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Mamata Banerjee accuses BSF of 
allowing illegal infiltration, 

including militants from Bangladesh

Centre should clear West Bengal's
entire dues in 2025, says TMC

leader Derek O'Brien

Imran Zaki honored with prestigious Xaverian award
MI News Service, Kolkata: Imran Zaki, former Honorary Secretary and Vice President of the St. Xavier’s College Calcutta Alumni Association, was conferred
with the Xaverian Award for Exemplary Services during the annual Alumni Reunion Dinner, Sangam 2024. This prestigious accolade celebrates his remark-
able contributions to the college and its alumni community. The award ceremony, held at the St. Xavier’s College Ground, saw the presence of notable dig-
nitaries, including Father Dominic Savio, Principal of St. Xavier’s College; Father JeyrajVeluswamy,... PG 3

Semester system in primary schools faces 
strong opposition from Mamata Banerjee

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has ex-
pressed her strong disapproval
over the proposed introduction
of a semester system in pri-
mary schools, claiming that
she was unaware of the policy
until she read about it in the
media.  The Chief Minister
publicly reprimanded Educa-
tion Minister Bratya Basu for
implementing a major change
in the education system with-
out consulting her.

Presiding over an Adminis-
trative meeting in the state
Secretariat Nabanna on Thurs-
day, Mamata Banerjee in-
structed Basu to halt the
proposed semester system,
making it clear that no such
policy could proceed without
her approval.

Recently, Gautam Pal, Pres-
ident of the Primary Education
Board, announced in a press
conference that primary
schools in the state would
adopt a semester system for
classes I to V. According to this

plan, students would take
exams twice a year, and a
credit system would also be in-
troduced. However, this an-
nouncement triggered Mamata

Banerjee's sharp reaction, as
she accused the education de-
partment of bypassing her au-
thority. During the meeting,
Mamata Banerjee questioned

Bratya Basu, saying, “I saw in
the newspapers that a semes-
ter system is being introduced
at the primary level. I was not
informed about this. Even the

Chief Secretary was unaware.
Why wasn’t I consulted before
this policy was prepared?”

In response, Bratya Basu
clarified that no official direc-
tive would be issued without
Mamata Banerjee’s approval
and said that the announce-
ment was only preliminary and
subject to her final decision.
Nevertheless, the Chief Minis-
ter expressed her dissatisfac-
tion, adding, “Why was this
information released to the
media before informing us?
Any policy decision must first
be communicated to me.”

Mamata Banerjee empha-
sized her opposition to the se-
mester system, stating, “It will
not happen. My priority is to
reduce the burden on children.
I want lighter schoolbags, not
a heavier academic load. How
can such young children, who
are still learning basic rhymes
like ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star,’ cope with a semester sys-
tem? A Class one student can-
not be expected to handle the
same system as a college stu-

dent. Things should continue
as they are.”

She also directed Bratya
Basu to ensure that any future
changes in educational policies
must be discussed with her be-
fore being shared with the
media. “When it comes to edu-
cation policies, inform us be-
fore you inform the media.
Leaking such news is unac-
ceptable,” she added firmly.

This incident underscores
the Chief Minister’s focus on
maintaining direct control over
major policy decisions in the
state. The controversy has
sparked discussions among ed-
ucators and parents, many of
whom are divided in their
opinion over the feasibility and
implications of introducing a
semester system in primary
schools.

While the Education De-
partment is yet to make an of-
ficial statement following
Mamata Banerjee’s directives,
it appears that the proposed
semester system will remain
on hold for now. 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addressing an administrative meeting at Nabanna on
Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday alleged that the
Border Security Force
(BSF) was facilitating mili-
tants and infiltrators from
Bangladesh to enter the
state, causing socio-politi-
cal disruptions in the re-
gion. 

She accused the cen-
tral forces of allowing infil-
tration from Bangladesh
with the aim of destabiliz-
ing the state and referred
to it as the Centre's "nefar-
ious blueprint."

The Chief minister
claimed that the BSF,
which is responsible for
guarding the  international
borders with Bangladesh ,
was not only allowing infil-
tration but also torturing
women. "The BSF is allow-
ing infiltration from differ-
ent areas into Bengal and
torturing women. The
TMC is not guarding the
borders.The border is not
in our hands, so if some-
one accuses the TMC of
permitting infiltration, I
will point out that it is in
fact the BSF's responsibil-
ity," Mamata said.

She further clarified
that the police and the
Centre had prior informa-
tion about the situation(of
infiltration). "The police
have all the information,
and the Centre has it too. I
have received information
from (DGP) Rajiv Kumar
and local sources. I will
write a strong letter to the

Centre regarding this,"
Banerjee added. 

Banerjee emphasized
her desire for peace be-
tween Bengal and neigh-
bouring Bangladesh,
stating, "We have no en-
mity, but goons are being
allowed here. They commit
crimes here and return by
crossing the border once
again. BSF is enabling this,
and the Centre has a role
in it." During the State Ad-
ministrative Review Meet-
ing at the Nabanna
Sabhaghar in Kolkata,
Banerjee mentioned that if
the BSF continued to facil-
itate such activities, the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
would  organize protests
against them. 

The Chief Minister re-
marked that the BSF was
allowing people to cross
into India from areas like
Islampur, Sitai, and
Chopra. She attributed the
situation to a "blueprint"
from the central govern-
ment, stressing that this
could not have happened
without their involvement.
"Border is guarded by BSF
but not TMC. They  (BSF)
are allowing goons.They
are allowing people who
commit murders  and flee
through these borders.It is
an inside job of the BSF,
and it is a blueprint of the
Central Government. If
there was not any blue-
print from the Central Gov-
ernment, then it would not
be possible," Banerjee
said. 

Banerjee also denied
that TMC was involved in
the alleged infiltration, as-
serting that the party was
not responsible for the ac-
tions of individuals cross-
ing the border. She placed
the blame squarely on the
BSF, which she said was in
charge of securing the bor-
der areas. Banerjee fur-
ther accused the BSF of
committing atrocities
against women. 

"The border is in the
hands of BSF... If anyone
feels that they will allow
infiltrators to come into
Bengal and put the blame
on TMC,  then he is wrong.
it is not the TMC but BSF is
responsible for the infiltra-
tion," she said. 

Banerjee also men-
tioned that the central gov-
ernment had been
informed of her concerns
multiple times. She made it
clear that while the TMC
would follow the govern-
ment's decisions, they
would oppose any actions
that allowed militants to
disrupt peace and stability
in the state. "We will
protest against them if
they facilitate militants to
disrupt the state...We will
send a protest letter to the
Centre also for this," she
concluded. 

These allegations by
the Bengal CM come amid
reports of Bangladeshi in-
filtrators entering the
stateat will and are caus-
ing disturbances in the re-
gion's peace and harmony. 

MI News Service,New
Delhi :  Reiterating that
Union Government should
give top priority in control-
ling the inflation to reduce
prices of daily commodi-
ties, TMC leader Derek
O'Brien has emphasized
the need  for clearing the
entire dues of West Bengal
under MGNREGS and
other central schemes and
control the unabated vio-
lence in Manipur during
2025.

Outlinig his suggestions
and demand from the Cen-
tre during  this (New) year,
the TMC leaders in a post
published on his blog on
Thursday listed 25 things
that the Centre needs to do
in 2025.

Controlling inflation
should be the first step, he
said, adding that ensuring
an increase in the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
attracting foreign invest-
ment, making the rupee
stronger, providing "food
for all" and ensuring equal
wages are among the eco-
nomic measures that the
Union government should
take.

Stressing that the Cen-
tre should "favour the
common man", O'Brien
said in the last four years,
a total amount of Rs 5.65
lakh crore has been writ-
ten off for the industrial
sector, while agriculture,
the largest employment-
generating sector in the
country, received the least
attention in terms of loan

write-offs among all sec-
tors from the Scheduled
Commercial Banks.

The TMC Rajya Sabha
leader further stated that
the Centre should ensure
dignity of life for farmers,
adding that according to
the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB),
30 farmers commit suicide
every day and since Febru-
ary 2024, 22 farmers have
lost their lives and more
than 160 have been in-
jured while agitating for a
legal guarantee on the
minimum support price
(MSP) for crops.

Demanding that Centre
must clear the  entire dues
of West Bengal by this
year, O'Brien said the
Union government owes Rs
1,500 crore to the state
under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) and
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-

jana.  "The non-payment
of dues has directly af-
fected the livelihood of 5.9
million MGNREGS work-
ers," he said.

On Manipur, he said vi-
olence has continued for
nearly two years now,
causing the displacement
of 67,000 people, of which
14,000 are school going
students. “ It is very unfor-
tunate that the prime min-
ister is yet to visit the
state," O'Brien said.

Talking about Parlia-
ment proceedings, he said
since 2019, more than 100
bills have been passed in
less than two hours and in
the 17th Lok Sabha, nine
of the 10 bills introduced
were marked by zero or
incomplete consultations.
He also stressed that a
deputy speaker of the Lok
Sabha should be selected
soon. The TMC

uu Continued on page 3

'Dual centres of power are not to anyone's advantage': feels CM Omar Abdullah

Chinmoy 
Krishna Das
again denied

bail by
Bangladesh

court
MI News Service,
Dhaka: In a major set
back and contrary to all
expectations and
prayers from many peo-
ple, a court in  Chat-
togram in Bangladesh
denied bail to Chinmoy
Krishna Das Brah-
machari, a former
ISKCON monk, after a
brief hearing held
under tight security on
Thursday. .

Chattogram Metro-
politan Sessions judge
Md Saiful Islam rejected
the bail plea after hear-
ing arguments from
both sides for around
30 minutes in this high
profile case, said
Bangladesh media
quoting  Metropolitan
Public Prosecutor advo-
cate Mofizur Haque
Bhuiyan.

Earlier, a team of 11
Bangladesh Supreme
Court lawyers arrived
at the court around
10:15am (local time) to
represent Chinmoy Kr-
ishna Das Brahmachari
in the high-profile case.
Despite their efforts, the
court's decision went
against their plea,
media report said.

Before the court
proceedings began Sen-
ior Bangladesh
Supreme Court  lawyer
Apurba Kumar Bhat-
tacharjee said, “We
have come to Chat-
togram under the ban-
ner of Ainjibi Oikya
Parishad, and we will
move for Chinmoy Das
in the court for his bail.
I already got the
Vakalatnama from
Chinmoy Das. I am a
member of both
t h e ( B a n g l a d e s h )
Supreme Court and
Chattogram Bar Associ-
ations, so I don't need
authorisation from any
local lawyer to move the
case.” On December 3,
2024, the Chittagong
court had fixed January
2 for a bail hearing as
the prosecution submit-
ted a time petition, and
there was no lawyer to
represent Chinmoy Das.
The unrest in
Bangladesh stems from
the sedition charges
filed against Chinmoy
Krishna Das for 

uu Continued on page 3

PM Modi to 
inaugurate 
‘Housing For All’
and other urban
development
projects in Delhi
MI News Service, New
Delhi : As part of  his
own initiative under the
"Housing For All" project
to provide permanent
residence to the dwellers
of Jhuggi Jhopri (JJ)
clusters in Delhi with a
better and healthier liv-
ing environment  and
equipped with proper
amenities and facilities,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will hand over keys
to the owners of a total
of 1,675 flats in  one of
the JJ clusters in the city
on Friday.

This will be a part of
a slew of development
measures under the
union government’s
urban redevelopment
projects in the city, said
the Prime Minister's Of-
fice (PMO) in a statement
on Thursday.

According to the
statement, Prime minis-
ter Modi will visit the
newly-constructed flats
for the dwellers of Jhuggi
Jhopri (JJ) clusters as
part of slum rehabilita-
tion project at Swabhi-
man Apartments in
Delhi's Ashok Vihar and
hand over keys to the eli-
gible beneficiaries.

He will inaugurate
1,675 newly constructed
flats, the PMO said,
adding the development
is in line with the prime
minister's "housing for
all" initiative.

The objective of the
project is to provide the
residents of JJ clusters in
Delhi with a better and
healthier living environ-
ment equipped with
proper amenities and fa-
cilities.

For every Rs 25 lakh
spent on construction of
a flat by the Central gov-
ernment, the eligible
beneficiaries pay less
than seven per cent of
the total amount, com-
prising Rs 1.42 lakh as a
nominal contribution and
Rs 30,000 for five years
of maintenance, it said.

This massive  urban
development  pro-
gramme from the BJP-
led government at the
Centre comes ahead of
the assembly polls in
Delhi expected to be held
in February. The BJP has
been locked in a bitter
political  rivalry with the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
in power in the city since
2013, and is making all
out efforts to end its
reign. On Friday, Modi
will also inaugurate two
urban redevelopment
projects -- the World
Trade Centre (WTC) at
Nauroji Nagar and the
General Pool Residential
Accommodation (GPRA)
type-II quarters at Saro-
jini Nagar. The World
Trade Centre, the state-
ment said, has trans-
formed the area by
replacing over 600 dilapi-
dated quarters with
state-of-the-art commer-
cial towers, offering
around 34 lakh square
feet of premium commer-
cial space with advanced
amenities. The project in-
corporates green building
practices with provisions
such as a zero-discharge
concept, solar energy
generation and rainwater
harvesting systems. The
GPRA type-II quarters in-
clude 28 towers that
house over 2,500 residen-
tial units, offering mod-
ern amenities and
efficient use of space. The
project's design incorpo-
rates rainwater harvest-
ing systems, sewage and
water treatment plants,
and solar-powered waste
compactors encouraging
eco-conscious living, it
said.

MI News Service, Srinagar:
Strongly opposing  the hybrid
model of governance in the
Union territory, Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said on Thursday that
it  is not to anyone's advantage
and the systems work better
when there is single centre of
command.

"Obviously, dual centres of
power are not to anyone's ad-
vantage. If dual centres were ef-
fective tools of governance, you

would see it everywhere," Abdul-
lah told reporters at a media in-
teraction here when asked about
the hybrid model of governance
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The chief minister said while
there have been "differences of
opinion on some issues", there
was no confrontation with the
Raj Bhavan.

He said "Systems work better
when there is single centre of
command. For the UT, the dual
centres of command are inbuilt.

There have been differences of
opinion on some issues, but not
on the scale at which it is being
speculated. Such reports are just
a figment of imagination," he
added.

Abdullah said the business
rules for the government would
be framed after proper consulta-
tions and then sent to Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha.

The chief minister said he
was not the one to tell people not
to go to the Raj Bhavan. “Rather

I would say people should go
wherever they can get their is-
sues resolved, be it in the Raj
Bhavan or with the local MLA or
the officers," he  remarked.

Asked about his party MP
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi's
protest over the issue of reserva-
tion, Abdullah said the National
Conference (NC) is a democracy
and anyone has the right to
speak. "NC was often accused of
being a family party. But we have
always said that we are a democ-

racy and everyone has a right to
speak. Look at the positive side,
how much change has come.
From a time when protesting
was considered illegal, people
protested and reached my door.
We had a meeting afterwards,"
he said, referring to the anti-
reservation protest near his res-
idence in Gupkar which was
joined by Mehdi. “As far as
reservation is concerned,

uu Continued on page 3

New Year Day  
celebrated in 
West Bengal 
with fervour

MI News Service, Kolkata: Celebrations to usher
in a restrictions-free New Year’s Day seemed to
knew no bounds in West Bengal as people from
all walks of life and  of all ages sought to make
the most of the day — from going to picnics to
crowding cinema halls and restaurants besides
thronging popular tourist spots and religious
places across the state. 

Apart from attending various cultural events
and eating out are also parts of the festival for
large number of people.  Most of the well known

restaurants in Kolkata and the nearby towns
saw long queues outside, while many swarmed
Alipore Zoo, Victoria Memorial Hall, Eco Park
and Nicco Park with home-cooked food for a
picnic of sorts on Wednesday since early morn-
ing. Those who chose to enjoy a leisurely holi-
day stayed at home with a sumptuous spread
for lunch, while at many places, local clubs and
cultural organisations arranged for a feast. 

uu Continued on page 3
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Abhishek Banerjee inaugurates ‘Sebaashray’
health camp in Diamond Harbour

MI News Service, Diamond Har-
bour: To fight against COVID-19,
multiple services were launched
in Diamond Harbour during the
pandemic, including home visits
for COVID testing, distribution of
medicines, and food delivery by
TMC workers. Now, Abhishek
Banerjee has inaugurated a
health camp in his constituency,
named “Sebaashray,” which will
run for 75 days. The camp will
operate in seven Assembly con-
stituencies of Diamond Harbour
and will be attended by 1,200
doctors.

Along with providing medical
services, the camp will also con-
duct tests and distribute medi-
cines. After inaugurating the
camp, Abhishek Banerjee visited
the facility and explained that
the initiative is a continuation of
efforts started in November. In a
conference held in Amtala, more
than 1,200 doctors from various
districts of the state attended,
and now the Sebaashray initia-
tive has been launched in Dia-
mond Harbour. Abhishek
emphasized that it is the respon-
sibility of elected representa-
tives to ensure the well-being of
the people. He recalled that last
year, he had announced the dis-

tribution of old-age pensions,
benefiting around 70,000 peo-
ple. This year, with no elections,
Sebaashray was launched. He
also mentioned that during
COVID, no elections had been
held, yet they managed to con-
duct 50,000 COVID tests in a
day, and Diamond Harbour
achieved 100% vaccination. Re-
garding Sebaashray, Abhishek

stated that 300 camps will be set
up across the seven constituen-
cies, 71 Gram Panchayats, and
93 wards of Diamond Harbour.
In the Diamond Harbour con-
stituency alone, 40 camps will
be held, including one model
camp and 39 general camps.
Each general camp will feature
registration desks, help desks,
and two doctor chambers, along

with waiting areas and a phar-
macy for free medicines.

From 2nd to 11th January,
41 camps are planned. In other
areas, 41 camps will be held in
Faltah, 47 in Bishnupur, 36 in
Metiabruz, 35 in Satgachia, and
45 in Maheshtala.

The general camps will pro-
vide free healthcare services,
medicines, unique IDs for each
participant, and an awareness
booklet outlining dos and don’ts
for various diseases. Each camp
will conduct tests for blood pres-
sure, sugar levels, BMI, hemo-
globin, dengue, malaria, and
serology. The camps will be
equipped with oxygen meters,
oxygen concentrators, pulse
oximeters, and digital ther-
mometers. A referral system
will send patients to 12 hospi-
tals, including Diamond Har-
bour Medical College, PG
Hospital, Bangur Hospital,
Vidyasagar Hospital, Garden
Reach Hospital, Calcutta Med-
ical College, Chittaranjan Hospi-
tal, RG Kar, Jagannath Gupta
Hospital, and Neuro Science
Hospital. A mega camp will be
held from 16th February to 20th
March, which will see follow-up
camps across the area.

TMC's National General Secretary, Abhishek Banerjee interacts with a
physically disabled man during the Sebashray health camp in Diamond
Harbour SDO ground on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kalyani :
STF has arrested one
Dhiren Ghosh from
Madanpur Jamadarpara
para under Chakdaha po-
lice station in Nadia on
Wednesday afternoon al-
legedly for having link with
the racket of fake passport
developer, police sources
said. Even he has the link
to Europe. He spent 20
years in Italy.

