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Mamata Banerjee hands over govt jobs to members

of Santosh Trophy winning team of Bengal

'If hostages in Gaza are not freed, all hell will break loose', Donald Trump warns Hamas

Death toll rises to 128 and 30,000 evacuated in Tibet-
Nepal earthquake as rescue operations ramp up

Congress promises Rs 25 lakh health cover before Delhi polls

TMC backs AAP for February 
5 Delhi elections, strengthening

Opposition alliance

India's younger generation is driving

global developments, remarks S Jaishankar

at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

10 lakh jobs secured through Utkarsh Bangla: CM Mamata; Candidly shares her student-life memories
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee recently made during the state-organized Student Week celebration, from the DhonoDhanyo auditorium, spoke about the numerous developments
in education and training across the state. “Kolkata now has many universities, which are among the top-tier institutions.”  She went on to explain how the government has es-
tablished 500 Industrial Training Institutes (it is) and polytechnics, providing training opportunities to students.Mamata mentioned the ‘Utkarsh Bangla’ initiative, through which
industries have been connected to the state’s educational institutions. Mamata Banerjee mentioned that 10 lakh students have already secured... PG 3

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee hands over appointment letters for government jobs to the Bengal football team that clinched the Santosh
Trophy, at the State-level Students' Week-2025 programme at Dhono Dhanyo auditorium in Kolkata on Wednesday. Pic- Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In keeping with her prom-
ise,Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee offered govern-
ment jobs on Wednesday
to the members of  the
Bengal football team that
has clinched the presti-
gious Santosh Trophy.

Accordingly, each
player of the winning team
received his appointment
letter of Assistant Sub In-
spector in the West Bengal
police directly from the
Chief Minister at a grand
ceremony at the state gov-
ernment’s Dhano Dhanye
Auditorium this afternoon.

In addition each mem-
ber of the winning football
team was presented with

Rs 2 lakh for his unique
performance as one of its
members.

Under the coaching of
Sanjoy Sen, Bengal ended
its long wait for the San-
tosh Trophy title to become
the National  champion,de-
feating Kerala in the final
by a solitary goal (1-0).
Following this historic vic-
tory, Mamata Banerjee
first congratulated the
team on social media,
specifically lauding Robi
Hansda, who scored the
decisive goal in the final
and won the Golden Boot
with 13 goals in the tour-
nament. Later, the Chief
Minister met the team at
Nabanna and announced a

cash prize of �50 lakh for
the team. She also in-
structed Sports Minister
Aroop Biswas to arrange
government jobs for the
players.

The recruitment
process for the players
began promptly after the
announcement. Despite
skepticism about the feasi-
bility of completing the for-
malities quickly, the
promise was fulfilled with-
out delay. On Saturday, the
players signed the neces-
sary government docu-
ments at the IFA office. By
Wednesday, they were
handed over their appoint-
ment letters, making their
dreams come true.

The ceremony was at-
tended by the entire team,
including coach Sanjoy Sen
and key players such as
captain Chakku Mandi,
Saurav Samanta, and
Aditya Patra. Popular fig-
ures like actor Dev and ac-
tress June Malia also
graced the event. The foot-
ballers have been ap-
pointed to positions in the
police department as per
their educational qualifica-
tions.

Bengal’s Santosh Tro-
phy victory marked its
33rd national champi-
onship title, solidifying its
position as a football pow-
erhouse. The final saw
Bengal triumph over Ker-

ala, with Ravi Hansda
scoring the winning goal.
The players were accorded
a hero’s welcome upon
their return to Kolkata,
with Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas remaining present
at the airport to greet
them.

This initiative not only
recognizes the players’
achievements but also re-
flects the state govern-
ment’s commitment to
promoting sports and sup-
porting athletes. The ges-
ture has been widely
appreciated, with hopes
that it will inspire future
generations to pursue ex-
cellence in football and
other sports. 

MI News Service, Kolkata /
New Delhi: Ahead of the
February 2025 Delhi As-
sembly elections, the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC)
has announced its official
support to the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), marking a
crucial development in the
country’s political land-
scape.  

This endorsement
comes at a time when AAP
is seeking to retain its hold
on the 70-member Delhi
Assembly, and the support
from TMC is expected to
strengthen AAP’s position
as it heads into the elec-
tions to retain its power  in
the National capital for the
next five years.

Arvind Kejriwal, AAP's
national convenor and for-
mer Delhi Chief minister,
expressed his gratitude to-
ward TMC supremo and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for offer-
ing her backing. On social
media platform X, Kejriwal
wrote, “I am personally
grateful to Mamata Didi.
Thank you, Didi. You have
always supported and
blessed us in our good and
bad times,” highlighting the
importance of the TMC’s en-
dorsement in the context of
the upcoming Delhi elec-
tions. 

This announcement fol-
lows a similar move by the
Samajwadi Party (SP),

which also extended its sup-
port to AAP for the next
month’s elections. The TMC
and SP are now aligned with
AAP, forming a stronger op-
position front within the
INDIA Bloc as AAP gears up
to face the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). This col-
laboration comes as the po-
litical dynamics of the Delhi
Assembly are set to play a
crucial role in shaping the
future direction of national
politics. 

The Delhi Assembly
elections will be held on
February 5 and the results
are set to be declared on
February 8. The support
from TMC and SP is ex-
pected to bolster AAP’s ef-
forts in retaining its majority
in the Delhi Assembly,
which has been under
AAP's control for  the past
ten years. These alliances
reflect a growing trend
among opposition parties to
unite and challenge the
dominance of the BJP in
Delhi, a critical electoral
battleground. 

For AAP, the backing of
TMC and SP signals a
strengthening of its al-
liances across political lines,
potentially leading to a
more competitive environ-
ment during the elections.
This move could serve as a
significant shift in the dy-
namics of the Delhi elec-
tions, with opposition

parties coming together to
challenge the BJP’s influ-
ence. The implications of
these elections extend be-
yond the city-state of Delhi,
as the outcome may influ-
ence the national political
landscape, especially with
the upcoming general elec-
tions. 

The support from TMC
could also be viewed as part
of the larger effort by Ma-
mata Banerjee and other
opposition leaders to chal-
lenge the BJP’s political
dominance across India. By
extending support to AAP,
TMC aims to strengthen the
opposition unity, creating a
more formidable challenge
for the ruling party, espe-
cially in the context of the
general elections that are
expected to take place later
. 

The results of the Delhi
Assembly elections will be
keenly watched, as they
could have broader politi-
cal ramifications, impact-
ing not only Delhi's
political future but also the
national political scene in
the run-up to the next gen-
eral elections. The collab-
oration between AAP,
TMC, and SP is seen as a
significant step towards
forming a united opposi-
tion against the BJP in the
upcoming elections both at
the state as well as the na-
tional level. 

Cold conditions intensify
in Kashmir valley after

brief respite

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: Highlight-
ing the pivotal role of
India's younger generation
in driving global develop-
ments, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has
emphasized Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's close
connection with the coun-
try’s youth on every issue
related to India’s all round
development.

Speaking at the 18th
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) in the capital city of
Odisha on Wednesday,Jais-
hankar shared a memory
of Indian badminton star
and Olympic medalist P V
Sindhu and said "I still re-
call some time ago an ob-
servation by a famous
Indian badminton player
PV Sindhu on why PM
Modi is a youth icon. She
summed it up as his atti-
tude which moved the na-
tion from 'chalta hai' to
'badal sakta hai' to 'hoga
kaise nahi.'"

Jaishankar empha-
sised that the country’s
younger generations are
currently shaping signifi-
cant global changes, in-
cluding innovations
related to Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI),electric vehicles
(EVs), startups, and even
sports like cricket and
chess.

The EAM said, "At a
time when so many key de-
velopments in the world
are being shaped by the
younger generations -
whether we talk of AI or
EV, innovation or startups,
cricket, chess or any sports
- at home we have just

started our journey of
Viksit Bharat in the Amrit
Kaal... While development
itself is a very complex
task - but it becomes easier
when we are confident that
nothing is beyond us."

Jaishankar also urged
the members of the Indian
diaspora to promote India
as a tourist destination. He
stated, "We also regularly
welcome the visits of PIO
journalists to India. Let me
take the opportunity to
urge you on behalf of
Prime Minister Modi to
promote India as a tourism
destination. If young Indian
PIOs bring their equally
young friends from abroad
to explore this uniquely
rich and diverse heritage
and culture, this will surely
become a lifelong habit for
them."

On a more personal

note, Jaishankar explained
the decision to break tradi-
tion in choosing the guest
of honor at the event. "Nor-
mally we pick somebody
from the political world for
that position (guest of hon-
our). On this occasion we
have made a departure - I
think a very understand-
able and a very justifiable
departure of picking some-
one from the world of
media, from the world of
business," he said.

Jaishankar continued,
saying, "Because young In-
dians today are succeeding
in so many domains and
it's important that we
recognise that... This state
(Odisha) offers a tremen-
dous opportunity to experi-
ence personally much of
what we would be dis-
cussing in the course of the
PBD. Its cultural festivals
and religious and archaeo-
logical sites are a reminder
why we in India consider
ourselves to be a civilisa-
tional society."

The 18th Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas conven-
tion, being held from Janu-
ary 8 to 10, , is a significant
event celebrating the In-
dian diaspora.

Over 50 countries are
represented at the conven-
tion, which focuses on the
theme "Diaspora's Contri-
bution to a Viksit Bharat."

Prime Minister Modi
will inaugurate the event
on January 9, highlighting
the growing importance of
India's global engagement
and the key role of its dias-
pora in shaping the na-
tion's future. 

MI News Service, New
Delhi:  In accordance with
the party’s slogan during
the upcoming polls, the
Congress  has promised a
"Jeevan Raksha Yojana"
for free health insurance
of up to Rs 25 lakh if it is
voted to power in Delhi.

Senior Congress leader
and former Rajasthan
chief minister Ashok
Gehlot said  on Wednesday
that the proposed scheme
would be a game-changer.

"The chances of the

Congress forming the gov-
ernment in Delhi are in-
creasing. I believe this is
also necessary for the
country," he said.

Gehlot also highlighted
that the proposed scheme
reflected the party's com-
mitment to addressing
Delhi residents' healthcare
needs. The party's cam-
paign slogan "Hogi Har
Zarurat Puri, Congress Hai
Zaroori" was prominently
displayed during the an-
nouncement, highlighting

the Congress' "promise" of
ensuring essential services
for all.

Gehlot said the pro-
posed scheme aimed to
provide comprehensive
health coverage to fami-
lies, covering medical ex-
penses for critical
illnesses, hospitalisations,
and treatments.

Polling for the 70-
member Delhi Assembly
will be held on February 5
and the votes counted on
February 8. 

MI News Service, Srinagar:
After a brief respite for three
days cold conditions in the
entire Kashmir valley inten-
sified further with  night tem-
peratures dipping far below
the freezing point on
Wednesday.

Quoting reports from the
local MET office,  sources
here said owing to clear
skies, night temperatures
dipped below the freezing
point across the valley in-
cluding in Srinagar where
the minimum temperature
was recorded at minus 10
degree celsius, down from
the previous night's 1.9 de-
gree.As a result the entire
city and its neighbourhood
was blanketed by thick snow
causing severe inmconve-
niences to the people to com-
mute and do their day to day
work The intencity of the bit-
ing cold was felt  much dur-
ing the day time because of

the clear sky, says one of the
resident of the capital city.

Similarly, Gulmarg, a
tourist resort town known for
skiing activities in north
Kashmir, also did not lag far
behind and recorded a  very
low  temperature of minus
9.8 degree celsius, compared
to the previous night’s minus
6.6 degree celsius. In Pahal-
gam, one of the base camps
for the annual Amarnath
Yatra in south Kashmir, the
minimum temperature set-
tled at minus 8.2 degree cel-
sius against the previous
night’s minus 7.8 degree.

Qazigund, the gateway
town to the valley, logged a
low of minus 2.4 degree cel-
sius while Konibal in Pam-
pore town registered a
minimum temperature of
minus 1 degree. Kupwara in
north Kashmir recorded 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News  Service, Kathmandu : The bod-
ies of altogether 128 people have so far
been recovered from the rubble of the
devastating 7.1 magnitude earthquake in
the  mountainous border regions of Tibet
and Nepal on Tuesday morning  which
has also flatten a large areas in the both
the countries.

More than 400 people are still be-
lieved to remain trapped inside the rubble
of many houses and other  buildings
which were hit  by  one of the most pow-
erful earthquake in the Himalayan
foothills .

According to Chinese officials, during
the past 24 hours  more than 30,000 res-
idents in Tibet have been relocated as the
search for survivors continued into its sec-
ond day on Wednesday. At least 128 peo-
ple were  found dead and 188 injured in
Tibet, alone  though there was no report
of any human casualty either in Nepal or
in parts of  neighbouring India, Bhutan
and Bangladesh .

Two of the strongest earthquakes in

recent years, of 7.1 and 6.8 magnitudes,
struck on Tuesday with its epicenter in
Tingri, located in China’s Tibet region,
about 80 km (50 miles) north of Mount
Everest. The tremor also shook buildings
in neighbouring Nepal, Bhutan, and India.

Survivors trapped under rubble en-
dured a night in sub-zero temperatures,
facing risks of hypothermia and dehydra-
tion. In the high-altitude region, temper-
atures dropped to as low as minus 18°C
(0°F) overnight, compounding the strug-
gles of those left homeless.

An initial survey revealed that 3,609
homes were destroyed in Tibet’s Shigatse
region, which has a population of
800,000. Chinese state media reported
that more than 500 responders and 106
ambulances were deployed to assist the
injured. Emergency supplies, including
tents, food rations, and electrical genera-
tors, reached affected areas by Tuesday
evening. Damaged roads were 

uu Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Washington
(DC): If Hamas does not re-
lease all its  hostages by  his
inauguration day on January
20, all hell will break loose in
the Middle East , warns US
President- elect Donald Trump
at least four times.

Trump, however, did not
elaborate on what actions he
might take if the captives are
not released by the time he
takes office.

According to informed

sources, about 120 odd
hostages, including some
Americans, are still  in captive
after they were abducted by
Hamas militants in a sudden
attack in Israeli territory on
October 7, 2023,. But many
believe that since then many
of these hostages might have
been killed in captivity.

Speaking with reporters at
a news conference in  Florida
on Tuesday, Trump  said  “I
don't want to hurt your nego-

tiation, but if the remaining
hostages  are not back by the
time I get into office,( on Jan-
uary 20) all hell will break out
in the Middle East,”.

Trump who will be sworn
in  as the 47th President of
the United States after about
two weeks., was responding to
a question on the status of ne-
gotiations with Hamas on the
release of American and other
hostages.

Meanwhile, his Special

Envoy to the Middle East
Steven Charles Witkoff, who
has just returned from the re-
gion, also said earlier that ne-
gotiations about the release of
all hostages were at the final
stages and that  “they are on
the verge of it”.

“I believe we've been on
the verge of it. I don't want to
discuss sort of what's delayed
it, no point in being negative
in any way. But I think it's the
president, his stature, what

he's said he expects, the red
lines he's put out there, that's
driving this negotiation”,
Witkoff said.

Noting that they are mak-
ing a lot of progress, he said:
“I don't want to say too much
because I think they're doing
a really good job back in
Doha”. “I'm leaving tomorrow
to go back to Doha. But I think
that we've had some 

uu Continued on page 3
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High school students welcome class 5th, 6th 
students at Basudevpur Vidyamandir High School 

Temp drop expected  
ahead of Makar Sankrant

HRH Prince Dr. M. A. Ali 
Invited to Prestigious 

Cultural Event in Indonesia

BSF using both ultra- 
modern, conventional 

methods to guard border 
with Bangladesh: Official

 East Bengal FC rope in  Venezuelan 
forward Richard Celis

Important case from Sebaashray camp today

Ganga Sagar Kapil Muni Temple Committee 
to send letter to Centre: Mahant Sanjay Das

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Strong winds 
began sweeping across the 
region from Tuesday night, 
bringing a damp, chilly feel 
to the air. With Makar Sank-
ranti approaching, many 
are wondering if the rain 
will arrive before the fes-
tival and whether the tem-
perature will drop sharp-
ly. According to the Alipur 
Weather Office, there could 
be a significant drop in tem-
perature across South Ben-
gal in the next 24 hours. 
The Ganga SagarMela be-
gins on Wednesday, and 
Makar Sankranti falls on 
January 14. The weather 
department predicts that 
the mercury could dip by 2 

to 3 degrees Celsius in the 
coming days, particularly 
in the western districts of 
Bengal. These areas could 
see temperatures fall to 
around 10 degrees Celsius. 
This raises the question: 
will the cold weather con-
tinue through mid-Janu-
ary? The weather depart-
ment suggests that the 
cold spell is unlikely to last 
longer than 4-5 days. After 
that, the western distur-
bances will bring warm-
er conditions to Bengal. 
In Kolkata, fog has been 
gradually clearing, but the 
sun has been delayed in 
making an appearance in re-
cent days. The temperature 
on Tuesday was recorded at 

16.2°C, but the weather de-
partment predicts a further 
drop in the next 24 hours. 
The temperature in the city 
may decrease by 2-3 de-
grees over the next few days. 
The weather office has is-
sued a fog warning for Kol-
kata and other districts in 
South Bengal today. Dense 
fog is also expected in North 
Bengal, but the fog cleared 
early enough for residents 
to see the Kanchenjunga 
mountain range. On the oth-
er hand, hailstorms were 
reported in Sandakphu, and 
the department forecasts 
snowfall in Darjeeling. The 
hilly areas will experience 
biting cold temperatures in 
the coming days.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   East Bengal FC 
secured the services of Ven-
ezuelan national team for-
ward Richard Enrique Celis 
Sanchez for the remainder 
of the current season. Ce-
lis, who last played for Ac-
ademia Puerto Cabello in 
Venezuela’s top division 
in October 2024, brings 
a wealth of international 
experience to the Indian 
Super League (ISL) club. 
 Head coach Oscar Bru-
zon said as quoted by the 
ISL press release, “We ex-
pect Richard’s talent, skills, 
commitment and deter-
mination to embody East 
Bengal’s values. We hope 
he’ll make a significant im-

pact as we strive together 
for immediate success.” 
Celis is a versatile attacker 
who can play as both left 
winger and centre-forward, 
he has represented several 
top-tier clubs in Venezu-
ela such as Atletico Ven-
ezuela CF, Deportivo JBL, 
Caracas FC and Academia 
Puerto Cabello, besides 
Colombia’s Millonarios FC 
and Slovakia’s FK Senica. 
Celis has also represent-
ed the Venezuelan nation-
al team in the FIFA World 
Cup Qualifiers and the 
Copa America in the past. 
 The 28-year-old brings with 
him a wealth of experience, 
having scored crucial goals 
in over 250 top-tier club 

matches across domestic 
leagues and the Copa Liber-
tadores. Celis played a piv-
otal role in helping Caracas 
win the Venezuelan Primera 
Division title in 2019 and Mil-
lonarios’ triumphant 2022 
Copa Colombia campaign. 
Celis shared his excitement 
about joining Emami East 
Bengal FC, saying, “I am 
thrilled to join East Bengal – 
a club with such a rich histo-
ry and passionate fans. This 
is a new chapter in my ca-
reer and I can’t wait to em-
brace the challenges and op-
portunities ahead in Indian 
Football. Joy East Bengal!” 
 The player registration is 
subject to the completion of 
regulatory processes.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Parents from 
JALPAIGURI brought their 
child, who is specially 
abled and cannot hear or 
speak by birth, visited a 
Sebaashray camp today. 
After necessary diagnosis 
by doctors, they advised 
the need for a 'cochle-
ar implant.' The matter 
was brought to  MP Shri 
Abhishek Banerjee's at-
tention and he has ensured 
that the entire procedure 
shall be facilitated for free 
of cost so that the little one 

can hear and speak again. 
Sebaashray's impact is 
transcending boundaries, 
drawing people from be-
yond Diamond Harbour. The 
parents of a young patient 
from Jalpaiguri, who is deaf 
and mute by birth, brought 
him to a Sebaashray camp 
after learning about the 
initiative on social media. 
Doctors diagnosed the need 
for a cochlear implant – a 
procedure that shall be fa-
cilitated entirely free of cost 
under the guidance of Shri 
@abhishekaitc.

