baishya. The authorities 
are yet to confirm if anyone 
else was injured during the 
attack.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: A glittering of-
fice in Mumbai’s Bandra 
housed a secret that tied it 
to a high-profile jewel theft 
in Kolkata. Inside a small 
chamber of the office lay a 
cash box that piqued inves-
tigators’ interest. Hidden 
within it was the key to un-
raveling the mystery behind 
Chetla’s stolen diamond. 
Mumbai diamond trader 
Bharat Shah, fearing Kol-
kata police, switched to 
commuting by local trains, 
abandoning his luxurious 
car. Yet, his precautions 
failed. He was apprehended 
by Kolkata police officers, 
led by Chetla Police Station’s 
Sandeep Pal, who recov-
ered diamonds worth ₹50 

lakhs from Bharat’s office. 
The Investigation began 
after over ₹1 crore worth 
of gold and diamonds were 
stolen from a luxury apart-
ment on Raja Santosh Roy 
Road in Chetla. Police dis-
covered that several do-
mestic workers and care-
takers at the apartment 
were stealing valuables, 
piece by piece. One nanny, 
Jhuma Das, meticulously 
looted the locker, smug-
gling jewelry in her tiffin 
box while replacing the 
stolen items with replicas. 
By the end of last year, 
police arrested Jhuma 
and 10 others, including 
goldsmiths who processed 
the stolen items. Though 
much of the loot was re-

covered, the most valuable 
diamond remained miss-
ing. During interrogations, 
a suspect named Debraj 
confessed that Jhuma had 
handed him the diamond, 
which he sold to Bharat Shah 
in Mumbai for ₹22 lakhs. 
The police tracked Bharat 
to his Bandra office, where 
they discovered the diamond 
wrapped in velvet. Bharat 
was brought to Kolkata, 
where investigators are prob-
ing his plans to sell the jewel. 
This case highlights the intri-
cate web of criminal opera-
tions stretching from Kolkata 
to Mumbai, involving domes-
tic workers, jewelers, and 
traders. Investigations con-
tinue to uncover the extent 
of the network.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
has begun investigating 
the ongoing crackdown 
by the West Bengal Police 
and Kolkata Police against 
criminal rackets involved 
in providing fake Indian 
identity documents, includ-
ing passports, to illegal 
Bangladeshi infiltrators. 
Sources familiar with the 
case have revealed that the 
ED has been monitoring the 
progress of the investiga-
tion conducted by the state 
and city police, including 
details of the arrests made 
so far. While ED officials 
have remained tight-lipped 
about the specific reasons 
for their involvement, it 
is believed that the Cen-
tral agency has identified 
a money-laundering as-
pect linked to the scam, 
particularly the financial 

transactions involved in 
the creation of fake docu-
ments for the infiltrators. 
At this stage, ED officials 
are gathering crucial in-
formation, and the agency 
has yet to file an Enforce-
ment Case Information Re-
port (ECIR) on the matter. 
So far, the West Bengal and 
Kolkata Police forces have 
arrested nine individuals 
in connection with the fake 
passport racket. The most 
recent arrest was Abdul 
Hai, a retired sub-inspec-
tor from Kolkata Police, 
who had been responsible 
for police verification of 
passport applicants in the 
final years of his service. 
The Investigators have un-
covered a clear pattern 
in the operations of these 
criminal networks. Infil-
trators illegally crossing 
the border into India typi-
cally contact local agents, 

offering large sums of 
money in exchange for 
fake Indian documents. 
These individuals are first 
housed in safe locations in 
villages near the Bangla-
desh border, both along 
the land and coastal areas 
of the state. The agents 
then arrange for fake ra-
tion cards, which serve as 
the foundation for creating 
other false identification 
documents. With these 
fake ration cards, the infil-
trators can acquire EPIC, 
PAN, and Aadhaar cards, 
which are ultimately used 
to obtain fake passports. 
The ED's growing involve-
ment in the investigation 
highlights the increasing 
concerns over money laun-
dering and identity fraud 
linked to illegal border 
crossings and the issuance 
of fake documents in West 
Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  The Indian 
Tea Association (ITA)  submitted a white 
paper to the West Bengal government, ad-
dressing the challenges and opportunities 
facing the Darjeeling tea industry. A team 
of ITA officials met with Labour Minister 
MoloyGhatak in the evening to present 
the white paper, which provides a detailed 
analysis of the current state of the industry. 
The paper highlights several key issues 

affecting the Darjeeling tea industry, in-
cluding production challenges and market 
dynamics. According to the ITA, one of the 
major concerns is the impact of climate 
change, which has exacerbated produc-
tion difficulties. Additionally, the industry 
faces the problem of low productivity due 
to aging tea bushes, as well as reduced 
profitability, which has made operations 
increasingly unviable for many producers. 
The white paper also offers several recom-
mendations aimed at reviving the industry 
and ensuring its long-term sustainabili-
ty. ITA stressed that Darjeeling tea is not 
only an economic asset but also a signifi-
cant cultural heritage that requires imme-
diate attention from both the central and 
state governments. The association has 
called for strategic intervention, includ-
ing financial assistance, to address the 
pressing challenges faced by the industry. 
The submission of the white paper marks 
a significant step in raising awareness of 
the issues plaguing the Darjeeling tea sec-
tor and seeks to catalyze action from poli-
cymakers to secure the future of this iconic 
industry.

Carrying the blessings of Gangasagar and the spirit of 'Makar Sankranti,' pilgrims set sail home, their journey a reflection of faith 
and serenity after the vibrant Gangasagar Mela in South 24 Parganas.� PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya 

Minister Aroop Biswas at a press conference at Gangasagar Mela on Wednesday.
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to Vancouver for FIFA World Cup

Abhishek Banerjee comments on 
Medinipur hospital toxic saline incident

NCIL opens
fifth 
renal care unit

Jyotipriya Mallick granted  bail in ration scam case

Mamata Banerjee steps in...

India is becoming a major...

BNP demands general...

MI News Service, Medinipur: Trinamool
Congress leader and MP Abhishek Baner-
jee on Wednesday addressed the recent
toxic saline incident at Medinipur Hospi-
tal, calling it “extremely unfortunate.”
Speaking at an event in Falta, Banerjee
assured that the state government was
closely monitoring the situation, and an
investigation had already begun.

Banerjee’s comments come after the
tragic death of MamoniRuidas, a preg-
nant woman, and the severe illness of

four other expectant mothers at Me-
dinipur District Hospital. It is alleged that
these women were administered toxic
saline at the hospital, which led to their
deteriorating health.

The Incident occurred a few days ago
when five pregnant women, who had
given birth at Medinipur Medical College
Hospital, fell seriously ill shortly after the
deliveries. One of them, MamoniRuidas,
tragically passed away at the district hos-
pital. This led to widespread speculation

that toxic saline had been used in the
treatment of these patients.

Following the incident, the state
health department took immediate ac-
tion, suspending the use of Ringer Lac-
tate saline, which was believed to be
involved. The investigation was handed
over to the CID for further inquiry into
the matter.

Banerjee expressed deep concern
over the loss of life and stated that strict
action would be taken if any wrongdoing

or negligence was found. “The death of
the pregnant woman due to the saline in-
cident is heartbreaking. If anyone is
found guilty, strict action will be taken.
We will ensure justice,” he said.

On Tuesday, a team from the CID vis-
ited Medinipur Medical College Hospital
to speak with officials and investigate
further. Three critically ill pregnant
women were transferred to Kolkata’s
SSKM Hospital, while one remains under
treatment at the Medinipur facility.

Pilgrims return to their homes as the Gangasagar Mela concludes on Gangasagar Island, in
South 24 Parganas on Wednesday. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya 

TMC reshuffles Minority affairs
leadership ahead of 2026 elections

State prohibits use of all pharmaceuticals from

WB pharmas following saline controversy

Building collapse in Baghajatin: Promoter and

residents face FIR; demolition underway

State Govt enforces stricter rules to prevent illegal construction

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a significant administra-
tive reshuffle, the West
Bengal government has
made changes to the lead-
ership of the West Bengal
Minority Development and
Finance Corporation. The
current Chairman, PB
Salim, has been removed
from his post, with Itahar’s
TMC MLA and State Mi-
nority Cell Chairman,
Mosharraf Hossain, ap-
pointed as his successor.
This move is expected to
strengthen coordination
between the party and the
administration.

With the state’s Assem-
bly elections approaching
in 2026, the reshuffle aims
to accelerate work for the
minority community. By
appointing Mosharraf Hos-
sain, a recognized figure
from the minority commu-
nity, the government seeks
to streamline communica-

tion and make direct con-
nections with the commu-
nity. Hossain’s
appointment also provides
a visible face for the mi-
nority community within
the government.

Although PB Salim has
been removed as Chair-
man, he will continue to
serve as the principal sec-
retary of the state’s Minor-
ity Affairs Department. His
role as Chairman of the
Minority Finance Corpora-
tion was an additional re-
sponsibility. The new
leadership changes are
valid until July 31, 2026,
by which time the election
results will have been de-
clared, potentially leading
to further changes.

Sources suggest that
these changes are strategi-
cally aimed at improving
the TMC’s performance in
North Bengal during the
upcoming Assembly elec-

tions. The minority vote is
a crucial factor in West
Bengal’s elections, and
both the ruling and oppo-
sition parties are keen not
to lose this valuable voter
base.

With Hossain now
leading the Minority Devel-
opment and Finance Cor-
poration, local residents
can expect improved ac-
cess to services. Reflecting
on his new role, Mosharraf
Hossain expressed his
commitment to the devel-
opment of the minority
community, stating, “I will
work diligently to meet the
needs of the people. Under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, significant steps have
been taken for the devel-
opment of minorities, but
there is still work to be
done. I will do my best to
push forward the commu-
nity’s development.”

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal govern-
ment has escalated its re-
sponse to the
saline-related controversy
by issuing a complete ban
on all drugs produced by
West Bengal Pharmaceuti-
cals. Following Monday's
directive, which prohibited
the use of seven specific
medicines, a further notifi-
cation clarified that no
drugs from the company
are permissible for use,
even if stock is available.
The Central Medical Store
issued this directive to all
medical colleges and hos-
pitals across the state.

Initially, the focus was
on Ringer’s Lactate saline,
but the Tuesday notice ex-
tended the ban to include

additional drugs like Rani-
tidine (used for acidity),
Ceftriaxone (an antibiotic),
Ondansetron (to reduce
nausea), Fentanyl Citrate
(a painkiller), and Oxytocin
(used to accelerate labor
and stop postpartum
bleeding). The prohibition
applies regardless of exist-
ing supplies in hospital in-
ventories.

The controversy began
after the death of a preg-
nant woman at Midnapore
Medical College and Hospi-
tal. Initial investigations
suggested that faulty
saline might be responsi-
ble. Doctors at the hospi-
tal's obstetrics department
raised this theory, but the
special investigation com-
mittee has not yet con-

firmed saline as the defin-
itive cause of death.

This incident has led to
a broader scrutiny of phar-
maceutical safety in the
state. Experts are urging
the government to enforce
stricter quality control
measures for medical sup-
plies and drugs to avoid fu-
ture tragedies. Meanwhile,
hospitals have been di-
rected to discard any exist-
ing inventory from the
company to prevent fur-
ther risks.

The saline issue high-
lights significant chal-
lenges in maintaining
healthcare safety and ac-
countability. As investiga-
tions continue, public trust
in the state's healthcare
system remains fragile.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Minerva
NatyaSanskritiCharchakendra, under the
Department of Information and Culture,
Government of West Bengal, is hosting the
7th National Theatre Festival from Janu-
ary 18 to January 26, 2025. The event is
part of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
initiatives to promote theatre in the state.

The festival was officially announced
today at AbanindraSabhagar by
BratyaBasu, Chairman of Minerva
NatyaSanskritiCharchakendra, and Vice
Chairman Aprita Bose, alongside other
dignitaries. The festival will take place at
Madhusudan Mancha and Girish Mancha.

A 10-member selection committee,
comprising renowned theatre personali-
ties from West Bengal, was formed by the
Minerva Theatre Culture Centre to choose
the participating theatre groups. After
screening, 17 theatre groups were se-
lected, with 7 from West Bengal and 10
from other states, including Bihar, Uttar

Pradesh, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Delhi, and Karnataka.

BratyaBasu shared, “We advertised
this festival and received requests from
across India. After careful selection, 17
renowned theatre groups were chosen.
This festival is happening with the en-
couragement of our Chief Minister.”

The festival will feature plays in vari-
ous languages, including Hindi, Bangla,
and Kannada. To ensure accessibility,
non-Hindi and non-Bengali plays will
have subtitles. The event is open to all,
with no tickets required.

In 2011, after the new government
came to power in West Bengal, the Min-
erva Theatre Culture Centre expanded its
role, not just producing plays, but also or-
ganizing theatre festivals, discussion cir-
cles, and training camps annually to
promote the development of theatre. The
first National Theatre Festival was held in
2015.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Kolkata’s iconic trams are
set to make their way to
Vancouver, Canada, to
showcase a piece of the
city’s nostalgia during the
FIFA World Cup. As part of
the celebrations, two
trams will be sent to Van-
couver city, where they will
run during the World Cup
period. This initiative fol-
lows a proposal from the
Council of General of India
on November 19, which
suggested sending the
trams to Canada for the
FIFA World Cup.

In response to the pro-
posal, the state govern-
ment has decided to send
the two trams to Vancou-
ver, but the move requires
approval from the court
due to an ongoing case re-
lated to tram preservation.
The hearing for this case
took place on Tuesday,
during which the state’s
lawyer requested permis-
sion from the High Court to
transfer the trams to Van-

couver for the FIFA 2026
World Cup.

Vancouver city author-
ities had requested the
trams to be operated on a
special 1.7 km route as
part of a cultural display
during the World Cup. In
the court, Chief Justice T.S.
Sivagnanam inquired,
“Will the trams be re-
turned after the World
Cup?” The lawyer in-
formed the court that Van-
couver city authorities had
stated that if deemed ap-
propriate by the Indian
and state governments, the
trams would be gifted to
Canada instead of being
returned after the event.