He was a cook in a
hotel in Italy, does he have
such big connections in
Europe? Amidst the unrest
in Bangladesh, the author-
ities were shocked to learn
about Dhiren's identity

A one-story house in
Kalyani Madanpur. That
house has the impression
of a completely lower-mid-
dle-class lifestyle. That is
Dhiren's house. He lived
with his wife and children.
But after Dhiren's arrest,
the collapsible gate of the
house is locked from out-
side.

Dhiren Ghosh has been
arrested from Chakdaha,
Nadia in the fake passport
ring. More sensational in-
formation has come to
light during his interroga-
tion. The investigation
found connections to Eu-
rope. The police have
learned that Dhiren's role
in sending someone
abroad after returning to
Italy was quite important.

North 24 Parganas,
after Kolkata, Nadia. The
police have spread a net in
the investigation of the
fake passport ring. More
mysteries have been re-
vealed in the network of
the fake passport ring.
One after another, sensa-
tional information is com-

ing out during the interro-
gation of Dhiren Ghosh,
who was arrested by the
STF from a remote area of
Chakdaha. The Italian con-
nection has been found
with the fake passport ring
in Bengal.

A one-story house in
Kalyani Madanpur. That
house has the impression
of a very lower middle
class lifestyle. That is
Dhiren's house. He lived
with his wife and children.
But after Dhiren's arrest,
the collapsible gate of the
house is locked from out-
side. Dhiren had spread a
network of fake passports
throughout the state from
this house. He is known in
the neighborhood as a very
polite, calm boy. They are
also shocked since
Dhiren's revelation.

A resident of the house
next door said, “I never
thought of this when I saw
Dhiren. I couldn’t even un-
derstand. Today, I saw him
and it hit me. How does
this guy do this!”

The ‘aunt’ of the house
next door said, “I knew he
worked in hotel manage-
ment in Italy. He cooked in
hotels abroad. Then I

heard he also sold clothes.
People from Bangladesh
used to come to their
house. Mothers used to
come, relatives used to
come.”

In the midst of the un-
rest in Bangladesh, the
fake passport ring was dis-
covered in Bengal. While
trying to find its roots, a
person named Ripon
Biswas was arrested from
Barasat. That was the first.
After that, Samaresh
Biswas, Deepak Mandal
and many others were
caught in the net one by
one. The latest addition is
Dhiren.

How did Dhiren work? 
According to police

sources, Dhiren was in
Italy for ten years from
2007 to 2017. After re-
turning to the state, Dhiren
joined the fake passport
ring.  He would help
Bangladeshi citizens come
to this side, then deliver
the fake passports to
Samaresh and Deepak.
However, even though
Manoj-Samaresh were the
main leaders, it was al-
ways difficult to send them
to Europe. Ghosh would do
that.

MI News Service, Hooghly:
New Year 2025 brought a
worst morning.  On Janu-
ary 1, a Bolero pick-up van
came like a black storm
near the Bansberia
Shibpur bus stand and ran
away after crushing three
people standing there.  Ac-
cording to the information
received from the sources,
this accident took place be-
tween 6 and 6:30 in the
morning.  Qadir Khan,
Sohan Rajbhar and Duma
were injured in this acci-
dent.  The locals rushed the
three to Chinsurah Sadar
Hospital where Sohan Rajb-
har and Duma were dis-
charged after initial
treatment, but Qadir Khan
had deep injuries on his
head and the doctors imme-

diately shifted him to
Kolkata PG Hospital.  But
even there, the doctors, see-
ing the condition of his in-
juries, transferred him to
the Neuroscience Hospital.
But he died this morning.
As soon as he got the news
of his death, the entire
Bansberia area was sud-
denly filled with grief and
commotion.  Qadir Khan
was also employed in a jute
mill and for many years
used to collect garbage from
the area under the DRW
scheme in Bansberia Mu-
nicipality in Ward No. 20.
Every morning such work-
ers and supervisors would
gather at the Shibpur turn
and from there the work
would be distributed.  On
January 1, like every day,

Qadir Khan and his supervi-
sor Sohan Rajbhar of Ward
No. 20 and a laborer whose
name is said to be Doma
were standing when a
Bolero pickup van came
from behind and crushed
like a wind.  ran away  MLA
Tapan Dasgupta reached
Chinsurah Sadar Hospital
on hearing the news of this
accident and expressed his
grief.   This morning, after
hearing the news of Qadir
Khan's death, people are
feeling sad and angry.  Peo-
ple are questioning that
there are so many cameras
installed on the streets and
intersections, then why the
car that crushed them and
the driver have not been ar-
rested ? In this case, the of-
ficer-in-charge of Mogra
police station Dipankar
Sarkar said that the vehicle
is being seen in the CCTV
camera but the number
plate is not visible, due to
which it is difficult to iden-
tify the vehicle, but the po-
lice is engaged in the action
on its own.  The vehicle and
the driver will be in posses-
sion of the police very soon.
Sujit Roy in charge of
Bansberia Mill Phari, also
said the same thing.

MI News Service,
Jakarta/Kolkata: The 6th
World Meet 2025 is set
to take place on January
28 in Jakarta, Indonesia,
bringing together high-
level dignitaries and
members of royal fami-
lies from over 50 coun-
tries. The event is being
organized under the
leadership of the World
Meet Committee Chair-
person, Princess Mufida
Rayya Mubarok.Founder
and Director of World
Meet, Dr. M.A. Ali, an-
nounced that numerous
kings and queens are ex-
pected to grace the occa-
sion. Additionally, an

invitation has been ex-
tended to the President
of Indonesia to attend
this prestigious gather-
ing.The event will also

feature Hollywood actor
and singer Tony Taylor,
who serves as the Vice
President of World Meet,
arriving from New York,

USA. Sahid Mahmood
Raja, Director of A1
Global TV (UK), will join
from Manchester, while
Pervaiz Vicky who is the
vice president of the
World Meet, along with
other karate and martial
arts delegations, will
also attend.Dr. M.A. Ali
emphasized that the
mission of the World
Meet is to promote
global peace and har-
mony, uniting the world
under a shared vision of
cooperation and under-
standing.Registrations
for this grand event will
close on January 5,
2025.

Kolkata hosts
B Praak 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Eminent singer B Praak re-
cently rocked the stage of
Kolkata with his mesmeris-
ing performance. The pro-
gramme was organised by
organised by Bivita Events
& Co. The fusion of music
and visuals brought to life
the spirit of Kolkata, mak-
ing the night a multi-sen-
sory celebration of the city's
cultural heritage. The
grand festival, celebrating
the city’s cultural richness,
featured an unforgettable
fusion of music, breathtak-
ing visuals, and immersive
soundscapes that elevated
the concert experience to
an entirely new level.
Kolkata Odyssey was not
just a performance, but a
tribute to Kolkata's vibrant
spirit, bringing together the
city’s love for music and art
in a spectacular show of
lights and sound.

Pointers prove 
a point 

Alipurduar Univ
set to appoint

permanent V-C 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
This was not just an ordi-
nary get together of old
folks. It was in a way a re-
juvenation of spirit, identi-
fying the ethical and moral
values that have been
achieved throughout the
years of true education.
The Pointers Batch of 1998
from South Point High
School reunited in a grand
celebration recently in
Kolkata. The celebrations
began with a visit to ‘Save
the Orphans’ in Rania near
Ranikuthi, where batch
members donated essential
stationery, clothes, toys,
and school supplies to over
30 children aged 4 to 12
years. Former South Point
teachers were also honored
for their invaluable contri-
bution in the said event.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Sanatani
Sansad organised a press Conference
on behalf of Global Bengali Hindu
Coalition with Sitangshu Guha, Pus-
pita Gupta , Sushanata Das Gupta,
Chitra Pual , Arun k Dutta , Arun
Barua, Suhas Barua and other at
Kolkata Press Club on Thursday. 

According to Sanatani Sansad,
Hindus in Bangladesh are now facing
extinction. They also criticized arrest
of  Chinmay Krishna Das Prabhu in
a fake sedition case and for not issu-
ing bail to him on just ground. They
further alleged that there are clear
evidences that thousands of Hindus

were forced to resign from their jobs.
Hindu homes, shops, business estab-
lishments are being looted and set to
fire every other day. Temples are
also regular targets of the Jihadis
who clearly envisage a ‘Hindu free
Bangladesh’. 

To them, raping and molestation
of Hindu and non-Muslim women are
rampant in Bangladesh. They also
mentioned about the recent atroci-
ties of the police and military at Chit-
tagong against the Buddhists and
Hindus. 

To Sansad, while the Muslim pop-
ulation in West Bengal grew in leaps

and bounds, Hindu population de-
creased in much greater pace and
now it is facing extinction via mass
genocide by different governments in
power in Bangladesh. They also
mentioned the menace of forced con-
versions in Bangladesh under direct
patronage of present interim govern-
ment of Bangladesh.

Sanatani Sansad urged that Gov-
ernment of India and United Nations
should take commensurate meas-
ures to save the Hindus and other
minorities in Bangladesh from the
ravage genocide in the hands of Is-
lamists in Islamic Bangladesh.

MI News Service, Siliguri:
Taking another step to-
wards ensuring women’s
safety, the Siliguri Metro-
politan Police has
launched a unique initia-
tive called ‘Green Pa-
trolling,’ where women
police officers will patrol
the city on bicycles. This
innovative measure aims
to enhance security in
areas that are often inac-
cessible to larger vehicles. 

Under the Siliguri Po-
lice Commissionerate,
each police station has
been equipped with five bi-
cycles for the initiative.
Teams comprising five
women police personnel,
including members of the
‘winners team,’ will patrol
different parts of the city. 

These officers will par-
ticularly focus on crowded
areas, shopping malls,
hotel vicinities and narrow

lanes where conventional
patrol vehicles cannot
reach. “This initiative has
been taken to strengthen
the bond between the pub-
lic and police while ensur-
ing the safety of women.
Bicycles can easily navi-
gate narrow lanes, which
will be beneficial for pre-
venting and responding to
crimes,” said Biswa Chand
Thakur, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP),

West Zone. The ‘Green Pa-
trolling’ is the latest addi-
tion to Siliguri’s ongoing
efforts to ensure women’s
safety. Previously, the city
introduced the ‘Winners
Team,’ which patrolled on
scooters and the ‘Pink Mo-
bile Patrolling Van’ initia-
tive. The ‘Green Patrolling’
initiative is expected to
bring a positive change in
public safety and will con-
tinue daily.

MI News Service, Raiganj:
Over 18 months after the
alleged rape and murder
of a minor Rajbanshi girl
in Gangua, under Kaliya-
ganj Police Sstation of
North Dinajpur, the be-
reaved family has received
support from the state gov-
ernment. Sabitri Sarkar
Barman, the mother of the
victim, has been appointed
as an attendant in the of-
fice of Kaliyaganj Block
Land & Land Reforms de-
partment. Surendra
Kumar Meena, District
Magistrate of North Dina-
jpur, handed over the ap-
pointment letter to Sabitri
at the Kaliyaganj BDO of-
fice. This job comes as a
significant relief to the
family, which had been
struggling financially since
the tragedy. 

+The initiative was
spearheaded by Krishna
Kalyani, MLA of Raiganj,
who brought the family’s
plight to the attention of
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. Speaking to the
media, Kalyani said: “After

the girl’s death, both BJP
and CPI(M) exploited the
incident for political gains
but abandoned the family
later. When Sabitri ap-
proached me, I brought
the issue to the Chief Min-
ister’s notice. Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee
promptly acted to provide
the family with a liveli-
hood.”  The incident had
occurred on April 21,
2023, when the minor
girl’s body was found near
a pond in Gangua. The
case led to public outrage,
with locals clashing with
police while they at-

tempted to recover the
body. The agitation turned
violent, culminating in the
torching of Kaliyaganj Po-
lice Station. In response,
the state government pro-
vided Rs 8.25 lakh as com-
pensation to the family. 

The family had also pe-
titioned the Calcutta High
Court for a CBI investiga-
tion into the case. Express-
ing her gratitude, Sabitri
said: “We had no source of
income. When I ap-
proached Krishna Kalyani
for help, he ensured that
my family received perma-
nent support.” 

MI News Service, Jalpaig-
uri: The West Bengal Tea
Directorate is being re-
structured to take direct
control of development
work for tea garden
workers in North Bengal.
Previously under the
North Bengal Develop-
ment Department
(NBDD), the Directorate
has been shifted to the
Labour department and
relocated to its own office
in Dagapur, Siliguri, with
plans to establish an engi-
neering cell along with
ensuring greater auton-
omy.  Development proj-
ects like crèches and
primary health centres
were previously pro-
poseds by the Directorate
but constructed by the
NBDD. This arrangement
limited the Directorate’s

ability to maintain and
operate the projects due
to inadequate staffing and
the absence of an engi-
neering unit. As a result,
several completed health
centers remain non-oper-
ational. In December, a
meeting at the Direc-
torate’s Dagapur office,
chaired by Labour Minis-
ter Moloy Ghatak, de-
cided to make the
Directorate autonomous.
A Deputy Director has
been appointed and a
small team of employees
has joined to initiate the
transition. Deputy Direc-
tor Sanju Simik stated: “I
have just joined the new
office in Dagapur. The
process of transferring
resources from the NBDD
has started and a pro-
posal for an engineering

cell is underway.” 
The Labour depart-

ment has confirmed that
the engineering cell will
include executive, assis-
tant and junior engineers,
along with essential
equipment, enabling the
Directorate to independ-
ently manage construc-
tion and maintenance.
Nakul Sonar, Chairman of
the Trinamool Cha Bagan
Sramik Union (TCBSU)
Central Committee, ex-
pressed optimism about
the restructuring. “The
primary health centres
built in tea gardens need
to be operationalised
soon. I hope the Direc-
torate will collaborate
with the Health depart-
ment to address this
promptly. Autonomy will
allow the Directorate to

manage construction and
implementation seam-
lessly,” he stated. The re-
structuring is expected to
strengthen developmental
efforts for tea garden
workers across the Terai,
Dooars and hill regions.
The state government has
prioritised enhancing the
Directorate’s infrastruc-
ture to streamline opera-
tions. Mahua Gope, a
member of the Tea Direc-
torate, emphasised the
importance of these
changes. “The state gov-
ernment is focused on im-
proving the lives of tea
garden workers. By build-
ing its own infrastruc-
ture, the Directorate will
ensure efficient manage-
ment and implementation
of various projects,” she
remarked. 

MI News Service, Alipur-
duar: The Alipurduar
University is set to ap-
point its first permanent
vice-chancellor (V-C),
marking a significant
milestone after a pro-
longed wait. Sharit
Kumar Chowdhury, cur-
rent vice-chancellor of
Rajiv Gandhi University in
Arunachal Pradesh, has
been selected for the po-
sition, according to a gov-
ernment notification.
While the official joining
date has not been an-
nounced, the develop-
ment has sparked
optimism among univer-
sity authorities. Kumar
Basnet, Assistant Regis-
trar of Alipurduar Univer-
sity, expressed hope,
stating: “A notification
has been issued for the
appointment of the per-
manent vice-chancellor. 
Sharit Kumar Chowdhury
will soon assume the
post.”
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MI News Service, Kolkata: Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has
issued a stern warning regarding
land encroachment and rising
vegetable prices during the first
administrative meeting of the
year at Nabanna on Thursday.

On land encroachment, Ma-
mata made it clear that the state
would not tolerate any illegal oc-
cupation of government land.
She emphasized that the author-
ities could seize properties, sim-
ilar to actions taken by the ED or
CBI, if necessary. She also made
it clear that any officer found in-
volved in such activities would
face severe consequences, in-
cluding the impact on their pen-
sions. "If a former officer is
found involved, their pension will
also be affected," she stated,
adding that no one would be
spared. The Chief Minister di-
rected the formation of a com-
mittee consisting of IAS, IPS, and
WBPCS officers to track down
the encroachers, with Home Sec-
retary Nandini Chakraborty
overseeing the efforts. Mamata
also ordered that district offi-
cials, including SPs and ICs,
would be held accountable for
encroachments in their areas,
and no leniency would be shown,
even if ministers, councillors, or

panchayat members were in-
volved.

Mamata further pointed out
that many individuals had ille-
gally occupied land, constructed
buildings, and sold flats. She
made it clear that those respon-
sible would be tracked down and
penalized. "Even those who have
granted building permissions
will face action," she said. Addi-
tionally, she announced that
state police, not district authori-
ties, would handle the matter
and ensure that the illegal activ-
ities were addressed swiftly.

Regarding those living or
running businesses on govern-
ment land without legal docu-
ments, Mamata said they would
be penalized. A new policy would
be implemented by June, aimed
at helping individuals obtain
legal papers for their properties.
"The documents they have are il-
legal. This measure will help
them obtain legitimate docu-
ments," she explained.

On the 'Bangla Bari' (Bengal
Housing) scheme, Mamata in-
structed officials to take action if
any errors were found in the sur-
vey. She also directed Rajeev
Kumar to develop an app for
each department to increase
transparency and accountability.

“With an app, I will be able to
track who is involved in any
wrongdoing,” she said, highlight-
ing the importance of digitization
for better monitoring. The Chief
Minister also agreed with a sug-
gestion to upload survey data
onto the app to ensure that no of-
ficial could shirk their responsi-
bility.

Addressing the issue of rising

vegetable prices, Mamata ex-
pressed frustration at the ongo-
ing price hikes, particularly in
potatoes, which were expected
to drop during the winter season.
The Chief Minister attributed the
surge in prices to black market-
ing and illegal syndicates. During
the meeting, she questioned
Agriculture Marketing Minister
Becharam Manna, asking
whether it was the government’s
responsibility to dismantle these
syndicates. Manna confirmed
that district officials and police
superintendents had been noti-
fied about the issue and that
breaking these syndicates was a
priority for the government.

She ordered action to break
these syndicates. Manna re-
sponded that district officials and
police superintendents had been
informed about the issue and
that dismantling these syndi-
cates is the government’s re-
sponsibility.

This response angered the
Chief Minister, who retorted, “Is
it the government’s job to break
syndicates, or to run the govern-
ment?” The issue of rising potato
prices was raised, particularly
after the state imposed strict
regulations on potato exports to
prevent illegal trade to other

states, about a month ago. De-
spite the ban, price control re-
mains elusive, prompting further
complaints from Minister Manna
during the meeting. He pointed
out that illegal market activities
were behind the price hikes,
comparing the situation to bet-
ting syndicates in cricket, where
groups determine the price of
potatoes the night before. He
stated, “This monopoly needs to
be broken.”

In response, the Chief Minis-
ter asked, “Who are these peo-
ple? Who is behind this
syndicate?” Manna clarified that
the list of involved parties had
been provided to the Director
General of Police (DG) and the
Chief Secretary. The Chief Minis-
ter expressed her frustration,
saying, “Will the syndicate con-
trol the government, or will the
government control the syndi-
cate?” She further pointed out
that new potatoes were being
harvested and that some traders
in Medinipur and Garbeta were
allegedly involved in the syndi-
cate. She instructed the DG and
Chief Secretary to take immedi-
ate action against the culprits
and ensure necessary steps were
taken to curb the illegal prac-
tices.