MI News Service,  
Gangasagar:   Sundar-
ban Development Minis-
ter and Chairman of the 
Ganga Sagar Bakkhali 
Development Authority, 
Bankim Chandra Hazra, 
stated that the temple 
committee has agreed 
to the Chief Minister's 
proposal. The irrigation 
department will now pre-
pare a plan, after which 
the cost will be deter-
mined. The minister em-
phasized the importance 
of constructing embank-
ments on five ghats along 
the sea shore in front of 
the Shri Kapil Muni Tem-
ple, which stretches ap-
proximately three to three 
and a half kilometers. He 
noted that the condition 
of ghats number one to 
five is very poor. While 

the committee will de-
cide how much funding 
they can provide, Haz-
ra assured that the state 
government is committed 
to beginning the embank-
ment project as soon as 
possible, aiming for com-
pletion before the Gan-
ga Sagar Mela next year. 
Regarding the Chief Min-
ister’s proposal to build 
a concrete embankment, 
Sanjay Das Maharaj, 
the successor of Mah-
ant Gyan Das Maharaj, 
head of the Shri Kapil 
Muni Temple, said that 
the situation would not 
have arisen if the central 
government had provid-
ed funding for the Ganga 
Sagar Mela. However, he 
confirmed that the temple 
committee has accept-
ed the proposal and will 

follow the Chief Minis-
ter’s instructions to con-
struct the embankment. 
Das further mentioned 
that the temple commit-
tee will send a letter to 
the central government 
requesting that the Gan-
ga Sagar Mela be recog-
nized as a national fair. He 
pointed out that the cen-
tral government offers full 
support for fairs in other 
states, spending billions 
on the Kumbh Mela, but 
does not provide similar 
assistance for the Ganga 
Sagar Mela. All develop-
ment on Sagar Island has 
been funded by the state 
government. Therefore, 
the temple committee 
will now seek cooperation 
from the central govern-
ment for the Ganga Sagar 
Mela.

MI News Service, Hooghly:   On 
Wednesday, the admissions of all 
classes were over and new class, 
new school, new books and study 
started in a new environment in 
the big school.   So today the upper 
class students of Basudevpur Vidy-
amandir welcomed the new stu-
dents of class V and VI like broth-
ers and sisters by giving them a red 
rose, a pen and a park cadbury.  
The entire program was monitored 
by  TI Falguni mandal ' teachers 
and many parents reached the 
school early to let the children 
enjoy the event and also take pic-
tures with their smartphones. 
  Swarup Mitra, president of the 

school's management committee, said that most of the students be-
long to farmers or farm laborers in 
the village.   The aim of this initia-
tive is to increase their tendency to 
come to school. Today, many girls 
have passed primary school and 
entered secondary school.  Along 
with academic activities, the school 
organizes various social events 
throughout the year such as pre-
vention of child marriage, road 
safety, mobile phone , Disadvantag-
es of mobile phones, water wast-
age prevention, use and damage 
of plastic, dengue and other social 
events.  Details about various dis-
eases and ways to stay safe are giv-
en along with ceremonies.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   HRH Prince Dr. 
M. A. Ali, an Indian citizen, 
the Director of the World 
Meet, and an esteemed 
member of the Padjadjaran 
royal family of Indonesia, 
has been officially invited to 
attend a landmark cultur-
al event in Indonesia. The 
event marks the 55th anni-
versary of the Padjadjaran 
Central Pencak Silat School 
and the 95th birthday of its 
revered Master and General 
Chairman.

The grand celebrations 
are scheduled to take place 
on January 30, 2025, at the 
Padjadjaran Central Pencak 
Silat School in Tasikmalaya, 
West Java, Indonesia. The 
event will host dignitar-
ies, martial arts masters, 
and cultural leaders from 
across the globe.

HRH Prince Dr. M. A. Ali, 
who serves as the Director 
of the World Meet, has been 
a key figure in promoting 
global cultural collabora-
tion. The World Meet, a 
prestigious platform, unites 
leaders, visionaries, and 
cultural influencers from 
around the world to cel-
ebrate cultural diversity, 
unity, and shared heritage. 
The platform has played a 
significant role in fostering 

exchanges across various 
fields, including martial 
arts, arts, and traditions, 
building a global network of 
understanding and cooper-
ation.

His Majesty King Sany 
Wijaya Nata Kusumah, the 
monarch of the Padjadja-
ran Kingdom, extended the 
invitation to HRH Prince Dr. 
M. A. Ali in recognition of 
his remarkable contribu-
tions to the kingdom and 
the global cultural commu-
nity.

As a distinguished mem-
ber of the Padjadjaran royal 
family, HRH Prince Dr. M. A. 

Ali represents the enduring 
cultural ties between India 
and Indonesia. His presence 
at this historic event under-
scores the shared heritage 
and values that strengthen 
the bond between the two 
nations.

The Padjadjaran roy-
al family, alongside global 
martial arts and cultural 
communities, eagerly an-
ticipates HRH Prince Dr. 
M. A. Ali’s participation in 
this momentous occasion, 
which celebrates the uni-
fying power of culture and 
tradition on an internation-
al stage.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Guarding the 
challenging internation-
al borders between India 
and Bangladesh, the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) 
has adopted mechanisms 
that converge conventional 
methods and ultra-modern 
technologies to prevent 
smuggling and human traf-
ficking.

A senior official said that 
the BSF's South Bengal 
Frontier, which guards 913 
km length of the interna-
tional border between the 
two neighbours, exten-
sively uses electronic sur-
veillance in cohesion with 
conventional methods like 
sentry posts and foot pa-
trolling.

Guarding the challeng-
ing international borders 
between India and Bangla-
desh, the Border Security 
Force (BSF) has adopted 
mechanisms that converge 
conventional methods and 
ultra-modern technologies 
to prevent smuggling and 
human trafficking.

A senior official said 
that the BSF's South Ben-
gal Frontier, which guards 
913 km length of the inter-
national border between 

the two neighbours, ex-
tensively uses electronic 
surveillance in cohesion 
with conventional methods 
like sentry posts and foot 
patrolling. The cameras, 
equipped with night vision 
facilities, have sensors to 
detect and pinpoint any hu-
man movement along the 
borders. The information 
is passed on to the sentries 
from the control rooms, he 
told visiting reporters at 
Petrapole in West Bengal's 
North 24 Parganas district, 
around 110 from Kolkata.

Out of the 32 km-long 
border in one battalion 
command area of the BSF 
near the Petrapole land 
customs station, only 11 
km are fenced while the 
rest area is guarded in 
a seamless convergence 
of conventional and ul-
tra-modern technologies, 
he said.

"Manpower, technology 
and resources are used in 
a proper manner to pre-
vent smuggling and human 
trafficking," he said.

The official said that the 
land acquisition process 
is on for putting up smart 
fencing in the unfenced 
area and some land along 
the border has been hand-
ed over to the force for the 
purpose by the state ad-
ministration according to 
BSF's requirement.

Conditions become more 
challenging during the 
monsoons as the Betna riv-
er flowing along the border 
and other water bodies in 
this area overflow owing to 
heavy rain, he said.

"The BSF jawans have 
themselves put up barbed 
wire along the border 
where smart fencing is yet 
to be put up," the official 
said.

Anganwadi workers took part in a protest rally over their various demands, in Kolkata on Wednesday.

The Baranagar MLA Gold Cup Football Tournament was officially inaugurated by Baranagar MLA and eminent film 
artist Sayantika Banerjee. On Wednesday, a grand rally was held from Kalitala Ground to Baranagar Netaji Colony 
Ground. Sayantika Banerjee, along with Baranagar Municipality Mayor Aparna Moulik, Deputy Mayor Dilip Narayan 
Basu, other municipal representatives, and football enthusiasts, lit the ceremonial torch. The tournament, which 
will continue till January 12, will also feature an official inauguration by Sports Minister Aroop Biswas, MP Saugata 
Roy, and other notable football players and sports enthusiasts.

The 36th Howrah Book Fair is being held from January 8 to January 14. The event was inaugurated by Minister 
Siddiqullah Chowdhury. On this occasion, Chief Guest Arup Roy, Pulak Roy, Manoj Tiwari, MLA Rana Chatterjee, 
and other distinguished guests graced the opening ceremony at Bally Municipality Ground. The event wit-
nessed a large turnout of enthusiastic participants.
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10 lakh jobs secured through Utkarsh Bangla: CM 
Mamata; Candidly shares her student-life memories

Bus safety meeting held amid rising Kolkata road accidents

Woman killed, two injured in gas balloon cylinder explosion at Howrah Fair

Cold conditions intensify...

Death toll rises to 128 and...

'If hostages in Gaza are not...

Two more arrested in 
connection with TMC 
councillor’s murder

First robotic knee replacement surgery
performed free of cost at SSKM hosp

Mamata Banerjee

announces 
Rs 350 cr relief
for farmers
under ‘Bangla
Shasya Bima’
Scheme

The 
54th 
VCCR to 
be held 
on Jan 19

From PG 1
a minimum temperature of
minus 2.1 degree celsius while
Kokernag in south Kashmir
saw the mercury settle at
minus 1.9 degrees.

The Met office has forecast
mainly dry weather over the
next few days, with the possi-
bility of light rain or snow at
isolated places on Saturday.

It also said the minimum
temperature was likely to drop
further in the valley and fore-
cast an isolated cold wave

over the few days ahead.
Kashmir is currently under

the grip of ‘Chillai-Kalan’ —
the harshest period of winter
— that began on December
21. During the 40 days of
‘Chillai-Kalan’, the chances of
snowfall are the highest and
the temperature drops consid-
erably.

‘Chillai-Kalan’ ends on
January 30. It is followed by a
20-day ‘Chillai-Khurd (small
cold)’ and a 10-day ‘Chillai-
Bachha (baby cold). 

From PG 1
reopened, ensuring access
for rescue and relief oper-
ations. Southwestern
China, Nepal, and north-
ern India are prone to
earthquakes due to the
collision of the Indian and
Eurasian tectonic plates.
This movement is respon-
sible for the formation of
the Qinghai-Tibetan
plateau, a seismically ac-
tive zone. Since Tuesday’s
quake, more than 500 af-
tershocks, with magni-
tudes reaching 4.4, have
been recorded, according

to the China Earthquake
Networks Centre.

The region has a his-
tory of devastating earth-
quakes. In 2008, an 8.0
magnitude earthquake in
Sichuan claimed at least
70,000 lives, making it the
deadliest quake in China
since the 1976 Tangshan
disaster, which killed
242,000 people. Tuesday’s
quake was the most severe
since a 6.2 magnitude
tremor in 2023, which
killed at least 149 people
in a remote area of north-
western China. 

From PG 1
really great progress and
I'm really hopeful that by
the inauguration we'll
have some good things to
announce on behalf of the
President. I actually be-
lieve that we're working in
tandem in a really good
way, but it's the president,
his reputation, the things
that he has said that are
driving this negotiation. So
hopefully it'll all work out
and we'll save some lives,”
Witkoff said. Negotiations
between Hamas and Israel
are ongoing in Qatar, with
Hamas this week naming
34 hostages in Gaza in-
cluding two dual US citi-
zens it would be willing to
release in a ceasefire deal..

But Trump, in re-
sponse to a question,
warned Hamas to release
all the hostages by Janu-
ary 20. “It will not be good
for Hamas and it will not
be good frankly for any-
one. All hell will break
out”, he said . I don't have
to say anymore, but that's
what it is. They should
have given them back a
long time ago they should
have never taken them.
There should have never
been the attack of October
7th. People forget that, but
there was and many peo-
ple were killed, he said.

They're no longer
hostages. I have people
from Israel and others
calling, begging me to get

them released. we also had
people there from the
United States just so you
know. They're holding
some so-called hostages
from the US, but I've had
mothers come to me and
fathers crying, can I get
the body of their son back?
Can I get the body of their
daughter back? he said.
That beautiful girl where
they threw her in the car,
pulled her by her ponytail
and threw her in the car
like she was a sack of po-
tatoes. I said, what hap-
pened to her? Sir, she's
dead. Like a 19, 20-year-
old, beautiful girl.

The way they treated
her, he said as he ap-
plauded his special envoy
for the progress being
made so far.

“I tell this, I don't want
to hurt the negotiation. If
the deal isn't done before I
take office, which is now
going to be two weeks, all
hell will break out in the
Middle East”, Trump  reit-
erated. The Biden admin-
istration has
unsuccessfully tried to help
broker a ceasefire in Gaza
for well over a year.

The first ceasefire
weeks after the October 7
attack saw the release of
dozens of hostages, but
subsequent efforts to
pause the fighting and se-
cure the release of addi-
tional hostages have gone
nowhere. 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee felicitates students during the State-level Students' Week-2025 programme at Dhono Dhanyo auditorium
in Kolkata on Wednesday. Pic- Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata: Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee re-
cently made during the state-orga-
nized Student Week celebration,
from the DhonoDhanyo audito-
rium, spoke about the numerous
developments in education and
training across the state. “Kolkata
now has many universities, which
are among the top-tier institu-
tions.”

She went on to explain how
the government has established
500 Industrial Training Institutes
(it is) and polytechnics, providing
training opportunities to students.

Mamata mentioned the
‘Utkarsh Bangla’ initiative,
through which industries have
been connected to the state’s edu-
cational institutions.

Mamata Banerjee mentioned
that 10 lakh students have already
secured jobs through the ‘Utkarsh
Bangla’ initiative, which connects
students with industry opportuni-
ties and offers training programs.
The scheme has trained a signifi-
cant number of students, con-
tributing to job placements in
various sectors.

“If any company is looking for
workers, they can recruit from
Utkarsh Bangla,” she said, adding
that 47 lakh students have re-
ceived training, and 10 lakh have
already secured jobs.

Mamata Banerjee has pro-
vided statistics highlighting the
progress of various student wel-
fare schemes in West Bengal.
Under the SabujSathi project, 127
lakh school students have received
bicycles. The Aikyashree scheme
now has 4.15 crore beneficiaries,
and the Sikshashree initiative has
benefited 1.39 crore students. The
Medhashree project has provided
government grants to 6.68 lakh
recipients, while 32.6 lakh stu-

dents have received the Swami
Vivekananda Scholarship. Addi-
tionally, 81,000 students have re-
ceived loans for higher education
under the Students’ Credit Card
scheme.

According to the Chief Minis-
ter, nearly seven crore students
have benefited from education-re-
lated schemes in the state, which
she considers a significant
achievement. 

West Bengal observed Stu-
dent’s Week from January 1 to 7,
with a variety of events taking
place at schools, colleges, univer-
sities, and other educational insti-
tutions across the state.

The celebrations included
awareness campaigns that fo-
cused on state government initia-
tives, such as scholarships and
student credit card schemes. Sem-
inars and symposiums were also
organized, providing an opportu-
nity for students and their families
to interact with teachers and pro-
fessors.

On Wednesday, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee honored benefi-
ciaries of various student welfare
schemes, including Kanyashree,
Sikshashree, and Aikyashree. She
also distributed bicycles to stu-
dents eligible under the Saboo-
jSathi scheme. Outstanding
students from Industrial Training
Institutes (it is), who excelled in
the All India Trade Test (AITT),
were awarded cheques of Rs
50,000 each.  In her speech, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee en-
couraged students to remain
hopeful, united, and positive. She
urged them to draw strength from
the works of iconic figures such as
poets Rabindranath Tagore and
KaziNazrul Islam, and social re-
formers Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
IshwarchandraVidyasagar. She

called on students to rise above
discrimination and oppression
while staying united.

“Bengal is the birthplace of
cultural renaissance, the cultural
capital, and our talents are
renowned across the globe,” she
concluded.

She also reflected on her polit-
ical journey, acknowledging the
difficulties she faced during her
early days, particularly under the
rule of the CPM. “My whole body
feels like a living corpse, as there
was no part of me that didn’t suf-
fer during the CPM regime,” she
remarked. Despite the challenges,
Mamata persisted with her stud-
ies, even attending an MA class for
a year without revealing her iden-
tity. She also shared how, during
her LLB studies, no one knew
about her political background.