Justice Sivagnanam re-
sponded, “Our cultural
heritage is going abroad,
and we should be ex-
tremely happy about that.”
However, due to the ongo-
ing court case, the state
government is unable to
proceed without the
court’s approval. The High
Court directed the state’s

lawyer to file a separate
petition for the matter.

Meanwhile, the High
Court’s division bench, led
by Chief Justice T.S.
Sivagnanam and Justice
Hiranmay Bhattacharya,
continued to stress the
importance of preserving
the trams. The court di-
rected that all efforts be
made to save the trams,
and ordered that any
work to dismantle the
tramline be stopped im-
mediately. It also in-
structed the state to
restore any dismantled
parts. The court further
directed the state to sub-
mit a report with images
to confirm that its direc-
tives were being followed.
The bench emphasized,
“Trams are part of the
state's heritage. It’s not
easy to remove them. The
state must take steps to
preserve them. Trams op-
erate in many countries,
sometimes right through
the middle of roads.”

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A shocking revelation has
emerged regarding the tilt-
ing of a building in Bagha-
jatin, Kolkata: it was
allegedly constructed on
reclaimed wetland. Fol-
lowing this disclosure, an
FIR has been lodged
against the promoter and
eight residents of the
building. The Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation (KMC)
started demolition work on
the structure early
Wednesday morning.

The incident occurred
on Tuesday afternoon in
Baghajatin’sVidyasagar
Colony, when the multi-
story building tilted, caus-
ing the lower floors to
collapse. This sparked
widespread concern and

raised questions about the
building’s construction and
safety. The KMC claims the
building was constructed
without the necessary per-
missions and was not
legally approved.

The FIR names the
promoter, Subhash Roy,
and eight residents, accus-
ing them of carrying out
unauthorized maintenance
work without informing
the authorities. The com-
plaint also highlights the
dangerous practice of ‘hy-
draulic jacking’—raising
the building’s foundation—
being carried out without
proper soil testing. The
work was conducted by
Roy’s company, Nagra
Construction Private Lim-
ited.

Demolition of the build-
ing began on Tuesday
night and continued with
full force on Wednesday
morning. According to
KMC sources, the building
had been constructed sev-
eral years ago. Recently,
cracks had appeared in the
structure, and the resi-
dents alerted the promoter
about the issue. He had as-
sured them of repairs, but
despite this, the building
continued to show signs of
distress. After the cracks
were noticed, some resi-
dents were evacuated for
their safety. However, it
was revealed that the pro-
moter did not seek permis-
sion from the local
councillor before com-
mencing repair work. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West Ben-
gal government has taken a firm stand
against illegal constructions by making
Completion Certificates (CC) mandatory
for selling flats. Under the new directive
issued by the Department of Urban Devel-
opment and Municipal Affairs, promoters
must obtain a CC from the local municipal
authority after constructing a building. Vi-
olators face hefty fines and legal action.

According to the guidelines, building
plans must first be approved by the local

municipality before construction begins.
Once the building is completed, the mu-
nicipality inspects whether it adheres to
the approved plan. Only after verification
is a CC issued. However, many unscrupu-
lous developers bypass this process and
sell flats without a CC, causing significant
issues for buyers.

“Having a CC ensures the building
complies with the approved municipal
plan,” an official explained. Without it,
buyers face problems during property

mutation, as municipalities refuse to pro-
ceed without a valid CC. This has left
many flat owners in legal limbo, unable to
secure formal ownership despite spending
significant sums. The lack of CC also af-
fects municipal tax collection. Residents
of such properties enjoy civic amenities
like roads, water, and electricity but evade
property tax payments due to unregis-
tered ownership. Additionally, many buy-
ers who take bank loans struggle as banks
often require a copy of the CC for dis-

bursement. The government directive has
made it mandatory for all promoters to
secure a CC before selling flats. As per
Section 212 of the West Bengal Municipal
Act, 1993, selling flats without a CC is a
punishable offense. Municipalities have
been empowered to impose fines on de-
faulting promoters and take legal action if
necessary. This strict enforcement aims to
protect buyers and ensure compliance
with building norms, addressing long-
standing issues in the real estate sector.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Nephro Care India Ltd (NCIL)
has inaugurated its fifth renal care unit in Shyambazar,
North Kolkata, to offer advanced diagnostic and phar-
macy support to kidney disease patients. This marks the
beginning of NCIL’s expansion plans, aiming for 22 clinics
by March 2026, including nine across West Bengal. Dr.Sa-

shiPanja, State Industries Minister, inaugurated the clinic.
NCIL plans to establish 300 renal care units nationwide
over the next 10-15 years to address India’s growing kid-
ney disease epidemic, which affects millions. The com-
pany also works on developing affordable, AI-enabled
dialysis machines to reduce treatment costs.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In a significant de-
velopment, former West Bengal Food Minis-
ter JyotipriyaMallick was granted bail in
connection with the ration scam case inves-

tigated by the Enforcement Directorate (ED).
On Wednesday, the special ED court in
Kolkata approved his bail on a personal bond
of �50 lakh. 

From PG 1
cooperative bank after
January 28, further assert-
ing her control over the sit-
uation. Her decisive
intervention is seen as a
move to restore unity
within the party and en-
sure a smooth election

process for the cooperative
bank. This action under-
scores Mamata Banerjee’s
strong leadership and her
proactive role in managing
party affairs, especially in
resolving internal disputes
that threaten to under-
mine party cohesion. 

From PG 1
advanced features for en-
hanced survivability, sea-
keeping and stealth,
reflecting the next genera-
tion of indigenous frigates.

It features advanced
stealth technology and re-
duced radar signatures. It
is equipped with modern
aviation facilities and can
operate multiple helicopter
types, including the newly
inducted MH-60R.

INS Surat, the fourth
and final vessel of the Proj-
ect 15B stealth destroyer
class, is a follow-on to the
Kolkata-class destroyers.

It incorporates im-
provements in design and
capability, making it a crit-
ical addition to the Navy's
surface fleet.Like INS Nil-
giri, it has also been de-
signed by the Warship
Design Bureau and con-
structed at the MDL.

INS Vaghsheer is the
sixth and final submarine
under the Scorpene-class
Project 75. It is a diesel-
electric submarine de-
signed for multiple roles,
including anti-surface
warfare, anti-submarine
warfare, and intelligence
gathering.

It features modular
construction, enabling fu-
ture upgrades such as air
independent propulsion
technology.     .

The Prime Minister
further said that,  “we
gave a mantra of 'SAGAR'
which means security and
growth for all in the re-
gion”. He further stated
that INS Nilgiri is dedi-
cated to the strength of the
Cholas' maritime strength
while INS Surat reminisces
the tale of when India was
connected to West Asia
through Gujarat.

He said "India has also
emerged as the First Re-
sponder across the entire
Indian Ocean Region. In
the last few months, our
Navy has saved hundreds
of lives and has protected
national-international
cargo worth thousands of
crores of rupees. This has
increased the world's trust
in India. It has increased
because of all of you. This
trust in the Indian Navy
and Coast Guard is contin-
uously increasing. Today,
you are seeing that
whether it is ASEAN, Aus-
tralia, Gulf, African coun-
tries, India's economic
cooperation with all is get-
ting stronger..."

Emphasising the reso-
lution of 'Sabka Saath
Sabka Vishwas', PM Modi
said that India believes
that the whole world is a

family and on different oc-
casions, it gave several
'mantras', including 'One
Earth, One Family and One
Future' and 'One Earth,
One Health.'

"When India received
the chance for the presi-
dency of G20, we gave the
mantra of One Earth, One
Family and One Future.
When the world was bat-
tling with the Covid-19, we
gave mantra of 'One Earth,
One Health.' We believe
that whole world is family.
We believe in the spirit of
Sabka Saath Sabka Vish-
was, hence, we advocate
for security of the region.
India's contribution as a
'maritime nation' will be
bigger when it will come to
global security, economics
and geopolitics. It is neces-
sary to protect traditional
water, territorial water
and ensure freedom of
navigation for economic
development and energy
security," the Prime Minis-
ter said.

PM Modi also congrat-
ulated the Indian Navy and
manufacturers of the three
naval combatants on their
commissioning into the
Naval dockyard while rem-
iniscing about Chhatrapati
Shivaji's efforts to
strengthen India's mar-
itime border.

PM Modi said, "15 Jan-
uary is also celebrated as
Army Day. I salute all the
brave who dedicate their
life for the security of the
country. Today is an im-
portant day for Indian
Navy's pride history and
self-reliant campaign.
Chhatrapati Shivaji gave
new vision and strength to
the Indian Navy. Today, we
are taking a huge step to
strengthen the Navy of the
21st century from his holy
land”.

"I congratulate all who
are connected to these
frontlines, including the
Navy, its manufacturers
and whole citizens of the
nation. This event is con-
necting our heritage with
the future aspirations. We
had a long history in long
ship travels, commerce,
naval defence, ship indus-
try. Today's India is mak-
ing itself a major maritime
power and commissioning
of these three frontline
platforms are witness of
this," he added.

The commissioning of
three major naval combat-
ants marks a significant
leap forward in realizing
India's vision of becoming
a global leader in defence
manufacturing and mar-
itime security. 

From PG 1
party also criticised the in-
terim government’s eco-
nomic policies, particularly
its plans for gas price hike
and tax increases.

“We have repeatedly
said there is no alternative
to elected government and
this is the most important
factor for democracy,”
Alamgir said.

He called upon the
“government, the Election
Commission and political
parties” to take steps to
hold the elections by mid-
2025 in the “greater inter-
est of the country”. Yunus
and his advisers or de
facto ministers said re-
forms and preparedness
for elections were going
on, suggesting that polls
should be staged after
accomplishment of some
basic reforms.

But Alamgir said it is
a continued process and
the BNP was committed
to reforms.

The BNP secretary
general said “there is no

question of holding local
government elections be-
fore the national parlia-
mentary election. Our
demand is for the na-
tional election first”.

Alamgir said during
the Awami League rule,
the last three national
elections could not be
held properly, and the
people want to ensure a
democratic transition
through elections.

Ousted prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, 77,
has been living in India
since August 5 last year
when she fled
Bangladesh following a
massive student-led
protest that toppled her
Awami League’s 16-year
regime.

Bangladesh’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal
(ICT) has issued arrest
warrants for Hasina and
several former Cabinet
ministers, advisers, and
military and civil officials
for “crimes against hu-
manity and genocide”.
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Short Termination & Short

Origination of Trains
MI News Service, Kolkata: In view of developmental
works over South Western Railway, it has been decided
to short Terminate and Short Originate the following
trains:

Medical miracle at BRSH ITU: Patient
recovers after 45 days of ventilation

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a remarkable display of
medical expertise and
teamwork, B.R. Singh Hos-
pital (BRSH), Eastern Rail-
way, has achieved a
significant medical break-
through. A 65-year-old fe-
male patient, who faced
recurrent episodes of res-
piratory distress, hyper-
carbia, and the need for
ventilatory support during
every admission, has suc-
cessfully recovered after
45 days in the Intensive
Therapy Unit (ITU). Ini-
tially diagnosed as a case
of Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease (COPD), it
was observed that the pa-
tient experienced apnoea
during sleep and had a
“white-out” left lung. Bed-
side bronchoscopy re-
vealed a mucus plug,
which was successfully re-
moved. Despite these in-
terventions, the patient
struggled with difficult
weaning and was referred
to a higher center, where a
tracheostomy was per-
formed. Further investiga-
tions revealed an
Anti-MSK antibody positiv-
ity, and Rituximab therapy
was prescribed. Unfortu-
nately, her condition dete-
riorated, leading her
family to bring her back to

BR Singh Hospital for fur-
ther care.

At  B.R. Singh Hospital
, a Neostigmine challenge
test confirmed the diagno-
sis of a neuromuscular
condition. The medical
team initiated treatment
with steroids and pyri-
dostigmine, later incorpo-
rating Azathioprine into
the regime. Over time, the
patient’s muscle strength
improved significantly, al-
lowing her to be weaned
off the ventilator and facil-
itating the closure of the
tracheostomy. After facing
near-cardiac arrest situa-
tions three times during
her 45-day stay, the pa-
tient is now stable and
ready to be transferred
from the ITU to the ward—
a testament to the unwa-
vering efforts of the
medical team, paramed-
ical staff, and the faith of
the patient’s family.

Dr. Chayan Bhat-
tacharya, Assistant Chief
Health Director and ITU
In-charge, played a pivotal
role in this recovery. Sup-
ported by a dedicated
team of resident doctors,
nurses, and staff, their re-
lentless commitment and
expertise have turned a
critical situation into a
story of hope and recovery.

Complex shoulder joint replacement
surgery successfully performed at 
Divisional Railway Hospital, Malda

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A significant milestone in
advanced medical care was
achieved on January 14,
2025, at the Divisional Rail-
way Hospital (DRH), Malda,
with the successful comple-
tion of a Cemented
Humerus Hemiarthroplasty
with Tuberosity Reconstruc-
tion. This complex shoulder
joint replacement surgery
was performed on a 39-
year-old male loco pilot
under the esteemed guid-
ance of Dr. Anupa Ghosh,
Chief Medical Superinten-
dent (CMS), DRH Malda.
The patient suffered a
NEER 4-part fracture of the
left proximal humerus with
a shattered shoulder follow-
ing a slip and fall while de-
boarding a train. To ensure

an optimal outcome, the
medical team meticulously
performed tuberosity re-
construction, incorporating
autologous cancellous bone
grafting. This innovative ap-
proach facilitates secure
healing of the tuberosity
over the implant while
maintaining the prosthesis's
height and retroversion for
optimal functionality. The
surgery was successfully led
by Dr. S. Banerjee, Divi-

sional Medical Officer (Or-
thopedics), with anesthesia
administered by Dr. P.P.
Bhattacharya, Divisional
Medical Officer (Anesthe-
sia), both from DRH Malda.
This achievement highlights
the advanced medical ex-
pertise at Divisional Railway
Hospital, Malda, and its un-
wavering commitment to
providing exceptional
healthcare to railway em-
ployees.