Sanatani Sansad organised a press Conference on behalf of
Global Bengali Hindu Coalition with Sitangshu Guha, Puspita
Gupta , Sushanata Das Gupta, Chitra Pual , Arun k Dutta ,
Arun Barua, Suhas Barua and other at Kolkata Press Club 

Mamata expresses shock over 
murder of TMC leader in Malda

Imran Zaki honored with
prestigious Xaverian award

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday confirmed the
tragic murder of her close
associate, Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) leader Dulal
Sarkar, also known as
Babla Sarkar, in Malda dis-
trict. Expressing deep
shock over the incident,
Mamata condemned the
attack and urged immedi-
ate action against the per-
petrators.

Babla Sarkar, a TMC
councillor from Malda,
was shot by four bike-
borne assailants early
Thursday morning at
Jhaljhalia More area. The
miscreants approached
him from behind and fired
four rounds at close range.
Sarkar was struck by
three bullets, injuring his
shoulder.

In a post on X, Mamata
Banerjee wrote: "My close
associate, and a very pop-
ular leader, Babla Sarkar
has been murdered today.
From the beginning of the
Trinamool Congress, he
(and his wife Chaitali

Sarkar) worked hard for
the party, and Babla was
also elected a councillor."

She expressed her sor-
row, stating, "I am sad
and hugely shocked after
knowing about the inci-
dent. The culprits must be
booked immediately. I am
so shocked and sad that I
do not know how to con-
vey my condolences to the
bereaved family. May God
give Chaitali strength to
survive and fight the bat-
tle."

At the time of the at-
tack, Sarkar was en route
to his factory after leaving
the TMC party office. He
was rushed to Malda Med-
ical College Hospital for
treatment after being
shot.

The attack was cap-
tured on CCTV footage,
though viewers have been
advised to use discretion
due to the graphic nature
of the content. Authorities
are investigating the inci-
dent and searching for the
assailants involved in this
tragic attack on a promi-
nent TMC leader.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Trinamool
Congress (TMC) general secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee on Thursday urged the
Indian government to take a strong stand
against alleged human rights violations
in Bangladesh. He called upon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government to
address the issue with Bangladesh’s in-
terim government “in the language they
understand.”

Banerjee’s remarks came after a
Bangladeshi court rejected the bail plea
of Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna Das,
sparking criticism of the Mohammed
Yusuf-led interim government in
Bangladesh. “It is disheartening. The
Government of India should immediately
address this with Bangladesh and ensure
that the issue is resolved. What is hap-
pening in Bangladesh is a blatant viola-
tion of human rights and cannot be
ignored any longer. The UNHCR should
also take this up sternly with the
Bangladeshi government,” Banerjee
stated. He expressed concern over the si-
lence of the Union government amid re-

ports of alleged atrocities in Bangladesh.
“The Union government’s silence on the
anarchy in Bangladesh only fuels spec-
ulation about their stance,” Banerjee
said. He added, “The Prime Minister
often boasts about his ‘56-inch chest.’
Now is the time to show that strength
and respond to Bangladesh in a firm
manner. Our party has always sup-
ported steps taken for the nation’s secu-
rity and safety, and we will do so here
as well.” Banerjee accused the BJP-led
government of being indifferent to the
plight of Hindus in Bangladesh. “It is
surprising to see the party, which claims
to be the protector of Hinduism, remain-
ing silent about the ongoing oppression
of Hindus in Bangladesh. This silence is
emboldening the perpetrators,” he re-
marked.

He further questioned the BJP’s in-
consistency in addressing such issues.
“Before elections, BJP made noise about
NRC and CAA. But now, when Hindus
are being tortured in Bangladesh, they
are silent. Is it because there are no

elections in the near future? The anar-
chy in Bangladesh has been ongoing
since August 5. Yet, has the Centre spent
even five minutes on this issue in the last
five months?” Banerjee asked.

Banerjee criticized the state of
India’s relations with its neighbors, ex-
pressing dismay over what he described
as India’s deteriorating regional diplo-
macy. “I don’t wish to comment exten-
sively on foreign policy, but it pains me to
see how India’s relations with its neigh-
bors have soured. Before 2014, would a
country like Bangladesh ever have dared
to threaten India?” he said. He also
lamented the lack of transparency from
Indian authorities following the foreign
secretary’s visit to Bangladesh last
month. “Neither the foreign secretary,
the foreign minister, nor the Prime Min-
ister issued any statement in Parliament
after the visit. This silence is troubling
and often interpreted as agreement,” he
added. Banerjee concluded by asserting
that India’s pivotal role in Bangladesh’s
independence should not be forgotten. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Imran Zaki, former Hon-
orary Secretary and Vice
President of the St.
Xavier’s College Calcutta
Alumni Association, was
conferred with the Xaver-
ian Award for Exemplary
Services during the annual
Alumni Reunion Dinner,
Sangam 2024. This presti-
gious accolade celebrates
his remarkable contribu-
tions to the college and its
alumni community.

The award ceremony,
held at the St. Xavier’s Col-
lege Ground, saw the pres-
ence of notable dignitaries,
including Father Dominic
Savio, Principal of St.

Xavier’s College; Father
JeyrajVeluswamy, Rector
of St. Xavier’s School and
College; and Father
Roshan, Principal of St.
Xavier’s School. Distin-
guished alumni and mem-
bers of the St. Xavier’s
family also graced the oc-
casion.

Expressing gratitude,
Imran Zaki remarked,
“This recognition is not
just for me but for the en-
tire alumni community
that continues to shape the
future of St. Xavier’s. I am
honored and remain com-
mitted to supporting the
institution in building a
brighter future.”

Imran Zaki, former Honorary Secretary and Vice President of
the St. Xavier's College Calcutta Alumni Association, receives
the prestigious Xaverian Award for Exemplary Services dur-
ing the annual Alumni Reunion Dinner, Sangam 2024, at the
St. Xavier’s College Ground in Kolkata on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Forum for Film Studies
and Allied Arts, in collabo-
ration with People’s Little
Theatre (founded by the leg-
endary UtpalDutt), organ-
ized a press conference on
Thursday to pay tribute to
Sova Sen on the occasion of
her 100th birth centenary.
The event also announced a
film screening program
scheduled for January. Pres-
ent at the conference were
Pratap C. Ghosh, Secretary,
Kamalesh Chakraborty, As-
sistant Secretary, Biswajit
Sarkar, E.C. Member, Abhi-
jitBrahmachary, E.L.C.
Member, and other mem-
bers of People’s Little The-
atre. They shared their
thoughts on Sova Sen’s work
and dedication to theatre,
highlighting her unwavering
principles and her lifelong
commitment to giving to
theatre without expecting
anything in return. The
members discussed her
background and the kind of
performances she was
known for.

Pratap C. Ghosh, Secre-
tary, mentioned that Sova

Sen’s actual birth centenary
was on September 17th.
However, due to the R.G.
Kar incident, they post-
poned the program. He said,
“We are now holding this
festival to showcase Sova
Sen’s iconic theatre and
films, allowing people to ap-
preciate her remarkable
legacy.” The film screening
program will be held at
TapanTheatre (Tapash-
GayaneshSabhagriha) on
the following dates:8th Jan-
uary 2025: BhaginiNivedita
(1962), directed by Biyay-
Basu, inaugurated by actor
Asit Bose, with Chief Guest
Anjan Bose, 9th January
2025: Ma (1982), directed
by UtpalDutt, inaugurated
by dramatist An-
sumanBhowmick, with Chief
Guest SankarChakrabarty
and 10th January 2025:
Padma Nadir Majhi (1992),
directed by GoutamGhose,
introduced by the director,
with Chief Guest Bhadra
Bose.

Pratap C. Ghosh empha-
sized that the screenings are
free and open to all, starting
at 6:00 PM daily.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
A case of alleged theft of
two lakh books from a gov-
ernment godown has led
to a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) in the Calcutta
High Court. The division
bench, led by Chief Justice
T.S. Shivagnanam, heard
the matter on Thursday
and directed the North Di-
najpur District Primary
School Education Council
to submit a report within
three weeks, detailing
how many books have
been recovered.

The Incident dates
back to 2022, when nearly
two lakh primary school
books were stolen from a
godown in Islampur,
North Dinajpur. Sources
reveal that the books were
reportedly taken from the

SI office itself. The PIL
filed in the case demands
a CBI investigation into
the theft.

The police Investiga-
tion identified two individ-
uals, but the complainant
alleges that the probe has
not been conducted effec-
tively. The court observed
that it would be impossible
for just two people to steal
such a large quantity of
books. The state has in-
formed the court that a
charge sheet will be filed
by November, and several
books have been recov-
ered. The court has in-
structed the District
Primary School Education
Council to submit a report
regarding the stolen books
and whether the students
received new textbooks.

Arun Roy, director of ‘Baghajatin’, passes away after battling cancer
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Arun Roy, the director of
the film Baghajatin star-
ring Dev, passed away on
Thursday morning at RG
Kar Hospital after a long

battle with cancer. He
had been admitted re-
cently due to a lung infec-
tion and was on BiPAP
support in the ICU. His
condition deteriorated in

the final days. Roy, who
was deeply admired by
actor Dev, had been in
regular contact with him.
Dev had visited him at
the hospital and ex-

pressed admiration for
Roy’s work. Despite his
illness, Roy had plans to
work with Dev in the fu-
ture, though these plans
did not materialize.

From PG 1
allegedly raising a saffron
flag above Bangladesh's
national flag in Chittagong
on October 25. His arrest
on November 25 sparked
protests, culminating in vi-
olent clashes between his
followers and law enforce-
ment outside the Chat-
togram Court Building on
November 27, which re-
sulted in the death of a
lawyer.

The situation worsened
following additional ar-
rests.  According to
ISKCON Kolkata Vice -
President Radha Ramon
Das, two monks, Adipu-
rush Shyam Das and Ran-
ganath Das Brahmachari,
were detained on Novem-
ber 29 after visiting Chin-
moy Krishna Das in
custody. Das also alleged
that rioters vandalised an
ISKCON centre and several
Hindu temples  and set
them on fire in Bangladesh
during the unrest.

India's Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) had
also voiced  “serious con-

cern” over escalating vio-
lence and extremist rheto-
ric in Bangladesh,
emphasising that it has
consistently raised the
issue of targeted attacks
on minorities with Dhaka.
The issue was raised even
during the  high level
meeting during the recent
visit of Indian Foreign Sec-
retary to Dhaka. However,
even after that the attacks
on the minorities continue
unabated.

In December 2024,
Veena Sikri, former High
Commissioner of India to
Bangladesh also wrote an
open letter seeking imme-
diate release of Chinmoy
Krishna Das from jail.    

Meanwhile, in spite of
the present situation, in
an effort to improve the
present strained bilateral
relations, India has ex-
ported about 27,000
tonnes of rice to
Bangladesh as part of its
earlier commitment to
send as much as 200,000
tonnes of rice to  the
neighbouring country.

From PG 1
leader pointed out that the
number of opposition MPs
suspended in  last five
years has increased 13-
fold and 95 per cent of the
cases filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in
the last 10 years were
against those from the op-
position.

O'Brien also stressed
that minorities should be
safeguarded. "The NCRB
recorded 378 instances of
communal violence in
2021 and 272 such in-
stances in 2022. In 2023,
India witnessed 668 docu-
mented hate speech inci-
dents against one
community alone. One
hundred and twenty-eight
properties were demol-
ished between April and

June 2022, following com-
munal violence and
protests," he said.

Talking about women's
safety, he pointed out that
section 63 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita deals with
the offence of rape but
provides an exception for
marital rape. He also said
the government should en-
sure equitable representa-
tion for women in the
legislature.

Among other sugges-
tions, the TMC leader said
the Centre should focus on
creating safe infrastruc-
ture and pointed out that
244 train accidents took
place between 2017 and
2022. He also urged the
Union government to act
against incidents of cyber
fraud. 

From PG 1
I told the delegates that the
cabinet sub-committee has
been framed,” the chief
minister said.

The party expected
that Mehdi, the Lok Sabha
MP from Srinagar, would
hold a similar protest for
the restoration of state-
hood in Parliament as well,
he added.

Abdullah, however,
said “while we can fight
the reserved and open cat-
egory fight, but first we
have to save our jobs.What
will we do when people
from other places come
here for jobs?" he asked.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the row over land

acquisition for a campus
of the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) in south
Kashmir's Pulwama dis-
trict, the chief minister
said there is a need to find
a balance between devel-
opment and protecting
our productive agriculture
land.

"We cannot increase
our land, development
cannot stop. We will try to
ensure that development
projects are on non-pro-
ductive lands as much as
possible. I met a delega-
tion from Pulwama and I
said to them that if you
don't want NIT in Pul-
wama, we will take it to
some other location," 

From PG 1
Celebrations to mark the
first day of 2025 seemed to
be boundless with almost
no  restrictions in the fam-
ily zamboori.,

Thousands of people
gathered at the Kashipur
Udyanbati in north Kolkata
for the annual ‘Kalpataru
Utsav’. It is believed that
on this day in 1886, Ra-
makrishna Paramahansa
was blessed with the inner
vision (‘Chaitanya’) at this
house. It is also believed
that he had become
‘Kalpataru’, the mythical
wish-fulfilling tree, on the
same day. A large number
of people also visited the
famous Kali temples at Ka-
lighat  and in  Dak-
shineswar  on the banks of
the river Hooghly. 

Similar scenes of fun
and frolic were also wit-
nessed  in districts with
thousands of  visitors
flocking the popular tourist
sports like  the sea beach
of Digha and Mandarmoni

and the well known hill re-
sorts of Darjeeling and
Kalingpong. According to
the latest official data, al-
most all the hotels and
home stays in Darjeeling,
Kalimpong, Kurseong and
other places in the hills
are fully booked for the
entire week beginning on
the New Year’s eve.
Though the cost of  having
fun and  visiting places has
increased manifold  in the
past few years, that failed
to  discourage people from
crowding all the popular
and even known  tourist
places this year and
spending their hard
earned money with their
friends and families.

The  trends of organ-
ising  picnics in open
spaces with families,
friends and neighbours
are on the wane these
days,  because the people
are now preferring to visit
the nearby resorts with all
amenities of fun filled
games.

Sadhus at Babughat transit camp ahead of Ganga Sagar Mela in Kolkata 
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MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:  The Indian 
Railways continues its major 
infrastructure expansion in 
Odisha with the ongoing con-
struction of a 138.32 KM long 
new railway line connecting 
Bargarh Road to Nawapada 
Road. This strategic project 
is set to improve connectivity, 
boost regional development, 
generate employment and of-
fer significant benefits to both 
passenger and freight trans-
portation in the region.
Project Sanctioned and Financial Overview
The Railway Board sanc-
tioned the project on Sep-
tember 10, 2024, at a total 
cost of Rs. 2621.92 crore. 
The financial break up of the 
project is _ Civil Engineering: 
Rs. 2107.30 crore, Electrical 
Engineering: Rs. 305.55 crore 
& Signal & Telecom Engineer-
ing: Rs. 209.07 crore.    

The State Government of 
Odisha has extended its full 
support by providing land 
free of cost and offering a 
grant of Rs. 300 crore for the 

project.
Land Acquisition Details
The project necessitates the 
acquisition of 924.64 hectares 
of land, amounting to approx-
imately Rs. 364 crore. The 
land to be acquired includes 
752.524 hectares of private 
land, 123.233 hectares of 
government land and 48.913 
hectares of forest land.

The acquisition process is 
progressing smoothly, with 
the competent authorities for 
land acquisition in both Bar-
garh and Nawapada districts 
appointed via gazette notifi-
cations published on October 
15, 2024, and November 29, 
2024, respectively.
Salient Features of the Project
• The new rail line will be an 
electrified broad gauge (BG) 
mail line from Bargarh Road 
to Nawapada Road, passing 
through Padmapur, providing 
an alternative shorter route 
and bypassing the congested 
Jharsuguda-Bilaspur-Raipur 
circuit.
•This new route will reduce 

the travel distance by 53 km 
compared to the Sambal-
pur-Jharsuguda-Raipur route 
and 87 km compared to the 
Sambalpur-Titilagarh-Raipur 
route, facilitating quicker 
transit of goods and passen-
gers.
•The project will have 13 
stations, including 2 existing 
stations and 11 new stations, 
improving accessibility across 
the region.
The proposed alignment and station locations are:

Bargarh Road (Existing) – 
Bargarh

Sarsara (New) – 6.495 km 
from Bargarh, Bargarh

Dumerpali (New) – 17.44 
km from Bargarh, Bargarh

Bijepur (New) – 26.97 km 
from Bargarh, Bargarh

Badipali (New) – 40.185 km 
from Bargarh, Bargarh

Dhauramunda (New) – 
58.925 km from Bargarh, 
Bargarh

Padampur (New) – 72.445 
km from Bargarh, Bargarh

Bhagatpur (New) – 87.365 
km from Bargarh, Bargarh

Majhipali (New) – 94.98 km 
from Bargarh, Bargarh

Paikmal Road (New) – 
106.11 km from Bargarh, 
Bargarh

Bartunda (New) – Bargarh
Anlajuba (New) – 112.2 km 

from Bargarh, Nuapada
Nuapada Road (Existing) 

– 138.32 km from Bargarh, 
Nuapada

With the active collabo-
ration of the Odisha govern-
ment and local authorities, 
the timely completion of the 
Bargarh Road to Nawapada 
Road railway line is poised 
to significantly enhance con-
nectivity in the region. The 
project will not only improve 
passenger transportation but 
also foster economic growth 
through improved transpor-
tation of goods. The Railways 
is committed to ensuring the 
speedy progress of land ac-
quisition and construction 
activities, ensuring that this 
infrastructure milestone is 
achieved for the benefit of the 
people of Odisha.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Trespassing on 
Railway tracks is posing 
grave danger to Railway op-
erations in Sealdah Division. 
Such lackadaisical and reck-
less behaviour are not only 
inviting Railway accidents 
but also endangering move-
ment of both Rail and Road 
traffic. Trespassing incidents 
are causing significant dis-
ruptions in Railway Opera-
tions frequently resulting in 
delayed trains movement and 
cascading economic losses.

Careless trespassing often 
results in serious injury or 
even death of trespassers. 
It can even cause electrocu-
tion from overhead power 
lines or electrical equipment. 
Sealdah Division has stepped 
up enhance surveillance and 
monitoring of Railway tracks 
to stop such trespassing and 
ensure better movement of 
trains. The presence of Rail-
way Protection Force person-
nel have also been enhanced 

to deal with violators strictly. 
Railway authorities are also 
in constant touch with local 
authorities to prevent tres-
passing.

In recent past, Sealdah 
Division has taken several 
initiatives to stop trespass-
ing in the Shantipur - Krish-
nanagar Line. Barriers have 
been constructed at vulnera-

ble points, viz. at level cross-
ings & Stations, in the entire 
section. Effective fencing has 
been installed along the Rail-
way tracks to prevent un-
authorized access. RPF pa-
trolling has been increased 
manifold to patrol the tracks, 
apprehend trespassers and 
prosecute offenders. Spe-
cial drive was undertaken 

in Shantipur - Krishnanagar 
line to reign over increasing 
trespassing in the route by 
fixing Railway posts verti-
cally on both the sides of the 
Railway track. The extensive 
unauthorized trespass clo-
sure programme was jointly 
arranged by Engineering and 
RPF staff of Krishnanagar 
Section. The drive was suc-
cessfully conducted as the 
entire operation was hailed 
by Shri Sumit Sarkar, AGM/
ER and Shri Deepak Nigam, 
DRM/SDAH.