Mamata emphasized that, de-
spite the tough years, moments of
joy, celebration, and enthusiasm
are important to keep people’s
spirits high. She concluded by say-
ing that while sometimes harsh
words are necessary, there must
also be room for a little cheer and
excitement to uplift people’s
hearts.

During the event, she also
shared memories from her stu-
dent life and political journey. Ma-
mata spoke candidly about her
experiences, even mentioning how
she had added five years to her
age, which she humorously admit-
ted.

She also recalled how she bal-
anced her studies while actively
engaging in politics. The Chief
Minister highlighted the various
initiatives her government has un-
dertaken to support students and
emphasized the implementation of
new projects for their benefit.

Mamata Banerjee candidly

shared that she does not like her
own name and that her age has
been increased by five years. She
mentioned this during her speech,
saying, “I have written about these
things in a book as much as I
could. I don’t even like my name,
but it is what it is.”

She also explained why this
happened. “Actually, we were all
home deliveries! Mamata re-
marked, “Everyone celebrates my
birthday, but I believe I am yet to
be born. My name, age, and even
my surname were not chosen by
me. Many wish me a happy birth-
day, but the day holds no signifi-
cance for me. It was merely
assigned by my parents on my cer-
tificate.”

The Chief Minister recounted
an incident involving her elder
brother, who was present at the
event. She shared, “When I was in
college, my brother once told me
about my age discrepancy. He said
our father had asked the school
headmaster, a friend of his, to ad-
just my age for enrollment. Back
then, those born at home often
had discrepancies between their
real and recorded ages. My age
was inflated by five years. I’ve
written about this in one of my
books.”

According to government
records, Mamata Banerjee was
born on January 5, 1955, which
makes her 70 years old. The Tri-
namool Congress recently cele-
brated her birthday on this date. 

The Chief Minister’s candid re-
marks shed light on an era when
birth registrations were often in-
accurate, particularly for those
born at home. While her com-
ments have created a buzz, they
also highlight the broader issue of
age discrepancies in official
records from earlier times.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee took
to social media to an-
nounce a significant move
aimed at assisting farm-
ers affected by adverse
weather conditions. The
Chief Minister shared that
the state government is
releasing Rs. 350 crore
directly into the bank ac-
counts of 9 lakh farmers
under the ‘Bangla
ShasyaBima’ scheme.

The relief Is intended
for farmers whose crops
were damaged due to the
ongoing Kharif season’s
challenging weather pat-
terns. In her message,
Banerjee emphasized that
the state’s farmers are not
required to pay for any of
the crop insurance premi-
ums as the government
fully covers the insurance
costs for all crops, includ-
ing potatoes and sugar-
cane. The ‘Bangla
ShasyaBima’ scheme,
which was launched in
2019, has been instru-
mental in providing finan-
cial relief to farmers in
the state. Banerjee
proudly highlighted that,
since its inception, the
state government has al-
ready disbursed a total of
Rs. 3,562 crore to assist
1.12 crore farmers af-
fected by crop damage.

Banerjee reiterated
her administration’s un-
wavering support for the
farmers of Bengal, stating
that her government will
continue to stand by them
and ensure their well-
being. The timely assis-
tance through this scheme
is seen as a crucial step in
supporting farmers who
face the challenges of un-
predictable weather and
crop loss, ensuring their
continued growth and
prosperity. The state gov-
ernment’s efforts to allevi-
ate the financial burden of
farmers have been widely
praised, as they continue
to be a lifeline for agricul-
tural workers in Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The much-anticipated
54th edition of The States-
man Vintage & Classic Car
Rally 2025 was officially
announced during a pro-
gramme held at Kolkata
Press Club. This iconic
event, celebrating the ele-
gance and history of vin-
tage and classic
automobiles, will take
place at the RCTC ground
on January 19th, marking
a new venue for this year.

Over 150 vintage cars
will participate in the
rally, divided into three
categories: Vintage, Clas-
sic, and Post-War. Cars
from various states, in-
cluding Jharkhand and
Bihar, will also join the
historic event. The rally
will run from 8:30 AM to
3:00 PM, covering a total
of 25 kilometers through
key locations in Kolkata.

The event schedule in-
cludes pre-judging on
January 17th, followed by
judging on January 18th.
The final rally on January
19th will see the cars
making their way through
South Kolkata, Desopriya
Park, Hazra Crossing, and
other notable spots before
returning to the RCTC
ground.

The winner of the
rally will be awarded a
prestigious Pure Silver
Trophy. In addition to the
rally, a music concert will
also take place, adding to
the excitement. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Police arrested two more
individuals on January 8,
2025, in connection with
the murder of TMC coun-
cillor Dulal Sarkar from
Malda. With these arrests,
a total of seven people
have been apprehended so
far, according to officials.

Dulal Sarkar, the Tri-
namool Congress council-
lor from English Bazar,
Malda, was shot dead by
assailants on January 2.
The attack took place in
the Jhaljhalia More area of
English Bazar town, where
Sarkar was gunned down
at close range, with multi-
ple shots to the head, as he
attempted to flee from the

bike-borne attackers.
West Bengal Chief Min-

ister Mamata Banerjee had
described Sarkar as a close
associate and a popular
leader. On Wednesday,
Malda police arrested
Narendra Nath Tiwari, the
president of the Malda
Town unit of TMC, and an-
other individual named
Swapan Sharma. A police
officer confirmed the ar-
rests, stating that both
would be produced in court
later the same day. Rajesh
Yadav, the Inspector Gen-
eral of North Bengal, told
reporters that three more
suspects are still at large,
and efforts are underway
to apprehend them.

MI News  Service, Kolkata:
In a ground-breaking
achievement, a team of doc-
tors at Kolkata’s SSKM Hos-
pital successfully performed
a robotic knee replacement
surgery free of cost. The
procedure, conducted in the
hospital’s annex building,
was completed without any
blood loss or the need for
general anesthesia, marking
a significant milestone in
public healthcare. The pa-
tient, a 50-year-old woman
from Medinipur (name
changed), had been suffer-

ing from severe knee issues.
Due to co-morbid condi-
tions, conventional surgery
was deemed unsuitable.
After consulting orthopedic
specialists Dr.Mukul Bhat-
tacharya, Dr. Arnab Kar-
makar, Dr.Alokesh Sovan
Dutta, Dr.AbhijitBasak, and
Dr.Arijit Das, the team de-
cided to proceed with ro-
botic-assisted surgery. The
procedure lasted four and a
half hours and was declared
successful, with the patient
reported to be stable and
recovering well.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata’s public
transport system is under scrutiny, with com-
plaints mounting about the insufficient number
of government buses and reckless driving lead-
ing to accidents. The situation has prompted
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee to convene a
meeting at Nabanna, expressing her dissatis-
faction with the roles of the Transport Depart-
ment and the police.

Representatives of bus and minibus own-
ers’ associations met with Kolkata Traffic Po-
lice officials to discuss the pressing issues. The
focal point of the meeting was the increasing
number of accidents caused by reckless com-
petition among buses. Deputy Commissioner
(Traffic) raised concerns about such incidents,
to which bus owners attributed the problem to
the heavy penalties imposed on buses in
Kolkata.

Ashok Gayen, a representative of the bus
owners’ association, highlighted a significant

issue, stating, “The fines imposed by Kolkata
Police have turned into a revenue-generation
model. A bus receiving fines worth thousands
of rupees has no choice but to compete reck-
lessly to earn more. This financial pressure
often leads to accidents.”

However, the Deputy Commissioner refuted
the claims, asserting, “There is no target or
quota for issuing fines. Penalties are only im-
posed for violations. While bus operations may
be a business, public safety must remain a pri-
ority.” The police stressed that 30-35% of acci-
dents in the city are caused by reckless driving
by buses. The meeting also addressed broader
issues of ensuring road safety and providing
proper training for bus drivers. Discussions re-
vealed that the most accident-prone times are
during peak hours—8 AM to 12 PM and 4 PM
to 8 PM. To curb the frequency of accidents,
the authorities proposed stricter monitoring
and awareness campaigns. The Traffic Police

clarified that fines are not imposed to generate
revenue but to enforce discipline and ensure
safety. This statement aimed to counter the
perception among bus owners that the system
is profit-driven.

Despite these clarifications, the bus own-
ers’ associations emphasized the challenges
they face, including financial burdens and
competition due to the limited number of gov-
ernment buses. They argued that increasing
the fleet of government buses could reduce the
pressure on private operators and curb reck-
less behavior. The ongoing debate underscores
the need for a balanced approach to address
Kolkata's transportation woes. While the au-
thorities must ensure stricter enforcement of
traffic rules, the concerns of bus operators also
need to be addressed. A collaborative effort be-
tween the government, police, and private op-
erators is crucial to making Kolkata’s roads
safer for its citizens.

MI News Service, Kolkata: A tragic gas
balloon cylinder explosion at a fair in Har-
ishpurKancharitala, under Howrah’s
Panchla Police Station, claimed the life of

a woman and left two others, including
the balloon seller, severely injured. The
deceased, identified as 35-year-old
BaishakhiBagh, was a local resident of the

Panchla area.
The explosion occurred during the

Kali Puja celebrations, which annually in-
clude a fair in the Harishpur area. On

Tuesday late evening, as the fairgrounds
filled with hundreds of visitors, a loud
blast shook the venue when the gas bal-
loon cylinder exploded.
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Railways well on course to make itself future ready;
Spends 76% of its Budgetary Outlay for the current
fiscal in Capacity augmentation aiming to give
safer, faster & world class travel to travelers

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Serving faster, safer & world
class travel experience at
nominal cost to billions of In-
dians is not an easy task. But
Indian Railways is doing it in
a mission mode by trans-
forming itself to be a future
ready organization catering
to geographically, culturally,
socially as well as economi-
cally diverse India. Keeping
pace with the budgetary al-
location, Railways has spent
76 percent of its budgetary
outlay with in first nine
months & 4 days of the cur-
rent fiscal year. According to
a latest expenditure report of
Indian Railways till January
5, 2025, heavy investment is
made in capacity augmenta-
tion, a reality aiming to make
rail travel a world class ex-
perience in India. The fruits
for consistent Capital Expen-
diture (Capex) for the last
one decade are visible in the
form of 136 Vande Bharat
trains, about 97 percent
electrification of broad
gauge, laying of new lines,
gauge conversion, doubling
of track, traffic facilities
work, investment in PSUs &
metropolitan transport. This
Capital expenditure has led
to faster, safer & world class
travel experience at nominal
cost to billions of Indians.
With Vande Bharat sleeper
trains at speed testing &

safety certification stage, Rail
commuters in India are all
set to experience world class
travel very soon for “long
distance” travel. This will
revolutionize the overall
travel experience. This
transformation of Indian
Railways would not have
been possible without the vi-
sionary foresight of Viksit
Bharat & its prompt execu-
tion by spending in the mod-
ernization projects in a
mission mode by Indian
Railways. Despite challenges
like India being the most
populous nation with its vast
geographical, cultural & lin-
guistic diversity, Indian Rail-
ways is implementing a
vision of transformative gov-
ernance to build a new,
modern & connected India.
It has been spearheading ef-
forts to build an all-inclusive
India by investing in infra-
structure, technology, and
sustainable practices. This
way, Indian Railways is en-
suring that the seeds of
progress sown today bear
best fruits for our future
generations. Given the com-
plexity of India, this is not an
easy task for an organization
to cater to the present load
as well as to invest heavily in
building its future. But with
1198 crore of Capital Expen-
diture spending in the first
four days of this calendar

year, the overall capital ex-
penditure of Indian Railways
stands at 76 percent with
nearly three months to go.

The Total Capex for rail-
ways in Budget Estimate
2024-25 is ₹ 2,65,200 cr
with Gross Budgetary Sup-
port of Rs. 2,52,200 crores.
Out of it, Rs.192446 crores
have already been spent.
For rolling stock, the budg-
etary provision was for Rs.
50,903 crores. Out of it, Rs.
40, 367 crores were spent by
5th January, which is 79℅ of
the budget, allotted for
rolling stock. In Safety re-
lated works, out of budget-
ary allocation of Rs.34,412
crore, the amount spent is
Rs. 28,281, which is 82 per-
cent of the allocated amount.
The government has priori-
tized transforming Indian
Railways into a world class
entity, which ferries on an
average “2.3 crore Indians”
daily from one part of the
country to the other part at
an affordable cost. Charting
out well on this path of de-
velopment, India Railways is
committing taxpayer’s
money in capital expendi-
ture to create state of the art
infrastructure for genera-
tions to come, thus con-
tributing in the direction of
“Future ready” Indian Rail-
ways as we all progress to-
wards Viksit Bharat.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Nomaan Farooque
S/O Mohammad Farooque Hussain
S/O Shahazadi Begum Residing At
Premises No 50/2 Nando Ghosh
Road Pilkhana, Ps-Golabari, Dist-
Howrah,        Pin-711101 Do Here
By Solemnly Affirm And Declare
That By An Affidavit (No. 1319) Be-
fore The Ld Judicial Majistrate 1st
Class At Calcutta On 06.12.2024
That Mohammad Nomaan Fa-
rooque  And Md Nomaan Faraque
And Shahazadi Begum And
Shahzadi Begum Is The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MAKINA BIBI W/o-
MD KHURSHID ALAM, Residing
at, Vill- Gosaidobe, Post- Khos-
baspur, Ps- Kandi, Dist- Murshid-
abad, Pin- 742136, West Bengal.
Do hearby declare that I have
Changed my name from MAKINA
BIBI To SAKINA BIBI (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) SAKINA BIBI in
all purpose Vide an affidavit
Sworn before the notary public at
Berhampore Murshidabad On 06
Jan 2025, SAKINA BIBI and
MAKINA BIBI both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Jahangir Khan (old
name) son of Late Rahamat Ali
Khan, residing at Nath Para South,
Ward – 19, Maheshtala, Dist.-
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700140, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Jahangir Ali Khan (new
name) as declared before the No-
tary public at Kolkata, dated
08/01/2025. Jahangir Ali Khan
(new name) and Mohammed Ja-
hangir Khan (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Kshitish Majumder (old name)
son of Late Kiran Majumder, resid-
ing at Kadardanga, Asharu, P.S.-
Bagda, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin-
743251, West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Khitish
Majumder (new name) as declared
before the Notary public at
Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025. Khitish
Majumder (new name) and Kshi-
tish Majumder (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Jamiruddin Khan
(old name) son of Jahangir Ali
Khan, residing at Nath Para, Ma-
heshtala (M), Batanagar, Dist.-
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700140, West
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Jamir Uddin Khan
(new name) as declared before
the Notary public at Kolkata,
dated 08/01/2025. Md Jamir
Uddin Khan (new name) and Mo-
hammed Jamiruddin Khan (old
name) both are same and identi-
cal person.

Name Change
I, Lila Ghosh Dastidar (old name)
wife of Kuntal Prakash Ghosh
Dastidar, residing at 586, Hari
Sava Math, Usha Park, Sonarpur,
Dist.- South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700084,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Lila Das (new name) as
declared before the Notary public
at Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025. Lila
Das (new name) and Lila Ghosh
Dastidar (old name) both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shanti Lahoti (old name) wife of
Suresh Kumar Lahoti, residing at
92/B/11, N.K Banerjee Street,
Rishra, Hooghly, Pin- 712248,
West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Shanti
Devi Lahoti (new name) as de-
clared before the Notary public at
Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025.
Shanti Devi Lahoti (new name)
and Shanti Lahoti (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Suresh Lahoti (old name) son of
Sitaram Lahoti, residing at
92/B/11, N.K Banerjee Street,
Rishra, Hooghly, Pin- 712248,
West Bengal, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Suresh
Kumar Lahoti (new name) as de-
clared before the Notary public at
Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025. Suresh
Kumar Lahoti (new name) and
Suresh Lahoti (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, S Ch Halder (As Per Dl No Wb01
19950413087) ,Son Of Jagadish
Chandra Halder,Residing At 147
Naskarhat Dakshin Para,Tiljala,
Kolkata - 700039, West Bengal.
Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Suman Chandra Halder Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The Ld 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate At
Kolkata On 08/01/ 2024.That S Ch
Halder And Suman Chandra
Halder Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shameem Ahmed, son of Nasir
Ahmed do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I am the partner
of Global Diagnostic & Polyclinic
situated at 55A Ghulam Jilani
Khan Road, Kolkata-700039 and
due to old age and ill health, I
have closed the said establish-
ment w.e.f. 10/09/2024 and also
permanently closed all operations
of C.E. License No. 34236367, va-
lidity upto 29/09/2024.