Free Dental Checkup programme organized
by ERWWO, Howrah at Gyandeep Sishu Mandir
MI News Service, Howrah:
The Eastern Railway
Women’s Welfare Organi-
zation (ERWWO), Howrah,
reaffirmed its commitment
to community welfare by
organizing a free dental
checkup programme titled
“SMILE FOR A LIFE” at
GYANDEEP SISHU
MANDIR for school chil-
dren today. This initiative
aimed to promote oral
health and hygiene among
children. The programme
was graced by the pres-
ence of Mrs. Reena
Jaiswal, President of
ERWWO, Howrah, along
with other esteemed mem-
bers of the organization.
The dental checkup was
conducted by Dr. Saumya
Prakash, BDS, a renowned
dental surgeon, who pro-
vided his expertise to ex-
amine the children and
offer personalized guid-
ance. During the event, Dr.
Prakash emphasized the
importance of maintaining
proper oral hygiene. He
conducted an interactive
session, sharing practical
tips on effective brushing

techniques and the signifi-
cance of regular dental
care. The demonstration
was designed to instill
healthy habits in children
and raise awareness about
oral health. The initiative
witnessed enthusiastic
participation from the chil-
dren and faculty of GYAN-
DEEP SISHU MANDIR.
Parents and teachers
lauded ERWWO’s thought-
ful effort in addressing this
critical aspect of health
and well-being, especially
for school-aged children.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mrs. Reena Jaiswal

said, “ERWWO is dedi-
cated to the holistic well-
being of the community.
Our aim to educate and
empower children to prior-
itize their health, starting
with oral hygiene. We ex-
tend our heartfelt grati-
tude to Dr. Saumya
Prakash for his invaluable
contribution to this noble
cause.” The programme
concluded successfully
with the distribution of
dental hygiene kits to all
participating children, en-
couraging them to adopt
and maintain good oral
care practices.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Irfanul Ghani (old
name) son of Mohammed Usman
Ghani,residing at 21 Afzal Husain
Lane,Pucca Bazar, P.O.-Asansol,
P.S.-Asansol (South),Dist-Paschim
Bardhaman Pin-713301,West
Bengal, India, shall henceforth be
known as Md Irfanul Ghani (new
name) vide an affidavit sworn be-
fore the notary public at Asansol
on 13/01/2025.Mohammed Ir-
fanul Ghani and  Md Irfanul
Ghani  both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Kanhailal Agarwal S/o Late
Mangtu Ram Agarwal Residing at
114, Nandan Nagar, P.o+P.s - Bel-
ghoria, District - 24 Pgs(N), Pin-
700083 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Kan-
haiya Lal Agarwal. I declare that
Kanhailal Agarwal and Kanhaiya
Lal Agarwal is same and one
identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 15-01-2025.

Name Change
I, Saroj Kumar Roy and Saroj Ray
(old name) son of Sudhir Chandra
Roy, residing at 112, Gold Edge Vil-
lage 50, Kali Bari Road, P.O.-
Badu, Madhyamgram, North 24
Pgs, Pin- 700128, West Bengal,
India, shall henceforth be known
as Saroj Kumar Ray (new name)
vide an affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on
15/01/2025. Saroj Kumar Ray
(new name) and Saroj Kumar Roy
and Saroj Ray (old name) both are
the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Gulnaj Parween (old name) wife
of Badruddin Shekh, residing at
NEAMATPUR G.T ROAD, SITAR
AMPUR, P.S KULTI, PASC HIM
BARDHAMAN-713359, West Ben-
gal, India, shall henceforth be
known as Gulnaz Bano (new
name) vide an affidavit sworn be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata
on 10/01/2025. Gulnaz Bano (new
name) and Gulnaj Parween (old
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Subrata Nandi (old name) son of
Mani Bhusan Nandi, residing at
18/2, Banerjee Para Road, Shyam-
nagar, Bhatpara, Dist.- North 24
Pgs, Pin- 743127, West Bengal,
India, shall henceforth be known
as Subrata Kumar Nandi (new
name) vide an affidavit sworn be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata
on 15/01/2025. Subrata Kumar
Nandi (new name) and Subrata
Nandi (old name) both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Fsikta Nandi (old name) wife of
Subrata Nandi, residing at 18/2,
Banerjee Para Road, Shyamna-
gar, Bhatpara, Dist.- North 24
Pgs, Pin- 743127, West Bengal,
India, shall henceforth be known
as Sikta Nandi (new name) vide
an affidavit sworn before the no-
tary public at Kolkata on
15/01/2025. Sikta Nandi (new
name) and Fsikta Nandi (old
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Marjina Bibi (Old Name) C/o Sk.
Aktar Ahmed Residing at Uttar
Roypur, Kalim Beria, B.B Chatter-
jee Road, Budge Budge, Kolkata -
700137 West Bengal India shall
henceforth be known as Morjina
Bibi (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Ld. Judicial Magistrate
(First Class) at Alipore vide affi-
davit no 3988 Date 14-01-2025.
Marjina Bibi (Old Name) and
Morjina Bibi (New Name)both as
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kahar Molla (old name) son of
Deloar Molla, residing at Vill.-
Paschim Jouthia, P.O.- Baisha,
Baruipur, Pin- 743338, West Ben-
gal, India, shall henceforth be
known as Abdul Kahar Molla (new
name) vide an affidavit sworn be-
fore the notary public at Kolkata
on 15/01/2025. Abdul Kahar Molla
(new name) and Kahar Molla (old
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Swapan Routh (old name) son
of Late Abani Mohan Routh, re-
siding at 56/1A, Siddhinath Chat-
terjee Road, Behala, Kolkata-
700034, West Bengal, India, shall
henceforth be known as Swapan
Kumar Routh (new name) vide an
affidavit sworn before the notary
public at Kolkata on 15/01/2025.
Swapan Kumar Routh (new
name) and Swapan Routh (old
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Amin Ali (old name) son of
Umed Ali Sekh, residing at
Bhabagachhi, Dogachhia, P.S.-
Naihati, Dist.- North 24  Pgs, Pin-
743130, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Amin Ali
Sekh (new name) vide an affidavit
sworn before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class at Barrack-
pore on 14/01/2025. Amin Ali
Sekh (new name) and Amin Ali
(old name) both are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jiarul Sha(Old Name),S/O Late
Sukhlal Sha,Resident Of  Vill & Po -
Bhatakul,Ps -Bhatar,Dist-Purba
Bardhaman,Pin-713125,West Ben-
gal Have Changed My Name And
Shall Henceforth Be Known As  Ji-
yarul Sha (New Name) Vide An Af-
fidavit  Sworn Before  The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 15/01/2025.
Jiarul Sha(Old Name) And Jiyarul
Sha(New Name) Both Are The
Same And One Identical  Person.

Name Change
I, A. Hussain, Son Of Md. Fa-
rooque, Residing At 3, Kustia
Masjid Bari Lane, P.O & P.S- Til-
jala, Kolkata- 700039,West Ben-
gal, Shall Henceforth Be Known
As Afzal Hussain Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary
Public Kolkata On 15/01/2025.
That A. Hussain And Afzal Hus-
sain Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Mokaram Hossain,Son Of
Late Golam Tahur Sk, Residing At
9e/1, 1st Floor , Topsia 2nd Lane,
P.O & P.S- Tiljala, Kolkata-  7000
39, West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Md. Mukar-
rom Hossain Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public
Kolkata On 15/01/2025.That Sk
Mokaram Hossain And Md.
Mukarrom Hossain Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shadab Akhter, Residing At 34
Harin Bari Lane ,Ps-Bowbazar,
Kolkata-700073,West Bengal, Do
Hereby Notified That My Father
Atiqur Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Atiqur Rahman Vide
An Affidavit 0327 Sworn Before
The Ld 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate At Alipore On 13/01/2025.
That Atiqur And Atiqur Rahman
Both Are The Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Farida Shakil,Wife Of Shakil
Akhter, Residing At 2 Debendra
Mullick Street, Kolkata-700073,
West Bengal, Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Farida Bano Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Ld 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate At Alipore
On 15/01/2025,That Farida Shakil
And Farida Bano Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kuduch Ali Sardar (old name)
son of Late Kharsed Sardar, re-
siding at Merigunj, Kachiamara,
Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin- 743329,
West Bengal, India, shall hence-
forth be known as Kuddus Ali
Sardar (new name) vide an affi-
davit sworn before the notary
public at Kolkata on 15/01/2025.
Kuddus Ali Sardar (new name)
and Kuduch Ali Sardar (old
name) both are the same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Krishna Roy (old name) wife of
Sudhir Chandra Roy, residing at
112, Gold Edge Village 50, Kali
Bari Road, P.O.- Badu, Madhyam-
gram, North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700128,
West Bengal, India, shall hence-
forth be known as Krishna Ray
(new name) vide an affidavit
sworn before the notary public at
Kolkata on 15/01/2025. Krishna
Ray (new name) and Krishna Roy
(old name) both are the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, BARAKAT GOLDER (Old Name)
S/O JINNAT ALI GOLDAR Residing
at Panapukur, P.O.-Chandpur, P.S.-
Rajarhat, District - North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 700135 West Bengal,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as BARKAT
ALI GOLDER (New Name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public
govt of India vide affidavit Dated
14-01-2025. BARAKAT GOLDER
(Old Name) and BARKAT ALI
GOLDER (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, AKABAR ALI (Old Name) S/O
ALI AHAMMAD Residing at Vill-
Dugdia, P.O.&P.S.-Sasan, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743423
West Bengal, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as AKBAR ALI (New Name)
as declared before the Notary
Public govt of India vide affidavit
Dated 14-01-2025. AKABAR ALI
(Old Name) and AKBAR ALI (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, GOUTAM KUMAR BAGCHI (Old
Name) S/O Late PRITHWIS
BAGCHI Residing at 1849, Raj-
danga Main Road, Block-FC-37,
P.O.-E.K.T.P., P.S.-Kasba, District -
Kolkata, Pin - 700107, West Ben-
gal, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as
GOUTAM BAGCHI (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
govt of India vide affidavit Dated
14-01-2025. GOUTAM KUMAR
BAGCHI (Old Name) and GOUTAM
BAGCHI (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SANJAY PODDAR (Old Name)
S/O JUGAL KISHORE PODDAR Re-
siding at Shankhmani Swara,Flat-
9B, 9th Floor,Block-1, P.S.-Haride
vpur, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700082, West Bengal, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as SANJAY
KUMAR PODDAR (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public
govt of India vide affidavit Dated
14-01-2025. SANJAY PODDAR
(Old Name) and SANJAY KUMAR
PODDAR (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Chirasree Datta D/o Amal
Bikash Dutta Residing at A-9/2
Satyen Park, P.o - Joka, P.s -
Haridevpur, Kolkata - 700104
West Bengal India shall hence-
forth be known as Chirasree
Sarkar. I declare that Chirasree
Datta and Chirasree Sarkar is
same and one identical person by
virtue of an affidavit sworn before
the Notary public,Kolkata on 15-
01-2025.

Name Change
I, Senehera Khatun (Old Name)
W/o Md. Abdul Salam Residing at
Vill - Dakshin Madhusudanpur,
P.o - Malaya, P.s - Dhola, District
- 24 Pgs(S), Pin - 743399 West
Bengal India shall henceforth be
known as Senehera Khatun Bibi
(New Name) as declared before
the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (First
Class) at Alipore vide affidavit no
3989 Date 14-01-2025. Senehera
Khatun (Old Name) and Senehera
Khatun Bibi (New Name)both as
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Uttam Kumar Paul S/o Late
Amulya Ratan Paul Residing at
20, Bakshipally(Bidhanpally),
Ideal Apartment, Flat no. A1, 1st
Floor, P.o - Garia, P.s - Banssroni,
District - 24 Pgs(S), Pin- 700084
West Bengal India shall hence-
forth be known as Uttam Paul. I
declare that Uttam Kumar Paul
and Uttam Paul is same and one
identical person by virtue of an
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 08-01-2025.

Two more Dalian rakes
reach Noapara Carshed

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Two new rakes (MR-504
and MR-512), popularly
known as Dalian Rake,
have reached Noapara
Carshed of Metro Railway,
Kolkata on 14.01.2025.
These rakes have been
procured through global
tender, reached Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Port in
a ship (Violet Ace) on
12.01.2025. Total 16
coaches were lowered
from the ship and joined
before sending it to Noa-
para Carshed with the help
of a Diesel engine.

These rakes are
packed with special fea-
tures to increase comfort
of passengers and ensure
enhanced riding experi-
ence in Metro Railway,
Kolkata network. These
rakes have doors which
are 190 mm wider in com-
parison to the existing AC
rakes. Moreover, greater
seating capacity, better air
conditioning system, noise
reduction feature and eye-
soothing illumination are
some of the additions for
the comfort of passengers.
The salient features of the
new MR-504 and MR-512
rakes are as follows: -

Passenger amenities
features: Wider doors in
these rakes will facilitate
easy Entry and Exit of pas-
sengers specially during
the peak hours. Enhanced
features of these rakes will
also provide jerk-free ride.
CCTV coverage inside the
coach, modular and wider
vestibules, enhanced seat-
ing capacity including pro-
vision of more seats for
senior citizens and spe-
cially abled are some of

the unique features of
these rakes. Apart from it,
features like aesthetically
designed interior, im-
proved air diffuser, high
capacity ACs, small and
sleek alarm device with
outside indication lamp,
brighter multicolour multi-
lingual display board, uni-
form illumination, wheel
chair parking facility and
door side hand rails have
made these rakes unique
in Metro Railway, Kolkata.