Railway authorities are 
once again urging common 
people of Shantipur – Krish-
nanagar route to exercise 
extreme caution and re-
spect the rules & regula-
tions. It is reiterated that, 
trespassing is a serious 
offence and offenders will 
be prosecuted accordingly. 
Civil Authorities and local 
communities should spread 
awareness message to stop 
the menace.

MI News Service,  New  
Delhi /Kolkata:  Indian Rail-
ways has provided special 
medical facilities at railway 
stations in Prayagraj to en-
sure the health safety of pil-
grims during Maha Kumbh 
2025. These facilities include 
24x7 observation rooms to 
provide quick and effective 
medical service in case of any 
emergency. During the last 
Maha Kumbh, first aid was 
provided to 1 lakh devotees, 
and this time the Railways is 
fully prepared to provide high 
quality medical service to a 
large number of passengers.
Special medical services
Keeping in mind the health 
safety of passengers during 
the Maha Kumbh, Indian Rail-
ways has set up observation 
rooms at Prayagraj Junction, 
Subedarganj, Naini Junction 
and Prayagraj Chheoki sta-

tions. Doctors and other med-
ical staff will always be pres-
ent in these rooms. All the 
necessary medical equipment 
will be available here, so that 
quick treatment can be pro-
vided to the passengers.
Modern medical equipment
The following medical equip-
ment will be available in the 
observation rooms and other 
medical centres:
ECG machine: For quick identifica-
tion of heart-related prob-
lems.
Defibrillator: To revive the heart in 
case of heart failure.
Oxygen concentrator: To deal with oxy-
gen deficiency.
Glucometer: To measure blood 
sugar, which is important for 
people affected by diabetes.
Deployment of medical staff at the station
Observation rooms have been 
set up at major stations in-
cluding Prayagraj Junction, 

Subedarganj, Naini, where 
the following staff will be de-
ployed:
Staff Nurse: 15
Pharmacist: 12
Hospital Attendant (HA): 12
House Keeping Assistant 
(HKA): 15

These staff have been de-
ployed to ensure that medical 
services run smoothly in all 
shifts. Each shift will be of 8 
hours duration.

24x7 medical services will 
be available at railway sta-
tions during Maha Kumbh. 
Whenever a passenger needs 
medical help, first aid will be 
provided immediately. Along 
with this, the railways will 
maintain coordination with 
hospitals and health centres 
so that any patient can be re-
ferred immediately if needed.

Indian Railways aims to 
make the Maha Kumbh 2025 
event safe, healthy and mem-
orable. The health facilities 
and arrangements made by 
the Railways will provide the 
highest level of medical ser-
vices to the devotees, making 
their journey safe and com-
fortable. The Railway Admin-
istration has taken care of all 
aspects and made necessary 
arrangements keeping in 
mind the needs of the passen-
gers.

Bargarh Road and Nawapada Road New 
Railway Line - A special Railway Project

Sealdah division is facing severe constraints in 
ensuring smooth train operations due to trespassing

Special medical arrangements at Railway Stations for Maha 
Kumbh 2025: Observation Rooms are being built at stations

The West Bengal govt felicitated the winners of the Santosh Trophy, the Bengal team, on Thursday. CM Mamata Banerjee 
said the state govt will gift Rs 50 lakh and a job to the Santosh Trophy winners. She announced this in the Nabanna 
Auditorium. She said that these players, who bring honour to Bengal, will play at a world level one day. The Sports Minister, 
Aroop Biswas, was present in the program.

On the first day of the new year, winter clothing blankets were distributed to 100 poor people in the area. Maulana Emdadul, 
Sariful Islam, Kachi Babu and other dignitaries were present as distinguished guests in this meeting under the initiative of 
Natun Surya Welfare Society. Natun Surya secreatary Urbina Parveen, members Rina Bibi, Sahina Khatun, Pallavi Adhikari, 
Anisa Parveen, Nasreen Parveen conducted the meeting. It is known that this organization has been doing social service 
work for the common people for a long time. � PIC: Nurul Islam Khan

MI News Service, Kolkata: Mohun Bagan pulled up an 
easy and expected victory against lowly laced Hyderabad FC 
to maintain the pole position in the ISL table. On Thursday 
evening at almost fully packed Salt Lake stadium Mohun Ba-
gan crushed Hyderabad FC 3 – 0. 

Mariners started aggressively from the very beginning of 
the match and goals came pouring thereafter. The score line 
could have been much bigger had the Mariners capitalized 
the chances they fancily missed.

MI News Service, Kolkata: At the beginning of the year, 
newly elected MP from Hooghly, Rachana Banerjee, visited 
various schools and colleges in her constituency for a good-
will exchange. She also paid a visit to the school kitchen and 
tasted the Mid Day Meal (MDM) served to students. Rachana 
sampled the food prepared for the children and even asked 
the staff for cauliflower and rice, appreciating the meal with 
a rating of ten out of ten. She praised the staff for their ex-
cellent cooking.

On Thursday, Rachana visited several educational institu-
tions in Hooghly, starting with Mohsin College, followed by 
Hooghly Women’s College, AnukulchandraVidyapith, Garba-
ti High School, and concluding at JyotishchandraVidyapith 
in Hooghly. At each of these institutions, she interacted with 
students and listened to their concerns about the problems 
faced by the schools and colleges.

At JyotishchandraVidyapith, Rachana visited the Mid Day 
Meal kitchen. She tasted the food served to students in a 
steel plate and was pleased with the simple yet flavorful 
meal. She remarked, "Ten out of ten. It’s a light meal with-
out too much spice. I liked it very much." Along with tasting 
the food, she also inquired about how many students are 
served, if there are any issues with the meal, and how the 
overall program is functioning.

It’s worth noting that during the tenure of Locket Chatter-
jee as MP of Hooghly, she had visited the Balika Vani Mandir 
school in Chuchura and complained that only rice and salt 
were being served. This incident had garnered attention in 
state politics, becoming known as the "salt-rice incident." 
Responding to this, Rachana said, “I’m not aware of the 
complaints made by anyone. However, I found the meal here 
quite good. A nutritious meal without oil or spices is just 
what is needed to keep the body healthy.” 

MI News Service, Malda: A fire broke out at Malda 
Medical College and Hospital on Thursday, causing 
panic among patients and their families. The fire 
started in the maternity ward, and the entire hospital 

MI News Service, Kolkata: On 
Jan 1 2025, at 21:40 hrs an on-du-
ty RPF staff posted at Mahanayak 
Uttam Kumar Metro station while 
conducting a routine patrolling re-
covered an unclaimed purse at the 
platform and deposited it to the 
Station Master’s Office of the sta-
tion. After opening the purse, some 
valuable items were found therein. 
Thereafter, Station Master made re-
peated announcements requesting 
the owner of the purse to collect it 
from the Station Master's Office and 
a control message was also commu-
nicated to all the stations.    After 
sometime, a commuter came to the 
Station Master’s Office of Mahanay-
ak Uttam Kumar Metro station and 
claimed the ownership of the recov-
ered purse and the items containing 
therein. After proper verification 
and fulfilling all official formali-
ties, the purse along with all other 
items were handed over to him. He 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude to 
Metro Railway authorities for help-
ing him to get back the lost purse.

MI News Service, Kolkata: In connection with bridge work between 
Bhedia & Bolpur stations in Howrah Division, Traffic & Power Block has 
been planned from Jan 3 to 6 2025. Consequently following arrangements 
in train running have been made as under: • 13150 Alipurduar – Sealdah 
Kanchankanya Express will be controlled for 135 minutes enroute on Jan 3 
and 5 2025. • 13150 Alipurduar – Sealdah Kanchankanya Express will be 
controlled for 105 minutes enroute on Jan 4 and 6 2025. • 53048 Rampur-
hat – Howrah Fast Passenger will be controlled for 20 minutes enroute on 
Jan 3 and 5 2025.

MI News Service,  Kalchini: A 
tragic incident occurred in Alipur-
duar, where a forester was killed 
in an elephant attack on Thursday 
morning. The incident took place in 
the Kalchini tea garden area when 
forest officials were attempting 
to drive a herd of elephants back 
into the jungle. According to the 
forest department, a group of 5-6 
elephants was roaming in the tea 

garden area. Upon receiving infor-
mation, forest officials arrived at the 
scene to guide the elephants back 
into the forest. While attempting to 
move the herd, one wild elephant 
charged and attacked forester 
Madan Kumar Dewan. The forest-
er was killed on the spot. The body 
was recovered and taken to the lo-
cal police station for further action. 
It was later sent for a post-mortem 

examination. Deputy Field Officer 
Harikrishnan B.J. confirmed that 
the incident occurred while the 
officials were working to relocate 
the elephants. He assured that all 
necessary steps would be taken in 
accordance with government pro-
tocols. The authorities are closely 
monitoring the remaining wild ele-
phants, and additional teams have 
been deployed .

Mohun Bagan tramples Hyderabad at home turf

Rachana Banerjee praises school kitchen 
during visit to Hooghly schools

Fire breaks out at Malda Medical College

Forester killed in elephant attack  in Alipurduar

Lost purse returned 
to Metro commuter

Controlling of trains for bridge work between 
Bhedia & Bolpur stations over Howrah division

NAME CHANGE
I,Tapan Kumar Chakraborty, s/o Late 
Kamal Krishna Chakraborty, residing 
at Matangini Hazra Road, Ganguly 
Para, P.O-Agarpara, P.S-Ghola,  
Kolkata-700109, do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare that  my name 
wrongly recorded in my son  Arpan 
Chakraborty's birth certificate (issued 
by Calcutta Municipal corporation), all 
Educational certificate (Documents) 
and Passport as Tapan Chakraborty 
in place of my actual Correct name 
Tapan Kumar Chakraborty. That I, 
Tapan Kumar Chakraborty and Tapan 
Chakraborty is the  same and one 
identical person, Vide an affidavit 
sworn before in the court of Ld Judicial 
Magistrate 1st class at Barrackpore, 
District North 24 Parganas, date 
31/12/2024

NAME CHANGE
I, Shyam Sundar Ray, S/o Late 
Ramkrishna Roy R/o 20, Mohan 
Chand Road,P.O- Kidderpore, PS- 
Watgunge, Kolkata – 700023, my 
School (B.G.M.G.H.S. School) was 
wrongfully name as Shyam Sundar 
Roy. do hereby declare that Shyam 
Sundar Ray and Shyam Sundar Roy 
are same and identical Person vide 
affidavit sworn before the Ld. 1st 
Class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore on 
13.12.2024

NAME CHANGE
I, Ritu Lama (old name) wife of 
Mohammed Wasim, residing at 
90B/H/2/4, Dr. Sudhir Basu Road, 
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Raabia 
Khatoon (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata, 
dated 31/12/2024. Raabia Khatoon 
(new name) and Ritu Lama (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sunil Kumar Kejriwal (old name) son 
of Ram Gopal Kejriwal, residing at 
P-2, C.I.T Road Scheme VI M, Near 
Bata, Phoolbagan, Kolkata- 700054, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Sunil Kejriwal (new name) 
as declared before the Notary public 
at Kolkata, dated 02/01/2025. Sunil 
Kejriwal (new name) and Sunil Kumar 
Kejriwal (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sujan Chattopadhyay (old name) 
S/o. Chandan Chattopadhyay R/o. 55, 
B. B. Street, Bhadrakali, Uttarpara, 
Hooghly-712232, W.B. have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Sujan Chatterjee (new 
name) vide an affidavit no. 12982 
sworn before Judicial Magistrate, 
Serampore, Hooghly Court on 
23/12/24. Sujan Chattopadhyay 
& Sujan Chatterjee S/o. Chandan 
Chattopadhyay both are the same & 
one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Sk Ajimuddin S/o Late Sk Lokeman 
Residing at Amrai, P.o-Amrai, 
P.S.-Durgapur, District-Paschim 
Barddhaman, Pin- 713203, West 
Bengal India that my deceased father 
who previously known as Sk Lokman 
Ali shall henceforth be known as Sk 
Lokeman by virtue of an affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on  
02-01-2025. I Declare that My Father 
Sk Lokman Ali and Sk Lokeman both 
are same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Gopal Chandra Das S/o Late 
Bihari Das Residing at Vill - Rajnagar 
Srinathgram, P.o - Rajnagar, P.S. 
- Kakdwip, District - 24 Pgs(S), 
Pin- 743347, West Bengal India 
that my deceased father who 
previously known as Biharilal Das 
shall henceforth be known as Bihari 
Das by virtue of an affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public, Kolkata on   
02-01-2025. I Declare that My Father 
Biharilal Das and Bihari Das both are 
same and one identical person.

Change of Name
I, Gopal Das S/o Late Bihari Das 
Residing at Vill - Rajnagar, P.o - 
Rajnagar, P.s - Kakdwip, District - 24 
Pgs(S), Pin- 743347 West Bengal 
India shall henceforth be known as 
Gopal Chandra Das. I declare that 
Gopal Das and Gopal Chandra Das 
is same and one identical person 
by virtue of an affidavit sworn before 
the Notary Public, Kolkata on  
02-01-2025.

Change of Name
I, DEEPSIKHA GOPALKA  (Old Name) 
D/O ALOK GOPALKA Residing at 
246/247, Lake Town, Block-A, P.S-
Lake Town, Bidhannagar-700089 
West Bengal, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be 
known as DEEPSHIKHA GOPALKA 
(New Name) as declared before 
the Notary Public Government 
of India vide affidavit Dated  
02-01-2025. DEEPSIKHA GOPALKA  
(Old Name) and DEEPSHIKHA 
GOPALKA (New Name) both are same 
and one identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aruna Khaitan (old name) wife of 
Sushil Agarwal, residing at Om Tower 
Flat-2B, 2nd Floor, 36C B T Road, 
Kolkata- 700002, West Bengal, INDIA, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Aruna Agarwal 
(new name) as declared before the 1st 
Class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata, 
dated 27/12/2024. Aruna Agarwal 
(new name) and Aruna Khaitan (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushila Bhuwania (old name) wife 
of Pawan Kumar Bhuwania, residing 
at 123 Canal Street, 1st Floor, P.O.- 
Shreebhumi, Kolkata- 700048, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Sushila Debi Bhuwania (new name) 
as declared before the 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata, dated 
27/12/2024. Sushila Debi Bhuwania 
(new name) and Sushila Bhuwania 
(old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pawan Bhuwania (old name) son of 
Late Keshar Deo Bhuwania, residing 
at 123 Canal Street, 1st Floor, P.O.- 
Shreebhumi, Kolkata- 700048, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Pawan Kumar Bhuwania (new 
name) as declared before the 1st 
Class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata, 
dated 27/12/2024. Pawan Kumar 
Bhuwania (new name) and Pawan 
Bhuwania (old name) both are same 
and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Mairaj Alam (old 
name) S/O Md Masum, residing at 
43, Kimber Street, P.S.- Beniapukur, 
Kolkata- 700017, West Bengal, 
INDIA have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Md 
Mairaj Alam (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata 
on 24/12/2024. Md Mairaj Alam 
(new name) and Mohammad Mairaj 
Alam (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Amanullah (old name) 
S/O Md Mairaj Alam, residing at 43, 
Kimber Street, P.S.- Beniapukur, 
Kolkata- 700017, West Bengal, 
INDIA have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Md 
Amanullah (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata 
on 24/12/2024. Md Amanullah (new 
name) and Mohammad Amanullah 
(old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Narul Haque Par & 
Md Narul Haque Par (old name) 
son of Molla Akbar Ali, residing at 
BLOCK-90/1A, GREEN FIELD CITY, 
P.O.- CHAKJOT SHIBRAMPUR, 
PIN-700141, West Bengal, INDIA, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Molla Mir 
Hossain (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata, 
dated 31/12/2024. Molla Mir Hossain 
(new name) and Mohammad Narul 
Haque Par & Md Narul Haque Par (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Monojit Ghorai (old name) son of 
Banamali Ghorai (father's name) and 
Ranuka Ghorai (mother's name), 
residing at Dakshin Bhabanipur 
Gohalberia, Shyampur, Howrah- 
711315, West Bengal, INDIA, 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Manojit 
Ghorai (new name) as declared before 
the Notary public at Kolkata, dated 
02/01/2025. Manojit Ghorai (new 
name) and Monojit Ghorai (old name) 
both are same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nayana Nimavat (old name) 
wife of Sanjay Nimavat, residing 
at 12, KAPALITOLA LANE 2ND 
FLOOR, KOLKATA PIN-700012 
PS.BOWBAZAR, West Bengal, 
INDIA, have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known as Nayna 
Nimavat (new name) as declared 
before the Notary public at Kolkata, 
dated 02/01/2025. Nayna Nimavat 
(new name) and Nayana Nimavat (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mahjabeen Khanam @ Mahajabin 
Khanam (old name) D/o Abrar Hasan, 
W/o Aftab Alam, residing at Premises 
No.11/1B, Bechulal Road, P.O. Entally, 
P.S. Entally, Kolkata-700014, West 
Bengal, INDIA have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Mahjabeen Khanum (new name) 
as declared before the Notary Public 
at Kolkata on 02/01/2025. Mahjabeen 
Khanum (new name) and Mahjabeen 
Khanam @ Mahajabin Khanam (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

NAME CHANGE
I Shreams Dugar, S/O Rajendra Kumar 
Dugar, R/O Avishi Trident,34B,B.t. 
Road, Tower-1, Flat-4C, Ps-Cossipore, 
Kolkata-700002, West Bengal, Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Sreyans 
Dugar,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
02/01/2025,That Shreams Dugar And 
Sreyans Dugar All Are The Same And 
One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I Indira Gurung, W/O Prasan 
Gurung, R/O Govt Housing Estate, 
Flat-I/1, Ibrahimpur Road, Jadavpur, 
Kolkata-700032, West Bengal, Shall 
Henceforth Be Known As Indira 
Tamang, Vide An Affidavit Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 02/01/2025,That Indira Gurung 
And Indira Tamang All Are The Same 
And One Identical Person

NAME CHANGE
I, Priyanka Halder (old name) wife 
of Monoj Kumar Halder, residing at 
39/42/5/6, Nabapally, 22, Bigha 12 
Foot, Kalua, P.S.- Haridevpur, South 
24 Parganas, Pin- 700104, West 
Bengal, INDIA, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Priyanka Halder Roy (new name) 
as declared before the Notary public at 
Kolkata, dated 02/01/2025. Priyanka 
Halder Roy (new name) and Priyanka 
Halder (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Salima Khatun & Mst. Selima Bibi (old 
name) wife of Md Giasuddin, residing 
at Vill.- Tona, P.O.- Baidyapur Shasan, 
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin- 743423, 
West Bengal, INDIA, have changed 
my name and shall henceforth be 
known as Selima Bibi (new name) as 
declared before the Notary public at 
Kolkata, dated 31/12/2024. Selima 
Bibi (new name) and Salima Khatun & 
Mst. Selima Bibi (old name) both are 
same and identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I Manokhusi Maitra,W/O Goutam 
Maitra, R/O Birnagar Panchanantala 
Road Chanditala Dakshin Para, 
Ranaghat-741127, West Bengal, 
Shall Henceforth Be Known As Mitali 
Maitra,Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before 
The Ld 1St Class Judicial Magistrate At 
Alipore, Kolkata On 31/12/2024,That 
Manokhusi Maitra And Mitali Maitra 
All Are The Same And One Identical 
Person

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Ziyaul Qamar Khan 
(old name) Son of ,Abdul Shakoor 
Khan, residing at Shibpur School 
Para Jamuria, P.O.-Jamuria, P.S.- 
Jamuria, Dist- Paschim Bardhaman, 
Pin- 713330, West Bengal, INDIA,I 
have changed my name and shall 
henceforth be known as Zeyaul Qamar 
Khan(new name) as declared before 
the Notary public at Kolkata, dated 
02/01/2025 . Zeyaul Qamar Khan(new 
name) and Mohammad Ziyaul Qamar 
Khan (old name) both are same and 
identical person.