Name Change
I, Niranjan Poddar,Son Of Nikunja
Behari Poddar,Residing At 2/59a
Netaji Nagar, Regent Estate,
Kolkata - 700092, West Bengal.
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Ni-
ranjan Kumar Poddar Vide An Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 06/01/20 25.
That Niranjan Poddar And Niran-
jan Kumar Poddar Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Hasmat Ali Sekh (old name) S/o
Late Yunus Sekh, residing at Has-
mat House, Dhasa Badamtala,
Munshirhat Dhasa, Howrah-
711410, West Bengal, INDIA have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Hasmat
Sekh (new name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata
on 06/01/2025. Hasmat Sekh
(new name) and Hasmat Ali Sekh
(old name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Moslema Sekh (old name) W/o
Hasmat Sekh, residing at Hasmat
House, Dhasa Badamtala, Mun-
shirhat Dhasa, Howrah- 711410,
West Bengal, INDIA have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Moslema
Begum Sekh (new name) as de-
clared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata on 06/01/2025. Moslema
Begum Sekh (new name) and
Moslema Sekh (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Shahjahan Begum (old name)
wife of Abdul Hamid, residing at
4/1, Kasai Bustee 2nd Lane, Narkel-
danga, Kolkata- 700011, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Shajahan Begum (new name) as
declared before the Notary public at
Kolkata, dated 08/01 /2025. Shaja-
han Begum (new name) and Shah-
jahan Begum (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Firoj Sekh(Old Name),Son Of Sk
Sultan Mahammad, Residing At Vill
& Po - Sasati,Ps - Shyampur,
Howrah - 711312, West Bengal.
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Firoj
Sk (New Name) Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 08/01/20 25. That Firoj
Sekh And Firoj Sk Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Sulthan(Old Name),Son Of
Sk Fajel, Residing At Vill & Po -
Sasati,Ps - Shyampur,Howrah -
711312,West Bengal.Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Sk Sultan Ma-
hammad (New Name) Vide An
Affidavit Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 08/01/
2025.That Sk Sulthan And Sk Sul-
tan Mahammad Both Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sudip Karmakar (old name) son
of Surendra Karmakar, residing at
2 No, Desbandhu Nagar, P.O.-
Sodepur, P.S.- Kharda, Dist.- Bar-
rackpore, Pin- 700110, West Ben-
gal, INDIA, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sadip Karmakar (new name) as
declared before the Notary public
at Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025.
Sadip Karmakar (new name) and
Sudip Karmakar (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Alok Sudhanshu Mazumdar (old
name) son of Late Sudhangshu
Mazumder, residing at 143/2,
Ashokenagar, P.O.- Ashokenagar,
P.S.- Ashokenagar, North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin-743222, West Bengal,
INDIA, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Aloke
Majumder (new name) as declared
before the Notary public at Kolkata,
dated 08/01/2025. Aloke Majumder
(new name) and Alok Sudhanshu
Mazumdar (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Bharat Mansuklal Thoria (old
name) son of Mansukhlal Thoria,
residing at 6/1A, Beltala Road, 3rd
Floor, Bhowanipur, Pin- 700026,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Bharat Thoria (new
name) as declared before the Notary
public at Kolkata, dated 08/01/2025.
Bharat Thoria (new name) and
Bharat Mansuklal Thoria (old name)
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Uma Shankar Ray & Uma Sankar
Roy,S/O Late Bindeswar Roy,R/O 30,
Prantik Pally,Po+Ps-Kasba, Kolkata
-700042, West Bengal, Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Uma Shankar
Roy,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
08/01/2025 ,That Uma Shankar Ray
& Uma Sankar Roy And Uma
Shankar Roy All Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Ismile Rahaman (old
name) son of Saidul Rahaman, re-
siding at Malihati, Brahmansasan,
Paschim Medinipur, Pin- 721124,
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Ismile Rahaman
(new name) as declared before the
Notary public at Kolkata, dated
08/01/2025. Md Ismile Rahaman
(new name) and Mohammad Ismile
Rahaman (old name) both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Sajan Ray, S/O Uma Shankar
Roy,R/O 30,Prantik Pally,Po+Ps-
Kasba,Kolkata -700042,West Ben-
gal, Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Sajan Roy,Vide An Affidavit Sworn
Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 08/01/20 25, That Saj
an Ray And Sajan Roy All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Achintya Kumar Pal (Old Name)
S/o Lt. Gurupada Pal, residing at
Bulchandrapur, P.O- Painta, P.S.
Madhabdihi , Dist – Purba Bard-
haman, Pin – 713427 WB have
changed my name and henceforth
shall be known as Achintya Pal
(New Name).  Achintya Kumar Pal
(Old Name)  and Achintya Pal (New
Name) both are same and one
identical person i.e., myself vide af-
fidavit dated 08.01.25 before  No-
tary Public at Purba Bardhaman.

Name Change
I, No. 14587526Y Rank Ex. NK
Name Presh Nath Ghosh resident
of Vill Bahara, P.O- Masundi, Dist
– Purba Bardhaman (WB). Pin –
713129 have change my Name
from Presh Nath Ghosh to
Pareshnath Ghosh vide affidavit
dated 30 Dec 24 before in the
court of L. Sub Div Executive
Magistrate (1st Class) Katwa
(Purba Bardhaman)

Name Change
I, Zuzarbhai Yusufbhai Tam-
bawala alias Zuzar Tambawala S/o
Yusuf Bhai Tambawala Residing at
Block F 201, Ammatullah Society,
Jagatipota, Ahallyanagar, Bhaga-
banpur, P.s - Narendrapur, District
- 24 Pgs(S), Pin- 700152 West Ben-
gal India shall henceforth be
known as Zuzar Yusufbhai Tam-
bawala. I declare that Zuzarbhai
Yusufbhai Tambawala, Zuzar
Tambawala and Zuzar Yusufbhai
Tambawala is same and one iden-
tical person by virtue of an affi-
davit sworn before the Notary
Public, Kolkata on 08-01-2025.

Name Change
I, Arwa Tambawala alias Arwaben
S/o Dawood Bhai Residing at Block
F 201, Ammatullah Society, Ja-
gatipota, Ahallyanagar, Bhagaban-
pur, P.s - Narendrapur, District - 24
Pgs(S), Pin- 700152 West Bengal
India shall henceforth be known as
Arwa Zuzer Tambawala. I declare
that Arwa Tambawala, Arwaben
and Arwa Zuzer Tambawala is
same and one identical person by
virtue of an affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public, Kolkata on 08-
01-2025.

Name Change
I, Rubbana Parween (Old Name)
W/o Md Zahid Parwaiz Residing
at 4/1, Dr Nuri Lane -1, Cham-
padani M, Baidyabati, Hooghly -
712222 West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Rubana
Parveen (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public, Kolkata
vide affidavit no 009/2025 Dated
08-01-2025. Rubbana Parween
(Old Name) and Rubana Parveen
(New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, RUPAN CHANDRA MAZUMDER
S/o JIBAN KRISHNA MAZUMDER
resident of Vill Jamalpur, P.O.
Mukshimpara, P.S. Purbasthali,
Dist. Purba Bardhaman WEST
BENGAL, India do hereby
solemnly affirm & declaring my
actual name RUPAN CHANDRA
MAZUMDER instead of RURAN
CHANDRA MAZUMDER S/o
JIBAN KRISHNA MAZUMDER,
vide an affidavit sworn before the
Sub Divisional Executive Magis-
trate at Purba Bardhaman on
21/10/2024. RUPAN CHANDRA
MAZUMDER and RURAN CHAN-
DRA MAZUMDER both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mousumi Mukherjee hereby de-
clare that by swearing Affidavit
before the Judicial Magistrate,
First Class, Chandernagore being
No. 3454 dated 08/07/2024 de-
clared that Mousumi Ghosh,
Mausumi Ghosh, Mausami
Ghosh, Mousumi Mukherjee &
Mousumi Mukherjee (Ghosh) is
the same & identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SADDAM HOSSAIN
S/o- MD AKUL MOLLA, Residing
at, Vill- Suluyamathpara, Post-
Baruipara, Ps- Hariharpara, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742165, West
Bengal. Do hearby declare that I
have Changed my name from
SADDAM HOSSAIN To SADDAM
HOSSAIN MOLLA (New name)
and hence forth I Shall be Known
as (New name) SADDAM HOS-
SAIN MOLLA in all purpose Vide
an affidavit Sworn before the no-
tary public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad On 06 Jan 2025,
SADDAM HOSSAIN MOLLA and
SADDAM HOSSAIN both are
Same and one identical person.

Operation 'Samay Palan’
adopted in Mission mode for
uninterrupted train operations
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Ensuring punctuality and
maintaining order in train
operations remain top prior-
ities for Eastern Railway.
However, these objectives
are often hampered by cer-
tain avoidable activities. Is-
sues such as Unauthorized
Alarm Chain Pulling (ACP),
boarding or alighting at un-
designated stops, carrying
oversized luggage that ob-
structs pathways, and dis-
ruptive behaviors like
blocking train doors or
squatting on train tracks
lead to significant delays in
operations.

Though such disruptions
are often caused by a small
section of individuals, they
result in inconvenience to
passengers and disrupt the
smooth functioning of train
services. To address these
challenges and ensure punc-
tual operations, Eastern
Railway has been imple-

menting 'Operation Samay
Palan' in mission mode,
spearheaded by the Railway
Protection Force (RPF). On
07.01.2025, a special drive
was conducted under "Oper-
ation Samay Palan" by RPF
officials from Howrah, Asan-
sol, and Malda Divisions of
Eastern Railway. During this
operation, 05 (five) individu-
als were apprehended and
prosecuted under the provi-
sions of the Railway Act for
unauthorized alarm chain
pulling. This act of misuse
delays train schedules and
inconveniences passengers,
necessitating strict enforce-
ment against such violations.
Eastern Railway urges all
passengers to use the alarm
chain facility strictly during
genuine emergencies. Mis-
use of this facility not only
disrupts train operations but
also delays the timely trans-
portation of goods and pas-
sengers.

Eastern Railway RPF: Protecting
the Pulse of the Nation's Railways
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The crackle of the train on
the tracks, the rhythm of the
whistle slicing through the
air—these are not just
sounds but a promise: a
promise of safety, punctual-
ity, and dignity for millions of
passengers. On January 6,
2025, Eastern Railway’s
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) reaffirmed its unwa-
vering commitment to this
promise through Operation
Mahila Suraksha. These op-
erations echo the core prin-
ciples of discipline, safety,
and respect for all who travel
with us. Operation Mahila
Suraksha: Ensuring the Dig-
nity and Safety of Women
Passengers The dignity and
safety of women passengers
are non-negotiable priorities
for Indian Railways. In re-
sponse to increasing in-
stances of unauthorized

travel in women’s reserved
coaches, Eastern Railway
conducted Operation Mahila
Suraksha on January 6,
2025. Under this operation,
71 individuals were arrested
and prosecuted for illegally
traveling in coaches reserved
exclusively for women pas-
sengers. This proactive step
not only ensures a safe and
respectful journey for
women but also underscores
the RPF’s zero-tolerance pol-
icy toward any behaviour
that undermines passenger
rights. This operation high-
light the Eastern Railway’s
unflinching commitment to
maintaining discipline and
ensuring the well-being of its
passengers. Eastern Railway
calls upon all travellers to co-
operate in upholding these
values by respecting rules
and reporting any miscon-
duct.

ER To run additional one (01) pair  EMU
special trains during Gangasagar Mela
MI News Service, Kolkata:  To clear anticipated rush of
pilgrims during Gangasagar Mela-2025, Eastern Railway
will run additional One (01) pair  EMU  Special trains in
between Sealdah  & Namkhana from 09.01.2025 to
11.01.2025.   Down Sealdah – Namkhana EMU special
will leave Sealdah at 14:40 hrs. to reach Namkhana at
7:33 hrs. on the same day from 09.01.2025 to 11.01.2025
and UP Namkhana – Sealdah EMU special will leave
Namkhana at 18:35 hrs. to reach Sealdah at 21:25 hrs.
on the same day from 09.01.2025 to 11.01.2025. The
Sealdah – Namkhana – Sealdah EMU special will stop at
Ballyguange, Sonarpur, Baruipur, Lakshmikantapur,
Nishchindapur and Kakdwip station enroute in both di-
rections.

Workers at a brick kiln on a winter morning, in Nadia,
West Bengal.

Sealdah Division is ready to ensure
smooth arrangement for Pilgrims

during forthcoming Gangasagar Mela
- Drm/Sealdah addresses Press Meet

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In order to face the upcoming Gan-
gasagar Mela challenge, Sealdah Division has taken several
steps for ensuring smooth train operations. In a bid to facilitate
huge number of pilgrims during the ensuing Mela days, Seal-
dah Division is taking host of arrangements. Sealdah Division
has organized a Press Conference today (08.01.2025) where
Shri Deepak Nigam, DRM/Sealdah, has briefed print and elec-
tronic media regarding running of EMU special trains from
Kolkata & Sealdah Station and augmentation of different
amenities at Sealdah, Princep Ghat, Namkhana, Kakdwip,
Lakshmikantapur stations.

• Date of Mela: The arrangements will commence on &
from 09.01.2025 and will continue upto 17.01.2025. Desig-
nated Mela Officers will camp at Kakdwip from 12.01.2025 to
17.01.2025 and ensure proper arrangements at nominated
stations and co-ordinate with Civil Authorities.

*Additional Trains:A total of 102 additional train services
will ply in between Sealdah and Namkhana for the Mela days
w.e.f. 09.01.25 to 17.02025 for enabling pilgrims smooth jour-
ney. In order to cope up with sudden unprecedented rush dur-
ing high tide or low tide, 12 coach empty rakes will be
stationed at Sealdah and Namkhana. They will evacuate extra
rush in case of emergency. There will be earmarking of Ladies
compartment at the Special Trains during the mela period.

• Lighting arrangement: Electrical department has made
arrangements for adequate and emergency lighting at the sta-
tion premises, especially at Princep Ghat, Lakshikantapur,
Kakdwip & Namkhana Stations. Adequate lighting at the ap-
proach road to platform no.2 of Namkhana station,
Namkhana Over-bridge and also at Kakdwip Temporary
Booking counter. Decorative lighting arrangement has been
made at Kakdwip & Namkhana stations.

• Drinking Water:Electrical & Engineering Deptt. of Seal-
dah Division has made arrangement to operate electrical
pumps at Princep Ghat, Lakshikantapur, Kakdwip &
Namkhana stations round the clock. Additional arrangement
of drinking water has been made for the Mela days at Kakd-
wip & Namkhana.

• Additional Booking Counter: Commercial Deptt. has
opened additional Booking Counters (05 nos. at Sealdah, 04
nos. at Kakdwip and 03 nos. at Namkhana) round the clock in
order to issue tickets to passengers during Mela Period. At
Kakdwip station, two temporary Booking counters (at main
side adjacent to stairs) has been provided. At Namkhana, suit-
able arrangement for ticketing at Bakkhali end of platform-1
with two numbers of booking counters has been provided.

Mobile UTS provided during mela period will be as fol-
lows:-

• 15 Nos. at Kakdwip. • 08 Nos. at Namkhana. • 08 Nos.
at Sealdah.

* Sanitary arrangement: Chief Medical Superintendent,
B.R.Singh Hospital and Divisional Environment & Housekeep-
ing Management Deptt. have deputed inspectors and sufficient
staff to look after sanitary system at Sealdah, Lakshmikanta-
pur, Kakdwip & Namkhana. Sanitary arrangements of major
stations of Sealdah South will be monitored closely.

• Security arrangement: Security Department has
arranged to deploy 25 officers with sufficient RPF personnel
at Princep Ghat, Lakshmikantapur, Namkhana & Kakdwip
stations and will keep close co-ordination with GRP & West
Bengal Police. Night bound EMU locals are being escorted by
RPF. Dog squads have been deployed for checking at station
areas, passenger areas, EMU trains, PRS counter, waiting
halls, dustbins and toilets. For Close Circuit Monitoring during
the mela period, 16 nos. of CCTVs (14 bullet & 2 dome) each
at Kakdwip, Namkhana and Lakshmikantapur have been
made operational at conspicuous places at station premises.
The CCTVs have been placed in such a manner that it covers
the entire station area.

* May I Help You Booth:"May I Help You" Booth with tele-
phone connection have been provided at Sealdah South, Prin-
cep Ghat, Kakdwip & Namkhana. The Booths will be manned
by RPF as well as GRP staff. Arrangement of Loud Hailers for
emergency announcement has been made at Lakshmikanta-
pur, Kakdwip & Namkhana.

* Volunteers Services: Volunteers of Civil Defence, Scouts
& Guides and St. John Ambulance Brigade will assist Railway
Officials at Sealdah, Kakdwip & Namkhana during the Mela
days.

• Emergency Equipment Failure: Two Tower Wagons
have been kept ready at Baruipur and Lakshmikantapur
which will rush to the site with RPF in case of emergency over-
head equipment failure. One more will remain as standby at
Sealdah station.

* Medical Unit: Fully equipped Medical unit has been de-
ployed at Sealdah & Kakdwip Station. They will render First
Aid in case of emergency. Augmented First Aid Boxes will be
available at the stations including additional boxes at Kakdwip
& Namkhana. Four Wheelchairs and four stretchers will be
provided at Namkhana and Kakdwip stations during the mela
period.  Two (02) Medical Booths will be provided at Sealdah,
and 01 each at Kakdwip and Namkhana Stations. Doctors,
paramedical staff & ambulances will be deployed at Sealdah,
Kakdwip & Namkhana Stations for round the clock availabil-
ity.

• Pay & Use Toilets: Pay & Use Toilets in Sealdah - Kakd-
wip - Namkhana Section & Princep Ghat will be in good con-
dition and periodical cleaning will be done on regular basis.
State Govt. has been approached to provide Pay & Use Toilet
at the surrounding area of Mela. 

Jammu-Srinagar
Vande Bharat Express
to Run Soon between
Katra and Srinagar;
Final Inspection Com-
mences on 111km Long
Katra-Banihal Section
Connecting Jammu to
Kashmir Valley
MI News Service, New Delhi:
Jammu and Srinagar will
soon be closer as the travel
time between them will be
merely three hours ten
minutes. With the com-
mencement of final safety
inspection, 111 Km long
Banihal-Katra Section in
the newly constructed,
Jammu division, the rail
commuters can expect a
world class travel experi-
ence on this route from
later this year as Jammu
station is being redevel-
oped for equipping it with
8 platforms and modern
amenities. However an 8
coach Jammu Srinagar
Vande Bharat express be-
tween Katra to Srinagar
will start running soon.
With this transformation,
the long wait of train con-
nectivity between Kashmir
Valley & Jammu will be
over. The completion of
Banihal-Katra section has
been an engineering mar-
vel in which 97 KMs of
length is tunnel and 7 KMs
of distance is covered by 4
main bridges. The tough-
est challenge in the project
was to give foundation
support to World's highest
arch bridge (i.e 359 m) on
Chenab River. It was
achieved by rock bolting
method using 30,000
tonnes of steel. The other
main challenge was to
build India’s first cable
stayed bridge on Anji
River. The two other
bridges on the section are
Reasi Bridge and Bakkal
Bridges. While executing
the project, Railways engi-
neers innovated the tech-
nique of Himalayan
tunneling over conven-
tional tunneling method to
overcome safety concerns
and give strength to main
as well as 67 KMs of es-
cape tunnels. The tunnels
have completely ballast
less track as is used on the
metro tracks with no
joints. The longest tunnel
in this section of the Ud-
hampur-Srinagar-Bara-
mula Rail Link (USBRL)
project i.e. T50 is of 12.77
KM length. Cameras are
placed at every 50 M in the
tunnels to keep an eye on
safety and operational
data. These Cameras are
connected to a state of the
art central control room. 