Some of the other fea-
tures of these new rakes
are:-

Technical features:
Technical features of these
rakes include through rain
water channels, paint-free
stainless steel car body,
improved door channel
with side stopper and im-
proved energy consump-
tion which will be more
environment friendly.

Safety features : These
rakes also have some en-
hanced safety features like
disc brake system, con-
trolled discharge fire ex-
tinguishers with strap,
wider evacuation door and
evacuation ramp with anti-
skid rubber flooring. Such
features will definitely in-
crease and ensure com-
muters safety which Metro
authorities always look for.
At present 3 Dalian rakes
are operating on the Blue
Line of Metro Railway,
Kolkata. These two rakes
will also be introduced on
the Blue Line after comple-
tion of certain mandatory
tests. It is expected that
Metro commuters would
enjoy more comfortable
Metro rides in the coming
days.

ER To augmente sleeper class and air-conditioned coaches in three Express Trains
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The augmentation of
Sleeper Class coaches and
Air – Conditioned class
coaches in Popular
Mail/Express trains is an
ongoing initiative aimed at
improving overall travel
experience for passengers.
Accordingly, in response to
the overwhelming demand
for tickets, Eastern Rail-
way has decided to aug-
ment air-conditioned and
Sleeper class Coaches by
replacing general second
class coaches in following
Express trains on tempo-
rary basis:   • Two Ad-

ditional Sleeper Second
Class Coaches will be aug-
mented with 13147/13148
Sealdah -   Bamanhat -
Sealdah Uttarbanga Ex-
press by replacing of Two
General Second class
coaches leaving Sealdah
with effect from 16.01.2025
to 31.01.2025 & leaving Ba-
manhat with effect from
17.01.2025 to 01.02.2025. •

One Additional
Sleeper Second Class Coach
will be augmented with
13149/13150 Sealdah -
Alipur Duar - Sealdah Kan-
chankanya Express by re-
placing of One General

Second class coach leaving
Sealdah with effect from
16.01.2025 to 31.01.2025 &
leaving Alipur Duar with ef-
fect from 17.01.2025 to
01.02.2025.  • One Ad-
ditional Sleeper Second
Class Coach and One Addi-
tional Air Conditioned (AC 3
tier) Coach will be aug-
mented with 13189/13190
Sealdah -   Balurghat - Seal-
dah Express by replacing of
Two General Second class
coaches leaving Sealdah
with effect from 16.01.2025
to 31.01.2025 & leaving
Balurghat with effect from
17.01.2025 to 01.02.2025

Baghajatin: We are victims of
CPIM’s sinful act, says Mayor
MI News Service, Kolkata: The mayor of the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation (KMC) Firhad Hakim clearly men-
tioned that “KMC is still facing the music of the sinful
deeds committed during CPIM regime, both at state gov-
ernment and corporation level.” He was speaking re-
garding the recent Bagha Jatin house collapse.  To
Mayor, innumerable buildings got due permission to be
developed during CPIM regime. The era of CPIM also cre-
ated lots of lacuna at administrative and operational level
at KMC. Hence, the present government now has to
tackle the misdeeds of its predecessors. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Xiaomi India recently an-
nounced the global debut of
the Redmi 14C 5G, redefin-
ing innovation in the budget
smart phone segment. De-
signed to deliver cutting-
edge features, seamless
performance, and blazing-
fast 5G connectivity, the
Redmi 14C 5G is poised to
meet the evolving needs of
Indian consumers.  The
launch of the Redmi 14C 5G
is complemented by the re-
markable success of the
Redmi Note 14 5G Series,
which achieved an incredi-
ble milestone of ₹1000
crore in revenue within just
two weeks in India—a tes-
tament to the unwavering
trust and love from the cus-
tomers.

Xiaomi Unveils
Redmi 14C 5G 

Insurance sector de-
mands lower GST rates,
revised tax exemption
on health premium
MI News Service, New Delhi:
The insurance industry has
sought some reliefs in the
budget such as the lowering
of GST rates on insurance
and the revision of tax ex-
emption on health insurance
premium. They also want
tax relief for annuities and
the introduction of tax sav-
ings retirement security
bonds. The industry pointed
out to four data points —
India's insurance penetra-
tion has marginally declined
to 3.7 per cent in 2023-24
from 4 per cent in 2022-23
and country's medical infla-
tion is estimated at around
14 per cent. Besides, Na-
tional Health Accounts esti-
mates out-of--pocket
expenditure at around 44.1
per cent of household health
expenditure and the World
Economic Forum estimates
retirement savings gap of
India at $85.4 trillion by
2050. Insurance regulator
IRDAI has initiated discus-
sions with the companies on
the optimal GST rates and
the majority of the industry is
in favour of a reduction from
18 per cent to 12 per cent.
There is also a call for a re-
vision of tax exemption on
health insurance premium,
available under the old tax
regime, under section 80D of
the Income Tax Act. It has
been 10 years after the limit
was raised from ₹15,000 to
₹25,000 in the union budget
of 2015. Industry body Ficci
has proposed doubling the
deduction of health insur-
ance premium under section
80D to ₹50,000 along with
an increase in the preventive
health check-up to ₹20,000
from ₹5,000. 

Karnataka HC in-
structs to issue mod-
ified birth, death cert
for trans-genders
MI News Service, Bengaluru:
The Karnataka High Court
has instructed the Registrar
of Births and Deaths to issue
modified certificates for
transgender individuals who
have undergone gender re-
assignment. These certifi-
cates must reflect both the
previous and revised names
and genders of the individu-
als. This directive will re-
main effective until
necessary amendments are
made to the Registration of
Births and Deaths Act, 1969,
which currently does not
allow for changes in gender
on original birth or death
certificates. 
The court also urged the
Karnataka Law Commission
and the state government to
review the Transgender Per-
sons (Protection of Rights)
Act, 2019, and propose
amendments to the 1969 Act
and its Rules to align with the
intent of the 2019 Act. Jus-
tice Suraj Govindaraj issued
these orders while resolving
a petition from a 34-year-old
transgender woman who
had her gender reassign-
ment surgery and sought to
update her name and gen-
der on her birth certificate.
The Mangaluru City Corpo-
ration's Registrar of Births
and Deaths had earlier de-
nied her request, citing the
lack of provisions in the
1969 Act. 



Challenges in Safeguarding Railway 
Infrastructure in Remote Areas

Intensive ticket checking drive at Kakdwip station

Talcher-Bimalagarh Rail Link Project Accelerates with New Tender for Remaining Stretch

Remarkable growth in passenger footfall and 
revenue during Ganga Sagar Mela 2025

Mark Zuckerberg falsely claims that incumbent Indian govt 
lost elections due to weak COVID 19 response, draws sharp 

reaction from Union Minister Ashwini Vishnaw

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    The Indian Rail-
ways is Lifeline of the coun-
try and one of the largest & 
most intricate rail networks 
globally. It is playing a cru-
cial role in the transportation 
of passengers and freight. 
However, safeguarding its 
infrastructure, particular-
ly in remote areas presents 
a unique set of challenges. 
The security of railway as-
sets, both for passengers and 
freight, is essential to main-
tain operational efficiency, 
prevent sabotage, and miti-
gate the risk of disruptions. 
In this article, we explore the 
primary challenges faced by 

the Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) in safeguarding rail-
way infrastructure in remote 
areas.

Geographical Challenges: 
Remote areas often pres-
ent significant geographical 
obstacles, such as difficult 
terrains, forests, moun-
tains, and deserts. These lo-
cations are typically harder 
to access, making it difficult 
to patrol the railway lines 
effectively. The ruggedness 
of the terrain can also delay 
the deployment of securi-
ty personnel or emergency 
response teams in case of 
any sabotage or security 
breach. This is especially 

problematic in regions like 
the northeastern states, 
Jammu and Kashmir, and 
parts of Central India, 
where tracks pass through 
dense forests and hilly ter-
rains. Moreover, some of 
the railway infrastructure, 
such as bridges, tunnels 
and stations, is located in 
remote regions that are sus-
ceptible to natural disasters 
like landslides, floods, or 
earthquakes. This makes it 
a challenge not only to pro-
tect against human threats 
but also to ensure the du-
rability and integrity of the 
infrastructure in such chal-
lenging conditions.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    
Ganga Sagar Mela 2025, drive is 
being conducted to ensure pas-
sengers have hassle free jour-
ney  with a valid ticket. Eastern 
Railway’s Principal Chief Com-
mercial Manager (PCCM), Dr. 
Uday Shankar Jha along with 
Divisional Commercial Manag-
er/ Sealdah Sri Sashi Ranjan Ku-
mar , Asstt. Commercial Man-
ager/Sealdah Sri Ravi Shankar 
Prasad and asstt. Security com-
missioner Sri Alok Jena has ini-
tiated an intensive ticket check-
ing drive in Kakdwip to ensure 
a seamless travel experience for 
passengers those who are visit-
ing Kakdwip and Ganga Sagar.

As part of this campaign, 
Sealdah Division has implement-
ed several passenger-friendly 
measures under the dynamic 
leadership of Sri Deepak Nigam, 
DRM/Sealdah.

 To avoid long queues, addi-
tional ticket counters have been 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The Ganga Sagar 
Mela, an annual pilgrim-
age of immense cultural 
and spiritual significance, 
attracts lakhs of devotees 
from across the country to 
the sacred confluence of 
the Ganga and the Bay of 
Bengal. Recognized as one 
of the largest gatherings of 
pilgrims in India, the Mela 

showcases the rich heri-
tage and devotion of mil-
lions.

Eastern Railway has 
undertaken a proactive 
approach to ensure a has-
sle-free travel experience 
for pilgrims attending the 
Ganga Sagar Mela 2025. 
Special efforts are being 
made to facilitate ticket-
ing and ensure compliance 

with valid travel documen-
tation, enabling a smooth 
and comfortable journey 
for passengers.

On 14th January 2025, 
Namkhana and Kakdwip 
stations witnessed a signif-
icant increase in passenger 
footfall due to the ongoing 
Mela. Ticket sales at these 
key stations surged by 79%, 
with earnings showing an 
impressive growth of near-
ly 100% compared to the 
corresponding date last of 
year. Revenue increased 
from ₹4.2 lakhs on 14th 
January 2024 to ₹8.3 lakhs 
on the same date this year, 
underscoring the rise in 
passenger participation.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:  In a signif-
icant development aimed at 
completing the long-await-
ed Talcher-Bimalagarh New 
Broad Gauge (BG) Rail Link 
Project, the Ministry of Rail-
ways has invited tenders for 
the balance stretch of the proj-
ect. This new rail link, span-
ning 149.78 km, is set to con-
nect Talcher with Bimalagarh 
in Odisha, and the invitation 
for tender covers vital work 
including earthworks, bridge 
construction, station facilities, 
drainage systems, and more. 
The estimated cost for the ten-
der is ₹726.129 crore.

The Talcher-Bimalagarh 
rail link was initially sanc-
tioned in 2003-04 but has 
faced numerous delays over 
the years due to land acqui-
sition issues, legal hurdles, 
and other challenges. Despite 
these setbacks, approximately 

26% of the project has already 
been completed, with 20 ki-
lometers of the rail line con-
structed between Talcher and 
Sunakhani. Additionally, ongo-
ing construction has extend-
ed the rail link another 30.5 
kilometers towards Khamar, 
Angul district, with a goal of 
completing the project at the 
earliest.

Efforts to overcome the de-
lays have been intensified. A 
significant portion of the pri-
vate land in Angul district has 
been acquired, and the state 
government is expected to 
provide the remaining land in 
the Deogarh and Sundargarh 
districts. Special Land Acqui-
sition Officers deployed by the 
Railways are working closely 
with local authorities to en-
sure the land acquisition pro-
cess proceeds without further 
hindrance.

In an effort to accelerate 

construction, work has been 
initiated from both ends of the 
rail line: Talcher and Bimal-
agarh. The Bimalagarh-Ma-
huldiha section is already 
under construction, and the 
recent floating of a tender 
for the remaining 30.625 km 
stretch between Pallahara and 
Mahuldiha is expected to ex-
pedite progress significantly.

The Talcher-Bimalagarh 
project, which has faced de-
lays of nearly 12 years, is now 
gaining momentum with pro-
active measures taken by the 
East Coast Railway (ECoR) ad-
ministration. These measures 
include close coordination 
with state and district authori-
ties to resolve issues related to 
land acquisition and litigation. 
The Ministry of Railways has 
made this project a priority, 
with Union Railway Minister 
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw per-
sonally advising officials to 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    On 10th Jan-
uary 2025 In an interview 
with popular podcaster 
Joe Rogan, Mr Zuckerberg 
wrongly claimed that most 
incumbent governments, in-
cluding India, lost elections 
in 2024. Mark Zuckerberg 
stated, "2024 was a very 
big election year around the 
world, and all these coun-
tries, India, and tons of other 
countries had elections. The 
incumbents basically lost ev-
ery single one." 

On 13th January 2025 
The statement was factually 
incorrect regarding India, 
where the incumbent gov-
ernment (NDA) led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi re-
tained power in the 2024 
elections.

In response, India's Union 
Minister for Information 

and Broadcasting, Ashwini 
Vaishnaw fact checked Mark 
Zuckerburg’s statement. 

Ashwini Vaishnav tweet-
ed, 

"As the world’s largest 
democracy, India conducted 
the 2024 election with over 
640 million voters. People of 
India reaffirmed their trust 
in the NDA led by PM Nar-
endra Modi. Zuckerberg’s 
claim that most incumbent 
governments, including In-
dia, in the 2024 elections, 
lost post-Covid is factually 
incorrect." 

On 13th January 2025 
The Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Information 
Technology and Communica-
tions, chaired by Shri Nishi-
kant Dubey, plans to summon 
Meta for this misinformation. 
Nishikant Dubey stated, 
"Wrong information about 

any democratic country tar-
nishes its image. The organ-
isation will have to apologise 
to Parliament and the people 
here for this mistake." 