NAME CHANGE
I, MD SAJID H KHAN,Son of MD 
T H KHAN(old name) , residing at 
Shibpur School Para Jamuria, P.O.- 
Jamuria, P.S.- Jamuria, Dist- Paschim 
Bardhaman, Pin- 713330, West 
Bengal, INDIA, I have changed my 
name and shall henceforth be known 
as Md Sajid Hussain Khan Son of 
Md Talib Hussain Khan (new name) 
as declared before the Notary public 
at Kolkata, dated 02/01/2025. Md 
sajid Hussain Khan Son of MD Talib 
Hussain Khan (new name) and Md 
Sajid H Khan Son of MD T H Khan (old 
name) both are same and identical 
person.

area was soon covered 
in thick black smoke. 
The fire caused chaos, 
and patients and their 
relatives rushed to evac-
uate. The exact cause of 
the fire is still unclear, 
but many are pointing 
to possible negligence on 
the part of the hospital 
authorities.

The fire started at 
around 3:00 PM on 
Thursday. The materni-
ty ward was engulfed in 
smoke, and the situation 
quickly escalated. The 
hospital staff immedi-
ately called the fire de-
partment, and one fire 
engine was dispatched 
to the scene. The fire 
was brought under con-
trol within a short time, 
and no casualties were 
reported. Initial reports 
suggest that a short cir-
cuit might have been the 
cause of the fire, but in-
vestigations are ongoing 
to confirm if any other 
factors were involved.

This incident follows a 
troubling history of hos-
pital fires in the region. 
On December 9, 2011, 
a devastating fire broke 
out at the AMRI Hospi-
tal in Dhakuria, claiming 
93 lives. More recently, 
a fire at the ESI Hospital 
in Shyambazar last year 
revived memories of the 
AMRI tragedy. The fire 
at the ESI hospital de-
stroyed the male surgery 
ward, and at least 48 pa-
tients had to be relocated 
to other facilities. In both 
cases, there were allega-
tions of negligence by the 
hospital authorities.

The fire at Malda Med-
ical College and Hospital 
has raised concerns once 
again about the safe-
ty standards at medical 
facilities in the region. 
Authorities are now in-
vestigating whether the 
fire was a result of negli-
gence, and steps are be-
ing taken to ensure that 
such incidents do not oc-
cur in the future.



For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

05
Morning India

Kolkata, Friday
3 January 2025

Nation

MI News Service,  
Patna: Upping the 
ante, Jan Suraaj found-
er Prashant Kishor on 
Thursday began a fast 
unto death to press the 
demand for cancellation 
of an examination re-
cently held by Bihar Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(BPSC).

Kishor made the an-
nouncement at the histor-
ic Gandhi Maidan in the 
state capital, three days 
after giving a "48-hour ul-
timatum" to the Nitish Ku-
mar government for act-
ing on the demand, raised 
by aggrieved candidates.

"My primary demand, 
of course, is cancellation 
of the exam held on De-
cember 13 and conduct-
ing a fresh test. I have 
also heard allegations 
that posts to be filled by 
the exam were virtually 
put on sale. Such corrupt 
officials must be identified 
and brought to justice", 
said Kishor, who was ac-
companied by a number 
of supporters. The venue 
was barely a couple of 
kilometres from Gardani 
Bagh where the aggrieved 
aspirants have been hold-
ing a round-the-clock sit-
in for nearly two weeks.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi: The quartet of 
shooter Manu Bhaker, 
chess world champion 
D Gukesh, men's hock-
ey captain Harmanpreet 
Singh and para-athlete 
Praveen Kumar were on 
Thursday named recipi-
ents of this year's Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 
Award -- the country's 
highest sporting honour.

The 22-year-old Bhak-
er became independent 
India's first athlete to win 
two medals in a single edi-
tion of the Olympics with 
her bronze-winning show 
in the 10m air pistol indi-
vidual and 10m air pistol 
mixed team events in Au-
gust. In the same Games, 
Hamranpreet led the Indi-
an hockey team to its sec-
ond consecutive bronze 
medal. The 18-year-old 
Gukesh, on the other 
hand, became the young-
est ever World champion 
while also helping the In-
dian team win a historic 
gold in the Chess Olym-
piad last year. The fourth 
recipient will be para 

BPSC exam 
fiasco: Prashant 

Kishor starts 
fast unto death 

Manu Bhaker & D Gukesh among 4 athletes to get 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna award: Sports Ministry

MI News Service, New  
Delhi / Kolkata:  Two years 
ago, on a crisp New Year’s 
Day in 2023, a new chapter in 
the annals of Indian Railways 
unfolded as the regular run 
of Howrah – New Jalpaiguri 
Vande Bharat Express (Train 
No. 22301 UP) roared to life, 
ushering in a new era of high-
speed train communication in 
Eastern region of the country 
& luxurious rail travel. The 
whistle of this marvel echoed 
not just through the tracks 
but in the hearts of passen-
gers across Eastern India. To-
day, as we commemorate the 
second anniversary of this 
revolutionary train, we cele-
brate not only a milestone but 
a movement—a mission to 
make rail travel faster, safer, 
and more comfortable for all.

The Vande Bharat Ex-
press has emerged as more 
than just a train—it’s an ex-
perience. As the first Vande 
Bharat train to grace Eastern 
India, it has transformed the 
rail travel landscape, setting 
a gold standard in punctual-
ity, cleanliness, and passen-
ger comfort. With its sleek 
design, futuristic amenities, 
and superior performance, it 
has truly become a symbol of 
India’s progress and innova-
tion.

Vande Bharat Trains Operational Under Eastern 
Railway route are as follows:

Howrah–New Jalpaigu-
ri Vande Bharat Express, 
Deoghar–Varanasi Vande 
Bharat Express, Howrah-Ga-
ya Vande Bharat Express, 
Howrah-Patna Vande Bharat 
Express

The Unmatched Features of Vande Bharat 
Trains:

The Vande Bharat Express, 
particularly its upgraded 

version 2.0, brings futuristic 
features and amenities, en-
suring an unparalleled travel 
experience:

Enhanced Speed and Per-
formance: With a top speed of 
180 km/h, passengers reach 
their destinations faster than 
ever.

Advanced Suspension Sys-
tem: Ensures a noiseless and 
smooth ride.

Spacious and Comfortable 
Seating: Ergonomic reclin-
ing seats in all classes, with 
180-degree swivel seats for 
executive class.

Smart Toilets and Sliding 
Doors: Bio-vacuum toilets 
and automated doors for a 
hygienic and accessible expe-
rience.

Panoramic Windows: Of-
fers scenic views for travel-
lers, enhancing the joy of the 
journey.

Infotainment and Connec-
tivity: High-speed Wi-Fi and 
personal entertainment sys-
tems keep passengers con-
nected and entertained.

Energy Efficiency: Regen-
erative braking systems and 
LED lighting promote sus-
tainability.

Safety Features: Equipped 
with the Train Collision 
Avoidance System (TCAS) and 
CCTV cameras for a secure 
journey.

Elevating Passenger Experience
Delectable Regional Cui-

sine: Freshly prepared meals 
inspired by regional tastes, 
elevating onboard dining.

Climate-Controlled Com-
fort: Intelligent air-condition-
ing systems ensure a pleasant 
atmosphere.

Eco-Friendly Operations: 
Low carbon emissions make 
Vande Bharat a sustainable 
travel option.

Hygiene and Cleanliness: 
Regular sanitization and 
touchless features ensure a 
safe environment for passen-
gers.

The Vande Bharat Ex-
press embodies the spirit of 
'Make in India,' showcasing 
indigenous innovation and 
engineering excellence. It 
aims to revolutionize rail 
travel by making it faster, 
safer, and more comfortable 
while enhancing regional 
connectivity and promoting 
sustainable practices.

As Eastern Railway con-
tinues to expand its fleet 
of Vande Bharat trains, 
this initiative stands as a 
testament to India's com-
mitment to modernizing in-
frastructure and delivering 
world-class travel experi-
ences. The journey of Vande 
Bharat is a journey towards 
a brighter, more connected, 
and sustainable future for 
India.

On the wake of new year 
2025 the passengers of 
Howrah – New Jalpaiguri – 
Howrah Vande Bharat Ex-
press are still thrilled with 
their joy ride to experience 
the high speed journey link-
ing Southern part of West 
Bengal with the North Ben-
gal & Dooars region.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  For dismantling 
of Foot Overbridge and 
launching of Limited Height 
Subway & Foot Overbridge 
in Jhajha-Sitarampur sec-
tion of Asansol Division, 
Power & Traffic Block has 
been planned  on Jan 5 2025 
(Sunday). Consequently, fol-
lowing arrangement in train 
running have been made as 
under:
Cancellation of Passenger (MEMU) on Jan 4 2025:
•63571 Jasidih–Mokama 
MEMU.
Cancellation of Passenger (MEMU) on Jan 5 2025:
• 63562 Baidyanath Dham – 
Asansol MEMU
• 63298 Jhajha–Deoghar 
MEMU
• 63209 Deoghar – Patna 
MEMU,
• 63572 Mokama – Jasidih 
MEMU
• 63561 Asansol – Jasidih 
MEMU
• 63570 Baidyanath Dham – 
Asansol MEMU,
• 63545 Andal – Jasidih 

MEMU
• 63546 Jasidih – Andal 
MEMU
• 63565 Jasidih – Jhajha 
MEMU
• 63566 Jhajha – Jasidih 
MEMU
• 63573 Jasidih – Kiul MEMU
• 63574 Kiul – Jasidih 
MEMU.
Cancellation of Mail/Express:
13319 Dumka–Ranchi In-
tercity Express (JCO Jan 5 
2025).
Short Termination / Short Origination:
• 63509/10 Barddhaman 
– Jhajha – Barddhaman 
MEMU  (JCO Jan 5 2025) will 
be short terminated at/short 
originated from Asansol.
• 17321 Vasco-da-Gama – 
Jasidih Weekly Express (JCO 
Jan 3 2025)  will be short ter-
minated at Chittaranjan.
• 18183/84 Tatanagar – Bux-
ar - Tatanagar Express (JCO 
Jan 5 2025) will be short ter-
minated at/short originated 
from Asansol.
Diversion of trains :

• 12304 New Delhi – How-
rah Poorva Express (JCO Jan 
4 2025) will be diverted via 
Pandit Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya – Dhanbad – Sitaram-
pur
• 12326 Nangal Dam – Kol-
kata Gurumukhi Super Fast 
Express (JCO Jan 4 2025) 
will be diverted via Pandit 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya – 
Dhanbad
• 13044 Raxaul – Howrah 
Express (JCO Jan 4 2025) 
will be diverted via Kiul – 
Rampurhat – Barddhaman
• 13331/32 Dhanbad – Pat-
na – Dhanbad Intercity Ex-
press (JCO Jan 5 2025) will 
be diverted via Gaya in both 
directions
• 13508 Gorakhpur – Asansol 
Express (JCO Jan 4 2025) 
will be diverted via Kiul – 
Rampurhat – Sitarampur – 
Andal – Asansol.
Rescheduling on Jan 5 2025:
• 12317 Kolkata – Amritsar 
Akal Takht Express will be 
rescheduled by 2 hours 10 

minutes
• 22197 Kolkata – VGL 
Jhansi Pratham Swatantra-
ta Sangram Express will be 
rescheduled by 1 hour 30 
minutes
• 22500 Varanasi – Deoghar 
Vande Bharat Express will 
be rescheduled by 40 min-
utes
• 22499 Deoghar – Varanasi  
Vande Bharat Express will be 
rescheduled by 40 minutes
• 17006 Raxaul – Hyderabad 
Weekly Express will be re-
scheduled by 1 hour 20 minutes
• 22348 Patna – Howrah 
Vande Bharat Express will 
be rescheduled by 2 hour 50 
minutes
• 22347 Howrah – Patna 
Vande Bharat Express will 
be rescheduled by 2 hour 50 
minutes
• 02024 Patna – Howrah 
Special will be rescheduled 
by 5 hour 20 minutes
• 02023 Howrah– Patna Spe-
cial will be rescheduled by 5 
hour 20 minutes

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The Divisional 
Railway Hospital, How-
rah, Eastern Railway, or-
ganized an awareness 
programme as part of the 
100-Day Intensified Cam-
paign on TB Elimination 
on January 2, 2025. The 
event was held at the Or-
thopaedic Hospital, How-
rah, under the guidance of 
Dr. Debasish Guha, Chief 
Medical Superintendent, 
Howrah.

The programme com-
menced with an inaugural 
address by Dr. Venkatesh-
war Pandey, Additional 
Chief Medical Superinten-
dent (Health and Family 
Welfare), Howrah. He em-
phasized the importance 
of the 100-day campaign 

and highlighted the criti-
cal role of Indian Railways 
in supporting the national 
mission to eliminate Tu-
berculosis (TB).

Dr. Kangati Sneha Reddy, 
Additional Divisional Med-
ical Officer (Pulmonology), 
Howrah, elaborated on TB 
prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment strategies.

Dr. Chaitali Patra, Sr. 
Divisional Medical Officer 
(Pediatrics), Howrah, dis-

cussed the impact of TB 
on children and pediat-
ric-specific considerations.

To make the session 
interactive, Dr. Shibani 
Sardar, Sr. Divisional Med-
ical Officer Howrah, con-
ducted a quiz to evaluate 
participants' understand-
ing of TB-related topics.

The programme con-
cluded with a summary of 
the campaign's goals and 
achievements by Dr. Deba-

sish Guha, Chief Medical 
Superintendent, Howrah. 
He reaffirmed the com-
mitment of the Divisional 
Railway Hospital, Howrah 
Division, to the national 
mission of eradicating TB.

This initiative under-
scores Eastern Railway's 
steadfast dedication to 
promoting public health 
awareness and contribut-
ing to the country's efforts 
to eliminate Tuberculosis.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  The much-await-
ed new building of Aruno-
daya Gholeshapur School 
was opened on January 2nd 
2025 by  Seema Deouskar, 
President of the Eastern 
Railway Women's Welfare 
Organization (ERWWO), in 
the presence of all execu-
tive members of ERWWO.

The school, which is run 
by ERWWO, provides ed-
ucation from Nursery to 
Class -IV and currently 
serves approximately 130 
students. It is support-
ed by a dedicated team of 
nine (09) teachers and two 
supporting staff members, 
ensuring quality education 
and holistic development 

for the students.
The opening ceremony 

began with the formal open-
ing of the new building by  
Seema Deouskar, followed 
by the "Aaradhana" of Lord 

Ganesh and Goddess Saras-
wati. The event also includ-
ed the ceremonial lighting 
of the lamp, symbolizing the 
illumination of knowledge 
and wisdom. To mark this 

special occasion, sweets 
were distributed among the 
students, spreading joy and 
celebration.

Arunodaya Gholeshapur 
School stands as a testimo-
ny to ERWWO's commit-
ment to nurturing young 
minds and supporting their 
educational journey. This 
new building provides an 
enhanced learning environ-
ment, enabling the students 
to excel in academics and 
beyond.

The event witnessed en-
thusiastic participation 
from students, staff, and 
members of ERWWO, mak-
ing it a memorable and in-
spiring day for the entire 
school community.

MI News Service, Delhi:  
Indian Railways through its 
sports wing. Railway Sports 
Promotion Board (RSPB), 
has contributed immensely 
in promoting sports across 
the Country since 1928. 
The modest beginning of 
promoting Hockey, Athlet-
ics and Tennis, now RSPB 
has become an important 
organization in promotion 
of Sports in the country 
and presently has 29 Game 
Disciplines- 18 individual 
games & 11 team games. 
RSPB is affiliated with 28 
National Sports Federa-
tions and also affiliated 

with USIC (World Railways 
Sports Association).

Indian Railways have sup-
ported a sizeable number of 
sportspersons by ensuring 
security through jobs. As 
on date, more than 9000 
sportspersons are on roll of 
Indian Railways in 29 game 
disciplines of whom about 
3000 are active sportsper-
sons. The performances of 
IR sportspersons in inter-
national prestigious events 
have been outstanding.

National Sports Awards 
for the year 2024 have been 
announced by the Ministry 
of Youth Affairs & Sports. 

It is a matter of pride that 
out of 32 players, who have 
been awarded with the 
prestigious Arjuna Award, 
five players are from Indian 
Railways. The details of the 
player and their events are 
as under:

Jyothi Yarraji, SCR (Ath-
letics-100 m hurdles)

Annu Rani, PLW (Athlet-
ics-Javelin Throw)

Salima Tete, SER (Hock-
ey)

Swapnil Suresh Kusale, 
CR (Shooting-50 m 3P)

Aman, NR (Wrestling-57 
kg Freestyle)

With these 5 Arju-

na Awards, there are to-
tal 183 Arjuna, 28 Padma 
Shri, 12 Dhyan Chand, 13 
Dronacharya and 9 Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 
Awardees in the basket of 
Indian Railways, which in it-
self is the largest number of 
such awardees for any single 
organization in India. The 
awardees will receive their 
awards from the President of 
India at a specially organized 
function at Rashtrapati Bha-
van on January 17th, 2025.

Indian Railways con-
gratulates these gems and 
wishes a very bright career 
ahead.

MI News Service, Katra:  Ka-
tra, the base camp for pilgrims 
visiting the Mata Vaishno Devi 
temple in Jammu and Kashmir 
resumed normal business activ-
ity after a week-long shutdown 
protesting a proposed ropeway 
project in the Trikuta hills of 
Reasi district.

Eighteen people detained by 
police during the protests were 
also released, sparking over-
night celebrations in the holy 
town.

"All shops, restaurants, and 
business establishments re-
opened after a week-long clo-
sure due to the shutdown, while 
traffic movement was also re-
stored, bringing much relief to 
the pilgrims," an official said.

With the return of normalcy, 
hundreds of pilgrims thronged 
the holy town on the first day 
of the year to pay obeisance at 
the cave shrine, with long ser-
pentine queues seen at the entry 
points in Katra and Bhawan.

"We are very happy that the 
bandh has ended. It was caus-
ing huge inconvenience to us. 
We have come here to pay obei-
sance on the first day of the new 
year," Suresh Kadam, a resident 
of Pune, said.

The 'bandh', which began 
on December 25, disrupted 
normal life in one of the coun-
try’s busiest pilgrimage towns 

which draws thousands of dev-
otees daily. The Mata Vaishno 
Devi Sangharsh Samiti, which 
called for the shutdown, had 
announced that all activities in 
Katra would remain suspended 
during this period.

On Tuesday night, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir administra-
tion announced the release of 
the detainees and constituted a 
four-member committee to hold 
talks with the protesting civil so-
ciety members.