Google identified AP
as key partner:  
Chandrababu Naidu
MI News Service, New Delhi:
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu said global
tech giant Google has identi-
fied Andhra Pradesh as a key
partner as part of its “ambi-
tious” plans and operations
in India. The Chief Minister
further said he discussed
various potential areas for
collaboration. He exuded
confidence that collabora-
tions with global technology
leaders such as Google will
empower the southern state.
“I met a Google delegation
led by VP (vice president),
Bikash Koley in Amaravati.
The delegation offered me
an overview of their opera-
tions and shared their ambi-
tious plans in India. I am
proud that Andhra Pradesh
has been identified as a key
partner,” said Naidu in a post
on X. According to the CM,
Andhra Pradesh’s progres-
sive industrial policies have
created a business-friendly
ecosystem, attracting in-
vestors and paving the way
for employment opportuni-
ties. Recalling that the state
recently signed an agree-
ment with the US-headquar-
tered company Google,
Naidu said Andhra Pradesh
is looking forward to work-
ing together with it to bring
these initiatives to fruition.



Delhi Police hold interstate coordination 
meeting to ensure smooth Republic Day 

2025, assembly elections

IAF chief motivates cadets to stand by NCC motto of 'Unity and Discipline'

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    An Interstate 
Coordination meeting was 
held on Wednesday at the 
Delhi Police Headquar-
ters to enhance coopera-
tion among various Law 
Enforcement Agencies 
(LEAs) and address key 
issues related to ensur-
ing incident-free Repub-
lic Day 2025 celebrations 
and conducting free, fair, 
and peaceful Legislative 
Assembly elections in the 
national capital.
The meeting was chaired 
by Delhi Commission-
er of Police Sanjay Aro-
ra and attended by se-
nior police officers from 
Haryana, Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Ut-
tarakhand, Bihar, Rajas-
than, Chandigarh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and other 
officers of Central Police 
Organisation (CPOs) etc. 
Officers from various divi-
sions such as Special Cell, 
Transport, Law & Order, 
Crime, Protective Secu-
rity, Traffic, Intelligence, 

DCsP/Districts, Security, 
Crime, IGI, Railways and 
Metro were also present.
The officers exchanged 
intelligence and dis-
cussed various matters, 
focusing on strengthen-
ing anti-terror measures, 
border checks, and the 
verification of suspicious 
elements. Special atten-
tion was given to advance 
information regarding the 
movement of suspicious 
individuals or vehicles. Is-
sues regarding interstate 
gangs operating in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR), the supply of ille-
gal firearms, illicit liquor, 
cash, and narcotics were 
also discussed.
Coordination for Traffic 
regulation during Repub-
lic Day Celebrations was 
formulated.
According to Special 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime) Devesh Chandra 

Srivastava, strict and ef-
fective implementation 
of the Election Commis-
sion of India's guidelines 
and zero tolerance for 
violation during the Delhi 
Legislative Election was 
emphasised. Increased 
policing effort at state 
borders was also planned.
CP Delhi urged all officials 
to make extensive use 
of human and technical 
intelligence to monitor 
suspicious elements and 
anticipate in advance, any 
subversive activities to 
thwart any evil designs.
All officers appreciated 
the coordination efforts of 
Delhi Police with various 
state/UT police forces and 
other LEAs.
They committed to fur-
ther enhancing coopera-
tion and collaboration for 
better policing in the NCR, 
emphasizing real-time in-
formation sharing and 

close interaction at 
all levels, ensuring 
a peaceful and inci-
dent-free Republic Day 
2025 and Assembly 
elections in Delhi. 

MI News Service, New  
Delhi: Indian Air Force 
(IAF) chief Air Chief Mar-
shal AP Singh on Wednes-
day threw light upon the 
values being ingrained in 
the cadets during their 
training such as disci-
pline, selfless service, 
nation-building, code of 
conduct and also encour-
aged cadets to hold on to 
these values forever in 
their lives.

Addressing NCC cadets 
at Republic Day Parade 
Camp-2025, Air Chief 
Marshal Amar Preet 
Singh motivated the ca-
dets to stand by the NCC 
motto of 'Unity and Dis-
cipline' and the pledge in 
all walks of life whether 
in uniform or not.

"Every citizen of this 
country is a soldier who 
must look after the coun-
try's interests, safety and 
security. Whether we 
wear this uniform or not, 
just remember the motto 
of unity and discipline all 
your life. Be one, be unit-
ed. Don't divide yourself 
in different groups. That 
is being from North and 
South, are all one. Just 
remember that we have 
to be one," AP Singh said.

He further said that 
emphasised on the fact 
that NCC Republic Day 
Camp gives the cadets an 
opportunity to interact 
amongst all from different 
cultures, religions and re-
gions and thus strength-
ens the 'Unity in Diversity' 
spirit of India.

"Discipline comes from 
within in every walk of 
life. Discipline is what you 
are in the dark. When no-
body is watching you. It 
is not that policemen is 
standing so I stop at the 
traffic light. The rules 
says when we saw a red 
light we must stop. Just 
remember this whatever 
values that your parents 
have given and whatever 
teachings NCC is teach-
ing you. It is our duty to 
correct somebody who is 
going on the wrong path 
even if it is a majority. 
Thousand lies don't make 
a truth. That is the way 
we should live," AP Singh 
said.

AP Singh said that the 
value that the cadets are 
learning in the NCC will 
always hold them in good 
state.

"Whatever field you go 
to, whatever you will do 
in life remember these 
values," he said.

According to Ministry 
of Defence, Air Chief Mar-
shal inspected the 'Flag 
Area', which was pre-
pared by cadets from all 
17 NCC Directorates on 

MI News Service,  
Visakhapatnam:  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu's speech and said that 
Andhra CM has hit all the six-
ers in his speech.

"After a gap of 60 years, a 
government has been elected 
for the third time in the coun-
try and after the formation of 
the government, this is my first 
official program and the won-
derful welcome you gave me, 
the way people were blessing 
me on the way and today and 
N Chandrababu Naidu has hit 
all the sixers in his speech. I 
respect the spirit of each of 
his words, his sentiments and 
I assure the people of Andhra 
Pradesh, the countrymen that 
the sentiments that Chan-
drababu was expressing to-
day, together we will definitely 
achieve those goals," PM Modi 
said in Visakhapatnam.

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu hailed PM Modi in 
his speech and said that the 
Prime Minister is always for 
development. "You (PM Modi) 
are always for development. I 
am always getting inspiration 
from you and learn many les-
sons from you. Until yester-
day, Amaravati was in a state 
of uncertainty. 

For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com
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Notice
With regard to Mutation of a Land, I  
Rameshwer Prasad, Son of Late 
Chuner Deha Prasad resident 
at 778 Chowbaga, Chowbaga   
Chhadmabeshi Academy, P.O.  
Chowbaga, P.S. Anandapur, Kolkata - 
700105, within the state of West Bengal, 
do hereby confirm and state that I have 
purchased plot of land measuring about 1 
Kt 13 Ch 39 Sft under Mouza Chowbaga  
comprised in J.L. No. 3, L.R.  
Khatian No. 417, L.R. & R.S. Dag No. 
434 by virtue of a registered sale Deed  
being No. 2151 which was duly  
registered in the office of the Sub- 
Registry office No. D.S.R - III, Alipore, 
South 24 Parganas on 27/12/1999 
from one Moni Mondal & Nashya  
Mondal, who was the lawful  
constituted Attorney, being duly  
appointed and nominated by virtue 
of a Registered Power of Attorney  
being No. 141, with selling right to any 
intending purchaser.

After purchasing the said land from said 
MONI MONDAL & NASHYA MONDAL, 
I am going to mutate the said Land 
in my favor and since purchasing the 
said land I am occupying and enjoying 
the same without any hindrances and  
encumbrances from any corner  
whatsoever.

This is to hereby notify that, if any 
one has any objection, claim, demand  
regarding the mutation of the 
said land, he/she may take legal  
legitimate steps regarding the  
mutation of the said land with  
valid documentation within the one month 
from the date of publishing the notice, oth-
erwise no objection, demand, claim will 
be granted in any manner whatsoever. 

Dilip Das 
Advocate, 

Alipore Police Court, 
Kolkata - 700027
M- 9163180166 
Date: 8/1/2025

Notice
With regard to Mutation of a Land 
I SMT USHA DEVI PRASAD W/O 
Rameshwer Prasad resident of 
72/1 Tapsia Road South, P.O.– 
Gobinda Khatick, P.S.-Topsia,  
Kolkata–700046, Dist.-Kolkata, with in the 
state of West Bengal, do here by confirm 
and state that I have purchased a plot of land  
measuring about 2 cottah 8  
chhatak, under Mouza – Chowbaga 
comprised in J.L.No. 3, L.R. Khatian 
No. 121, L.R&R.S. Dag No 417 Plot No 
32 by virtue of a registered sale Deed  
being No 11862/2023, which was duly  
registered in the office of the sub- 
Registry office No D.S.R.-IV, Alipore, 
south 24 Parganas on 27/09/2023 from 
one Raghunath Dewan, who was the 
lawful constituted Attorney, being duly  
appointed and nominated by virtue 
of a Registered power of Attomey  
being No 263, with selling right to any  
intending purchaser. After purchasing 
thesaid land from said RAGHUNATH  
DEWAN, I am going to mutate the 
said Land in my favor and since  
purchasing the said land I am occupying and  
enjoying the same without any  
hindrances and encumbrances from any 
comer whatsoever. This is to hereby  
notify that, if any one has any objection, 
claim, demand regarding the mutation 
of the said land, he/she may take legal  
legitimate steps regarding the  
mutation of the said land with valid  
documentation within the 
one month from the date of  
publishing the notice, otherwise no  
objection, demand, claim will be granted 
in any manner whatsoever.

Dilip Das 
Advocate, 

Alipore Police Court, 
Kolkata - 700027
M- 9163180166 
Date: 8/1/2025

Notice
With regard to Mutation of a Land I  
ANSAR AHMED Son of  Intezar Ahmed 
resident at 29/A GolamJilani Khan 
Road, Post Office. & Police Station– 
Tiljala, Kolkata – 700039, Dist. South 24  
Parganas,  with in the state of West  
Bengal, do here by confirm and state 
that I have purchased plot of land mea-
suring about 1cottah 8 Chhatak under 
Mouza – Chowbaga comprised inJ.L.No. 
3, L.R. Khatian No. 917, L.R&R.S. Dag 
No 308 by virtue of a registered sale 
Deed being No 01204 which was duly 
registered in the office of the sub-Reg-
istry office No D.S.R.-III, Alipore, south 
24 Parganas on 20/03/2018 from one 
Deshbandhu Mondal, who was the lawful  
constituted Attorney, being duly  
appointed and nominated by virtue of 
a Registered power of Attomey being 
No 00450/2017,with selling right to any 
intending purchaser. After purchasing 
thesaid land from said DESHBANDHU 
MONDAL, I am going to mutate the said 
Land in my favor and since purchasing 
the said land I am occupying and enjoying 
the same without any hindrances and  
encumbrances from any comer whatso-
ever. This is to hereby notify that, if any 
one has any objection, claim, demand  
regarding the mutation of the 
said land, he/she  may take legal  
legitimate steps regarding the  
mutation of the said land with valid  
documentation within the one month 
from the date of publishing the notice,  
otherwise no objection, demand, 
claim will be granted in any manner  
whatsoever.

Dilip Das 
Advocate, 

Alipore Police Court, 
Kolkata - 700027
M- 9163180166 
Date: 8/1/2025

e-Tender Notice
Pradhan, Pantihal Gram Panchayat under 
Jagatballavpur Dev. Block, Howrah invites 
e-Tender vide NIT No. Pant/NIT/02/2025, 
Pant/NIT/03/2025, Pant/NIT/04/2025, Pant/
NIT/05/2025, Pant/NIT/06/2025, Dated 
08/01/2025. Last date of submission of 
this bid through online 16/01/2025 upto 11 
am. For more information visit https://www. 
wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Prodhan

Pantihal Gram Panchayat
Nizbalia, Howrah

e-Tender Notice
Memo No 58 (2)/1(3)/PS   Date: 08/01/2025
The Undersigned hereby invite e-tender for work under 15th CFC 
and others. For more details please visit www.wbtendiers.gov.in
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796337_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796450_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796473_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796593_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796597_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796605_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796617_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796625_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796629_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796635_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796641_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796652_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796730_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796739_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_797072_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_797036_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_797003_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796970_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796929_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796834_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796796_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796760_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796713_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796695_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_796653_1
Tender ID-2025_ZPHD_797318_1

Sd/-
Executive Officer

Patharpratima Panchayat Samiti
Ramganga, South 24-Parganas

Legal Notice
I, Shri Shukdeb Maiti, son of Shri Kalipada Maiti, residing at 188, 
Rajdanga Main Road, Post - E.K.T.P., Police Station - Kasba, Kol-
kata - 700107, have acquired a total of 4 (four) Katha 3 (three) 
Chatak 15 (fifteen) square feet of land in the year 2018 through a 
gift deed (Deed No. 00310/2018) from my father Shri Kalipada 
Maiti in Mouza Kasba (J.L. No. 13) under Kolkata Block, within Dag 
No. 2718 and 2721. My father, Shri Kalipada Maiti, had purchased 
the said land in the year 1983 through two sale deeds (Deed No. 
9634/1983 and 9636/1983) and one sale deed in 1984 (Deed No. 
229/1984) from the registered owners, namely Shri Samar Kumar 
Mitra, Smt. Ebarani Mitra, Smt. Archana Majumdar, Smt. Man-
jushree Bose, Smt. Nandita Sarkar, Smt. Pushpita Chowdhury, and 
Smt. Soma Guharay, through their appointed attorney Shri Shanta-
nu Kumar Mitra and Shri Shantanu Kumar Mitra himself, along with 
three other individuals, Shri Sudhanshu Bhushan Mitra, Shri 
Shishir Kumar Mitra, and Shri Amal Kumar Mitra.
Therefore, I have applied for the mutation of the said land (Case 
No. MN/2025/1630/170). If any person has any objection, they are 
requested to submit their objection within one month from the date 
of this advertisement to the Kolkata B.L.&L.R.O. Office (Address: 
K.M.C. Building, Room No. 328, 5 S.N. Banerjee Road, Kolkata - 
700013) or via email (bllroatm@gmail.com).

BANGANAGAR 1 GRAM PANCHAYAT
Under Falta Panchayat Samiti, Vill- Ghanashyampur, P.O.-Banganagar, P.S.-Falta,

Dist. South 24 Parganas, PIN No.- 743513 E-mail ID: banganagar1@gmail.com
Memo No: 266/Banga-1/24  Date: 08/01/2025 E-Tender invited by the Prodhan Ban-
ganagar 1 Gram Panchayat, Falta Panchayat Samiti, South 24 Parganas.
e-Tender NIT No.-
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/26, BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/27,
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/28, BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/29,
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/30, BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/31,
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/32, BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/33,
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/34, BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/35,
BANGA1GP/ETENDER/2024-25/36, Dated-09.01.2025 (11 nos of work).
Last date of bid submission 17.01.2025 up to 05.00 PM, Technical Bid open 
20.01.2025 at 11.00 A.M.  Sd/- 
   Prodhan, Banganagar 1 Gram Panchayat
   Block-Falta, 24 Pgs. (S).

TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender for Construction of 1no. Girl's Toilet, 
2 no.s CC Roads & 1 no. sinking of Tubewell 
have been invited by the under signed, details of 
which as noted below:
Bid Submission Start Date: 06.01.2025, 
07.01.2025 & 08.01.2025
Bid Submission Closing Date: 13.01.2025, 
14.01.2024 & 16.01.2025
Details can be collected from the website https://
wbtenders.gov.in & Office Notice Board

Sd/-
Executive Officer

Basanti Panchayat Samity
Basanti, Sonakhali, South 24 Parganas

Last date of 
submission 
21/01/2025

ক্রমিক সংখ্যা:- ৬২ তযামিখ:- ০৮.০১.২০২৫

আশ্রম হ�োস্টেস্ে সুপোরিনস্েনস্েন্ট, 

কুক ও হ�ল্োি রনস্�োস্েি রিজ্ঞরতি

পূর্ব মিমিনীপুি মেলযাি িয়নযা ব্লককি পিিযানন্দপুি েগন্যাথ ইনমটিমিউশযাকনি ছযাত্যারযাস 

এ অস্যায়ী মিমতিকত সুপযামিনকিনকেন্ট, কুক ও মেল্যাি পকিি মনকয়যাগ প্রমক্রয়যাি মরষকয় 

মরশকি েযানকত মিখুন "www.purbamedinipur.gov.in ".

Sd/-

স্যাক্ষি
মেয়যািি্যান কযাি কনকিনি, 

অ্যােিযাইমেমি কমিমি এরং সিমটি উন্য়ন আমিকযামিক 
িয়নযা ব্লক
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various social awareness 
themes.

The CAS also visited 
the 'Hall of Fame' and 
was briefed about the 
history, training and 
achievements of NCC.

Later, the Air Chief 
Marshal, accompanied 
by other distinguished 
guests, witnessed a 'Cul-
tural Programme' per-
formed by the cadets 

from different Directorates 
who put up an enthralling 
show presenting the Indi-
an culture through ballet, 
group dance and songs.

E-Tender

PM Modi praises 
Chandrababu Naidu
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NEW YORK [US] : The majority of
cancer deaths are caused by
metastatic disease, which occurs
when cancer spreads from the
primary tumour to other areas of
the body. and researchers under-
stand how cancer cells escape the
primary location to seed new
tumours, it is unclear why some
cancer cells produce new
tumours decades later and others
do not.