On 14th January 2025 
Shivnath Thukral, Vice Pres-
ident of Public Policy at Meta 
India, issued an apology on 
behalf of Meta in response to 
the minister's tweet. 

He replied:
“Dear Honourable Min-

ister @AshwiniVaishnaw 
, Mark's observation that 
many incumbent parties 
were not re-elected in 2024 
elections holds true for sev-
eral countries, BUT not In-
dia. We would like to apol-
ogise for this inadvertent 
error. India remains an in-
credibly important country 
for @Meta and we look for-
ward to being at the heart of 
its innovative future.” 

Mark Zuckerberg, the 
Chairman and CEO of Meta 
Platforms Inc. stirred contro-
versy with his comments on 
India in a Joe Rogan podcast. 
He cited India as an example 
while discussing the dissat-
isfaction among the citizens 
across the world with their 
governments’ handling of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. His 
statement further suggested 
that, following the pandem-
ic, most incumbent govern-
ments, including India, lost 
in the subsequent elections.

Mark Zuckerberg’s state-
ment in the Joe Rogan pod-
cast: “I kind of think that, 
reaction on covid probably 
caused the breakdown in 
trust in lot of governments 
around the world. 2024 
wasthe big election year 
around the world and lot 
of countries like India and 

ton of countries that had 
elections and incumbents 
basically lost every single 
one. There is some sort of 
global phenomena where 
the it was inflation because 
of the economic policies to 
deal with covid or just how 
the governments dealt with 
covid, seems to have this ef-
fect that’s global not just the 
US, but like a very broad de-
crease in trust at least in the 
set incumbents and maybe in 
sort of these democratic in-
stitutions overall.”

Mark Zuckerberg’s com-
ments drew sharp criticism 
from across the spectrum. 
Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw quickly point-
ed out factual inaccuracies 
in his statements. Minister 
Vaishnaw commented on the 
Joe Rogan’s podcast too call-
ing out the facts. 
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Notice Inviting Tender
The sealed tenders are invited 
from the agencies for the NIT no
NIT REF NO -
NIT NIT REF NO- 21/ CH-II PS/ 
2024-25 DT. 14.01.2025(Tender 
ID:- 2025_ZPHD_800760_1 to 2) 
and 20/CH-II BDO/ 2024-25 DT. 
08.01.2025(Tender ID:- 2025_
ZPHD_797075_1 to 2),
For more details please log into 
www.wbtenders.gov.in or contact 
with office of the Chanditala II  
Development Block. 

Sd/-
Executive Officer

Chanditala-II Panchayat Samiti
Hooghly

LEGAL NOTICE
We, AMARJIT KUMAR, s/o Lakshman 
Roy ,ANARJEET YADAV, s/o Laxman 
Yadav and AMIT KUMAR YADAV, s/o 
Laxman Yadav have purchased a land 
/property from RAM RATAN PRASAD, 
son of Late Ganesh Prasad in the year 
of 2023 at PLOT NO-2 ,Krishnanagar 
road, Ward no-142,previous P.S- 
Thakurpukur now P.S-Haridevpur,  
Kolkata-700104 lying which is  
measuring 2(two)cottah 00(zero)chit-
tak 00(zero)ft and situated at J.L-28, 
R.S no-276,Touzi no-2,16, R.S Dag 
No-131, L.R Dag No-155, R.S Khatian 
No-174,L.R Khaitan No-1314 at mouza 
-krishnagar, Joka 1 Gram Panchayat 
under kolkata Municipal Corporation.
Schedule stated below from power of 
attorney holder :-
Anjali Verma  Daughter of Sanjay  
Kumar Verma
Deed No-I-1603-10639 dated 
19/07/2023
Serial No- dated 19/07/2023
If anybody has any objection on 
this land please inform of A.D.S.R-
III, Alipore, South 24 Parganas  
within one month from the date of 
this advertisement. I have applied for 
mutation and make a public notice. 
Date:06/01/2025.

expedite the construction and 
ensure the project's comple-
tion.

Recently, a key milestone 
was achieved when the ECoR 
engineering team successful-
ly carried out the final deto-
nation in the 840-meter-long 
tunnel at Baruan Hill, locat-
ed between Sunakhani and 
Samal stations. This break-
through overcomes significant 
geographical challenges and 
is a crucial step forward in the 
project’s progression.

The economic benefits of 
this rail link will be substan-
tial. Once completed, it will 
reduce the distance between 
Raurkela and Talcher by ap-
proximately 126 kilometers. 
This rail line will facilitate the 
efficient transportation of ex-
port-quality iron ore, boosting 
the local economy and bene-
fiting industries in the region. 
Additionally, the project will 
play a vital role in promoting 
economic development in the 

interior districts of Angul, 
Deogarh, and Sundargarh.

The East Coast Railway 
has also appointed dedicated 
Land Acquisition Officers to 
ensure the speedy comple-
tion of land acquisition and to 
maintain steady progress on 
construction. Regular reviews 
of the project’s status at the 
highest levels are being con-
ducted, with officials receiving 
instructions to meet critical 
deadlines.

The Talcher-Bimalagarh 
rail link remains one of the 
most closely monitored in-
frastructure projects, re-
flecting the government’s 
commitment to improving 
regional connectivity and 
operational efficiency in 
Odisha. Under the leader-
ship of Shri Ashwini Vaish-
naw, efforts are underway 
to streamline traffic move-
ments and improve facilities 
for the benefit of local stake-
holders and industries.

set up on both sides of the sta-
tion. Mobile Unreserved Tick-
eting System (M-UTS) has been 
deployed, allowing booking 
clerks to approach passengers 
directly and issue tickets, elim-
inating the need for passengers 
to stand in line. For pilgrims 
(Male, Female & Divyanjan) 
commissioned modern toilets 
. Medical booth has been sta-
tioned at the station premises 
to provide immediate medical 
assistance to passengers in need 
a team of St. John Ambulance 
deployed in this booth. RPF and 
GRP personnel have been de-
ployed at the station, and CCTV 
cameras have been installed 
to monitor the premises.  Civil 
defence personnel are assisting 
passengers with boarding and 
de boarding trains, to ensure 
smooth and orderly flow of pas-
sengers.
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Washington DC: A revolutionary
study by Case Western Reserve
University researchers reveals
that a class of medications used
to treat type 2 diabetes may also
lower the risk of colorectal can-
cer (CRC).

The findings, published in the
journal JAMA Oncology,support
the need for clinical trials to
determine whether these med-
ications could prevent one of the
deadliest types of cancers.
Eventually, the medications may
also show promise in warding off
other types of cancer associated
with obesity and diabetes.

"Our results clearly demon-
strate that GLP-1 RAs are signifi-
cantly more effective than popu-
lar anti-diabetic drugs, such as
Metformin or insulin, at prevent-
ing the development of CRC," said
Nathan Berger, the Hanna-Payne
Professor of Experimental
Medicine at the Case Western
Reserve School of Medicine and
the study's co-lead researcher.

Glucagon-like peptide-1
receptor agonists, or GLP-1 RAs,
are medications to treat type 2
diabetes. Usually given by injec-
tion, they can lower blood-sugar
levels, improve insulin sensitivity
and help manage weight. They've
also been shown to reduce the
rates of major cardiovascular ail-
ments.

Importantly the protective
effect of GLP-1 RAs are noted in
patients with or without over-
weight/obesity.

"To our knowledge," said co-
lead researcher Rong Xu, a pro-
fessor at the School of Medicine,
"this is the first indication this
popular weight-loss and anti-dia-
betic class of drugs reduces inci-
dence of CRC, relative to other
anti-diabetic agents."

Berger and Xu are members
of the Case Comprehensive
Cancer Center.

National health problem
Being overweight or obese or

having diabetes are risk factors
for increasing incidence of CRC
and for making its prognosis
worse.

The National Institutes of
Health (NIH) defines being over-
weight and obese as an increase
in size and amount of fat cells in
the body above certain levels.
These conditions are common
nationally and are caused by sev-
eral factors -- among them diet,
lack of sleep or physical activity,
genetics and family history.
Healthcare providers use body
mass index to measure body fat
based on height and weight.
Nearly 75% of adults ages 20 or
older in the United States are
either overweight or obese, and
nearly 20% of children and teens
ages 2 to 19 have obesity, accord-
ing to the NIH.

Obesity is a chronic health
condition that raises the risk for
heart disease -- the leading cause
of death in the United States --
and is linked to many other
health problems, including type 2
diabetes and cancer.

A board-certified interventional cardi-
ologist and medical director of the
Structural Heart Program at
MemorialCare Saddleback Medical
Center in Laguna Hills, CA, who was
not involved in this study, spoke with
Medical about its findings.

Reflecting on why there would be an
association of an increased risk in
women who consume nonfermented
milk developing heart disease or heart
attacks compared to men, Chen said it
remains unclear.

“It is possible that sex-specific dif-
ferences in the metabolism of milk
components such as lactose result in
differences in degradation products,
which can potentially cause differences
in oxidative stress and inflammation,”
he suggested. “This could then lead to
increased risk of developing heart dis-
ease.”

Chen also discussed how fermented
milk could potentially offer heart-pro-
tective benefits.

“Fermented milk products such as
yogurt are rich in bacteria ([for exam-
ple,] Lactobacillus) that influence the
composition of our gut microbiome,” he
explained. The beneficial effects of
yogurt are likely related to its benefit to
the microbiome.”

Chen further noted that while more
research is needed about the microbio-
me and heart health, “many studies
have found that different compositions

of the microbiome can help with
decreasing the risk of high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, and even heart dis-
ease.”

a cardiologist at UTHealth Houston,
also spoke with MNT about the study.

Higgins, who was not involved in
this research, did not find the study
results on nonfermented milk surpris-
ing. He told us that:

“Given that there are effects of
increased inflammation, especially in
women, that is not surprising. Men
appear to be [better able] to break
down some inflammatory products in
the non-fermented milk.”

He also spoke on how fermented
milk could offer more cardiovascular

benefits, nothing that “fermented milk
is loaded with vitamin B12, D,
riboflavin (B2), calcium, magnesium,
and protein, which has been associated
with reduced inflammation.”

“Also, it promotes an improved
microbiome (gut health), improved
immunity, reduced stress, and helps
maintain blood sugar levels,” he added.

While the study authors say more
research is necessary, the study does
lend to the possibility of dietary guide-
lines one day being changed to include
fermented milk.

“Fermented milk products appear to
be safe for both men and women, so
they probably should be preferred in
future guidelines,” Higgins said.

Tokyo: Metropolitan University
researchers have studied how
an infant's brain reacts to
touch based on the amount of
oxygenated haemoglobin in
their blood. They discovered
that while the amount of varia-
tion in levels over time changes
with infant age, the moment at
which they peak remains con-
stant.

They made this discovery
using spectroscopic techniques
and external sensors applied to
the scalps of sleeping babies.
Findings such as these provide
insight into the development of
neonatal physiology.

The first phase of a new-
born's life is a dazzling array of
rapid developmental changes.
Neuroscience is giving us
unprecedented insight into
these processes, powered by
state-of-the-art measurement
techniques. Two key tools on
this journey are functional
magnetic resonance imaging
(fMRI) and near-infrared spec-
troscopy (NIRS) of the brain.
With NIRS, an array of external
sensors placed on an infant's
head lets scientists track how
the flow of different compounds
in the brain changes over time.
There is a particular focus on
haemoglobin, the key oxygen-
carrying component of our
blood. As the brain responds to
input from the outside world
like light, heat, and touch, oxy-
gen rushes to the brain; NIRS
lets us pick out levels of
haemoglobin, even telling apart
whether it is carrying oxygen
or has already delivered its
cargo.

Now, a team led by Assistant
Professor Yutaka Fuchino from
Tokyo Metropolitan University
have applied NIRS to study how
infant brains respond to touch.
Looking at a range of infants
aged zero to one, the team
placed sensors on infants'
scalps as they slept, and
tracked how oxygenated

haemoglobin levels changed
over time as their limbs were
given a very gentle shake.
Interestingly, infants at differ-
ent ages over their first year
showed a very similar response
time, with a small peak in
haemoglobin appearing a few
minutes after the stimulus
began. The fact that infants in
their first month responded in
basically the same way as those
over six months suggests that
the factors determining the
speed of the response are com-
plete at birth.

However, they also noticed
that the range over which the
signal varied, or the amplitude,
was markedly different
between infants in different age
groups. The change was also
not linear, in that it dipped for
infants 1 to 2 months old then
increased again as the age
increased. This curious behav-
iour could be attributed to cer-
tain aspects of a newborn
infant's first few months. For
one, when they are born, there
is a rapid rise in oxygen levels
due to being able to breathe
normally for the first time. This
inhibits the production of ery-
thropoietin, a small protein
responsible for stimulating red
blood cell production; this leads
to temporary anaemia over the
first few months. Levels gradu-
ally recover as erythropoietin
production ramps up again to
compensate. Other factors
include developments in
nerves, veins, and levels of
blood flow.Importantly, the
team's work highlights how
NIRS statistics of haemoglo-
bin levels in the brain can
reflect developmental
changes. Future studies
promise to compare other
physiological responses to
changes in blood flow
dynamics, yielding further
insights into how the brain
and its interactions with the
body develop.

researchers explore
how baby brain

responds to touch

Why might nonfermented milk
increase heart disease risk in women?

Researchers reveal new ways
to identify bacteria more easily

Antibiotics are used far too fre-
quently all over the world.
Bacteria are getting resistant as
a result. Curing bacterial infec-
tions is becoming increasingly
challenging because antibiotics
are one of our most powerful
tools in the fight against them.

The good news is that finding
better ways for identifying
infections is a crucial step
towards requiring fewer antibi-
otics.

"We have developed a simple
tool that can identify all of the
genetic material in bacteria.
This allows us to find out more
quickly what kind of bacteria a
sick person or animal is affected
by, or what kind of bacteria are
found in food or the environ-
ment. We can then also decide
whether it is necessary to use
antibiotics against the bacteri-
um, and if so what kind, so we
don't have to use as much med-
ication," says Professor Erika
Eiser at Norwegian University
of Science and Technology's
(NTNU)Department of Physics.