"Eighteen detained individ-
uals, including some leaders, 
were released at around 1 am 
from Reasi and Udhampur jails. 
They arrived in Katra to jubilant 
celebrations, where hundreds 
of people welcomed them," a 
spokesperson for the Samiti 
said.

The Samiti initially called for 
the shutdown on December 25. 
On December 27 night, it ex-
tended the bandh by 72 hours 
to press its demands, including 
shelving the proposed ropeway 
project and releasing the de-
tained protesters.

Eight youths had gone on a 
hunger strike, demanding the 
release of the detainees which 
included two Samiti leaders Bh-
upinder Singh and Sohan Chand.

Last month, the Mata Vaish-
no Devi Shrine Board (SMVDSB) 
announced plans to install a 

ropeway to facilitate access to 
the temple for senior citizens, 
children, and others who find it 
challenging to climb the 13-km-
long track to the cave shrine.

The proposed Rs 250-crore 
ropeway project will connect 

Tarakote Marg to Sanji Chhat, 
leading to the cave shrine in 
Reasi district. PTI AB Acccord-
ing to SMVDSB CEO Anshul 
Garg, as many as 94 83 lakh pil-
grims paid obeisance at the cave 
shrine in 2024.

Marking two glorious years of excellence: Vande 
Bharat Express redefines rail travel in Eastern India

Regulation of trains for developmental work over Asansol division

Eastern Railway's Howrah division organizes 100-day intensified campaign on TB elimination

New building of Arunodaya Gholeshapur School opened at Gholeshapur Railway Colony, Behala

Indian Railways' extensive support, with over 9,000 athletes across 29 disciplines, is shaping 
India's sports ecosystem and driving excellence both nationally and internationally

Ropeway turmoil: Katra returns to normalcy after weeklong shutdown 

Municipal representatives of Tollygunj along with Minister Aroop Biswas at the opening of 
'Bangla Sangeet Mela' at Rishi Aravinda Park of Tollygunj on Thursday.

high-jumper Praveen, 
who was crowned the 
T64 champion in the 
Paris Paralympics. The 
T64 classification is for 
athletes who have one 
or both legs missing be-
low the knee and rely on 
a prosthetic leg for run-

ning. "The awardees will 
receive their awards from 
the President of India 
at a specially organised 
function at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan on 17th January, 
2025 (Friday) at 1100 
hours," the sports minis-
try said in a press release.
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NEW DELHI : A concerning lack of
technology transfer from developed
countries has forced India to rely
heavily on domestic resources and
stretch national capacity, slowing its
efforts to achieve critical climate
objectives, the government has said
in a biennial update report (BUR) to
the UN climate change office.

In its fourth BUR submitted to
the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) on
December 30, India said that in the
absence of promised technology and
financial support, it is forced to divert
resources from other essential needs
to develop these solutions independ-
ently.

India had also raised the mat-
ter at the UN climate conference in
Baku, Azerbaijan, in November last
year and urged developed nations to
eliminate intellectual property barri-
ers to technology transfer that hinder
climate action in developing coun-
tries.

"India's climate strategy
emphasises integrating advanced
technologies across key sectors, such
as solar, wind, bioenergy, electric
vehicles, climate-resilient agricul-
ture, and carbon capture to foster
low-carbon development and build
resilience.

"Despite substantial national
efforts and investments, barriers like
slow international technology trans-
fer and intellectual property rights
(IPR) hinder the rapid adoption of
these technologies," the BUR report
said. Biennial update reports are sub-
mitted by developing countries to the

UNFCCC every two years, providing
updates on emissions, climate action
progress, and needs for support in
mitigation and adaptation.    India's
previous BURs have outlined essen-
tial technologies required to cut
greenhouse gas emissions and adapt
to the warming world.   However,
none of the required technologies
have been effectively transferred,
facilitated, or made available under
the current climate change regime,
the report said.

"This lack of technology trans-
fer has forced India to rely heavily on
domestic resources and stretch
national capacity, slowing its efforts

to achieve critical climate objectives,"
it said.      Technology transfer is a
critical component of climate change
mitigation and adaptation that faces
both demand and supply-side chal-
lenges which must be addressed
within the framework of the
'Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective
Capabilities' (CBDR-RC) principles.

"The Convention, along with
subsequent agreements such as the
Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement (Article 10), emphasises
the central role of transferring finan-
cial resources and technology from
developed to developing nations for

climate action. The establishment of
the Technology Mechanism, consist-
ing of the Technology Executive
Committee (TEC) and the Climate
Technology Centre and Network
(CTCN), was intended to facilitate this
process. "However, India has not
received significant technology trans-
fer under the UNFCCC-guided
regime," the report said.  On the
demand side, India said, access to rel-
evant, affordable, and scalable tech-
nologies is often limited due to high
costs, lack of infrastructure, and reg-
ulatory barriers.

"On the supply side, Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) regimes can act
as a barrier to technology transfer,
restricting access to technologies,
especially for developing countries
like India," the country said.
Addressing both demand and supply
side issues is crucial for effective
technology transfer, requiring a com-
prehensive approach that includes
policy interventions, capacity build-
ing, financial support, and interna-
tional cooperation, it said. Addressing
a high-level ministerial roundtable on
pre-2030 ambition at the UN climate
talks in Baku, Leena Nandan, the
then environment secretary of India,
had said that innovative technologies
are critical for a low-carbon future
but said they must be made accessi-
ble to developing countries.

"Developing countries need
solutions like clean energy and car-
bon removal, but barriers like
Intellectual Property Rights make it
hard for them to access these tech-
nologies," Nandan had said.

Arizona [US] : A recent study by
researchers at the University of Arizona
College of Medicine - Phoenix and the
University of California Davis Health dis-
covered a new target for developing a
medication to treat atrial fibrillation, the
most prevalent kind of irregular heart
rhythm.

According to the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention, atrial
fibrillation, also known as AFib or AF,
accounts for approximately one in every
seven strokes and is associated with a
considerable increase in morbidity and
death. The American Heart Association
predicts that more than 12 million peo-
ple will have AFib by 2030, and existing
treatment approaches are inadequate,
according to researchers.

Proteins involved in physiological
processes of the heart have been a tar-
get of research for AFib for some time.
Until recently, most research suggested
that treating AFib through inhibition of
specific small-conductance calcium-acti-
vated potassium channels, or SK chan-
nels, could either reduce or worsen
arrhythmias under different conditions.

"Our study used pioneering experi-
mental and computational approaches
to decipher how the human SK2 channel
can be dynamically co-regulated. The
study is especially timely considering
inhibitors of SK channels are currently
in clinical trials to treat AFib, making
further insight into their regulatory
mechanisms paramount," said Nipavan
Chiamvimonvat, MD, chair of the
Department of Basic Medical Sciences at
the U of A College of Medicine - Phoenix.

The paper, "Atomistic Mechanisms of
the Regulation of Small Conductance
Ca2+-Activated K+ channel (SK2) by
PIP2," was published in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of

Sciences. The research team examined
the role of a lipid - phosphatidylinositol
4,5-bisphosphate, or PIP2 - in regulating
the SK2 channel. PIP2 is an integral
component of all plant and animal cell
membranes and acts as a messenger for
a variety of signaling pathways in the
body.

"Because PIP2 plays such an essen-
tial role in multiple ion channels, regu-
lating cardiac ion channels through PIP2
presents a new mechanism for the lipid
regulation of cardiac excitability and
function," said computational biologist
Ryan Woltz, PhD, the paper's co-first
author and an assistant research profes-
sor at the College of Medicine - Phoenix.

Currently, SK channels are the only
known potassium channels that are
upregulated in heart failure, and their
regulation plays a critical role in cardiac
excitability and how disturbances in the
heart's rhythm develop.

"Since PIP2 is known to be dysregu-
lated in heart failure, our study provides
critical translational insights into possi-
ble mechanisms of cardiac arrhythmias
in heart failure," said co-first author
Yang Zheng, PhD, a postdoctoral
research fellow at the College of
Medicine - Phoenix.

Using comparative modeling, the
research team generated human SK2
channel models in closed, intermediate
and open states. They then used molec-
ular dynamics simulations to explore the
molecular mechanisms of SK2 channel
modulation by PIP2.

"Structural insights from our study
will be useful to design novel inhibitors
of SK2 channels to treat cardiac arrhyth-
mias," said Vladimir Yarov-Yarovoy,
PhD, a professor at UC Davis Health. Co-
senior author Igor Vorobyov, PhD, an
associate professor at UC Davis Health,

said the team is already using similar
computational approaches to study
other SK channel subtypes.

"I am thrilled to participate in this
collaborative multi-university and multi-
disciplinary research study and looking
forward to a continued collaboration,"
Vorobyov said. "We are currently work-
ing on applying a similar pioneering
experimental/computational approach
to modulation of SK channels by drug
molecules, which may enhance or inhib-
it function of these ion channels and can
be used as prospective treatment options
for AFib and other cardiovascular dis-

eases."
A new study by researchers at the

University of Arizona College of
Medicine - Phoenix and the University of
California Davis Health identified a new
target for developing a therapy to treat
atrial fibrillation, the most common type
of abnormal heart rhythm.

Atrial fibrillation, commonly called
AFib or AF, causes about 1 in 7 strokes,
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and is associated
with a significant increase in the risk of
morbidity and mortality. More than 12
million people are expected to have AFib

by 2030, according to the American
Heart Association, and current treatment
paradigms remain inadequate,
researchers say. Proteins involved in
physiological processes of the heart have
been a target of research for AFib for
some time. Until recently, most research
suggested that treating AFib through
inhibition of specific small-conductance
calcium-activated potassium channels,
or SK channels, could either reduce or
worsen arrhythmias under different con-
ditions.

"Our study used pioneering experi-
mental and computational approaches to
decipher how the human SK2 channel
can be dynamically co-regulated. The
study is especially timely considering
inhibitors of SK channels are currently in
clinical trials to treat AFib, making fur-
ther insight into their regulatory mecha-
nisms paramount," said Nipavan
Chiamvimonvat, MD, chair of the
Department of Basic Medical Sciences at
the U of A College of Medicine - Phoenix.

The paper, "Atomistic Mechanisms of
the Regulation of Small Conductance
Ca2+-Activated K+ channel (SK2) by
PIP2," was published in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science. The research team examined
the role of a lipid - phosphatidylinositol
4,5-bisphosphate, or PIP2 - in regulating
the SK2 channel. PIP2 is an integral com-
ponent of all plant and animal cell mem-
branes and acts as a messenger for a
variety of signaling pathways in the
body.

"Because PIP2 plays such an essen-
tial role in multiple ion channels, regu-
lating cardiac ion channels through PIP2
presents a new mechanism for the lipid
regulation of cardiac excitability and
function," said computational biologist
Ryan Woltz, PhD, the paper's co-first

author and an assistant research profes-
sor at the College of Medicine - Phoenix.

Currently, SK channels are the only
known potassium channels that are
upregulated in heart failure, and their
regulation plays a critical role in cardiac
excitability and how disturbances in the
heart's rhythm develop.

"Since PIP2 is known to be dysregulat-
ed in heart failure, our study provides
critical translational insights into possible
mechanisms of cardiac arrhythmias in
heart failure," said co-first author Yang
Zheng, PhD, a postdoctoral research fel-
low at the College of Medicine - Phoenix.

Using comparative modeling, the
research team generated human SK2
channel models in closed, intermediate
and open states. They then used molecu-
lar dynamics simulations to explore the
molecular mechanisms of SK2 channel
modulation by PIP2.

"Structural insights from our study
will be useful to design novel inhibitors of
SK2 channels to treat cardiac arrhyth-
mias," said Vladimir Yarov-Yarovoy, PhD,
a professor at UC Davis Health.

Co-senior author Igor Vorobyov, PhD,
an associate professor at UC Davis
Health, said the team is already using
similar computational approaches to
study other SK channel subtypes.

"I am thrilled to participate in this
collaborative multi-university and mul-
tidisciplinary research study and look-
ing forward to a continued collabora-
tion," Vorobyov said. "We are currently
working on applying a similar pioneer-
ing experimental/computational
approach to modulation of SK channels
by drug molecules, which may enhance
or inhibit function of these ion chan-
nels and can be used as prospective
treatment options for AFib and other
cardiovascular diseases." 

Washington [US] : A group of researchers
from the University of Cincinnati has dis-
covered a possible novel approach to
enhance the efficacy of radiation therapy
and enhance the prognosis of patients with
lung cancer metastasizing to the brain.

The research, which was headed by
Debanjan Bhattacharya, PhD, as the lead
author, was just released in the journal
Cancers.

Lung cancer accounts for approximate-
ly one in five cancer deaths in the United
States, making it the primary cause of can-
cer death, according to the American
Cancer Society. About 80 per cent to 85 per
cent of all instances of lung cancer are
non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), which
is the most common kind of the disease.

Up to 40 per cent of lung cancer
patients develop brain metastases during
the course of the disease, and these
patients on average survive between eight
and 10 months following diagnosis.

Current standard of care treatments for
lung cancer that spreads to the brain
include surgical resection and stereotactic
brain radiosurgery, and whole brain irra-
diation is standard in patients with more
than 10 metastatic brain lesions.

"Lung cancer brain metastasis is usual-
ly incurable, and whole brain radiation
treatment is palliative, as radiation limits
therapy due to toxicity," said
Bhattacharya, research instructor in the
Department of Neurology and
Rehabilitation Medicine in UC's College of
Medicine. "Managing potential side effects
and overcoming resistance to radiation are
major challenges when treating brain
metastases from lung cancer. This high-
lights the importance of new treatments
which are less toxic and can improve the
efficacy of radiation therapy, are less
expensive, and can improve the quality of
life in patients."

Bhattacharya and his colleagues at UC
focused on AM-101, a synthetic analog in
the class of benzodiazepine drugs first
developed by James Cook, a medicinal
chemist at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Prior to this study, AM-101's
effect in non-small cell lung cancer was
unknown. AM-101 is a particularly useful
drug in the context of brain metastases in
NSCLC, Bhattacharya said, as benzodi-
azepines are known to be able to pass
through the blood-brain barrier that pro-
tects the brain from potential harmful
invaders that can also block some drugs

from reaching their target in the brain.
The team found AM-101 activated

GABA(A) receptors located in the NSCLC
cells and lung cancer brain metastatic
cells. This activation triggers the "self-eat-
ing" process of autophagy where the cell
recycles and degrades unwanted cellular
parts.

Specifically, the study showed that acti-
vating GABA(A) receptors increases the
expression and clustering of GABARAP
and Nix (an autophagy receptor), which
boosts the autophagy process in lung can-
cer cells. This enhanced "self-eating"
process of autophagy makes lung cancer
cells more sensitive to radiation treatment.

Using animal models of lung cancer
brain metastases, the team found AM-101
makes radiation treatment more effective
and significantly improves survival.
Additionally, the drug was found to slow
down the growth of the primary NSCLC
cells and brain metastases.

In addition to making radiation more
effective, adding AM-101 to radiation
treatments could allow for lower radiation
doses, which could reduce side effects and
toxicity for patients, Bhattacharya said.
The team is now working toward opening
Phase 1 clinical trials testing the combina-
tion of AM-101 and radiation both in lung
cancer within the lungs and lung cancer
that has spread to the brain.

Bhattacharya began this research
while working in the lab of former UC
researchers Soma Sengupta and Daniel
Pomeranz Krummel, who are now at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Bhattacharya credits their mentorship and
the collaboration with other experts with-
in UC and across multiple academic
research institutions in the United States.

Bhattacharya also emphasizes the role
of shared university research resources
that helped the study move forward. He
dedicates this work to his father, who died
in 2021 while he was in the early phases of
the research.

"The entire work, along with revision
experiments, was done at the University of
Cincinnati, and this reflects the strong col-
laborative effort between multiple teams. I
am grateful to the Department of
Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine for
the overall support in completion of this
study," he said. "My father's passing moti-
vated me to work harder to complete this
project, as he had known about my
research and wanted to see me succeed."

Bihar: Utkarsh Small
Finance Bank
Limited proudly
announces the inau-
guration of its new
banking outlets in
Semra Gopalganj,
Lalganj, Sarsi
Istamrar and Mehsi
Bihar. With these
launch, the Bank has
foot printed 244
banking outlets in
Bihar and 1014outlets nationwide. Residents of Semra Gopalganj, Lalganj, Sarsi Istamrar
and Mehsi Bihar will benefit from a comprehensive suite of banking products, including
savings accounts, current accounts, fixed deposits, and recurring deposits. The Bank also
provides various loan products, such as housing loans, business loans, loan against prop-
erty, credit, insurance, and investment products. The Bank's infrastructure, digital bank-
ing capabilities, and ATM network ensure a seamless banking experience.

Commenting on the expansion, Mr. Govind Singh, MD & CEO, Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank Limited, said, "Our new banking outlets in Bihar reflect our dedication to strength-
ening our network. Mehsi, part of the historical Motihari region, is renowned for its con-
nection to Mahatma Gandhi's Champaran Satyagraha, Purnia is home to landmarks such
as the Jalalgarh Fort and the beautiful Kali Mandir.  Bihar Known for its cultural rich-
ness and community spirit. The opening of these outlets marks a step forward in our jour-
ney to support the dynamic and fast-growing population, fostering growth and develop-
ment in this vibrant locality."

These banking outlets will offer micro-banking loans for business development serv-
ices to underprivileged or low-income individuals or groups who have limited access to
financial services. The JLG model of group lending involves a peer-guarantee loan model
enabling individuals to take loans without providing collateral or security on an individ-
ual basis, while promoting credit discipline through mutual support within the group and
prompt repayment of their loans.

Customers can access banking services through various channels such as Banking
Outlets, Micro ATMs (during banking hours), Internet banking, Mobile banking, Unified
Payment Interface (UPI) and the Call Centre.

Florida [US] : The significance of
gamma-delta T cells in 33 different
cancer types is revealed in a recent
study that was published in Cell
Press. This information sheds light
on the cells' potential as clinical bio-
markers and therapeutic targets in
the treatment of cancer. This thor-
ough examination, which was car-
ried out under the direction of a
group of Moffitt Cancer Center
experts, marks a substantial break-
through in our knowledge of these
distinct immune cells and how they
affect cancer therapy outcomes for
patients. Gamma-delta T cells are a
minority in the T cell population, but
they are becoming more and more
valued for their capacity to activate
both innate and adaptive immune
responses. The gamma-delta T-cell
receptor landscape across 11,000
tumors was analyzed by Moffitt
researchers using a novel computa-
tional algorithm in collaboration
with scientists at Dartmouth College
and Duke University. The result is a
comprehensive database that tracks
the progression of cancer and its
response to different treatments,
most notably immunotherapy.

"It's like finding a needle in a
haystack," said Xuefeng Wang,

Ph.D., chair of Moffitt's Biostatistics
and Bioinformatics Department and
the lead contact of the study. "After
two years of effort screening
approximately 700 billion tumor
RNA sequencing reads, our algo-
rithm distilled 3.2 million gamma-
delta T-cell reads, highly informative
for the study of gamma-delta T-cell
clones. Our findings suggest that the
diversity and clonality of gamma-
delta T cells can significantly impact
patient survival and treatment effi-
cacy." As the study evolves,
researchers will expand the data-
base by incorporating additional T-
cell receptor repertoires and func-
tional annotations, including single-
cell RNA sequencing analyses. This
ongoing work aims to deepen our
understanding of the functional
roles of gamma-delta T cells in can-
cer and their interactions within the
tumor microenvironment.