A research team at the
National Cancer Institute-desig-
nated Montefiore Einstein
Comprehensive Cancer Centre
(MECCC) has uncovered a natural
immunological response in mice
that prevents escaping cancer
cells from growing into tumours
elsewhere in the body. The study
was published today in the jour-
nal Cell.

"Preventing or curing metas-
tases is the most critical chal-
lenge in cancer," said study
leader Julio Aguirre-Ghiso, Ph.D.,
director of MECCC's Cancer
Dormancy Institute. "We think
our findings have the potential to
point to new therapies to prevent
or treat metastatic disease." The
study's co-first authors are Erica
Dalla, Ph.D., a former student,
and Michael Papanicolaou, Ph.D.,
a postdoctoral fellow in Dr.
Aguirre-Ghiso's lab.

Cells that migrate from pri-
mary tumors and seed metastatic
tumors are called disseminated
cancer cells (DCCs). Some DCCs
behave aggressively, immediately
starting tumors in new tissue,
while others remain in a state of
suspended animation referred to
as dormancy. "It's long been a

mystery how some DCCs can
remain in tissues for decades and
never cause metastases, and we
believe we've found the explana-
tion," said Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso, who
is also professor of cell biology, of
oncology, and of medicine and the
Rose C. Falkenstein Chair in
Cancer Research at Albert
Einstein College of Medicine.
Breast cancer and many other
types of cancer metastasize to the
lungs. In research involving three
mouse models of metastatic
breast cancer, Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso
and colleagues determined that
when breast cancer DCCs spread
to the lung's air sacs (alveoli),
they are kept in a dormant state
by immune cells known as alveo-
lar macrophages.

"Alveolar macrophages are
the lung's first responders,
defending the organ against bac-
teria and dangerous substances
like environmental pollutants,"
said Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso. These
specialized macrophages, he
notes, appear early in embryonic

development and reside within
lung tissue for life.

"Our findings demonstrate a
new role for these macrophages,
in which they recognize DCCs and
actively interact with them, and--
by secreting a protein called TGF-
b2--produce signals in the cancer
cells that keep them in a dormant
state," Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso said.
"Since every organ in the body
has its own set of tissue-resident
macrophages, they may function
to keep DCCs in check in those
organs as well. Our study has
shown for the first time that these
specialized macrophages func-
tion to actively induce dormancy
in DCCs."

Confirming the importance of
alveolar macrophages in keeping
DCCs dormant, Dr. Aguirre-Ghiso
and his team found that depleting
them in the mice significantly
increased the number of activat-
ed DCCs and subsequent metas-
tases in their lungs compared to
mice with normal levels of the
immune cells. 

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Aarhus
University researchers discov-
ered a simple way for predicting
which people are most likely to
develop chronic kidney disease
rapidly. This could be a key step
towards improved prevention
and treatment.

About ten percent of the
Danish population suffers from
chronic kidney disease, and
some individuals experience
rapid deterioration after the
diagnosis is made.

Now, a team of researchers
from Aarhus University in a
comprehensive study has investi-
gated the precise risk of rapid
progression, and the result could
be a significant step towards
more effective treatment of the
disease.

The study, which is based on
data from Danish health regis-
ters, provides healthcare profes-
sionals with new insights into
how to better identify patients at
high risk of rapid worsening of
kidney disease.

"We chose to investigate
chronic kidney disease because
some of the patients experience
rapid deterioration of their con-
dition without us knowing exact-
ly who. Our goal was to under-
stand which patients are most at
risk and whether we can inter-
vene early to delay or even pre-
vent this progression," says
Professor at the Department of
Clinical Medicine at Aarhus
University, Christian Fynbo
Christiansen, one of the authors
of the study.

A simple measurement
The study showed that

patients with newly diagnosed
mild to moderate chronic kidney
disease within three years have
a 15 percent risk of rapid pro-
gression, which could lead to
severe cardiovascular disease or
even death.

Surprisingly, the study also
showed that the risk of rapid
progression varied significantly
among patients.

A simple measurement of
protein in the urine proved to be
a strong indicator of the course
of kidney disease. For women
without diabetes or elevated
blood pressure/cardiovascular

disease and without the protein
albumin in their urine, the risk
of rapid progression was seven
percent, while the risk peaked at
47 percent for men with both
diabetes, elevated blood pres-
sure/cardiovascular disease, and
albumin in their urine.

"This is an important finding
since albumin can be used as an
indicator of kidney disease pro-
gression, thereby making it pos-
sible to identify patients at high
risk of rapid deterioration of the
disease, and it can improve the
prevention of complications and
hopefully increase patients' qual-
ity of life," explains Christian
Fynbo Christiansen, adding:

"It underscores the need to
use this simple test to a far
greater extent."

Benefit for patients and socie-
ty

The measurement can help
healthcare professionals to tar-
get treatment and follow-up to
patients at high risk. This could
potentially be a significant gain
for patients both in Denmark
and the rest of the world.

"We hope that this result can
contribute to increased aware-
ness of the importance of using
readily available markers -
including albumin in the urine -
to identify patients at high risk of
rapid progression," says
Christian Fynbo Christiansen.

And it's not only the patients
who can benefit from the results.
Faster and more effective pre-
vention could also potentially
help to reduce healthcare costs.

"I think we will focus much
more in the future on patients
with milder stages of the disease,
like those we included in this
study. If we get better at pre-
venting and treating chronic kid-
ney disease and its associated
complications, it could potential-
ly benefit both patients and soci-
ety," explains Christian Fynbo
Christiansen.

He emphasizes that further
research and development of
precise treatment methods are
still needed. Although the study
provides important insight into
risk groups, a precise model for
predicting individual patient out-
comes is still lacking. 

WASHINGTON DC : Self-monitoring of physical activity
with an accelerometer and feedback is an effective method
for improving physical activity in the elderly who need
long-term care.

The Kobe University study is the first to show that this
demographic's physical activity can be increased using
simple and safe methods, potentially lowering long-term
care costs and preventing serious illness.

Taking more steps and sitting less is well understood to
have a significant impact on a variety of noncommunicable
diseases, including heart disease, diabetes, orthopaedic
diseases, and stroke.

This is particularly problematic in senior citizens who
depend on long-term care such as in day-care centers, as it
is known that they take fewer steps and spend more time
sitting than healthy people of similar age. The resulting
higher risk of falling ill not only decreases health-related
quality of life in these people, it also stretches already
scarce resources in healthcare systems. And while it is
known that self-monitoring can improve the physical activ-
ity even among the elderly, the effectiveness of this
approach has not been shown for this high-risk demo-
graphic. The Kobe University research team of health sci-
entists IZAWA Kazuhiro and KITAMURA Masahiro filled
this gap by conducting a comparative analysis with 52
long-term care patients at a day care center in Japan on
the effectiveness of self-monitoring of physical activity.

They educated the participants on the importance of
increasing physical activity and asked participants to wear

accelerometers that record steps, sitting time and activity
of various intensity. The 26 participants in the intervention
group were additionally asked to record their progress in a
calendar daily and received weekly feedback and advice.

The results now published in the journal European
Geriatric Medicine show that the intervention group took
more steps, spent less time sitting and were more engaged
in light physical activity. The authors write, "The results of
this intervention promoting physical activity in this target
population were novel to this study. Older people with long-
term care needs have reduced mobility and activity com-
pared to healthy older people, so increasing physical activ-
ity is not easy. However, goals such as increasing the num-
ber of steps can be easily understood and practiced, and

reducing the time spent in sedentary behavior, such as by
standing or taking a short walk, are activities that can be
performed indoors and do not require high mobility."

Since this was the first study to include not only on steps
in the self-monitoring but also time spent sitting, it is pos-
sible that these two affected each other. The Kobe
University researchers explain, "A previous study in
healthy older people reported that moderate to vigorous
physical activity increases when sedentary behavior
decreases, which is somewhat similar to the findings in the
present study." Izawa adds, "While traditional self-moni-
toring interventions have focused primarily on the number
of steps taken, this study focused on both steps taken and
sedentary behavior. As a result, we believe this may have
facilitated their behavior change."

While this study clearly shows the effectiveness of such
simple measures as wearing an accelerometer, self-moni-
toring and receiving feedback on one's progress on the
physical activity, its five-week period was too short to cap-
ture actual benefits on health-related quality of life.

Izawa and Kitamura said, "The results of this study may
serve as an important foundation for future research on
promoting physical activity among older adults in need of
assistance. In particular, self-monitoring interventions
have been shown to contribute to improved physical activ-
ity and can be applied to care prevention strategies. Future
studies should include larger samples, a broader range of
activities and long-term follow-up to verify the sustained
effectiveness of the intervention."

Simple measurement may
predict risk of worsening
kidney disease: Study

Researchers discover that unique
immune cells stop metastatic cancer

Researchers find self-monitoring improves
physical activity of elderly who require care

With wind chills in the single digits, who
doesn’t crave hot cocoa with whipped
cream or a steaming plate of pasta and
cheese? Your body needs more calories to
support its work of staying warm. Still,
you needn’t go off the nutrition rails,
especially if you follow a Mediterranean
diet.

Rich in antioxidants and anti-inflam-
matory properties, a Mediterranean diet
promotes longevity by lowering the risk
for diseases, like cardiovascular disease
and diabetes. It’s a year-round option
because its main ingredients — frozen or
fresh leafy greens, root vegetables, citrus
fruits, salmon, beans, whole grains,
berries, Greek yogurt, nuts, and extra vir-
gin olive oil — are always available. Here
are some healthy ways to add these foods
to your diet this winter.

LEAFY GREENS
Leafy greens in winter? You bet.

Frozen spinach and kale are as good as
fresh. They’re super sources of vitamin C,
an immune-system booster; vitamin K,
which aids blood clotting; and, vitamin A,
important for vision. Of course, you’ll eat
them warm!

Menu idea: Stir-fries are natural vehi-
cles for spinach, kale, and arugula. You
can also add your veggie to smoothies.

ROOT VEGETABLES
Root vegetables like beets, carrots, and

turnips are plentiful during the winter
months and packed with essential nutri-
ents, including beta-carotene, and vita-
mins C and A, which give your immune
system the boost it needs to protect you
from colds and flu.

Menu idea: With olive oil, lightly coat
sliced root vegetables and roast them
slowly in a 350-degree oven until their
natural sugars caramelize.

CITRUS FRUITS
Vitamin C boosts both your immune-

system and your mood. Traditional
sources include citrus fruits, like oranges,

grapefruit, and lemons. Strawberries,
mangoes, and kiwis are also high in vita-
min C.

Menu idea: Add vitamin-C-rich broc-
coli, cauliflower, and bell peppers to any
dish. If you can’t find them fresh, then buy
them frozen.

VITAMIN D-RICH FOODS
Vitamin D-rich foods are essential dur-

ing the dark winter months. Salmon is a
great source of vitamin D, as are egg
yolks, fortified cereals, milk, red meat,
and shitake mushrooms.

Menu idea: Rub a little olive oil on a
salmon fillet, and sprinkle finely minced
ginger root on top before baking at 350
degrees.

BEANS
Beans like chickpeas (known as gar-

banzo beans) are full of protein and con-
tain nearly all of the essential amino
acids.

Menu idea: Add dried or canned beans

to soups or salads, or blend them with
extra virgin olive oil, lemon juice, tahini,
and salt to make your own hummus.

LOW-SODIUM SOUP
Soup is a perfect winter food, as long

as it’s homemade or low sodium. Low-
sodium soups contain 140 milligrams or
less of sodium per serving. “Reduced”
sodium means that only 25% of a soup’s
sodium has been removed. Steer clear of
recipes that call for cream, beef, and salt,
and use those that use chicken broth, veg-
etable broth or water as the base and call
for lots of vegetables.

Menu idea: Add canned or dried beans
or lentils to your soup for extra fat-free
protein and fiber. Beans curb your
appetite by slowing down digestion and
controlling blood sugars, which can help
control hunger and bolster mood.

WHOLE GRAINS
Quinoa and other whole grains like

oatmeal, farro, bulgur, and buckwheat

provide protein and fiber. Oatmeal makes
a good winter breakfast or snack. It’s high
in zinc, which your immune system needs
to function properly, and soluble fiber,
which strengthens heart health.

Menu idea: Add cooked whole grains to
your salad to keep you fuller longer, and
buy whole-grain breads, crackers, and
cereals. Add cinnamon, cardamom, or
nutmeg to your oatmeal, which will
enhance its flavor without adding calo-
ries, fat, sugar, or salt.

Paninis and melts are satisfying on
cold days and healthy as long as you avoid
breads with saturated fat and sodium. Go
with whole-grain varieties, which list
"whole grain" as the first ingredient on
the package.

BERRIES
Strawberries, blueberries, blackber-

ries, and raspberries are all high in fiber
and antioxidants, rich in vitamin C, man-
ganese, and vitamin K1. Menu idea: Enjoy
berries as a snack or on top of yogurt and
oatmeal for breakfast.

GREEK YOGURT
Greek yogurt, compared to other

yogurts, has a higher protein content and
is a great source of vitamin B-12, calcium,
and probiotics, which keep your gut
microbiome in balance. Avoid low-fat,
“Greek-style” and flavored yogurts.

Menu idea: Sweeten your Greek yogurt
with banana or berries, or add it your
blender with a little milk, fresh fruit, and
crushed ice for a smoothie.

NUTS
Nuts such as almonds, walnuts,

cashews, and pistachios are high in
antioxidants and trace minerals. Make
sure to buy raw, unsalted, or low-salt
options instead of nuts that are candied,
salted, or included in trail mix. Menu idea:
Lightly coat walnuts or other nuts, as well
as sweet potatoes, beets, or chickpeas
with olive oil and roast them in a 350-
degree oven and enjoy them for snacking.

Healthy Foods To Keep You Warm This Winter

Bilaspur (HP) Himachal Pradesh's second space lab was inaugu-
rated here on Tuesday to provide school students with hands-on
experience in space science, robotics, and aerospace technology.
The first space lab is already functioning at Ghumarwin School in
Bilapsur district. There are plans to set up five such labs in the dis-
trict, an official statement said.  "A space lab is a crucial step to
inspire school children and kindle their interest in space science
and technology," Technical Education Minister Rajesh Dharmani
said after inaugurating the space lab at a government school.

The space labs are integral to Bilaspur's educational reform
initiative, established to spark students' interest in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), he said.

The lab is equipped with drones, 3D printers, telescopes, and
models of Indian Space Research Organisation missions. Students
will be introduced to in-depth knowledge of subjects like satellite
communication and aerospace engineering, which are becoming
globally important, he said.  The minister said children from near-
by schools can visit the lab and it will serve as a regional centre for
science education. Additionally, educational trips to ISRO's Space
Application Centre in Ahmedabad are being organised, he said,
adding so far, 10 students have been there, and preparations are
underway to send 50 more. Dharmani also inaugurated the first
Activity-Based Learning (ABL) classroom in Bilaspur district. The
ABL approach deviates from traditional learning, focusing instead
on interactive and real-life experiences.

In what has been billed as a leap forward in improving intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance by decreasing the reliance on GPS
technology, the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (DSTL)
of the UK developed an atomic clock that will make military opera-
tions more secure through experimental quantum technology.

According to UK ministry of defence (MoD), the precision of the
clock is so refined that it will lose less than one second over billions
of years, allowing scientists to measure time at an unprecedented
scale.

Besides, it is also expected to support navigation systems, secure
communication networks, and increase the accuracy of advanced
weaponry. By decreasing the reliance on GPS technology-which can
be disrupted and blocked by adversaries-the atomic clock will
strengthen national security, making it less vulnerable to disruptions
through various techniques.

Further improvement to GPS accuracy could transform global
navigation systems, aiding in everything from satellite communica-
tion to aircraft navigation.

Some of the key benefits of the technology include enabling more
precise and independent navigation systems, reducing reliance on
GPS satellites, which are vulnerable to jamming or destruction in
conflict scenarios; secure communications systems, such as encrypt-
ed military networks, which depend on highly synchronised time-
keeping; enhancing the accuracy of advanced weapon systems, like
guided missiles, which rely on accurate timing to calculate trajecto-
ries and coordinate attacks; and allow UK armed forces to gain an
edge over adversaries in timing-critical operations, especially in
areas like cyber warfare, where milliseconds can make a difference.

"Integrating cutting-edge technology into existing capabilities
exemplifies the government's commitment to innovation in the
defence sector, and to ensuring our armed forces have the best kit
possible to keep us secure at home and strong abroad," said Maria
Eagle, Minister for Defence Procurement and Industry.

UK's quantum leap:
How atomic clock is

poised to define
future of warfare

Himachal's second space
lab becomes functional
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Inauguration of Vande Bharat Train
Services in the Kashmir Valley

A Landmark Moment for
Connectivity and Progress

The inauguration of
train services in the Kash-
mir Valley and the USBRL
section is a momentous
achievement for Indian
Railways, marking a new
era of connectivity,
progress, and inclusivity.
This historic milestone is
further elevated by the in-
troduction of the state-of-
the-art Vande Bharat
Express, specifically de-
signed to operate seam-
lessly in the region's
challenging winter condi-
tions. Vande Bharat Ex-
press: A Testament to
Engineering Excellence
Manufactured under the
"Make in India" initiative
by the Integral Coach Fac-
tory (ICF), the Vande
Bharat Express is
equipped with cutting-
edge technology and ad-
vanced features to ensure
reliability, safety, and pas-
senger comfort. The train
has been meticulously tai-
lored for the extreme cli-
matic conditions of the
Kashmir Valley, reflecting
Indian Railways' commit-
ment to innovation and re-
gional integration.

Special Features for
Jammu & Kashmir Opera-
tions

1. Advanced Heating
Systems: o Silicon Heating
Pads: Prevent freezing of
water tanks and bio-toilet
tanks, with overheat pro-
tection sensors ensuring
safety and reliability. o
Heated Plumbing
Pipelines: Self-regulating
heating cables prevent
water freezing, ensuring
smooth operations even in
sub-zero temperatures. o
Heaters in Indian Toilets:
Provide warm air for vac-
uum systems and lavato-

ries, enhancing passenger
comfort. o Auto-Draining
Mechanism: Plumbing
lines are equipped with
draining systems to pre-
vent freezing during sta-
bling.