An international research
group is behind the latest find-
ings. The results have been pre-
sented in the prestigious
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS)

journal. Playing a key role in
the work was Dr Peicheng Xu
from the Institute of Physics
Chinese Academy of Sciences in
Beijing, for whom Eiser was
previously an academic supervi-
sor. One reason why the new
method is faster is that users do
not have to go through a step
called 'gene amplification'. This
involves making several copies
of the genetic material so it is
easier to analyse, but this step
can now be skipped. "We can
analyse all of the bacterium's
DNA without gene amplification
by using a method previously

used in simulations," says
Professor Eiser. Eiser was part
of a research group led by Tine
Curk from Johns Hopkins
University that developed the
theory behind the method,
which also works in reality.

"We get excellent results
when we apply the theoretical
method to real samples," said
Professor Eiser. This paragraph
might be a bit difficult to under-
stand, but basically, DNA is
made up of rows of so-called
nucleotides. The new method
enables researchers to find
short sequences of the bacte-

ria's DNA. They do this by see-
ing how these sequences bind to
different variants of DNA that
are grafted onto colloids, which
are particles dissolved in a liq-
uid. If you are interested in
finding out more, you can read
about the process in more detail
here. What it means, however,
is that researchers can quickly
identify the bacteria, because
they bind themselves to these
colloids in various ways and
cause them to clump together.

The bottom line is: you don't
have to analyse so much materi-
al. You can skip the step of hav-
ing to copy them, and this saves
time and money.

"Using this method, we saw
how as few as five E. coli bacte-
ria caused the colloids to create
clusters," said Professor Eiser.
All of this is currently in its
early stages. Eiser has pub-
lished a proof-of-principle
experiment. This means that
there is still a lot of work to be
done before it becomes a widely
used method.

"The findings can provide us
with a reliable method for iden-
tifying pathogens in disciplines
such as food safety, disease con-
trol and environmental moni-
toring," said Professor Eiser.

STUDY FINDS HOW MRNA USED TO
TARGET ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] : Researchers at
The Florey have created a method using mRNA
technology to specifically target the harmful
protein tau, which accumulates in dementia
patients suffering from Alzheimer's disease
and other conditions. mRNA has primarily
been utilised in vaccinations up to this point,
notably those meant to combat COVID-19. The
Florey is now recognised as a major leader in
the field of mRNA thanks to new research that
was published today in Brain Communications.
Dr Rebecca Nisbet is leading the technology in
this new direction. "This is the first time mRNA
has been explored for use in Alzheimer's dis-
ease," Dr Nisbet said. "Our work in cell models
demonstrates that this technology can serve
purposes other than vaccine development."
She likened mRNA to an instruction manual for
cells. "Once delivered to the cell, the cell reads
the mRNA and makes an antibody." The Florey
team used mRNA to instruct cells in cell mod-
els to create RNJ1, an antibody Dr Nisbet
developed to target tau, a protein that clumps
in the brain cells of dementia patients. "This is
the first time, to our knowledge, a tau antibody
has been able to directly engage tau within the
cell." First author on the paper, PhD student
Patricia Wongsodirdjo said: "Our technique
can be applied to any therapeutic antibody, and
we envision that this strategy, when combined
with nanoparticle packaging, will enhance tar-
geting of toxic molecules in the brain and
improve patient outcomes compared to con-
ventional strategies.
" Dr Nisbet said RNJ1 still needed further
research. She said emerging Alzheimer's treat-
ments, such as lecanemab, which is approved
in the USA and under consideration.

Diabetes medi-
cine may lower

risk for col-
orectal cancer

W
hile the Kumbh Mela has
often been associated
with mammoth crowds

and spiritual enlightenment, this
year is all the more special, due
to a rare celestial alignment that
occurs only once in 144 years.
“While the Ardh Kumbh Mela
happens every six years, the
Purna Kumbh Mela happens
every 12 years. But this is the
Maha Kumbh Mela and that
happens only every 144 years,”
says Vikram Rana, a certified
guide with UP Tourism who is
currently based in Prayagraj.

This once-in-144-years
excitement is palpable on the
streets of Prayagraj, formerly
known as Allahabad. Sadhus
arrive every day from various
parts of India and set up
makeshift tents on the banks;
their home for a month or so.

Some of them arrive in grand
processions, while some others
walk discreetly and settle down.
And, for this grand event, brav-
ing the bitter Uttar Pradesh win-
ter where temperatures can dip
down to 7 degree celsius, devo-
tees from across the world make
a beeline to participate in the
festivities and take a dip in the
holy waters.

The sadhus of the Kumbh
The major attraction during

the Kumbh Mela is the Akharas
(or Akhadas) — groups deeply
rooted in the traditions of
Hinduism. Akharas — said to be
formed by Adi Shankaracharya
to propagate spiritual learning
and physical training — are cur-
rently 13 in number, falling
under three sects or pants (the
Shaivite, Vaishnavite and the
udasin).

Sadhus (ascetics) from differ-
ent centres belonging to these
Akharas are currently camping
at Prayagraj, for the Maha
Kumbh Mela, which takes place
till February 26. Some of them
have travelled from places like
Varanasi, Haridwar, Rishikesh
and Ujjain, while a few have
come all the way from the
Himalayas, where they spend
years in meditation and
penance.

The Naga sadhus are fasci-
nating, with their unique
appearances and rituals. We
meet a sadhu who, for a decade
now, has not sat down or
attempted a typical sleeping
position — he meditates with his
arms resting on a mat. Another
sadhu practises his yoga and
penance with his hand tied up;
his disciples say he has practised

this form of hatha yoga for many
years now. Another sadhu has
had his left hand up in the air
for many years now. Covered
with ash and mostly naked,
these sadhus evoke fear, admira-
tion and respect from devotees,
who seek their blessings, which
also entail slapping the devotees
hard on the back. “They (Naga
sadhus) are the ferocious ones.
They have even helped fighting
against invaders in the past,”
explains our guide, Vikram.

All these fascinating elements
about the 2025 Maha Kumbh
has led to an economic boost in
Prayagraj, which is gearing up
to provide for the surge in atten-
dees. With about 40 crore people
expected to experience the Mela,
Prayagraj is among the most-dis-
cussed destinations this time of
the year.

While the Kumbh Mela has often been associated with mammoth
crowds and spiritual enlightenment, this year is all the more special Mr. Tapan Singhel, Chairman,

General Insurance Council and
MD & CEO, Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance

Insurance-the industry that has
safeguarded millions of citizens
and many businesses, often faces
situations that cast a shadow on
its efforts. Recent media reports
have once again opened a wave of
criticism. This raises a pertinent
question: Has sensationalism
overtaken reason? While much
has been said about these reports,
it is timeto dwell deeper intothe
issue and look at the ground real-
ity.

The Unseen Good: A Silent
Majority: As per the IRDAI annual
report, last year, the General
Insurance industry settled crores
of claims worth ? 1.72 lakh crore,
out of which it paid more than ?
80,000 crore towards health
insurance. Yet those who benefit
rarely make the news. On the flip
side, isolated grievances and odd
bad experiences become the face
of the industry.Also, the claim set-
tlement ratio in the industry is
more than 80%. The 20% of
claims that are rejected are on the
account of fraud, or non-admissi-
bility and yet there is an uproar
about this. After all, insurance is
public money, and insurers should
be lauded for handling this money
responsibly. 

The Price of Safety: Let's say it
is not making a difference, and we
decide to shut down the industry
but without it what would hap-
pen?

Some argue that individuals
can self-insure by saving for med-
ical expenses. However, consider
this: out-of-pocket (OOP) health
expenses in India currently stand

at 60%, as per a report by NITI
Aayog. Without insurance, this
figure would soar to 100%, leav-
ing households entirely at the
mercy of skyrocketing medical
costs. For families without signifi-
cant savings, medical bills would
push them below the poverty line.
Currently, approximately 7% of
India's population-already face
this reality annually due to health-
care costs. Without insurance, this
number would worsen, and the
government would face increased
pressure to subsidise healthcare,
diverting resources from other
critical sectors. Such a scenario
would derail our demographic
dividend and exacerbate pover-
ty.Are we ready with an alternate
safety net for citizens if insurance
shuts down?  

The motor industry, thriving
thanks to insurance-backed
accident protection, will falter
as claims payouts-approximate-
ly ? 55 thousand crore-cease to
exist.The motor industry thrives
partly due to insurance-backed
accident protection. Without
insurance, the financial burden
of accidents would fall entirely
on vehicle owners, leading to
increased economic instability
and decreased vehicle sales.
Insurers also play a crucial role
in covering Motor Third Party
claims, which is a mandatory
requirement in our country. As
per the recent IRDAI annual
report, in FY 23-24, the indus-
try paid claims amounting to
over ? 27,000 crore in Motor TP
claims. If the insurance industry
were to close, who will bear this
cost of compensation? It will
further burden the government
treasury of afast developing
nation.  

Criticism vs. Reality: The
True Value of Insurance
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Challenges in Safeguarding Railway
Infrastructure in Remote Areas

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Indian Railways is
Lifeline of the country and
one of the largest & most
intricate rail networks
globally. It is playing a cru-
cial role in the transporta-
tion of passengers and
freight. However, safe-
guarding its infrastruc-
ture, particularly in
remote areas presents a
unique set of challenges.
The security of railway as-
sets, both for passengers
and freight, is essential to
maintain operational effi-
ciency, prevent sabotage,
and mitigate the risk of
disruptions. In this article,
we explore the primary
challenges faced by the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) in safeguarding rail-
way infrastructure in re-
mote areas.

Key Challenges: Geo-
graphical Challenges: Re-
mote areas often present
significant geographical
obstacles, such as difficult
terrains, forests, moun-
tains, and deserts. These
locations are typically
harder to access, making it
difficult to patrol the rail-
way lines effectively. The
ruggedness of the terrain
can also delay the deploy-
ment of security personnel
or emergency response
teams in case of any sabo-
tage or security breach.
This is especially problem-
atic in regions like the
northeastern states,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
parts of Central India,
where tracks pass through
dense forests and hilly ter-
rains. Moreover, some of
the railway infrastructure,
such as bridges, tunnels
and stations, is located in
remote regions that are
susceptible to natural dis-
asters like landslides,
floods, or earthquakes.
This makes it a challenge
not only to protect against
human threats but also to
ensure the durability and
integrity of the infrastruc-
ture in such challenging
conditions. Proximity to In-
ternational Borders: Many
remote railway locations,
such as Banihal,  Nischin-
tapur (Tripura), Dimapur,
and Zubza, are situated
close to international bor-
ders. Cross-border smug-
gling, insurgency spillover,
and strained relations with
neighbouring countries
can directly impact rail-
way operations and secu-
rity.

Limited Local Aware-
ness About Railway Oper-
ations: The local
population often has lim-
ited understanding of rail-
way operations, leading to
inadvertent disruptions.
Additionally, locals may re-
sort to practices like rent-
seeking from railway
employees and contrac-
tors. Instances of damage
to railway property, in-
cluding cables, signals,
and tracks, are common,
and their restoration in re-
mote areas is both time-
consuming and
r e s o u r c e - i n t e n s i v e .
Political and Social Sensi-
tivities: Railway projects in
remote areas often face re-
sistance from local com-
munities due to land
acquisition disputes, envi-
ronmental concerns, or
socio-political issues.
These tensions can esca-
late into security threats.

Law and Order Con-
cerns: Remote areas are
often prone to activities
from anti-social elements,
insurgent groups, and ter-
rorist organizations, which
may target critical infra-
structure for various pur-
poses, including disrupting
the national economy or
creating political instabil-
ity. These areas, often near
international borders or
conflict zones, are more
vulnerable to attacks. For
instance, insurgency-
prone areas in the north-
eastern states, Jammu and
Kashmir, Jharkhand, Chat-
tisgarh etc have witnessed
frequent attacks on rail-
way tracks, stations, and
trains by militant groups.
For instance, two explo-
sions occurred on the rail-
way track in the
Sonua-Lotapahar section
of the Chakradharpur divi-
sion in 2021, followed by
another explosion in the
Derwan-Posoita section of

the same division in 2023.
All three locations are lo-
cated in the state of Jhark-
hand. The presence of
these groups makes it dif-
ficult for railway authori-
ties to ensure the safety of
passengers and railway
workers. The possibility of
derailments, blasts, re-
quires enhanced vigilance
and targeted countermea-
sures to deter such activi-
ties.

Railway infrastructure
in remote areas is highly
susceptible to vandalism
and theft. Remote stations,
tracks, and signaling
equipment are prime tar-
gets for scrap metal
thieves and vandals who
dismantle components
such as copper wiring,
railway signals, and other
valuable parts. This not
only disrupts services but
also incurs significant
costs in repairs and re-
placements. Additionally,
sabotage in the form of
track tampering and delib-
erate obstruction of rail
services is a serious con-
cern. While such activities
may be sporadic, they can
have catastrophic conse-
quences, especially when
perpetrated in remote lo-
cations where quick re-
sponses are
difficult.Resource Con-
straints: Ensuring a steady
supply of resources, in-
cluding manpower, equip-
ment, and logistical
support, remains a persist-
ent challenge due to the
remoteness and inaccessi-
bility of these areas.

Poor Telecommunica-
tion and Connectivity: In
many remote railway loca-
tions, communication in-
frastructure is
underdeveloped. This
hampers real-time moni-
toring, coordination, and
quick response during
emergencies.

Complexity Due to
Bridges and Tunnels: The
presence of numerous
bridges and tunnels in re-
mote railway projects adds
an additional layer of com-
plexity. These structures
are highly vulnerable to
sabotage and require con-
stant monitoring and spe-
cialized security measures.

Single-Line Sections:
Most of these locations are
single-line sections. Any
disruption in these areas
can bring the entire move-
ment to a halt, causing sig-
nificant delays, economic
losses, and potential un-
rest among the affected
population.