"This research not only expands
our knowledge of gamma-delta T
cells but also opens new avenues for
therapeutic strategies," Wang said.
"By understanding the specific roles
of these cells in different cancers, we
can better tailor treatments to
improve patient outcomes."

The Immuno-Oncology Program
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MI News Service,  
Hooghly:    Education 
is extremely important, 
otherwise life life is in-
complete.   Imam Wazeeh 
Al-Qamar of Bansberia 
Sophia Masjid, Dingal 
hat Boro Para, has been 
continuously engaged in 
establishing educational 
awareness among chil-
dren along with Imamate 
since he came to this land.  

Just a few months ago, 
an institution named "Al 
Barakat Academy" was 
established, in which chil-
dren from LKG to 10th 
standard are engaged for 
education after finishing 
their school hours like a 
coaching.  They are well 
supported by the teachers 
of different local schools.     

An educational event 
was organized on Thurs-
day among the children in 
which speech competition 
on various topics, Kar'at 
Quran competition, Nazm 
Khwani, Kavita competi-
tion in Bangla, Hindi lan-
guage was conducted in 
which students of Urdu, 

Hindi, Bangla and English 
languages ​​were held.  

Children particated in 
these events like a fes-
tival.  Their guardians 
were also seen with them.   
After the competition, an 
honour ceremony was 
organized under the title 
of "Mujahid e Millat".  In 
which many regional and 
distant guests were also 
invited.  In which Dr. Dil-
ip, Maulana Qamruddin 
Sahil Hasmati, Maulana 
Matiur Rahman, Maulana 

Moinuddin were present. 
Besides them, the famous 
advocate and political so-
cial leader of Bansberia, 
Nawab Sohail, were also 
included, who were seen 
playing the role of Ni-
zamat (announcer) from 
time to time.   

Shahid Akhtar, former 
professor of Urdu depart-
ment of Hooghly Mohsin 
College, was the special 
guest of the event. They 
were awarded with a spe-
cial honour and 'thank 

you' letter.  The children 
looked very happy after 
receiving prizes and hon-
ours from the teachers 
and guests.  At the end of 
the ceremony, Maulana 
and the spirit of this insti-
tution, Wazeeh Al-Qamar, 
thanked all the guests and 
attendees of the event and 
said that they are grate-
ful for the support of the 
teachers and local people 
who played an important 
role in making this event 
successful.

Nurul Islam Khan    

Pir Ala Hazrat Dada Hu-
zoor of Mujaddide Zaman 
Furfura Sharif has ad-
vised that the holy and 
authentic religious news 
should not be turned into 
a festival or a fair. He has 
also strictly prohibited 
women from coming to 
this Majlis. That tradition 
is still alive today. Its most 
shining example is the 
4-day long historical Isale 
Sawab Mahfil organized 
by the centuries-old tradi-

tion of Darussalam in Fur-
fura Darbar Sharif. The 
63rd Annual Mahfil of the 
Shirk-free, tradition-free 
Darussalam organized by 
Pir Boro Huzoor of Furfu-
ra Sharif began on Tues-
day, December 31, 2024. 
The meeting, attended 
by millions of people, will 
conclude next Friday. On 
this day, the gathering was 
inaugurated by the Gad-
dinshin Pir Shaikhul Had-
ith Allama Shaikh Mishkat 
Siddiqui of Furfura Sharif 
with the recitation of the 

Holy Quran.
This Mahfil is being con-

ducted under the initiative 
of World Islam Mission 
Qurani Sunni Jamiat-
ul Muslimeen Hizbullah. 
Shere Furfura Hazrat 
Pir Allama Abul Ansar 
Siddiqui and Pir Hazrat 
Allama Abu Ibrahim Mu-
hammad Obaidullah Sid-
diqui have conducted this 
Mahfil with great fame for 
a long time. In the Annual 
Waz Mahfil Isale Sawab, 
Pir Allama Abu Taher 
Muhammad Motiullah 

Siddiqui Al-Qurayshi, Pir 
Allama Abu Bakr Muham-
mad Abdullah Siddiqui 
Al-Quraishi were present. 
The meeting is being con-
ducted by the descendant 
of the beloved Prophet 
Hazrat Muhammad SAW, 
his chief companion and 
the first Caliph of the 
Muslim world Hazrat Abu 
Bakr Siddique (RA) - the 
successor of Pir Dada 
Huzoor, the Gaddinshin 
Pir of Furfura, Shaikhul 
Hadith Abu Bakr Ab-
dul Hai Mishkat Siddiqui 
Al-Quraishi.The sermons 
were given by Shaikhul 
Hadith Allama Ubaidullah 
Farooq,Shaikhul Hadith 
Al-Jami'atus Siddiqui-
yah Darul Uloom Furfura 
Jamia Madania. Pirzada 
Maulana Mustafa Madani 
Siddiqui Al-Quraishi,Pir-
zada Maulana Mujahid 
Siddiqui Al-Quraishi, Pir-
zada Maulana Shah Fateh 
Ali Ayatullah Siddiqui 
Al-Quraishi and Pirzada 
Maulana Sawban Sid-
diqui Al-Quraishi, Pirzada 
Maulana Miftahul Jannah 
Siddiqui Al-Quraishi, etc. 
Renowned speakers from 
across the country and 
Pir Mashayek, Khalifa of 
Furfura, and other Islamic 
speakers gave speech on 
this occassion.

MI News Service,  
Washington DC:    Fol-
lowing an attack in United 
States' New Orleans that 
claimed 15 lives, world lead-
ers have expressed their 
condemnation. Messages of 
condolences poured in from 
global leaders, including Is-
raeli Foreign Minister Gide-
on Sa'ar, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
French President Emmanu-
el Macron, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and 
others.

The leaders denounced 
the attack, extended 
sympathies to the victims 
and their families, and em-
phasised the need to com-
bat "terrorism."

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Sa'ar in a post on 
X wrote, "Deeply saddened 
by the terrorist attack in 
New Orleans. My heart-
felt condolences go out to 
the families of the victims. 
Wishing a swift recovery to 
the two injured Israeli citi-
zens and all the wounded."

He added, "I instructed 
Israel's Consul General in 
Houston to immediately 
deploy a representative to 
the scene. Terror has no 
place in our world. Israel 
stands in solidarity with 
New Orleans and the Unit-
ed States."

Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy while 
extending condolences to 
the families of the victims, 
said, "Horrified by the at-
tack in New Orleans, US, 
which has claimed inno-
cent lives and left many 
injured. We trust that those 
responsible for this terrible 
act will be brought to jus-
tice. Violence, terrorism, 
and any threats to human 
life have no place in our 
world and must not be tol-
erated."

"Our deepest condolenc-
es to the families of the vic-
tims, and we wish a swift 
recovery to all those in-
jured. Ukraine stands with 
the American people and 
denounces violence," the 
post added.

French President Em-
manuel Macron said, "New 
Orleans, so dear to the 
hearts of the French, has 
been struck by terrorism. 
Our thoughts are with the 
families of the victims and 
the injured, as well as 
with the American people, 
whose sorrow we share."

Canadian PM Justin 
Trudeau in a post on X 
said, "The news out of 
New Orleans this morning 
is horrifying. My heart is 
with the loved ones of the 
victims, those fighting to 
recover, and everyone im-
pacted by this senseless act 

of violence."
United Kingdom PM 

Keir Starmer wrote, "The 
shockingly violent attack 
in New Orleans is horrific. 
My thoughts are with the 
victims, their families, the 
emergency responders and 
the people of the United 
States at this tragic time."

NATO Secretary General 
Mark Rutte said, "Deeply 
saddened by the news of 
the horrific attack in New 
Orleans. My thoughts and 
prayers are with those who 
were injured or who lost 
loved ones."

European Commission 
Vice-President Kaja Kallas 
wrote, "I am deeply sad-
dened by the deliberate 
attack on those celebrating 
New Year's in New Orle-
ans. There is no excuse for 
such violence. As author-
ities continue their inves-
tigation, we stand in full 
solidarity with the victims 
and their families during 
this tragic time."

German Chancellor Olaf 
scholz wrote, "This is ter-
rible news from New Or-
leans: People celebrating 
happily are torn from their 
lives or injured by sense-
less hatred. We grieve with 
the families and friends of 
the victims and wish all 
those injured a quick re-
covery."

MI News Service, Tai-
pei:    Retired Army Ma-
jor Lee Hai-peng has been 
handed a 12-year prison 
sentence by the Taiwan 
High Court for selling state 
secrets to China, a signifi-
cantly harsher penalty than 
the one he received in the 
same case last year.

His sons, former Captain 
Lee Yu-sheng and former 
Sergeant Lee Yu-ching, 
were also found guilty of 
conspiring with him. Lee 
Yu-sheng was sentenced to 
two years and one month, 
while Lee Yu-ching received 
a 10-year and six-month 
sentence, according to the 
court's ruling on Tuesday.

Former Air Force Major 
Lee Wen-sheng has been 
sentenced to 15 years in 
prison for assisting enemy 
spies. Like Lee Hai-peng, 
the sentences for Lee Yu-
ching and Lee Wen-sheng 
are significantly longer 
than the ones handed down 
in the previous ruling, CNA 
news reported.

All of the verdicts remain 
subject to appeal. In August 
2024, the High Court sen-
tenced Lee Hai-peng to four 

years in prison for disclos-
ing classified military infor-
mation he acquired through 
his position and for gather-
ing national classified data.

After the Supreme Court 
remanded the case to the 
Taiwan High Court, Lee 
Hai-peng was found guilty 
on three counts under the 
Classified National Securi-
ty Information Protection 
Act, including transmitting 
classified national secu-
rity information to China, 
and was sentenced to 12 
years in prison. According 
to the report according to 
the high court's ruling, Lee 
Hai-peng, now in his 70s, 
began facilitating meetings 
between Taiwanese and 
Chinese officials after his 
retirement in 1990, during 
which he was recruited by 
China to gather intelligence.

In 2008, Lee Hai-peng 
enlisted Lee Wen-sheng, 
an Air Force officer sta-
tioned in Hualien, to collect 
classified and confidential 
information. According to 
the court, Lee Hai-peng in-
formed Lee Wen-sheng that 
he was assisting China in 
gathering military intelli-

gence, and Lee Wen-sheng 
agreed to take part in ex-
change for financial com-
pensation.

The court stated that Lee 
Wen-sheng provided hard 
or digital copies of "confi-
dential" or "classified" doc-
uments he encountered in 
his role and gave them to 
Lee Hai-peng. These ma-
terials were subsequently 
handed over to Chinese 
intelligence officials in ex-
change for $10,000 in cash 
and a paid trip to South Ko-
rea.

In May 2010, as Lee Wen-
sheng was nearing retire-
ment, Lee Hai-peng began 
asking Lee Yu-sheng and 
Lee Yu-ching to disclose 
classified information. The 
court found that Lee Yu-
ching gathered classified 
data, took it off the base, 
converted it into digital 
files, and handed it over to 
his father. In 2012, Lee Hai-
peng and his wife, along 
with Lee Yu-ching and his 
girlfriend, were given an 
all-expenses-paid trip to 
Malaysia, where they met 
with Chinese officials, ac-
cording to the court.

MI News Service, Kyiv : 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy has an-
nounced the setting up of 
"Grain from Ukraine" fund 
in order to provide security 
and economic prospects for 
stabilising Syria. The an-
nouncement was made on 
Thursday.

Zelenskyy shared the de-
tails on X.

"I received a report from 
the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Minister of 
Agrarian Policy of Ukraine 
regarding their visit to 
Syria. The outcomes of 
the Damascus talks, along 
with security and econom-
ic prospects. Ukraine will 
support all efforts to sta-
bilize Syria. We will set up 
the "Grain from Ukraine" 
program to cooperate with 
the Syrian administration 
and all interested partners. 

We will engage with the 
Europeans and America to 
ensure maximum support. 
More stability in the Middle 
East means more peace and 
trade for all partners."

The first tranche of the 
grain fund was announced 
during Ukraine's Foreign 
Minister, Andrii Sybiha's 
visit to Ukraine.

On December 30, 
Ukraine's Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha held talks in 
Damascus with the leader-
ship of the Syrian admin-
istration, its leader Ahmed 
al-Sharaa, Prime Minister 
Mohammed al-Bashir, and 
Foreign Minister Asaad 
Hassan al-Shaybani, the 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 
said.

"We are ready to help 
the Syrian people, be-
cause Ukraine is interest-
ed in stable Syria and the 

development of mutually 
beneficial cooperation," 
Ukraine's Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha had said.

During his visit to Da-
mascus which also saw the 
restoring of diplomatic ties 
between Ukraine and Syria.

Foreign Minister Sybiha 
made the announcement of 
giving to Syria, "500 tons 
of Ukrainian flour within 
the framework of the hu-
manitarian program, Grain 
from Ukraine. This amount 
of flour will be enough to 
meet the needs of more 
than 33 thousand Syrian 
families or 167 thousand 
people for a month", the 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 
reported.

"This is the first deliv-
ery of free humanitarian 
aid. We are ready to deliv-
er more," emphasized the 
Foreign Minister.

MI News Service, New Delhi :  
Iran's Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Dr Takht Ravanchi 
is set to visit India on Thursday 
and discuss key issues between 
the two countries such as fall-
ing trade volumes. Other items 
on the agenda are increasing 
bilateral trade in both energy 
and non-energy sectors, im-
proving connectivity and tour-
ism, regional and international 
security, and the completion of 
Chabahar Port.

On condition of anonymity, a 
senior Iranian official told re-
porters here, "We are extend-
ed neighbors and there is a lot 
of commonality, we can com-
plement each other on many 
issues including international 
and regional security".

"We used to have good eco-
nomic ties but they are not 
same after sanctions, never-
theless there are opportunities 
to have better traditional ener-
gy trade, there are sanctions 
on Iranian oil however I still 

lot of interest, Indian refineries 
which are so used to traditional 
Iranian oil had to adjust, India 
is buying Russian oil, however 
circumstances of sanctions on 
Iran and India are different," 
the senior official added.

The Iranian senior official 
said that Iran looks ahead 
to enhance ties with India in 
non-energy sectors like agri-
culture and tourism. He also 
said that the Indian govern-
ment should be more forth-
coming in issuing visas to Ira-
nian tourists, as Iranians visit 
other neighboring countries 
and Europe for vacations and 
have not been coming to India.

"Connectivity is one is-
sue like Chahbahar port has 
brought India and Iran closer, 
It is a meeting point of Iran, 
central Asia and Europe, it is 
a very strategic route, we have 
been doing good things for de-
velopment of Chahbahar," the 
senior official said.

Iran is also very keen to in-

crease cooperation on Chahba-
har port which is gateway to 
central Asia and Europe

Speaking about the propos-
al of world's longest under-
sea tunnel with Qatar, which 
would connect Iran's southern 
port city of Dayyer to Qatar, 
and play a strategic role, amid 
the background of the INSTC 
corridor's construction under-
way, the Iranian official clar-
ified that the Qatar undersea 
tunnel is "not competing with 
other regional corridors but is 
to improve connectivity".

The International North-
South Transport Corridor (IN-
STC) is an important initiative 
taken by India, Russia and 
Iran by signing an Inter-Gov-
ernmental Agreement on 12th 
September 2000, to enhance 
trade and transport connec-
tivity among countries along 
its route, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs had answered 
during a Lok Sabha session 
earlier.

MI News Service, London:    In 
the wake of the tragic terror-
ist attack in New Orleans, which 
claimed the lives of 15 innocent 
individuals and left dozens more 
injured, Altaf Hussain, the leader 
of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement 
(MQM), has expressed his heartfelt 
condolences and unwavering soli-
darity with the victims.

In a post on X, Hussain conveyed 
his sympathy to the people affect-
ed by the horrific attack. He ad-
dressed President Joe Biden, stat-
ing, "It is with a heavy heart that 

I extend my deepest condolences 
to all those affected by the horrific 
terrorist attack in New Orleans."

The MQM leader added that 
his millions of followers, both in 
Pakistan and across the world in-
cluding in the United States stand 
united with the victim families 
during this difficult time. Hussain 
also reaffirmed his long-standing 
commitment to fighting religious 
fanaticism and extremism, em-
phasizing his dedication to the 
cause over his 46-year-long polit-
ical struggle.

This tragedy was followed by 
another incident hours later in Las 
Vegas, where a Tesla Cybertruck 
exploded outside the Trump In-
ternational Hotel, killing one and 
injuring seven. The FBI confirmed 
that the explosion was linked to an 
act of terrorism, with the suspect, 
Shamsud Din Jabbar, identified as 
having ties to ISIS. The FBI further 
revealed that the vehicle used in 
the attack was rented from a plat-
form called Turo, and it contained 
multiple suspected explosive de-
vices.

MI News Service, New Delhi:    
India announced immediate relief 
assistance worth USD 500,000 on 
Thursday, to Vanuatu in the wake 
of a devastating earthquake, the 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 
said.

The MEA in a release stated, 
"India extended its deep condo-
lences to the Government and the 
people of Vanuatu for the damage 
and destruction caused by this 
unprecedented disaster and con-
veyed its readiness to extend all 
possible support and assistance in 

this time of difficulty."
"As a close friend and partner 

under the Forum for India-Pa-
cific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) 
and as a gesture of solidarity with 
the friendly people of Vanuatu, 
the Government of India extend-
ed a monetary assistance of USD 
500,000 to support relief, rehabili-
tation and reconstruction efforts," 
MEA press statement added.

India has firmly stood by Vanu-
atu during times of difficulty and 
devastation caused by natural 
disasters. An important pillar of 

India's Indo-Pacific Oceans' Ini-
tiative (IPOI), announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in No-
vember 2019, is Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management.

India is committed to Human-
itarian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) and continues to 
be a responsible and steadfast re-
sponder in the region.

Notably, an earthquake of mag-
nitude 7.4 struck near Vanuatu's 
coast in the South Pacific Ocean on 
17 December 2024 causing major 
destruction and loss of life.

MI News Service,  
Jerusalem: The Israel Air 
Force (IAF) conducted an intel-
ligence-based strike in the Hu-
manitarian Area in Khan Yunis 
and eliminated Hassam Shah-
wan, the Head of Hamas Inter-
nal Security Forces in southern 
Gaza, the Israeli Defence Forces 
(IDF) said on Thursday.

The IDF further said that 
Shahwan was responsible for 
developing intelligence assess-
ments in coordination with ele-
ments of Hamas' military wing in 
attacks on the IDF in Gaza.

"The Head of Hamas Inter-
nal Security Forces in south-
ern Gaza, the terrorist Hassam 
Shahwan, was eliminated by 
the IAF in an intelligence-based 
strike in the Humanitarian Area 
in Khan Yunis. Shahwan was 
responsible for developing intel-
ligence assessments in coordi-
nation with elements of Hamas' 

military wing in attacks on the 
IDF in Gaza. The Hamas Inter-
nal Security Forces have con-
ducted violent interrogations of 

the Gazan population, violating 
human rights and suppressing 
dissent within the organization," 
IDF said in a post on X.

Israel has been conducting 
military operations on Hamas 
operatives in the region.