2. Enhanced Driver
Comfort and Safety: o  Em-
bedded Heating Elements
in Windshield: The driver's
front lookout glass in-
cludes heating elements
for defrosting, ensuring
clear visibility in harsh
winter conditions. o Anti-
Spall Layers: Added to pro-
tect the driver from
impacts during extreme
weather or unforeseen
events.

3. Additional Techno-
logical Upgrades: o Air
Dryer System Heating: En-
sures the air brake system
functions optimally in
freezing conditions. o
Branch HVAC Ducts: Warm
air ducts extend to lavato-
ries for passenger comfort.
o 5 kVA Transformers: In-
stalled in underframes for
dedicated heating systems
in critical components.

4.   Key Passenger
Amenities: o Fully air-con-
ditioned coaches with
semi-high-speed capabili-
ties (up to 160 kmph). o
Wide gangways, automatic
plug doors, mobile charg-
ing sockets, infotainment
systems, and CCTVs for

enhanced safety and con-
venience.

Impact on the Kashmir
Valley: The introduction of
Vande Bharat Express in
the Kashmir Valley repre-
sents a paradigm shift in
rail travel for the region.
The service ensures: ·
Seamless All-Weather Con-
nectivity: Overcoming the
challenges of snow, freez-
ing temperatures, and ex-
treme conditions, this train
ensures uninterrupted rail
services. · Enhanced Pas-
senger Comfort: Modern
amenities coupled with cli-
mate-specific adaptations
provide world-class travel
experiences. · Boost to Re-
gional Integration: By con-
necting the Valley more
effectively to the national
railway network, the train
symbolizes India's dedica-
tion to bridging geograph-
ical and economic gaps.

Conclusion: The Vande
Bharat Express in Jammu
& Kashmir is more than
just a train—it is a symbol
of India’s engineering
prowess, commitment to
progress, and dedication to
fostering connectivity
across regions. This initia-
tive is expected to trans-
form rail travel for the
people of the Valley, pro-
viding them with safe, reli-
able, and world-class
transportation.

Railways well on course to make itself future
ready; Spends 76% of its Budgetary Outlay for the
current fiscal in Capacity augmentation aiming to
give safer, faster & world class travel to travelers
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Posted On: 08 JAN 2025
2:05PM by PIB Delhi
Spending in State-of-the-
art capacity addition proj-
ects in mission mode by
Indian Railways reflects
prompt execution of Vi-
sionary foresight of Viksit
Bharat Serving faster, safer
& world class travel expe-
rience at nominal cost to
billions of Indians is not an
easy task. But Indian Rail-
ways is doing it in a mis-
sion mode by transforming
itself to be a future ready
organization catering to
geographically, culturally,
socially as well as econom-
ically diverse India. Keep-
ing pace with the
budgetary allocation, Rail-
ways has spent 76 percent
of its budgetary outlay with
in first nine months & 4
days of the current fiscal
year. According to a latest
expenditure report of In-
dian Railways till January
5, 2025, heavy investment
is made in capacity aug-
mentation, a reality aiming
to make rail travel a world
class experience in India.
The fruits for consistent
Capital Expenditure
(Capex) for the last one
decade are visible in the
form of 136 Vande Bharat
trains, about 97 percent
electrification of broad
gauge, laying of new lines,
gauge conversion, doubling
of track, traffic facilities
work, investment in PSUs
& metropolitan transport.
This Capital expenditure
has led to faster, safer &
world class travel experi-
ence at nominal cost to bil-
lions of

Indians. With Vande
Bharat sleeper trains at
speed testing & safety cer-
tification stage, Rail com-
muters in India are all set
to experience world class
travel very soon for “long
distance” travel. This will
revolutionize the overall
travel experience. This
transformation of Indian
Railways would not have
been possible without the
visionary foresight of Viksit
Bharat & its prompt execu-
tion by spending in the
modernization projects in a
mission mode by Indian
Railways.

Despite challenges like

India being the most popu-
lous nation with its vast ge-
ographical, cultural &
linguistic diversity, Indian
Railways is implementing a
vision of transformative
governance to build a new,
modern & connected India.
It has been spearheading
efforts to build an all-inclu-
sive India by investing in
infrastructure, technology,
and sustainable practices.
This way, Indian Railways
is ensuring that the seeds
of progress sown today
bear best fruits for our fu-
ture generations. Given the
complexity of India, this is
not an easy task for an or-
ganization to cater to the
present load as well as to
invest heavily in building
its future. But with 1198
crore of Capital Expendi-
ture spending in the first
four days of this calendar
year, the overall capital ex-
penditure of Indian Rail-
ways stands at 76 percent
with nearly three months
to go. The Total Capex for
railways in Budget Esti-
mate 2024-25 is ₹ 2,65,200
cr with Gross Budgetary
Support of Rs. 2,52,200
crores. Out of it, Rs.192446
crores have already been
spent. For rolling stock, the
budgetary provision was
for Rs. 50,903 crores. Out
of it, Rs. 40, 367 crores
were spent by 5th January,
which is 79 c/o of the
budget, allotted for rolling
stock. In Safety related
works, out of budgetary al-
location of Rs.34,412
crore, the amount spent is
Rs. 28,281, which is 82
percent of the allocated
amount. The government
has prioritized transform-
ing Indian Railways into a
world class entity, which
ferries on an average “2.3
crore Indians” daily from
one part of the country to
the other part at an afford-
able cost. Charting out well
on this path of develop-
ment, India Railways is
committing taxpayer’s
money in capital expendi-
ture to create state of the
art infrastructure for gen-
erations to come, thus con-
tributing in the direction of
“Future ready” Indian
Railways as we all
progress towards Viksit
Bharat.

New York appeals court rejects Trump’s request 
to postpone sentencing in hush money case

MI News Service, New York: A
New York appeals court judge has
rejected US President-elect Donald
Trump’s request to postpone his
Friday sentencing in the hush
money case. Associate Justice
Ellen Gesmer declined Trump’s re-
quest after a brief hearing on the
matter on Tuesday afternoon, CNN
reported.  On Tuesday, Trump had
requested to stay the proceedings
in the hush money case – includ-
ing his sentencing scheduled for
Friday, while he appeals his con-
viction after Judge Juan Merchan
rejected his demand to stop the
sentencing.  Trump’s attorney
Todd Blanche, who has been se-
lected as deputy attorney general
in the US President-elect’s new ad-
ministration told the New York
Appellate Division, First Depart-
ment, on Tuesday, that it should
stop Trump’s sentencing, acknowl-
edging the situation was unprece-
dented, according to CNN report.

Blanche said the Supreme
Court’s decision on presidential
immunity in July provides consti-
tutional protection to Trump. Al-
though Merchan denied two
arguments to vacate Trump’s con-
viction, Blanche said that either of
those arguments should grant
them a stay of proceedings while
the appeal is litigated.

Gesmer, who presided over the
hearing, asked Trump’s attorney
whether there is any precedent for
his request that presidential im-

munity could be extended to the
US President-elect. In response, he
said, “There has never been a case
like this before, so no.”  Manhat-
tan District Attorney’s Office Chief
of Appeals Steven Wu said
Trump’s lawyers have not pre-
sented any argument that a sen-
tencing hearing would disrupt the
responsibilities of Trump as US
president-elect.  Wu said, “Now is
the best time for this to happen
here.” He admitted the DA’s office
has agreed with legal team of
Trump that it will be much more
difficult to have a sitting president
in for sentencing on a state matter.

Wu said, “The sentencing has
to happen at some point, right?”
Blanche called sentencing an “ex-
traordinary” imposition on Trump
and added that criminal sentenc-
ing is “a big deal” in someone’s life

even if it takes one hour. The judge
interrupted him and said Merchan
would have been happy to sen-
tence Trump in July.

Donald Trump is appealing his
conviction on 34 counts of falsify-
ing business records, requesting
to toss it due to the Supreme
Court’s presidential immunity rul-
ing and since he is now president-
elect. Merchan has rejected both
these arguments and scheduled
the sentencing for Friday, prompt-
ing Trump’s attorneys to approach
the appeals court to try to stop the
sentencing. However, Merchan
has indicated he would not sen-
tence Trump to any punishment.
When asked whether weight
should be given to Merchan’s
statement that he wouldn’t impose
any prison sentence, Blanche said,
“I don’t know how anybody could

give any weight to that” since it’s
hypothetical.

When Gesmer questioned
what presidential immunity argu-
ments would give Trump a stay
pending appeal, Blanche said he is
basing the argument on sitting
presidential immunity and Mer-
chan’s decision in December ad-
dressing whether there were
evidentiary issues at trial that in-
volved presidential immunity.

Blanche said that those argu-
ments should allow Trump a stay
on the proceedings while the ap-
peals court takes a decision on
whether Merchan was right. He
also requested the court to con-
sider the US Department of Jus-
tice’s refusal to prosecute Trump
in his two federal cases after he
was elected president.

He said, "There Is no case law
and that is true, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t look at what has
happened.” Gesmer disagreed
with his argument, saying she
does not find that analogy useful,
CNN reported.  

The judge also questioned the
prosecution if there was any
precedent that presidential immu-
nity should be given to the presi-
dent-elect. Later, Wu said, “There
is none whatsoever for that claim”
and added that the theory of im-
munity for a president-elect inter-
feres with the idea that there is
only one sitting president at a
time. 

Indian Americans elected to Virginia
Legislature in crucial special elections

UAE Foreign Min Abdullah bin Zayed  
receives Foreign Minister of Israel

MI News Service, Abu
Dhabi: Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs, received
Gideon Sa’ar, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the State
of Israel, in Abu Dhabi.
Sheikh Abdullah welcomed
Gideon Sa’ar and discussed
the bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

The meeting also ad-
dressed the latest develop-
ments in the region,
particularly the escalating
humanitarian crisis in the
Gaza Strip. The discussions
covered regional and inter-
national efforts aimed at
achieving a sustainable
ceasefire.  Sheikh Abdullah
highlighted the urgent im-
portance of advancing a se-
rious political horizon to
resume negotiations for
achieving a comprehensive
peace based on the two-
state solution, adding that
this would contribute to es-
tablishing stability, achiev-
ing sustainable security in
the region, and ending the
escalating violence.  He em-

phasised the need for con-
certed efforts to reach a
permanent ceasefire and
prevent the expansion of
conflict in the region, noting
that the priority is to end
tension and violence, pro-
tect civilian lives, and make
every effort to facilitate the
flow of urgent humanitarian
aid. Sheikh Abdullah
stressed that the Middle
East is experiencing un-
precedented tension and in-
stability, requiring
enhanced collective inter-
national efforts to end ex-
tremism, tension, and
escalating violence while
adopting a path of peace,
prosperity, and develop-
ment for the benefit of its
people. He reiterated the
UAE's support for the medi-
ation efforts of Qatar, Egypt,
and the United States to
broker a prisoner exchange
agreement that could lead
to a permanent ceasefire,
the release of hostages, and
the safe and sustainable de-
livery of adequate humani-
tarian aid to civilians in
Gaza.  

Speed trails between Katra and 
Banihal  Section on 08.01.2025

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Statutory
safety inspection of newly constructed
electrified Railway line from Katra to
Reasi (route length of 17 km) on
Katra-Banihal section of USBRL proj-
ect was conducted by Commissioner
of Railway Safety Northern Circle, Sh.
Dinesh Chand Deshwal on 7th
Jan.’2025. This finalremaining sec-
tion of USBRL Project is situated in
Reasi District of J&K. Itscommission-
ing will ensure the connectivity of
Kashmir valley to rest of India
through Railway network. Following
the completion of CRS inspection of
Katra-Reasi (17 Km) section, Speed
trials were conducted for entire
Katra- Banihal (111 Km) section of
project.  The other two portions of
Katra-Banihal have already been
completed with the following mile-
stones:

• Banihal to Sangaldan (48 km)
was dedicated to the nation by the
Honorable Prime Minister on 20th
February 2024. • Sangaldan to Reasi
(46 km) received CRS authorization
on 1 July 2024 and ready for dedica-
tion to Nation.

These speed trails were success-
fully conducted in both directions be-
tween Katra and Banihal, reaching
maximum speed of 110 kmph on 8th

Jan.’2025. The111 Km  of Katra-Ban-
ihal section is the most challenging
part of 272 Km of USBRL Project and
is perhaps the most difficult new rail-
way line project undertaken in the
country post-independence. The ter-
rain passes through young Hi-
malayas, which are full of geological
surprises and numerous problems.
This section predominantly involves
tunneling i.e. 97.42 Km out of 111 Km
(i.e. 87%) of length of Katra-Banihal
section is in tunnels and maximum
length of tunnel T-49 is 12.77 Km,
which will be longest transportation
railway tunnel in the country.  The
section involves 25 tunnels of 97.42
Km (87.8%), 49 bridges of total length
7.04 Km (6.34%), and only 6.54 Km
(5.9%) is in open formation. Also to
comply international safety norms,
parallel 8 nos. Escape tunnel of length
66.4 Km with cross passages connect-
ing main and escape tunnels at every
375 m have been provided in tunnels
having a length more than 3 Km for
safety and rescue. This segment of
the project boasts of impressive engi-
neering structures, including and
iconic Chenab Bridge (Overall length
1315 m, Arch span of 467 m and
height of 359 m above river bed)
which is the highest Railway Arch

bridge in the world and the Cable
Stay Bridge at Anji Khad, which is In-
dian Railway’s First Cable stayed
Bridge having a length of 473m and
height of Main pylon is 193m. There
are seven stations on the section
namely Khari, Sumber, Sangaldan in
Ramban District and Sawalkote,
Dugga, Bakkal and Reasi in Reasi Dis-
trict of J&K and all these station yards
are constructed partly inside tunnels
and on bridges due to space con-
straints. The entire section is electri-
fied, featuring Railway Electrification
system with Rigid Overhead Conduc-
tor System (ROCS) at 25 KV in tun-
nels, for the first time on Indian
Railways. To further enhance passen-
ger safety and comfort, several ad-
vanced features have been provided
such as ballastless track (including
yards) and canted turnouts (a first for
Indian Railways), standard II(R) inter-
locking MACLS and LED signals, Cen-
tralized Electronic Interlocking, block
working with UFSBI (Universal Fail
Safe Block Instrument) & HASSDAC
(High Availability Single section Digi-
tal Axle Counter), CCTV monitoring,
and state-of-the-art tunnel safety
technology including ventilation, fire-
fighting systems, and SCADA (Super-
visory Control & Data Acquisition).

MI News Service, New York:
In a significant victory for the
Democratic Party, two Indian
Americans were elected in
special elections to Virginia’s
legislatures, securing the
party’s slender majority de-
spite the broader national in-
fluence of the Trump wave
during the previous year’s
election. Kannan Srinivasan
was elected to the State Sen-
ate, while J.J. Singh won a
seat in the State House of Del-
egates on Wednesday.

The results were part of
what seems to be a round of
musical chairs within Vir-
ginia’s political circles. Singh
takes the seat in the House
previously held by Srinivasan,
who now succeeds Suhas-
Subramanyam in the State
Senate. Subramanyam re-
signed the seat after his elec-

tion to Congress in
November. The races also
featured another Indian
American candidate, Repub-
lican Ram Venkatachalam,
who lost to Singh. Srini-
vasan’s victory means he will
join Ghazala Hashmi, a fel-
low Indian American, in the
State Senate. Born and

raised in Tamil Nadu, India,
Srinivasan was a chartered
accountant before emigrat-
ing to the US, where he es-
tablished a successful
30-year career in business
and finance. He was elected
to the Virginia House of Del-
egates in 2023.

J.J. Singh, who was born
in Virginia, will likely make
history as the first legislator
in the US to wear a turban,
though other Sikhs have
been elected to office. Singh
has an impressive back-
ground, having worked in the
White House Office of Man-
agement and Budget under
former President Barack
Obama. Additionally, he
served as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Bolivia and as a
senior advisor to the US Sen-
ate. These elections were

crucial for the Democrats,
who held only a one-seat ma-
jority in both chambers of
Virginia’s legislature. The
state’s governor is a Republi-
can, and there were con-
cerns among the Democrats
that the national influence of
Donald Trump’s victory could
trickle down into local races. 

Mpox deaths in
Uganda reach 10
as infections
continue to rise
MI News Service, Kam-
pala:Uganda has reported
a sharp increase in mpox-
related deaths, with the
number climbing to 10 fol-
lowing four fatalities in the
past five days, according to
the country’s health au-
thorities. The Ministry of
Health of Uganda con-
firmed the deaths in a situ-
ation update released on
Monday, highlighting the
growing severity of the out-
break.

In the last five days,
Uganda registered 156 new
cases of mpox, bringing the
total number of confirmed
infections to 1,571 since the
outbreak was first declared
six months ago. The Min-
istry of Health reported
that 19 new infections were
recorded in the past 24
hours, with 17 cases
emerging from the central
district of Wakiso, one in
the capital city of Kampala,
and another in Lira, ac-
cording to the Xinhua news
agency.

To curb the spread of
the disease, the Ugandan
government, supported by
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and other part-
ners, has intensified
preventive measures.
These include enhanced
surveillance, better case
management, health meet-
ings, risk communication,
community engagement,
and public awareness cam-
paigns aimed at reducing
transmission. Mpox, a viral
infection caused by the
monkeypox virus, can
spread through close con-
tact between individuals.
Symptoms typically include
a rash, fever, headache,
muscle aches, back pain,
low energy, and swollen
glands. Health experts em-
phasize the importance of
awareness and preventive
practices to limit the trans-
mission of the disease.

In a broader context,
the WHO expressed ongo-
ing concern about the epi-
demiological situation of
mpox in Africa, with partic-
ularly high case numbers
in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC), Bu-
rundi, and Uganda. 