Lack of Community En-
gagement and Local Sup-
port: In many remote
areas, there may be lim-
ited engagement with local
communities, who are key
players in identifying and
preventing security risks.
In some regions, a lack of
trust or coordination be-
tween railway authorities
and local populations can
lead to a lack of intelli-
gence gathering or reluc-
tance to report suspicious
activities. Without commu-
nity support, it becomes
challenging to identify po-
tential threats or prevent
illegal activities from oc-
curring.

RPF's proactive steps
towards overcoming these
challenges: To address the
challenges faced in safe-
guarding railway infra-
structure in remote areas,
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) has imple-
mented a multi-faceted ap-
proach that combines
technology, collaboration,
community engagement,
and specialized training to
enhance security in vul-
nerable regions.

Enhanced Surveillance
and Patrolling: The RPF in-
tensifies patrols and uses
advanced surveillance
technologies like CCTV,
Face Recognition System,
drones, GPS tracking sys-
tem, VHF sets etc. in vul-
nerable areas. Regular
foot and vehicle patrols
help identify threats early.
The eyes have it | India
News - The Indian Ex-
pressWith improved light-
ing, 605 cameras, nine
Central Railway stations
got  brighter and safer in
2021 Mysuru railway sta-
tion to get luggage scanner
- The HinduRPF forms spe-

cial team, start patrolling
after train engine 

Collaboration with
Local Security Agencies:
Understanding that secu-
rity concerns in remote
areas often extend beyond
the railway system, the
RPF has formed strong
partnerships with local
law enforcement, paramil-
itary forces, and intelli-
gence agencies. The RPF is
also utilizing the Multi-
Agency Centre (MAC) plat-
form to facilitate the
sharing of intelligence
among various security
and intelligence agencies.
This collaborative ap-
proach allows for effective
sharing of information,
pooling of resources, and
coordinated responses to
security incidents. Com-
munity Engagement and
Intelligence Gathering: In
remote areas, the RPF also
engages with local com-
munities to build trust and
gather intelligence.
Through community out-
reach programs, aware-
ness campaigns and
establishing rapport with
village leaders, the RPF
encourages residents to
report any information re-
lated to security threats.
This grassroots intelli-
gence network helps the
RPF to take preventive
measures and disrupt po-
tential attacks before they
occur.

Use of Technology: To
further enhance security,
the RPF has integrated ad-
vanced technology into its
operations for rapid threat
responses. For example, in
Jammu and Kashmir, most
tunnels are equipped with
CCTV cameras integrated
with Facial Recognition
Software (FRS). Addition-
ally, bulletproof vehicles
are being procured for
RPF personnel to improve
their safety and opera-
tional effectiveness. Simi-
larly, solar-powered CCTV
cameras are being in-
stalled, and small, mili-
tary-grade drones are
being deployed at strategic
locations along the KK line
(East Coast Railway) in
Chhattisgarh. Further-
more, a GPS tracking sys-
tem has been acquired for
live tracking, movement
monitoring, and real-time
surveillance to prevent any
untoward incidents. The
system also features ge-
ofencing, playback capa-
bilities, live map view, SOS
alerts, SMS alerts, control
room messaging, report
history and distance meas-
urement on the map, en-
hancing overall
operational efficiency and
safety.Special Training and
Capacity Building: RPF
personnel are regularly
trained in handling secu-
rity challenges unique to
remote and high-risk
areas. Special training
programs focus on
counter-insurgency tech-
niques, crowd control, cri-
sis management, and
handling explosives.

The Way Forward:
The security of railway in-
frastructure in remote
areas is a multifaceted
challenge that requires
strategic planning, robust
technology, and extensive
collaboration between var-
ious security agencies,
local communities, and the
railway authorities. 

While the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF) plays a
pivotal role in ensuring the
safety of passengers and
railway infrastructure,
overcoming these chal-
lenges demands a combi-
nation of technological
innovation, resource opti-
mization, and community
support. To address these
challenges effectively, there
is a need for more inte-
grated surveillance sys-
tems, better coordination
with local law enforcement
agencies, and advanced in-
frastructure that can with-
stand the environmental
challenges posed by remote
regions. By continuing to
invest in training, technol-
ogy, and resource deploy-
ment, Indian Railways can
enhance the security and
resilience of its infrastruc-
ture, ensuring safe and
smooth operations for pas-
sengers and freight across
the country.

The Industry Conference "Synergy" was held on Wednesday at Sarat Sadan, graced by notable dignitaries including
Ministers Arup Roy, Chandranath Sinha, and Tajmul Hossain. Chief Secretary Manaj Pant, Principal Secretary of the
Industries Department Rajesh Pandey, President Kaveri Das, Vice President Ajay Bhattacharya, District Magistrate
P. Deepap Priya, Police Commissioner Praveen Kumar Tripathi, and Superintendent of Police Subimal Pal were in
attendance. Municipal Administrator Dr. Sujoy Chakraborty, MLA Dr. Rana Chattopadhyay, Gautam Chowdhury, Nan-
dita Chowdhury, Priya Pal, Dr. Nirmal Maji, Sukant Pal, and Kalyan Ghosh also participated in the event.

26th Urs of Hazrat Yusuf Ali Shah celebrated 

MI News Service, Hooghly: The 26th Urs of Hazrat Yusuf Ali Shah  traditionally observed
on January 11, was celebrated on Wednesday, January 15, this year due to some rea-
sons. Organized under the guidance of Ward 19 Councilor Md Shaheed of Bansberia
Municipality, the event featured Qawwali performances and Langar distribution. Md
Shaheed shared that the Urs has been celebrated at the dargah of Yusuf Ali Shah, lo-
cated in the Old Line area of Ganges Jute Mill, for the past 25 years. He explained that
the date was shifted to January 15 this year due to necessary circumstances.

16 popular express
trains to run with more
General second class
coaches for common
Railway Passengers
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Sixteen (16) popular Ex-
press/Mail trains will run
with more General Second
Class coaches. The aug-
mentation of General Sec-
ond Class coaches in
Popular Mail/Express
trains is an ongoing initia-
tive aimed at improving
overall travel experience
for passengers. Accord-
ingly, in response to the
overwhelming demand for
tickets throughout the
year, Eastern Railway has
decided to augment addi-
tional General Second
class coaches by replacing
air-conditioned and
Sleeper class coaches in
following Express trains on
Permanent basis:   

One General Second
Class Coach will be aug-
mented with the following
Express trains by replac-
ing of one Sleeper Class
coach: - • 12319/12320
Kolkata – Gwalior –
Kolkata Express leaving
Kolkata with effect from
22.01.2025 & leaving
Gwalior with effect from
23.01.2025. •
12357/12358 Kolkata –
Amritsar – Kolkata Ex-
press leaving Kolkata with
effect from 18.01.2025 &
leaving Amritsar with ef-
fect from 20.01.2025. •
13135/13136 Kolkata –
Jaynagar – Kolkata Ex-
press leaving Kolkata with
effect from 18.01.2025 &
leaving Jaynagar with ef-
fect from 19.01.2025. •
13151/13152 Kolkata –
Jammu Tawi – Kolkata Ex-
press leaving Kolkata with
effect from 16.01.2025 &
leaving Jammu Tawi with
effect from 18.01.2025. •
12329/12330 Sealdah –
Anand Vihar – Sealdah Ex-
press leaving Sealdah with
effect from 21.01.2025 &
leaving Anand Vihar Ter-
minal with effect from
22.01.2025. •
12379/12380 Sealdah –
Amritsar – Sealdah Ex-
press leaving Sealdah with
effect from 17.01.2025 &
leaving Amritsar with ef-
fect from 19.01.2025. •
12343/12344 Sealdah –
Haldibari – Sealdah Dar-
jeeling Mail leaving Seal-
dah with effect from
16.01.2025 & leaving
Haldibari with effect from
17.01.2025. •
12377/12378 Sealdah –
New Alipurduar – Sealdah
Padatik Express leaving
Sealdah with effect from
16.01.2025 & leaving New
Alipurduar with effect
from 17.01.2025. •
12361/12362 Asansol –
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminal (Mumbai) – Asan-
sol Express leaving Asansol
with effect from 19.01.2025
& leaving Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj Terminal
(Mumbai) with effect from
22.01.2025. • 12376/12375
Jasidih – Tambaram – Ja-
sidih Express leaving Ja-
sidih with effect from
22.01.2025 & leaving Tam-
baram with effect from
25.01.2025. • 12335/12336
Bhagalpur – Lokmanya
Tilak (T) – Bhagalpur Ex-
press leaving Bhagalpur
with effect from 17.01.2025
& leaving Lokmanya Tilak
(T) with effect from
19.01.2025. • 22311/22312
Godda – Lokmanya Tilak (T)
– Godda Express leaving
Godda with effect from
19.01.2025 & leaving Lok-
manya Tilak (T) with effect
from 23.01.2025.

PoGB advocate raises voice  against au-
thorities for basic rights and facilities

MI News Service,Gilgit : Muhammad Jalil,
an advocate from Pakistan-occupied Gilgit
Baltistan, has raised a strong voice in sup-
port of the legal community in PoGB, call-
ing attention to the lack of essential
facilities and services that are available to
their counterparts in other provinces of
Pakistan.  Lawyers in Pakistan-occupied
Gilgit Baltistan (PoGB) are demanding
equal rights and access to basic facilities,
such as healthcare and specialized courts,
which are available to their counterparts
in other parts of Pakistan. 

They highlight the absence of dedi-
cated courts in PoGB, leading to signifi-
cant delays in delivering justice to the
local population.  

According to Jalil, the region's legal
professionals are facing severe disadvan-
tages, as they do not have access to cru-
cial support systems such as health
protection and specialized courts, which
are available in other provinces.  In an in-
terview, Jalil highlighted the stark differ-
ences in the legal infrastructure between
PoGB and other parts of the country. 

Elon Musk high-
lights Trump’s af-
fair with Diet Coke
MI News Service, Washing-
ton DC: Tesla CEO Elon
Musk on Wednesday called
the inventor of Diet Coke a
‘genius’ as his love for coke
is well known.

Musk shared an image
of US President-elect Don-
ald Trump with Coca-Cola
CEO James Quincey as the
latter gifted him a custom
commemorative bottle of
Diet Coke.  “The inventor
of Diet Coke is a genius,”
the post read.  Trump’s
Deputy Director of Com-
munications Margo Martin
also shared a photo of the
glass bottle and a note ac-
companying it. The glass
bottle features a unique
label showcasing an image
of the White House along
with the slogan, “The Inau-
guration of the President of
the United States Donald J.
Trump.”

A note beside the bot-
tle reads, “Founded 126
years ago in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, The Coca-Cola Com-
pany takes great pride in
producing hundreds of
brands that people enjoy.
Along with our 60+ inde-
pendent bottling partners,
the Coca-Cola system gen-
erates $58+ billion in U.S.
economic activity annually
and supports more than
860,000 jobs in the United
States. We’re proud to con-
tinue our decades-long tra-
dition of celebrating the
U.S. presidential inaugura-
tion with a commemorative
[bottle]”.  Donald Trump’s
love affair with Coke is an
old one.  In 2012, he said in
a post on X, “I have never
seen a thin person drinking
Diet Coke.”  Elon Musk
himself admitted about his
‘drinking problem’.  Earlier
on January 9, he shared a
picture of his bedside table
filled with six empty cans
of diet coke.  “I have a
drinking problem,” Musk
said in a post on X.  After
US President Joe Biden
took office, it appeared on
January 22, 2021 that he
removed the ‘Diet Coke’
button installed on the
presidential desk by his
predecessor Donald
Trump, who was devoted
to the soda drink. 
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Tamil Nadu Dragons team appreciates
Simdega's hockey development efforts

PC JHA

RANCHI : Tamil Nadu Dragons
former Olympians foreign play-
ers visited Simdega Hockey
Centre and met with young play-
ers and appreciated district
hockey efforts for the develop-
ment of hockey.

Members of Tamil Nadu
Dragon were very happy to see
the enthusiasm of the district's
trainee players and Tamil Nadu
Hockey President cum Hockey
India Treasurer Shekhar J
Manoharan also talked about
taking the players of the district
to Rourkela to show them HIL
match in the last week of
January as soon as the cold sub-
sides.

Foreign players and coaches
included in the Tamil Nadu
Dragons team who cheered the
district trainees on the Astroturf
at Simdega were Head coach :
Rein Van Eijk - Netherlands,
Analytical coach : Garreth
Ewing - South Africa, David
Harte - GK - Ireland, Jip Janssen
- Defender - Netherlands, Moritz
Ludwig - Defender - Germany,
Tom Craig - Mid - Australia,
Thomas Sorsby - Mid -

Australia, Martin Zwicker - Mid-
Germany, Blake Govers - Mid -
Australia, Nathan Ephraums -
Mid - Australia.

All players including their
coach share their experiences
and said about their success,
shared their knowledge of hock-
ey stick and ball with the young
players, encouraged the young
players by distributing T-shirts
as gifts to more than 100 play-
ers.

HIL Hockey India League
Women and Men is currently

being organized in Ranchi and
Rourkela from December 28 to
February 1. Teams consisting of
Indian and foreign players are
continuously arriving in Ranchi,
Rourkela via Simdega.

The Tamil Nadu Dragons
team visited the Astroturf
Hockey Stadium of Simdega,
Jharkhand while going from
Rourkela to Ranchi for their
next match. The young players
met more than 100 trainee play-
ers receiving training and dis-
cussed hockey with them.

Players like Martin Zicker,
who has played more than 300
international matches including
3 World Cup Olympics for his
country Germany in the last 17
years, penalty corner specialist
Nathan Ephraums from
Australia, Amit Rohidas, the
strong wall of the current Indian
hockey team, told the trainee
players of the district about the
secret of their success.

In this 40 member group, 8
foreign and 16 Indian players
were present among the 24

international players and coach-
es like ELJK REIN VAN, DIXON
CHARLES, EWING GARRRETH.
All of them shared their knowl-
edge with the players of
Simdega.