Earlier this week, the IDF had 
confirmed the killing of Hamas' 
Nukhba Platoon commander, 
Abd al-Hadi Sabah, in a recent 
drone strike. As per the IDF, Sa-

bah had led the attack on Kib-
butz Nir Oz during the October 
7, 2023, massacre.

On December 30, the IDF had 
stated the elimination of six 
Hamas terrorists who participat-
ed in the brutal October 7 mas-
sacre in Israel.

The IDF had further confirmed 
that Rasem Judeh, a Hamas 
company commander in the Ja-
baliya region, was also eliminat-
ed. Judeh, who played a direct 
role in the October 7 massacre, 
was killed alongside four other 
Hamas commanders and five ad-
ditional terrorists.

On Sunday, IDF the IDF had 
confirmed that the director of 
Kamal Adwan Hospital in Gaza 
is being questioned for his sus-
pected involvement in terrorist 
activities, following a raid that 
led to the arrest of over 240 al-
leged Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
operatives. 

MI News Service, Jerusalem: In 2024, 
436 deaths were recorded on Israeli roads, 
according to data from the National Road 
Safety Authority. The figure reflects a 21% 
increase compared to 2023, when 361 
deaths were recorded. The current figure 
is one death higher than the number of 
deaths in 2007, when 435 deaths from road 
accidents were recorded. Israeli-Arab com-
munities recorded the highest jump in the 
number of fatalities in 2024 with 159 road 
fatalities - an increase of 62% compared to 
2023, when only 98 fatalities were recorded, 
making 2024 its the deadliest year to date. A 
particularly vulnerable group of road users 
in Arab society are children aged 0 to 14, 
of whom 31 fatalities were recorded, 17 of 
whom were pedestrians, most of whom were 
in yard accidents and accidents close to 
home. This is out of 41 fatalities between the 
ages of 0 and 14 in the entire State of Israel. 
Arab drivers are involved in approximately 
50% of all accidents and their share in the 
number of fatalities is approximately 37% 
of all fatalities - a figure almost double their 
share in the driving population in Israel. 
Another negative record recorded this year 
is a 26% jump in the number of two-wheeled 
vehicle riders killed to 97 deaths, compared 
to 77 deaths in 2023. Another disturbing 
statistic that emerges from the 2024 data 
is the spike in the number of young drivers 
killed. In 2024, 65 young drivers up to the 
age of 24 were killed. This year's figure 
reflects a 55% jump in the number of young 
drivers killed

MI News Service, Washington DC: In The 
United States saw 2025 begin with a violent 
attack, after a man drove deliberately at high 
speed into a crowd of New Year’s revelers in 
New Orleans, killing at least 15 people and 
wounding dozens more. A US citizen drove 
a white Ford pickup truck flying an Islamic 
State flag into throngs of people celebrating 
the New Year in the French Quarter, the 
Louisiana city’s most iconic tourist district, 
around 3:15 am (0915 GMT), according to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. He crashed 
the vehicle, then opened fire and died in a 
shootout with police, who said he had driven 
with the aim of killing as many people as 
possible. Authorities had earlier put the toll 
at 10, but an FBI spokesman told AFP it had 
risen to 15, citing the New Orleans coroner’s 
office. The assailant shot and wounded two 
police officers, who were described as being 
in stable condition, said New Orleans police 
Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick.

MI News Service, New 
York:  At least 10 people 
were injured in a shoot-
ing outside a nightclub in 
Queens on Wednesday night, 
according to the New York 
City Police Department, the 
New York Post reported on 
Thursday.
The incident occurred near 
the Amazura nightclub in 
Jamaica, a neighborhood in 
New York City, just before 
11:20 pm.

Law enforcement reported 
that the victims were taken 
to nearby hospitals, includ-
ing Long Island Jewish Hos-
pital and Cohen's Children 
Medical Center.

None of the victims are in 
critical condition and all are 
expected to survive, accord-
ing to the NYPD, the New 
York Post reported.

Footage shared on Citizen 
App showed a large police 
and ambulance presence 
outside the club. Amazura, 
known for its spacious interi-
or that can accommodate up 
to 4,000 people, frequently 
hosts DJs and live events.

The incident of mass 
shooting in New York City 
follows the attack in New Or-
leans that claimed 15 lives.

Earlier, US President Joe 
Biden said that law enforce-
ment is investigating any 
possible connection between 
the New Orleans 'terror' 
attack and the Tesla Cy-
bertruck explosion outside 
the Trump International 
Hotel in Las Vegas.

The vehicles used in both 
incidents were rented from 
a car rental site, 'Turo', 
prompting authorities to 
look for links between 
the two events."We're 
tracking the explosion of 
a Cybertruck outside the 
Trump Hotel in Las Vegas. 
Law enforcement and the 
intelligence community are 
investigating this as well, in-
cluding whether there's any 
possible connection with 
the attack in New Orleans," 
Biden said.

Biden assured that every 
resource is being utilised to 
ensure there is no threat to 
the American people.

A Tesla Cybertruck 
exploded outside the 
Trump International Hotel 
in Las Vegas, killing one 
person and injuring sev-
en, hours after the New 
Orleans attack, in which a 
car rammed into a crowd 
during New Year's cele-
brations, killing at least 15 
people.

07
World leaders condemn New Orleans 
"terror" attack that claimed 15 lives

Taiwan court sentences retired army major 
to 12 years for selling state secrets to China

"Grain from Ukraine": Zekenskyy sets up Fund for stabilising Syria

Iran's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Ravanchi to 
visit India for discussing trade, connectivity, security

MQM Leader Altaf Hussain condemns New 
Orleans terror attack, offers global solidarity

India extends USD 500,000 aid to earthquake-hit Vanuatu

Israel eliminates head of Hamas Internal Security Forces in Gaza

Professor Shahid Akhtar felicitated at an educational 
event organized by Al Barakat Academy in Bansberia   

4-day long Mahfil begins at Darussalam in Furfura

10 injured in mass 
shooting outside 
nightclub 

Israel reports 436 
Road Fatalities in 2024

New Orleans:ISIS-inspired 
attack that killed 15



CMYK

CMYK

08 For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

Morning India
FRIDAY, KOLKATA, JANUARY 3, 2025 GAME

SPORTS &

Who will replace Rohit Sharma as captain? Bumrah
the logical choice, but Virat Kohli's name also surfaces
R

ohit Sharma is probably
going through the tough-
est phase in his cricketing

career, both as a batter and as a
captain.

Though India's T20 World Cup
triumph under him came as a
relief, Sharma's form, especially
in whites, has been a concern.
Though India won both the Tests
against Bangladesh at home, the
skipper scored only 42 runs in
the series.

Next came the shocking
whitewash in the three-Test
series against New Zealand,
when India lost their first home
series in more than a decade.
Sharma managed to score a fifty
but did not make any other
meaningful contribution with the
bat. His captaincy, too, came
under scrutiny.

Sharma was not part of the

team in the first Test of the ongo-
ing Border-Gavaskar Trophy
series against Australia in Perth
as he went to India for the birth
of his second child. Upon return,
not only did his batting woes con-
tinue-he tried to bat in the middle
order, before returning to the
opening slot but could reach dou-
ble figures only once in three
Tests-his captaincy in crunch
moments came under fire from
former cricketers like Simon
Katich and Dinesh Karthik,
among others.

Will Rohit Sharma be dropped
for the Sydney Test?

With India trailing 1-2 ahead
of the final Test which begins in
Sydney tomorrow, and Sharma
showing no signs of returning to
form, he is likely to be rested or
dropped from the playing XI.
Head coach Gautam Gambhir

was non-committal in his
response when asked about
Sharma's place in the playing XI
for the fifth and final Test. 

Who will replace Rohit
Sharma as captain-Bumrah or
Kohli?

If Sharma does not make the
playing XI, Shubman Gill will
most likely replace him. But, the
larger question is-who will be the
captain? Pace spearhead and
vice-captain Jasprit Bumrah,
who led the team to a win in
Perth, is the obvious choice. But,
will he be the long-term choice if
India decide to rest Sharma for
the upcoming Tests, or if the vet-
eran calls it quits from the longer
format? In Mohammed Shami's
absence, Bumrah shoulders the
burden of the bowling depart-
ment across formats. So, the
team management will be wary

of putting additional responsibili-
ties on Bumrah, especially in the
longer format.

A report in The Indian
Express had quoted a senior BCCI
official as saying that a senior
player, who termed himself 'Mr
Fix-it', has shown captaincy
ambitions saying he does not
have much confidence in the
young brigade to lead the team.
While there are speculations who
that player is, a Times of India
report said that Virat Kohli may
be given the reins of the team in
the absence of Rohit Sharma,
probably after the Australia
series, to manage the transition.

It is learnt that the BCCI will
review the performance of the
team and coach Gambhir after
the Australia series. One can
expect some tough calls in the
coming days.

NEW DELHI : Chess world cham-
pion D Gukesh on Thursday prom-
ised his "best moves on 64 square
and outside" in future as well
after being chosen for the presti-
gious 'Khel Ratna' award by the
government.

Gukesh recently became the
youngest-ever world champion
when he defeated China's Ding
Liren. He is only the second Indian
after Viswanathan Anand to claim
the title.

"Honourable Prime Minister
Shri @narendramodi ji, I am truly
grateful and feel humbled to
receive the prestigious Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award.
Your words and guidance have
always inspired me to strive for
excellence and make the nation

proud," Gukesh wrote on X.
"I promise to continue deliv-

ering my best moves on 64
squares and outside of it. Thank
you Hon. Sports Minister @man-
sukhmandviya Ji for your con-
stant support."

Gukesh was chosen for the
highest sporting honour in the
country along with shooter Manu
Bhaker, hockey captain
Harmanpreet Singh and para-ath-
lete Praveen Kumar.

He had become the chal-
lenger for the world title after
winning the Candidates
Tournament earlier in 2023 when
he was 17.     The Chennai-based
Gukesh had also become the top-
ranked player from India last year
to end Anand's 37-year run.

JEPC all set to
host 68th National
School Games
PC JHA

RANCHI : 68th National School Games starting from January 4 as
a decisive meeting was held today with the officials of all the 17
committees related to the event in Jharkhand Education Project
Council regarding the successful organization of the National
School Games. 

State Education Project Director Shashi Ranjan, State Program
Officer Dhirasen Soreng, officials of Sports Cell and members
associated with various committees participated in this meeting. 

Addressing the meeting, State Education Project Director
Shashi Ranjan said that the members of the committees working
diligently for the successful organization will be rewarded. 

He said that the teams have also started coming from today, so
no negligence should be done in their accommodation, registra-
tion and health facilities. Action will be taken on receiving com-
plaints.

He directed the authorized contact officers for the teams to be
alert and work in coordination with the team. Shashi Ranjan said
that officials from management to ground level should complete
the preparations by this evening at any cost.

Players from various states have started reaching Ranchi from
today to participate in the sports event. Special accommodation
has been arranged for girl players at Jharkhand University of
Technology, Namkum and Jharkhand Council of Educational
Research and Training, Ratu. Medical teams will be deployed 24
hours a day (in two shifts) not only for girls but also for boy play-
ers. Female medical staff will be deployed at JUT and JCERT.
Keeping in mind the arrival, accommodation and registration of
players, the control room has been activated at the state level
from today. In case of any inconvenience, the concerned officials
can be contacted over the phone.

The teams that have reached Ranchi today include teams from
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Assam,
Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry.

'Then he would have agreed':
Rodri responds to Cristiano
Ronaldo's Ballon d'Or criticism
After five-time winner Cristiano Ronaldo openly claimed that
Vinicius Junior of Real Madrid deserved to win the Ballon d'Or over
Rodri, the Manchester City CDM broke his silence. The Spaniard
said Cristiano Ronaldo should be well aware of how the Ballon d'Or
winner is chosen and the Portuguese captain's comment was a total
surprise for him.

'Vinicius Jr or Rodri': What did Cristiano Ronaldo say
Al-Nassr FC forward Cristiano Ronaldo attended the Globe

Soccer Awards in Dubai last Friday. During an interaction, the vet-
eran lauded upcoming youngsters, including Barcelona's Lamine
Yamal and Real Madrid stars Vinicius Jr. and Jude Bellingham-all
standout performers last season.

However, CR7 didn't stop there. He went on to add that he
believed Vinicius Jr deserved to win the Ballon d'Or over Rodri.
Having won the UEFA Champions League and scoring the final are
no menial feats, he said. 

"It wasn't fair, in my opinion. I'll say that here in front of every-
body. They gave it to Rodri. He deserved it, too... But I think they
should have given it to Vinicius Jr because he won the Champions
League and scored a goal in the final. The other issues for me are
not important," Cristiano Ronaldo was quoted as saying.

Rodri reacts to Cristiano Ronaldo's comments
Rodri reacted to the Real Madrid legend's statement while talk-

ing with Spanish media house AS. "Well, it was a surprise because
he knows better than anyone how this award works and, above all,
how the winner is chosen. This year, the journalists who vote have
decided that I should win it. Probably, these same journalists were
the ones who at some point voted for him to win it, and I imagine
that then he would have agreed," the Manchester City holding mid-
fielder, who is out with an ACL injury said. 

Perhaps City's most important player, what elevates Rodri
beyond the rest of the world's best defensive midfielders, is his
involvement in open-play sequences resulting in shots. With 8.4 per
90 minutes, he was comfortably top of the league, outshining even
attacking players such as Phil Foden (7.8), Martin Odegaard (7.7),
Bukayo Saka (7.5), Dominik Szoboszlai (7.4), James Maddison (7.3)
and Mohamed Salah (7.3).

SYDNEY [AUSTRALIA] : India
will face Australia in the fifth Test
at the Sydney Cricket Ground on
Friday. After a thrilling win at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground, the
hosts have taken a 2-1 lead in the
series. India needs to win this
match so that they can retain the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

Despite moments of brilliance
from both sides, India's batting
remains a concern heading into
the final game. With senior play-
ers out of form, the responsibility
has fallen on the youngsters to
help the team reach competitive
scores throughout the series.

Jasprit Bumrah has been the
standout bowler, but it is Yashasvi
Jaiswal's contributions with the
bat that have kept India in the
contest. Alongside KL Rahul,
Jaiswal has shown the ability to
handle the fierce Australian pace
attack. Once again, his perform-
ance at the top of the order will be
crucial for India.

Travis Head has twice hurt
India with centuries in Adelaide
and Brisbane, swinging the
momentum in favour of Australia.
Although he had a quieter game
in the fourth Test, a return to form
on the batting-friendly pitch in
Sydney could pose a significant
challenge for the visitors.

The Sydney pitch traditionally
offers runs in the first half of the
game, with spinners becoming
more influential as the match pro-

gresses. However, rain is predict-
ed for the final day and on
Thursday, which could aid fast
bowlers more than usual. The
teams winning the toss may look
to bat first to capitalize on the
early batting conditions.

Indian ODI and Test captain
Rohit Sharma is expected to miss
out in the fifth Test, with Jasprit
Bumrah set to lead the side. When
asked about Rohit's absence from
the pre-match press conference,
head coach Gautam Gambhir
reassured that everything is fine
with the captain.

"Everything is fine with Rohit,
and we will announce the playing
XI tomorrow after evaluating the
pitch. Our main focus in the dress-
ing room has been on how we will
win the next test, as it is crucial
for us," Gambhir noted.

Australia's star pacer Mitchell
Starc struggled with fitness during
the Melbourne Test, experiencing
upper body discomfort and rib

soreness. However, he has been
declared fit to play in Sydney.

Speaking at the pre-match
press conference, Pat Cummins
praised Starc's resilience.

"He has bowled 145 km/hr for
almost 15 years, and you just
don't do that without always deal-
ing with different niggles or set-
backs. He grits his teeth and gets
on with it. He's the one player who
just refuses ever to talk about
being rested or rotated,"
Cummins said.

Australia XI: Sam Konstas,
Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, Steve Smith, Travis
Head, Beau Webster, Alex Carey
(wk), Pat Cummins (c), Mitchell
Starc, Nathan Lyon, Scott Boland.

India probable XI: Yashasvi
Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Shubman Gill,
Virat Kohli, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Ravindra
Jadeja, Washington Sundar,
Jasprit Bumrah (c), Mohammed
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna. 

Chosen for Khel Ratna honour: Gukesh
promises best moves in future as well

India aims to retain Border-Gavaskar
Trophy in crucial fifth Test

"Murlikant sir, you are our country's finest champion":
Kartik Aaryan on para-athlete's Arjuna Award
MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) : Actor
Kartik Aaryan expressed his happi-
ness for para-athlete Murlikant
Petkar after the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports announced that
the para-swimmer will be con-
ferred the Arjuna Award (Lifetime)
for his outstanding performance in
the sport.

Kartik Aaryan, who played the
role of Murlikant Petkar in the film
Chandu Champion, praised the ath-
lete's 'headstrong' attitude and
sportsmanship. Petkar made India
proud by winning the country's first
gold medal in the Paralympic
Games.

Speaking to ANI, Kartik Aaryan
said, "So, so, so happy to hear this
news! While working on his biopic,
I came to know about his life in
such great detail and up close and
personal that his win feels deeply
personal. He has remained
unbreakable and solid throughout
his life, despite all the challenges

destiny threw at him."
The actor called the news the

"best way to start the year."
"I have met many sports person-

alities, but Murlikant sir's sports-
manship and headstrong attitude
are unmatched. Hearing about this
honour is the best way to start the
year. Murlikant sir, you are our
country's finest champion - truly
one of a kind," he added.

Kartik Aaryan's 'Chandu
Champion' was based on the life of
Murlikant Petkar and it was direct-
ed by Kabir Khan.

This is not the first time that the
'Bhool Bhulaiyaa' actor has paid
tribute to the para-athlete. After
the release of the film, Kartik
Aaryan penned a long heartwarm-
ing note for gold medallist
Murlikant and shared a behind-the-
scenes video from his initial meet-
ing with him.

In the video, director Kabir
Khan warmly welcomes Petkar's

family, while Kartik receives appre-
ciation for his performance. Kartik
likened the Olympian's praise to a
'medal' for him.

Sharing the video, Kartik penned
a lengthy note, as he wrote,
"Couldn't have imagined a non-
swimmer like myself Swimming
without the use of Legs. Meet The
Real Champion who inspired me to
achieve the impossible @murlikant-
petkar"

"Firstly, Thank you for being you
and being a living inspiration. Your
story was important for everyone to
know - to make everyone believe in
themselves.

When Kabir sir narrated Chandu
Champion for the first time, I didn't
believe that this could be a true
story. Aapne ek zindagi mein, anek
zindagiyan jo jee hain !!," he con-
tinued.

"From not being able to believe
your story in the first place to living
your extraordinary life for almost

two years, it's been an incredible
experience and the utmost honour.
My life has changed ever since you
have entered it. I have never
received so much love and appreci-
ation for my work before, as I'm
getting for Chandu Champion,"
Kartik added.

"It's overwhelming !! Really for-
tunate that I got the opportunity to
meet you and relive some unbeliev-
able, magical and inspiring
moments of your life. Actor banna
safal ho gaya #Gratitude
#ChanduChampion," Kartik con-
cluded.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/
C8txzRatZjy/?utm_source=ig_embed
&ig_rid=96ac8231-8619-4c19-95ed-
70bed705c384

Murlikant Petkar will receive his
award from the President of India
at a specially organized function at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on January 17,
2025. 