Thousands evacuate
as fast-growing
wildfires  devastate
Southern California
amid harsh winds
MI News Service, Los An-
geles: Tens of thousands of
residents in Southern Cali-
fornia have been forced to
evacuate as a series of
fast-moving wildfires rav-
age the region, CNN re-
ported.  The most
destructive, the Palisades
fire, is spreading rapidly
across Los Angeles, with
homes destroyed and
major roads closed. Au-
thorities are scrambling to
manage the situation, with
widespread evacuations
and emergency declara-
tions.  The out-of-control
Palisades fire, which has
burned more than 2,900
acres, is blazing through
nearly five football fields
per minute. It has
prompted an emergency
declaration from Los An-
geles officials, who warned
that the worst is yet to
come due to the “tornado-
like” winds complicating
the firefighting efforts.

As the fire approached
key roads, including Sun-
set Boulevard, many driv-
ers were told by fire
officials to abandon their
vehicles and flee. “The fire
came right down to the
road and the fire depart-
ment came up and said get
out of your cars now – be-
cause the fire was right up
against the cars,” said
Marsha Horowitz, who
was caught in the fire’s
path on Sunset Boulevard.
“There were three lanes of
cars, and the fire was right
down and there was noth-
ing to stop it.” As the fire
continued to spread, fire
crews began bulldozing
abandoned vehicles to
clear the path for emer-
gency response vehicles.
Meanwhile, in the Malibu
and Santa Monica areas,
where evacuation orders
were also issued, drivers
abandoned cars in the face
of the expanding inferno.
The fire has already
jumped the highway, forc-
ing some to consider seek-
ing refuge on the beach as
flames continued to
threaten the area.

Two additional fires
erupted in Los Angeles
County on Tuesday. The
Hurst fire, located north of
San Fernando, has
scorched 100 acres, while
the Eaton fire in Altadena,
which grew to 1,000 acres
in just six hours, poses a
significant challenge. At a
senior care facility in
Pasadena, workers rushed
to evacuate residents as
the Eaton fire neared, re-
ported CNN.  “The smoke
was unbearable even with
windows closed,” said
Bobbie Oliver, a Pasadena
evacuee. 
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W
ith a little over a month to go, the
drama around the ICC Champions
Trophy, to be hosted by Pakistan, is

yet to die down.
First, following the tug-of-war between the

BCCI and the Pakistan Cricket Board, the ICC
decided to adopt the hybrid model for India's
matches in the tournament following the
Indian board's refusal to send the Indian team
to Pakistan due to security concerns. All the
matches of the Men in Blue are set to be played
in Dubai-a neutral venue.

And now, reports have revealed the possi-
bility of the entire tournament being shifted
out of Pakistan. The country last hosted a glob-
al tournament at home in 1996, when it co-
hosted the ODI World Cup.

Why 2025 Champions Trophy could be
moved out of Pakistan

Though security concerns have often dis-
suaded teams from travelling to the country,
the reason for the fresh speculations is entire-
ly different.

Karachi's National Bank Stadium, Lahore's
Gaddafi Stadium and the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium are scheduled to host the matches of
the Champions Trophy. The renovation work,
which started in August last year, was sup-
posed to have been completed by December

31. But, according to a Times of India report,
the stadiums are far from ready. The source
told TOI that there are parts in the stadiums
which are still under construction, and so, fin-
ishing work would take much longer. From
fencing work and placement of floodlights and
seats to finishing the new multi-storied enclo-
sures that will house dressing rooms and hos-
pitality boxes, the work is nowhere near com-
pletion, the TOI report said.

Interestingly, the reports come amid PCB's
decision to move the ODI tri-series, also involv-
ing South Africa and New Zealand, from
Multan to Karachi and Lahore.

Dismissing reports of delay in construction
and renovation works at the stadiums, the PCB
said it has decided to relocate the upcoming
tri-nation ODI series to the Gaddafi Stadium
and the National Bank Stadium "given the
advanced stage of preparations". The board
expressed confidence that the work is set to be
completed before or around the deadlines. The
renovated Gaddafi Stadium is set to be inaugu-
rated in the last week of January.

The TOI report said that the ICC will send a
team to Pakistan to inspect the three stadiums.
If the venues are not ready for handover on
February 12, the ICC is likely to shift the entire
tournament to the UAE.

New Zealand outclass Sri Lanka with
dominant all-round display in Hamilton
HAMILTON [NEW ZEALAND] : New Zealand secured the ODI series
over Sri Lanka with a commanding 113-run win in Hamilton on
Wednesday, with one game still to follow. The Black Caps dominated
with both bat and ball, reducing Sri Lanka to 142 all out in 30.2 overs
while defending a target of 256 in a rain-shortened 37-over match.

Chasing 256, Sri Lanka endured a dreadful start, slumping to 22/4
within the first five overs. Jacob Duffy struck early, dismissing
Pathum Nissanka for 1 and Kusal Mendis for 2. Matt Henry joined
the attack, removing Avishka Fernando for 10, leaving Sri Lanka
reeling at 18/3 in 4.1 overs.

Skipper Charith Asalanka's unfortunate run-out at the score of 4
further deepened Sri Lanka's woes. Kamindu Mendis and Janith
Liyanage offered brief resistance with a 57-run partnership before
Liyanage fell to Nathan Smith for 22, leaving the score at 79/5.

Kamindu Mendis was the lone bright spot for Sri Lanka, scoring
a valiant 64 off 66 balls, including five boundaries and three sixes.
However, he lacked support as wickets fell around him. Chamidu
Wickramasinghe was run out for 17, Wanindu Hasaranga was clean
bowled by Mitchell Santner for 1, and tailenders Eshan Malinga (4)
and Maheesh Theekshana (6) were dismissed by Will O'Rourke.

O'Rourke emerged as New Zealand's top bowler with figures of
3/31, while Duffy had 2/30, Henry, Smith, and Santner chipped in
with one wicket each.

Earlier, Sri Lanka opted to bowl first, and New Zealand posted a
competitive 255/9. Rachin Ravindra and Mark Chapman anchored
the innings with a 112-run stand after the early dismissal of Will
Young for 16 by Asitha Fernando.

Chapman contributed 62 off 52 balls, hitting five boundaries and
two sixes before falling to Maheesh Theekshana. Ravindra played a
match-winning knock of 79 off 63 deliveries, featuring nine bound-
aries and a six, before being dismissed.

Skipper Mitchell Santner scored 20 off 15 and Daryl Mitchell (38)
added valuable runs, while Tom Latham (1) and Nathan Smith (0)
failed to make an impact. Glenn Phillips chipped in with 22 before
falling to Wanindu Hasaranga.

Theekshana was Sri Lanka's standout bowler, taking 4/44, includ-
ing a hat-trick with the wickets of Santner, Smith, and Matt Henry.
Hasaranga claimed 2/39, while Asitha Fernando and Eshan Malinga
picked up a wicket each.

Rachin Ravindra was named "Player of the Match" for his bril-
liant knock of 79, which set the foundation for New Zealand's victo-
ry.

With this win, New Zealand secured the series, leaving one match
still to be played. Sri Lanka will aim to salvage some pride in the final
ODI. 

NEW DELHI [INDIA] :
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB)
on Wednesday appointed former
Pakistan cricketer Younis Khan
as the mentor for the Afghan
national team for the upcoming
Champions Trophy 2025, starting
on February 19.

According to a release from
ACB, the former cricketer will
accompany Afghanistan during
their conditioning and prepara-
tion camp in Pakistan, offering
his mentorship services until the
conclusion of the ICC tourna-
ment.

Younis had scored 10,099
runs at over 52 in 118 Tests;
7,249 runs in 265 ODIs and 442
runs in 25 T20Is. He has scored
the most Test centuries (34) for
Pakistan while his career-best
313 against Sri Lanka in Karachi
in 2009 lifted him to the number
one position in the ICC rankings.

Afghanistan Cricket Board,
CEO, Naseeb Khan said that ACB
is pleased to sign a contract with
Younis Khan as interim mentor of
the national team for Champions
Trophy 2025. He also wished him
luck for the crucial assignment.

"Since the Champions Trophy
is being held in Pakistan, it was
required to assign a talented and
experienced player as mentor
from the hosting country. We
already had efficient experience
with hosting countries' mentors
in ODI World Cup 2023 and T20I

World Cup 2024. Observing the
conditions, therefore, we have
appointed Younis Khan as men-
tor for our national team for the
upcoming mega event and wish
him best of the luck in his crucial
assignment," Naseeb Khan was
quoted in a release from ACB as

saying.
The Champions Trophy is

returning after more than seven
years. The eight-team event will
comprise 15 matches in the 50-
over format and will be held
across Pakistan and Dubai. The
previous edition finalists, India
and Pakistan, are scheduled to
face on February 23 in Dubai.

Rawalpindi, Lahore, and
Karachi will serve as the three
venues in Pakistan, hosting the
tournament. Each venue will
stage three group matches, with
Lahore hosting the second semi-
final.

Lahore is set to host the final
on March 9 unless India qualifies,
in which case the final will be
played in Dubai. Both the semi-
finals and the final will have
reserve days.

Pakistan will face New
Zealand in the Group A opener in
Karachi on February 19. The
Dubai leg will begin the next day,
with India taking on Bangladesh.
Meanwhile, Afghanistan will kick
off its voyage at Champions
Trophy 2025 on February 21
against South Africa.

CAPE TOWN [SOUTH AFRICA] :
Former South Africa captain Graeme
Smith is brimming with excitement for
the upcoming SA20 season, emphasiz-
ing the league's focus on enhancing fan
experiences and delivering high-quality
cricket.

"I think a lot of it is about doing
things well again," Smith told ANI.

"Fan experience in the stadium, we
have invested a lot of money for it, for
the entertainment, stuff for kids, etc,"
he added.

Smith, considered one of the greatest
captains of all times, also praised the
depth and strength of the teams this
season.

"We have got quality players coming
this year, the best of South African play-
ers. I think all teams are looking very
strong. There are so many great match-
ups coming our way," he noted.

The 43-year-old also expressed his
anticipation for a rookie or youngster to
step up and deliver a big performance

during the tournament.
One of the major highlights of this

year's SA20 is the inclusion of Dinesh
Karthik, who will represent the Paarl
Royals. Smith lauded the Indian wicket-
keeper-batter for his career achieve-
ments and recent IPL form.

"DK has had an incredible career. He
has had two brilliant IPLs the last two
seasons. I am looking forward to how
he plays. He is a character, he has a
unique style of play. With how the wick-
et plays in Paarl, he could be an asset
for Paarl Royals. Also, he brings in a lot
of experience. It is great to have our
first Indian superstar in SA20," Smith
said.

Smith also spoke about the strong
relationship between SA20 and Indian
cricket, and thanked BCCI and IPL for
backing the South Africa-based league.

"We are fortunate to have a great
relationship with the IPL and BCCI.
They have backed us and supported us.
We have worked closely. I am excited to

bring more Indian players to South
Africa. They are loved here for their
ability, skill, and character. We would
work with them for bringing more
Indian players whenever the time is
right," he said.

Highlighting the historic bond
between Indian fans and South African
cricket, Smith reminisced about how the
relationship blossomed after South
Africa's readmission to international
cricket.

"Indian fans have had a great rela-
tionship with South African cricket ever
since the readmission. The first SA team
coming here. They just fell in love with
SA cricket. Hopefully, they will enjoy
what they will see, and hopefully, we
will keep them entertained," he added.

With strong teams, promising tal-
ents, and the inclusion of a marquee
Indian player, Smith believes the
upcoming SA20 season is set to create
unforgettable moments for fans across
the globe. 

KUALA LUMPUR [MALAYSIA] :
Indian tennis star HS Prannoy made a
triumphant return to the badminton
court as he kickstarted the year with
a win in his opening match at the
Malaysian Open 2025 being held in
Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday.

On Wednesday, Prannoy defeated
Brian Yang of Canada by 21-12, 17-
21, 21-15. His comeback effort lasted
one hour and 29 minutes.

Also, the mixed doubles pair of
Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv Kapila
kickstarted their campaign with a win
over South Korea's Ko Sung-hyun and
Eom Hye-won by 21-13, 21-14 in two
successive games. The match lasted
30 minutes.

Also, coming to the women's sin-
gles competition, Malvika Bansod
started her tournament with a bang,
securing a win over Goh Jin Wei of
Malaysia by 2-15, 21-16.

Ace Indian shuttler and Paris
Olympics 2024 semi-finalist Lakshya
Sen lost his Malaysia Open 2025 bad-
minton tournament clash against
Chinese Taipei's Chi Yu-Jen in
straight games at the Stadium Axiata
Arena in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on
Tuesday.

The Indian badminton player, 12th

in the BWF rankings, failed to put up
a fight against the world No. 32 shut-
tler, going down 14-21, 7-21 in his
men's singles round of 32 contest.
This was the first meeting between
the two badminton players.

Prannoy marked his return to
court for the first time since the Paris

2024 Olympics in a start-stop match
against Canada's Brian Yang.

Ranked 26th, Prannoy won the
first game 21-12 before play was
halted due to a leaky roof in the sta-
dium in the second with the score
reading 6-3 in the Indian's favour at
the time.

The match resumed briefly after a
25-minute disruption and Brian Yang
fought back to take an 11-9 lead in
the second game before the
encounter was halted once again due
to persistent leakage through the
roof. Commonwealth Games bronze
medallists Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand won their women's dou-
bles round of 32 match at the BWF
Super 1000 tournament after beating
Thailand's Ornnicha
Jongsathapornparn and Sukitta
Suwachai.

Despite a bit of trouble at the
break of the second game, sixth-seed-
ed Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand registered a comfortable
21-10, 21-10 victory over their
unseeded opponents.

The Indian duo will take on the
world No. 4 pair of Zhang Shuxian
and Jia Yifan of the People's Republic
of China in their next match.

DIDIER
DESCHAMPS TO
STEP DOWN AS
FRANCE MANAGER
AFTER 2026
WORLD CUP
PARIS [FRANCE] : Didier
Deschamps has decided to step
down as the manager of the
French national football team
after the 2026 World Cup, end-
ing a historic 14-year tenure.

The official X handle of
France's national football
team has announced on
Wednesday,

"Aux commandes des Bleus
depuis 2012, le plus grand
selectionneur de l'histoire de
l'Equipe de France tirera sa
reverence apres la Coupe du
Monde 2026"

[At the helm of Les Bleus
since 2012, the greatest coach
in the history of the French
team will bow out after the
2026 World Cup ].

Deschamps has been in
charge of France since 2012,
leading the team to remark-
able successes, including win-
ning the 2018 FIFA World Cup
and the 2021 UEFA Nations
League. Under his leadership,
France also reached the finals
of the UEFA Euro 2016 and the
2022 FIFA World Cup, though
they narrowly missed out on
victory in both tournaments.

Reports suggest that
Deschamps had been planning
his departure for several
months, wanting to give the
team clarity about the future
of the managerial role. With
his contract set to end after the
2026 World Cup in North
America, the focus has already
shifted toward finding his suc-
cessor.

One name stands out as the
likely candidate--Zinedine
Zidane. The French football
legend and former Real
Madrid coach has been seen as
the natural choice to take over.
Zidane, who has been without
a managerial role since leav-
ing Real Madrid in 2021,
boasts an impressive coaching
record, including three consec-
utive UEFA Champions League
titles and two La Liga tri-
umphs.

Deschamps' legacy in
French football is extraordi-
nary. He is one of the few indi-
viduals to win the World Cup
as both a player and a coach.
His achievements will be
remembered as some of the
greatest in the sport's history.

Before his departure,
Deschamps remains focused
on two major challenges, lead-
ing France in the UEFA
Nations League quarter-final
against Croatia in March 2025
and preparing for the 2026
World Cup, which will be host-
ed in the United States,
Canada, and Mexico. 

COIMBATORE (TAMIL NADU) : The
11th Yuva Kabaddi Series - Division 1,
held at the Karpagam Academy of
Higher Education in Coimbatore, deliv-
ered a day of surprises, with the Palani
Tuskers suffering their first defeat and
the Murthal Magnets finally breaking
their winless streak on Tuesday, as per a
release from Yuva Kabaddi Series.

The day began with the Murthal
Magnets claiming their maiden win by
defeating the Karpagam Raiders 40-32.
Vinay delivered a stellar all-round per-
formance, contributing 15 raid points
and three tackle points. Despite R.
Gowtham's 14 raid points for the
Raiders, a lack of support from his team-
mates resulted in their loss.

In the second match, the Sonipat
Spartans handed the Jaipur Thunders
their fifth consecutive defeat with a 45-
33 victory. Ankit Saharwa led the
Spartans' charge with 12 raid points,
while Naveen Sharma and Pankaj con-
tributed six tackle points each. For
Jaipur, Praveen's High 5 and Mohit
Gurjar's all-round effort weren't enough
to turn the tide.

The third game saw the Aravalli
Arrows stun the previously unbeaten
Palani Tuskers with a 35-28 victory.
Ankit Jat was the standout performer,

securing nine tackle points, while
Chetan Choudhary earned a High 5.
Despite M. Esakkiraja's High 5 for the
Tuskers, their raiding unit fell short,
leading to their first defeat.

The final match of the day featured a
close contest between the Kurukshetra
Warriors and the Chennai Tamizhans,
with the Warriors edging out a 32-30
win. Sachin Jagbir shone with 14 raid
points, while Sachin added a High 5 to
the Warriors' tally. For Chennai, Stanly
Packiaraj recorded a Super 10 and

Sakthivel R earned a High 5, but their
efforts fell just short.

Please find below the schedule for
Yuva Kabaddi Series - Division 1 match-
es on Wednesday, January 8 :

Match 21, Jaipur Thunders vs
Murthal Magnets

Match 22, Karpagam Raiders vs
Sonipat Spartans

Match 23, Aravalli Arrows vs
Chennai Tamizhans

Match 24, Palani Tuskers vs
Kurukshetra Warriors.

ICC Champions Trophy: Why Pakistan
may lose hosting rights to UAE

Afghanistan appoints former Pakistan 
cricketer Younis Khan as Mentor for CT 2025

Graeme Smith expresses excitement around SA20, welcomes Dinesh Karthik

Yuva Kabaddi Series: Aravalli Arrows hand Palani Tuskers
first defeat; Murthal Magnets secure maiden win in Division1

Malaysian Open: Prannoy makes 
triumphant return, Bansod secures win