All the foreign and domestic
guest players also explained the
hockey skills with the trainee
players of the district with hock-
ey stick and ball in the Astroturf
Hockey Stadium. They were
very happy to meet so many
players together in Simdega,
more than 100 players from 8 to
18 years of age, and encouraged
all the trainee players present
by giving them T-shirts on
behalf of Tamil Nadu Dragon.

Simdega is a big centre of
hockey in India, where the
grassroots development pro-
gramme has produced more
than 50 international players.
Hockey Simdega President
Manoj Konbegi welcomed every-
one and told about Simdega and
said that from this ground, a
dozen players including the cur-
rent captain of the Indian
women's hockey team Salima
Tete, Sangeeta Kumari, Beauty
Dungdung have emerged in the
last 10 years.

East Bengal FC leave it
late to snatch full points
KOLKATA (WEST BENGAL) : East
Bengal took their second straight
win of the season in the IWL
2024-25, beating citymates
Sribhumi FC 1-0 at the East
Bengal ground on Wednesday, as
per the official website of I-
League.

Soumya Guguloth scored the
only goal of the match in the 76th
minute. This was newly-promoted
Sribhumi's second straight defeat
after losing to Sethu FC in
Chennai.

East Bengal's formidable
squad had underwhelmed in their
opening encounter, and perhaps
keen to make amends kicked
things off in a flurry, creating and
spurning a host of early chances.
The first arrived as early as the
fourth minute, when Soumya
Guguloth volleyed a loose ball
inside the box, only for a Sribhumi
defender to block it away from
goal.

Waves of East Bengal attacks
produced similar results, their
inability to finish also due in part
to some brave Sribhumi defend-
ing. In the 14th minute though
East Bengal had perhaps the
clearest chance at goal anyone
will get this season. A long ball
played out from midfield fell into
Resty Nanziri's brilliant run
towards goal.

A panicked and over eager
Monalisha Devi rushed out of
goal, outside the box, in an
attempt to intercept, only to be
beaten by Nanziri. The Ugandan
rounded the goalkeeper, drove
into the box, and with an empty
target awaiting, shot wide.

Her luck would not turn. Four

minutes later, Guguloth's work on
the right wing saw her cut a teas-
ing low cross towards the centre
of the six-yard area just inches
away from Nanziri's foot. Any
connection would have given the
hosts the lead. Devi made amends
for her earlier rush of blood by
making a smart save from
Elshaddai Acheampong, after the
forward had picked up a headed
through ball to shoot towards
goal. Half time beckoned, and
Sribhumi went off for the break,
relieved.

The trend continued in the sec-
ond half, East Bengal's wingers in
particular constantly dropping in
dangerous crosses, unfortunately
often with no one to finish them.

Sribhumi slowly grew into the
game in the final twenty minutes,
and even created some chances of
their own. In the 72nd minute,
they had a great chance to go in
front, when Rimpa Haldar was
played through on goal. The for-
ward cut into the box and found
the space to fire a shot.
Unfortunately it did not carry
enough power to trouble Panthoi
Chanu.

East Bengal made the visitors
pay for that missed chance four
minutes later -- and earned due
reward for their own efforts.
From a corner, the ball bounced
around on the left edge of the box,
Nanziri's cross blocked into the
path of Sulanjana Raul.

The substitute's low cross flew
to the other end of the box, to an
unmarked Soumya, who duly
smashed it in. East Bengal rode
out the game comfortably to take
their second successive victory. 

Yuki Bhambri-Albano Olivetti 
crashes out of Australia Open 2025 
losing in first round of men's doubles
MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] : The pair of Yuki Bhambri and Albano
Olivetti bowed out of the first round of the ongoing Australia Open
2025 as they lost to the Australian duo Tristan Schoolkate and Adam
Walton in the first round on Wednesday.

Bhambri, a silver medal winner in singles at the 2010 Youth
Olympics, and Olivetti went down in straight sets, losing 6-2, 7(7)-
6(3) against the Australian wildcards at Melbourne Park.

Bhambri, 32, and Olivetti, 33, were broken in the fourth game on
the Indian's serve as the Australian pair took a 3-1 lead.

The Indo-French duo had an opportunity to bounce back in the
very next game but Schoolkate and Walton saved a break point
before extending their lead to 4-1.

The Aussie duo pressed their advantage and broke Bhambri once
again to close the first set eight games in.

The second set saw Bhambri and Olivetti squander two break
points in the opening game, which would eventually prove detrimen-
tal to their cause.

Both Bhambri and Olivetti as well as Schoolkate and Walton
would hold their serves for the remainder of the second set to force
a tie-breaker, which the Australians won 7-3 to secure their victory.

After Rohan Bopanna exited the men's doubles event on Tuesday
and Bhambri's first-round ouster on Wednesday, India's hopes in the
draw now rest on N Sriram Balaji and Rithvik Bollipalli.

Balaji will team up with Mexico's Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela
while Bollipalli is partnering with USA's Ryan Seggerman in the first
Grand Slam of the year. Both pairs are scheduled to play on
Thursday.

Rohan Bopanna and Shuai Zhang of the People's Republic of
China, a two-time Grand Slam champion and former World No. 2,
will also be seen in action in mixed doubles.

In singles, Sumit Nagal was eliminated in the first round by
Czechia's Tomas Machac.

KUALA LUMPUR [MALAYSIA] :
Nigeria, the Africa qualifiers,
made a strong statement in the
ICC Women's U19 World Cup,
comfortably chasing down
Scotland's target of 62 in just 11.3
overs during Wednesday's warm-
up match at the Royal Selangor
Club, as per ICC.

Elsewhere, New Zealand hit
back after a warm-up outing
defeat to the USA on day one,
claiming victory over West Indies
in their second practice outing
with a confident performance at
the UKM Oval.

The USA went two from two
with a victory over Nepal, while
there were morning victories for
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, with
the latter claiming a Super Over
win over England.

Alongside the Nigerians there
were wins for Ireland, Australia
and India.

Lilian Ude ensured there was
no respite for the Scots in
Nigeria's push, claiming 3/15 to
back the work of opening bowlers
Peace Usen and Muhibat Amusa.
Pippa Sproul's 25 helped
Scotland's pushback, but the
wickets kept tumbling at the other
end.

Captain Piety led Nigeria in the
chase, finishing 28 not out from
just 16 balls, hitting three sixes,
with Victory Igbinedion making
another score of note (25) after
her work against Pakistan two
days ago to close out the win.

At the picturesque Selangur
Turf Club, reeling at 66/8 at one
stage, England had recovered to
113/9 from their 20 overs, with

Prisha Thanawala (28) and Tilly
Corteen-Coleman (23 not out) put-
ting on 46 for the ninth wicket.
Phoebe Brett's 3/32 and Davina
Perrin's 2/6 ensured a tough
defence of the low total, with a
run out from Charlotte Lambert
and Corteen-Coleman denying a
match-winning run off the final
ball of Bangladesh's innings.

A six from Sadia Akter lifted
Bangladesh's Super Over total to
113, before the calm of Habiba
Islam Pinky closed out a tense
win. It was a successful hit out for
the Kiwis in their victory over the
West Indies, with Emma McLeod
(50) and Kate Irwin (46) both com-
ing off the ground to hand Eve
Wolland (22) and Anika Todd (20)
the chance to bat, posting 151.

Seven of New Zealand's 10
bowlers went on to claim wickets
for their side, bowling the WIndies
out for 72.

USA meanwhile made another
statement, restricting Nepal to
just 58, passing the target inside
14 overs.

Six bowlers shared wickets for
the Americans, with Isani Vaghela
leading the side to victory, even
after resistance from Riya
Sharma, who claimed three wick-
ets for Nepal.

At the Kolej Tuanku Ja'afar
Ground, a five-wicket haul from
Limansa Thilakaratne ensured a
Sri Lankan victory despite being
held to 114 in a spirited Samoan
bowling performance.

Australia posted 137 and were
largely untroubled, as Kate Pelle,
Ines McKeon, Eleanor Larosa and
Grace Lyons all enjoyed time in
the middle.

Rain affected India's meeting
with South Africa, as Niki Prasad's
team won by six wickets on the
DLS method.

MELBOURNE [AUSTRALIA] :
For the second consecutive
match in his Australian Open
campaign, Novak Djokovic faced
a four-set challenge from a
Grand Slam debutant. After
overcoming 19-year-old Nishesh
Basavareddy in the first round,
Djokovic defeated 21-year-old
qualifier Jaime Faria 6-1, 6-
7(4), 6-3, 6-2 on Wednesday,
continuing his pursuit of a 25th
Grand Slam singles title and
100th ATP tour-level title.

Similar to his opener against
Basavareddy, Djokovic encoun-
tered resistance from his
younger opponent but eventual-
ly took control to secure a com-
fortable victory. The 37-year-old
got off to a strong start, estab-
lishing a lead of one set and a
break, but his level dipped,
allowing Portugal's Faria to win
four consecutive games and
make his mark on Rod Laver
Arena. Though Djokovic forced
a tiebreak, Faria, ranked No.
125 in the ATP Rankings, used
his serve and forehand effective-
ly to take the second set.

"I think I responded very
well in the third and particularly
fourth set, the way I ended the
match," said the Serbian, as per

the official website of ATP.
"He was playing lights-out

tennis towards the end of the
second set and beginning of the
third. I had to weather the
storm. He's been practically
serving two first serves the
entire match. It's not easy to
play someone like that who
doesn't have obviously anything
to lose coming out. He's a big
guy, very young... so I told him

at the net, the future is bright
for him, he should keep going,"
he added.

With guidance from his
coach, Andy Murray, urging him
to play more aggressively,
Djokovic regained control in the
third set. He faced only one
break point in the final two sets,
dominating his first-serve points
(90% according to Infosys Stats)
and closing out the match in

three hours.
Djokovic now advances to the

third round, where he will face
26th-seeded Czech player Tomas
Machac. Machac edged past
Reilly Opelka in a grueling five-
set match earlier on Wednesday,
winning 3-6, 7-6(1), 6-7(5), 7-
6(4), 6-4. The two players have
met twice before, splitting their
encounters in 2023 and 2024.
Machac claimed their most

recent match in the Geneva
semi-finals, while Djokovic pre-
vailed in their first meeting in
Dubai, winning a decisive
tiebreak.

This marks Djokovic's 17th
appearance in the Australian
Open third round out of 20 tour-
naments. By contesting his
430th Grand Slam singles
match, he surpasses Roger
Federer to set the all-time
record for most major singles
matches played by any player,
male or female.

"I love this sport. I love com-
petition," Djokovic said.

"I try to give my best every
single time. It's been over 20
years that I've been competing
in Grand Slams at the highest
level. Whether I win or lose one
thing is for sure: I'll always
leave my heart out on the
court," he noted, as quoted by
the official website of ATP.

At 37 years and 249 days by
the tournament's end, Djokovic
is vying to become the oldest
Grand Slam champion in the
Open Era. The current record is
held by Ken Rosewall, who won
the 1972 Australian Open at 37
years and 62 days.

India's no.1 female chess
player, Humpy Koneru,
returns to Norway 
Chess Women 2025
STAVANGER [NORWAY] : India's top-ranked female chess player,
Humpy Koneru, will return to compete in Norway Chess Women
2025. Currently ranked World No.6 in women's classical chess,
Humpy aims to make her mark in the prestigious chess tourna-
ment.

Humpy Koneru's return to Norway Chess Women highlights her
remarkable career, filled with significant milestones. In 2002, she
became the first Indian woman to achieve the Grandmaster title,
securing her place in chess history. Today, she remains India's No.1
in women's chess and a respected figure worldwide.

Her achievements include winning the World Rapid
Championship title twice--in 2019 and 2024. She was also named
BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year in 2020, recognizing her con-
tributions to Indian sports. Her victories in the Olympiad, Asian
Games, and Asian Championships have further confirmed her sta-
tus as one of the top female players in chess.

Norway Chess 2025 will give Humpy the opportunity to demon-
strate her skills once again. As one of only two female players in
chess history to cross the 2600 rating mark, she has consistently
broken barriers and paved the way for women's chess. Her partici-
pation this year reflects her determination and drive to compete at
the highest level.

"It's an honour to play in the prestigious Norway Chess Women
tournament," said Humpy Koneru, as per a release from Norway
Chess.

When asked to describe herself, she chose the word "self-disci-
plined," a quality that defines her approach to chess and her rise to
the top. This discipline has helped her remain focused, consistent,
and resilient, even against tough opponents.

Humpy's participation in global tournaments continues to
inspire aspiring chess players, particularly young women in India
and around the world. Her journey is a testament to how determi-
nation and discipline can lead to extraordinary success.

"Humpy's achievements speak volumes, and we are delighted to
welcome her back to Norway Chess Women 2025," said Kjell
Madland, Founder and Tournament Director of Norway Chess.

Humpy Koneru's return to Norway Chess Women is highly antic-
ipated. With her proven track record, and being no. 3 of the highest
rated female players in Norway Chess Women 2025, she is a strong
contender for the title. Norway Chess is one of the world's premier
chess tournaments, bringing together the top male and female play-
ers in a distinctive 6-player double round-robin format. The intro-
duction of Norway Chess Women in 2024, with equal prize funds
for men and women, underscores the event's commitment to gen-
der equality and innovation in the sport. Norway Chess 2025 will
take place from May 26 to 6 June. 

U19WC 2025 warm-ups:
Nigeria shine, Bangladesh
edge super over

Djokovic battles past another debutant
to advance at Australian Open

THE 37-YEAR-OLD
GOT OFF TO A

STRONG START,
ESTABLISHING A

LEAD OF ONE SET
AND A BREAK,
BUT HIS LEVEL

DIPPED, 
ALLOWING

PORTUGAL'S
FARIA TO WIN

FOUR 
CONSECUTIVE

GAMES AND MAKE
HIS MARK ON ROD

LAVER ARENA.


